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EDITORIAL NOTES
RN . L .’!4'-‘”.'. ( SRR Tt e ;-‘:‘,_ ~’I’

The Young Sooialist Keview is.tho {pformation and disqussion bullotin

of the Young Sooinlist Loaguee The YSR is preparod by the .YSL Vational Office and
is editod by Joan Morrise . ' T e Megne e WS

LR o
.\ .

. Tho.aim of the YSR 16 to éonstitute a forum for tha exprossion of all
points of view within the YSL, "It is,:therefore, completoly .open-to- any mombor-
or group of. members who mey with to contribute thoir views. “Contributions - from”
nonemombors will be: acceptad, if of suffieclently high interest,  (The edita
Tosorves the right to. degide. on tho oase of each such articles) = S .

For obvious reasons it should.be;dndorsﬁood:that.artigles“signed:by
individuals do not nscesserily represont the views of the YSL.. Any material
that is "officlal™will.be.olsarly laballed as suche ' o e

Gopy should be submittdd to the YSL National office, Third Floor, = 7
11l We llth Ste, Now:York 1l, N.¥. If at all possible, submit copy stenclled,

singio snecads If this is not possible, - thon submit“matoriul,fnyéwiiﬁtensH;g

Toublo svacod.  Non' typewritfen oopy will not ba acoespteds -

: It should be clear that the YSR is not regtrioted.t) mambers of the .~ 7
YSLe Though issued primarily for members, it is open to all frierdd and otker =~ 7
intorested irdividuals, ifembers should meke every effort to get copies into the -
hands of this wider audieéqag Send ‘in your jundle orders nowe .

ALl labor exponded §n the -publioation gf the YSR is donated by the
membors of the NY Unit of YSL. : s ‘

THIS ISSUE AND THE N&XT

Your editor wishes to humbly apologize for overestimating the speed with
whioch the first two YSR Convention issues oould be publisheds Malnly due to the
detailed and voluminous material necessary far this and the last issues on the
Convention, the deadline schedule, to say the least, was slightly off bases How=
ever, beoause of inourable sooialist optimism, we will again’prediot frequanoy of
publiocation with a good chance of coming ovt more then once a months . L
T ; Lo

As the table of icontents shows, the majority of this Convention # 2
issue is eithor devoted to Convention:disoussion that was not published in YSR form
prior to the Chiocago msetings, or matorial thet the delegates direoted the NAC to
publish for educational purposes (iees, the Workers Party-SYL correspondence on an
Irdopondont Wostorn Union)e The romefinder is devoted to all defeated and withdrawn
resolutions orossnted to the Convention, plis three short resolutions that passede

-y

Tho next YSR will be oontored mainly on disoussions. about liboralism that
stems from romarcs made at a series of NAQ moetings this fallo Vo' have: not: pressed
for artioles until now, sinoco the two Conventidn ‘Lssues .had:wodadno furthor copye
You must all be aware comrades thet we cannot have an issue for Usniaxy.or future
morths without artioles ooming from othsr units eside from New York = the only
source from whore oopy has boen recoived so fars All stenciled or typewritten oopy
must bo in no later than Docember 26;, Only you, comrades, oan keep the YSR publish=
ing rozulerly = SO WRITGZ$ -
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(The following aro th;ea resolutions passed by the YSL Conventions)

A ' The Convontion instruots the NAC to publish in the YSR as soon as
possible after the ¢onventione - .

(1) ALl oonvention resolutions as adopted,

(2) an major maendmants and resolutions whioh Wwors vithdrawn or dew
 foated,eege ths Walker War Rasolution, Owen's resolution on German
Unlty, eto. ‘

(3) The exchange betWeen the SYL Netional Buro and the Politiual Comes
© mittee of tha ISL oh..Indepondent Western Umion (published in
Forum in -1949), with the relevant sections of the supplement to
the I9h9 ISL, 1nternat10na1 ‘resolution on Independent wbstern Unione

Be ' " The Youn? 3o00ialist Leaoun reaffirms its fraternal solldarlty with
ththose sooialist, pacifist), and radical youth including Comrades Vern Davidson
and Don Thomas whd ¥ flvhtlng fdr their. rights as non-rellglous oonsaientous
AObJGOtIOPS and agains* sta%e persecution. -

C. o The oonvention of the' ¥qung Sooial1st Loague exprasses its dsep
gratification at :the v1otory won by, the ISL, and for oivil liberties in gon-
eral, by the- deoislon in the- Shdohtman passport case and pledge its firm sup-
port to the efforts of the ISL to-ba. ¥zmoved from the Attorney Generd. s :
. Subyorsive Liste . . . ce : N e

bl T -v-——---uwn-qn-----—-v---—-,—--—---
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Eltnor writo or piok a copy up. personally at-

Third Floor 111; Ve lh’ch Ste LT .. New York 11, Now York
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COLIGITS on the llnrtin ond Harrington
Resolutions on thq_Ipte;natipnq}qguqstiop )
T ' , “?'[f:By_COmrﬁdg'Sthoh,
Tho Yorld PovoraStruggle T

. The sturting point for ljurtints ontire approasch to oontemporary

intornotional politios is his viow that "Rusaian'bufdaucratio ecllectivism” is o A
oontanflor for world dominction", and that Stalinism intornctionally is a now soecisl -
systen striving to destroy sapitalism ﬁn'qvq;yfgpugtrx.nqq:qsthlxsh_;ts anbgule.~

- * These views ard’enunciated in the Hartin resolution with uttor .
dogmotisme Thoy are simply assertdd without 'a’shred of arpument to book them up, as
if they wore dvious, unquestionable foots. Nevertheless, they aro utterly wrong, o
ard lead to catastrophic political errors. T e s

| The ‘assortlon that Russia is & Meoritender for world domination"

‘must bc'anaiyzéd_in,ﬁha light .of Rdsgiaf$ oqpéb11§ips“bffa&hiéiiﬁg*hpd-mgih§a1§1?g =

W riow oite tho most sIgnilloant:

EPE

world dominatiods .© T

S ; '“This{anﬁlysis”must'bd‘an'édonomio,qnd}ysisjsipoo the military
strongth of a sooiety, medsured not in the sucerfioial tems of number of soldiers,
guns, alrplanes, etos, but in terms of tho ability to wige and win s §6rious proe=
tracted glohol struggle is ossentailly determined by its productive ocanacity. Fow
do tho eobnomies of Rus§ih and the UeSe shape up agalrst eogh other? (statistios
R A : . [

» N Russian steel production in 1953 reached e lovel of 38 million
tonse Tho United States in that year produced 112 million tons.(a ratio of 3:1 in
favor of the U.S4)s Russid in 1952 ‘produced 322,L00 barrals 6f ‘crude netroloums .

The contingntal UaS;.aloﬁe'piédﬁqut2,292,00dlbarr918 (a ratio of 7:1) exclusive of
over 1,000,000 barrels of foreign petroloum produced by the Ameriecan oil companiese
Russian oroduction of eleatrio power in 195l was 117,600,000 kilowatt hoiurs, The

UeSs in 1955 rroduced 513,897,000 kilowatt hours (a ratio of 7:2)e .

e Oh'ﬁhq'baéig”qf“ﬁﬁeSQfétqﬁiéﬁids}alone,nthéfe#ogmégdﬁineqﬁaii¥y ba-
tusen tho U,S. ard Russia should be apperant to anyone whose mind 1s not naralyzaed

by dogmas gbout the Stalihist“tﬁrddt}i’But'ih‘raality,_%héfpiqtdre they present is

far more favorable to Russia than the faocts Justify, for numerous reasons, offwhioh

l. The Russian vroductioh figures aro those proolaimed by the ‘govs
ernment, and may therefore be_seripusly inflateds

g . - 24 ‘They renresent exolusively the nroduotion of "hedvy" industiy,
the sector 5 tho Russian economy most highly develdped,nt tho cost of grave rom, .
tardation and chronio crisis is the oonsumer goods sector .and in ‘agrioulture. The .
ovor-all economic strength of Russia is thorefore substantially less thon the .
hoavy-industry Tigures would indicetes " The Amerioan eé6onomy ‘on the other hand is
highly dovelorod in all its branchese =~ -~ ** =~ - o e o

*

3¢ The allies and statellitos of the UsSe inolude all the most
advanoed industrial natibhs’in‘tho‘hprld."ﬁusaia's'émpiré is by an large backward
and 'a ‘sourdo of insignifioant economie and military strength com ared to Vestern
Burope., R

- lidrtin‘also raises the ‘geotre of Stalinist parties thrueout the
world talking -yower in their own countries and "establishinl bureauoratic colleote

£47
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jvism", Ie makes this assertidon in charaotoristically dogmatio fashion, without a

~ghred of argumont or nroof that con here be refgted.

. My coniontion is ?hnt'+hd persneotive llartin raisos is totally une
real in referonco to the decisive. countriss in the vorld, the advanced industrial
gtates where the CeP.ts are sipgnificant only becatise of work ting-class supporte The -
roasbns that this is s0 are, exnounded in paragraphs 16,17, and 18 of my "Resolution
on the Intarnational & ltuation There vioyld be no noint Ainrepeating those argu=-

. ponts hore and nothing moro need be said on the subgecb at thls time, since lLartin

has neither defendod hls 0osi ion ror attacked minee o .
N : ""'j’~~"

The Mature of Stalinism
P »~

In my resclution I nresenued 8 fundamentwl onalysis of Stalinism,
a5 neruatuwtlny ‘the basio oontradictions of oapitalism wi”hout resolving theme liartin
is ocontont to slep the label "bureaueratio collectivism" on Stalinism, without™
indicating in any way the basio controdiotions (if any) of the systome He morely

" pakes the- nortentous statenent that Stalinlsm contains contrvdlctions which oroate

the- basis for tho destruction of the sygtem bv the masses - u1thout any lnllcabion' 
vhat thaue oontrodlctions ares L T '

Not that ouch oontradiotions oan't. pp found - Stalinlst society is 7
racked by such contradictions, and my resolution pointed ‘out" ‘sgveral of them = but,
alas, those gontradiotions oan find np nlaco within the. thoory of "bureaucratio
oollactivism"s ‘So, uaruln, in hls 1na1 dr ft, orefbrs - to say nothlng about them..

4 . H
ww.f . . That is, he siys nothlng in the flnal draft; bib in his flrst draft
he presented what he consziders- to  ba- the primary oovtradlction ‘of otallnlsm. A
few minutes of AC discussion yoruuaaed h:m to deleto it from his rasolutlon, and

in so doing, he aotad ”1501]. e

T e at

TR Vo P S S

Whaﬁ wae this nrirary contradictioa? " The "contradiotion" betwoen
a statifiod, »lanned ecoromy =rd o totalitarian burequcratio volitionl structuree .
Cortainly, bureaucratic-totrliterian nlammipg is extromoly wasteful and 1nef“iolant';f
and in coanditions of inbernati nhl'ca itglist combetition i% can be disastrcusly 0X= .
pensive. But Ly what strobteh of the ina ination ¢an maste. .omd.inéfliciencies. bo ine
terpretod as tho nrimary contradiction of a social system? The fundomental controe
diction, of which burcaucrotis irefficicroy is only a spocial ocase, is the controdict=-
ion between class society and modern oroduotivo ¢orces. .

It is sursly a testimonial of, theoretical poverty that iiartin's
primary ocontradiction of Stalinism mersly repaats Trotsky's basic ahalysic of the
Stalinist bure caueracy 2s basod: on, but in contradiotion to,.statified and Dlaﬂnod ,
gconony e Luc orly diffsronce’ is tho* Uartin cells the bureauoracy a "class", Trotuxy
oalled it o "oaste", 'This is an incorrsced theory of Stalinism, flowing from a donial
of its caplaol&uv naburo, but it is Trobsky with his theory of the "deronorated
workers state™, who drew tho only delensible conclusion from ite (ses “"The Revolution
Batroyed” and "Ind Dafernse of iarxism")e

oﬁtrndictlon to the ne“ds of the pro=

4 onroserby-form enn bo in
tor into comtradiotion to the_Prorertv ”er on

ductive foreos; Lub o cless ocrnot orber
Wnioh iv is brsad.
Stolinist "ingi-Coritalion® v
e T N T T e T S N NE N 4
Yo Jariing oroisoan qnu;-conitnllst force = Stqllnxsm in its
sun righh is o G o sunoaot e lteliom und eapitalist 1mpor1allum .
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Of oourse;, Strlinist states have’ fought this’ or that ‘capitalist
imnerialism when thot imrcrialism attomsted to dominate or dostroy thom; but a
generqlized "bitter" opnosition to copitalism has never been present .in Stelinist
policye <ver sinoce its inoception, Stolinism has not sought to fight oovitallsn, but
has atten-ted to make a deal with ite ‘This is the moaning of tho ideology of "voaoce-
ful co-existence™, The prosent detonte has boen'marked - by idedlogioal concessions
by’ the Stalinists who now nooept Bisenhowor's oxsressious’ of hdacefulhess and friende
ship ot face value, 1gnoring the wax drives 1nherent 1n Lnerlcan oapitallsm.

The entiro history of the Stellntern has been one of _support of
oapitalisme Iias liartin forgotten the role of the Stelinists in Spain? Their bee
trayal of the Greek revolutlon (even though that working-olass struggle took plooe
under Stalinist levderuhln)? .The ir dlsarmmb ‘of the Vlorld ilar II resistonca move-
ments end support to canltalist governments’ thru-out Zurove’ The disastrous roliocy
of the Stalinists in Iran and Guatemale whore their failure to use their onormous
influcnoe to mobil;zo the masses indenandently of the nationalist bourgeois leaders -
Mossadegh and irbohz resulted in thé complete victory ‘of fmeriocan imnerialism and
the imposition of native totalitarian regxmas? Their supnort to- capltallst govern-
ments in ;nd1a, Indonesxa, Argentlna, and nany otnar oountries? " o

ew oot LThe role of ‘the ﬁtallnlsts has thus been nroacapltallst on innumer-
oble occa51ons. "“artln's resoluﬁxon doesn' menv;on this feot anyvhere, not even

¢

t Vo

Where has Stalinism beor enti-capitalist? Perhaps it will bo claimed
that tha Stalinist-led revolutions in Chinp and Viet=l'am wore anti-oapitaliste. The
reverse is ture, as w1ll be shown in the dlsoussion of the "Colonlal Revolutlon .
,".~;-. . f~ [ -vc‘,4
?erha‘ou ‘Tasborn Turopes Iartln says "In all the- ratlons vhich it
holds subjeot, Russia has dostroJad oapltullst rule and oawltallsm. Thot, et

. leqst, sourds ant1-cah1tnll , -} L

‘ ~In raﬁlity, mnﬂt havponed 1n uast Europe was the expronrlatlon of
the ruling classos of colonial countries fo¥ the benefit of the: imperinlist overlorde
Thab is no iaoro a2n anti-cepitalist action than any other type of theft '« moreover this
OXOPOleatlon was not oarried out: bJ Rusula, as dartin clalms, but by that notorious
enti-cepitalist Adclmn'thlor. S Lo : B B

This is hov a suﬁsurte” of tno bureaucrntlo-oolleothlst" theory,
Albert Gates, described the polgo“ of the Ceran rulers in thoir oocupied territories
(¥ew Intorictional, Qote 1942, pe271) "They have either taken over the most importe
ant seot ors of fneoe GOO“ONlOu,Obﬁqlnﬁd oontrolllng interas}, -or destroyed them

'entlre]y ' In-each case, hovievor, the: fundaiental aim of the vlotors has been to sub=

ordinete oves: rything to Goman reﬂu1romenUu.“ . : -

Stalinlut ;WPOPI“llSN
M -dm L . .
. 7 ' -

' Maruln explicitly charaotorizog’ Stallnlsm as imporialist: "The drive
to’ 1mﬂor1~11uﬂ are built in fosburds in the'syﬂtem « "Il here contradicts, as
uharplj as possibls, comrade ilervingten who rodently: presanbed ‘tho view that Staline-
ism is not inhorently Im’erinliste Both aro nartly right and mostly Vironge

ilartin roefors to "bullt in" imcorialist derGS, out aside from his

“Mgontrodigtion” botweon planring and totalitarianism, whieh doesh't explain any sort

of drive, dozsn't montion any thom. “and I am afraid that if he ever ocondescends to
inform tho T5L eonvortion what' 1n;CPl”llSt drives ‘it is being nskod to ettribute to
Stolinisi, his theories will not stund up undor Comrade larrington's oriticism = for
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::gaxrlngton is corroot “hen he con+onds thqt on the” baSlS of “tho’ theory of "bure aue
*!aratlo col‘ect1v1sm .,1t is impossible %o demonstrate Lho ex1stanoc of inherenbly .

;iimnerlallst tardevcies inotalin;sm.

But Parrington, An burn, with lis" nroposxtlon tlat Stsl1n1sm 1» not
: ,mnerlollst, has led hirself into ‘a blind alloy. For tho obviovs, and inescapable -
#iaot of inbernatioral politics is thot Dussia 'must adt as an imperialist states: iwc.,
#its every move is deuxgnad to safeguﬁrd its okTNEinr domination over.foreign ‘paoples
4 (inside tho "”ovlat Unlon as well as outolde it7 and, phere nou51ble to exberd its

empiroe . i Sro :

: FHorrinzton's reaotion to this urbrldgeable gaP between theory and
{ reality is slmilar to throw the tkoorv ovorboard - to talk of mﬂerlallst power
bloc"" dr:ven by "imperialist oauées uhich lead to war" ; C

" The 1ncons1stency of Harrln ton's ‘thought is’ to be explained by the
fact that like iartin, he acoepts the thoory of "bqreaucretlo oollegtivism" without
pither analyzing its prasuppogitlons or drawing the logxoal conseqonaes from his '
theoryes Thereiore, hé is stuck with the picture of a struggle for viorld domination
between antamonlstlo sooial svstems, a pioture with little resemblence to realitye.
Since the ' soclal antagonism" ocan't explain anything, ‘either the powor struggle, or
the detente, "both Larrington and Hartin seek ‘to return to reality by reference to
imporialist drives of tho real soocial sysuems as embedicd in concrete national states.
Though IHarrington is more aware than ilartin that he is V1olating h1s theory by this
prooeduro, he doesn't show it anywhere 1n this Resolution-

"To- understand the real d¥ives’behind Russian 1mper1allsm, vie must
undorstand that if America is an ovaroapitallzed nation, Russian expansion is noce
essary procisoly because Russia is a relatively baolviard, undar-oapitalized natlon.

Rucsia is imperialist because it must competo with' adVanoed industrial. nations on -
Jth" terms laid down by the world market; i.ce, by the arodhotiv’ity of lobor in the '
st 1nced nations (the armaments raco is the sharpest form of international comnetition).
.‘ ix icitation-of its colonies is a means for ‘Russia to aprt:ally remedy the iredoqua=
|
l
|

cies of its own economy. " The foresoing is cvloantlj an analy51s “that can be made
‘only on the basis of a theory of Stalinism that sees it as o ‘phénomendh of tho death
agony of caoxtqlisn, 'a prsduot of degensrate capitalism" vhioh oon exist only inh a -
| cunitalist oconlext. It is inconsistent with a thoory that regards Stolinism as &
} ner soclal svstom oopable of reolaOLng canltallsm thru-out the uorld.

I Stulinist ! Suner-axp101+at1~n

L I N - B - N . e . 4

f © Martin, (in 70.8) makes ox ausertlon rerardinp "the new (St lanlst)
‘suuinl system™ which cannot be ignored, sinee it so grophically illustrates. the level
¢l 0is undorstqndlng of 3talinisme Ho stobes that this hew social system is "oxploite
{ at:vo to a degree unknovn (sice) under ocapitolism",

. There are two possible uses of the world exploitatlon in Lorbln's
2y axte A Horxist usés the sciontilio torm "exrloitdation™ to refer to the ratio
t- i ~on Ghe oaid and unnaid nortions of “the worklrg daJ {and there 'is ho excuse for
ayy sthor use of the term in o YSL rosolution)s ~Somoons unacquainted with lierxism
© nmisnt uso the torm %o refor to the gfeneral misery'of the workerss lhichever mecning
‘ of ‘10 uerm is used, iartin's stctemant 1s oJmpletely wrong.
‘ : In the séientifis sense, ‘exploitation talkos two formss abooluto, thru
oxt . wsion of the working day and reletive, thru roduction in the cost of produotion
nft i he ncoouSItlos of 1ife and intoqsificqtlon of IAbor. o S
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R " How dbes”ﬁhé Stdlinlqt<aconomy roally moasure up to other capitalist
St&t@S‘:’Z “ I3 .t, S | . S . L o N _J;«..'.",- . ’ :, e ]

The' work weeL in Dossio is. bB hours, 8 hours more ﬁhan in the U S.,
but oqual to most Vest Iuropean countriose . ', ¢ .. e e K

' The eost ‘of production of food and oonsumer goods is extremely hlgh
due to & produotiv1ty of 1abor far lower than in, ”astern Onpltallst economies.

* The- 1ntens:ty of labor 1s far 1ess than in westarn countries booouse
of burcaucratid irefficioncy, excassive workes oras, and enormouslv large proportlon

of defective goodse .

- Tnus, it is olear that - oxp101tatlon is -if anything, less 1ntense in
Russxa than 1nlastern Canltol1sm. ’ \:: . Lo _

that about the vulvar" sense of tHa term? CapltaIASm has’ knoﬂn i
mlseraole conditlons not only in the onoch of primitive agcumuletion, but only yestors
day, under Waziismy ‘conditions comphred 4o whlch the situation of mogt husslan o
workers is at 1aast bearable.l‘ S . T L AR

This is how Gates (op.01t. '@270) dgsoribedf@bé5qohdition"of‘the SRR
German, workers "under Nazlisms: R ' S
P v Mppe standard of living. of these masses. is meinteined
Y. 'only at a p01nt “whioh- permits: continued. laaor and raproduction
' ‘of tho race, -Thore is only the limit of . phvsical ‘endurance
" which docides the lengbth of:hours which the. inaustrlal pro=
" letariat laovors-and the condition of this ﬁabor. -

That is a desorlption of the ultimate in misery beyond whloﬁ exp}oitation beccre s -
extermination", e b euvers et nrs e o

L . R -
e Vs
- e -

. But perhans all tha above is really b981de the p01nt- naybo iiartin
didn't nean it literally, but used the phrase for its magical signifloqnoe. ‘There
are oertalnly groundo foér susrecting that, to. *artln, otalinlsm is not a shcial sys«'-
tom to 'be analyzad, bit 8 dlabolical Spirlt %o be exor01sed by . means of the v1lest
insults avallable.';, T L :

The Var Question RS

ilartin's paragra;hs on socialist policy toward Vorld liar III (21, 22,
23) secem, on tho surfuce ner915 to reiterate what we have always: holieved to.ba the .
rev°lublonary socialist position of lepoosition to imperialist ware But a oloser
reading indicates that ho has , under.cover of: trad1t1onal ‘revolutionary l«nmuage,
1ntroduoed Lho germs of reformlsm and soclalqpatrlotlsm.; fo -
g "His paragraph 22 urges the workers "to ostablish their power and
tale oonmand of tie nation". But:the next Jntagoe boging with the words "Onhy a

workers | govornment could replace Amarloa's reaet;onary alms...f,

' ’ The use ofthe ﬁhrose workers governmont" is q11te consoious and
deliborate, sinoe he was writing en alternative formulation %o my paragraph 10 h
which stoted that tho war ocould become democ* tic only if the capltallot state was
overthrovn ond " rcplaced by a workers. state"s . Dol

-
3.
<a L

S The differenoe is this. a roformist workors governmont like £he
Brltish ‘Tobor Gsverhment oan exist on the basis of @ .capitalist stato apparatus - it
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gon do this beoause, sinoe it is a refio¥mist, pro=ocpitalist foree comnitted to de-
pse of imnerialismy the dapitalists can tolorate its rulé., A revolutionary wiorkers

sove rnment ¢on exist ounly by smashing the oapitalist state apparatus and oreating

g workors statoe This is the ABC of liarxism, ond Hartin, who has read "5tate and

pevolution” as ofton as I have should unde¥stand it.

S Therefora, to speck, es liartin does, of a "Vorkers gove rnment"
gerrying out o "orozrossive, demgoratic policy", without at the same time specifying
‘thet such a government can como into existence only thru revolution and the ereation
of a workers state, is to imply that a reformist labor government cen carry out a
#progrossive, demooratio” foroign policy and thot we would support the UeSe in var

if it was hoaded by such a governmente

liortins parograph 2% seems innocuous and somewhat redundante After
stating unalterabls opposition to voth camps (pe 21) what purpose ls served by saying
'that the revolutionists do not aot "por the purpose of ‘aiding Hosocow"? TP e

' The socialipetriotio significarce of this truism comes from the fact
a) that it is declared true of onlv one side (and Hartin spooifically rejected a

proposal thot this formulatlon be expanded to apply to both sides) ard b) that not. -
Waiding loscow" is made some Xkind of oriterion for aotion by the phrase "eonduot -
'their struggles in accordanse with this aim,"

o ' paragraph
P It is clear from the sections of my resolution (10 e,f,g) that this/
{s countorposed to that ilartin is presentipg a formulation whioh will satisfy supporter:
of the position that the viotory of Russig is the "eroatest disaster possible” and
$hat consecuently, at somo time in Vorld Var III sooinlists might oppose action of
yorking class struggle in order to prevent Stalinist viotory without committing either

2]

himself or the YSL to this viewe. .

mquivocation on a question so fundemental as socialist polioy toward
lorld TTer III is rveprehensibles If iiartin believes that a "workers government" can
oarry out o democratic wiar without first corrying thru a sooialist revolution at
home and/or if he bolieves that it might under conditions of &orld Var III, become
justifiable to "refrain from prosecuting" tho olass struggle in order to avold Stal=
inist victory, ho should say so olearlye If he rejeots thoso propositions he should -
do so uniquivocally, and if ho is umiilling to toke 8 position on these.gestions' he
shouldn't be writing resolutions on ware

Buropsan Social Domcoracy

' TP S : Lty

Uarbin's disoussion of the SicialeDemocratic parties is woefully
vonks Tot s word of concrete analysis of ‘thoir cldss bease ‘in the labor bureavcracy
and lavor aristoeracys io montion of their subserviemsce to Us Se imperialism “‘and © -
their support of oolonialism, no referante to theif constaont betrayal of working
class strugzlese Turo, ‘artin mentions in passing that Social Demoorsoy still plays
"tho role of ohief prop Lo capitalisme"  Then hé" goes oh, at much greater length, how
Socinl Demoorecy is also "the vehiclo™ for "bureauoratio-dollootivist fendencies
prosent in capitalism” 34 (note to Comrade Horringtons See -how lisrtin places the
same class sign over tho existing Russian social system and the tendonoy toward stat-
ificabion within oopitalismy) T S , :
x But, if I‘artin hhs no analysis of the Scoial-Demooracies he does have
an rbtitudo toward thome Ho says that "in"generaless all revoliutionary socialists"
should onter "Tho luropeun SicicleDemocratio and Labor parties in which the workers
fare to be found"s o fails to montion that in éertain important ocountries such as

) Y Bs2
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France, Italy, and Spain, the bulk of the wofkers aré outside the Sopial~Demooratio
parties, and will stay outside them. It would be interesting to sée Liartin's ,
applioation of his "genoral' position (which is quite correot where tho SP s do in
faot contain the bulk of the -working class) ﬁo'?hasé‘s@acifio 0asos. T

' .. If Nartin's avoidanoe of cororéte britioism of the’SgoialeDemocracies,
and his blanket perispéctive of enmtry into them, give” rise to e certaln suspioion !
that he has talken the vosition of a "loyal" left tail to the Second International, '
his7gisoussion of iestern luropean Unions I regret to say beers th%s suspioion out
100%, R T IREAE e L

Is this too harsh? Here is whet Martin says: "Thus the slogan of
an Independent Vestern Union is a profoundly ‘progrossive :slogan for Zurope today.
Its achiovoment roquires the existenoce 'of working olass 'governments in ilestern
Burope, for the bourgeoisie will not unify Zurope; its realization points the .-
road to the next stage of the struggle” for the United Sodielist States of Zurope.

.. Thus, not only is the Social-Demooraoy ("workingeclass governments")
presented as oapable of orgenizing 3Zuropean unity, but the SocialeDemooratic Indep=
endent Western Union is a ‘necessary stage of Buropsan'scoialist development which
must "point the road" before-the "next stage" of & socialist Burope becomes even
an object of strugglel (Note to:Comrade Felix:'.If "Indépendent Western Union" is -
a transitional slogan how do you reponocile itto Hartin!s thoory of "stages" | '

This perspective combines utopian illusions about the nossibilities
of the Social=Democracy with ubter pessimism +oward: working-class revolutionary

action. Iy resolution demonstrated "in advance" the total falsity of these ideass

fooal L e

The Colonial Revolution

, Conrade Harrinzton's discussion of the :Colonial Revolution in its
Stalinist and non-Stalinist forms is infinitely 'superdor.to that of:Comrade Hartin,
Harrington at least.attemrts a socio=economio-historiocal analysis of these revolu=
tions and argues for his viewpoint in terms that parmit of fruitful discussione

‘ lartin, on the other hand, is not interested in any theoretioal
. enolysis of the oomplex renlity of the Colonial Revolution; he morely mokes his
usual dogmatioc assortions - assertions which, in this case, comtain an extroadinarily
‘high percentage of utter nonsense s PR AR P o
'~ For instance, he defines the purpose of Stalinist movements in the
oolonial countrics as "to onslave them to tho new imerialismess"s China, for
instance, has, wo sunpose, becomo to lartin a "slave" -of Russian im~erialism.
Yo specks of "The destruction of feudalism end capitalism by the
Chinese Stalinists.." as if tho two vorc the same. ‘He nejleots to mention that,
while the romnants of Chinese foudalism have indeed been destroyed, the Chinese
Stalinists (who, os Stalinists, agroe with Martin that the statifiootion of capitale
ism is equivalont to its dostruction) themselves make:no olaim Go hove "destroyed
aapitalisn" and dofine their economic system as "state-capitalist". Hartin seys
that tho Chinese peasants have boon "freed from feudal relations but converted into
the state serfs of the Stalinist burcaucracy" = which is, on its Froe, utter non-
sense, since if the vneasants are any sort of "serfs" (end serfdom was not one of
tho oharacteristios of Chineso somi-feudnl society) they have obviously not been

.

ﬁfroed from feudal relaotions", i

hat Jlartin means is that the Chinese peasantry has been deprived of
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all socisl power; and placed in @ comnletely de~endent econopic. position; and this
ides is just -as much at variance with the faots of Chinese sociedy as; his notual .
formulation is at vericnoe with ordinary logio. :For virtually all. lend in Chxna
todoy is »rivately ownod and individually formod. ' To break the power .of the pease
antry the Russian Stalinists required a virtual civil war, and China is even more
@ vedsant counbry thian was Russia in 1930e In eddition,. unlike the Russian Stalinists,
' the Chinese Stalinist bureaucraov con$a1ns a. high percentage of cadres of neasant

Oribint , ' ) ' - . ) I . e -' ot €t -

Let us now turn from Jartln’s fantasies and disouss the serious attempt
at analbsls made by Harrington. .
N i

- qarrington starts,off from the oorreot proposition thab the "histora.
ioal task" of tho-’ocolonial revolution 1s "the creation of an -irlependent, caritalist
states" Unfortunately, lie doos ‘not follow this thought: throughy but immedlately
goes on to moke an artifioial distinetion ‘in resneoet to:olass: -nature: botveen Stalinist
and non-,u llnlst Coloninl revolutlonary reglmes.

« L. "The oonfuued character of thls artlfioial dist;notion is :indicated
by hlS sbatonent that "bhe colonial révalution eibher ooccurs in g fashion. strikingly
different from.any nrevious bourgeois ravolzvion, or-else is transformed: into a -
movemdnt toward the ostablishment 'of ‘4’ ovreaucratlo—colLeoblvfst society"., The
Stalinist-led revolvtlon, id, of ocoursd, aldo "strikingly different. from. any previous
bourgeois revolution". ihat the above formulation exnresses is that tho colonial
revolubion con take shsroly oont¥adictory cocial . forms = but:it fails to grasp that
these contradlouorJ soclal Torms must be ‘based . an- sclving dlfferent hzstorioal s
nroblamss * - ERAR I R TSN B - S :

For examplo, the basio historical task of the Tassian$and;rurkish,”
revolutions was tho same: thoy were both canitalist revolutions. But the Riissian
revolution was oarried thra by the working class.and. tha:Purkish revolution by a
Bonapartist state bureaucracys:  The différence was .thet the Russian. revolution:did.
not meraly solve the nroblems.of the: ‘Dourgeois-révolution, ‘but- attem -ted Lo solve
' also.the ~roblems 5f the socialist revolubions 'The différonee in saozal .onaraoter
' both deu“VMLHGd rnd f'lowoed Irom a dlfferonoo 1n hlstorioal tasks.

Sttt i T B W

The historioeal tasks of hne socxalist revolutaon, howeVer, could: not
be accomnlished on the basis of an isoldted, backward-state; tha Russian proletariat
therefore lost nower and was rorlaced by s Bonaportish. state dureaucreoy,: s -bureane
oracy whicii oould pase its rule on th: accomplishmont of those historical tasks suse
oent1ble of solution on: tne natlonal level ‘the- tasks of* the oarxtalist revolution.

Iﬁ vias avidenoe of . hls brilllant hlstorlcal in81ght that i”s snite
of his false thoory of the "Degenerated ¥orkers State”, Trotsky recognized this
essential parrllel in his biogre hy of Stalin,: where he states. that ' of all -revious
social moveman ts, otallnxsn vias most u1m11ar~to "Kemalism T e it S

o RPN ) . e .

: The oroblam of hisburieal tasks P in the oolonial royoluulon, is
fahel to arringtonts dlchotamy betweon Stalinist’ nnd non«dtalinist revolution3° ‘and
the:nhrase "burcatoratic. colloetivism' oonnot nrop. up ‘his. arzument, : - Hafriniton -
reco~n1zes thatiin the non=3talinist countries the state is' the.- teading sector of the
9°°n0ﬂfp" “2ith the bourreo;s;e ooncontratlvw.xtself in light industry. and oommar10a1
capital . o RSN T A S jﬂﬂ “.. e Do e s cens

- S S . . ; . "
o ;e - '. e ! . -

It is the decisive ssotor of tho eoonomy, heavy 1ndustry, nat is..
most strohgly statifiod = and since oa~itolist development requires tremendous 6xe
pansion of hoavy industry at:the- exhénse ii' msoessary, of:everything alse, the
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tho dynamios of the developmont of these ocouhitried tend toward hoavily inoreasing
statifioution,
. Pooasieoa, : . R

Therefore, Harrington can find no basié divorgencies between Stalinist
and nore~Stalinist regimes. His sole abttem:t, the nroposition that under Stalinism
"the stote sector ic absolutely dominent" is feotually incorreot in today's reality
(since the state séctor oannot possibly have anything near an "absolute" dominance
over o predorinantly sgricultural 6conomy so long .a&.the .bgsie pronerty form in
land is individual proprietorship) and, if inkerrréetedias:pointirg ‘a direction of
movement, is, as shown sbove, also true of non=Stalinist-regimess -

Tho divergenoce he must rely on is purely subjeotive.' The Stalinist
bureaucracy "is consciously working for the creation of a buremuoratiomcollectivist
sociaty". R K C . U ol . . %3 . . e

But ideologzies refleot sociomooonomic corditions, and not vice=-versa =
China today is on ally of Russia, and stetifioation has rrocceded further in China
than in most Asion countries, so haturzlly the Chimcse Stelinist ideology is more
developed. levaertheless, the ideology of “he Indian Congress party end of the goverw
ning regimes in 2zypt, Indonesie, Burma, all of which express "socialist" aspirations,
refleots this same reality which also gives rise to the Chinese Stalinists"bureauora=
tic=collectivist" ideology. v

Harringbon's analysis is also disoriented by his failure to think
through his theory of "bureaucoratic=collectivism", He refuses to see any progressive
significance in the destruction of feudal roemnants and the establishment of national
inde enderce because the regime established is "& now impediment to sooialism"i$ Butb
so is eny oanitalist regime, Stalinist or nots And ths fact that the 3talinist
regime, unlike most non-3talinist rezimos, is totalitarian in rofererce to the worke
inz=class does not negate the progressive accomplishrents of the revolution that has
carriod it to powsr; for the working class, as in China, already lived under a totw
elitarian rezime which, far from increasing the numbers of the working closs thru
industrielization, weakensd and demoralized it thru economic stagnation, inflction, ,
and all forms of degeneracy ancd corruptions
% Harrington has failed to define tho historical tasks of "bureauoratioce
collectivism" oither in Curope or in Lisiz. But he attompts to analyze the colonial
revolution in terms of the theory of bureaucratic collectivisme. It was inevitable
that he get tangled upe.

Thus, he says that "to speak of this buroaucraocy's role as 'progressive
in some roswects?! is to isolate it from history". Hothen does exaotly what he is '
objeoting to, "isolate if from history" by counternosin: to the actual historieal
tasks and accomplishironts of the ocolonial revolution his theory of the "bursaucratio
collectivist future”, T

His error here is two folde He fails to undorstend that the subse=
quent historical ovolution can only be based on the aotual historiocal tosks of the
revolution, and he fails to understand the difference between the colonisl revolution=
ary movements and thair Stalinist (or bourseois) leadership.

It is impermissible for a rovolutionary socialist to ignore (as both
Lartin and Marrington do) the feot that the revolutionary movements in China and
Viet ‘am embraced, as notive particinents, the immense majority of the population of
the ocountries, the peasantry - and not because of domagory but because they aotually
oarriad out a program which met the real nseds of the peasantry (the subsequent evole
ution of the regime, mnalyzed in my resolution, is a question entirely roparated for
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; thia purposo, from its initial acoomplishmonts),
dTho §§°i§li§t revolution is the backward countrics oen only be

accomplished on the basis of .an alliance between tho revolutionary. g :

and tho revolutiorary peasantrye . o pjuvlonarg‘ﬂqzk??g olase

_ ’ For the narty of tho working class to dénouhaé.thetaotﬁél.naésant
strugglo as, counter-revolutionary, to consider it, bepause of:.its Stalinist leader=
~ Ship, on a par with foreign imperialism and native reaction, is.to irremediabl
f destroy the political bridges betweon the proletariat and n;aséntry“tdﬁisolatg»thé
:z,wvrking class and to deliver it into the hands of the Stﬁiinisﬁ'haggmeno. o |

1 . . thonly a grogfag which recosnizes and'basééﬂitsélf;unoﬁ the brogrossive
& nature o 8 mass peasant upsurge can offer the working class b oquiring
t loadership of the national revolutione § clase ey hoye of aoquiring |

2 -
2 : ;'-:
b :
e o
3
s
. - s i
-~ i ke =
. "i “
i
i : B -
. .
Lore e [ .
K o .
a. T
: T - - t
: o
i 05
., R R N
- ' '
LI
-
.
i
. '
- '
B :
e
v,
e
.
‘ .
. : =
ratlh
+
° t
< t

o sse




b e oy
BN ; f i X 7
b= Ll -
R L C P
ey

.. . THR STATR CAPITALIST THFORY OF STALINISH

' PR e e s N [ . b ( T - - .A'A 24 ' kg Lol Z“
' = ! + - Mike Harriangton-~-. . - i
[ 13y ;- e 'if A. . S f_'j' LRI . ' , e i XIS : \’ o ' o

thé{present;ti@e;Tééﬁer51 bomradesfﬁitﬂiﬁwghé‘Léague hold the
& -position "thdt Russia 1is 8 state capitelist formation. T 'am taking
: ~..ithis questlof up:in -some detail, not only in an attempt t6 convince

these comredes: that :they are wrong, but also:in dérder to ‘try ‘to init-
iate’ 8 practice-of theoretical discussiong-between. Conventions and
.plenums;f’In‘the:first,pefiodfor“bub'éxiszence,athgprgp;Cél disputes
have beeh’cohduatedhgnly%;n‘the>hélterﬁskelxerﬁwhigh“preceaeS'a vote.
For a more meaningful interﬁdl‘lifeitip'1sﬂe§gep¢;g;'§héf’tha actual
. . development of points of view take place in the day, to' day existence
-.Qf ‘the drgdnizetions.. In.a sense, pre-Convention and fre-plenum per -

L ‘ L ~’ ‘.

,;ffipdsngdﬁlﬁ be '‘devoted.tp summéries, ‘not-~to original exposition,
T ST e b - i R et e b R .. '-,' :“;"".”' -.'. RN .

. SRR S c LA i b P o . Veag 40 PN '
.'iﬁ”;Tﬁe:P011t138f0f3Staté“gapitalismﬁ?T?qu Tﬁg”b;;“*f”:
i T e R '3 D vt "4' -.'.';:-.' <. ..«‘ T T D 'N‘f':é = '1‘ '1' .| "..'- ' “': '«- ' —

o i?ﬂ; AE?theﬁVHryb0utse¢,?£tﬂ;g-é§§€htialrtq;undaﬁspgna*that?a«stéte,
{l{héﬁitéiiétjénalysisxp@uﬁussig_1hjﬁ6*®éy~necesg?%ﬂ;y:1@bllééfah:&rgu—
ment “for ‘supgpert of tha raglme. ‘It ‘dos -have.practical’ political
consequences, l.e. the stafe cHpitalist! theory will aécéunt for Russian
imperlalism on the basis of Lenin's enalysis, while the bureaucratic

"cdll?dtiviététheory;1§X$n?92§rstress on the general internationdl sit-

- uation (for.the latter. polnt geg Comrade §hachtman's article in the NI,
,jfobtbber,'1943)a3$ﬁ$F$hesgqarﬁeﬁiﬁhinftheécpnxext50£;opposition to the

- regime,’ Indeéd, the Italian UST has a state caplitalist position on
. .Russia ang a . Third ngggqogdfqﬁidﬁéf??;*:g;gn T

- AN . -

~

Dol ity e
"""" NN

. . Where the stdfie capttal ist théory does have basic political con-
L .- sequences-is in the .gase Of the under-developed nations, {,e. China.
f - .The reascn for.this:differerce is obviows.. .In gn'indu¥trialized na-
.- ,pion such’'as Russia; state capitalism 1s-sepn é§[aﬁfeﬁter upon -means
- of: production which:demand so¢iBlism, ~In:the:vndar<develdped. caint-

. ries;v1t'is“éeénfas"a“grogggggiﬁé step, the: destriction of fendalism.
In this artfele, -I.will caifine’ nyself mxclusively to6 Russia and will
- -pse ‘the term, Stalinism, .to designate Russla . alone.. Howevery 4t is my
»."f“tQtentjon%thm“yg~fr@mtth13ﬁQn&1ysi§jt0‘a consideration of the under-

.dégelopgq”ﬁatiaﬁsTiﬁYEEﬂuﬁu§§;Q}$§u§sione; “ﬁff~f5n~~'ifl. '

In so-far.as polifics s9; 'thén; the state ‘papitalist theory is
~consistent with Third Campssociallém, - The:4mporteénce of a eritique of
this positiontgonsequently does not follow from & consideration of
Russian Stalinism;-dn, isolation’from btheirest.of . the world; 1t flows,
rather, Trom:-the: uses, ;to which the' general theoyy of state capltal ism
1s put, expecially in thé“cdse‘6??thevcoLQniﬁkfﬁ¢¥plu¥ibﬁ;’VBy making
this analysis of the theory of state capitalism d&s dpplied to Russian
Stalinism, certain points will be made which will bear directly upon
the larger problem, a problem which includes the fiindamental way in
which a soclalist views the world struggle of our times,

IT, Russia, State Capitalism and Marx

In Comrade Shane's eriticisms of my discussion of imperialism and’
bureaucratic collectivism (¥3R, Vol.:2, No. 1, p.,§4),;he,wrote:
AL R P ;'LAL‘-..". T S el - . 557
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ee. the great Marxigts have always maintained that state-capitalism
was not only theoratidally conceivable, but'also was & real tendency

7

of capitalist evolution* “(my emphasis). — In reply to this, I quoted
Lenin to the Rlaventh Party -Congress's. “In the question of state cap-
italism, our press and party in general commit the mistake of falling
Into intellectualism and liberalism, We. apeculate on how to conceive
of state capltalism, and. we. peen into-the old bBooks., What was written
'in them was ‘ebout. the, state ccapitaldism that develops Lhder ‘the rule of

'j&dpipalgsm_;;;lsp wé;are<£brced:tQ;hélp:curselveéfwitﬁdht“thaiéld of
: quotatipns‘°-3' B L BN S PR UL I A TR ",

... mhe point 1s.not.a petty ome. - In discussing the s€bbe’ caps

fiéaiﬁsﬁ“hﬁesﬁipﬁ} the. proponents of #his theory are constantly citing

'};{?palyses,Whicp;;gfgrred,¢Q;thggsxatezc&pitalistjtéhd%ncles;pf Western
o, cepitalism’ in advenced.stages: of 1ts evolution and &pplyfng’ them to

P &

P

... Kerr editlon,) .o s o

.

RRY
R

fanism? O T o kv ot aneael

~on by the diverss capit

‘formations which developed.out of: the degeneration of'a proletarian
‘revolutien or out of. the particular. .problems of the colonial revolutioh
in‘our day, Thus, F. Forrest, one of the mein theoreticians of the
state capitalist thesis, relies;heaylly upon the following guotation
from Marx: "This society (of centralisation-mn) weuld not be reached
Pinﬂany;partiqu;anﬂsq;igﬁyyuntilrthe:entire?soétal*bépital‘wcﬁld,be u-

. nited, either in;ths .hands.of one-single:‘capitalist, ‘or in those ‘of

one single corporation.” . (Capital,-I;: 688; ‘411l quotations from the
T T I ¥ T WL R . e

& . b . ‘."“ " +
ey s oo o Tt .

o007 ®ven  in .the quétationuitself:there‘is‘a réfdﬁatioﬁ;Ofithe use
‘yo“which&FanestﬂputsELp:a;M&rxwisfhene“speakiag’pf'ﬁAllmftfgglcéntral—
isation, 1.e, how.fan corporate merger, trusts, etc. 'can go. Is this
VEEe“same1th1Qg;ag}the}congqiouspdevelopmént?Of”an under-develodped
‘soclety thrdigh bureaucratic concentration of the ‘means 'of production?
Does it make no difference.that in the first case centralisation 1s
accemplished through the evolution -of an 'econoric system &nd that in
‘the secongd casa}bpncgppr”,4onuisw1mposed.thraughwporitical*totalitar—

‘ e et ot s U T S TR S RS

Ol .

R TS S S R VIR BT IR S D PARAIEA LS e
o iA}ngap‘e;amng{of this: confusion 1s foynd 'in’ Comrade Shane's
quotation from Trotsky in. the. Pirst Five Years of the Comintern, .
-Shane quotes TTOtSky:;_HEhe'pwnershiprofufactbries,"rafIWays,;andgso

: ] .

‘ _ et alists.would ba supsrseded by an o¥nership: of
the’ totality ef the' enterprises,.railways and so on by thd: very same
bourgeols firm, called thexstgxewfr;(First”FiveiYéérSﬁf;,‘iT;’245f
quoted in ¥YZR, II, 1, p. 34,) Reference to the source, hovever, in-
dlcates that Shane has.made.a distortion. admost ekactly 1ikeé’that of
‘Forrest., Trotsky.1s here-talking:of-the-old tonéept of state capital-
“fsm which he distinguishes sharply from tEEx“staté?éaﬁité;lsm?;Whidl
Eenin speaks of 'in thefRussiaeoﬁ'theﬁNEP:imﬁisﬁépacifid'poiﬁﬁ of ‘de-

- parturo 1s g statement.of Junraaw&bowhlthe&?cgqsiataﬁt'Sd@ialization of .
the democratio;rcpublio,ﬁ;L,eﬁatheqsooialtzingfténdeﬂdy“in‘capétélism.

_ The condition which“Trdtsky,insistswuponwinﬁordérWﬁhét-this’ténqency
be state capitalism.is that. plitical ‘power ‘Tema ixis “ir the heands o

the bourgeolsie.. Thus, far fron Butiressing his argument With Trofsky's
authority, Snane.has.mlhe\g,typicah'confusﬂon“df’thb"staté‘capifalist
theory - and one which refutes his own point o view,

. . r
. «“ N C % e v o9
R BN o~ o PP R ..o

The same kind of aﬁléf?6?2bégﬁf;afﬁﬁbﬁmradeASh%ﬁé?s,constant
refarence to Engel)sudiypuspion-ofastatezcapatalism’1h”Appi-pth;ng.
Here agoin the Alscussion 8 of capltelist:tendencies, Blsmarkiar
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"sooinlism". The finsl imago whioh Bngels gives is not of ohe bufeaucratioce -
sapitelist class, but of a functionless ocapitolist olass which appropriates tho
profits of a bureauoracy: "The capitalist has no further social funotion than that
of pocksting doividends, tearing off ooupons; and gambling on the stock exchango."
And what does this pioture have %o do with the 3talinist bureaucraocye

In Comrade Shane's case, the reason for confusing the past theory on
state cepitalism with the nresant<realxty is, I think, a dosire to keep a unilinear
schoma 1ntaot to oonvince himself that nothing new has happened, that everything
has devoloped according to a fated marshe gemnsrale of historye As a rosult, it is
almost iueviteble that he will: fail to fully realize the tremendous danger of Stalin=
ism, its viability in the modsrn world. In this, he is not unlike thoése Gorman and
Austrian sooinlists who viewed Nazieimm as 8imply the brightness of a dying embor
ard whose politics lsed them to the, complecenoy which was sulocedee This Faotar
appears, I think, in Shene's. attitude to the. colonial ravolution, vhere he is blind
to the antimsocialist potentlalltles of - Chinese 3talinisme Thus, for Shane Chirese
Stalinisnm is nothlng hore than e "sharply. eontradietary social form" of what is
going on in India’ (pre-conventlon document, CQMMﬂNTS on the Hartin and Harrington
Rﬁsolvtlons...). _ : P :
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III. The vrorkorvpciei-"s’tﬂi‘ﬁié}ﬁ“" o

One of th@ maJQr points made by Comrade Shane, and others who hold the
state capitalist thesis, is that we enooun%er the "froe worker™ i.e., the worksr
alionatod from the meens of’ produotion, under Stalinismy ‘that thd ‘axistence of the
free worker is the mark of capltallsm, and that otalinlsm is thorexoro e kind of
capitalisme 0 e }& i : o Rt

e e B . - ‘_ oo
,‘, ce S Coersos W [

At the very beglnnlng, Qomrada Taylor's regoindér to Shaxo’ nust be taken
into account. Comrads; Taylor. argued that in the:astual historioal development of
osapitalism in thoe Vbst the’ allenatlon of tha: worker 'was the '1ast” step taken, ie0,
that all tho hlstorioql ‘gonditions for:capitalism ex6ept the alienahion of .the worker
wero -rescnt and that Ilarx acoordlngky often. sroaks of capitalisii‘as if it wore simply
characterizad by the samorgsnce of the "froo workere" The point is an apt onoe To
1t, I would add tho fact that Marx resognized the: existanoa of "frea" warkers in
pro-capitelist (ard therofora non-ocapitalist) sooistiése™ T refer speoifioelly to
the oaterory of orisntal despotlsm.. In the brief amourd of disousSIOn which ho de-
voted to this hlstorlcal form,, iarx .characterized it as one ‘in whioch (1) there was
no private property in land (the! state owning all-of it); (2) alienated massos. were
politically bound to ths “ing, as.soldiars ars bound. to thair onmnandero (harx, letter
to dngels, 1853, Thra uorresnondonne of Farx and Sngels, p 6&) ‘ And ungels made some
intorestiry cownonss oh the. tyoe of . state which devsloved in ‘this situatione He
noted only three departments in"this scoiety: "finance’ (plunder ‘at home), war (plunder
at home and ebroad) end publio .works (provision for: raproduotlon)." (Ibid, pe 67)

I would find it mors acourate to refer to Stalinism as an'Oriental ‘despotism than as
state capitalisme

Secondly, we must £o into the. oenoeot of ‘the workar in more datail. . Marx
wrota, : e ", )
o "The spooific eoonomlo form, in whioh unpaid surplus lsbor is.

: pumpad out of, the direot producors; detormines the relations of
rulors ard. ruled, as. it grows immedistoly out of .produotion
itself ard reaots upon ‘it as| @ detarmining oloment...It is always '

the diroot relation of the ownars of the conditions of productlon
to tho dirsct uroduoars, which Taveals Gl tha innermost secret." (my
omphasis; thital, Vbl III, p. 919) s

-y
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Tho quostion.to, b, datormlned obviously, is what marx moant by "the direct relation
of tho owners of ths. condltlons of produotion to the direct produoers‘ca" The cone
toxt is. ihvaluabls in tho ex0081tion. e I T :

o Prlor %J this sta toman&, Larx has been dlsousoxng Variouq diroct rolobione
shipss In.part.cular, he has distinguished. betwson.the soff and tha slaves Siros

" the serf is the "poqsussor of his medns of. producticn, "The proporty rolation must

" at the semd time assert 1tself as a direot relaticn beuween rulers and servanbta, so
) that tho direct prodicer’ is not troey" 100 the politiosl relation must be dircctly
. and immodietely prasont in defining the.. status of. the sorfe: Not so in the case of

‘”"the slaves, Hore the immediate eoonomie relatlonship, Jhet of ownershlp and bcndage,

.. does. not require the state.to 1ntevvene in order to define the status of the slavae
‘_The cooroive power of sosiety backs up slavery.in. generals;.to be_su: ‘wa DUt the eoow
. nomlo oategory naeds ne - furthew, polltlcal division in oxder- to be eomo’etcn,

- ThlS dlstlnotlon oould be annllod to the oontrast between tag viorker unds=
bureauoratlo oollootlvism and. under oanltallsm. Undor-capitalism, the worker faoces
the boss, offoring his labor as a ‘commoditye The simplegt gxpression of this relae
tion is a contracte. Under Stalinism, however, the worksr is primarily faced with
the stato and ths motaphor of ocontract does not_have the remotest relgverces (For
tho aotual plight of the worker undor Stallnism, s66 Stalinist Russia by Tony Cliff,
. "The Donial. of any Legal Ereedom te the. Worker," pe1l Ff, .The dosoription is all

'A'Toﬁhe moxo . ;ntoreéting sinde. Cliff holds a state capltalist theory of Russian Stalinisms.

~ In‘a way analogous to the qualifioatmon of tha possession" .of the. serf by the fact
' that'%ho proporty” rolation must. ob. the same time ‘assort itsolf as a direot rolation
“botwoen rulors and servants," so tnder Stalinism, tho "froedom" of tho worker is
qualified ard must, and does, express a dwreot rolation bethen ruler and servante
1'
L Lot .mo quote Lllfordlnv to sum up this point. Toward +tho end of his lifae

ho uroto (in tho Sogiglist Fourrier, quoted in Hook's Marx and the farxistsy pe 21)
M"Therofars neither tho Russian nor the. totalitarian :system in. ganeral is determined
by tho charactcr of tho oconomye On the oontnary,slt is the eoonony that is doter-
. mired by the policy-of tho ruling power and . subjeoted to the aims .ard purposes of
~ this powdre Tho totalltarlan pover, llves by .the .economy, but not for the economy or
‘even for the olass rullnb the eoonomyess” One must. dxsagree, ‘of ‘eouxwo, with the
roforonoe to tle ru‘lnv'olass ‘in the last-sentenoe, but, in this romark, Hilferding
- does get the ossertlal -point about. btallnlsm.. That .an anaky81s of it as a system
must conosntrsto on ths, polltloal power of the Stalinmst gtate and ruling olass, 1leoe
that we have hors o system of rxoduotlon for usa, the vruo;al quastion being, whose
' us‘a? ' : % : asi. Comminsoe T8 2 :

(RN

_ 1h1s ”°°GSSEEX.°f politloa' 1ntarvontlon, its essential oharaoter in the
"Stallblsﬁ systom, distinguishes that system sharply from -oapitalism of any kinde
As Marx wroto, "Ths authority assumed by the; oapitalisteeeis. essontially differsnt
from the authorlty exoroised upon the basis of oroduction by means of slaves, serfs,
eto....It is not vasted in them in their capacity as politiocsl or theoretiocal rulers,
vfinlthO)way thot it used to be under formexr modes of produotlon."-'(Captlal, Vol, I1I,
p 1027). ) .

: ‘ All of thls ig simply to say that the "irnermost seorot" of Stalinism is
‘not depondant upon cepital, but upon politioal- powier, and that all of the relations
within otallnlsm aro dlrootly modifled by that: powor. and oonsaquently alien to any
form’ Lf canmtnllsc pr odugtlon. R I TR S TSRS S
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Tho main argumont advanced for the state oapitalist thesis by Forrest in
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her ¥ew Intornational artiolos eentors around tho relationship between means of
production and moans: of consumptions In disoussion on the NAC, Comrade Shane has
insisted upon this point to the extont of holding that whero the moans of production
prodemiratos over the means of corsumption, thore is a capitalist socisty.

Horo is how Forrest statos her basio premise: "This law'(of value)
expressos itself in two wayss (1) The production of means of production outdistahoes
the production of means of oconsumption: (2) Tho misery of the worksrs increasss,
along with tho incroass in oapital acoumulation.," (NI Decombsr, 1946, pe 313)

And, "The fundamantal error of those who assumo thet a sinzle oapitalist society is
not governed by the same laws as a sooiety ¢ompoused of individual ocapitalists lies

in a failure to realize that what happens in the marlmwt is uwsrely the oonsequonces

of tho inheront contradicticns inm tho prooess of produstions” (Ibide 31i7) She

also made ths same point in hor discussion of Lumembourg's theory cf asceummulation
(FT, April and ilay, 1946), eegs "Tno inncrmonst ocause of orises, asoording to Farx,
is that labor pover in tho proocess of produotion, 'ard not in the market croates a
value groater than it itsolf ise Tt ocannot be otherwise in a valuomproducing society
whero tho means of = oonsumption, being but a moment in the reproduction of labor
powar,)oannot be biggor than the needs of ocapital for labor powers" (NI, May, 1946,

% - To begin with, it is obvious Porrest is right on one gonoral point: that
‘in Marxist éoonomio thought produetion determines donsumptions If Forrest stopped
horo, she would be simply stating a truismp Buty of .course, she doesn't. Sho goes
on'ta-anp 3ntir01y’differant;ﬁﬁdeSEtionz.'thqt'whereva;,the‘moans of produoction
"outdistance” tho ‘moans of cqrsumptian, thefe you have .capitelism end oapitalist
‘orisise "Outdistanve" in this instance-would ssem to - maan only thet in physioal,
quantitative %torms, tho masns of production, are’ larger thar the moans of oconsumption.
"“And this hypothesis has no particular: foundation in Barxe ' 0 L

This is what MNarx actually. said 'in thd oft=quoted passage from tho third
- volumo of tha Thnories of Surplus Value: ""He'(Sismondi) fools the fundamental oon-
tradiotion: -on the oge_hapd_unfetterod'produativo~pawp:'gnd_inbrease,of wealth
which gﬁ:thabsako«timo,dpn$i§ﬁ'2£_ggmggdities and must ba turned into morey; on the
othor hand es a foundation the Timitation (of donswiption) of ths mass of nroducers
%o tho necossary mians. of subsistences" ' (quoted in Sveezy, Thoory of Capitalist
Devalopmont, p.“175;3myiémph?Sis) e e T e R

- And, im e longthier development of the: same.points "eseds soon as the
available quartity of surplus value has beén metérialized in eommodities, surplus
valus has bson producodseeThs ‘éntiro -mass’ of ‘commoditie’sasemust be solds If this is
not donoiseths: labores has bben nong .thé . lesg exploivod,’ but his exploitation doos
not roslize as much for the' oapitalisteeeThe conditions. of direct exploitation and
‘those of roalization of surplus value. are not identicals They are separoted logicw-
ally as vwoll as by timo and spaces The first are. only limitsd by the productive
powor of society, the last by the.proportional relations of the various lines of
produotion and by the consuming power of so0istye . This last named power iS.eebased
on antagoristic conditiohs df/distributibn.;;":(Capita{ﬁ”Vbl III, pp 286.7)

T S AT S R
Exploitatibnfépﬁfreaiiaatidﬁ;;iﬁ"g‘gépitaliéﬁ;st;éty;fare soparated by
"timo and snacoe" And Whet is it that. sgeparafoes them? ~"The nscdssity, and the
procosd:, of 'solling. tho commodities, ise the 6risis in oonBumption is a resultent of
the contradistions of rroduction, but there is e orisis in consumption of a cortain
kinde Lo how doos this apply to Stalinist Scoidty? .Comrade Shane writes, "Capite
alism is marked by tho.antagonism betwoen production-and consumption; it must

acoumulato oapital et tho expense of the odhsumpbion of tho workerse Stalinism is
L S BT . B O .
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ruthlessly governed by this Taw. This is provon by the Tall of Malenkov, whe sought

to carry out a pclicy;of develdping ‘light industry on'an eqtal basis wibh haavy ine

““dustiry,''a policy which ran counter to the aentire historisal tendsnoy of Stalinish
sooumuiation,” (Draft Rssoluiii-n on the, Intornatlonal Quéciiien, - T¥R, Vol 2, ¥y 2, p8a)

(4

e

it T6, bagis mich: Saste iﬁgatiffﬁqsﬁhs.spaeifiﬁ%liyfqgu 8% artoszonise with
c.othat atsumalation f onyplbsl 6% the sxpoped of the woitmw'es. Teh. es ia wlesw Do
gaolygls of Marx qucted ‘abovyy thif iz orly one eiotaiit of ths sepitalint crisiss
there' iu a-time. and spacs in whilsh cowmoditios must be scld and vemict be sold be~ause

«rof  the antagopism of produssion’and chHniumptiode : “hus. Siwne makes the same kind af
8 migteke as Foemst, ho turrg the Narxist desariollinn 6 avents in a roul world %ato
& bruansated, univarsal, ahistodleal fovmulae Ssuentiye

“seand. to Havy provcksd Lhe fali el Mg lonkov hava any biin G wikh whs Liad of
erfsis whivh Mars Cosoribes wiwn ho didousses this pactistler coneradinsion of caplit-
,elist souiety, i:es,.did Malohkov <all becavse; hw ¥es £aabld bo soll cuaneditiaz, bo
realizo tho exploitatica of the slubo? Or rather  .isn?i it Yruo tust Milerluvs

-+ gensumef orispletion ran wenbraiy Yo u policy politiezily imMpcisd upen “he acomomy

byﬁhhefSﬁaliniousﬁ.myqaﬂbns?mﬁlhmondncb'of a War gconomy,; the raco withr thse Lmorican
eggoncmy in ‘the viorll powsy sirugzlo? :

-t SR
h 1- W .

Forrost hergalf.suggested tho latter answers SKé wrots, "The slogentto
oatoh up and outdistance:ocapitalist lands! was.the réflsction of,the compelling mo%ive
of .presant world ¢oonomy: . -who will rule “over. the world raiket? Therein lios the
sagrot.of tho growth of ‘the means of production at the exponse of the mesns of con-
sumptions’ Thorein lies.tho oause for the living. stendards of the masses growing
worse- dospite tho !stato'a desire! for whot. is called 'the still better improvement
of tho bonditions of the working ‘6lasses! Firee, Forrsst.has answored her own quosii
_ions, -hor two baslo exprossions of ‘thd law of values And hor answer in no way
‘roquires the assumption that the Stalinism whioh-is engagéd in this struggle is ocap-
1talist in any way shape or forme  All of tha above ‘applies to the burcauoratic
oollootivist thoory of Stalinisme ~ ‘-~ . .. ..or.oiw R :

B Y .

Now tho foregoing in no way implies that I find tho éarly . laissez faire
market capitalism as the only form of oapitalisne.:Far from ite But let us then .
diseuss tho problem in terms-of an advanoced form of oapitalism, oo in which the
market is arrarently modified out of existonce: monopolys According to Sweagzy, Hil=
fording folt that monopoly price emmounted ta.a eontradiction of the lew of values _
(ope oite pe 270) This; Sweesry arguos,’is nob trues - "For it is possible to say with
a groat deal of genorality end mssurence thet, as compsaroed to 'tho situation which
Would;exist“umder'qompeﬁitiqn,;eqdilibriﬁm;p:iqo.is~higher'whph,gléments:of monopoly
are -introduceds’ Since this is 8o, wo oan’start from the theory ‘of value (or producte
ion price) as a baso and analyse the' kind,. if not the: extont, of mpdifications which
monopoly .brings with ite". (op olt p 271) | . v Loaoc o TN e

-t

- 7iNow olearly this-is quite rolevant to.tha question 6f Stelinisme  For. if
the law of valuo doss.hold under that sboiéltéy;tem;aitiﬁiik'db"éd in a way quite
similar to its continued. oxistance undor moxopolye (And Forrest has: sssured us, oven
italioized 1%, that in Stalinist Russia , "prices are’ detormined by . the law of valuo™e
NI, Nov-Doo 1946, p 316) At the voi&'éhﬁsbﬁ,,we“m’ght ask'whe%ﬁbiriﬁfﬁiﬂ;fVéaaili- '

brium price is highor than" what (?) in Russia todaye- 7 |
. Othor ohéragtoristios of mondpoly,” acoording to Sweezy,” are that output is -
rostrictod (of ocoursed), tho rato of jntroduotion of tochnologioal innovation is
minimizod, tho profit rate (marginal profit rate) becomes evon more important. (op
oit pe 2777). ' Again, ‘do any .of those dosoriptions of the reality of canitalist monoe
poly = ard thoroforo &f monopoly dominated by tho law of valuo = relnto to the Stale
inist reality, leoe that of buroaucr::is ocollootivist stato monopoly ? For in the

T , 4 561
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letter case, output is not restriotod in ordof to maximize profit, tochnologioal
innovation is not minimized, andy above all, the marginal rato of profit is not a
real oonsiderationes It is meaninglossd Tharofdﬂe, taking tho most complox and non-
market model of capitalism possibls, that of moﬁbpoly, it is olsar that thore is

an essontial differontiation botwoen such a phenomenon ard Stalinisme AlLl tho
faotors which "savo" tho law of value under capitalism are absent.

In his Stalinist Russia, Tony CLiff, ‘an exponont of tho state capitalist
view of Stalinism, is somowhat more candid than Forrest. Hs begins with the assumpt-
ion that the only factor irposing the law of value upon the. Stalinist ecopomy is the
world merket. "Tho Stalinist state is in $hé ‘same position visea~vis the total
labour time of Russian sooiocty as a faotory owner visea=vis the labour of his employ=-
eese In other words, the division of lahour is plannedessesIf Russia had not to
competo with other countries, this ‘division would be absolutely arbitrary. But as
it is, Stalinist deolsions are based on factors outside of control, namcly the world
economy, world competitions From this point of ¥iow, the Russian state is in a
similar position to the owner of a singls capitalist enterprise oompoting with other
entorprises.” (Stalipnist Russis, p 183). . ~'*f ... '

<

e - e

~e=-v+v -~ But theh, CLiff goos on %o féégghiié“that gctual competition on-the world

. markot has playod a regligiblo role inthe Russien states (op oit p 183<l) "Henoo

the oommerical struggle has so far been of less importance than the military."

(p 18ly) Here Cliff oomos out and statos as his only-defonse of the law of value
ir Stalinist Russia what Forrest includes gs a subsidiary factors Bubt does his
attitude stand up? The law of value 'states ‘that the value of every commodity is
detormined by tho ammount of sotially needssary labor required for its production
or reproductions How can "militacy compotition" impuse this law upon an economy?

~ Espscially sinoce, ‘as Cliff himsolf admists, tHe ‘domestic oconomy itsolf need not
. run agcording to the lew of values :Given this thoory.of the law of value in Stal=

inist Russia, it is not surprisipg that Cliff is not at all suro whethor or not
oepitalist orisis exists in that statos. ,(op’ it p 203)

At this point, it might bo Qsefﬁiﬁfb turn for a moment to a olosoly re=
latod point, that of imporialisme -Ir-my previots disoussions of Stelinism ard

wo

“imperialism (YSR, Vol II, I and 2) I now foel that I wos over mechanistio, ig0e that

I took a uniefactor, sipplistic model of imporialism;. "imperialism in tho striot

sonse”, end triod to apply it %0 a'chmplicated real worlde I would now feel that
Comrado Shachtman's fofmulation’(NI;:Qctdber,"l9h3),and Comrado Walksyfs emendment

"tb tho Inbornatioral Kesolution aro quite acdurates Let me quote Shachtmans

""Fo country in the world todsy, whatever its social cheracter,
can stand still ard remain indepsndont, at any rats, not for
longe Thy frésont world tonds more and more to be divided
: into a fow o tho advanced and powerful economio oountries
.. " which onjoy indepsrdence, and!thé othors that stagnate or retro-
' gross oconomically and indvitably fall into economio end politioal
depondsnoy on tho fows, For a countryeseto survive as an

e e " “indopeondont antity in our timé espeoially, requires an expansion
. - - of its ogonomio’{and thorofore its politioal) poworees"
¢« : Sl RO . - . R AP R

In othor Words, ths motive.foree 4f imperialism today is not so much the

~irtornal situation of various courtriss, but- rather ‘the world situation of competing
. soolal .systoms, of aconomio ard poli%ical polerization, etee Such an analysis

placos its omvhesis -on motunl, historioal.raality, the modifioetions which the
intornational configuration imposgs, willy=nilly, pon-the national coopomic systeme
This dn no way impliss scouptanes’ of CLiffYs ‘point that what is imposed upon the
national” structure: is capitdlism; it doos meap that:thoro will necessarily be marked

LA se3
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8imilaritios, -ovon betwion countiies in which different. svoial systems provail, such
as ‘the."outdistaredng": of means of consumption by means of . production, etos
Comrade Shane treats this point in an over-simplified fashion. Thus, he
| 3 mritos (prs=Convantion document,  Cormonts): "Russian expansion is nscessary precissly
g - ..becausp Russia is a relgtively bacéﬁard:"hnderéébpitalizedfﬁgﬁion. :Russia is ime
~7' parialist beoauso :it must compete. with advanoed«industriglupgtiqns,on the torms
1 Laid down by the. world market, i.0e by the productivity of labor in the advancod
- o7:f . nations  (the armaments race 'is the -sharpest form of international -competitions" 1In
‘many ‘86nse8, Shano is hars trylng te heve his ocake and ent it.tooe. In the thoory
= of: oapitalist -imperialism, what place is thore for the statemont that "Russian ex-
"4 -pension 18 nogossary pracisely because Russis is a ralatively backwerd, undsrecap-
italizod nation?: ‘And if this glaring inconsistency is to be -romedied by reforence
750 the world market, how? Shene here recognizes that, the "competition" is, in it=x
"sharpost form," military, ieee he rocognizes the: predeminance of the historiocele
political over the intornal economice But theh"hé”has"ﬁéggéd;ﬁhe question unless
i~ - ho re1ateg,that;historieal—poiitioal»strugglo of soqialasystqms.(whose roots are,
i-+-indeoedm.doiblnug) in some ‘necassary fashion to.aapitaligm, that is, to a scoiety in
whioh;the;law»of-valuerpraVai}s.'xAni-the;Russian armamant eoonomy is probably the
:bo'st 1llustration of tho;absanOzdf.tha‘law;bffv&luemin.that3§goiotyo o

r'l'

e L Lol el e meTe e e e of S
#* -y - To comelude this part-of -the disocussions tha basisﬁ%he;state,papitalist
.~ Qosoription, g la ForrosteShang, is the "outdistanoing" of moans of consumption
© by means of productiorn; this is‘equated, in e mochanistio and quantitative manner,
sto baing equal %p:the.basio¢antagonigmquf;oapitalistfsoqiety;,in-aotuglity, this
~i.prooass-in Russia roflacts developments in tha world power strugglo and in no. wey
roquires . us .to como to.tho conolusion that Russie -is stato .oapitalist; Cliff is far
mora oandid in admittingfthis-lqst.pqint,-butLhe.peverthelg&ﬁ fails to domonstrato
oonvinoingly that "military oompotition" imposes tho law of value upon the Stalinist
..6000nomy; .and finally, to.roturn to tho roalworld, the partiocular applications of
those stato capitalist. thoorios do.not wiork when we examine the eotual power of the
- bursguorscy in Russia, tho "diroct roclation" between ownsrs and produocers, ‘tho

5?innermost socrot” of ths social oonéﬁrdctibn,j CIETugla cnte
£ o% . :Finelly, a werd from a "groat ‘Harxist" whioh'summarizos -almost all of the
~reument in this. ssctione Im-hiq_}gperialiémgand;Hbrkd-Eoonomyi;Buoharin wrote,

Y

s - MBbre the commedity character of.all produoction to disappear (for instance,
through the organization of all world eoonomy as one gigantio .state trust, the
Impossibility of which wa trisd to'prove in our chapter on.yltrasimperialism) we
would have an ontirely now economic forme :This would.bs capitslism no more, for the
pnoduoﬁion-ofkoommoditias vould have disappearsdj-still less would it be sooialism,
for ‘the-povier of ons olass ovor the ‘other would ‘have .remained :(and even grown strong-
er)e Such an.oconomig structure would, most of all, resamble: a slaveowning economy
.Where the slave markot.is absonte" (Londor, Martin Lawrencae, Ltde, pe 157, n 2),

"Tho iﬁposéiﬁiliﬁy of which Buoharin épééké”ié préoiséiy the ilmpossibility
. ~-of .oapitalist contralizetion; tho hypothesis whiah . he skotohes fits perfectly tho
;. prooess of -bureaucratic collaotivist concontraotions e L T
e s PR N Co ot T I AR TR .
Ve . .The Avgrame Rats of Profit. R A P R ST T

.. - - When tho state oaritalist thooriticians. turn to-the problam of tho averagn
»wiratgvof_profit”thoy fird thomselves in a tangle of diffiqultiess, -Not tho least

reeson for this is tho fact in Marx's "sucoessive approximations" of the ocapitalist

reality the thoory of the averago rato of profit comos olosost to the real world !
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aotual capitalist rolationshipse In other words, the state oapitalists are here,
willy=nilly, pulled off the level of high ebstraction and facod with oonorete data.

Ir ‘general, the average rate of profit performs two major funotionss
(a) the alloocation of oap1ta1 for jnvestment; (bé the allooation of shares of
surplus value. (For en extended disouSaion of’the. subjeot, see Karl Marx and the
Closo of his System, by Bohni ‘Beworl,: and BohmdBawerk's Critisism.of Marx by Rudolph
Hilfording, Augustus Kelly, 1€h9)e Thus, it is no% true that TTho averago Fato .of:
profit is onlv the manner in which the surplus value extracted from 'the worksrs is -
divided smong the capitalistsy" - (Forrest, NI, December 1946, 3lli; my emphesise) -
Tho ommission in this formulation is. signifioant w for it is on the guestioh of
investment that the theory of Stalinlst stabe Gapltallsm most disastoroualy flounders.

Let us dlsouss tho ' two functions of the ayerage réte of proflt w1th Dy

regard to Stalinlst soclety. Lo < ‘ T
" Pirst,:the average rate of proflt ‘481 g- mechanlsm of : channeling oapxta\.
investm°nt. In the real world of capitalist. realtlpns, Harx Pooognized,’ prices- T
and valuos dlverge in ths ocase of individudl: produoers.. In Volume IIT, Marx-sketehed ..
the Value-pr1oe relatlonship in terms of the total social ooaltal' The divergenoes .

. . . LTS

ERFEY ., Lredts . . L
. - . . ,. . - )
.

ital, do not’ooour because of the equalizing vole of the average rate of profit. ‘ -
Contral to this function is the rola of chartisling invsstmonts - ¥esecapital withdraws -
from spharss with low rataes of profit and invades. other whlch yield a high rates
By means of this incessant emigration and immigration, in ons' word, by its distrie
bution amensg the various spheres in accord with a riso of tho rate of profit herae, . :
and its fall there, it brings about such a proportion of supply and demand fhat tho. .
average profit in the various . -spheres of nroductlon ‘becoms the samoess” (Capital,
Vole III, p 2_,0) L P
Doss this factor of the ocapitalist real world have ary ex1stanoe in Stal-

“nist Russia? It is beside the point to argus, as Forrest does,'that: tax policy;, -
partiocularly the turneover tex, makes the ooncept of profit radically differsnt in
Russiae The basio question is: how is investment determined? Why, for exsmple, have
I tho heavy industries been doveloped at the exponse of oconsumption? Booause of the
L law of value? Through the mechanism of an average rato of profit? Or is it rot
~ far mo¥é sane to say, "Ivery bit of strengthening and expansion of ‘heavy industryeee

'oorresp0nd1ngly strengthens and expands its (the Stalinist bureauoraoy's) power over
soozoty...' (Shachtman in the NI, NovewDeoember 1952, pe 292) .

E But thore is a possible defense, ons whioch 1nvolves the second point, ie6e
the rcle of the ‘average rato of profit in detormining shdres of the total producte
Trotsky disocussed this pos51b111ty in The Revolution Betrqved. He_w;ote,

'

"A single oapitalistesesrocolves in the form of profiﬁ;,not that
part of surplus value which is direotly oreated by the workers

of his own enterprise, but a share of ths combinad surplus value
oreated throughout the country proportionate to the amount of his
own capitale Under an integrel 'state capitalism' this law of

the equal rate of profit would be realized, not by devious routes =
that is, competition among different capitals = but immediately

and direetly through sbate booke=koopings " (Pioneor 8dition pp 2l5=6;
my emphasise) o '

This quostion here is not the theorotiocal ons of the actual possibility ol
such a bookekaeping organization (Trotsky doubted its viability), but the practiona’
oo of determining whothor or not such a system of state book-keeping oxists in

’ : Ses
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Stalinist Russide If it doos not, if thora {s"no relationship betwoen apprOprlaflon

& surplus value and capltalist ocatogories (ao there is not.in:tho arca of: Anvos tment),
theh the stais oapltnlist thesis of Rusﬁian Stalinism 15, “to say the vdry lesst,"
highly Suspoot. T R

Swoozy makes this:general: point in his Thaorv of Gapatallst Devalogment. A

DiSOussing faSclsm as a form.of .stato bapltalism ka q&oenlon«w ioh 1l do not raise
here), ho Yémarks, "Morsover, within the ruling’ ciigarohy itsolf the, position of the .
ind1v1dua1 -is rouvhly propertional t0 tha magnitude' of qapital which ho reprasonts
eed® (p. ) In Stallniét'Russia oah appropriation of: gurplus..valus bo said to be
relatod to thh ‘oapital. whioh a:bureaudrat ”represonts"? .or. rather is it not- true
that "the"” d1°tr15utlon of the surplus produocts..takes plagde -4 in.aqoordancé with-
hierarchlcal rank, polltloal ‘povier or = ‘combinaticn of the’ two,. asdeoided by - the ’
bureauorasy collogtivaly, or.more exaotly, at its summits"?  (Shaohtments formulation,
NI, NoveDocombor 1952, pe 319) In other words, as I pointad out in-Sactior INI, the
dotermlnlng faotor in tho: share-of surplus: valus which the bursaucrat -aprropriates
is a direct politioal velationship (of his rank and powor to the bureaucracy as a
whole) and not a conssquonce of the magnitudo of capitel.whioh he rapresents”, That
there will bo a relationship between politicel power and managerlal powor:in mapy °
instancos is, b051de the pointe The determlning olemenb is pot,.as 1n oapltallém, o
the magnltude of capltal. _ B S A : o s hf,vg;r Satos Fies

. . »_..- LoeT - W ..L._ ‘.‘u.'!;.
Lo [IPT PP S

Thus, in Stalinist soqiety‘inmestment “and appropriatlon of~surplus Value .

aro asouomplihsed on a non=oapitalist basmise  The ocnoopt of "profit™ . is indoed diff 7
eront from tho” ore which: provails under. oapltallsx so0 different as to deprive ‘the -

Stalinist Soclal svatnm of any: fundamvntal idonhivy w;th capltalism, state 0upita1w L},—f

ism’ e.bo. ° . et .‘." ] . L A 4.‘ . - fiee g ‘ ~ oty .' RN U ‘-‘ N
e e chew R e T
VI Conolusiohs e L A PF AR S A : T T T S
L 2 R B

v RO sl PR o . - ~.“' . -
. ‘e, R AT . ‘ ..
" PR

T wou¥d simmarize my crit101sms of the stavie c: pz,aL“t tbosxs 1n the’
follow:ng fashions ) o : et il

e s, PR . 'T
M .. B

flrst tho oonsfentvothustlon oft Marz vp aentrallﬁifign 15 x- stage in tha ?"

m-’-" g

»devblopm?rt of . cepitalism: w1th tho bA.eu“n‘atso o ruearratton whioh oocurs”
o untloy stalinismy « = 2o LTI e
xseoond an 1habilibv.to. understana Thatr the re av;)‘, ol we:kor and" buraau-f
iorat wndsr, Stalipism has e essohtis! e ftical JJNS'SiuL which renderi it
redically differont, Sromybha Yo latusy e Firis¥ and boss under capitalism, ™
~4+¥and ‘that +h19,d1rhct relation:is, . id Xl ¢ Ilnad it; <het vhich: Yyaveals
3 " M"6he innsrmost secveb" Qf the soclel 03“’w
third, that in discussing the usual Morxiss formula of wp/me, the' sthte
oapitalist theersticiars meke™s méchiy /o [~ -quation b&‘«:,.-qultallsm
whero this is L'e Lasanbial gua‘lls' -
it by ;u,'jnia-wu? 7! of 'motion, ‘hal Siatindsm whero it it o cudtitociva
faot externally iapaesd whlch dOGo not foyeal the: fundanontui.vontr adiction
of tho systom; . man T PUrass . o
finally, that whan ¢ eailng with tha resl- Wera with tha aVﬂrage rate of
profil, the state capl salists oveilook: tho funotion of,, this ‘t006ss in
chornoling 1rx95uma 7. and cannot’ abooqnv fnr hqw Lt detoxwer" *ba elleo~
aticn of shaorss af nu:\lus Value. SREE o 1y7§ '

.
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‘The abown qr~uwvvi bao boon 1n 1ntramural snolalis+ termsa Leﬁ mn annsluds
with a more s;mplu statonent.. Cﬁu roefarring to that roal world in whish,: as ' Choshe
erton pointed out, it is somotimes noceszary to oall to the attanuuon of soholx“"”
sarthquakes and GIOU}"“tu jumping out of skylightse The bureauczqtio-politlcnl
nature of eocouomio dzeislon . in Stalinist Rusula is an.obvious fauty Haro 1w &

nation whioh in no way aot“ likd  a® oarltallst oountrv, produses 1ikeidng, suffors

tho same kind cf orisos, otoe VWhy thon onll it oapitalist? 566
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The problem of Europs may be summed up 3 this way: to overcome the

ravages of the Second YWorld Wer by such an economis and politloal reconstruotion of
the oontinent as will assure prosperity and freedom to the people and overcome the
growing peril of reaotionary dictatorships and involvemsnt' in the Third Vorld War,

. More alearly than anywhere else in the world, Burope is. today bisested in
two direotionss Horizontally, it is divided by the olass struggle in every country.,
But'in most of the Buopean countries, this struggle is heavily overlaid and thereby
grossly twisted and dsformed by the oonflict between Amerioan and Russian imperiala
ism and thelr respective agencies. = Vertically, it is divided gpographically, into
en Bast, comprising those oountries dominated by the naked foroe of. Stalinist totale
itarianism, and a West, oomprising those countries which are economically déperdent
upon and thereby dominated to one degree or enother by Americen imperialisme -

. . Burope cannot solve its problems .under these conditionse They oan Gihly
lead to such an economic reorganization of the continent as will meke the natural
resources and productive equipment of each sector serve the war machine of the
imperialist ocamp to which it is attached; as will transfomm its manpowsr into cannon
fodders a8 will convert its lands into military outposts and battlefields of the,

two belligerents; as will assure such a foreign dominatiol over each that ‘no Buropear
netion cen any longer work out its-own destiny. oot coL T

" ALl this will only hasten immessurably the utter ruin of.the contimembe °
i To find a way out under the present oconditions 1s impossible. The conditipns must* .
. - be changed fundamentally. : : Lo s S T

EEIN AR . -
P i
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"'The ohengs requires the establishment and consolidation of a power:that oan
scunteract and resist domination by either one of the lmpérialist. gianbsy.that.oan -
represent a fores actively oombatting the danger of the Third World Ware No country
of Burope, taken by itself, ocan to such a foroee But the unification of .all the

P L

countries of Burops could oconstitubte suoh.a force. : S 3 i
WESTERL UNION AND THE UNITED STATES OF EUROPQ' T e SR ‘

To speak of the urnification of all the countries of Europe is, however, o
en abstraotion.dt the present timee The vrospeot of such a unification and the - Tl
struggle for it ean be rendered oonorete orly by taking for its immediate basis those
countries whioch not only have common problems end needs but which have in common &
similar objeotive situation, a similar relationship of forces, s similar rhythm of
development of the olass struggle. . S TR

A quarter of a certuny ego, the larxists called for the "United States of
Burope" as a slogan which best met the need of finding a way out of the impssse in
which the spliteup economic unit knowm as Surope found itself, ¥he slogan of the '
"United States of Europe”vas not pur forward then in opposition to the ides of 4 °
Viorld Federation, but beoause the situation in Europe could not bé judged in'the
seme way as the situation in the rest of the world, becausd the sooial.probles pré= *
sented itself differsrtly to the peoples.of Burope than it'did to the people's “of the -
world as a wholee The slogan which best meets the needs for finding a way out of the
impasse in whioh Zuro;s finds itself today, which can become a new point of depart~ -
ure and a new impulsion for s reawakened ad reoriented working olass. and sooialist’ -
movoment, is: AE'Indgpondant wastern Unione - f T N R

o Sy \

The slogan of an Indsperdsnt Wostorn Union is sddressed in the first piese
to such countries as Great Britain, Frarce, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Lu.ew.

S67
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burg, Austria and the Soardinaviay éovntriesy, Thdse. countries make up not only &
more or less compact pgeographiocal unit, but also an economis unit whioh, while not
dorpletely 'selfwsuffioisnty, would*be!suffioiently” powsrful.to assuré 4’ spwatly paoce

in thearadonstruotion’of all theiocountries and a high depred of imdepondense of: .. ©
aotions . But:mostiimportant of:all, this slogan’ié‘ddd?@saéﬁ‘tb‘these ooulitriés boe i
‘oause; -ofiall the!nations:sf Zurbpeytthess alohe have' “yorkingeclass scdbhomio and ol
politiocal movements with sufficient froedom of action to aocomplish the unification

HEEPEP RS
4y, Caa

of thelrroouhtrids .without.weitink until: the politioal situg‘tib:l‘:‘,@ff the other _ .
:  oountries: (not only of’thatworld in-gensralubittbf the rest of Zurope in particular)
i is simidar bo the Atage rdached by thesituation iwthé bountries vf Westerh Buropes:
! Lol e gedees Do e b e e 20 S R ciL ey
: ook, Howevdr,a broaflviovéhent £or.such’a Uhlon would have a big Brrsét upon s

the ' othersoduntries~of: Burops, : abové?all tho ocoumtried ruled by fécisb’ﬁf'staliﬁi$t s
regimeay.where Ao Serious progross 1srpussible without the direet overth¥ow:.oP tota" -
alitarian vulee: 'Tho formation of afi-InderendentWeEtsrn Union along 'dsmooratic and
socialist lines would greatly stimulate popular movements to get rid of totalitar=

ieniswiand would corsbibute’asrallyfng esnter £or all soples ard ‘countrids  of Burope
who sdek: o esodpe.domindtion dnd ihvolverdnt in the war by aithsr Americaii®or - -+
Russian drpertalismess . edu or¥es woders &0 oleminalrer 0 YU i e s

. PN 13 .
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An Independent Western Union,and"ths struggle’ for i€s déhibvement, is cals
oulated to load the Buronasan eduntries out of the blind alley to which they are con-
demned vbyatheir deperdenda’upon the.soa¥onte and therewith*the politioal tutelage of
Amerioan impoerialisme “Nok:-d.singledond bf‘ﬁhe‘Europaanfﬁouﬁﬁ?iés‘dan‘ek18t~indep- N
ently because it ocarnot exist as an independent economio unitas A unified Jestern = © -
Burope, relying primarily upon its harmoniously integrated economio resources, oan
exist and nok'es.an:inddpefiddnturits. Swolr-d Union thersfdre, would make possible
the independends.:-df theéss ‘oourfriss fnom“MarshaLIizatibnfby‘Americdn“{mpefialiém“‘
and ab.bhe. same timd fmould: donstitubs A'povierful assurance against ‘assault and dom= |
ination By Russiap-imperidlismg - *i .- = ¢ R v

L
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LR N

R

=y S
. IR S @YW
LORER IR .t

¥ BR T v
By the same token, ths struggle for sush a Union would help enormously to
restore the oconfiderce of thd pdopla; sid the'working-slass and socialist movemonts
in particular, in their own power, a confidence which the war, the postewar period
end tke ipresent blind-alley &f¥Surove: heve 'gravely underhineds “TRs working olass of
these oourtfies ‘rapreserts prooisely ths kind 6f-sdoial powsy which is*egpable ot ™ *°
uniting We:sterr Riropd tatovan sodnomisvand.political unismi “ It is the “only social * -

powsr eapable of uniting-it’on & demooratioand sooisl ist bagisy as ‘the first gnd ™" -
most “important step in.the.diréotion of achisving a Unlted $tates of Buropse - 747

R,
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The call for a Western Union is not confined to the soolalist movement,
Indeed, it Hat alrdddy been initiated My Bourgeois: and {mperialist Fordes, preminantly

inolu@ing :Amorican Imperialism-itselfe™ o T, o , S ST
R T AT SO/ RN o SV S SN T B TIPS T T R T A TR

» ..The United States ‘seeks to organize Western Burope into s single™bloo 53
thet it may ®bevmore unitedly and‘intégﬁataﬂly"sﬁbjéoted\%o?ﬁhﬁ“impbriafié@}éimﬁ“bf e
Washirgton. and masti-thorotghly: ard’ adrmdistently mobilized on the side 'of ‘Aericed * "
Imperigliam:ifor the::Third ¥orld ¥ar, . Toward this end the Uniited States is veady *° - %
to subordinate the spscinl 'mims: and inte &ty not ‘only of svery European nition, bubt
of ths bourgeoisid of every nation to tho' ¢vwerriding alms and interssts: of Vashipgto
It is not .inconecoivable that:undbrxoe?ﬁainﬁbirdumﬁﬁﬁnods’ﬁhéaUnibedetatééﬁwbdgd'Eéfi
able to imposs such a unification upon Vesbery, Burofeit  Bi¥: prooidaly  beoatise ¥t iy
imposed from above by a reaoctionary pover, beocausse it would be compelled to serve
reastionary.bnds, ' A iesters: Union thué:&oﬁib&%ﬂ-WBﬁid?ﬁa&§vthe"same’kfnﬂ‘dr’retrof_
gressive’ apl-onlamious sonsoqushices’as "thy urdpeaxt’ Union" Imposed from’ above,

568
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and by military foroe., by Hltlerlgm durlnr %he Seoond WOrld War and for the purpose'ﬂ
of promotlng the 1nterests of German 1npor1a115m ‘in the wars

)

England, on the ore hand through Churchill and on-the other through the
spolesmen of the Labor govermment, also:s¢eks to establish a Western Unione But its
aim is to establish a union 6£ Burops under British domination for .the: purpose of ..
restoring the old British hegemony of the dontifient and. w1th the eid of this onm .
hanoed position, %o oome oloser to.a position of eqUality with its-now greatly -
superior imperialist partner, ‘the Unlted States, 1n ﬁhe ~ooming atruggle with Russia

for world dominion. . 'f: g v R v!j’t,q,,

Thus, while the'warking olass is not the only power oapable of bringing .
the countries of Europe into an economic unit, it is*the only power eapabls of doing ~
it in a manner that oontrlbutes deolsevely to. the: reconstruotion, peace and freedom };‘

L<

of the peoples. ’ ‘ R ;, EEREE Y ” . PR TP S5
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The position of the warxists is not and oannot be -simply determined by the, |

position taken by the bourgeoise.. . It must be determined Independently by the objeot=. .
ive situation and the needst of ‘the worklng olasss' ‘It is on this basis that the * ..
Marxists pub forward the slogen.of an Independsnt Western Union. The. slogan repres- L
" ents for them a stage in the struggle for damooraoy ana soolaiiam. s Y L N

(L
i .

Wbstern Union And Tho Demooratio Sﬁbuggle qi,'c¢¢z ‘ "?{ L

Taa 3
An Independent Wbshern Union demands & voluntary decision on the part of

all the countries entering into 1te Tt oxoludes any infringement.upon the* deuvoo;'a'by -
right of a national solf-determination;of any partioipating nation. by any othore’ T . .
begin with, its funotioning requiros no-greater self-limitqtion upon the sOVGrelgquulfg;
of each nation that this: that placed at. the. disposal of. .the Union, are &ll the - 098
nomic resources of all ths participating nations, to ‘b6 organlzad, explolted, ard '~ . .
shered in commons Tha primary prerequisite: for this is’ the, opmplete sbolition of all.
customs barriers now dividing the Western European aountribs, and the establishment
of a ¢ingle ourrency common to all of them, whioh Wlond osn meke possible a harmon=
ious economic reoconstruction of those countries on the basis of eoonomic independence
from Ameriocan imperialisme

This eoconomio indspendance in turn magkes possible oomplete political
independence from American imperialism, at home and in the international political
arenae At the same time, it oonsolldates a foundation which cannot be undermired
by Stalinist demagogy and remotione The question of the speed at which the partio=-
ipating nations will abandon ths nou jealously guarded barriers of national sover-
eignty and tho stages traversed in the achievement of a single federated state,
need not be resolved todaye

An indspendent lestern Union is possible, and can be counterposed to all
imperialist schemes parading under that naome, only on the basis of the boldect and
most thoroughgoing appliocation of demoocratio prinoiples,

This means, first of all, the renunociation by all participants of any
imperialist "rights" to dominats colonies and possessions now under theiw rule, It
moans, at the same time, the most extreme domooratio reforms of the political struo=-
ture of every one of the counirias in quostion,

It means;in the soccond placs; tie full assurance of all demooratisc rights
and unquelified equality espscially to such partieipants as Germany, Italy and
Austria, namely, the withdrawal of all ocoupational troops, the cancellation of sll
forms of viar-tribute and war raparations imposed upon them, the lifting of all fc:ma
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of politioal and eoonomio disability £¢ which thoy are now subjédted; :{-fi;f'

It moans, in the third placo, that. the proper functioning of tho economio
machinery of tho Union shall bo onvurﬁd by unhositatingly romoving all obstaoclos
to it constitubed by privato ownorohln of ¥ndustrial or financial monopolios, and
by urhos1tatingly imp031ng thn most dr stlo oapital lov1ou whorovor ond whonovor
thoy arc roquirode .

L T ;!_‘» )
. . S e p .
Wbatorn Union and Workors Govarnmahts

.
: LR N

Tho slogan for an Ihdopnndort Wbstorn Union’ ‘1niocossarily goos hand in hand
with the slogan, in all thoso oountrlos, of tho most repid pOSslle -0stablishmont
of labor or sjeinlist govornmontse Tho rovolutionary Marxists in Buropo aro oone
demned to sterility outsido tho ranks of tho popular ard demooratio mass movomonts
of tho workerse In virtually all tho count trios of Wostorn Europo, thoso movaments
are yoprosontod by tho SooialnDamocratlc martios.‘ “In thosd:parties, tho Merxists
must bocomo thy most artioculoto, uotive, and oousistont'ohampions of tho slcganss
"Our party must. work and fight o %pko,ovor, tho’ govermmont dndepondontlyd Tho
workoxrs? govormmonts of Europo musgh. unito .into“an ‘Irdoporidont Western Uniont" It is
only under such governmonts th at an Indopondont Wostorn Uhion is renlizablo

In putting forward this positlon 4nd. thosa’ sloggns, the Marxists romain
fully aware of the naturo and %he limitatipns of Soclal-Dchoraoy and roformism in
gonorale To tho question as to. whobhqr or not tho '86¢ial=~"Domooratic and laborito
parties can achiove goruine workors! vovornmonts ‘and &' Wastorn Union that is gohe
uninely indepondont of ianr;alist.damlnatlon, ‘allignces’ or policies, thoy do not
give a dovmatio answer that would. groohudo ‘the” mobilization aof. the workers in a
strugglo to achiovo suoh gOVarnmants and 'such ‘&’ Unxon ‘through the medium of those
parties and instruments Whlch hava-kho Gonfldehc 'of the wofkers thomselvess

Tho rovolutlonary ”arzluts rotqln in full theif oonfldonce that the
workors ocan and will loarn through, thoir ovm fighting gxperioneas, in whioh the
Marxists themsolves will particinate fu’ly and ‘equally-and with. their own program,
all that is roquirod for ths oorliest and ocompleto realization of the.sooialist .
objootives For ths workers to learn from their own fighting experisnce in Eurou: tow= -
day requires the most onorgotio,. sonscious and oonsisten% ‘advocaoy ‘of the insepar-
ably joinod slogans: For a. oOOlDllSt bovofnmqntt Foy an’Indapendsnt'Wéstern Unzon&
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COL.LSLOIDEHCE 2T SUWL-JCRITES PARTY
Ol Iii DL ELDLET WhoTounl URION (1249)

~ January 25, 194¢
To the Political Coriiittee
worlkters sarty

Dear_Comrade$: '

At the last two meetings of the SYL Zuro, the question of Irde-
"pendent Western Uniorn as posed in the resoluntion on it edopted by the
Political Cdérmittee was dls cussed at length. 1Ir the opinicn of the
ma jority cfthe Zuro, the resolution is unclear on a number of basic
points. - For_.our own cla rification and that of the Party as a whole,
and to facxlitate the Turo's course of action, we have formula ted the
que .stlions below, directed to the Polxtvﬂal Comnittee,. 'le urge the
Political uomdittee to renly to these cuestionzs before the convention
and: in- time for the xew Yori membersh 110 nnetin" on the gurestion of
.4-Indepmdezat' estern Triion, ’

1." T t:is’ Heart by "Tar kers ! “overpment" in the resolution?

\
i

2. Is the dri sbor government a "jorkers'! Covermment"?

.3+ -Is 1t tiie opinion of the Political Cormaittee that soclal-
deziocratic sovernrents iike the Tritlish ;QJOB Tovernmrnt could carrJ
out an ;na=ocndcuu Ugstern Tnion? :

4. Touvld the formation of a .estern Union or fedératlion (like
Benelux } ny thie present governments e considered a progressive step
forward“' ‘ o

. Be Is the Politiczal ”ommi*ter for susoort*ng ‘the arming and
military preparations of an Indep ndent “Jestern Union under: (a)
present gzovernments; (b) social d nocratic governnents?

‘ 6.‘ The resolution calls for en Indenendent Vlestern Union which-
will "execlude any infringement upzon the democratic right of natlonal
self-determination of any participating by any other," abolish all
customs barriers, establish z single currency, renounce all "imoe“ialst

rights' to dminate colonies and possessions now under their rule,
remove any obstacles Dlaced in its path by orivate ow mrship of flnan-
cial and indus trial mononolies. Can $his %ind of a Western Unlon be
accomplished by: (a) Wlestern Union of precsent governments; (b) a
VWestern Unior. of sockl demccratic government?

7 + Is it possible that a ‘iestern Union based on cap itallst
property r elations "can make possible a harmonious reconstruction of
these countries on the Yas‘s of econ omic indenendece from American
Imnerﬂal ism"9 ‘ ’

-Comradely,
For the atlonal SYL Buro
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February 1, 194C
National “urean o : o
Socialtst Youth League;w et e

Dear Coﬁyadés'

The re'solutlon: on. "1He blor“n ﬁf en Ipnenenaént he tern Unlon"
was recorriended by the- Political Cominiee e ovyr Paity so that 1t
could con*v*w1te'po solving the crucuultarohlﬁﬂ[i*cinﬁ the Duropegn
ITr xists today, that Mof. findtn 2 gy out of “tHe’ iaﬂasse in: which
Turope fii s’ 'flfibdéy,vu““oh can Decond o hew Dolnt’ of departure
and a nev impuision *or 2 reaaakeried and ;cortented workinb ‘olas &
and soclalist x ve 1e1c et lothe primary »urpdse of the fesolution.
It is not waritsén-for he furpote of uuat’v“ oy restating, iwuch less
of calling into uUCut*OR tie Laalc 3“1T01\1 g of Jlerxisri, =t . firds
no need to do 3¢ THese ndpincislies are talken for granted and are im-
plicit irn every  arsgrash of the resolution, ﬁurtnerao;e, the raeso
lution uin. to Lrifluence: soetlons. ;of  the Juropean labor and soc*aligt
movemwen ts far beyond the raostricted. conilbeu of the' iy revolutionary
liarxist crou)s, If ell tiils  is torne in d¢n¢, no udr {8t should have
gy difficuity in un’°“sfan¢¢nm not oniy the 1ife- of' the resolution
but svern its siriicture, Tta "style," and toe very.way in which its
ideus are formtlatedi. -« ¢ v - T 0 TR e e

VI e e el
N o LR

Question 4: Therc <3 no ground for helleving that the prassent.
governmer ty of - Elrope {} rc;ud;n cthe Oritis: stor Pariy government
with 1%s Dreseit Progran nu )OltC;G": u@ ﬁédd°r33:ﬁ) Golrld Aqually
unite the continant on:dts .ouuern cecslign [ on ;’48”00“ tic -and andlrih
Inpeplallist Gosis thot weuld cause us tu donsidér it Ma progressive
step forward™ or 5 Madl 14 sz some, 1ind of installment on the road
to anIn eaendon% Ud@*ﬂrﬂ Tni Che. Itﬂo'é*'lf,fhp\s lozan of *‘estern, Unior

pbt Wentery Union Is Hus Broard by, ot rgeols atates or »our-
ic

4‘?;t~is’a m\nov‘lon oer‘pupyla., It can’beachieved
: ’&Uﬁ e RS w— and ﬁvJ“}tuqn ‘only in ard =- either

unrq e”_bour@
as an irhepial 23ltery o321 luncer primipdliy) with ‘“rthovt aubor-
dinate econo: >5“<a“ﬂxtu, ac a o*uor's13vc’canw Ln riabel 1varian

doriination, ox'as Awsiimgle Lloc. vu104'is ‘;e econoqiﬂ snd oolitical
vassal o a wore aerful nat Lon., 207 an to 5gll ‘pash: anﬁ'ﬂrespnt

indications tle nc-ieverent of a utu;v'd sfern Tilon under »ourgeois
aus deés ‘on'a denooratic basig ls neoy .a 7nav+ﬂoa¢ Ppolitical poasibil-

T

it"'” To e’gvr
the ilarfists wili
pnroceed. . ng witl
their new p SR ¢
abstract “:Co;;

contnary to.all s
¢ono cdirflcuisy 2

- :

i at:ons; this talteg place,
ing 4 rilstae" -and

tovirisi or 3ocialiazil Wi fhebYo nav s ituation as
deparvurs,  ut thus far the guestion 1s .on the
. , . :

1 polnt of v By, hovever, the guestlon is much
ac ol'emmizsizin, acade:iic discussions gbout the
w6l ¢ Gewmoeratic ngd indepencdent “Jestern Union
under hourgeols 5, bthe politicel sitvation and the political
strugcle in Turooe mnnts of the !orxists a concentration of all
ene rgy ouvoon o ! tle Laixyrialist or utonian character ol the
bourgeoia Hlars 1or Yestern Curope, uvonon instilling in the working
clu:s a cecngclousnese and conliderce Tiat it and it alone can unilte
’v‘an

B urope as itnaili Le untivzd, Our resolution says clearly enouch:
577_.
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Dyom the
rore Inmportant
thecrstical Hos:
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"The working oless of those (Westo¥n Eurspoan) countries reprosents precisely’ tho
kind of sooial power whioh is ocapablo of uniting liestern Iurope into an economio
and political unions It is tho only sooial power capable of uniting it on a
demooratic end sooialist basis, as the first and most important step in the dirsote
ion of achioving a United States of all of Burope." Agdn, the working olass "is
the only powsr oapable of doing it (uniting Burope) in a mannor that oontributes
decisively to the reconstruction, peace and freedom of the paoploss” And once’
mores "An Irdependent Western Union”is possible, and oan.be oouterposed to all
imperialist schomos under that name only on the basis of the boldest and most
thoroughgoing appliocation of demooratio prinoiples." .

= * - -Our rosolution, furthermore, is so drafted as to avoid posing the quest-
ion falsalye It aims to resoue from negativistioc phrasemongering any European
Marxist who would simply answer the bourgeois and socialedemooratio talk about
"Wostern Union" with Tho deolaration: "No, this is an imperialist scheme, nothing
mora; I am for a Socialist TU.Se of Buropse, or Western Burope, or for workors! gove
ermments, for sociallsme It is one thing to put forward a demend or a slogan for
realization today which, in the oplnion of the Marxists, will actually be found to
be realizable only undor Viorkers' govermmonts. It is another thing to refuse to
put:forward suoh slogans and to substitute for them simply tho slogan of a workors!
govermmant,. or of socialisme Our resolution takes tho former approach, which, we
believe, 1& not only reguired by Marxist prinoiples but required by the situation
in Europe today. C ' ‘

.. * If the 1dea of Westorn Union finds any echo omong ths workers, it is no%
becavse it is an imperialist plan but because it seems to offer them the hope of
uniting atomized and multi-walled Burope and warding off ware The Marxist should
taleo up this idoa and champion it intheir own ways "We are for a Wastern Burope
beoause 1t is a first indisvensable step toward prosperity and independence from
the two big warmongers who threaton to bleed us white ‘againe We opposo our govern=
monts on this point because “what they have in mind is a Europe whose economy and
menpower will be at the service of Washingtone That way, we will have neither pros-
perity, demooracy nor psaces To achieve these ands, we are for an Independent
Western Union brought about in the following way and committed to the following
programe If ws have our own governments, we oan acoomplish our aims. Etos, etos"

. Thare is no doubt that, and it is very important that, among the present
oapitalist govermmonts of the world, thero 'is a greatly heightened trend toward
international integration of oms sort or sanothers This trend has so far found ox~
prossion in such things as tha Marshall Plan, the presontly contsmplated North
Atlantic Paot, tho formation of Boneluxe This trend is not merely a-oapitaliste
imperielist plot; it is a roflection of the desperate objective need of Europoan
soolaty for integration, unificstion, federstion; etoe But it is == and it nece
esgarily is == a distorted, orippled refloction of this overwhelming objeotive need,
distorted and orippled precisely by the opaitalisteimperialist nature of the prose
ent goverrmontse As we have said about so many phenomena, there is a "progressive
kernel" in all this; undoubtedly == just as the patriotism of sections of American
W rking olass in the late war-had its progressive kerpel (amti=Nazism), just as
the developmont of nonopoly capitalism has its progressive kernel (the readying of
the economio struoturs for a socialization, given a transfer of political power),
etos Wo do not donouncs or "opposo" the' simple fact that three tiny countries formed
a partial fadoration (Bonslux), ahy more then we oppose the simple fact of large=
scale productions Our fight in both cases 1s directed along a different linee To
this capitalist trond twoard integration, which neocesasarily tekes em antie=democratic
imporialist form, wo counterpose a domooratio, entieimperialist, independent Western
Union; and we point the road elong which it oan be echieved:s namely, only by a
working=class strugglo ageinst the bourgeois sponsors of warious Wostern Union
schomess Bonelux, of courss, invelves only three minor countries; s "Benelux" on

G "‘;‘ri":h R P . ® Tt . -
natu re of brougecis intogration as ii is today, along the linos disoussed in the
S | 573
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a larger scale =~ 1.0+ a ‘lestern Zuropegn sdale =+, would ‘show up starkly’ the rod
nature of bourgeois integration ad’it is today, dlong;ﬁpﬁ lines discussed in the
~resolutione S R A

IR
G T

: Quostion 7s+ From the Marxian point ¢f:yiew, . "harmonious reconstruction"
or construoction of economie lifo'isgimpqséihiéf&n_gehétif;on~thq besis of ocepitalist
" private property, be it.in ons ocountty 9:“;n éeveraléﬂ Hoviaver, a capitalist recone
struction of the economy-of the Western Zuropeah.oountries m:a cdntradiotory, un-
harmonious economio-reoanstruotidpﬁwhxoh,iﬁoﬂea&esmthafmdserygbf the masses or prow
paras the way for it, which lqu34to.wgr}énd‘not?to“pdéae'q»is,éntirely.poasible.
Given certain changes in the roldtianship of “politioal’ forses,. it is npt.even exe
oluded that Wastarn Burope cgﬁ:bé“uniygg,by'bapitafigﬁ”ﬁithgthbéﬁng economically
dependent upon American imperidiisme;; But thers:is notgraund for believirg thet such

a theoretically-possible unlff&étﬂongqgéWEStqnnggnidqﬂdégldﬁgé achiéved democrati-

oallye . ) Ao, ":' SO .
: o : B
. Under oontinuing oepibdlism, espeoially in its .present dooaying stage,
Europe (or Western Zurope) qgn‘beﬁun;péQTPh{yfbyiﬁo;pg imposed from above, that is,
imperialistically, that”;s,uﬁy’suhje‘tiﬁgjéli:bhe;pé%iénS'and peoplas involved to the
rule of g superior powers . Gorian imporialismunited Most of Burove durirg the wars
American imporialism. "seeks %o organisze Westem Burdpé irto e single blos," British
- Amporielism aims "to'ostablish a union of Burope; under: British domination." The
- resolution oltes all “throe ‘oxdfplos,. biit “it oites thom only to emphasize the fund-
amontal difference between Sﬁbﬁ~?un;pp3“‘hnd;§h9“1h§épendent Western Union wo ade
vooatoe Thon, to make absolutdly-sure. that there’ is hot even the remotest reason
- for unolarity, the rosolutid:r édds sgyeral-times.the thought referred to sbove, re=
-garding the rols of the wdrkinéhclagsj‘;” e e
: Question 1, 2, 31 “Tha resplytion, in pointing to workers? governmerts as
the kind of governmomss whith von-shhievo™an independent vester:i Urnion, uses this
term in what ve belisve to lio {Ea.usual™sonse, as ussd in cuc siogans ard nropsgandae
It is verfeotly tre that in'e tuogad ¥ay, and in a 09 baln.context cf explanation,
the term has béon'used as dFhneral desoription for eny goverueni formed by a worke
ing-olass party, :3ut:we have no.:desirs nor is there any need Lo enter into lensthy
abstraol discussions revolving ereurd terminologys As-regularly used in the prcpae
ganda and propaganda slogans’ 6% tho iferxists, the term "Workevs Covernmert' refers
to the olass charavter of & govsrnmont, and not merely to the ocomocsiticn of its
oabinet at any given- timé. “Thus' there have beén on meny oocusions wovsrmon's cabinets
orgenized by working olags (partiqulerly socialedsmooratioc or labor) parties which
funotions merely as. temporary omrstzitsrs for a state power vwhich remained fundemente
. ally bourgoois in.blass ghatabter. “On ths other hand, g "workers' government” is
. not merely synonymous withj:odr e pseudonym for, a revolutionary sooialist government,
: To put 1% brisfly,iinsofar as that is possibles e workers! govornmsnt, in
the Marxist.sense, is a covermment formed by a workide~olasz party (or parties} and
demooratically’ supporksd by ths mass of vorkers, waish oarfies out a program for the
aohisvement of the -most basiuv and importunt inverests ¢f the workers ragavdless of &
the institutions ef nrivats prorarty and caritalist ownorship and unhesitatingly ree
moving all obstatlos 0 tho Tullzilmont of its program. sonstvituted by private ownocw
ghip of industriel or firansinsl movonclisse As is well. known, it is, 8o %o speal;, an
algebraio® expressions, Tc ths linvwscus the aliove ia sufiieient to guavantes thut
such a governmoni will turn cal to o a vevoluticnary socialist gcvornment, or will
haie to take sooialist steps, TP ATE Yeally te cwyy oub its progreme To workars,
however, who are not yeu ready te fight for a revoluticnary sooial iut govaerpmens as
such, or ars not oorvinoced of ths rscessily of fightiag foy it, there mey exist
illusions about the possibility of achisving the grogsam without coming in baesio
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collision with capitalisme In launching tho slogan of a workers government, the
Marxist is saying to such workerss Fight for a zovernment which will do this, this
and this; we will fight for it with youj; we will se ir the eourse of ths struggle
whether you are right or we aro righte It is in this sense that, while possessing
an opinion on tho subjeot, the Marxist does not give such a dogmatio answer to the
workers as would preolude the mobilization of the working olaess in struggle with
them for the achievement of a cortain program.

The same is true with regard to "the question es to vhether or not the
sooialedomooratio and laborite parties oan achieve genuins workers! governments and
a Western Union that is gneuinely indepondent of imperialist domination, alliances
and polioiess” It must be borno in mind (without this any possibility of Marxist
work along these lines is meaningless today in Buropoe) that our proposal fdg the
Europsan Iarxists is that they should be insids these socialedomooratio and labor
parties, as their left winge It would be absurd ard sterilizing (as wall ‘Bs incorre
eot thoorotiocally) for the Merxist.to tall his sodialedemoscratic oomrades that their
common party cannot achlave a workers! government, to exolude thats What is his
§ duty as a Merxist Is to explain that "our party" ocannot achieve this program under
§ . its prosont program, poliocies and leadorship, that theso will have to be radioally
~ohanged, eto, The samo applies to the quostion whether govermmonts formed by "our
party" oould ‘dchisve an indspendent Wostern Unione Wo belisve that the rogolution
| mekos perfectly cloar this besis for not giving a "dogmatis answer" -e and, theore
i otiocally, a wrong answer ~» to these guestions in tho fight for our program inside

‘tho social-democratio masses today. All this is, or should bo, the ABC of Narxism.
t "In putting fcrward this position and these slogens, the Marxists remain fully aware
"of the nature and limitetions of sooialedemocracy end reformism in goneral," says
the resolutions We did not, and do not, belisve ‘it necessary to repoat in this .
resolution on an Independentifestern Union the amalysis of sosial-democracy ad reforme-

1am which is acosptod by our movement end which is in the Intornational Resclution,

to which the Westerr Urion resolution is attached,

~ Tho- answer to quostion two should bo olear from thé abovos Undor its

rosent leadsrship ard policies (partioularly, its blatent-tole as paretekers for
‘British imperialism), ths Labor Party governmant in 3nzland is not.a wWorkers! gowrne
ment-in olass cheracter, in the sensé. described ahoves 1If, contrary to our "Marxist
préjudicos,” the presert leadership ard policies of the British Labor Party load to. .
sooialism, ws will nd doubt unhesitetirgly Yenounce our projudices ard forthwith
hail reformism as the road to workingeelass frsodoms But if, as our "Marxist pree
judices" tell us, this lsadérship doos not oarry it through, if it rosists the' E
presssure of tho Socialist workers, i¥ it compromises its stated goals, if.it repulses
the intervention of the working magses, 4t vwill bo easicr to win the support of the
workers for a mew program, hew methods, .a new leedership, a now ‘(or "renewed") Party,
& new govermmerte .. T o D T

Question 5: Tho angwar to this question should be perfeotly olear fro: the
International Resolttlon to which the rasolution on Western Union is abttes hed, and
in the case of pert (a) of the question, from the enswor above rogarding the hourg<' ~
eols plans for Western Unione Thars can be no qusstion of revolutionary sodialists

voting for or supporting the arms budgzets of the prosent governmarts, which are so_

of soolaludsamooratie governments, as.-we heve krown them wp to_nmow) the, same’ position
retains all the validity since they have aoted as instrumdits of tho bourgoois.state:
or have followed an imgorialist polioy abroade Abstractly, it is certainly possibly
to conoeive.of olreumstances under which tho Marxists would give ‘milibary support. 4o’ [
(say) an indepordent Garman soolaledsmooratio government, pushed hy'a,working;blgséf:”;-

plainly a part of tho proparations for tha third imperialist world ware This eprlies ... V.
no less to the Dritish Labor govermmsnt of today., As for supporbing tho ‘aryis budgets *
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moving rapidly to the left, in the faco of a milltary atteck on tho ocountry by
Western or Stelinist imporialism aiming at once to subdue Germany and its growing
revolutionary mass movoment = but svsh abstract hypothetiocal situations neither
fgos us nor are imminent in any ocountry of Europe today. While oareful to reserve
our psoitionfor extraordinary oircumstances the importent point for those who vould
follow our course on the slogan of en Independent Wastern Union is to emphasize
their opposition to the military budgets of all tho present European zovernments,
inoluding tho British Labor government, as imperielist and designed for impsrialist
purposess For Britein, the oaution meed only bo added that this opposition would
be oconditional == 1s0s, subject to withdrawal, if "our party" and "our govornment"
should puruse, or be hiadad by those who would pursue en sntieimporielist poliecy of
peace consistont with the interests of demoorecy and socialisme

While we glady teke this opportunity to explain and elaborate, for the
comradas of the SYL Bureau, the relationship of the slogan of an Indopondent Western
Union to other points in our program, we wish to point out that all of what has been
sald above is to be found, in even greater detail, in the doouments and resolutions
of the Party whioh are required to deal with them, and particulaerly in the Internat-
jonal Resolution of the Political Committes, and that all the essantial points made
‘above are indeed intho resolution on the slogan of en Irdepsndent Vestern Union
itself, or resdily flow from @hat is thers writtens We would like to emphasize,
however, thet it is not only completely unnecessary to include in the Uestern Union
rosolution itself such elaborations as these on our gensral politiocal program, but
that to overloed this resolution inthis way could orly have an exeaedingly harmful
effaot on the purposes of tha dooumsnt, which i1s ee first and foremost == to present
the slogen of Indopondent Western Union as sharply as vpossible partioularly to
Buropean Marxistse These answers to your questions provide, naturally,at least a
part of the context within which the slogan of an Independent Western Union has to
bs understood by us who put it forwards. We sincerely hopo that it will help the
comrades of the SYL to give the resolution their unqualified supporte

With best Party greetings,

Politioal Committae
Workers Party

-----------—--mqnnp--ﬂﬁnﬂﬂun—-yu-----ﬂﬂn--

Tho following pogoes are oxolusively dovotod to all dofoatod and
withdrawn rosolutions and amondmonts prosonted to tho Convention.

All roforcneo to numborod scetions (for purposos of idontifiocation of
wharoe amcndmont should go) and paragraphs in any of the major resolutions passod,
rofors to prom-Convontion Bullotin drafts and not thoso rovised in'tho last issuoy
unless othsrwise signified. Both NAC drafts on Amerioan and International Resolutions
appearsd in Vole II, Noe 3. ‘
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PROPOSLD “JA RESCLUTTION (memi
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Expl ar: ax,ul_}:_ Llio Lie «vac Serleley
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There ore =c enal reas ozs or pai;’ti;x;'- fo»’"aard a, var rcsoluu.on
at the 1‘15401‘ con.vn J.Ol" O T T :

»

3

: In the f“st nl ce, this is tle fivst conv ,ut;on followin' the
founding convention of tle ¥YLL, und s- *cc tral tifme ‘many new members
end several ncw units have joined the YoL., It 1 +~r>”e¢ow,usef‘u* ior
these new covades Lo corsider tle war cuestion ag vt:::l.g..muﬂcntlon,
sirce i% 'ls tc 1‘* iy 'entc-.l Jreblen Iac_«.n,‘d. our “0\'\,146"3’)‘[, today,

An add LionOl- ”-easoh s teme fronm tL 15t ler-u:‘ ‘of the YHSL - ITC,

where ~tne.folldwhg motion was edonted | 0y 2 1-.440] 1t3 of 1LCs < The
- ZLC, fFindlng disatiataectlion, fron many 20ints of view viu'ﬂ‘tﬁe gonvens-
ﬁion T-:esolution on ‘iir, desirez to J..(‘"Ll-,.uF’ ciacu 58X on ir. the League
E on, b Yar Questl ofa:, %0 odrovide the Masis Tor a -new-regolubion fur the
: next convention, " Thus, the LG has 1n’ -lffecy ecalléd ‘9.; ‘a pew var
 resolution at tils om'ertvon. ' R RO
- and 71 a.le, it is celbvea h*tqe aut'i of 4113 w'odoszed war
: esoluu~on, 1t .seens frv.tinl to - spell o : J.J...;L"e"”lOYF fully the neans
 sihere by socialists consider it nossible um the' ap roaching Taird
| Horld Tiar msybe succesafully opioseds- - o

< SRR NI L S SR S S
S OSE GF SR 9 . v
Therafore, the following resolustich fs submittéd 48° 4" surmary

| staterent reiteratirz the AT C's of"™ '"ﬂsolu J.on*r'* uoc:.‘.ﬂz}.fst Op 08 Eion
 to.he coming imp %3 1&1131: war. '

AN
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TE.u B Al ?:ESOLL“TO’ ’

Proposed for adoption at the 2nd Ia

; tione 1 ,on\rentmrw o; the"VSL
‘be)tember, 1085, SR

I
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l. - The impcrialist siruegle for irgplé pover:, qumnn “{nternational

cap 1ltalism, econonically dominated and militaerily orsanized by the

- United Seates , 21 internabtional “stalinisii: unoe* Pu 1an dGzﬁnation,

1s the overriding :act .nd the. politidal detér i .imnt :m ‘tlie; post
Vior1d U,tr Two world zcehe.- :Ihe .threat &f 7LD co.;.a Wir e:rnbdin,, into
a gerera nuclsar holocaust of unprecedsnted and dmost ircalgulably

d evastating droportions 1s theiroverwnels u.n'*ly or)")rf*sai\'e tHr eat of

our ‘times, Indeed, the only g¥edter catastroshe than the outbrea' of su
such a conflict would be the: ‘eoniseGueNt “vw cor‘V' of any opne contender
by :eans of {prolong ed and e texs;vo u e 01 mmJ.e "'eapohs.

eence
RN

T

2 - In gpproaching. the node"n stap'c of" cawtadsm, the nature ‘of
stalinism, and the e;:*nressiorz ‘ofithein: J.nternal comradxctlons, drives
and antagonhs r1, the Young, Soclalls % I.-can‘ue ‘rests” unbon the analysis
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,ond indicatod oourso of rovolutionary socialist aotion of tho Indopondint Socinlist

‘Loaguo, as conbaintd in its fundamentcl and curront resslution: "The Strugglo for
tho World Today: Capitalism, Stelinism ard tho Third World Lare" This document,
writton in 1949, has boen so profoundly vorifiod in tho six yoars sinco its adoption
that orly minor supplomonts arc roquirod to it-today, dospito tho turbulont histore
ical ovents sinco that timos

ITI « Tho Imporialist Wor Aims

3 = Tho strko for onch of the two main imporieslist: eort-rdors in tho world - tho
Unitod Statos ard Russia =~ is simply world hogomonye There arc no limitod aims
sought, but tho cntiro world is tho prizes Tho ndtional sovoroignty of tho mrize
esontondors, os well as that of all ths lesser countries is ot stokos

Ly = In oddition to torritorial aggrandizomert ard simplo looting = ie8e indomnities
«» the loscer will havo its social system chargod to conform with that of tho victors
Insofar as the Unitod Astabos has ova issuod o somi=official acodunt of its wor
aims viseasvis Russia, thoso wore visiblo in the somieofficial issuo of Colliors
magazine about fivo yoars ago, ontitled "Tho Wer 7o Didn't Want"g Afbor Russia had
boon dofeatod, the vietorious U.T would loaso out its rationalized industrics to
foroign countrios until a row native ocopitalist oldss could be crestede This must
havo boon good nows to th» Rus:ian workers, on whoss bones Russian industry had been
orootods It should guarantos thoir dosiro for a ‘thcrough victory =« against tho
oapitalist war campe . - S

5 « Tho Russiar aims arc no loss ambitious, snd if raalized, Russia would look down
upon a stalinist world of groator and lessor satellito powors rapidly undergoing
Russifioations Tho Russian oxample in eastorn sSuropoe with the "Peoplos Domcoracioes"
is a groator tostimony to this ond than moro wordse Or porhaps thoro would boe a
partial division of the world with China, which would procoed to Sinowizo tho ars:us
undor its controle . oo

6 = Noithor of thoso aims by ths two great powers, their alliss, and thoir satole
lites aro supportable by sooialistss Iiot only are they raasotionary as onds, but
the moans proposed for thsir achiovement = a third world war = would be a profound
stop towards barbarism for the entire worlde =~

IIT « The Dangor of Yucloar Warfaro

68 = The overwholmihg likolihood of the third world war boing waged with nuclear
weapons (in addition "couvontional® weapons; -biologioal ard chemiocal agonts) is a
faotor in its own right for branding such a wer es an abomination %o mankind.

7 = In addition to the immsdianto destruotion by blast and hoat of twonty mogetion
bombs (195L) = i.00 20 million tons of THT = there is also the’danger occasioned by
the millions of tons of pulvsrizod metter that these explosions take up and rolease
as atomic falleouts Noithor the diroction nor ths rangs of such fall-out can be
accuratoly doterminod in advenoe, and Joponese fishing boats 2200 miles away from
tosts in tho Marshall Islards have boan affected (source: Contemporary Issues, Oct=-
Nove 195l, "Esperimont in innihiletion"; Contomporary Issuos pamphlot; Thuoloar
Tests = A Univorsal Throat") . ‘ R

-

8 = Moro prolonged offscts rosult from tha abso¥ption of radioactive isotopss, whioch
are taken into the body and oontinuc thoir lethal ér sigkening effeots for years
after boing roczivede Cancors, genetic malformations, ocateracts and leukemis develop
in the victims and arc often rot visiblo until months or years latore Furthormore,
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moddrn irdustriql odntors and ﬁqst ﬂ”)lculturﬂ“ Arﬁés mry bo rondor:d uninhabltable
“for at lcast a y0ar with todqy's ﬂﬂunaus, and plqnt 1ife mqy be mado poisonous, ato.
[ . -.‘

9 « But ‘bofdro simply recoiling 1n horror at the prospeot of massive nuolear'bomblngs
and rotaliatory meéasuros, and consxdenlnv it impossible that either capitalism or
stalinism would resort ta suoh torrible weapon: in war, it is necessary to undere
stand that NATO has qlready gono atpmia,.aooor ing to tho: British General Montgomoryy
Any war (sio) it will engaga ‘in will be an atomio war, and Russia will certainly

not be loath to follow, iﬂ,Molotov's;blusterinr about RuShian survival in suoh a

war means anything. . .‘»ﬁ- :#5 L5 g R T f J%~~i-

10 « The roasoning bohind’ going atomlo to "Our I’oint of No Return" is simple, syl-
logistio and oompelling from %he, imperialiat ¥iew, s, outlined by U.Se Genoral
(rotirad) Thomas Phillips writing in.The,Reporter, Febai2ly; 1955, in an artiole so
entitleds Atomio weapons give a tremerdous destruotive advantage to the power using
theme The other pover must. disperse men. and-mgterial.ts pievent arnihilating losses.
Such dispersed formations Dﬁﬁdr&tomic woapons to retein any striking power against
convontional military weapons. .This.reorgapization  for<nuslear war is not yet
oompletely irreversable, General Ph;lliprsgys, por will-this be so a3 late as mid=
summer 1956, but the redeplpyment .and. eggipping of NATO foiaes is heading in that
direﬁtion. ‘..<1.- Lo o pde e e Any :-“ji'g.ﬁ'e":‘:f',"‘)’ e T . 7]5.;

i6

11 = Since atomio weanons ara on}y useful auainst oondentrations of men or matoriel
their natural targot is’ qitiaaa Thls.mill mean -Wholésale iiurder of the civilian
popalations by 6vén "near ‘missos"e In atomic meneuvers engoged in by U.S. troops
in durope recently en interasting moral:rreblom involvieg"ends and means" received
a dramatic soliition’ (Reporter, 44id)e. . Three. thousand enemy: troops had taken cover
in a city of fir*y thousand,. and he. _problem, was; whethe'y the fifty thousand should
be atomically" hnnihxlated,’ ﬂhe answar Was yosx Othorwtke the ensmy might resort
to cltles as a refuge. - . o b

II .y e H
5 ;,'}l_‘. <~ ¢ LR i
.

12 = Tos YSL oondemns the wiliingpess of the two imperialisms to use nuolear weapons
as an act of baroarism. ,it urges., apd w111 :partjoipate in-mass popular protssts so
directed, that worhi-wide pressure be.: exert@d ageinst. the-two imperialist protage
onists,’ that thoy 00a8o g}I puoloar tosts for the upknown :dangers they present, and
for the oallousnoss twoard suoh weapons ﬁhat their: oonﬁiuﬁa& tosting brings.v .
L L P R A o

PO

IV = The Soclalist Struggla Agaiq§ﬁ War . :

13 = Any succossPul’strugsie’ against tho threatenod third world war means viotofy
over the two contending imporialisms whoso existence -and.coripetition lead to ware "
The replacsmont’ of thyse two exploiﬁab;va s&ystems. by.the International working olass
organized as 'ths state p::er, and thq ostabllshment of :sooialism, is thereforo the
mininum oondltlon neces'w;y for banlshlng the thr&at of Vi o LT

) covorad that oan cemanﬁ tbis victory for the workers,
however detarrinod, costly or prolonvod.thelr struggles may» be, is a mass revolution-
ary sooialist party or paf%ies whioh .oen take. state.:powsr and institute a socialist
reordering’ o¢'socloﬁyo No matter hom far, back:we axe from the realization of such

a party's formation, 411 of ogr transitlonal domands ard- goals have meaning only
insofar as proludos to S&Ch”a”partjr Ehus our, onll for a:labor party, our recognition
of the reed to work Within'the sbolal-domporatio movements where profitable, our
day-to=day flght in défehse 6§ 01vil libortles, etoe

15 = As young soclalists aﬁ & tlmo whan the international yevolutionary soocialist
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movement ise ét one of its all time ebbs, we look forward toward future mass aotion
and struggle by tho workinz class on both sides of -the iron ourtain as the basio
means whayedy the drive twoard var may be slowed down, or any meanlngful opp081tion
to war may dovalop should it in faot break outs No parlismentary "struggles" can
substitute for such mass olass strugslese. These .working olass struggles wouki
signify that the basic antagonism in each camp bstween exploiter and exploited had
not been eradicated, despite the intensive propaganda end illusions to the contrary
that havo grown up in the prosperity deoade of the permanent war eoenomy. RENEE

16 = It is the urgent task of the soclalist'movement to once more link up with the .
working olass and ald it in its attempts to ocarry the strugzle over into the pol- .
itical field and advance to the polnt where it oan take state power, and therefore
responsibility for the nation, Until that time the working olass will have no -
sy in the domestioc or foreign polioy of their nations exscept to serve as drudges,
voting oattle and oannon fordder when the third world war does break outs .

17 = Although the sooialist movemenﬁ is 1nternational in outlook and racommends o
cooperation in aoction for all countries? working olasses, the YSL realizes that

suoh reoiprocity ocannot be assured in:advance by "guarantees”, but that it flows.
from the unilateral efforts within individual sountries, directed against the Ce
immediate capitalist or stalinist anemy that oppresses the workers = without yielde
ing to the blandishments of agents off the:more distant imperialism = and the. res- . |
ponses they evokee Thus wa were heartensd to greater politiodl struggle by the  : ..
example of the heroic Spanish working class' Gemeral Strike of 1951, the East German .
"June Days and ‘tho Vorkuta uprising inside of Russia in 1953,

18 « Today we know with a greater oertainty thap we hava been able to point out for
a long time, that tho anti-war efforts of ‘socialists and the working olass under -
capitalism can achieve a fraternal response in the stalinist ocountriese With. the .
East German "June Days", the lew Republic - was correct in saying that "History has
turnsd a oorrer Thoso "soolalists" end ex-scoialists who demanded that we base
our third camp war position upon the assumption-of'a permanently quiescent working .
olass in the stalinist dominated oountriss (and therefore embrace the ocapitalist

many, Czeohoslovaﬂa, Vorkuta and rumoredly in Poland and Hungary, .too, though on

a lesser soale. Although it is unfortunate that there are no annusl reourrences . -
of such massive offorts, this is not mecessary to evaluate thoir immense historioal
progressivemess in aiding the masses! realization of the power they ocan call upon
when they combine their snergiss at a single time during 8 new sooial or181s.

19 « Aotually we have hed tho earlier example of the Ukranian Libera*ion Army (UPA)

the German lines in 1943 ageinst both Hitler ard Stalin, and which occuplied whole ,
territories in the northern and wostern Ukraine - with the support of the popula— -
tion = persisted in the.form of an undetground group for several years after the..-
waP, although it suffered extensive losses at the hands of the GPUs Its program
called for an independent Uxrainse = free from both Russian or western domination =
and’for tho oroation of a domooratic socialist economy and séoiety (Sees “"The
Russian Ukrainian Undorground - A Peoplet!s Revolt' Against Stalin", The’ New Inter-
national, April, 1949)s Given the bzaaking out of a third world war,. 6r a deep
orisis of the Russian regime, there is no reason why a second generation of this
underground might not sce action. !MNaturally the U.S. State Department refused te - -
revognize or aid this group through its Muhioch western headquarters, bevause this-
popular movament was noither pro-capitalist nor did it subscribsto the foroible
retontion of tho Ukraire in the Ruswian "prison house of nations" that tho Russian -

. 280

lesser evil, with no mattor how mush oritioism in our oiriteal support) have beem
deolsively ropudiatsd by tho reosnt working olass struggles and upheavals in Ger- .~ = .

in the second world war %o point to beford thise This army, whioh fought behind . -
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emigre groups of Czarists, Korenskyists or fascists (whom the State Devnartment does
recognizae) would maintaeine In addition the UPA would fight egainst any new western
ocoupation authority.

20 « However, the type of workers?! govormment and state that would give recognition
and aid to such movoments would be profoundly differsrt from the 5001a1-denooratio
"labor governmonts" whioh we sormetimes loqaoly.consider "worksrs! governmonts"e The
sooialedemooracy, whioh is based upon the labor aristooracy and sbruggles for a
Welfare Canitalist atate, has a. profourd distrust: for ‘the.odpacities of the worklng
olass, and it has navor yet. bean able to break with the ‘capitalist imperialism of its
own ruling olosse Any soclnllsu" who proposes political support to 0o tho war of a
sooinledomocratio sovernmant (in. Wio Lritish Labor Party or the. Bovonito wi w:nv of 1t)
that has not yot brokan 1ts a.-oahco with UsSe imporialism, and.thet has n not vet )
renourood 1n word and deed ; 1“er1allst ambltions of Jas own, would be boteaving hls
Booialist oonviotionss 1The typo of §00ialist workeis' goverrment (end State) that
would be able to ocarry out a truly demooratic foreign policy would enoountor a muoh
mora determined resistano than that acoorded the socialedemoerstic’. "oarstaker govere
mments", durxng the turbulent events that would soe :1ts -program accepted by tho =

natlon-

21 « It has baen observed blstarloally that at times of great sooial transformation
existing ohannels for promotirg chango tond Yo prove inedequatos Through either time’
lag, prooedural and juridioal provisions that are binding to the essontial framework’
of the sooiety, extra-legal torrorism (ie fasoism), or through military suspension
of ncimal avenuss as a bar to change (iee martial lew), these forms have been by=
passede’ Insteed, now. snontanoous 1nst1tutions and committaes have arrived which by
virtue of more closaly reprosanting the actual wishes of the masses have gaired
greater and greater authorily in the eyes of the. pzople, ultimately displacing dis-
aredited past political forms ard sorving as a.demooratic foundation both locally
and netionally for the reconstruction of socletye It is probably along these lines
thet suoh a changs in the movomant toward world war three, or its 1nterruption and
speedy oonolusion would come aboute

22 = The socialist slow n ernoted et the awnroaohing third w0r1d .war should be:
"Transform the imperialist war irto a cless war's. : :

Ve Anti-War Resistorca Urdor atalinlsm.t S - R

23 = The two furdawentql woakrosses of "the stalinist. empire are national oppression
and social opovrossion, which produce as their twins pationel resistanco end an inter-
nal olass strugsles The problem for soclallsts in those countries is how to organize
these forcos ard direct thaom agairst the- pupnet and imperial stalinist governments so
as to free those countrios and strike a blow at the Russian buresuoracy = without the
thraat of a torrible nuolesr war betwoor fho two. 1mpsriallsms whloh mlvht impose a
new imperlallsn or 11berata r&leaothﬁ ruoble. - i : :

,' '..(‘.. N i ‘ :
2l = Vo are fortunate to hava’ tha Zast, Gecman exnerlenoes and the CzeohOSIOVaklan '
events 'just prior to them in 1957 as =zuidss_ for subsequent struzglose In Bast Gere
mary, for examrle, tho patiorr o7 thsso evonts reads like g sooialist text at the
time of the first world war. On> scction of the working olass (ooastruotion workers)
led off the uprising by coornrmic domands (lowaring of ywork norms); sensing weakness’
and vacillation in the Cornen parnret govoerrment following Stalin's desth end subse=
quent new economio polioy shiits, Thoir example electrified other seotors of the
working olass who woro suveut along the roxt day. in a country-wide Genoral Strike,
which 1rmollatal/ poquired a nolitical complexlono~ Strike oommittses formed the basis
for eglonal and city=-wide substitube ~overnments which remained in office until their
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dispersion by Russian tankse The strongth of the working olass « nover wholely
stamped out urdsr either fasoism or stelinism - encoureged the ontire population to
rise un, ard ths workers spontansously found tribunes in the heat of their own
oreative efforts, who would voioe their demands from countless platformse Whether
they wahtod the release of political prisomsrs, the burning of tho seourity polioce's
seoret files after noting who their informers and egents were, or the politioal
demard that the puppet rezime rosign, disband its polioce and oall froe elections ==
thore was short shrift given to those spsakers who would not repeat their demards
over the hastily installed miorophones. Immediately they would be boced down and
replaced bty a battar voluntear 3pokesman oarried forward by the wor kers.
25 = The shook of this uprising paralyzad the puppet government?!s forces causing
widesoread defeotions and passivity in its rankse The Russian rank and file troops
althouzh "reliable™ at this first olash, had their role as imperielist mercenaries
mede Dlaln to thome Even this first oontaot with the worker "fascists" was enough
to void the years of isolation and military discipline of soattered Russian soldiers,
s0 that at loast 18 of them had to be shot in Megdeburg alone for failing to fire
upon the unarmed orowds of workers and townspeople when ordered to do soe Those
troops can provide a connecting link in a future satellite uprising to oconneot the
workers in the "USSR" with their olass brothers in a common assault upon the stale
inist tyramy (loe as the railway workers carried news of the Vorkuva uprlsing back
to the Leningrad proletariat.) y :
26 = However, the resotionary role of the United States govarnment in the faoce of
this rebellion exposes the hypoorlcy with whioch it oalls for resistance among the
stalinist satellites. Radio in Amorioamn Sector (RIAS) refused to broadoast the
oall for a genoral strike on June 16=17, and consistently underplayed its news cove
efage of those events at the behest of U.Se officials who said that Weshington had
to consider the world situation" rather than the needs of the German peoples The
U.S. avthorities also prohibited demonstrations near their zonal borders by western
Gorman Workers sympathotic to the uprising, and prevonted West Berlin's Socialw
Domocratic mayor, 3rnst Rsuter, from flying back from a mayors! confersnce in Vienna,
oausing evon tho staid Reuter to says: "If you can't or won't fly me back, then the h
hell with vou" and hang up tho phones (See$ "The Explosion", Little Brown and Coe
1955)¢ A more profound view oan be ‘seen in the repd?%EE'BOnversation botween the
intellig=noe servics of the underground national resistance groups in the Torkuta
concontration cemp in Russia and recently deported and imprisoned Germans shipped
thoree (Soe: Vorkuta, by Joseph Scholmer, 1954) Their oonolusion was that such
govornments as the U. TeSe wore oonstltutlonally incapable of dealing with popular re-
“sisbanca by worksrs to the stalinist regimee This is no shook to third camp soce
1allsts. ‘ o o A

27 « The boolal-Dnmooracy exposed its habitual oowardice and subservience to the
oooupation avthorities by refraining from calling massive demonstrations demanding
withdrawel of all troops from Germany and immediate German unifioations Some social-
democratic workors, on the other hand, orossod the Bsrlin zonal boundaries in plaoces
to march together with: tha1r East German oomrades against the Ulbrloht puppet
governmente ,

28 = Tho conolusion is that the Stalinist world is vulnerable to social revolution
from within, and that the workers dospite their great handicaps under stalinism,

have not lost the oaracity to struggle as some panicy "socialists" thoughts Stalie
nism doos not do avlay w1th the olass Suruggle and therefore the spring to enti-war

activitye
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VI « Tho Dcténto

ctv e e
Ve

29 = APtOr a sorios of "inoidonts", ony ono of which might havs: lod to war - (1e,~. L
Borlin bloo’ade, Koroen:Viar, Indochina Var, uhinose movos agalnst ‘the Tachen. Islands,
the two war camzs had réachod e condition vhers ény now olash was prastically, foram:
doomed %o pracipitate ths full scale third world war, Inasmuoh a$ roithor sido;. °
is immediat~ly propared for this allwout war, thors has been a oonscious draving,
back ard at least the beginnings of an atbompt at a bslated imporialist truco, uoh
as might haVO bean oongummated in 19b5 ot the conolusion of the seocond 1mperlallst
wara, - o ; " o . . ) e -
30 = Whother' Russza was movcd bv in%erral resistance (36, agriou‘tural crx:;a\ or
fanr of the resrm#mart of Vouk - Gormany, . it engavad in a fow moves at rclaxaumon
(iee Austrlan peacy troaby, visib to Pzlgrado) which comgelled ths U.S: tic movs -
toward ' co«ex1sten09 in ordar to.satisfy’ world 0p1n10n - espoolal J tne noutrax

natlons wbcm 1t wapus to er to its, s1dc. . o , i3 ,.Q“)fﬂ;

3l « ijhil= recognnzirg this truoo as imperlalistlca‘ly arrived at and g movs whloh B
is desired by impsrialist foreoss for their own purposas, socielishts navertholoess . “ 
weloom> this breathing m311 “rom war alarms as a chanos %o regroup third ocamp . 919-
mernte and fnoroasa. the 1x§*bowerc At the sams tihe we ?boognlze tha% the curront ¥ G
dotentb;orlevdn fobturo thQHUPS'f6£IEﬂ&b hattey Wl £1¥06 thmrd §3° no“uniilhoa. pa%ﬁ%‘
leaaiﬁg“tb the third:dorld b7 ére of’only Vimited duration beonlse” they ara'a tem34‘§"
orary 'stofe’5f  balahes BéEwsor tho naln‘ah%agonléts 2hd 36! not” eFraTeatd ™ thidr baslof
confifotis for d14rinetar the s wridit of“iiafe” Uhlosd thard: Aro=pai ‘sukbidaks’ 6F EHET O
otbsdretragile”and anticimiaricidst, *anti-oolonlaiisﬁ Eﬁruvvios*of 3ush'a character“”
as to woakoh tho irver1al1sto, this time will be lost gnd wxll aid in thi- “d¥erntual e
outbresk of war by boing used to erush internsl opp051tion and advapoo toohnical
preparh+ions for war. In nny svart, soo;allsts must ma&a 1t oloar that they do rot
wish this detonto to be torniratsd by military means or ' a "oreventatzve war".

ek T

32 = Ono means of ut111z1ng the dotonto gvrin“s from the qtomlc oonference at Gerova ffﬂ
following “tha mooting "at tho surmit"s Tho proposal was” advercsd that SOlGhblStS» .
investigats “and ropsrt on t!» kazards of atomio fallwoute Such a move, if it is.. .
actually and honostly carriod out - and lat us hope without now. atomio or thormoe. H,',
nucloar explosions = can act ns on anti=war immotus if oorrootly exploited by sooial~"
ists in thoir propagrndae Ve should insist that progross roports be made and not
depend upon tho ov:ntual stets of mind of tho cold war oo-ba‘llveronts, as to whother
to ciroulata or ropress thase final analysns.

33 - in tho Unitod Stabes and the-rest of the oapltalist world, if thors is ‘eny
sorious effort towards erms curtnrilment or reduotion in the “permendnt .vdr, G0CNOTY, |
the capitalist sconory wil' bo d niad tho extonsive role of the mllitarj sectow of
the ecoromy as a builtein stabilizor in the economy. Tha threat of gluts and a
declining rate of profit plus inersased dwsplqoament of .workérs through aubomation,
and intor=imperialist rivalryr willeontribute to a revival of the class st ruogla.
Addlvlonolly, w1th the immadiate threat of war gons, and with 'a rolaxation: of-the
provaganda £5r war (ia super "sectrity" hunts and anti=civileYibeirtios maasuras)~
thore should be a lossor fosl in the workers! orga rlzaﬁlons.t Phus there will be
bo*h obueb*i%ﬁ ahd guajﬁo*1V3 pl regn181vas for new dlﬁ§s st*ugglas prosent. f

3 - Tn:s 4s’ o““ﬁc ially *alcor in thy Unit od otatee “in. oonn00~ioh ‘with- the 70orm-'.f P
ation.ofig lajor party, sineo Wl must postulato, sau}.midesnraad aotive vorking -
elass: st{ugglas agairst a racaloxtrant oapitaliss OLaSS‘and B Hos*mle bapi allst
gov“rnﬂorf as the foroo driviyg -ihe labor bureausrasy onto the road of & léhor ~ o r .
partys IE fiould bo Yisionry Fo. dmarine tho. Touxhﬂrq¢ ,aaqys and C rvys volu:tarlly “
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assuming such a greab moasure of rGSponalblllty before the eyos of both tho working
olass and tho nation, unless they are forosd to do this to hoad off rank and file.
sentiment for a labor party that might threaton the union positions of theso gonfle=’
mene Thay are fully aware that a labor party is an oponeonded continuum in working
olass politios, and that they will be handicapped in struggling against moro radioal
programs or politiocal elemonts in such a party. The Bevanite experience has not -
been lost upon these bureauoretse

25 = In the Stalinist world we ‘hope that a reduction of the "external danger" e
which has bosn such a profitable spesctrc for the stalinists for such a long time
in serving as a rationale for super-erp101t°tion of tho workers == will act to
stimulate internal oppositions Some increases in oonsumers goods might encourage
"inadmissablo pressures" in the state "trade unions" for higher weges, or even
strikes in support of such aims might come ebouts We look for these workers and
intelleotuals who have boen galvanised into activity by racent anti-stallnlst mass
struggles to be hsartened enough to participato in such working class struggles,
and to dovise the orgarizetional forms appropriate tward organizing a mors general
politioal opposition to the regime on a national levels There should now be a
greator sustairing elan in sooialist opn051tlon to the. revlme, and the coming
togother in conspiratorial assooiation of those rovolutionaries who could meot’ their
counterparts during the reocent heroio days for perhaps the first time in full oon-
fidenoe. L
36 = Howover, thare is also the samu‘taneous danger that too great a limited success
in saoh war oamn mlgh* rooiprooally ancourage the more, wareminded officials to
restoro the "emerzonoy" prior 4o tha det:ntoe Thus, if the UeS. should enter any
fair sizoed devres51on, this would irmodiatoly croate a major orisis in the Vest
Europoab econom ies and havs great radiocalizing politiical cornotationsy, A horrlole
"solution" to this might bo viewsd ‘in movirg the' cavitalist war camp noaror Lo Wars
The same condition is eqval‘y applicable in the stalinist world, despite the diff=
ercnt forms that orises will take therse¢ Such a pessimistic Junoturo, while it
must bo considered,oan by no maans oall to a slackoning of opposition because this
opposition is the only basis upon which an inevitabls War can be warded offe ~ To
renounoce the olass struggles is to eapitulate to the third world war in advances °

-~ s = ow

AN"‘NDM‘”TS TO I’AC DRAFT RESOLUTION
B o*\r TNIBHIATI ONLL tﬁ;on\m

Is Pe 27, pare 22, 1line 7 wm-s Ardoh movod to strike "governmont" end to- 1nsert
"state" (dafeated) . -

IIs Pe 29 pare 33 w==- Llran?éovsd %o strike (33) and to snbstltute tho following A
arss .
i Since the end of the First world'war, the BLP has acted to- sustaln the
oapitalist system~-einitiating changes which, without removing any of ths bdsic cone - -
tradictions of the socliety, havae tended to satisfy ths immediate aspirations of
labor and impede politiocal polarizatione Although in éssence this role of the BLP
is yot to be supcrseded, the nature of its mansuvers has shiftede Tho shift oon-
sists ina drive toward nationalization of certain seotors of British cepitalisme
In this stage in the degsneration of eczpitulism, it has bsen the BLP which hes done
for the capitalist oclass thet which itewso bound by tradition and orientation--could
not do for itselfe While decreasing the expanse of capitalization, the intervention o
of the bourgeois state irnto particulsor ssotors of tho ewonomy asots to give the overall
eoonomy a "face~lifting" and, thus, helps to strengthen temporarily the seotor re-
maining under privatoe oapital, 55‘34;
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. Th2 present leadership of the BlP-=so reoonseiled as it is with tho impsr-
ielist policy of the rulirs olasse=gonnot be expected to promote .n radical resiste
anoe to the status quoes However, since it is orgenizatiorally propressive-=~bassd
upon the lqbor movemente=oonsoiousness is instilled; end en grema esteblished, from
whioh the struggle of the working olass may evolve. It is when the domands of the
workers exoceed the limitabions of the Social Demooratic movement thet a progressive-e
theird oamp-wprogramme can be adopteds The BLP--an arens in which the workers may
be contacted-~deserves our support only in expectation of ‘futire sdoialist agitation
and revolutiorary rogroupments Thus, the task of revolubionists in Britsin is-
decicsivaly possed: they must work within the BLP %o reorzent the vorkers tovard a
5001allst _programme e C L

(defeated)

IIIe Ps 33, pare U9 =--- Norse moved to add the follow1ng after (b9):

o When Russia grarnted a Feace Treaty to Austria on bhe basis of neutralizae
tion and a limitation on her right to rearm, there swept thru Westarn Zurope the
idea that German Unity and a relaxation of the hressure of mllwtary moblllzatlon
was on tbe order of the daye : Lo ST

+% Y The libteration of Burbpe after World War II bv armies followed by the

outbrealr of the Cold War, established a deep and frustraulng feelin 2 of kolplessness
throvghout Buropes This feslinz, coupled with the desire to escape the nutoracker
of 'tha cold war squeezing them, is the basis of reutralisme It has placed a power=""
ful br:ke upon the possibilities of struggle by the workers of jestern Zurope which
only yesterday, it began to overcome. : m{ Tl :‘55 R

Tho first task of West uuropean soclalists tedav is- tbs dlssol\tlon of the‘
feeling of helplessness, and the establishmant of self-confldence “in its ‘own power -
or the part of the working olasse The main road through which such a tranSLOrmatlon“
ozn ocour, is that of mass demonstrations, campaigns, etc dround those propgressive
derards vhich, ir terms of the vresent oon801ousr95s, seom ke to thel possible of being

Erantad. T

Todsy, this consolousness is still llmited to that of pressure upon the
big powers, and only allowis as possible ocampeigns,. progr9351Va demarnds bthet it séems
the biz povers may oon01BVaoly grante .Thusethe campaign. agaxnst rearmanent of the
German working loass at the time of the Lordon Talks'

The Austrian troaty made for a fundamertal breax in the mood of tba ) A
Eurorean massese For ths first tine sinoe the Gold-War: berke out it seemed- thet &~
big powsr (Russia) as for a major. ohange in tla &tatus-quo-that.they séuld sunport. '
At this point, just prior to and during the Summsr Talks, a tromendous opportunity
vas miszed by the ooclal Demooratio Party of: Germanye. A dampaign could have been
conduoted which woul?d have both mede it 1n_1n1tely more diffioult to bury the questa=
ien of Cexven unlty, and reised the level of" oonsclousness of tha worklnv olass.

Gorman unity on any demooratioc bas1s would oonotltute an enormous - progress-
ive staps In a united Garmany, the dominant politisal foros would in ell probability,
be the working class partiese. The Eastern seotion of. Germany has alwiys been the
stronghold of the extreme left and, as was indiocated .in the June days of 1953, this,
dons not appesr to have chanzed urder Stalinist rule. Indeed, through the proletar- :
ienization of other classes the power of the East German worxlng olass has probably
shown a relative incrsase under Stqlinism.v~¢;A ' :

That cuch a unifled Germary wou'd be neutralized' 4e6s wiould p~edee A
to limit arms to those recessary for the ma;ntananoa of irtarnal order, would not
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change the progrossive consequence. For one thing, such an agreemont is something
of an abstraotion; its real worth is that of the social forces involved, and tte
pover of a unified Germany should make 1t olear that limitations upon its sovereignty
are temporarye. We should, therefors, be willing to acocent the neutralization of
Germany as a means to its unitys

In all of this, as a matter of fact, we should see a unified Germany as
8 step ina progressive direstions We should not lay down a shematized version of
sovereignty and demanrd all or nothinge '

In Burope, we oall upon the sooialist movement to demanrd that thair Gove
ernmenbs firmly commit themselves to German unity on the basis of free elections
plus neutralitye In doing this, it will be possible to sxpose the nature of the
ties between these Governmsnts and. the United Statess Thus, the affeot will be an
intensification of the pressure on the United Statess '

In the case of our German comrades, the situation is somewhat different
from that of other Buropean socialistse The VWest German workingolass has already
responded to the rearmament policy with mass opposition. The youth, in particuler,
have waged a militant campaigne We hone that these campaigns will intersify on the
issue of unity, demanding German freedom from the imparialist powsars. Also, we look
to a continuation of the nonecooperation with rearmament whioh the Germans have alreac
carried out. A ' -

The fallure of the Summit talks to solve anything, inthe face of mass
pressure, would have begun the dissolusionment of broad sections in Europe in the
Big Powers, and the possibilities of negotiations. Without this mass rressure, how- -
ever, the result has bsen a strengthening of these illusions and a despening of the
Detentist moods : '
(dofeated)

AIZTDLIEYTS TO NAC DRAFT RIEISOLUTION
ON AlsxICall QU3STION

Ie Pe 2, pare 2 ewe= ol (Pitt).moved to add the following after (2):
"The condition of unsmployment brought about by automation is of} erpor-
manent. nature rather than of a ssasonal or temporary rature, therefore it must be

£

looked on as a threat to the strength of laboro" (defeated)

ITe Fe 8, pare 1, ling 16 w=-= Shane moved to striks "tendencies toward" and after
"it will also", strike "lay the basis" end inserb. "vrovide an arena", (defeated)

‘AﬁzﬁDﬁEﬁT 70 NAC DRAFT RESOLUTION
O YSoLwISL R4LATIONS

Is Vole 2, Nos les, Pe Ll, par. 3 =we= Harris moved to add after words "membership"
the followings : . - .

"The YSL invites yourg membors of the SVP and SP %o join the YSL. It
offers them full orgarizaticnal rights. in the YST, providsd they carry out YSL motive
ity in a discinlined mancer, The YSL aims to breesk these comredss from the ideas

they hold in opposition to the YSL, (defested)

ATDUITS 70 COUSTITUTION - ¢ T

Ce e

I. Vol, 2, To, L., P. 37, irt. Vi Sapt.'l D wmew Morss moved to add to end the
followings - IR R LT T
Mihon a division s oulled in a Unit, both the minority and mejority must

" 586
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deolare in motion a resoluvtion form +the basis on which they want to elsot delegates
to the oonventione

The groups which then sepsratsly eleoct their own delogates are three:
l. Those voting for minority statement
2. Those voting for majority stetement
3+ Those voting for neither statement
(withdravm)

II. Vole 2, lloe li, Pe 37, ArtV, Seot 1D, === Shance moved to strike from "division"
to "terdencies" on first and seoond line, and to inserts
"unenimous agreement of all members oresent to elect delegates by majority

vote "
{withdrawn)
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