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_EDITOR'S NOTESesses =~ - o ‘Z

The Young 30010113t PGVIGW is the information and dlscussion bulletln of the
.Yourg Socielist Leaguee The YSR is prepared by the YSL Na51oual Office and is
edited by Soott Arden, YSL National Secretarys S

- WHAT THZ YSR IS

The aim of the YSR is to constitute a forum for tha expression of alI points
of viow within the YSLe It is, therafore, completely open %o any member (or group
of members) who may wish to contribute his viewss Contributions from non-members
will be acoepted, if of sufficiently high interests (The editor~reserv5§~%he right
. to decide in the oase of each sush artlcle.) :

: For obvious reesons it should be understood that articles signed by individuals
do not nseoessarily represent the .views of the YSL. Any matorial that 13 "official™
will be clearly labled as suche :

Copy should be submitted to the YSL Netional Office, Third Floor, 1‘&.%. 1lith
Street, New York ll, N.Y. If at all possible submit copy already stenciled,
" single=spacede If this is not possible, then subtmit matsrlal type~-writen, double-
spacede Non-typewriten oopy Will not be accepted,

It should be olear that the YSR is not restrlcted to memosrs of the YSL.
Though issued primarily for our mombers it is open to all friends and other intereat~
ed individualse lembers should make every effort to get ooples into the hands of

**+ this wider audiencee Send in your bundle orders nowe

' Unless OthBrWlSB stated, all labor expended in ths produotion of the YSR is
- donatede . .

THIS ISSUE

This, the first disoussion issue of the YSR, suffers only ir.one respect,

... and not an unusual onee That is, all of the various articles and resolutions

'u oontained were writen on the East Consteses Wo hope that the next issue (early
. +June) will corroct this situation and that future 1ssues w111, in general, reflect
-~ the thinking of the YSL nationallye

Suggestions are always in order. Cartoons are nesded, and comment of a
technical nature will be appreciatodsesss 1de, cover design, mimeo suggestions, etoe

In any case, discussion,articlés are first on tho mzendas The tentative copy
deadline for the next issue is Juns 5the Send your article in nowe

The Editor,

Key 22nd, 1954
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON INDO~CEIIA

3P By HMax Martin

The governmont orf the Unitod’ States is throstening to plunge the country into
the war in Indo-Chinae At bast, this policy would lead to a senseless, futuile and
and trazio adventure, with its consequent destruotion, misery and loss of life =
en adventure of futile as the Korean Ware At worst, moreover, the policy of enter=

ing the. Indo~China war opens the road to the possibility of the immediate beginning

of World WarIII, Should Stalinist China elso dirvotly entor the Indo Chinese Yar
in response to Amerioan intervention and should the American goverment then carry

out its plans for "massive retaliation" the horrors of a totel, Hydrogen-bomb,

holooaust would te upon use .

, The Ybuhg Socielist Léaéue oalla upon the government to put a halt to whatever
plans it hes for .intervention into the wars We urgoe the withdrawal of all American

.’; military personnel alreedy in IndosChina and an end to all military aid to the French

forces thore. Ve favor, furthermore, the cessation of all Amorican aid to France
since such aid neccessarily serves to help the French imperialist stirugglee The
govermment of the United States can be swayed from embarking on this progream only

" by an outspoken ory by the American people for an end to the intervention policye
" Ve oall upon the American people, particularly upon the trade unions, intsllectuals,

liberals ard.youth, to raise their voice now, before it besomes toolates

1o The Nature of the War

As) On the part of France, the war is a struggle to maintaiﬁ.its imperialist
possesiony Indo=Chinae Its tenacity in this struggle is bolstered by 3 elements:

1o Its imperialist noeds and embitions which operate in regerd %o this colony in

the same fashion as they do elsewhereo 2o Its recognition that the loss of Indo-

~ China will hasten the day of tho loss of the rest of the empire, partioularly the

Lfrican seotions thereof, where independonce movements are alreedy struggling for

. freedome 3¢ The pressure of Washington for them to continue the fighte Despite

these elements, the war-weariness of the French people and the recognition by the
French gove rnment that it oannot win has made France increasingly ready to look for
& settlomentes It hopes that it will be able to make & deul with Stalinism which
will allow it to retain a foothold in Indo~Chine, in return for concession which

it will meke in regard to EDC, or elsewhsros '

Indeed, France méy be ready to_rédognize that it eventually must be forced out
of the countrye To date, it is the third factor of American pressure which has kept

" France continuing its hopeloss fizht, One thing is olear: Franoe will not give the

couritry its independence aml at the same time continue ths struggle against the Vietw
Minh « the sanguinity of the liberals about such a program to the contrary noti=
withstandinge Nor can it be too happy about fullescale American intervention, for

that would utilmately mean its loss of tlie odlony enyway, & loss not to Stalinism

but to Americae

Be) The Bzn Dai regime is a puppet régime of French imperialism and is totally
discredited in the eyes cf the Vietnamese peoplee While there may be persons or
even elements within the framewocrk of the Bao Dai "group" who genuinely Gesire indoe

- pendence, it is exoluded that this regime can play a liberastion or progressive rolees

That the rogime esls i'or concessions from France from time to time dosc not at all
vitiate the basic nature of ite

Ce) The intersst of the United States in Indo=China is based upon its overall
international cconsiderations vis-a=~vis Stalinisme The lcss of Indo-China to the
Stalinists would be a blow %o its military and strategio needs as well as in a
larger sense, a blow to its entire world position,
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D, ) DesP1te the fact that that in its oriplns the Viet=liinh wes a-genuine -
Indo-Chxnase liberation movément in which the Stalinis%s were only one element and
despite the fact that the overwhelming bulk of those Indo-Chinese wiho -support the
Viet~liinh movement are not Stalinists and despite the fact that there may even
exist some elements in this movement who are consciously non=Stalinist or even
anti~Stalinist, the Viet«liinh is totelly controlled by the Stalinist party and as
such'is an agency of internctional Stalinisms. Its aims in the war, insofar as
these are independent from the alms of Peiping and Moscow, vis a vis American ime
" porialism, is the setting up of a totalitarian Stalinist state in Indo~Chinas Its
. first action efter its victory would be the totalitarianization of the country and
the brutal eliminatior of d 1 opposition and potential oppositione The victory of
Ho Chi Minh would not result in an independent Vietnam but rather in the creation
of a typiocal Stalinist satelite states Tho experience of Stalinism in China pres =
ents the model which Indo=China would follow in the event of a Stalinist victory
theree For these reasons it is absolutaly exc.n.uded that sooialists oen glve any
support to Vlet~h1nh. A , o

o) The aims of intognational Stalinism in the Indo-ohinese war are the same
“ g8 their aims everywhere elsé in the worlde This aim is the growth of Stalinist
power vis a vis American imperialist powers The conquest of another nation by -
Stalinism is olearly desirable for it as part of its program for world Gominatione
This doss not, of course preclude the posslbllitJ of Moscow and Peiping being
willing to sacrifice Ho®s ambition.for gains elsewhare, the sorepping of EDC or the
adm1381on of Ch1na o the UN for exanple. '

F.) Tne Vietnamese people desire and have the basio demooratlc right to com-‘%
-plete indepandenca; for this reason they are the enemies of France and of:ths. Bao

- Dai regimge They elso, in their ‘overwhelming majority either support Vietliinh or

else are neutral toward  it, that is, do not oppose ite They are also vitally ine
torosthd .in a solution to the land problem . which is another consideration. impelw

“ling their attitude towards Vieteliinhe In addition, they are undoubtedly weary of
the war and seek its ende e IR

2¢ -Socialist POIlOV Towards Indo-Chlna

A.) The Vietnamese people have a. ba31c democratic right to national indepene
dences Socialists demend the immediate vd thdrawel of all French foroes from Indoe
Chine and the assumption of full sovereignty by the K Indo< Chinése peoples They
oall upon the Vietnamese psople to bake their oountry back from Francoe The

E French have rno.right tn Indo-Chlnac

Be) The Young Sooialist League calls upon the Unlted States govarnment to
revorse its plans for sending troops to Indo= China.and to w1thdraw all forces
already thereg to stop all aid to Franoh 1mperiallsm- ' -

Ce) Ve apply our basic Third Camp policy to Indo~China, declaring that we

! are for the viotory of the Third Camp of the Indow~Chinese psopls against both

Capitalism imperialism, represented in Indo=China by France and Washington, and
against SEalinism, ropresented in Indo=China by the Viet=Minhe Ve call upon the
indepesndeont nationalists in Vietnam to raise the banner of a genuine democuiatio
liberation movement to struggle against both French and Stalinist imperialisme
Such a movement would, if coupled with a progressive socisl progrem be sble to ate
tract the support of the bulk of the people including those who now support the
Viet=Minh, It would thus be able to end French control of the country and at the
same time prevent Stalinist conqueste

Were there a democratic govermment in Washington, it would raise such a slogen,
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It is, however, precluded that = capitalist govermment oan engage in such a campe-
eign, for o gonuinely independent Indo~China would be a thorn in the sids of
Americals world planmse It is by no means exoluded that the labor movement and
tho liberals can raise such demands; indeed; it is to their snterests to do s0e
We oall upon the unions and upon all demoorats ard l1iberals to raise their voloces
in behalf of this programe ' ,

Do) In Indo=China, unliks Koroa, the Third Camp progrem may indeed have
irmedigte practical consequencess . Wo Xnow thal thoir exist in Inde=Chira prgon-
isations and greups which, to one degrae or snother, are indopandsnt of the two
foroes of capitalist imperfalism and Stelinist iimporialisme  Such groups exist in
territories pow undor the eontrol of bothe Indeed, they mey even exict in groups
which are now pert of or allled with both Pac Dai and Ho Chi Minhe Wihethexr they
are or oen bhecome gonulne demosratic independonce forees is not, however, certain
gt: this times Our lack of knowledge about these groups is pertially a result of
military conditions and partielly due to the censorship and other anti-dsmooratic
regtriotions of the erneh!and 1%s puppet, Bao Dalo '

Should such foross soms forth in respense to this program, they wuld rally
the IndowChinose pecple Yo thoir bannerse The further development of Indo-China
as well as ils dsfonse againsi the ensroashments of Stalinieb imperialism and the
possible return of Frexch imparialism would best te condusted as part of e fedor=
ation of south eastévn Asian coualriese . . o . Lo

Eo) Should 4% turn out that there are not sufficiont geniiine natiocnalist
forces in Vietnem for such a movemen®, the.victory of the Stalinist forcas would
véry likely be assureds The soclalists would not be responsible for such an
eventuality, sinse they gave no support to Frensch imperialism now to its American
backerso The responsibility would rest squarely on the shoulders of the French
and Americsan imperialism who, by thair policles, led to the victory of Stalinisme
Fronch eolonialism would have then led to this Stalinist conquest tnrough = 7
goeneral coloniel policies, rosulting in support to the Vieiminh by the Vie  .3se
pecple ead beeuuse of theiy decimation end liquidation of genuine democrati.
independencs alementse : : - .

Fo) In eny event, we sall for the end of French imporialism &n Inco=China
and for non-lntervention by the United Statese The centinustion of French
colonial rule is an enticdemoorabie outrageo Moreover, i% doss mot hindsr Stalin-
ismg 1% helps it to gain suppoxt frou the en tl-imperialist nesses of the goionial
worlde ' o ,

Go) The duby of all Indo=Chinege socid ists, democrabs, and genuine nationw
alists is to fight for the creation of e Third Camp movemont = = a movamernt dodi-
sated to a firse, uuited, demooratis, and independent Indo=Chinas

end
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CAN SOCIALIUTS SUPPOuT VI TNIHW? By Max Hartin

The resolutlon whioh I submitted to the Natlonal Aotlon Commlttee, and whose
general line the NAC adopted, is far from being a finishsd documents It conts ns
careless language ( in some places where "all" apnears, "most" would be more

. appropriate ) and several sloppy formuletions, Some sections require revision or
expansion or refinemente The analysis of the role of international Stalinism and
of the special roles of Moscow and Peiping need elaborations The section on

+ Washington's role is particularly woake Above all the:document lacks eny discussion
.of social classes and forees in Vietrame S

I do not propose to deal with these matters in this article howovere Instead the
- article will concentrate on the decisive amd importaht difference between the viewe
-~ point of the NAC and the viewpoint of comrade Gale on a socialist attitwde towards
. < 'the Vietminhe Comrade Gals, in the resolution which he proposed to the NAC and which
it rejscted, togesthelr with Comrade Barnes of Newark, present the view that socialists
- should give military support to ths Vietminhe The NAC rejacts this proposition ard
on‘thls questlon the Nartln resolution is oorreot.

P081ng the Thxrd Camp p081tion for Indochina, saying thqt the viar between French
imperialism end Vietminh'is not our war, does not necessarily imply that thero is
. & Third Cemp movement now in existence in Indochinme In Korea, for exampl ,
socialists had to unheppily acknowledge that there existed no Third Camp movomant
and that none oould be ereated in time to intervene in tho: mar so as to influence
its outoomes Thus the Third Camp idea offered no inmediate solution to the Korean
P ”tragedy. SoclJ.lsts had to sgy that for the time being Korea had to be "written
Lo off" o R . . . ) .

. NeverthalesS‘socialists;were'for the Third Camp idea for Koreas  First because
#.". the two main oceomps were each waging & reasctionary, imperialist struggle in Koroe,
‘and soocialists could support neither sidee Seocondly, because the roed of the
* Third Camp was a road for building towards a "practical" solution in the future.
S The same situation applles to. Indochlna. ~ :
The d1s0u3510n of praoulcal Third Canp prosPects in Indochina with Whlch this
article ends is includsed in it because it deals with a matter of vital interest and
, « ‘Importance to the socialist movement and becauss the question is in dlspute, not
‘. because our being egainst the victory of Vietminh depends upon the present exiscence
“«;,of & Third Camp movenent or possibilities of its imminent creatione

le : The propositions that socialists give military support to the Vietminh, that

. thoy should urge Vietnamese socialists and vo.rkers to entor the rarks'of Vietminh,

that they should call for ths victory of Vietminh and rejoice in its successes, oan
only be based on one of a limited numbsr os assumptions « all of them falsee

i 2y These ‘proposals could be based on the view that the Stalinists, while being the
leadarship of Vietminh, do not actually control ite That some other force, the mass
"~ - <of peasants, for example, does exercise controle .

% - Or, while admitting that the Indochinase Communist Party is the core of and
oontrols and dominates the Vietminh, these proposals can procede from the idea that
Ho and his cohorts are not authentlc Stallnlsts, that they are somethlng else,

agrarlan reformers ’ for 1nstalce. :
LA b. Tha ev1dence against both of these theoriss is overwhelming and clear; -in any
evont, they do not form tho basis for Gale!s point of views. He rests his proposals
7 on a mlsunderstqndlng of Stalinism, on his own peculiar version of the "bannonlte
| TS V1ew of Stallnlsm. , Or 50 1t seons to moe

(i more 7i .4:f‘ l';-; | ﬁLf?j;
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5. His argument is that the Vietminh movement, thot is to sg; the Indochinese
Stalinists « for he agrass that they control and dominate Vietminh e« are fighting
_for Vietnpmsse national independence, that is to say for a progressive solution to

. the national question in Indochinae Furthermore that they are solving the land
problem in Indochina progressively, isse, dividing the land among -the peasantry,
and are therefore making the bourgeois revolutione .,
6o These ideas mean that as far as Comradoe Gale is oonoerhéa Stalinism piays a

pro gressive role in backward countriss ard is reactlona*y only in relatlon to the
working olasse

Te JNow in contradistinction to these ideas wo characterize Stalinism as & -
phenomena which has the same nature in baokward countries as in edvarced industrial
nationse Stalinism, we say, has two features : it is an arm of the Russien foreign

. office, serving the interests of Russian Stelinist -imperialism, and it is also & -

g ocontender for soclal power, in some countries in an immediate sense ‘and in others

" in long-range termse Its aim is the oreation of a totalitarian bureacratio =
colleotivist society in which the Stel inist o adership will be the central bureacracye

- Be If this oharactarizes Stalinism genarally, and it does,“then mhat are we to
soy sbout Gale!s notion that in backward countries in general end in Indochina in
partioular Stalinism mekes or ocan make the national and bourgeois revolutionse
: Although they are related, let us consider them one at a. timee =

Qe If the Stallnlsts are flghtxrg for the national 1rdenendence oy Vlebnama their
struggle should, if they are viotorious, result in the choction of an indopendent
Vietname To assert that this will oocur is to ignore the whole history of the past
ndne yearse Durirng this time many Stalinist states have besn created but none has
-been caeated as an independent state: all have bben oreated, rather, as sattelites
of Russiae To be sure, YUfoslavie did become an independent Scaliniet state laters
Moreover, it is clear that vihatever the exaot degree of ' 'independence" enjoyed by
Peiping from Moscow may be, its relationship to Moscow is not the same as Bucharest's
or Prague'se To ba sure furthemore, all of the niative Stalinist rulers may desire
further 1ndependence from Mosoow =~ some may even dream of a Titoist developmente

10s Neverthsless it is OBV1ous that no such develorma)t hes yet taken place in
-Ho's movement « its history proves conolusively that it oporates ss an arm of lMoscow
. ahd as part of Moscow'!s struggle in the worlds Morewvor all indications (its prox=
imity to China, its baing an extremely backward ocountry, its bsing a suall country,
eto.) point to the 1mprobab111ty of & future Titoist dovelopmente Whother it. would
. be Moscow?s satelite or Peiping's, or Moscow'!s through Peiping is obscursd at the
ngmoment ~ just as the exact relationships of Ru581a and China to North Korea are now
obsoureds .

, 1le Of course a Titoist dsvelopment in a Stalinist Vietnam or a Stalinist Indochina -

e is not precluded ~ nor can one meke predittions about it, We can only speck in

: probabilities and the probabilities are against such a (0velopmwent, On the othsr
hand Gala's assertion that the Vietminh is fightirg for the national independence of -
Vietnam can only meon, if it meons anythln s thot there is a possibility of a future
Titoist developmante : T

124 Even if such a development comes about it in no wey negates the fact that-in
the same sense as in Korea the war today is a- struggle between two imperisl isms e
capltalist end Staliniste Today the Vletmlnh is an arm of Stal:nlst 1mper1allsm.

o 13, But, we may hear, thore are no Ru531an or Chinese armies tn Indochina and the

: .armies of thsse countries were not presont there at any time during or since World
War II. This objection does not strike at the fact of Vietminh's subserviance to
Stalinist imperinlisme Thore ocan he no doubt that from the point of view of Russia,

the presence of its amy would bo dssirablo to provont e possiblo T4 to;sgzdexﬁlopmentc
9
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(It wouhi be undesirabla from other points of vxew.). Lavertheless the presenoe “of
such armies ‘are not recessary for the native Stalinist movements to plqy l‘oscow?
. game, to be.the.agency of Russian 1mpar1allsm. N R s

"lh. Even if we Qould definltely soy tha+ the Indochinesse Stqlinlsts o re flehtlng
for the oreation of an indepandent Stalinist. stae, evon if we wero cortain thit 3
... the yioctory.of the Vietminh would result in the creation, in the future, of a
' naﬁ10nal«$ta11n1st state, the fact £s thet at present the military struggles of
. Vietminh are subordinated to the needs and interests of Russian imberiallsmo The
war in Indochina is an lnperialist war on both sidese

15. But what if the Indoohinese Stalinists had broken wi th Mosecow, what if they were
. fighting for the oreation of an Independent Stalinist stete? Should docialists be

obligated under these conditions to support them? We must remind ourselves st this
point of the reasons for socialist support to. nstiond independence movementss We
support them because the right of national self-determination and the right %o

national independence are fundemental demooratic rights of psoplss, because their
victories strike .blows .at imparialism, end -beocause the national revolution opens. the
road for the further development of the olass struggle, for the struggb for SOOlallsn.

Ié. But the vlotory of the Stallnlsts means the creation of a totalitarinn state,
"the orushing of all opposition and potential opposition, the crushing of all w rking
. olass organizations =~ and -a huge defeat for the workerso This means that the victory
"of the Stalinist "national" revolution eliminates one of the gains expected from the
national revolution « the possibility for the intensification of the class struggle ¢

17. Moreover, the victory of the Stallnists maans ths victory of a social forces
. 'it, .at the same time as the winning of ' 1ndepend0noe s brings a new class to power,
;:M: a reactlonary classe The viotory of the Vletmlnh is thus more than a national:
"revolution", it is also a sooisl "revolution" = or to be more acourate, of a
oounter-revolutlon. We live in a world today in which three social systems .are
contending with oach othar for sooial power, decey ing capitalism, socialism, and
‘the reactionary barbarism of Bureauoratio collectivisme The vistory of the Stalinsts
.. and therefore the victory of the Vietminh means the dofeat of the working cless and
of sooialisme This defeant moreover is not an ordinary ono of the kind pxperienced
by the proletarist so many times in te past in its efforts to overthrow the existing
. 8ocial systeme For in this defeat tls system is overthrown ard is replaced by
- 8talinism, the system which is yieing with socialism for the replacement of oapltal-
~ isme This defeat is not for eternity, to be sure, for the conditions of life under
- Bureauoratic Col'ectivism determire the strugglo of the masses for overthrowing ite
.. But becauss we are dezling with the victory of a new spcial, class and beoause this
- olass must establish a totalitarian society for 1ts class rule, 1t is an extremaly
j.serlous and fare-reaching defeats , e : ;

Eo- 18. That Comrade Gals ocalls for the workers to rise and establlsh thelr own: power
at the same time does not vitiete this Cefeat. They, in-effect, are calling for -

‘ both the victory of the workers and the enemies of the workerso Thus I would sey
Ff@' that even if we were dealing with an independent Stalinist movement = ond not, as-

: wo are, with an arm of Stalinist imperialism = socialists should not be for: giV1ng
militery support to the Vietminh and not wish 1t successe -

19¢ Do the Stalinists make the bourgeios revolution? The bourgeois revolution in
backward countries today would involve four elemonts; the winning of national indspend-
ence and the unification of the nation, that is the progressive solution to the
national question, the establishment of democracy, the solution of the land question
and industrialization of the countrys I have already commentod on the nation
qQuestions; what the Vietminh would do in regard to fulfilling the demooratic aspect
of the bourgeois revolution need not even be referred tos They would fulfil this
aSpect of the bourgeois revolution to the extremo « to tho extrome of not fulfilling

N
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359 ie0e they“wéuki elimingte thas e fow features of demoqrucy whioh exist in Ixlo=
Chine and fasten a monstous totalitarian rule on the necks:of the: peopkee

20s Only a word im necassary on the land question end on ‘industrializatione That
the Stalinists divide the land among the p asantry, lower ronts, and eliminate usury
as part of their rise to power ‘is woll knowns We know also what happens to the
peasantry afterwards: its conversion into state serfss. A momont's though about the
Stalinist solution to the land Qustion in Eastern Europs should dispel any 1llusions
gbout what the viotory of the Stalinists will mean for the poesants in Indochina,
whether or not the land is ocollectivisede As for industrialization, we have no way
of knowing whether or not the Stelinists would industrialize Irdochina; this would _
depend upon its reletions to China and Russiae But even if they would, wo cannot
worship the'fetish of "industrialization" just as we cannot worship the fetish of .
"netionalization"e In a certain abstract sense, all industrialization may bs conside
ered as "progressive" = in the conorete reality of the context o sooial relations

_ in which Stalinist industrialization would oocur, its program of industrislization -

" would be reactionaryve :

" Dle Sooialists therefore cannot give military support to the Vietminh; they ocannot
call for its vietory ov rejoyce in or wish for its sucessése Nar can we urge the
Indochinese workers énd peasants to enter its ranks or desire its viotorye We must
deolare that -this is a reactionary war on both sideso this war betwieon French impere
jalism and the Vietminhos Whiie concentrating most of our propagande and agitation
ageinst American intervention and aid to the Feench, while using the IndoChina site
uation to educate for the need for an American demooratic foreign policy we must

also pose the Third Camp idea for Indochinae : i

- 224 This means that we urge Indochinese socialists and independent nationd ists,
and ebove all the workers, to fight for the oreation of a genuine revolutionary
independence movement « & movement opposed to both the Frenohyand its puppet Bao Dei,
and the Vietminhe Such a movement would naturally ettempt to win away the support
‘that Ho now recdives from the peasantry, and rally it to its bdnnere- The fact that

" the overwhelming support comes from thoe who are not Stalinists indicates tiatoer-

.. .tain tacties would have to be used in trying to win the massess the pe asant masses
" would heve to bs spoken to in certain ways. But it does not change enything about
_ our characterization of Vietminh or about the question of supporting ite

22, And finally, esn an independent Third Camp movement be created? And if yes,

oan it win the masses? We oannot be suree Ono thing seems clear:s We need not
"arite" indochina "off" the way we "wrote" Korea "off"e We know that there are
groups and movements with degress of independence from both sides, the Cao Dei and

' Hoa Bao, for instance. These groups have played a revolutionary role-in the past =
in the revolution of August, 1945, Above all there is the Indochinese proletariat,
small but socinlly weizhtye Despite its militent end revolutionary treditions, dose
pite the fact that the bulk of the workers have in the past split their support be=
tween the Stalinists end the Trotskyists, the prolotariat seems to be so-far totally -
uncommitted and completcly passives Groups and forces for a genuine independence

_ mowement olearly exist thorefore., Can they be wolded together into such a movement
and can they win the masses in time? Nobody can prediote - But it is certainly
the tatk of Indochinese socialists, demoorats and genuine nationsa ists to make
the attempte It is_ceriainly our task te urge thom_to make it.

.t

end
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DRAFT 1 nSOLU¢IG OU INDO-CHILA by Henry Gale - - CiE
,l . ,._._.-' .

I, 7T'i “TARACTER OF THE WAR -

For the Frenoh it is an:fmperialist war; sn “effort ta retain their richest colonys
For the Vietmenese people, the Vietminh is oonduotlng e war of national liberatione
There are two notable aspests to this war, One is the defense of the Vietmanese
nation against a foreign aggressor. (Vietminh, by the wey, is the legal govarne
ment of Vietman, so recognized by the French in 1546;).  The other 4s the contine
uous mass participation of the Vietmanese people in the struggle, malking it hlghly
‘similar to that of the Resistamce movement in World War II, ~

II. FORCES TN T VAR | N o L,

(4) FORDIGP o
1. The Frenoh are becomlng steadlly more resonciled to’ the 1nevitabllity of

their thhdrawl from the countrys = The Wwar has been frightfully. expen31ve for them

in temms of skilled military manpower as well as in money, and is deeply unpopular

in FranceeTheir political objective is to hold on to as much as they san eas long

as they can, meanwhile continuing to milk the country for the benefit of the Banque

de I'Indo~Ch1na, the colonists, and the flnanclal speculatorse

r, . o

, 2 The USA is inuerested in its own domination of this raoh 1and to an
extent second only to its desirs to maintain 1mpe*1a11st rule over the. country.

. It supports France in the absense of any viable alternatlve, ‘while moving steadily

closer to open interveantion in its own riglte Its politioal gosl (eventual) is

oomplete French withdrawl and the establlshment of an "independent” native state a

~ la Korea, Formosa, the Philliplnes, etoe.

3¢ China has helped the Vietminh, though to a much lesser extent uhan “the
US hes backed the Frenche China's internel problems (oolleot1v1zation of agriocul=
ture, 1ndusyrializatlon), vast enough to teke up its entire energies for decadss,
 absolutely preclude any imverialist adventures. She is mainly interested in the
security of her southern frontiev, international rocogn*tlon, ard a seat in the U.N.
This last faotor maekes China a highly unreliable ally for Vietmane

.- (B) NATIONAL~POLITICAL

le The Bao«Dai "govermment". represents a quisling g*oup,.éorrup” and lacking
any mass supporte Its members have so little oonpldenoe in it that most are une
willing to give up their French oitizinshipe ~ '

2¢ The Viet«Minh continues to represent the mejority of the Vietmanese.
Its top leadership is unquestionably Stalinist, but, as a movement, it is far from
Stalinized, and oonta;ns nume rous 1ndependent nablonallst .

. 3. '"Third Force" groups have existed thruuvhcut the var in the form of inde-
pondent amies, occupying positions in the mounteins and allying themselves oppor-
tunistically with either sideo Thess are semi=bandit elemonts and present no real
political alternativeso

(6} SOCIAL

le The bourgsoisie has never been stronge Today 1% xalmosu entirely
backs the French, although at one time large elemsnts of it wore in Viet-Minhs

. 2s The peasantry 1s the overwholming majority of the pcpulation and largely
becks the Viot-Minhe It provides regular and irroegular soldiers end is invaluable
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in the maintenance of the Viet-”lnh armies, but as elsewhere in Asia, i1t has no
preten31ons to sooial povior as a classe .

. f3. The Stalinists are a strong and selfnoonscious contonder for social
powere  They have 2 tradition of indopendence from the Kremlin, armd possess
strong roots in Vietnan which enable them to maintaln that independence from both
Moscow and raiplng. HGWevar, they are as inherently totaliiarian as other such
.movements, gl their ooming to power would seriously distort the development of
the Indo=~Chineso revolutione In the present phase, their ties to Poiping may
prove dengerous to the rovolution, in the event of a deal botween the Chinese end
Frenche :

lis The Vietnamese pro]etariat, which though small, has a long tradition of
militant class struggle, although it has been falrly quiescont, undsr the French -
_Iron Heel, during recent yearse Yet to it belongs tls entire responsibility for
averting a bureaucratico=-collectivist development efter the final ashievement of
independencee - As in other backward countries, its. deoisive sooial character
belies its surface smallness. ' ,

III. SOleLl T PO'LICI

.. le¢ Indo=Chinese spcialists should reoognize that thoir d6018179 problem
today is to achieve independence and that their place is definitely within the
.armed national liberation movemente At the same time, they should mezuataln

 striot working olass independence, constantly opposing the  Stalinicts? undemocratic
~1praotices and tles to Peiping and warning against the likelihood of a sellouts
It is of the highest importance that they find e solid prolelarian base, and that
‘they should lead the wor&ers back into the.center of the political arenas

2. A negotlated peace must be admitted to be dssireable, but only if it
will genulnelv provide national independencee If French troops are permitted to
‘m90gpgue“ in Vietnamp thore will always be a threat that they will attempt to re=-
oonquer the oountrys - Further, such a peace must be based on the real situation
=" in Vietnam, disregaiding Chinese desirese Chineso U.N. membarshlp should not be

pemitted to be bought by Vietnamess bloode

The following are vital condltlons for o democratlc peace in Indo-Chlna'
(&) Uncondltlonal withdrawl of all foreign, trooPS. i
(v) Immedlate free electlons to a oconstituent: assemblyo ':n

(c) Guarantee of the nation's 1ndependence anﬂ neutrality by India, Burma, ard
Indonesia, the neutral Asian statese o -

3e Foreign socialists should un,ondl ienal]y oppose any further 1mperiallst
aggrossion and seek to end that which is now taking places  They should so0k to -
-8id the smerging Republic of Vietnam and to achieve its integration into a faderal
union of dsmocrabic Aslan states, -

_and.
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SOSTALIST JL,VY FOR TH3 .HLR T I“UO- ’IFA

VoL

by ‘ake BnRr iS & Henry GALR

1. PATIONAL TIBIRATION vs. THPIRTALT »E-uvﬁQU}bT: THI "NATIONAL QUi Tior"

Our attitude tcwa“d any rllltary straggle must be ‘based lpon our
analysis of the historical character and war aims of the conflioting sides.,
In Viet-Fem we define them as.-follows: On the Franco-American Side; it is
a vor of 1mper1allst retention and re-oonquest. Un the Vvet-Ilnh side, it
is a war of national defense and nationa‘ liberation. Ve oHarac*arlze it as
e war of national beeratxon.from the Viet-¥inh side in spite of those Wiho,
like Comrade lartin, mairtain thet the Viet-iiinh is‘an’ agencv af Stalinist
imperialism, which would make the war an imperialist one from: both gides. |
Since his nosit‘on appears to be widely held in our movement, we: uh&ll mainly
concern ourselves in this dogument with 1its refutation and the 1mplementat1Jn
of our ovin positlon. The difforence is a major ore, and the sourre 1is undoubt-
edly to be found in the respective historical evaluations of stalinism.
Vie assume in passing that no reader of YSR is going to maintain that the nreoence
. of some thousands of natlve coolies in the forces of the M"Prench Union" meke
it & civil war. '

The revolutionary soc1a115t attltude tovard vars of imoerlallst conguest
has always been uncompromising opn051u10n, both because of their reesctionary
aims (i.e., preventing oolonial countriss from freely developing tremselves)
and because of the historic role of imperialism gs the 1ast resort of the -,
ruling -classes’ in the .advanced countri:sto maintain their econimies on a.

‘capitalist basis, ahd there;ore as a bul:ark aga;nst the achievement of
socialisme : - : h :

FERI . . :!,.
i . . [ »

Similarly, revoluticnary °001allsts have .invariebly sqpnor+ed mars of
national liberation and national defense, irrespective of the social rature of
the nations involved. The reasons for this attitude have ohanged their order
of imnortance somevhat with the increasing deoadznce of.¥orld capitalism,

but remain gererally valid todaye In the first placs, na*xonal solf-
determination is a primary and basic democratic right of any people, and must be
achieved as & nrerequlslte for furthor democratio end soc’alist develonments.
Secondly, though decidedly less important when world cepitalist degenrsration has
gone to such a point that it is ssriously doubtful vhether it céan play a -
progressive tristorical mle under any circumstances whataver, ‘national indepen-
dence provides the opporuumlty for a pation-steas to enter into the main stroam
of international economic and tectnological development. Thirdly, defest

of the ruling class in an advanced industrial courtry in & colonial ar weaken
it seriously at home, and thus materially aids the struggle of its vorking N
class to renlace capitalism with socialisme For these reasons, SDOlﬂllsta__ .
have given lelvarr support (to be carefullv distirguished’ from politicel or
any other kind of sunrort) even to such viciously reactionary regimet as thet.
of Chiang Xai-Shek and his Kvominteng. To cite gases which a'e, if pos:1ble,
even more extreme, consider-the military support ve gave the féudal (t) end
slaveholding (13) Laile Selassie arainst Mussslini and Badog 10-- or fas01st
(but @rdubitably 1mpe rialist) Hazi Germany. o -

t

L category of wars :n which the guestion-of national independecnce is
not the decisive criterion for military support is, 'of oourse;: that of
revolutionsry (& ogvnter-releutlanarv) vargs Analysis of this oategorv is
relevant primarily to civil wars, such os the Russien and Spanish, in which

tlere is a decisive social olesvagze between the sides, ’
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The questions in dispute on enalysis of and socialist polioy toward the Indo-
China war turn centrally on the appraisal of the Viot.liinhe There is and can be no
question raised as to the imperialist role of the French and their American backers,
nor of the oorrupt quisling character-of the powerless Bao Dai regime. Ve consider
the war oconducted by the Viet-ilinh to be one of rational liberation, that the Staline
ist leadership of the Viet-Minh seeks to become the ruling olass in its own right,
after the pattern of burocratic colleotivism as exists in RussiaK and elsewheree
The Martin dooument submitted to the National Action Committee characterizes the
military struggle as being between "Frenoh and Stalinist imperlallsm" and states thd

the Viet-liinh aims to establish "a typical Stalinist satelllte state" e

In examinlng ‘the Martin position whet first strikes the reader is the glarlng
methodological error evident in the phrase "French and Stalinist imperialism"e
Obviously there can nsver 'be a military struggle between French imperielism, a very

*veal and conorete matter of armies ‘and administrators, end Stalinist imperiel ism,

a socimo=sconomio charsoterization of ocertain drives arlslng from the nature of

" . burooratic-0plleotivist societye Such slipshodness in a Marxist is thoroughly

K 1nexousable. To speak of a given war as an imporiclist war one must be abls to iders

~;; tify and point our the imperialist forces et work on both sidese If Martin maintains
" that the Viet-llinh is 'an agenoy of Stalinist imperialism we 85Kes.oWhat 1mper1allst

_power is it an agent of?  Not just "Stalinist imperialism™, comrade, we won®t

be put off with that versatile phrases Countries are not reduced to colonial or
satellite status by abstract idcologiss, however persuasive and insidious, but by
the economic power and armed might of concrete imperiallst nationss Come, COMOeses
If you try to tell our movement that Indo~China is currently the soene of armed
battle between French armies and an ideology, not only we but ell Uarr1sts within

”3,‘earshot will be unable to restrain our tltterlngl

What imperialist power, whet imperialist nauion, is the Viet-Minh the agent
or tool of?. Russgia? There are no Russian forces:in Viet-Nam, there never have
been, there very likely is not a Russien in the country--barring an ex-countess here

and therss Chinese perhaps? The Viet-Minh was an established force, Stalinist
oontrol and all, well before the Chinese Stalinists won power. In fact, at its
inception and for some time, the Viet-liinh has close tiss with the Kuomlntang of
Chian Kai-Shek!. Whilo collaborstion is obviously teking place . . v T !

between Chinese and iet~lamese Stallnlsts on the lovel of diplomacy and to some

‘extent military 'supply, this ocan be ‘explained with eomplete satisfaction as an

alliance of mutual interest against a common foee There is no evidence of actual

Chinese. Stalinist 1nterVant10n in Viet-Nam, nor any indicetion of supercession of

'_\the Viet-liinh leadership by Chineses .

For our part, ve believe that the Yougoslav and Chinese experlenoés have shown
that it is entirely possible for a pative Stalinist movement to seek and attain
sociel power on its own, and that This is what is happening in Viet~Name Ho Chi

'~ Minh no more wants to be a satellite than do Tito or Meo, or for that matter any

netive Stalinist anywheres His goal is a nationelly indepsndent Stelinist state,

and he has suffioient forces to have a real chanoe of attaining ite (Why this is

so, and what oan be done to avoid this outcoms or the alternative of continued .
imperialist subjuse-ion, we shall teke up in our analysis of the Indo=Chinese

.revolutions) We feoel that we have degisively established the national=-revolutionary

oharacter of the war and in any such war socla‘lsus, as we al! know, must be une

‘equivocally for- the military defeat of the foreig® imperialist powers

II. , THE VIST»NAIESE R“VOLUTION' STALINIST LEADZRSHIP AND PEASANT COMPOSITION

The Viet-Namese revclutton differs from ‘the olass1oa1 examples on which the
Theory of Pemanept Revolution was based, in that it appears at a more advanced

-atage of the deolire and degeneration of world oapitnllsm, and thus acquires

addltlonal problems through the presonce on tho scene of a new social force, the
' ' o0
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. Stalinist burooraoys Throughout the colonisl and backward conntries in the present
_period the role of the native bourgeoisiss in the initial national stage of the

.‘Irevolutiép_is inoreasingly belng pleyed by the Stalinistse This development ree
flects the defeats suffered by world imperialism and the extreme puniness of the

native bourgeoisiese Today it is the Stalinist parties who lead the nationalist

__peasantry end petty-bourgeoisie against the imperialist poviers. DNevertleless,

the tasks of the national movembnt remain the scmo, and the problem of thd -
proletariat == to assyme leadership of the movement ‘and push it forward to sociale
revolutionary goals~ is basically unchanged, once the olassesxploitative nature

of Stalinism is understoode '

Indo=Chinese Stalinism hes today based itself solidly on the peasantry and
sunk deep roots in the countryside. In its eight years of leadership of the Viote
Minh goverrment it has clearly defined itself in terms of its olass azpiratvions
and policies, and emerged as a real contender for.social powere As a class, the
collectiviat burocraoy represented by the Stelinists is a reactionary one," because
it supresses the only progressive class in-modern scoiety, the proletariate. However
at the same time, it carries out objectively progressive policiess National
liberation, lend division, and scoumulation through expropriation of the protertied

- strate and foreign intsrest of initial industriel cepitaele This dual role of

Stalinism in the backward end ‘colonial countries is admirsbly enalysed by Comrade
Me Y. Weng in the NI for MarcheApril %51 : o

The VietwNamese Stalinists have been gble to ocapturs the confidence of much
of the peasantry because of these objectively progressive actions. Howevar, these
tasks are very far from completely carried oute It is extremely ‘doubtful that the
French, unlike the FKuvomintang, can be driven from the country by peasart armies

B alone, jungle victories notwithstendinge This could only be .acoomplished by

calling for, and obtaining, an antieimperialist rising of the. workers and vrban

‘maesses generally, a step of which reactionary Stelinism is incapabla,_'Atfthis poirt

we ave sbout to hit upon the key to a genuine socislist alter ndtive in Indo=Chinae

At this juncture we back away for a moment to review the present state of ade
vanced Marxist understanding of the fundamental dualism of Stelinisme For a long
time we Marxists considered the Stalinist parties to be simply overseas agents of

the Kremline The development of the theory of burocratio collectivism and the Yue

goslav and Chinese expsriences, have forced a modification.of this epproachs Ve

now understand thet the Stalinists are egzents of the Kremlin for the basic reason
thet, as & class which exists only potentially ‘before its accession to power, its
actusl olass base is a foreign oneewnamely the big, powerful burocraticwcoliectivist
ruling class of Russia itself. Howsver, the moment a Stalinist party tales pover
in a country, the situation, still spesking in oless terms, begins Yo ochange: It
now has its own sooial base, it is now & class for itself. MNo ruling class desires
to share powsr with enothev, especially if that otler is a brutal, rapacious, com=
pletely domineering end totalitarian ons like the Russian (or Chinese) collectivist
burocracye .

Therefore, whenever a Stalinist party takes power, the organis tles which bound
it to Moscow (or Peipimg) are immediately destroyeds The only remaining ties are
those of naked force or the threet of force (Poland, Czechoslovakia, North Kerea,
eto,) or those of mutual interest (China)e Vhere neither exists, as in Yuzoslavia,
an open bresk can easily tnke places The Independent Socialist movement has chem
reoterized this contradiction between the inte mational and nationel features of
Stalinism as fundamental to the burocratiocmcollectivist social systems

It is the misfortune of the Viet=llamese Stalinists (and if we are clear=-
sighted enough, the op-ortunity of Third Camp Sooialists) that they are caught
squaroly in the middle of this oontredictione This is so bocausey though they have

already formed themselves into a olass hold ing state pover in substantial areas of
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the oountry, they -have. not yet consolidated that power against the FrancowAmericans,
“the’ Viet-Namese working classes, and the Chinose and Russianse The VieteNamese Sta=
) ;linists are dependant on Mosoow and Peiping precisely to the dogree that their

*  owr powor in VioteNam is as yot insacurog viotory in tho national war would pormit
them to move vory rapidly to tho status of indopondont natlonal ruling olass to
which they quito nuturally aupirot . . .

Tho Stalinist VioteMinh loadorship is thus intonsaly and immodlatcly do=
‘sirous of cstablishing control ovor tho ontiro countryp But tho Chinoso and Ruse
sions havo no roason to dosire such a dovolopmonte Todny thoy aro ablo, as its
only allios in a dosporato strugglo, to oxort important prossuro or tho Victwlinhe
‘Pomorrow, an indopendent stato of VicteNam, Stalinist rulcrs rotwithstanding, 1iko

" all VioteNameso traditionally antagonistie toward China, might woll provo obdurato
" and dangcrouse Thoroforo it ocomos as no surprisoc that tha Russians and Chincso
Fare oponly offoring to soll out tho Viotelfinhe 3 -

Y 11T, THES I NDO=CHINESE REVOLUTION (oon‘b').. THEORY OF PZRMANENT REVOLUTION AMND
' ‘ THE ROLE OF: THE PROLETARIAT . | o

-, Tho most 1mpartant aspoct 'of tho Viot.Namoso rovolutlon, vicwed in tho light-
vt of $ho Marxist theory of Pormanont Rovolution, is its peasant charastcere About
~ 90% of the population of tho country is rural, tho immorso majority of thoso boing
. oxooodingly poore The conditions of livelihood of tho Viotellamoso peasant havo
boon among tho worst in Asipe Ovor half aro landloss, and among tho othors usury
and tax—gouglng havo worxod ounulativo cooromlo havoc. ‘

Tho basio hlstorlc fa%k of tho Irdo-Chlnaso rovolution is to givo lond to tho
‘poasantry and attain national 1rdopondonoa.. Tho ocontral noturo of thoso tasks stamp
it conclusivoly as a bourgoois rovolutione Acoording to tho Thoory -of Pormancnt
Rovolution, tho bourgoois rcvolution in .backward courtrios- todqy aan:bo lod to
complotion by neithor tho bourgooisic or the poqsantry. v =

o " That tho ponsantry, truc to its typo ovorywbcro, has fallod to tako lead"rahlp
“# 4n tho revolution is apparont in tho faet thot it follows tho Stalinlsts, ard has
shown no signs whatsocver of formlng a rcal olass porty of its owne ~Bosidos thoso
who follow tho Stalinists, sigrificart soctions >f tho pomsantry in somo parts of
Viot=Nam aro srganized in sovoral largo p311tloo-r011glous soots, with their own
looal govormmont organs and thoir omn nilltlas. Theso groups hove domonstratod
thoir comploto lack of -politiocal clarlty at ovogy 'stop, nor can arything bo oxe=
pootnd from thom w1th3ut docisivo lﬂadorshlp from outsldo tho graups thonsolvos.

, Tho Viot=Namoss b)urg001sio is an hlstorlo czbortion. Tho Frn“ch 1mporlallsts
‘novor pormitted it to bo borny for doogd s thoir iron contrsl of tho coonomy forcod
most nativo oapital to roturn to tho lard in the form of usury éapitale Tho ro#
‘sult has boon that tho VioteNamoso bourgoalulo is tiod in tho closost possiblo way -
to tho structure of foudal opprossion of tho pcasantry; Its wollegroundod faaxr of
the pocsant movomort, in tho light of its own political and cconomic impotonco, of=
foctiVvoly dobars it from ployirg cny socinlercvolutionary roloe Indood, it can -
play no real rolo ovon in tho national rcocvolution, sinco it nocds dosparatoly somo
fom of forcign domination to maintain its own cless positione The most that it is
oapab’o of is a puroly domagogic show of nationalism, whosc roal purposo is to gain
oonécssions from tho Fronchy its fondost hopo is to trudo its Fronch yoko for
an Amorlcan ONO e .

As opposod to tho promaturoly sonile bourgooisio, tho Vlot-Naroso ‘prolotariat
is o potonthlly deecisivo ssccial olnsse Its numorical smallnoss=elittlo moro than
. b% "of ‘tho populatione~ iz negated by its concontration in tho oitics, ard tho

opportunity this givos it to mobilizo tho volatilo urban potty~bourgools rassose
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In addition, it has a trodition of ‘groat combativity, end a long history of organ-
jzation into olass partios of tho Marxist venguarde

Tho ravolution of 1955 prosdonted the Viot-Nemosc proloteriat with the charco
to tako powor, but it was unablo to tako rsal advantege of it,although it took
many conscious spops in thet dirocotions Tho basio roason for its failurc is that
the Stalinists hel tho confidonoo of tho peasantry for thair poliey of "pooples
front" and collaboration vith ths "Westorn demoorecicse” In 1945 tho Viet-Fameso
prolotariat was facad v ith tho choicn of accoptancc of tho Viet-Minh rogime o
0ivil ware Sporalic armed confliots did brosk out in meny loocalitiocs, but on the
whole tho Viot-linh rogims provol capablo of consqlidating itsolf in most of tho

3 oountrye Heving subluod and limitod tho pr olotarien movemente~that is, having pro=-
5 vonted fhat movom:nt from winning loadorship of the poasant sdrugglo=--tho Viot=

. Minh considored itsolf strong onough to carry out tho imporialist bargains of
Yalta and Tohorene It pormittod tho British to 1and troops, and subsoguort ly tho
Fronch to roturne The rost is familiar: ' By 1946 tho rovolutionary wave had
. ..passod its orost and subsidede R

.Sipoo that timg tho Vietenamosc prolotariat has beon passive and, as the
direct eonsaquenca, tho poasant and urban petty-bourzcols masses have hoon
_ without sorious loadsrshipe Tha consoguoncos of' lenderiossnoss of the messos
 have besn twofold: Fi st, for lack of any other alternative, the peasant movement
has fallen evor mord thoroughly under the sway of the Staliristse Second, the
radio=l natioral-demooratic formations of tho petty-bourgeoisic, like the roligio-
political Catholics, Ceo Dai ani Hoa Hao, who showed consiierabls devolopement
- toward political clarity at tho height of the proletarian movement, have surk into
oonfusion, utopian droeming, and abstontionisme ‘Fronoh rule in the big cities and
_the rice=bowl distrio%s has bein prebtty largoly froe of sorious threst of gencral
- strikes or uprisings, whioh would othorwise make thoir entiro military position
 urntenable in tho countrye Bosides the obvious mattor of brutal Frznch rsprossion,
the paralysis of the onoo-pwerful working=class organizations, and of the working=
. oldss itself, is unloubtslly more than enything else the direct oconsoqusnce of the
- Stalinist betrayal in 19L5-l6, It is roesprable to assuma ‘that tho Stalinists re=
ciprocato this mistrust; in any caso, they ard not likely to desire the more active
participation of the proletariat in the revolutionary struggle,

Today tho prolstariat is thé_decisive unaomnitted social fored in the country.
It has the potential, clearly shown in the history of its political struggles and
espeoially in tho socialersvolutionary battloes of 19L5-4i6, to achisvo lsadership

' of the Viat-Yamoso masses in the notional movemente-given, of course, a high degree
of politicel clarity ard orgenize®ionsl ooherences For a Marxist, aralysing the
Indo-Chinese conflict from the standpoint of Permanent Revolution, the isoletion

of ths proletariat from the peasant strugzle is the ohisf stumbling«block to the
advance of the Indo-Chinose revolutions

IVe SOCIILIGT POLICY A¥D P3RSPECTIVIS FQR.THB,INDO-CHINESS NATIONAL STLUGGLE

It must be understood that the authors consider thamselvss to be free of any
illusions sbout the possibilitios for clsar and "unbrokon" socialerovolutiorary
dovelopments in Indo=China, regariless of corrsdt policiess The developmant of the
ravolution in colonial countriss, or beckward countries in gencral, has long been
understood by the lurxist movement to be subordinats to, and conditioned by, the
progress of the proletarian movement in the edvanced centerss. If the October
Revolution itself could not advance to socialism end waes in fact ovorwhelmed by

. counter-ravolutionary Stalinism becauss, ulbtimately, of ths failurc of tho
revolution in Germany and the West, it is obvious that it is even less possible for
the Inlo=Chineso prolotarigt, By shesr clarity and will, to mchisvo the vietory of
socielism in tho single backward nation of Viet-Name Hither developnents towerd
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greater soolal powor of the proletariat will take place in the advanoed countries
~and provide n world context within which tha strugglas in! tho.eolorig areas can

advance toward sooialist goals, or tho Viet=Naneso rovolution and its gains will be

inhorited by a now burocratice-collectivitt ruling olass on the Stalinist mocels
“This-is nothing but ordinary realism, end is basically no different from the
_prognosis for tho Russian wor:ers' state made by Lonin and Trotsky both- before and
“after Octobor, To realize the diffioulties and limited possibilities of the

revolutlon doos’ not mean that the revolutloﬂary struggle itself is a mlstakal
DIV |

In ‘China nfter the saoond world war the Stalinists, at the head of peasant
"armles, ovorran the country. and esteblished the rule of their own ocollectivist .
buroeraoy, whioh' thus becamo’' consolidated as the ruling class. The Stalinist: -
victory was schioved without, ~and over the heads of, the Chinsse proletariat,,
dargely passive as that group had been since the disasters of the 1920'se In
power,: the Chinese Stalinists,: ‘while prooclaiming the role of the working class as -
‘thét of leading sooiety under "Peoples' Demooracy", ' actually.suppressed such
workingzeclass sooial Anitiative as did arises The passivity of the Chinese
proletariat, and its exhaustion and disillusion, immensely facilitated the consol=
idation of burooratic-collectivist totalitarianism in ths course of a fow years,
althoush this process had teken far longor in Russis itself, where the tradition of
prolatarian loadership-was rooted out ornly after bitter struggle se..~ More, al though
Stalinism at lenzth triutphed in Russia proper, important cedres of Marxism-Leninism
‘throughout thé world revolutionary movement-were salvaged and the lessons of
Stalinist counter-revoliition weére not by any mearns lost on the advanced workers of
many countriose. It is precisely these cadreés who were trained during the October
pariod who prosznt the hope todav of world-wide proletarian resurgence, of world reve
*iolution and world s001a113m. hlll anyone say that the Bolshevik Revolution was
: in VainZ : - : TR : v

Everythihb sald in the 1ast two parawraohs is woll known, but the oopclusxons
.’are not alweys drawn. For us, ths MHarxists, the lesson is this: There is & world
of diffey onco for the. proletarian movement botween a revolution which is ovore
whelmed ond goos down fighfing, and a revolution which never takos.places If en
‘Indo~Chineso rovolution under proletarian-leadership is betrayed end isoleted, &nd
goes down:unlor the wavé of burocratice=colleotivist ramotion, that is a t ousand
times more progressive for ths world proletarian struggle :than if the proletariat
merely passos mutely from on slavery to anothere It is extremely probablo that
the ond re® ult in Indo-Chine, short of Vorld War III,will be un indepondent
Stalinist (or ot best, semi-Stalinist) state, ellying itself for the present with
the Russian anl Chinese powerse. Viithin this general oharacterization, the key
question for larxists is "To what extent is the proletariat imbued with class=
oonsciousnoss and solida rity? To what extert must the regime adapt itself in 1ts
drive for class power to the dynamism of the working messes, and attempt te hold

to support of soctions of thosc masses?" Patiy=-bourgeois terror in the face:.of
the probability of Stalinist develepment of the revolution, liks petty-bourgeois
terror of EEX.of the consequencss of revolution, serves only to paralyse such
elemerits and those led or influénced by them in the face of imperialists and.
collectivist burocraOJ alike . : '

In the struwglo for politiocal clarity in the world Marxist movement on polioy
in Indo-Chlna. we should ralsa the follov1ng slobana.

(1) Unaqvlvocal m’Ilt°rV supp ort to all native forces fighting for expu151on of
the mrormlisw. » :

!

_ (2)° Call for the Vleu-l:uOSG pro‘etquat to tekse the lﬁadership of the na*ional
struggle by strikas un3 risirgs in the clties. o o :
| ‘ _1304

. “( more )
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(3) Yo deal betwsen the Stalinist imperialist powors and theWestern bloo for

partition or oocupation of Viet-Name The Viet-Namese blood shed in the name of
independence must not be traded for Russian trade or Chiness legitimaoy}

Thos politically advanced Viet-llamese HMarxists who acocapt our line should be
advised to take the follonlng oourse:

(i) Organize the proletariat for 1n»ran81~eant political, military, and
economic struigle egainst the imperialistse :

(2) Educate the proletariat to the understanding that the interosts of the
world btalxnwst 1eaders may lead them to sell-out to the imperlalists.

(3) Explain to them why this is so, from their own historiocal kno:ledge of the
Sta11n1sts' tae*los end on the bas1s of the class nature of burocratic-colleot;v1sm.
D) Set for them the goal of w*nn;ng over the Stallnlst and independsntn
netionalist peasant formatlons to the leadershlp of thelr oun program for independerm ¢
end soolalisme. :

) (5) Prepare them for continuing their class stru glas, andl for oont*nued

o gitatlon among the peasanﬁry, even under a regime domlnated by the Stallnlsts.

, (6) " Conv1nce them that the fate of their revolut¢onary strugzle for socialism

E-depends ultlmately on the victory of the w rld-wide proletarian struggle, and that

"“‘their own courage and datermlnaﬁion can have an importent’ rola in rev;tallzlng and

inspiring that struggla. : 4 ~,-‘_§- ‘

, The Third Camp, as undarstood by Independent cooialism, w111 arise from the
world solidar‘ty of the working ¢lass and the colOnlal peonles. Their con be only

- one road to the building of a Thlrd Camp movemsnt in' Indb ~China:  The proletar ink

itself must establish its politloal leadership of the netionel etruggle, by entering

it and broadening its demards to the socinlist transformation of sociotye

oendg
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.+ . .TPS PROPLEN OF THE TONFIRZRS By Mike Harrington

Totalitarianism, It does not meen blstorleal tyramny, or even
giuply twentleth century dictatorship, nelther Ceacer nov Franco,
properly speaiing. It does not mean the simple suppressicn cf
liberty, Lo ,
Totaliterianlsm 13 the substitution of state écer:icion for every
other principle in a soclety. It nct only lavelives the dostruc-
tion of the individusl, but the totaling of ‘indivlidual destructims _
into thé ruin of the whele, of individuality as suche Its juris-
prudence ; for instance, is not persoral but categorlal, the convic-
tion of the Internationsl-Jew-Trotskyite-Titolst whe "ghould' have
_committed the crims rather than of tha actual asgassin, It must
ultimately penetrate into every center of autonomy, into ard, rel=-
igicn, even into tradition 1tself, :

It 1g not the last reasction of’a'suiéidﬁlvcapitalism, as the stal-

. inists onca described 1t, Far 1t invelves the creatica of a new

class Socilety, a dlve which was forcing Hitler to turn agalnst
thége very iandustrialista who origirally supported him, In this
movenient, 1t is the elaberatlion of tendoncles which exlst in twen-
tieth century techniques, and it would bse impossible without the
science and industrial rescurces of cur timee

Totalitarianism I8 totals The state does not merely concern 1t
gelf with external actions, but with freedem as such, In Orwell's
"ygai" the cifizem mast nct only confess his gullt to Big Drother:
he must believe 1it, -

The United States today is not totalitarien, or lmmediste te 1t,
and 1t would be a mistake to talk ag if 1% were, DBut thore are
tendancies in that direction, partilcularly in the war econcmy, and
we must reccgnize them for whet they ars 1n ocder to fight them,

The Army has not only documented an lnstance of this tendency: it
has publicized it, In the November, 1952 issus of Colliers, there
is an article, "Cowbat Soldiers Fall to Shoot", by Bill Davicdson,
It is based on the studies on Brigadier Genmeral S.L.A. Mershall,
the Army's expert on the subject.

In World Uz II, the Army discovered that only 15 to 25 per cent

of the mon in a posltion to fire their weapons actudlly did - even,
though they wers uvidsr attack, In Xorsa an intencive program has
ralsed this percentage te 5C, but 75 is consldored the maximum
possilble,

The Army blamod the "nonofirer" on his inhibitions., The child in
our culture is trained to repress the desire to kill, Laws pro-~
hibit it., The traditions of Christilanity, Judaism and the Enligt-
enmont variously crezte an ideological pcaition of the right of
cthers to bodily intasrity. '

Therefore, in ordor to solve the problem of the "non~firer", the
( moro ) : o0t
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-dultﬁﬁhl'dﬁﬁ'individual inhibition against killing rust Lo des.-

royode. S

) -~ v

Tho Arny toolr a mothodical roads It ¢oncludod that those _valuos
could be dostroyedy-or made inoperative, in throee wayse. FPFirst:
tho 1dentity of the individuwal rust bo crughod and ho imst be nade
a nerber of a mob, A‘an in a mob will do ihings he would not
otherwide do, Socond: a group ethic, sanctioning violenco, nust
be evolved, What 1s wrong fior the individual is not wrong for tho
groupe And lastly: the leaders of the rwn mmst function ag father
firures, This will take away tho sense of gullt, for the ren will
follow blindly., : R : ~

.. Seweral characteprlstlcg are ngig”ﬁO,thb[Aﬁﬁ&“s.apxroaoho It uses
.. psychological analysils and.téchnique, Thess techulques all reqiroe
" "“the destruction of the indlvidnal personality. .And la8tly, there

“- "1 the amazing fact that the Arny publicizes thils activity In a

Ty

~he wse of psychological technigues poses a trerendcusg problewn in
the strugrle against totalitarianisu, Tle ninsteenth century -soc-
$alist concépt of the nasses spontaneously reacting te chanres in
the objedtive situation nust be qualificd, For 1t 1s now possible
for a. governsent to ranjpulate the extérnal wrld so that the data
econforms to 1ts ains,  The iarny's wmethod of handliang the non-firer
13 an anbitious atteupt to eradicate the effect ¢f tl® culture in
which a nman was born, L I

victor Serge realizod tho luportancs of ‘the psycholcgical sciences
when he wrote ("Socialisn and Fsychology", LODLRI REVIEW, lMay,
1947, pPpo 195~6) "It 18 no longer poseible to iguore nass psycho-
logy which has been inadequatoly studied but the irportance cof
which cannot be doubted if cna..tolkes inko consgiceration phencumena

such asg the panlcs whleh spread throuch arfif%es and nationsg, lyach-
ings, meetings whippec Into frenzy by irrational agitat lov; the
Jife of whole populations subjected to the totalltarim process

which crushes individual, human per sonalltyo"

It 1s interesting to note that Serze places an emphagis on the mob
in his exarpleg - and what the Aramy Js attemptlng to de in its
first approach is oreate a mnob rnethedically. The Hazisg and Stalin-
i1sts have, of ocourse, extended the use of psychology far beyoad
that of the Arumy, Yet thls 1s perhaps the boldest example we yet
have of an-Arerican willingness to operate so conscicusly In the
deper sonalization of the individual. oo -

In fighting such a technique the domcerat 1s at a great disadvan-
tare, at least in the saort run. If rnot only the interpretation .
of data, but data itsslf, is controliled, an lupcssible sitvation - .
1s crested, This instance, which the framy supplies, is probably .
oro of the mest significani and Jdangerous gteps in that direction-
- although the Lisenhower BBI&O technlqus 1s ai other inportant
example ' 3 R . : ' ) _

The very existance of a group with: the Aruy trained to think In
the terms of using knowladge of psycnology and psychiatry for pol=-
1tical indcctrination constitutes a tremendcus threat, One reren-
bers thet it was under the gulse of war necessity that tho FBI

arassed a tremendous amowat of fingerprints, How are they Leing

( moro ) 307
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uséd todny? - How will psychological manipulatlon bo used in ﬁh;
futuro?

. . There is, w thin tho Amorican people, a traditlon of froedori which
.- 1g somwbimes surprisingly stronge Worldd Var II dld result inm tot-
- ‘alitarian elerents being introduced into the economy, DBut contrary
© to many sociallst predictions, there wae a falrly quick abandonuent
- of the war econouy, at least in 1ts lugtltuticanal form, Therefors,
'we rmiSt be cautilous in estimating the sigmificaiace of the Aruyls
non={Iirer progearl, ' .

We rust, in fact, place 1t wilthin ths context of the permanant war

economy and of the Increasing roactlenary ildecloglcal aspect of the-
“Teold wer, Seen in this light, the Avrmy techrigue 18 nct eco rmch

important lu itself, but as a porteit of what may ccmse. The prop- |
c:: aganda ¢f the last war within the'Unlted Stetes was chiefly repl-

: titicul, and it at least had the virtue of being phrssed In a pro-
gressive mythnlogye. MHowever, 1t ls qulte prcbeble that this will
not be trus iun the advancing of the cold war and a pussible third
varld ware lore subtic methods may bo neadad and certaizly a nwe
total wnaaninity will bo domanded. Tho Army, at least, 1s ready,

The sacond aspect of the Arny program whilch 1s essential to it 1§
1%9 anti-porsconailsm., Tn the Colillers aitlelea, Dr, Il Frallich,
an afmy psychiacrist,was quoted as belng quilte preclge on thiy
point, It is necessary thst the individual be destroyed In ocach
cne of ths throe apbroaszhas, ’

Categorial guilt is fact becoming a part of our ccld war law, It
is noit only a question of the adminlstrative uge of "gullt by ass-
‘ociation" in congressional commltteess It 1s far more dangerous
to the actual legal fabric of civil libertles when It occurs under
" the guise of the consgpiracy concept. ' »
. In "polite" white cdéller crines, such as antl-trust prcsecutions
the old doctrine of conspiracy had been enlarged, and less bctuai
proof of intent, spocific steps and the like; required, But this
was'in a process #n which “eripme" was only a fietion, aud the pun-
“3tive esanctilons hardly evor used, Nevertheless, it establlshed a
dangerous serisg of precodanis. . »

Ncw this doctrine of consplracy is being used in political crimes -
and has fellen ©0 the'emazing level of only reguiring, in the Smith
Act, corspiracy to advecaie, nos evsn censpiracy to act, The mwsult
13 that the goverament has written netioas of ceollective gullt inb
the laW o

The Arny approach to the nan=firer Is the reverse zid of this coln. |
It attempha ths creabion o thd group, and of a novilda of groap
Tnipnt" watch is ths correiative of goown Ywrowg' fuvoked fn th
Smith Act prosecuilons, Whese relaticns conly have slgnificuncs as
“tendencies, It would be weong to suggesh that porgonal freodon

hay bean'desircy2d, DBub the aweas in which they occur - cold war
snti-subversion and ¢nid war militsrisn - indicabo tha®% they are a
bagic feature of the war eeoncny. Aad that more can be exbeoted.

The Army's antie-personal geoup approach calls to mind a far more
extrome example of the same methcd. Cften, a new group 0f S¢Se
troops wore reguired by the Nazls to cormnlt some particularly

308

{ mean N



heinous crimw, - Afber i1t wds' done, they ‘were asserblod and told
that they had incurred a group:gullt dn the’eyes of the world and
must alugy 8 be together,uevénﬁdiecﬁogetbéf, because they wore con-
dexmed as a gr@Pe. - - 1f~,ﬁax@ﬁmf; . .

. 3 - CoE
e

There have beén “group-thiuk" progdams before, but the partlcular
charactoristic of the Army exawpla isg lto conseloug use of psycho-
logical techniqua. Again, it containg wlithin itgelf the possibil-
ity (and thus far, only -the pogsibility) that the demands of ths

“2 cold war will necessiim te tha: destructicn of all pergonality and

“thé cteation of far larger and manipulable groups, For the issue
involved gces farther than the destruction of the externals of per-
gonal liberty. Tt is an’attempt to chanrge’ the perscn hilmself, and
4t6 make him part of a new .jroup.- it:ls here that the Army progran
bears its most terrible similarity to,thQ,géms;andgmethods cf tote~

.

- elitarlanismg %o ov. 2o

But by fer the most dangerous fact aboub tha Army progran is that
 ;it~is,publigizad;nﬁtand;tbat;it ils acceptado,w“u;i;;“"'" o ‘

In the nineteenth centudy, scelal theought concelved ¢f group con=-

gsciousness.as progresslvey fashldned out &€ changes-in the world

"~ 1%tself, Yot the tweantieth. oentury bas revéaledy- in Nazlcn and

""',Stalinisfg'regressions.oﬂ;tremendeus praporticr, Thers 1s a sense

“in which Stalinisn corforns to a-certaln hsed in the Russlan peopls,
a donse in which 1t 1g populsr, .despite all -1ts erimes, -

. As.Serge'quntagqut,:the/unoonsciouchoata&ns a-gource of regress-
fon, particularly the group unconsclcus, EHe writes, "The geeds of
totalite ianism exist In all modern socletlea since they are as
much rooted in the despotism of the past as in the possibilitles
opened to the state by modern technolosy." And in this cgse,sbk -
13 the use of the medorn technology = psychalogy - to bring to ths
surface the past despotism of the umecongeleus that 1s the danger.
It 1s certainly no accident that the third method used by the Army
15 the creatlon of leaders as Ufather-figures”, '

The very basin of technological soclety provides a possible surrat
for such manipvlations. In the depcrscnalization whicia resulted
from the industrial revolution, tie Jdestruction of ths independent
craftsman, the anti-individualist division of labor, there are two
functional clagses - tho technlcal ellte and the mass. It can be
seen in the resistance to workers-ccutrol so often encounterod
among workinguen, in the desire to retaln the cld relatlonshlip,
Erich Fromm bas described it as an “escape from freedon" «

This tendsncy need not issue in tétalltarian forms, It 1g possi-
ble to attack the problem and solve It, Dubt 1% can, ecpeclially
wher there 1s & conscinus psychologleal exploitation of its poss-

1b1litles, This i3 tthy the cold war and %the pormavent war econony
should nct be couaeslved of as slmply resctlon, For 1t coMild coile=
stitube a Yprogress" to a new form of soclety based on new and mwre
gconscious exploitatvicn than any which has gone before,

. v

The Army has worked out the technique necossary to solve & problem
which it faced., Dut the particular kind of teohnique 1t chose, tie
antl-perscnal menipulation of individuals by moarns of applied psy-
chology, 48 no accldont. It is a technique which can golve far
lavger problems and may well be called upon to do scC. It 1s a
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technique’ which provides a terrible lmags of what could come as &
result of the institutionallzation of the permanent war eccmony,

It demonstrates once again the inter-relatlonships of econony,
sclentiflc technique, and war demands, It 1s a weapcn which 1s
potentlally as absolute as thé atomlc wespons aad, in a sense, far
more terrible, because it leaves the person allve after. 1t has des-
troyed hime ' ' : ’

. At the end of the article, Pavidson confesses that he had doubts
" abeut the morality'of such a technlque. He went to a mlnlster who
© . %old hizm that the vell could be 1lfted on "men's brutality' in de-
fense of the ccuntry - and be lowered agala. when'the war wag over.
Agide fprom the twisting of ethics needad to arrive at such a posi="
'tion, 1t misstates the 1ssue completely, o o -
" The questiom is not only of the effect on the nation's conscious-
ness, For, even assuming that the people are ready to have tls
veil lowered back agala, will the Army be? Will the ruling powers,
wac could easlly come to see irsuch a method an easy way to control
the masses? , .

It is not a linear, abstract consclousness with whieh the Army
deals, It 1s a consciousvess at the partlcular moment of twéentletn
contury technoleogy and twentleth cenbury crlsis, In this, 1t is a
small, but disturbingly significant, ezawmple of tendencles toward
tctalitarianism in our war ecoromy, B
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CONVERSATION PIECE #Z#x By Robert Ilson
To set the record straight: I wrote
. .. 1o In Conversation Pioce #2 the sentence: And then thore are the youth,
as a paragraph in itself; 1t was mimoographed as the first sentence of the
paragraph which would normelly have followed ite .
2e In Conversation Pieca the sentencet ' '
. o The answer is

. i YBS,
The answer is YES. was mimeographede ' ‘

%e 1 = if pot the mimeographer - write: Democratic party; not: De Partye
i lie T do not know what will heppen to what follows = or what has been done
. to this passage in mimeogrephinge R -

CONVERSATION PIECE #3
Wo sll want the most effective kind of revolutionery organizatione In whet does
the effectiveness of a revolutionary organization consist? In its ability to
. participate actively in the orsative transformation of society without, onoce that
transformation has been accomplished, trensfoming its associates or members into
a new ruling classe What has the experience of our century taught us with respect
to how the seoond, undesirable transfomsation « the transformation into a new
ruling olass - takes plase? Chiefly this: thaet &n the ocase of the one revolution
that sucoeeded in abolishing the Capitalist mode of produotion as we know it thef %
group that played the role of vanguard became objectively the new ruling class = '
" that the bureaucraoy of the group was, as it were, lifted out of a position of
' opposition to the status quo ‘and literally placed atop the new sooietye From the
point of view of escomomio analysis the Soviet Unton may be omlled bureaucratic
collectivism, but in terms of political enslysis it may be called & party-state:
That i, & sooicty in which economic functions are centralized in a‘state which
is oontrolled by membsrs of & party who, in turn, are contrplled by the party's
buresucracy = by the party's formel organizationel hisrarchye Can the Russian
experience be generalized? = or was it merely a function of the 'industrisl back=
wardness of Russia, the privations of the Civil War, the "knavery of the Stalinists",
etae? It seems to be Hal Draper's opinion that Russia's unhappry fate, while strong=
ly influsnoced by the above conditions, is not incapable of dupliocation in the
highly industialized, ™ideally revolutiorary" countries to the west: "Suffice it
to say that eee Wo viewsd (ths I.S.Le in 1949 = ReI.) the labor govermments
measures &s opening the road to an historic fork in social development = either
toward socialism, or (insofar es one raisod the question of the enderesult of en
uninte rrupted continuation of the Labor leadership's bureauoratic oourse) toward
a new bureaucratization of sooietys" (from About the Class Charamcter of the British
Labor Government) (I agrees). It would seem that « if the wrong fork is taken e
tho now ruling olass will illustrate the main feature of the Russian bureaucraocy:
it will be under the control of the bureavcracy of the ruling monopartye

. . What does our experience tesch us with respect to how social revolutions are
effooted under Capitalism as we know it? This is of ocourse open to debate, but
in my~.opinion: that there must exist in addition to the organizations of ‘the
revolutionary sections of the people a conscious orgenization of revolutionaries
eapable ‘of adding to the coherence of the spontaneous popular movements

If these theses be grantod = that a distinot revolutionary organization is re-
quired, but that there is at least a high degree of possibility that if the struce
ture of such an organization exhibits a formal bureaucracy, whether it be of the
"rigid" type assooiated with the Bolsheviks or the oomparatively lesa "rigid" type
of the British Labor Party it will transform its bureesuoracy into what amounts to
e new ruling olass - than for safety%s seke at least we ought consider other
possibilitios,e : R
, (more ) - 2
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A~ ST R I T .
In whot does the effectivenass of & revolutionary organi” ation consist? In the
opportunity if affords those essociated with it to assumo rosponsibilities commen~
surats with their abilitiess -In tho esse with whioch it allows associates who ocan
no longsr fulfil their“tégks~br,whd’have shown' themselves unabls to fulfill them
satisfactorilly to vacate them and to.be replased by more capable personse In the
degree to which the activity of the assoociamtes corresponds to the recal influence of
the revolutionary organization emong the revolutibnh:y sections of societye In the
degree to which it can utilize the mest pooplé s = In the degres of -assurance it
provides against the growth of a "vested interest" in the maintenance of the organe
jzational. structure or, subsequently in the maintenance of s priviledzed position in
the new societye . . .- - . .. i :

Bearing all these .things_ in mind, rember ons thing more: persons who join a
voluntary organization join. ih because they are in fundamental agreament with -
at least = its aimse '

_ Imegine an.organization of the type I have proposeds It is a confederation of
osucuses based upon the voluntary cooperation of individuals working as a left

opposition within.the voluntary organizations of the peoples  The number of people

deployed in any organization is left, in the lest anelysis, to the discretion of

.- the associates individually - guided, I.hope, by the geuges described in Conversation

- Piece #2, Thus if, as in America, the historiéally progressive forces sdhero about

-..equally to the Republican end Democratic perties, approximately an equal number of

. associates will attempt to enter each: and in Britain, where a very large ssction of

" these forces adhere to the British Lebor party a propriinately greater number of

associates will enter it, and a smaller numbsr will enter the Conservative® party

.. (which recieves the electoral support of important numbers of farmers, etce, and

" seotions of the very poor)e . A

5

It must be remombered, however, that the army is not a volunmtary mass organization
and that lo fteoppositionism is partioularly frowned upon within ite '
. The possibility is raised that.caucuses of our drganizationin opposing political
...parties may oppose each other in electionss This possibility is frought with
_ possibilities = for use For exaiple: in a campaign betusen a laissez-falire
Republicen and.a Few-Deal Demoorat our Republican caucus campaigns against the New=
Deal and for agenuine freedom of enterprise wliile“our Democra%ic oaucus campaigns
ageinst the Eisenhower administration and fo? ‘a'political realignmonts Each tells
the truth about the other's party = and both approach the seme end in a different waye
£ VWhat sort of independent life - apart’ from. its work in other organizations = will
"..our organization have? It is cepable of any kind of motivity « the types lits
associates .chooss will vary with the situations In some situations no independent
sotivity at all will be requireds In someé situation$’ associates may constitute
themselves as a separate political party ahd run protest candidates: the platfom to
depond upon, of course, the case at hands = In some situctions publicity publicatiom .
will be helpful: there mey be others in whioh this speoific aetivity will do more
harm than goode In fact I would spy that the only really indispensible. independent
aotivity for an organization of this kind (besicde caucus and "snter~caucus” mestings) ”
is the publication of an internal disoussion bulletin without which, of course, it is
impossible even to think of succeedinge =~ ° 7 %
~-:-For the rest, the federated caucuses will keep 'in touéh with each other through
the discussion bulletin, = and the mails, telephonds, etas " '

+
AR I

:r :The organization will have no officerse It will have no'duese How then can it
operata?. .Its finances will be secured from voluntary éontributionse Organizational
and cavous responsibilities will be assuried by voluhtesrss ~Two.orises may develop:
%he re may bo no voluntesrs (or donations)‘qr too many volunteerse »In the first
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instanoe it is safe .to assume that interest in the organization has ooasaed, and since
~ there will be no formal bureaucracy with a vested interest in the maintenance of .the
' organization, the organization will sutomatically dissolves : (Incidentally ( to
enticipate a little): that is what will happen to it after the revolutions):  Tha.
second instmoe is partiocularly illustratuve of the central principle around which
the organization is based. Eaoch of the contesting assooiates-.actuelly has two goals:
to obtain the position and to aid in the development of the organizatione And he
seoks the first goel in order to further the seconde Thersfore in most cases his
desire to preserve the organization = not for itself, butfor what he can do when
he cooperates in it = will triumph over his desire for the position, the rivals will
real istically assess each other's abilitles, end all will vield to the best mane
As the issue is beirg decided, the oconcerned assoociatss may conduct a poll among
themselves to indicate the general sentiments This does not alter the voluntary
charaoter of the cocperatinn on which the organization is based, for such polls, as
vo. shall sea, gannot be binding or authoritative direotivess = In those oases where
- rivelry superseeds desire to maintain the organization the orgenization will « must
obviously = divide like the sturdy amoebas “But considering the internal fresdom
of the organization, I think such divisions will be pretty muoh unknown. Unknovn
" 'beoause unnecessarye Much the same procedure applies to factlonss Nothing ocmpells
"on faotion to submit to the decisions of gnother in thias organization = nothing, that
" .48, except the (one might say) revelutionary gonsciences whioh brought them together
in the first place. If faotions do not unite = they divides But note wail: this
“does not mean that they will stand epart forever and glower et each other like our

‘present-day splinterse = Tho new kind of organization is an aggregation of individuals
__freely cooperating for specifio projects = united only by their desire to cooperates
- If g difference of opinion causes an individual or group to refuse to cooperate on a
.project = to do somgthing else = there will be nothing to prevent him or them from

" gooperating on othorse Thus persons who are in only partial agreement with our aims

~ ean work with us to the limit of their agresment, and will not be forced to accept

" our disoipline where their own consoiences refuse ite The organization will have

discipline = self-discipline.

_And that indeed is the basic kind of discipline of all radical groups = for in
America, at least, they are voluntary assoolatlons whose members can leave tham when
they feel they muste I have merely tried to make this hidden principle a oonscious
guida. % . PO 4 « e

Beocause of its great flexibility it will probably be better if the organization
has no formal name: for no faotion can be said to "speek in its name™.. .

The nature of our proposed taotics mekes it, in my opinlon, edvisable that al
associated with the organization should act as openly a8 1is consistent vi th their

. own safetye.

" . I do not think there is any reason why the organization should not own any
property the associates think necessarys But oare should bae teken that no formal
position is created to administer the property, that the organization owns it col=
leotively (as it wers), not in the name of an individual but through some such doe
vice as & holding company, etce, and that & 1 propsrty be freely open %o all L
associates: if the first 2 suggestions are followed the third will tend to follow

sutomatiocallye :

I do not think thero is anything to provent occasional payments to associates =
Af suoh payments are not made %o "officers™ but to associstes according to needs

Through the principles of confederation and voluntary cooperation a local, region~
al, national, international, and if necessary an interplanetary organization cen be
built upe It should be emphasized that no "laster Plan" is foolprouf: I oan not
say that this kind of organization will succeeded where all the rest have failed,
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’.nof,oan iagv;dikéy’that'suoh:an organization will be positively immune either to

6d those who are associated in it, even in their dgy~to-day activities, will be

~building the now sooiety within the shell of the olde

v _Comrade Denitoh says that there {s no "better form of orgenizationo"e
Perhapse. L e s ‘ . Tz -

coe S el ~ we=January, 195
Note: v

. 1, Unintentionel misréadingfép@ ﬁi 6ﬁnzolumsy formulations he'a led to a great

.. deal of miSinterpretation of my whole position on working in othor orgenizationss

When I deslt with €his question I had two intentionse First: I wanted to propose

. 4zations of the people and those to which they voluntarily adhere ‘ather than in
independent activitye I used the examplo of the Democratio ard Repulican parties

. should non-categorically examine each organization singly acoording to the best
.gauges availableg that "principle" is is irrelevante T have been reproached for
alledgedly advooating our immediate entry en messe .into these partiese Aotually I

extremely un-ideal ciroumstances our most fruitful work is to be done elsewheroe

application of simple, standardized, and efficient testse
t:‘é,a Thé'outlines I have :suggested will be filled in in the press of actions
o - emefpril, 1954

end

. »» (Editor's note)

Tho sbove article by Comradé Ilson is the third of a seriss. The first

 DISCUSSTON BULLETIN == the discussion bulletin published jointly by the Young

Pecples Socialist League and the Sooialist Youth Loagus prior to the merger of
..-those orgenizations jintn the Young Socialist League . in February, 1654 The
© three issues of the, bulletin that were issued are still aveilable, in limited
" quantity.. Coples are »20. cents each, or #50¢ for a ccmpls te set, and may be
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bureauoratism or to seotarianinisme ALl any of us can do is try our best: if this
organization fails, revolution itself mey well" be -impossible ; but if it ocan be launoh=

gauges which would be applicable in our relations with any orgenizatione And second:
I wanted to indicate a change 02 emphasis I think most necessary if our work is to be
sucoessfuls a ohange which would locate the main buody of our work within the organ~

: solely to illustrate my‘intentipns‘dnly in order to imply a subsidiery point: namely
that we should not be guided by outworn prejudice and orude sectarianism but rather

seid no such thinge Ideally of course we should be everywhere; but undor the presers

two (Converstion Piece and Conversation Pisce #2) appeared in the YPSL=SYL JOINT

' qrderedﬁfrom the YSL National Officey 3rd Floor, 11y We llth Ste, New York 11,N.Ye

*

.The point however is that now this is only a-personal calculation, but to the associe tc
"“in a revolutlonary organization of the type I offerred it would be the result of the
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- LIBZRALS AMD THS HISS CAS{ . By Gabs Gorsh

_.During the last few years there has ben a vast amount of material
written about the gullt cr immocenca:od Alcer Hlgs and William
Remington, Ve y little of this litermiur, heug treated the vital
- ‘quéstion of why these men became Communisti in thrir youth and 10T
~soclallstse S o R )

<

The tragedy‘bf'ﬂigér Higs Was the tragedy of American youth during

. the 1930's, The events of that period had been a grim awakening'

“for Amorican students, It taught them that progress was not inev-

) i'itable, that capitalism staggers on from crisis to crisis, that the

dndividual is frozen into a pattern of scclety based upon statuse.
" American scclety seemed to be crumbling under the impact of priv-
{lego, moncpoly and raclsme The intellectual sttradtlon of Comm-
unism was that 1t cffered the student a new cot of values In a
dacaying Societyo . . e e D B .

Tha youth did not emhfaée Cormmilsm sirply because of uvnemployment.

' - lMany studsnts could get jobs, even at the worst of;times, The
- ‘tpouble was that by 1920 there was no gtendard of values which an
~ yntelligént. student. could accept, Fatrlctlsm, religleon, the fami-

1y honor, decency -~ thoge were traditlonal beliefs which no léng-

" er had any meaning for the youth, The debunking of Western eivil-

' ization had reached itg climax, and cynicism, disillusicnment ead
* @despair were widespreads -Although the youth did get rld oI such
“beliafs as patriotism and relligion, it 4ld not get rld of the need
‘for somothing to belleve in, During the twentles many’young intel-
lectuals, including some gifted British vriters like Evelya Waugh

""" _and Chrishopher Hollig, submitted to the Roman Catholic Church, It

‘i significant that thess young poople accapted the Cat holic Church
.and not the Protsstant sects, They embraced the. Church. . with the

ff"most absolute falth, the one with the most rigld dlscipline and the

‘one with the most power and prestige behind it, Oa0 dnss not have
to look furtheér than thls for the reasons why so many young pedple
gravitated towards Communism, For Commnism, like Catholiclsn,
was a’'creed to which the youth could cling, Here was a church, a
faith, an arhy and a dilscipline, The youth saw, in the Commmlst
- movement, a visglon of the Kingcom of God on earth, It found in
tho Communist Party a sensga of comradeship and'belonging In a caiss

.hv_that was assured by bistory to triuwph over poverty and injustice.

The youth did not accept socialism because it was too closely llnk-
ed with the o01d order, Aftor 211, did not the scclalligts belleve
in gradval refcrms whin mare drastle changes were neédad? The
Amorican s eclalist movemont was unable to produce a version of soc-
1aliom which the mass of the youth could find degirsable. During
the depression, whon the political erd economic situatlon becans
desperats, thers -waz no soclallst group which coulid give ths gen=-
eral discontent a vaice and a directlon, -Thereé was no great soc-
ialist leadsr cgpable of explalning just why.Amerlca was in the
moss it was and what was the way out of 1t, Ilost soelallsts thougt
4n terms which had né6 appeal for young people who required a new
faith and for whom stclallem was bound up with liberty, equality
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- and internationallsm, _Iuch of the blame D r this was due to the
ineptness of the sccialist leadership and the different squabbles
among the different socialist groups, Americen ® clallsm wase
fcorcod into the same rut as European goclalismz it became fossil-
ized in theory, and sectarian in actilon,

Had the soclalists of that pericd been abls to bury thelr differ-
ences and offer the youth a dynamic program of p&litical and eco-

- pomic change, thousands of young pscple nould have been gpared the
disillusioning and cynlcal experilence of Cammnism. MNany students
who were attracted to Commualsm in the thirties and remalnad falth-
ful t¢ it after they grasped its naturs became neurctic types,
.people fascinatad by the spectacle of power and crueliy, Although’
they are no lcnger Cominists today, their political judgement is °
werped and thelr ?aith in democracy is.doubtful, 3

‘Students were driven to'the Cormunist falth by the rige of fasclsn
in Europe. In almosgt every country the cholice sgeersd to lle be~
tween Comrunism and fascism, Russia appeared as the only forcee
capable of resisting Gorman totalitarlanism. The half-heartedness
of the socialists in cpposing fasclsm added to the Communist® s

appeal,

The dlamal récord of the German o clallsts during the twenties and
thirtias drove meny students into the Communlst fold, After Vorld
War I the German masses were ln the mood fa» drastlc polltical and

"econcmic change, But what happened? The Ga man sociallsts lacked

" the capacity to act, to provide thoe leadership that ceulad bring
"these charges intc being. Thelr policy uas one cf compromise and
cenciliaticn with the elemvnts that had thelr roots in the ratloa's
reactionéry past, For a while in Cermany, at least, the soclalists

~ could have talsn docislve steps to tramsform the country intd a °*

- goclalist stats, Howmover, they drifted In and out of conservatlve
goalitions, with 1ittls or no view of what was neadod. Nor was
the record of the Italisa scclalists any better, They could not
mabillze the Italisn masses against the onrush of fascism, Thelr
reslstance to Mussolini melted away under pressure from the Right,.

Duwring the 1920's and 1930's, it seemed that only thé Comunists
were prepared to fight tyramiy and had the imaginitive grasp to
gso what was needed and to cemand the necessary sacriflces from
their following. Although many studsnts caw the resemblance ba =
“tweon Comaanlsm and fascism, thoy accepted the myth that to be
anti~Comarnist wag to ald the fasclsts, v S
' The importance of what happsnsd in the thirtiss ‘may be greater )
than bag now bsen réaiizeds The exoeorilences ¢f wany young people -
In the Communist movement maltes them shrink from political sotl-
vity., Apathy and deupali» heve taken hnld of thoir thinking. It
15 against thie backyrowrd that totalitarianism has beon atle to
de its dirty work, . : v ‘
. ; v . . .y
Today the major task of the socialist movement 1s to ‘prevent the
students f36m urdorgoing the disillusicmment of the 1530's, There
is still a vast potertisl source of idsallcm, &bt present displiited
and dismayed, which could be tapped by soclallist organizstions cf
courage and determinetion. Thore are countless studenis whe, with-
out being aware of 1%, e»e in sympathy with the basic democratlie
alms of soclallgm and cculd be wun ovor if only soscialists could
' ( moro ) EYE
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find the program to iove them, Every student who feels that free-

dom is threatened, every student who has a genuine hatred for in-
justice and war is potentially on the soclalist sids.

In the coming days, the one thing whilch wlll awaken the support of
the youth is the underlying ideal of soclallsm: liberty and just-
ice, Socialists must hammer two facts home inte the youth's con-
sclousnoss, One, that socialism is tho unylelding enewy of Cormmu-
nism and reacticil; the other, that soclialism is cumpatibls with
freedon, liberty and human dignity.

44 Containing Communism or any other kind &f tyranny depends upcen the
e faith of our ycuth in these democratic values, Let us hops that
-y mistakes of the past will not be forgotten by the sociallsts, For
unless they offer the youth leadsrship in reshasplng sotlety along
socialist lines, the outlook for freedom and peace 1s very dark.
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YOUNG SOCIALIST LZiCUZ, THIRD FLOOR, 11l WSST lith STREET, N&7 YORK 11, NEW YORK

name school (if any)
addroess agoe
oity gone___ state’

/ 7/ I want to join the Young Socialist League
/ 7 I want moro information about the YSLe

I want to subscribs to the YSL weekly, the zpqﬁg Sooialist CHALLSNGE.
(note: to cubscribs to CHLILANGE, enclose $lo00 for a full year sub)
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