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EDITORIAL NOTES

VAT THE YSR IS

The Young Sooialist Review is the information and discussion bulletin of
the Young Socialist Leagues The ISR is prepared by the YSL Fational Office and
1s edited by Ovien llorses ;

!

The aim of the YSR is to constitute a forum for the expression of all polnts
of view within the YSLe It is, therefore, oompletely open to any member who
nmey wish to contribute his vieus == and to any group of memberse Contributions
from non=members will be acoepted, if of sufficiently high intereste (The edita
Toserves the right to decide on the oase of each such artioles)

For obvious reasons it should be understood that articles signed by individe
uals do not necessarily represent the views of the YSLe Any material thet is
"offioial® will be olearly labelled as suche

Copy should be submitted to the YSL national offioce, Third Floor, 1L Ve 1L
Ste, New York 11, N,¥. If at all possible, submit oopy stenoiled, single spacede
If this is not possible, then submit material type=written, double spaceds lion
typewritten copy will not be aoccepteds

1t should be clear that the YSR is not restriocted to members of the YSL.
Though issued primarily for members it is open to all friends and other interested
individualse lembers should make every effort to get coples into the hands of
this wider audience. Send in your bundle orders nowe

All labor expended in the publication of the YSR is donated by members of
the NY Unit of YSL.

THIS_ISSUE

In the last issue I predicted at least two more before the oonventions From
the looks of things now, this was a gross underestimation on my parte Though
there are only three artiocles in this issue, they are pretty substantial in their
wordage, anmd so we decided to get it out immediately. The article on Isasos' book
wes one of the three artioles mentioned in my notes on the last issue, and was
not printed at the time it was received due to lack of other matter with which to
£ill out an issues. Uhen we were flooded with preaconvention meterial, this got
squeezed out. Our apologies to John Noveke

One of the chief reasons this issuse is out so soon is beoause somo of the
comrades stenoiled and mimeced their own articles., Please follow suit and future
issues will come out even fasters

~ The rest issue will probably ocontain NAC Draft resolutions on the Internation-
al Question, the American Question, Tasks and Perspectives, end Constitutional
Amendments; all of which are now being writtens Don't be afraid to write an arte
fole yourself; as much disoussion as possible before the oonvention is our goals

I apologize for the techniocal errors and blunders in this, the last end tle
next few issues. They are inevitable whon the issue is put together overnite
on o volunteer basis, The most important error in the last issue was in the NAC

Draft Resolution on German Unitye Only the LINE of it wes adopteds
v wemessUWOR 1l0rse

410



The International Question IIIX

Mike Harrington

(This is intended as a contlnuatlon of the discussion in the
last ¥SR, Vol, II, Ho. 1, in thc artlcles Stalinism, Imperiale
1sm ard Expansionism, I and II, In this section, I will

(1) briefly re=-capitulate my analysis of Stalinism and add

a few commentsy (2) present a self-cxplanatory draft of a
political line for the American part of the International Res=
olution; and (3) comment briefly on Comrade Shanets discuassion
of my analysis of Stalinism,)

I, Stalinism, Imperialism and Expansionlsm

In the striet sense of the word, imperiallism ls an expan-
sion made necessary by the fundamental needs of a gocial sys~
tem., Bureaucratic collectivism does not necessarily tend In
cuch a direction., Therefore, in the strict sense ol the
word, 1t is not jmperialist,

To my knowledge, there is only one instance in the theory
of burcaucratic collectivism where an attempt was made to re=
late Stalinist expansion to Stallnism as a social systems In
the New International of April, 1946, an arbticle on "hureau=-
cratic imperialism" states: "The economic policy of the Russ~
iana in the occupled countrlies is not, therefore, merecly the
Vexcosses! of the bureaucracy, not the 'cheating! and 'robbingt
by a priveleged stratum, but sonething which is fundamental
to Russlan cconomlc organization and survival," ’

The author goes on to hold that Russia could not survlive
without the satelites. Was this true thon?® Docs otalinism
need further expansion in order to survive?

Secondly, we must carefully spell out the conscquences of
characterizing Stalinism as expansionist rather than imper-
1allst,

T6 begin with, 1t 1s economically possible, if not prob-
able, that the Eastern satelltes are now nccessary to Stalin-
isme, In other words, the original move of the Stalinists
into these arcas, which did not arlise out of an Inherent ncc-
essity of the social system but out of a particular historlical
configuration, has now becen Integrated to such an extent
that the Stalinists must stay there., This is In no way cqulv~
elant to imperialism in the senso in which we dofinc it.

Apain, even if the above wore not true, political conslid~
erations would pecrclude a wholesale withdrawal of the Stalin-
ists from thelr satelites., The political impact of a free
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Poland is, in ell probability, simply too much of a risk for the Stalinists
to rune The point mado hore must bo part of a rejootion of any naive

and simpliocistio vorsion »f tho relation betwiecon tho oconomio and the
politioanle

In othor words, in aotual faot, 1e0e whon the eooromio is modified by
tho politioal and the oirounstantial, wo aro dealing with the poasibility
that the Stalinists may sook a stabilization apd, perhaps, a withdrawal
at tho periphorye

Finelly, thore is ono more important facte The United States is
imperialist, yet it is possible for it to withdraw from Wost Gormanyle
The differonoc botween Stalinism and Anmeriocan oapitalism in this rogard
ig that tho formor oan sock stabilization as a long=term polioy, wheReas
the latter can make a tectioal withdrawal of ono form (the military) of
its domination, but is ocontinually impelled by its internal ocontradic-
tions to seck expansione Thus, the Unitod Statos may bo capable of a
tactical withdraval, but it must assert its political and eoconomic dome
Tnance over Europe nevertholesse

I, Amerigg}_g_v!orld Politios

(This documont, like tho one 'on Stalinism, is not a finished pliece of
work, but a draft of a politiocal lino whioh is intended to stimulate
disoussione)

(1) In foroign affairs, the United States is imporialiste This faob
follows from tho noocossities of its sooial systeme It 1s with this
proposition that we must begin our analysis of America's role throughout
the vorlde

(2) Amerion is the last groat capitalist porer. It finds itsolf in
o vorld in which masses aro antiecapitaliste In Europe, it shoros up
thoe bourgooisie against theso prossurose In Asia, it ofton finds ite
self allied with roaoction against movements of natioral indopendonoo e
Tho basis of both thoso taootios is the neoessity to maintain a world
in whioh oapitalism can funotions

(3) In spelling out this gonoralization, we must plaocs it in the
oomplioated contoxt of the last docadoe

(L) Intornally, Amorioa was unablo to solve its own economio oontra-
diotions in the Thirties, Those woro solved by the rise of a wWor ooone
omy during World War IIs This is not %o say that Amorioa consciously
gsought that wor as an answer to domostio orisise It is to say that,
givon its social systom, Amorica nobod in suoh o way as to bring itsclf
into such o war and, moreover, that tho way in which it conducted that
viar was also rolatod to its sooial structurce

(5) From tho ond of VWorld War II on, America wos oponly challenged,
militarily and politieally, by Stalinisme Agaln, this struggle was not
consciously oroatod by the United States to maintain a war economy and
thus solve tho problom of domostic crisise It was moro of a quostion of
Amoricals rosponso, the kind of response, leoe & defonse of tho inborosts
of oapitalism and the status quo as the mothod of strugglo ageinst

412



Stalinisme In tho partioular historical situation, this moant tho subore
dination o” tho intorosts of tho Europoan workingolass and of tho note
fonal liboration movemonts in Asia to the nocessities of Amorica's pow
slitions

(6) In tho first poriod of roaotion to Stallnism (from 1947 to the
Korean iar), Xsm Amorioan polioy oontoroed eround tho concopt of ooonomio
. rocovory for zuropo and ooonomio dovclopmont for tho backward areass: tho
| Marshall Plan and Point Foure Yet, booauso of tho nocossitios doseribod
' abovo, tho rosovery and tho dovelopmont woro conccivod of in ftorms of
oapitalist sslfeintoroste Thus, thoe chiof bonoficiarios of the Marshall
plan woro tho Amorican and Buropean bourgooisies, and Point Four oloarly
stgted that it sought to "eroats a favorablo atmosphoro for privats ine
vostmont" in the under=devoloped aroase

—

(7) Thore wore, of ocourso, military considorations in both tho Mare-
ghall Plan and Point Foure By 1950, and ospooially aftor tho Koroan
War bagan, thosc assumed an absolute dominancos In rotrospoct, for oxe
ample, it oan bo soen that Point Four did not even fulfill its modest
purpose of ocapitalist dovelopmenty 1% almost immediatoly begon an agone
oy for military dewolopmonte

(8) From the Koroan War on, Amorican polioy faced an intensifying orisis
in Asine In response to the Chinoso Revolution, it supportad Chiangs
in rosponse to North Korean aggression, it baokod Sybgman Rhooj in Yoe
sponse to tho movemont of national liboration capturod by the Stalinists
& in Irdo=China, it supported the Fronoh, arnd thon the modoratc nationalists,
ij 1400 tho anti-rovolutiorary netionalistse Tho ovorw-all result of this
: trazic policy has boon a sories of political and military dofoatse

- (9) In Burope, Amorican polioy.contered around Nato and Nato oontered
around Gormon ro-armamente liore again, there was no roal attompt %o
countor Stalinism politieallys Tho rellanco was upon military strongth,
ard this made it logioal to inolude Franco in the "froe vorlde" In torms
of this oxtromoly limited poliocy, tho United Statos did aohisvo o vietory
whon Gorman re-armamont was rotified in Parise Howmevor, in Europo its
politioal position is still shaly, menaocod by strong Stalinist and noute
yolist movemonts and a multiwolass antimAmorioanisme

S——
e

(10) In gonoral, then, wo charaotorizo the United States polioy as ime
porialist booause tho fundamental nooessitios of tho Ameriocan sooial sys=-
tom in this period diotate a foroign polioy based upon military strength
rethor than upon politieal appeal, and drivos hmorica to seok to proe
soerve tho status quo and repross movoments for national indopordoncos

: (11) Rocont events, however, have indioatod tho possibility of o

. shift in Amorican polioys If tho Stalinists como forth with o strong

o politioal appeal in thoir negotimtions stratagoy, tho Unitoed Statos may
violl bo forcod to reviso its toctiose In addition, wo must tako into
peoount o ocortain contradiotory quality of bourgoois thinking, that it is
semiepncifists ovon while it is ongagod in mareuvers whioh will lead

to ware
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(12) In all of this, a fundamontal faot will be that Amorica will
still show itsolf to bo without a politioanl method of struggle in tho world
in whioh it finds itsolf, Moreover, the withdrawal of its troops from
Burope, if this oame to pass, would in no senso moan an ovacuation of
Amorioan political and economic dominance from tho continonte Whatover
tho ohanging pattorns of taoctios in tho strugglo with Stalinism, tho
Unitod States is still basiocally imporialiste This is tho basioc roality
of Amorican polioye

III, Tho Stato Capitalist Critiolsm

Comrade Shane attacks my position from tho vantago of a stato=ocapital-
ist thoory of Stalinisme His position has two major parts: (a) dofining
capitalism as that socioty distinguishod by froo labor, Stalinism 1s oap=
italist, alboit "statc capitalist" a dosignation tho "groat Marxists"havo
alvioys used to dosoribo a tondonay of oempitalism; (b ) that if vio tako
my viow, that Russia is not imporialist, but only oxpansionist, thon it
is "progrossivo" visea-vis tho Unitod Statos and must bo supportods

(2) Tho most conoiso dofinition of oopitalism I know is tho ono which

I roforrod to in my articlo (Capital, Vol II, ppe LLi=5, Korr ode)e Sinco
Shanc has apparantly not botherod to ohook tho roforonco, I will quoto

it horae: "Whatovor may bo tho sobial form of production, laborors and
means of production alwoys romain its main clomentse But olther of theso
faotors oan bocomo offcotivo only whon thoy unitos Tho spooial manncr in
whioh this union is aoocomplishod distinguishos tho difforont opochs from
ono anothors In tho prosont oaso, tho soporation of tho so=called =k
froo=loboror from tho moans of production is tho starting point, and wo
havo obscrwed tho way and tho oonditions in whioh thoso two slcmonts aro
united in tho hands of tho onpitalist, as the productive mode of oxis-
tanco of his oapitale Tho notunl procoss which combinos tho porsonal and
objootive matorials of ocommodity production under thosc oonditions, tho
proooss of produotion, thus booomos in its turn a funotion of capital,

a oapitalist procecss of produotion..o"

Noto that it is not moroly tho quostion of "froo labor" whioch horo
distinguishos oapitalisme (There was froc labor and alionable land in
China for conturios; in Italy as a goneral condition hundrods of yoars
boforo oapitalism, otce) It is tho spooial mannor whoroby the froo labor=-
or is joined to tho proooss of productions In tho United Statos, the
spooial mannor i5e.emmumdd commodity produotione Under Stolinism, as
I pointod out boforo, it is note, Thero, tho ooonomy doos not producc ox=-
ohange valuos, tho laws of oormmodity production do not run, cege invost-
mont is not on tho basis of profit, but rathor is detormined by tho noods
(in tho widost sonso) of tho burcauoraoys Russia looks difforent than
any oapitalisms it talks differently; it acts difforontly - and not '
ovon a sloight of hand with the dialoctio oan keop it from boing difforonte

Scoondly, as to the ontcgory of Stato-Capitalisme Shano tells us
that "eeetho groat Harxists have always maintainod that stato capitalism
was not only thoorotioally conocoivablo, but also was o roal tondonoy of
oapitalisk ovolution." Lect mo bogin, thon, with a quotation from ono
whom I suspoot Comrado Shano regards as a "groat Marxist" = Lonine Ho
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said, "In tho quostion of stato oapitalism, our press and party in gon-
oral commit tho mistakc of falling into intolloctuglism and liboralisms

Wo spooulate on how %o aonocive of stato oapitalism, and vio poor into tho
old bookse What was writton in thom was about tho stato oapitalism thot
dovelops under tho rule of oapitalismneeeSo wo aro forocd to holp oursclvcs
without tho aid of quotationsess" (o tho Bloventh Party Congross)

Fe Forrcst, upon whom Shano rclios so hoavily, ignorcd this warning
of Lonine Her major article on tho stato oapitalist thosis (Yow Intor=
national, Dooombor, 19L6) basos itsolf primarily upon tho following state=
mont of HMarx: "This limit (of ocontralisation=mh) would not bo roachod in
any portioular sooloty until thc ontiro sociol capital would bo uni ted,
cithor in tho hands of ono single oapitalist, or in thoso of ono singlo
gorporation,” (Vol I, p 688) It is oloar, both from tho actual quoto and
fyom tho oontoxt, that Marx is hore spaaking of a ocontralisation vhich
ocours under oapitalism, a long dev:lopmont through trusts and ocorporations
townrds contralisatione AL the very sutsct, wo note that as Q.tondoggl_gg
oapitalist socioty, this has nothing to do with Stalinist Russia whoro
Tho proscnt social systom, whetover it is, cvolvod, not out of a long
oapitalist dovelopmort, bub from o rovolution of workors and poasantses

v

But wo ncod not bo mystificd by what Marx did moan about stato oap=
itaolisme 1In his Socialisms Solcntifio and Utopian, Engcls disoussos this
spoial systome "All tho sooial funotions »f tho ocapitalist aro now por-
formod by salariod cmployocse This o italist has no furthor sooial
funobion than that of pooketing dividonds, toaring off coupons, and gom=
bling on tho stook oxchangce" Thus tho Stalinist buroaucraoy? Is jurid=
10al and acbual titlo to surplus valuo vostod in a non-bumoauoratic olass
in Russia? Tho "groat iarxists" aro oold comfort to Shanos Berlo and
Moans can live with thom much bottors

Thercforo, tho statc capitalism whioh Shano soos in Stalinism has
nothing to do with tho stato oapitalism reforrod to by most of thc groat
Marxists, liarx ard Engols includeds And anyviay, it is cloar that in
Russia froc labor and means of production aro not united in tho "spcoial
manor? of commodity production, 1e0e Stalinism is not ocapitalist in any
sonso of the worde

(b) Progrsssivo is an abuscd worde Stalinism is cxponsionist, not
fmporialist in tho striot sonso of the worde It also happcns to bo tho
most reaotionary, totalitarian foroc in tho vorld todaye By progrossive,
Wwo moan that a war, or cvont, will bonofit tho workingelass struggle
for sooinlisme It is so obvious that ono nood not arguo it that o vie-
tory for Stalinism would not roprcsent any suoch ovontuel ity
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Yrift cecolution on tac Taternctionel .iturtion
Ly sione

1. 20 fccte 1wve dominited tae intcyn. tion:l ecccnc eincce tac cnd

of Torld cr IT. (1) thc ol vi :tion oi ~orld anlitice into locs
werded Ly dwmseriollct suocr-7"nTCIS, thc Unitcd -teice wnd ucsio,
=it the »romisc 0f ceractbucl militerl < tion 2nd uwlbim. te _towmic
caniniil:teon; cnd () thc ifciluie 0i t1c moriin_ clies in ny country,
~dvinced o L.ocrrerd, to intcrvine o crfully to ycovrzinl C socicty
on ¢ dcuocivotic <oclilist hrtie.

2, yhe TT-7, coneidcere theee to c -0 minifcet. tions ol thac €l C
contcdiction oi our timce -- tac curvive 1 ol thic dce.yian: cooitoliet
syeterm lons citew i1t a1, .ecoimc @ cr-vine For ¢ rlecement LYoo one”
csocirl order, hcy ¢rn only uc ovcrcomc torctacr-=--tacy ¢ N only tc
ovcireome by thc walrd vamu,

The .ocr .trurzle
S e coneidcrable diifcrences tcbmcen the U. . ¢d uecic in re-
c.ect to thac deoryce of tot: Litcri. ni o tion of cconimic .m colivicll
1ifc thct ciea ace Jbtaoincd c1ould not ouscuirc thac cesentic L1y imbir-
iclist cacvecter of their rivilry. oth 1.vec ¢ ¢ fundimentil coocct
of ticir forci.n »olicy the domin.tion ¢nd cr-loltction or <licn
ncoolee,
4, U.3, impcriclism todey en,oys & dominition of tac 7orld miy ket
fcv moprC com-lctc thim thwt of 17th ceatury ritcin. It s crten-
cive fovelnn inv.ctments, total aiv.tc nd gb.ote,  LVCTY ccitealict
sotcr in ite tloc 1S de ccndecnt u.on it Lov inlienenconle ¢id, Tttt go
immicnec cic the .poductive forccs dcvclo cd Ly .mcyic.n ce -1t llem,
cnd so dc c¢nercte ie ~orld ¢r-it: liem, thet wericin rogncrity ccn
te mcintcined only LW cnorinoucly lersc militery ciiCnfceE. nd cven
tic oprescnt hwic v tud- et is cceominled Ly € arogocct of ccombinl.c
gt onctlon tnd tiac vo th of uncmoaloymeat. '

IS In ordcy even to continuc to function, J. . cfoitaldcm muct cu-
send ite meyihuwinct cnd foveizn investmente, ut, fincc vac ¢nd o
“orld er II, lrrge cvecs of tac ~orld h.ve teen clofcd to .mericin
inveetments ty ursidn imcericliet con vest, Ly thc colonicl icvolu-
tion, tnd by tac threot o rcvolution. ey icen iaecvic Liem tacie-=
i c gects to doun.tc the tovld, “oth hccouse btac rtrusile coolagt
t1e¢ ‘.uesicn menccce t yovidee < ;us tin leotion for mor cconomy nd
Lcgouce only in cn mevicen vulecd ~orld, covcyncd LY ccig oHolice ve-
Limcs, con thewe b & LCCUFC clim te for mericin invertment Chyoid,
Syie croliing tac grefcrencce ol ceaiazton for wre.ctioaly .oliccwmem
of the¢ .ce~.rinco-viai. n; tysc, €€ cooinet wore democy Lic Lour colcs

coliticins ol thc tearu tyoc .

o ub for ¢11l ite veunted mizat, Gz impcriclism ¢ nnot undo thac
decom.ocition ol -orld ccoitoliem, 1.0 s dce- iced end hoted tr ot
moegee cveryacre, cleomed 10ACYC. C:atbalirm c.on Loin sun-.ort
only Ly disguiein, itscli o€ its o:nosite, coclcliem, om th.'t cusor
discooceve once tac disgulec ie sicrecd. Imocvicllism acle clrec-dy log
most d ite .sicn colonides; .irice cnd o.tin merice cre teilnning to
ceciuc ite roso. In cc itillem e Lirtioloec ¢nd wc.ortlind, cotern
_urpic, iLts deys cwe leinly aumbored. muroncia procparity tody i€
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tut & wcn ehacdor of the meric.n toom, nurturcd ¢ wnd sustiined Ly .mer-
icecn ¢1d, end doomed to diseppe.r <1t the firet oncct of cricis in
thc U,3,

7 Phe impericlism of 3tdinist »uesic, ~ailc tac only ecrious rivel
of U.%, im.criclism, 1s ty no mcens ckle to contend -ith thac J.5. for
vwor 1d dominstion., It loclze thic ccononiic beese to do go~=~-cgncciilly
since its gcine in heovy industry a.ve kLcen mede only ¢t the enpenese
of ¢ crip; ling disproportion in the cconony cc & "aole,

8. Stelinist impericlism hcs folloed tiae policy of tae Crer
seclrin: to concucr only crecs zeoirephicelly contizuous to it
ing cmpire, Unlike the U.3., it ace keen econonicclly icolctioniste—-
1t hce medc nox ettempt to esteblein ¢ fer-flung net of iwcetmente,

nor evcn to ccrry on lcrze sccle trede ~ith thc weet, ~useslcn policy
hee been to ervloit its colonicl crecs intensively, to interr.te them

into the 2ussisn economy.

C. In the ey crce of conflict with the U 3.--=-Ccntrel end Zestern
_urope--~iussis is todecy on tle defcensive. It therefore cncoers rauch
more pccceful, =illling to ne oticte, —illing to mile concceelione,
Mis cttitude is due strictly to cn unfevorcble bolonce of forces; ¢t
¢ favorctle time, ¢t the end” of “orld «cor II, dussic —es ecper to
seize sll it could in Centrel _urope~-~~-cven then it ~entcd the -whr,
If similerly fesvorekle circumstinces iould « cur in thc future 1t
=ould texe «dv.entege of taem-=--but saort of complcte colla se of the
J.3. economy, combined =ith tie vessivity of tac moriin, cless, tihis
is impossitle &g long cs :fussie rcmelns reloctively Lockrord; waich
meens the better port of ¢ generction, <t leust,

10. (3cction on Ter)

5. Thc cttitude of the T34 toerd “ere fouwht Ly .uselc, the U.3
or other imoscriclist porers is one of unconditioncl, uncom»Hromicing
oppocition, This is, in the aishest deczrce, truec of the thre. tcned
Third <orld ci. ' '

te o Mird “orld cr ould involve, on tdh sidcs, the moss mur-
der of civilicn Populctions, the destruction of inccluulctle ~uentiti
of weelth, thc regimentction of ell fhoees of socicl life; &end theese
crimcs vwouldt ¢-e pluce for thae sole purpese of .reserving or extend-
inz the concucsts of impericliet czploitin; clessec,

Ce 4 whird sorld cer wor ld imocril the very exictence of humen
11fc on this esrth. The V35 sétempts —ithell its strenzth to rEevert
such & mer, cnd fishts «zeinst cll ster toten by tae dmcericlist
porere to yreonere for wcr,

d. In reperction for stomic —er there 1s no dicstinction ke~
twecn defcnse ond offense, "Civil Dcfense’ ie but the conversc of ,
cnd neccescry cccomdcnlemert to the construction of intcrcontinentel
ctomic ‘ombers, ’

Ce If =y should come, thc Y25 @ill not retrect one inch in
on-osition to it., It is thc first duty of soclcliste evcry here to
057 0S¢ their own imperizlist rulers., Tais is w rticulcrly truc for
.mcricc SocitTist e, foced =with the vorld's most norerful ruling
¢less, the mcinstcy of world re.ction. € tuereforc reject tihe notio
thst the victary of .mericc over *‘ussic constitutes ¢ ‘lesscr evil”
or thet tuc victory of iussic constitutcs the “greitest dlsistor’
possitlc, ’

f. 5imilcrly, e ccll on -ussien soclcllsts to opposc tacir
rulcrs most stron:ly, to insist thet sussicn victory is no "1lcesey
evil' e¢s ¢ocinst mericin victa y.
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ge During s mér, we nould exppess our politicel opposition to
1t et every opportunity. e would urge the working cless to pros-
coute the class struggle with ever-incrcoesing sherpness, irrespective
of militsry consecuences.

h, +%he imperislist resctionsry wer céen te transformed into &
democrstic, progrecsive wer, cnly if the present cepitelist stote is
destroycd throughn demcc rotlc meens, end replaced bty s worker'!s stste,
The victory of soclclism in eny one & the conteml ing pomers, would
unlessh such gigsntic revolutlonsry forces &s to tring the wer to a
speedy concluslion, Cur progrem in wsr, &5 in peace, is for the es-
tzblishment of workers powers: excopt thst during e Third -orld Jar
thic ultimste tsoslk tecomes en immediete necdssity---1it is the sole
hope for the survivel of civilizstion, pernsps o menkind itself,

11, The politicsl sppesl of Ryssis to the Muropesn masses 1s kased
on thelr enti-capitalisp, on their telief that Russisn Stslinlsm rop=-
resents & form of socislism, %This view ig btesed on the completely
fallecious idec that nstionalized property 1ls, in jtself, & soclallst
institution, ' '

12, The YSL meintains thet socielism cen be achieved only through
the conscious sctivity of the worklng class, only throuzh the wldest
extension of democrscy, & netlionsllizetlion of industry uhich is ec-
compsnied bty the crushing of the working clsss snd the eliminstlon

of 11 elements of democracy from soclety ig 8n snti-sociclist messuxe
Such nstionslizstion merely csrries to its loglcsl conclusion the
Terdency, under privste copltslism, towsrd increcsing csrtelizetion
snd even monopolizstion of the economy in the hends of a fen large
trusts, bty concentrating 511 cwitsl in the hands of the state, and
therety in the hends of & totalitsrian kturocracy.

13, Stelinism does not represent & new stsge in the development of
gocicty, intermedisry tetwaeen cspltelism snd socislism, nor docs it
represent & resctionsry historicsl slternstive o socislism. To te
either, it would heve to solve those contradictions of capitslism mk
which plece soclslism jnescspstly on the sgerds of contemporsry his-

14, Stelinism in fsct solves none of the tssic contradictions of
copitslism, Ceapiteliam is marized by the sntsgonism ketmeen product-
jon and consumption; it must sccumulate ccpitsl st tho expense of the
consumption of the workers. Stalinism 1s rathlessly governed by this
law, 4his is poven by the fsll of l:alenkov, who sought to carry out
s policy of developing light industry on an ecucl basis with hesvy
industry, 2 policy vhich rsn counter to the entire historicsl tendenc:
of Stolinist sccoumulitione Cspltalism, though nstionelly organized,
must compete on a world meriet ond is governed by the laws of thet
meriket, OStalinism, for all its proclaimed sutarchy, cennot escape
from thet competition, I it does not %eep poce withthe western
poners it will lose out in thst cruelest form of cspltslist competi-
tion, imperizlist war, Cepitalism tonds to ¢ reste '@ reserve srmy of
unemployed as @ concecuence of development of productive forces, In
Staelinist Russie unemployment, nominslly nonexistent, is covered up
ty the &sgrarian overpopulsilon, Ly the colosssl inefficicncy of in-
dustrial letor, by tho millions of sleve latorers engaged in sense-
less taslks or tssks that coald be better sccomplisdhed bty far fewer
free latorers, OCsapltalism, whetever represcive meusures 1t mey take
ageinst it, cam mever gscepb the presence of the working cless, its
nistorically sppointed gravedigger. 3t6liniem, slthough 1ts repres<
- sive lows &re the cqual of the kazl labor codeg, is sluoys faced 'B
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with the mcnsce of a potentlclly revolutionary working cless,

15, "he tesic contradiction common to both private czpitelism and
Stelinism is this: modern jr oductive forces have outgrom exploit-
stive society; thcir growth long sgo msde exploitation of man bty man
unjustifictle--~today thay ere breaking epsrt every form of class
society. Society must either te reorgznizéd to conform with modern
technology, or the meens of production must themselves be destroyed.
St elinism, a product of dogenerate copltalism, does néthing to re-
solve tnis contradiction, It mersly tries, unsuccessfully, to sup-
press it, There are still only two choices-=-=3oclslism or serterism?

16, ¥hile ststification of the economies of the existing privste
copitslist stetes in @urope (end ultimstely the U.3.) 1s 2 rcal per- .
spective, the 3tclinist pasrties of these countries will not te ite
bLesrers, Mo Steliniest psrty hes ever token poser in sn sdvenced
country ty its own efjorvs, +the Stalinist steétes in Centrsl and
Testern Burope cou'd not hcve been estébliched without "the @ esence
of the Ruseisn .srmy. (The regimes in Tugoslavia, Chins, snd Viet-t¥som
represent a specisl case, to te dealt with Turther on), The unfevor=
shle economic &snd military situstion of Russie vis e vis the U3,
meizes the intervention of the rfussien zrmy in Testern Zurope unthiniz-
gtle in the foreseestle future.

17, Tor the Stsliniec t perties of Testern Lurove to tske power they
would have th mokilize the entire worizing clscs, to leesd it into rev-
olutionery struggle. Such & revolution would then te a proleterlén
revolution, since i would transfer pouer into the nznde of working
class committees, unions, etc. Ilo Stslinist p rty cen possitly lead
such & revolution: if it could do so, it would no longer ke a =talin--
ist pertye.

10, DLven if we were to accept the fentaostlce zgsumbtion that the
Buropesn working clsss mould let itself te immedictely swindled out
of the power it had fouzht to estekblish, Stslinist saizure of pouer
ig still inconceivable, Stelinist states in the technologically sd-
venced countries of Testern surope would immedistcly be uncontroll-
akle by the Xremlin; would constitube for it & menace of staggering
proportion, Russia could not permit such seizure of power; thnere-
fore, in order to act, the Stelinist psrties would have to tresk uith
the Kremlin-=-snd if t hey did this they would slso hsve to tresk mith
Stalinism, dince they have no independent class bsse in thelr om
countries.

‘The Third Csmp

12, Those who hold power in the wokld today, tho imperislist rul-
ing clssses of the U.%, end Russia, comprise en infinitestmal per-
centege of the humsn race, Their sstellites and those who btenefit
from thelr rule are not much larger in number, The immense me jority
of the world's peoplec continually find their desire for & decent life
frustrstcd by ¢ handful of ezvloitcrs, Rygnxixxaurxivad zefxhrxent iy
kxxErrEcEd kX rEKhgrkhraxtrpR s SRkl Xl &y xERR “he very fetric of
their existence forces them to struggle sgainst exploitstion snd wer,
and strugzle they do., The two major clements of thsi struggle cre
the colonisl revolution snd the working chass fight for socialism
snd democracy.

(cont,)
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4Le The Coloniel Revolution

20, Since the end of the Secord Jorld Jer, over s tillion people
in Asis have literzted themeelves from imperialist and colonlsl rule,
This is the contrsl polibdical fact of our time, It hss unleashed e
new dynemic force: the revolt of peoples ensleved for centurles, not
only in 4sis but throughout the colonial world. It hos transfomed
the porer structure of the world in unpreccdented feshion: ot Dien-
tienphu the Vietnsmese revohution adminlstered a decisive defeat to
the criy of & mighty imperielist power. It hes struclk a mortal btlow
zzeinst world imperislism to which the “wost™ has reacted with the
feroclty of & wounded teast: the smericsns in Kores, the French in’
Togth Trics snd Indo-Chine, the oritish in Kenys, have resorted to
the most atrocious end barberic tsctics szeinst the coloniwl peoples,
21, In resectto the colonisl economies, revolutionary chenges have:
elso tsken ptace, Imperialist economic domination has either keen
entirely ended or seriously weskened, .grerisn revolution has, st
worst, made mtstantiel gains, and, where carried through by ¢ peas-
snt wer, has gakon a8ffcectrwith ghest thoroughness,

22 These factors: emencipation from foreign rule end the crestion
of netionel stestes; mobilizstion of the isien messes in struzgle far

their own interests; scizure oF The lsnd ty tne peasantry, resulting

Tn tho destruction of feudwl social relctions; - and the crippling ble
struck ageinst the msjar obstacle to socialism, western imoeriallsm,

determinc the immensely progressive role of tae colonisl revolution,

whatever i1ts leadership. The v37, thercfore dafends it sgeinst every

attempt at imperialist reconsuest .

23,. 4t the same time, we rocogni:e that the colonial rcvolution, &t
jts prceent steze of development, of fers no wnswoer to t he decisive
orotlem of our time: the eststlishment of worldwide sociclisms 3S0C=
jslist tronsformation is possible only under woriking class leadersniy
Fo coloniel lsbor movement has yet plsyed & lesding role in its nst-
fonal revolutionery strugzle. The reasentry hes often had tne decis-
jve pert in the independence movement s-=-1sktor hss teen predominantly
pascive,

24, i sugscessful nationsl revolution, if led ty eny ¢lsss other
thon the working clses, csn rosult in only onc thing: an independent
capitslist stote, Thic 1s a veflection of the entirely bourgebis
chserceter of the sime of the oolonisl revolution: nstionsl indeperd-
ence (predominance of nstive copital), elteminction of feudal rem-
nsnts, s&nd the cfeation of a class of indepcndent peasant propwi-

etors,

o5, The form of cepitalism sdopted by these countries is the most
Vedvanced® form known to the Jest: Stote Capltalism, of ten totalitar-
jon Ststoe Cspitslism. The Chinese revolutlon, the st rgle most im=
portent colonisl revolution, hss taien this latter psth, under Stal-
~inlst lesdersiip.

26, me nem stste-cspltalist regimes,coming into teing in the epoc.
of the death sgonyx of world capltclism, orc ss laclzing in & pro-
gressive historicel e rspective as s sdvaonced wgstern capitalisme
Meir desverste need Ls to sccumulato czpitel, for only bty ropid cat
jtal accumulstion cen their culckly snerassing populstions ke absort
only throuzh specdy industriol developnent cm they maintain an in-
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wlle
dependent oxistence in the world markot

o7, The immense scope of the problem that foces them can Le grasped
only if me reclise the stork beglkmerdness that governs the A&len coun-
trice today. Bbeckmusrd Czarist hussia, in 1613 posseszed & por caplts
steol capecity ten times theat possessed in 1950 by Indis or Chinsa,
This despcrete Eacwmerdncss csn te overcome in two ways only: messive -
e1d from the Test or intenslve exploitaztion of the native worlkers and
pegassnts,

28, Large scale ald from the ~ost is inconceivable on my but an
imperialist bosls: 1.€., 3 cuhstontial guesrenteed profit plus suf' -
fiocient politicel control to &ssurc the safety of invested cepital,
such aid would negate every gein of the nstlionsl revolution, Jurme
felt compclled to reject even the miniscule roint 4 eid of fered bty

the U,3, tecouse of unaccepbable politiczl conditions ettached to thet
gld.

20, The only course oig n to these countries is to sccumulate capltal
st the expense of the worlers and ® csents. '"is course reinforces
the stste-cepitelist cherscter of the neu asisn netions, TFot only is
the statc the only zgency capakle of gsthering &nd controlling the ‘
emounte of copitel needed for indushtriclizetion, it is glso the only

cgency ccpatle of forecing the pecople to cecept o low stamlsrd of live
ing os the price of industrislizstion, the only ezency capekle of sup-
press ing the working class struggle egeinst intolerskle conditim s of
exploitation, “

30 Yhe reactionsry (tecsuse 1t is snti-norking cless) progrem of
industrislizetion st the people's expense comes into conflict with

the colonisl revolution. The pezcente have not throun off feudsl-

impericlist exoloitation in order to submit to ecually intense ex-

ploitstion by the stste., ''he worlters, ho hsve expecienced a sub-

st antial betterment of “thelr class poaition relstilve to ahst it wes
under impericilist rule, ere unwilling to give up their gealns.

Sl, Tus the protlems of socisliem &re incscapebly posed. A pro-
gressive program of industrislizetion, one wrich would maintsin 28
balance betuneen hesvy cnd light industry, which®m would te controlled
by the worlzeres;, end mould not e & mesns to esteblish capitalist clas
rule over them, can only be instituted on the ktssis of 2i1d fronm &
socls list Zurope snd -merics utllized turough an® Asisn federstion.
Such & progrem czn only teo cerried througn on the besis of socla list
cooperation betmeen Testern and osistic woarking classes. It recuires
the overthrwow of capitslism in toth agis end the Test,

3% The regimes esteblished by the course of the colonial revolutio
to dzte heve @ w ofoundly o ntradictory charccter, Insofsr £k ss the,
represent & movement which excls the imperizlists, destroys fcudel
egrerian relstions, emancipates the women, etc, and insofer os thoy
combet imperialism cnd defend their nstionsl irdenendence.they pPloy
a pyozressive role, oucver, teing cspital 1st regimes, they supbresc
the working class snd fight agelnst soeiaslism. Taus by thelr very X
nature they sre defined é&s recctionirye. Therefore, 7 hlle deferding
them against imperiallan, oo clzclistes daovld ccrry on 8 constant strul
to replsce them with consistently democratic working class reglines.

33 The above conciderstlons apr-ly as well to 3talinist es to non=
Stolinist rezimcs, thesex regimes (Chino ond Viet iem) are suthentlc
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reprcsentetives of tihe oolonisl revolution---they were carried to
pouer soloy by the colnial revolution, end possess &l Gnormous and
potent tose in their oun countries, -their relationship to Ruscsie is
one of szllisnce forced bty the tarest of smericon imporielism, If théi:
notions1 interests recuired, they wmould be se willing to chenze € llie:
=g mere thie Yuzgoslev Witoists, : ‘

34, Do the revoluticns in isis point the way to the rest of tio col-
onial world, .frics snd Letin .morico? The corditlons for the cre:cs
tion of independent stste-capitelist reglnee esx a result of tie col-
onizl revolution sre threefold: rovolutlonary feeling of the entire '
nstion sgeinst imperislist mile, & weskening of imperizlicm sach that
1t csnnd, succossfully red sty sl the possivity or dlsorientstion of
the working class. Thc government of kesser in =zypt today is proBf
thet such regimes ¢sn be crected outside of Asie, Gustemals end So0l-
ivis mere »nrevented from gsining indenendence in this vey only bty the
faot thot U.Se impertselism remains pco:erful enough to ipevent it, :.ov=
ever, vher pouerful and orgsnized labor movements exist (eeze itorth
Africs), they heve & fer better opportunity then movements Lused on
the petty-bourgeoicie and intelligcntcis to tzke lezderchin of the
colonial revolution=--end csrry it in & socislist dlrection,

05 The colonial revolution hes ktecome Irrepressitle---dying imper-
jalism csnnot hslt it., It is & powerful and decisive element of the
third Csmp, for it comes into belng sgeinst the imnerialism of the
smericsn tloec end imlerendent of the Xremlin, crd its triumphs, Ly
depriving imperislism of its colonies, make easier the triumph of the
aorkzing-class socizlist movememts in the metropolitcn countries,

56 myen mhen the coloniel revolution is led by stete~-capitslist
forces, even uhen these sre totcliterlsn Stalinists, its potentieal
for develooment toverd =mclsllst revolution is immense; the victory
of the colnial revolution necesssrily raiscs protlems ahich the wori-
ing cless is forced, by its struggle for ot & survivel , to
anser in @ sociglicst fashion,

e The Situation of Zurope

o

37, Test Duropesn capitalism hss at last recovered from its most
reecont world wer, Indices of poduction in all countries cre at all-
£ime hishs, unem; loyment has reached post-uar lowss.

S8 This prosperity hus beon deperdont upon three factors: lorge
sezle “merican sld, zcceptence by the working clacs of lox living
stendards, snd the continued postionenent of the onset of crisis 1In
the U.,3. Prosperity devendent on such factors cinnot but Le sunerfic
181 znd tenuous in the extreme, Xactly how tennous naGs shown by the
resction of the dritish government to the 1 ritisl rcilroed emd dock
striltes this spring: it claimed that the strikes threstenedz to de-
stroy the recovery thst Sritein hod mede,

3Ca The truc picture of the crieis of <uropecn cepitdlism ls most
evident in the polltlccl field., ot only-heve the —wobeon tourgeoi-
ies fellcd to cchioeve Zuropean federction, to »ley & reslll indepen-
dent role in world affeirs, to get foreign eramies withdroun from
Lurope, they hsve been uwnuble to esteblish politicel stebility in
their own countiies, notably #rince and Itsly,

20, he basle political protlem of wurope is the comtinued exist-
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ence of the nation-statc system, obsolete sinco 1914, “his systom

hes placed cripioling fetters on the economic development of cveiry »
nstion, Soth Jorld Ters ropresonted tlind, resction.ry efforts to do=-
stroy theee fetters, to solve the pokblem of ~urom «n unity on a cep=
1tslist bosise ‘Ghey not only felled to =0 lve 1t: their fuilurce Inten-
gified the prokblem bty dividing the elreudy divided —urope Into siheres
of influence dominsted bty the Impericlist super-povers, the T.Z%. ond
Russia,

A, 3ince the wer, the rulers of *“urope hasve produced much talk
cbout fcderction, tut the only concrede steps they have talken tovsard
unity heve teen reaction<ry in nature: the "Schumen plan', a “new
lool” version of “tie certels of the inter~wsr period; snd the "lur-
opean Army" plan, snikx effort to mxxx mobilize “uropean military
strength ss &n instrument of U.S, imverlclism in the vold 'ar,

42, The capitelist clesses of <upope heve been end #ill continue to
te impotent tefore the protlem of “urom an unity, Tho economy of ever;
country has grown up on & nstionsl begis: such mepsures of stalifi-
cotion s have been taken grestly intensify this nationelistic char-
acter of the -—uropesn economies,

£3, To sttemrt to integrsto these competing, self-contsined econ-
omies on & cepitelist basls would result in catestrophic economic dis-
locations in sll countries.: it would ke & dissster for every casitsl--
ist cless,

L4, Duroie an unity therefore recuires a plénned economy soverned ©y
a centralized noliticel ¢uthority, This con be achieved in either of
two ways: by one ccpltalist class seciking through militcry predom-
inance to orgenize emd dominste the continent (es wss sttempted with
such disastroaus results, in the two World Wers), or through estak-
lishment of working cless rule throughout -“urope, Jurope ¢sn ke uni-
fied on & progressive basis only through & “oclalist United “tates of
Burone . '

45, If the cstsblidiment of fcdersl government is the centrsl his-
toricel tsslk fscing Luropesn politics, the most pressing immediate
protlem is thst of Gemman unity.

The German tiuyestion

46, The vaertition of Germeny between the “estern powers and the
ussisns was one of the most resctionary conseqguences of the second
imperialict worid wer. Germeny is the nstural orgenizer of *urope---
because of its teohnological stills, its industrial plint, its cen-
tral gcographicsl vosition, the size ard industrial sness of its peonld
Germony unity is the first step towsrd “uropesn unity, on indispen-
sable firgt step since the Uermem people cinnot seriously cttempt to
~ehieve <uropesn unity until they have solved thelr oun overbearing
national nroclem,

L7 "he sbove considerstions only represent a 1z rt of the enormous
prozressive iotentailites inmhercnt in Germen unity on eny democratic
bssis. In a unlted Germsny the dominsnt politicsl force would te tha
working-cless pertica, $nce the Lastern section of Jarmeny hss ol=
neys been the stronghold of the extreme left. That »tslinist rule ho
nogk diminished this wss shom Ly the June 10565 uprieing---in fuct,
hrough the proletcrieninction & the other classes, the power of the
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Tast Germen working class has reletively increased under Stalinism,

43, If there 1s ome political 1ssye oh whmich the Aussisn and -mer-
foon imperialists end the resctionzry “est- Germen zovermmént of :dens
guer sre in sgreement, it 18 In oppositlion to Gormon unity, desplte '
the verbsl declsrstions of all three in fevor of e united “ermeny,

40, The reasons for their'oppositicn are evident, 4Adenauer's dresm
of & Cstholic, capitalist "llttle Germeny" in e 8atholic, cspitalist
1114t1e surope” would ke wrecled by unity nith soclelist, Frotestant
wagt Uermseny. Russia's Lsst Luropean emrire would bte menaced in the
most serious fashion by the political end economic gravitctlon exerted
ty a united Yermsny, especlally a sociallst-ruled Germeny, The 'mer-.
jcen camp mould find its militsry plens destroyed by e meutrsllzed '
Germérny "hichw ould te merely the core of & nautralized Lurope, Irom
the U.S. stendpoint, sudi & Germeny’'mould be, at best (under capitelic
rule) s dengerous imperislist rival, &nd in the event of working clase
victory in the elections, soclellst Germany would bte the liquedator
of -uropeon cepitallsm,

50. Russian propsegonde hes advocsted 8 reunified, neutiralized Ger-
mony on the bosls of free electlons, ot the =ome time that Russis is
meking serious politicsl retrests amd concesslons elsemhere, These
retreats are the conceguences of the change in the btelance of power 13
Luropme, msrked on the one hand by the recovery of “est Luropesn cap-
1t oliem (particulsrly the spectacular resurgence of ‘ezt Uermeny) and
on the othery, bty 8 saver economic crisls in the Stslinist countries

(6 crisis whose precise depth and extent cannot te lmomn to foreign
ot servers, tut those exlstence, 7t lesst in sgriculture, is monifest,

51e Thile, for the reasons cited sbovey, we do not believe that the
Zlussien proposels on Germeny are slncere, we nevertneless recognize
thst their demagoglc slogan of “neutrslity” embodies the tssic prin-
ciple f a democratic solution to the Geyman problem: non-sliznmert
with either wer csmpe 1t is @ pinciple thst the Russisn and American
imperiallsts cen tske cerlously only if compelled to do = bty msss
oressure from the intecrnstional lstor movement ag well-ag the Germsn
people: pressuro btraight to besr by all possiktle mesns, in favor cf
German unity and the immediate and unconditionsl withdrawal of &ll
occupation troops, The “ussisns snould bte chsllenged to press thelr
proposels on the -mericsns, vho should te challenged to accept them,

The Zuropesn ‘orking-Cless lovements

52, The political l&fe of the “uropeen working olsss is tody , es it
has been for the past generstion, dominzted by two roliticsl tenden-
cies, Stslihhsm and Socisl-Democracy. <These forces have been antag-
onistic to esch other in most Buropeen countries throuzhout most of
the post-war period; nevertheless they both bear responsikility for
the fact that Zurops sn cepitalism hee teen able to stcbillce its rule
they @re responsitle for the fact that the working class has wasted
every one of the numerous oprortunities to make aibstentiel r ogress
in & sociclist direction that it has hed since the end of the war.

55, The Stalinist porties? political course has teen determined by
ong considerstion alone: the desires of the Kysgian ruling cless, Cor
segently their policles have swung tetieen opportunism and sdventurls
with consistently dl sstrous results,
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B Immcdictely cfter the wecr the "communist" portics throush
3u;ope entorcd copltolist cooslition governmonts? diszrmed tgg ;g;-
revolutionary rceclstoncoe movements, snd oppes ¢cd closs struggle under
the prctoxt of "restoping production", ..fter the initistion ofthc
Tershall plon thoy suitched to o policy morked by political strikes,
riots, ond ssbotsgo, Today the 6.P.& once mope oro pushing a “popular
front" line, offcring to smpport neutrs lst tourgcois govermments,

55, Their rocord of constont defcat dnd the growing recslizstion by
thc ~uropean masscs of the onti-morking-cless character of 3tclinist
rulc in ast ~uropc¢ have resulted in o mEXkp swecplnz decline df Stsl-
in’ st influence in every ~uropecan country, ‘Podsy thec CPs ccn boast of
importont influcnec within the norkiing closs only in irence ond Italy,
In cvery othor 7est —uropeon country Stalinism is on insignific ont
force, toth i thin the mworting closs end in the politiczl life of the
nation, uven in +ronce ond Italy the CPs hcve held their own only

in rezcrd to parlicmentory clectlons, Uheir memborship, the circulce
tion of their pressy, and theilr strength in the trcde=-union movement
hzve all declined shorply, ond sre continuing to decline. i

56, In terms of their internsl structure the CPs src totalitcricn,
rigldly controlled ty on sll-porerful lesdership, This situation rc-
flcets the totcl dependence of thelecedership on the totclitirien rule
ing clcss of hussla In class terms, this lecdership, cntirecly depcnd-
en@ on on anti-woking-class force, must te itself defined os entil-
working class, ,

57, 4t the seme time, the preopondcrcncc of the momktcership sand mils
jtcnts in most Jest Luropcen C.Js amd ¢ speclolly in i'rance end Italy,
sre workers, thls feet defines the dusl ncture of “est Luropr sn 3tal=-
inism, “hc worker-OGommunlst, desi@dte his 1llusions in rogcrd to Russic
lootis ot thc CP not ss an ins trument of the Xremlin, tut 2s his own
closs paortye. *'¢ cxpocts 1t to corry out its progrom of strugglo for
hls intcrcsts: “hich no CP c¢on cffcetively doy Eecouse of Lts ties to
Russis, '

58, The disillusionmont of thcse advonced prolctorion clements, xix
stemming from the failure of the CP to set ss & recl worizing clsss -
porty, rcacts upon thosc seoments of the locdership who-cre closcst
to the workirg c¢lcss, Yhe rosult is splits from the CP, nominully

on ¢ *left=Stclinist” or "Titoist” progrem; cctuclly they cre scarch-
ing for ¢ revolutioncry soclslist progrsm. <uch groups have ployed,
ond will plsy, cnd importent and vcluokle rolc in the developing
—uropcan left wing.

59, The relativc statility of tho Soclel-demec ratic pertics staonds
in marked contrcst to the decline o *“uropecn =telinism, Socisl-Den=
oorecey 1s an importecnt influence in the workting-class of evcery ur-
opcen countyy: In fect, in cll “uropcan countrios eoxcept i'ronce, Italy
and Syaln, thc vost prepondereance of the working cléss arc memters or
supporters of the Socicl Yemocracy.

60, The taste differcncc ketween X Soclol-Democracy &nd Stalinist
perties lies in thc foect thet the Stalinist parties are essentlally
dopendent not on thelp working cless mombers tut on the stussion
Stelinist stetce The Pocial Yemoeracy on the other hand, bascs it-
self upon the trado-union bturocrscy cml upper sectlons of the prole-
torist (Mlebor aristocrscy”)e. Since these eloments sre prt of the
~morking class &as oxn wholo, Soc1s 1 Demoeracy can thercfore be d efinod
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gs o working closs movement, ond Soeciol-Domocratic partles have in
general boecn better dofenders of workxing-closs Intcrosts thaon hove
Stalinlsts.

61, The politicsl position of Sociol-Pcmocerscy however, 1s, os it
hos teen since -orld ior I, roformlst and pro-capitalist. Tho Socicl
Domocratic portics hove been mainly concerncd with propping up the
decsying cepit slist soclal order by mecns of reforms . and pertial
rationalizstion of industry. They have éonstontly participated in
coalition governments gith copitslist partles. '

G2, On no mejor issue of f oreign policy hsve the Spgiel-Democratic
Psrties opposcd their omn ccpitellst class.(There ore tmwo major €=
cet 1ons to this: tho opposition of the Goyman Soclalist Party to
Geymen rearmemcnt, end tho position of tho Italion Socislist Yerty
(tienni) =hich has sdopted towsrd Russila end 3tolinlsm an sttit wde
gimilar in most respacts to that of orthodox Soclal Ddemocragy toward
its own rudlng cless). Similarly, Juropcan Socilal<PDemocrascy has
ploced itself uneouivocslly in the %, mericon Cemp®, snd hes folloved
tho main lines of U.S. Cold Tayr policye. :

65, On colonial cuestlons the position of the boglsl Domocracy has
teen pa tlculsrly ghemoful. Ilot only have the Socdal Democratlic par-
tic s not suppa bPod Exppmrkod the struggleos of the colonisl peoples
for natlonal independence; they have st every turn end orsed and par-
ticipstcd in the secvege ropressions (Indonesiay Kenya, Vict-iem etc.)
sttempted ty tho imperislist govcrnments in vhich they sre or cre
cck inet ministers.

64, On internal politicsl snd economic amecstions the rcformist ap-
proach of goceal 1-Dcmocracy is premlsed on the continucd cxistence ond
functioning of notionally-orzoni -ed ccpltolist stctcs, “uch mcosurcs
of stetificction as the nctionclizstions initicted by the ~ritish
Tabor Psrty have been concelved cntirecly turocrctically, without ony
rrovision for @ rticipstion by tho workers in the monsgement cnd con-
trol of thc ncnly stutified industries, Thcse nationallsatlons '
therefore have scrved & pro-cc.itelist function: strcngtheneing the
turocrstic cepitalist nat ional state.

65, The attitude of overy 5o0isl-Democratic leadarship to the nork-
ing clessy both outside end inside its porty, is it se1f pro foundly
burocrstice. This lecadership seeks to rostrain every indcperdent
mzss movement of the markers, to reduce it to & merc instrument of
perliemontory mancuvers, "he internsl regime in every 30c¢ilsl-Demo-
cratic Erty is also turocrstized, although not totslitcricn like

the Stalinist pertics.

66, Luropcéan Sochel-Democracy 1s therfore impotent, Jecause 1t 1s
committcd tothe foreign policy of U.Se. imperislism, it con play no
indcperdent role in tho struggle for peacCa. Secouse 1tdxs cntire ,
theorctlicsl cpprocch 1s thet of 3 roformod stctified nationel capi-
taliem it cennot btring sbout the integration of -urops: it can nelth
propose nor schieve the "United Ststes of —urope," isecouse it is un
+11ling to motllize the working class for indepcndent class strugglor
cven 1ts sttempt to dofend the dcy to day interests of the lator
movement is sevcrcly hamporcde

67. - In rosction to this impotence of the Socisl-Democrotic leader=
ghip, left-nings orlsc in the Buropeen Soclellst movement ; notably
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the Deovenites in Tnglond, (The opposition of tho Germen Socialist
Psrty to rearmc nt 1s also largely shaped by left-ving kxnfin
prossure from bte107al)

68, Thcse left groups ero morc or less unclecsr on most political
issucs, especially tho necd for thorough-golng factionsal orgsonization
ithin thc oxisting 3ocial-Dcmocratic parties, out they do se&elk to
Lese thomselves on gencrsl Third Comp principles: indepondence from
the U.S., onti-copiltslist offensivo, norkers democracy , opposition

to Stelinisme Thus they have 8 great potontial for grouth emong

the woclalist morkers of —urope vho tecome dislllusioned bty the deé
fecots snd rotten compromlses thot gre all their leaderchip cen schleve

60, “he besic need of Zyropean workting-c lass politlcs 1s for a rev-
olutionsry soclolist psrty, cspatle of leading moss struggles for
pccce end for the ostbblishment of ® cialish. 3Such & porty is today
in tho first steges of bilrth: out of the oppositionsl movcements with-
in toth ~tclinism and Socisl Democrsey and the gro:ing left groups
independcnt of btoth. .

69, The YSL does not proposc @ dctalled program to this growing
left v ing in <urops: 2ll @ ocific protloms must be solved, on thc
ceis of prsctiocecl cxperlenco, by the nstioncl working closs move=
mcnt, in the sbscnco of & revolutionary International,
L,ut me cen snd do enumcrate the tasic points which should te
the foundstion for cvery interncticnslist socl ellist programa

- goeinst Soth Tor Cemps! 1o support to the politicol man=
govers of cither Russia or the UeBe Onposition to the
maps and uwor properations of both, and 8 the wars end
nay preperations of the imperlslist sllics end sotcllites
of toth,

- Unconditional &nd uncualificd support for the self-determin-
ation of c1ll colonisl pcoples. Unconditional snd unouc:lified
opposition to colonial and imperislist wers,

- DTor Unity of tho ~uropesn worlking clsss. .. singlc union
mov cment, tased on rinciples of morters democracy. Counter-
posc the united front of the worlkers to o "nopulcr front
7ith the coitelists,

- DPo Juropcon Unity =-- withdrswal of a1l U,S, end ilussian
forcos from suropc--for a Soclalist Unitcd “tatces of Lurope.

The =nd

éThe gbove is offcred as a droft resolution. It is ty no measns in
finlshcd" or “polished” form, sm uncuestionekly contsins some de-
fcots of style and structurc; defects shich I hope will be cxposed
ard remcdicd in the ¢ ourse of dlscussion.

I offcr this rcsolution as & cufficientty clear ecxposition of my’
politiccl position to scrve os & focus of orcconvcntion discussion;
ond os o besis for the cloction of delezates to the ¥ST, convention,
ss nell s in the hopc that 1t will be adopted by thc convention.)
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The Tragedy of the Chir se Reveolution
by Earold Issacs
Stanford University Press,(Stanford, Californie) 1951
382 Pages,; 95400
By John Hovak

Harold Issaos olassioc work , "he Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution ’
has finally been reprinted by Stanford University Presse This excellent study
of the Stalinist betrayal in the 1925-27 revolution was first printed in
England in 1938, It 1s now presented in a new eddtions Issaos has replaced the
threa chapters in the original edition, which desoribed the prirecipal develop-
ments of the deocade 1GE7=37, by two new ooncluding ohapterse In these he attempt
to present ¢ olearer understanding of the present Chinese state, both through
the hist orical perspective given,by a knowledge of the 1927 events, and by an
analysis of the twenty years precezding the victory of the Chinese Communist
Partye To Issacs the new Mao=Tse-Ting government represents only a new aspeot
of the old teagedy,which has befallen the Chinese people in their attempts to
solve theibrsooial problems, the tragasdy of the Kussian impact on Chinas
Many persons today, while admitting the totalitarian nature of Stalinism,still
sec it asa progrossive foroe in the colonial revwolutionse Issacs helps to
olear up the illusions, and lay baro the actual reactionary role of Stalinists
both in the past and todaye

Issaos characterizes his polictical beliefs in the following manners
“the basio approach in this work is one that seelis to oont ibute to a radical
transformation of all social relationd and political institions to bring
about the fuller popular acquisition of greater materisl welfare anrd politioal
and oultural freedom,™ AS far as'one oan gather from his writing, he appears
to be a third oamp socialiste

Issacs spent four years of intensive research while working on this
book, during which time he met and talked to many of the leading figures
oonnected with the events in Chira, /mong these were Trotsky, HeSneevliiet(Mar-
ing), and Albert Treint. Although "The Tragedy of the Chinese Reveloution"
is a fully documented and soholarly work, Issacs powerful litorary style pro=
vides one with an intense emotional experience #s he unfolds the aspirations
and struggl s of the Chinese peopls for a better and more just social orders

The book begins with an analysis of Chinese society before the advent
of foreizn capitalismeOnly a few features need be prosented heres First, China
was based mostly on a foudal economys There had never bean a ocapitalist develop=
ment. Pr;duotion end commercs did arise in the oities,but these were mostly
restricted to luxury products. Tie rvuling class wos oomposed of tje stote bure
eanoracy, landlords, merchants and usurers. they all cooperated in exploiting
the peasantry,on whose shouldars the.ontire sooiety restade He provided rent
for the landlord, interest for the merchants and usurers, and texes for the
states. The peasantry was organized in small agriotural units, thus allowing for
more intensive exploites¥ion by the landlords. Each year all the surplas pro=
duct amd part of ths means of subs:stance were taken from hime Such a situation
maintained e permanent agrarian orisise It was from this orisis that the peas=-
antry was forced to rise up in periodio peasant warse But the peasantry a‘ways
proved itse¢lf incapabls of independent political activitye Ambitious political
oliques, headed by landholding nobility, would seize control of sections of the
peasantey,and attempt to utilize them in overthrowing the existing dynasty and
setting themselves up in power. It was through this manner that the lanchu dyne
asty came to power in the 17th centurye. But by the 19th century, it lad already
started on its declinee The griath of population and the renswed pressure on th
land brought with it & new series of peasant revolts. It was at this point, with
Chinn on the brink of anotier great peasant war, that foreign capital arrived,
bringing #ith iteven more poverty aind miserye "this new pressure on the old
Chinese society, generated conflicits whict soon accumulated, gathered momentem,
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and drove the oountry and its peoplo aonvulsivly forward in search of new sole
utionse :
The trade set up by the foreign capitalists soon led to an unfavc¥able
balance for them. Silver, the main metel of exchahge for Chinese ocommodities,
began to drain from Indias In order to oheck this tendency, the British under=-
tool the immrortation of opium into Chinae The effeots of the opium, and later
the imnortation of oheap commodities, ruined Chinese sconomye The peasantry
fourd itself undergoing mass pauperization, and handierafts wsre being driven
out of existences At the sams tiwe, China was undergoing political annexatione
All of thsse factors were hastening the downfall of thelianchu dynasty, and
st'mulating more extensive asrarian revolts.

This economic and political impact of foreign imperialism on China.
had a still further effect , the oreation of the Compradore class, "the brokers
for foreign capital on the Chinese market." This olass whioh stemmed mainly

from the landed gentry derived a tremendous wealth from the trade with the foreigne
ers, for little gof ‘tl}?; profit ever went back to the original producerss Bl ocked

frou indigenous capitesist development by the economio and politioal superiorify
of the imperialists, most of their money went beck into the land ,either into the
formation of large estates,or lent out at tremendous interest rates to the pea=
sants. Part of the wealth was used to obtain posts in the govermment bureau-
} oracy, thus enhanocing the political strength of this classe
The ohaos of theChinese eoconomy soon led to & new peasant war,the Tai-

ping rebellione Interestingly enough,this movement ,although primarily a peaw
sant rebellion, showed certein tendenoies toward a "normal"bourgecis develop-
mente In the regions that it gainad powerit supressed opium, checked the silver
drain, stimulated the internal market and through the expropiation of landlords
end the division of the land,increased sgriotural activitye THE Taiping rebellion
thus oame into direot confliot with the compradores and landed nobility, whose
interest lay in maeintaining the semi-feudal relatationshipse THe imperialists
first saw in it en all y, for it stimulated trade and restored tranquility,
both of which the compradores were unable to doe But foreign capital still
derivod a tremendous profit from tho opium tradee This trade provided for prime
etive accumulation of capital which at a later date would meke the marketing of
F?V legimate commodities profitables Thus imperialism found itself forced to oppose
; the Taiping rebellione The British and the French therefore usaed the ensuing
period of oivil war as & means of consolidating their powere Through the opium
viars they first reduced the Manchu dynasty to an impotent tocl,and extraoted
formidable economic and political privilegesjopium was legalized, and the
entire country opened to foreign penetrations Having established such a
commanding oontrol over the Manchu, they ruvs had every interest in the dyarasties
existengce They therefore embarnked on a successful but bloody destrustion of
the Taiping rebellione Thus we see thal imperielism made impossitle the peasants
tgeditional answer to economic impoverishment, the overtheow of the old dynasty
end esteblishment of & new one through great peasant warse At the same time the
impaoct of ipperialism made some sort of a social change necessarys But while it
fctoed the chinese people toward social changoe, both through the intensifioation
of old contradictions in the sooiety and the introduction of now onssglmperialism
allied itself with everything resctionary, everything which had an interest in
preventing such solutionse In this paradoxioal nature od imperialism, we find &
olue to the entire future history of Chinae

Four basic problems faced the ohinese peoplee First , therreditision
of the lands An old problem to the peasants, but now with the impact of cmpitale
ism and the intensification of the struggle between town and country an absolnte
necessitye Secondly the introduotion of Chira into the worled marker posed the
urgent problem of industrializations Third, theunification of the country and,
of oourse, the very cxistenoce od imperialism constituted the fourth probleme In
western Burope the bourgeosie had beon eble to play a progressive role in solving
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these pr oblems. But the chingse bburéeoise, the compradore class,
when it arose, found 1tse1fidb2fronted by a capitalism immensely

more of a political and econoftic superiority,a capitalism which had
had two éentaries head start. With such a paver 1t could not effect=-
jvely c¢ompetes To add to the hopelessness of the situgtion it de=-
pended for its wealth and income on the imperlalists, Thus unable to
canpete successfully with imperialism the canpradores were forced as
has been indicated to invest their money in the land. But by this
act they were no longer able to play a revolutionary role, as the
western bourgeois had, in the division of the land.

.
’ e &

? Their interests were now tied in to maintaining the mesent
exploitive land relationships, and of course they were incapable &
really industrializing the country, ousting the imperialists, or
unification, All these acts meant a break with the imperialism on
whom so much o their profits were dependent and to whom they were
connected by very strong political and psychological tles. The
| Imperialist, interested only in gaining a new world market and cheap
i labor, would hardly set up China to become their competitor. The
peasantry, as we have seen was a revolutionary force but needed allles.
Tt had proven itself throughout the history of China and the western
world incapable of independent political activity, Little need be
said of the pr@ ressive potential of the Manchu dynasty. So, for the
| present, the situation seemed hopeless., China seemed incapeble o
producing foreces which could crive forward to progressive change.

Despite their situation the compradores with thelr vast wealth,
could not help but be fascinated by the profits in Capitalism, and
toward the end of the 19th century began feeble attempts at the in-
dustrialization of China, From the beginning they were doomed to
failure. The economic and political dominance of the imperiallists was
simply too great. Thus hesitatingly and unwillingly they found them-
selves beginning to think of political revolt. At first, through
reform and when reform fell « through - to revolution, But due to
their very physiognomy, such attempts were shaky and apologetlc 1n
, theory and meaningless in action., Unable to combat the imperialilsts
| their only hope was to overthrow the dynasty. Unable to lead the
< peasantry, since they were opposed to land di vision, they turned to
military insurrection., Sun=YateSen was the principal figure in this
movement, and the revolution of 1911 a product o #his morement, shavec
the impotence of such action, 1Its only results was to overthrov the
: Manchu dynasty, already on its way out. No new class came to power,
b and control merely passed to regional war lords, who came to repres=-

: ent the various imperialist powers in China,

e "X,

But the First VWorld Vlar was to have revolutionary effects on
China. The years following the downfall of the lManchu dynasty had
brought even more hardships on the people. The civil wars between
the war lords, further aggravated the agrarian problem, Ever increas
ing taxation and military requisition led to mass pauperization. Ag-
ricultuml production declined to the point where China was forded to
import food. Huge numbers of starving peasants driven off the land
were swarming into the cities. It seemed as though industry would
never be able to absorb them, But the war called for the entire out-
put of the Viestern nations, and so Chinese industry found 1tself
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temporarily freed from the ¢ ntinual pressure of foreign compctition,
Chinese production increased tremendously, with the conseq ant mod-
ernization of the economic life.: .Corporate forms were more widely
adopted, benks multiplied, and ag'machines replaced handicraft,proe
duction in ever increasing measurge, the old master-journeyman -
apprentice reletionships changedto the stockholder-minager-warker
relationship. This rise in productive forces brought with 1t a new
struggle between the Chinese capifalists and the entrenched foreign
interests with their economic end:political privileges. Butm e
important it brought a new class into existence in Chinese soclety,
the industrial workers,who increasingly found themselves coming into
conflict with both the Chinese and foreign capltalists, This class
a ising from the peasantry, and thus hating the landlords, exploited
by both native and foreign imperialism, found itself in direct oppo-
sition to everything reactionary in Chinese soclety. It was by its
situation able to solve all the four problems of Chinese soclety.

Fresh political currents arose in China at the end of the war,
The Koumintang, the party of Sun-Yat-Sen, heir to the revolution o
1911 was impotent. Pledged as 1t was to Military conspiracy as a
means of achieving power, it had from 1911, attempted to use the
lesser ageinst the greater war lords. The only result was to leave
them helplessly tied to first this and then that war lord. 1Its
theoretical program, the "Three Peoples Principles" of Sun, was
equally impotent. These principles consisted in: (1) Nationallsm,
under which it was understood that the privileges of the imperialists
were to remain intact, and payments on their loans gueranteed. Sun
envisaged the forelgn powers helping him in buillding what he called
a "socizlist" society, and from which both China and the Vest would
profit. (2) Democracy, which meant simply benevolent dictatorship,
under the guidance & Sun and the Kuomintang. (3) Peoples livslihood
which spoke of "restrictlion of capital" in vague language. Also -
under this heading comes the so-called program of equalization of
rights. This meant that "Those who have hed property In the past
would not suffer from 1t", Sun's favorite saying appropriatelg en-
ough was that "in China there are only the poor and less poor.
Needless to say, he rejected the class struggle. But thls party was
revitalized by the general political awak ning that swept the country
in 1919. 1In 1920 the CCP (Chinese Communist Party) was formed under
the leadership of Chun-Tu-Hsul.

The workers themsolves had already begun to embark on the
revolutionary path, Their activity had awakened the peasantry to
more political conscience and set them into motion, 1In a short
number of years thils development led to a tremendous movement which
threatened to destroy everything reactionary in Chinese society and
pose a solution to its deep problems, But it was also at thls point
that Stalinism appeared on the scene and in the name of serving the
Chinese revolution helped to dig its grave. The decisive influence
of Russia at this stage on the history of China necessitates a sur=-
vey of the Bolshevik theory of colonial revolution, developed through
the experiences in Russia in 1905 and 1917, and an analysis of why
they were never carried out by the Stalinists. The theory and its
implications on China are clearly and conscisely set forth by Isaacs.
"With the world as a whole maturing for socialism, an entirely new
political perspective opens up for those backward countries which
have not yet fulfilled the tasks of the bourgeols revolution, 1.e.
achlevement of national independence e&nd unification and breakup of
pre-capitalist forms of rural economy. These tasks can now be carried
through to completion only by a proletarian revolution, taking place
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1n 8 context in which more advanced countries of the world are con-

verting themselves from capitalist into socialist states.ssessFr
China these ideas had unique dnd overwhelming significance. They
opened a way through what was ‘otherwise a blank wall., The wa 1ld had
no place to offer 1t as a new and free nationzl state based upon a
freely functioning capitalist econony. The hope of budding Chinese
capitalists for national soverelmnty collided with the political and
ecmomic and territorial positions of the foreign Powers. Chinatsg
hope for expansion on a capitalist bases collied with the superior
competitive position of forelgn capital, which was far more inter-
ested in extracting immediate profit from Chinese raw materials and
cheap labor in the classic manner of colonial exploitation than 1t was
in the systematic development 0f a new produc tive economy for the
Chinese people as a whole., Finally, the ruling class in China could
not by 1ts own efforts revitalize the internal Chinese market with-
out solving the agrarian problem and 1t could not solve the agrarian
problem as we have seen without destroying 1itself, With the rise in
China of an urban working class of substential proportions and weight
in the society the underlying ideas of the Russian revolution offered
s radlcally new point of departure." :

Lenin at the Second World Congress of the Communist Internations
worked out the concrete application of these thearles to other cOl=
onial countries,

"Thepe are to be found in the dependent countries two
distinct movements which every day grow farther apart
from each other, One is the bourgeols democratic nat-
fonalist movement with a program of political indep-
endence under the bourgeois order, and the other is
the mass action of the poor and ignorant peasants and
workers for their liberation from all sorts of explol=
tation., The former endeavor to control the latter and
often succeed to a certain extent,but the Communist
International and the parties affected must struggle
against such control and help develop class conscious-
ness in the warking masses of the colonies.... the
proletarian parties must cearry on vigorous &nd syste=-
matic propoganda for the Soviet ldea and orgenlze

peasants and workers Soviets as soon as possible,"

What Lenin is proposing then, 1s that the Communist parties

.1n the eolonial countries concentrate in organizing the workers and

peasants and provide them with a consistently Badical leadership.

'To do this they must realize that the Nationallst bourgeois groups,
which are incapable of solving the pr cblems of the colonial masses,

will attempt to control and domlnate them, for their own ends., JIhis
was practical and_intelligent advice. But 1t was never applied in
China. Although Stalinism came to China with the enourmous prestige
of the Russian revolution, it did not come with the theories that had
made the Revolution a success. By 1924, the Stalinist bureaucracy
was fairly well entrenched in Russla, With its theories of Soclal=
i{sm in one country, the abandonment of the international views of the
Bolsheviks, it came to China not to ald the Chinese revolution, but
1ts own narrow national interests. It wanted an ally in China to
help blunt the pressure of the Western powers, notably England. To
this end it was willing to sacrifice everything even the CCP,. To
them, the daring ideas which had made the Russian revolution, were
exactly that--to daring, Stalin viewing an alliance with the workers
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and peasants too risque and unsure, therefore,sought an allisnce
with the Kuomintang, the Nationualist bourgeols party. This was but
the first of Stalins meny tragic betrayals of the Chinese people.
The Chinese CP was directed to merge with the Kuomintang and cease
iis ovn indgpendent activity. It was to serve primarily in organiz-
ing the workers and peasants to support the Kuomintang and to ald
its victory, 1In order to make this feasible, Maring, the comintern
representative in China, met with Sun-Yat-Sen and promised him
Russian aids® #s a result Sun became more receptive to Maring's arge-
uments on the advisability of utllizing mass movements as a means
of gaining power.

The CGP worked night and day propagandizing for the Kuomin-
tang. It taught the workers and peasants not only that the Kuomln-
tang was the only revolutionawry party, but that it was a party of
| Workers end Peasants. In so doing it ensured the victory of the
Kuomintang and kept the masses under 1ts political hegemony, 1.e.
the hegenomy of the nationalist bourgeoisie. Thus, the political
activity of the people served only the interests of the Kuomintang,.
It was through this situation that Canton was captured by the Kuo-
mintang on liay, 1925, '

The workers showed themselves time and again, politically
mature for indpendent action. During the serles o’ strikes that
spread from Shanghal on May 30, the workers were = nerbly organized.
They created their own organization, strikingly si.ilar to the
Russian Soviets and carried out coordinated raids of opium dens, set
! up thelr own police forc:, courts, etc., but the CCP instead of
supplying them with political leadershlp attempted to coordinate
their actions with the Kuomintang, Thus agzin the Kuomintang was
able to consolidate its power, this time over the entire Kwantung
province. On June 19, 1925, they proclained a new National Governe
ment of China, The Kuominteng was satisfled; through the work of
the CCP it was eble to use the mass movement as a tool to consolidate
power and move from one victory to another., But even the Comintern
' could not prevent the inevitable collision of the workers and peas-
ants with the Kuomintang. Peasants did not discrimilnate between
Chinese nationsalist landlords and the anti-Kuomintang landlords,
they would seize snd redivide the land of both., Nelther did the
workers care whether the capitalists who explolted them were native
! or foreign. They fought against both. In this they showed more
| political wisdom than all the theoriticisns of the comintern. But
the Stalinists interested only in preserving the "one revolutionary
party in China", were embarassed by such actions, Thus, when the
Kuomintang began complaining avout the "excesses" o the masses,
Stalin hastened to make sure that the masses would remain willing
tools.

o T ot

Moscow saw the Kuomintang as the prime revolutionary force in
Asia, It spoke of 1t as the party of "workers end peasants, intell-
. ectuals and urban democracy (i.e., bourgeoisie) on the basis of a
Ve community of class intcrests of these strata in the struggle against
the imperialist and the whole militarist-fuedal order." Yet, when
the Kuomintang cried of excesses 1t suddenly lost this character of
a "community of class interests" and the CCP was informed that rad-
ical reforms, empecially agrarian could not be introduced in Canton
because the Kuomintang "in view of 1ts mixed class composition" could
not "undertake the confiscation of private property". This is the
same Canton which was at the time considered as follows: "The Canton
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government 1s tho vangunrd in the Liberation struggle of the Chinese
people and serves na a model for the future revolutionary democratic
order of the whole country". What 211 this meent was simply that all
class interests were to be subordinated to the class interests of the
bourgeoisie. Tho leadcrs of the Kuomintang of course liked this sort
of revolutionary tnlk, and learned to mouth 1t even better thean

Stalin and the Comintern. They spoke of YWorld Revolution and Comm-
unism at every opportunity, -

In the real Conton, there were a thousand political intrigues
afoot for dominsnco and control of the Kuomintang, Through a coup
on iiarch 20, 1926, Chlang-Kal-Shek managed to win out and become the
virtual dictator of the perty. This day marks the beginning of open
reaction. Chiang who spoke proletarian revolution far the benefit
of Borodin and Stalin, was directly tied in with the most conservate-
ive of the bourgeois interests. Chiang did not delay long in console
idating his power. The job was relatively easy. The CCP was fright-
ened. The masses confused and uninformed,

His first act was to straight-jacket the CCP even more into the
service of the Kuomintang, "All instructions henceforth issued by the
Communist Central Committce to its own members were to be submitted
first to a special joint committee of the two parties for approval,"
In order to maintain the myth of a revolutionary Kuomintang and Can-
ton, the news of the coup was suppressed from all official CP public-
atlons, All news of 1t was'denied., Unity with the Nationalist
Bourgeoisie was to be maintained. Thus Borodin knowing the full facte
of the coup promised to support Chiang in a Northern expedition. But
pressure was very strong smong the rank and file of the CCP for sep-
aration from the Kuomintang, As a result, a letter asking for party

lndependence was sent to the Comintern; this proposal was completely
rejected.

When the landlords heard of Chiang's victory, they hastened to
consolidate their power in the countryside. They carried this out
by a brutal suppression of the peasant movement. The peasants were
without any exagreration, massacred., Shortly after the Northern
Fxpedition on July 29, martial law was proclaimed in Canton "for-
bildding all labor dlsturbances for the duration of the Northern ¥x-
pedition," This was followed by the mobilization of the gangsters
of Canton”into "central unions" which were turned losse by the Centon
government (the model for the future revolutionary democratic order
of the whole country) in armed attacks on the workers, who were lead-

er}iis and uninformed and thus defeated, Of all this, the CP kept
st .

Meanvhile the Kuomintang swept northward on the back of the
spontaneous uprisings of the people, who welcomed it as their libera-
tor., The counter rovolution in the rear was kept a secret from them.
The people dld not know that the Kuomintang was merely replacing the
power of the old militarists with 1ts own., They were to find this
out, as they attempted to seize the land from the landlords. To add
to the 1lrony of the situation, the Kuomintang was admitted as &
sympathising party into the 3rd International in October, 1926. Only
one vote was cast against this action, and that was by Trotsky,who
declared, "In preparing himself for the role of an executioner, Chiang
Kai-Shek wanted to have the cover of world Communism--and he got 1t".
Trotsky, in fact, was the only one who consistently opposed Stalin's

policies,
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He wrote, "The policy of a shackled Communist Party
serving as a recrulting agent to bring the workers into the Kuo-
mintang is preperation for the succesful estahlishment of a
fascist dictatorship in China at that not very distant moment
when the proletariat, despilte everything, will be compelled to
jump back from the Kuomintenge..To drive the workers and peas-
ants into the political camp of the bourgeoisie and to keep
the Communist Party & hos tage within the Kygomintang 1s to carry
on a policy equivelant objectively to betrayal,..The Kuomin-
tang in its present form is the embodiment of an tunequal
treaty! between the bourgeolsie and the proletariat, If the
Chinese Revolution as a whole demands the abolution of the un-
equal treaties with the imperialist Powers, then the Chilnese
proletariat must liuqdidate the unequal treaty with its own
bourgeoisies"

As might be expected the article in which the above pass-
age appears, as many of the other criticisms of Stalin and his
policles, was not allowed to appear in print. Stalin continued
his concessions to the Kuomintang., He wired the CCP to keep
the peasant movement in check in order not to drive away the
generals who were leading the "victorlous march," This meant
fhat the Peasents should only seize the land of the anti-Kuo-
mintang forces. Thus the CCP was faced with an impossible
situation. As they helped the Kuomintang to sleze more and
more territory, fewer and fewer peasants were capable of ache=
jeving land division. Indeed in many instances the anti-Kuo-
mintang forces seeing the victory of Chiang'!s toops came oOrer
to his side, and fery profitable it was for them, too. Under
the banner of the "Revolutionary Kuomintang" they could re-
tain all their old forms of exploltation and prestige.

Chiz ng's troops marched victoriously to Vluhan and then down
the Yangtze to Shanghai, Twenty-five miles from Shanghai with
nothing to prevent them from siezing the city, the troops stopped.
Chiang had decided that now he no longer needed to put up with the
excesses of the masses and so schemed for a means of begetting its
destruction. On February 19, the General Labor Unlon had called &
strike, in Shanghai, in anticipation of the arrival of the National-
ist armies. The slogans put forth by the CCP were "support the
northern expeditionary army", and "Hail Chiangi". Li-Pao-Chang,
garrison commender in Shanghai, began a ruthless counter offensive,.
Strikers were brutally attacked and shot, At first, bewildered by
the failure of the troops to arrive, the workers began to arm them-
selves and fight back. An uprising was called for the 22 of Feb-
ruary. Again everything was organized with the jdea in mind that
the Nationalist troops would march in and aid them. But their
1iberators did not stir. As & result,the insurrection was put down
with a great deal of slaughter. The ansver fa the failure of the
troops to march lies in a wire sent by Niu-Yung-Chien, to Chiang
calling for "cessation of the advance for the time being.," ©Nul was
the local chairman of the Kuomintangi The tactics of the Kuomintang
were obvious. Let Li , the garrison commander, kill as many wa kers
as possible, they are our only threat, and with them destroyed,
consolidation of power will be so much simpler. A few weeks later
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L1 was rewarded by Chiang for his excellent work by being made a
commander of the 8th National Army.

Voo

But the Qbrkérﬁ.still pressed for victory. On March 21, a
well planned strike ahd insurrection was organized. #And though
delegates of the workers sent to the troops to ask them for aid,
were rejected, nevertheless the revolution 1in Shanghal was successful
and the city fell to the workers., But egain the CCP falled to play
a truly revolutionary role, as the party of the workers. Its only
desire was to hand over the power to Kuomintang. When Chiang entered
Shanghai, he was halled by the Communists as the hero and liberator
of the working class. Chiang had other plans. He proceeded quite
openly to contact all the reactionery powers of the city. The bankers
and merchants trusted Chiang completely. They had secretly halled
the strikes of the workers, for they provided a lever agalnst the
imperialists, but now someone was needed to put the workers back in
their place. They understood quite well that Chiang was the man fa
the job, end to this end presented him with a fifty-million dollar
loan., Chiang did not waste any time in underteking the job. One of
the first persons he met was Huang-lie-P1 - leader of the underworld,
With him, Chiang made plans for the mobilization of the "Green Gang",
a group of thugs and gangsters.

The tragedy that was to befall the Shanghal workers was already
being rehearsed in other provinces. In Kanchov, Nanchang, Hangchow
and other spots, open repression of the waorkers by organized under-
world gengs, usually appearing as they had 1n Canton under the name
of Viorkers Trade Alliance, Central Labor Unions, etc. was taklng
place. The news of all this was again and again hidden by the Com-
intern., The workers of Shanghai were left completely uninformed as
to the real nature of their "libepator". That the Comintern knew
of all these events, is evidenced by the torrent of facts and denunc-
jations that were to come out immediately after the coup. The CCP
tied in completely with the concept of unity with the Kuomintang at
all cost, did all it could to propitiate 1tself to Chiang. On March
29 a plan for a provisional municipal government was inaugurated by
the CCP with the majority voluntarily assigned to the bourgeoisie,
Chiang, busy setting up the structure for a more "efficient" state,
refused to recognize the government. The bourgeoisie took the cue
from Chian:; and refused to participate, leaving the CCP, which wes
too short sighted to set up a warkers state, wandering about confused
and frightened. Having offered Chiang power 2nd been rebuffed, the
CCP now proceeded to make sure that Chiang would have no trouble
selzing power and carrying out his counter revolution. Under direct-
ives from the Comintern, they pr cceeded to advise the workers to hide
their arms. Bucharin tells us "was it not better to hide the arms,
not to accept battle and thus not permit oneself to be disarmed?"

But, if the CCP was not accenting battle, Chiang was, On April

12, 1927 at 4 AN, the coup began in Shanghai. The warkers, betrayed
by the CCP, their arms hidden, were annihalated. Instead of informing
the workers of the true nature of Chiang and leading them in armed
resistance, the CCP led them to slaughter. It was one of the most
brutal tragedies yet to occur., Moscow of course, declared after the
coup, that 1t had foreseen these events, Stalin himself announced
that events had "fully and entirely proved the correctness of the
Comintern line. But bureaucratic attempts at infallibility could not
change the facts. In Shanghai the workers had died on the party line
of unity with the Kuomintoang at all costs. Now the Militarists and
. Bankers placed in power by this slogan, gambled and bargained fa
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Attempting to save face the Cominﬁern now proclaimed Wuhan the
new revolutionary center. Wuhan:was the\iupposed'existence of a left
Kuomintange. This group had dplit with Chlang before the Shanghal
coup. Bu% their split did not reflect their more revolutionary spirit,
On the cohtrary, they merely desired to wrest control of the Kuomintang
from Chiahg for their own personal benefits The Kuomintang of Wuhan
was no more revolutionary than the Kuomintang of Chisng-Kal«Shek.
Having learned nothing from the events 1ln Shanghal, ' the CCP now de-
voted a1l 1its energles to "unity at all cost" with the Wuharn group.
This meant as we have s¢en;the subordination of the CCP end the needs
of tho population to the nationalist bourgeoilsie. In Viuhan this led
to an even more complete capitulation, No protest was made when the
soldiers of the "Left Kuomintang" began executing peasants for selz-
ing the land. The sophisticated tactic of hiding arms was carried
even further., 1In Wuhan, the CCP handed over the arms of the warkers
to the Kouminteng., The Nationalists, therefore, obligingly returned
this favor by using theme---on the workers,

It was at this point that Moscow informed the CCP that a new
stage in the Revolution hed been reached. Alliance with the Kuomin-
tang was no longer profitable. The correct line now was the leader-
ship of the workers and peasants in independent revolutionary activity.
But now, that the Comintern had discovered the correct line, one thing
remained missing---a mass movement, In their unity with the Kuomintang
the CCP had aided the militarists in crushing this movement completely,
All that remained was the militarist, vieing among themselves fa
political control.

Twenty=-two years later in mid October, 1949, the CCP entered
Canton. The city of their first defeat, now saw them as the victors.
But the CCP had not changed. It is still tied to Russian Stalinism
and willing to serve its interests in the present world struggle. 1In
China itself, the CCP 1s replacing the tyranny of Chiang, with that
o Stalinism. From the tactics of liao in Korea, we can see that the
Chinese Stalinists are more interested In serving the strategy of the
Comintern than the peoples of Korea or even China, #lready on Febe
ruary 20, 1951 a purge was started by the New Peoples Democracy, The
Chinese people are still faced with the problems imposed on them by
Western Imperialism, and the new ones constituted by Stalinist
totalitarianism,

A

by John Novack
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