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The Xoung SOOIallSt Rev1ew is the informstion and dlsoussion bulletin of the -
.Young Socialist League. The YSR is prepared by the YSL National Office and is
edited by Soott Arden,,YSL National Secretarye .

..:mohe aim of the YSR is to oonstitute a forum for the expression of all poirts of
‘,v1ew within tne Y3Le It is, therefore, ocompletely open to any member who may wish

to oontrmbute ‘his views == and to any group of members, Contributions from non-
members will be socepted, if of suffiociently high interest, (The editor reserves

the rizht to decide in the case of each such artlcle.) o _ .
For obvious reasons it should be understood that articles signed by individuels
do not necessarily represent the viewis of the YsL, Any material that is "o 1oxa1"

will be.olearly labled as suche

" 00py should be submltted to the YSL Natlonal Office, Thlrd Floor, llb.W. th
Street, New York 11, NeYe . If at.all possible submit oopy already stenciled, single
spacede If this is not possible, then submit material type-writen, doubk -apaced.

Non-typewriten copy will not be aocepted.
{

It should be olear that the YSR is not reqtrlcted to members of - the YSL. Though
issued: primarily for our members it is open to all friends and other interested in-
dividuplse -Members should make every effort to. get copies into the hands of -this
wider audiencee Send in your bundle orders nows,

Unless otherwxse stated, all lab»r exoended in tha produotion of the YSR is:
donated. . : .t o :

TFIS ISSUE

”.Thls issve represents a distinot advance oﬁer the preV1ous issues in thau its
most substantial disoussion artiole (on Indocn*na) oame from "outwofetown"s. : The
YSR.is published by the National Office as & national YSL disoussion organe It can
funotion as such only if our other comrades throughout the country follow the lead
- of Callfornxa. Send in your artlcles for the next issue NOwt o

l"

Tha dltor,a Auﬁust 15, 195b
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\Z) Symmotrioal Brrors on Stalihisn ard the National Question
E A disoussion of thefMér¥inVAnd Gale Resolutions on Indo-
I China, and the Martiti and Barnés~Gale polemioc in the 2nd
issue of the Young Socialist Review ( Mey 22nd, 1954 )e

By Jim Robertson, ° Jaock Walker and Arlon Tussing

Two sharply differing views have -been presentsd to the Young Socialist League on
the Tndochina situatione In the opinion of the present writers both are wrong, al-
-though the Martin resolution shows it less olearly ard ‘oould perhaps be the basis
for an amended version. This is so because Martin has spelled out his views more
fully in his discussion article, which directly exhibits a flew in analysise =

{ The fundamental error into which both comrades Martin and Gale slip is Stelinow
= phobia and Stalinophilia, respeotively. And, as is not infrequently the case, the
f;  oomrades assail each other with objections and oritioisms whioh strike homes
. ‘ e & o ' o ' '

I+ On Max Martin's views

A« Permanent Revolution.

~ "First, we want to-point out an insdequacy in comrade Martin's resolution which
may or may not conceal an additional difference in understanding and prognosis with
rogard to a correot sooialist policy for the Indoohinese themselvess Jn particular,
we refer to the rasolution « Part 2, Seotion B « which characterizes the kind of
movement we would desire in Indochina, ie: : ' A

™Je oall upon the independent nationalists in Vietnem to raise the baner
of & genuine democratio liberation movement. e e Such a movement vould, if
coupled mith a progressive social program be able to attraot the support
of the bulk of the people including those who now support the Viet-Minhe"

Now any resolution which addresses itself to the problem of a progressive solue-
tion of the Indochinese crisis from the standpoint of the struggls s of the Indo-
ohinese people themselvas, must say more than thise In partioular, it must cone
sider the introduction of the conceptions ard analysis stemming from the Theory of
Fermanent Revolution, as it would be -applied oconeretely in Indochinas It must be
pointed out that any thorough-going or even substantial solution to the national
ard land problems - historically solved in Europe under the bourgeoisie's leadere
ship - oan no longer be effected on such a basise This is so beocause, on the one
hand the native bourgeoisie is largely neutralized through its intimate ties with
the landlords end usurere and with foreign imperialisme And edditionally, on the
other hand, for the local capitalists to initiate a mass struggle apgainst a stubborn
imperialist overlord = without subordinating itself to andther rival imperialism -
" e o would require such a mobilization of the social appetites and ambitions of
the workers and peasants as would immediately threaten the fundamental olass posi=
tion of the colonial bourgeoisiee" (from: "The National and Coloniel Struggles",
e resolution of the Workers Party, Jans, 1943)e

The recent « September, 1953 = irtraVietnam opposition to Beo Dai immediately ro=
vealed its futility and halfeheartedness when it backed down and qualified its oppos=
ition to partioipating in the "French Union", to opposition to it "in its present
form"e This opposition is akin to the attempted political blackmail of the Indian
bourgeoisies's claims for a greater share of the political and economic power in
India, demanded when Japan was making sensational advances in Asia early in the
Second Vorld War,
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Indeed from the modern standpoint of the workers and poasantry the aohievemon%safe(
national liberation is not complets, or even real, ;without extensive nationalization
and sooialization of the means of production; together with an anti-imperialist, henoce
anti-oapiﬁal%gtg foreign polioys.” v - e

“‘Further, the<hard-learned lessons should be stated, concerning the lgading role
which the proletariat must play!iniits-alliance with the peasantrye. And finally, it
is-neocessary to inolude in our resolution creation of a revolutionary .soocislist party,
seeking end winning a vanguard role, nat as a luxury but a necesgity if the oolonial
people are not bo be sidetrascked from their goals

~ "~ In short, the struggle of Imperialism vs, Nationalism, if it is to be resolved fav-

orably goes over in the oourse of the struggle to the issue o Imperialism vs, Sociale
Isme There is no halfewsy house which will satisfy even the immediate aspirations of
the colonial peopless But to raise the issue of Socialism is immediately to raise the
plane of solution to the international level and to stimulate vastly the forces tend=-
ing toward solution at this levels " The: impaot of sucoessful proletarignled revolution
in Indoochina would be inoaloulably great sll over Southeast Asia (India, Burma, Indo-

‘nesis, Japen) and the rest of the oapitalist and Stalinist worlde

~ ‘Conoretely, in Indochina, this perspective is not vitiated by the .general deoline
in the force of world capitalist oolonial ism as a system of dominarce. Far even in
India, Burma and Indoesia, the real politiocal independence which these states had
achieved following the Second World War, has not solved the bulk of -the problems which
stimulated the drive for independonce in the first place. ~&nd even the fagt of indew
pendence had lost much of its fommer meaning, when earlier every independent state was
free to compete with the rest to win the: economio benefits of nationhvods Rathe? toe
day, are all the capitalist states fitted into a political or at least economio, hiere
arch with the UsSes on topse - Particularly in Indochine is the perspeotive of freedom
dime For the French have been driven by their historio dsoline to a fantioc effort to
kesp their possessions, and now the US is on the ‘soene seeking to squegze out the
French and perhaps back an "independent" Vietnam e .la the Phillippiness

That the Indochinese proletariat (close to a million strong in a country of 26
million) #s a foroe to be reclkonsed with, has been demonstrated better than in most
of the oolonial landsy Its militant struggles throughout the 19%0's and its valiant

‘efforts to take the helm of the nation in 1945, ooupled mith its relatively.karge

revolutionary Marxist wing in those periods, show fully its potentialse
' [ ] [ [ ] Lo
In Martin's discussion article (Paragraph 22) he touched on some of the elemants
oontained abové,: but these should be linked together: and incorporated in eny YSL
Indo-China resolttiion, . o S : : _
‘ L ‘ ‘e & @

B, The Eypothetical Independent National Stalinism:
The serious error which comrade Martin makes is firkt tbuohéd on in hié resolution:
"Its (Vietminh's) aims in the war, insofar as these: are ‘independent from
"the aims of Peiping and Moscow, vis-a-vis American imperialism,: is, the
~ setting up of & totalitarian Stalinist state in Indochina." (Part 1, Sec.D).

This remark was made in justificétion of oalling for no support towthéiVietminh
8ide in the ware Then, in his attack on the Gale resolution, Martin spells out his

'attitude'éi.the Vietminh were free from Russo~Chinese domination: °

"« - "But what if.thellndchinese Stalinists had broken with Mésoow; vhat, if they
o “were fighting for the erestion of an Independent Stalinist state? - Should
s -'sdoialists~be~obLigated under these conditions to.supnort thems"(paragroph 15)

| Y more ) ~ 32
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Martin takes several paragraphs to give his snswer == NO

- e e e g e

-

By his answer oomrade Martin Bad thrown aside t hs Marxien oriteria of vhen am
under what oconditions sooialists support national strugglese Furthermors, in his
pttempt to separate himself more thoroughly from the Gale proposal of military sup-
port to Vietminh, Martin has gravely weekened the corroot point that sooialists oan-
not support vietminh beoause it is imperialist-dominateds He says that whether or
not Vietminh's war is imperialié%zaominated would meke no difference to the question
of socialist supporte ' '

For Hartin, it is enough that the Vietminh objective is a Stalinist state in Indo=
China, not that the Indochinese CP end the disoiplined regular srmy, the core of Viet-
minh, ere disoiplined subordinates of Stelinist Fussia vie'. the intermediary, Chinese
Stalinisms And Martin is dead wronge Sooialists have never mede an identity between
the olass laadership of a struggle end the issue of the given struggle. ‘

* This issue, involving the defense of a bureaucratio=ocollectivist state against
imperisl ist intervention (the equivalent of a national independence struggk under
independent Stalinist leadership), was first faced by our movement at the time of
the Tito=Stalin sglit; At that time the movement met the question squarsly, ard the
polioy adopted = "The Defense of Yugoslavia" by Hal Draper, Labor Action, 1/23/50 =
is worthy of extensive quotation here: : ' -

.. Ihe Defonse of Yuzoslavia - SN
LA Marxists Support all legitimate struggles of peoples for national inde= .
- = pendence from all imperialism, including those peoples who are unfortunate
*- ‘gnough to 'be themselves ruled by native tyrants and diotatorss This doubling
«" of their burden doss not exclude them from the right to their national freedom.
- Rather it hes been true often enough that, through such a just fight fa inde~
- pendence, even though under a tyrant, the people have been able to mobilize
- their strength not only to defeat the would =be foreign oppressor but also to
sharpen the fight for social freedom at home o" ’ ‘

and further =

"Full conorete support to the struggle against reactionary foreign imperial=-
ism; no political support to the domestio tyrant - a fight .dn two fronts, toward
the demooratic socialist revolution whioch will mean the end of both Tito and
Stalin." S '

‘" Naturelly there have always been those self-styled socialists, in all the
cases we have mentioned, inoluding Spain and China, who saw only two alter=-
netives: (a) either support the struggle for national independence and thore-
fore give up any political struggle at homej or else (b) meintain revolution-
ary intransigeance by supporting reither the hame regime nor the real national
fight. In no oase has the Marxist movément adopted either of these deadly

alternatives = and we do not do so in the case of Yugoslavias' ‘

Lest Comrade Martin feel that we are eveding his specifio remarks on the consequen
ces of even an { nlependent native Stalinist victory in Indochina (ie, his discussion
article, Paragraphs 1L-21), let us consider the various alternatives in fact, which
would arise in the course of such a fight for independence in which an indigenous
aspiring Stalinist olass were e participante )

First, is the lenst desirable possibility: one in which the éntire movement is in
the hands of Stalinists, as Tito after the break with Moscow, when en attempted
Russian re-subjugation wuld have found the entire state power in Tito's hands, at
least initiallye Even under these conditions what socialist would balk at support
for the issue of struggle = national indepsndence versus imperialist aubordinations
In the first place, the very posing of such a struggle involves weakening and under-
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mining of imperialisme Seocond, due to-the inherent limitations dn a native Stalinist
ruling class, it is preoisely undér such conditibns that it bocomes partioularly pose
sible. to look for a course of roplacing the régime; hot on the grounds that its war
was unjust, but that it doesn't pw secuté the war suffioiently well through fear of
- its owvm massess L ‘ o

Now in the bost case = where there would be a broad national movement in which
Martin's independent Stalinists are only one of a number of competing tendencies,
it is olear on the face of it that we would urge military support to the whole au-

~thentio independence movement, and seek the victory of our program in this movement,
je, political support to its revolutionary sooialist winge

, It should be pointed out, however, that this latter ocase is not meaningul since
Stalinist movemonts on their road to power universslly have demonstrated the most
slavish devotion to their Moscow masters. VWhen Martin argues that we must recoil
from even military support (ie, support to the issue of struggle, but no confidence
. in its leadership) to a Titoist Stal inist movement on the grounds that its vistory
would not in fact tangibly bring oonsequences other than a new independent dicta-
torial state, he misses the same point, that others have missed in the past, vh ide
correctly pointing out that an exploitative class robs the people of much of the
real fruit of victorye Indeed an Ethiopian viotory over Italy would have meant' the
continuation of chattel slaveryl Rather it is precisely upon the contradiction bew
tvieen native exploitative and toiling olassss over themeaning and content of self-
determination that we must seek to develope. ' :

. Martin errs when he would ascribe to a native Stalinist bureaueracy such a po-
bential for seducing the masses of people vis-awis the demooratic and socidlist
alternative. . For him to imply this ability to a native, non-imperidl ist Stalinist
g@tate or movement is to slip into a self-defeating and Stalinophobio aettitudes

: : : e o o o o

II, On Henry CGale's and Jeke Barnes! Views

- o —— - 8 Pt B B B & WO

A great deal of what comrades Gale and Laraes have to say is trues Their generel
understanding of the application of the Permanent Revolution oconception is excollents
8o is their gensral justifioation for the conditions of support to national indepen=-
denoce movements, But when they attempt to come to grips with Indochina and to apply
their genéral formulations they stumble and fall in two places: first in fitting
Stalinism within their framework, and second, over the reality of ths Vietminh govern

mente . : . ) ) <

The oomrades conterd that Vietminh is not subordinated to Russo=Chinese imperial=-
isme Their basic argument in support of this is that although Vietminh is admittedly
Stalinist-led, it has so much mass popular backing that such backing outweighs any
tondency of the leadership to be an agency of the Stalinist imperid ist bloo,

"In addition, Barnes and Gale state that an independent Stalinist state, al though
reactionary, in that it suppresses the proletariat,.has ‘an objectively progressive
side as welly This is so because the Stel inist government-class divides the land
and expropriates the old ruling classes, as well as liberating the nation from ime
perialist dominance,

(1) First let us dispose of this "progressive-aspsct" contentions It is an
‘uphappy thing that this kind of illusion should present itself in our movement to-
day , after all that has gone beforse To a Marxist the basio criterion for progress=
iveness in our epoch centers on the question of whether the given developemént serves
the cause of workingeolass power and socialisms Now bonafide national struggles -
(native, anti-imperialist) whether urder bourgeois or Stalinist le adership, do serve
progresse. And for two main reasons: 1) In the course of a struggk the olass fetter
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of the proletariat become looséned.and 1t cen sesk the leadership of the nation, for it
is the only class oapable of vigorously mobilizing the masses and effeotively waging
the :national and progressivély social liberationary ware. 2) Moreover, ths revolts and
struggles of oolonial and backward lands, whatever the olmss leadership, weaken the
imperial ist overlords, economically and also politiocallys Politically, espeoially as
the workers of the oppressor country are rallied to the cause of oolonial freedoms

But one finds nething progressive in the internal §truggles of a bureaucratic=-
oolleotivist olass to oreate a fimm base for itself through industrialization end the
transformation of the jpeasantry into state serfs. Nothing progressive, that is, unless
one were to conclude that working olass power is off the agenda in our time, and that
o must enter the tortuoits paths of lesser-evilisme

f’ Rather:does our-perspective lie in advocating and seeking an evolution of the colw
onial: workers boward gaining hegemony over their national struggles end linking these
up with, end gaining support from, the working olasses in the imperiel ist mother=

. oountriese In the Stalinist world: this would mean, in East Germany for exemple,: secke
- ing to oonnect the worker's aspirations whth those of the Russian. masses,. perheps via

the .ihtermediary of the ranke-andefile of the Russian Army in Germenye. .

.- (2) Let us now return to the viewpoint we asoribed to comrades Gale and: Barnes,
aonoarning the inherent potentialities of a Stalinist leadership in amass struggle,
In eontradistinotion to en implioit assumption of these oomrades, we would like to.:
point out that there is an enommous end fundamental distinotfon between a colonial
bourgeoisie and a Communist Party funotioning in a ocspitalistecolonial area = that
of social rootse A native ocapitalist olass hes contradictory elemintse On the ons
hand it seeks to expand its existing sooial role apd place in the maans of prodyction
at the expense of imperiel isme On the other hand, it is tied to the selfesmme imper=-
falism, through mutual emonomic links d also politiocal %ies arising through fear of
the native massese For these reasons a local exploiter olass sometimes finds itself
et the head of a national independence movement, yet lecks the ability to discharge
its duties to thel movement if the struggle goes beyond certain bounds,

- But what about a Communist Party, even one such as the I«C CP whish has actually

8et up a %overnment thropghout large regions? -Gale and Barnes oertainly know the

answere +hey themselves say: - . , ,

"We now understand that the Stalinists are agents of the Kremlin, for the

- besic reason that, as class whioh exists only potentially before its acces-
sion to power, its motual class base is a foreign one = namely the big .
powerful bureaucratio-oollectivist ruling olass of Russia itself 4"

i . (Page 12, in lith paragzraph, Disoussion Article), -

Where’the oomfadés go émi;s,~however,"is in stating ti’xa{t:-

"However, ths momont a Stalinist party takes power in a countiy , the & tuation,
still speaking in class terms, begins to change: . It now has its own social base;
it is now a olass for itselfs" r-Ard further:s "Therefore, whenover a Stalinist

- party tekes power, the organic ties which bound it to Moscow (and Peiping) are
immediately destroyeds" - . . : S T , :

Vhat Gale and Barnes have done here is to equate the orsation of a new contradictory
tendenoy (of nationalist character) with an automatic process in which e newlyarisen
native Stalinist ruling<class is impelled into opposition to the Sta inist imperial ist
overlordss This is not true, Powerful foroes, work against the- expression of the
‘national contradiotion on the part of the subordinate Stalinist class - solidarity
with the Stalinist. bloc against the mensce of the world capitalist camp as a whole,:
and perhaps against.some partioular: imperiol ist power-secking to reconquer the given
- former capitalist colonye :Then there are the intra-Stalinist faotors. in operationse
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Unlike & colonial capitalist 6lass, the Stalihists.hﬁe an orgahized group whose cadre
has a uniform and decades=old tradition and practice of the mest wconditional md
obsequious subservienoce to Russian interests. ~The Russian Stalinists have shown theme
selves past masters at continwusly recementing this subserviences Thoy provoke
faction struggles and purges within the native movementss They reoruit certein elee
ments direotly to the Russian secret polioces These are only some of the more striking
means whereby a native Stalinist leadership is inhibited from opposition to Stalinist
jmperial isme ' :

In short, on taking power, a Stalinist cless = ned'party - then becomes the analogue
of the oapitalist colonial exploitative classess Byt in addition, the former are laced
jnto a far more rigid and uniform straight jackets A

Note hon far afield wa have had to go from Barnes! and Gale's initial premise that
a mass-backed Stalinist movement of struggle is the decisive criterion for whether such
e Stalinist movement is essentislly free from subordination to Moscow-Peipinge In the
comrades?! own words: :

"For our part, we belisve that the Yugoslav and Chinese experiences have shown
that it is entirely possible for a native Stalinist movement to seek and attain
sooial power on its own, and that this is what is heppening in Viet Nem,"

And their repeated remaxrk:

"What imperialist power, what imperialist nation is the Viet-Minh th. agent or
tool of?" To which they go on tao argue: ~ HONE. .

Or ms t olearly in Gale's reéqlution: (Section 1L, C, 3)

"Phe Stal inists are a stvong and self=conscious contender for social powers They
have a tradition of independence from the Kremlin, and possess strong roots in
Vietnam which ernabls them to meintein that independence from both Moscow and
Peiping ." ) '

® ® & o

To round out our remarks on Gale's and Barnes! views it is necessary to point out
“and discussen- embiguity in their presentations They seem to be ssying two different
things at the same times. that 1) A movement such as Vietminh need not necassarily be
(and in this case is not) a tool of foreign Stalinism; or that (2) While a Stalinist
 movement ‘lacking state power certainly has as its dominant aspect, that of subordinacy
to Moscow = as soan as state power is taken this is no longer the case. FPerhaps the
oomrades believe there is no ambiguity in the case of Indoohina, on the grounds that
the Stalinists! hold on the underpopulated Vietnam hinterland constitutes state pover
in the sense of supplying a social base to the Stalinists as a social classe This we
would like to see them demonstrates

In any event the oomrades hold up the evolution of Tito's Yugoslavia es the case in
vroint for their position on Indochinas And relatedly, in the opening paragraph of
Gale's resolution, he compares the Vietminh to the Resistance movement of World War II.
But what about Tité's rogime? The comrades seem to have forgotten thet between the
time of the decisive Stalinization of the Partisan movemsnt and the Tito-Stalin split,
a number of years passed during which Yugoslavia was the showcase nation of the Stalin-
‘4st worlde It should be pointed out that from the time the partisan movement beoame
subordinated to Russia until the split, the Yugoslav Stalinists played a role first as
Russia's instrument against the Germans in the imperialist war, end after the war as
Russian satraps for the oppression of the Yugoslav peoples Hence this local loadere
ship and its polioies in this period were not to be supported, but rather denounced
and opposed as traitorous to the Yugoslav natione .
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‘22;/ As for the comparison to the Resistence -movements »f the vecond tiorld llar, we
would like to quote from a definitive yesolution of the independert sooielist move-
ment, arrived at aftor extensive discussion and :controversys. It ‘has stood tbe test

of time in every respeot since 1ts adoptlan in 1943, g

"The prasence of the revoluti.nary van”uard elements in the (Juropean Reu1s-
4tarce) movement, and above.fll, a correct polioy, are urgently required  to
oounteract reaotionary Jmperlali t and socialeimperialist currents, Other-
viise, the definitive viotory of these currents will convert the movement

into o reactlanary tool of 1mper1a11cn ond mulllxy its progress1ve signie
ficance. e

"Inside the movement it is necessary t3 oombat ne"oilessly the tvio ‘nost dange-
rous, because relatively mos® poverfrvl, foroes , the imperialists end the
Stelinists,

"The imperialisfs seck to ‘sonvert these movements into obediant, dlSOlpllned
avxi'iaries to the Anglo-fmerican ormol forces. The achisvemérit of this aim
e would mean thd corruptisn of ths movement inasmuch as’ it would be deprived
7 of any independence of program or moveient, wonld cease to be a popular demo=~-
z ~oratic movement, and become a mere instr-ment of the imperialist powets.

Yot only that, but it would cease to bs a movement for genuins national froew
dom, lavin: bz3n converted into a wea:on for the reatoratxan of reoct‘onar'
empires which existed in ths eve of the war,ses" '

Ande— "The eeizv '@ of control of these movements by the organlzea otallnwsts -
not tho saorifiocihg rank and file militant, but tle orpanized buresucratio
clique == cen be no ]eSo disastrous for tne future of the atr1~gle for national
and socialist freedom."- \
(¥rom Part Two of the liorkers Party Resolution on "The ”truggle of the
Fational and Colonial Peosples for Freedom" == Few International, ‘
ebrurary, 1943) .

‘7o' concur whole~heartedly with tkis analysis. And to seek to iﬁvlemnnt such an

1y

apProach in Indochina t>day leads directly to the counterposing of & Third Cempiste
oriented national movement to the Stalirist shem,

<
-+ U

B. The Real ity of the Vierminb Government
: m s RSl S esl .
"Thern is no Questlon that the Las Dong (uonrunlst }arty) 1~ the 'leading ‘force, It
is the party that provides .the - baokbone of the govermment," (From ,veultvess in
El?%%ﬁl}na' a bodx by Jaily: ;brkar uriter Joseph Sfarobin,)

* - . ) . .,,
. There is unanimous ‘agreement anong all politlcal groups, includlng the Stalinists
(a= the above stat em(qb indicates), that the Visminh govermment is domlnated by the
Ive:ooinose CoJmnuls+ ?nrtv. : .

Plsﬁory nf ngj:f"SEL L ) . . )

Es0901alxy from the time of the reconstruction of theI-~C CP in 1935, the Staline
ists have faithfully followed every twist and turn in theinterrational Stalinist linec
Up until 1928, theCP followed the popular front line of muting the vat*onal strugzle
5ﬂ avor of & Fré nﬂo'Pv331u¢ militesy allianos and in ths ‘ujoresss of the Freeun OF!
olas 3mailabr sred londst policiess In and after 1933 ana until sho Eitler-Stali: paot
thr Ssalipicis praswiedly advacstad the same lins; unfortya'wly in 1758 they were
oailared and he& e uvgy by meers of 1llsgel uaai'eus the.r sclicy of cchabitatuion
wiih n,v**“oh. N . o ‘ . )

uI:G.) from the time of Lbr ‘VPab Patraotlc War of the Scviet Union; the I-C
UH‘JH;S*S vere the most uncompromising enemies of the . Japanese. Indeed the, United
States'! 0SS seem to have found as its most loyal agonoy preoisely the Stalinist f
movement. (Reference: "The Struggle for Indochina" by &. Hemmerj)e
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At the erl of the wat and in: khe iow bf the Potstlam Corference and the Commun’st
participa”ion in the French Government theViatminh leaned over beckward to reach
agreement with -the Frenoh foress returning to Indochinae The Ho=Chi=iiinh zovernrent
signed en accord with the French whioh gained far less for Indochira than did the
formal agreements a few years later betwsen the French ard their unashamed puppst,
Bao Daie But in 1946 the French would settle for nothing less than complete grovel-
ling dapitulation from the ‘Vietminhs Torachieve this, the French armed forces
attacked the Vietminh-held port of Haiphong, and the fight was on, despite repeated
offers from the Stalinists to negotiates

Subordinacy

——— e -

The key point of factual dispute from wh*ch support or nonesupport to the Vigte
minh struggle for us is whether or not Vietminh is eotuelly subordinated to the '
Chinese and Russien statese After our lengthy remarks of theoretical oharacter, let
us take a look at soms of the eV1denoe bearing on this issue:

" There is considerable world Stalinist support end backing to Vietminhe While this
in itself is not conclusive, extensive and prolonged aid from interested imperialist
powers certainly carries with it a strong inferences Even the avowedly Stal inoid
"Monthly Review" admits: "That the Vietminh cadres are fomed in China, agrezds That

food com®s from Chine is certaine That some Russian and Czech material has besn
brought in is provede" (Juns, 1954)

Secondly, the close correlation between the Vietminh military oampaigns and world
Stalinist diplomecy must be noted: The Berlin Conference to resch agreement pernaps
on Germsny vas paralledlad by the retiremenu of Vietminh armed columns from an unde=-
fended Laos; ths Geneva Conference to seek a negotiated deal on Indoghira fourd far
its parallel the vigorous assault on the vulnersble Dien Bien Phu to strengthen the
Stqllnlst cases It is to be doubted that Ho-Chi-Minh is telling China and Russia how

“to run their dipl omaoye - The reverse is much more likely, to put it mlldly.

Flnally, ard most 1mpr9351ve in our eyes is that, whatever the outcame of the
Geneva Conferesnce, not only is a Kyssian spokesman able to create two new Peoples

Republics at will (for Laos amd Cambodia), but in addition the Russian and Chinese

show every ability to make what deal they will over Indochina and make Vietmizh like
ite Certalnly the latter's reprzsentatives have been the 1ast to demur Fro;- such &

CouUrse ¢ . L
. | :%: ; :
I1T. Concluding Remarks

Given the above analy81s it should be’ obv1ous thet the ourrent YSL line as exnress
ed in the FAC minutes end in the Young Soo1allst Challenge is correcte 1Vl will re=
iterate the escan*tial points: '

\~.) No US intarvention in Tndochlnal .

(2) Neither Vietminh nor French Imperlallsm, For the Third Camp of the Indouvhinese

peoplet o _ o e

A YSL Rasolution, %owever, must go 00431deraoly bevond these slmple formulaticnse
And svch a resolution wuld do well to evoid the symmetrical srrers, prescnted to us
in the initial resolutions and su porting articles of comrsdss Mertin & of Gele-Bacrne

And finelly, there is one ‘considsration in addl*lon to ali ths foreg01ng which the
YSI. sheould considev: nanelb¢ bba* in the given 1wpevlallst oot thlc+ in Indochina,
Peece, =ver a negotidted pe«ca of a divided country, is certainly a lessar evil to th
ocrbinaetion of a blocdy wer in vhich tha peovls have no sthke. and which continuausly
hoids cren the threat of a general Thl“d Horld ‘are f," 4 .

* L U emgume 9, 195k
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JQ T DRAFT RESOLUTION ON ANVIL
el T AT ' : ' P
e : .. i%s-+ . By Soott Arden and Charlie Radetsky
5 T  (The following resolution will be presenteévfbithe NEC Plenum)
14 The National Exeoutive.commiftee rejéots the notion of a YSL financed ANVIL,
either in its present form or in any "hroadened" form (1e.0e,-one that includes even
more "libelab" material than the present ANVIL). . : o : '

2., The YSL, therefore, oeases to support the magazine ANVIL.

%, The YSL will, however, continue to push and sell the ourrent (Summer=Fall 195l)

issue so that . the megazine will end with as little debt as "possible.

| L. The viewpoint of the NEC is: that if the YSL can raiss suffioient funds to
f suprort a printed magazine, that such funds be used to publish e third-camp socialist
" youth magezine -- a specifically YSL magazinee P L

-

- end .

i = R ' - ANVIL == A Diseussion Artiole

o By Scott Arden and Charlie Redetsky

In the strongest possible Way we must urge the edoption of the above resolutione

“* Further “support’ to ANVIL would olearly ten "seriocus srror for -the Y¥SL, wnd such'suppor
mast be withdrawn, recognizing that the tremendous amount of work that some comrades
“have put into ANVIL in the past is no longer fruitfule Some comrsdes, unfortunately

- seem to find it impossible tp consider the ANVIL question objectively and are influen
oed, rather, by their sentimental attachments to the magazines Ve hope that this
artiole will have the effect of convincing both these comrades and others that these
sentiments must be overcome for the good of the YSLe ‘ ' o

L

" The Convention decided that the YSL should help put out one issue of ANVIL, with
#he understanding that the NEC should then resppraise the, magazine and its value
.+d deoide whether or not to continue supporting ite The first part of this deois-
icn has been; and-is being, complied withe  ANVIL is out and is being sold nation-
a2lye The coming plenum of the NEC will face the guistion of our attitude toward
AMVIL in the future. . : A

i , At present there seem to be three major points of view within the YSL in terms
E, -~ 2 what should be done with ANVIL. The first of these, which seems to have the
o ‘cast support, is that ANVIL should remein more or less what it is now and that the
3L should continue to support ite The second point of view is that ANVIL should
»: "broadened" to contain more "liberal" material with the intention of involving
t:beral organizations and individuals == the YSL, of course, continuing to support
ice The third viewpoint, ours, is that ANVIL in its present form, and certainly
- - in any "broadened" form, should not be supported by the YSL. Rather, that if
‘and when it is possible for the YSL to support a magazine,that the magazine be a
third camp socialist youth magazine published by the YSL. '

Viewpoint I, if supported by anyone, is supported by very few amd for good reason.

The present ANVIL set-up is unreal to the point where it is based on a fiotions ANVI
-while appesring,from its masthead, to be a magazine put out by a oross-section of
- anti-war student clubs is, in reality, nothing more than a YSL megazire which does

not represent the YSL in the sense of benefitting us politically or organizationallys

Almost everyons of the organizations listed as a sponser of ANVIL is, in faot, defunc
ANVIL is put out, sold and financed thru the efforts and at the expenne of the YSL
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and YSLers.. The extreme inefficisnoy ard diffioulities involved in getting ou
the current labor-donated issue were 80 unbelievable thot to detail -them would be
to introduco slap-stick ocomedsy in the Lest tradition into an otherwise serious ¢’
discussion. Let ys, instead, point out that the .result was that the production of
the 1ssue was a seriols draln ‘'on’'the enerzies ef the New York YSL amd took soms of
jts best members out of other activities for a period of at least sevErcl of the
most vital wéels in the units existence.‘ . . i :

’ To sum up briefly, the major reason for-'not oontinm.n6 to support ANVIL in 1ts
present form is that it agcrues no tangible gain to theYSL in any meaningful degrees
Its articles do not renresent a real introduction to third camp sooialist thought -

“armd certainly not to the YSBe The orgamizations which "support dnd edit" it are

. fictitious and, having no real existence, cannot be drawn into any close relationship
“with the ¥SL, whloh if they were real funotioning organizetions, ¢ould be & reason
for continuing ANVIL. Therefore any argument that the ‘YSL should continue to drain

jtself financially and otherwise to support AWVIL in'its present form is unrealistic

~and ocan have no other qontent.,

Position II, that AIVIL should be "broadened" to inolude a liberal, as well as a

. socialist point of view ahd that liberals and liberal orgahizations should be invol-

ved in its productlon, while & more sensible position is equally-as unreal istic.

Considerirg that one of our major problsms in this period is’ to break out of our’

isolation (wnloh to aome extent we have been able to do), one could iragine that the

"broadening of ANVIL would be desiresble =~ and in a sense it would be, if it could

be meaninzfully broedened. The simple faoct, however, is that thls is imp0551ble.

We are in a period when not only socialist,but liberal and all other student
organ1zatlons generally,are weak and, except for minimal funotloning (usually on

.the .burocratic level), almost nonexistent, Trers are, that is, no organizations

and few individuals vhich the YSL could successfully and produotively draw into the
production of a mpgezine., The most prominent of the student liberal organizations,

. SDA, could contribute little to such a magazine in any 86n564s0e And’ this, we should

rot allow ourselves to forget, is telking in the dreem world terms of (1) SDA's being
willing or interested to participate in the production of such a magizine, and (2)

.of ADA's allowing them to do so if oDA were 50 willing or interested., That both

of these cont1ngenoxes are’ unllkely is the understatement of  the decads,

Further, any aoneal ‘to members of SDA ( or other 11berals ), any attempt to use
ANVIL as some kimd of hybred introdiuction to some kird of hybred third oamp position,
viould have about the same amount of application in the real world =- whioh, unfor-
tunately, our knowledze of the state of the YSL's finanoces forces us to live ine
The leading members (almest the only kind that exists) of SDA are on the whole nice
People but are, in greatest numer, careerists, out to find a snug and secure place
for themselves in the liberal capitalist woride Cur exhaustive expericnce has been
“hat reoruitment to the ideas of third camp sooinlism, much less to .. actual msmber=-

hip in a socialist orgenization (which as we all know is not a very respectable sort
¢ organization to belong to), of SDA liberals is, at best, peripherale

This igvnot to say that there is no reason for us to maintein a cordial and
friendly rélationship with SDA and other honestly liberal organizations. While we
certainly should cooperate with them on specific issues whereever possible, any
effort to involve them in ANVIL could not accrue any advantage to the YSL. There

are no liberal youth organizations, SDA included, which have any mass membership or

mass appeal which would make it worthwhile for us to consider co-sponsership with
them of the maaor effort that puttlng out a megazine represents,

Clearly, what these comrades who hold this p01nt of view are’ actually proposing
is that the YSL finance (solely, to be realistic) a broad magazine ‘nusch would pres=
ent the liberal and sooialist points of view, and that we, whil doing all of the
work-and putting up all of the money, de-emphazlse the role of the YSL in the pro-
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aG;éZon of the magizine by oluttering up the masshead with the names of individual
liberals who, for some esoterit reason, the YSL treamury provides with a mazazine.

That neither viewpoint I nor II pakss any sense is olears If the YSL can
afford a magazine (and there is serious doubt that it can) at all, that megazine
should be a YSL publication =- a third camp socialist youth magazine. Who would
sell such a magazine? The same people that now sell ANVIL == friends and herbers
of the YSL, - VWho would buy it? . Again, the same people who now buy ANVIL. Such

#i A magazine would be at least as attractive (the authors would, for example, be
almost identical) end our whole expsrionce has been that ANVIL does not sell beocause
of the "broad" nature of the "groups" that "support and edit" ite Sales, obvious-

. ly oould be at least as good as those of ANVIL, YSL salemen would certainly demon=

strate aonsiderably more enthusiasm in selling a YSL magezine than in selling ANVIL.
(The lack of enthusiasm for ANVIL is wéll known to ell of us == many comrades, for
not totally bad reasons, don't even bother resding ANVIL,) -

That a YSL publication would be af real value,both politically and organization=
ally, is unquestionables The content of such a magazine would be oriented towards
presenting our Sooiqgi§#'view§_and could be used to introduce a wide number of:
students and young people to the serious thinking of the YSL end YSLerse. It would
present longer articles representing serious political thinking. This would not

. be duplicabing the Young Socielist Chellenge or the Young Socialist Revigw beocause
the former should be writen in a broader popular fomm Tfairly short articles, suit=
able. for mass distributions, etc.) and the latter is primarily an intermal disous-
sion organ rather than a public one (in nature if not in fact)e

In conclusion, therefore, we must repeat: For the YSL to support a megaz‘ne
which is pot a YSL magazine is ridiculouss No other organization that could be
involved would add anything in the way of marketability and to involve any Lliberal
group or individual (s) ocould only be a serious errore It oould only mean that
the YSL would be finanoially strapping itself to provide an anti-sooielist point

_of view with a publio’ forume To involve them for the sake of drewing them oloser

is unrealisticee ' e : ' ‘ ‘ -
In our opinion, presenting our own ideas in our own magezine is the only point

of view ~hich oan possibly be supportede ¥e hope that our resolution will be

adopted by the NEC ard that the YSL will find the financial means to publish the
first issue of such a magazine in the not too distant futures . '
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The Development oi‘ 4n ldec idéo gy

o0

by Miohael Harrington

e s

‘.‘

My intention in this short disciussion is to treat one llmibed aspact of the
rise of an ideology: monotheisme The relevance of this somewhat esoteric, excure
sion will become clearer in the oourse of my romarkse But briei'ly it isthiss
that involved. in a study of monotheism is the oonospt of compined and uneven devele
opments As an analytio tool, this concept is.of orucial :.mportanoe ‘todays A group
“  of comrades from the New York unit intend to initiate a study olass’ '?n this topio
§ in the Fall, and this short footnote is an exapgple of how - the notion of combined
and unevent development can be brought to bear on the ,rise of an ideology.

1

-t

- My star’cin{; po:mt is a remark made by Kau‘bsxy in his’ Foundations of Christe
tanity (S A Russell, 1953): "At any rate it is. ho mere chanoe that ell, the mono-
Theistio popular religions came from nations that were still in the, nomadio mode
of thought and had not developed any notable industry or art: a long with the Jews,
these were the Persians and later the Arabians of Islam, who adopted. monotheism

as soon as they ceme into contact with a higher urban civilizationess”. (p. 163-11,)

My thesis is thiss that in the emergence of Jewish mono‘b}xeism we can ses
- the operation of combined and uneven development, in that precisely because Judaw
ism arrived late on the scene of civilization (as- compared to the river societies
of Egypt, Nospotemia and China) it was sble to oarry through a "permanent revo-
lution" in ideology and thus play a far more advamad role than davéloped, and
therefore more rigidly stratified, societiese :

This short footnote in no way masquerades as an "explanation" of 'hhe devel-
opment of monothelsm. I oonfme myself to one aspect of this themes

ls The Eme‘rge'noé of 'the'Hébrews - i L - o -

(a) "The Hebrews arrived late ‘upon the soene and’ settled in 8 coun’cry per=
.-vaded by influences from the two adjacent superior oultures," (H and
H A Frankfort in Before Phxlosuphy, Penguin, 1951, pe..251)..

g ~ (b) The Hebrews emerged out of & nomedio past, as opposad to the long ure

3 . . ban development of life in Bgypt:.and Mesopotemiae Their olass structure
is not, however, as simple as Kautaky, and others, often imagine, Yet
it is true that they did not share the sophisticated assumptions of the
neighboring peoples that "the individual is part of society, that soo=
iety is embedded in nature, and that nature is the manifestation of the
divine." (Ibid, pe 241) . . .

(o) In oontrast to the or ntal-despotlc nature of the adgaoent socletles,
the Jews naver devoloped a strong centralized kingshipe Their oculture. .

. = and particularly their religion = grew out of a loose military con- -

¢ federacy of tribes. (Maex Weber, Ancient Judmsm, Gerth and Martindale -

; _ trans., Free Press, 1952, p. 232) "~ """~ ,

(d) Within the oriental-dsspotioc societies, bellef in magic persisted
- astral and zoomorphic gods abounded (W F Albright, From the. Stone.

LIy S

“ . ' o Christienity, Johns Hopkins, 1910, ps 201) and orthodox theo'logy

O L

Was rarely questioned (Karl Jaspers, Orlgjn and Goal of Hlstory, Yale, '
1953, Pe bB)o) _ L .. I e .
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(d) As a result of this political looseness, a prophstic strata, basing it
self upon politioal issues, but not specifically politiocal in oontent,
arose viithin Judaism, (ﬂeber, supra, passm)

2 The Prim:.tlve Nature of the Yahwa Cult.

“  (a) The Yahwe oult was image=less. "Certamly this was not the product of
” any anoient 'high level! speculations comderning the nature of God.
Rather the reverse holds, it was the result of primitive cult implements,
which, given the great sanctity of the anocient war ritual of the confed=-
eracy was definitively ‘stereotyped at a partioular early times The god
remainod image-less simply because he st:.ll had nore at the tlme of re=
- ‘eeption," (Veber, supra, pe 156) .
(b) W oamnot even say definitely that lioses (o/ 1200 B.C+) was a monmhe‘st..
The First Commandment is compatible with monolatry (i,0s the worship
" of one)God amono many) (T.J.!ﬂeak, Hebrew Origins, Harper & Bro., 1936
pe 192 o :
" (o) However it is ‘ah extremely over-s:.mpllﬁed approach to say, as Charles
S Seely does in Philoso hy and the Ideological Conflict (Philosophloal
Library, 1953), That (1) Yehhs was merely a 'hill-people!s" cult as a
protest against the exploiters of the plain, ard (2) that messianism
was a hillepeoplet's development (p LL)es The decisive points were faire
ly late in Jewish history %Deutero-lss:.ah) and involwd, along with the
prophets, the rationslization’ of the pr:.as’cly class and the SOOlal press-‘
ure of the proletariat, '

3 The Con'sequence'.' ’

(a) As a consequernce of Jch:xs la'be emergence, and g relatively primitive and
image~less Yahwe oult, "A god, whose ancient transmitted cult was withe
out image, plainly had to be, normally, an invisible deity. Such invise
ibility necessarily fed his speoifio dignity and uncanny mysteriousnesse

- Here again the histariocally given ‘cult of the confederate god oocasioned
his spiritualization whioh was bo‘ch faoll'-tated ard’ sugges‘ced by these
qual ities "« (Weber, supra, 158~9)

(b) "In any case, the Empty Ark (of the Covenant) and its signifiocance was
" symptom and probably also the oocasion for the relative spiritualization
of this anthropromorphic conseption of God, as directly determined by

the absence of images in worship." (Weber, ibid, 159

To 'sum up thus far. There are three major elements in disoussing the rise
of Hebrew monotheism in relation to combined amd uneven development: (L) the
late emergence of the Hebrews out of a nomadic past into an area pervaded by high-
er cultures, with-the persistence of an image=less, and somewhat primitive god
of a tribal war confederaocys. (2) Within this context, the phenomenon of a prophete
ic strota which related political fortunes to this oulte=gode In Egypt and ifeso-
potamia, messianism was directed toward the aotual kinge In Israsl, where there
was not strong kind - even a hostility toward monarcly based on the oppression of
-the two nighboring states = this messinaism orystalized around the oult-god, Yahwes
(3) Yhen the Jews were taken into captivity, iecs. when these factors had combined
to demonstirate that the immediate political hopes'of the Yahwe-ists were to be
defeated, the cult became more other-wordly, more spirituzlized, 'more monotheist.
In other words, the ideological advance took~place at a time of political disin=
tegrations (In this regard, ofe Herbert J Muller, The Uses of the Past, low Am-

———— . Ve A~ e
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erical Iibrary, 195l ps 62) "The higher religions have oommonly grown out of
the failures of ocivilization, bringing promises of eternal life to dying societies
eeothe most charaoteristioc sign of their loftimss is the abasement of men and
earth, an-other-wordly or life denying spirit," There is a oertain truth to this,
but without the othsr factors al eady disoussed, it explains little or nothing .
about the development of Hebrew monothsism,) . L

One disour ..>n before proceding to a conclusions In a very stupid book by
a very great man (Moses and Monotheism, by S. Freud, Hogarth, 1939), Hebrew mono=
theism is treced to the individual influence of Moses wha is seen as an Egyptian,
Thotmes, who had become a monotheist during the brief (eighteen year) monotheism
of the 18th Dynasty (to 1350 B.C.) under Amenhotep IV, Freud, using the scholare .
ship of Sellin, assumes that Moses was murdered by the Jews. He traces the devele *
opmont of monotheism from this trauma as a historical-neurotic prooess. Vhatever

“the value of his methodological assumptions (not much, I think), there is prace
‘tically no modern schola rship to support his faotual premises, The book is fairly

nonsensicale It contains ome excellent ¢ -.:acterization of the' aneiconic Yalmie -
oult as "esethe triumph of sp irituality over the sensesess" (P 178), and thats .
about 'o.ll.

Generalizations. Vféb'e'r; in Anoient Judaism, makes certaingeneréiliéatiohs which . -

- 8o beyond my general thesis.: Ho wrote, "Rarely have entirely new ‘religious con-
- oeptions originated in respective centers of rational oultureseeeTo be sure this

(& -new conosption) never ooccurred without the influence and impaoct of neighbore
ing ‘rational civilizations The reasons for this is elweys the some: prerequisite
to rew religious corceptions is that man must not have unlearned how to fece the
world with questions of his owneeePrecisely the man distant from the great culture
genters has cause to do 5o when theitr influence begins to affect or threaten his
oentral imterests." (P 206) ‘mether this is always true or not, my brief outline
of an amlysis of Hebrew monotheism would suggest a pla y of combined and une
evon development in this ocase, i.es th> late emergerce of a relatively primitive
axd imageless religious oult within the context of two highly developed societias,
made it possible for that ocult to become the basis for an advanced development

of ideology, at the point of the threate ning = or disintegration = of its polite
ical values, allowed it to skip the whole stage of representational polytheism

- and reach to an  aigs-loss monotheism, :

ond
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their raspective sections of the countrye.

STATEMENT ON THE PZACE IN INDO-CHINA
e o . .
(Adopted by the YSh Hational Aotion Committee by majority vote)
The peace which has beer conoluded in Indo-Chin& is en imperialist peaces

On the side of France, there was no seublance of an attempt to pretend that the
Indo:Chinese people, or even the pupret govermment under Bao Dai, was being consulted.

An even more extreme form of this blatantly imperialist attitude was taken by the
United Stetes which, in general, strove for continuktion, or even extension, of the

ware

Tn-the oase of Wiet-ifinh a Stalinist leadership'building on a geruine sentiment for
independence made it clear, time after time, that they were subordinating this struggl
to the needs of Russia and Chinae. The ocentral persons in the negotiation itself were
¥olotov and Chou en Laie. Again, littlé oi no ettempt was made to cover up the impere
jalist charsoter of the agreement from the point of view of the Stalinists.

A

» Moreover, the likkihood is that the military demarcation lines drawn up under the
truce agreement will remain the political boundaries between North Vietnam and South
Vietnam., Thus Vietnam will be devided betueen the Stalinists aml the French; divided
jnto half in thesame way that Cermany and Korea weree :

Despite the resotionary end imperialist nature of the truce agreement, it has one
feature which socialists do not decry; it puts an end to the tloedletting which has
wracked the country for the lest eight years, The end of the bloodshed and of the des-
truotion of the country will be welcomed by the peoples of the worlde It can also giw
the genuine Indoochinese nationalists'a chanes to regroup themselves ard begin a strugg:
for a freoe upited indochinae We have to recognize at the same time that it also
provides a breathing spell for the two imperialisms to consolidate their rale over

The truce really satisfies no one; not America,; nor even France, nor, according to
press reports, theVietminhe - The Bao Dai regime has also protested against the parti-
tion of the lande The unhappiness of the Amerioans, French and Vietminh over the
truce doass not concern us, nor can we feel aroused by the semi~hypocritical and totall;
ineffectual protestations by Frances puppetss

Of greater concern to us is the reported statement of a coalition of religious=
politiocal groups which are more or less independent from both Ho and Bao Dai. Ve note
with gratification that this statement characterized the truce as a division of the
country between French colonialism and Stalinism, a division which frustrates the de-
sire of the Vietnamese psople for an independent united Vietname = Regardless of
whether or not theses groups have the potential for developing in a Third Cemp directio
and rsgardless of their present nature, we feel that this reported statement represent:
the true interests of the Vietnamese pcople.

Whatever progressive developments will ocour in the next period can only ocour in
opposition to the division of the country and to the two imgerialist forces that it is
divided betweene What is need is the organization of a genuine independence movee
ment =- & movement which will struggle for a free, demooratic, united and independent
Indo-Chinae o :

“end
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NAC STAT"‘MENT QN GUATEMALA u

(The following statemenﬂ Wha a&op%e& by the YSL National Action Committee at its
meetipg of July 6th by ﬁnAnlmouB vote.) .,

The Young Socislist League condemns the oyniocal imperialist intervention of the
Uni ted States govenment in the revolution against the Guatemalan government headed
by Jaeobo Arbenz. ;

The revolution led by Carlos Armas would not have besn possible without the mile
"itary assistance and politiocal encouragement of Vashington against a demooratically
eleoted government which had won widespread support through its program of land re=-
forme The selfestyled “llvaration" army proppad up by United States support is on a
par with the phoney "liberation" armies that the Stalinists aften use to cover their
reactionary polloies. .

The justification of this imnerlallst adventure is made on the grounds that the
Arbenz government was "Gommunist influenced” or "supported"s. No pretense was even
mede that it was a Stalinist regime or that it was Stallnlst dominated.

The direct benefiociaries of the Ammes revolution will be thesUnitad Fruit’ Company
and the dispossessed Guatemalan landlordse The Guatemalan workers .and peasants who
supported theArbenz government, and from whom theStalinists derived-theirfgreatest
. strength, have not learned of the reactionary oharacter of Stalinisme It is the
. United States and its allies, the landlords and theUnlted Fruit Company, which stand
out as the reactlonarles.

- In the neme of Righting Stalinism, theUnited States has handed = another political
vhotory to Stalinisms The imperiel ist intervention has been denounced and exposed

. throughout the world, even by the conservative pressj; and onoce more Stal inism has
been able to demogogically pose as the ohampion of national independencs, land re-
form and demooracye The Guatemalan episode onoce moroe conolugively demonstrates the
inability of ocapitalism and its reactionary allies to wage a progressive struggle
against Stalinism, and their incapacity to lead the way to a truly demooratic society.

énd
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STATEMZNT ON ATOMIC VFAPOP
By Mike Harringtonh
(Thé following statement, by Mike Harrington, will be presented to the NEC Plenum)

... The Young Socialist League is not a pacifist organization, although it includes,
and welcomes, pacifists in its ranke

However, the development of modern armament has reached a pomnt where even non-
pao1f1sts must take a prlncipled and categorioc stand. :

The use of atomie weapons:against oities is an aot which is morally amd political=
ly unjustifiable, We therefore ocategorically condemn such weapons, no matter what
government may use theme.  As weapons of total destruction, atomic bombs cannot be
used by one cless against another, or by one government, however progressive, against
another, for they strike at all humanity, regardless of olass or national itye

We therefore affirm an absolube re jeotion of the use of such weapons et any time

or under any ciroumstancese
end
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\I@ BIG POWER NEGOTIATIONS ‘:' .

R A e Dol ' ByMike Earrington R

o,
f

(Tha following resolution by Mike I'arrington will be- presented to the YSL
National Executive Committee Plenum in Saptember.) e

.‘

I. To a soclali.st, oo-ex:.stanoe of‘ the two major bloos moans the oo-enstalnce of
imporialist exploitations We are therefore opposed to any point of view which would
." reise such a slogane For a soocialist, there oan only be one attitude: for socialism,

against :.mnerlal xst power dxv:.sions. : A

: nowever, when we - sey thxs we must be very clear on what we means We ars, dealing.
_vuth the concept of co-existance as a historieal solution to the problems of. our time
By rejacting such a capitulation to the foress of imperialism, by demanding that the
oontinuing struggle be for socialism, we do not necessarily oppose a detente, even
en imperialist one, which may well be the very pre-oondl"ion of the struggle of the
4third camp against the two 1mperialisms, .

’F x Within this ocontext, we must very oarafully daf‘ine our autltude toward b:.g
power nebotlations. - S ‘

II.. In line with our general po:mt of v1ew, vie m;}eot the notion thet big power
negotiations can lead to a permanent settlement of the orisis o the twentieth oen=
turye For since that orisis is rooted in two exploitatative systems,’ even the ap=
proxlmatlon of a solution must :.nvolve struggle against theme - . a

I1I, In the immediate future, we oan, however, sse how such nébotiatmns might lead
precisely boward a strengthening of the third campe =~ '
. (a) A detente would result in a lessening of polanzation. It would obvmusly
-ocome as e partial response to the pressure of ‘mass movements.in both camps and in
the uncommitted arease - Such movements would not be, and are not now, tiird camp.
Thay are an inchoate reec’clon to aoml‘qons whose final political artlculetlon must
~be the third campe
As such, we would be found as the left—wlng of such movements, e8eZs the
Bevanitese
(b) A detente would also involve some k:md of assertion of independence on the
-part of t ho uncommitted nationss Such Nhern-like phenomenon are not the third canp,
they are also the arsas of struggle for the thlrd campe

IVe But above all: imperialist p‘eace is to be Prefered to imperialist war, for such
a Eeaoe stllroonualnﬁ within it the hone, Jche possibllitj, of *he th).ra' oa."xp, vahlle
impe rlallst war promises the g_ossxbilivy of a de»truct;on so , vast . e.s %o initiate a

- o w I N A P LY I ._._—o-.—.,...-._u.-

yeooon retrog,rvs:.on of historio Proportlons. . .

. ey o

Ve Therefore, we define our political attitude toward big-power negotiations as
follows: .

(a) they are incapable of making any kind of a permanent solutlon to the orisis
of our times, and we reject the position of those who conceive them asc.suchy -

(b) thoy are capable of providing immediate conditions eonducive to the gfovith
gf;the third camp, or rather they would arise partlally as thﬁ result of such con~-

- itions;

: (c) we analyza the movements whloh demand such nagotlations as inoipent, non—
articulated third camp phenomenon;

(d) as a ‘datente, as a breathing space in whioh thlrd oamp struggle can grow,
we prefer big-power r negotions to. bizepower war, imperialist peasoe to imperialist war;

(o) but we clearly affirm that only anti-imperialist third oamp struggle oan
ever maks a solution of the evils of war and poverty whioh are the s°ourge of our

N
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TASKS OF THHE §2PTEMEGZR PLINUM

By Scott Arden, Jake Barnes, Henry Gale and Charles Radetsky

The authors believe that the &pdopondent socirlist movemsnt, as expressed mainly
in our organization, the YSL, and that of our olose friends of the Indeperdent
Socialist Leazue (as the only other third camp socielist organization of any consee
quence in the U.S.), faces a crisise In our oninior. this orisis, theorigins of whiok
lie equally in the objective trends of the present epoch and in the'radical movemants

‘and tendencies from whioh we come, has becoma so serious that "holding the line" is
. no longsr sufficient -~ rather, only the most complete and determinded theoretical

and organizatioral rearmement, bezun immediately and prosecuted with all of the.
vigor and resources we ocan muster, can hope to place our movement in a position where”

 we will be able %to deoisively influsnoe the advanced workers and other politically

oconsocious slements in the coming periode

It is our intentién,'which we will pursue'with'every effort and through all of the
political and orgerizetional channels open to us, to probe and expose the nature and
roots of this orisis in our own cadre and in the theoretiocal arsensls of our move-

- ment, to draw the necessary oonolusions for clarity amd effectivensss, and to act
within the independent socialist movement, loyally, seekirg by every democratio mcans

to sscure the adoprtion and effeotuation of theprinciples and policies which we beliet
+to be necessary to the resolution of the crisis, Ve weloome the aid of other comradc
in this endeavore :

..Although.we belisve that the roots, nf the orisis lie in major questions of prln-
oiple and theory, we refuse to shrink from the seemingl most trifling questions of
organizational detail, since (1) we know well that olarification often must begin at
such levels (where deepsr politicel differences have often, historically, first be-

_oome evident) and (2) because we resist the snobish ard dangerous srror of drawing

e false dicotomy between "politionl™ and "organiza“ional"™. questions -- which, though
obviouvsly distringuished by certain features, are dialectiocally 1nterrelated fre-
quently in the closest possible waye

Further, we are particularly mindful of our responsibilities in thematter of lead.
srship. It is an axiom of political responsibility that critioism of a leadership -
group is only responsible if theopposition is itself willing end eble to provide an
aiternative leadershipe At the sams time as we attempt to win the support of the
¥SL oadres to our theoretical and programmatic positions, we shall advance represent
tives of our positions as ocanlidates for leading positions in the movement, with the
declared aim of achieveing a working majority on the leading committeess. Any less
would be frivolouse

THS DEATH AGONY OF CAPITALISHM AMD TIE CRISIS or TFE PROLEZTARIAN WOVTﬁENT.

Vie oonsider that the present drift in the indepsndent soclallst movement in the
U.Se is toward abstentionism with regard to the }ghor movement and the trade union
struggles, coupled with adaptation to the "liberal intelligentsia" in orientation,
end centrest in general, particularly in questions of the world anti-impsrialist
wave of revolution. The symptoms of these diseases are numerous and at this point
we shell oite only a single glaring instance {or each chargee Although our movement
has drasticclly criticised even the most advanced trasde unions (correctly), such as
the UAW=CIO, for their leck of a serious program of demands in the face of growing
unenployment ard unrest, CHALL3FGZ(and LABOR ACTION) have not gone on to present. a

" program of realistic immediate demands to catch the imagination of the workerse Al-

though the major tonic of discussion in every shop in the country is recession and
layoffs, our movement has not rroduced a single full-fledged discussion of this prob.

more

lem, t is to the advarced section of the working class and its allies =- including
of ocourse the youth ard student movement -~ that we must address ourselves if we ever
h0pe to gain their eare. 338
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\“”/;f we continue to ignore the immediate problems of the workers and student and
working class youth to such a degree, we shall cut ‘off completely any hope of not
being permanently ignored by thems T¢ us, this glarirg failure to provide articu-
lation (and, when we have the opportunity, leadership) to the olass in whose name we
speak is symptomatio of the rampant growth of petty-bourgeois and academicist atti-
tudes and prejudices in the socialist movement = which is not entirely a oconsequorce
of our social composition, but also of & general, end growing, tendency to abandon

"“the ‘theoretical tools of Marxism for the lanTuage and mode of thought of petty-

‘ bourg301s demooratio 1h*asa-monger1ng. -

Our orientation on the campus and among the:offiocial liberals ‘has becone ons of
attemptlng to reconcile ourselves to them on the basis of urging them to grester ine
transigeance in defense of their own avowed prindipless Granted that this approach

" has at least the merit of realizing that they could never be won over to a revolution
ary socialist position, it has the serious drawback, which we beliesve has already
manifested il&-1f to a dangerous degree, of transforming our movement into a reere-
guard which attempts to cover and delay the retreat of the libersls from a liberalism
which wa ourselves analyse as untenables: It would be better to make the soler
assessmant that the dezeneration of world capnitalism and the unnrecedented rise in
world power of the growing UesS. State, and the knoreasing milit-rization of all
pheses of Americen life, have together rendered the olassical intelligentsia venal

.. to the last degree, and to make our own approach ons of oompetitlon with, rather than
:inflltratlon or "influenoce of", this soclal groups :

"The dominant mood in American life today is that of petty=bourgeois terror and
hysteria in the face of the threat of Stalinism, and this mood has geriously infected
even our own oadress In politioal praotice its oonsequences appesr in the form of
slogans and formula.ions which imply that' if only the bourgsoisie would meke somse
ooncessions to the workers, though still within the framework, of course, of bour-
goois olass rule and capitalist property relations, then the workers would be glad
to participate in th» orusade against Stalinisme That in the face of the daily ocrum-
bling of the entire edifice of world ocapitalism a Marxist could even consider ahatin;
FBX aspect of the oloss struggle -= for anything this side of workers' power=- is to

ild a solid and firm bridge to class=-collaboration of the most bletant sorte And
to suggest that this decadent, rotten-to=the-core capitalism is even capable of any
such mejor progressive step is to decisively miss the central objeotivwe developemant
of our epochs One does not expect lively offspring to come from senility, nor un-
precedented progressive davelooments to emerge from the womb of oapitalism in its
death agonye

WHAT MUST HG DOIE.

The comrades who share our general analysis of the crisis of our movement must
now prepare for a thorough re-evaluation and an intense period of thought and studye.
We have in prosress, or projected, a comprehsnsive series of theoretiocal and prac-
tical-agitational documents and pamphlets which embody the tentative ocourse wvhich
wo oon31der neoessarys (Agreeing on the problems, ‘and the general approach necessary
in approaching them, we are working on these problems in something approaching a
concerted way.) Trese will be submitted, as may be appropriate, to the YSR or the
1ead1ng committees of the YSL armd to the SeptCﬂber Plenume Those df us who are
also ISL members will, in all consistancy, raise similar questions in the ISL as
may be appropri ate. Those_gf the m.st pressing priority cen bear schematic des-
orlptlon. s ' :

(A) Wb will present,. o the "YSL Plenum, a resolution under the title "Draft Resolue-

tion on the International Sltuation Our fire will partioularly concentrate on twc
points: '

"~ I, The attitude taken t6ward the national and 5001a1 revolutlons in the colonuﬂ

world, whioh seems to us, f'or reasons already enumerated, to be ome of abstentionism,
ie04, of abandoning these movements to Stalinist leadership and, where such is not

more ' 3 39
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- elready the oanse, eventual Stalinis£ oontrols More doncretely, we shall oppose the
line of onllirg for the formation of "third camp movements" in these areas from what-
ever uncommi*tted..(though however corrupt) forces mey exist, amd substitute our own
diotum that. the: third cemp in the colonial world oan only be ereated by fighting et
the side of the masses in the anti-impericlist struggle, end actively contestirg the
fradulent claim of the Stalinists to leadership. The petty-bourgeois, of courss,

-who views Stalinism as a foroe of almost mystical poteroy, as a direot result of the
gulf bstween himself amd the workers, will be horrified., . If so, the exposure of such
elements in their true colors will in itself justify the effort involved,

~© . IT4 The idea that sooialists oan oall for the formation "on a conistently demo-
cratic basis, of an Independent Vlestern Union" is, if possible, even more pernicious.
That such an enormous. end unprecedented progressive step as a unification of ‘estern .
Europe is possible to capitalism att its present staze of degeneration is unthinkable
from beginning to ende Such a nroposal can only exhibit a transparent feith in the
continuing vitality of oapitalism whioh, if it had any basis, would meke the vexy
existonce of our movement a funotion of pure sentimentalitye. At this stage, Zurope
will be unified either by mllitary oonquest or on a sooialist basis == nothing else
is possibles , , . S ‘ . v .

- (B) An attempt at a serious analysis of the sooial natura and historical prospéots
of Stalinism, and its fundamental dependence on the existence of the final orisis of
world ocapitalisme The fact, that is, that Stalinism feeds on the deoay of cepitalisn
~and 'derives its dynemic from the continued existence of the oapitalist systeme Parti-
.oular attention will be paid to investigating the possibility that indigenous buro-

- oratio .collectivism (natlonal-:tallnism) may under certain conditions play the rols
,iformerly played by the bourgeoisie at'the level of the bourgeoisedemocretic national
. revolution, The forces tending toward nationaleStalinism, or "Titoism", will be
olosely anslysed in terms of the ideas advanced by Comrade VWang in the New Intarna-
tional of Mar-Awr, 1951.

Vo are, further, alarmed by the growing tendenoy in our mldst to substitute anti-
"Stalinism for socialisme Ve are not willing to substitute Stalinaphobia for politica!
thinkinge While opvosing Stalinism consistently, in‘the strongest possible way, we
find ourselves foroed to the conclusion that it is necessary to educate certain com-
reqes to some basioc socialist ideas «= indeed, even those indeas which are normally
~cvered by the most basioc introductory olass in socialist theory. -Without digressing
2t length %o address ourselves to this specific problem we, at this time, would pnoint

21t only several things:whioh: should give comrades an indication of what we mean:

~No olass society (even tho totalitarian) is invincible &# rather, as long as there

s olass society the oppressed olass (or classas) will be foreed into conflict with
“heir ruling class (whatever be its nature)._ Svery class soclety, as such, inevitabl,
and with no exceptions, oarries within itself contraditions that mus t 1nev1tab1y lead
to its downfalls = The means of struggle that the oppressed class will find open to
itself, or be able to seize, will of course be dictated by the nature of that society-
.vhat these means ars different under Stalinism than under capitalism in no way can
mean, to the Harxist, that they do not existe If Marx did not, in his time, chart
the contraditions of Stal inist olass sooiety and provide us with an analysis of the
nature and forms of olass struggle within thet sooiety then that is our job =~ the
job of Marxists today. We do not proiose to evade vur historic task by the simple
" bas dangerous expediant of exoaotlng btallnlsm from the general laws that apply to
all class 5001etles.

(C) Resolitions on orientation will be introduced, as required, at all levels of
the YSL, urging the sharpest pgssibls turn taward the active participation of our'

‘members and movement in the trade unions and . ~ labor politics, based on the greatly
inoreased industrialization of as many of our members as possxb‘e, and the recruitment
of youth for careers as shop militants, : _ 34_0

more
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D) Especially in the present peri z bLb arénas most readily availeble to a socislist
youth orgenizatlon are largely limited to the oampus. Trerefore; while attemnting to
assert ourselves in a balanoed manner’in all aresns in which American youth are cur=
rontly to be reached, we’ reallze that our. immediate. prospects for reorultment lie
‘among student youthe , L -

() An.artxo!e is projeoted, and should soon be available, which will oppose in the
"strongest possible way that tondenoy that has arisen, and any that may aerise, which
. proposes any formula of a périod of "peaceful co-existence" between the cepitalist
world and Btalinigme The fizht for human dignity and socialist freedom was not halte
in the face ol the develoPment of the mass destruction weepons of ¥orld Vars I and II
and it must not be abandoned or castrated in a hysterical reaction to the threat of
fisson weaponss It is by no means evident, in any degree, that the peoples of the
‘two war blocs =- or even the decisive seotlcns of their rulers =- would contenance th
unleashing of a war involving such oatastrophic weapons. If anything these peoples
are less ready than before for suoh adVenburas. , o x

Thpre can be no excuse for making our movemant e belated party to the 1nfamous
deals of Yalta and Teheran, via such proposals as "oo-oxistence". Socialist do not
grant either of these social forms (Stalinism or capitalism) the r1ght or potential
for long-continued or stabilized existence, let alone "oo-existence". To advocste an
endoree imperialist deals at the expense of the world's peoples (and partioularly at
the expense of those sectors now engeged in legitimate and democratic struggles for
national self-determination) ocould only mark us forever as traitors to the world work
ing olass and soocialist movement. The cowardice based on petty-bourg601s hysteria ar
fear, and com>ounded by national chauvanism coupled with an attitude of ignorance and
distrust toward the world working oldss and its potential, must be decisively disavow
ed by our ranks and leadershlp if wo are to continve to consider oursalves a socialis
movement,

(F) It is antloipated by the present writers thet comrades-whom we believe to share
many of our general attitudes (if not our specific conoclusions) will introduce resole
utions on the Var Question which will be acceptable to use Though in our opinion thi
task is less pres-ing in nature in view of the current developments on the world soer
(the war danger, for the time being, having receded) we welcome such resolutions ==
if for. no other reason than the fact that preoisely on this question near-capitula-
tionist tendencies in our midst have tended to-arise most olearly.

ORGANI ZATIOFAL PROPOSALS FOR THE NEC PLZNUM.,.

We are united in our support of the informal proposals alxeady made that the NEC
Plenum reconstitute the size and composition of the NAC. We propose a five man NAC.
As long as the size of the NAC is such that it is necessary to go berzing for people
who are willing or able to serve, there is no ochance for it to refleot the specifioc
weight of various viewpoints in even an epproximats manner -- much less provide the
YSL thh a week=-to-woek national leadership of real déalibrees It is aotually a neces-
‘sity, from the point of view of demooracy, that the NAC be small enough so that ther
will be active competition for sests. For leading comrades to have to fight for NAC
seats would be the surest way to insure e vast incroase in their theoreflcal and lit.
erary activity.

"The presant "overweight" NAC has the effect of thoroughly obscurirg the relative
strength. of the positioans which everyone knows exist, and at the same time creabes ¢
situation whers lsadirg comrades are not forced to take a definite position on vario:
issues faocing our movemsnte With a five man NAC, the prospect of winning a working
majority would at least exist for any serious single viewpoints We will attempt to
maintain those two comrades in agreement with us who are on the current NAC, and to .
add ore more, which would give us a working majority of three. Should we fail, at
least then those who did gain the majority would be in a position of unambiguous rese
ponsibility 6n policy matters. We shall, therefore, raise and publicize the demand
for the reduction of the NAC to five members, ond formally propose this reductlon
and a specific slate at tls Plenum itself, . 34‘
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RESOLUTION ON DISSEZNT MAGASINE . by Michael Harrington L'/

(This resolutidn was adoéted by the National Exeoutivo Committee of the ¥YSL
by o mail referodum)

L. The Young Socialist League is, on principle, in favor of all open forums
where various points of view within tho socialist movement mey be exprossede
Wo do not consider that such forums can take place of socialist organization,
partioularly in this period when we feel that every oonvinecsd socialist
must belong to a sooialist organization e Ve do however, feel that those
forums have a great value in presenting a place for exchange of jdeas and
their dissemination to socialists and none=socialists

I1.As such a phenomenon, the new magasine Dissent deserves our supporte
This doos not mean that we afe in political agreement with the polities of
eny one editor of Dissent, or all of them taken togethers It does mean
that wo welcome the appearance of this magasine as a forum for socialist
disoussion, a forum which will print the socialist anti-war position.

III, Wo thorefore encourage all of our comrades who wish to do so to write
for Dissent and to present the various aspects of our point of views

IV. Wo elso encournge the use of Dissent as part of our edusational programe

Moy 1954
, end
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