 DanFT REQ"!UTICM -e ﬁMEQ3H5N
'gvgutg%!GN'ﬁ “= oY Dou Ha VAR 1S

eAGE 11 NAC GRAFT RﬁsuLu;iuu - Tdsao o
AND OP.“NT }QN - nyiﬁﬂ” A

PAGE 19 Awm RO

ENT TO NAP DR’FT ?
CN §5L =Y81

REL*T‘LNQ'
: R hi{' LQ“

oL 228 NaG ’QA??'Risouurson = LNTOR i
- JOonaA Quae ICN =~ DY Max MART -
o B R O
PACY 37 DRary rf°OLU?EGN - JfTﬁdNAT!Cuq
GUESTION ==0Y hxv» Ha

w n?f"l NG;T C'r'i

FAGT 47  SHOULD WE Have TR;?S T0 Picksy
THE MoCamyHy Ratpyy =~ In RiPrv
70 ComRADE Hamr g == 0y JAaCK WALKER

- Lo

_ INFORMATIOGN AND
DiscussioN  BULLETIN

AvcusT 13, 1958 o SRR

THE YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE




Lo nobn

wle
NAG DRAFT ANMRRICAN RWSOLUTION

The main characteristics of American social and political
1l1fe following World VYar II derive their origin from causes stemmig
fran the cold war between world ocapitsiism (et the head of which
stcnds the United States) and stalinism, and from the accompanying
Permanent War Fconomy. These two factors will continue to influence
future developments in a decisive manner, although not in the form of
a continuous development of tendencies which have hitherto been domine
ant, The past perlod has witnessed a continuous movement in a single
direction: in the economy &n increcse of production and rise in living
standardg; in social 1ife a growing conservatism and amelioration o
social conflict; in politics a strengthening of all forms of bourgeois
ldeology and thelir petty bourgeols varients; in public affairs a growth
of tho Garrlscn State and an unprecedented attack on civil liberties;
In the labor movement the entrenchement of a conservat ve bureaucracy
and decline of militant and left-wing tondencles; among the youth a
turn from social to individuel interests, Within this context soc alw-
ism has become an 1solated movement, without influence or broad appeal,
The prospscts for builing a socialist movement in the futuro depend
upon 2 change in the objective economic; soéial and political condite
lonsg now prevalling., This resolution will attempt to establish the
barls and nature of such a change, and the tasks and problems that
wiil be posed,

Contrary to the expectations of both capitalist and socialist
economists, the American economy did not revert to the condition o
seml-paralysis of the pre-war decade following World War II. Insteo?
of unused industrial capacity, a vast expansion of facilities; instead
of mass unesmployment, over sixty million employed; instead of chronie

risls, an almost continuous boom; instead of mass misery, a general
lncrease in the standard of liwing. On the basis of this record the
defenders of capitalism have claimed thet capitalism has overcome its
traditional barrilers--thet it has found ways to prevent depression and
insure a continuous Improvement in the well-being of the mnsses of
7seeplos With a certain measure of truth 1t 1s clailmed that the gover-
a1t has been able to maintein economliec stebility by direct inter-
vention in the economy.

The primary form of such intervention, however, and the one
Torm without which all others would have but slight effect, has been
she vast extent of government spending for military purposes and ® reign
24d« At the height of New Deel "pump priming" the entire government
briget never amounted to mach over six billicn dollars a year. Since
»G3€, on the other hand, military spending hes been at the rate of 10
tc 40 billlon per year, and at the present time 1t has stabilized at
a figure of about %5 billions, In addition, since 1946 over 50 billions
have been spent on foreign aid, The artificial market thus created
has served as the cutlet for the overproduction of commodities which is
the partiaular characteristic of capitalism, end the origin of 1ts
Tendency to develop crises,

The o:1gin of present American prognerity is not to be sought,
then, in the "exceptional" character of Amsrican capitalism as such,
but in itz internationally derived position as the world organizer of
the capitalist struggle against stalinism, 2nd in particular, as the
lrading military corronend of stalirism. And inosmuch as this primary
confailes 2annot be eliminated, whatever steps the eontending powers may

take to bring about a lessening of tension, the Permanent Way Fconomy
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can be expected to continuc. All discussions of the prospects of the
American economy must take into account the fact that military and
para-militery spending will not cease abruptly, or undergo any sig-
nificant decline. As long as thls 1s the casc, an economlc crisis of
the depth and degree experienced in 1929 must be excluded., The im-
probability of such a crisis 1s not the same as guaranteeing & con-
tinuation of mesent economic conditions. Rather, even with the con-
tinuation of the Permanent vwar Economy, there are indicatlions that the
tendency toward overproduction will assert itself, Rather than a
general industrial crisis, however, this crisis will most likely take
the form of a slowing down in growth, collapse of certain secta s of
industry (most prominently the consumers goods industries), a moderote
but growing number of unemployed, etc. There are indications that 1In
the past period the conditions for such a decline have been accumulat-
ing, VWhile military spending continues to provide an important sustain
ing effect, 1t has ceased to be the source of expansion, Instead, the
expansion of economic activity in the immediate past perlod has been
based upon those "normal' means which become prominent during periods
of capitalist upswing, but which eventually exhaust themselves and
become sources of collapse,

The first of these mecans 1s private business spending on impro -
ing efficiency by introduction of machinery. In this area, the mest
spectacular development 1s the widespread introduction of automation,
the aim of which 41s not only to reduce labor costs, but to eliminate
labor completely, wherever this is possible, While the degree of dis-
placement remains concealed while the process 1s taking place, once the
1imits imposed by technical development and profitability are reached,
the reduction in the working forece necessary Becomes evident through
an inerease in unemployment, :

The second source of present prosperity 1s an even more un-
healthy sign, nomely the enormous expansion of consumer credit. The
housing boom, one of the mainstays of the economy, has been financed
by a 75 billion dollar mortgage. Autos and household appliences, the
cther main prop under the civilian economy, have been sold only with
whe aid of a 30 billion dollar installment credit bill, Particularly
"n the last year the increase of eredit over repayments represents
a danger sign for the economy., Another sich sign can be seen in the
sbsence of general inflation during a perlod of business exXpansion.
¢(nly in the speculative market have inflationary tendencles been evi-
dent. While the length and durability of the present prosperity cannot
De definitely limited, neither can it be excluded that all of these and
~thepr factors will assert themselves in the next year or two, with
-~unsequences of an important political significance. Whatever the
imetable, however, barring a vast increase in military outlays beyond
rergent levels, the American economy must run up against the limlts
imposed by the inabillity of the market to absab to total amount of
goods produced under free snterprise conditions.

Since the general condition for business prosperity 1s the main-
tenance of profitability, it 1s necessary to note not only the fact
“hat profits have reached extroadinary levels, but also the form of
their distribution, Fven during a period of general prosperity, it har
been the largest, most advanced and highly monopolized 4industries whicr
have been the leading beneficiaries. And in the past three years 1t .
is those corporations which havg increased their share of the total
profits from 69 to 81 per cent. The struggle of smaller business to
— #These corporations represent the 3,440 corporations (out of
about 500,000) which own 50 per cent of total assets. 450
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maintain themselves, and of lerge corporations to increase their profits,
has led in the past period to a wave of mergers, the sole effect of
which is to carry further the high degree of concentration already dom=-
inent in 2ll major sectors of industry, and a decline in the relative
economic (and hence social) importance of small and medium-sized enter-
prises. A similar trend, although at a slower pace, has been taking
plece in the agricultural sphere, where the family farm is being con-
tinually replaced by capitalist type "factories in the fields" which are
completely entangled in the net of control excercised by finance capital,
eand hence entirely dependent upon the malntenance of general prosperity,
to provide a market, In addition, as a relatively "free" end compet-
4tive ares, agriculture depends 2lso upon direct governmental subsidy
through the price-fixing end crop-limlitation progrems.

The situation in American agriculture is significant, not of
the general success which necessarily attends state intervention in
the economy (which 4p this case 1s derived from the pollitical power of
a small group due to its widespread peographical distribution, and the
over-representation of fermers and rural population in our electaral
system), but of the basic acceptance of the intimate relation between
government policy and economic life, end the transformetion of politi-
cal 1life which this acceptance implies. For if we cannot expect a sud-
den and catastraphic collapse of the economy, we can.Be sure that even
a moderate, limited decline in the economy will praiuce important poll-
tical consequences, It is such & decline 'hat we expect, Particularly
if it should assume a chronic form, the most profound change in the
character of political 1life would occur. With this, it is necessary to
turn to an analysis of the ma2jor political forces in America, always
keeping in mind the basic problems which will be posed by an economic
recession.

For twenty years the Democratic party maintained itself in
power by claiming to stand for the interests of the "little people as
against the selfish and reactlionary interests of big business repre-
scnted by the Republican party. Standing firmly for the maintenance of
capitalism, and defending 1t against both international threats and
attacks by the &merican workers, it nevertheless sought to overcome the
pact flagrant injustices of capitalism as a meens of restoring confi-
dence in a system overcome by depression., Thus it enacted a series of
soc lal welfare measwes, sought and succeeded in harnessing a mili-
tunt labor movement by making 1t a "partner," end campaigned against
esonomic royalists, big busines: and the Republican party. Very early
In 1ts career 1t exhausted the resources of a social reform program
available to a capitalist party, limiting itself henceforth mainly to
appeals to special groups (farmers, Negroes, organized labor) on behalf
of' very limited appeals, but particularly to the deep and widespread
fears of depression and misery which the Republican party was the focus
of, The depth of these fears was proved in 1948 when Truman played upon
them with consumate skill. Fifteen years of war and war-gpending induc-
ed prosperity, together with the inability of the Democratic Perty to
g0 beyond its early program, served both to weaken the basis of 1ts
negative appeal, and dissipate 1ts political capitel as the party of
pPirrogress and social advance.

The election of the ®isenhower Republican administration sig-
nified the restoration of confidence, partioularly by the middle classes,
in the stability of the system, and the political fitnecss of big busie
ness to resume direct control of the state, The administration respond-
ed by Installing a business man's government, rewarding special interests
by a whole series of legislative measures(tax reduction for the rich, :
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give-avay programs for national reé%urces, administrative rulings heme
pering the labor movement, etc.) and otherwise ettempting to give free
sway to 1ts busir~ss supporters. Yet desplto this blatant favoritism,
the significant aspect of the Republicen return to power was that 1t
did not seeck the revocation of any basic New Deal measures, contrary to
the fcnd hopes of 1ts more reactlonory wing, ond in a few insignificant
sectors (minimum wage leglsletion) even presented the appearance of
carrying on a progicem of reform under the slogan of "dynomic conser-
vatiam." In the field of public power, while it gbstained from expand-
ing government owned facilitles, and sought Indirectly to undermine the
position of TVA, 1t g ickly retrested on Dixon~-Yates rather then fight
for the "principle" of free enterprise. Thus, in their cautious end
timi{d way, Eisenhower's policies recognized the extremecly tentative and
hesltant degrere of confidence invested in his party, which publically
admits the degree to which 1ts success depands upon not its program,
but 1ts individual leadenr,

In 1ts fallure to develop the "maximum program" of big busi-
ness (which i1s expounded in the latest report of the Hoover Commission)
the Republican parly has recognized the fact of its tenunus position
as Uide majorlty party (a position reversed only two years later in the
congressional elactions of 1954) but i1t has also revealed its own leck
of confidence iIn the factors which restored it to power, namely the
bazes of the current prosperity. It understends that its tenure depends
upor: the perpetuation of prosperity; even the spector of a depression
i the form of a sharp rise in,unemployment would undercut its political
position. There 1s every indication that the Republican party 1s pre-
paired to undertake maja steps to bolster any economic decline., Thus it
1s prepering a major road building program, talks about expansion of
puhkllc works, etc. In preparing such mezsures, the governmentrecognizes
tiia truth of a leading "elder statesman" that "our way of 1life" could
nct survive elther a war or anoth.r depression. And while such & con-
scinusness cannot prevent the occurance of either, 1t will determine the
approach of the bourgeoisie in the initial stages of a recession.

Government policy in the face of a recession would be influ-
enced not only by domestic oonsiderations of minimizing its social ef-
ferls, but also upon its international political position vis a vis sta-
l:rism, T®ven five million unemployed would constitute a powerful poli-
tical deficlt in America's propaganda in Western Furope and Asia, and
o which would be quickly explolted by native antl-capitalist and
stalinist movements against the United States.

If milltary spending excludes a major collapse, and the gove r-
nient 1s prepared to combat any recession, it does not follow th2t such
? recession can be successfully surmounted, or be accompenied by only
Tinor political consequences. Objectively, eny form of economic inter-
~antlon would be limited by the necessity of not encroaching upon the
fundamentel property rights and interests of the bourgeolsie, It wes
such considerations which limited the New Deal to its largely ineffec-
tual measures, Further, the major steps which the state has at 1ts dis-
nosal involve various forms of financial support to selected areas of
“lie economy, and those create the basis for struggle between those areas
Walch are the direct reciplents of such benefits (eegs 2griculture, con-
sSumer goods industries, etc.) and those which bear the cost in the form
Oof higher taxation, Finally, in the last an2lysis, all such ¥eagurns
depend upon a policy of inflation, which takes place at the expense of
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Pixad income groupm ; und 1in pelotlon to thns working class, servas a6
tho bueis tor indusirial struggles ned otedkea, Under such conditions,
oven witnout 8 severo deprousion, the political cemdlticons of the
1970's would be repreduced. The fmportant fact is thnt betwesn 15%2¢
and the presant time sud siguificant changes have toker: place that
political struaggles take ploce on en entlroly different plane andg,
apound entirely new prcblems. ‘The depression dscade not oriy left 8
deop impression on the peoplo as & whole and the working closs in porie
jcular, but it produced an antirely different ktind of cmscliousness, &n
entirely aifferent labor movement, and & tredicion whilch fifteen years

¢? prosperity hes not eradic&ted’

The Republican victory of 1952 coming 8t the haight of pes tg
wey prosperiiy, reflected the hopes of t:8 middle classes far a stable.
15gation of socisl relations at home, but also for "normelization" of

s ntornationel palations, obove all, for the liquidstlon of the Koreen
war. Insofar &s Eiscnhover hgs-&qtually sorpied o 5 &t least the be=
ginnings of negotiations for ~pedgeful co-cxistence" (over Korea, Indo-
Chinn and now at Genava) he has cgpitalized upon the widesmread deslre
for peace which lice at the basisiof hils personal politieal popularity.
That the Republicen party dces not secure the some Sup ort is & measure
both of 1its division overvforeignfpolicy'(betWeen the Eisenhw or mod- .
erates and its right wing which advocates essecntlally & war poiicy) and
ihe feet that 1t, rather than Eisenhear, is held responsible for eco-~
~omie Aifficulties.’ If the Republlcen partyts victory had been suc-
seeded by & relatively long perilcd of both peace and prosperity, 1t
would undoubtedly have conaolidated 1ts position ac the majority party.
= e minor recession of 1954, havever, Was gufficlert Yo show that
Jeyablicen success rests upon econonic stebiiitv. If the pesent
iwsperity should continue through the 1956 alenticn, another Repube
.7 -an victory would be possible, If, on the other hend, 2 pasumption
A° tis vecession of 1§54 were to ~et in, the roturn of the Democratic
verty to full power would &ppear to be the immedlate consequences.

In contrast to a Republican party victory, the elsction of &
Democratic edministration would merk & swing to the lafi, & riee of '
‘dissetisfaction on the pars of the workers and fear of depression by
the middle classes., 4#s the reflection of such sentiments, & Democratic
victory would mark the beglnning of & new politicsl stage. 1In the first
place it would indicate 8 decline in the atrencth of conservative feel~
ings,an increase of social caisclousness Iin genersl, and the begimnings
of sociel protest in particular. ‘Ths Democpatic party would be the
first beneficiary of eny such loftward awing, not so muich on the bases
of 1ts only slighily more progresaive ProgXan; but because ¢f its tra-
dition as the chompion of the "j1ttle people” ageinst e big business.
In the absence of sny signifi cant alt rnative movement, the Democratic
perty would be the immediate benefic iary of such a leftward swings In
the seccond place, such & deve lopment would bring the exislancas of the
Democratic party itself into quostion, b¥ ravealing its incepaciiy to
solve the country'!s basic socisl preblems, and the clase sntagonisms
which thoy generato. The New Deal perioed eshaustad the rosources of
capitelist reformism, This 1s tho sourcs of 14bererismte curront
iceologlesal fepdals,” ‘The liberal mowe end, which comsilsts of the
inelléctual defenders of tho Kew Dezl, is currenily sngaged in ade
mitbing 1ts lock of any [ OSTRD sufficiont o deal wiih en econonic

crisise.

The programatic erisis of 1iheralism presoges the futurs
political erisiz of the Dewmocretie pordy, sbove all i%s 4nebility %o
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electoral basis. “he decialve political consoquenco
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i3y decodo waa that political 1ife. ingluding the congrnl woriting
clasa or labop movement remiined within the bourgecis p
01rit, expressing itself omly as a Tendency In & capitallist por
T.4s was possibis only bezcuse the grovuth of unior Sen coincided
d before tho limits of the lobor-
v

%
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wich the crisls, vhich was curtalne
gemocratic party sllianse cculd be rovealed.

The Americen working class has participoted 1n the general
fmopevenment 1n the stendard of living,; end has even ralsed 1is rola-

¥

‘+ive posiitica in relation to other sirate of the middle cleasses,
1v pavrtiouler hag thif been true of workers in major industries, orge
swizmed in the trade union movement, As the primery instruments of
sirupgle for drprovemsnt of economic exlstence of the workers, the
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snde anions n ve been and continue to be regarded as the first and
Broacezh Tform of neganizatlon of tite wa king cless, The soclallst
movemens haa always supporied the struggles of the unions ageinst

L empluyava,. viewling the leherr movement as the basile economic orgean-
szawina of the workin - 2iess. Today the trade union movement cau-
not caly a ierge proporbtion of the workers, but commands the
: sapport of the mast aivenced, the most conscious end the moat
itapd ssobtiong of tte proletariat. Socislists, who seek to raise
s working slass to politis al power, view the trade unions &s the
Yaato arens for the Cissemination o socliazllst comsclousness in the
o
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a4t on, apd commanding the allegience of workors of var-
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St uittieek, religicus snd culiural background, cen be the means

ceoitne rlass,  Foe the trade union, as the broedest form of working
H 7.

fot of 40s cwn pover and ot the some time providing the workars
Ctan “hme enTerifrce neteasary fue the class b arrive at a sosiclist

Gansntoasness and socielist convictions.

serring workers into moticon 2g a class, thus instilling 2 conzcicus i

%he trade unions have won basic improvements for the wearkers -

volh omiy 4n sueh hagic flelds as pay end working conditlions, but in
i 2 of jmeater sceisl imporiance.  Thus old age pensions,

Stanbllitr pay, end the abolition of raclel dis~
vaer cbtiined largely as thes result of the pollticel

......

{ecow movement, 85 well as its industrial struggles. .
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AT AN 5 enti-labor legislation such as the Taft-
araley Lh, 1abopr Into en even deeper involvemont in.
f ’E. By . 4 -

£

.3 has been in the form of support to the

trerensingly evident, however, that labor cenncl
N R iatevests or those of the werking class in thisg

P fdemocratle pemty 1t is confror ‘ed on the ome hand by

v wmevna, on the other by 1ts arch opponents in
. woneervatives, On the other hend, as the :
. 1 b Democratic o g ization in the big clties
©oimtor woveus s ia bacoming the primary source of votes.
‘o« Yok s euleularly under the impoet of a recoasion,
S o ooy, uiont progrem capable of defending the stand-
© el nurkers, the labor movement must undertske to

“i22) party, & deovelopmont witnossed decades

ather advenced capitalist country.

-

Thisy {eonn v, a0 ¢ labor party in the Unitaed States woald mark
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a Lremendous politizsl sdvance for tne worikiag elass movemnni, a1
2t the some time cpeun up entialy new possibilities for the mrouih
of the socinlist moevemeni, For wertever its forual pregram, end
vnéer wantever leaderyship it ccoresd, the Tormation of a lebor
paTty would csrveo s a mernas of ,uliticnl education for the workeors
Us preising the cluss svruzggle to the politicnl plave. Uhatever in-
prins he socislist movemen: woulid reccive from an economic crisls,

17 ecwld net expacet to win the supwnert of the generel werking class
Yefnre that cless hed accwmuls ted certein body of experience on the
“artn of 1ta ovn organized politicul development.s” This Is the reason
asrieliscs muut consider &s their wmain political elim the encour-

P}

agemnn’, fesvering end promotion of the idea of a labor party. Vhile,
141 ¢ > her slogsns, the 1des of a lebor party todey remeins primarlly
vreta wndistic in chearacter, 2long with the general socislist program,
30ci21istlsts must be prepered for the opporitunity to meke 1t the main

axls of their political end orgacvizational sasctivity.

Socialists should be preprred to give thelr fullisupport to
a lebor perty, even es they do to the unilons themselves, despite the
non end even anti-socialist program of thease organizaticas. Soclel-
1sts cannot impeose as a condl tlon for thelr support, acceptance of
a socialigt propgrem or sce lalist leadership. The latter can como
ahout only by the activity of sociclists within the labor, and lebar
nolitical movement, on the basis of the proven ~votion of soclalism
to the sdvancement of labor's interests, eand the superiority of a
soccialist 1dnology 2a the best, most advenced and conslstent beasis
for the workers'ts struggle for a better 1life and a world of peace
and security for 211, From this stardpolnt socialists, whiiec giving
thelr complete support to every progressive movement, mist malntaln
their separate identity to the most advenced and consclous elements,
ormulo ting the concreue tosizs pesed by each stags o development, anig
Fighting 6t cach stop fr that rrogram which will advance the movo=
ment in ths direction of a full realization of the socialisti goals

The echieveme nt of soclalism depends upon the political dcvolop~
sat of the working clasa to the point whers 1t has embraced, In its .
major iy, the socialist zim,and is prepared to struggle for 1&, It
zen er1leve this consciovaness, in par’ through the activity of z0¢-
214z =3 within the loboe movement, in part throuzh its experience in
.. 'zht for the astisfaction of its immediate economic and soclal
now.doa  Wven without o perty of its own, the lebor movemesnd 1s an
Shstroment of trownrdcur influencs in advancing the coummciousness of
tiie woerkers. Witk tianing of sugh demsnda as the escalator clause
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produc tivity incressed, ond now the 'principle" of a guarantesd anmazl
wege (which in fact i¢ none of the three), the most advanced sections.

of the trade union movemont have implanted the conception that quest-
jons of broai c-nizl concern sre the legitimate province of the I bor
movelient, end subiscts of collectlive working class action. Trana-
il frow e noprow Pfiald of trede union bargaining with s few
S ‘~id of izbor politics, such issues (guerant-

i 4

oo eoations on to tho flied
g-" “vsane, fuli producticn, ete.) could become issues arcusing the
e . Llevels of cociaty, end the focus of & direct attack upon cap-

1ta ome
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, A majfor Obstnele to the rise or o lubdey porty haz been
eradicated by the werper © the two large lobor federaticns.into a
single ormanisoil only do-s 1t strengthen the 1labor movowent
fo cetfonsive si both ©he econuule oni pollibical plana: by

resving a nalo: Arce o conflict within the Jeboi movement i¢ pore
m. . Shs ccelesconce of mrogressdve tendencisz in Woth the AFL and CIO.
Avrteugn unity was achisvod on the bagls of “frept,ag both industrial
R i unions, the uit mate effect will bs %o give predeminent
we i no the large indus trial type unions whish represent the most
Toarecd farm of union o:;&n1w~ziowq It will aleso lay th» basis for a
E3.0and *nd suscescful struggls against racke teering and vangs*av
€.2u-wr which have Lreuﬁuifunil entrenched themsslves behind the
towanls of the AFL, ?;n&lLy, 1% lays thes baslis for e considerebls
eﬂbshlLﬁﬁ of unioniom in agfic 1t"“p, viilte collav fields end ehwe
ail the South. Uhile Inltially 1% may strengilen the alrecdy stifl Ling
tzadencles toward bureaucrucy *n tne labor movement, 1t will also 1ay
3 basis for a much broader and inclusive struggle ageingt it by
Lringling all ma30r parts of tho labor movement togother under one roof,
(e of the prime tasks of socialists in the labor mbvement will bs %o
particinate 1in ell mcvenents In the lsbor movement which fight for
grealar democracy, widsr rank end file pordticipation, and for an ed-
"~ vanced socilal program,

T The Fight for Demccracy

The concertod attack on dpmocvauiu rights, inltisted by the
gv"ernmeut, promoted by lts poli»e agengy the FBI, and carried iInto

ary fleld of pnbl;b snd private life, h“v becoma the leadiung focature
ri political life In fmsrica, It hag fed on oand exboniad the ot *ﬁ\yhero
Tﬁ social condnvvot&em by meking adherence to ideas and orgunt flona

SRR cu Cb Tegal, ceonomic and sccis ) mnalties. Ths main tar of
L:is staciy, snd the ratisnnls fo infensze, is dsrivaed fror ths
f;gtu oi Lmeriﬂdn jmpericiism against sz“linism, and the polles msne
tallty of the government which can concive of gstalinism only 28 &
ovininal conasplrecy, to be combhatted by polico measures, ‘The employ-

ronk of much means as toyulty programs, s'b"mrs*ne 1lata, anonJ“ons in-
£y rers and a whole se ‘les of othor ant -drmosraiic moasures has

esTeoted not only 1ts main target, but the en uire iiberal, labor and
noctatinlat laft, It facilitated the rise of demozomios like Molarthy
W car.oyed the anti-communist hysteria as 2 vehicle for achieving

Fer o n%i power, 4nd 1t reinforced all reactionary, cconsorva*ive ang
cnz. vanietle tendencies who soupht to identify "eomuniem® with labor,

social reform, and even water flupridation,

The last year, bsginning with the
sesn & serles of victories against the witcl

of cyvrt declaions plscing limits on thﬁ ok
dany rights to individunls accused @ sub
Toan g \f 26 !JOl"‘ ag I’Op“’«"’spn*f; the I‘(‘&c tion of TFaspons 1r

1 Fal

Tine o elemants to the "excessces' of tha witeh-t Jﬁ¥ which it wae ro~
°ir L oL wag undermining both Americals internanl ‘“fuv and har prcpH~
g uslticon in the face of international atalinism. At the same

Uting . i:t" rayresanted no dsclsive deafnny fgﬂ the wiitch-bunit, or for its
RESLEa 100%, The witeh.hunt his esecived Lotn pom - and An tuts
Lovrs .‘mcgc 2t all levols, psa*tlcm.s vly insofar ag 1t 1s ang sonsinud
[T &\J;;cﬂ against the stalinist moveme . Thoe "detent” in civil
Liveriticy, hovever, [ rmits sociollists to fisht for 8 full progrom o
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civil liberties fo all, includlmg stalinists, under far more
foverable conditions and with tho possibility of greater support.

Nnt only because socicli-w %z notning less then the extension

" aseesvaey to scclal s well as political 1life; but elso because

fme wpoawgie for socielism osn be pursued most fruitfully under ccu-
i ivan of free and demoeratic existence, the socialist movement bears:
sopensibility for cosbatting every enti-democratic measure to
ti i of sts ability, Desplte its insignificant slze, it would
© ol Yikely thet, in the face of tho default by officlal liberalism, -
~exdoitn own pertisularty favorable position for undertaking such a '
cernopiie, the Young Socialist League and the political o genization
43 7: Tndeh 15 $8 vlosely assocl ated, the Independent Soclalist League,.
. otether make a significant contribution in this fleld. Thus,

z2s virtory of the ISL in.the Shachtman pessport case represented
. no% only & significent and importent vietory in one area of civil
Liverties, but also has helped in restoring a measure of confildence
29 a1l democratic forces, and instilled a greater willingness to fight -

abe.

tne more flagrent abuse of democracy repres~nted by the witch<hunt,
An even more significant issus 1s raised by the ISL in its fight to
be removed from the "subversive" 1list, slong with its medecessor the
Workers Party, and the Socialist Youth League, one of the two organ- -

jzations which united to form the ¥SL, - o

' i Victory for the ISL in i1ts fight against the 1ist would mean :
-not only an important gein for itself and the YSL which is fraternally
r3lated to it, but a defeat fo the wiltch-hunt itself, 1In part it o
~ xiuld help eal democratic for ces to resain thelr voice on divl liber=-
 tims, end to continue the revivel of interest in the fight for democ=-
+any which begen to revive with the censure of KcCarthy lest year. )
vy socialist movement stands to gain not only the respect and admirae-
ion, but slso the gratitude of every democratic f& ce and orgenizatip
. vsr thls reason, and for others, the YSL must mske every effort to ‘
- -ibiicize, promote and orgenize public suppert foo the fight of the
13140 be removed from the 1list no matter how difficult or lengthy
- thig process may ve. : 3 o T R T

. Vihile the ISL case represents perhaps the main possibility

“he YSL, primarily bscause around this issue 1t cen mobolize sup-
i3+ irom wide end varied sources, it muat also seek other issues fa -
~_+ wguch support can be palned In thse fight for democracy. One
vetontlal f{ssue of this kind, simply because 1+ comstitutes a threat
in whe entire youth of the nation, is the fight against the sys tem of
compulsory military training, or its watered-down version f compul=~
gcry reserve training, This measure would subject every paysically
¢4E wvouth to slx or eight years of part-time military training, in
efAsnion to & periéd of full-time service. . :

Another aree of particular significancs to the ¥YSL 1s tho 7
¢ v1; far academic freedom. In this, a: other domocratic rights, the
v-: w.ccognizZes no exception to the principle thet no discrimination
.31 on political ideas is justified, up to and {including discrim=-
Soabtem against members and sympathizers of tho stalinist movemoent.
"+~ syperience of the witch-hunt hes domons trated, to our satisfactlor
.- i that of offifcial liberalism, tha® the denial of rishts to some
~onalss in the destruction of rights for all,
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The fight fco academic fxrzacm, on tha above Loeig; can
nttract the wide support of studesnts who in this f‘ﬂ*{ nAve on
fmportant role to play in the defense of clvil liberties,

In the figat for ecademic frecdom, as well as c¢ivil libarties
- In general, 1" 18 necessary to note the capltualtion of official
liberaliam G0 the fundamentel hypothesis of the witeh-hunt, oo
position of the YSL iIn favor of the right of stalini«ts to tezch,
allows 1 to eppeal to the widaspread support for democratic rights
which ar foun¢ amcng etud«nts.

: Tha concern of socialists fa‘ aemocratic rights for stelinists
rests upon our. adherence to democracy and not upon &any coumon inter-
ests or agreement with the stalinist movement. The socialist position
tovard the stalinist movement in. the United States flows from cur
analysis of that movement as the political instrument of & tetalitar-
ien and reoctionary regime which has demonstrated ite anti-working
cless character by reducing the workers to the status of industrial
glaves wherever it has achleved political power. ,In the United States

- .8talinism existes as the political extention of those rogimes, It

‘axists 88 a competing tendency in the lebor movement primerily on

the basis of its ability to pmploy the enti-~capitalist eppenl which
stelinism can direct to the ‘working claess., Toward this tendency, how-
ever, socialism can only adopt an attitude of implacalbe hostitity
pxposing stalinlsm fbr the reaotionary and anti-socialist force 1t 18,

' One of the most significant trends of American society which
threstens the security, or infringes on the life of almost every
young person, is the growing militerization of the nation, & %trend
whieh we characterize as the development of a Garrison State. Soc=
ialists oppose the growing influence of the militery over civilian
1lifs, not only bescauvse we reject the ebility of American impericlism
to pursue 2 democratic foreign policy, but also because of the react=-
lonary influence of the milltery machine on social 1ifs.

. . : f

- EDI TORIAL CORRFC TION

The is ue of YSRwhich carripd th@ letter of resiqn& ion of
Robert ITlsen comitted the date the letter was written. Since this
Jﬁ(t r appeared some time after it was submitted, the date was
nsidered an important part of the letter by ite author, who has
askeé that this appear as a correction. The ommitteod date was Juno
wdy 19B%. . > : SN :
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DRAFT TASKS AND ORIFNTATICN of the ¥SL

The Younz Socialist Leacgue 1s the only Awericen youth organi-
zation that speaks out against both Ayerican and Russian imperialism
and for tha Third Camp of peace end socialism. Although there is
1ittle prosnect of & mass radicalisation of Americen youth, the ¥SL,
neverthclase, ¢an increfse its egize and influence fmong those youth
who becare increasingly aware of the dilemmn that capitclism and
stelinism have brought to the entire worlde.

The nm2in task of the vs1, i3 to fully exploit the growing
onportunliy O oxtend its Influence. Today's thin strata of politi-
cally conscious youtl will penatrate deeper and deeper into the
fobric of Aumeriean 1life tomorrow. It is among the younger people
that the ¥YSL must c cncentrate 1ts appeels

OQur generation 1s graoring up under the thrert of a Third World
. Tt can be saild tnat tho pa3t two genezretions have known little
s but war or the threatv of wir. Tme vreparation for war has

ered into every pore 0f Ampricen life ead its conseguences are of
13y Zmportancs.

-

O

The prosperisy of the nipe years slnce the end of World VYar I

o ctill with us, but now 1t i3 “he Permerent “ap Reconomy. 1t is

511 easy to geb Joos when sonooiing is over; the talks ~nome pay 1is

irh cowmpared te Cthse countrtess bul there is an existirg and threa®
ening price %o pay for whis "oroaperity"’ -~ tne draft, UMT and the
constont threat of a wed war. However, the farces of war and
recction have not yei rome jnto full pay ana American youth 1is only
beginning to becors aware of its frture under capitalism. The ecO-
nomic prospecity of the richest and most powerful cepicvnlist country
in the world strongthens the traditional lack of widespread interest
in redical politices or even of politics in general,

The prohlems which confront the socialist movement today are
pore complex end cifficult than those of the Thirtles. Then the
poimary prodlems vere unemployment end wair, the solution was sccialls

am and 1t was uon too A1 fficalt to convince young people of it.
Bocouse of pact failures, the task of the socialist mov7ement end of
the socialist youtn is that muich greater. ihere the interest in
politics does coms forth, it is often in soacch for the guick and
gasy "so}ution“, the elusive megle formula that will provide for a
pecaceful cowexistenice’ of the rival imperialism.

It 1s the task of tho YSL to convince young people of the fut-
111ty of such "solutiong" to their problems, It is to teach them to
go to the roou o ths matter, to convince them that radical politics
are realistic poliftics in a world threatened by destruction and bare
barism and to reiect the politics of the Werackpot realists". It
13 to instill in them a feellng of self-reliance, An understanding
that the way out of the mesent impnsse lies only through thelr
activity, understonding and organization - and ultimately in thelr
devotion to the fieht for gsocialism., There is the need for the
1dcalism of youth, en awereness that the socinlist reorganization of
soclety is the only reclistic hope for a world of peeace and freedom
and the realization that in the labor movement lies the strongest
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force to accomplish this goel, It 1s necessary to point out that
there must be a consistant and cmtinued fight for the preservation
cd extention of our democratic rights 2nd against comprom*sig
~these rights in the interests <7 the fight ngotuat "communism .

- ivd st the szme time, it is inmportant to clearly differecatiate

E oarselves iron the Stalinictie and Stalinlom.

To fac;litate reacning ﬂnese objectives the YSL must grow
*uto en organization that cen take the leadership smong young
‘reople. The devotion t&nd loyalty to the fight for socialism and
. Lo the ¥YSL are prerequisites for our devseloping into en o ganization
“with recognized leadership among radical youth. It is necessary
“t0 develop & leedership within the ¥YSL and to gtimilate maximum
- membership participntion 4n the 4internal life of the ¥YSL, No org-
- anization can function in 2 truly democratic manner without the full
- participation by the rank znd file in its life and activity. A
democratic structure can’ "only lay the necessary foundation, but
- it is the responsibility of the membership as a whole to give this
“lemocracy an Organic chorecter through their participation. The
~°¥SL today is in & position to cerry 1ts program to a greater number
-~ of young people than ever bafore. But to be able to carry on in
" the most effective way, it 1s necessary to develop politically
‘“ateble cadres, 1dealistic and devoted to the caur 3 of socialist
‘fdemocracy-; e T e TG | SRR

B 1) The past year and a half since the founding ‘of the YSL, there
© has not been the revival of political Interest and activity in ths
- arenas of youth esctivity. In general the sltuations ané objective
" circumstances that hold back & revival of the soclalist movewont,
effects the YSL 2nd the Independent Socizlist Movemsnt as well =os
" ‘other radieal and socialist tendencies. The country has passed
from the rocession of lets 1953654, to an unprecedented boom; the
‘war crisis in Indochina end the Formose straits have at lea3u
temporerily suspended leading into the Eig 4 meeting at Geneva; the
power end influince of McCerthy hes recedpd, although Mccarthyism,
"the polities of the witch-hunt remains, and there hes also been a
receding from the heilghts and "excesses" of the anti-democrrtic
trend. However, while national and world situation brozdly limits
what we can do, there, nevertheless, remains considersble areca for
political activity and recruitment= ,

2) The YSL occupies e unique position among r“dic 1]l youth today.»
It is the only socialist youth organization that functions, carries
out activity snd presents itself tohrerican youth, The merger of
the Socialist Youth League and the Young People's Socialist lLeague
wag 2 complate success from every point of view, It halted the
decline in both organizations, and in the period since 1its founding
the YSL has imcrcased its membership and activity., It is not that
the YSL 41s an 211 4nclusive organization, with only 2 vague &nd
nebulcus point of view, and therefore therc is no need for another
socinlist youth organization. It i1s rather & tribute to the strengs
and vitclity of the ideas end politics of our movement and the de-~
votion to the cause of socialism of the membership that has carried
the YSL forward in a period most, if not all, youth organizations
declined., VWhile we recognlze that 1t is a sign of the times when
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only onec QO»ﬂcl)Jt youth orgn an"tﬁon exiats, but 1t also providss
an opportunit: for grecter recrultwent end growth,

3) It is wol vrecognized thot the crisis of the socialist novee
ment is based up*n the objective natur » of the political situction

in which we find ourselves in the Uniltcd States. There is no scction
that has not boen tragically decimated by the loss of members =~nd
failure to recruit. This is “trie both of the revolutionary as well
&8s the reformist tendencies, - it cuts across all political lines.
However, a youth organization does not feel its effects in th~ same
woy and to the seme extent,  The reacson Is to be found In the nature
of youth activity itself, Youth 1s naturally the iderlistic eand
radical in tendency, and not welghted down by the cynicism and de-
featlsm ususlly prevalent among the older gemerations, The effect
of this general fact is to bring a constant Influx of new contacts
4nto the periphory of socinlist youth orgmizations. Therafors, evwen
in those periods of the greatest weight uf unfavorable circumqtunoes,
"a youth organization never loses 1ts crena of activity in quite the
 same way an adult group does, This is true today, especially for a
movement which consciously strives to build a youth group.

*4) ‘The main arena of activity fa the ¥YSL will continue to be
“the campus. It 3s this perspective which has snabled the ¥YSL to
-make the geins of the past period. The founding wnvention of the
"¥YSL did not believe that a periocd of large scale political activity
‘or revival of interest Iin socinlist ideas was in the offering. and
this has proved correcct, Hevertheless, the campus has not been
berren. ind while we do not anticipate a development enabling the
socirlist youth movement to break out of its isclatdon, we do expsct
the campusg to remain the most mesningful arena in terus of activity
and recruitment., Without this orientation, it is 1ikely thet the
;YSL would havs suffered a qerious decline,

5) ‘ In a period when tnpre are narrow restrictioﬁs on the retivity
~and inkluence of the sccislist movmment, they do not affect the
~campus with the ssme intansity. It is one of the few phases in Hmer«
‘4can society where a socialist group can function openly in 1ts ow
neme ond receive & serious eudisnce as legltimate and weaningiul pol-
1tical alternative, 2t least among the politically conscious strate
of stugents, (i ing ¥3L c¢coén ndt fancition onenly in its own name, at
least a seialist clubl or wvovedly radical club is of ten possible,

- {8 en area of ﬁOLitical quiescence. The 1lnst really significant large
scale pelitical motivity 2nd interest occured during the 1948 prose
- Ydentirl campaign. “iﬁcr then there has been & steady decline with
only slight upturnas {or short perlods. The majJor reason for this
~decline has bean and Is the witchehunt « both the efficially govers
nment sponsored v:ﬁiﬁrv inﬁugurated by the raeactionary subversive
‘lis ¢t and the Mc arthy var:et . Students became more interecsted
in their own private cursers snd eschewed contact with socialist
-groups and polltinca in g@mrral. Politics Lecauss it was meaningless
cin thn senso that the world problems wore so large and complex. From
- this llows impotence and Incompetence to achleve a goal
> desirsdle, Although there scems to be easing
iticn !in recent months, it 18 atill too early to
wiil have on ths compus,. 4 slight revival in -
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6)  The campus, hovwsver, along with other areas of American activity,
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" exist or hed the most:tenuou

political intorest does sesem to be likely, however, 17, for nc othor

reason, than the 1956 presidentail campuign, It is bound to cvrente

an oppor tunity to pose our socinlist point of view, to ecriticlic tho

reactionary politics of both the Demcceratic and Mepublicun poariles

- pnd to argue for the mecessity of a labor Party and o domocratic
Toreign policye. oEHRELT e

7y It will remain one of the main tasks of the YSL to councantrite
an re-establishing roots on campus. ‘In the past year and a holf we
“have extended our activities ito colleges were we formerly did not

A ; g of contact. We also managed to con-
“'golidate -some contec iich were on the verge of disappearing. How-
‘ever, our position’is certainly not one where we have stabilized our
nfluence, :‘Totard -this“end y“units should glve special attention to
“the problems faced by ouricempus fractions., This has in the past and
will in the coming period remain, our msin erea of recruitment, dire
. ectly,andJinﬁirectlyéﬁﬁit;iQ§alsofhnpartant that we wcek out younger
‘gtudents to provide # ase of activity when older members graduzte,

8) T It should be -the ‘gbal of-every comrade to participate in the
political 1ife of ‘the campus,  :The orgenization form will hove £
‘depend on the circumstances in“each perticular situation. On a

campus vYhere there exists real tradition of political freedon or at
“naast & toleration of dissident political points of view, it ls no%
cxcluded that, if there are the minimum number of YSIers, & YIS0 cludb
may be organized. However, this will not be the typical situation,
Prp more common will be the opportunity to form a socinlist o sod alil:
fst-orientated club where We can opesnly present our sotialist idens,

A broader group Will provids an arena of activity for thosns students
who are not ready or willing to join 2 socialist organizaticn. Tt is
often through participation in 2 broader crinpus club that we “vrg
able to recruit. In those situations whers the reactionary no
the adainistration or the apathy of the student body is such thng
it would be impossible to fam 2 socizlist-orientated club, ¥SLars
should join such liberal groups, such ns the SDA, if they axist,
The main chbjective is to find or create & political arena in which
to operate. One of the factors limithng our freedom of cheoice

is the smell size of our campus fractions. However, we have

seen examples Where even en isolated menber is able to buila =
periphery, form a socialist club and creete a center of political
activity., The subjective factor of organizotion ability affords

a considerable degree of maneuverability which ean spell the 4iff-
err nce between the campus clyb or an isolated comrade. DBut what-
ever the particular situation, i1t is the responsibility of every
active YSLer to be known as & Third Camp socialist and the most
articulate defender of our democratic rights. :

of

9) The main emphasis of our campus po}itical work centers obout
the struggles over the attacks-on our democratic rights and
against the imperialist politics of both wer blocs., In 2 period
such as the present, when both blocs desire an easing of the
heichts of the war tensions ond a detentc 1In order %o censoli-~
date thasir positions for the next phase of the struggle for world
deminion, we must not relax our political criticlism of the pol-
1tics of tho struggle, We should not fall into the mood cf
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confusion surrounding the talk of peaccful co-existenen and the
feeling of a developing era of good for ling. We would be abandoning
the meaningfulness of our role as sccizllsts 1f we did not point to
the reason for this present resplte, what are the polltics behind 1t
and the fact that it 1is impossible to achisve peace throush the methed
of a deal between the imperislist powsrs, At the same time we must
avold giving the impression that we are critical of the present pericd
because it is an easing of tensions, We must constantly take the lezd
in the advocacy of peace, aspecially in the era of nuclear weapons.
But we must point out that peace ¢an not be achieved through any means,
" We must point out that cnly a truly democratic govermment - working
class government which has broken with bourgeols politics can rally
~ the people all over the world to defeat the twin dengers to poace -
capitalism and Stalinism, - ‘ -

10) In the course of our campus work, one our main tasks is
to attempt to involve broader sections of the student body in politicel
activity. We seek to break out of the isolation of the anti~political
mood and anti-socialist prejudices. Towerd this purpose, we sasek to
Join in united front activities with 1liberal, pacifist and other
socialist tendencies, While there are wilde gulfs of political and
theoretical differences separating us, there are also lmmedizte polit-
ical issues where we are in agreement,

11) The perticuler dituation where this is possible varies,
Such united front activities in no way 1iriply an abandomment of cur
point of view or concessions to opposing tendencies., Rether we attempt
to convince them of the need fa & consiatent and principled defense
of civil liberties, Y¥SLers through their militant position can often
create & periphery on cempus which will lock to the YSL and ¥SLers for
" leadership. We attempt to force the liberals to fight consistently for
their point of view where the results would lead toward a consistently
democratic position, Part of this is connscted to our criticism of
their fallure to tie up the anti~democ *ratic reaction of the post.war
" period with the cold wer itsclf and their tendency to compromise with

reection,

» 12) Y3Lers in their campus activities coms in contact with

. other political tendencles, The ex:ct nature of these groups vary
‘from campus to campus. Today, given the decline of o ganized political
groups, we still seek to enter into united fronts and cooperation with

libersl groups on civil liberties and democratic lssues, ,

Although the Stalinist youth and Stalinist tendencies have
born the heaviest blows in present years, it is not at all unlikely
that they will gain significantly in the coming period  The atmosphere
of a cold war detents, real or apparent, even for a brief period, will
© be conducive to thoir growth., Illusions of peaceful co-sxistence and
an era of cocperation the U°S. and Russia will raturally develep among
those with lzest political experience and the Staliniasts have already
- made a turn in the direction of exploiting this sentiment, To a cer-
tain extent, many who vould naturally tend toward liberal organizations

lapping. It 12 not exeluded that a period of clossr cooperation of
liberal and Stalinist orgenizations may be at hand, especiaslly as tha
Stalinists becoms more "liberalistice" 1In the past we often had to '
_eargue to convincoe the 1libarals that they should defend the Stalinists!
civil rights, now we may be erguing against united front cocoperation
between the two terdencies. ' - 463

S —

<

will be attracted into the Stalinist periphery or there may be &n over-
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- ‘ 13) While we call fo united fronts wlth liberal groups,

' this atbisude does not exiv d to Stalinlst groaups. We do not call
for united fronts with the Y. or Stalialist-conirolled o ganizatloms.
Rather we seek to isolate them politically snd organizatlionally. The
Staliniszta have suffered the same'set-backs experienced by other
groupe. Bttt compa“ed to ¢ her orgenized bendeuncies, thay . atlll re-
main a maJor force., Rerely will we find a I.NL, YPA or a Marzist Study
- group; iasvead Luey witl aterpt to form a ‘peas o committee or a gmup
o organized around spod‘ftc issues.ﬂ While the Stalinisis way have &
periphery of "innocents" ““those with Stalinoid attiitudes our basic

position remains unchanaaao‘ “This does not mean that we abandon this

re riphery to the Stalinists for ‘they are often the same group we
attempt to recruit. Ve seek to win them eway through polltical dis-
~cusslon and by demonstratxrg in action that we are the most militant

- and consistant partisans of paace and domooracye

o 14) While liberalq are the defpndprs of the 1mp9r1alist
policies of one side in the cold war, and the Stalinlsts of the giher,
4t does not follow that we adopt the same attitude toward both. { To '
call for united_fronts with the Stalinists would be campromising with
totalitarienism,] The liberals when they enter into a particular action
to protest the firing of a teacher, Join an anti-ROTC campalgn or :
cppose the sending of U.S. troops to Indo-China, it doss not have e
the same meraning and consequences as when the Stalinlsts propose the
guma thing. The liberel 1s opposing & particular action of the ccld
va» policies at home or abroad from whaet 4s objectively a democratic
pcaition, and not fram the point of view cf defending or Justifylng
e tostalitarien force., It is a step tcward our point of view or it
15 a step we can support because if carried to its logical conclusidn
£t would lead closer to our position -~ for civil liberties and & den-
osratic foreign poiicy., Notso with the Stalinists, The objective
meaning and conssquence of their actions 1aaia to or is part of the i

"support of the Staliniat campe.

15) There are many times, however,when liberals insist that
the Stalinist be included in a united front, often out of the mistaken
rovion that 1t 1is undemocratic to exclude anybody, This may be a
greater '1ho‘1rood in the present sitiation vhere the Stalinists have
rsineerd their "progrem" to the ebsolute minimum - tpeace¥, Vhere ihis
i3 tha cese we do not isolate ourselves by refusing to participate 1n
tn= action. We have the responsibility of purticipating in the united
front which includes the Stalinists to advance the particular action
anﬁ to educate libersels to the need of operating without cooperating
with Stalinism, e should raise political criteria such as opposition
t> totalitarien regimes,in both Yascist Spain or in itussim - in the
attempt to exclude the Stalinists. Often this will be sufficient to
foree the Stalinists to exclude themselves, However, it is not ruled
ot that we move €2 expell a ©talinist organization from e united
front under circumstences where their presence would perilously com-
promiss the oblectives of the particular cempaign or action. Vhile
we de not propose cooperation with the Stalinists, we, nevertheless
def=nd tholr of vil liberties, The attack aga nst them 1s carried out
ar pert of the attack against radical and democratic ldeas. Ve defend
w13 “lrht of the Stelinists to advocate theilr ledeacs end atiack the
rezgtionary forces subverting our democ“atlc rights. R

16) Vhile the gpnqral etudant oriﬂntation must continve, it
. 5‘;{7‘. el
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is 1nportnrﬁ %o rommnbor thot bullding o studemt Y3l movermomt is not an ord in
itsolfe Tho YSL non beooro a ulyniLiC“Yt youth organizetion only if it dovclaps
»

a _“o!ctorlan basise It is tho :-osert task of the Y3L to dovalop and oducato
s fficicrt noawrbors to wrovide a cadre for o workliog eluss youth movonort, Bub it
i~ importart te romonber thob ths continucd vitelity of the YSL wnd its predooe

wesor organizetion is due to the cwmpuu Jriuru*tian.

17) 1t is nocessary to preparo for a time mhen YSLers loava schwm 1
by eneourasing individual and group sreparation for gn irdustrigl occoupation, and
swablo the YSL to participate in the iife of working class youthe This doss not
mean that tle ¥YSL should abandon its exznmpus work and progare to go into tho shop, |
bt rather thot we should simultansously crgage in indvstrial training and ancourage
YoLers Yo le arn an industriul slill and sesk emplaynent in a union shope

18) The Y3L has eutabl;abed the Young Sooialist Review, a conbina=
tion discussion bulletin ard magazine. lowever, it has not played ths role in
the YSL's political life that it shoulds It has apreared too lnfrequently, priw
narily due to the laok of matoriale Iiembers should be encouraged to write articles
ou zoreral political topics as wsll as dlscussimg the problems of youth sud the
vouth movements. The froqueno,,r of epposarance and the nuturs of tho artioles in
the YSR are an important imlex Yo the vitallty of political disowssion in the
organizetione :

x19) Our veeklj publication, the Youryg Sooialist Ghal}ange, appe&ring
as part of Labor Action, is e real accmsplishront since our fourding convention.
& weekly organ plays an Inmportent eduoaticnal and agltational role in bringing Hhe
YSL to larger groups of youthe However, there is moad for wider dlstribubion of
our piress anml the failure to do so will not bs ocausod by ury short supply of
Challengo. :

20) Thers is tho raod to oducate the wembership in both the theory
and polities of thy socislisht movenonte Tha UAC afiar our founding oorventiosn set
itself tho task of writlng e serics of educations]l pamphlets amd study oubiiree,
.This has not been doms but the wesd ronmains. I% should ve ths task of the income
‘dng TWAC Yo set up an educatlonal committec to oarry out this job.

2l) Inside of the limitations of the osjﬁctivs situetion wo rocoge
nize that we havs not fully expioitad our potentialities for growthe A groat part
of ths reason is the size of the YS8i which limits our sbility to utilize or avsen
meko conbact with many aress or campuseae In the past yoar end a helf, %o the
oxtont that we wovs able %o sord oub tours, they wors succosmzful. It should be
our aim to ssrd ovt as meny bours as possibles A tour or a visit by a ¥Yilar from
one of our largor units oftsu sarves as a morale boostsr to an isolated momber or

sympathizeyr, erd if follswd up can- result in veoruxtmenﬁ.

, e2) Vhile attending YL maetings iz an important funﬂtxon of
membarship, each monber should participete in at least ors oubside aotivity. It
can be a cumpus club, a t¥edo union, a liberal organization or a WAACP chaptevs
For those nembers who have lsft campus, are unable to function ih the st Sudent
movement, The YSL should ettempt to direot them inbe activity in othor politiocal
end s“c1al arcas in whioch youth apd young edults can be reachsd. Such arsas ers
to bo fouxd in unions, civil libertios and liberal orgenizations, community servios,
fraternal and socinl orgenizabions. Ve nust, of course, draw tho line betwson
sproading ourszlves cut t20 thin GVGertare resulting in the inability to oconcorbmte
. &an effeobive groupal mombers anywhere, and mors intornal furetioning, Bubt at tie
same time, ws bavo to build a veriphery for tle YSLe therover we do funotion, ¥SLers

4u5



heve to dovolop a recruitmont comsciousnesse Thers is a srecial meod to reorunit
younger membors who will form tho ocadrss tomorrowe To the extent that we reoruit,
tlion to that extont we broak out of our isoletion, and providd the basis for
further grovwithe :

. ‘every wsekl

THE ¥Y5L S UM M¥®™R CAMP

Sodialist speekers -and trade unionists on domastlc and internationcl
politics end the labor movement! At Genoe City, Wisconsin, Sep't 611
 YSL c/o Meler, 5426 Karylsnd, Chicago 15, Ill,

I want information . ’ ) ' -
I want to register _  #5 cenclosed ____ (depesit) bill me __

(The cost is $5./day) - Name

. ;.ﬂddress

466



-19.

AMENDIMENT TO NAC DRAFT RE3OLUTICH ON YSL-ISL RELATICNSHIPS
by LOS ANGELES YSL .

1. In the last paragraph, section I, after the words "member-
.ship in the YSL." insert: The YSL(particularly)welcomes to
membership without discrimination, members of the Socialist

: : X7 1
Party and 8001311§t Workers Party. . = “{{\¢( b s ol

. b L ¢ (SR ‘1 ¢ O fon Sl

2. In paragraph A, section II, second line, strike €he Words
Third Camp. :

FOR A CONSISTENT ATTITUDE TOWARD DUAL MEMBERSHIPi:}
4

(8tatement in favor of the accompanying amendment)

From its beginhing in 1954, the YSL has faced the problem
of members who are also members of other socialist organizat-
ijons, specifically organizations other than the ISL. Because
one of the organizations which united to form the Young
Socialist League had been the youth section of the Socialist
Party, the YSL had, at its birth, members who retained SP
membership after the unity, convention. Presumbably some of
these persons are still members of the SP.

The existence of a few SP members in its ranks presented no
difficulties and provoked no controversy in the YSL., No object-
jon was raised when YSL units in California repeatedly appealed
to the Socialist Farty youth in that area to unite with the Y SL
without necessarily giving up their SP membership. The SP is no
serious problem primarily because of the loose organization and
lack of a meaningful program- which could be counterposed to
that of the YSL. Furthermore, any SP member who joined the YSL
would be likely to agree with the YISL on political questions
more than with the SF. :

The issue of dual membership was raised concretely by the
existence of a group of members of sympathizers of the Socialist
Workers Party in the Chicaro unit. This situation precipitated
at least one crisis in the Chicago YSL and controversy in the
YSL nationally. Dual membership with the SWP was a different
issue from that of SP membership because the SWP could be
expected to form a fraction in the ¥SL and to be more aggressive
both organizuationally and politically.

After considerable alarm and confusion, the YSL National
Action Committee affirmed the principle that membership in the
YSL and the SWP were not necessarily incompatible. But neither
the NAC nor the Chicago unit has followed this principle con-
sistently. They have continually tried to force on the SWP
group a kind of "second-class citizenship" in the YSL. The fact
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that the YSL has had no defined attitude toward dual member-
ship is partly responsible for the contradiction.

THE CASE FOR DUAL MEMBERSHIP

In the NAC resolution as amended we intend strongly to
affirm the admissability of desirability of dual membership.
By broadening the membership, even if only in one or two units,
we can make a reality of the YSL's claim to be the organization
of all socialist youth. The YSL has a pewerful weapon to
dissuade other socialist organizations from establishing com-
peting youth groups, and an even more powerful attraction to
those socialistically-inclined youth who are bewildered by the
existence of several competing sects, but who, without yet
making a final decision on difficult theoretical issues, can
join a broad youth organization which asas no specific theoret-
ical comittments.

In ordinary campus or industrial fraction work, there is no
reason why the existence of dual members in more than one
organization should cripple YSL activity any more than the YSL's
existing internal differences now do.

The existence of diverse tendencies in the YSL should serve
to stimulate political discussion and education, which are at
best badly neglected, and often treated with contempt in hoth
the SP and the SWP., We have no intention of making the-YSL
primarily an arena of struggle hetween the ISL and SWP, for
instance. We feel, however, that there is little danger from
this source. The normal proceduzmes of democracy and discipléne
provide adequate protection from deliberate disrupters, and the
superior programmatic and theoretical equipment of the Third
Camp majority in the YSL can cop=® with any political problem
which may be raised.

THE RECORD OF THE HAC

Reading the NAC draft resolution on YSL-ISL relationships
would lead one to believe that the Committee accepted the
attitude oubtlined ahove. Special attention should be paid to the
last vparagraphs of secticns I and II of the resolution. What
makes one suspicious is not the content of the resolution, hut
the fact that the NAC passed it unanimously. This is the same
committee which:

(a) instructed the Berkeley unit of the YSL to cease negot-
jations with the local SWF branch in which the unit proposed
that the SWP send its youth in the YSL (2-10-55).
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(b) implicitly endorsed tha attitude of the Chicago unit
which hypocritically censured three comrades for concealing
their membership in the SWP (5-2R-55). Hypocriticallv because
no body of the YSL has ever required ISL members to reveal
their membership. The main reason why it has not is absolutely
correct, and Jjust as applicable to the SWP as to the ISL; the
YSL is a broader organization than either the ISL or SWP and
presumably more accessible to the police; it furthermore does
not expect as high standards of discretion from its memters.,
The ISL and SWP are on the "list™; the YSL is not.)

(8) ir criticizing comrades Scott Arden and Pat M. for not
revealing the 3WF affiliations of other YSL members, established
the outrageous principle that YSL members must "expose™ members
of other organizations in the YSI (5-11-55). (One can imagine
the uproar if I were to "expose" all the ISL membhers I knew
about! Comrade Arden was correct in his first reaction: If a
comrade has a responsibility to another organization, e.g. the
ISL, to report on the activities of its rivals in the YSL, that
is a matter between him and the ISL, but so long as the SWP is
not a rival of the YSL, the latter cannot require it of him any
more than it can require him to report on the activities of a
minority tendency in the YSL.)

At least one member of the NAC (Morse), who presumably voted
for the draft re:olution, wanted to present an ultimatum:
"Either justify in political debate continued membership in the
SWP or resign from it. If they will do neither then they should
be brought up on charges, for expulsion™ (5-17-55).

If the SWP group, as has been alleged, scrupulously avoids
political debate, and refuses to defend its position, then it
deserves every rheborical device which expladits this fact,
every political accusation which goes unanswered, and the con-
tempt of its opponents. But this kind of political incompetence
or irresponsibility is not a crime against the YSL, but only =
against the guilty tendency itself. No one in the YSL has pro-
posed to discipline anyone else who refused to defend his pol=-
itical position of his affiliations, and we can all think of
several others who are subject to the same accusation.

WHY DILETE THE WORD THIRD CAMP?

The inference of the words Third Camp in Sec. II, paragraph
A i3 to make adherence to the idea of the Third Camp, a condit-
ion for menbership. The only recuirement for membership (other
than paying necessary dues and asszssments) has been and is
agreement with the objective of socialism. There is no contra-
diction between this simple reouirement and the YSL's character
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as a Third Camp organization. Leaving the membership reghire-
ments simple allows the unsophisticated young socialist to
complete his political development inside the YSL, rather than

exclusing him until he has assimilated the entire Y3L program
(or drifted off to the Stalinists, etc.).

A, Tussing
(Los Angeles)

The sense of this resolution endorsed unaninously by the
Los Ang=les unit.
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NAC Action on Resolutions on International Question

The National Aotion Committeo at its meeting of August 15, 1955 acted
on the three resolutions on the Irnternational Question, the ones proposed by
comrades Harrington, Martin and Shane, The resolutions proposed by Harrington
and Hartin eprear in this issus of YSRe Comrade Shanes dooument was published
in YSR' Vol 2. NO. 2.

The resolution proposed by Martin was adopted, with certain amendments
vhich asncar below, by a majority of ths MNAC consisting of comrades Jackson,
Martin, Taylor and Redetsky (with NEC Alternate Harris, concurringe The Hartih
resolution, as ammended, will therefore be proposed to the convontion as the
Draft Resolution of the NAC majoritye Comrades Harrington and Shens will
propose their respective resolutions,

Ammendrients to Hartin Resolution Adopted by NAC Hajority

le Paragraph 9 on page 2l ¢ Strike the clause beginning, on lins 2 with
"primarily the oontradiction"” and ending on lines 6 and 7 with "to an oxtreme
degree," The first sentonce of this paragraph thereforse now readss "As a
result of the orises engendered by the contradictions of Stalinist socliety
the drives to imperialism are built in features in the systems"

2, Paragraph 18 on page 26 : Add "if it breaks out" on line 1, following
"The Third World War" and precesding "will contain featurese.."

3¢ Paregraph 25 on page 28 : Strike the entire paragrarh and substitute the
followinz: In recent years there has been little growth of an orgenized,
politically oonscious Third Camp movemente Thore has been a significant

inoreasex in an unformulated antie-war sentiment throughout the world,

exprossing itself inthe parties of all classes and, moro often than not,

teking a neutralist tonee This phenomena e referred to by the leaders of the

two war blooks as "world public opinion" = has clearly played a role in moving the
bip, povieres to negotiations o Vhore this antiewar sentiment is not articulated
politically and remains a mood, albeit a neutralist mood, it exhibits a

positive cha racters Though illusary in certain aspeots, this sentiment
provides an arera for Third Camp ideas and agitations 1In so much as

it usually represonts e break from both war oamps, it is a step in the
direction of' a Third Camp attitudes The neutralist tendency, however, contains
many dangers and illusions which have to be combatted if the progressive
signifioance of the neutralist movement is to be realizad and is to advance

to a full Third Camp position, Coexistence ideas and notions that the solue
tion &x lies in neutrelity between the two imperialist camps, as differe
entiated from the Third Camp struggle against both imperialisms, are reactionarye
So, also, is the conoiliationism towards Stalinism to be found in neutralisme

The destruction of sush illusions 1is the task of tho revolutionistss"

Paragraph 38 on page 31 : Add "and new exploititive rube " to the end of the
first sontence on line 5,

Parazraph 51 on page 33: Strike "illusion" in lino ! end substitute "assertion".
Also add "is false” to she end of the first sentence in line 3.

Peragraph 56 on page 3Lt Strike “"oooupy" in line 3 and substitute " sieze".

end of amondments 47/
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Draft Resolution on the International Question

(1) Tho basic factor which hes dominated the intornational arena since tho
erd of tho Socond World “er resides in the oold war strugglo betwoen the oamp
of oapitalist inmerialism headed by the United Stetes and the oamp of totalit-
arian Stalinism healzd by Russia, Tho rivelry of these two imperialisms, which
have during the past decad. produced sevoral "smell" wars and which threotons all
of manlzind with the dreadod disaster ol a third, atomic world holocaust, began
immediately aftor tho Second Vorld Viar, or more accuratoly, during the war itself,
without a period of "peacoful sbabilization" and peace illusions as an intorludes
The two big -owers began ot onoe to jocky for allies ard positions and producod
e sories of war orises as each mobilized or endeevorod to mobilize uncommitted
nations and pooples behind itsd&df and organized its economy and military machine
for the wviare

(2) Russia brought oll of the peonles and nations of Bastern Hurope as far
vest as the Zlhe under its imperiel heel and, with the exception of Tito's
Yugoslavia which defeoted in 1948, consolidated its empire throughout this
ereae In /isia the Stalinist parties bid for powerx in a series of countries,
and svoocoeded in establishing their regimes in northern Vietnem, and more
important, in Chinae The United States, the solo important caritalist power,
establishos its imperialist overlordship over tha rost of the capitalist
world based on the economioc subordination of vestern Surope and sections
of Asia to itself and upon the construotion of a capitalist military ocamp
under its leadership end hegemonye

(3) Tho working classos of Zurope and the colonial masses have demonstrated
time and againduring the ten years since 19l5 their will and desire to struggle
axd have made cloar their profound wishes for a world of peace, frecdom and
plentys In a sories of strugzles ranging from the viotory of the British Labor
Party and the goneral and political strikes on the Contirent in tho first
few yeras {ollowing orld -ar II to tho strusglos for national indepondence in
the colonial countries to the recent economic struggles in France and the polite-
i0al bottlos in fast end Yest Germany = the historic June, 1953 uprising of
the Zast Gorman workers azainst the Russian quisling regime and the strug;les
of the Vlest Corman workers against the integration of Vestern Gormany into
tho American military bloc - the masses of tho world have manifosted their
fighting spirite Above all, in one form or another the peoples kxxx of the
world have mede abundently ovident their rovulsion against the threatensd war
and their desire to prevent ile

(4) The aspirations and strussles of the workers are, however
disoriented and vitiated by the development of new trends in
capitalism and by the rise of a new factor , Kussian bureaucratic
coliectivisnm,. to the status of a contendor for world dominatior.
In most of the world the strussle for socialism is no longzer one
of proletariatx versus bourzeoisie but rather a three-sidcd struz-
azle in which the workers are ranged against two class encmies who
are 2130 thc enemies of each other. The problem is complicated
by the fact that 3talinism, which in 1its own richt is a bitter
opponent ofl capitalism and capitalist imperialism, fraudulently
appears or attcmptd to apsear as the personification gf socialisn,
or as a road to it, and on the basis of 1ts false claim to b@
socialist and its authentic anti-capitalism appeals to and wins
the sup.oort of masses of workers in Europe and millions of Yor¥ers
and peasants in Asia. Sections of the woriing class regard atg;in—
ism either as gSocialism or as an ally in the fight for socialism
and zlso as an ally agalnst the wars 47 2-



=2 e

(5) Other sections of the workxing class regard American
capitalism as 1its ally and defender against Stalinism. In add-
ition, the micht of the two impecrialist super-powers and the
fears engendered by the spectre of atomic warfare tend to instilll
feelings of impotecnce in the masses. And still further, each stage
of the cold war, including the current detante, crecates fresh
disorienting problems and sows 1illusions about the need for and
methods of struzzrle,

(6) A clecar understandin~ of the new phenomena in the world,
particularly of Stalinism, 1is egsential for the correct orientat-
ion of socialism towards the problems of our time., Upon such an
understanding are the politics of the Young Soclalist League
and 1ts Third Camp struggle agalnst vWashinzton ahd Moscow and
against the war based.

Stalinism

(7) 4s a result of the backwardness of Russia, the hardships
and privations it endurcd during the post-revolutionary -days, and
above all, because of the fallure of tne west European working
classes to establish theilr power in western kurope, the Russian
workers were unablce to maintaln the powere they had established
in the 1917 revolution for more than a few years. At the same time
the Russian bourzeoisie was: incapable of restoring capitalism to
Russiae. & nev social force, the bureaucrocy, stepped in, there-
fore, on the basis of the degeneration of the Russian fevolution,
and recrganized society on a new basise. It destroyed all of the
gains of the Russian Sevolution, physically liquidated tens and
tens of thousands of revolutionists, destroyed all working class
orsanizations, wiped out all aspects of democracy and instituted
its own totalitarian power.

(8) A new socinl system, bureaucratic collectivism, in which
the means of production are owned collectively by the ruling
class, the bureaumcracy, throuch its monopoly of state powergx,
came into existence. The view that Stalinist Russia is some kind
of workers statc, albeit deZenerated is totally false; havinz been
decisively proven to be so by the developnents of the last fifteen
yearse. The samc is equally true of the ldea that Russia 1s some |
form of capitalist society. The new soclal system existing in the
Stalinist countries is profoundly reactionary, exploitative %o
a degree unknown even under capitalism, and contains, like 2all
exploitative class society, contradictions which create the
basis for the destruction of the system by the mas3ses.

(9) As a result of the crises engendered by the contradictions
of Stalinist society, primarily the contradiction betwecn the
statified naturc of the economy and the soclal planning gf the
cconomy neccesitated, on the one hand, and the totallitarian
political structure of the society, a structure necessary to 1it,
which makes all planning inevitably bureacratic to an extreme
dezree, the drives to imperlalism are built in features in the
systeme Russian imperialism has amnased a vast cmpire since
the end of the Second #World «ar and has emerged as a 1ead}ng
imperialist powerz. In all the nations which it holds sprgct
Russia has destrbyed capitalisy ruke and capitalism, substitut-
ing the burcaucratic soclal system therefore,,and has at the
sane time enslaved the workers,. 4_73
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(10) Stalirnisw converted thGEEOmmunist Farties in all countries,
and withour exception,into instruments of the Russian ruling class,
servinz the needs and aims of the Russian bureaucracy. The Stazlinist
Yarties in all countrics are working class partices in no sensce what-
soever. They are within the labor movcument but not of 1t; Stalinism
is an alien clas3 force opcrating within the proletariat. At the
sone time as they ojperate as adjuncts of the aremlin foreignn
office, the Stalinist rarties are ultimately contenders for state
powerx in their couniries; they aim at establishing bureaucratic
collectivism with thce native Stalinist bureaucracy as the ruling
class,

(11) 3ince the death of Stalin there set in a policy of
liberalization in Russia, a turn towards some appeasement of the
massese Yro-stalinist apologists of all hues attampted to marnify
the range and significance of these changes and a growth of the
false theory of the possible democratization of the regime occur-
rede The rumcred "curbing of the GEU" and "rise of the army to
powerz" werc amon: the frgoudulent claims advanced as examples
of significant change in Stalinist Russiae. Neither of these events
has any basis in reality. The GFU was never an independent factor
in Russian political life; it was and remnahhs under the control
of the central Stalinist bureaucracy which usesg it to defend tne
buregucracy’s rule zzainst the masses. Likewise, while the state
attempts to-use the popularity of some of the #rmy commanders
to enhance its prestige with the masses, fhe Army remains under
control of the bureaucracy whose instrument it is.

/ (12) That some concessions have been made to tl - masses 1n
the past few years is a facte. In response to the continuing
asricultural crisis, the need of thie lower burcacracy for a
"et-up" and the passive opposition of the masses, the dremlin
was ferced to make concessions to the peasantry, abandon the
policy of suger-collectivization, and begin a freater emibhasis
on the preoduction of consumer goods. These concessions at honme
have been accompanied by a modification of foreign policye

Anerican Capitalisn

(13) The United Statcs emerged from the Second #orld War
as the sole stoble, important capitalist nation. Durinz the war
iteclf it alrcedy moved towards replacing 1its allies, primarily.
Britain, in many arcas previously within their imperialist domaine
In-so-Tar as amcrican imperialism exercises control in a different
fashion from carlier cayitalist imperialism, muxy 1t attampts
to pose as a non-imperialist nation. America nced not“and does
not, in most cases need to take away the "sovereignty” of the
nations and peoples under its domination; 1ts superior economlc
situation combined with the total bankruptcy of the capitalisy
system in all arecas of the world 1s enouzh to create the
subordination to washinston. In addition, the theat from
nmoscow drives the nations of Western Europe into the arms o;
that imperialism which at least props up its system and ruling
Tlass.

(14) Not that the United Staes is unwilling to take a hand
in the direct overthrow of regimes which asscrt any real ind-
epcendence from it. The recent outrageoud cxample of Guatamala

.. proveg the contrary to be truee. There the Unitcd States blatently

474



26w

intervened and participated in the overthrow of a democraticly
elected regime by force and violence, and established a recaction-
ary repime in 1ts place which lmmeddiately procceded to wipe out
democracy and the trade unions and to restore to the old land-
owners those lands which had been distributed to the peasantrye.

(15) The Guotamala pattern, however, is rare, for in the
current cituation its use is not necessary, just as the direct
colony-"umother country" relationship which pertained betwcen
India and Britain prior to India's winning its independence, and
which pertcins between the United Staes and Puerto Rico is not
necessary, and indeed in most cases 1s undesircable, for Amer-
ican imperialism, The relation is one of vassel to lord: the
capitalist world is a heirarchy under the military and econonic
overdordship of Washinston in a system of mutual but unsgual
oblizations with the dominant imperialism of the United States
skimming the crealles

(16) As part of its cold war struggie against Moscow, America
organizes 1its vassels into various military alliances and upon
these it bases its sole hope for victory 1in the war. Reluctantly
the other couhtries of the capitalist world take thelir place
in the American military structures. Concomittantly the U3;Se Props
up every reactionary rezime 'in the world under its hegemony, DProps
and bases itself upon the Franco's, Syzmnan Rhece's, Chiang s, etCs
In Zurope its allies are the reactionary forces represented by
the Catholic parties, whose powerx 1t reenforcess and bolsters.
The United States is unable to attempt to wage political warfare
asainst Stalinism; nowhere can a porular democratic movenment be
found among its allies. It can and does only lean upon and sup-ort
the most discredited reactionary social forces and movements.

Tnis is neither accidental nor do to stupidity. The masses every-
where are fel up with cagitalism and capitalist imperialicme The
United 3tate3 cannot apreal to them because 1t3 aims and poals
are precisely the maintainence of capitalism. The United States
cannot supgort those forces which are as much antithetical to
capitalisu and capitalist imperialism as Stalinism is, and which
indeed are even more sO. Stalinism, on the otherhand, because 1t
is anti-capitalist, can wage a political appeal to the miliions
who zre fcd uvp with capitalist tyrrany and do not yet know the
nature of 3talinist tyrrany as well as they do the system which
has lived on thcir backs for centuries.

(17) Hand in hand with the building of vast military mach;nes,
NATO, SzaATO, etc, the establishment of far-flunz bases and malpt-
cinance of troops in all parts of the world, have gone, as their
domestic coralary, the bureaucratization and militarization of
the economy, the creation of a Permanant “ar Economy and the
Garrison State and the withhhunt assualt on democratic rishts.

World wWwar III And Socialist Policy

(18) The Third vorld Jaor will contain features entirely or
partly absent from its two predccessorse The first and perhaps
most important of these resides in the fact TMYX that it will
be a strus:le between two different and antagonistic social
systems. The victory of Russia will spell the destruction of
. capitalism and ito repleoccment with bureaucratic collectiviom,
. and cenversly, the victory of Amcrica will mecan the destructloﬁ¢7q;
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of burcaucratic collectivism. That neither of these exploitative
systems are viable in the long-run and that the masses would cont-
inve to struz;;le against Wthh ever wag the victor, until all

exploltative socicty had been vanqui shed, should not abscurc
this facte.

(19) The aim and direction of .the strugsle on both sides
is for the domination of the whole world, includlnx the leading
nations of the world. Not merely the colonial and undordeveloaec
arca of the world will be deprived of national soverelignty and
redivided but all of the advanced nations of the world, other
than the victor, as well, This aspect is the result of the balance
of forces in the world, that is, of the fact that to defeat the
other side, cachmust bring the whole world underits sway, and,
most lmportant of the SOCiul system antagonism factor in the
strugole.

(20) The existence of weopens of destruction which carry
the potentiality for destroying civilization, or at least of
wrcaking mes3 slaugshter and destruction of the productive forces
on a stagsering scale, one not herctofore unimaginable in the

xperience of mankinde. To base oneself on the hope that the

two sides will not use the A and H Bombs . is utterly utoPLan.

e e+ e

(21) These new factors reinforce the opposition of the Y3L
to the Third World iare. The ¥YSL is unalterably op_.osed to the
wz plans, war drives and war aims of both imperialist campse It
cails for fhe Third Canp struzgsle of the international proletariat
an& colonial pecples against both Washington and Moscows. Only such
a strusisle opens vp the road to the solution of all soclal questions
w1uaout war 4o ohe bitter ( atomic ) end.

(22) Should the Third Camp strugrle of the people be unable
to prcvent the cuthreak of the Third world war, the YSL will
continve to op»uve American imperialism in the war period, as 1t
does in the pre-vae perlod. It will urge the workers to continue
their class struggles and will urge the workers bo Outdbliuh
their power ancd taxke coummand of the natione.Only 2 workers'
government cou;d replace Amcrica's reactionsyy aims in such a war
with a prozress vc, democratic policy, thereby shorteninz the
wor and before gtcaic enhilistion by blowing up the Rue sian empire
frowm witaln, jqqt a3 only in the sre-ver period, only e democratic
policy can explode 3talinism from within and prevent a war:>

(23) In pursuing the class struscle and in firchting for &
workecrs' sovernment the revolutionists, necdless to say, do soO
only with the¢ aim of securing the victory of the workers and not
ior the purpose of aidins woscow and conduct their gtrurzles
in accordsnce witia this aim. In this, a3 in 211 oth¢r matters,
tiicy are clearly distin-uished from the Stalinists.

, The Third Camp

(24) The sunmary formulation "Third Camp" points tothe kecy 1dea
of the ¥YSL position on the war. Negatively, it means . opposition
to both impcrizlist war campse. On the positive side, it refers to
the existence of a third social force in the world, the working

- +¢lass and colonial peoples, whose intercats and needs are not 476
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represented by capitallsm or Stalinism, It points to the necessity
for a working class struzzle against capltalism and Stalinism and
for soclallsm and therefore to the crcation of a labor and sociale-
ist movement to conduct that struggle.

. 4

Lﬁ (25) Third Camp tendencics exist throughout the world, but arc
unorganized, dasorlented and politivally confused. Millions grope
for,a way out of the blind ally of the cold war and look for a

way to opgsose both systems and both blocks. These tendencies
operate under many illusions and frequently take reactionary forms,
"neutralism" being one amonz others.

(26} The Third Camp struggle is a strugrle for the most
consistent and far-reaching program of democratic demands. The
emphasis on democracy which must be made 1s not accidental, for
today, more than ever, the struggle for democracy is the key to
the strugzle for soclalism, The fight for democracy, a consistent
thoroughzoling democracy leads to the fight for socialism, for
only soclalism 1is capable of reallzing the democratic demands of
the masses. To the solution of international questions by
imperlallst war which Moscow and Washington pose, the YSL
counterposes a political program of democracy and socialism
almed agalnst all reaction. To those who correctly desire to
struggle against Stalinism and today can see only relying on
the milltary power of American imperialism, $he ¥SL points to
democratic political program of struggle as the only road of
deisating Stalinism without atomlec war. For the American labor
wovement we propose a democratic foreign policy as an alternative
« the self-defecatling sabro-rattling policies of the capitalist
priernmente

(27)The decay of capitalism and the rise of Stalinism have
produced retrogressive and barbaric symptoms in all fields of
life, including specifically the wiping out of democratic features
in political and social life which had been won decades and
cenituries ago, and the bureaucratization of society. Featuread
among such symptoms 1s the groes denial of political sovereignty
and independence to nations and peoples and the development and
growth of totalitarianism, Hence the strugzle for democracy 1s
a vital necessity for today and an integral and indcspensilble
part of the strugsle forr socialism Just as the reallzation of
sociallism 1s an indespensible condition for the realization of
the fullest democracy.

(28) A democratic political program for the strugsle against
all forms of reaction would include the following:

(a) The rizht to national self-determination and full independ-
ence and sovereignty for all peoples of 4sia, Africa, Latin
Arerica and the subject nations of “astern BEurcope and full suppoed
to the independence movements strugzling against imperliallsm in
theseareas.

(b) Complete suuport to all popular democratic revolutionary
and reform movements in the colonial, semi-colonial and op:ressed
nations and opposition to the political and military actions of
all imperialist governments engaged 1m denying any peoples thel -
basic democratic rights to self-determination,

(c) 4&n end to all military and economic aid to such reactionary
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pup;,et regimes like Chiang Kai—éﬁgk’s in Formosa, No ald to
England in 1ts sup.ression of *claya and France to its suppression
of North Africa, .

(@) No aid to or alliances with such regimes as Francd's in
Spaln.. : o

(e) Withdrawal of all occupation forces from ermany and
the conclusion of peace treaties with out anncxatidéns or tribute
and without denyins to Germany of its complete sovereignty.

(f) The elaboration of a world-wide program of fraternal
technical and financlal aid to all underdeveloped, underprivil-
ezed and backward countries with no strings attached, and with no
imserialist concessions xxxriu® exacted, and with unambiruous
guarrantees against imperialist exploitations

s

(29) Such a policy cannot be expected of the bourgeoisie and
bourzeois governments. For such a program a genuinely democratic
movement and a genulnely democratic pgoverhmnent is needed, a
socialist labor movecment and a workers government. The task
facing the socialists is the assembling of such Third Camp
movements of the people and thelr being armed with such a programe.

(30) The elements for the Third Camp consist of the colonial
peoples and the working classes of Europe and #mericae.

The European oSituation

(31) The end of the Second World iar did not produce, as had
W:rld "ar I, mass revoluticnary socialist movements and social-
wi% revolutions. Instead, the wartime resistence movements which
~wmoodied great socialist potential, were oricnted around dem—
crratic demands and slésans, altnough in some countries the beg-

i w6 of proletarian socialist demands and struggles were present.
T.= achivities of these movegents and the social and class ]
shoasles in general soon became entertwined with the internation-
al situation and the cold war. In the early days following the war
whan the American-Russian honeymaon period had not yet ended, the
24,00 inists helped disarm and disorgzanize the resistence move-
~2atse Later it bezan to distort them in the interests of

Rassian imperinlisme

(32) The post-war years witnessed a resurrance of the
Sozinl-Democratic parties with mass memberships and followings
amonZ the workers, and in some countries witn more militanp
programs than Social-Democracy offered 1n the years followin:s )
World dar I. At the seame time the Stalinist parties ajso cemericd
in some Zuronean countries with considerable strengthe. As a
gencral rule, it can bc sald that where the Soclal Democracy
was strong and wes engased in offering some resistence o
capitelism, there Stalinism could make little headway among
the workers, as in England and Germany, and where, as in France,
Social-vemocracy was particularly discredited for its extreme
conciliationism towards capitalism, the Stalinist farty was
able to galn the support of the working class who could sce
no other weopen with which to combat capitalisme

At the end of the First Jorld war Social Democracy playcd
the(zgie of chief prop to capitalism. To a great.extent, it still
olays this role, but the increasing decay of capitallst sqciety .
makes another element exist in socilal deimocracy at the same time; it
_ becomes the vehicle in which the burcaucratic collectivist u tend—-7£g

o
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enclies present in capitalism are carried. The anti-capitalist
inroads mnde by the British Labor government illustrate this.
These inroads opened the road to socialism in that country,
althouzh at the same time they opened the road to a long

develo ment henaded in the direction of such bureaucratization.
While beinz firm supporters of the BLP and the labor government
and also of 1its anti-cgpltalistactions, and while recosnizing
the vast differences between the British and Russina situations,
the revolutionary socialists warned that unless the Labor
governuent's program were infused with a socialist program of
workers democracy, its social trend in the lonz run could lead
to such abureaucratization of soclety, The task of the revolution
ists in Britain then, as today, was to be inside the Labor *arty
fiznting for a socialist policy.

(34) jihat applies to the British revolutioinists is in
general applicable to all European revolutionary socialists,
It is the height of sectarian folly to remain outside of the
European Social-Democratic and Labor parties in which the
workers are to be found. The winning of the workers to a
soclalist policy and leadership can only take place in these
parties for the workers will not leave their mass class
organizations to o to tiny sects no matter how correct their
Programs are. Unlike the Stalinist parties, the Social-Democrac—
led are working class pabties based upon the pProletariat. The
futubte development of a revolutionary socialist working class
will come from the left-wings of the Soclal-Democratic parties
which 1in most countries are already quite strong and desirous
of movinz in a revolutionary socialist direction, even thouzh
they showmuch political confusion todaye.

(35)Despite the econonic recovery experienced by much of
the econony of Western Eupope in the last few years, European
capitalism is in a state of permanent crisis. The recovery
i3 Dbased to a large extent upon American aild - without it, the
recovery would not have been possible - and is moreover extremely
seacorious. Europe's dire necessity for the solution of 1ts
<uonomic, political and social problems is the elimination of
the artificial and restrictive national boundaries and the
uniflcation of the reactionzry national states which today
comgose it. The Zuropean bourgeisie has proved utterly chapable
of unify it; the only serious attempt havins been Hitler's
attenpy at a rcactionary fascist unification. The unification
or veatern Europe on a progrecsive basis would result in an _
cnerwous economic advance and create a political entity capablie
ol thanding up against Stalinist imperialism independent of
daxerican cgpitalist iwperialism. Thus the slogan of an
Independent Western Union is a profoundly progressive slogan
for surope today. Its achievement requires the existence of .
working class governments in vestern Europe, for the bourgeois-
.& w1ill not unify Europe; ‘its realization points the road to
the next stage of the strugrle for the United Socialist Stades
of Europe.,

Ihe Colonial fevolution
(36) World War I ended with the strensthening of the colonial

enpires of the victors; thc Pecond vorld wWar endecd wgth the
bipinnings of the dissolution of the empircs of the Europcan 479
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capitalist imperialist statese. This differcnce 1S a mecasure of
the desencration of capitalism. Térrifically weakened, capltalism
loosens up,first at the fringes, in relation to its colonial
slavesi.

(37) For the firsti time since the early progressive days of
capltalism peoples in revolt have won their independence. The
Spitish, French and Dutch empires are breakinjg upe. India, classic
example of colonial subjegation, is now independent. So are
Burma and Indonesia. Egypt and most of the Arab world are no
.longer under direct British control. Thesex revolutionary
struc; les for independence have an extremely progressive
aignificance and meruat the support of revolutionary soclalésts.

(38) At the same time the new social force of Stalinism
also appears as a contendor flor powerx in Asla, moblilizins and
leading strugsles against the old imperialisms, but doing so
not in order to liberate the colonial countries, but to0 enslave
them to the new imperialism. We reject the idea that the 1interests
of the Indochinese people require political or military supsort
to the Vietminh, for it 1is decisdvely dominated by its Stalinist
leadership and functions as as instrument of Stalinist imperial-
ism in Indochina. In this connection, the conventlon approves
the position taken by the National Executilve Gomrittce of the
YSL on the Indochinese ware

(39) @hile the victory of Stalinism in China struck a blow
at capitelis$ imperialism from which it will never recover, it
at the same time raised the new enemy Of gocialisn to power and
set back for an indefinate period the working class, democracy
and socialisme The destruction of feudalism and cayitalism
by tne Chinese Stalinists is not prozressive for it is replaced
by the new explotative and reactionary society. The peasants are
rreecd from feudal relations but converted into the state serfs
of the Stalinist burcaucracy. The working class 1s enslaved. All
of the fundamental traits of Russlan Stalinism are reproduccd
<1 Chinae The YSL is tne mortal enemy of Stalinism in Asie, as
‘t is in other sections of the worlde

(40) The liberation of the colonies of yesterday was carried
citt without a socialist revolution and not under the leadcrshlp
o the working class. This was poscible becausec of the accclerded
Aareaszvation of copitalism and capitalist imperialismo. But at
o4 saac tiwe, the social problems of industrialization and the

wobion, broblems whose solution is classically the task
5f tve democratic revolution, still awalt resolution. Thesc
petienis man only be solved in e fundamental sensc and in a
progrezsive manner by the working class and sociallsie

[N

R S

(4#1) The emergence of mass gocialist parties in &sic recprecsents
o Trorressive develogment. AS compared with European snclal-
deniocracy, these p rties re >resent a healthly and militant
movement, on the whole, stemaing from thelr reccnt assoclation
with the national-revolutionary wovementis and beccause of the
distinctive social, political and cconomlc positions of thelr
countrics. The formation of the Asian Socialist Conference
and its extreme reluctance to unite with the Secand Internat-

ional ig a wel Come sign. 480
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(42) The victory of the colonial forces in Asia presages
tomorrows upsurge of the colonial masses in Africa. Alrcady
in North Africa the masses arc carrying on a herde strugele
against French imperilism, a struggls to which the YSL announces
its support. Tomorrow this will spread to thé rest of that
continent and to all other arcas in which imperialism still rules.

(43) The YSL op,oses the intervention of the old and new
imperialisms in Asia and to the effort of American imperialisnm
to defend or restore to ots imperialist allies any of their
former colonies or tomorrows former colonies. It opposes also
the efforts of American i.perialism to supulant the older
imperialisms in the area. It shares the opoosition of Asian
revolutionists to the SEATO alliance and couterposes to it
as the next practical step in Asian politics the formation
of an Independent &xXzr Southeast Asian Federation, which can
gccure the defense of the area against Stalinist imperialism
and the o0ld capitalist imperialsim and also assur: ta:pooling
of recsources democratically as a basis for progressive
modernization and industrialization of these countriecs and
the carrying through of a radical arrarian reform, prercquisites
to further progress,

The Detante

(44) 3ince the end of the Korean war there has set in
an abatement of the war danger and the relaxation of interhat-
ional tenasions, the so-called detange. This period has not,
however, been a uniformly more "relaxed" one; on the contrary,
twice 1n these years we witnessed the sharp oscillation back
t0 great tension in the cold war struczle and the danger of
hot war, once last year in the Indochina crisis, and agaln,
over Formosa, In both cases armed conflict was averted, tenslion
reduced and the world-wide war, xx postponed. These developments
reflect the fact that both sides realize that it 1is hizhly doubtful
that "small" wars can be fousht without the dreaded World var III
resultinzg, and neither side 1s prepared for the this final show-
downe fence the stalemate.

(45) Durins the last few months the detante has become
intensified and the rclaxation of g#uxxngxxr conflict more pronounc-
ed. "Statesmen" on both sides have stopged hurling pronunciamen-
tos bristling with threats and counter-threats at each other,

a certain "normalization" of relations has set in, and in
general thce atmosphere and mood have cleared up somewhat. The
meeting at the "summit", the Austrian treaty, the Russian
rapprochment with Tito, the American-Chinese Stalinist talks:
all are signs pf the changed atmosphere.

[46) The "pecaeful interlude" which "normally" would heave
taz:n place right after the concliasion of the last war occurs
ten years later. The length of this period and the degrce of
"pacification" cannot be predicted. It is possible that 1t
will be shortly interrupted or terminated by a fresh crisis
and it is also possible that the detante will last for a longer
period of timee This question depends upon the domespic
situatbons in both imperialist powers, the international

© balange of forces and the Third Camp struzgle of massode 48/
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(47) The derrce of tension betweon Vashington and Loscow had
reached the oint where either its relaxation or the outbreak
of the war wus the next stage. To attempt to reslove any of the
criscs of thc last two years by a small, Koreca-type war would have
most likely resulted in the big war itself. Neither camp wanted
thsl development since each must line up as many of the unc mmite
yed nations ond peoples on xxxz 1ts side as is possible and each
wishes to achieve a definatc superiority over the other in regard
suyport from other nations and pcogples, military might, and
economic strenzthe The various sucessful struggles of masseg of
people aga}nst both sidesx during the recent years, the reluctance
of America s European allies to be dragred into such a war, and
the "slowdewn" in all of the Stalinist empire including Russia
itself, have set back the two imperialisms, In addition,
the final securin: of German rearmamant, even if 1t is still on
paper, by the United States, over the bellicose beligerancy of
Stalinism has caused Russia to shift to pew methods of strug:lle
against phe final realization of America s military plans in
Europe, upon which its whole global strategy for fightinsg Stalin-
ism 1s based,

(48) Tozether with all oh humanity, the YSL welcomes the
postponement of World wWar III, which the detante marks. Such
postponement holds off the' mass slaughter which the war would
entail and at the same time glves the forces of the Third Camp
time 1in which to assemble their ranks, becowme ideologically
clarified, and to strugrle to prevent the war ehtirely.

(49) at the same time it is necessary to note that the
breathing spell, is a breathing-spell for the imperialist
canps as well as for the masses, and cnables Washinston and
l.oscow, as well as the Third Camp, to regroup itself, and
prepare for the ware. Furthermore, the detante helps create
11lusions in the minds of the masses and furthers ideas of
possivity, tends to ibtill the notion that Jashington and
Moscow can solve the various international questions peacefully,
ané without mass struszle. It reenforces ideas of "neutrzlicm"
and x "peaceful cocxistence", These iliilisions present a great
~danger.to the Third Camp aspitations of the peo les. Unless they
are shed the time gained as a result of the detante will be
frittercd awaye.

(50) .shat must be understood firstly 1s that the detante
does not mark an end to the cold war nor sirnalize a fundamcnt-
ally differcnt period in international relations. The detante
is a new stage of the cold war, one in which the cold war
strugrle between Stalinism and capitalism oes on, but in
new, less beligerant rormse

(51) Seccondly, the illusion that it 4& possible for
Stalinism and capitalism to coexist pecrmenantly or for a very
lon period of times The imperislist nature of the two
sozialxx systems and the social-anatagonism factor t¢n the
strussle make inescapable the effort of both blocs and
systems to vanquiah cach othcre

(52) Thirdly, while it is possible for the two imperiallsms
to work out somec deals with each other for the short run period,
it 1s not poosible for thcm to solve any of thc problems 482
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which face mankind in any kind of progressive, democratic
manners,

(53)Just as the. independent socialist movement poses the
alternative of a democratic strugrle against all forms of reaction
to the threatened solution of international problems by atomic
war and poses for the labor movement the adoptlion of a democratic
forcign policy as an alternative to the rcactionary politics
of American capitalism, a democratic foreizn policy with which
Lo defaect Stalinism progressively and without war, so too, the
YSL counterposes the strugsle for o democratiec and socialist
program as the alternative to solutlons of the various
international questions by imperialist deals at threxpense of
the people,

(54) What esvecially nceds stressing is the absolute
necessity for Third Camp strusgle against Stalinism, ms opjosed
to the attitude of appeasement of Stalinism and concillation
with 1%, an attitude which is rife in the various neutralist
movements and in the left wings of European Social-Democracy.
“eelinzs of passivity, the idea that Eisenhower and Kruschev
will solve all problems and that the strugrsle of the masses is
not needed is profoundly false and nust have counterposed to
it the Third Camp struggle azainst war and all reaction.

(55) To the projected solutions for the various international
questions and problems which emenate from the imperialist noweers,
both the solutions they rcally desire and those they hint at for
prepaganda purposes, the socialist movement must counterpose
concrete democratic solutions and urge the strugzle for their
rcalization,

(56) A short time ago the United States and Stalinist Ohina
were on the brink of war over Formosz. 3tclinist China cyniacally
claimed its right to occupy this isiand while the other side
claimed the rizht of continuinz the Chiang pdlice-state under
Amerlcan overlordshipe With utmost cynicism, both sides ifnored
the fundamental democratic risht of the Forhosand to themselves
scttle tne problemof the stztns of their lsnd. #s against the
solutions presented by Stalinism and capitalism the YSL urres
the rirht of self-determination of their status by the Formosans
thenselveas. The only democratic solution consists of the peonle
of Formosa deciding democratically whether they desire union
with Stalinist China, wilsh to remain under the rulc of Chiang
and his American overlords, or wish the third status of an
independent, democratic Formosa. If such a genuine plebiscite
werce to be held, the YSL would urge the Formosan people to
chose the third alternative.

(57) It is hizhly doubtful that the schedulcd eleetions
to unify Vietnam will ever be held. In oppsoition to the
rcactionary solution of a divided country with the Stalinists
in control of the North and French inperinslism or American
imperialism or the cowmbination of the two subjecating the
South, thec ¥YSL sets forth the program of a Third Camp strugrle
by the Indochinese workcrs and revolutionary Rxx and democrat-
ic natlionalist forces against both the Vietminh and agalinst
ccapltalist imperialisme The asseubling of cuch forces in .South(“g:g
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Vietnarm 1s the urgently required next step.

(58) The same solution apslies ecqually to Korca, except that
therc thc situntion is worse than in Indochina in respect to
the existence of indelendent forces capable of playing such
a progressive and democratic role. “ut this merely means that
the task is more difficult end will t.ke longer - which 1s
all the more reason why it has to be begrun,

(59) There is great danger that the 0ld European imperialist
powercs will use the relaxation of cold war tensions to intensify
their subjezation against the colonics and their struszle against
the nationalist movemnents. France has alrecady threatened and
bezun such action in Horth Africa. The peools of North Africa
and other subject and oppressed nations must intensify their
stru;zle in returne The ¥YSL declares 1ts unqualified support

of the fizht of the North African peoples and all other
oppressed peoples in their firht for national independence

and calls upon the Intecrnational labor movement to extend to
then 1ts supgort and ald,

Germany

(60) The partition of Germany between the Western powers and
lussia and the denial of the elcmentary democratic right of
self-determination to the German people, ags a consequence of
the 3ccond vorld War was a reactionary act with far-reaching
retrogeressive results for muropc. Germany is the key to all
of Europe in that its geographical location, its economic
development and its size make 1t the natural organizer of

the continent. The unification of Germany will also bring the
German working class to the fore and cenable it to play a lead-
inz role in the struggle for an Independent westen Union

and other .rogressive developmentse

(610 In Lestern Germany, the Russian quisling Stalinist regine
continuecs to fastcn its yoke upon the people on the basis of
Russian bayoncts, as the June, 1953 uprising so thoroughly
proved, The iWest German government has becn granted a measure
of national sovereingy by #ashington but at the price of

the intecration of west Germany into NATC and the American
military bloc. And while the German Bourgeoisie may desire ]
prccisely this, the “est German workers heve demonstrated their
undc rstanding of the reactionary internationcl and domestic
consequences of it and waged militant strugsles against it.

(62) as a consecquence of the detante there have beenruners

of a Russian proposal for the unification of Germany on the
basis of a netralized country without the rizit to rearm, Or
even nctralization on the Austrian pattecrn including the right
to certain limited armed forces, Even if such rumors were morc
than progazanda talk, they would still involve the denial to
to the German pco,le of their democratic right to all the
attributes of national sovereingty including the rirht to
control its military establishment and to conduct its foreign
rclations as its eccs fib.

3 (63) The recent "sumnit" meetins in Gencva failed to produce
S anv annh BAngaion cro noal. On the contrary. Both sides arc 4@‘}
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in favor Ger.an unity, but on a basis the other will not grant.
America wants a united Yermany which can be port of its military
bloc. Russia would be willing to see Yermany united at the price
of destruction of American military plans and the structure which
America has so painfully erccted in Europe.

(64)This underscores the necessity of a Third Camp struzrlle
for German unificatione The strugsles of the German workers have
in part been vitiated by the fact that the oricntatlion og the
S¢D leadsrsnip has been towards Bij rower ncgot.ations as the
road to Gecrman unification. The sheddins of these illuslons
and the beginninzs of a program and outlook that rclics on the
strenzth of the German vworkers and the seekinz of ald from the
natural allies of the German wroletariat, the international
workingzg class is a prerequisite for a sucessful progressive
and democratic strug:le.

(65) Every sincere democrat must urge the unificatdon of
Germany and its restoration to full national sovercignty and
independence including full control of its soclal, economic
and political #zmxxzzx richts, includinz the right to control its
own military and interbational policye. The German working class
must raise the slogan of withdrawal of 2ll foreign troops and the
unifcation of Germany on an Jinderendent and democratic, which
is to say, on a working class basis. It is incumbant on all
worki g class and democratic movements to give all aid and
supvort to the German workers and people in this strugcle.

-»
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(The foregoing resolubion is beiny submitted for consideration by the 1AC, It
annears lhere bofore the IAC has been ablo to sot on it)
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,;suaL..~*o be -8 SOG:pliSb in such an’'era is “o be opposeﬂ to

c.sucihh a ary to bo o soc¢iglist is to malre this gphosition coit-

‘ retu,“nd sna01:1c, to amalyze tiro imperialist tauses vhich =
f,ileaa to uar and to propos 'ar‘untL-lwperlal st s“rv;Jle a~a1P st

Wthouc tend =ucieg. K N L

f(3) Thls nouujent is-a. re:tat@;ont of our basig alaITSis”

STof Lhu proo1mn of pesce &nd war in our ‘tinme, It defines our §
“opposition Lo the two vreat inmperialist power blocs u-ucu men-
%]are‘“aﬂllpd end our acdherence to the strugcle of the vast e o
Matoritcy of “tie people ol uqe wo“lc for peacc qnd ;roouom.'”'

he Gene ql u c1r”uvni

RN, ~ The basic political reality of the past decade’ has

iheen the stragile bct“ocn the UnloC' Ststes and gdussia, In

“-this conflict “the needs -of -the people oV the .iorld hzve been
“ogubortinated te the self_intarest of tho two antasonistic

;Juociql swsthoms and” tha 1: ruling classes, In the Jestern Caup,

- .the cefense ol Trpectom” has actunlly boen the darenss of cap-. v
itelism snd the conditions necessnrv for its existrnce; for . -~

“the 3talinists, the defensc ol Tgocialiom” has bson che per- -
version and betraval of the soclalist revolution, In the

strunsle betreen tliese tuo power dlecs, the world has been

led to the very b“lh» o, o uh;l“ vorlu ar, —

() The sukrti'j..oi nt of all of our poliulca'is the
sunpori o7 the people of the 0.1d ajainsgt both of these ex-
ploitasive soclal s* tvﬁs. “The content of our politics is
based upon the convictiion txqi this anti-imper rialist strursle.

mst, in our time, becone the strugsle Tor socialisn, hat
onlr the creation of “Oﬂ—@'plOluﬁuLVC, socialist world can in-
Caure lesting, neade, Thals fizght for frocdom and against boti
o the war camps is tho strx'fle OL the hird Camp,

Tt

5) fforever, there arc 1o ness ucvenents in the world

L)
N

Tiich mave articenlated the politiecs of the Tdva Sgﬁp, in <o
to day atvurcilce, then, our ,uu,.:ctlon 13 to uvorl: wuithin the vor-.
iome socialiat 9ud enti-inperialist rnioverrnts, alvavs atteupt-




ing to brins thar to o congelousness of the naccessilty CJor 2 soc-
ializt and Piird Canp stricle.
(7) I pecent nonths, cvonts have talion place mich do nod

chnice our basic enalyels buis vhich <o recuire its re-interp-

*otwv_or i1 torns of a neu situation, ‘fhewrc las been a lat-up

in interaasionsi ieonsioh, a phenorenon characterized by a mood
of corcillalion: aond nnrotiq'lon riore than by an specific acts,
w1vu; this fact, 1t is necessary for us to Gescribe the reasons
for this c%“nﬁo and io ssgeas ‘1ts couscquonces for tihe tocuics
or ‘Uﬁllkn b'jl} SR e

S ID e

qe detente

A, Definiiion
(&) - . The present detente, 'as pointed out above, is, et this

- Cate, o mool of conbilia**on‘alé nejotiation, and nect o bhasic
~change in actual political welatlonsiips, In the Geanova talks,
the Coryersaiions hotreen the United States and vhiua, th
Lustrien frecty, etc,, there las been an oas sing of teus or"
fac Jisputes which cmseﬁ an Intensification of the c¢old war -
&e~*~p rearaarient, Gervian reunification, ithe Ste
ymire, Ansricen 1uuﬁr¢e*o:ne in Asia, cte, - Ton
in u“n new atmoanhere o cold vnzace, In order ¢
hiowr Tar the detente can oziuw v*l“ (ow”f i »roposing
ternptional politics ond (b) ihe
ents poses lor :nt1—1=gorialist 1207~
shivt in terms of the rajor social

o

~

tions to the problans of
opnortvniifies ilch thoe &
ilents, we Must onalyze thi
forces in the worlc¢ todar,

\D !“"‘(

[

bal
U
3

b~linisn has C”pau’cd its total=

(9) Since Jorl! Jlar II,
itavion anpive and Jollousd a policer oir sy ostllle Lo the
non-stalinist orls, Dotueen 1945 on 19L7, it elimen all
vesliges oy daanocr2er froa th- dasten aU“Opoﬁﬂ satel Srori
19" o tho present p r‘o;, the sStalinists usel all: l ni;ht
to counter Lunricon Toreiri pHlicy in Jdurope, ZTighting the
aorsiall Plan, (‘ato, and, above all, German rc-rarmen
(10} iithin -wugsia, this smc neriod as charsctorized by
a1l Lubﬂ*"ification of cunloigation, v Lhe conshs TCL’Ou o a
e econonty and o congcouent divérsion
soods procuction to aenvy indusiry,
e -tusszisn neople wag the exploi-
st in the alnost urled (o of
the Jito aplit, in a soowvbat
{(11) Ly soenorel SThen, o would dofine thie covelowunt of Stal-
inizm fros the ewe o0 Jorle Jar I1 to the Jdeash 01‘ Lstalin in

. L8

i s i
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(1) Yorrevor, 14 rush ho :

tent, thoro

(13) Af‘huuul f“lé'na ons
: acco**ﬂg")""_c(. ST oa chyngo. in.

o ; 3E (‘15 vO 1
tirecn tho tuwo . st i dlge,
laoas coij Gghe J?c ecoro

.i_
o

pollcw \osp

40 G0

17 ivenTsuch an oubli
etente, houw Fdoes thig effe
vsteﬂf .

f’} ‘_,A

(16) e Pirst, and perh
be nace, ig t the chang N

ition of O
o0 bureau
in btewwis

.8 class ¢
he change

(17) SeconcCly, tha dots

occurate prodck or

esis ore often ~

prinarily corront .

the chonge is ouplicab
c)

inist society;

-bv\s Geath 'cnan

16 saref o' eviiconice

e 1
avallable to vz doed nobt alloir any
5

. . . . .. O S )
wreage exploitocion o BAC aoumd
2
i

o in es3tern aurope, ead by a
ity to th .esvern vonip, especw
1 Plen, -abo, an’ German re-

o8 beoan to talle placo LBhin
ior: and co-ertistance
in ternms of incressed

At the saonie tine,
afmiLblng~ e 2ristsonce of an apri-
nu proroio"ons,rperhaps even an

‘
<

e in'Stw1*nist foreisn policy was
aouﬁstic nol;cy. - Po a certain cie

e sonme ¥ind of causal relotl on be-
tho. necessi v o solve daicstic nrobhe
e offect of on ressive Toreirn

~

:_,. .

et burﬁen)iililuuhcvd G Let-up

, ¥ it is iLrmossible to make
aizy procisc fofivitior of thisg ¢oussl reloationslip, narticularl
arely or &ata, tiprocover, antonmions iscloirs
: problons oF Corr s ic ot Iinlsm ] 1
Juiaf amon, Uh se 1s the victory of the
ing ratificetion o Gernan re-crmanent -
The frusitvetion of many Jeerg of Stalinist
7 Tor = C'*”'l

nize in tacties to eccomod que

ne of the role b Stelinism in the
ct our besic auglvsis of that secial

aps most important,point mich must

of policy in no iray alters our

talinisa as an exploitative system

cratic ruling; class, The change is
o -

L)
e
o theo s8¢
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of that »ul-
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aciHOf or in
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social systa has democ
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ig one of
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G“irrt ef ths chrne, ihrec lumpobh-
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fipast woint ol vicr, e must ive o
“acn of fuiorice's wicio oy An seenring
ucir a theor -, ostalinist policy is
f to 2 new situation 1ith a nev vac-
i¢ aim = consoli atlion end pbPl’DS

Y

extension throusi oppooxiwon to tic United stotes

- romaing
(19} Tho sccond theory clains to £ind a rezular rytwm in
Stalinisa: thes tightening vp of countrols b“lu S 283 pressure
Tor melexation, th ~0laxntion brings mass preoburo for more
I couses a Lkdut:ning un of conirols,

relazation :hich
There i3 somne va to this insiﬂht but its basic propo-
sition /mst be re d, hoth as z crlptuor of the past and
0] P KN - - 1. . - +. -
of +the presenti, sizply impos s1b 2 to find this patterm
In the Stalinist and even 1f it wvere thers, meny factors
in tho prezent s on voulcd counstitute an exception to 1t,
(20) The third vier nlazes sreater emphasis on the re-

rnal devselopment, Lhe
Cre ThCrarors, a reduc-
2llour for o sbabili-

- .y ~ -
1"21:.1.0;1, Latciroen

P "wblthuw" siould £it

1 ¢ nbrotion on demostic
pr aaucos c? concrote and
S of" thie pres nt sitaat-
.3 A

(21) It is necessery, Mo to emphasize that all of
13 ~ ~ . 3
3 1S FORRE

tnese hipebieses onseane i the gencral cefinition of
ut?linisﬁ as a totnlliarion, “n101t“a.ve socicty, Therciore,
a 1: is plac upcit 811 nossibilid es of future otal-
iELQn ac iox: Shat 1t cennokb ﬁdahuor the basic rule of the
buras e 13 puiorn ol tho Sialinist dastern <hiro-
P n g paiitically and ecoao&1ca11y'out of the

rien Perce Wreoty is obviously not, iiide

iy 122 Lo extr mes is the question of Gemmany,

ts r irication ig not iLmpossidble Trom the Stalinist point
of vies - as, say, i frecdon of Poland world be; but then
relther is it_a 12 as the frecdom of Austrins was, Iin
& scn:n, L%u Gory e is the mosH sensitive indcx of
201 r o > pros s .nt time, wuec

of the rolc of

chonme in policy in
3 nature of the voglnes
1) : ; intainal vressure
to worngl svent of rauification o7 Gorman
g vio eibent ol the change 1s serloucly
)

)



-

)il

limited by the solf intersst of the bureauoratic ruling classe

C, The Colcniql_Rovoly§}9n

(23) A sooial foree of growing importancc in international politics, and
. ono which ploys a significant role in the prosert detente, is the colonial rovolue
tions Throughout the world, subject messes have risen ageinst their imporiajist
masterse U ' -

(?)) - The historical task of this enti-imrerialist struggle is that of

the bourpoois rovolution: the creation of an independent, cepitalist stetos Yot,
“bocause of tho devalopment of tha World merket on the one hand, and the omergence
“of 3talinisn os a forece in the oolonial revolution on the basis of its aati- lostorne
Imperialism on the other, +he colonial revolution either ococours in a fashien strike
ing differont from any previous bourgeois revolution, or else is transformed into
movenent towerd the ostablishment of o burceucratic collectivist sooletys

(25) © " = The first feotor, the imraot of the world market, will not allow

the oolonial bourgeoisie to create its own stete in "normal" bourzeois fasione.
Forced to move repidly from an almost prinitive economio level to ono of competition
with developod nations, the colonial countiries fgoe a task of ‘capital scounulation
whioh, in terms of mass and rato, exceeds the caracitios of the bourzooisie. Tio
slabe, as the only force in society ecapable of organizing this acoumulation, therae
fere intervenes, R T . R

(24) ° ° This situation holds in countries like India, 3zypt, Burma and
Indonesiae Thero, the pattor of *the colonial revolution is ons which sees the
developmant of a state seotor in the economy, with the bourgooisis ooncontrating
2ts0lf in lisht industry and commercial canitale In this kind of a oasa, homever,
the rovolubion 1s sbill recormnizebly a bourgzcois revolution, ieos it acconplis

%ho tasks of natlonal irdenendence end the oreation of a caplibalist, slbeit state
cenitalist, economys : ’ ' -

S i _ :
ey A Aifferent siutubion situation o rtains where the colonial revolu=
tion is Loken over by Stalinisme  In the major easo vhere that has happened, Chine,
there is o stato soctor to the economy and = "national bourgeoisie", but tho notual
realit: is sharply differsntieted from that of, sey, Indie or Burma. Iere, the
state sector is shsalutely dominant, and it is in the hands of e bureauveracy whioch,
moldiny itsalf on the Russian 3talinists, is oconcolously working for the oraation

of & bureaucratic aolloctivist sooiety.

(28) To speak of this bureaueracy's role as "progressive in sone asoeots”
is to isolato it from historye Tho destruotion of foudalisn and the industrialize
ation which it accomolishes cannot be abstrected from tho historical contsxt. For
ot the same time s the feudal »ast is desbroyed and an imnedimont to socialist
develonnant removed, the bursaucoratie collsctivist future appoars on the sczne os
o totalitarian foree denving evon those minimal bourgeois freedems which the worke
ing oless reqives for its development, and thus oonstitutuing a new imoodiment to

socialisne

(29) Those two forms of tha colonial rovolubion have differont pcliticel
axnrescionss Vhore the colonial revolution is not taken over by tho Stalirists,
vhere it is a bourgeois rovolution (albiet profoundly modified by the perisd in
which 1% tolkoes nlees), it develops against the foroes of both /morican end Stalinist
imperialisme The Im orialist ilest is clearly an onemy, and tho struggle for nabional

\
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“sebarn nntions The Stoalinists aro
¢ Skolinist movemerts sre in

193

irdonandonco usually tekes nluce erainst

opnosed, thoush not out of tho samo imiuliacy, b3eavs

oprosition to tho bourgsois revolution, Gape Pullits

- (39) In those cosos whare the Stalinists are in the legdarship of tha

- yevolubion, thore is subservirnos to, or alliarco with, Jussian Stalinist im-eriale

$sme In @ do=-China, for examplo, the oetivity of lio in the revelutionary movamont

“vies oloarly dictated hy the exigoncios of Uosoow!s poliolos, eess while the Franch-

Communist Party wus in the Frouch Goverrmenkt, Fo topk a oonciliatory liro angd lit-

erclly had to bo bombad into oapositione In Chinn, whore the Stnlinists came to

po oy on vreir own (ond porhans in contradiction te Stolin) this condition of su bw

Bervienos Goes not pevtaine Iere, we find rather a close alliancee

, \o colonial rovolution into tho contoxt of the prosent

smante, tvo imocrbopi faots emarge. Those ooloniul revolutions which are indep-

Jent of the Stalinist oamp (Indle, Burma, Indonsgia) have, in forolgn policy, gen=

telly teken a neutralist liree As such, they have resisted polarizing forees d

cold ware If thoy maintain this position, thoy cun have only a negabive offoct,

+3. as o chack on the efforis of the two pover bleos to recruit the vworlde Only
syram in world poli-

“Lhey take a Third Camp position oan they offor a positivo prog
volubion, socinlists are therefore highly
H LAty

1ne. As supporbers of the colorial yeo
ritical of this neubralist policy and should work withia the revolubionary movements
~ihe Third Canmpe R L ~ : : s , _

EA R IR If we place b

e I LoER e _
Yoo A second corsequence of the dotonte concerns Stalinism and emphasizes
i3 nead for Third Cenmp militanoy. 4As anort of their gonoral cc~oxistanco line,
3 Stalinists have mutod thsir opnosibional activitlos within the ocolonial revolue
st which they do not yot controls The Irdian Communist Par‘y, for exomple, is
ng towsrd support of the Congross Gaverment. In sueh a situation, it is all
Y more iuportent that sociallshs slaze the oppertunity to offer a nmilitant, third

sanp leadership Lo the eclonial revolutions

De The Uniiod States

™ ol e

caily imperialist. This follows from the

53) Americcn politiss arc basi

nesossitios of its empitalist socinl system in a world whioh is inereasingly hostile
%o oapitolism ond imcerialisis Amorico thus defonds itself by supporbing tho
sntarest of the bourgsois ctabus quo, ' - :

Since 1947, the official Zmeriocan position iu foreipgn policy has
ctivo security against Stallnisme Initielly promul gatsd as part
h", it has undergono various transs
in all of its fomms, howevor, AmsT-
vhother under Truman or Uiscnhowor:
sprogrom egainst Stalinisn, tle

aeen one ol collc
of a plan to "usgotiste from positions of strengd
formations in the eight years of its existence.

icon polioy has manifestsd a persistent reality,
the ipability to formulate any kind of politinal
sonsoquont tandenoy toward a militarist foreign polioys

(35) In 1947, fmerica began the itarshell Plane TPoint Four was announced
in 1949. The first was an attenpt to maintain tho stability of tho natlons within
the Vlestern Camp, tho second, an attem:t to win the colonial revolution to the
"proa torld" ard in oo doing to modarabe its rovolutionery forces Doth mero based
_ ening world cepitalism, the larchall Plan through its aid
ts the Juronsan sbabus quo (ibs chicf teneficlaries wore the Zuropesn end Ausriosn
bourgeoisios), Poini Four through its irslstence npon ereatinr " favoreble atmos-
vhere for priveto iavostments In 1050, with the Korean war, theas econonic end
political aims were move or 1ass abaudonsde The two plans diseppearod into tho
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totally military orisnted MSA and IATO ‘bocams the primary goal of American policye

(36) ) The detente of recent months must be viswed, in he mein, &5 o
defeat for Amarican policys In Surope, it has moeant a moro orivical and indope
endent attitudo townrd Aweriea on tho vart of its allies. In Asia, it has tosn
pavtly the result of the refuvsal of thoifsiatic nations to follow Ansrican polioy
¢evm such militarist imperislis® alleys us Seatos In politieal terms, thou, vhete
cver Bisonhower's "wenoe offent " at Geneva way havo meont, the recsnt detsnte

I boen one mova synptom of the poli+ica1 instability of Arorioan foreign policy,
_¢f i%s inabillty fo flnu a pelits caL basis for 1ts anti-stalinion.

RS T ’»,' “Ar tro Sane tlme, 1t must be undorstood that the ratification of

Ga nig —érnannu. XFU”O”Q“LGJ a vaatorv, in a limited sense, for the United States.
i wcuabqalvs the ration of the German indastriel and military potential into
0 s of g*aa‘ im 2% TBut mhon this 1s plased into g context = above all,
suatext whish gﬁv" % %o the fash that the yolitiaal orios of the viatory
juite dear w 1% “’Loult to find” ‘any. signxf;cant and lasting suwooess ip
.ratifioation of’ ' o S

cenbe i° a vlcﬁory for bnq' negotlate from nosztions of Scrantth" attltuda mus*
s yujesteds First of all, bsoause the detente has been, by far and large, a
K ‘4Vica1 vigtory for Rn331a, is6¢ has teken placo to the ascdompaniment of a weeke
eulng of ths Amoricen system of alll&nﬂﬂus Sacondly, beoause Russia is not, in

: madn, currently raactinr to American nressure, but is acting out of a complex
sauses, most of . them unirfLuancad by Arerioan foroi”n.poliuy (see the section

hballnlsm). ' ~j:k _ o S .

In adi;tior, he 1
“the world placcs upon its pa G the detonte must be undersscred. The
i 1%3d States hos been unablo to aulelo any kind of & successful politicesl
gliruggle against Stalinism; it oy has vrimarily bezn oms of military slliancaes,
I it is considorsd poasibls tk;t ic gan scrap al artlre dacads of its DOllDV {and
Anis is, to say the least, highly douthul), then its only alternative is to ooase
iGe antieStalinisme The subgact neoples of tho Stalinist Zmpire who wers, such

a short time ago, the cause of a groat Crusads axa ulready baing played dovn in

the first months of the detentse

ions which Arerioca's imperielist position
ion

(i) Morecver, peace will pose grave escnomio probleme for the United

States, This by no means indicates thot Amarica will consoiously maintain the

- oold wer in order to maintain the pormanent war economy, It oa‘talnlv does moan
that the noss\blllty bf ary accs: tance of disermemont proposals must be limited

by the nceessity of a gradual reluction in the armament sectors Ve must be :areful

in this erca tec avoid any simplicistic, machiavellian explanations of American cole

duct; we must, at the same time, be aware of the nresoure‘wh_ch the war sconomy

ekerts on fmerican polloys

(L) In the coming period, then, Ameriecan foreign polioy faocss grave
problemss It is confronted with the woskoning of its system of Zuropesn military
alliences and the noneexistence of any roal, populaer support in Asiaes Yet, if it
ubeandons this unsuccessful nili+ary~oriea bed nolicyg it is incapabld of formulate
"e an altornats politienl vnru( sle opeinst Stallnism, icoe it nust do-spphasize

©5 anti-Stalinisme lioraover; tho s:sond situetion thet of a limited effoctiveness
fnr rogotiations, also 1nvalves domestie probloms through the impact of a osntract-
-on of' the permanent war eccnonye
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fa1a) In the lest period, our primiry p iitical emphosis,
capeclelly to liberals, was upon & “gemoers .ic foraign pollcy.”

LAt & time wher everyone in Americen politicel 1ife was concorne

ad with the problem of struggling ageinst Staliniem, we entore-
+d the dabate with {e) & criticism and enalysis of the actual
wethod of struggle:; (b) o eall for a democratic, political
“yramt against Stal inlsm,. It 1s possible, howover, that the
~zrtral positlcn which this -swlogan occuples in our polltice
=411 cherge unicr the pressure of events. For if, under the
‘soniition of & vontinuation of the mood of co-existance and
‘negotiz tions, political debate focuses on the question of ne-~
- gotiations, their content, their limitations,etc. then the
emphasis, the tactical orientation of our slogans must change.

- (41b) " “Mis by no means indicates that we abaoridon our de-
 mand for o domoeratic struggle against Stalinism, On the con-
trary, one of our major positions rmust be a eriticism of émer=
. ican policy for glving up any fight for the enslaved masses

. of ine Stalinist Fmpire, In meking this point, howevor, Ve
vact make it absolutely clear that we do not call for g pre-
werntive war, or for a policy that would lead toward & Third
“Vigrld War. In the past period, this was lergely unnedsasary
sirca all of the non-Stalinist liberals we tolked to weroe
sommitted to & military struggle again:t Stalinlsm. If their
srientation changes, then wo must accommodats purselves Yo
this fact tactieslly, Moinly, this will mean {o) stating
pilanily and often that we welcome trhe actente in so for as

it represcnts a recession of the threst off imuediabe war; :
(v} by proposing denmoeratic slogens for nogotic tions ond celle
ing for mase, democratic pressure up’n tha imperialist powcrs,
A prime cxample of wherc this is pessible is on the questicn
of German unity. :
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(43) In gome caszcs, thie .worp:ouu santinent has found cile
plicit sistorent, India and Yugoslavia have "bocoie the IN0LCS~

e of this Qnt*“wlw,e co-cxlutHAnn tendency, - It is of grest
importrnce to aote that both o Thor have moved away from vhat-
ovar incinicnt or rastorical third cawp olomencs they had nad
unu, o8 thow have emplasized asgotiations, tave ‘become consclons-
1y ans -third-camp, 1This i1s the negative aspect of neutralisn,
especiclly vhere it telies on ideolonical Forn,

(A4) On ths other hauw; vhare this snti-var sentivent is
not aitleculared politically eand renains a r00é, albeit a neu~

ts, thig sentlient »rovi ory arera for
at In 50 nvel as 1t vsurlly rop-
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(¢a8) In genoeral, then, the recont period_has not seen Jhe
g”Ov“h of a couscleus hird Cams movanent, 1t has scen all
“lluw f 8 tioun, i,e. pressures to brealr from
tiar e wvor camps uwhich comc from the
POCP3P g lovel of these manifecatotions

.

“ia ncvtunlist, In this Fact, e Tinu a dangor - thie various
opportunistic illusions of ncutrallsm and co=~exis tance propie
Fenda - and alsoc a2n opporunit the gsrowth of a willinpness to
at least consider cowrses o Independoint politicsl actlion,

~

§-4§b Jvert this anelvsis, the following goneral conclus-
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(b} & reloxatlion in futernational tension, chicf-
-1y motivated by the self~interest of the two
war comps, partly motivoted by the pressure
of the world's people in the form of anti-
war sentiment, usually neutralizt in tona;

(¢c) thils detente 1s of such a nature that it
cannct provide any kind of a lasting solu=
ion to the problems of international pol-
iticay , ' '

(d) this 4 ~tente also is a movement away frou

the imminence of war and the polarization
of increasing tension,

ITT

Evaluation
(48) How docs this analysls effsct the trotics of Third

Cemp socialism in the exoming period?

149) In so for as the present situation involves 2 lesseone
ing of the prasourns tovard polarlzation, 14 opons up the posse-
ibility of o more vigerois Third Comp agitation., In Furcpe,
Thig agltation should genter arcund issucs such &8s that of Gore
ran unitye In Asia, 28 noted before; the new Stalinist line
may well resuilt in their playling & reformist role in various
movencnts of notional liberation or in nowly indepondent couns
tries. In thease caazes, Third Camp socialists should play

a militent, revolutionary role in opposition to any sell=cuts,

(50) In a1l cascs, in EBurope and in f4sia, Third Camp soce
1alist should Le censeiocus of the necessity and of the poss-
ibility of actunlly bringing their prosram to the maosses of
the people. If the new mood continucs, 1f there is & farthen
lassening of polarization, the workingelzass moy well e open
to now politleel ideas and lradership. In no sens~ should we
delude oursclves that the present, small Third Camp movement
13, In the immediots futurs, & rezi alternative to the sntrenchead
Communist a«nd 3ocial Democratic parties of the world., What
we do conecdove of as possitie is that theore will be muck mere
of an opportunity for Third Camp socialiats to do mass work
in the coming period.

{(51) In ths Unlted Stotes, there are no mass movemnts of

a socialist or sntl-imperiolist nature., Soefialists will con-

tinue to eddress thomsealvos to a small group of liberals, prce-
1 Shalinistz-Stalinnids. In this area, our emphosic

mst be shorp aguinst the illusions, whether pro-~Amcrican o

(=%
w
pode
[¥)
[
A2
ko]
o
]

£94



pro=2talinist, of co=existante, but within 2 context of forthw
right commitment to peace and rejection of ¥erld War 111,

Ve must not; in any way, give the impression that our demand
fer a2 democratie foreign policy has as its goal a democerat

Third World War, Hather we tmst raise the slogans of democrAu~
ic peace and pc‘i*ival struggle.,; ,

(59) ‘ Lh rpfore, in'all of our stutnmants wo wust moke 1t
clear that we welcoms the detente under 1its aspect of a re-
troat fram imminent war, that we regard it as an opportunity
~ for an intensification of Third Camp struggle, that we reject
~ the illusion that an imperialist-deal can achleve lasting
_peace, As an alternative, we pose strug le against both Stalw
’%nis?lind capitalism,“‘within the contoxt of‘ rejccting Vvorld
Lar PR .

'(55) f In gnnerﬂl, the; ollowing slogans ﬂhould 1ndﬂcatc cur
over-all political 1ine Pnd a few of 1ts apnlications* '

\For the Third Gampi

‘»:Peacel Not Oo-wxistance
\For a Damocratic Peacei
 'German Unity!
For the Frerfom of A11 Subject Peoplesl
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SHOULD V/E HAVE TRIED TO PICKET THE lfcCARTHY RALLY? e IN REPLY TO
COMRADE HARRIS. '

eee By Jock Walker

This <ontribution is in reply to Comrade Harrist article "On Comrade Walker
and the iicCarthy Rally", appearing in the July L, 1955 issue of Young Socialist
Review. However, the article in the February 7 issue of Young Socialist Chall-
enge that comrade Harris was criticizing was submitted by the Berkeley unit of the
YST after discussing, amending and approving the article appearing over comrade
Walker's signoture. Comrode Harrist! YSR piece was written about that time, al-
though undated.

ILEERSE

(1) Apparently there were two different estimates among the leading conrades in
New York over the advisability of picketing the McCarthy rally at Madison Square
Garden last year. Comrade Martin, although he had not thought of this move at the
time, looked upon it 2s a tactical problem based on acquiring ‘the for:es necessary
to sustain such an act.

je. from a letter of YSL Chairman Martin to Walker, Berkeley Organizer, dated
12/10/5L. :

1,.0.0n the question of having tried to get a picket line up. No such effort
was made, and unfortunately, it never even occurred to anyone, undoubtedly a
reflection of the state of the organization today, a5 compared with the days of
the other rally in the 30!s. I frankly doubt that any response would have been
potten from any of the groups you mention. .... At any rate, I will certainly
pring the question of a picket line up to the ¥SL ... if there are ery follovi=
up lcCarthy rallies, It's certainly worth exploring. Thenks for the sugges-
tion."

Comrade Harris has a different attitude which is composed of two ingredients:
(2) lack of suitable slogans for such picketing in Comrade Harris' mind, so that
'y @ picket line could only be directed against denying the MeCarthyite forces
*iwim right to hold their meeting., The latter assumption is based upon the utterly
#2732 notion that the Berkeley unit of the YSL seeks to interfere with the democra-
+is rights of reactionary or even fascist groupings before they have embarked upon
a visible campaign of violence which provokes counter-attacks. This point will be
waken up later in the article.

(2) The Berkeley comrades, when they recommended that the NAC seriously explore
the possibility of such a picket line, looked upon the McCarthy rally from two sides.
7t was, on the one hand, a reactionary mobilization of the more dedicated pro-McCar-
{ny forces to protest moves to censure McCarthy. On the other hand, it wze 2lso &
possible opening gun in Mmobilizing mass support for a McCarthyite movement. Note,

I did not say a fascist movement - either open or covert. There are and were no
SWPish notions about McCarthyism being "incipient fascism" in the leadership of the
£svkeley YSL, so that all of comrade Harris! allusions on this point are wide of the
ma.cKe

The ereation of pro-licCarthy clubs, which would attempt to rally support for
the witchhunt that McCarthy personifies in their minds would be a profoundly reac-
tionary development at that time, given the fragile forces such as ACLU, the few
liberals and the radicals that were working in the opposite direction. Comrade
Harris apparently overlooks this latter aspect. We in Berkeley considered it a
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Should we have tried to picket the lMcCarthy rally - P. 2

possibility, but one which seens to have been ruled out by the flop of the New York
rally, after which rallies.in Chicago and on the west coast were called off.

(3) The slogana which would have been appropriate for such a picket line would
be anti-lfcCarthyite and also directed against the Eisenhower and Truman witchhunt,
for which McCarthy is a demagogic huckster and a personal opportunist. For examplet
(2) "DOTN WITH McCARTHYISM - EISENHOWER!S BRAND AND McCARTHY'SY (b) "AGAINST GUILT
BY ACCUSATION -- CIVIL LIBERTIES FOR EVERYONE!" (c) "DON'T CENSURE McCARTHY ON
THESE TECHNICAL CHARCES. CENSURE HIW = ALONG WITH EISENHOTER, NLXON AND TRUUZAN =
FOR DENYING CIVIL LIBERTIES TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLEL (d) "NO POLITICAL TESTS FOR
NON~-POLITTCAL COVERIMENT JOBS OR FOR TEACHERS!: THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE THE 'FREE
WORLD', RIMEIBER!" ...etce

This unique viewpoint should have been raised as publicly as possible at that
time, to bring up the issue of civil liberties instead of relying upon the split
within the Republican party plus the Democratic party’s objection to licCarthyite
smearing ("20 years of treason") to settle McCarthy's fate. Otherwise such a fcr=
tuitous falling out among the licCarthyites of respectability and non-respectability
might not recur, and there would not have been a correctly guided struggle sgainst
the evil of McCarthyism (ie. denial of civil liberties), itself, to prepare the
American people ~ especially the labor movement = for the next official wave of
McCarthyism (bi-partisan, of course). Additionally, the struggle against licCarthy
as it was being conducted was not propitious for a re-examination of other anti-
civil liberties measures passed by Truman and Eisenhover.

(4) T disagree with comrade Harris! viewpoint that our picket line (and leaf-
lets) must necessarily be directed against permitting the McCarthyites the right to
hoisl their meeting since "....it was not an audience with which we hed something in
comnmon, for vhich reason we could hope to convince or influence it in scme manner.”

First, there were liberal and radical spectators at the lcCarthy meeting who
would have been heartened at seeing an anti-licCarthy demonstration outside, Secord,
our presence outside would have influenced the licCarthyites inside, Our dialogue
734" these people would be that of opposition. One seeks to dissuade a5 well as to
psrsnade. Third, it is possible that the anti-licCarthy press would have given our
pichat line some publicity — at least locally - because of their aversia to hin
p::onally, Such publicity would have heartened those who stayed at home. It would
v-ve also indicated to them the type of activity that is possible = by our exanple
(ie. leadership). Likewise for the organizations that we might bave approached
which were not ready to have come along with us at that time.

T hope that comrade Harris and other ¥Slers do not look at g1l picket line do-
monstrations as a threat of violent interference to those who cross the line, Other-
wise it is difficult to rationalize such events as (a) the picketing of the Russian
censulate in New York after the East German workerst uprising in 1953; (b) the pick-
eting of the Spanish consulates in New York, Chicago, San Fra' zisco ard Los Angeles
in 1951 following the Ceneral Strike in Spain; (c) the picket.ng of the CLK Smith
meeting in Oakland in 1953, which was attended by elderly people by invitation onlye
Tis Berkeley YSL had also considered picketing the amalgamated meeting of such reac=
Tionary groups as Pro-America, For-America, and several other right wing groups in
Sun Francisco in April 1955. It should be obvious by such a listing that all pick-
et lines do not presuppose violence. Naturally there is the possibility that defen~
sive tactics might be necessary to protect picketers who are physically abtacked,
but I dontt think that comrade Harris would oppose limited violence hero.
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Should we have tried to picket the McCarthy rally? - P. 3

(3) The purpose, again, of calling for a picket lifiec against the MeCarthy rally
would have been: (a) publicity for our unique posters; (b) shattering the fereical
and demagogic atmosphere of official anti-licCarthyism by irdicting the other side as
well; (c) involving other forces in such a principled defense of civil libverties,
before whom we could legitimately raise the banner of the ¥SL; and (d)indicating to
the "more enthusiastic" elements who were disappointed with the mildness of the meete
ing, that they would face continued opposilim if they carried their ideas into addi=-
tional mass meetings. (See Hal Draperss article: "The Face of tie Crowd ...", Labor
Action, Dece 6, 195L) -

Comrade Harris, after concluding that a "counter-demonstratimm to the McCarthy
rally ... lacks a political basis" ~- at least a correct one -- is opposed to the
idea of picketing simply "to get publicity for the YSL'. Ve agree, comrade Horris!
One does not picket unless there is a reasonsble political goal to be attained that
way. Before jumping to the conclusion that we had no goal in mind besides interfer-
ence with the kcCarthyites! right of assembly, you might have asked us for a more
detailed picture of our goals. Actually, even in the Berkeley unit's piece appear-
ing in the Feb. 7 Challenge there is a clue to our purposes.

je. "....The purposes of such a picket line would have been; (1) to mobilize po-
litical opposition to this ultra-reactionary grouping/ notice elaboration on
this point in this article. JW;7L which probably would have been good for na-
tional publicitys; (2) to encourage further counter-demonstrations if additional
meetings are called (offer leadership), and if called off to_push our role as a
contributing force/ also commented upon in this article. JW 7 3 (3) to gather
enough forcss outside of ourselves to defend such a political gesture from the
possible violence of the senator's more enthusiastic supporters.” ....

(6) I am not sure that I share comrade Harris! conviction that the YSL should
have throvm itself "whole-heartedly" into the fight to censure lMcCarthy inside of
whatever "spontaneous groups" that might have been formed, by passing out their pro=-
censure petitions on campus, etce That is, by merging ourselves opportunistically in
the phony censure move that was going on (As comrade Harris indicated, it vas a
phory censure ground.). instcad of raising the cry: "Censure McCa-thy for his viola=
tioms of civil liberties ins'.2ad of these picayune charges.," In other words,we
chowid have raiced a pisacip.ed defense of civil liberties, ditacl:iug both the Ezpube
1imans! and the Democr=ts?! guilt on the issue of HMeCarthyism. Obviously such aa ate-
,anlk and position would have played a progressive role in clarifying the thceughts and
poiitical objectives of such groups where we might have been present. Actually such
local protest groups would not be instrumental in settling the TV farce then going on,

(I agree with comrade Harris! idea that the YSL should have appeared at a pro-
censure rally with leaflets criticizing the "nature of the censure motion and its
spousors, and calling for censure for McCarthy'!s real crimes against democracy.")

If Comrade Harris?' remarks about the YSL not playing a "leading role" in such
a cempaign mean a critical propagandistic role for the YSL within such a new arena
-~ vhich comrade Harris might mean —- I would agree, Likewise if he meant that we
should have encouraged campus liberal groups to have participated in such a hypothe-
tical movement, fighting to get them to accept a more principled position and color
the campaign accordingly. However, we would have to realize the limited character
of such a campaign, its transientness, and the necessity to push our ideas on civil
liberties continuously and vigorously before everyone had gone home.
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A separate but similar case, is that of the "Joe Must Go" movement in Wisconsin,
Such an attempted popular move to recall one of the most virulent apostles of the
anti-civil-liberties current in the goverrmont certainly merited YSL participation
as an arena. Again, we would go beyond the mere anti-licCarthy personal aspects of
the campaign and try to introduce a principlcd, all-sided defense of civil liberties.
As a minority element, we would also seek to relate the need for a labor party as a
prerequisite to any serious and long run successful campaign to defend civil liber-
ties, since both parties vere too deeply compromised to repudiate their past.

(7) And now, finally, I want to take uwp comrade Harrist' mistaken views and
charges directed against the Berkeley ¥SL in his article, Comrade Harris says:

¥,,..Any disagreement over whether the YSL should have called such a demonstra-
tion as comrade Walker/Te. the Berkeley YSL. JW 7 proposed would seem to be of
minor significance, and it would be if it were not logically related to what
seems (from a previous article by comrade Walker) to be other differences over
tthe rights of fascistst!, "

Now it is no great secret that the Berkeley YSL has been in a discussion with
the YSL - NAC over what we are talking about when we say that we defend the civil
liberties of fascists. However, there is not as great a clarity within the YSL over
the fact that when this discussion proceeded further, there turned out to be no
real differences between us, except for one new point (hitherto not discussed) where
Berkeley seems more "lenientt about civil liberties for fascists ... ie. opposing
outlawing of fascist paramilitary groups by the bourgeois State.

Let me quote from some relevant signfosts in this discussion:

(2) Letter from YSL Chairman Martin to Berkeley Organizer Walker and NEC
member Robertson, idarch 10, 1955:

",...0n your talk re: Civil Liberties and fascists...Jack. I also agree
that there is no substantive difference between us, now that you clari-
fied the matter in your second piece[;ie. Feb, 7 Challenpe article _.7 There
is probzbly a large difference in emphasis however. ..., loday, I feel that
one should emphasize ones support for civil liberties for all, including
the fascists, rether than the right of the workers to defend themselves
against fascist violence with their own counterviolence./T agree. Ji/.

(b) Minutes of the NAC of May 2k, 1955:

The NAC "adopted unanimously" the view that "there were no substantive
differences between the Berkeley and national ¥YSL on this question[Eivil
liberties for fascists/"

Comrade Harris (as NAC alternate) was present at this mecting.

(c) Letter from YSL Chairman Martin for the YSL - NAC to Berkeley Organizer
Walker and others in the Berkeley arez, dated June 2, 1955:

",....a8 a result of the February 7 article in Challenge by Comrade Walker,

the NAC had felt that no substantive differences remained on this question
f

(d) Letter to The Daily Californian, March 2k, 1955, by the chairman of the
Berkeley YSL:
So0




Should we have tried to picket the McCorthy rally? - P. 5

",....The Berkeley YSL stands for the right of all fascists to pursue non-
violent activities free from legal harassment. ... However, our support of
the right of 2ll Fascists to engage in non~violent activities is not a li-
mitation on upholding civil liberties for Fascisis or Communists, for that
natter. +..."

It is unfortunate that comrade Harris did not see fit to add an explanatory pa-
ragraph to his article written in February 1955, in view of its desiined appearance
in July, Some comrades might continue to think that the apparent differences late
last year and early this year were (a) real differences, and (b) still exist, I am
sure that comrade Harris would not want such misunderstandings to continue.

N AT 2
IEBEEE

The one emerging difference coming from Berkeley's exchange with the YSL - NAC
seems, strancely enough, to put us closer to the views of the susplcious comrade
Fredericksen, Although ve start from different vantage points, the immediate result
is at least initially similer, Namely: The Berkeley YSL opposes the right of the
bouraeois State to suppress political organizations, inciuding fascist organizations,
Al fascists! military organizationsl

In general, this is motivated by profound hostility (as well as mistrust) over
empowering the capitalist stcle to license political organizations or class organi-
zations, 1If this power be accorded it in theory (even today) the groundwork is laid
for the eventual suppression of the bourgeois State's real opponent ~ the revolution-
ary socialist movement (when theory comes home to roost in actual situations). And
in particvlar, the question of a serious fascist movement poses a constellation of
forces that would also militate against calling upon the bourgeois state to outlaw
political groups or even paramilitary groups of political parties.

The appearance of such dangerous groups as the S.S. and S.A. in Germany marked
the breakdown of the everyday capitalist regime. The fate of the nation was no lon-
ger to be decidadl in perliament, but in more direct clashes between the fascist and
socialist mavemerts = between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat - in the streets.
This situation vresupposes an abstentionist role for the capitalist state's instru-
ments of vepresuioa (police, army) in the face of attacks upon the labor and radical
movement by fascist hoodlums and bands, Violence by fascists is condoned and left
unpunished 1y the State - despite - despite bowel-shaling illusions on the part of
the liberals, if only they can got through to the right state officiall The eyes
of 211 people in society are turned to the real foci of strength — the workers and
the fascists.

The workers' movement is mobilizing defense squads, irrespective of political
demarcations, and employing them to prevent the pillaging of working class districts,
radical newspapers, etc. Trade union committees are being formed to coordinate wor—
king class policy in this crucizl arena and also to lead major political and econo-
ic demonstrations by the working class. To call upon the capitalist state at this
time to oullaw any armed group - naturally neaning the fascists in our ovn ninds and
exquisitely worded petitions - is to give it a recognized power to suppress other
armec. grouis, especially the workers' defense squads., It would be a deadly mistake
not to exnect the fury of suppression to be visited upon the workers! defense squads

I¥st and most tellingly by the bourgeois state, when the fascist militia is sworn
to uphold that state in the last analysis.

Therefore, socialist policy in such circumstances should be: (a) to call upon
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the workers and their economic and political organizations to form defense squads
and general trade union committees to coordinate working class strategy (united
front) in this vital field; (b) to expose the dilatory and unconcerned attitude of
the State in the face of this anti~working-class violence; and (¢) to.proclaim the
need for absolute self-reliance by the vorkers, «nd sumoning: them to more direct
efforts to take political power and establiSh a socialist re-ordering of society to
solve the problems of capitalism'!s death agony.

e ' - i o . o o
Now this brief glance at the necessary dynamics of a socialist fight against fa-
scism cones against the rwasoning of comrade Martin (writing for the NAC) and comrade
Harris (the latter less clearly, although I believe it implied from his writing) on
the question of urging the capitalist state to outlaw fascist organizations. ie.

From "Discussion: Civil Liberties and Fascist Groups ... The Rights of Organi-
zations", by comrade Martin in Y5 Challenge, May 23, 1955.

",,..Jt is hard for us to believe that comrade Fredericksen bzlieves that action
against the Nazi SS by a socialist government or a bourgeois government[ﬁy €M~
phasis, JW 7/would have been a violation of civil liberties. It is not a ver-
bal question at bottom - the goverment declaring the SS to be outlawed - but
rather one of confiscating its weapons, breaking up its training camps, etc.

In the context of German society in the early 1930's and the repeated and un-
mistakably demonstrated activities of the SS, not of this or that SS member, but
of the SS as such, the govermuent would not have been violating anyone's democ-
ratic rights, for nobody has the democratic right to engage in such actions."

and
Fron "Comrade Walker and the McCarthy Rally", by comrade Harris, YSR, July L,!55.

", ...thile no democrat is for unlimited rights for fascists (ie. to terrorize
their opposition, beat up Jews, wreck working class meetings, etc.) we are for
certain rights for them, that is, the szme right we demand for ourselves and for
any other pclitical tendency, as long as it confines its activities to "peace-
fulmeans, Tien it goes beyond those limits, we are for the state suppressing
its activities (a% least we call woon it to do so/== moe JW/ ) and we call upon
its victims to derend themselves, whether the state sees fit to protect them or
not."

3EHEat

In other vords, the NAC, as expressed through comrade Martin in Challenge (and
also comrade Harris in his current polemic with Berkeley), is adopting a "clascless"
attitude toward calling in the bourgeois state to suppress groups. But the bitter
experience of the radical and labor movement, and the fields of bleached bones in
testament thereof, proclaim that the capitel ist state is not an "impartial" state
power, and therefore such a viewpoint is profoundly mistaken.

Thus, even in the immediate practical present, there is a decisive need to re-
view theory to come up with practical answers that will stand up in the face of
events. Therefore, the Berkeley YSL's contribution to the discussion of "eivil li-
berties for fascists" has not been superfluaus in its review of the 30's! RNot by
a long shot, (At the same time I want to reiterate my agreement with the NAC that owR
press should stress our concern for civil liberties for everyone.) I hope that the
NAC and the YSL menbership will address themselves to this proposed change in our
attitude toward outlawing fascist groups, as raised by comrades in Berkeley. };
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