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Special Issue of YSB.
YSL National Executive Committee Plenum Documents, Jan. 26-27, 1957

This YSR is a special issue devoted to the documents presented and the resolu~
tions passed at the January 26-27 session of the National Executive Committee
of the Young Socialist Leaguee

Three resolutions were adopted by this Plenum: (1) Resolution on Socialist
Realignment and Socialist Unity. (2) Resolution on Developments in the
Communist Party. (3) Resolution on Civil Rights. The first section of
YSR contains these three resolutions in their FINAL, AMMENDED form.

aside from the final ammended resolutions there were also several ammendments
of fered which were defeated by the delegates to the gession. The two ammendw
ments offered to the resolution on unity, one by Comrades George and Bogdan
of New York and the other by Comrade biarty from Philadelphia, are presented
at the beginning of Section I of this YSR. Also included in Section II

are several ammendments offered to the resolution on "Developments in the
Communist Party." One defeated ammendment was offered by Comrades George
and Bogdan, and the other by Comrades Shane and Tim. Both these latter were
ammendments to Section 14 of the resolution on the Communist Party and deal
with "united fronts."

Section Three includes a geries of resolution and motions offered by Comrade
Shane and Comrades Shane and Tim as substitutes for various whole resolutions.
These include three resolutions generally relating to the question of the
Socialist Party and socialist unity. These were considered by the Plemum as
subetitutes for the Resolution on #Socialist Realignment and Socialist Unity"
and were defeated. Also included is a substitute resolution presented by
Comrade Shane on the Stalinist movement in the United States.

The regular bi-monthly YSE will be appearing shortly — publication date is
sarch lst, copy deadline is February 23rd. The issue after that will be
published on hiay lst, copy deadline mid-april, KEEP THOSE DATES IN MINDI
Unit organizers should also remember to send in unit reports for the YSR.
And remember, YSR is now published in Chicago - send material to 1343 E. 50th
Street, Chicago 15. And VHENEVER POSSIELE PLEASE SEND STENCILLED COPY?!
Thankse !

Debbie Meier, editor
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Y.S.L. RESOLUTIONS



Young Socialist League Resolution
on
Socialist Realignment and Socialist Unity
(as ammended and passed by YSL NEC Plenum of Jan. 26-27, 1957)

1. There exists no real socialist movement in the United States today,
but rather a number of different groups, each tiny and isolated from the
working class and from political life in general. All are, in other
words, sects, The Young Socialist League has never glossed over this
unpleasant truth and has looked forward to the time when it could diminish
or eliminate its own sect character as well as contribute to the elimina~
tion of the general sect-like nature of all the socialist organizstions
in the country, On a modest scale the formation of the YSL itself was a
step in this direction.

2. In recent months many socialists have been giving attention to this
question--under the heading of unity, realigmment, regroupment, etc, The
YSL takes this opportunity to make clear its own perspectives and views
on this subject.

3+ e have never felt that our organisation constituted the future organ-
ization of American socialism or that the success of socialism would come
through the process of ascretion to our ranks, None of the socialist
sects in existence can "lead" the workingclass or act as the "vanguard
party for a workingclass struggle for power. Inatead, we have oriented
towards the creation of a labor party as the next important progressive
step in the development of the aAmerican workers. Such a development will
precede the development of a soclalist workingclass. TWhile such a labor
party will at the outset be a conservative non-socialist party, in all
likelihood, it will nevertheless mark a revolutionary advance for the
workers and in American political life, and will merit the support of all
soclalists, as a step towards the creation of a working-class socialist
movement. It is impossible to predict the exact road which the working-
class vill traverse from the establishment of a labor party to the creation
of a mass socialist movement. Nevertheless it is clear that the creation
of such a movement will arise out of and through a labor party.

4. Our tasks in connection with a labor party will be to support it, to
participate in it fully as a loyal left-wing, and together with other
socialists, to constitute a socialist wing in it which would aim at winning
the party as a whole to a socialist program and a soclalist leadership,
While maintaining our program and forces and endeavoring to win the most
advanced workers to them, we will simultaneously work at building a broad,
inclusive socialist tendency which will aim at winning the labor party to
socialism in a broad, general sense., Ve will try to unite with various
socialist elements in the labor party for this aim, rather than operate ag a
"closed sect" aimed only at vinning the most advanced workers to our full
views. Thus we have always in a sense thought in terms of a realignment of
socialists, but have conceived of its taikking place inside a labor party and
after its formation.

Hs Our labor party orientation and our conception of the role of revolution-
ary socialists in the labor party after it is brought into being remain our
general perspective for the next developments for socialism in the Uni ted
States. They retain full validity, Meanwhile, however, the labor party is
slow in coming, Indeed, one reason for this lies in the absence of a
soclalist movement to stimulate its appearance on the imerican scene. The



glow tempo of develépment of many other progressive transformations are in
part alsoattributable to this lacke At the sam¢ time; however, there have
recently come into being new possibilities for the creation of a droad
sodialist movement, and new opportunities for such a movement to play

an importest role in events leading toward the more long rangs aims of
creating a labor party and subsequently a mass wbrking class party of
socialieme A broad socialist movement created today will nbt have a

mase character, as measured against the scale of the American working slasg
and its union movement, but will be a mass movemnt as compared to the
presently-existing socialist sect organizationes,

6+ The growing unity and strength of the labor movement as marked by the
merger of the AFL and CIO, the militant struggle of the Negroes against Jim
Crow which has recently emerged, the relaxation of political repression and
the witch~hunt in the last few years, the disintegration of the Communi st move
ment both internationally and in this country: these events form the
political background for the new possibilities which exist for -
socialist realigmnment and the creation of a broad socialist movement.
Tpose possibiliti es have become concretized in the wide interest in uni ty
among socialist groups, in the fact that the last convention of the
Social ist Pamby witnessed a proposal for unity between the SP and the
Independent Socialist League, in the large number of forums, digcussions
and conferences on socialist realigmment which have been held and are
contemplated, in the interest which the Gates tendency in the Communist
Party displays in a "new, united, mass party of socialism,” etc.. Socialist
realignment and socialist unity are "in the air" in all circles.

7. Corresponding to the new poesibilities for socialist unity there are

new opportunities for a droad united socialit movement to prlay a significant
role in political life. Ip the first place, there exists the influence vhich
such a socialist movement could exercize in the labor movement, influence
for the creation of a labor party and for other progressive developments.

The recent creation of a united union movemnt comprising some 18 million
members removes one of the last objective difficulties to the organization
of an independent party of the working-class and to a general lsber
resurgence. hile labor unity has not yet resulted in the realization of

any of the significant potentialities created dy it, the increasing
impossibility of labor having its needs in any way satisfied by the Demo~
cratic Party portends the future break between it and this capitalist party.
A socialist movement which had its face turned towards these developmens could
pPlay a significant role in hastening these developments and in influencéng
at an early date the pregram of a labor party, & role which ig presently
denied to all of the socialist sects.

8+ In the last year or go there has cmerged a new militant movemert of
strugsgle for equality and democracy on the partvof the Negro people, best
symbolized by Montgomerye Unlibix all such past struggles by Negrees, this
one is not only not under the leadership of socialists or Communists, dut
19 entirely uninfluenced by thems Wore there a significant socialist
movement in this country today, it could play an important role in
participating in and aiding this struggle, helping to advance the aspirations
of the Negroes and at the same time helping to further radicalize the Negro ~
people and bringing the ideas ofsocialism to large numbers of Negroese
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9. JYor many years the Communist Party had a large hold, atnosé a mbnopoly,
on radical sentiment in the United States. It was generally regarded as
the radical center in the country by public opinion, and tens of thousands
of people who became radicalized and imbued with idealistic sentiments for
radical change gravitated fowards it. Wwhile the increasing conservative
atmosphere in the country in recent years reduced the number of people
becoming radical, and while the ever-clearer gemeral recognition of the
true nature of Stalinism repelled many of those who became radicals, the
Communist Party still continued to attract the majority of those develop-
ing radical views. The recent earth-shaking developments in the Stalinist
world and in the international Communist movemed have once and for all
eliminated the CP from being able to play this role, from remaining the
"radical center. A new broad socialist movement could establish itself
as the center of radicalism and socialism in the United States, as the foree
towards which all in vhom radical and sodalist views awakened would gravi-
tate, whereas none of the existing sects can do soe It could also win
to itself elements currently in and around the OP who genuinely break
with Staliniem and move towards democratic socilism, again something which
the existing sects sannot do on any large scale,

10« In addition, the mere fact of realignment and unity would in and of
itself create an eddy to which many socialists who today belong to no
organization and many ex-socialists wbuld be attracted. All mergers and
unifications have this effect, as the formation of the YSL out of the merger
of the Young Peoples Socialist League and the Socialist Youth Leagus showed,
There exlist in this country tems and tens of thousands of people who were
once members of the Socialls ¢ Party, the Communist Party or of various
socialist groups which have existed during the last forty years. Many,
perhaps a majority, have abandoned their radical or socialist views, have
given up the socialist idealism which once brought them to these movements,
and have made peace with capitalist society. But many continue to regard
themselves as radicals, or socialists, or socialist~minded pecple in onse
way or another. Included in this category are thousands of trade-unionists,
It is of course impossible to predict how many of these people would Jjoin

a new socialist movement today, but shat some amd perhaps many would, is ex-
tremely likely.

1le Our interest in sociglist unity is based precisely on these considera-
tions, and mainly on the view that it would produce a movement vhich in
numerical strength and influence would far transcend the arithmetic
addition of those sects participating in the merger., If unity between
ourselves and the Socialist Party, for example, were only to produce an
organization composed of the members of the YSL and SP, then its value wo1ld
be negligible, and perhaps it would contain more negative features than
positive ones. But because a unity would mean much more than that it
becomes a desirable goals

12. 3ecausse of its name, tradition, history and general character, the
Sociallist Party can play a key role in the creation of a new socialist movement,
The SP today is a sect like the other socialid groups from the standpoint of -
size and influonce. Nevertheless, it is regarded by the public at large, by

the labor movement, and by thousands of socialist-minded Americans, as the
fparty of socialism!" in the Upited States. It is the party of Eugene V,
Debs in the eyes of those elements who are mest likely to comprise a new
socialist movement,

3



13. 4lso in its general character the SP remains today best guited of all
the sects to be a center for realignment since it is the broadest of

the groups in its structure, its composition and its political programe

Both in tradition and fact i$ has been the most diverse of the Aperican
sects, and thus the one more readily associated with the idea of "socialism
in general" rather than the "specific" socialist analyses of the other
various sects. These eharacteristics zive it certain advantages for playing
a key role in socialist realignment.

14, Thus, when a section of the Socialist Party proposed at its last
convention the unification of the SP and the Independent Socialist League,
the ISL welcomed this move. That this proposal was defeated At the SP
convention does not, in our opinion or that of the ISL, close the question,
The ISL subsequently indicated its support to the proposition of unity
between the SP and itself, and the YSL went on record as favoring the
exploration of the possibility of a similar unity between itself and a
unified Socialist Party and ISL. The YSL endorses the idea of unity between
the Socialist Party and Independent Socidist League and urges those
organitations to endeavor to affect it. It stands ready to participate in a
merger by constituting together with other socialist youth, the youth
gsection of such a united movement.

15+ There are a series of "historical" issues which divide the traditions

of the 8P, ISL and YSL, In the past, and even now, debate over questions

of fact has been the basis of much acrimony between the various tendencies
and hae contributed toward keeping them apart. Ve do not believe that such
questions are unimpeortant, nor do we underestimate the importance of the
political differences between the organizations -~ on the Third Osmp, the

rule of Aperican imperialism, the need to defend civil liberties and
adademlo freedom for ALL, greater emphasis on the need for a labor party, etc.
e do not believe that they sheuld be a bar to the formation of a broad
inclusive socialist organizations Ve do not feel that we, the SP or any othep
grouping in the new socialist movement should give up its political ideas or
its efforts to convinee others oftheir viability. We would seek to influence
the vaited Socialist Party in the direction of our views on specific current
issues as they arise and would constitute part of a left-wing tendency
within the organization. At the same time, our aim is not to take over the
new organization or have it adopt our complete worked out political anmd
theoretical program as tle program of the new party. Such an orientation
would be inconsistent with our conception of a broad Debsian socialist
movement and ite role in the coming poriods It would defeat the purposes,

as we conceive them, of such a movement and throw the organization right back
into the sectarian existence of today, Within thenew framework, the issues
of the past and present can be fraternally discussed.

16. TWhile the exact details ofany merger between the SP, the ISL, and the
YSL would have to be worked out through negotiation, the YSL should not and
does not make changes in the pragram or leadership of the Socialist Party
conditions for its On the contfary, it is ready to unity wit the Soocialist
Party as it stands todays Nor is the YSL proeposing unity between itgelf and
any section of the SPy On the contrary, it stands for unity between iteelf
and the Socidist Party as a wholee

17« The unity we stand for is not that ¢f a "raid" by anybody on anybody else,
nor a unity which would lead to any subsequent splite, ie stand for that

kind of roaligmment and unity which would lead to the permanent and fruitful
coexistenco and collaboration of the merged forces on a heal thy basis dnd

]



which would make possible the emergence of a new, enlarged, envigorated

broad socialist movement in the United States. Such a movement, democratic

in organization and democratic in its principles and program could reverse
the tragic decline of wocialism which has occurred in the United States in the
last decade and a half.

18+ Our conception ofsuch a new party or movement is that is should ressemble
the old Debsian Socialist Party with modifications necessary to cope with
contemporary conditions. It should be broad, and loosely structued rather
than a highly-dieciplined or tight organizapion. Its organization should

be completely democratic, and within the general confinew of the party!g
program should allew a certain amount of autonony to branches, district and
state organizations and tendencies. Iy is impossible to spell ocut in advance
any of the details of the organization of such a novement, but its geners
chanacter can best be indicated by the term, "a Debs-type movement,", It

is also not possible to decide in advance whether or not such a movement
should constitute itself as a party, a propaganda league, or other type
association, this depending upen a number of unpredictable conditions,
primarily its strength.

19+ Such a unity between the SP, the ISL and the YSL would, in our opinion,
create the type of organization which would be a center for further
realignment and unification of the American lefts It would provide a polar
of attraction around whicly many could rallye

20. In recent months the stirrings in the CP and the attention to socialist
unity paid by groups which we designate as Stalinoid (such as the group
around Oochran and the american Socialist magazine) raise questions about
thelr place in a new democratic socialist realignment in the UeSe Of most
importance is the emergence of the Gates tendency and its developments
avay from Stalinist totalitarianism and ° toward democratic socialism,
It is not a question of a few individuals or small groupings which bfealk
with Stalinism since natwally a new socialist movement would attempt to
attract thems It is rather a question of whole tendencies and of their
‘participation in this new movement, although we do not view the Gates
tendency or the Stalinoid groupings as the focus of the new movement,

21, We are not for excluding anybody from this movement on the basisg of their
past activity or beliefs, nor on the basis of their present state of
theoretical development. We have one test which we apply to such tendencieg.w
~ the test of whether they genuinely stand today for demacracy and againg$
totalitarianism and dictatorship. 4ll who do can prlay a role in building a
new movement of socdalism in Ameriaa.

22« The new movement ag a whole cannot bde in any way committed to the
proposition that Russia is a socialist socliety, and must anambisuously be

an opponent cof the totalitarian regime in Russia, otherwise, it is doomed

in advance to futility. At the same time, groups andindividuals in the
movement can have different theoretical views on Stalinism, or concretely, we
do not make the test for participation in thennew movement that tendencies
have our wiews on Russia, They may believe it to be bureaucratic~collectivdst,
state capitalist, a degenerated workers state, or even some kind of socialignm,
providing in the latter case, it is not the kind of socialism they stand for,
They may believe that a social revolution is necessary, or a politeal
revolution, or some kind of drastic and fundamental reform, What ig decisive
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is that they clearly and unambiguously stand fer demecratization and suppert
all efforts by the Russian and Zastern European people to eliminate the
totalitarian society and secure democratic socialism. A commitment to
democracy is the key to the new movement and the key to whether various groups
and tendencies will be able to play a role im it,

23, It is impossible to foretell in advance whether or not various elements
in and around the Communist Party can play a part in the building of a new
socialist movement in the United States——that depends on vhether they are
able to fully break with Stalinism and become democratic socialists. That

a movement tovard democratic socialism exists among clements is a definite
fact. /e can only welcome it, attempt to intervene in the discussion in

the Communist Party with the aim of accelerating this movement, and make
clear our position that all who genuinely come to socialist democracy can
have a place in a revived socialist movement in this country, In addition
to Communist elements and tendencies, there exist other sociclist groupings
in the United States vhich in our opimfon have mistaken theoretical views om
Stalinism. They, together with groups whose views on other questions we re=
Ject, can play a role in a new movement, in so far as they are willing to do
so, and are willing to be in a movement vhich stands for democratic socialism,

24, At the present moment, our views on socialist regroupment have in large
part a propaganda character., These are the views vhich we wish to present in
all of the various discussions which are taking place among groups vho regard
themeelves as socialist. e are interested in participating in all discussions,
conferences, forums, etc., nov taking place and which will take place, dipe
cussions in vhich we vieh to advance our views in general, and need a got of
ideas on the question of socialist regroupment since thies is of interest to
all. But we do not merely regard them as that. On the contrary, we hope and
believe that in the future they will take ou a significance for the actual
organization of such a movement, that they will play a role in advancing that
development and in giving it the character which we wish it to have.

25. At this stage, it is neither necessary or even possible, to examine in
detail all of the questions vhich arise in connection with such a new movement,
and vith the road toward it. Nor can we at this stage of the situation deal
7ith the youth aspects of such a development. One reacon for the latter is
that there do not exist the same number and diversity of groups in the youth
tield as there do in the general "adult" socialist field. Nor can we forsee
the exact ramifications and results of socialist realignment among students
and young people generally. ihat is clear is that socialist unity would
produce very positive developments for socialism among youth and would cre.
ate great opportunities for the socialist youth movement. W therefore
welcome the idea of socialist realignment and unification and are ready to
participate in building a youth movemenb for a new socialist movement .

26. ihile it is not possible to predict the exact details of the creation
of a revived socialist movement, it is possible to delineate its reneral
outline as we see it: To reiterate: Ve stand for a democratic socialist
movement vhich will be open to all groups regardless of their pusts and re~
gardless of their theoretical analyses, vhich genuinely stand for democracy
and whose conception of the socialism they favor is o d-mocratic one. T
stand for a broad, loose socialist movemeat which will ve able to embrace
various different tendencies and which will be able to appeal to presently
non~-soclalist Americans who becone convinced of the need for socialism, o
favor a socialist movement which will orient itself towards the 7edding of
socialism to the american working-class and labor movement, and make possible
the creation of a mass socialist workingecksss party in the United States,
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YOUND SOCIALIST LEAGUE RESOLUTION
ON
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE QOMMUNIST PARTY

1. The world Stalinist movement is in orisis. Not since the Moscow trialps
of the Tpirtiee or the struggle with the Left Oppesition in the Tventies, hag
the Stalinist uovement been in such a turmoils Vhile the two fomer pericis
reprosented the rise of the Stalinist bureaucracy, today we see its decline
and disintegrations

2, The current stage in this crisis began with the death of Stalin in
1953, The first overt eign of the disintegration vas the East Berlin
uprising of June 1953 led by the Eagt Berlin working classs The immediate
demands for food apd better living conditions instantly became political
demands for freedom and for the end of the Russian occupation,

3. This stage has reached a series of crescendoos beginning with the 20th
Oongress of the Russian Communist Party and Kruschev's demunciation of
Stalin as an tyrant vho framed-up innocent people. Thea in rapid
succession came the Poznan uprising, tha October days in Poland and the
Hungarian Rgvolution. The flagrant and brusal suppression of the Hungarian

) pecple by the Rugsian army and the magnificent reeistance
which continues to this day have drought this crisis to the forefront of
political dirussion emong the Stalinists themgelvese The myth ofthe
invineibility and progressiveness of Stalinism is in theprocess of being
destroyed,

4, The effect of these ovents on the Stalinist movement has been to throw
it into confusione Stalinists vwho yesterday were little more thsn cynical
parrots of Moscow's line have teken the lsad in attempting to re-evaluate
the politics of the movement. Democratic socialists welcome and encourage
these develepments.

5« In the past several months a real struggle has developed in the
Communis ¢ Party of the United States. In the past there have been
"discussions" in theOP which mere little more than a sham. Differences
and distinctions were raised over secondary and tertiary questions, but
never discussion leading toward an evaluation of fundamental political
conceptse. However, under the pressure of the above-mentioned events

a tendency centering around John Getes, EZditor of the Daily Worker,

has raised the question of demooracy in a seriocus fashion. It ig this
diseugeion which has centered the interests of democratic socialists én
the Communist Partye

6. Prior to the Syesian and Hungarian events, the nature of the differences
inside the CP were not apparent. In preparation for the February 1957
Convention of the (P, a Draft Hesolution was unanimously passedMby the
National Committee. It called for a new tura in the(P's approach to the
American scene, and appeared to be the formallszation of the new "popular
front® vhich theworld Sgalinist movement was adaptinge There was the
expeted criticism of past functioning, of left sectarianism, of
bureaucratism and the past errors which iselated the CP from ite former
base. It had all the esigns of a new label for the old Stalinist politios.

* Later William Z. Foster and Ben Davis voted against ite 7



the
7. However | Braft Resolution concesled the fundamental differences vhich
were in the process of development. It is now apparent that three more
or less distinct tendencies exist:

a) The tendency centering around John Gates, the staff of the Daily
Worker and the New York State Committee of the (P. This group has raised
the question of democracy in the CP and under a socialist regime in the
gharpest form (in the CP thus far.) This group has been the center of
criticism of Russian intervention in Hyngary and the supporters of the
Comulka regime in Polands In short, it has been most affected by the
events in Poland and Hyngary, and the Kruschev revelations ofthe lack of
democracy in Russia. It has criticized the OP for being slavish followers
of the Byssian line and for appearing to be little more than "Russian
apologists;" it has criticlized the absence of party democracy and calls for
the end of "democratic centraliem;" it calls for the re-evaluation of
principley such as "dictatorship of the proletariat" and the "peaceful
road to socialism" and the defense of democratic rights of all points of
view. This tendency can be characterized as the anti-Russian,
pro~democratic grouping.

b) At the opposition pole is the tendency around William Z. Foster,
which has to be characterized as the pro-Russian, Stalinist faction. For
it, all the events of the recent past mean nothing. The only prcblem is
how to surmount the crisis and discussion they have engendered and to
proceed on with the old Stalinist politicse under the new label. It is
willing to admit to errors in past function, but at bottom insis ts that
fundamental Marxist-Leninist (i.e. Stalinist) principles are still valid
and that now they have to be applied correctly.

¢) Intermediate to the two is a center group which attempts to straddle
the issues Formerly it appeared to center aboutGeneral Secretary Eugene
Dennis, who has since caplitulated to Foster, but now it lacks a distinct
spokesman. #hile this tendency is fundamentally in the Fester camp, it
is nevertheleas moved by many of the criticisms raised by the Gates
tendency whthout seeming to draw the same political conclusions, and
therefore remains firmly in the Stalinist molde It is the presence of
this grouping which prevents the Fosterites from dealing with the Gates
tendency in themanner it normally uses. They recognize ' the depth and
severity of the crisis in the CP and that it is not going to be solved by
gsilencing all discussion as the Fosterites would lils to do.

8+ Democratic socialists should welcome theappearance of the Gates tendency
in the CP, for it indicates the development of a group vhich is making

the flist steps toward a re-evaluation of Stalinist politics from a democratic
viewpoint. Ve also welcome it because it indicates the further degenera~
tion of the Stalinist movement and thus opens new perspectives fa the

growth of the democratic socialist movement since many, upon first becoming
radicals and interested in socialism, were attracted toward the Communist
Party.

9« The Gates tendency still has a long distance to travel before it has
broken with all of its Stalinist politics, and democratic socialists

should not preclude suchz a break and a democratis socialist lovalopmente
In the context of the struggle in the CP, the Gates tendency represents the
left wing since it is moving in a pro-socialist and pro-working class
directions In narrower political terms, this tendency is adepting the
political coloration of social-democrats and ° . a reformist attitude

8



tovard the Democratic Party and #merican capitaliem. However, given their
past and present politics, this entire development is progressive. The danger
in considering tle Gates tendency is not that it will evolve im a reformist
direction, dut that it vill not proceed far or fast enough in ridding
1tself of Stalinist politics and attitudes. A& great deal about its future
evolution depends on the outcome of the February convention. The presence
of the center group in the OF protects the Gates tendency from the Stalinist
onslaughts of Foster, but at the same time it retards its political
developments 48 long as the Gates tendency has the perspective of working
inside of the OP for its reforms, it can not move too far to the left (pro-
soclalist, anti~Stalinis position) without alienating the center grouping
vwhich is still fundamentally in the Foster camp.

10 This past period has * also seen the fubther disintegration of the
Stalinists as a force on the campuse The crisis inside of the world
Stalinist movement has brought the activities of the Labor Youth Lgague and
other CP fronts to a virtual halt. At the present time all indivations
point to the dissolution of the LYL, and the New York State Oommittee of the
LYL hag already voted to disband the organisation. Given the weakgned
condition of the Stalinist forces and the general demoralization vhich hag set
in, it is difficult to forsee a revival of Stalinist influence on campus

in the near futures ‘"hat will be the new organization form to come out of
the coming convention ofthe LYL is an unknown quantity at the present time,
At a minimum, it appeare that the CP youth will be directed toward entering
into existing organizations, such as the NAACP campus chapters and youth
councils, and YMOAs. Their activities will probably be of a makeshift
character until a resolution of the struggle inside the CP.

11, Given the new situation inside ¢f the Stalinist movement, democradic
socialists should pay close attention to the developmente and attempt to
establish contact with those closest to the Gates point of view. We should
attend their open forums and meetings, read their press, and if circumstances
varrant it, attempt to establish informal discussion groups. Many
Stalinists ha ve been shaken to the very foundations of their political
beliefs about the "ussian sociaty and are ready to discuss political
questions about socialism and democracy in g more sincere and consequendly
more meaningful way.

12. In the past we have hesitated and generally rejected debates and
symposiums vith Stalinists on such broad topics as "The American Road to
Socialism" or "How to Preserve Democracy in the United States" because

such meetings would not get down to the meaningful difference on these
questions. Today the situation has changed. Topics such as those above,
can and have become the basis for a fruitful discussion of socilism and
democracy with the pressure being applied on the Stalinists defense ofthe
Russian sygem. The Stalinists, primarily the Cates tendency, themselves are
raising these questionss Ve s.mld not hesitate to participate in such
meetings because now the Staliniste are open to the pressure of socidlist
argunats #r democracys. In the past, unleas the topic was on Russia itself,
any criticiem would be greeted by fharges of "red herring" and "disruption',

13, ihile we seek to establish contact and encourage the Gates tendency,
it does not mean that we abandon our criticism of Stalinism. The essence
of our criticliem of Stalinism is that you can't have socialism without
democracy, that democracy is the essence of socialism, that you have bo be

-
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for democracy everyrvhere, not only in the UeS., but precisely where the OP
is in power. e leave to Cannonites exclusive title for criticizing the
Stalinists for adopting reformist policiese

14, Our bridge to the CP is our understanding ofthe current developmentg
and our intention to encourage and participate in furthering it. Homever,
this does not mean that we welcome Stalinist youth into united front
activities s "comrades". What our attitude should be in any particular
circumstance should be dependent upon vwhich tendency the particular Stalinigt
youth group falls into. In the united front activities, vhere possiblg we
still try to raise the political criteria of opposition to totalitarianiem
and dictatorship everywhere. 4t the same time we do not have a policy of
excluding Stalinist organizations from United Fyont activities, mr are we in
favor of including these groups under all circumstances. Due to the
flexibility of the current situation and the broader consequences of activity
in local areas, all units, fractions and members at large must discuss with
the NeO» all questinns of their activity in mspect to Stalinist youth
organizations. While wve do not believe that democratic socialists should
provide a cover of respectability for the Stalinists under which they can
resolve their differences in peace and quiet, on the other hand, we reject
the sectarian attitude of those who refuse to lave anything to do with the
Stalinists until andonly until they have made the complete evolution toward
democratic soclialism,.

a4
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On Civil Rights

(Resolution of the NiC submitied for discussion and vote at the
_NEC. rassed unanimously by the N.C.)

I. The Recent leriod

(L) The two and a half years since the Supreme Ccurt decision
of May 17, 1954, have seen an unprecedented sharpening of the
struggle for Civil Rights, And this had had romifications in
every area of merlcan soclety.

(2) The most marked change has taken placc among the Negroes
themselves, 4 mood of militancy has swept over the urban Negroes.
in the South, this has resulted In the creation of masg movements,
such as those in Montgomery and Tallahagsee, with a new leadership
cnd new- tncticses The old emphasis on the courteroom, put forth.
by the. mlddle-class leadership of the NAiC>, has been challenged
Ly .the rise of new methods of struggle in the areas of the greagts=
23t eonfllct, The urban Negro masses have become conscious and
ective 1n thelr own cause, .t the same time, rural Negroes in

the deep Scuth have not been effected in the s:.me way., In a secw
tion like the Delta Country of lMississippi, the Nui0s» has lost
ground, been driven underground, and the Tﬁite Cltlzens Councils
Y.ave been able to persuade =ndfor coerce g significant number of
Nagroes to take a passive attitude, However, cven this fact rust
s placed in context, for the last decade, and especially the lazt
two yeara, hag seen a consideralba Negro emgiration from the rural
South. 1In part, thls is due to racist terror (after the T1ill rupr-
der, 65% of the Negroes In cne Mississippl county left), in part
1t is a conseyuence of the mgchenlzution of Southern agriculture
and the possibllities of industrial jcbs in the cities,

(3) We cannot go Into these developiaents ir detail, that
nust be stressed 1s the treraidovsly significai ovaer-all facts
tha emergance of a Civil Righbs coasclousmess ¢ a dsgree hitherto
unknewn mong the Negro masses,

4) Thae American laber moverment remains the chief ally of the
Negroez !n their struggle,. hut the sharpening of the cornflict has
nad 1ls d7fect ‘n this area of society as well., Cne secition of
tto AFL-3T0 Yuresucracy (auto;, Textile, 011) is committsd to a
poiley of suppoit for Integraticn, But there .s a 3trong conserv-
ative elemeat ir the labor movement. fearful of the pressures of
the old-lina craft unionists In the South, and Intimidated by the
possibility of rocist secession. In varilous places in the South
itsell, 1t 1s nscessary to speak of a retrogression in Civil Rights
during the past two years in the workingeclass rmovement., In Chata-
nooga, the renk and file repudiatsd an Integrationist line; in
some ULW locals, 1illy-white factlons have arisen; and in at least
one case, the 01l Vorkers Internatlional was forced to take legal
action against one of 1its own locals,

5) Neverthelesx, the coallition of Negroes znd labor remains
In tacts The largest and most powsrful institutions in our soclety

"
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committed te integration remain those of the American worklngclass,
And, as the 1lnevitable orgaenization of the Seuth takes place, this
unlty offers the main basis for the progressive solution of the
present struggle,

(6) Raclism itself has been effected by the events of the past
two and a half years, The White Citizens Councils have developed .
throughout the South, In some areas, they constitute extreme right-
wing groupings, anti-Semitic, anti-Catholic, and anti-labor as

veéll as anti-Negro; in other places, they are more organized en a
rdnimal program of preserving segregation. In a few sections of

the Seuth, the moderate racists have eben taken an attitude toward
the struﬁgle which ia heavily based upon a conception of "respect
fer laws” In Clinton, this kind of a grouping even gave passive
support ta integration because of this attitude,

07) Politically, the events of the past period in Civil Rights
have been explosive, Stevenson and the Democrats attempted te
temporize with the 1ssue (as indeed they must as long as the Demo=~
cratlc Party remains a coalition of extreme racists and antli-racists)
2nd they were repud iated by masses of Negroes, Indeed, the farther
couth one goes, the more significant the defection. In a militant
ii2gro community like that of Montgomery, an overhwelming madority
¢2st thelr vote for Elsenhower and agalnst Stevenson, The Negro
shift was not so great, but quite significant, in the North. In

New York, i1t may well have cost thet®m Democrats heavily in their
senatorlal campaign,

(8) Thus, in a brief and summary form, some of the highlights
¢f the momentous developments since May, 1954: among the Negroes, a
tremondous intensification of consclousness, the emergence of a
mass movement; in the labor movement, a continuation of the Negro=-
workingeclass alliance, with sharp differences of position within
the AFL-CIO; among ehe racists, the growth of the White Citizens
Counclls; and politically, an explosive situation which will dog
the Democratic Party throughout the next four years,

(eh It 1s clear that the conflict over Civil Rights will beceome
even more Intense In the days to come, We, of course, take our
542 with the militant wing of the Negro-labor alllance, and see in
xr?z32ndent political action on its part the next tremendous step

Yot-jjand,
il. The Civil Rights Organizations

(.0) Almost all of the organizations fighting for Civil Rights
cre In a state of flux as a result of recent events.

r31) The NAACP, The developments of the past two and a half
years have had a considerable effect on the NAACP, Thousands have
moved Into this organization. In varigus areas of the South, 1t

has beoome an instrument of mass struggle. And yet, the bureaucracy
i3 st1ll in the hands of the older leadership, court-oriented, hos-
tile or netural to Montgomery-type direct action. Thils situation 1s

12



further complicated by the fact that the NAACP i{s extremely dburea
apatic in structure in mamy areas, that many of its local branche
do not provide for free discussion and debate, Still the NAACP
must be recognized as the prime fodus of the struggle at the [fea
sent time, and we must seek to aid ih its transformation inot an
organization more directly expressing the constéousness of ¥ s
membership.

12.) CORE: "CORE" was founded by radicals and paclfists as
a group which would use direct action for Civil Rights, In many
{nstances successful campaigns were carried out, e.g., Pallisades
Park in Jersey, the Walgreen Drugstores in St. Louls. However,
at the present time CORE has ceased to be a national organization.
Wherever groups are functioning locally, they should, of course,
be contacted, but our main emphasis remains upon the NAACP,

13.) The Urban League, The Urban League is a migdle-class
organization primarily concerned with the problem of discrimination
in employment. In some areas, it 1is so respectable that it has
peen taken into the Community Chest, Recently, Hawever, 1t has
been going through a crisis brought about by the Supreme Court
decision, With the sharpening of the struggle, it has becoms more
an€ more impossible fa the Urban League to maintain itself on the
old basis, In general, this organization provides no arena
for socialis ¢ activity.

14.) The Randolph group. This 1s an informad group, centering
ground A, Phillip Randolph =f in New York, It is labor oriented,
even secialedemocratic, and has been active in some of the most
milita nt campaigns of the Negro fight, e.g., the March on Washing=
ton, the postewar bagtle far integration of the armed forces, It
wqs the Randolph group which played the leading role in the Madison
Square Garden rally last Spring., However, two important factors are
currently at work; the disappearance of the Pullmans is depriving
Randolph of his labor base and he has not developed am alternative
source d strength; Randolph himself may well have beep somewhat
conservatized by his election to the Executive of the AFL =CIO,
St111, this grouping represents the most militant wing o the Negro
labor aliance and is, of course, of great importance to soclallsts.

15.) The religious gromps, Various chmich organizatiens have
been organized to fight for Civil Rights. Some of them - Friendsnip
House, the AFSC, the Catholic Committee of the South - have taken
a clear and unambiguous stand and include radicals among their
number, Tn many cases, socialists can fruitfully cooperate with
these religievus organizations on specific 1ssues,

13
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17.) NAACP Youth Councils and Campus Clubs, This should be
taken up apart from the NAACP 1tself. In the one area where we
have had expmmlence with an NAACP Youth Councll (New York), it ,
has proved to be a relatively inefficéent and inactive coordinating
bocy fcr local NAACE youth groups., Nevertheless, we should work -
with RAACP Youth Councils wherever they exist, and try to make them:
inte more affactlve bodles; and; In partlicular, into more effective
inter~racial bodies, The Campus NAACP's vary widely 1a strength
end sffectlveness, Here we shouid be concerned with developing
NAACP's ocn every campus where we sxlst; to work in alreedyr
crganlzed groecps. We should try to maks thess active and intere
racial orgaunisations, witih 2 @ rticuwier emphasias on the latter,

III. Genpral Orientation,

18.) The most imporsatn fact abtcut o general orientation
1s this: that we are isclated frum the Negrn mcvaient, Our first
task, then, 1s to establlish reel contact. T> dv this, we must look
Seward a period of hard Jimmy=Higgina woris, qulte pussibly showing
ilttle or no organizational gains, We must make it clear that we
are not for Civill Righ%s as an "aliea" crganizatic:, bent only on
recrulting and implementing £ a line. We musc wifh the respect
and cooperaticn of militant Negirves,

19,) 1In this sltuation, our main job will be towork herd in
the lmmediate struggle. Polltically, our attitude 1s,of course,
to push for independent political action on the part of the Negrow -
laber ceoalltion, l.e,; for a Jabor party. We ams%h, however, make
clear that ws regard the immedlate struggies as important in and -
of themselfes, +that we do nat think cof the race question as simply
a subordinzte element of tne sceial quesiion, :

20.) Ins!de the movement, our natural allies widl be ameng the.
labor and pacifist elements, The latter have a particular importanc
since Montgomery, and soms of the very best of the Negro militants -
are moving in a Gandhlan direction. And we can, of course, vholee
heartedly encorse the tactical applicetion of noi-violence, even
whille maintaining the scciailst eriticism of Gandhi-ism as an over-
all philcsophy of socisal change,

21,) The role of the Stalinlst® in the CJivil Rights movemént
darends, to a great exigent, upson the resoluticn of the present crist
12 the CP, But If the CP'ers ds manage to weather the storm, it wil
prcbably allcw tham %o pley an effeciive role bacause of their
abendonment of tihe dual iratitutiovns and ulira-left slogans, "hile
vigorously attacking the Stalinista ca the hasls of the 1ssues as
they arlse, we must not allew luwrselves to join in the red~baiting
wiilch the NAACP leedership somstimsk usew. To the bureaucracy; a
Stallnlat end a radical are pretty much the same thing.

£€2,) Tn emaclusion, cur task is to inmerse curaelves in the Civ:
Rlghts mewement as j.cyal and whole hearded participants. We cenn
be thiaklrg primatlyy In teems of recruitment or politlegl lesdars
ship, Decause that is impossiblie at this Lime, We are now faced
with one main problem: iy gainm a »eal place in the ntug struggls
through active, hard work,
{
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DEFEATED AMMENDMENTS



AL [ENDLENTS OFFERED T0 RESOLUTION ON "SOCIALIST REALIGN.ENT AND UNITY}"
whioch were defeated by the YSL NEC Plenum of jan. 26-27, 1957

Armendment presented by Comrades Bogdan and George to replace Section 15 of
the finally edopted resolution.

The basioc differences that exist between the SP and our tendency
result from our different analysis of the American seocial system

end state, The majority of the SP and particularly those who are
its major public spokesmen hold that olass conflict in america, to
the extent that it has ever existed, is so ameliorated as to be a
minor question. They hold that the state defends the society as a
whole rather than the narrow interests of one particular class, Thus
they consider themselves responsible oritics of the gtate Department
ebroad and thus Justice Depargmn‘t' at home, Thus they defend aspeots
of the witchhunt against the Communists=-e.g. denial of the right of
Stalinists to teach; as well as defending the general political and
economic interests of American capitalism abroad--e.ge., the ifarshall
Plan and NATQe. Therefore many of them generalize this view to deny
the need for a class party of the working people, i,e. a Labor party,
and think in terms of a olassless "people!s party."

our differences with these views are basic, /@ would therefore be
opposed to unity if the purpose were to bulld a homogeneous, highly
programmatio party, but rather, we counterpose a droad Debsian in-
olusive party which would permit full right to express differing
viewpoints within and without the Party,

Ammendment presented by Comrade .larty of Philadelphia to replace Seotion 16
of the finally adopted resolution.

7P realize that such a regroupment would indicate on the part of
the SP-SDF that deep changes had occurred in its attitude towards
us and towards the American scene as a whole, Until such a change
does tske place, and we hope to help in developing it, we regard
this discussion in a sense as academic, at least in its beginning
stage. This change of attitude will take time. The SP-SDF will
not then be what it is todgy; we too shall have changed in that
PeriOd.
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A EsDowived OrFEiED T0 RESOLUTION ON "DEVELOPMaNTS IN THE CObsUNIST PARTY,"
vhich were defeated by the YSL NEG Plemum of Jan 26-27, 1957

Both these ammendments deal with the question of "united front"
activity in cooperation with the CP or CP-oriented groups.

Anmendment presented by Comrade Shane to replace all of Sectlin 1M,

We seek to achieve the closest possible relationship with
youth affiliated to the CP. This should be done W
carrying out united front activities wherever sufficient
agreement exists on a specific issue, such as the Negro
strugsle or civl. liberties; by forming with CP youth
discussion clubs and forums of a permanent nature vhere-
ever possibdle, and by establishing the best personal re-
lationships with them through attendance ef our members
at their meetings and social functions, and inviting
their members to ours.

Ammendment presented by Comrades George and Bogdan to replace all
but the last sentence of Section 1U,

(d4) Our policy will be to ccntinue the isolation of the
CP ycuth organizations from progressive student and youth
groups. (b) In local situations we may attempt to initi-
ate joint activities organized around protests against
Stalinist repression, e.g. the defense of the Hungarian
working-class, with dissident Communist youth or "gtalin-
oids" as a means of widening the gap between these groups
and the official Communiet movement. (c) However, the
Young Socialist League is opposed to engaging in co-cpera-
tive activities of a general socialist and democratic nature,
e.g. activities on civil rights and civil liberties,
jointly sponscred discussions on "problems of Auerican
socialism," with Stalinist youth groups. Exceptions

to this may only be made by the N.A.C. No steps initi-
ating such activities may occur without prior approval

of the N.A.Ce (d) Debates and symposiums where we are
able to discuss the issues over which the Young Socialist
League opposes the Communist movement, e.g. opposition to
the Russian ruling class and state, the relationship be-
tween the CP and LYL!s subservience tc the Russian bureau~
cracy and the nature of its political line are encouraged,
In such debates and eympcosiums it must be made clear that
the sponsoring organizations are counterposing thelir view-
pointe.
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DEFEATED RESOLUTIONS



RRESOLUTION ON THE UNITY QUESTION (by Shane Mage)

For the first time in decades the regroupment and unification ef
the dispersed groups of the american left has become the sub ject
of serious discussion among soclalists. This corresponds to a presse
ing need of the American socialist movement and to a radical
zhange 1in the objective situation confronting socislists in a
world scale,

The need for regroupment of the American left has been evident
for a long time. True,until economic and soc ial changes suffic ient
to bring about the general radicalization of the American working
class habe occurred,no organiza ional move can lead to establishment
of a mass party of socialism in tle U.S.,nor will American socialists
be able to break out of their present 1isolated propaganda-group extx
existence,

Nevertheless,whthing the 1limits of the present social and econo
tcmic conditions of the U.S.,the preenial disunity and fragmentation
of the Left exerts a very harmful influence. This disunity seriously
hampers sociallst propaganda and virtually preculding any serious
soci alist agitation. It also 1s an obstacle to a future break-
through of A merican socialism for its present isdlation.

Unfortunately as the consequences of socialist disunity have
been,the fragmention of the past period has been absolutely necessary,
At the time o f the first imperialist war the world working-class
movement wa s torn . asunder -by the split between reformis,
opportunism,centrism,social-patrioitism and all varieties of class
collaberationism,on the one hand,and revolutionary sarxism on the
other. Since that time this split has only deepened,despite(or
rather,because of) the epochal defeats sufferedy the international
working-class,and therefore by revolutionary socialism. The YSL
continues to believe that only the political victory of revolutionary
socialism over social democracy can establish the necessary
precondition for successful proletarian revolution.

Superimposed upon this fundamental division has been the influence
of Stallinism,the ® unter=-revolutionar product of the degeneration of
the Russian revooution. The Influence of Stalinism and Stalinist
1deology has crippled and paralyzed the best,mest revolutionary
dections of the working class,and has contributed in no small measu~
re to the preservation of capitalism and soc ial-demosracy.

The great,fundamental change in the objective condt ions of
today 1s the disintegration of Stalinism. The international wor king
class 1s now well advanced toward throwing off the Stalinist )
incubus;through the overthrow of the Stalinist bureaucracy in ksatern
urope and the collapse of tis political instruments,the CPS of the
"estern World. Stalinist ideolosy has,i® the course of the last
year,beeen reduced to a shambles and 1is rapidly losing its grip
over elements,both irt ellectual and proletarian,hitherto held firmly
in line. 1In America it 1is the crisis of Stalinism;the disorientatiort
of the "Stalinoig" groups(Sweezyites,"Progreasives",Gochranites)and
the emergence of CP elements moving £ in the direction of authentic
revolutionary-democratic soc ialism,that provides the context for
sociallst regrouptment. 17
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In proposing socialist regroupment we are not proposing that .
other groups accept our entire program as the basls for unity. ‘e
do not propose a maglc formula which will enable American socialism
to break out of 1ts 1solation no® do we promise fantastic gains
for a united lef-soc ialist memement. Still less do we propose a
vague,all inclusive group which would give soclal-democratic agents
of the U.S. State Department or apologists for the Kremlin
equal status with genuine socialists. What we propose 1is a form of
regroupment which would unite American left-soclalists,whatever
their differences on many theeretical and political issues,
around the basic prind ples of revolutionary soclalism:scalss strugg
le,democracy,internationalism,

Spelled ou concretely,we propose regroupment of American
socialists in a new united organization on the following political
basis:

l.Clear and unequivocal defense of democratic liberties of all
and a no less unequivocally democratic conception of soc ialism,

2.A clear break with the Stalinist bureaucracy,calling for the
replacment of 1ts rule by democratic socialism and siding with
the Polish and Hungarian workers in their freedom struggles,

3. A resolute policy of independent working class political
action In the U.S,,callling for formation of a Labor Party an d oppos
Ing the capttallst parties on a principled class basis,

4, Opposttion to the foreign policy of U.S. imperlalism and
support to all colonial revolutionary movements(without pre jugdgine
the question,which can be decided by ma jor ity vote of the new
movement ,0f hether Stalinist-led movements should be considered part
of the colonial revolution.)

In ites Internal 1fe a united American left-soclallist movement
would seek to enc ourage the fullest and freest discussion of all
practical and theoretical problems of the international workers
movement « but it would not be afrald +to take its own position on
these problems. It vuld not make a fetish of "discipline".and it
would be helped in thils by the healthy revulsion of 1ts ex-Stalinilst
militants against the Stalinist perversion ef "demobratic centralism"
== but it would recognize that 1ts activitées in mass erganizations
need to develop in a dicsicplined fashion,not only because united
action 1s the only way to implement en agreed policy effectively,
but ,equally Iimportant,because only if leaders are subject to contrel
of a "rank and file" majority,can the emergency within the party of
a stratum of priwvilege bureaucrats be prevented.

In conslusion:The YSL has no . ... 1l1lusions as . to the
likelihood of a quick,borad and sweeping socialist unification,but
it makes these proposals with the utmost seriousness, We declare
our willingness to = *M = =mndertake negotiations for unification
at any time with any group of socialist youth on the basis of the
political principles set forth in this resolution.. We urge the
various "adult" left-soclalist groups to unite on this basis,and we
seek to intervene for this ovjective in all public discussions and
* ~» forums on the subject of socialist regroupment. SHANE MAGE
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On the American Socialist Party
Shane ilage

The Sociallst Party has merged with the Social-Dgmocratic
Federation at a convention held Jenuary 19=204 The political
character of the new organization 1s indicated by Thoras' state-
ment that no political differences exist between the unifying
gZroups.

The SDA has virtually since its inception been a loyal
supporter of US imperlalism and the Democratic Partye That Thomas
1s right and that the merged organization will clearly have the
politics of the SDF, is shown by the Joint SP=3DF "Memorandun of
Understanding" which-praised the liarshall Plan amd endorsed its
members supnorting Dgmoeratic (and Republicand) party candidates,
The politics of thils organization can be defined as "State-Depart=-
ment Socialism" and "Derocratic Party Soclalisme"

The political role of the merged SPgSDF 1s that of socialis t
cover for U.Se imperialism arnd "liberal" big business. The YSL
has nothing in cormon with the "Soclalisn" of the State Depte, and
the Democratic Partye

Wie consider the influence of the 3P-30F within the labor
movement to be reactionary and seek to combat it politically,

Vie call on all left-wingers in the 3P who rcfuse to g0 along
with State Dept. 3ocialism to leave the SDF=3P and Joln a genuine
soclallst organization, the YSL.

T

At the NAC of Janua ry 22, 1957, the above motion was defeated
TW For, all else Against



lction on the Recent Political Course of the YeS.Le

Submitted to the NEC Plenum by Shuane Mage and Tim .chlforth

The NEC takes note of the fcllowing political acts undertaken by leading
becdies and organs of our movement and of the fraternally related ISL.

1. e note the support offered the SP by both the YSL and ISL in the last
election as against all other socialist candidates. ‘/ie note that this
support was offered with no criticism of the SP's political line during
the election. Labor action in its electoral statement and lax Shachtman
in his Liberation article mentioned the existence of "differences" between
the two tendencies——but he did not mention the nature of these differences.
No criticism was offered of the support given to american imperialism by
Hoopes and Friedman during the election, ile consider this to be in violaw
tion with the position adopted by the last meeting of the NEC, vwhich, vhile
supporting the 8P, attempted tc exclude support of the SP's politics.

2. e further note that ever since the de facto adopyion of a policy in
favor of unity with the SP, no criticism has been made wither in Labor
action or the Young Socialist Challenge of the pro-imperialist policies
of the smerican representative of the soclal democracy, the SP~-SDF. The
SP's action in support of "internationalization" of the Suez Canal--i.s,
turning it over to american capital ism~-plus statements in the December
Call in support of UN intervention into Eungary——i.e. turning the Hungarian
vorkers over to smerican capitalism—offered ample opportunity for such
criticisms In addition the recent merger of the SP with the SDF on a
program of State Department socialism also demanded a principled, critical
att:zk from revolutionary Marxistss

3. lax Shachtman—head of the fraternally related ISL--appeared befors the
radical public in NYC at the recent forum on regroupment and refused to
mention a single criticism of the pro-imperialist policies of the SP-SDF.
This act was defended by the majority of the YSL HAG.

4}, The New York YSL Executive committes recently passed a motion to begin
sales of the Call on a regular basis on the literature tables of the YSL
during all cur functions. e note that the policies of the Call are
contrary to those of the YSL and are precisely the politics which we find
it necessary to break many of our contacts away frome.

5. The Wew York YSL executive coumittee and Labor action are supporting the
meeting sponsored by the SP-SDF and LID at vhich anna Kethly spoke. e
further note that according to the December Call hiiss Kethly, upon being
recognized by the UN as a delegate from Hungary, will fcall for & United
liations Zmergency Force to be dispatched to Hungary." We consider such

g force to be the arm of American imperialism and dedicate ourselves to
protect the Hungarian revolution from both Stalinist counter—revolution

and American imperialisme.

6. e observe that because of the general orientation towards unity with
the SP on the basis of the SP right wing's politics and because of the

lack of any effort by the leadership, our membership is not being educated
about the nature of Social Democracy. This lack of revoluti onary Marxist
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educetion is so deplorably evident that a member of the NAC who supports
unity recently remarked that an invas%on from the rigét could sweép avay
many of our metbers and that some members are proposing ent

SP now ag individuals. prop ¢ rence into the

Taking into account the above trend which when looked at in itg entirety
spells out support for the defenders of american imperialism within the
socialist movement, vwe wish to make knowvm our basic disagreement vith the
approach of these bodies and organs of our movement. Ve call for a
reversal of this right wing opportunist course. This entire ccurre

is in violation of the fundamental principles upon which our movement was
created~~revolutionary socialist opposition to capitalism and Stalinism.

We of the NEV remind the comrades that opposition to capitaliem and its
agents is no whit less important than opposition to Stalinism and its
agents, We call for a return to this basic conception. Ue call
for a struggle to maintain the YSL as a revolutionary karxist youth
orzanization,. )

it
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Resolution: On the Crisls in the Stalinist
Moverient
Shans lage

Thne events of the past years the "Xruschev revealationsg™ of
the real character of Stalin's rule, the Pollsh and Hungarian reve
olutlions, and the opendy counter-revolutlonary role of the Russian
army 1n IHungary, have profoundly shalZen the international otaline
ist movement 1n general and the Anerican CP in partliculare Tie
crisis in the American CP has taken the form of an open factional
struggle In the ccurse of which many of the basic aspects of 3talin-
ist ideology have been called into guestion,

The initator of thils struggle has been a group centesring
around the staff of the Dally ‘Jjorker and led by DW editor John Gates
This tendency has broken with Stallnism most sharply over the lungar-
lan revolution - although hesitantly and uncaearly, 1t has o»posed
the counter=-revolutlonary policy of the Russian 3talinistse It
has also attacked many of the past organizational practices of
Arierican stalinism, particularly 1ts totalitarian monolithism and
its arrogation to itself of the "1z ading role" among socialist
oroupse ,

Opposed to this actlon 1s an orkthodox=Stalinist group led
by Fostere There are also nany elements seeking to reach a come
promise between these two groups In order to preserve the party.

Anong these groups the attentlon of revolutionary socialists
should center on the Gates tendency. On all points which oppose
1t to Foster, 1ts position 13 relatively to the left:less onvosed
to the workers stamrugcles in Hungary and Poland, less subservient
to the dictates of the Kremlin, rore appreciastive of the need for
internal dencoracy as the basis for sociallst organization, For
thls reason it has provlded a center of attraction to those gfoups
in the CP who, 1in the process of brealing with Stalinism, are seek-
ing to find a way to genulne Cormunisn,

Under the pressure of the workers revolution in East Lurope
and the disintegration of Stalinist ideology, Gates and his assoc-
la tes have moved substantllly to the left of thelr rigid 3talinism
of a year agoe I[owever, they have yot to bresk with rwuch of Staline-
1st politicse They continue to regard Russia as a socialist state,
to a ttempt to apologlze for Stalinist actions, to repeat Stalinist
slanders against the Hungarlan worliers, to solidarize therselves
politically with other stalinist parties. Equally lmportant, they
have made no move to break with the class-collaborationist, ref=
ofrnlst, and co-existance aspects of Stalinist politics. In the
recent olectlion campaign the Dally liorker supported Stevenson openly
and vigorously. The Gates people regected the perspective of a
la bor party and proposed instead a "people's anti-nonopoly coe
alltion" which would include s ections of the canltallist classe
New Deal type class-collaboration is similarly the real content of
Gates proposed "American path to sociallsm", which 1s strictly parl-
lamentary and reformist in forms, The Z Gates group continues to
support the Kremlin forelgn policy of co-existance deals with
Vestern imperialism, and slanders revolutionary soclallst opnonents
of co-oxistance as "McCarthylte,"

The Gates group, being vulnerable for these reasons, Foster
has raised the slogen of'"MarxismeLerinisn" in purely de.mgosic
fashione, In Fact, Foster 1s even less of a Miarxist-leninis:" than
Gates, for Gates has at leaat taxen tie first steps toward Leninisan
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by starting to break with the lusslan 3Jtalinist bureaucracy, while
Foster remains a servile tool of the Kremline On those issues
where Gates position is absolutely incompatible with iiarxism-Len-
Inlsm - support to the Democrgtic Party, american road to Social-
1sm, co-exlstance, Foster ha s no dlsagreeuents with Gates, for
these are cardinal pointg of Stalinist politicse

Our task In comnection with the Américan CP can be summed
up thus: to push the left wing of the CP to a complete break with
Stalinism, and to win over to revolutionary socialism as large a
section of this group as possibls,

To accomplish this the activity of the YSL should be guided
by these gfour policiles:

(1) We intervene in the CP crisis as actively as possible by
&lving critical support to the Gates terdencye. ihile hopling for

its victory over Fostef and atriving to help it in this, we counter-

pose class-struggle policies to 1ts class-collaborationist posi-
tiors, and call for 1t to break clearly and decisively with the
Russian Stallinists and international Stalinism,

(2) We seek to carry on public diseussion with the CP on the
widest possible scale. Ve try to organize dsbates and forums to-
gother with the CP and other "left" groupings on every topic on
which the revolutionary socielist position clashes with the Stalin-
ist line.

(3) We seelt to aciileve the clost possible relationship with
youth affillated to the CPs This should be dore Ly carrying out
united front activitles wherever sufficient agreement exists on
a specific issue, such as the Negrmo struggle or civil libepties;
by forming with CP youth discussion clubs and forums of a perme
anent nature wherever this 1s possible; and by establishing the
best possible personal relatlonships with tlhiem tihrough attendance
of our members at their mee%ings and soclal functiong, and in-
viting thelr members to ourse

(4) We are for inclusion of those grouns now in the CP who
are moving toward revolutlionary socialist positions in the gen-
eral American soclallst regroupment the YSL advocatese

BeReHn

At the NAC of Januaryy 22, 1957, the above resolution was de-
featede The votas wasa:
on paragraph 3 above alone: Fors TV
V: all else

on the document as ®m a whole: For: None
Ve all else Lut
TV Absteairing



