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EDITORIAL NOTES

WHAT THE YSR 18

The Young Sooialist Review is the information and disoussion bulletin
of the Young Soolalist Leaguee The YSR is prepared by the YSL Natlonal Office
and is edited by Joan Morris.

The aim of the YSR is to conmstitute a forum for the expression of
all points of view within the YSLe It is, therefore, completely open to any
member or group of members who may wish to contribute their viewse Contributions
from non-members will be accepted, if of suffioiently high inmterests (The editor
Teserves the rignt to decide on the ocase of each such article,)

For obvious reasons 1t should be understood that artioles signed by
individuals do not necessarily represent the views of the YSLe Any material
that is "offioial" will be olearly labelled as such.

Copy should be submitted to the YSL National office, Third Floor,
114 We LLth Ste, New York 11, N.Y. If at all possible, submit oopy stenoiled,
single spaced. If this is not possible, then submit material type=written,
double spaceds Non typewritTen copy will not be accapteds

It should be clear that the YSR is not restrioted to members of the
YSLe Though issued primarily for members it 1s open to all friends and other
interested individuals, Members should meke every effort to get copies into the
hands of this wider audience., Sand in your bundle orders nowe

All labor experded in the publication of the YSR is donated by the
members of the NY Unit of YSL, ;

THIS ISSUB

This and the next issue of the YSR will cover business transacted at
the 1955 YSL Convention held in Chicagoe For praotical purposes only, this
issue is devoted exoclusively to the main resolutions and the revised YSL Cone
stitution passed as amended at the Conventione The following issue, <hich is
slated for publioation within two weeks,will ocontain motions and resolutions
that were defeated at the Convention and some post-Convention discussione.

All artiocles dealing with the secopd Convention issue will have to
be into the National Office no later tham Monday, October 10,

The editor of YSR intends to publish regularly with a goal of no less

than once a month, and possibly every three weeks, if YSL members oooPerE'{z'e.
YSR will be published with no lenlenoy on deadlines and this means you, oomrades.

DEADLINE SCEEDULE FOR NEXT THREE I
2 EE _ISSUES OF YSR ( Gopy into N.O.,

Ootober 10 2’;: gublioation
October 31 e
November 21




RESOLUTION ON- TASKS ANU’ORIENTATION OF THE YSL

The Ybung Sooiallst League 13 bhe any Amerioan youth organization that
spealks out against both Ameriocan end; Russisn imperialism ‘and for the Third Camp of
pease and socialisme- Although there is: 1ittLe prospect of a mass radicalisation of
American youth, the YSL, nevertheless, ocan-ingrease its size.and influence among
those youth who become inoreasingly aware.of the -dilemma that ocapitalism and
stalinism have brought to the entire world.- : ‘

The mein task of the YSL is.. to fully: exploit the growing opportunity to
oxtend its influences Today's thin strate of politically conseious youth will penee
trate deeper and deeper into the fabrio of American life tomorrows . It is among the
younger people that the YSL must oonoen+rate its appeal.

Our generation 1s grcwin up undor the threat of a Third Vlorld liare. It
can be said that the past two gsnerations have known little else, but war or the
threat of war. The preparation: for.war has.seepaed into every pore of Amerioan life
and its consequences are of daily 1mportance..~ Ca L

.The prosoerity of hha nire years sinoe the end of Uerld Jar II is still
with us, but now it is the Permanent Jiax - Saoonomy. It is. still easy to get jcbs when
schooling is over, the teke=home pay 1s high oomoared to other oountries, but. there ¥
is an existing and threatening priece to pay for thls prnsnerlty -~ the draft, UMT
and the constant threat of a world war. However, the fcroes of war and reaotion
hava not yet oomg into full .play and Ameripsan youth is only beginning to beoome
aware of its future under ogpltallsm.‘ .The: .aonomio prosperity of the richest and
most powerful capitalist ocountry in the worli sbrengthens the trad1t10na1 lack of
w1despvead interest in.radiocal politios or. even .of pol1tlos in genaral.

The problems which oonfront the sooialiab movement today are more complex
and dlffloult than those of the Thiitlies, .Then the primary. problems were ‘unemploy=
ment and war, the solution was soclalist and ‘it was not too difficult to convinoe
young people of it. Beocause of. past failures, the task of the.sooialist movement
and of the socialist youth is that much greater. .l/here the interest in politios
does come forth, it is often,in.search _for the quiock and easy solution", the
elusive magic formula that will provide for a "peaceful co-existence" of the rival
imperialism, e Coee '

It is the task.of the YSL .to convinge young people of the futility of such

"solutions" to their problems. It .is to teach them to go to the root of the matter, .
to convince them that radiaal politias are reallstio politios in a world threatsned
by destruction and barbarism and to. reject the poLitios of the . "oraokpot realists",

It is to instill ,in them a feqling of self=reliance, an, understaﬂding that the way
out of the present impasse.lies oply through their aotiyity, undarstendlng and orge
anization = and ultimgtely in their devetion to the fight for sopialism. There is
the need for the idealism of :youth, :an ewareness.that the socialist reorganization
of sooiety is the only realistis ‘hope. for a. world of peace and freedom and the real=~ -
izetion that in the labor movement lies the. strongest force to accomplish. this goale
It is necessary to point out that there must be 'a consistent and gontinued fight
for the preservaetion and extention of our: demooratio rights and against oompromising
these rights in the interests:of the fight agalnst communism”. £nd at the seme

time, it is important to olearly differentiate ourselves from the Stalinists and
Stalinism,.

To facilitate reaohing these objeotives, the YSL must grow into an otgan-
i,ation that oan take the leadership among young peoples The devotion and loyal ty
to the fight for sooialism. and to the YSL are prerequisites. for our developing into
an orgenization with recognizad leadership among radical youth.. It is recessary to
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develop a leadership within the YSL. and to stimulate maximum membarship nerticipation
in the internal life of tbe YSL., Fo organization oan’ funotiou tna” truly- domooratio
manner without the fullparticipaﬁion by the rgnk and’ file in its life and activitys

A demooratie struoture ocan onLy lay .the neoessary foundatlon, but it<is the responsi= -
bility of the membership ¢s a mhole to give this démoorasy an’ organlo oharaotar o
through their rarticipation. The "YSL today s ina’ position to carry its orogram to

e greater number of young people than ever before, But to be able to odfry on in

the most effective way, it is pecessory to develop politioally stable oadres, ideal=
istia and devoted. to the .payse of, soolalist demooraoy. » , : .

1) The past year and a half’ siuoe tbg ‘founding’of the YSL, there has not been
the revival of politiocal interest and ‘activity in the arenas of youth aotivitys In
goneral the siutations.and objeotive oiroumstances that hold back a revival of the
socialist movemant, affeots the YSL and the Indbpendant booialist ilovement as well as
other. radiocal and soolalist tenden01es. The country has passed from the recéssion
of late 1953«5lL, to an unprecedented boom; the waP orisis in Indoohina and the Formosa
straits have at least temporarily suspended” leading fnto the Bif L meeting at Geneva;
the power and. influence of lNeCarthy has receded, although MoCarthyism, the polities
of the witgh~hunt remairs, end there has al'so been a receding from the heights and

"excesses" of the anti-democratio trends Hoyever, while national and world siutation
broadly limits what we oan .do , there,. neverthaless, remaius oonsiderable area for
political’ aotivxty and reoruitment. L -

2) The YSL ooqupies a unigue poqi%ion among radioal youth todgy.' It is the
only soqialist youth organlzation that funo}ions, darries out activity and presents
itself %o Amerloan yquth, The megpr "of "the Soolalist’ Youth League and the Ybung
People's Sooialist League was & complete success from ‘avery point of view., ‘It halted
the dealine in both organizations, and .in the periqd since 1ts founding, the YSL has
increased its membership and aotxvity. It i$ not that ‘the YSL is an all inolusive
organlzation, with qnly a 'vague and nebulous _point’ of viéew, and therefore there is
no need for another Sooialist. youﬁh organlzation. It is. raﬁher 8 tribute bo the ~
strength and vitaLity of the ideas and poIitios of our movemant ‘and the devotion to
th: cause of socialism of" the membership ‘tHat has oarried .tHe " YSL “forward in a period’
most, if not all youth organisations deolined. JVitile v reoognize that it is a
sign of the t1mes when only one socialist youth organization exists, but it also -
nrovides an op»or+un1ty for greater recruitment and growthe.

3) Tt ia well reoognized that the orisis of the soolalist movement is based
uponi: the objeotive nature of .the nolxoical sityation in which: we find oursolvas in
the United Stgtes.. Thers is no seotion that has.not been trag1oa11y decimated by the
loss of members and. fallure to reo*ult. This’ is tire both of the revolutionary as
well as the reformist. tendanoes, - 1t quts across all polltioal linesy However, a
youth organxzation does not'feel 1ts effeots in the same way and to the same extents
The reason is to be found ip the nature of youth aotivity 1tself. Youth is naturally‘“
the 1deallstio ‘and radical in tendenoy, and not woighted dowd by the oynioism and’
dofeatism uaually prevalent among ‘the older genefations. The offeot of this general
faot is to bring a oonstant influx of ‘new contaots into the peﬂiphery of soocialist’
youth organizat1ons., Therefore, even in_ those periods of the greatest weight of -
unfavorable oiroumstanoes, &' jouth organlzation never loses its’ arena of aotlvity in-
@ ite the same way an adult group. doe8,  This is true today, es;eoially for a mOVement:
which oonsoiously strives to build'a youth groups

L) The main arena of agtivity for the YSL will oontinue to be the campus. It
is this perspeotive whioh has enabled the YSL to make the gaing of the past period.,
The founding convention of the YSL‘did pot believe that a, périod of large soale
political metivity.or reviyal of ‘interest in sooialist’ ideas was in the offering,
and this has nroved ocorracte’ Yeverthéless, thae oampus has not been barren, And while
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we do not anticipate a dvelopment enabling the: sociallst youth movement ¥o break out
of its isolation, we do expeot the campus. %o remain. the most meaningful arena in
terms of aotivityand reoruitmente Without this . orientation. it is likely that the
YSL would have suffered a serious deolines .: .

5) In a period when there are narrow restr;otions on the activity and 1nfluenoo
of the socialist movement, they do not affeot the cempus with the same intensity. It
is one of the few phases in American society where a socialist group can funotion
openly in its own name and receive a serious audienge as a legitimate and meaningful
politiocal alternative, at least among the politically conscious stratq of studentse.
If the YSL oan not funotion openly in-its own neme, at least a socialist club ¢r
avowedly radical olub is often possiblee The members of such a club should, of oourse,
strive toward oreating a mors demooratio situation where the YeSeLle o0an openly funct-
ione Lt . .

6) The campus, however, along Wlth other areas of Amerioan activity, is an area
of pclltioal quiescance. The last really significant large soale politioal aotivity
amd interast ococured during the 1948 presidential campaigne Sinoce then there has been
a steady decline with only slight upturns for short periods. The major reason for thig
deoline has beern and is the witchehunt « both the offioially govermment sponsored
variety inaugurated by the reactionary subversive list and the MoCarthy variety.
Students beocame more interested in their own private oareers and eschewed contaot -
with sooialist grouos and polities in genaral. :Politios because it was meaningless
in thé sense that the world problems were Bo large end complexs From this flows a
feeling of impotence and incompetence to achieve a goal which they feel may be de=-
sirable, 4 though there seems to be easing in the general situation in recent months,
it is still too early to see what effeocts 4t will have on the oampuse ‘A slight
revival in politiocal interest does seem to be likely, however, if, for no ather
reason, than the 1956 presidential campaigne It is bound to oreate an opportunity to
pose our soocialist point of view, to oritiglze the reactionary politioes of both the
Demooratic and Republican parties and to. argue for the necessxty of a labor Party and
a demooratio foreign poliqy. y o v

7) It will remain one of the main tasks of the YSL to conocentrate on ro~estab=
lishing roots on campuse In the past year and a half we have extended our activities
to colleges where we formerly did not exist or had the most tenuous of contact. Ve
also managed to consolidate some ocontacts which were on the verge of disappearing.
However, our position is oertainly not one where we have stab;11zed our ‘influence.
Toward this end, units should give spepial attention to the problems faced by our:
campus fraotions. This has in the nast and will in the coming period: remain, our
main area of reorultment directly and indirectlye. -It is also important that we
seek out younger students'to provide’ a base of activity when older members graduate, -

8) It should be the rospon51bllity of every comrade on campus to participate in
the political life of the .campus. Tre.organization form will have to depend on the-.
ciroumstances in each particular sitaation. On a campus. whore there exists real '@ -
tradition of palitioal freedom or at least toleration of dissident politioal points : -
of view, it is nok excluded that, if there are the minimum number of Y'lers, a YSL
0lub may be organizeds However, this will not be the typical sistuation.,  Far more
common will be the opportunxty to form a soolalist. or socialisteorientated olub where '
Wwe can openly present our socialist idease . A breader group will provide an arena
of activity for“those students whg are ‘not ready or willing to join a sooialist orge
anizations It is often through participation in a broader ocampus olub that we are
able to recruit. In these situations where the reactionary nature of the adminlstra-
tion or the anathy of the studont bhody is such that it would be. impossible to form a -
5001a113t-orlentad club, YSLers should join such liberal groups, such as SDA and M KP

®
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if they.existe - The maln objeotive is:toifind ér oreate a politioal arena in which °

to operatae One of the factors limibing our freedom of choice is the small size of
our campus fractions. Hopever, we have seen examples where ‘oveh an isolated member
is ablo to build a periphery, form a soocialist olub and oreate a center of politiocal
aotivitye The subjective factor of orgenizational ability affords a oconsiderable
degree . of meneuverability which ocan spell the difference between the oampus olub or
an 1solated comrades But whatever: ‘the partioular situationy it is the responsibility
of every, aotive YSLer to be known as'.a Third Camp sooialist and the most artioulate
defender of our demooratio rights. ‘

9) The main emnhasis of our ,ocamous politioal work oanters ‘about the struggles
over the attacks on our demooratic rights and.against the imperialist politicd of -
both war - bloos. .In a poriod such as the present,when both-bloos désire ah easing of
the helghts of the wer tensions and a detente in order to consolidate their positions
for the mnext phese of the struggle for wo11d dominion. we must not relax our politioal
oritioism of the politios of the struggles i@ should not fall inko the mood of ‘oone
fusion surroundlng the task of pesceful ocow=existence and the Peeling of = develoning
era of good feeling. ile would be abandoning the meaningfulness-of our told as ' °
sooialists if we did not point to the reason for this presenﬁ 'respite,’ what are the -
politics behind it and the faot that it is impossible to achieve peace through the
method of a deal between the imperialist pcwers « A4t the seame time we must avoid
giving the impression that we are oritical of the nresant périod because ‘it is an
easing of tensions. Ve must constantly .teke the lead in the advocacy of pesacs,
espeoially in the era of nuclear weaponse Bubt we must point out that peace oan not
be aohieVQd through.any means. * ' must point out that only ‘a truly demooratio govern=-
mert .working olass government which has broken with bourgéois politios ocan rally the
‘people alL over the world to defeat the twin dangers to peaoe - oapitalism and
Stalinistie. . :

¥ ¢

10) In the course of our campus work, ome of our main tasks is to attempt to
involve braader seotions of -the student-body in political aotivitys /e seek to break
out of the isolation of the anti=political mood and antimsodialist prejudiocese. Toward
this purpose, we seek to join in united front aotivities with liberal, pacifist and
other soclalist tendenoies. . ''hile there are wide gulfs of politioal and theoretiocal
differenoas seaparating us, there are also 1mmed1ate political issues where we are in
agreement, .

"11) - The partioular situation where this is pOSSible varies, Such united front
activ1t198 in no way imply an abandonment of our point of view or aonsessions to
opposing tepdencies. Rather we attemyt to oonvince thém'6f the nesd For a consistent
and prinoipled defense of oivil liberties: YSLers through ‘their militant position
can often oreate a periphery on cam-us which will look to the” YSL and YSLers for
leadership. o attemt to force the liberals to fight oconsistently for their point
of view where the results would lead twoard a oonsistently demooratio oolsitlon.
Part of this is oconrected to our oriticism of their failure to tis up the anti-demoo-
ratic reaction.of the postewar period wlth %ho ooId war 1tself and their tendenoy
to oom-romise with reactionn

12) YSLers 1n thalr campus activities odma in oontaot with'other volitical
tendenciese The oxact .mature of thesa groups vary from' campus to campuse Today,
given the dacline of organized political groups, 'we still seek to onter into united
fronts and Q00" eration with Liberal grouns on clvil liber*ies and demooratic issues.

Although the btalinast youth and Stallnlst ‘tendsnoles have born the heaviest
blows in the present years, it is not ab all unlikely that they will gain signifiocantly
in tho ooming period. The.atmosphere of a cold war detente, real or apparent, even
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for a brief period, will be conducive to their growthe Illusioms of peaceful ocoe
existence and an era of cooveration between the U.Se. and Russia will neturally develop
amonz those with least politiocal experience and the Stalinists have already made a
turn in the direotion exploiting this senmtiment. To a certain extent, many who would
naturally tend toward liberal organigations will be attracted into the Stalinist
periphery or there may be an overlaopihge. It 1s not exoluded that a period of closer
sooperation of liberal and Stalinist organizations mey be at hand, escecially as the
Stalinists become more "liberalistic"e In the past we often had to argue to convince
the liberels thet they should defend the Stalinists?! oivil rights, now we may be
arzuing against united front cooreration between the two tepdenqiea.

13) Vhile we call for united fronts gemerally with liberal groups, this attitude
does not generally extend to Stalinist groupse e do not oall for united fronts with
the LYL or Stalinistecontrolled organizationse Rather we seek to isolate them polie
tiocally and organizationally. The Stalinlists have suffered the same set=backs oxe
perienced by other groupse But ocompared to other organized tendencies, they still
remain a major force. Rarely will we find a LYL, YPA or a Marxist Study groupj ine
stead they will attempt to form a "peace" committee or a group organized around
sneioifioc issues. Vhile the Stalinists may have a periphery of "innoosnts" or those
with Stalinoid attitudes our basic poisition remains unchangede This does not mean
that we abandon this periphery to the Stalinists for they are oftenthe same group
we attem:t to recruit. Ve seek to win them away through political disciuission and by
demonstrating in action that we are the most milltant and oconsistant partisans of
peace and demooracye

1l}) thile liberals are the defenders of the imperialist polioies of one side
in the oold war, and the Stalinists of the other it does not follow that we adopt the
same attitude toward bothe The liberals when they enter into a particular action to
protest the firing of a teacher, join an anti-ROTC ocampaign or oppose the sending of
UsSe troops to Indo=China do not demonstrate the same meaning and consequences as
when the Stalinists »ropose the same thinge. The liberal is opposing a partioular
action of the cold war polloies at home or abroad from what is objeotively a demooratis
position, and not from the noint of view of defending or justifying a totalitarian
forcee It is a sten toward our noini of view or it is a step we can support because
if ocarried to its logioal conolusion it would lsad oloser to -our position = for:
cifil liberties and a demooratio foreign polioys Not so with the Stalinistse The
objeotive roaning and consequence of their actions leads to or is part of their
support of the Stalinist ocampe:

It is not taoctiocally excluded that a local YSL may wish to oall for a
united front with either a stalinist youth group (LYL,YPA) or a more limited stalinist
front group on ocoasions Such a move might be useful in embarrassing the stalinists,
since they are often afraid to bring their younger elements arcund the ISL for fear
of losing theme A united front with a stalinist front group might nrofitably be .
pushed where the Stalinist program is not part of the limited aims of such a group
( oivil liberties group)e By recommending programmatio planks that opposie the 3tal =
inist real politios (eege 0ivil liberties everywhere, for Troskyists, too, etos) it
might be possible to expose the real character of these front groups to good elements
who were unaware of the Stalinist's power or of the nature of U.S. Stalinism's antie
oivil=liberties stande

15) There are many times, however, when liberals insist that the Stalinist be
inoluded ina united front, often out of the mistaken notion that it is undemocratio
to exclude anybody. This may be a greater likelihood in the present situation where
the Stalinists have reduced their "~rogram" to the absolute minimpm = Yveace"s iihere
this is the case we do not isolate ourselves by refusing to partioippte in the aotion,
V'o have the responsibility of particivating in the united front which inoludes the
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- Stalinists to advenoe ths pdrtioular action and to educate liherals to ithe need of.
 operating without cooperating with Stalinisme We should raise political oriteria
“-gch 48 opposition to totalitarian regimes, in both Fasoist Spain or in Russia = in

the ‘attempt to exclude the Stalinistse Often this will be suffioiant to:foroe the
“Stalinists to exclude themselves, However, it is mot ruled out: that we move to

expell a Stalinist organization from a united front under oircumstences. where-their
“‘presenco would perilously compromise the objeatives of the partiocular :eampaign or -
astion, It is gometimes possible to isolate and expose the.role .of stalinists in &
united front hest by not moving to expell them, but by ocontimied politiaal expgsure
of them within the united fronts This "educational" role ocan be used to Win.over the
'weeker Stalinists and Stalinoids, and should not be exduded by making it a uriiversal
~ tactia for the YSL to move to expell Stalinists from every .united fronte While we-
“do not ‘propose cooperation with the Stalinists, we, nevartlioless defentl their civil
ltbertiese. The attack against them is oarried out as part of the attack against
radidal and demoorstio ideasec Ve defend the right of the Stalinists to advooate
théir'ideas and attack the reactionary foroes subverting our demooratio rights, :. -

B S8 S

' 16) Vhile the general student orientation must continue, it is important.to .
remember that building a student YSL movement is not an end in itself, The YSL oan
beoome a signifiocank youth organization only if it develops a proletarian basis. It
is the-present task of the YSL to develop and educate suffioient members:to provide
a oadre -for a working oless youth movements Towards implementing this pélioy of
having postecollege youth going into factory situetions there should be oonscious
effort by looal units and the NAC to emphasise that such work is the mést important
manner in whioh a young sooialist ocan give weight to his' sooialist’ conviotions.
Fewer and older YSL comrades should be urged to consider real loocal situations, and

* they should be eided 4n'this by the few existing comrades in industry in that area.
Unit orgenizofs and older comrades in industry in ocooperation with the NAC should
seek in every way to integrate interested YSL comrades into the- industrial actiwity
of the' bomrades of the Independent Socialist Leaguee But. it is important to remember
that the oontinued vitality of the YSL and its predecessbr organization is.due to the
campus orisntation. Lo ' - : o .

17) It is necessry to prepare for a time when' YSLers:'leave sohool by snoourage=-
ing individual and group preparationfor an industrial ‘ocoupation, and emble the
YSL to partioipate in the life of working olass youths This does not  mean that the
YSL should abandon its campus work and prepers to go intdthe shop, but’ rather that
we should simultaneously engaze in industrial training end enoourage YSLers to
learn 'an industrial skill and seek employment in a union 'shop. :

18) The YSL has establishedthe Young Sooialist Review, dﬁpmbination disoussion
bulletin add magazine. However, it has not played the role:'inkhe YSL's politioal
life that it should. It has appearsd toginfrequently, primariﬁy due to the Xwk of
materiale Iiembers should  be encouraged to write articles 'on general politiocal
topios as well as discussing the problems. of youth and the youth mwements. The
freqaenoy of appearance and the nature.of ths artioles infbhe YSR are an important -
index to the vitality of politioal disetssion in the organizatione :

N . . e . T I . .

19) Our weekly publication, the Young Socialist Challenge, eppearing as-part
of Labor Action, is ageal accomplishment since our founding convention. A weekly
organ plays an.important sducational’ end egitational role in bringing the Y} to
larger groups of youthe However, there isnéed for wider distribution of Dure press’
" and the failure to do so will not' be oaused by eny short: supply of Chejllenges, :

v ot

e
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20) There is the need to educate the membership in both the theory amd politios
of the social ist movemente The NAC after our founding convention set itself the
tazk of writing aseries of educational pamphlets and study outliness This has not
been done but the need remains. By having a series of basic pamphlets we can reoruit
people to a definite set of ideas, instead of sending them into the vast storehouse
of socialist literaturee They will have cl> ar viewambout the YSL attitude on '/ar,
Capitalism, Stalinism, etce, vhich are necessary to theoretically armor members to
stand the pressures directed at an antiewar youth movemente This is especially
necessary outside of the New York center where outside speakers are not usually
available to give educational meetingse 1In the last analysis selfeeducation through
extensive reading is how comrades politically develop, but such pamphlets if lsgibly
and attractively done on a good in‘ellsctual level, ocan immeasurably e@id in directing
comrades on to further reading by whetting their intelleotual appetitess It & ould
be the task of the incoming NAC to set up an educational ocommittee to carry out this
job.

21) Inside of the limitations of the objective situation we recognize that we
have not fully exploited our potentialities for growthe A great part of the reason
is the size of the YSL w ich limits our ability to utilize or even make contact
with meny areas or campusese In the past year and a half, to the extent that we
were able to send out tours, they were successfule It should be our aim to send
out as many tours as vossibles A tour or a visit by & YSLer from one of our
larger unitsoften serves as amorale booster to an isolated member or sympathizer,
and if followed up ocan result in reoruitment.

(a) Another important form of education for YSLers lies in the kinds of
tactics the YSE selectse Since the YSL wants to prepare young socialists to partice
ipate in enti-war work, and consequently %o be prepared to resist community pressures
and even intimidation efforts of the authorities, it should self consciously seleot
more militant taotiocs in its activities as a way to give the preparation and organi-
zational elan for undertaking mass aotivities latere *ie want to abtract militant
youth who will be able to stand up for their ideas, and not simply to train
"parlismentarians" or "senile youth". Therefors, such aotivites as picket lines,
leaf'let and Challenge distributions, street speeches, sidewalk stenciling of slogans,
etocs, should be encouraged where they are meaningfule ‘iithout making afetish of
thess activities by mechanical use of them under:all conditionms, it must be a part
of FAC direotion end oconsideration of YSL problems and influence to estgblish the
YSL as a resolute, numeriocally overestimated furce in the community or situations
where it is engaged by virtue of such imaginative and bold tactiose

22) hile atterding YSL meetings is an important function of membership, eaoh
member should participate in at least one outside activitye It can be acampus club,
a trade union, a liberal organization or a NAACP chapter. For those members who
have lsf't campus, are unable to function in the student movement, the YSL should
attempt to direot them into aotivity in other political and sooial areas in which
youth and young adults oan be reacheds Such areas are to be found in unions, oivil
liberties and liberal organizations, community service, fraternal and social organe
izationse i@ must, of ocourse, draw the line between spreading ourselves out too
thin everywhere result ing in the inability to oconcentr:te mn effective group of meme
bers anywhere, and mere internal functioninge But at the same time, we have to
build a periphery for the YSL, Vherever we do function, YSLers have to develop a
reoruitment consoiousness. There is a speoial need to reocruit younger members who
will form the ocadres tomorrowe To the extent that we recruit, then to that extent
we break out of our isolation, and provide the basis for further growthe
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In accordance with the Y./3L- uYL unity agrecuaent and by the decision
of its founding convention, the YSL was established as an Iindependent:
sociallst youth organization unaffillated to any adukt or general so-
cialist party or organization. This decision flowed from certain very
concrete considergtions and not from any theory that the independence of
socialist youth organizatlons in general and the YSL 1n particular is
permanentlx desirable.‘;

On the contrary, the YSL did not and does not hold that an organi-
zation of socialist youth should in general be an Independent group.
Such independence leads tao the youth organization 1tself - beconing a
"youth- party", that 1s, a general socialist organization which sets it-
self up as the socialist party or organization in the country, as a
separate soclalist tendency which seeks the adherence of the workers to
1ts bamners, as onposed to the banrers of other socialist groups. For
a section of the working class and socialist movement based on an age
group and 1ts specilal problems and needs (that is on the younger mem-
bers of the working class and population), to attempt to become the so-
cialist organization of the working class as a whole, 13 absurd. g

In general, and where specific factors do not indicate the contrary,
a soclalist youth organization has to be the youth sectlon of a general
or adult organization. Youth groups of adult organizations or parties
do, and where they do not, they should have autonomy wilth respect to
the adult party in certain respects, but nevertheless they are the arms
of general socialist organizations among the young workers and students.

. That the above was the viewpoint of the founding convention of the.
YSL is demonstrated by the fact that the convention declded to have the-
questlon of the unaffiliated status of the League brought up again at -
the second convention of the organization; the YFSL-SYL unlty agreemert .
had specified that any proposals to affiliate the YSL to an adult g0~ °
cial*st group could not be ralsed until then. T

: There can be no doubt that ths only orvanszatron to which the YoL
could affiliate, if that were to be its dec131on now, 1s the Indepen-..
dent Soclalist League. At the same time that it declared itself to be
an independent grous, the VYSI made clear that’'it is not neutral or in-
different with respect to the various soclalist parties and organiza-
tions. It declared 1itself to be in the clodest possible fraternal re- =
lationship with the ISL and Ilmnlerented this statemeni by endorsing an
exchange of fraternal representatives between the leading cormittees
of tre two organizations and between Y3L Units and IST branches where
this is feasible, by amnouncing 1ts support of the Indenendent Social-
ist weekly, Labor Action, and by making practlical arrengerients for the
oublrcation of the ¥SL organ, Challenge, which is independently edited
and published by the YSL in the pages of Labor ActTon, and for the -
League's sharing office snace with the ISL. These relations and arran-
gements have wo rked very well during the past period and have been a
source of gratification to the Y51, and nave consetituted evidence, if
any 1ls necded, thd: the YoL attltude towa rds the I.L is oorrect.

In this connection we wlah also to note tie aid which tbe ISL has
rendered the ¥YSL In the organlzation of several _new Y57 units, in the
day to daywork of the Y5, and in other ways. ' Likewise, YSL-ISL gooper=
ation on specific tasks in various locallties ;as been beneficial to
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both drgaﬁizétlons and to ‘the cause of socialism,

~ The estimation which the ISL enjoys.in the eyes of the YSL and the
arrangernents and relations flowing from 1t are not accidental; they B
rest on a firm political foundatlon., The YSL .and the ISL are the sole:
organizations of revolutlonary democratic gocialism in the United
States. They, and they alone, ars unlted in thelr opposition to im-
perialist war, to the two imperlalist war camps, and to the regimes and
soelal systems of these camps. They stand for:the struggle of the '
Third Camp of international labor against capitglism and Stalinism and-
for. a soclalist world of peace, freedom and plehty. They, and they a2
lone, stand for full civil ‘liberties in the facd of the witchhunt now
raging in the land. !

In addition, the two organizations are in substantlal agreement
on most major polltical questions of the day. For these reasons it 1s
accurate to say that in a political sense the YSL:and ISL are parts of
one movement and that together they constitute on§ tendency in the

working-class moveument.

. We. wish to make clear, however, that the YSL is open to all young
soclalists who agree with the principles and program of the YSL and
accept 1ts disclpline, whether or not they share our estimation of the
ISI, and our attitude towards it. Further, closeness to, or even mem-
bership in other adult soclalist organizations than the ISL does not
necessarily preclude membership in the YSL. 1In this respect, as in
others, the YSL 1s a broad organization and opposes the conception of
a monolithic organization. o ‘ R

The decision on whether or not members of socialist organizations
which are hostlile to the politics and organization of the YSL are to
be invited or admitted to YSL membership, when such a questlon arises,
has to be based on a flexlble attitude and depends upon the concrete -
circumstances.

II

The second convention of the Young Socialist League decldes to
continue 1its independent and unaffiliated character for the coming per-
3od. It takes this decision, despite the general views it holds on the
question of "independent youth organization", which are outlined above,
Decause of a number of considerations that pertain at this time. The ’
most important ones are as follows:

. A. The YSL is and alms to be a broad Third Camp soclalist youth
organization, embracing students and young wo"rkers who adhere to the
idexs of soclalism, regardless of the differences which may obtaln be~
tween them on certain theoretical and historical questicns. Tow while

outh sections of adult or general soclal’st organizi&tions are alweys
JDbroader and less homogeneous than their adult partles, the indepen-
,dence of the Y3L enabl: s it to have a stlll broader stamp and charac-
/ ter. There can be no doubt that in the eyes of lhe students and
/ young workers who form the arenas for YSL work, afflliatlon to the
/ ISL would be regarded as a narroring of the nature of the Y5L.

,/ B. The formation of the YSL involved the merging of two ideo-
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oglcal tendencies, the lMarxlan sSclalism of the SYL and the more gern-
ral left-socialism of. the YPSL, The resultant of this. ds. that the

SL combines these two tendencies as its ldeological 1ife. Affilla-
fon of the YSL to the ISL at this time would give the ¥YSL's audience
‘he impression that one: of these. tendencies had - d134pweared from the
‘SLy which is not the case. e

C.- Above all the fact that the ¥YSL is the “only national organipg
.‘ation of" sociali.st youth in the country, the fact that the ISL, sSwP,
P, SLP, 8DF, etc., do not have: natlonal youth. organizations, enables
he ¥SL to be the soclalist -:youth organization in the country, creates
or it ‘the rols of the organization of all socialist yocuth, despite .
e ¥YSL's pronounced ard defimlte views on the outstanding polltical
roblems of ouwr perlod. A ' o

III

: While remainlna 1ndenendent, the YSL reaffirms its closest frater—
al relatiors with the ISL and looks forward to a period of even clo-.
er collaboration and jolnt work. The YCL endorses and supports :
abor Actlon and tlhie ¥ew International; it declares its firmest soll-
Brity with the ISL in 1ts efforts to be removed from the Attorney
ienerml's so-called. Subversive u*st and to end all .other witchhunting
lcasures aggainst it. : . _

Thersfore, tthYuL looks forward to a continuation of the closest
fraternal coo™peration with the ISL in their coruaon struggle for .
3ocialist democracy.



=12

T W

AMVRICAN RWSOLUTION

The main characxcristics of Amorican social and political :
1ifp folXlowing Woérld Var- TI dorive their origin fram causes stemmig
fr-an the cold war between world cepitalism (at the head of which -
stonds the United States) and stalinism, and: from the accompanying -
Permanent War Fconomy. These two factors will continue to influence
future developments in a decisive marher, although not in the form of
a continuous development of tendencles which have hitherto been domine
ant, The pest period has witnessed o continuous movement. in a single -
direction: in the economy an increase of production and rise in livinhg
standardg;.in social 1life a growing. conservatism and amellioration € ..
‘gocial comflict; in politics & strengthening of alk fams of bourgeols

--4deology and thpir petty bourgeotls varients; in public affairs a growth
of the Garrison State and an unprecedented attnck on civil liberties;
in the labor movement the entrenchement. of &  conserva¥l ve bureaucracy
and decline of militant .and loft-wing tendencies; among the youth a -
turn from ‘social to individual interestss Wlthin this context sod ale
ism has become an isolated movement, without influence or broad appeai.
The prospects for bulling a2 soclalist movement in ‘the future depend -
upon a change in the objective economic, seéial snd political condita -
iong now prevalling, This resolution will attempt to establish the
basis and nature of such a change, and the tasks and -problems that
will be posed, -

Contrary to tha axpectations of both capitalist and soclalist
economists, tho American economy did not revert to the condition o
semi-paralysis of the pre-war decade following World War II. Instead
of unused anustrial capacity, a vast expansion of facilities; instead
of mass uncmployment, over sixty million employed; instead of chromic’
crisis, an almost continuous boom; instead of mess misery, & general -
increase in the standard of living. On the basis of this record the
defenders of ocapitalism have claimed thet capitalism has overcome its
traditional barriers--that it has found ways to prevent depression and
insure a continuous improvement in the well-being of the masses of
people. With a certain measure of truth 1t 1s claimed that the gover-
nment has been able to maintain oconomic stability by direct inter-
vention in the econouy.

The primary form of such 1ntervention, however, end the one
form without which all others would have but slight effect, has been
. the vast extent of government. spending for military purposes and D rei;
- aid., At the height of New Deal "pump priming" the entire government
budget never amounted to mmuoh over si4x billion dollars a year. Since
194¢€&, on the other hand, miliitary spending has been at the rate of 10
to 40 billion per year, and =t .the present time 1t has stabilized at
a fipure of about 35 billions. In addition, since 1946 over 50 billior
have been spent on foreign aid, The artificisl market thus created
has served as the outlet for the overproduction of commodittes which i1
the particular characteristic or capitalism, and the origin of 1its
tendpncy to develop crises. '

The origin of present American progperity is not to be sought,
then, in the "exceptional" character of American capitalism as such,
but in its internationally derived position as the world organizer of
the capitalist sitruggle against stelinism, and in particular, as the.
lrading militery opponent of stalinism, ﬁnd inasmuch as this primary
econflict cannot be eliminated, whatever steps the contending powers ma;
take to bring about a lessening of tension, the Permanent Way Economy
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can be cxpected to continue, ALl dlscussions of the prospects of the
Amoricen aconomy must teéke into account the fact that military end
para-militery spending will not cease abruptly, orn. undergo any sig-
nificant decline.: As long as this is thé case, an economic crisis of
the depth &nd deeree experienced in 1929 must be excluded.: The im-
probability of -such 2 crisis is’ not the same as guarantaeing a: con-
tinuation of mresent economlc conditions., Rather, even with-the.con-
tinuation of the:Permecnent iap 'Reonomy, there are indlcﬂtions thet . the
tendeney towerd overproduction will assert 1tself. Rather than a:
general industrial crisis, hOWever, this crisis will mesgt likely.take
the form of a2 slowing down in growth, collapse of certein sectar s :Gaf
1ndustry (most ‘prominently the consumers goods industries), a moderate
bup growing nunber of un~mployed, etc. There are indications thdt: in
the past period the conditions for sach a decline have been accumiat-
; 1ng. While military spending continues to provide an -important sustain
ing effect, 1t has orased to be the source of oxpansion. Instead, tae
‘expansion of eoonomic activity in the immedie ts pa28t period has been
besed upon those "normal" meens which become prominent during perioas
of .capitalist upswing, but which eventually exhaust themaelVes and :
.become sources of collapse. ‘ . o

~

The . first of those mcans is, prlvate business apnnding on- 1mprar-
inﬂ_efficiﬂncy by introduction of ‘machinery. . In ‘this area, the mos t
spec¢tacular development. is the widespread introduction of automation,
the aim of which is not only to reduce labor cos s, but to eliminate
labor completely, whorever thils 1s pogsible, *hile the degree of dis-
placement remains concecled while the process. 13 taklng place, once. the
limits imposed by techniczl development and profitabllity are reached,
the redustion in the working foroe nacessary Eeoomes evident through
an 1norease in unomploymontg . ,

.~ The second source of prasent prospe“ity 1s an even more un-'*
healthy sign, nemely the esnormous expansion of consumer .eredit. The
housing boom, one of: the mainstays of the sconomy, has been financed
by a 75 b1illion dollar mortgage, Autos and household appliances, the
other main prop under the. civilian economy, have bapn soldlonly with -
the aid of 2 30 billion dollar 1nstallm&nt ¢redit bill, - Particularly’
in the, last year the increase of credit oveu repayments represents
a dangpr sign for the aconony. Another sda: sign can be seen in the
absence of general inflation during a period of business expanslion,
Only in the speculutive markét have: 1nf1atlonary tendeneles: besn evi-
dent, UWhile the length znd durability of ,the mresent prosperity tannot
be dofinitely limited, neither can 1t be excluded that -all of these anc
other factars will asse=t themselves in the next year.or two, with
consequences of an impor tant ‘politfical significance. ‘'hatever: the.
timstable, however, barring a vast increase in military outlays beyond
pregent levels, the American. nconomy must run up against the 11mits
Imposed by the. tnability of. the msrket to absar b to total amount of
goods produced-under fr@e qnterprise ccnditlons. i

Since the . gpnaral condition for business prpsperity is thp main»
tenance of profitability, it 1s nccessary to note not only the fact
that profits have reached exiroadinary levels, but also the form of
their distribution, 'Fven .during a period of gpnpral prosperity, it has
baen the largest, most advanced and highly monopolized #ndustrids whiseh
have bsen the leading beneficiarins, And in the past threes years it
1s those corporations which kave inerezsed their share of the total -
profits from €9_to Blt?er ‘cont The struggle of smaller business to

e8e corporations represent the 3,440 corporations '
abouE 500,000) which own 50! per cent of total asgigs.&ti Fout ot
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maintain themselves, and of lerge corporations to increase their profits,
has led in the past perilod to a wave of mergers, the sole effect of
which is to carry further the high degree of concentration already dom-
inant in all major dectors of indubthy, 2nd a decline in the relative
cconomic (and hence socilal) 1iifipérbaKgs 6f, small and medium-sized enter=
prises. A similar trend, ,although aﬁ‘aksidweb pace; has be~n taking
place in the agricultural sphers, whére the family farm 1is beifnig con-
tinually replaced by capitalist type "factorles in the fields" which are
completely eritangled in the net of control excercised by finance capital,
and henee entirely dependen® upon the maintenance of general présperity,
to provide a market, In zddition, as 2 relatively "free" and compet-
itive ares, agriculture depends 2ls0 upon direct governmental subsidy
through thé price-fixing and crop-limitation programs, ‘

. The situation in hAmerican sgriculture 1s significant, not of
the general succegs vhich necéssarily attends state intervention.in
the economy (which in this case 1s derived from the political power of
a small group dué to its widespread peographical distribution, and the
dver-representetion of fermers a2nd rural population in our elactaral
system), but of the basic acceptance of the intimate relation between
governmont policy and ~conomic 1ife, and the transformation of politi-
cal 1ife which this acceptence implles. For i1f we cennot sxpect a sgud-
den and’ cédtastrephic collepse of the economy, we con be sure that’even
a moderate, limited decline in the economy will praiuce important poli-
tical consequences. Tt is such 2 decline that we expest, Particularly
'if it should assume a chronie form, the most profound changs in the
character of political 1ife would occur. With this, it is necessary to
turn to an analysis of the major politicsl forces in America, zlways
.keeping in mind the basic problems which wi1ll be posed by an economic
recegsion. o :

o For twenty years the Demoeratic party matatained i1tself in
_power by claiming to stand for the interests of ths "little people' as
against the ss~lfish end reactionary interests of big budiness repre-
sented by the Republliecan party. Standing firmly for the maintenance of
capltalism, and defending 1t agoinst both internstional threats and
attacks by the &mcrican workers, 1t nevartheless sought to overconoe the
past flagrant injusticos of~c¢apitalism as 2 mesns of rostoring confi-
dence in a system overcome by depression. Thus 1t enacted a serics of
social welfare measwes, sought and succeeded in harnessing a mili-
tant labor movement by making 1t a "partner," and campaigned against
economlic royalists, blg business and the Hepubliecan party. Very early
In 1ts career it exh=usted the resources of a social reform program
available to a capitalist party, limiting 1tself henceforth mainly to
appeals to specldl groups (farmers, Negroes, ,organized lzbor) on bYehalf
of very ilmited appeals, but perticularly to the dacp and widesprcad
fears of depression and misery which the Republicen party was the focus
of. The depth of these fears was proved in 1948 wheon Truman played upon
them with consumate skill. Fifteen, yecrs of war and war-spending induc-
ed prosperity, together with the inabllity of the Demacratic Party to
go beyond its early program, served both to weeken the basis of its
negative appeal, and dissipate 1ta political capitesl as the party of
progress and social advance. : :

The election of the Wisenhower Republican administration sig-
nified the restoration of confidence, partlcoularly by the middle classes,
in the stability of the system, and the political fitnoss of bilg busie
ness to resume direct control of the state, The adminisitration roespond-
ed by installing a business man's government, revarding specilal interest:
by a whole series of legislative meazsures(tax reduction for the rich,
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give-away programs for mational r&sources, administretive rulings hem-
pering the :¥abor 'mowement; ete.) and -otherwise ettompting to give free
sway to its busindssrsupporters. Yet desplte thils-blatunt favoritism,
the significantizspect of the Republicen return to.power was that it
did not seek the.revocation of any basic New Degl megsures, contrary to
the -Fnd hopes of 1ts more reactionary wing, snd in-d-few insignificant
sectors (mintimun wage leégisletion) even presented the appearance. of
carrying o &iprogram. of reform under the slogen of qdynamic conser-
vatism.," TIn‘'the field of public power, while it obstained from expand-
ing government owned facllities, and sought indirectly to undermine the
position of TVA, 1t qr ickly Petreated on Dixon-Yates-rather than fight
for the "principle" of free enterprise. Thus, in their cautious and
timid way, Eisenhower's policles recognized the extremely tentative and
hesitant degree of confidence invested in his party, which publically
admits - the degree to which 1ts success depends upon not 1its program,
but 1%s ‘individual leader. - ~ © : : :

B - In its-fatlure to develop the "maximum progrem" of big busi-
ness (which-1a expounded in the latest roport of the Hoover Gommission)
the Eépublican perty has recognized the fact of its tenunus-position
as the majority party (a position reversed only two years later in the
econgressional rlections of 1954) but 1t has also reveaeled:its own lack -
of confidenge in the feactérs which restored it to power, namely the
bases of the current prosperity. It understands that its tenure depends
upon ‘the perpetuation.of prosperlty; even the spector of a depression
in the form of a sharp rise 1in unemployment would undercut its political
position. There 1s every indiéation that the Hepublican party is pre-
pared to undertake ma ja steps to-bolster any economic decline. Thus it
is preparing a major road -building program, talks about expansion ¢f
public works, etc. In prepering such measures{ the governmentreccrnizes
the truth of:a leading "elder statesman" that "our way of 1life" could
not survive either -a war or anoth.-:r depression., And while such a2 con-
sclousness cannot prevent the occurance of either, it will determine the
approach-of the bourgeoisie in the inltia) stages of a recession, . -

{ : Id

"y s Governméent poliey in the face of a recession would be influ-
snced not only by domestic oonslderations of minimizing its social ef-
Tedts, but 2lso upon 1ts international political. position vis a vis ata=-
linismi:.%ven five million unemployed would constitute a powerful poil-
Tlcal defilcit in Amerilca's propagandd in Western Rurope and Asia, and
one ;which would be quickly exploited by native anti-capitalist and
stalinist movements agsinst the United States, S

4° .- If. military gpending excludes a major collapse, and the gover-
nment  is prepered to combas any recession, 1t does not follow that such
A recassien can be successfully surmounted, -or be accompanied by only
minor pollitical consequences. Objectively, any form..of ~concmic inter-
vantion woyld. da-limited.by the neccessity of not encrosching upon the
fundamentel property rights and interests. of -the bourgeolsie, It wes
such considerations which limited the.New Deal to 1ts largely ineffec- -
tual measures. .-Further, the mejor steps which the. state has at its dis-
posal 1involve varjous forms of rinancial support to selected arcas of
the economy, snd those crezte the basis for struggle between those areas
which are the .direct reciplents of such benefits (c.g. agriculture, con.
Sumer goods industries, etec.) and those which bear the cost in the form
of higher taxation., Finally, in the last enalysis,-all such moacurns
depend upon a2 policy of inflatien, which takes place at ‘the expense of
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Pixed 1ncome oufs snd .in relation to the working cless, sorves as
the basis forgindtlxsstrlal strugglessand gtrikes. Under such conditions,
oven without a severe depression, the polifical conditions of the
1930's would be reproduced, Thé important, fact is that between 1929
and the present time such significqntachﬂnges‘have teken place that
pOlitiCﬁl strugclps taks pleee on an pntirely difforent plans and/
eround entirely new prcblems.  The dpprpssion ‘dédade not only left a ~
deop impression on the ppople as a° ‘whole fnd thaiworking class in parte-
fcular, but it produced an entirely different kind of cmsciousness, an
entirely different labor movement, and a trcdition which fiftoen years
of prosperity has not eradicatpd. R PR
: The Republican victcry of‘1952, cqning et the height of pwm te
war prosperity, reflected thie hopes of tis middle classes far = stabi-
1ization of soc'ial relations at hcme, but also for "normalization" of
international rdlations, above all, for the liquidation of the Korean
war, Insofar as:Elsecnhovaep. hss aectually cerriad out at least the be-
ginnings of negotiations for peaceful co-existence" (over Korea, Indo-
China and now adt Geneva) he has cépitalized upon the widespread desire
‘for peace which lies at the basis 6f his personal political popularity.
That the.lepublicen party. dor§ not eecure the same supEort is 2 measure
~ both of its division over foreign policy (between the Eisenhov er mod-
~earates snd 1ts Fight wing whjch ddvocetes essentlelly a war policy) and

“'thHé faet that 1% rather: thén %isonhoen, 1s held responsible for eco-

. nomie difficultias. >If the' Rppublican party's victory had been suc-

- " ceeded by a relatively long pericd” of both,péace and prosperity, it

"* would:undoubtedXy have consolifated 1ts positién as the majority party.
The minor recessiomn of: 1954,,hdybv@r, was sufficient to show that
‘Republican success-regts uypon odéromic stability. If the present
prosperity should - continue through‘the 1956 election, another Repub-
lican victory would be.possible. 'If, on the other hand, a besumption
of the recession of 1954 were to set in,.the return of the Democratle
Party to full power woul appear to be the 1mmed1§te consequences,

f e ,'] In céntrast to a Republican party,victory, the election of a
Democratio ‘adminds tration would mark & swing to the 'left, a rise of
d1ssatisfact10n bun--the part of -the worksers and fear of depreassion by
the middle classesy 4&s the reflaction: of such sentiments, a Democratic
victory would fiark- the beginning of a2 new. political stage. 1In the first
- piace 1% would -indicate g decline in the strength of conservative feel-
-ings,an Increase of social ccnsciousness in general, and the beginnings
of social protest in particular. The Demoaratic party would be the
first benefliclary of any such lef tward swing, not so much on the bases
~of its only slightly more progressive program, but because of its tra-
a4ition as 'the chempion of the "little people" ‘against ikx big business.
In. the, absence of eny significant alternative movement, the Democravuic
rarty would be the immediate beneficiasry of suth a leftward swing, 'n
the second place, such a development would bring the existence of the
'Domocratic party 1tself into question, by revealing 1ts incapacity t*o
~solvae the country's -basic social problems, and the class antagonisms
~which they generate, Jhe New Deal period exhausted the resources of

- eapitelist rpformism.» This 4s the source of liberalism’s current
igeoiogical "erisis." . The 14beral movement, which consists of the
intelldctuak defendors of the New Deal, 1is currently engaged in ad-

witt;ng 1ts Iack of any p’ogram sufficinnt to dealvﬂth an economic
crisis, : ;

'Tﬁé“programatic,crisis of 1ibernlism presages the future
political crisls of the Democratie party, ebove all 1ts inability to
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to compromise -the antagdonfstic forces which repregent Its social and
électoral basls. . The déctsive politiesl consequence of the depress-
jon decade was that p¢litical Tife, including the general working
clags or labor movement remaffed within the bourgeois political
orbit, expressing,1tself“pp1§ﬂasra tendency in a capitalist party,.

" +This was possible only beccusé the growth-of unior ism coincided
_with the crisis, which was curtained before the limits of the labor-
democratie party alliance could be revsaled. |

The Americen working class hasg;participated in the genernl -
" improvement 1n the stendard of living, end has even raised 1ts rela-
tive position in relation to othar strata of the middle classes,
"In particular has this been true of workers in major industries, org-
" anized 1n the trede union movement. -As. the. primsry instruments of
struggle for improvement of economic exjistence of the workers, the
trade unions have been and continue to be regarded as the first and
broadest form of organization of tlke wa king cless, The socialist
movement has always supported the struggles of the unions Bgainst
~mployers, viewing the labor movement as the basic economic organ-
jazation of the working class, Today the trade union movement com-
prises not only a large proportion of the workers, but commends the
class support of the most advenced, the most conscious and the most
militent sections of the proletarist. Socialists, who seek to raise
the working class to politi a2l power, view the trade Gnions as the
basic arena for the dissemination o socialist cmsciousness in the
working class. For the trade union, as the brosdest form of. working
class organization, and commanding the allegiance ‘of ‘workers of var-
-1ed-political, rellgious and cultural background, car be the means
of setting workers into motion as a class, thus ingtilling a conscious
ness of its own, pover and &t,the scme tims providing the ‘workers
with the experience neocessary far the .class to arrive at a sociclist
consciousness and socialist convictions. : o

: The trede unions have won basic improvements for the warkers
not only in such basic fields as pay eand working conditions, but in
matters of even greater social importance. Thus old age pensions,
unemployment and disabllity pay, and the abolition of reclal dis~
crimination have been obtained largely as the rasult of the polfurcal

. efforts of the labor movement, as well ag its Industrial struggles.
Such struggles, as well as anti-labor legislation such as the Taft-
Hertley law, have brought labor into an even deeper involvement in
politics. . In the main, this has been in the form of support to the
Democratic party. ‘ :

It 1s becoming increasingly evident, however, that labor cannot
defend either 1ts own interests or those of the warking class in this
way,  Vithin the democratic party 1t is confronted on the one hand by

. important business ~lements, on the other by 1ts arch opponents in

. Congress, the southern conservatives, On the other hand, as tha

ctraditlional machines of the Democratic o gen ization in the big cities
‘decline, the labor movement is becoming the primary source of votes.
Soonsr or later, but particularly under the impact of a recession,
and the need for a political progrem capable of defending the stand-
ard of living of the workers, the labor movement must undertaske to
organize 1its own political perty, a development witnessed decades
~ago in practically every other advanced capitalist country.

The formation of a labor party in the United “tates would mark
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a tremendous political advance for the working class movement, and

at the same time. open up entirely new possiblillities far the growth

of the socilalist movement. Foar whatever 1ts fommal program, and
under.whatever leadership 1t occurred, the formation of a labor party
would serve as a means .of political education for the workers by
raising -the class struggle to the political plane. Whatever impetus
the socialigt movement would recelve from an economic crisis, 1t could ~
not expect to win the support of the general working class before that
class had accumulated certain body of experience on the basis of its :
own organized political development...end the presence of socialists
to draw political lessons for them, This is the reasson why sod alists =’
mist consider as their main political aim the encouragement, fostering -
and promotion of the idea of & labor party. While, like other slogans
the 1dea of a labor party today remains primerily propagandistic in _ -
character, along with the general socialist progream, socialists must -
be prepared for the opportunity to meke it the main axis of their
political and organizational activity."

Socialists should be prepared to give their support to &
labor party, even as they do to the unions themselves, desplte the
non and even entiesocialist program of these organizations, Soclalist’
cannot impose a2s a condition for their support, acceptance of a o
socialist program or sociallst leadershlp although they must fight .
for the best labor party program possible even at the formation and -
outset of the labor party. The latter can came about only by the
activity of socialists with the labor, and labor political movement,
on the basis of the proven devotion of soclalism to the advancement
of labor's interests, and the superilority of a soclalist ideology
as the best, most advanced anfl consistent basis for the workers!'!
struggle for a better life and & warld of peace and security for all,
From. -this standpoint socialists, while giving their support to every
progressive movement, must maintain their separate 1dentity to the
most advanced and consclous elements, formulating the concrete tasks
posed by each stage of development, and fighting at each step for that .
program which will advance the movement in the direction of a full
realization of the socizlist gqal.

_The dchievem nt of socialism depends upon the political
development of the working class to the point where it has embraced,
in its majority, the soclalist aim, and 1s prepared to struggle for
it, 1It.can achieve this consciousness, in part throuch the activi ty ‘

of socialists within the labor movement, in part through 1ts experienc
in the fight for the satisfaction of 1ts immediate economic and social
needs, F¥ven without a rarty of 1ts own, the labor movement 1s an
instrument of tremendous infiuence in advancing the consciousness of
the workers, Uith the winning of sugch demands as the escalator clause
productivity. 1ncreased, end now the principle" of a cuaranteed annual
wage (which in fact is none of the three), the most advanced sections
of the trade unlon movement have implanted the conception that quest-
ions of broad social concern are the legitimate province of the labor
movement, and subjects of collective working class action, Trans-
planted from the narrow field of trade union bargaining with a few
corporations on to the fisald of labor polities, such issues(guarant-
eed income, full production, etc,) could become 1issues :arousing the

broad levels of soclety, and the focus of a direct attack upon cap-
{talism, A



-1‘1 '.‘~ 19 -

A major obstacle to the rise of a labor party has been
eradicated by the morger € the two large labor federations.intd’a
single organization, - Not only does 1t strengthen’ the labor movement
fe defensive struggles on both the economic and political plané; by’
removing & majori'source of conflict within the 1labor movement 1t pe'r-
mits; the:coalescohce of m bgrésdive tendencies in both thé“AFL‘ahd CIo0.
Althoughr-unity was achievéd'bn?%he‘basis‘of‘anepting'bpﬁhginﬂustrigl
and eraft unions, the ultimate. effect will be to give predominant '
welght to the large industrial type unions which represent the most
advenced farm of union orgenization, It will also lay'the basis for a
genuine and successful struggle-&gainst racke teering and gangster -
elements which have traditiohdily entrenched themselves behind the *
craft.walls of the AFL," "Finally, 1t lays the basis far-a considerable
‘extontion’ of unionism in agriculture, white collar flelds and abore,
all the: South, V/hile initially 1t mg{ strengthen the already gt;fling
tendenciss toward bureaucracy in the labor movement, it will alsd lay
the basia for a much broader and inclusive struggle against it by -
bringing all major parts of the lebor movement together under one roof.
One of the prime tasks of socialists in the labor movement will be to
perticipate in all movewents in the labor movement which fight for
groater democracy, wider' renk and file participation, and for .an ad-
vanced socisal Program. : * . o

N - " ' The Fight for Democracy PR
, - The conBerted attack on democratic rights, initiated by the
govermment, promoted by its police agency "the FBI, and carried ‘into
every fleld of public and private life, had become the leading feature
of politicallife in &moricd,’ It has fed on and’ extended the atmosphere
of social conservatism by meking adherence to ideas ard orgenizations
subject tb legel, economic &nd social perialties. The main target of
this attack, and the ratiéndle fa 1ts defense, 1s derived from the
fight of American imperialism &gainst stalinism; and the police men-
tality of the government which ean conceive of stalinisin only as a
criminal conspiracy, td be combatted by police merasures, The eriploy-
ment..of such meens ds loyalty progprems, subversive 1l1sts, anonymous in-
formers and a whole series of other-anti-dermocratic measures has
affected not only its main target, but the entire liberal, labor and
non-gtalinist left, "It facilitoted the rise of démogogues like McCapthy
who employed theé anti-communist hysteria as a vehidle for echieving
personel power, ‘' And it reinforced all ‘reactionary, conservative angd
echeuvanilstic tendencies who sought to identify "communism" with labor,
~soclal reform, and even waten flupridation, - ~ ' .

_ The last yoar, beginning With the censure of Mcya:fhy; hasg -
seon a serles of victories against the witch-hunt, mainly in the form
- of court decisions placing limits on the power of the governmeni to
: dony rights to individuals'  accused & " subversive" assoclations, T
-The se. victories represent’ the reaction of respons lbla conservativa and
.liberal elements to the "excesses" of the witch-hunt, which 1t was re-
cognized was undermining both America's internsal unity and her propa-
ganda position in the face of internetional stalinism, At the samo
tims, they revresented no decisive defeat fa the: witch-hunt, or for its
bagio ideology. The witch-hunt has received both popular and ingtitu s
lonal support at all levels, particulerly insdfer as 1t is end continuos
to. be applied ageinst the stalinist movement, 'The "detont" in civil,
libertias. howover, w rits socislists to fight far a full program of
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civil liberties for all, 1ncLuding stallnists, under far more
favorable conditions and with the. ‘possibllity of greater support.

Not only because soclzllism is nothing less than the extension
of democracy to social as well as politigal 1life, but also because
the struggle for socialism can be pursued most frujitfully under con-
ditions of free and democratic exlstence, the socialist movement bears
the responsibllity for combatting every anti-democratic measure to
the 1imit of 1ts ability. Despite its insignificant size, 1t would
appear likely that, in the fage .of the default by official liberalism,
and 1ts own particularly favorable position for undertaking such a
struggle, the Young Socialigt League and the political a ganization
wiith which 1t 18 oclosely associated, the Independent Socialist League,
can together make & significant contribution in this field, Thus,
the victory of the ISL in the Shachtman passport case represented
not only a significant and important victory in one area of civil
liberties, but also has helped in restoring a measure of confidence
in all democratic forces, and instilled a greater willingness to fight
the more flagrant abuse of democracy represented by the witch~hunt,
An even more significant 1ssue 1s ralsed by the ISL in its fl ght to
be removed from the "subversive" 1ist, along with i{ts predecessor the
Vorkers Party, and the Soclalist Youth League, one of the two orgen-
1zations which united to form the YSL.

Victory for the ISL 4in 1ts fight ageinst the 11st would mean
not only an important gaein for itself and the YSL which 1s fraternally
related te it, but a defeat fo the witch-hunt itself., 1In part it
‘would help all democratic fo ces to regain their voice on divil 1liber-
ties, and to continue the revival of interest in the fight for democ=
racy which began to revive with the ceénsure of NcCarthy last year,

The socialist movement stands to gain not only th8 respect &nd admira-
tion, but also the gratitude of every democratic fo ée and organizatior
for this reason, and for others, the YSL must make every effort to
publicize, promote and organize public support for the fight of the
ISLto be removed from the liat no matter how difficult or lengthy

this process may be. .

- While the ISL case represents perhaps the main possibility
for the ¥SL, primarily because around this issue 1t can mobolize sup-
port from wide and varied sources, it must also seek other 4issues far
which such support can be gained in the fight for democracy. One
potential issue of this kind, simply because 1t cmstitutes a threat
to the entire youth of the nation, is the fight against the system of
compulsory military training, or its watered-down version of compul-
sory reserve training. Thils measure would subjact every physically
fit youth to six or eight years of part-time military treining, in
addition to a perlod of full-time service,

Another area of partlicular signifl cance to the YSL is the
fight far academic freedom. In this, as other democratic rights, the
YSL recognizes no exception to the principle that no discrimination
based on political ideas 1is justified, up to and including discrim-
inatlion against members and sympathizers of the stalinist movement.
The expericnce of the witch-hunt has demonstrated, to our satisfaction
if not that of official liberalism, that the denial of rishts to some
results in the destructlon of rights for all,
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The fight for aqade%éc freedom, on the above basis, can
attract the wide support dAtits who in this Iield‘have &R’ 1mpovt-
ant role té play in the ae ense “6f 'e1vfl Itbeftles, v

. I should be evidpnt that the - -attack upon 6ivil libertiles,

1. e., Academic Froedom, is primarily a Peaction to the United: States!
diplomatic % military struggle- against $talinist imperialism and:
revolutlonism. Official libéralism, ieling that the "Communist con-
spiracy"  1s more dan gerous than civil 14berties are important, has
readily adooted the "clear and future dénger” doctrins’and, thereby,
"capitulated. to the witch-hunt., The 1nabllity of capitalism to provide
an 1deology with which to appeal to the"warld's masses 1s reflected 1n
its reactionary polioies on the international, as well as the domestic
" front.. It 1s inrumbent.upon soclalists to expose the naturs and causes
of the political repression which, today, has displaced the 1deal oft
freedom under capitelism 1n gpneral and in the United States 1n pav~
ticular. S

The position of the YSL in favor of the right of Stalinists
to beach, allows. 1t to anpeal to the wldespread support for democratic
rights which are found among students. The concern of socialists for
democratic rightg for Stalinistg rests upon our adherence to demccracy
and not upon any common interests or agreement with the Stelinist move-
ment. The socialist position toward the Stalinist movement in the
United States flows from our analysis of that movement as the political
instrument of a totalitarisn and reactionary reglme whioh ‘hes demon=-
strated, 1ts anti-working class character by reducing the workers to
the status of industrial . 'slaves wWherever it has achiequ political
_pover. In the United Stdtes Stalinism oxists as the political extent-
ion, of those regimes, It .exists as a competing tendency in the-labér
mevement primarily on the beasis of its abllity to employ the anti=-
capitalist appeal which stalinimn can direct to the working class,
Toward .this tendency, however, soc fa 1ism can only adopt an attitude
of implacable hostitity exposing Stalinism for the reactionary and
anti-socialist forece it 1is,

One of the most significant trends of American society which
threatens the security, or infringes on the life of almost every young
_person, is the grovwing militarization of the nation, a trend which
we characterize as the developmrnt of a Garrison State. Socialists
oppose the growing influence of the military over civilian life, not
only .because we reject the ability of American. imperialism to pursue
a8 democratic foreign policy, but.also because of the reactionary
influence. of the military machine on sociel llfe. _
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RESOLUTYQN ON INTTRNAT IQN xL ’JTT’ TION

(1) . 'The hasfg-faotor which has domirated the’ ‘intornational arena 3ince the
end of th¢ Sedond’ Worid Tar resides.in the oold war struggle bétwesn the oemp of
oapitalist imperlalism headed by the Unitaed" States and the camp of botalitarian
Stalinism- hedded by Russiae The rivalry of these two imperialisms, which has during
the past decade produced several " gmall" wars and whioh threatens all of mankind
with the dreaded disaster of a third, atomic world holocaust, began immediately
after the Second Vlorld Jar, or more aoourately, during the war itself, without there
havipng been. a period of "peageful stabilization" and pesce illusions as an interlude.
The two’ pig powers began at bnoe to Jookey for allies and poSitions and” produoed a
series of wAr orises as each mobilized or endeavored to mobilize uncommitted nations
and paoples bobiniitself and organlzad its eoonomy and military maohina for the ware

(2) Russia’ brought all of thé peoples and nations of Eastern uurope as far
west as’the Bl1b& under its imperial heel 'and consolidated its empire throughout this
area, with the’ exoeptiou of Tito's Yugoslavia which defected 1np9b8. In'Asia“ the
Stalinist parties bid for power in a series of oountries, and succesded in establishe
ing their regimes in northern Vietnem, and more importuné, in Chins. The United
States, the sold important capitalist power, established its imperialist overlordship
over the rest of the capitalist world based on the economio subordination of lestern
Burope and seotions:of. Asia to itself and upon the construotion of a oapitalist..
m1litary oamp undar Ats. leadership and hegemoqy. .

(3) The working oLasses of Jurops and the oolonlal masses have demonstrated
t1me and again during the ten yeers since. 1945 .their will and desire to struggle and
have made clear their. profound wishes for a world of peace, freedom and plenty. In
e series of struggles ranging from the. viotony of the British Labor Party and the
general and politioal strikes on the Continent in the first few years following
orld War IT to the struggles for national independenoe in the colonial 6ountries
to the recent economisc struggles in France and the political battles in East and
Vlest Germany = the historio June, 1953 uprising of the East German workers against
the Rugsiam quisling regime. and the struggles.of the Uest German workers against the
integration. of Western Germany into the American .military blooc - the masses of the
world heve manifested their fighting spirite, Ahove all, in once .form or another the
peoples of .the world have made abundantly evidant their revulsion against the threate
ened war and tha1r desire to prevant 1t. S

(L) - The aspirab1ons and strugglas of the wor&ers are, howevqr, .disoriented and
vitiated by the development of new trends in oapital'ism and by the rise of a new
faotor, Ru351an bureaucratio ooI}aqtlvism, to.the status of a gontendar for world
domination. In most of the world tha. struggle for sooialism is no longer one of
proletariate versus bourgeoisis, but.rather a three-sided struggl in which the
workers are ranged against two class enemies who are also the enemies of each other,
The.problem is ocomplicated by the faot that Stalinism, which in its own right is a
bitter opponent of ocapitalism and oapxtallst imperialism, fraudulently appears or
attempts to appear as the personifioation of sooialism, or as a road to it, and on
the basis of its false olaip to be socialist and its authentio antl-oapltalism 3.
appeals to and wins the support of masses. of workers in Burope and millions of workers
and peasants in Asia. Seotions of the work1ng class regard Stalinism either as
soojalism or as an ally in the fight for soocialism and also as an ally against-the
ware . R IR
(5) Other seq 1ons of tha worklng olass regand Ameriocan oap:tallsm as 1ts ally
and defender against Stglinlgm. In addition, the might af the two imperialist super-

overs, and the fears engenﬂq{ad by the spectre. of atomic warfare tend to instill
feelxngs of 1mpotenqp in the masses. A&nd still furthaer, eaoh staga of the cold war,
inoluding the ourront detente, oréates fresh disorienting problems and sows illusions
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about the need for and methods of struggle.‘
(6) A olear understandihg'bf the new phenomena in thé“ﬁbfid, partioularly of
Stalinism, is esential for the eorrent orientation of socialism towards the problems
of our times, - Upon such an understanding are the polities of the Young Sooialist ,
League and its Third Cemp struggle against Washington and Mosoow and against the:

Jar basede : . .
Sfalinism

(7) ~ As’ & result of the backwardness of Russia, the hardships and privations it
ondured during the posterevolutionary days, and above ‘all, because of the failure
of the West Buropean working olasses to establish their power in Western RBurope, the .
tuseian worksrs were unable to maintain the powery ‘they had established in the 1917 -
favolution for more than s few yearse At the same time the Russian bourgeoisie was
Inoapable of restoring capitalism to Russiae A new sooial foroe, the bureaucracy,
sbopped in, tharefore, on the basis of the degeneration of the Russian Revolution,
and reorganized sooiety on new foundationse. It destroyed all of the gains of the
Russian Revolution, physioally liquidated ten and tens of thousands of revolutionists,
destroyed “all working olass organizations, wiped aut all aspeots of demoorsoy and
instituted i%s own totalitarian power, ‘ ‘ S o )

(8) A new sooial system, bureauoratio collectivism, in whioh the means of
produotion ars owned collectively by the ruling olass, the bureauoraoy, through its
monopoly of state power, came into existences The view that Stalinist Russia is

gsome kind-of workers state, albeit degenerated is totally false; having been decis-
ively proven to be so by the developments of the last fifteen yemrs. The same is
equally.true of the idea that Russia is some form of oaptialist sooietye The rew
gooial -system existing in the Stalinist oountries is profoundly reactionary, oxploite
ative to & degree .unknown even under capitalism, and oontains, like all exploitative
elass sooiety;, oontradiotions whioh oreate the basis for the destruction of the
aystem by the masses, ‘ :

. (9) As a result of the contradictions:of Stalinist sooiety- orimarily.shat of
hureancratic planning and blind enforcement from above in the faoce of unforeseen
diffioulties = combined with the passive resistance of the working olass and peasant-
¢y - "she Russian economy is subject B0 its own form of orises. However, despite

the ocontinuous shortages in the Russian esconomy (especially in the less efficient
gonsumer good sector, although not limited to it), and despite the usefulness of
meinteining the military threat from without as a diversion for the dissatisfied
populace, we have not yet had a ochanoe to examine stalinist Russia enough under "nore
‘mal oonditions" to determine and plot its drive toward imperialist expansion as an
organic feature arising from its eoonomic and social formse .Another economip pressure
we might examine is thet of the agrioultural shortages arising from the over-rapid
industrialization of the economy, and the oontinued resistanss of the peasantry ees
especially in the production of non-staple "quality" agrioultural goods such as live=-
stook and vegetabless In its post World War II expansion Russia has shown a desire
to keep 8talinist ocountries more rural (especially Yugoslavia) in order to meet
Russia's agrioultural needs and complement its economys We know that Russia practioes
its own form of national imperialism (iees, mixed oompanies, arbitrarily low prices
for national goods, etos) wheraver it holds sway, but evan this tendenoy has been
modified recently in the oase of China, so as.to operate as a drain upon the limited
Russian economy to maintain Chinats war potentiale At present, therefors, it seems
a8 impossible to abstract and determine the "imperialist potential" of the Russian
ooonomy, ag it is to attempt to derive the preocise forms and tempo of contemporary
capitalist imperialism from its eoonomio foundationse Today, it is the oold war and
its politiocal~economio-military demands that are determinent, Should the present.
tonaion subeids and stabilize over time it might then be possible to fruitfully X

f
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plore this:question and ocome up with more precise answerse Lot us hope that such
an analysis will be rendered superfluous by the- destruotion from w;thin,of the
Stalinist empires oo I G

(10) In all the nations whioch it holds subjeot, Russia has destroyed oapital-
ist rule and oapitalism, substituting the bureauoratio social system thereforees
and has at the same time enslaved the workers. Stalinism oconverted the Communist
Parties in all countries,without exoentions, into instruments of the Russian ruling
class, serving the needs and aims -of the Russian bureamuoraoye The Stalinist Parties
in all countries are working olass parties in no sense whatsoevere. They are within
the labor movement but not of it; Stalinism is an alien glass force apersting within
the proletariate At the same time as they operate as adjunots of the Kremlin forw
eign office, the Stalinist Partles are ultimately oontenders for state power in
their countries; they aim at éstablishing bureauoratioc colleotivism with the native

Stalinist. bureaucracy as the ruling oldsse

(11) Sinoe. the death of Stal in there has set in a polioy of liberalization in
Russia, a turn towards some appeasement of the masses. Pro=-Stalinist apologists of
all -hues attempt to magnify the range and signifioance of these changes and: a growth
of the false theory of the possible, demooratization of the regime ocourrede The
rumored "ourbing of the GPU " and "rise of the Army to power" were emong -the fraude-
ulent olaims advanced as examples of signifioant change in Stalinist Rusaia. Neither
of these events has any basis in realitys The GPU was never an indsvendent faotor
in Russian political life; it was and remains under the ocontrol of the central Stale
inist bureauoraocy which uses it to defend the bureaucrasy's rule against the masses.
Likewise, while the state attempts to use the popularity of some of the Army ocome
manders to enhance its prestige with the masses, the Army remains under control of
the bureaucraocy whose instrument it ise

(12) That some ooncessions have been made to the masses in the past few years
is a faote 1In response to the oontinuing agrioultural orisis, the need of the lower
bureacracy for a "let-up" and the passive opposition of the masses, the Kremlin was
forced to make ooncessions tothe peasantry, abandon the polisy of super=collective
ization and bogin a greater emphasis on the production of consumer goods. These
ooncessions at home have been acoompanied by a modifiocation of foreign nolioye

AVERICAN CAPITALISM

(13) The United 3tates emerged from the Second World War as the sole stable,
important, aapitalist nations During the war itself it already had moved towards
roplaocing its allies, primarily Britain, in many areas previously within their
imporialist domaine In-so-far as Amerioan’ imperialism exceroises control in a
differant fashion from earlier capitalist imperialism, it at.tempts to pose as a
non=imperialist nations Ameriea does not and nsed mot, in most cases, take away
the "sovereignty" of the nations and peoples under its domisation; its superior
sconomio situation combined with the total bankruptoy of the capitalist system in
all arsas of the world is enough to oreate subordination to Viashingtone In addition,
the threat from iloscow drives the unations of Western Burope into the arms of that
imperialism which at least props up its system and ruling olasse

(lb) Not that.the United States is unwilling to take a hamd in the direct
ovorthrow of regimes which assert any roal independence from it. The recent oute
rageous oxample of Guatemala proves the contrary to be true. There the United
States intervened and participated in the overthrow of a democratioally elected
regime by foree and violence, and established a reactionary regime in its place. It
immediately prooseded to wipe out democrasy and the trade unions and to restére to -
the old landownors those lands which had been distributed to the peasentry.
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(15) .Tha Guabapala, pattern, however; is rare, for in the current situation it |
{s rot’ meoassary, Just as the direct oolony = "Miother: country” relatlonsh;p which
partained between India ond Britain rrior to India's winning its ‘independence, and
which pertains betwoeer the United States and Puerto Rico is not nepessary,. and
indeed in most cases is undosireabla, for Amerioan imperialism. The relatidps is
“one of vasanl to. lard: the oapltalxst yorld is' a heirarchy under military and eco=
nomio overlordship of Viashington in a system of mutual but unequal obligations with
the domlnanb imgaxialvsm of the Unit ed States~sk1mm1ng the cream. ' .

- (16) As nart of 1ts oold war strucgle againat Josoow; Lmerica organlzes 1ts
vassels into various military alliances. and upon these it basis its sole hope for.
“vietory in the Wware Reluctantly the other countries of the capitalist world take
khair plaoe in tho American military stiructures. - Cbnoommittantly the U.S..props up
evory reactionary regimo in the world under its hegemony, props up and, basis itself
‘Upon the Frarcos, Sygmnan Rhees, Chiargs, otde 'Ifi murope its allies are the reacte
ionary forces represented by the Catholisc parties, whose power it reenforces and
bolsterse The Unitad States is unable to attempt to wage political warfare against
Stalinism; rowhere can & popular demooratic movement be found among its allies. - :It
“ean axd doss only Iean upon end support the most disoredited reactionary social forces
“‘and movémentse This is neither accidental.nor due o stupiditys The masses every=
where are fod up with capitalism and capitalist imperialisme The United Statos can
not appeal to them becauss its aims and goals are precisely the meimtenorce .of cap=-

“italisme ~'The United States oamnot: supaort those foroes whioh are as much antithet=
tcal to Gapitel ism and oapitelist imperialism as Stalinism is, and which indeed are
-@ven more sb. Stalinism, on the gther hand, beocause it is anti-oapltallst, oan wage

.a politioal appeal to the millions who are fed up with oapitalist tyranny and do not
yot know the nature of Stal inist tyranny - as woll as tbey do the system which has
llved on their backs for oenturmas. o

: (17) Hand in hand with the building of vast military meohines, NATO, SZTATO, eta.
the establishmont of far=flung basis ard maintenance of troops in all parts of the
world have gons,as their domestic corollary, the bureaucratization and militarization
of the eoonomy, the orsation of a Fermanent Var Sconomy end the Garrison State and
the w1udh-hunt assault on democratic rights.

TARLD WAR III AND SOCIALIST POLICY

(18) The Third Torid VWar, 1f it breaks out, will contein features entirely or
partly absent from its two predecessorss. The first and perhaps most important of
thase resides in the faot thet it will be a struggle between two different and ante-
agonistio soocial systems. The victory of Russda will spell the'destruotion of capm=
italism and its roplacement with hureaucratio col‘ao*i <tsm, and corversly, the v1~*ory
of fmorica will maan the destruction of bureaucr.ti aciisntlivisn, That neither of
thsse exploitative systems is viable in the longn:ua and thet ‘the masaes would sonte
inue to struggle against whioh aver was the viotor, urtil all exnloltatlva socisty
kad oeen vanquished, should not obsoure thls facte.

(19) The aiim and direction of the struggle on both sides is for the domlnatlon
of the vhole world, including the leading nations of ths world. lNot merely the oola=
onial and underdeveloped areas of the world will be deprived of national sovereignty
and redivided, but all of the advanoed nations of the norld other than the viotor,
will suffer this fates This aspegt is the result of ‘the balance of forees in the
world, that is, of the fact that to defeat the other slde, each must bring the whole.
v:rld urder its sway, snd, most important of ths 5001a1 antagonism factor in the

Tugglee -
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(20) Thé‘exiéténoewof~wea@bﬁ8'bﬂ”ﬁe&%rpotipﬁfwhiQh’pa?ry the potentisl for
destroying civillzation, or at least of wreaking mess slaughter and destruction of
the productive’ forces on’ a’ stagdering sohle, one tot heretofore imaginable in the
exparience of mankind is b neW Teotore "Po base ‘onsself on the hope that the two
sides' will: not'use the A and H Bombs is utterly utoplane - - - EEETEE

- -(2Y) These new facbors reinforoe the: oppositfon of the YSL to the Third World
Ware Phe YSL is unalterably opposed to 'the war plans, war drives and whr aims of
both imperialist oatps«. It oalls fbrﬂ#ﬁé’mﬁfr&’Gamp?sﬁruggle‘ofﬂthe-internationqlf
proletdriat and colonial pdoples azatnist both Weshington and Mosoows - Only auch a
struggle: opens up the road to the solution of all sooial questions without war to
the bittev-%aﬁbmid)‘éndQ' A LA T I ol :

(22) Should the Third Camp struggle of the people be unable to prevent the
outbresk of the Third World War, the YSL will continue’ to oppose American imperfal-
ism in the war period, as it does ‘in ths: pre=war ‘period, ~ It will urge thé workers
to continue their:oldss struggles ahd ©o establish their power and take command of
the natioks Only’ a workors'. governmeit- 'oéuld replase Ameriosfs reactionary aims™
in suoh a war with a progressive,  demctratis poliocy, thereby shortening the ‘war,
onding. it bYefore atomio anhilatior by blowing up thé' Russian empire ‘from within,
justi:as-only in thé pre-war-pericd, a-demooratic polidy alone can explode Stalinism
from within and prevent a wars. .In the ooritext of such a third world war, Socialists
oannot give 'support ‘to war led by any ‘government: < whether Laborite or sooisledsmoo-
ratio, or bourgeois, in its composition = which has. not corsistently broken with
imperialism and capitalism, aund whose polioy and war partivipation remains suborde:
inate to an imperialist alliarce. The :Socialist strategy in the approsching third
world war, Lf it breaks doul, should be based 'on the olass struggle against our
immediate enemy, our own ruling olass, as an integral part of our position of OppO8=
ition to:rboth war ocamps. The strupgle must: be vonducted tn such a fashion that a
viotory of the working olass results,’ and not that of Stalinist ‘or Capitalist’ agents
of the:foreign imporialists who may attempt to partlolpabs in and lesd this struggles.
Fighting such elemernts oah never mean that Sooksi'ists wWill ever 0ease progsouting
the olass: struggle, but :just gives direstion Yo'our strategy. Tho ansver to6 impera=
1alist war is sooldl rovolution Por pdases ' S A ST e R

(23)  In pursusing the olass struggle and in fighting for & workerr goverrmemt
the revolutionists, needless to say, do so only with the aim of sbouring the viectory
of the workers and not for the purpose of aiding Washington or Moscow and aonduot
their struggles in actordance with this{aimil-Ln:this,‘asfih:alr-bthér‘maftérsfﬁﬁhey
are clearly distinguished from the suo_orters of any imperialisme '~ = ‘

© - " THS ‘THIRD-CAMP

(2L) - The summary: forulation "Third Camp" points to the key ides of the YSL
position on the war. lNegatively, it means opposition %o bosh  drnerialist war oamps.
On the positive side, it refers te the existénce of a third sosiai Foroe in the
world, the working olass and colonial peoplas; whose iwtérssts and needs are  not
representsd by ocapitalism or Stalinisme It points'to the meoedsity for a working
olass struggle against capitalism and Stalinism and'for soéialism and thersfors to
the oreation of a labor-and socialist-movement to oconduct that struggles

(25) 1In recent years thers has besn little growth of an*orgéniZGd; pqlifioally
consolous Third Camp movement.. Phere has been a significant inorease in sn unforme
ulated anti-war sentiment throughout the morld; sxpressing itself in the parties of
all classes and, more often than mot, %aking a neutralist tone. 'This phetiomena =
referred to by ths leaders of the two war blooks as "world publid opinion" = has
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clearly played a role in moving the big powers to negotiations. ‘here this antie.
war. sentilisnt’'is not articulated politically and remains a mood, albeit a noutralist
moody: it 8xhibits a positive oharactere. Though illusory in certain aspeots, this-
sontiment provides an arens for Third Camp ‘ddeas and agitations In so much'as it
usually represonts a break fmom both wer oampd, it 16 a step in the direction of &
Third Camp attitudes The neutralist tendenoy, however, contains many dangers and
1llusiond which have to be oombabted if the progressive signifioanoe of the neutralist
movement 1s to be realized and 1s' to ddvanoce to a full Third Camp positlon. Oo--'V*
existende ideas and notions ‘Ehat the sclwbtion lies in neutrality betweer the two
imperidli'st camps, as differentiated from the Third Camp struggle‘against ‘both ime:
perialisms, are recotionarys So, also, is the ‘conciliationism towards: Stalinism to
be found in neutralisme The destruction of such illusions is the tedsk of the~
revolutionisth.

(26) The Ihlrd Camp struggle is a struggle for,the most oonsistent and fa%—
reaching program of democratic demandss - The emphasis on demoorasy which must be
made is not:rmcoidental, for today, more than ever, the struggla for demdorasy is ‘the
key to the struggle for sdoialisme = The fight for democordey, & sonsistent -thorough -
going demoorady, lsads to the Tight for 8001alism, for only: soeiallsm ig: oapable of
realizing the démodratio demsnds of the meagses.  To the ‘solution 1nternational
questions by imperialist war which Mésoow and- aashlngﬁon posé, the YSL' oounﬁerposes
a pdlitical program of dsmoorsoy end socialism ained agéinst all réaotiane To those
who- oorreotly desire “to struggle against Stalinism afd’ toddy -can see onIy relving on
the military powsr of “Ameridan imperialism, the YSL points to a demoordtio politiocal
program of struggle ds. the only ¥oad of defeating Stalinism without aﬁom)o ‘wars For
ths ‘American labtor movement we propose a demooratie forelgn polioy ag an alternative
to the selfhdefeattng sabre-rattling polioies of the oap:tallst governmente ' ‘

(27) The decay of oanltallsm énd the’ rise of Stalinxsm ‘Heve prbduoed retro- o
gressxve and barbarioc symptoms in all fields of life, ‘inoluding speoifioally the"
wiping out of demooratic features in politiocal and -soocidl Fife whlch ‘hed been WOn B
decades and denturiés ‘ago, and the bureauoratizatioh of sooietys ' Fédtured ‘among such
symptoms is'the gross denisl of pol:txcal sovereignty ‘and indépendencé to nations and
peoples and the development and growth of tételitarienisme Henoe the struggle for '
demooracy is a vital neosssity for todey and an integral and indispensible part of
the struggle for ssoialism just as the realization of ‘sootalism is ‘an’ indlspensible
oqndltion for the- reallzatlon-of the fullest democraoy. 'f" oo ’

(28) A demoeratio polltloai program for the struggle agalrst all forms of
reaotion would includse the followihgs

(a) The right to national selfedetermination and full independence and
sovereignty for all peoples of Asim, Afrioa, Latin America and the subject nations
of Zastern @urope and full support to thé 1ndeperd9noe movsmants struggllng against
impsrialism in théese areas. * .

(b) - Complete support to all- povular, democratia,: revolutlonary and reform
movements in the ocolonial, semiw=ocolonial-and Opnressed nations and oopofition to the
politioal and military aotions of all lmperialist’ governmemts engagad 1n denying any
peoples:their basic demooratio rights to self-determimations

(¢) An end to all military and esonomio aid to suoh” reactlonary puPpet
rogimes like Chiang Kai-shek's on Formosae No aid to Jnvland in 1ts suppresslon of
lialaya and France in its suppression osf North Africas

(d) o aid to or alliamnees with such régimes *a§ Franoo's’ in' Spain.

*(e) Withdrawal of all oocuvation forses from Gsfmany and the" oGnolusion
of poace treates with it without a-exations or tribute and w1ﬁhout denying Germany
afly winevtsg uf owvuplate zovereid mnt}.



L(£) Thel wlaboration of a worldewido. program of fraternal techpiocal .and. .
finanoial ‘ald to' &1l undordeveloped, underprivileged and basckward countries with .
no sbrlngs attadhed;: and® with no imperialist oconeessions exascted, and with un umbig- .
uous guarentoos khainsk: importalist oxploitatioms * . - 7 g swa

(29) Such a poliecy cannot be expeeted of .tho bourgeoisie and.bourgeeis governw
mentse For such a rrogram a genuinely demooratic movement and a genuinely demooratio
govornment is noeded, a sodialist labor movement and a workers govermments ;The
task faoing the sobialists Ls the assembling of such Third Camp movements of the
people and of arming thgm with suoh a’ programo C : i P

(30) The elémonta for the Third Camp oonsist of the oolonial peoples and ‘the
workinn olasses of Europe and Amerxoa. :

;~r;.,,m -.'E, THE: EUROPEAN SITUATION

(31) The and of the Seoond Norld War. did not produoe, a8 had World Whr I, ‘mass
revolutionary: sooialist movements and sociatist: revolutions. . Instead, the wartime
resistence movemerts which embodied great socialist potential, were prientad aroumnd.
demooratioc damands and slogans, although in some oountriss the beginnings of
proletarian sooialist domards and struggles were.oresent, . The aotivities ofithese
movaments and the sooial and alass struggles-in general soon beoame entertwined with
the intemnational situation and the ocold ware ' In the early days:following the: war
when American~-Russian honeymoon period had not-yet ended, the Stalinists helped
disarm and disorgs ize the resistence movaments. Later it began toAdlst@rt thamA:x
in the in*arssts of Russian imoerxalxsm. PR - ' ' S ,

(32) The post-war years witnassed & resurgenoe of the Sacial-Damoor&tio parties
with mass membershiprs and followings amon’;:the workers, and in some oceuntries: with -
more»militant'p?bgrams than Social=Demooracy offered in the years following World -
Wer Is -At the same time the Stalinist parties also emerged in some Zuropsan counte
ries with considerable strengthe As a general rule, it can be. said that whers. the-:
Social Democracy was strong and was engezed in offering some resistence to capital~
ism, there Stalinism oould make little headway wamong the workers, as in England and
Gormeny, and where, as in Franoce, SoocialwDemooracy was partioularly diseredited far
its extrome oondiliationism towards oeritalism, the Stalinist Parbty was able to i..
gain the support of the working olass who oould see no other weapon with which to
oombat oapitolisme -

(33): ‘At the end of the First World War Social Demdoracy played: the roldof
chisf prop to captialisme To a great exbent, it still plays this roke, but the -
inereasing decay of eapitalist scclety creatss another slemsnt: in sooial damooraoy
at the same time, It becomés the vehicle in which the buteauoratic collectivist: -
tendenoios present in capitalism are carried.: The,antizoapitalist'inroads made
by the British Labor government illustrate this. These inroeds opened the road to
sooialism in that country, although at the same time thay opened the road to a long
development headed in the direction of such bureaucratization. While being firm



supporters of the ELP and the Labor govermment and also of its antimcapitalist
actions, apnd while recognizing the vast diffsraness betwaen the British and Russian
situations, the revolutionary scoialists warmed that unless the Labor govermment's
progrem were infused with a socialist program of Workers demodracy, its sooial
trend in the long run ocould lead to such a bureaucratization of societye The

task of the revolutionists in Britain then, as today, was to be inside tha Labor
Party“fighting for a 3001alist polloy- " :

(3&) What applies t0 the Brlttsh revolutionists is in general applioabbe
to all Zuropean revolutionary sooialistse: It is the height of seotarian folly
to remain outside of the Zuropean SocialwDemosratioc and Labor parties in whioh the
workers are to be founde The winning of the workers to a socialist polioy and
leadership oan only teoke place in'those. parties for the workers will not leave
their mass olass organizations to go to tiny seots no matter how correst their
-programs ares Unlike the Stalinist parties, the Social-Democracies are working
olass parties based upon the proletariets The fubure dBVeIOPment of a revolute
ionary sooialist working class will come from the left=wings of the Soocial=Demo=
oratio partises-which in: most:countries: are- already quite strong and desirous of

moving in a revolutionary soolalist direotion, eVen though ﬁhey show much polities

confusion todaye -

. (35) Daspita the aoonemio reuovery experiénoed by much of the economy of
Western Burope inthe last few years, Buropean éapitoliSm is in a state of permansrt
orisis, The redqvery is based to a:large extent upon American aid - without it,
the reaovery would not have .besn pdssible = -end is moreover extremely preoarious.'
Burope's dire necessity for 'the solubion of its economio, politiocal and sooial
problems is the elimination of the artifiocial and réstriotive national boundaries
and the unification of the reactionery national states which todmy compose it.

The European bourgeoisi¢ has proved utterly. lnoapable of ‘unifying itj the only
serious attemnt having been. Hitler's effort -at a reaotionary fasoist unification.,
The unlfioation of Western Burope om a4 progressive basis would result in an enormous
aconomio advence and oreate a political entity ‘capable of standing up against
Stelinist imporialism, indanandenﬁ of Ameriosn. ospitalist imperialisme Thus the
slogan of an Indepsndent Western Unmion is . brofoundly progrossive slogan for
Buroge today. Its achievoment requirss the existance of working olass governmentB
in. Iestarn Burope, for the bourgeoisie will not unify Burope; the road to its
rOalizatlon points beyond 1t towards & Uni%ed Sooialist Statesof Buropee

THD COLONIAL RWVOLUTION

: (36)  World War I snded with the strengthening of the colonial empires of
the viotors; the Seocond World Var onded with the beginnings of the dissolution of
the empires of the Zuropean Ga italist im: erialist statess This differorce is

a measure of the degensration of oapitalisme "Tortifically weakened, ‘oapitalism
loosens up, first at the fr;ngas, in relatlon to 1ts oolonial slaves.
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(37) For the first time since the early progressive days of
capltalidm peoples in revolt have won thelr independence. The “ritish
French and. Dutch empires are breaking upe India, classic example of

colonial subjugation, is now independent. 30 are Furma and Indo-
nesia. Egy»nt ad most of tle Arab world are no longer under direct
Sritish. control,.  These revolutionary struggles for independence have
an extrermely progy 3331ve 516n1f1cance and nerit Lhe support of revo~
lutionary. socnallats. L I . Tt "9
(38) Au the' same tirme the. new. socwal force of Stalinism also
apoeara -as., a: contendor- for -power in’ As;a,.nooilizing and leading
struggles agains t the old. 1mperialiéms, but doing so not in order
to 1ibergte the colonial. countriles, but to énslave them to the new ‘
imperlalis:a and ne w exaloitative rule, _Je rejact the 1dea. that the
interests of the Indochinese peoole reﬂuire polltical or military
support to the Vietminh, for 1t . is. deci&ively dominated hy 1ts
Stalinist leadership ad functions as an instrument of Stalinist
imperialism.in ;Indochinas.. -In.this .connection, tne conventlion .approves
the .position taien by the n“tional uxecutive Com. ttee of the YbL
on the“ Indoc inese war ; el o _

) (09) {Hilo chs viotory of Stal nism in China struck a blow ‘at "
capltal 18t  imperialism firom which it will never re cover, .1t; at the

same timge, .raised the new enemy of socialism to vower and set badk

for . am- indefinlte 2eriod.the working dlass,’ denocraov and sociglisri.
The @struction of. febdallsm and capitali&m vy the Chinese 3talinists
1s.ixiot . aro. gregsive  for: thpy .aré .replaced by .the, new "éxplottative ,'_.
and : reactionary soclety. . The. peasents ape freed from feuddl reld-’
tions but conmverted Into the state serfs of tle Stalinist’ bureaucracy.
The working class is ensla ved, All of the funda*ertal tralts of -
Ruagtan stalinlsm are regroduced  in. Ghinae . The YSI 1s. the. moptal
enemy of “téllnlam in 331a, as. it is in other secﬁions of tha wovld.

(40) T 143 eration of the colonles of yesterday wag’ carried
out withoub a soclalist revolution and ndt’ inder the . leadersnip of

~the:working classe Thig was. osssible bacause of the acoelara

degeneration of oaoitalism ad.., oaoitqllst imdorialisn. . Jut’ at’ the

sam e time, the social »rdblens of indUSUrialeation and the land ',
question, mroblems whose solution is classically tie task of “the =~
democratle revolution, still gwalt resolytion. , These problems cgn
only ke golved in_a fundamentalsense and. in:a,, Urogress$ve manner oy
the working elass and 80+al ism.ﬁ. e L L

(41) The emergence of mas 8 socialiat partLes in Asia reoresents
a pr ogressive development,  As compdrAd w1th Buropéan’ ‘soclal- | :
democracy, these .parties. rearesent a. X ealthy and militant movement, o
on the whole, gtemming £ rom. thelr recent . association wlth ths . -
na ti onal -revolutionary movements and because of the distinective’ social,
political- anﬂcoonomic positions of their. countrles, The formation
of -the Asian S ocialis t Gonference and 1%s. extreme reluctance to
unite whl the Second International is a. helGOHe si

(40) The victory of the colonial ﬁrces in. Asia oresages tomorrows
upsurge. of: tne colonial,. .rasses in africas, Already in Yorth Arnica
the ras ses are carrylng on a heroic struggle aga‘nst Frénch imper-
ial ism, a struggle to which the YSL announces’ its support, Tomorr ow
this will sp read.to the rest of that continent and to all other o
areas In which imperialism still rules, ‘
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(45) Lhé_*oL opposes the intervention ol the old znd new. imper«.
1alisns im Asia und tle effort of american Luperial iswm to defend or
restore td itg LF erislist qlllesnn" of their former colonies or
former coionles to bes It opp oses alzo Hle °f¢orts of American- .
imprial iam to °uDﬂl nt the older impecrtalisys in, the area. It shares
the op Hosition of Asian revolutionisis to the SEATO alliance and
counter“oses 0 1t as the next practical ated in Aslian politlcs the
formation of an Independent Southeast Asian ederation, wirich can
secure the defense of the area against.3talinist imperiallsm .nd the
old capltalism imvevialism and also assure the poollng of resources.
democratically as. & basis for ctrogressive moderniz ation amd indus-
trialization of these countrias a nd for carrying through a radical
ggrarian refom, prerequls? tes ta furtner prozress. . :

SN P .  The Detente

(44) Since the end of. the Forean w. ar there has set in an auate-
ment of the war danger plus a relaxation of international tensions, -
the so=-calld detente. This »2riod has not, however, been a uniformly
more "relaxed" one; on the contrary, twice in these years we witnessed
sharp osgillations bacx to great tension in .the cold war struggle and.
the dangdr of ¥t war; once, last year in the Indochina crisjs, and -
sgaln, over Formosa, In both cases armed conflict was avertad, tension
reduced and tlhe world-wide var jostponed, These developments reflect
the Tact that both s ldes realize that it is highly doubtful that.

amall" wars can be fought withodut the dnade& TEIrd or1d “lar result-
3.ng,t and ne ither side is prepared for this final .showdown, . Hence the-
stalemate. v o _ L s T

; (45) During the last few months the detente baa become 1ntestied
and the relaxation of conflict more orondunced., "Statesmen" on both
si des have stopped hurling pronunclamentos bristling with threats and
counter-throats at éach other, a certain "mormalizatlon" of relations-
has set in, and in general, the atmos:here.and mood have cleared up -
somewhat., The meeting at bhe'Sﬁnuit" the. Austrian treaty, the Russilan
raprocement with'Tito, the Amer;can-cllnese btaTinist talks. all are
signs of the caangéd atmosphere.. - : . ‘ . L

(46) The "peaceful ‘interlude" which "normally" would haye taken
place right after the conclusion of the war occurs ten years later,
The length of this perlod and the degree of "pacification" cannot be
predlcteds It is possible that it will ve shortly interrupted or  ter-
m fhated by a fresh crisis and it is .also possible that the detente
will last for a longer period of time, This question depends upen-
the domestic situations in both imperialist powers, the 1nternational
balance of forccs and the Third Camp strucgle of masses..

(47) 'The degree of tension between ashlnaton and Hoscow had .
reached the point where sither its relakation .or the outbreak of the
wgr was the next stage. To attempt to res olveany of the crises of
the last two years Ly a s mall, Xorea-type war would, have mos t likely
res ulted in the bvig war 1tself. Neither. camp wanted this develop-
ment sihce each nust ‘1ine ‘up a§. many.- of the vncommitted nations and
peoples on its side as is 3ossiole and eaeh w¢sbes to achieve a. :
definite superiority over the other in regard to: ‘support from other .
nationa and pecples, military might, and; economic strength. The

<
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varlous sueccessful strugles of mgsses of »eople against both sides
during the recent years, the reluctance of A nmerica's ZEuropean allies
to be dragged into such a war, ond the "sloudown" in all of the
Stalinist em>ire including Russia 1tself, huve set back the two
imperlslisms., In addition, the flnal securin. of German rearmament,
even 1f it is still on paper, by the United States, over ths bell-
icose belllgerency of Stallinism has caused Rusgla to shift to new
methods of struggle agalnst the final realization of America's mili-
tary 2lans in Europe, upon whlech 1its whole global strategy for
fighting Stal Inlsm is T“ased.

(48) Together with all of humanlfy, the YSL welcomes the post~
nonement of Jorld Viar III, which the detente marks. Such nostoone-
m ent holds of the wmss slaugnter which th e war would entall and
at the same tlne glves the farces of the Third Camp time in which to
assenmble thelr ranks, become ideologically clari’ied, and to struggle
to wrevent the war ‘entirely, - I'oreover, the inability of the two
imperialisms to negotlate a permanent solution to thelr conflict
does not exclude heir agcreement on particular issues where same
kind of limited settlement s oved thelr mutual self-interest, An
example of such a case {3 he Austrlan Treaty. i/hen such instances
occwr to the advantage of the people, as in the case of Aus tria, we
welcome them even while re-iterating our fundamental denial of the
right of 1 p elalis ts to dlspose of the fat:z of peoples even in g
progress ive manner,

. (49) At the sae time 1t 1s neceasary to note that the breathing
spell is a breathing spell for the 1inpe rialist camps as well as for
the mass es, and enalles VWashington and lioscow, as well as the forces
of the Third Camp,to regroup themselves and nrepare for the war.
Furthermore, the detente helps create jllusions in the minds of the
masses and further 1deas of passivity and tends to insti1ll the notion
that Washinzgton and iloscow can solve the various intsrnational
ques ticns neaceiully, and without mass struggle. It reinforces ideas
of "neutralism " and "peaceful coexistence”., These illusions present
a.great danger to the Third Camp as plrations of the peoples. Unless
they are shed, the time gained as a rasult of the detente will be
frittersd away.

(50) Whzt must be understood firstly is that the detente does
not ma rk an- end to the cold w ar nok signallze a2 fundammentally
different miod in International relations, The detente 1s a new
stage of the cold war, one 1n which tiie cold var strusgle bhetween -
3talinism a x capitallsm goes on, hut in new, less helliserent forms,

(51) Secondly, 1t must be understood that the assertion that
1t 15 possdble for Salinlism and capitidisa to coexla* nerm nently
or fcr a very lon; 2riod of tine is false, Tho imperiallist nature
of he twosocial systems ad the social-anta"onlsﬂ factor In the struggle
make inescanable the €fort of both bloes and systems to vanquish :
each other,

(52) Thirdly, while it 1is possihle for the two imperialisms to
work out soue deals wkh each other for the siort run period, it is
not possible for hem to solve any of tle problems which face man-
kind in sny kind of progressive, democratlic manner,
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(53) The independent socialist movement poses the dternative of a demooratio
struggle against all forms of reaction to the thréatened solution of international
problems by atomic war and poseés for the labor movement. the adoption of a demooratio
foreign polioy as an alternative to the reaoctionary politlos of Amerioan capitalism,
a demooratio foreign volioy with whioch to defeat Stalinism progressively and without
ware Likewise, the YSL counterposes the struggle for a demooratio and socialist
progrem- as the alternative to solutions of the various international questioms by
imverialist deals at the expense of thé peoplee This analysis by no means exoludes
our particination in movements directed toward big power negotiatlons: it rather
defines the mode of our operation in thems Thus, we supported the taotlo of a-
militent Gorman working olass camraign demsnding Germen unity as a right at the
time of Genevas Commitiient to such a struggle in no way implies accepténoe of tie
11lusion and big power negotiations oan "solve" the imperialist rivalry. It does
recognize that the pressure of the worldfs people -and the contradictions of the
two imperialist social systems may oreate a situetion in whioh it is possible for
militsnt aotion to achleve real, though limited, results, sven in the present
oontext of world politios. Iforeover, in suoh struggles, the very limitatlons of
negotiations and the need for a Third Cemp osn be made: olears When participatirg
insuch campaigns, then, socialists should base their actlons on two factss c firs}
that the dotente may allow for the possibility of a limited effeotiveness for mass
pressure upon the big powdrs; second, that the very limitgtions which the framewdyk
of imperialist nezotiations imposes upon such-situatlons oreates the opportunity
for agitation and organization for a real alternatives the Third Campe

(54) What esreoially needs stressing is the absolute necessity for Third
Camp struggle against Stalinism, as opposed to the attitude of appeasement of
Stalinism and conoiliation with it, an attitude which is rife in the various neutra=
1ist movements and in the left wings of European Sooial-Demooraoys Feelings of
passivity, the idoa that Eisenhower and Kruschev will solve all problems and that the
struggle of the masses is not needed is profoundly false and must have counterposed
to them the Third Camp struggle against war and all reastions , :

(55) To the projeoted solutions for the various international questions and
probloms which emenats from the imperialist powers, both the solutions they really
desire and those they hint at for propagands purposes, the Socialist movement must
counterpose conorete demooratic solutions and urge the struggle for their realiz=-
atione . ' E : : : o

(56) A short time ago the United States and Stalinist China were on the brink
of war over Formosa. Stalinist China oynically claimed its right to seize this
island while the other sids olaimed the right of ocontinuing the Chiang polioce =
state under American overlordshipe. With utmost oynicism, both sides ignored the
fundemental democratic right of the Formosans to themselves settle the problem of
the status of their land. As against the solutions presented by Stalinism and oap=-
italism the YSL urges tho right of self ~determination of their status by the Forw
mosans themsolves. The only demooratio solution eonsists of the people of Formosa
deoiding demooratically whether they desire union with Stalinist China, wish to
romain under the rule of €hiang and his American overlords, or wish the third status
of an indeperdent, democratioc Formosae If such a gonuine pleblscite were to be
held, the YSL would urge the Formosan people to chose the third alternative.

(57) 1t is highly doubtful that the scheduled elections to unify Vietnam
will ever be helde In opposition to the reactionary solution of a divided oountry
with the Stalinists in ocontrol of the North and French imperialism, Ameriocan imper=
ialism or the combination of the two subjegating the South, the YSL sets forth the
program of a Third Camp struggk by the Indoohinese workers and revolutionary and

. v e
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demooratio nationalist foroes against both ‘thé Vietminh and egainst capitalist
imperialisme, The,ggsegbling,ofhsgghﬁforops‘ig_§outh Vi9#9%m,$s'tho.urgeny;y;re~

~ "(58), The same solution apolies equally.to Kores, ézoept. that thére the ditw
uation is warde than in Indoohing in réspest to.the existonoéfof’Igdépqndent7foréés
oapable of playing sugh.a preograssive and domocratic roles But this merely means.
that the task is more diffioult and will take 1dnger;5‘W§ioh;;s all the more roason

why it has to ba bugine R .
(59) There is groat danger that tha,QIQHEurgpgan,1mper1g1;st“gowersfw;11 use
the relaxation of cold war tonsions to intensify thelr'subjugation of tho aolonies
and their struggle againgt the natlonallst movomontss Franoe has alrdady threats’
ened and begun such aotiod in Torth Africae The peoplos of North Aftioa and other
subjeot axd, oppressed nations must ;nténsiﬁy‘thpir'strqggle.1p're?urn.' The YSL, -
doclares its unqualified support of the fight of the North African’and a1 othef
oppressad pooplss for natiohal 1odepe ndence’ and 0alls upon the inteinational labor

movoment to extend to thom its supvort and aids
GERMANY

(60) The partition of Germany between the liestern powors and Russia and the
denial of the elomentary domooratic right of selfedetermination to the Gorman
peopla, as a oonsequence of the Seoohd World War, Was a roactionary aoct with fare
reaching rotrogressive results for duropes Germany is the key to all of Europe in
that its goographical lonation, its economio developmont and its size make it the
natural organizer of tho continente The unification of Germeny will also bring
the German working olass to the fore and enabls it to play a leading role in the
struggle for an Independont Western Union and othar progressive developments,

(1) 1In Bastern fermany, the Russian quisling Stalinist regime continues to
fasten its yoke upon ths people on the basis of Russian bayonets, as the June, 1953
uprising so thoroughly proveds The West Germsn government has bean granted a moase
ure of national scvereignty by Washington but at the price of the integration of
Wost Germany into NATO and the American military blooe Ard while the Gorman Bourge
aolsle may desire preoisely this, the Vest German workers have demonstrated their
understanding of the reactionary international and domestio oconsequences of it end
waged militant struggles against it,

(62) As a oonsequence of the detonte thore have been rumors of a Russian
praoposal for the unification of Germany on the basis of a neutralized oountry withe
out the right to rearm, or even neutralization on tha Austrian pattern inoluding
the right to certain limited armed forcese Bven if such rumors were more than prope
aganda balk, they would still involve a denial to the German people of their demoo=-
ratio right to all the attributes of nstional sovereignty inoluding the right to
oontrol its military establishment and to conduot its foreign relations as it soes
fite

(63) The rocent "summit" meeting in Geneva failed %o produce any such Russian
proposale On the oontrarye Both sides are in favor of German Unity, but on a
basis the other will not grante Amerioa wants a united Germany whioch oan be part
of its military blooe Russia would be willing to see Gormany united at the price
of destrustion of fmerican military plars and the struoture which America has so
painfully ereoted in Zuropo.
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(éh) This undersoores the neoessity of o Third Camp struggle for German :
unifications The struggles of the Gormen workers have in part been vitiated by
the faot that the arientation of the SPD lsadersiip has boen towards Big Power
_ negotiations as :the road to ‘Gorman unifications The shedding of these illusions

and the beginnings -of a program and outlook that relies on the strength of the
. German workors :end.the seeking of aid from the natural allies of the Gorman prole
etariat, tho int: rn=tional working olass, is a prereqhisite for a successful
progressiVu and demooratio struggla.
_ (65) ;very sinoere damoorat must urge the unifioation of Germany &nd 1ts
restoration to full netional .soversignty and independence including full dontrol -
of its socialy ecgnomia .and ‘political life, including oontrol of its own military
and international policys The German working ‘olass must raise the slogan of
withdrawal of all foreigm troops and the unification of Garmany on an independent
~and domooratic, which-is.te say, on a working olass basise It is inoumbant on all
working olass and demooratio movemants to give all aid and support to the German
workors and people in this struggles

o . e e w - et W e - - e -
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At 1 NAKEs

CONSTITUTION 'OF THE YOUNG o 3w

SOuIALIST LE&GUE .
The name of* this organlzation shall: be'hhe YOUFG SOCIALIST LEAGUE,
hereinafter’ referred to as the YSL. < ,

Art,,IIFPURPOSEs The YSL is a damooratio socialist organization striving to aid

l;.

in the basic transformation of this soclety into ons where tho
means of" produotion and distribution shall be collectively owned
and demaoratﬁcalty managed. The YSL attempts to make the young
workers ‘and studomts; who' form’ {ts arena of aotivity, oonscious
of the need for organization directed against Capitalism and

) Stalinism. S

”5‘The YSL rejedts the oonoept ‘that state ownarship without demo=
“oratio ‘oontrols’ répresents 3001alism; or that socialism can be
'*&chiavedaw1thout political demooracy, or through undemocratio

”fmeans,or sk jﬁ;j_n apv‘dqyothar than the conscious active parte
xicipation or the péop.c themselves ‘in the building of the new

_ . soclal orders Tho {YSL orients towards the working olass as tho

R olads Whioh is: capable of Ieading soolety to sooialisme

Art’ III MENB“RSFIP: SRR T
SGOt. l. + Hombarship in th° YSL ts open to thoso in substantial agreomont with

’

S?Otc 20

Secte 3e

its purposds ‘and statsmert of prinoiples and program; and who aro
willing to acoopt tha rosponsibilities of momborshipe

Svory momber of tho YSL -shall Bélonmg to a local sootion of the organe
izatiods “In‘¢ases ‘whore ndno ‘oxists in his looality ho shall be rose
ponsible diraotly td the NAG'for ‘the oonduct -of his sooialist works

‘Exdontions to this: poiioy may bé made by the NAC.

Applications for mambe rship shall be nassed on by looal sootionse If
nono-exists 1n a Iooality ayplloaﬁions for ‘that aroa shall be passed
by the NACe '

Art. IV¥. LOCAL ORGANIZATION

Soocte le

. Séok. 2.

Arte. V, VATIONAL ORGAMIZATION®: -

Five or moro ‘members n- any looality upon applloation to the NAC may

" be chartered ‘and knovin as s "unit"

Where more than one ‘unit exists in any: ‘Tocale, & distriot organization
may b sat up’y subjeot to tho approval of the FAC, with a district
exooutive’ oommittee elcotod by a distrioet oonventxon. When so elooted
it shall bo the hiohest’governing body for hat area, and may, with tho
conourronse of the NAG chartor new units in that aroae

it

Secte 1 Conventionse T

Ae

B,

Tho highest body in the YSL is the National GConventione The oone
“'véntion ‘shall meet dt léast onoo ‘avery two years, on call of the
MBC. Tho WEC shall allow at leabt 90 days for preconvention dise
cussjon in issuing any convention call, The 9 day period shall
"~ begin only when tho’ MAC has published and nlroulated the major
majority doouments, exoayt in the caso of' an emergensy conventione
The NEG shall draft a’ proposed Convention Agenda and Ruless

Only membars in good standing shall have the right to vote for deb =
gates, Vbtlng shall take plaoe on e unit basis, and each unit shall
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olact om delegate for a given number of members in good

. standing, or major fraction thoreofe The number is to be

“ spocified by the MEC in its 00nvent10n calle Units mgy oloct

Gy

alternates to the conventione

" A special Convéntion may be oalled by a majority of the MNEG,

ono third of ths mombership or two fifths of looal seotionse

_On recoiving such a oall the MEC shall schedule a special oon~

i “vention within four months, allowing three months for disousse
ion. o .

D.

Where there is division on the basis of~ooi1tica1 tondenoies

- in olsoting delogates to the Convention, Minority tendencies

';'_ére entitled to representatives eleoted. by thom as followss

" In a unit entitled %o ono délogate, the delegate shall be the
‘persoh wtth tho highest votes In a unit entitled to two dele

t‘egaﬁes a mlnorlty oand1date who reobives 1/3 of the votes

shall be élaoted as a dalegate; in a unit entitled to three
delégated & minority candidate who receives 1/l of the votes
shall be oleoted a delegates A minority tendenoy shall be
considered established and defined by the presontation for
vote of a written dooument. (resolution or motion), which is

" aninounced t6 be tho basis of the tondenoy asking for' repros=

‘:jentationo

Seots 2 The
A. .

Be

C.t.-

D..

3
L]

G.’

Yational Executive Committeg.

Betweon Couventions the highest body of the YSL shall be the
NECs The IEC shall take offioce immediately upon aloction and
shall hold offioe until the. next Convention or until 8 SUO=
cessor has boen elootede

The Luc shall be ekaoted at. the. Convention by a systom of
‘pronortional révrosentationes The Convention will determine
the exaot system to be used. R

Tho NB0 shall be ocomposed of membors and alternates, the o
number of each belng determined by the Convention.

_The NEZC shall maet at loast twioce a year. One third of the
N&C* may ‘oall a special’ meeting of the NEC whioh must be schede
‘uled within six woeks of receipt.of'such call by the NAC. Any
_member of the' NEC mey initiate a mail ballot of the Committee
on’ any deoision of the NAC..

The NEC shall appoint and may romove all national offigers by
a majority votes

' Any NEC momber may appoint any regular glternate to replana

‘him for all ar any parﬁ .of any meeting of the committee.

In rep!acing vaoanoies on the Comnxttee the NEC may raise
‘alternates té full membership by 8, mawority votes When nece
ossary to’ meintain recognized faoticnal strength non=-alternates
may be -occopted by & 2/% votes In event of further vacancies

on the Commlttee and after. investigating the possibilities of

a Special C Sonverntion the COmmit*ee may co-opt from among non-

: alternates by a 2/3 vote aftor the exhaustion of the regular

alternate slats,

o« e,
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Arte VI FLNANCIAL OBLIGATIONS
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Secte 3 The National Action Committee SN ‘ S
Ae The NAC shall conduct the national poli*icak and organizational
affairs of the . YSY. batween Meetings of tbe NEC. :

fﬁ*pB&i’ The NAC shall be eleoted from among members of the NEC 1n the vi*.
. .t oinity bf the National Officd; by the NEC, XNEC alternates .and 1.0
s 7o Smoiibors’ who' aro.’not mombo¥d” of the IAC in tho - vicinity af tho HeOe

FURS H;”shall also be alternates B0 tha*AC, .

R " The LAC shall meet ab least onos 'a month, Qt on’ oall ‘of one thxrd ¢

. .1ts mamberse IR
De  All Natlonal, Offieers and all units of the YSL are responsibha to

< - - the NAC for tha oonductof ‘their works L e

Ee Minority tondencies: in«th@ orgénization.shall be nntltlad to the
. sdme proportipn.of seats on thb N@C a4, on, the NEC. TR

"fE. , All membars, of the YSL shall have tha right to aktend meetings of
... - ‘the FAU and”the NEC.except when those bodios shall by a %,z vote
decide to hold axecuthe sossions. Lot :

Secte L National Officers ‘ o o - ’
Ae ' :The Naticnal Offioars shali bo- directly rasponsibie to the VEG and
; tha NAQ and shall bo eleotad’by the NEC: from among 1ts members.

'B.  Tho Nptional Chiirman shall be the oonvemer of tho NEQ snd tho a0
and shall be the polltical spokesman of the YSL. «JJf.‘”ﬂ_

 Ce- The Nabional Seoretary‘shall bo ‘the organizational o%00utive of the
.+ -¥YSL and- shall be- responsible ‘for the adminlstration of the National
Offioee " - C e )

. . LokE
Seote 1 Every apoliocsnt for membership shall pay. a. *1.00 applioation fee to ba
forwarded to the Netional foioe' '“'3 ‘ L e
It07, .
Seots 2 Evory member-at-large shaLl pay a minimum dues of SS.OO per year. Members-
atewlarge Joining after Jume of any yoar shall have their dued computed
op ‘tho basis of ¢50f per. monthe The flscal year runs' from Jane L to -
Doce 3le Mombers who.are serving gontences for: gonsoientious or politioal
obgection to war are exempt. from the dues requirsmentss- Other exceptions
mgy be made by the NAC. :

Seote 3 Local seotions may establish a, pledge system to supolement the regular

, nat;onal dues. T o . '&_ :
Soote Every looal unit shall send to the. Vational Offloe a minimum of .50¢ per
month per member as duese Excevtions to this may be made by tha NAG. .

Seote 5 The NEG may set spooial assassments and organize spaeial fund drivos.

Seots 6 Only members in oood standing, may ‘vote and/br hold office in the YSL.
Aqy member. more than three months behind in his dues shall be deamed not -

to ba in good standing and nay be dr0pped from the. organization after a
warring. ,



Art, VII DEMOCRACY AND DISCIPLINE

Soocts 1

Seote 2

Seote 3

Soote h

Seot. 5

Seote 6 _.

Seote 7

Soote 8

Seote O
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The NAC shall establish a year-round information'and discussion bulletin
open to all members, where-:all politloal and organizational disagree=
monts oan ashieve thelr fullest and froest expressions A single ocopy

- this bulletin shall be provided free of .charge to all members of the YSL,

but its distribution is not Iimiteﬂ to momberse Msmbers of the YSL shall
also raoaive,'free of oharga, for one - year. the YOUNu SOCIALIST CHALLEN:E.

All official press and publxoaﬁions of the YSL arq subjeat to the dir-
eotion of the NAC. ERE -

Looal bodiqs af the YsL may publish material of their ghidioce; however
they must make olear that it is 8 loua} publioationo-

¥inority tendenctds of oauousea may’ publish their own maberial’ for in=
tarnal and external distribution, but they must make oloar that thesa
publications do not represent the viewsﬂof the orvanization as a wholes
All National and ‘local mimeogiaph’ and mailing faoilities éhall be open
o' sush tendanoies ‘or ocaucuses for use- at oostc S

Members of the YSL' shall be guide& in their politioal aotions by the - .
principle s. and: decisions of the'lenPuse In pursuing .their wrk thoy may
not. take action whioh is in’ contradiotion to the polioies of the” YSL or
meka statements in oontrad’otion with. the: prineiples or, policies of the
YSL without making it olear that thqy are,.spoaking for themselves and
not tho League. o .

et s

In all areas, ard organlzations and on all oampuses the YSL polioy shall
be executed by the members in. that" situation aotlng a8 ; an organized bodr ,
subjeat to the dacigions of the higher bodies of thg ISL,, B

Local units shall provids members with the opportunity to present their -
views on polltioal ahd organizational problems before the membersﬁlp.

Between oonvontions any decision of the NEC. may bo- overruled by & rof-
erendume All roforendums shall bé. daaided by ‘a majerity votee Bofore
initiating a referendufi“there shall b4 a ‘discussion with local sections
on.the advisabiliby of a Special Convention with referenca tQ the fln-
anoial and other problems involveds* The initiativs for a reforendum may
be made by:s one third'of the NEG; ‘ohie third of the ‘membership or- wo:
fifths of the looal units. Pre and Con disoussioﬁ shall go. out with aD.
refbrendum ballots. - "“'.. ; , .

_There shall be no seoreb ballotlng on any oommittee of the. ¥SLs: ‘In ordef‘

that the reocord of ocommittes mombers be availgble: to the mombership all
votes shall be recorded, lfinukes-of %he ‘NEC and NAC meotings,except .of .
meetings in exeoutive séssion,shall zo to all members who request them. :

Arte VIII TRIAL PROCEDURE E

Seot. 1

Any member or sesction of the XSL mgy bring oharges against .eny member for
violation of YSL prinoiples, polioies or disoipline’y The initial agous-
ation must be made in writing be fore" the’ smallest subdivision of the -

Leagus of which they are both memberse. The. -aocused must be .given: notioevf
of the trial dato and a copy of the oharges against him hoth 15 and agein

7 days preceding the trial datq. : ‘Fallure to appear ox to send a letter
of defense in the absence of oxocusae. for’ ‘such failure shall be ground fa
oonduoting the trial in abserntia.
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Seote 2

Seote 3

Seate L

Seate §

Sacte 6

-1o -

No subdivision shall oonstitute itself as a trial body unloss all mombers
have been informed in advance of the business at hande

A member shall be tried before the highest committee of the Teaguo of
which ho is e momber, in the ocase where the charges call for  his sus=-
pension or expulsione

In ordor to oxpsll a two thirds vote is needod; to suspond or censure
8 majority vote is neededs A subdeivision may dismlss the oharges at
any timoe

The acoused or acouser may appeal to the NAC, the NEC and the Convention
in that ordere The desision of the Convontion shall be finale In order
to hava the right to appoal a momber must file his appeal with the next
higher body within 15 days of the trialse

An oxpelled member while eppealing shall be given the status of a sus=
pended momber, his sole rights being the right to conduot his appesale

Arte IX NMISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS

le

2e

3

Lo

5¢°

6e

Amendments to this Constitubion may be made only by a Convention of the
YSL.

Tho NEC may affiliate the YSL to intornational bodiss by a mpjority vote.
Tho Chairman of all moetings and committees has a right to voice and
voto at all timese The nay vote shall be called first on voting to

call the questione

All dooisions in all bodies of the YSL are to be by mejority vote

ex09pt whon otherwise specified by this Constitutione No second shall

be required for motions in any body of tho YSL,

All members of the YSL shall be provided with a copy of this
oonstitution,

At all meetings and at the Convention of the YSL Robertd Rules of
order (Revised) shall govern the proosedings, exocept where they are
in oonfliot with this Constitutione

end
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