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: Sy . 7Tt . 7 EDITOR'S MOTES..ie. 0
WHAT TF3 YSRIS . '
; .. Tha. Ypung SSCialisﬁ‘Hoviéw is tho information and discussion bullotin of
- the qupg.§ocigli$t Looguce Tho YSR is proparod by ths YSL Fational Officoe

*

~e

ERIE -Tho.aim of the YSR is to oonstituto a forum for tho oxprassion of all
points of viow within ths ¥YSL, ‘' It is, tharcfors, gomplotoly opon to any
membor who may wish € é¢ontributo his vicus == ard to any jgroup of mumberse

~-Coptributions from pon-mombors will b> aocozpted, if of sufficomtly high

:‘intorgstsﬂ‘(Tho‘dditor‘rascrvos the right to docido in thc oasa.->f cach such
artiolc.) ) BREE L o o

..o - For obvious rozsons it should bo urderstood ﬁhat artiolzs signed by in-
;. Aividuals do not pooossarily ropresont.tho viows of tho YSLe. Any matorianl
© that is "offioial® will.be cloarly lablod os suche = '

U7 U gopy 'should 'bo’ Submittod to tho YSL Fabisnal Officc, Third Floor, 11 ¥
. fo1lgh Stroat, Now York 11, N.Ye If at all possiblo submit oopy alrondy stoneiled,
¢ .. .gingla spacode  If this is rot possiblo, thon submit matorial typo-writon,

et

: dsublo spacide ~'Non=typowriton copy will not bo acocptade -

.+ It should be cloar that the YSR is not rostrictad v members of tho YSLe
> Though issuzd primarily for our mombers it is opon to all friends’ of the YSL
. ard other intorgsted individuals, - Membors should maxs avory af+ort to got
“oopiss irts tho hanls of this wider midionco. Sond in ydur. buudic ordors

nowe : SR

. Bagk copios of nll issuos of tho YSR aro available from tho K.Oe Tho
supply,howover, is limitcde  Tho Throo issuos of tho pro~unity joint dise
cussion bulletin may also bo ordored from tho F.Qe ‘

.+ Unless.othorwise stotod, all lobor oxpordod in tho produotion of YSR is
“ donatede . R IR R )

’

' THIS ISSUB
. )

The produotion of this issuc &£ YSR was held up*mainly besausc of a lo ok
of copy, and is cortainly a "thin issuo"e If YSR is torbe me.inbaipod on
eny but tho most irrcgular basis this eonAditisn must bo corrootodeee and if
the YSL is to bo an intzllzotually alive orgarization a ragular and fraquort
Aiseussion organ is ossentinle  Sornd in your articles for tho noxt issuo
KOW. Don't tok: tho sttituls that (1) you can't writoe woll anough or (2)
sommono 6lso will do ite Litorary style is not important for disoussion
purposes, though you will improvo and dsvelopo through writing, g tho othor
oomrado is probably waitirg far you %o writo ths articlo you .arztbxpecting

him to writoe Again, SEFD IN YOUR ARTICLZ FOR THE3 NZXT ISSUE ggbﬁ

Secott Arden, Editor
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| @ BIG POWER NEZGOTIATIONS
o ' By Charlzs Marshall

Big powor nogotiations ara tho rogular, overyday moans by which tho impor-
ialist forcos of tho world mointain thoir rolationse Onz of tho immodiato
rosults. of such nogotirtions is the donial by thosa forocs, whors thoy aro

“able to dbo.$o, of tho right of tho small and o>loninl nations to solf=dotor-
minatione Our goncral point of viow must bo' that the co-oxistonca of the two
major blocs moans tho continuod oxistenoo of imporialist oxploitatione Within
tho oontoxt of tha prasent situation wo sco thet somo of tho movements and
groups which oall for eo-cxistonem are, as yot, inartioulat: gropings towards
tho dovolopment of a third camp forcoe ' i '

Wo, howovor, must rojcot such a ocapitulation to tho fioroos of imperialism,
urdorstandirg that it is impossible for big powor nogotiations to lead to ary
sottlomant of tho orisis of our timos This, in spitc of th» fact that we migh
ofton bo found in tho loft wing of movomonts oallingrfor oo-oxistoncos Our
function thors, howover, must always be, as sooinlists, to pross for an opon
‘third oamp strugglc against the two imperialist bloose ‘ . ’ :

- In totally rcjcoting any fevorablo attitudo towards big power ncgotiations
wa do not oall for ware. What Wwo oansot do in any way is to mako oursolvas
bslatedly partnors to such doals as Yalta and Tohoran or to such imparialist
divisions os took placo in Gormany, Korca and Indo Chinae The.breathing spaco
provided bv thoso doals ossentially providod tho opposing bloos with a chanco
to oonsolidato tho forcos that oach controls, to provent progrossive dovolop-
aants in their rospootivo aroas ard to arm thomsclvos in proparation for yot

_more violont ware ~ Further, thoy allowod and econtinus to allow both tho U.S.
and tho Soviet Unior to lull’ poople into thinking that thosec nngotiations can
provido a solution to the probloms froing thome That nothing further is ro-
quirode Althouzh tho timo thus gaincd has also orablcd tho ocontinuation of
ths struggle for the third ocamp we cennot say that we favor big powor nogotia-
tions or that it is thsy that provido conditions oondusivo to tho growth o
tho third campe '

In faot it is in tho face of tho prossuros mad> possible by big powor
nogotiations thot wo must pross for oontinuod progrossivo dovelopmonts in
tho U.Se and Buropc,ard in tho backward arcas of tho worlde

Tho way Tor us to achiavo a solution, to snatch viotory from thz two ime
parialist forocs, to onabls tho third camp to grom (which is the only solution
t» the war and poverty which aro thoscourges of our timd) is to ocontinually
opposo thosc steps which permit tho big powers to dominats tho world seono,
as nogotiations 42, and to pross for the dovolopment of indopondont foroos,
indzpondenco movomonts and unian botwoon tho oxploitod olasso§ of the world}

" ond

Y
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THE GINOGIDE CORVIlTIOL | @

A liotelity Play -.
by Bob Bone

SCENE: the YSL Septembcr Plenum. A babble oi' voices, called to order by the Chair.

CHAIRMAN: Comredes, the next order of business is a discussion of the genocide con-
vention. Comrade ulligan has asked for the floor. : ’

 BUCK NULLIGAN: I have here a short resolution condemning genocide with which you are

all familiar, since it has appeared in ¥SR. I wish at this time to read iti, and to
urge its adoption by this body. (He reads):

(At this pbint, I want to quote the Harrington molion in full, substituting *
the phrase "genocide" for the phrase "H-bomb", and making appropriate, but mininum,

 editorial changes. Addign a sentence at the end urging that the YSL ratify the

GenociGe Convention) # o

AUSTIN GRAVIS: I've thought a éood deal recently about the question of genocide, and
I for one can't imagine any situation in which its use would be progreseive., I am
therefore’ prepared to support. the Mulligan motion.

MA. MA.MAN: I must say I am surprised.ai Comrade Graves for advencing a position
which is unhistorical, unMarxdist, and therefore untenable. I would only point out,
by way oi clarification, that it is not necessary for me io cile an instance of the
progressive us of genocide, but only to show that the progressive us of genocide is
not theoretically excluded. g : '

:STAN STENTCR: I want to warn those comrades who consider themselves Marvists that -
what we have to deal with here is a pacifist deviation. Those who oppose genocide on
absolute moral grounds are taking the first step toward non-violence. &nd vho knows
where this line of rcasoning mey lead? After conderning genocide in principle, the
comdades will next be asked to.condemn the H-bomb! As for me, the greatest conceiv-
able evil is Stalinist enslavemeni, and if it comes to a choice between that and gen-
ocide, I might be Iorced, hovever reluctantly, to dfcend myselfl against Russien Stal-
inism by running the Russian people through gas ovens. ' N

C. RADEK: liy objection to this motion of Mulligan's is that it is too narro. I feil
to see how we can condemn genocide without ‘condemning Russian slave-labor caips as
well. Stetislics clearly show that over the ycers more peoplc have died in Stalinisti
slave-labor camps than were killed as a result of Kazi genocide.

At thislpqiﬁt,ithb main thréaqvbf diécussibn disappears emidst & meza of procea—
urel end constitutional hagglings. In the end, the Plenum postpones action on the
Genocide Convention "pending further discussion'. : '

Curtain
#gec ilike Harrington's Resolution on the ‘H-bomb, YSR, Volume 1, number 3. For fhe
resolution as it would feg@ with the changes see page 5 of this issue,'
: 'POLITICAL MCRALITY AND THE H-BOMD '
| by Bob Bone .
Unfortunatély for the YSL,'the fictional scene deseribed sbove is not wholly

. 346



imazinary. Something very likc it ocourrcd at thc September Plenum, and those who
werc present will have no difficulty in rccognizing the casi of characters and the
arguments which they advanced. One has only ito subsiitute onc crime ageinst humanity
. for anothcr -- the H~bomb for genocide == in order to have & fairly accurate record &
of the Plenum proccedings. IR

I frenkly find it appalling that & socialist orgahization should adopt a mincing

attitude wward the dropping of hydrogen Lombs on civilian populations =~ the only
question with which the Harrington rcsolution deals. I find it equelly eppelling
- ~that certein comrades should discover ell kinds of menital reservetions vhich prevent
.them from expressing themselves on this subject in a clear and forthright menner. I
should likc therefore to direct my rcumards principally to these comrades, in the hope
that they will see the fantestic disproportion between their hypotlietical objections
on the one hand, and the very real threat of the-H-bomb on the other.
: .- Some comredes undoubtedly held back on thc Harrington resolution because they
fell that it was an entering wedge for a pacitist idcology. Harrington himself did his
‘best in the course of discussion to confuse the issue in this regard. Yel the plain
fact is that this periicular resolution no more raises ths issue of pacifism then a
resoluiion condemning genocide. To oppose a particular kind of viclehce (1ike pol-
jticel assassination, lonz rejected by the socielist movement, is 1ot to-oppose
violence as such. The Harrington resolution opposes the H-bomb -not becguse it is &
 weapon, but because this weapon, when used againsi cities, reaches the proporiions of
an atrocily. S oy B .
The poini I want to drive home is this: that the use of the H-bomb -against civ-
ilian populations, is, like genocidc and slave-labor camps, in and of itsels a crime
gpeinst humenity. Its sterk horror, in simple huamn terms, is so imaense .that even
to discuss the possibility of "prdgre%sive"4¢Cnsequcnces is to be something less than
~human. Evcntually the H-bomb and ithe new technology of destiruction which it symbol-
"izes musl be Gealt with by socialisis on the levcl of political theory, but:first of
 all ;it must bc deslt wiih as an atrocity. - o o .~
“Viewcd for thc moment in this lizht, the question of the H-bomb in my mind
transcends the bounds of.politicel theory and entcrs a human dimension. I oppose {fen—
~ocidc, for example, not because it is anti-socialist, but because it is enti-humani-
“{arian. These, towme, arc not quéstions oi theoretical "correctness" but of whether,
" so to speak, onc’if for or against the human racc. Perhaps in our time they are ultim-
ately gucstions of mental heelth. I frankly £ind talk of the "prozressive" features
. of a hydrogen war just a litily insanc. Something has happencd to @ persons sense of
proporiion when he talks of saving people from Stalinist enslavcment by veporizing
them. S T . o .
.+I am awarc thet this kind of aepproach raises a philospphicel problem, or at lecasti

. an emotional bloc in the minde: of some comrades. Ultimately, thesc comrades who would
~ rather remain silent on thc Domb than violate their traditional antipathy toward meral
absolutes. Bui they thercby raise their oun principle of historical relativism to the
status of en absolute. . They are unable to distinquish between undesirable or even
reprehensible political methods which may neverthcless be justitied under certain cir-
cumstances, and political mcthods like genocide which are alvays a crime against bum-
anity and which musti therefore be categorically condemned. Physical tortuce and col-
lective guili are instruments of Stalinist -policy; could they, under any circumstences
whatever, be instruments of ours? S o - .

In practice, at some point or othcr, these comrades draw absoluc moral distinecs
tions. But for fear of being "unbler:ist", they hesitate to advit it in so many words.

Theirs is a crypto-eihic, nonethelcss real because it is hidden even fron themselves.,

. ... NoNocomrades, what is wrong vith & few (noi too many) clearly enunciated humanitarian

principles, advenced -withoui.fcar or shame —— and uithout apologies to Karl Mari --
to the effect that we as a movemenl, even-tf thc other guy plays dirty, w ill nol
toriuce, gouge eyes (even of Stalinsst spies), initiate genocide, or drop hydrogen
bombs? Can enyonc arjuc “thal such assurances from us are spperilueus, sfter the crimcs,
.gcomaitted by the Stelinists in the name of the Class Struggzle, the only true Prole-

tarian Pariy, History, Progress, eic.? Whp should enyone irust us, unless we Geclere
in advence that there arc some things (only & few, . to be sure) that ve will not doj;

some shit, as L.. Cummings put it, that we will not eat? ‘ 347
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'l'.‘ . : f ;

I urge in conclucion thet the YSL-NEC adopt the Harrington resolution on th$iflj
H-bomb at the esrliest possible moment. I pope and trust that members of the NiD
H-n achieve a junanimous vote on this issue, threeby demonstrating that we recognize
a crime against humenity when we'see one. . : :

~END- - . .
“(Insert for "Resolution": The Young Sooialist Leaguo is not a pacifist organization
although it includes and woloomes paoifists in its rankse '

However, tho use of genovoids: by modorn nations has roached a point whoro ovon non=
pacifists must toke a principlod and catogorio stende ‘

Tho practice of gonooido as o moans o “solving" minority probloms is an oot which
is morally and politio&lly»unjustifiublo. Wo thoroforc catcgorioally ocondomn suoh
prootiscs, no mattor what govarnmont may rosort to thoms ' \ .

Wo heroby offirm an absolute rojootion of gonooidc as a politioanl mothod ot any
time or undor any oireumstancoss) .-’ ' :

. o o - S T wme S T B U S S o o W o o - S o o 0 o PG e e o= G 0 el an e - PR o o O EP WS e - - O B G e e o G (NSNS S S b 68 G UNS A W
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@ ' YOUR Nel PPPRUSCHES ¥R THE YSL.
Dy James lernan
(wour Hotions Appended)

A Point on IIDO ClIkA: - . - TS o ,

" low can & ihird cemp be created in InGe: China? The primery factor {there Is: thet
the vest majority of the people suppori the /ict linh, a movement led and conirclled
by Stalinisis, sho are, even in Stalinist terms, extrenely subscrvient to thce Russien
UniversalStatc. R

4 Tuo obstecles immegiately comg to-mind: (1) an open isolated third cemp is rap-
idly dGesiroyed, praciically befere it has besun, 1y cither or both the French and the

- Victidnh, (2) & third camp within ihe- Stalinists controlled "independence! movement,
oponly "contestins the fraudulgnt.cleims o the Stalinists to leadership," is also

2 gestiroyet by’ ihe locel equivalent of the G.P.U, ' ' ' S

o .

This very delkcate situatlion calls .lor, a. two pronged plan, both faclors susplem
menting, cach other in the siruggle: far ‘the third camp. The minor factor is working’
within vhatcver existing unaffiliatcd movementis hhert are; givén the weskness -and the
culiisti neiurc of thesc mevemens only mild resulis can be expected. The mejor facior
is working within thc movement to which the Indo (Hincs péople -subscride: the Stlel-

~~4nist-eontrolled Victiinh. The. purpose of this is to gel the necessary nucleus for

the third camp ss an ideolojy and as an organization. Thé orly manner to accomplish
this woulG be to have -an underground sei~up * ithin the Viet Minh, which would educate
end recruit es many as possible Indo Chinese: Participating as individuals in military
struggles sgainst the French (and for:the Stelinisis) only to ihe extent necessary .
{or survival as individuals within the Vietliinh. ST S -

i/lhen the minimum base for the third camp both within and without of the Vietdinh
is established, then shell thc real st#uggle begin: through a third militery organiz-
ation fighiing both the Vieliiinh and the irench for the benefit of the masscs of Indo-
. The-only wcy to get a conscious third camp is by going to the people: shall ve
let hysteria blind us to this fact? ==~ R

(See appended. motion 1)

MEUTRALIZH, COB.ISTilCE AD THE THIRD CAlP

The Pytralists make one fundamentel mistake, which we should make our philo-
sophic bonc with them: that big power ialks equal understanding equal co-exdsience.

Coerdstence lies in the realisies of today, anC not in "mutual understanding.
Co-e:distence lies in the.fact that neither imperialist.pouver secs any gein in a wer
right nowu. ‘/hen thig sitpation changes, war commences,:vith or without big powver
talks. e Co » W I
; Big power lalks havéionc positive anc onc negative effoct. The positive effect
' is relasetion of world pover which is conducive to Ce-rilitarization, and the hope
- that "sides don't heve to be teken." Doth of the results ol the relaiation of world
tension thurt ihe imperialist camps, and can be sut in a thirc carp conic::t.

E * The positive effcct is'more or less consiant. The "reliziation " is usuelly Teli
g to the same extent on cach big power conference. On & scale of ‘100, 1ct us tabulatc
the positive efiect as "50." 4 .

The ncgative effect i§ ithe confirmatlion of the imperialisl status quo. This
e fect is variable. Yalta and Polsdam because of their extreme nature were "60s" of
1G0s." On the other hend, Genecva chunged little: the people were not deprived of
anything they hed previcusly—— they did nol mind remaining on the sice of o pertic—
ular imperialism. Let's zive it a "20."

Therefore, we camot oppose big power ialks blankeleGly. | msst compare thefr
positivc and ncgative aspects before rendering a verdict. At the same time we mst
emphasize who is discussing;, whosec ate, and give our socialist slogan of "witharaw
all forcign troops."

iJe must ettack thc neuiralists upon their concept of "co-eristence," join wiih

moro 34 9




then on such speciiics as reductiolt in arnanenl s, anc oifcr ihen cur progran ol
third cams.
(Sce motion 2 £t end of article)
\ ‘ (Gn the Gencva Trucc: Sec moiion 3 ai end of article)

ATVIL 2ED Tio LIDIRILS

fnvil is thc only natiomrde 'student cnti-var magazine vith a non-Siclinist,
but redical social porspective. Covioucly it woulG be « Cenaging blow to the third
caiy, if such type majazine vere sbenconcd io become & loose radicalish-liberalish-
waicred-Govn - sociclistic megazine, which vould be in cii'cet a critically pro-wer
megazine. E o : -

I am a beliovcr "in briging the gap betveen socialisi and liberals." Dut I
would not 1lik e to sez nvil, 'a magazinc, which has scrved our purposes in thc past,
and can pul cur viewpoint on the campus locday, become thati bricge.

"~ C.n an enti-wvar megazinc be a bridge between socialist and liberals? The only
kind of liverels thct arc anti—ver, cre Sielinoié liberads, whom we do not wani, and
have Geen Ciscouragcd with our enalysis of Stelinism in Anvil. Can we bridge to the
"padical-liberal" with an enti-wer magazine? The answer is NO. The radical-libcral is

v for (1) morc point four, (2) for a labor party, (3) for ceriain guerantces ol col=
onial indcpendencc. Zut he is-3lso for the military buildup. The RADICAL-LISMEL IS

L PRC~ IR LIDIR.L. o _

Anyboly reacing en anti-war Anvil would be very close to the YSL pokitically, or
woul@® be & curious minded individual. The curious minded individuel woulc just as
wekl read our literaiurc as anyooldy clsc's. The other type could hive only one ob-
Jeeiion te the I5L: an-organizatonal one. T

Therefore I believe an issuc of Lnvil.shoul roprescnt, and be writicn by ihe

YSL, publish Y3L articles anc. ais, wut noi be officisdly a ¥YSL majezinc.

' s : © (Bee molion "A" at end of ariicle).
- CIVI S
CIVIL LIDsRTIES

It is necessary to &dd o our "democratic! (or "principlea") cefence .of the
civil liberiics of Stalinists a "factual Gefense" of their civil liberiies.

In view ol the bleotanit falsities perpeiraied by mosi of the bourjcels spolesicn
upon the natiarc oi' the CPj; using these distoriions as tools 1o {urther cndenger the
Ireedon of ellimericans, it would be wise for us lo take a postion on the chargcs
thet the P is a nesi of spies, or the the CP hes the capabililics or meterisal for
fomenting ‘en crmed uprising -in the Unitcd Stutes. ‘

It should be emphosized Ly us that in the past the aversge fuerican who joined
the Comaunisi Party diG so becausc he sincercly belicv:d that the P could lead iho
Us into thc ways of peace, socialism, eic., and not in order to spy or tc seboiage.

ife should point out thai the American uP differs from the Soviel spy rings in
that its mein ilemc todgy is to encourage People o beer misconccptions about the
naturc and the role of ihe Soviet Union. '

As the forces of repression advance, so must we stiifcn.

# 4 motions appendcd were intraduced before the IEC plenum by ithe chair at my
rocqueste

lotion ¥1.--Amendment to lielker R soluiion on Indo-6hina: (not accepted by .lker):
In the 3ielinist part of Indo-China, as onc altcrnative tactic, the Uhird
Camp should concentrate to & large extent within the Vietliinh on an wder-
grouné cedre basis. lhen thc groudduork ehs been laicd and the opporiunity
arises, the Third Camp forces--uith thesc cadres as pari of their sircngih—-
will strugsle apainst bolh the Vietdidnh and {he French.

- . ~=DelcatoGm— 3 5 o




@1011 ®2. --Rcsoluuon on Big Powers:
CCU=D. ISTIGE LD BIG RUGLR TLLES

Co-exdsicnce is ihat statc in Whlch a caJltﬁmsgLic U.g. and a Stalinist Russia
live on ihis earih togcther.

o Todayithere is ho forcec on carth capaolc of desiroying both imperialist cemps ei-
3 cppt en improbable desire for en all-oul wer. (i.e., both sides «dd civilizalion dc-
g stroyci. )

Today nclyhcr cemm cen be Gesiroyed unlosg the other carmp acgtrO's it. (1 €., oigc
sice uosxroy1nr ihe other.)

The ¥SL reécojnizes that these are thp only 1mmcalatc alternatives 1o co~etdstence
and rcjecils Lnem. The ¥SL recognizes the immccicic nceessity of co-exiglence.

. The YSL rejccis the concept vhat the basis oX co-ciisicnce 1s, or will Ve, muiuzl
unucrsu..nulnp by way of confercnccs, commitices, notesy cic.; Lul rather on the basis
of what is necessary and cesircble for ithe two ruling classes of ihe US anc dussia

However, thc YSL docs not rcject Dig-Power talks olanketly, bceause of 30351ulc
progressive factors connected vith them. _

The Y5L re-affirms its beliei that ihe workers, peasants, and colonial pecples

.- of the world shoulé end. must, as soon &s ;ca31blc, aeny U.o. 0n01ta11sm anu Aussian
'Stallnlsm the r;nnL to e.isti, &5 vell as co-exdst. :
: TJ:;ILLD R . " :

‘Motion ¥ 3, —- Resolution on Peace-in Inco-China:
The progressive aspects of the Indo-China truce: fdr e.:cedded the reactionery

. aspects. The imperialist talks at &heva merely confirmed by word whht hed been exdst-
ent by deed: thai the grceL majority of pcople in Indo-China vere supporters of i
perialism on a miliiary and eihical basis. The Sialinist controllcd mass militery
struggle only stirengihencd Stelinism and shcd the blood of the Indo-Chines people &r
a cause that could only hlnaer their genuinc asplraulons of freodom, progress and
aignity.

I{ would bc a myth to asswae that either 1mpcrlallst camp could have unitcd
Indo-China. The aim of thc irench was nol to concede Indo-Chine bul rather o oblain
& limited jurisdiclion for ihemselves. If neccssary, the :irench could have govicen
enough military suppori from the est to siabilizc ithe strugglc; &s ihe horean
struggle was stabilized around the 3uth Parcllel for many months.

The Indo-China trucc cnded useless imperialist bloodshed, SLrﬁbbhpncu uhe forces
of non-dcpcndence on ihe U.3. in rrancc, enG by viriuwe of Ho Chi liinh's iallu¢e to
"drive the foreigners out", creatcd dlscontcnt vith the Stalinistis umonr the people
of Indo-China. ' . Du mmu« :

liolion * 4.——fmendment to uraen‘uesolutlon on Anvil (not acceptcu by brdcn)
_trike oul "insicad of e specificelly YSL magazine" end substitute "being run
by, and a; sitating for the Y3L organizationclly end th*oretlcalLy"
e “ 1.—‘"-“_D- -

ond'




JLSCH LiTT:iR Cut RESICLATION
Dear Comrades:

ror some iime I have been in sharp disegreement with ccritain of the YSI? s fun-
danentel principles. Crgemizaitions heve fundemcniel principles and secondary prin-
ciples cerivcc from them. -If a member disagrees with secondary principles he can
eir his disagreemenis internally anc benefit both his orbanlzatlon and himself. If
he disagrces with fundamental principles he mst engage in & long and increasingly
bitter Taciional dispute, cdurin, which he will be in no position to contribuie to the
rcal ac Wivily of his orpanizegtion. iriendship .will turn to hatred. Yr he musl resign.

'Havlng iricd o dGiscuss.a, icu of my most imporient disagreemenis, having been .net A
, 'hot so much with oggoglblon as indifference, I must choose the lailer course. I have
© L triéd o work &s best I could Ulbhln ihe framework .of disseni provided me. I have

tried rcconc111nf szclx to: remaining by all soris of persona1 compromises. hcse de-

'v1ces will no longer work.;. o

For iliose (1; therc arc anj) uho mi ht vant Lo Lnow thc polltlcal reasons for

V'mW rcs1onab10n, I can summarlzc my dlethblVF positicns thus: I Delieve that the
“slryggle for lhe nev socicty grows direcily out of the day-to-Gey experience of the
“people. The. achleVCmcnt of revolutionary cons@iousness by the people. Gocs nol rcp-

resent the fu31on of ihe ideology .of a vanguard with ithe blind strivinzs of the

'masses, butl a devvlopmunt of the mass movewent itsell toward seli-consc1~usnbss and

rganization; a developnent acccleraied es the increasing 1y rigorous rcqulrembnts of

,.;Capluallam grquuLlly cconstirict the erea of perinissable voluntary political ectivity.
f;Thcreforc thc rcvolutlonary st irmiersc hinself in the most pressing sirugzles of
“the dey, lending clarity and cohousion; Lo -ihe struggle to reach increasin 1y unreech-
able gocls - rathcr then carry on propsganca by means of a categorical comperison

between the inadequate taciics of ihc neople and the correc» on.s hc proposes. The

’“rgctlcul archeiype of my ap)roach is - let us say - ¢ leaflel about thc reletion

betueen the dangerous. hydrogen bomb end ruinous ’merlcan foreign oollcy. The prac-

ﬂﬂulcal archetype of the other approach is a weckly political newspaper whose change-
: less typography and style soon ceese Lo convince anyone e:cepl the elready convinced.

The rcvolutionary should pay specicl aiteniion to the Commmnity Councils, ihose
voluntarj orzganizations for civic improveméni which are a pecullarly imcrcsunb
feelure of hlbhly indusirializcd Capilalist dcmocracies. The real distiribution of
political potential throughout bhe population is cﬁce1lenoly reflecled in these Coune.
cils, the proportion of whose membership that is drawn fTOom o given social stratum
indicating the exteni to which that stratum occupies itselfl with problems beyona
thosc concerned with daily bread. The League for a High 3chool on 92nd St. may prove
a far belter arena for political sciivity than meny union locals.

The economic contraGiciions of Capitalism have been resolved by politicel means,
pational anc¢ intcrnational in scope, which now affect not only the prolectariat, but
all ihe rcst of socicty as well. Tais is not to deny in 1lhe lcasi that the working
class is & revoluiionary class. It is mercly to asseri that other groups arc becoming
"rcvolutionized" elso. At the same iime the mcens of preduction are virtuaelly crying
to bo liberated, and can provide us with prhqmr1tyand ircedon in far less time ilhan
was herclofore imagined. Thercfore bolh because it is no lonser nccessary and be-
cause it may ncver have been ablc to succecc, the so-called "dicatatorship of ihe
prolevariai" is anathicma to me. I counterpose to il democracy - ihe suprcmacy of the
majoriily of sociely over the dissident mzjority of any class. Democracy musl be not
only ihe cnd, but the ncens also.

In shori it is neccssary in the present period to build a broad movemeni of the
disinheritcC, znd &s more workers comc to fcel themselves alicnabed from the sociely
they built, ithey will sucll our ranks.

fZmon;; thc mosi important dengers facing us is thce possibility that the revolu-~
tionary crganizetion will either fail ito leke ithe initiative in & rcevolulionary site-
uation, or wvill, having tleken it successfully, transform itsell into a new ruling
group in socieyy. I trace both thcse incdequacics to that type of organizatiional
siructure which rcatures a formal burequcracy. I proposc o transfer the funciions of
the formal burcaucracy to the membership &s a whole - not by any means "abolishing
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the organization"; but instead meking its members more effeciive » creaiive, and
flexible. o e C L. o

The YSL has ireated mc well - probably beticr then I deserve. It is painful to
rcport that ils .internal developmont is fuliilling oy most Gishecericning suspicions.
Out of <ihe ilAC has been carved an cducationel Committec, a Secrcteriai, and nwacrous
other officials in addition ito its two regular officers. The NAC's usurpation of ihe
authority of ihe ilev York membership in ilie casc of the. attacks wron us from LYU and .
the Cohumbia Confercnecc affair; the "secret" negotistions with SDA apout ‘Lcaceuic
Frcecom deck end vho knous whal clse; the inercesing direct ddreciion of liew York
aifairs culminating in an NiC directive to thc New York Unit concerning, an cipiasis

"in actlivities vhich only ihe Unit is compcient to Gelerming; ithe too-casy subsidiz-

alion of our members (iheir names are familiar to all) on almost any e:cusc thcy cen
consiruct; and, worst of &ll, the rcfusel of the N.C to authorize a’ National iembor-
ship Con¥erence in violation not only of clementary denocracy but of the obvious
generel vwill of the llational L:iecutive Commiticc: all these hings and more heve re-
Guced membership periiciPalion not only in policy mcking, bul in carrying oul policy,
lo unprecedented lows. lispecially in Iiew York citreme neasures must be resoried 1o in
order to obbain an aticndance of half cur menvership at a rejulor busincss meeling.
Althoush for these. and other rcasons I Pcel I can no longer submit mysell 1o lhe
discipline of ihc Young Socialist Leaguc, vhai unites me end it is sreater then vheat
divides us: a fundamenial belieil in the ability of ihe people 1o rule themselvcs.
Hever abandon ithe fight for & new kind of socieiy vhere, .eccording to the¢ non-catice
gorical atiituCe, each individual cén for thc first tinme be treated Preciscly as an
indivicdual - not as & werc rcpresentative of a class or type of humanity. If in vhatv
divides us you are right and I aw wrony I wish you sucecss. If not, I wish you luck.

Fraternslly,

' D ‘ Rober’b Ilson

cnd , S
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CONVERSATION AND RESIORATION & A REPLY TO COMRADE TLSOM o @
By Soott Ardon, for tho National‘Aotibn Cormittoo

Comrado ILSQn's-lettér'of;rosignatianirOQuirosfan ayEwer noinly for tho ro-
0ord =~ that’is, to olear up somo of “thaz confusion that his dooumsnt might

eraato an? to put it in its propor porspuctivoe Do .

~To bogin with, it is an absolutsly irrafutabls faot that Ilson has had, and
continuls to havo, a varisty of notions which ar> sharod by considorably loss
than a majority of ths mombors of thn YSL. Eis most striking notions (thoso
conocorning quastions af orgarizational structur:) aro sharod, bo be painfully
frenk, by probably no mzmbor of tho Y3Le ' . : '

.-7Th5 oomrado in’'quastion prossntod his ideas to tho YSL both vorbally to tho
W+w York Unit (of which ho was a momber) ard €5 tho national organization as

a Wwholo through his "Corvorsation Pises" artiodos in tho Young Sooialist Roviocw
an? tho prc-unity discussion bullotin. " Rathsr then attompt to charactorize
thesc articlons, which in tholr own way aro most romarkabls , wo profor to lat
thom spcak for thamsolfe Faotually it should bo noted thet no omo, seoningly,
considerod tham worthy of a reply -- dospito thoir controvorsial naturoe

Tﬁgt'this‘situation_might havo 121 Comrado Ilson to faol unhappy is vory
wndorstardabloe It is also undorstandablc that his discontdnt 13d him to do-
cido to loavs tho YSL. Fis firal doeisisr t5 rosign surprisad vory fow members

- of tho N.Y. Unit sinco somd morths proviously ho had offerod his rasinations
He witgdrch his first rosignatior after o short timo but it was olecar that his

Waifforonons,ard tho faot that ho still oould not convineo anyond, still gricvad
hime: =~ It 'is intorasting t noto, inoidonticlly, that Ilson's first rasignation
oamo just after ho wes Aof2atad by tho momborship whon hs ran for e post on tlo

Now York Unit Bxooutive Comnittoss Further, this rosignation camo shortly aftor

he offorcd to s2rvo on the Fational Action Committooe - Is 3t~ possible that
Comra’o Tlson's stranc objsotions (on princinla) to"burooracy’ do not anply o
O . e - . - .. . PR K

himsalf3 = - R : .t B e

¢ "Unfofﬁunately;.Ilson;was'nbt conbart this time with simply steting his raal
difforcneos cnd his roal unhappyniosse  As o rosult his 1attar of rosigration

olouds over the actual ropsons for his leaving, ond at thz sam tinmc “aight zivo
risc %o a numdzr of falsoljdoas.‘ It is urdorstandabls, agning that ths comrado
viould lil» to achioevo somo psds:ngbLb'jusﬁificatidn for his rasigration but we

" wiould profor that-ho 4id s> ot bis oxponso, rot at tho oxponso of honostye

“J'Bridfly, the YSLiw@g fgrﬁcd {ast Fon’by a margor of the Yourg Podplos Soc-
1alist Loagwo (farmorly the youbh sootion of tho Sooinlist Party) and tho Soc-

1alist Youbh Loagzuo. (pripr to Fobs the youth snction of tho Indopendont S:cialist

Laaguo)e Rosultingg.as it did, from this mergor of two scparat® organizations
with different praditions, tho YSL was in actuallty a now orgnnization =— on=
coupassing foaturos of both of tho provioiis groups trd, in oasos whoro common
agroemant could nit bg reacheod, 13aving soms qusstions open (Le0e, no official
polioy) to be rasslval ir the eourse of building tho YSL,

s

Tho YSL, avon today, doow not havo a "pinishod program” thot covors overy
point of politioal and organizational policye  Our policy is, gonorally, broad
and our mombership includcs many kinds of socianlists who find that thoy oan Wk
togothor dsmooratiodlly. within $he *fromeviotk of ‘tho YSL.. Thoso who aro in a
minority on any particular quos%ion (an? thoro aro difforent points of vicw on
all sorts of quostions) aro givon ovary chanoo of prssonting and pressing thet
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. disoiplinz, no national structurs, otce In short, no organization.

omrado Ilson admits this arnd in no way acocusos ths YSL of tfaéting him in any
undomooratio fashione Ho doos, howovor, imply that im somc way tho YSL has
developod, siroo Fobe, into a difforant kind of organizntioneese and this is
not tho oasoe ' e P I
Ilson, priosr to unity, was = member of tho Yral, ard in thé YBSL ho hald moro

or loss ths sam idoas that troubl: him todaye Having feliled to oconvineo tho
old YPSL of the oorroctnoss of his rotiors ho, parhaps naturally, built up falso

. hopss in tho dirootion of the YSL., That is, ths YSL boing a ncw organization,

ho felt it might be possiblo to win o majority to his point of viowe

. That h> failsd to oconvinco anyon: doos not reflcet on tho YSL, in our. opin-
ion, anl cortainly his rosignation canrnot in any legitimatc sonso bo basod on
some’ mystorisus and dargorous "intornal dovolopmmonts" sinco Fobe

We have, no doudt, made mistakos and wo have cortainly not solwed all of
our problemse But Comrado Ilson should foreo through this straw-wall he has
srrocted and be his usual honest solfe ~Ho did not resign.bocauso of any
ohango in ‘tho Y3L, ho rzsignod booauso the oxa.t opposito was tho oasoge

His spocific ohorgos ngainst tho YSL ero ot bost distortions and hebray
o talent for crontive fiotion which may in its:1f bo good or bad but which has
1ittlo placo im a sorious politionl documonte Tho "powors" tho NiC"usurpted"

" prom tio N.Ye Unit woro votod to it by the Urite Tho NAC did not rafuso to
_authorizs o National Iizmborship Confcrencs in violation of "tho obvious gonora

will of the Netional Excoutivo Committic” w— ths NAC callod a mail reforondum
of tho NEC on tho quostion and tho FEC itsolf mado tho’ final docision against
holdiny the conforincoe Tio TEoo-onsy Subsitiznvion of cortain of our monmbers”
is purc fontasy and oan only bo based on some dregn the ocomrado had ono night -
it cortainly has no.basis in torms of fact (1e9e, tho Y3L's financial conditim,
“its offioial finanieal:-roports, or its practisos -- ppst or prasent)e

1y .
Tho "politiocal ronsons" ho givos for his rosignation cannot be dzaltl. with
soriouslys Many of ths points ho makes arc oncs on which Wwe havo no aspceial
quarrol with him =- . in such onses "his idoas" (right or wrong) erec actually
tho id2as of a substantial numbor of YSL membor:s#e With a cortain amount of
oaraful sifting, howevor, we can discovor thoso "difforoncos” that aro tho im=
. portant onose Anrd thoy arc, without major axcoption, thoso idoas ho cxpressod
in his "Convorsation Piocos" -- his idcas on organizotisnal structuros s

It would bo repotitisus #o reprint now whot apprarcd so olzarly in thosc

" pravicus artiolos but which is smpdgod ovor in his lotters Bricfly, ho is op=

posod to a formal organization of dny kinle Ho proposos a loosc sort of allianoco
of "nssociatas" with no momborship, no duds; =o offivors, no ocommittoos, no
; Thosc ideas

"and no others arc tho onos that hz can find no support for in tho YSL..

"I the final paragraph of Comrado Ilson's lottar he tolls us. that what unitos
us (iece, ho ani tho YSL) is groator than what diwidos us, a statomort which
tonds, logiocally, o conflict with his decision to rosigne Wo aro tompted to
‘think that if ho tompers his convorsation with a little roading and oxparicnco

* " 'ho might-well dceids to spook a differont picoee If not, tho only road open

7%5 hin is that of tho orack-potism of tho psuodo-lofte :

. 1

. ond

# (oorroctione Insart: "--furtﬁor; tho YSL doos nst havo an off{éiﬁl polioy
or position on most of tho political qucstions ho raisose") o
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