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EDITORIAL NOTES

VAT THE YSR IS

The Young Sooialist Review is the information and discussion bulletin of
the Young Socialist Leagues The ISR is prepared by the YSL Fational Office and
1s edited by Ovien llorses ;

!

The aim of the YSR is to constitute a forum for the expression of all polnts
of view within the YSLe It is, therefore, oompletely open to any member who
nmey wish to contribute his vieus == and to any group of memberse Contributions
from non=members will be acoepted, if of sufficiently high intereste (The edita
Toserves the right to decide on the oase of each such artioles)

For obvious reasons it should be understood that articles signed by individe
uals do not necessarily represent the views of the YSLe Any material thet is
"offioial® will be olearly labelled as suche

Copy should be submitted to the YSL national offioce, Third Floor, 1L Ve 1L
Ste, New York 11, N,¥. If at all possible, submit oopy stenoiled, single spacede
If this is not possible, then submit material type=written, double spaceds lion
typewritten copy will not be aoccepteds

1t should be clear that the YSR is not restriocted to members of the YSL.
Though issued primarily for members it is open to all friends and other interested
individualse lembers should make every effort to get coples into the hands of
this wider audience. Send in your bundle orders nowe

All labor expended in the publication of the YSR is donated by members of
the NY Unit of YSL.

THIS_ISSUE

In the last issue I predicted at least two more before the oonventions From
the looks of things now, this was a gross underestimation on my parte Though
there are only three artiocles in this issue, they are pretty substantial in their
wordage, anmd so we decided to get it out immediately. The article on Isasos' book
wes one of the three artioles mentioned in my notes on the last issue, and was
not printed at the time it was received due to lack of other matter with which to
£ill out an issues. Uhen we were flooded with preaconvention meterial, this got
squeezed out. Our apologies to John Noveke

One of the chief reasons this issuse is out so soon is beoause somo of the
comrades stenoiled and mimeced their own articles., Please follow suit and future
issues will come out even fasters

~ The rest issue will probably ocontain NAC Draft resolutions on the Internation-
al Question, the American Question, Tasks and Perspectives, end Constitutional
Amendments; all of which are now being writtens Don't be afraid to write an arte
fole yourself; as much disoussion as possible before the oonvention is our goals

I apologize for the techniocal errors and blunders in this, the last end tle
next few issues. They are inevitable whon the issue is put together overnite
on o volunteer basis, The most important error in the last issue was in the NAC

Draft Resolution on German Unitye Only the LINE of it wes adopteds
v wemessUWOR 1l0rse
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The International Question IIIX

Mike Harrington

(This is intended as a contlnuatlon of the discussion in the
last ¥SR, Vol, II, Ho. 1, in thc artlcles Stalinism, Imperiale
1sm ard Expansionism, I and II, In this section, I will

(1) briefly re=-capitulate my analysis of Stalinism and add

a few commentsy (2) present a self-cxplanatory draft of a
political line for the American part of the International Res=
olution; and (3) comment briefly on Comrade Shanets discuassion
of my analysis of Stalinism,)

I, Stalinism, Imperialism and Expansionlsm

In the striet sense of the word, imperiallism ls an expan-
sion made necessary by the fundamental needs of a gocial sys~
tem., Bureaucratic collectivism does not necessarily tend In
cuch a direction., Therefore, in the strict sense ol the
word, 1t is not jmperialist,

To my knowledge, there is only one instance in the theory
of burcaucratic collectivism where an attempt was made to re=
late Stalinist expansion to Stallnism as a social systems In
the New International of April, 1946, an arbticle on "hureau=-
cratic imperialism" states: "The economic policy of the Russ~
iana in the occupled countrlies is not, therefore, merecly the
Vexcosses! of the bureaucracy, not the 'cheating! and 'robbingt
by a priveleged stratum, but sonething which is fundamental
to Russlan cconomlc organization and survival," ’

The author goes on to hold that Russia could not survlive
without the satelites. Was this true thon?® Docs otalinism
need further expansion in order to survive?

Secondly, we must carefully spell out the conscquences of
characterizing Stalinism as expansionist rather than imper-
1allst,

T6 begin with, 1t 1s economically possible, if not prob-
able, that the Eastern satelltes are now nccessary to Stalin-
isme, In other words, the original move of the Stalinists
into these arcas, which did not arlise out of an Inherent ncc-
essity of the social system but out of a particular historlical
configuration, has now becen Integrated to such an extent
that the Stalinists must stay there., This is In no way cqulv~
elant to imperialism in the senso in which we dofinc it.

Apain, even if the above wore not true, political conslid~
erations would pecrclude a wholesale withdrawal of the Stalin-
ists from thelr satelites., The political impact of a free
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Poland is, in ell probability, simply too much of a risk for the Stalinists
to rune The point mado hore must bo part of a rejootion of any naive

and simpliocistio vorsion »f tho relation betwiecon tho oconomio and the
politioanle

In othor words, in aotual faot, 1e0e whon the eooromio is modified by
tho politioal and the oirounstantial, wo aro dealing with the poasibility
that the Stalinists may sook a stabilization apd, perhaps, a withdrawal
at tho periphorye

Finelly, thore is ono more important facte The United States is
imperialist, yet it is possible for it to withdraw from Wost Gormanyle
The differonoc botween Stalinism and Anmeriocan oapitalism in this rogard
ig that tho formor oan sock stabilization as a long=term polioy, wheReas
the latter can make a tectioal withdrawal of ono form (the military) of
its domination, but is ocontinually impelled by its internal ocontradic-
tions to seck expansione Thus, the Unitod Statos may bo capable of a
tactical withdraval, but it must assert its political and eoconomic dome
Tnance over Europe nevertholesse

I, Amerigg}_g_v!orld Politios

(This documont, like tho one 'on Stalinism, is not a finished pliece of
work, but a draft of a politiocal lino whioh is intended to stimulate
disoussione)

(1) In foroign affairs, the United States is imporialiste This faob
follows from tho noocossities of its sooial systeme It 1s with this
proposition that we must begin our analysis of America's role throughout
the vorlde

(2) Amerion is the last groat capitalist porer. It finds itsolf in
o vorld in which masses aro antiecapitaliste In Europe, it shoros up
thoe bourgooisie against theso prossurose In Asia, it ofton finds ite
self allied with roaoction against movements of natioral indopendonoo e
Tho basis of both thoso taootios is the neoessity to maintain a world
in whioh oapitalism can funotions

(3) In spelling out this gonoralization, we must plaocs it in the
oomplioated contoxt of the last docadoe

(L) Intornally, Amorioa was unablo to solve its own economio oontra-
diotions in the Thirties, Those woro solved by the rise of a wWor ooone
omy during World War IIs This is not %o say that Amorioa consciously
gsought that wor as an answer to domostio orisise It is to say that,
givon its social systom, Amorica nobod in suoh o way as to bring itsclf
into such o war and, moreover, that tho way in which it conducted that
viar was also rolatod to its sooial structurce

(5) From tho ond of VWorld War II on, America wos oponly challenged,
militarily and politieally, by Stalinisme Agaln, this struggle was not
consciously oroatod by the United States to maintain a war economy and
thus solve tho problom of domostic crisise It was moro of a quostion of
Amoricals rosponso, the kind of response, leoe & defonse of tho inborosts
of oapitalism and the status quo as the mothod of strugglo ageinst
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Stalinisme In tho partioular historical situation, this moant tho subore
dination o” tho intorosts of tho Europoan workingolass and of tho note
fonal liboration movemonts in Asia to the nocessities of Amorica's pow
slitions

(6) In tho first poriod of roaotion to Stallnism (from 1947 to the
Korean iar), Xsm Amorioan polioy oontoroed eround tho concopt of ooonomio
. rocovory for zuropo and ooonomio dovclopmont for tho backward areass: tho
| Marshall Plan and Point Foure Yet, booauso of tho nocossitios doseribod
' abovo, tho rosovery and tho dovelopmont woro conccivod of in ftorms of
oapitalist sslfeintoroste Thus, thoe chiof bonoficiarios of the Marshall
plan woro tho Amorican and Buropean bourgooisies, and Point Four oloarly
stgted that it sought to "eroats a favorablo atmosphoro for privats ine
vostmont" in the under=devoloped aroase

—

(7) Thore wore, of ocourso, military considorations in both tho Mare-
ghall Plan and Point Foure By 1950, and ospooially aftor tho Koroan
War bagan, thosc assumed an absolute dominancos In rotrospoct, for oxe
ample, it oan bo soen that Point Four did not even fulfill its modest
purpose of ocapitalist dovelopmenty 1% almost immediatoly begon an agone
oy for military dewolopmonte

(8) From the Koroan War on, Amorican polioy faced an intensifying orisis
in Asine In response to the Chinoso Revolution, it supportad Chiangs
in rosponse to North Korean aggression, it baokod Sybgman Rhooj in Yoe
sponse to tho movemont of national liboration capturod by the Stalinists
& in Irdo=China, it supported the Fronoh, arnd thon the modoratc nationalists,
ij 1400 tho anti-rovolutiorary netionalistse Tho ovorw-all result of this
: trazic policy has boon a sories of political and military dofoatse

- (9) In Burope, Amorican polioy.contered around Nato and Nato oontered
around Gormon ro-armamente liore again, there was no roal attompt %o
countor Stalinism politieallys Tho rellanco was upon military strongth,
ard this made it logioal to inolude Franco in the "froe vorlde" In torms
of this oxtromoly limited poliocy, tho United Statos did aohisvo o vietory
whon Gorman re-armamont was rotified in Parise Howmevor, in Europo its
politioal position is still shaly, menaocod by strong Stalinist and noute
yolist movemonts and a multiwolass antimAmorioanisme

S——
e

(10) In gonoral, then, wo charaotorizo the United States polioy as ime
porialist booause tho fundamental nooessitios of tho Ameriocan sooial sys=-
tom in this period diotate a foroign polioy based upon military strength
rethor than upon politieal appeal, and drivos hmorica to seok to proe
soerve tho status quo and repross movoments for national indopordoncos

: (11) Rocont events, however, have indioatod tho possibility of o

. shift in Amorican polioys If tho Stalinists como forth with o strong

o politioal appeal in thoir negotimtions stratagoy, tho Unitoed Statos may
violl bo forcod to reviso its toctiose In addition, wo must tako into
peoount o ocortain contradiotory quality of bourgoois thinking, that it is
semiepncifists ovon while it is ongagod in mareuvers whioh will lead

to ware
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(12) In all of this, a fundamontal faot will be that Amorica will
still show itsolf to bo without a politioanl method of struggle in tho world
in whioh it finds itsolf, Moreover, the withdrawal of its troops from
Burope, if this oame to pass, would in no senso moan an ovacuation of
Amorioan political and economic dominance from tho continonte Whatover
tho ohanging pattorns of taoctios in tho strugglo with Stalinism, tho
Unitod States is still basiocally imporialiste This is tho basioc roality
of Amorican polioye

III, Tho Stato Capitalist Critiolsm

Comrade Shane attacks my position from tho vantago of a stato=ocapital-
ist thoory of Stalinisme His position has two major parts: (a) dofining
capitalism as that socioty distinguishod by froo labor, Stalinism 1s oap=
italist, alboit "statc capitalist" a dosignation tho "groat Marxists"havo
alvioys used to dosoribo a tondonay of oempitalism; (b ) that if vio tako
my viow, that Russia is not imporialist, but only oxpansionist, thon it
is "progrossivo" visea-vis tho Unitod Statos and must bo supportods

(2) Tho most conoiso dofinition of oopitalism I know is tho ono which

I roforrod to in my articlo (Capital, Vol II, ppe LLi=5, Korr ode)e Sinco
Shanc has apparantly not botherod to ohook tho roforonco, I will quoto

it horae: "Whatovor may bo tho sobial form of production, laborors and
means of production alwoys romain its main clomentse But olther of theso
faotors oan bocomo offcotivo only whon thoy unitos Tho spooial manncr in
whioh this union is aoocomplishod distinguishos tho difforont opochs from
ono anothors In tho prosont oaso, tho soporation of tho so=called =k
froo=loboror from tho moans of production is tho starting point, and wo
havo obscrwed tho way and tho oonditions in whioh thoso two slcmonts aro
united in tho hands of tho onpitalist, as the productive mode of oxis-
tanco of his oapitale Tho notunl procoss which combinos tho porsonal and
objootive matorials of ocommodity production under thosc oonditions, tho
proooss of produotion, thus booomos in its turn a funotion of capital,

a oapitalist procecss of produotion..o"

Noto that it is not moroly tho quostion of "froo labor" whioch horo
distinguishos oapitalisme (There was froc labor and alionable land in
China for conturios; in Italy as a goneral condition hundrods of yoars
boforo oapitalism, otce) It is tho spooial mannor whoroby the froo labor=-
or is joined to tho proooss of productions In tho United Statos, the
spooial mannor i5e.emmumdd commodity produotione Under Stolinism, as
I pointod out boforo, it is note, Thero, tho ooonomy doos not producc ox=-
ohange valuos, tho laws of oormmodity production do not run, cege invost-
mont is not on tho basis of profit, but rathor is detormined by tho noods
(in tho widost sonso) of tho burcauoraoys Russia looks difforent than
any oapitalisms it talks differently; it acts difforontly - and not '
ovon a sloight of hand with the dialoctio oan keop it from boing difforonte

Scoondly, as to the ontcgory of Stato-Capitalisme Shano tells us
that "eeetho groat Harxists have always maintainod that stato capitalism
was not only thoorotioally conocoivablo, but also was o roal tondonoy of
oapitalisk ovolution." Lect mo bogin, thon, with a quotation from ono
whom I suspoot Comrado Shano regards as a "groat Marxist" = Lonine Ho
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said, "In tho quostion of stato oapitalism, our press and party in gon-
oral commit tho mistakc of falling into intolloctuglism and liboralisms

Wo spooulate on how %o aonocive of stato oapitalism, and vio poor into tho
old bookse What was writton in thom was about tho stato oapitalism thot
dovelops under tho rule of oapitalismneeeSo wo aro forocd to holp oursclvcs
without tho aid of quotationsess" (o tho Bloventh Party Congross)

Fe Forrcst, upon whom Shano rclios so hoavily, ignorcd this warning
of Lonine Her major article on tho stato oapitalist thosis (Yow Intor=
national, Dooombor, 19L6) basos itsolf primarily upon tho following state=
mont of HMarx: "This limit (of ocontralisation=mh) would not bo roachod in
any portioular sooloty until thc ontiro sociol capital would bo uni ted,
cithor in tho hands of ono single oapitalist, or in thoso of ono singlo
gorporation,” (Vol I, p 688) It is oloar, both from tho actual quoto and
fyom tho oontoxt, that Marx is hore spaaking of a ocontralisation vhich
ocours under oapitalism, a long dev:lopmont through trusts and ocorporations
townrds contralisatione AL the very sutsct, wo note that as Q.tondoggl_gg
oapitalist socioty, this has nothing to do with Stalinist Russia whoro
Tho proscnt social systom, whetover it is, cvolvod, not out of a long
oapitalist dovelopmort, bub from o rovolution of workors and poasantses

v

But wo ncod not bo mystificd by what Marx did moan about stato oap=
itaolisme 1In his Socialisms Solcntifio and Utopian, Engcls disoussos this
spoial systome "All tho sooial funotions »f tho ocapitalist aro now por-
formod by salariod cmployocse This o italist has no furthor sooial
funobion than that of pooketing dividonds, toaring off coupons, and gom=
bling on tho stook oxchangce" Thus tho Stalinist buroaucraoy? Is jurid=
10al and acbual titlo to surplus valuo vostod in a non-bumoauoratic olass
in Russia? Tho "groat iarxists" aro oold comfort to Shanos Berlo and
Moans can live with thom much bottors

Thercforo, tho statc capitalism whioh Shano soos in Stalinism has
nothing to do with tho stato oapitalism reforrod to by most of thc groat
Marxists, liarx ard Engols includeds And anyviay, it is cloar that in
Russia froc labor and means of production aro not united in tho "spcoial
manor? of commodity production, 1e0e Stalinism is not ocapitalist in any
sonso of the worde

(b) Progrsssivo is an abuscd worde Stalinism is cxponsionist, not
fmporialist in tho striot sonso of the worde It also happcns to bo tho
most reaotionary, totalitarian foroc in tho vorld todaye By progrossive,
Wwo moan that a war, or cvont, will bonofit tho workingelass struggle
for sooinlisme It is so obvious that ono nood not arguo it that o vie-
tory for Stalinism would not roprcsent any suoch ovontuel ity
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Yrift cecolution on tac Taternctionel .iturtion
Ly sione

1. 20 fccte 1wve dominited tae intcyn. tion:l ecccnc eincce tac cnd

of Torld cr IT. (1) thc ol vi :tion oi ~orld anlitice into locs
werded Ly dwmseriollct suocr-7"nTCIS, thc Unitcd -teice wnd ucsio,
=it the »romisc 0f ceractbucl militerl < tion 2nd uwlbim. te _towmic
caniniil:teon; cnd () thc ifciluie 0i t1c moriin_ clies in ny country,
~dvinced o L.ocrrerd, to intcrvine o crfully to ycovrzinl C socicty
on ¢ dcuocivotic <oclilist hrtie.

2, yhe TT-7, coneidcere theee to c -0 minifcet. tions ol thac €l C
contcdiction oi our timce -- tac curvive 1 ol thic dce.yian: cooitoliet
syeterm lons citew i1t a1, .ecoimc @ cr-vine For ¢ rlecement LYoo one”
csocirl order, hcy ¢rn only uc ovcrcomc torctacr-=--tacy ¢ N only tc
ovcireome by thc walrd vamu,

The .ocr .trurzle
S e coneidcrable diifcrences tcbmcen the U. . ¢d uecic in re-
c.ect to thac deoryce of tot: Litcri. ni o tion of cconimic .m colivicll
1ifc thct ciea ace Jbtaoincd c1ould not ouscuirc thac cesentic L1y imbir-
iclist cacvecter of their rivilry. oth 1.vec ¢ ¢ fundimentil coocct
of ticir forci.n »olicy the domin.tion ¢nd cr-loltction or <licn
ncoolee,
4, U.3, impcriclism todey en,oys & dominition of tac 7orld miy ket
fcv moprC com-lctc thim thwt of 17th ceatury ritcin. It s crten-
cive fovelnn inv.ctments, total aiv.tc nd gb.ote,  LVCTY ccitealict
sotcr in ite tloc 1S de ccndecnt u.on it Lov inlienenconle ¢id, Tttt go
immicnec cic the .poductive forccs dcvclo cd Ly .mcyic.n ce -1t llem,
cnd so dc c¢nercte ie ~orld ¢r-it: liem, thet wericin rogncrity ccn
te mcintcined only LW cnorinoucly lersc militery ciiCnfceE. nd cven
tic oprescnt hwic v tud- et is cceominled Ly € arogocct of ccombinl.c
gt onctlon tnd tiac vo th of uncmoaloymeat. '

IS In ordcy even to continuc to function, J. . cfoitaldcm muct cu-
send ite meyihuwinct cnd foveizn investmente, ut, fincc vac ¢nd o
“orld er II, lrrge cvecs of tac ~orld h.ve teen clofcd to .mericin
inveetments ty ursidn imcericliet con vest, Ly thc colonicl icvolu-
tion, tnd by tac threot o rcvolution. ey icen iaecvic Liem tacie-=
i c gects to doun.tc the tovld, “oth hccouse btac rtrusile coolagt
t1e¢ ‘.uesicn menccce t yovidee < ;us tin leotion for mor cconomy nd
Lcgouce only in cn mevicen vulecd ~orld, covcyncd LY ccig oHolice ve-
Limcs, con thewe b & LCCUFC clim te for mericin invertment Chyoid,
Syie croliing tac grefcrencce ol ceaiazton for wre.ctioaly .oliccwmem
of the¢ .ce~.rinco-viai. n; tysc, €€ cooinet wore democy Lic Lour colcs

coliticins ol thc tearu tyoc .

o ub for ¢11l ite veunted mizat, Gz impcriclism ¢ nnot undo thac
decom.ocition ol -orld ccoitoliem, 1.0 s dce- iced end hoted tr ot
moegee cveryacre, cleomed 10ACYC. C:atbalirm c.on Loin sun-.ort
only Ly disguiein, itscli o€ its o:nosite, coclcliem, om th.'t cusor
discooceve once tac disgulec ie sicrecd. Imocvicllism acle clrec-dy log
most d ite .sicn colonides; .irice cnd o.tin merice cre teilnning to
ceciuc ite roso. In cc itillem e Lirtioloec ¢nd wc.ortlind, cotern
_urpic, iLts deys cwe leinly aumbored. muroncia procparity tody i€
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