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EDITORIAL NOTES

What the YSR is

The Young Socialist Review is the information and discussion bulletin of the
Young Socialist League. The YSR is prepared by the Chicago unit of the YSL.

The aim of the YSR is to constitute a forum for the expression of all points
of view within the Y3L. It is, therefore, completely open to anv member who
may wish to contribute his views——and to any group of members, Contributions
from non-members will also be accepted, if of sufficiently high interest.

For obvious reasons it should be understood that articles signed by individ-
uals do not necessary represent the views of the YSL., Any material that is
Mofficial® will be clearly labelled as such.

The YSR will be published at least once every other month., However, we as—
sume that we will be able to put out much more frequent issues. The YSR will
therefore appear whenever sufficient copy is availazble, but not less than bi-
monthly. So, PLEASE SEND COPY A4S SOONW aS IT IS READY!

Copy should be sent to 1343 E. 50th Street, Chicago 15, Illinois. If possible
submit copy stencilled, single spaced, otherwise it should be type written,
double spaced. Non-typewritten copy will not be accepted..

The circulation of the YSR is not restricted to members of the YSL. Though
jssued primarily for members it is open to all interested individuals. Mem~
bers should make every effort to get copies into the hands of this wider aud-
jence. Send in your bundle orders now.

This issue

It looks as though YSR will be coming out frequently from now til the Conven-
tion, July 1-3 (in New York City). For that reason remember to send in copy
as soon as it is ready, since an issue will be put out vhenever we have enough
copy. This issue is especially big and bulky, because a host of material sud-
denly appeared at one time. It would make the task easier if material came

in steadilv and evenly so that less bulky issues could be put out.

Almost all the material included here is on regroupment and unity or on the
factional situztion in the YSL. Included also is the Draft Resolution on
Socialist rezrcupment (pp. 2-8) prepared by the NAC for the coming conventior.
Other resolutions vill appear in the next issue of YSR. Suggested amendnents
and substitute resolutions should be sent to YSR as soon as possible also.

For nonmembers who are puzzled by some of the factional references, there is
at present a "caucus" in the YSL on the basis of opposition to the NEC Reso-
jution on "socialist reslisznment and socialist unity" (see YSR, vol. 3,

no. 3, Fen. 18, 1957). The "Left #ing Czucus" publishes its own bulletin as
well as provided for in the YSL Constitution. This bulletin, The Left Wing

Bulletin (LiB), is also avuilable to those interested (obtainable by writing
Wohlforth, 305 East 21 Strect, KIC).

i few articlcs and unit reports on other subjects are also included. We
know it is hard Tor nembers to xeep in mindthe possibility of utilizing YSR
for evervday, humdruz educationzl and informational tasks. BUT. It might
seen pleasant for a change. pELP THE maTERIAL ROLLINGeees.

~—Debbie Meler, editor
March 30, 1957 77—7



DRAFT RESOLUTION OF THE YSL ON

PERSPECTIVES FOR alERICaN SCCILALISK

1. AMERICaN PERSPECTIVE
(1) American socialists today are confronted by important, though limited, pos-
sibilities for regrouping and revitalizing the samerican socialist movement..

(2) This perspective is based upon our analysis of the specific conditions of
american society taken in the context of the international scene. First, we
believe that the dominant' ¢haracteristics of american political; economic and
social life of the last decade will, in the main, continue. Ve do no anticipate
an iminent and thorough-going crisis in the. United States, or a mass radicaliza-
tion. But secondly, we see that significant changes are taking place in the
world and in the'United States,’opening up new possibilities for socialist action
- that the period of ever-increasing. polarization on an international scale, and
over-intreasing reaction on the domestic scene, is coming to an end. We' 1ook
toward new beglnnings. ' ‘ . ,

(3) In%ernatlonallv, the danger of World Var III has receded. The settlment of
the Ipdochinese war, the Korean armistice, the "co-existence" campsign of the
Stalinists, these were the first signs of the new situation. Since then, the tac-
tics of tho two war camps have blown hot and cold, yet at no time has the world
approached the state of explosive tension vhich prevailed in 1950 and 1951. iiore
recently, the tremendous events in Poland and Eungary have dealt a serious bdlow

to world Stalinism, and NaTO has been strained to the utmost by the Mjddle-East
crisis, by the pressures within various Luropean countries to reduce armements,etc.

(4) For socialists in america, the crisis in world Stalinism has had the most
obvious and immediate effect. The Communist Party in the United States has been
torn in an attempt to deal with the Kruschev revelations and the events in .
Poland and Hungary. - ¥iith the collapse of american Stalinism, a force which for
decades distorted and disoriented the radical movement, new possibilities have
eppeared. But it would be an error to base an american socialist perspective on
this development alone. Other factors, in particular the position of the working-
class in america form a vital part of our analysis, and our tactics are related
to a whole range of s1tuatlons.

(5) This genera111 ‘newv internatlonal situation has already been felt in Americ--
life as a wholo. The exzpectation of imminent war was a politifal and psycholo-
.al precondition for the growth of the garrison state. As tensions have been
reduced, the pover of reaction and the witch~-hunt has subsided. To be sure, the
institutions of repression remain in force, but the power of the icCarthyite
right has been curtailed and the tempo of anti-libertarianism has been appreci-
ably slowed. : :

(6) Domestically, the permanent war economy is still a decisive factor in
American socicty, its powver increascd by the Eisenhower budget of 1957. Because
of this "floor" of government intervention, vwe do not anticipate a thorough- '
going internal crisis of the cconomy, such as the Depression of the Thirties, in
the immediate future. 4t thu same time, there are maqy signs which point to a
rore limited type of crisis. . _ , .

{7) The labor movemert orguuxved in the AEL-CIO 1s today more powerful than ever
before, indeed it ia the mzébtiest organized workingclass the world has knowm.
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Yet, it has continued in a self-imposed bondage to the Democratic Party; it
has hobbled its tremendous strength by an organizational alliance with
Southern reacticn. Consequently, the pimary task facing the american work-
ingclass remains that of creating.its ovn-independent political party. The
tremendous fact of labor unity has mide the potential of such & party all
the more: obvious, yet the mass of american workers have yet to be won to
this most primary of struggless . o
(8) Thus, for‘émefican-socialisﬁé;-fhe{fight-for;ailgbdr‘p;rty'fakes on &
centrak-aﬁd'deéiéive~signifiqapge.;"Today.*the.Americgn,labOr movement stands
‘on the left. of anerican society as the basic organized ?oé}el"fbrce comuitted
to a program of liberal reform. at the same time, it is to the right of the
entire sociélist'movement.;for,it,hgs-not-yet.comg;toﬁtha@ political class
consciousness ®which is fundamental to even ‘the most reformist socialist ide~
ology. Given our gemeral analysis of American society, we do not.expect
that the workingclass will, in-the next period, make a sudden, violent tran-
sition from its present trade ungpp qus¢iousness.tqureyolutionary politics.
Rather, its road lies through the creation of .a labor party vwhich, in its
initial stages williprobably,advqcaﬁe’a-prbgnamnof‘liberdl yeform,' Such a
party would nevertheless signify an evént’of tremendous impértance and revo-
lutionury implicatiohsé:the,polipical‘organizaxion~of.theﬁAmérican.workers
ac a class, Once siuch a party exists it will, of course, be the task of
cocialists to win it to socialism &nd to a militant socialist programe. . -

¢ . . : et

(9) Howevér,;the possibilities which have been opéné@ ﬁp.ﬁy the ‘events of -
the past tvo years are,  with the exception of the mass movement for Civil

Rights,:largely confihed to a smell séZnent of society., Particularly among
socialists and radicals,’ the impact of these events aas been great. In- the
future, the events which ‘today have such an effect. ~?pon. these groups will
reach-a broader’ stratum of american goélety. The task of regrouping and re- .

vitalizing the socialist movement is rnecessary if we are to be ‘capable of
playing an important role when this hew situation develops.. And teoday, such .

regroupment vould immediately strengthen socialist participation in the -

struzgle for Civil.Rights”now_qn:olding throughout the entire United States,' R

At this time, however, our mejor immediate task.centers about the socialist
mewement itselfe . ol F O S
(10) An exemple from the youth aréns illustrates this important point.. -
The erisis in world Stalinism has resulted in the dissolution of the Labor
Youth League. As a result, discussions and debates whicﬁijuld have been .
impessible two years-ago now take place. The Stalinists and their periphery
are no longser thé‘pole'cf_attraétién'thcy were.a short time ago in the stu~
dent sphere. DBut at the same time as' this ferment has devéloped among radi-
czl youth, the general decline of student political organizations, and, stu- . °
dent pathy have continucd. Similarly in the labor movermt, vhere the new T
opportunities for discussion and action emerged primarily among the advanced
workers, amens sccialists and Communists, but did not come as & broad move-
ment within the workingcless as & vhole.

\

11, REGROUPMEKRT

(11) We believe that the mcst effective means of regrouping the Americean
socialist movement is throush the creaticn of a new, broad, Debsian socialist
party. Ve favor uniting democratic sccialists of various tendencies on the
basis of a minimum commcn program of cormitment to democratic socialism and
opposition to both Stalinism and capitalisz. In terms of immediate politics,
guch a party would unitc & vide rance of democratic socialist opinion behind
gupport to democratic stru,cles everyvvhere in the world. 9
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(12) Such a party need not, and in fact in its early stages at least should n:st,
have a defined analysis of cepitalism or Stalinism, or many other theoretical
questions. Only in this way can it unite within one party reformists and revo-
lutionaries, those with some illusions about Stalinism and those with a gharo,
clear analysis of Stalinism, harxists and non-harzists, etc. ¥e would not puch

the party to adopt our analysis of Stalinism as the official position of the
orzenization, for example, because we hope thal individuals and groups will

be able to furction together while holding views vhich differ from ours. Thus,
such a party could legitixately contain members and tendencies who consider
Tussian societv as bureauc:atic collectivist, state capitalish, a degenerated
workers state, industrial feudalism, some %"bad! sort of socialism or just

plain Wtotalitarian." The preccndition for & healthy unity in this case would

be a willingness and a desire to support all struggles by the Russian and

satellite peoples for democracy and freedom, and an agreement that the Party

as & whole differentiate itself, clearly and uneguivocably, from any kind of
support to the Russian state. This does not mean that members and tendencies would
have to avoid controversial guestions within the unified party, but merely that
they should avoid asking the Farty to take a stand on thecretical issuss and con-
centrate instead on facing specific problems which confront the American social-
ist and labor movements. - ’

(13) In the general ferment in the radical world over unity, there have been

L; proposals for unity wvhich center around a regroupment limited to those with .
= illusions or fuzzy conceptions of Stalinism, and Communists whc have broken from
the Party or are in the process of doing so. Ve weject this orientations Given
our perspective of a broad, Debsian party, such a move would cut the socialist
:ovement off from thoseé whom it must attract: the advanced workers, the unaffil~
jated democratic socialists, the socialist-minded intellectuals. Among these
groups, and in america generally, any political organization which equivocates
on its oppocition to Stalinism cannot accomplish the task of revitalizing the
cocialist movement and of bringing socialisn to the workingclass again., At the
same time, we continue to seek discussion and debate with Communists and other
supporters or quasi-supporters of the Coumunist system, especially with those

of the Gates tendency. But we cannot orient tovard a unity in which their

:deas would dominate the movement. '

(14) We believe that the best way to attract people now breaking with the
Stalinist movement, and to Lring them to democratic socialism, is through the
creation of a democratic socialistAorganizatidnal alternztive; not through the
ettempt to build a half-way house between Staiinism and democracy. Ia that
context, we feel that "Stelinoid" unity is scif-defeating., in that it does not
offer a real alternative to those vhom it seexs to atiract- ‘

(15) 4as for the proposal of "revolutionary regroupment, " that is, the re-organi-
zation of the socialist movement on a revolutivnary prograr. ve regard this as

o futile sectarianism. The problem in America todsy i3 rot that of creating a
revolutionary party with a finished program; it is rather one of re.e¢ctablishing
the influencec of the most basic socialist ideas .- ideas vhica arc 1514 in common
by both revolutionary and reformist socialists - in the amezican woirkingclasse
Specifically, this means struggle to win the labor movement to independent
political action on its own behalf. C

" (16) Another alternative would be to call for a unity on the basis of our own
politics or an epproximation of them, But such a call,vhich amou ts actually to
& recruiting campaign, cannot today create the basis for a significant socialist
~ovement nor would it be the best means of taking advantage of the present
rezroupment ferment. : : P
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(.7) It is the broad Debsian party which, we feel, is the type of movement which
would be able to establisk itself as the voice of democratic socialism and which
wculd attract all those now seeking some new frameworke. This kind of party is
wlzted to the conditions of american society and in particular to the workingd
.iass. TFor given the fu damental nsture of the task which confronts us, ve
Jelieve that meny ideological differences, which in other periods are decisive,
~zn nov be subordinated to the common task of all democratic socialists. This

13 not to say that these differences are unimportant, or that they will disap-
pear., Far from it, the new party would offer a place for free and fraternal
debate within the framework of a united movement. : '

(18) But not only is the nature of this party rooted in american conditions,
the possibility of creating such an organization derives from the actual

events of the past two years, discussed earlier. These events have created

a ferment among socizlists, a general concern for regroupment. The type of
party which we have described would answer this concern in a positive and hope-
ful way by attracting the members of existing orzanizations, as well as appeal-
ing to the many unaffiliated socialists in the workingeclass and among the
intellectuals. It could serve also as a pole of attraction for those who
hitherto have been won to the Communist Party upon breaking with capitallst
jdeology. It would create a fresh stert for American socialisme

111, UNITY

(19) 4as a step in the direction of creating such a party, we call for unity
between the YSL, the Indepmdent Socialist League, and the Socialist Party-
Social Democratic Federatione -

(> 0) For & series of reatons, the SP-SDF is the best framework for regroupment,
+t ig identified in the eyes of the more advanced public as the general party
of socialism, as the inheritor of the tradition of Debs. Secondly, it is not
tainted by former ties with Stalinism; its compromises and illusions about
cepitalist society, hovever distateful they are to us and however dangerous ve
wey feel them eventually to be, do not compromise it in the eyes of the American
woricinselass which we seek to influence. Even for the other sects, the SP-SDF
nas zdvantages since it is the only sect vhose existance hasn't largely been
jgentified with its particular and unique analysis of Russian society, a
question which has played a major role in separating the sects in the past
period. It has contained pacifists, iarxists, non-ikarxists, etc., and as a
result it is not identified with any hard and fast thecry on a vholeseries
of questions. These are some of the factors which give it its opportunity
in the present situation. :

(21) Whilethe exact details of any unity between the YSL, the ISL and the
SP-SD¥ would bave to be morked out through negotiation, the YSL does not make
chanzes in the program or leadership of the SP-SDF a precondition for affilia-
tion. On the contrary, it is ready to unite with the Socialist Party as it
stands todcv. 4And neither are we proposing a u ity between ourselfes and

a scction of the SP-SDF. Ve want a unity between the YSL, the I5L and the
entire SP-3DF. These conceptions follow from our basic notion that this
unity would be the first step in the direction of creating a Debsian party of
socialism, and of seeking to establish an organizational focus for democratic
socinlist unitye _ ‘

IV, YOUTh ASPZCTS OF UNITY - .

(22) Our ovn purticipation in this development hcever, requires further
clarificntion, since we are a youth organization—the largest, if not the
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only nation-wide socialist youth group presently in existence. The role of the
YSL in such a unification will therefore be different from that of the ISL, for
example. In proposing uni ty between itself and the SP-SDF. tae ISL proposes
the cereation of a single united organization out of the iv~ pariiclipants. Our
porposal, on the other hand, does not constitute a call for the establishment
of a single organization out of the three participagnts.

(23) By calling for merger of the YSL, ISL and SP-SDF, the YSL states that
it favor unity between the ISL and the SP-SDF, and that it desire to constitute

T or participate in constituting the youth affiliate of the united socialist

organization. thile we do not know exactly how this will come about, we stand
ready to merge with the YPSL, or to participsate i1 any other vay in the demo-

" eratic formation of a youth organization affiliated to the party or organization

which would result from the unity of the SP-SDF. Ve ere for the unity of all
young socialists into such a youth affiliate of a regrouped and reunited social~-
ist movement, for we believe that all the arguments in favor of socialist re-
groupment in general, and those dealing with the unity of the ISL and SP-SDF
in particular, apply with equal force to the student and youth'communitiés.
(24) The YSL is not presently the youth affiliate of any soci iﬁﬁganization
or party; being-an independent organization our relationship with the ISL
consists of fraternal ties, as opposed to direct organizational relations. Ve
favor, however, the participation of the YSL, or any broad democratic socialist
youth group vhich the YSL would help to create, in a general sociallst unifice-
tion on the basis of youth affiliate status. The reasons for this are to be
found in the reasons for the present organizational independent of the YSL,

end in the difference between the present situation, and the one that would be
created by unity between the ISL and the SP-SDF.

(25) The YSL was organized on the basis of the merger of two different ten-
dencies, one of which had been the youth group of the ISL, and the other of
which came from the Socialist Party. Vhile expressing its fraternal relation-
ship with the ISL, the YSL did not wish to be the youth £filiate of an adult
tendency vhich constituted only one of the elements comprising the YSL. The
unification of the ISL and SP=SDF would bring together the two tendencies

which joined to create the YSL, and therefore eliminate this reason for inde-
pendence. Secondly, the YSL wished to be an independent organization because

it conceived of itself, and still conceives ofitself, as a broad socialist
youth group existing under conditions vhere the socialist movement was divided
into'different socialist sects. Under conditions vhere the different demo-
cratic socialist groups and tendencies merge to create a broad, Debsian socialist
movement, the adult socialist movement will itself have the character that we
wished the YSL to have, and affiliation of a youth organization will contridute
to, rather than De an obstacle to this kind of socialist youth organization.

At the time of its founding, the YSL pointed out that it did not favor independ-
ence of socialist youth organizations in gemeral, that indeed, it was against
the concept of & "youth party," but that it was to be an independent organiza~
tion because of existing conditions. The removal of these conditions would re-
move the desireability and necessity of our independent status. ’

(26) Thile standing for affiliation to a united organization resulting from the -
merger of the ISL and SP-SIF, we favor the greatest possible autonomy for such
an affiliated organiz.tion, and for democratic relationships between the youth
organization and the adult socialist organization. . .

{27) The YSL has an especially important role to play on the youth field in the
various developments toward socialist regroupment-~since it is the largest,
perhaps the only nation-vide sociclist youth organization in the United Statese
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it can be'a focal point in assembling all democratic socialist youth into a

r= -rouped-and wilted socialist movement. Ve call upon all young focialists to
jrin with us-in this task and stand ready to unite with all demorvatic socialist
.-cath tendencies, before, at the same time, or after unity takes place on the
acult level, vhere such unification is in keeping with our general perspective

on socialist regroupment in the United States. :
v: THE ROLE GF THE INDEPENDENT SOCIALiST TENﬁENCY _ :

28) We have, as a political tendency, basic pelitical differences with the SP-~SDF,
er disagreements on american imperialism, academic freedom, anc other questions
“re well known. They would continue to exist after unity. But these issues, we
celieve, are not immediately deciwive in terms of organization end should mot pre-
clude common membership and commcn acticn. It should be emphasi«ad; of course,
that & democratic internal party structure id necessary to this conception of
wnity, and that the right of various poiats 6f viev to express themselves .
wculd be guaranteed., The unification of the YSL, the ISL -and the SP<SDF as we .
conceive 1t, is a move away from sectarian rivalry, but not a supression of '
differencese o ' - : . T o
(29) -.We seek to maintain end to augment our own political tendency, /e seek
to do-this hovever in such a way as to also build a broad socialist party, con~
taining many with whom we disagree, and! to attract new recruits to the cause ' '

. of socialism. Unity cannot be based on the abdication of political identity

on the part of various tendencies; it must rest upon a willinghess to have & -
democratic co-existance of tendencies. ie will continue to advocate our third
camp ideas and our revolutionary interpretation of soclalism; but we deny that .
e sectarian organization is any longer the best means for their expression. We
fcel that the time has come vhen the division of.the american socialist move=
r-nt into relctively homogeneous bodies can fruitfully give way to a new type

0 organization vhich will be better able to deal with the primery tasks of

- &ll smerican socialistss ' _ L. ‘

=0) For-us, the unity of the YL, the ISL and the SP-SDF will be & tremendons
~ep forward. ‘e hope for and ve viork for such an eventuality. -If it does
act take place, a ro:l opportunity will have been lost to iamerican socialism,
~t that will not chunge our general orientation toward. socialist unity. "For
i7 it does not begin today, through the tvpe of unity we advocate, then it will
telre” place tomorrow 'ithin the labor party. It vould be & very real setback’
17 the immediats possibilities are not actualized, but that does not change

ou:r general perspective, nor will it lessen our efforts to recruit young pedple

" .

tc the soeialist cause in gencral and to our own tendency - in particular.

1 o~

VI. SUMLARY“ , ' . _ e

(31) Thus, tae orientdtion of americzn socialists today: We live in a time

of transition, of limited possibilities developing out of the international ~ ' N
and domestic situation. The primery task faclng the american workingclass -
today is the creation of a labvor party, and ve define our work in relation' to
this fact. We seek to regrcup and revitalize the socialist hovement, ‘8o that

it may prepare itself for the mere for--reacking changes which are to come.

Today, a whole series of Iuctors indic:te that the best way to do this is:
through the creation of a brozd, Debsiun party of socialism. - The unity of ‘

L the YSL, the ISL and the SP-5DF weuld ve a step in this direction, vith the

. YSL constitutine either part of, or the youth affiliate of such a united

organization. 783




(22) e reaffirm our political program. But today, ve believe that our
program, as well as the socialist movem~nt as a whole, is best served by
our perticipation in a broad socialist movement, Thus we call for the
unification of the various temiencies on the basis of a minimal, democratic
socialist program; we call for the unification of the YSL, the ISL and the
SP-SDF as & step in this direction.

(33) We look toward a new beginning. Ve have no illusions that a great, mass
socialist movement will suddenly spring into existence. Yet, we see possi-
bilities, an opening in american society brought about by a range of

specific events; we call for a turn of the american socialist movemnt; away
from its isolation, toward the american workingclass and the job of building

a labor partye.

Draft Rgsolution on American Perspectives.

Passed by the National action Committee of the YSL.
For presentation to the Convention of July 1-3, 1957
Vote of the NaC (karch 19, 1957)

For: WH, M, AL, GR, ST Agst; TV



Suggested lotion of Implementation
of Convention Unity Resolution -

by Bogdan Denitch, Don Harris, Debbie heler,

Agide from passing & resolution on the Whole quesbion of regroupment and the
YSL's perspectives regarding unity, the coming YSL convention will be passing
& motion specifically authorizing the NaC to implement this resolutisen. Ve
agree in general with the Draft Resolution.contained in this Bulletin and
passed by the majority of the NAC (with reservations and amendments here and
there), ard feel that tbe following suggested motion for implementation 15 coue
sistent with the views spelled out in the. Resolution (See particularly Szction
1II of the Resolution on youta regroupment). It would be irpossible at %uls
time to draft any kind of final, conclusive motion since much may happen hetween
now and the convention which will effect the ekact nature of this motion. How-
ever we submit the following suggested motion for the consideration of the mem-
bership in the hope.that (1) it will clarifv the type of youth unity and affilia~
tion which. we have in mind and (2) it Wlll elicit. suggestions and criticisms
from cther supporters of the general unity pr(pooitlon and therefore help to
clarify some of the problems. The final sectiun, Foint 8, of this motion -
is particularly tentative in nzture, and was throm together rapxdlv in the
hope that it will: stimulate dlscussion.' o

s

woﬁfom.'

On the basis of the previousty adopted Resolution oh Persﬁectives for American
Socialists, this Convention of the YSL authorizes the NaC to undertake the
following concrete steps if and when they are appropriate:

1. The NiC as a whole or any body or individual thereof is authorized to
conduct discussions or negotiations with any commisssion, committee or represen~
tative of the SP-SDF Or of the YPSL. The NAC shull attempt to keep its negotia~
ting body as broadly representatlve as pcssible.

2. &t these dlscusslons or negotlatlons the representatlves of the YSL shall
attempt to seek an understanding and an agreemnnt regardlng the terms of unifi-
cation andfor affiliation. The YSL representatives shall seek to esiablish
(a) that all members anc tendencies of the newly created ycuth orgenization shall
have the fullest democratic rights of exprzssion, discussion and representation,
(b) that the YSL shall be adequately represented on all levels of the new youth
organization, (c) that the youtn affiliate woall have as mach autonomy as
possible and shall be affilizted in a maunsr in keeping with the best . democratic
concepts and in keeping with the development of the youth m-ubsrship's full
capacities] (d) that the program of the organization shall %e determined by
a democratic Convention of the elements inv-.ved, and (e) that the nevw youth
organization shall have a unity convention 26 soon as possible.

3. The reprcsentatives of the YSL shall also make clear in these discussions
the nature of our goals and orientation in terms of the type of organization we
scek to create in america today and the reasons why we seek this, so that all
the parties invclved shall have a clear and frank understanding of each others
views and perspectives.

4, The representatives of the YSL shall then be authorized to negotiate for
specific terms of unity and/or affiliation.

5. Vhen the HaC arrives at terms which are satisfactory to it, it shall
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inform all members of the YSL of these agreed upon terms 1mmediately so that
they can be discussed by the membership as a whole. -

6. The NAC ghall call for an NEC Plenum in order to arrive at a final
decision after a proper period for discussion and consideration.

7. The NEC ghall then be authorized, by a 2/3 vote, to accept or reject
these terms and agreements’ regarding the future status of the YL, unless
a regular call for a Special Convention or Refersndum is mad~ In avder to
ratify the NEC decision, in which case & simpi+ majority ¢t <2’ -ouvention
or refersndum will be required to ratify the i decision.

€. .The NAC is also authorized to discuss anld negotiate with a'y other
youth groups fur their participation, ‘as an organized tendency or as individuals
in the YSL. The NAC shall, of course, keep in mind the general overall unity
perspectives outlined in the YSL Convention Resolution as critéria for (1)
inviting and (2) conducting such discussions. Since our major orientation is
for a unification of the ISL-SP to create a broad all-inclusive Debsian party.
with the YdL playing the decisive role in creating its youth affiliate, it
naturally follows that the NAC is NOT authorized to engage in unity and
regroupment activities contrary to such an orientation, or to consider unity '
or merger with groups unalterably opposed to such a perspective. In so
far ag such discussions and negotiations are in keeping with our major
orientation and require also no changes in the YSL program, organization
and affiliations, the NAC is authorized to negotiate terms and conditions
with the assent of only a majority of the NEC. In such cases where program-
matie, organizational. etc. changes would be involved
5 an early convention or referendum to raify such changes and
to consummate such a unity shall be required.

## -

* A spelling out of the type of youth autonomy which we might
. consider fitting will be included in the next issue of .the
YSR, in an article by Bogdan Denitch (which was submitted

for this issue, and lost by the editor!).
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FOR A FEALISTIC aND INCLUSIVE ATTITUDE ON SOCIALIST RaGROUPMENT' Iend I1
{( Part 1 vritten ¥=b. au Part II on karch 21)

By Charles ialker

Part I: Feb. 24, 1957

The most important and pressing prcblem currentlv confrontinp the radiesnl
‘movement in -merica is obviously, and by wlde agresren, *he cocrplexities in-
volved under the heading of "socialist regronpnant.T LU ctler pesblems are

viewved thrzugn this glass, insofar as thev Tacson v o SNl tr Llatded in
~a Triure unised orgaudzation, vhat kind ¢l e.iivitles shoi’ s v Tnorzod iny o
and wtzi kiua of a prog ressive minimum Prorvam San SEM i L. s - e herogonhe

, eous ﬁn*invﬂ*'talwss c;em n4Se

‘Qg&',,‘

. The direct cause of this 'unitv ia ia the air" feeling 4° ¢f crurse, the

‘ revolutionaﬂv struggles unler Staliniem - preceded by tre V;ugha%a« trevela~
tions” -- ana arising therefrom the growing Ceep fissvrice Lo ihe —old Come

. munj st movement. Naturally the decomposition of this ncveuza’ oizacs at
diffe-ent . tempi in different »wun“ries. end the exact depsa wi wie crisis vill
not be the sume everyvhere," TJu, ia the JaSe.and Fritein, . vio visess is

', more fierce and deeper, while-in nsia fie sttuatlon seame iess.a. ¥3nted,

hoveVer, vie have by no mean: cone to th=z end )4 shis oo \a~<, ent wa will
h. ve to formulate new tactics ard’ ‘stratasis: Xor Ceallan Wil ccv P1nll
share 1n these developments asg time goes lv »

Q*****

In this country, the most fruitful and considered attitude toward socialist
regroupment was first broached in the Ypropu aa Statement on Policy" of the
Political Committee of the Independent Sociu!ist League in December, 1956.
I suy this despite serious reservations, to te outlined below, vith certain
parts of that docuuent, particularlv, tho<e sections dealing with Socialiat
Partv~IbL unity, . . . .

I confess that I was‘most pleasantlv surprisedtﬁv fhe fleiibilitv and creat-
iveness invelved in the heart of that statement, Folloving this, and spel- -
ling it out further, vas the excellent Benson pemphlet on the CP.

That is, at this time, we are for & brecd, inclusive, Debsian socialist move-
ment, which will permit varidus socialist tendencies to exist inside it, and
vhich cun solve the present problems of socialiem in the U.S. That on the
Russian question, despite theoretical discgreements, there must be a support
of democratic struggles of that population, and that it is lmpossihle $o
identify publicly ssia as a “socialist" country, if the nev united sociclist
movement is t: get a hearing among the american woricing class, That there
vill be wide autonomy within the group for various tendeacies, and the hold -
ing in abeyance of "solving" theoretical differences - ez splitting, Thatl
guch a new socialis® movement must seek to intervene in the strugzles of the’
smerican woriins class, the Negro movement, etc., and create a prog.em aimed
at lezding it toward socialism vis a successful pushlng of the c;ass struggle
to its logical conclusions. ,

gk Rk

Whe would make up the original membership of this new socialist movement?
Precisely those exicting persons vho now look upon themselves as soclalists

of one ikind or another, vhether in organizations today or not. kore speci-
fically, the present IsL, SwP, SP-S5DF, Cochranites, Sweezyites, Dissentites,
Socialist pacifists around Liberation, some present Gatesites still in -8
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the CP, and - moct important nunerically - the more recent ex~-CFers, vhether in
various forum groups tcday, or simply on vacations
Do we disagree on this brozd perspective? Probadbly not. ZEven the S.P leadership,
vhich wanted to exclude the Iil ‘and 3P from this regroupuent at first (see:
"Internsticnal Socialist Reviewd £gll 1956, See: Farrel DoLbs at the Diccursion
Forum syvsuposiwa "Can the Left Unite?" Jan 1, 1957 in Y, etc), does not express
itself so urmeqguivocably on that score anymore. True, they didn't vant to "destroy"
the ISL or 8P, it vas said, bui there vere limits to unity, veren'itherc?

3

I still say — and I veigh my vords carefuii& - that the S P is most ambiguous

-~ on the question of "accepting" the IsL or SP-3DF in regroupnent. In the Feb, 11

militant, the S.P proposes to discuss its progran for regroupment, which is ail
to tﬂg—gbod, Lowever, within this prograr, we egain come tc the old chestnut of
¥(4) The defense of the economic and social conguests of the Soviet bloc... e
stand for the defcnse of those conquests azzinst the i.perialist drive to ligqui~

date then.!

Does this mean th.t the National Committee of the S.P is in sitple agreement with
the view of the Senson paupnlet (p. 36): Mihere is no socizlict vorth - of the
name, &and ve inovw of none, who sug.ests that the achieveument of derocratic social-
ism in Russia requires the denationelizubtion of industry and the conversion of the
means of production into the priv:ite property of capitalists, That would be as
absurd as it would be reactionury. Wwhat is required is democr.cy." I think

that this is not vhat the S.P has in mind, since its original line of regroup—
ment based upon "defnese of the soviet union! was specifically designed to

exclude the IGL and SP. I O iuallD 70 KitO. FROW THOSE FINDING rFaVOR .ITH THE

SWP!S APPROaCh T0 UNITY, WELThua OR NOT ThE SwP WILL 4CCLPT TiE ISL »ND THE

SP-S0F IN a BROAD BRGRUUPHENTS I feel that such comrades simoly don't kmow

the S.P's official attitude on this subject, and: therefor want to bass i§'~

> by rather than embarass the S.P within.the Yhird Cawp and ex-CP circles

-(exclucing the SP for o woment),

> There are several other cricisms that could be Lude of the S.FP!'s arproach to-

vard resroupment, in particul.r their insistence upon the terminolosy .common
to the CP and Trotsiyist trzuition -~ and because common, given a perverted

and negative meaning in the minds of CPers who hav- broven, and who ere, after
2ll, the 'bis fish in regrowpment today. The insistence upon.a "Leninist—

type parfy™ is a good example of thise {
Hovever, what is most important at. this stage, is an explicit avoval of the
change from their earlier view in the aSR and the Forum discussion, if in

fact, therc Li:s been a change! To unyvone “ho has follored their pProgress

at all on this question, the preseunt stance seems to be mereily a soft state-
ment of the S.Pls original viewpoint, desisned to be more ¢ppealing, but the
same aniizl when pinned. to the grougd after vrestlin; with the new'germinology.

ol ok

So ruch for a critique of the S P. .hat about the IiL and Y3L leading cor—
mittee's wovroach tovard regroupment as examined more closely as it unfolded:

(1) I vas opposed at the time, and rewain opposed to the uncritical endorse-
nent of the 5P in the 1YH0 elections, as an opportunistic approach teward
IoL—3C uud tie . St

(2) Lore pertinently, and cn the larger question, I do not .think that bi-
laterzl attitude tovird waity on the part of the I5L-YSL--SP would best

foster pre ress tow o¢ brouder rezroupment, vherein I an quite silling to
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1
accept the SP-oDF as a legitinmcte and necessary part.

(3) The canonizution of the SP as the self-procleined "vanmuard" in regroup—
ment, and as the only force cezpable of affectin; this chinge, has had 2 dele-
terious effect upon the Yol-Iol in terus of fostering a mild (as vet) ideolog-
ical st.oupede tovard entrism; or dissolution of these srouns ithin hhe SP

by the action of members simply Jjoining as individuals. This 41l lezd tovard
further deumoraliz.tion as it becoues apparent that the SP is oppoced %o any
irmediate or quicr untv with the IdL—YoL,

(W) The correct attitude toward regroupment must be that of rultilateral
negotiations anong the various orgunizations, including the ex-CPers and
Gatesites still in the CP, to establish the climzte for unitv. Even if ve
expected the oP-0DF to play a cruciul role here, preliminary negotiticas
with other tendencies aired ot realizing the kind of orgenizeation menuuoned
above, would be an iuportant pressure. aroneg the SP-uDF acv1v1sts and the less
rlbld lehde's tovard broadening unitv neeotlatlonso;

(5) 1t is not excluded that should.the“bP—bDF procrastinate indefinifély on
broad regroupment, that other forces wizht go ahead after a time. -hile
this is an important strategic matter, and one to be ‘eighed heavily before
act‘on is taken, "it is quite possible thet such partial steps might be

taizen — provided the door is curefully left open for furthe: re-unific. .tion.
sven the Iol-5 P unity — on the proper basis ~ can be progressive., Likewvise
for unity with the Cochranites, sweeziitves, Disscnt-ites, elc,

ETTTE LN
In the me«ntime, while problems in orientation are being discussed, it is
naturally ess~ntial that we establish contact with 11 of these groups, and
in pirticul.r vith the .ex~CPers anu fellow travellers now in or . zround forum
‘groups or simply hanging together as individuals. The letter are by no o
means forzen in their developnent and will respond to further world events
- especlgllv to strubbles in the uommuulst domlngted countriese-.

Oyptside of our actlve p. rt101pation in all these forums, and numerous talr
with smaller circles, we can perhups go & step further in crystalllz1n~
their development towerd a wmilitznt wemocratic socialisme .e can propose
ad hoc couwuittees of indaivicuals, sa;, to demonstr.te in favor of the

vorkers in hungery and7or Poland, given a new upsurge in these coumiries
by the wvoriking class, combined with repression from abovee.

e e e o ok 3

This brief statement, dashed off in ua hurry, is certainly not a cormplete
approach to all the problems involved in regroucment today, I would like
to hear what other have to say — in perticular those sympathetic to the
views of the NaC m.jority (and the PC) on the one hand, and to the S.P

on the other. In this way the “iscuscion will be raised from its earlier
level of dari suspicions and organizational has=les., Fovever, I am optim-
istic that in spite of the opportunistic approach of the ISL on the SP
question, and the S P's facing the future with its rump, that the current
toverd unity will continue unabated. But my object is not to say hurrah
for mistakes - because tiev will probably not prove fatal, Rather, I would
suy, let us think throush the p roblews involved, minimize our mistakes
anG those oi our sociclist comrades in other organizztions, and get on
vith the business of recreating a viuble, militant socialist movement in
the United otatess.

See next page for Part II, postscript
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SOCIALIST RZGROUPWENT: II (by Charles Valker)

Part II: March 21, 1957

The above article no longer represents thé views of this writer, but may be of
interest to YSL'ers in terms of thought developing in the BaY AREA until recent
tires. : N - .

At precent — following more complete expocsition of the Shachtman vierpoint on
regroupment — my position could be summarized as follews: .

1., & democratic uvnity with the SP-SDF, permitting full ezpression of Third
Canp viewvs, is both politically permirsible and promising ia terms of a broader
regroupment picture. This would be incorrect as.-a simple numerical addition

of ISL, YSL .and SP-SDF. C o . L ST TR

2, There neseds to be more discussion:of what is contémplated,plus more of a
.eritical but temperate, evaluation of the SP-SDF (viz, The Benson article in
the current Labor agtion)e. ; - . o ’ T

3. Vhether unity as seen above is possible at this time isvproblemafical; 1
myself, am more Goubtful than some other comrades. however, we dc¢ not stand ’
to lose anything by posing our peint of view as a definite proposal to the
broad radical movements - . . o I ool o

4, Such a proposal — by its ventur.esomeness - stands in parked and favor-
able contrast to the hidebound position of the S\WP, the latter,aegirin;‘oniv
recruitment. The leading Berkeley "Left Wing" spokesmen agreés that tgé )
S\P does have only a recruitmen} perspective, masquarading,as;“fégroupmeﬁt;ﬂ
but supports that perspective as the only practical policy. I disagree .
with this perspective. - - e : L ,

“rme
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For 2 Continuation of the Revolutionary Course (II) 16

A political crisis has developed in the mest months in the Y.D.L.
The most serious aspect of this crisis is tkat it hos become necessary
for comrades to divert precious organizational time to internal polemics
end faction-fishting, “uch a diversion, and censequent lessening of at-
tention to building the YSLY if contirnued, will lead, as it has in other
le”t sects, to increasing concern with internal politics, ending in &
vicious circle of lesrening attention to the outside world, more attention
to internalization and secterianization, The origin for this serisus dec-
velopment lies with the Right leadership (realizing of ccurse tiat there zave
differences even within it, but lumplnv it together for general nolitical
'purvoses) and ivs fantastic over-optimism as to petentials for the rebuild-
ing of the Americal left, esmecially in the direction of the social-demo-
cracy. Cne of the reasons for the present confusion in our ran!:s, which
o will, I thinl:, give rise to the only progressive thing to come out of it,
i is tne abysmal lack of socialist education which the Right leadership has
g given us. The present crisis, vhile serious in cutting dovn external de~
velopment, will at the same time hammer socialist education into our members
during the course of the actual internal struggle. . It is for this reason
among others that I accept the call to Joih in our internal strug:le at
~this time, and align myself, in a certain, well~defined sense, with those
forces wio are opnosed to a continvation of the development towards the
social—democr“CJ at this time, and who sincerelr oelleve in the slogsn.
"Build the Y.S,L."

kY
i

But the crisis only originated, and wvas not developed to its wresent

state, by the Right leadership, It wes fomented to its crisisbitch by

the call of the so-called "lefi! for the formation of a "Left Caucus, " and

its publication of a Bulletin., The leaders of this caucus believe that the
" present course of the Rizht "calls into question the continued evistence of

the Y3L 2s an indevendent organization of revolutionary socinlist youth.®

In the manner and theoretical orizins that the "left" leaders are conducting
their polemic I sece the full development of the crisis, for which they must
accent resnmonsibility. I shall clarify this point, on the basis of which

I refuse to Jjoin their bloc, later in this article,

l. Wy~ tne Right is right in theory.ee

Ho-one has characterized the social-democracy better than Shachtman:
ie do not difier from tie Socin) Democrats because they are for democracy
s the road te socielism,..We differ with them because of their belief
in the groving democratigetion of canitalism, It is an illusion. Ve dif-
fer wvith them because ¢f their belief in the collaboration between clas-
ses which are irreconcilable,..because of their own bureaucratic regime
and metlods,,.because of their ovm not-very-well concealed contemnt for
the worlers, because of their own resistance to the comlete 1ndenendence
and self-relisnce of the worliing class,..because, bating Stalinism withrout
understonding it, they onsose it by tolerating and even urging the subordi-
notion of the working clacs to the doomed and dying capita11st regime. ihat
is the particular contribution which the Social Uermocrats meke to the new
borbarism} It is tiis very wolicy cf reconcilistion with canitalism instead
of uOCLallot struggle a a2inst it that has made possible the rise of Stalin-
ism ani its victories. The vorkers neeld a lifebuoy to carry them out of
denger from the fourndering ship of capitalism and the Social Democrats throw

(%

then the ancher," (I'I, May—June 1950, p. 143)
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A nd yet, we know from the evporiencs of forty years of left sects in
America that we connot pose a successful ‘alternative to capitalism until
such & time as the working class has been convinced of the correctness of

‘our ‘democratic socialist alternative by its ovm experience, The creation

of socialist consciousness can come only in connection with years of prac-
tical activity in the workers? struggles, To dicmiss collaboration, wunder

" all conditions, with social-derocracy is secterian; it leads to a utopian
- wiew of the achievement of sociaiism such as that of the Socialist Labor

Party., Their view is that there will be no socialism until the woirkers

“have cone (by means of correct education, not during the course of Gay-

to-dzy struggle, which is rejected as froformistht) to the idze of ite

: Sc1ent1110 socizlists, on the other hand, believe in workin; wherever the

ses ars to be found, wherever it is possible to vewk with dynemic forces

,(note that this eliminates the criticism “but wnet abou$ the Temocrstic

Party or the Cathwlic Church? That!s where the messes ‘arc...M"); it is our

~task to convince, in Iéninfs words, the backward (i-e. as yet un-clase=con-
- seious) elements, and not to fencs ourselves off frem them by artificial
“and childish "left" slogars. ‘To refuse to compromise with even temporary

and vaciliating allies, to refuse *x xx in edvance the stretching out of

a hand to .leftwvard moving elements, to refuse to take sdvantage of even the
smallest opportunity of gaining a mass ally, is playing directly into the
Hands of the dburezucratic and antl-socla‘ist leaders of thesec leftward-
moving elsments, When a gradual shift of the workers to .the left: occurs,
it becoues necessary to sirengthen at P1rst the intermediate parties, i.e.

“"the social-democrats between the capitzlists and ourselves. In fact it is

our duty to find compromises between ourselves and tlhe lelft elements in
ach 2 movement in such a way that it would facilitate the unification of
thcse elements with us ard at the s2ms time leave us free for the political

Strlgﬁ)ﬁ aga:wob the ovnortunls» rlght»t;ng,oi such a movemeat.

This v*ewno:nt is essentially that of Lenin as presented in "left—

" Wing Communism, an Infantile Disorder,“ wilch I recor:zend for the eritical

reading of all comrades, &S Lenin put it, "It is true thet (the Lebor-
Party typs politiciar) is hopelessly reactionary...that they want to rule
on the old bourgesis lines, and that when they do get into power they vill
infallivly belave like the Scheidemanns and Noskes. .But it by ro means
follows that to support them is treachery to the revolution...what wndouabt-
edly follows is that (we) should participate in parliamentary actiones.
help the masses of the workers.to see the results of a Hernderson and Snov-
den governrent in prac iCPOu.nqu the Hendeérsons and Snowlens to defeat
Llcyd George and Churchill combineds To act Obher“S° would msan placing
difficulties in the way of {he revolution; for rbVO;ufloﬂ is iupossidle
without a change in the views or the maaoritj of the voriing class, and

this change is brought about by the’ polit;cal experiencé of the masses,

and never by propagenda a10nea"

. Thusldennnc'ations Of moving toward the social-~-democracy are seen in
better light; Comrade Shane's !regroupment® of American socialists is, by
its fantastically Weorrect! bases, in the game class with those who wers
criticized by Leain in Ce*many. iThe oxly (onlys) condition‘of membership

(in the pure Workers Union in Germany)e..will be recognition of the Soviet
system and the diciz torshlp'll" Shane's conditions are even more Mleft:!

t,eea no less uneguivocal democratic conception of soc;al‘sm.o.A clear
break with the Stalinist bureducracy...formation of a'Labvor Partj...supncrt
of all (note: all.M.0.) colonial revolutionary movements..." (e can dehate
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later on whether the Stalinisteled ones fall into that cotegoiyess)e

What do these concepts mesn in terms of leftward moving Workers who misk
be in the cucial-democracy? It means we hold up our kends, as the Canndn-
1tes have done to Cates iIn,the C.2.~USA and s po, yoa are not purs

eno g; Lor us, g0 hack whr.ca you came frome Cu*eo has done so, The vlii-
mate end of this kind of tactic 1s the prevanmon oY a lubor Tarty becausa
1% will be by no means pure, an end to whaich even those consistent foes

of social-Cemocratic capiiulaticn to capitalism, the Cwnnom.tes » will
ag:'ea {0,

26 eeabut wrong in pra_ctice, (Or: The Wel 1-Mravelel Road)
But e e"en Tonfa was not as opportunistic =s owr Right leaders,
Let vs ccrmpromise with $he € nowdens ard Hen Jercons, said lenin, bul-
Hoonlel vs retain cozmiese literty (emprzsic Ve Tedc) of agi tation; rwo-
'oagandc. and political acthty, Without the lattex condition, of course,
such bloc can be concluded for it would be treachory; ths British
0 omrunists (in 1920=i4,0,) musi ebsolutely incist cn end sccure cemplete
1liberiy to expose the Hendersons and the Sioudens the sare way as {for
18 yearc, 1903-1917) the Russian Bolshevilks insisted on and secured it in
ralation to the Russian Hendersons and Snowdens, iseo, the Kensheviks.!
If the soclal-democracy does not agree to such terms, democratic terms
in ebgence, they stend exposed, This is ex ctly what Comrado Henry and I
s24d in the Jan, 1%E7 YSi when we w"ote (ia For a Coniimwuiion of the
Revolutionary Course, part 1)
iThis is not to say, of course, tlat we cannot ally ourselves
with social-democrats, (or wlsh Bolslsviks) on specific issues,
as long as we ¢o sv as an ovganlzation with an open, well-dcfined
prog:am, accepied as such by {he other groups, or as individualss
renly accopied as socialists, asd not masquorading as liberals,
Ue work for such all:.ances, remasbering all the time that their
'p‘t...’i‘ »0e8 1s not to bring in socialism, dut 1) to achieve the spe-
iTic grals aimed at, and 2) by so doing to advance the counscious-
ness of our allies and those with whom such an alliance cones
into contact,.®

One no%es here, in the first place, that unification is undertairen
only in a certain waye Thae "laft9 caucus has auply Qocumented low the
R ight leadership ¥as net undertaken the current raneuver in that way at
all and has, in fact w 'boot.L}r'ked" Or worse., I agree with the ¥ left"
on this, and do not go iato “hat question any furthere Tke sccond imporie
ent point is that one Lndertakes, if one listens to ILenin at all with a
cxltical ear, such uaification only wder certain conditicase Not wiliy=
nilly, hslter-ckelter, opportunistically. Are these conditions present row?
Agzin the Blefi" las adejuately demonstrated thait they are note 4 s ,
Corrade Shane puts it, P,..0ne must be at times willing to compromise oxm's
complste program In order to rove a lefiward-moving tendency further to
the left.% Of courss Shane hinself has never seen the need to do this
witn his program; nevertheless the point that you dor?t cowpromise with
with a tend mcy which is moving to the right, thus help:mg it move fur-
ther to the right, is abs olutely correct,
Let us examine Just how the social-democrats are moving further
to the right, First, Comrade Frank is quite right is saying trat the 528
5D? program will not ¥criticize the existing political system forcefully
andi concretely enough to ellcit a demand for a labor 'partv." It is above
cil for tkat reason thet now, in C omrade Srachiman's words, the social-
denocracy is indeed an anchor, not a lifebouy. Secondly, the #lef N
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leaders are correct in pointing out trat the State T partment orientation
cf the SP~SDF is eractly putting us in the pos:tion of, when going to the
Stelinists, asking them to give up the "one decent politiczl attribute thoy
have," that is, anti-capitalism, Of course the "lefi{s" are just as bad in
going to the St=linists, but of that more Jater. K

Let us compare a few dccuments, over the years, to see where the So-
clalist Party, USA, is érifting to. In 1950, seven years ago, the Liber—
tarians declared, in a lsiter to an ST contect, "ycu have tried %o tuild a
Lefi~ing in the party for six years yet today you are just where you siar-
: ted or probably even a little worse off because many who fermerly CO~0PE L=
¢ ted with you huve quit the party in diszuste..(Note that, Comrade McZey-

' rolds, That puts it back to 19443-~M.0,)For several menths our members and
“friends hzd been roporiing to us that your (SP) Loftict associates arcind
<the country had been telling them to watch the corver.tion, intimating,o.,

thet something favorable to the Left was coring out of it." (Sound fami-

liar, Comrade lcReynoldsi) What great progress has been made in seven

years! Unity with the SIT} B

Let's move on a 'few yecrs, to the winier of 1952-53: iIThis campaien
(fall '£2) proves once and for all the complete idioc¢y of compronising
with the right wing, (in the sp~iic0.) After fighting hard to make sure
that no third canp platform was adopted...the risht wing,e..withirew from
the campaign, left tre party or (without leaving the party) becked the
Stevenson campaign, This orly strengthens our opinion that these neople
a re waiting for the first opportunity to liquidate the S2." Fursher,
iTi:e SP's present negotiations (with the SIF) are a disaster-—the SDF is
by no stretch of the imagination a sccialist organization, Thoeir 'scciclicm!
is anti~S%alinisn, their stend on civil liberties and war is inconsistent
with democratic socialirm or democracy itseif,® Your prediction of liqui-
dztion czme true, Comrade Denitche And now we are asked to unify with tae
liquidators (politiczl liquidators only-—oiher times, other tactics) and I
do not see any of tho proposers even blushing. '

... Comrade Cakill wrote, in the same Winter 152-53 YER (then the Tipsel
orcan), e are not mexbers of the SP because we agree with its present po-
sition. We d» not and cannot agrece with it, We arc members because i%
containsceomany horest greesroots socialists...We hove gcod precedents for
our action: notedbly the Pivert groun in the FPrench SFile.." It still con-
tains a few of them, com:zades, oui the .good ones leavs, don't thay? The
Yipsels lelt a skort tize later; and so, after all, did Pivert} .

But all this is really in 2 sense acadenic. What do you do, comrades,
when the bachelor is rejected? The truth of the metter is, crucl as it
may bey that the 52-507 won't tave us, It has becone a peculinr twist of
history that tre SP-CSIF, instead of being asked to prove iis worth as g
socialist orgmriszaiion to us and the world, has turned the tables and all
othors heve to orove thoir worth before being allowed to join the force of
derocratic socialism, Our Righi leacers remind me of a men trying to
reach the moon tr clinbing to the top of a mountain and then flapping his
armse It is o ridiculous mosture and that is how we look to the world,
But protest our pulatability as much as we like, they won't have us, They
wont{ have the "left:! Lbsuréd, they're outeand~out Trotsiyites and wouldnbt
belnve thomaclves in ths martr, They won't have Cprenheirer, either, be-
cause as long as he talks about joining as a tendency, about .conditions,
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and rot about Joining as en individunl, we are rewinded of 4.01976, Enouzh to
nention the infamous date, But lels nmove over to tho center:capitulators; wil
they take e nlteh? Certoinly not ¢ he raided o YPSL unit from the YS% and
split it, Homest 49 Mz x Srachtnan, comrades, thatls ths socizl democrats?
versloa of cur orizins! Bub wiat abcut the right~ecopiiwiaiors, wiil the SP=-
£DF take them? Ma r,in? No, hefs a § Machimenite, and we 21l kmow wrat thal s,
in spite of Shachiuzals policing vy 0f McDeynolds, Eazrrington then, the pacie
f1s’t God—-believing holder of a Menohavik position on the Rusasiaz revolution?
No good either, comrades, hs belped D euitch split the IPSL and tlut ends i,
thes, Well, thet leavas us only cne Po1.z..lumon. wetll have to pl*gs our NiC
and other l:ding comrades, and the ranlmand-file will join tke G¥.3UF, Ycu
gay thai’¥s culled Liquidation? @ epitulation? Booil ’wingi Cozortunls u? You
say tbat pe>ple who malis such,mreazonadle damznds oF £094, h.mesu, demndcra~
tlc scciallisis are ..o wini? Courade, youlre being prlite,

T his drings up ths question of Siachtuanls clegan of a f bridgs
to tha righ%,? Ths socialmdemoc"ats do not rave their attltuds towards us
out of the b].ue, any mors than the & ified with the ID? because r,hey sinply
e joyed each others company. T hey e.:e moving in an historical context,
moving %0 tke right, T his is wiat uakes the eriticism by he # lefte" (that
the right tgtieves in unification as is) so ridiculous alsc; unification
" 25 is? "¢ nnot heppen, In the same way, the Right assumes a s%a%ic or ri
varl moving labor movement, To keep up with it, socialists would heve mcre&-
ingly to move ¥ rightwnrd", that is, stop talking about socialism to be
M eZfoctive®y Eventuaily thay would stop being socialists; of course, Thus
it is not we, bty our palatable actions, thet will dring aboub vnity with
the social~democracye It is the external conditions of dmericzn Socieky,
forcing the soclal-democracy towards real sulubions of rcal problens, that
will cxreate ths Yhridge to the righ%) masning only that the labor movemaont,
will, faced by real conditions, become aware of the ccntradictions of our
soc-‘ety. at which point our sociailst position will beccme meaningful for
Anericio Tho bridge Yo the right is a bridge from the right to us, not vico-
versao, To travel the cther way is a well traveued road, out of the svcicie
ist movement. .

3¢ The Peculiar Pole of tha Hlefil, (Ort Portraib of scme revolutionists as
: young Cannon~fodder)

Then we have ths ¥ lefts¥, I should kike to 2all the aufmuon
of the menbsrs of that c= 208 the ertraortinary attitudo of some of tleir
leaderse I shell yicld te & a0 ono in ny admiration of their intelligence; t
they are not scul,i‘. In fa c4, thers exishs for tuem ro such thing aw gtngad. -
ity, There are only refleciinns of objective class posltions: either you
belong to us, the real, revolutionnsy working-class "marxisi! grouwp and agres
with cur r;-‘-;;:m (B dcr*wdss or you are aiding, o'bjectig’ely, in a cass of
bare-chesled, bere-facsd, head-polished, chrome~plated ssliout and capitu-
lation to the socicl-d e"oumw, wvhich, as every child knows, is a sell-out
to the State metn ent end the caplielist classe If stupidity does not
exist, thon they are not 0id either, They kmow full well what the chan-
ces of malking 12 to the social-democracy ave. They are as I
LB
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lomc L oaldernative woeh Le tiid v wish {he yourng bachalor to be so dis-
illusloncd wiin T GLi gnt in love that he will cwiftly fly iato
the arzs of anolher wimua; the Jesotelecandidate of the Wlieft! leaders.
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T he tnctic of the Mleft! leaders is crystalmclzar, It talms two prine
cipal forma, Cre is to drag as many good revolutionery comradss into the bice
with thea and, at our next convention, attcapt to ovst tho present leader-
ship, rcplace it with 9 reveivtionary? lesderchip, end move towards unily
witl The © 4fyne 1eft" on the tazic of their minfuum conditions ( tkat is
unity with themselves ead with tha Canoonite youth 1a American Youth for
S ocialism), The obtker form is, if ths bdloc iz not large enough, %o pull’
as n2uy of our members cnb of {ha M capitulationist YSL and %ake them dire
ectly to tre Cenron-fodder camp, The former ® tactic is known as HMlling overf,
T ke IntSer is knove as ¥ splitiing?, or more aptly, ¥ wreckingle

If the yow.ger raubers of the ¥ left? caucue will exeamine uhB writings,,
le0ey terminclogr, clarasterizations, theo;,,, of thelw lozdors they will fird
& rerarluibie -esenblence to k2 writings of the Jormonites. T o nod lzzxw
Cows'ads [uave Cazltone Bub a comparison of his characterizaticns with ilose
cf the MILLITANT may prove instructive, 2) we are selling-cui to the scclc., :
demdcracy, b) the treditional fimcticn of the center iw uo vrovide let't cover
for refommism, that is, they are sellingeout too, ¢) music by Worman Thomas,
1yri 5 by imlles, (an oversiiplification kick so naz..seawnﬂ tat evea Tim,

erfainiy Hhine, tmst blufx ) ceater and %xf right will sali ewvey into the
cw‘.&.x..x.'lvlu.lg d) the 5§ hachimenites ( lowk who's calling “he kutdie black)
ave guilty of ,jcsuitic.;" cdlmu-"tr'f abmlism, the Now Criticisa in thelr
ratvionalizations fer ca; ritulation, (.:o.r do you like thet for mi:zed metaphors?)

rat ere the Vlafilgl mirmm cor.ditions for 1!n1ty, a3 enolher clua? 1
In tke Iaft Bulletin {Unitie for Unity) they are staisds CETY 300% sappont
of the Eungarien aad Polish revelutions and opposdticn to Ll ftalinls?
'bx‘"‘""”cy v10%%-n0t 09%: even tne SWP dores net go that far: 100% ( not 99%)
guppory cf the colonial ravolvilans (b.z!. still we can dsbats tiwso lerl ty i
stalinistic~~thoy donft count in 'lme 31)%"

1004 opposition to cur own &puuiun cla83, Lot complete agreeemeni;, mind,
w2 excluce nobody, including the €2, &P, and 51%, only 1%, thalls ell.
Uhis t.ve of waivy reans only one things wnily with themselves, whick mcans,
as I Imv e sgio., mwity with the W2 and 1its youth group.
te Yoy T say phat ficweads Sinoa is preparing the yST, for a bare-chocked,
re~Insad, handepsiiihed and carome-plaled celiont and capltulatwn to theC
C annofites, Lies us take anciher coincidence in positions between the "left"
leader> and the Canrenites, Ths Gates posibion in the CP 1s grecied wit
laudable lack of enthusiasm Ty our ® leftsd , Bub - Cafos Vseems 1o 'be
meving in a socicl-Gezocratic dizcetion,! T_hat is, Gates is not moving in
the direction of a revolutionary concept, he is moviag from the G2 to the
rigat and capitulation to the Capluu.llita YVho agrees with this characteri-
zation of Gates? Who, basides Foster and the Kremlin on the cne hand and
the New York Times represernting the cr ‘pitalist class on the other? The
W2, to be sure, Gates was, 25 we know, for a memen% moving to tke real
1eft, tiat is, quectioning the lzck of democracy on the part of the "social-
Tomd of the "Feoplels Denocracizs, Uvr‘vr such an attack, Gates promptly
Storpsl. moving toward uwiat everyboly inciuding tha S#2 told hin was the
Mrighi! and woved Lack %o whet reaty to him, Iave been the alternative:
the tleft" of the (P and capitulziion to .uennio and Foster, If this is the
"lert? of our "lci‘t" leadortee, I

oY

But more irgorlant is the dsuble-stendard of the fleft" leaders, It's
not nice to sell the CALL, they sayl Right, But is it nice to sell the
KILITALY T ye ough’ to got the spod socialists oub of the SP-SOF, says Tim,
Kot to da it is capitulation to thom, Do I see Vim and Shane wadinz into
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Cannonite meetings recruiting their youth? If they have, I haven' t heard
about 1t, Not to do that is capitulation ,to what? Selling MILITANIS is
capitulation to what?! If what I have said is not,true, then I call upon
comrades Tim and Shane to disavow their resolution on the American Socialist
Party and rewrite it to add the SWP as a capitulator to the Bueriet Uniong
more important, to call upon youth in both the 8P-SDF and the SwWp, not to
Bplit, but to consider carefully how best they can functlon with American
youth, to work closely with YSL as a test of the YSL's ability in compari-
son with the various adult groups, and then, only when convinced of the su~-
periority of our work with youth, based on our democratic socialist program,
to join us,’ '

New comrades S kane end Tim may say, well, with the soclal=democracy,
tha t's capitulation, but with the 5 WP, thatls really a revolutlonary worke
ing class erganization, so it isn't capitulation, It!s unity towards the left,
This, however, is doublethink of the worst order, and they bave hoodwinked
some good comrades with it, For the Cannonites accuse eur Right leadership
of capitulation and unprincipled opportunism and state (quite rightly, to00)
that ¥ & wnity (with the SP-SDF) which lms no sound political basis will
soon be torn asunder, engendering extreme bitter feelings and setting back"
the whole development of the radical movement many years," Yet they have
themselves formed a bloc of persons whose basic orientation 1is pro-SWP and &
defense of the Soviet Union, and others whose orientation 1s independent
gocialism with a third camp position, And they invite the participation of
persons " even though they may have differences on many ether important
questions," 1.6., Crucial questions such as, is she SVP a revolutlonary
socialist group or is it capitulationist to bure ucratic collectivism? A
bloc of such a nature with the socialedemocracy s indeed unprinciplede It
has no sound political basis and opposes the working xaix class by urging
1ts subordination to the capitilist classe A bloc towards the Cannonites ims
no sound political basisi either, as thé Cannonites objectively urge the
subordination of working class interests to those of the degenerated workers
state, so=called, according to mx understanding of the theory of bureaue
eratic collectivism, to which I lold, If & bdloc with the soclal-democracy
1s wprincipled, what then is a bloc with the Cennonites? ’

’

4, Our Task

One of the fundement,l reasons that the Right leadership bes failed toc
come to grips with the # left" in a successful way is thet the Right les
not considered any principled, theoretical basis for its positlon, as the
P left! s, WS note, for example, that the tendency of the "left" is to be
over-optimistic about, and.much concorned with, working with Stalinist
elements, The Right s ex ctly the same fault in connection with social~-d
democratic, or liberal elehents, Yet the reasons behind this have not been
brought out, Cne reason, of course, is a differing position on the role of
the Soviet Union and the Stalinist movemente Another, not so wallmknown,

18 the concern of the Mleft" with stalinism (and recruitment of other tircd
radicals, rather than concomm with the working class as & whole) is evi-
dence of its position in favor of the concept of the Vanguard Partye. The
Right, correctly, senzes that fkwe the future.of soclalism in America

lies not with the buildlng of & ¥V angusrd Party, but of a democratic,

mass workingeclass partye. B ub, carelessly evaluating the current situation,
they have settled for the slogan of Fdemocracy" without realizing its
implications for the future of the socizlist movement. In short (I hope

to £o into this at greater length in the future) the future of American
socialisz mny be towarde democracy in a mass democratic party of socialisn,
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inaugureting an era in which the working class will control and enjoy the
fruits of its lalwrs in tids case the Gevelopaent of eocialism mast be
towoerds workers contrlol of industry, On the other hand, {Le danger of
elther the concept of the vangunsd rarty or the concepts of sociale=democracy
(ieco nationalizetion and the i welfare state®) may crenie, instead of zoce
lalism, o new tarbvarism, the buremucratic state with iss now raling clasa,
be it stalinisbesiyle or labor-lureaucrab=stylo, The btridge towards social
democracy undertaken in the aphazardly opportunistic marne> in which it is

eing vndertaken now, is a bridgo which not erly subordlustes tho intercnts
of workers to cupiidlism In the prosent, but one that may trap thom 149 a
bureanciatiomcollectivist fubare, ,

The discuswion of this question, that of the future of cocialism in
general, is one of our primary tackse Bubt what do we o nov, of our prasgent
indspandant revolutionary course is to contirue? The truth, comrzdes is ale
ways less demoralizing that the most encouraging lie--even if the truth is
discouraging, Ard it is that, Wo do wmt we lmve been Ging, maintainirg
ourselves, building socialism®s futire slowly, graduzlly; working in the
day-to-day strvgsle of the reopie everywherce for freedom, emguslity, econo~
mic betterment, The truth is that we are not going anywhere fost, As larg-
ists wve now thot we cannot 1ift ourselves up by our own boots*traps, The
fantastic illusions of both Right and "lefti as to swift progrcys can lead
orly to demoralizing losses when our mombers arc faced with hard reality,
The desporation with whiczh onr leadership grasps for alliancss of all kinds
is ovidence only of their lack of faith in the undcrstanding of our membcrship.

As far as tho S§P-SDF is concorned, I stand at all times rcady to discuss
wnity with their members gs thoy are a% iho momcnte I moke sbsolutely no
programratic demands of thom, since the very fact of thoir willingnoss to
discuss unity with mo under my orgonirzational torms (outlined in part in
scotlon 2, first 2 paragraphs) will bc sufficicnt evidence *o me thmat they
arc approaching a rcal understanding of the problems facing democratic sc-
cialists in Americns I do not foresce such an understanding on thcir part
in tkhe immediatc futurc, When I am permitted to writc an article such as
this onc and kave it published in the $P-SIF!s discussion bulletin, thrat will
be cvidence to mc that the socinl=democracy is rendy to bocome Anericals voice
for domocratic socinlisme, Until that time, the Young Socialist Lcague, in-
dependent and democratic, remains that voice among tic youthe

We revolutionary socialists havo no illusions; thus we connot bo dis-
illusioned, Wo know that the road is long and the striugglo hards Yet, too,
we know that the road of "bolshevism? and the rocad of socizl-denccracy may
cesily oocome, if traveled hophrzardly, ono-wny roads to the new barboriem,
It is for this recason abovo all others that wo call FOR A CONTLNUATICN OF
TES REVOLUTIONARY COURNR.

Mertin Oppenheimer
(with agrceaent of H, Radetsky)

Philadclphia, Pac, March 13, 1957
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AN OPZN LFTTER TO hIKE H.RRINGTON
March b, 1957
Dear Comr;de:

Your artlgle "on the 'Left-Wing in the YSL" raises the rost serious possible
charges :gainst the Left-wing Caucus ¢f the YSL and two of itg leading orgon-
izers;® Your first perograph states that "with the fon'atlon of the gLoft

Wing Ceucus,? the YSL is confronted with an orgenized, sectarian tendency.

But nore than that, the politics of this groupin: are not those of an ordinary
lovel faction: rather, they lead in the direction of aplit tovard the C=nnon—
jtes." (YSR, vol. 3, no. 4, p. 2). The caucus hrnpresents the tenduncv tow rd
a split ard annlgatation with the Camnonites." (Iden, :

The article is studded with sii:ilar references. "The sectarians arc, on every
practical point, for a narrow, tight SWP-oriented sociaiist regroupnent.!

(Ibid., po 7)- "The leading courades of the sectarian tendency have Cunnonite
politics on aluost every major political question.™ (Iden.) iThe sectarians

are without perpsecitve - except that of building a sectarian ﬁovenent with the
‘SWP; a8 al rcsult, their politics lead to”Jra a split." (Idej,

You discuss the 'tbeory' upon vhich the pollt1cs of the caucus are based on the
gare terus. 'The conrades of the 'left-wing! bulletin," you vrite~~referring
specifically to a si:med article by Courade Shane, "haveoss.put forth as their

fundanental conCeptlon“~—a set of views on the application - of the theory of

"'conbined and umeven developrient.!® (Itid., p, 2)  "..,those conrndes not
only assert their Ylaws! and attenpt to iupose then upon reclity.., they derive
the tactics of the roveuent from then as well." (I bid, p. 3), "since Comrade
Shane, and the 'leftwing!," do not hold a position of "reaching the asierican
working class;" "theyv want to foru a tight organization;" Vthey disdain laying
ocut a perspective," (p. 6), etco **

You cite absolutely no source for your characterization of the Left vins Caucus
except your own wgdocutiented opinion (on "Cannonite," "split," fnoth o Wloyal
faction," etc., and threc p:.rographs out of the signed article by Courade

Shane on "Lessons of the Recent NIC heeifng.")

Now kLike, ic it nocessary for you to be dishonest? The Editorial Staterent
of the LEFT wIiG BULLETIN (vol. 1, no. 1, p. 2) clearly stztesr "The material
in this issue «nd in all subscguent issues represents the views of the Left-

wing Ceucus if it is Laried as an editorizl statenment. Otherwise it represents
the views of the author."

You pointedly ignore the "YSL Left-winy Declaration,® althoush you cannot possib-
ly be unoware thut it ig tlie only stutewent of policy of the caucus as a vhole
which sppears in the Bulletin, The coucus, acting denocratically, will undoubted-
ly adept further "ofilicial" pointe of view, and those will certuzinly be presented

* It should be cle~rly understood thet in this letter we take no rosition on
theorstical guestions, but denl crelusively with the question of “the programnatic
base of the tewnlency, and your anslysis of ite

*%  Luophosis ours, here wand in succeeding portions, unless otherwise pecified.
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to the YSL as & whole. In the neontine, however, plea sé don't trouble yourself
to formulgte our vievis =— or if you do, don't prescn® your férmulations ns our
viewse.

The sane applies to our "leaders." Ve reserve the risht to elect our own leaders
and spoke51nn, and consider it an ouirigeous preswiption for you to appoint then
for us -- as you blanalv expourd “"dog ua" throughout your article.

kiike, the socizlist movenent has suffered long enouch frou the sectarian vices

of slarnler and dishonesty. You know dmma weil that if the caucus includes (rnd
you Laven't established it, by «n ueans) individuaels toviug in the direction of
the "Degencrated lorkers! btate" theory, it certaiply includes rienbers vith such

divergent views us "State Capita isu' or "Bureaucratic Coll sctivisn, !

You further know (if from no other ‘source than the reports Comrade . ‘ebbie clains
she has nade) that not one member of the caucus in Chicago is "svnp hetic! to
the S\P, in the nanner that you representu , : o ;‘; :

Despite the fact that vou “non‘thesb thinvs, no reader of Vour art:cle could be
aware of the facts of the case. Perhaps, from your factional p01nt of view, you
consider it desirable to "rorget" facts vhich nuke vour position enbarssing. And
it certairly would be "convenient" for you to tie the Red Herring — S/Pign we
around the neck of the causus, in pluce of dealing vith its polltlcal views as
these are act& 1ly expressad. .(Or is 'realisu! too 'real(, w en it comes to
hatchet-vorki) You will forgive us if we breond your tactics as they are ——
slandsrous and uishonest.-, , .

Concluding, we dernand that you produce docunentation for évéry charge, or iSSue
and irriediate public retraction.: : L : : ; '

John Worth

Scott arden

Margeret Collins
‘ " Chicago

(See next poe for harringlen reyly,)

‘oo



eeselNd TOPLY 26
What 1% Cuacus?
To tie Chicajo Coarades =- by
i'ike Harrin_ton
In a letter written in a tone of 1ud¢gn tion, three comr. dcs“irom

Chleca;o chellenge my last article in YSH on thb_"lbft wing o"

Their zttitude is one which cortains some inac curacles, but, nore

Importantly, it is based on an ncvﬂdlble notion of what it vicars
to join in a "left wing" caucus. A4 coucus, with its cun ¢isensgion

bullctin, with "minority" Tenresentation on 1m‘ﬂ.conmiJJées, with

ruch ¢iscueslon of "minority" rirhts ir fLellenge, on thc 147, ecte.,
etce, is not iormed becau*e of' ¢roup of corrades disagrce on .. minor
thsoretical point or two. Nor is it Cu&;actﬁfi ed b* its "Powmaal"
"procracatic statements, ' '
A cavcus, such as the "left wing," is based on the conce-tion that
there is JOP@th-HL bus*ca‘ly, fundauentally w .reng with the leader-
ship end tlhe majority, so wrong, =8 a matter of fact, tin:t tho
normal charrels of debate and daiscussion do not ﬂuft ices This is
specificzlly true in the case of the "left wing. Theze ccourades
have ci:aracterized the L adership of the Y.L as "caﬁitulxtuonisk"
to American imperialism, social-de.ccracy, etc They Lxave r.ain-
tainec that the "ifartinits clitne” is sell¢nf out tho or nizations
They, ani this is tnoir clcir, feel that they rmuat save the orjoni-
zatlon.
Thus, this caucus does not make careful di tinc tions amon. 1its ap-
ponzrntse It sees only two tenle:cics on t“e other side: Tle
"iartirites" and the "centrists.® The forner have already sold
out and the latter are wnwittii ly followins a path which will
lead to az sell out of their politics. Have these Ciica o coir:des
careitll“ distirguished between j.ax :artin and Uebbie, Arlon and
Dogdan? Or isn! t the burden of thelr charses, so oiten, »vceisely
th t ti:ese comrades dre OJJPCtLVCly iving cover to Cd)‘u3u14u"0n,
etce, w'utner they mean to or not? .

This c¢ces rct mean thet everyone in the "left Ning' caucvs hes
Slicne's Camonite views. T upCleLCullJ spoke of the part ol the
ice-bergy Lelcw the water; T Giscinuished, in general, ‘.etween
levels of adhicroncs to thls caucus on the very firat pa e of my
article. i

In point of fact, some ol tlie corrades of the "left win " arc there
by mistaze. An? 1t is to 561 that I address nyselfl.

The Objective direction of the cavecus is Carnnonite, This is T~cause
1ts leadership lLieve Cermnonite politics and therefore oush an osrien-
tatlion tihh:t can only nove toward the Canronites.

Thus, these comrsdes say: the "left wing” will rever abandon thc
YoL; if the "right" capitulutes, we will kcez on roing. Mo are
they kiddi g9 Don't we unow want that means? If the ”“*fﬁu, TeCo
the majority of the IsL and Yui, move into the LP-5DF in one form

4!
or gnother, how will an "indepzndent™ VY.L maintain itcelf? Do
these comrades tlhiink thabt o youlh organiz tion  (and especizlly one
of the size which they will have) can (a) pay for its own rotionel

8ol
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office; (b) its ocwn press; (e¢) its owm o;garizational vork, etec., ete?
Don't tiey lnow that some *tind of support irom ar adult orcaniz tion
i1s necessary? and if the "rijht! is regrouped in one pl.cc (.round
democrat ¢ sociniism), the left will have to bare itself on pure,
ort”odox'xrotskyiem. In thct sense, and 1t 1s a very speciiic one,
the prososals ol the "left" objectively move toward Lhe Garionites,
politically and organizationally,

Some comrades in ths "left" disagree. Then, let them fizght it out,.
Let them push thelr own spokesien and leaders to find out where thelr
caucuve 1is going,.

‘Thirdly. The "left wing" did not spring into existence overnis hit,
It is not orly ar. organlzed co ucus, it represents a tendencye 4And
wien those who are leade¢s of tiiis caucus (periiavs. q?lf’Jﬁ)Olnqu)
are gOlLu Cdllj Cannonites by tAﬂlr ovn puklic admission (I s»ned

of corwades Shane and Tim), wien uic urt;cxes in the "lefs wing't
bulletin 1&N05t uriformly attack independent soc1aliot politics on
every wmajor question, my churacterizations f*t.

A few factual points:

In L. 2, the editorizl on pye five identifies comrede Jol:lfortihts
deriands o give a class in lew York with the rights of the Tuinorltye®
Tne class in question was one on joclal Denceracy. Jas courade
Wonlfo;tu, ard the L3, wrong in luplying tlat ti:e minority, as an
entity with rights, has views on this subject? :

A le ading uemnber of your caucus guit the YSL, engaged in anti-" L
activiyy, rejoined the Y3L when the faction fight begun recently.
(Comrace Jim, Terkeley) 5 this calculatzd to nake ne thinkz thot the
direciicn of your caucus is one of umiittigated loyalty?

But {irs-lly. The important political polnt to be made is tiint your
caucus Ly chanrirg. It is trying to be all things to all .wen, and
not u few cemrade b2lonz 5o it weutiiout knowing what 1t ise Corirade
Danny zays in LD 32 that the ”“er Canp is absolutely eascntial to
him; in toe same Isasuve comrade Soane cays that the Third Coip is not
a bwzic ruestior (;uc*oenfﬂllv Slane, as a Cdnnﬁn*te, in galJnt'__
the N ird Crrn); comrsdes la and harold say they wure for uvnitby
witiys th2 Lr=-.30F under COnd;thUu,xiLL which a +/hole uect,ou of the

(&) ‘;’

o

mojority oy roes; Conmrszde s aneg, in tie sane lsaue, docs ncl worard
e _pP= .o a3 sociilist; tie day or .)o “i‘u r tae LD /2 adiears with
Shiencty derunifcutlion of L‘% LP=-501, r.de 11,-, thirowin. ti:e net
towrd a @ evark statsy ven’nwes dat the .P-L0F is a “dc.rocratic
socialist®! cyral ?zaonn, a ‘alnst casitalisn qnd stalinism, even if

o -
only vy o Lalr; ci1d so forth and so forti.

It is t”rrﬂ“ore iy attitode that (a) the oagectlve noveent of your

entire cavcus i w.rd the o2, eventually toward a saliu, (i) that

thicre (re loyal conrusics o ithin your caucus who have bheen looduirked
0 reonsistoent ami urrp.reinled jositions whilcn you uve

6]
ct
e}

“talzen,

{P.S. See also section on "building g?%,YSL“ in Comrade Debbie's article
on p. 37) 80"—-



ON LEAVING TEE LEFT WING CaUCUS;

Staterent by Frank icGovwan

I no longer consider myself a member of the "left wing caucns."
I still reserve criticisms of the majority position, However, the
politicel basis of the left wing caucus is not merely a regreupment
perspective, but a disagreement with the indcpendent socizlist tendency
on a vwhole series of important political gquestions. I, therefore, think
that I shall be able to discuss regroupment more fruitfully vithin
the wejority which represents my general political views much better
than aoes the "left wing caucus.".

Frank wmcGowan
karch 25, 1957
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A SLIGLT COR..ECTIOW

Tim Wohlforth. has oiroulated a @ascrirtion of the debato on ISL=SP
unity botwoon Shachtman and myself wkicl: took plece on FoLruary 21 in
New Yorke Evon though it is doubtful that any expoerioenced comrads
in the ISL or YSL vill pay attonSicn to wohlforth's lottor, in the
absense of a corroction it mijht disturb comrades outside of Yew York
City who did not atterd tho detates . ‘

.

) . :

Raroly have I seon a lettor in which the -3ish was more father 4o the
doscription tihan is the caso in this Qooumont of Wonlforih'se. 4 SUPCIw-
hocted imagination, which for several monShs hes imagined rathing but
Stalinophobia, capitudation, betrayal, decayod corpsos, swemps, offals,
death and corruption on all sides of himself in the YSL and ISL is
hardly the recomiended equipmert with vil:ioch to be able to deseoribe
a dobate in the ISLe When we add to this the feyveut desire to sec a
split, preferably of the widest possiblo dimeusions, in fevor of the
SliP, wo oan understand uhy, without any guestion of dishonesty arising,
Tim heard and reported what ho heard as ho did. ;

Tim writes that Shaoktmen, in this debate, was as "vicious ard
ruthless" as Tim has ever seen hime I don's krow how "vicious and
ruthless" Tim has scon Max in tho past, but I, for one, was neither
¢ffonded nor angered by enything he saids Coth speakers spoke with
conviotion for thoir positions, and described the meaning cnd conw
soquences of tho odcptior of tTheir opporent's position with the sharpe
noss to be cxpected when serisus issues are at stakes Shechtman thinks
that the minority PC position is soctarian and is not actuclly desi;ned
to achisve unity with tho SP*3DF nowe ilaskell thinks that Sheohtmants
position ternds to disorient our movement, ard if carried, would not
bring about a healthy, durable unity with the SP~SDF as o step toward ths
kind of broad sccislist movement we all want to start building novie
Both of them said soe Shachtman has rever beon most noted for the
omployment of the British' mode of urderstatement in political discussionse
LEe spoke like Shaciitmane Since he ° . didn't have a cold, he didntt
whispore He was, to Le suro, quite blunt in desoribing the road which
Tim ard e fow of his friends have boen travelling in the direction -
of "sooialist resrouprent" inside tho 3.P. For the rest, in my opirion
the debate was woll within tho confires of tone in which neny ime
porian t issuos have been discussed ard debshod .. in the [P=-ISL for the
past soverteon yenrs, whatover opinion ore pay hold of that tonee

-

"All signs," writes Tim, "point to a factional strugzle unloss wm

8s is poscible but not likoly =~ Draoper ard Easkell cave ire It is
noteworthy that they waite < tvo months or more before they brought

it to the monborshipe They shure St's fear of the memborship and of usse
I feel, in foob, that it was our offerzive and Bulletin winich brought
tho whols business into tho opens"

Tho pucetion of ISL-SP unity is going to be debated fully and openly
in the IS Le. siroce the future of our tendency is involved in this
discuscion, the debate will bo soriouss Since none of tho politioal
avd theoreticnl views waich have nede the 1SL o CGistinetive tendency
in the sooialist novement are involved, it is hardly likely that it will
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becone a "lpotional strug:le" in the sense that Tinm hopes it wille

No one on tke PC is exactly pctrified with fear of the membarship of

tho ISL. Tho idon that they "fear" Bim and his counle of 3uP-

oriented friends in tho YSL is one of the funnier notions running
through his heado Ons thing that delayed the openinz of thae discussion
in the ISL was an attenpt by the moembers of the PC to clarify their oun
idoeas before they opersd the discussion, not only inside the ISL, but

in front of the whole interestaed radioal publice It migh% havoe been
doro ° . mush socnory; in our opinion but then a lot of thlrgs wa do these
days should ° be donre sooner and bottere

Wehlfosth ends his letter with the edjureticn to his colleagues %hat
"o in the left wing must step up our oampaign dasigned at building tle
YSL ard fighting the liouidators of our movement." His .contribution
to "build ing the YSL" in ths last fow months is aboat equivelont to
that of a porson who, hav ing thrown a stinkebomb into a neetinrg, then
olaime that his action was"designed et building " it ups Before Le
sasks to gain his spurs at"fighting the liquidators 6f our movement",
it might be wise if he were to decide just which movement he considers
"his"e Some of his colleagues have aelresdy decided this frankly end
more or less publiolye The sooner Tim does this, tho quicker some of
the comrados who havs joired his crusade more out cf inexperionce and
impationce with ths difficulties of socialist organizaetion in our time
than out of olear understanding of where their "lesdors" o dragging
hom, will be eble to meke up their own minds of where they really want
to bolonga ' T : -

« GORDON HASKELL

PcSe I suppose i% is Tin's right to write up everything he seces,

‘hears or imagines. in Mow York, erd sord the result to his ocolloagues

- of tho "loft wing cauouse" Thoy aro Slus furnished with inside dope,
hot off tho griddle, with which to stole tho furnace of gossip and
scandal vhich is calculated to bLuild up comradesly relations and the
orgarization in gonerals The bLoauby of this kind of "polities" is
that tho rect of the orgenization, not beirg privilsged to sce thoso
commurile ations oxeept by acciidons, has a certain difficulty in
wincowing fact Lrem fancy, This, of course, is all carried cn in

the intorost of revoiuticnary principle against :00iil democratic
sculduggorye

Boéb




Cn the Iceler; Telow the “ater:«
An Analysis of ghanc's Diccussior of the LEC Plenum

e

by Debbie !eier

Shane's orticle on tae FT.C discuscion of "the crisis of stalinisn"

in the latest Left ““inc Tulletin (vol 1, no. 2, pp. 15=) is erain
indicative of What slune's politles are and where they lead., Ti's

a g£ooG example of the left uingts essentlal sectar .anisw, and of
their 1r=bility to cdeal with a1ything but abstractions and uice.nnieal
conce 'ise Ard finally it demonstrates hiow Shanc sllps s Carsonisn
‘into the lLcart of his criticisii of the YoL's present »olitics,

ON Tl C:ALCE IN TLIZ C2 AND 2. .LTT.S TRAISIPOING TLI LIV 50

To begin with let's examine Shana's argunents with regard o the
question of Low the HLC exaplins iis change 1in attitude toward the
future of the C2 and the Stalinists. Shane arcues that the ILC has
avoided e iaining its shift from calling the CP the re resent:tives
of the Ltalinist ruling class to our present more sympat.octic
approzceh which ¢alls upon them to Lzcoite democratic socializts. (Kis
arguuwert incidentually is, I take it, with the first charactcrization. )

To begin with what Shane has ismored is that we sti1ll do not g:ipect
that the CP will becoile the p2rty of cemocratic soclalis., by the
very nature of its roots, power relations, ete. Our di: ¢pcetations
are not based, however, on any abstract contentlon that tac CP must
no matter vhat reuain what it hais beon! At ths moment we corntend
that it is moving in tlie direction of democratic socialisii, znd more
inportant that out of 1its ranxs nay well corie a host of -ie.iocratic
socialists. Our chiarnge in aporo.ch 13 based upon a c¢han-e in Lhe
world situation whkich has shaken a section of that nurty -nd wlhich
-threatens to breal then away frou the basic positlon of the Coirmnist

Party,

Shane's explanation of why we nute this shift of position is that we
are prepa ring tle way for a justific.tion socon Lo come of suulorting
the Deuccratic Purty--i.e. th.% ve will shift from calling it <he
repre.entutives of cupitalisr Lo a party of derocratic 3oz FLisiig

It is undeuisule that there are wany of us who would no% attenni

to deny the abstruct Pos3ibility of the Denocratic Jerty tror cforuing
itseli into a lalor Party and then into g nass party of deiwoci:tic
sociulismy Lowever we think it €xcsedingly unlilkely, duc again to
the roots, power relations, etce of the Usnoeratic Jertye LT thie
souticrn Lloe splits off it will carns e thece pover rel.%ions and
move the rurty to the left; it will tlen reflect better tiic intcrests
of the or;anized Ilacor movercnt. Jut we think it 1s unliksly, duve
again Lo its roots, nower rel tionz, ctc.; we thinlk the .eiccratic
Party will retain 1its bourgeols cluructer «nd will not Le alle to
becowe the class party of lazbor. Ve expzet instead that sections

of the Derocratic Party will We forccd to cut loocse ironr it and,
tocetlier witn otrhers, build a »:artr of their owm==1irnly rooted in
the organized worliing cluss. 45 a tactic to move el nmenits in each

*¥ Tre title refers to a phrase in I'ike Harrincton's article
in the last YSR, vol. S, NOe 4, On page 2 in which he
distirpuishes between the so-czlled ninivum position of
this caucus and its real political basis and leadcwsl:ipe Qo7
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to the left, wa call upon those within the ranks of ticre n.rties who
claim to be for socianllam cr deiiocracy, to try and ir:slomm the
party, while at the sawz tine Doirting ouat to them the ot ecr alterna-
tives which exist and whizh we feel ckey rmiat and will =ventually
Lave to utilize in order to recuch thelr professed ;o-lze ut, aml
t::is needs repeating, we have no custract position to the cfiect that
the CP or the Democratic Luirty cannos be transforned, inciead ve

heve a conecrete positlion bused crn.a spceific analysis of vicot rces

on withTn cacn formation and how 1t relater to sctual conditiore
within society.

Dx ITLD FiORTS - THEE WINS AL W RLPOXLS

Shane proceeds then to polemicize against the orientit on of the I'C
with rcspect to united fronts w ith the CP2. Shane raigses tle bo; ey
of "capitulation” to explain why his position was d-Cerioel. IHow
tienn 0oes he explain our "much worse"{(in his ovn opinion) nosition
of the past, when no unificution perspective was bein uched? Or
were we already ca>itUI3t1‘“ to soclal devocracy ten e rs ogo

in the SYL and I.L when we afopted this position ani ilirece years ago
vihen the Y.L adopted this ‘"even wors e" position? In fact, Slhane

‘would have to argue that we were, for his arguments :rc not based

on fe:rs of opportunism and capitulution Pelting to "vnity with
the -P-5DF," but are based on his present Cannonite »0lislcal analy=-
sis. ' v

For our motlivations were then thet (1) we wished to i;o’ te the
talinists and (2) we were for nmaking 1t clear that e did not con-
sider Stalinism part of the "left" in eny way. ‘'le opponed uritOd
activity with them since we felt 1t premoted such mizi. ~ressiona.
This -ti111 hold true by and 1:rge today. "e are :till iricrested in
aifferentiating outselves from the Ltel inist movement and iceclory

"in thec sharpest way, and clcurly °eparatin" then frot tie rcnulne

"lels," the working class tendencles, the democratic forces. This
Zind of differentiation is 5till i:i:portant in bhoth &7 world at
largz end in ‘aerica in particulnr. In faet, after ‘un-.ry, etc.

it is all the ;ore vital 4o Go so. S ’
iovwevcr, precisely becaus2 sectiorg of the present C2 and I¥L arc
nakin, an unorecedented breals with their past politLoc,' ¢ wish to
find a way of interveniry iu this strugsle so a3 to 2.3 those noving
towsrd dewmocrutic politics, Tub this must be done witious forget-
tinz the previously mentioned pronlsms. United fronts ors heglining
to "¢ rossible in some sectiors of the country with the L vl.erc

T 5 doiinnted by membors of the Zates tendencr and viere it

® un to ¢rapple wLL e basic questlon of democracy snd there-
to move out or the v1.41_n1ut fwovenicnt and apparatus. A8 for
discussions, forums, etc. = we odposed them in the »ast for the same
rcasons which we would coppore Iriendly discussionsor icruns Letween
a militent urion arnd a coanlete iy L0 ster-ridden ‘union.? I.cuever,
wioen the situation boecomestense and/rank-and-file Tezing {0 2 row
c:s the Job of the zocil izt iI's to find the best tectlcecl

of intervenlng, =nl for tiat reason "frierndly dircussions,"
ﬁoh frark and open pollitical pogitions can be pub forth tecome

Tle and desirable rwtheraore while several yours azo the
Crer could depend upon w1nn11r nart of the audience by c‘“r"es of
red-raliting whenever basic guestiors vere raised, the disc o1uion

wlithin the €2 and thelr »eriphery makes thiu iNOO‘SL‘le todey e -
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Shane rests his urzuments for cooperation on his analysis of what
stalinism is and was, and on whaot he therefore considcrs 1is
basically wrong with the 2. and with Russian socletye And in

all these respects he differs from the YsI. lor 5 1a2ne, us for the
SWlP, the Stalinist movencnts are ¢ enulne working closs wovencnts
which have been mnisdirected, nisled and distorted by bad leadership
end treac.erous compromises. It folloss then, froa= Shane '3
analyslisg, that you should be for discussions and united activitles
ycsterday, today ‘and tonorrow because after all you 0t resresent,
however bedly, a common sociul force =-- the workins clase, and
0Ppose a corron enemy -- the capite ists. One should cooxerate
vith the Ltdl inist movements in the same manner preciselr in which
- we favor cooperation with reforaist unlons, social deiocrabic
;organiz:tions, ete, v " ' -

FHE GATIS TEVDINCY

It is interesting to note %h:t 3hnne's enthusiasnm ‘for coonsrztion
with the CP is not due to an onpinistic appraisal of viiere the

;P 13 _oing. For on %he basia of his politics he is {or cooperation
metiar they are in flux or not, /nd, in fact, shanz i: far nore
Dessiv istic aboub the cGevelo ments within the S22 then ¢ e we.

Shine 1s not happy st a1 adout the Gates tencency. e tisrins by
streasing his far lower esti.ste of the degree to whilch they have
vroken with Stalinism then tlie nxjority of the Yol. ~ub it isg

an indication of the fact that it is the majorlty and the present
Y.L lcadersnip, and nob the rminority, who are in contact with the
CP end 1ts menbership (particul :rly tae Gates g roupin; ) thot 1t is
bhey and not the "left winzers” who are aware of the aciual eventa
rociking the CP today. For conversations with Gates foliorexrs in
IY end Los :ungeles by our wmembsrs, indicate that they are moving
remltarknily fast, and in fact, much faster and more Dasically than
we e ipected at tie time of the last plenum, ' :

Deirdn” this different evaluation of the Gates group lies s5it:ane's
serticular approach: on what they renresent. And on e bhasts of
tlhis he develops an approach towards dealing with then vhaicel. 1is
distinctly dlfferent tiian that of the najorlity. Shone mizes the
ceewin~ly reusonable ststcrhent that he was for stressing thoue
iispects of Ltalinist politics that de:.lt with the country we, as
well as Gates live in, the U.o.? (I, contrast to us who incisted
upon stressing Russia, cte), It scunds,off hand, like Shene vas

a ;ood ell-grericear hoy and we were sechtariars always interested in
raicin~ those nasty Joreign issues. 3ut it should e 1 de clear

by ohare that wi: t he is raally saying is sinply a -eflcetion of
his anzlysis of fussian socicty, wnd not Just a differvent -pproach,
FPor while shans alwarys crit. izcs the rnajority for noi Larirz the
vasle arelyois wileh wnderlies 3 particulir pesition or ilnisg,

sShone wls  tries to clotiie l:is connonlte politics in the o ilse of
sweet reasonablencss which uryone, no matter what his or aop

part .culcer approzch to stal irisn is, can aceept. (Suridnly,

wolles Slone attaclts the 145 for Mela n; Ing® their nosition without
cadmittirg 1%, I am st21l waiting ior 3liane to tell his cowrades
aizout tl.e very bhusic nature of jiis cihhange ol politiecs, and I

don't just mean that he "udit" to pro=SliPisri, but thact he

tell us the nature of the nolitical chenge which he s undergone, )

|09
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For those of us who hold a bureaucratic collectivist view of
Russian society or the kind of state-capitalist aprroach clu.racterO
1zed by asnalysis cuch as Tony Cliff, ete., this stateirnt of
Sheane's 1s not simply false, 1t is utterly meaninglcss! The
fall.cy of tolinist politics Il TWI U.S. cannot be sz r.ted from
its roots=-tiie subservience ard tie-up hetwcen the %2 and tle

] Stalinist burcaucracy. Tha pro-Decmocratic larty lire of the P
: or latc is not inherent in its ideol ¢y--it is simply a reflection

ol tiie needs ol the Russian bureaucracy TODAY. i"ostir con sowrd
like a revolutlonist and .iouthe revolutionary slo:wns, cell for

a van uard purty, exsose relorimist 1llusions, etec., ctce In fact
3 we can ard has in the past donc a pgood job of coupetin, witi: soue
F of te slopareering which fthe "left wing?” 1s unfortun.lely so

- often ade»t at. The trouble with Foster is not that todey his i
a refornist; that's not even purtially what's wron;: with im!d

This zird of nonsense is akin to saying that the trouble vith the
De ocratic Purty is that it'us reiormist and not revoluiios ary, or
that the troutle with the officlal apologist for the cavsitallst
systeis is that he's for reformin- not revolutionizin c.upitalism.
The fact is that what's urory with capitdism and therefore with
1ts p:rties is that 1it's cnti-socld ist and pro-canitdist. 4and
8i ilarly the trouble W th the >td Inist movement 13 that it is
also a ti-socialist and pro-;talinist. The Stalinist :ovement
itself does not "capitulate’ to Stalinfsm, 1t redresci:ts it
Feitner do the Democratic or llepublican parties 'canitul -te" to
ca ital ism=-they represent instead its Interests. '
Thus I:en Gates brealts from Russia, begins to demand zell-lehermin-
ation for Hungary, ralses the ¢ estion of demccracy and :c1f-
detcr ‘ination, he is not sinly aslkting a few intere:tin. ¢ uertions,
but :aking ‘a fundamental and irr:veisible break fror: the ent.-
socizlist, »ro-stalinist basis of the CP. The CP h.s noi in the
past been a socialist movement, distorted or otherwise; its erhsrs -
werc not ensaged in a strursle to estahlish soclalisw or to further
tie Interests cof the workin-class. They arc tolayr, by Lrealkin:g
with Russia, avle fer the [filrst time to talle a atep toward bLeeconing
scciaulls®, Gome may be won to revolutil onary socisliste Dub
e "myer 1s not that they will hecome reformists, wut that t.ey
not Leccomc socialinsts at alll

Shenc's aralysis ol the Cates tendency is nob simnly ‘elezrcr and
moy corprelceusivae' as he states, 1t is.rather srtizely duiferent,
Iv sters not srom the Y.L's thire camp . politics or anaivsiy, but

from che L W2's pro-Soviet, desencrated workers state tyc ol line,

-

E STALTV 7000 ATD LCCTALILIT 40 10BUAL LiLLILS

To thir? cand soclalists Stalinism and social democr..cy are not
tiie two big tlireats facins the world--the two riajor ensmics with
us as tiwe "third gorece" rejectin; each ecually! Reiicr to a
«rp socizlist. the maln encrles are capital isn ant stalinism,
ti.e key to Shane (and Tin, md several others)e ffon

n1s irternational position has no relation to whit we call
toe Lhlrd ca mp position, It consists of bein~ for revolutiorary
- socialism and gra'nst capltalism -~ and when necessery lcing a
- crit.cal supporter of dlstortcd, deren:rated or misled "sociclism"
- araingt Capltalisnm.. Hic antl-stalinisn is not put on the¢ sane
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lcvel wlth his anti-capital.s.i, Lather, in the struz le a 2inst
Capitalism the socialist:, s view oes, has two cox)rtltor“,
voth equally dangerous--tihe stalinist and the soclal Jde.ocrat.
Stalinisr is rot linked with caMtal isnm, keep in nind, but vwith
gocial democracy. This is the lire which alsc rus ti.rcu-h the
aticlysis and polenics of the & 2 and which iollows from their
aporoach to Stalinisw. 'or exraaple, In the latest Inur 1;:t40na1
Suvcialist Review (SWP organ) they bass the attack on 1 unluy ith
s0cial ce.ocrats on this conicnt;on. "ocial Democracy is “ot

2ro ressive in any sense whatsoever. Tt 1s, as much as Lt.li)is:

a vli ht on the workers moveriente" Just. Iricidentd 1y, the lo~ic
_here, as with Shane, 1s Injeresting in that while sochl dc.ocvacy
- end3 up veing 'not progres tive in eny . sense vhatsoever] Ltalinism
4s frequertly considerod *progressive" and ir fact in act“*’
practice the S"P is far more willing to make concessions %o t“

latter than the ‘former! (For a more deta led and vais of the YSL's
tradrtional approuch uO socizl Tewiocracy and talin;eﬂ PR YCh of s
ousht to reread our 4-pagers in W ich‘\e deal with this cuestion

“1in discussing the f'xemunfr of stali ilsm and the rols of stalinist
youth groups.) v . 4 .

This is the crux of many of the arpuments now bein: rais ed, and
every ninority menber should ponder it., It lies at tiic roo* of
Siiane's politics and is e gy to all his attacks on the najority.

The YiI, also sees a relatiorship between atalinism “n” socinl-
dei:cerntle politics. The ferrer has, undoubtedly, Lensfsithed by
the miatuke s by the class=collahorztionist taCtLCo, ctce of the
latteors - But tiey are not syisietrical or stinilur pwfn0'cron. Jat
I5 sirilar is not stalinism :nd =celial democracy but thescclal
de-ocrat and the stalinoid--tlic apolozist, al belt criu czl, of
otalinist society. The third caip soc alis, (see several of
Drener's excellent articles on tihls subject ir L.,4i.,) noics a
striking sliuilarity in the.e two types, both seekin. a cocoalist
alt .rii.tive ut both rewsealning eguivocal in their 0\;osntion .o
one .r Lota of the rmajor en:ies=--ztalirisn and capLuaT:ﬂn. Toth
are unwilling to rely on the power and inleoundeqce of L woriing
class to create a better SOLietV, and botl %therefore fall ») ck

on claczs sorieties in the hope that tiey mi’l evolye or transform
themzelves into socialisin under the *entle prodding .und wanipulation
0+ iptellirert men of oo’ will like themselves., .ot trpes tend
toward thiz eirilar dangerous ideology which becowvs, in practice,
clazs collaborsa tionist antL-deﬁocr tic, ete.

‘le do not rcccssarily deal tactlchIy with both in the oo vaye
Since ore liles between us and trs working class (”Uxﬂg cossn'tt

see tu:ec need to ever ajolo; ize a3 vet) and tiic otheyr iu es se.uiallv
irrelzvart to the .rmerican scene, except in the frmediatc tomorrow
vis a vis the crumbling Staiiiist vovevent. That is ;A -in the
Usnwe 0 today, we must be :aore sys pathetle in our tone, our
asro . cli, ete., in our willingres:c to comproridae on crorran with
the zosial drrwsarat than thne ”ﬂtxliro*d"--uvile At ths zane time
continuing to drav the 1cssors which thelr similarity should

:qalke apparent and pointing e} the revoluti orary al“crn.u ive,
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I'one of this makes sense to Shane who views the stalinists as a
ri:ht wing tendency in the working class. To Shane therciore the
only Jxogressive step the Gates group can vake is to “cco.we
revolution~ry socialists (8r for that matter, Cannonites), i.e. to
o froi reformism (where né thinks they are now) to a correcct
prosram of revolutionary socialism. To us it is a stop ferward for
the.r Lo break with the Stalinist ruling class at all and to Tegin
for the first time in almost 30 years to look at politics from

tle s tandpoint of the worlking class. |

Shane refers occasionally to the appeal which his linge has to
Stalinist youth in comparison to the wicked capitulotionist
Shacl:tman line. It 1s hard not to stifle a laugh because in actual
fact nothin: could be less true. Shane's entire politics renel

he Stalinist world for botlh positive and negative reasonse. In one
sense it is a good sign that they are not attracted to tie sectarlan,
unreal dogmatism of the SWP. On the oflier hand it is uniurtunate
taat they camot be iniluenced to join, in any siZeable nuwnhers,
any small ideologlcal propazanda group which has no pretenses to
mass influence. For the CPers, and exes included, rewain, like
most of the worlds people today, still urwilling to break with the
idea of allying themselves with the »owers that bhe. ’

'Of SUIILTLG THUE YSL AND INTO TE AT?

The left wing caucus says that it sincerely wants to bulld the YSL.
And in their own way I have no doubt that they mean what t.ey say.
In the case 6f a few of their leaders the staterent nwst, of course,
be translated properly. For exasple, I assume that waen iLhene,

who has adopted the politics of the SWP on all important iestions,
spedis of bullding the Y.L he is not referring to the saue kind

of VL which I am referring to end which I am a member of--a third
camy socielist tendency. Tut Srane has a perfectly dewnocratic

risht to try and change the YLL into an organization mwr e nearly

redrecsenting his views and those of the S7P, and to rebuild 1t

on thet basis. There are others within this caucus, however, who
wish the YSL to remain a third ca p tendency, and 1t is to them
that it is especially important to convince about the dircction,
the dynamics of the type of politics which thelir "left wing
bulletin™ ard thelr decliration of principle leads them too=-a
5511t with the politics upon whick the YSL has up to now heen
built. That 1s why 1t is necessary to stress over mnd over agaln
the Cannonite nature of Shane's political approach on dl cucstions
and why I hope that those who sympathize with his corrclusions
regardin;; unity will clearly differentiate themnselves fron the
rest ci Lis line of reasoning.

Until such a differentiation and until some of the otler corrades
deal in as complete and straight-forward a mamner as %:cne and
Tinn do v ith the bases of their anti-unity position, it is wi thin
tle rights of the majority to characterize thelr tendency as one
mev iy in tie direction, however wif ortunate, of the suP and
thierefore a split. In the sane way nermbers of the minority are
correct to point to the N.C majority staterents and base their
attack on the premises which these comrades put forwcrd. As a
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friendly critic of the MNiC's position let re say that whiile I dis-
grrce on various tactiics Involved in our regrouprent anoroach we
are vound together by a number of eszentisgl and basic fereulationse.
tie all stand, for exariple, for tuilding a third cam,, tenieney. Ve
all base ovrselves on the Y.L's tradltional analysis of the rmeaning
of third camp politics vis a visz our analysis of reiormis, soclal
genocracy, stalinlan, etc. '@ all zre in agreenent as Lo the
inportant role which a l:ilor pa rty can play and as to tl'é nature
whicl such a puarty is 1likely %o originally have. The winority, on
tiie otlicr hand, seeis to corntaln within itself ths ozt videly diver-
cent end ircombotible elenents, of vhizh the qunon¢ ce clcnenu is
ie most articulate a nd the most forceful. All the :ajor attacks
on the politics of the NAC and of the NLC resolutionsg have come
from and ere Cannonite to tlie ocore,.

We of the majority are all united in adesire to build the YJL as

tlie youth organization of socialism., We frel that the present YSL
can in the conirg period live up to our original hopes for it. 7
never eccepted the status of an independent youth or anization with
pleasure, but rather with regret. Vie therefore loolr forward to

the posaibhility of becoming pirt of the youth csection, or the

youth sectlion of an adult socialist party. 'Je feel we will De able,
due to our politics, education, tralirning ard OPC&PW,\tLOﬂ >1 back-
ground, to play a leadin:; role in the new youth section cnd will

be avle, to at the very leust corstitute a strons third carmp,
rcvolutionary socialist tencency wlthin such a youtl imovencnt,
Fefore such a unity, and in case such a ui ity cannot ue accomplished
vie * 111 continue to hulld our organizgtionszl tendeney; we will
contirue to strengthen our forces and our politics, . lv va liceding

in mind however our peranective of unification and r csdy 0 take
advantege of all opoortunities to bring us cleccer orSQni atiornally
to the werking class and other alicnated individuals =nd -roups.

W. tin the new 3P we lLiope to help In creating, the task bocores
Just as inportant and far easier--to vin acdherents nct only to
socialism but to a goed and sount socialist progran=-a oilitant
third camp program. In o"dcr to play this role we must corsta tly
clar;fy what 1s meant by/4hird camp position, and I thuink it is
the majority, and not thu ninority, who understand the full i.aport
of third cenp politicse

It is my hope, as 1t is thut of other YsLers, that tlie wcubers of
the :1iinority caucus will study fully t e positions »ut forth Ly
“their FEC representatives and will leorn from them =it tidrd camp
politics are notd
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COLRADE ITEGTL~HOHLFORTH
By Wike Harrington . . 0

C e

In the second issue of the Left Wins Bulletin. comrade Tim endea#éfs to prove
that 1t is not the fleft" but the "right" which is schema‘ic. 4&nd in doing
8o, he invokes that terrible world, MENSHIVISk, aguinst comrade Harriso

But parodoxically, comrade Tim's article betrsys in every line the very came
"Schematisun®® and abstract approach which he thinks Le is polericizing azainst,
He has given us one more proof that our Vlefts" are rote revoluiionaires,
mouthing phrases without reference to any actual realiy. :

Oonrade Tim even'yisunderstands in a schematic way e

At a NY cluss, comrade Harris had presented a detailed historical analysis of
the sociel deuwocracy from 1900 on, Ee had related this to the development of
class forces in various situations, Cn the basis of an analysis of America.
today, a perspective, a theory, he came to the statement of & probability:
_that in our generul analysis, the next step will probably be a moderate .

" lideral reformist labor party. - ' .- TR

To Tim. this is a "grandiose and Qetaiied map. throuch whichitﬁé_workiﬂé éléss-
must pass,” it is MENSEEVISMI (LiB, p. 31) o : G A _

Comrande Tim is incapable of sceing that this is a political estiiuination fol-
lowing from an arulysis of the objective conditions of soclety. Once again,
‘he takes up- the vhole:question of stuges with no real reference to american -
‘soclety. 4 remark here - the american vworking class is large and organiuzed;:’
a theory there - the permanent war economy will Yexhuast" labor. ‘But ncthing
.more sorid, No america here. 4nd therefore, he filters out all of Harris'
~reference to historical, concrete facts ~ he mis-understand achematically,
.Bﬁtl'as I mentioned, comrade Tim does give an occasional reference to fact.

There is, for example, this "jHarxist" gems

"This presents an entirely different situation for the development. of the
Admerican woiking class. The workers are wore highly organized and vhen they
move, thery will undoubtedly move more swiftly and with much more force than
vas true in 1900 vhen the canitalist system still had some capaci%y for
reform." (LWB, p. 325 my enphusis)

"Undoubtedly." That is maznificente

Thus;'coirades. as is well knovn, the German workingclass in 1914, because
it was numerous and well organized, because German capitalism and come to
a crisio in the form of luperialist var and brooked no talk of reform,
Because of these facts, the Garman vorkinsclass ~moved, defeated the war, .
and broucht peace. to hurope, Long Live Kautsky-iiohlforth} = .. .

Thus, comrades, the Russian workingclass, because it.was not mumerous, becavse
the peasantry supported the Sk's, because the intelligensia followed the -

liberals, because of these facts, the Rﬁssian vorkingclass put forth the
slogan of « bouwjeols revolution znd saved the world from Bolshevism. Long
Live Kernesky-Wohlforth! T B T F S SN

The problem is, comrudes, that you'cén'ﬁ ﬁéée'an'ahdlysis‘oﬂ oﬁe'ﬁig fact
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(the working class is well orbghized, capitalism shaky). You must base it on
a careful analysis of the relations of forces vhich results from the histerical
situation (that is, at bottom, the basic principles of the theory of the perﬁij
nent revolutlon) ' '

But Comrade Tim has an ansver, He dcesn’t ezclude a moderate revolutionary
developmenti? (why the hell not; inciude it in; makes Harrington, the reforuist
happy): bat he Wthinicsh that the "development will be radical!l (vhh not?
sovnds rSVO+ut10nar¢" no prlce for speculatlng on an ideal)

A lkarxist does not include or exclude developments, or state’ p?obahllltlﬁb

on the basis of aesthetics, taste, a penchant fcr red rather than pinlzy he
presents, as the majorily has, a concrete ard specific analysis of the prvsent
and a projection of probabilitiés in the immediate fuiure,

Comrade Tim asks for "evidence." Here we go again, hoping that his schems tic
misuvaderstanding vont filter it out. There is a permamient war ecobnomy in
America., Tn the near future, tbat probablv precludes a total collapse of the
system, though it does not exclude a chronic recession. On the international
scene, the basic trend is toward a recession of the threst of imm-nent war, and
the attempt, on the part of the two main power dblocs, to establish an unea Sy
COOsxistapceo In america, this has meant a certain let~up in the pace of the
witch~hunt, but not in the desb*uction of its instituticns, Tact 1s; in
outline; the sumnery of an analysis‘hich:the- irdependent socialist movement .
has developed over recert years. It is bassd on a hard loor at rea¢1tv. It

1s the Suatempnt of a probabxlltv, not a certitudenv ‘

But Oomrade‘Wohlforuh has an ansvers The only 4rouble is, it is incomprehensidble,
He writes that the war economy will "exnaust the pregsent and future resources
of labor either'absolute’v or relaulve¢ye..“ Frankly, comrades, tha% is
givborish, ' It means nothing. It is'an attempt to postulaie a tendency toward
crisis in the var economy on the basis 6f a series of vwords.: “here, in arxism,
in bourgeolis economics,; in sense, common Or uncommon, is there any empirical
theory of the "exhaustion oflabor! as a erisis facuor? that is the Yexhaustion
of labor"? : o - '

The Vance articles - 5o meticulous, so- factudl, &0 stat1st1cal -~ in the New ‘
Interndtxnnal theee comlzleg¢1m doesn't bother wvith. -

"scseither abolutely or relativelyi! every WOrd is a ‘pea rl

But, comrade Tim has arguou, the war economy is nect a Permanetly expanding
fa ctor in thne economy} Rightl As we have said, a dozen times, - Comra de Tim

ight read the american resolution passed at the last YSL Conventions It takes
thls up, it tries to deal vith hard facts. But the “exhauStion'of‘labor"?

of . A : UL T

I repeat. comrede Tin, ozuuur leading sectarians, has stood karx on his hoad
i.e, the motive force of history is now a series of ideas (the fifth law of
inertia by Eigstein-/ohlforth: take any lurge, organized workincclass in a
period of imperialist war, place it in motion, and watch it gol), to be chosen
without reference of fwct ~But don't worry, Harrington! You may be rightt
But I prefer the revclution;rv vay, though covering my karxistical flani: by
being upen to sucgostion" that m@vbe the other way w1ll come. ‘ .

One final point about comvade Tiu's defense of "marflsm‘ It in a summary point,
one vhich points out « clio~¢c_~vmptom of hla sectarldnism ES lc:
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This BOLSHEVIK (l), maRXIST (!) comrade, who cennot stznd Harris! WENSHEVISH,
tontinually speaks, talks and writes of the labor bureaucracu as if it wore a
houoseneous social phenomenon, Thusi {a) the SP~SDF is the #ideolsgcicell
expression of the interest of the labor bureaucracy (Dave becik, attention!).
The labor bureaucracy will become soclal democratic vhen it needs to 2as a
protection against the workers, etc.

Those vho don't kmow this, we are told, "deny the vhole history of the develop-
ment of the social domocrats as well ascs..deny Marxism."

To a erxist, the American labor bureaucracy is not a uniform homoszencous social
phenomenon, It contains rackeiucre (Leck-Hoffa), conservative creft unionists.
somevhat conservative industrial unionists,; lib-lab iudustrial and craft union- .
ists. These are only the important distinctions. How this un-uniform, uu-
homogeneous group will act cannot be predicted on the basis of an abstraciion
Ulabor bureaucracy." VWe must look at the situation in which it will act. It

is quite pcssible, for exzuple, to coacsive of a sitvation in which Reuther-
Randoplh would bloc in favor of a labor party against Beck {if he's still
arounl) asd kacDonalde It is possible that every militan3 vorker, under certain
circumstances, should stand behind...Reuther, But not for Tim, There is the
LaBOR BURBAUCRaCY, Kvery marxist knows how it acts., U right-wing, majority-
ite, anti-narxists don'to

The sectarians are devold of an analyslis of realityt they have slogansand
emotions, little more, dresse d in "uarxist" language.

il
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THE NATURE OF THb YSL ‘ . , ~ Mel Becker

YSL was formed three vears ago bv ‘the merﬂer of two
different socialist tendencles = the liarxian socialism of SYL
and the left-socialism of YPSL. The fused organizatlon contalned,

ard does so to this day, both elerients.

‘ Although the YSL is a verv small group, we are broad
in that many people with differing theoretical points-ofwview
cen be found in our ranks. Pacificists, Leninists, Luxenhurgists,
Mertovites, lensheviks (note Tim: even mensheviks), iarxists,
non-iarxists, all under one roof, And the reason for this melange
is simple: the vsL. has no position cn these questions.  The
only criteria for membership 1s opposition to Stalinism and

 Capita1ism, comnittment to democratic, third-camp s0uialism.

The broadress, of course, does not mean: vagueness
on political quections.  We have our positions on todey
politics, our revolutionary third-camp politics; and: in fa"
we analysize so much, so clearly, so detailed that sometimes

‘we look lil:e over-cerebralized caricatures-of allenated

intellectuals. Only, I repeat, the VSL. does not have positions

-on certain historical or theoretical quest ons, for instanue,

being neither Marxist nor anti-narxist."

There are a few good reasons for this asoeut of
the YSL. One is the historical - the fusion of two different
socialist tendenciés. Then the fact that the YSL is the only
socialist youth organization in the U.S.; a fact which has

" meshed with our broadness, the one interauting with the other.

rost 1mportant are the obJevtive circumstqnves that

‘the YSL lives in. The period has been one of harshest reaction;
_witchhunt and cold-war, labor apathy ana the disintegration of

" redicalism, war prosperity and the Garrison State; combining

to reduce us to the point where we were lucky Jjust to keep

~socialist ideas alive. Under such adverse conditions it was
" eriviral to divorce socialist tendencies merely because tiney

disagreed on historical and theoretical questlons. So the

‘ YP L and SYL merged., _ : —

Today, still in the midst of reaction, we can see
the pglimmerings of a bLrea% in the reactionary front. The
Megro struggle, a uaified labor movement, the Stalinist crisis,

“a sliding gepression. One of the 'signs that conditions are

entering a new state 1s the ferment in socialist groups  all

“over the world; the two outstanding manifestations being the

disuucﬂxo~s befweeﬂ the Wenni and qaragot groups in Italy and
the tallt of realignment in o1l qocial*gt groups in “the U..

The brealr in the reactiOnarv front 1is SIOW’ ‘with
all indications that it will proceed, but only-gaining momentum
slowly. 'ith the Perirenent War Economy bolstering the 'soc lety
from collapre, the working class only slowly and sluggishly
moves on to a political u0nsciou°nesg. And we have met these

- conditions by wveirz a broad organization trying to educate

students ‘and workers to the 1deas of demouratiu, third camp
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politics. VWe never had any pretensions to being more (say a Party), we
were always a small educational leaguc. ’ '

M ok 3o o ok ok ok

) Now the leaders of the minority ccucus seem tb_have othei’ideas
‘n the nature of the YSL, or rather, more precisely, what they would like
to turn the YSL into. : - . '

Let us first look at Robertson from Berkeley. 4 short time ago0,
Robertson resigned from the YSL, saying it was too rightwing, azd presumsbly
because it was lopeless in this respect, In the mezntime he fooled around
with various friendly “rivals“ to the YSL and finaliy, upon hearing of
the fuction fight, one assumes, decided to rejoin, which is certainly
his right—only it shouid be made clear that Robertson wanis to change
the YSL into something quite different than it wag, something not so
hopelessly right wing. L isnit just unity with the SE which is
bothering this spokesuan for the left wing caucus. :

Then there are:thé vavering of Tim and Shane. (See especially
the postscript to this article, the "Shell Game' by Harrington and myself).

+ They have shifted from being for a "revolutionary marxist youth organization!
.to Shune's calling for thke organization to be so brosd that it is merely
‘for socialism and agains’ sin, with Third Cemp-ism, the naturecof Stalinien,

and other such theoretical questions up for grabs. Tim is a% least villing
to mairtuin the YSL as a Third Camp organization, or at least so he VA
(Although if we take seriously Tim's endorsement of a recent suggested
resolution by some Nevark comrades, this has begun to shift as far as he

is concerasd tco -~ now he apparently wants to invite fraternal relations
between the YSL ani the SP-SDF, SWP, ISL, SLP, and any other organizations
cailing themselves socialist or somethirg of that sorti) In the procesc

Tim even admitted that social democrats (including ‘the SP~SDF) are sccialicts
and vho knows vhat next! (Does Shane still vehementaly deny this last?)

.One startswondering what they really stand for at this point with 211l

this jumping around. are they trying to mute differences in order to
recruit one more bord-er-line YSL'er to their caucus? Or are they just
muddleheaded? ~ : ' . , . :

Shane and Tim, the two leading spokesmen for the pminority, have
Canhonite politics. That is, on every political question, they agree with
the politics of the SVP as opposed to both the politics of the Iy or the
politics of the YSL. Neither has, incidentally, told their sociay Pourades
to vhat degree they do and do not agree with the SWP. They both say they
feel close to the SWP, etc., but would it not be coumon courtegy to tell
us whether this means they have accepted some of the very. basgic. theoretical
positions of Cannonism? However, it appears that from the colonial
revolution question, to the nature of Russie, and firom the Arerican scene
to regroupment, they agree with the SWPls anulysis, They continually deny
being agents of the SP, and I think that in the police sense they are being
honest about its But POLITICALLY, how else can they be viewed? One is re~
minded of the american P and how they reuct when being charged with being
agents of hoscow (this is only meant as a broad analogy and I hope the
minority doesn't misconstrue it). They alvays meintain they are not agents,
that the american CP arrives at its decisions independently from Moscow., I
believe that in the main this is true. Still they were POLITICALLY AGENTS,
because they always agreed on every question, changed their line, even
reversed it completely, on

: *20
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EVEXY occassion that the iinszow party did. In relation to the
WP, bhane end to a lesser degree Tim, react in a similar
fashion. , £nd although it is true thut a large percentege of
the members of thLe winority caucus are not like -Tim and chene,
the fact remains that they have ellowed, still sllow, Tim and
Shane to be their politizal spokesmen and leaders. wnow all of
this relates directly to the nature and trpe of organization
the V&L is, y S

AT (R UIKTAK T
bl

, First, Tim and Shanes' Marxism (I,E. Canronism)
includes the theory of the combineéd ang uneven cevelopment of

“the Americen working class. On the basis of predicting a . -

crisis in 4merican society in the nesr future, theyv need a -
revolutionary vangusrd party. Even though they say. they are
now for a broad youth organization (as does the SWP now), .

the logic of their politics drives thew towards the vangucrgd -
party: starding above and dominsting the broad group. For a
group of traired cadre is nezecgary to carry out. the stupendous
tasks involved in lezding and directly the Revolution that

such a rapid chenge in conditions would invoke. On -the other
hand the VSL has alwavs been a loose, educational leasue, with-
out ideological dis:ipline, precisely because it did not
concelve its task to be the building of a cadre (at least not
the cddre that the &WP meang), precisely . bezause we have

always implicltly accepted our taslk to be to prepare, in our
small way, to be part of a socialist tendency in the Labor
Farty. It 1s basically for this and for immediately strengthening
the soclalist movement that the majority is for unity. Shszne's
conception of developments in the U.S. leads to control and
douwination by a VALGUARD PARTY, end he meens the SWP. That

is not the Y&L. fnd if he has his way, everything in the V&L
will be changed, from its politics to .its organizationsl
structure; only the empty shell, the three words, YSL, will remain.

cecondly, there is the disturbing article that

~Carleton wrote in the first issue of the inority Bulletin.

He =ays that the CivTRISTS in the V&L are providing a cover

for reformism. ilote, the centrists, not the majeority. %hat
implies (and it is made explicit in the erticle) thst the ma jority
of" the V¢L is ALRLADY reformist. That means that. third-campers,
I.1., the majoritvy of the VSL, ere already reformist. If

Carleton feels this way, what i1s he doing in a reformist
organization? What 1s Jarleton doing in the VL, if its

politics ard vast majority of its members sre already refornist?

Thirdly, there is the fact that AVOTHER socialist
youth organization is being formed in the U.5., the American
Vouth for Socialism under the direc sponsorshio of the &Wp,"~

"It has all the virtues that ‘hane and Tim are loolzing for,

Although it has no official program as yet, 1t is safe to savy

-the AVS is a broad group, arti~-réformist but will all "theoretical

questions frozen, witin the correct line on every question, the

Marxists! tlarxist "front" organization, end devoid God-believers

j(but not necessarily excluded, ard if they sneaz in then they
will be tolerated under the heavy hand of Tim and Jim.) e
Shane and Tim don't ever mention its name. I have asked Tim
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a dozen times how he feels about the AYS, why hé isn't there
when he apgrees with them on everything and not in the YSL
where he disajrees on everything, and so forth. He still
hasn't answered, ‘ ' :

Fourthly, is the insistence by Shane and Tim that
they will continue the YSL EVEN IF the na jority of the Y&IL
decldes democratically to affiliate with a united soclalist
party. That 1s simple and open split talk., Include the almost
hysterical accusations of the Minority (every one of their
leaders) of "sellout, capitulation, reformism, agents of the
State Dept., liquidationiasm, boot-iicking, wity-fanaticisnm,

adulterationism," and on and on, and we have vicious split

talk., Tim's quoting snatches of NE! Plenum DISJUSSIONS 4in

'DISTORTLD versions (unheard of in any organizaticn in the

world, any place, any time -~ or as Tim and Shane would say,

only ethical when applied tbh RIVAL organizations) and the antics
of Robertson in Berkeley bring up whether they are pass the stage
of split and only regard the YSL TODAY as s temporary home, to

‘ raid and wreck,

Now I know that the tiinority leaders will ioudly
dsnounce my words and insist that all they want is to maintain
the YSL as the independent, revolutionary third-camp socialist
organization it has always been. They will insist that all
they want to do is prevent us from belng soiled by the Socilal
Democratiz Reformists, (Incidencally a YPSL brochure just
released calls itself "revolutionary socialist", also stating
it is for the third camp. And I for cne would fight to keep
the politizs of {the VSL third-camp after affiliation to the
"SP-SDF-ISL".) However let 1t be clear that the minority
leaders deeds, their language, their politics have been that
of a hostile and rival formation. And since they have repeatedly
celled for an open and honest discussion, I merely ask them
how they feel abont the American Vouth for Socialism and how
that rclates to mnintaining the YSL as a THIFD=JAMP organization?
Vhen they anewer this question we can proceed to discuss the
unity ocucstion on a sane and solid basis. _ :

s
KD

POSTCSRIET lilke Harrington & Mel Beciker

THA? OLD SHELL Gand
or
"People with Glass Volumes of JAFITAL Should ¥ot Throw Stones"

TH IR LLL. The Shane~Tim proposal at the Jan.
Plenum, 1% monthe .

vnity "around the BASIC PRINCIPLES of
revolutionery sozialiem: class struggle, democracy, internstion-
alism." “nd for raintaining the YSL as a "revolutionary MARXIST
vouth organization." (emphasis added) :

see 1t? A PKINJIPLED, revolutionary unity.

This 1s then spelled out: clear defense
of derocra:zv; cleor break with the Stalinist BUREAUJiéiY (not

r Ar 3



ug

social systen); independent worling class action; onposition to
U.S. imperialism; support to tlie Jolonlal Revolution (only
Shane's Jenronitc position on what the colonial revolution is,
to be settled at leisure; not a auestion of "basic princinles
of revolutionarwy so&ialism" Clearly, -

Iind sinze when was the YSL
clearly Shene's karxism 1s third-campisme..

"flapxist"? And

THE SESOND SHELL. Left-"ing Bulletin #l. Feburary.
Still for e revolutionarv, democratic

socialist organization, out on a MININUM PROGRANM., The same
minimum »rogram ss above? Mo, Now, we only have to be for
"independent political action of the working cless ard oppressed
peoples here and everywhere throughout the world, agsinst both
Stalinist and capitalist oppreseors." (p 3)

See 1t? A revolutionery orgsnization,
ves, but with a MINIWUH program, ot qulte so principled any more.

TH& THIHD °W JLL, - Left wing Bulletin Y2 and The End
of The Revolutionary Organization. Beglinning of March.

.Now comrade Shane reaffirms the minimum
program from 71, but hot that business about a revolutionary
organization., Keaffirmation is on p 42, but without any
reference to a revolutionary organization.

But that was an oversight, wasn't it?

No, not quite. The regroupment as a whole
will now put out a SOJIALIST poergram; the revolutionaries will
be a TENDLNJY within the new party. (p @&5).

And of course all warxism was dropped from
sight before anything began. In fact it was just amistake, Jlearl

THE FOURTH ¥ :ELL. The Game 1s Up, MHid-darch.

At the NAS of iarch 19, comrade ¥ohlforth
votes the general line ofa resolution characterizing the SF=SDF
as "democratiz socialist," and opposed to capitalism and Stalinism.
"her 2sted about this, he admits that the SP=SLF is "democratic
sozialist" bv a hair; but democratic soclalist nevertheless.
(i"eanwhile, back at the ranch, comrade Shene had jucst published
ar artizle in the Left "ing Bulletin charecterizing the
"politizs of both Stalinism and “ozial Democracy as APTI%*CS0SIALIRT.

You know, I don't think there ever was a
pea undcr one of thoce shells...e.

See it? In Jan., we are for a principled, revolutionar:
regrouonment; in Feb., we are for a revolutionary organization,
but with a real “InIKUA program; in early tiarch, we sre for being
a rcvolutionsry TImDedJV within a socialist orgenization.
Late iarch, the socislX-~democratic reformists LKE socializts,
By July, who lmows?. they may be for unity with ADA.

Shane and Tim are political agents of Cannonilsm. And,
of course, the SWP has had an interesting and...similar evolution.
In their first statement (Recember in the ISi¥, they were for
ex:ulding the ISL from regrouprent becauce “the Hussian guestion
is decisive. That changed. The iilitant statement calmed dovm,
And by now, ore of their leading members in N.Y. is talking of
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entering the SP=SDF AFTER us.

And in the old story:

"Sleep with me for a million dollars,' said
the guy to the girl.

"cure," she said.

"How about for ten?"

Mhat do you think I am," she said.

Ind he, "we've already settled that, we'lre
only hagglivg over the p”lce LIS C

Ves, comrades, Shane and Tim are now haggling over
the price. 411 that junk about principled revolutionary
regroupment (first shell): forget it; and the "revolutionary
democratic socialist organtzation (seuond shell): forget it;
the Third camp just got itself declared a theoretical question
by Shane, and now Tim magnamiously admits the Sp'ers are
sociallsts, so mavbex we better forget all the shells and Just
haggle price. But the game 1s over, S .
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Tre !leal llature of (e Real pajorlty on the

Electoral Action leferendus,
by Joan :orris

The C..ilérsn's Crusade has ceclded to clain a vietory in the "ra cﬂrt"
electorsl action question. The winority or "left-winz® wiilch cloose
to e led by Comrades Shane and Tim interpret their victory o ecn
repud:atior. of the NEC lajority's leadership in the YLILe. Tials pre-
posterous asserticr made in the following quote vy Courcods 71 Lo

whiot I .ropose to diasprove In tiiis article,

"rerhermore, the recently concluced membsarship rel=rixc:
cives us a clue to the dogrsoe to which tue LIS maority s
the 'pulse! of the membersi:ipe. Courades, remcriver th.ot the
minority on trie KLC is the real mejor.ty on tis - .oetont
eleccoral isgsuc, '

D vkich - altcr a

"4ll +hiis means thut we hve a leadersii
tuorvourt discussion ard Yewo r'ab lssues of the Y;H - ¢ vienber-
ship lias sle sped in the faec politlceqally and varncd Lo think

A
Tuice iCfore aann actins s lL it wewre tlic Y, re

('mO To Tilo 2 ACRI™ i ohliorth,
Yuli, vol. 4, ro. 4)

Alttou . T uculd like to discuss nany of the ch.rges abou, i way
the .0 najority corducted its prozram on tae el.utora- issuve, I
caoose to oriiwrily dispute Ccoarade Tin's state..ent guoted above .
Jecau. ¢ o L*ev¢ud ol space. ‘

2Doirt that iaust be izde is to contradict the Tickb that the

The fiired
electo.cl actlion ¢ estion could even he considered an 'iivnortant
issue' 28 Zonrade Tin states. Tie qiestlon which resultcd »n wvhat

I conwiderd an urdemoeratisc referendum wes a tenth rate iscuc of
very little political import in this yecar 1957. It was rxiced first
as a dA'vigion in the YSL by Tlwm o d Shane a2t the Leptember -lenun
who J2 ‘0 .0~ically callédd for a wewuhcral:iip rcferendum weers cliter
the 31:1“1 on the basis of tlieir stand for a CGeneral sceialint
Prctesi Vote. Their political annrlysis of why a general Hvobsst vote
positlion wue correct was hardly that of m*re, conrade Uaen'a, Comrade
Arlonts or any nurber of other comrades who lLecane the wajority
on the eclectoral @ esbion. iosts of us @4 not corsider it a Tasic

: Lime

.!
v
politicecl icsue, only s poriteral and tacticsal one at the Lime,

Sorie oif us felt that the dqy in wkic the wmajority of the il raiced
e quastion of nur electoral ¢ tand was incorrect - in oi’ cr words
Uity with the S2-LDF °nouk; not %we tie overridings factor n aalling

a dec sicn eralnct ealling for a peneral sceialist vote (..rny of

tiie ressons  for this were specificd in both “Zonrede Cuen and Lxlon's
articics in YLR)e Those of uvs wio ielt this way nade 1t vory clear

how winor e considered thae elenierzl ctiov"351e i1 the lacc of

the veul Holitical guestion oi thie duy = unity witih the .2=5DF to

which most of us i\ll" subserinc, ' 825
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Now that ve heve disposed of its iuportance, Tiwm's fanSastbic clain
hat the “winority on the IINC is the real majority on the i-portant
electoral issue" is nothing but pure distortion. The m.rority on
the.i "2 is Tim and Shane - nobody else. These two cuomrades in tieir
discuss.ora on the electoral guestion disjlayed 1i.%le »nolitical
rel-tion ©o that of tie majority of the YSL membership. ..nd on
other question the niajority of tie 1.:C has overwhelmin ly deleated
ther: (,telinism, unity, etc.) 4s to the electoral referenaium i“toelf
- the bulk of those votin; for the resulting nmajority positvion tor-
oushly Cisputed Tim and Suane's politics. on this 1szsus. Courcde
Owen znd ..rlon repudiated their 392 sectarian politics and Ve
botl been strong advocates of unity. So are the majority of those
in Kew York, Los angeles and Chicazo w ho I ormed tihe axjority on
this issues All the Pittsbugh comraces voted by snecific sitavcment
agairst the TIm~-3hare motivation a nd inmplementation, any of the
majorityites or the electoral iasue actually stated (in o wmanner
siiiler to the Plttsbugh group) in their referendum ballects their
basic political support of the NAC and XEC majority and their
conficdence in the ¥YSL leadershipe

Iet us take a good look at the results of the referenduils The
official count wss 37-34 for a Gencrazl Soclilalist Protesy Vote and
againaet tie ¥'.C and V.C majority's position for e vote Ifor the

SP onlye Of that 37, 15 comrades eltler repudiated Tim and Shane's
politics on their ballots and/or politicelly supsorted tuae LAC
siajoritye The so-cdlled "left winc" constituted ebout ten of the
votes at the time of the referefdunr (this is more than falr estin-
ate, since their first bulletin with the faction members desi-nated
at 15 did not core out until after the referndwi. ) :an, of the
comraCes v ho voted for the General isoclallst Protest Voins mmd who
d:d not gqualify their .ballots did not in a y way subscrine Lo the
attituce thot they were repudiating the leadersuip of the YLL in
any 5 nificant way at all. Thocc corrades in L. an? kinu Yorl are
specific cnses. Lven 1f you could agsume that all tiie ungue licied
majorlty votes subscrived to non-coni iderice in tue present lcader=-
ship of the YiL, it would leave tlie taajorlity," colied By Cowrale
1., aib 22.to 49 who do have confidence in the 1.ACl

Pir i ez to be squeamislly falr by pointing out .that M sewizile

the wno’orit. (on the electoral issue I PresSUnCessdii) Of tlic siembder=
shio :vy nou, at present, conceive or unity the way we doj; on tie
otl.cr L.and, from all appe.rances, t.iey do not conceive of uw'ity in
the t.rws of Lurtin and Larringten, elther." Wille there are

mermers of the ujority who do not see eye to eye on Cowrcade P 2rtin's
approaci: on Unlty, the overwiel :ing hulk of them as re)rescuted by
the i .C, waich Tim chooses to i nore on the basis it does not gyree
with ' i1, are for Unity, a nd with a capital . And for unity

with e .p=50F. Dut Comrade i, I challsnze you to find nolitical
acreciient with your so-called tiajority" on the iasue of couridsnce
in tlc wensont leadersiip of the Y..T. You cannot and w1l rot fird
any - ,01 ity = whether it be tie clectoral issue or on ctiicy issues
of wore relevonce or irrelcvance who will show Dbasic polisical
distrust iw the YLl leadership. S ' ‘
Phat 18 Lecause your politics and that of Shane's arec not wozlcally
that ol the Y I on a nunber of issues, suchh as our athisulis How rds
Stalinia:, sm.rican perspectives, and meaningful third carj
solitics (discussed in otlier articles 1In this fssue ), The ojority
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of the wmajority on the electoral is;ue has very little in co'mon with
most of your tasic views and does have coniidence in the bhasic
politics of the N:C. The INC has, and 1 have confidencs that tlie
Conventiocn: w 111 egaln, discredit once ard for all your pretencions
to reorecsent ths majority viewpoint,

The reason why I mentioned in the Le~¢rn1n* of iy article the fac
that thc rceferendur: was called desio, opi cally gnd was udenecratic
in natvre 1s best proven by the assertiorns of Corrzile Tin as dlacuszed
here, “T:e: tle referenaum was rirgt submitied - there uvcre only

three ci-cices beiore the menbership: Ior a Cenzral Sociollizt Jrotest
Vote, for a P vote and abstention, who constituted tixe final
najority were forced to elthier absta&n or vote Jor a Jen-r.l sociclist
Jrotect Vote. The latter position hid orlginaelly been rai~cd by

Tim and Shane via a vis their political zanalysis - and covld he
Interpreted as support of this anulysis witiiout quuliricocicor or with
it, us Yin has s o s hamefully done, Tim and shune were well sware
of tii< »roblem avd raised tulo qucation precisely as a tesi ol
coniiierce, lany of us wanted to pus a separate position on the
vallou wihilch would specifically support the hasic political line of
the @ma ority's, but chan, e thhe tactical aprroachi to th:ﬁ of « Gocnecral
Sociulizt frotest Vohe Yie couldl rot do this because 1t was avefer-
enduit «lready called 05 Cormrades 7'iu and Jliane in the uanmer
presented to the :menbersiilp. In a referendw any new position are
impossiile, becuuse there is no opportunity for face to {sce riscus-
sion {except In ore's unit) on a national scale. It was Dosically
un eiocretic because of this and prevented the reol rwajority o the
electoral isaue the possibility oi coaing forth with un wndshendent
point of view,

Iiovever, Jorrades (uen ond Arlen and many otkers in words oi wmouth
and corrcsnondence made 1t abundantly clear as to where thoim
politicael corfiderce lles--with the 1.C niajorlty or the K. .C iinoritye.
As a wajorltyite on the electoral action isave, I stand witl. the

NEC moiority on the basic politics of the YoLe and on tiic hasic
question wirichi now dlvides tlie or anization.

it

g
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WTHE LEFT-VING BULLETIN" aND THE POLITICS OF THE YSL MINORITY

By Bogdan Denitch

To date I.have viritten nothing on the SP unity question. The reason is thet I.
feel that much cf the discucsion is useless and serves no function., Only vhen
comrade liartin actually vent to the point of writing a lons document on this
question - including a host of inaccurate characterlrations of the SP ~ wnich
secmed calculated to give ammunition to the developing Canncnite tendency in our
organization did I offer an smendment to the majority resolutionfyr the igsy,
plenun. 485 a matter of record I abstained on the final resolution. As a natter
of recerd I have in the past had a nuuber of disagrcemeints on a number of political
questions with Comrade martin ard the comrades agreeing vwith him, In general,

in whatever sense the term has a meaning in the politics of the YSL, on the SP
qupstion, liberalism, war and attitude toward our own 1mperialist I have been
known to hold a position to the "leftl of the NAC majority. It is from that
vantage point that I now feel it esseutial to analyse some aspec s of the policies
of the new.so-called "left-ving.!

Let me say first that I am for unity with the SP-SDF. I am not for setting
political conditions on that unity either, demsnding only that we be allowed in
as a tendency with the full rights the SP members enjoy under their Constitut;on.
I am for fu ctioning as a third caup socialist in that united §2, Xurther than
that is unnecessary to go right now since no concrete unity proposals exist,

To bind the hands of our committees in negotiating and wvorking Zor a uuity would
make such a unity, difficult enouvzh to achieve under any circumstances, impossible
to achieve., This, of course, means, I toke it, that a Convention will hzve

a chance to ratify any proposed merger or entry before it occurs, if the member-
ship co wishes. To focus an excessive amount of time to a problematic unity
means to detract from our work right now for an 1ndef1n1te amount of time,

In future artlcles I vill attempt to deal with another problem: that is the
politics of the majority. But it is fair to at least say this: It is true
that in a revolutionary situction, the political defeat of social democracy
and victory of revolutioncry socialism is a pre-requisite to worker's pover.
Ve do not live in a revolutionary nituatlon. .The question is not worker's
power., e live in a period where the adoption by eny significant section of ‘the
vorkingcluss of even the limited program of the SP-SDF is progressive and deserves
our susport.e we live in a period vhere the move of any section of tie anti-~
vorkinsclass stulinist movement towards the conservative politics, but the con--
servative workingelass politics of the soc1al democracy, deserves our supcort.
This by no mrans is the sume thing as saying that ve do not continue to attemt
to win viorkers and youth to our program, our revolutionary socialist program.
But we are interested in more than the immediate growth of. our tendency. To be

a fpolitical" means to atteupt to move jeople in your direction - not neacessarily
all the wey at the beginning, but at least in your direction. This period permits .
the begimning of real political work for our tendenc" again¢  o . :

Therc can be two reasons for attempting to set conditlcns on unitv, ‘to spell -them
out in advence at an N¥EC meeting, One is if you oppose the unity, to set im-
possible couditiens vhile posing as pro-unity; the other is, if you believe

that the YSL ana ISL leadership is stupid (and thus cannot be relied on to deal

vith such a qu°stlon) or has already sold out to reformism and canhot be trusted.

If one believes that the second is the case, i.e, that the "hartinites and‘_
fcentrists®™ have sold out, or are about to sell out to social democracy, then
discussion of SP unity is a farce. If the minority - all good and ‘solid i;
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revolutionary socialists-~ believe, as they say they do (and I believe them)
~~ that the above is true, they muct begin preparing for a spllt. The very
term "centrist" if we are not plaving with vords means that the majority is

in reality social democratic and the centrlsts are covering up their retreat
with left w..nb camouilage. : o

What a split? VWhy raise that-the left wing isntt advocatlng 1t vet is it?

If, "...only the political victory of revolutionary socialism over social-
democrecy can establish the necessary pre-conditions for successful proletar-
jan revolution! (3hane! Resolution on Unity) and the leaders ship of the YSL is
already sociul democratic oir well down that road, two things enould follom:
One, that & victory over the hartiniies is a pre-coadition for sccial revolu-
tion (a modest one to be sure, but every little step count g), and two that
the Martinities have to be out of any socialist regrovpument the minority would
support since e they favor a reVOlubiona*v socialist regrouﬂm=n

What does the minority mean by revolutionary socialist regrounment”

SP-SDFers are clearly beyond thé pele, ISLers and the majority of the YSL are
no longer revolutisnary sccialist orgenizations for a host of reasons, accord-
ing to the minority. Uhe Fosterites are Hard bitten stalinists, the Gatesites
are moving towards reformism and °tate depsrtment socialisme. That leaves

only the SWP and its new youth group, the American Youth for Socialism. That
4s the only group the minority has to date refused to criticize ani has only
mentiored in order to emphasize wha' it means by revo-ut;onary socialists,
That Ban only mean that stripped of the sugar coating what is being proposed
ie M"unity" teiween the SWF and our minority plus whatever else cun be picked
up. In other wo%ds, this isn't unity at ell, but the same old legitimate
raiding and picking up pieces that has gone on in the socialist movement for years.

The majority in New York has done its'best to try to get a specific ansver to
the questlon I am raising -~ i.e, the specific unity proposals of the minority.
The answer is evasive and changeable. The closest we came to date was at a
debate before the Columbius University fraction - at which time 'Tim tried to answer
but his answer was either a dishonest lie, or ‘evidence of political illiteracy.
" Pim stated that he was for u ity with...elements from the LYL, elements from

the SP leit-wing and....glemerts from the SWP, Now it makes sense, it you are
for a revolutionary socinlist regrowment, to say thut you want only elements
~ (presumsbly those won over to vour idea of revolutionary socizlism) of the LYL

or SP, but why only elements from the SWP? If the SWP.is a revolu‘ionary social-
ist organlzatlcn, wvho does Tim propiss to leave out? Or is he advocating trying
to 9p‘1t the SWPY If so, on want llnes?

If you add the fact thet Shane has rncentlv regipned from the ISL on the grouuds
that he is closer to the SWP (and writes rather regularlv now for their press)
to the fac* that the minority regroupment proposals are a youth version of the
SWP proposals, then it is clear that Tim was trying to hide the real proposal
that he is for. That is, he was attempting to disguise his real proposals in
the interest of getting the broadest possible support for a proposal he is not
in fzvor of} This is generally called opportunism.

Is this "guilt by association"? No, for the simple rcason that Tim has at no
time, though invited to do so, differentiated himself from Shane; and the reso-
lutions of the minority, the resoclutions arouud which it organized are those

of Tim and Shance. To date Tim and Shane remain itvs poilitical spokesmen--and
since a minority caucus is based on politics that makes them the spokesmens
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If one accepts the YGL as our revolutionary tendency together with the fratern-
ally affiliated ISL, then the question of unity is one we can settle among our-
selves, because irrespective of dififerences between, say myself and comrades
Martin and Bonny on this question, it is & gquestion that can be settled without
a split--it is among third cemp revolutlon;ry socialistse This is because I
view the differences as honest differences among revolutionary socialiste;
because I do notorient to another tendency as an alternative to thepropossls

of the majority; Dbecause, in short, the differences are such that either

side can submit if in o minorityi

This is clearly not the case with the leaders of the "Left Wing", vwhich malkes
it clear that if their politics are at all consistent they cannot submit to
the majority. The politics of the minority, alonz with their equivocal at-
titude towards the youth group the SWP is trying to set up as a rival to the
YSL, mukes it impossible to take seriously their claim that they are trying
to “saVe the YSL." Precisely because their politics are similar to those

of the SWP, the minority is obligated, if only for honesty's sake, to .take

a political attitude towards the SWP and AYS, as well as to the obvious at-
tempt of the SWP to intervene in our dispute (see Arne Swabeck!s open boast
in Los Angeles about the "tutelege" the SWP has offered). But the spokesmen
of the minority caucus have not done any of. these things, as of this date,

The vhole appeal to "save the YL souuds strahge,‘considering the source.

In New York: The most active mlnorltv members. dlsagree with. Tim and Shane

on a host of questions~~so many and so bisic-are they in fact that one

of the most active of these no longer feels he can fru1tfu11y functlon within
the caucus. :

In Yellow Springss:  Anong the contributions of the minority, apart from selling
the well-iknown YoL organ the kilitant, has been to arrange for two meetings

for lyra T. Weiss of the SiWP., This vas in case friend Weiss missed a fev con-
, tacts the first time arou 4, to make sure that she had a. second chance.

In Chicago: the leading comrade of the m;nority. by his own boast, is Scotte.
To oldercomrades this should suffice, for newer ones suffice it to say that
constructive efforts to build the YSL are not his best known qualities, in
my opinion. The Chicago minority, it cppears, has also been active of 1ate,
suggesting SWP speakers for the YSL. Fair enougheee..

In Berleley: the building of the ¥SL here took strange, not to soy devious
roads. 7The leading comrade of the minority has been out of the YSL for some
time atterpting to build a "rival' orgznizution on the groumis that the YSL

was beyond redeuption. after the faction fight started he. all of a sudden
disoovered that bye gones are bye gones and with a group of friends has de-
cided to save the (dcomed beyond redcaption) YSL out of zn obviously unsectar-
ian comradely desire to build for socialism in general and not for his “leninist
league! or whatever it is called, in particular.

Thlo flurry of sctivity, wnlle putting a brake on. the real growth of the Y L
in places like New York, has not shovn much evidence of building it. It is
true that in ¥Y our m@(tlan and socials are now a little better attended since
the comrades of the § F have also decided to lend a helping hand to "save the
YSL." (ihy this sudden concern to save a third camp socialist tnedency?)
True, newver Contdcts,'uPiDtGLL; 4 in eternal debate over unity are decamping,
but their presence in the organizaticn, since they are probably unreliable
petty-bourgeois elemeants anyhow, is not needed to "build the YSL." 83
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THE POLITICS AND PROGRAlW OF TIF wINORITY

Once we get past the statement thoet the minority is opposed to uniting with the
SP-SDF- it is hard to tind what else unites them (in fact, even this one thing
isn't apparently necessary). 4 wacle host of issues divides them: the evalua-
tion of the Chtnese "revolution, the nature or the Russian state, attitudes
toward the Korean Yar and the Viet min., Not miror questions at all, but as a
matter of fact the questions dividing the indepeadent socialist. thlrd camp -
tendency from the SWP, On all of the above question, including even incident-
ally the role of the two tendencies in the trade unions, the leading spolesd
men for the minority on the NEC have thallne of the SWPs Their program for
socialist regroupment, as I have tried to show, is the 3! s~-!ncluling the

~dots over the itsi The reason to stress this is not malize, after all the

YSL Constitution permits S\P membership. But it in the interest of clairy

I object to «n SiF ~oriented tendency that attempts to disguise that perfeculy
honorable fact in order to snare a few unmary supporteroo :

If the analv81s that the mlnorltv has about the present drift of the YSL to
the right is correct, and if the only kind of regroupment that- would be
supportable is their type, then they have no further reason to stay in the
YSL unless (a) they can pick up a majority or (b) they expect to vin over a
few more people before leaving. There'is no logic in staying in a nop-
revolutionary sect (nonrevolutionary by their Qeflnltion) if you hove a -
revolutionary sect to join and see no perspective other thun the contimmation
of sects. Given this, their perspective in.the YSL is logically now limited,
Unless they are victorious at the July convention (%) all that is before them
is to leave vith as much as possitle, leaving behind as little u5 possibvle.-
That I predict will be the course this group will teikte to "save the YSL, !

I happen to believe that this is the course. they should take, since I favor:
socialist regroupment. &as a prelude to it I em for people jeining whatever
orzanization they are closest foe

In their resolution on the "Recent Folitical.Course of the YSLY Shane and Tim
- wind up Balling for "...struggle to maintain the YSL as a revolutionary iarxist
organizetion.! This makes the situation a little clearcr and perhass now we
can stop further useless discussion., You see, comrades, the YSL hag never
.been a revolutionary karxist youth organization. The unity betweén the SYL'
and YPSL could not have occured if that.had been the aim, The Y3SL is open

to harxists, non-karxists, pacifists and non-pacifists. (Pacifists as a
natter of. fact have special status in the YSL Constitution which specifically
excludes them and other.war objectors from dues if they are serving sentence
for their convictions). Tae YSL originally offered the racifist Feacemakers
the sume reiationship that. it has with the ISL, i,e. exchanee of fraternal
representatives, etc. - The point is clear - the YSL was built as a broad
inclusive socialist youth organization for third cemp politics. Shane and Tim
if they mean what they say are calling for bvilding somethings else, maybe a
better- orgunl atlon, ‘but not tne TSL they profesq t0 nnnt to 5aVe.

: There is one questlon that I w0uld 11Pe to ask of the mlnorltv hovwever.  7ill
they unite with the S./P or dissolve into it? Will they make conditions-on it
and negotiate as two equal parties? Will they make political a=nd orguniza-
tional ‘demands on it? Or is the SWP acceptable as it now stands? —~ If they
answer thut guestion - not publicly, after all they are in a faction fight

in this organization -~ in their own minds, then perhaps they will draw the
lo*lcal conclusion I have tried to druw for them sooner, The formulation
"unity of revolutionary sociulists,™ if taken seriously, and given the

. definition of the minority of the political tendencies existins today, ean
cnly lead to the conclusion I have tried to drawe I wvish them L,od.a;peod,

or some rethinking and reevaluation before it's too latee 832—
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"I Harrington - Fantasy as PolemLO

RLPUY 0 OUR CRITIC° »

by Shane kabe'

" The previous issue of the YSR (Vol 3, lic. 4) contalned three ‘articles
which atteupted to defend the position of the IEC mejority on entvy ints
‘the SF-SDF, and to refute the political pOSItions ¢t the Left Wing,. BﬂcaﬁSe
these three articles are written from at least nominally di€ferenc points

. of view, and because they make somewhat different poiitical points, I will

answer them in succession despite their many coumon festures - notghly an

‘almost complete misunderstanding (or mlsrepresentatlon) of the YSL Left Llﬁvis

stand on socialist regroupment.

Corraée Harrington begins his attack 6n the Left’ Ting with a remarkcble
two sentence paragraph in which he manages to accuse of (z) sectarianism
(explicitly): (b) disloyalty, and (c) preparing to split and join the STP

~(these last two charges by barely concealed innuendo«) ‘Cther Le&li VWing

Caucus members have taken kike up on the acausations of dis’cyal»v and split
in justifiably vogcrous fashion, and I have nothing to add to wha’ has already
Yeen said, However, the cnaxée of sectarlanism requires e cextgin amouat of
dlscu381on. .

Cn the surface, this seems to be an argumeﬁt over vordso Mike defines
sectarianism as "the rote repitition of 'revolutionary' and 'Marzidticall
phrases, and the attempt to iupose them upon realltyn" I, on the other
hand, use Trotsky's definition of the basic nature of sedtarianism as "...a
refusdl to strug;le for partial and trarnsitional demands, i.ee, for the
elementary interests and needs of ‘the working masses as they are today-
Preparing for the revolution means to the sectarians convincing themselves of

the superlority of SOOl&llSmo"

But to 1ook at thls as a questlon of semantics ig to put thln s bacizwvards.

- Mike chose this particular definition nct because he considers it the best

one, or even a particularly useful one, but in order to charge the Left iing
both w1th "sectarlanlsm" aﬂ "rote Tepitit 1on" etc

As proof of this,” consider the NEC majority resolution on Ragroupment .
which:spealrs of the YSL (and all other smerican Socialist groups) zs a "ﬂect"
If Mike wishes to sey that the present YSL leaderchip is characterized b "ihe
rote repatition of 'revolutionery'! and 'karxistical® plrases ard the attorpt
to impose them upon reality", I’ will be the 1&ot to say. he’ is wxong - but

does he really mean this?

Of course, the polltxcal essence of the charge of Ysectarianiem" as
made by hike is meaningful, but not’ in terms of. itself .only in terms cf the
overall political positions courterposed. Its truth or falsity is decided by

the truth or felsity of Harrington's political arguuents against the Left
‘Wing, and’ anyone 1mpressed by talk of "sectarlanlsm" should xeep this flrmly

1n mlnd.

* As indicated 1n paragrgph l this is the first of three sections of a sinble
article dealing with material from the previous issue of YSR. Secticns II and
IIT will te presented in a subsequent issus-
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59 — HOW I OPiOSE A LaBOR PARTY w

But in seeking to discuss Harrington's political criticisms of our
pcsition we coms up against an urfortuuate fact - that lijke is not arguing
against the Left-Wing position but against a phaniesmzgoriz of his own which
he attempts to pass off to the trusting reader as the Left Ving position,

Thus I had the unusual exporience of learning from Harrington that I
refuse to "raise the demard for a labor party" and propose inscead "to wait
around in an crganization with revolutionary purity®s, iow, I doa't thinc I need -
to prove to the YSL membership that I am for raising the dewand for a lator
party, that I do noi insist on "revolubionary pubily" in order to belong to an
orgenizations The guestion is, how could Ez¥rington sa calmly and c¢oidiy
present to the YSL wembership statements which he opgnt to krow are the exact
oppositd of the truth? ‘ ’ ' . ‘ .

This question is an important one, because Harrington's préééntation of a

- stand diumetrically opposed to the one I actually take as my position on the

labor pavty, is not a unique case. As thosé members of the YSL who read the
discussion on the electoral action resoluticn will recall, Earrington. did
exactly the same tning there, that "Comrade Shané disagreés with our basic
position, that the independent socialists should now constitute themselves im
general, o..the left wing of the.,.mass workingclass parvies of social
democracy." oo C ' g ; o

In my article (Vol 3, 6°2) in YSR I exposed this falsification. Did
Earrington offer to the wmembers ‘of the YSL & single word of, apology, of
explanzblon, or even of defense for his indefensible statement? Fe did

not ~- instead, he repeated the exact same procedurs) L

~ COuBINED 4ND UKNEVEN CONFUSIONISL e

Similar falsifications, éome as‘blatant, étﬁeréiless so, abound in

“Earrington's.article, In fact, there is virtuslly nothing else there.

Thus, -Harrington states as one of his ﬁajor criticisms of ouf viewpoint that
"The ‘ccmrades of ‘the 1Left Ving Bulletin! have offered us no analysis of

~ Amevrican conditions and our relstion to them. Instead, they put forvh as their

fundamental concention a schematic, innacurste and aogmatic version of the law
of combined end uneven develorment. Fpom this general principle, they deduce

- hisborical development and tacticss®  (WBo Dospite Earrington’s consvant
use of the plural, this passage is evidently directed exclusiveiy at ny
-article, "Lescons of the Recunt WEC heeting . On this, see the "Orea Letter

to Harrington' by Comrades arden, Collins, and Worih,)

.o+ I:will ‘return to the hmatter of my éupposediy ha§inéj"hd éhaiysis_of

'Americen coritions" latero 1 prefer to start with Harrington®s effusions on
Meombired ard uneven development's D L :

~ . Earrington characterines my formulation of this law as "schematic,
innacurate, and dogmatic", but offers no evidernce whatevei for this caaree
against ny summary and absiract formula, which I posed on a furely methodological

~leYela 'Harrihgton’s'adEECt:veg'are merely insult in place of argument, and can
-be. ignovedo what bike attcupts to argue agaifist is what ho conceives ac the

.. aprlica%ioa I meke of the law to 4merican politics. 4rd here ho once again
~. tekes loave of realiiys T e e o :
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According to kike, I offer ny foruulution of combiml and uneven devel op-
ment as a "fwdanental concention" from which I "ieduce historical development
and tactics"e But vhat did I actually vwrite. "Comrade kariin's oroznosis for
the development of american socialiem is thus non-liarxzis% in method." I
discussed this law nct as a fifundamental conception" sufficient to explain the
entire future of Americen politics, but as a refutation of comrade hiartin!g

—

-schema of a gradual development by stages of the Auerican working class,

Does Harrington kuow the difference between kxx & fundameatal argument

and a redbuttal argumernt? I discussed coubined and umsven developaznt in only
one paragraph of my article, in crder to chow that it ig impernissivle for a
Farzist to assvue the smooth, gradual, orderly cdevelnpment of the Apericen

.. woriting class from stage to stage described by Comrads Martin at the Plewwn.

. Barrington's polemical procedure is to convert this into a "fundamenval conceptio:
(in the process, distorting it beyond recognition), then to draw conclusions
from it vhich he atiributes to me and to, argue against these conclusions., In
less polite terms, this is kuown as a "Straw kan" techniquos

Let us look now at this method in operations Harringtor states that "o
: Comrade Shane in kLis article on the recent NEC weeting, the 2w of combined and
uneven develorment means that the 4merican workingckss will 'skiip? the stage
"of -social.-demccracy, or of the labor party, and go from its present trade-
-union consciousness to a revolutionary consciousness with hardly a stop. This
-of -course, mis-states the law o cozbined and uneven developmentoo." If it
.does not alsd "mis-state" what I have said that is only because it doesn's
- have even that temuous a relation to my article,
At no point did I say that the #perican workers will slkip over this, that
~or the other stage. I merely stzted that social development is marked ty
. -"discontinuity of form". The crisis point at which a qualitative. transforma-
‘tion of this sort takes place will be determined by history, in America &s in

every other country, and I have no desire to chart out this process years in

- edvance--unlike the exponents of the american "theory of stages.!

Harrington'g iregination leads him‘into contradictions. On page 3, par. 3,
he writes: "Sharne's politics are based upon & conception of the American
workingclass ‘skipping! a states.. i, and on page U, par, 1, he adds, "there
vill be a leap forward: the vorkers will go from.capitalist“to revolutionary
politicso" But on par 1 (page 3) he wrote that according to me the 4merican
workingclass will Ygo from its presemt trace-union consciousﬁess to 2 revol-
utionary ccasciousness with hardly a stop." Now "hardiy a stop" is not at
all the sawe as "iskipping' a stageiie-i.60, no stop at all}

1

SOCIALISHM IN GENERAL

=

rerces that Harrington finds between himselfz and us on the
questicn of 'stuges' are imaginery ones, invented by him to attack the Left
Ving, But let ro cne thinic that we have no real and important differences on
this. Those political differecnces are most clearly concretized on the

issue of the nature of the left-wing of & lsbor party, and the role of :
socialists in thot left-wing, Earrington did not have to invent differences —
= I stated the ec-endizl igsues in dispute very clearly in my article on the
IBC meeting. “ince nous of the comrates vho criticized my article seems to have
read this secticn I will veproduce it heres

e
(v

"The majority resclution on socialist regroupment also is marked by
abandonuent of socialist politicel methodolosy vhen it states that the
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YSL wants to cicate a left wing in a future lnbor party which ’will
ain at winning the Laboi pariy to socislisu in a broad, general, sense.!
Socizlist politics. as opnosed to sactarian poli t1cs, does rot seek
Yo es¥atlish socialisn by wirning ﬁeu,“e ‘o & sev of ababtact ideas,
virether gpseiiie 0r gensraly o the contrary, it esecks ot every
- stagz to concretize its. vlt1 zte progean in such a way as to effectively
. promotve and stimiizte the class strugels of the workers.. The ne¢litical
‘program of revoiutionary socialism exisus Lasically as o barxici woxl
—view, but in the actual svena of clags svriggle 53¢, 1ike {he puicgran of
' anv other teulency, manifeste itself as a series of stants on cenexets
ssuec. Tae lefe wing of a labor parvuy, woastheér that pervy coiled itself
sOcial4nt or not; could never be bared on ‘picialisa in a gentral seanse!
any moxe than it could be based on, sz Y Atusten ina gﬂ,'xaa Songe. i,
Pracissly bevause irreccnrileable pol ielca¢ confiicis on the mosy
importaut issues of our time exist amcrg thee who call vhemselves
'socla¢ists~ eny genuinely 'broad! socialist pa:;y would bresl: wide
cpen tne moment it had to maswer a’ reo 1 politiezl auestion, such as, say,
the avtitude to take tcward a wank and fils onposition movemsut in a
union headeld ty a sonial~dsncoratic purentarad wiao happens vo sit on its
executive cormittes, Ln°_"pe“manunh awd I:ultful co-exisience of the
merged forces® envisaged in the majoriiy rTepoiueIon 1s thus concelvable,
given the political character of the SF-SDF leaders hip, oniy on one of
two conditions - el {ther the nev party wvefuses %o take & position on any
significant pelitical issus, and thereby reduce 'itzeif to the status of
a sect as isoiated from american political life as the SLP, or else one of
the tendenc.es agrees to accevt he posiu*ou of tne otn zr on all points,"
This is the reul mean1ng of, the dispute over_'stages-e ‘The right wing believ
“that ths basis of the Amev\can sotialist movament both teley axd tomorrow when
.a labor party is formed is !soclailicm ia a geners] sense‘ They beljeve that
this 'general sense' includes {be enti-sccialict nolitics of tha SE-ED¥, but
not scciaiist politics even as Yhey 1 U“dbrgtnﬂi then,  We believe .that Socialist
.politics are the- feundation for the growih of “the ~ociali.t moveasnt , because
only socialis% politics can “effeculvelv'promooe and stileate ‘the class
strubgle of the workerso" .

'

In Barrin ton' .$antasv things are differents. "The- sectarians (h¢s ‘term
for the left w: ng) ave witrheut pa :speotlvp - excep* hhaai of buuualmg a sectarian
movensnta G lhe 1na‘nolﬁe”ﬂ socralt«t"( <€z, the VSl right wing) o¥fer g
persusosive to turn the dmorican wo,:ﬂ‘1su mo¢enant, in o seriovs fashioa,
tewvart tha A’B jv"_ vorkinoclass." - Bub 3% i¢ the 2 ohowlng whl*h, po,)s of

class einu pls, which seeky Eo oo Jer* puliticaily t. veed Lhe Vo P*ﬁ& «lase. vhich
can un e;"'in* a labov pariy becange it refuses to ceep¥ a progras celllng for
sappn:t of expitalist canlzdatee in elections, e migat wing hes no oriena-
ticn tc the reai nescs and s*runn- of the working ciaas: Socizlist politics,
to them, are w~iiple. rhrmsca viich cap D2 sbanioned in practice while buing
kept ir = closct to te uesd in sozeches against ths loftih-wipgg arnd oa ~vildays,
Their orientation Is focmally sectarian Yesdupe hsy dase themselves oniy on
"socialisa in a gegneral sensaf, Tub actvally opportunist and capitulatox ¥y to
socizl Gemeecricy bocauasa ’xki'dec1are their wlllingiess to accep& the actuel
anti-socialiay t 3liu.:' o7 ghe S.-SDF saé Promise iv advance not to win.the
united osvi: tn vhcie ova v sposed. pol~u1cal Drograne .ve have g oerspcvtive to
the worisas cleso. . Yhaeir aeprpu"ige is to tho Laoox burcaucrauv
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THE NONEXISTENT ANALYSIS 62

. Let us now return to Harrington's charge, quoted earlier, that "The courades
cof the 'Lefv~Wing' Bulletin have offered us no aralysis of Anerican corditiong
cand our relaticn to themo" 1Is this another falsification? The resolution on

Socialist R.groupment introduced by the left wing at the NEC plenum stated the
followving: W..o.until economic and social changes sufficient tg bring about the
‘gensral radicalization of the american werking class have occurred, no organi-
zational move can lead to establishment of a rass paeriy of socialism in the UeSa,
nor will smerican socialists be z2ble to break out of thLeir isolatdd
propaganda--group e xistence. : - S Ty
"Wevertheless, within the 1imits of the present social and economic
conditions of the U.S., the perennial disunity and fraguentation of the Left
exerts a very harmful influence.". = -~ . . ’ S
"The grest, fundamental: change in the objective conditions of today is
the disintegration of S zlinicme..lin america it is the crisis of ‘Stalinism..that
provides the context for socialist Tegro upaent o

A page later Harringtcn added specifically "you will look in vain for an
analysis of “merican conditions in Comrade SLare's ariicle.! If Herrington had
taken the trouble to look énto.my article -hiiself, he might have fouud the
following. statement: "the socialist movement has not been withering this past

.. decace because.of its own mistaxes, butbecause the morkiﬁg-claSS‘paasivity

. ‘produced by the permansnt var economy. combined with the toonm paase o1 the
nornal prosperity-depression cycle has dried up the natursl &arina for sociallst
political activity.- .. - . . - . - . e e ’

Now Harrington may. agred or disagree vith the above analysbs- (vhich are,
of ccurcse, sketchy and incomplete) ~ but he mast aduit that they do represent

-.anx analysis of american conditicns; subject to invwlligent discussion, Vhy
~~then did he feel coumpelled to assert that the left ving has "ro ansiycis of

.. American conCitions and our.relationship to thems"7 . The explanaticn is to be
- found in the context of the polemic. - - Lo

. What Harrington is &btempting to do vith-the false assertion that we have
no analysis of #merican corditions is to.counter the charge I made against the
oriemtation of the right wing in my article: YOf +he many criticisms thzt can
e made of this mechanical and warezlistic orientation, perheps the med
important is that it is totally-divorced from any evaluabion'of the otjective
situation in vhich socialist regrouwpment is to'take placeo " Hls M"anguer! has

- .three partss Firsi, the Talse counter-ciarge that we have no analysis, etce

~ CATACLYSUS AD GTEER OFPORTUUITIES w

.. .Second, and no less fraudulent.for being in blatant contradiction to the
first, is the charge that I see no opportunities 67 .any sort and propose to
waitaround for a "eabaclysa", vkich wenld absolutely guarantee g revolutionary
' . ' developnent of the “merican workingclacso’ His ‘poiitics, and those of the
1left wing', follow from the expeciation of a cataclysm and an ‘irmediste
) .,development_of,a~revolutionary consciousness in the American,workiﬁgolasso“
;. iliike's'proof? - for this charre consists of one phrase from my article - that
- the creaticn of a labor parsy "requires the acticn of econcmic and “social pressurc
“of .tremendous ‘force",. Fhal has this t6 do with "eaveclysm"? Barringuon can tell
. you — 'Tn other wowds, ntil thore is a 'tremendous’ bregk ir smerlcan society,
something which, presumebiy, will be on the order of the Thirties a% a
minimun, the labor movemeni, remainy tied to capitalist politics, there is little
. or. npthing for the socialist movement to ‘do," ‘etce, etcay;o :The method is
classice Tpking off from a singlie word —- "tremendous® - Like constiucts a
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wierd, obfiously ridiculous theory vhich he uses as a club vith which to
beat the left wing over the head. ILconomic &ad social changes far short of the
total collapse of the system could bring tzemsndous pressus's to bear on tke
working class - for instance the appearance of sizeable unemployment pius
continued price inflation in ths context of isday’s cuormous consumer dont,
especially if combined with a socialist develurment irbernationally anf. a
breakthrough of the Fegro struvggle into the arsna of independent politicdl
action, OSuch a development is obviously what I meani bty the phrase thai
Mike picked on - if I was talking.about the complete‘cOllapse of dmex.lcan
capitalism I would have said eoi BERE

The real questlon is this - does Like think that the establishment of a
labor party and its adoption of a socialist program wiil take place in &
smooth, gradual, orderly process, without the operation of "tremendous
pressures'? Does he then expect Aperican capltaliem to evolve ’ree from
crises of any sort? , . .

’

- Thm BRuuK-OUT -

' The third part of lee's effort to answer me on | the quest;on of "the
objective situation in which socialist regroupmont is to take place " consists
of ®m% bluster to the effect that "The independenzt socialists hese themselves
on an analysis of “nmerica today", in presumed contrast to us "sectarians®, He
throws in innumerable references, to being for a labor party, as if he actually
believed that we are against a lahor party’ -He mentioiis the spirit of Ceneva.
the permanent war economy, the WNegro struggle, the ipossibility! of sizeable

un-employment. He doesn't even ¥preclude the kind of process vhich Spane describes

(i.e~, the "cataclysmic' wlit process which he describes and atiribuses to me.)"

. How all this is supvosed to add up to-an "analysis of “pmerica today" we 'can

" only guesse But it is enough for iike .to conclude that "Shane really doesn't
have anything to offer other than the ‘continuation of the sects. Our
politics, on the ohher hand, are based on the conception that socialists can
now turn toward the workingclass in a meaningful fashion, that tertain
opportunities are opening up for us, Thls is not to say that we antitipate a

. mass socialist party in the near futuree. "It means that we project the

',n609331ty, and -the p0331b111ty, of a break-out from our sectaﬁian existence
and toward the WorkGISo“ R .

: How prettily is posed the choice before the YSL — on the one hand the
"gectarian" Shane vho offers only "the contimiation of the szots’, and on
tke other the "Independent-Socialist” Earrington, offering "a break-out from
our sectzrian ex1stence and tOW&Td the viox ke»s“Lo

Very true, Harrlngton c’almq to offer much more than I do ~ but before the
members .of the YSL -accept this o offer at face. value,; they would ‘do well to ask
themselves the -question: Can Harrlngton deliver what he promlses? -

: Before considerln thle ques+ion in detail a certain’ terminological
clarlflcdtlon is necessary. Harrington continually uses the loaded tera 'sects!
. to describe all the present organizations of ‘4perican socinlismi instead of the
neutral, scientific designation of "small propaganda groups-—vhich is vhat
he meanss This aids him no little in performing thé sleight of hard necessary
' to. convict the left wing of "sectarianism", becauseé he is able, without any
effort, to confuse the reader by usinz the term "sect;'f in two entirelv different
‘senses®. the small propaganda group lixe the YuL, CP. SUP OR ISL and the
'"classical“ sect like the SLP. -

Thus the “choice" offered bv harringtonxnust be reatated as follows: on
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the one hand the 'sectariun' Shane who offers only "the continuaticn of the
propaganda grows", :nd on the other the "Independent Socialist", Iarrington,
offering "a break—cut of our propaganda group existence and toward the workers,!

v

What does Earrington mean by this Mreal—out" from propaganda~group
existence? One thing he specifically says he does not mean is "a mass socinlist
party in the near future." Therefore the new prliticel crganisn he propeses to
cre:te would appear to be a strange creaturc, neither fish nor fowl, neither a
propagunda group or a mass party - something described as a "broad", "all-
~inclusive", "Dobsian" socialist party. Whut meaning do these glittering adjec~
tives have? What would be the real nature of such an organization?

The answer to these questions is to be found, to be sure, in the corcrete
nature of the "socialist unity" proposed by the YSL Right Wing — and I will degl
with that in a subsequent scction of this articles Here I will answer them
frou a different angle — from the real MAmericun conditions' of vhich, according
to Harrington, I "have no analysis", : o . '

As I stuted carlier in this article, the present propaganda group existonce
of &merican socialism is imposed by the present prosperity and the fensral
workingelass passivity flowing from ite Until thore is a fundemontal chunge in
this objective situation, that propagnda grouwp wxistence will rem=in, vhatever
our subjective inclinationse In what essentinl respoct would the activity or
size of a merged SP-SDF-ISI-YSL differ frem the present propagende groups?

Would it lead significant nunbers of workers in class strusgle - the party of
Zeidler? Would it kex carry on gn extensive electornl campaizn? It could not,
and does not want to, since th.t wmeaus opposing "labor-backed" condidniog,
Would it play a significant role in a randk and file cpposition mevoment to the
Reuthers dnd ¥cDonul@s? The nbdticn is absurd. wWould it be large encugktc be
congidered even a very miner force in “merican politics? The most optimistic
estimate of the Right wWing, that of Comrade Shactmgn, is that the worged party
would have 2,000 ucmbers a year from its formation - a muster vhich is as wildl;
exagzerated in relation to the redl prospects for the SF~-SDFISL as it is
infinitesinmal in relation to “uericsdn peliticse The fact is, th:t what would
be created by tho type of unity proposed by the Right Wing is siuply nncther
propagenda sroup, not because theyire ":ectariang" but because thit is sll that
is possible in “merica toduye The difference betweon the Right and Loft Tings
of tho YSL is that they arc for a propagrnda group with anti..socialist politicy
and we arc for a propagunda group with socislist poditics, That is alil The
talk of a brenicout' is nothing but an attompt to avoid a discussion of the volitic
of rogroupnente : ' ' , o

'

OUR ACTIVITY IS NEaNINGIUL _

Does this mean that Harrington is right when he suys that "Zor Shone there
is no real possidbility of meaningful'sécialist'activity without z messive crisis
of the system."? This statoment is, like the rest of Harrington's article,
frandulent demagogye But it is also a stateuent with the met shoclzing
implications, 5 L

vinnt Harrington is saying is that the smullisbcialist propag-nda grovng, ﬁhick
I repcat, arc all I expect the anerican socialist novement to contrin in the
irmediante fubure, huve "no ronl possibility of neaningful socialist activity.",
and this statement is just as true of the small socialist prepigunda £rovp :
tiind Harrington is Naticonal Chairman ofe Therefore, according to Earrington,
the T5L does not carzy on and hias "no real possibility" of .corryous on "z ning-
full socialist activity.® ' o ,

There is nothing that Harrington could have s2id which would constitute a
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' morc serious blow to the socialist zovoment in 4merica. If there is "no renl
possibility of meaningful socialist activity® why skould cnyene be a socialist, a
above all, why should anycne malze the considerable personal eacrifices required
to belong to o suall socialist crgunizaticn in theyears of the vitch-bunt?

If this vicre true, adhereuco to socialisa would be reduced to the level of

o purely personal ideologleal couviction and the socialist :ovement weeld be
reduced not uerely to a political soct, but to a reliysious sects

It is, hewever, complotely false to think that until therdiis a tig,
poverful sociclist movement there is no possibility of meaningful sociclist
activity, The small, weak, isolated revoluticnary socialist groups ars todny the
most meanigful political tendency in “merica because we, and we alcne, arc
engaged in preparation of the future of the smerican labor novement - we and
we alone have learned to use the method of Marxisfi , we and wo alone point the
viay for the smerican working class to its inevitable strugs=le for rower and for
the destruction of capitalieme The small and powerless socialist propas nda
gronps of today are the necessary prerequisite for the socialist revolution of
tomorrowe JThere is no highor criterton of ueaningfulnesse

But our activity is also meaningful in the narrower, pragonatic sense—-and
without this day to day activity our larger purpose can never be accorplished,
Our intervention in the labor novenent, most important of all the activity of
our comrades as nilitanbs in the lubor movement in exposing the labor bureaucracy
and in opposing the capitalist political partice, and in drawing the whder
conscquences, the socialist consequences of the ordinary strikes and class
strugesles of the workers, is en essential part of the wmolecular process leading
to the breck of the lubor movement fom capitalism. Our fight for civil liberties,
the role of the ISL in the Shactman passport cace, the role of the S\WF in the
Kutcher case, are inmediately and obviously meaningfule So is our activity

on civil rights, on academic freedom, on many other questionse .

Harrington mretonds that only a united SP-SDF-ISL can carry on meanin sful
socinlist activity. But how will the diffusion of socialist propasanda, the
nain activity of a propaganda group, be nade nmore neaningful by the abandonment
of 'Lnabor action" without anything, however,miserable, to take its place
except the "C:11"? Eow will the activity of our militants in the labor —ovement
be nnde more "meaningful" if they have to. join a political organization tied
to the laber bureaucracy? How can we express "meaningful" political solidarity
with tlie ¢olonial liberation movements and at the same time recogznize as our
leaders men vho consider themselves the Ycomrades" of Guy Mollet? The
indisgensable pre-~requisite to neaningful socialist political activity is
socialist politicse— exactly the sort of.politics the SPe 4SDF does not hiaved

'~ TROTSKY ON'AMEEIOA'(fHaaalﬁcrom EDITION) o

I will conclude this section with an andysis of one of Comrade Harrington's
lesser folsifications which cffers a clue to his basic political approach as well
as an intervsting example of his polemical methodse

On p.3, par 2, of his YSR article, Mike says that I assert "that the
anericen workingclass is large, shuggish, not prone to action, and therefore
will move swiftly once it takes the initiativelt

Like's arjunent against this is slightly on the wierd sida, He cloims that
Wile hive here o mechanical repitition of a point nadd by Trotsky in 1919t
(I dou't unow thether or not this is so, since I have not read the book iiike
refers %o for scveral years, and have no copy available to check his reference.
But I certaivly cannot advise anyone to take Larrington's word as to what
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Trotiky actunlly said)s “nd then he uoves in to give the coup de ¢rice~ "shortl.
after Trotsky mnde tho algebraic staterent referrégd to, he ecxanined arerica
itself and cnne to the conclugion that Fhe Europe:m Revolution would probobly take
place before tho aucrican,!

Here we have a prime ex/nple of Harrington's favorite version of the
argunent fron authority - the avguuent froa irrelcvant authority. Mt on
earth is the contradiction between Trotsky's prediciion that the 3uropean
revolution would precede the anerican revolution and the proposition that
before, during, or after the European revolution, the dierican viorkingel-ss
"will move swiftly once it takes the initiative"?

But let us return to Harrington's statement of ny view as that lthe
american workingelass is large, sluggish, not prone to acticn, and therafore
will uove swiftly onco it tokes the initiative.! Note - he has not quoted what
I soid, Jjust paraphrased. I wonder how nany readers of his article took hisg
word for ny views without checking against ny article in which I wrote the
following: '"Comrade Martin'sg prognosie for the developuent of #rerican socialisn
«+ocoupletely kpgnores the violent end radical changes inherent in the very hugene:
of americen capitalism. Tpe “nmerican labor novement is as slugeish as it is
big and strong, because it is under the coiplete control of a privileged buresuer:
profoundly attached to the existing socigl order.n

What Harrington has done is sidply to distort Dy views by renmovinz any
referenco to reality fron then » I based uy expectntion of rapi& covement of
the anerican workingclass on the nature of "america's fontastically unstable
capitalisn" and on the necessity for the vworkingclass to shaie itself locse from
the control of "a priviloged bureaucracy pfofoundly attached to the existing
social order," Under Harrington's legerdemain this is trensformed into the
proposition that the american working class "will nove swiftly once it takes the
initiantive "because it is "lurge, sluggish, not prone to actionc &nd after
this he has the effrcntery to accuse Ly position of Laving no "rdlation to the
Anericoh factse,® to accuse ne of basing nyself on "a formuln whose life has
been ossified to a dorga,m

I suspect that the reason for this is not merely poleniexl unscrupulousness.
1t 35 sigmificant that Earrington, so prolific of references to "Aroriecsn
renlity?, "our ceonception of the socinl forces", "8n analysis of the Amcrican
labor nmovement®, etco is incapable of discussiong the Anerican 1abor bureaucracy
as & sociael stratun; a socizl force in its own right- and in this f~ilure he
is xxxkyx nerely following in the foobtsteps of the wonderfully "independent
socianlist " ancrican Resclution of the 1955 YSL Convention. Byt this tendency
tovard adaptation te the laber bureaucracy, which I believe is the basic cause
of the Bight Wing's desire to liguidate our novenent into the 87..50F; is sone~
~vhat nore clearly chown in Conrade keier's article; and so I vill denl with it =
at greater length in the scetion of this essay dealing with her article "On Unity.!

LA B BN B

% Since I possess Vole. II, but not Vol I, of The Firgt Five Years of the
Corvmunist Internetionnl I chrecked that portion of iiike's refercnce to Yrotsky.
Sure encugl, I found o statsuont that predicted revolution in Farope bofore
anerica, but I alue found a stutorient on the sune page to the ex-xt oprosite
effect freti that wiiclk harrinston sought to produce: "the victory of tie
proletariat in the tiout important countries of EZurope will be the prenise for
svift reveolutioner: ¢ ovelopment in snerica." Ip view of this, perhaps Nikelg

reference to Yol 1 wis accurate, so only one of his two references was distorted.
Oh well, <500 isn't a bud batting average for sore® leaguecs
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Political Hevolution: Social Revolution
’ & Footnote on Revisionism
(cannonite variety)

by kike Harrington

H

For a whole variety of reasons, the YSL has rccentlv'come‘intb élgéef contac£

with Cannonite politics than at any time in its historys There are in our
midst a few comrades moviag toward Carnonism, and a few already there; the
Cannonites themselves are attempting to enter the youth field; with the intem- '
sive discussion of scciclist regrounment, there has been more contact betvecn
the various socialist tendencies in the UsS: For these reasons, a brief dig-
cussion of the most fundamentzl theoretical question which divides us from the
‘SWP is in oxder. o - ‘ ¢ ’ ' I o

For the Si/P, Russia is a degenerated workers! state, 1.e. the economic founda-
tions, the nationalized broperty, are progressive, the political structure, the
rule of the bureaucratic "class", reactionary. Given this brsic outlook, the
Bungorian and Folish Revoluticns are political revolutions; that ig, theyr do

not tend toward an essential change in property relationships, but ere concerned
with the transfer of pclitical power from the bureaucracy to the pecple, Thus,
for example, lLurry Weiss' anulysis in the October 29th iilitant. ' ‘

Is this a sinple academic questica? «fter all, can't the Cannonites call a .
revolution "political” vhile we call it "social," and both of us “support it, .
and the differenece betveen the tvo approaches be a question vhich can be settled
by larxist scholars after socialism is a reality? Far from it. The two concep-
tions ‘express fuddauentally different attitudes tovard deomocracy and socialinm,
That they are not sharply posed, the one against the other, is more the result
of the contradictery cheracter of the Cannonite theory than anythingz else. But

the differences are quite real and basie, and they may well effect practical

issues in the future,
For us, dewocracy in tlie transition to socialism is not an elem nt of "supar-
structure," a political factor which is independent of the socinl base, Rather
it is the very essence of the socialist socizl revolution, and this is not a
fact because we say it is, or because we are addicted to petty-boursecis phrasew
mongering: it follows from the class character of the socialist revolution, 1In
all previous revolutionary trenstformation, it was a yuestion of thetransfer of
social powver from one ruling class to another, from one minority to cnother
minority. Bourgeois democracy ras the historiczl form of tlhie capitalist revo-.
lution in certain purts of Zurope, but it was not €ssential to capitalism itself,
Capitaliem was compatible with Italian Fasciom, with ¥azi-ism, with auasi-~ '
feudzl elements in Japan, Capitalism requires freedom for capital, for commodity
production, but not freedcm for people. I ' B :

Socialism, on ‘the other hand, is the first revolution which is based on the over-~
vheluing majority and on ths social appropriation of’production rather than some
new form of individual appropriation. The workinrclass cannotbase its pover upon
indivicdual ovnership of the means of production. Yor it, the very essence of

its pover, of its social revolution, resides in its ability'to excercize social
control over the means of production. and that means democracy, There is no
other way. ' ' ' ' '

Interestingly enougsh, this question was posed, under anoth-r form, in the German
Social Dewmocracy at the turn of the century. The revisicaists, like Bernstein,
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put forth their notion of the "socializin-! process within czpitelism. They

arpucd that it was cnly necescary to wait w:til this had reached its complete
fruition, «xd there vould be socialism. Hosa Luxembous: vas one.of the leaders
of the iarxizn win - of the Partve »nd her pclenic ag.inst Sernstein is relevant
to the ¢uestion under ailscussion here.

Bernctein, she said in a speech at a Party meetinz in 1399, repeats and repeats
the .crxist formulation thet "before any class wins political power, it must
first succeed in conquiring the economic pover," (Does that sound like the
Cannonites, et al?) But can this "wodel" be applied to the socialist revolution?
"Ho....l0r this does not taize into accountthe tremendous difference heivizen our
cluss strugsle and #ll preceding class struggles. The affirmztion that iha
proleturiat struggles; in contrast to all other classes, not to establisih a new
ruling class, but to create a classiess society, that is no mere phrase... 1%
is an illusion to believe that the proleturiat can secure actual pover vithin
bourgeois society; it can only first win political pover and then root out
capitulist property. Bernstein atteupts to talke .arx end Ingzels and apoly a
schene from the great French Revolutlon to our situetlon...“ :

The iwport of &ll this is cleur. Flrot, the vorkingclass! social revolution,
unlilke all preceding social revolutiors has at its very corse. the conguest of
political pover. Secoad, the separation of political and cociel povier which is
possible uncer various forms of class society cannaot, ‘because of the very
nature of the vorkingclass revolutiop, lewd tovard socialism. In- 1899, those
who denied -this fact were revisionists like sernstein vho vere capitulating to
capit.list society. They pointed to the "socialization" of production, to
verious reforms, to the strnegth of the cooperative movement, and saw there
the begsinnings of socialiswm, For them, it was only a matter of time until the
politicel power of the worizin,cless could be added to the .lready Wgocizlized
econoLy, like so wuch wnlnped cream on top of dessertq : .

Clearly, the Ccnnonltes are not c: pltul tlnb to bour1601s society. ‘ard Vet
their distinction between the political and the soci:l revolution of °OCI“L15m
stanas in a curiously svmaebrical relationship to Hernstein and the revision—
ists. “hey, too, see socizlisw groving vitout the active paTthlp‘thﬂ of the
worizingclass. Bubt their vision is not of capitalist, but of Stslinism. This
is the basic and funuamentsl difference betueen vs and the C:nnonites.

For us, the politic.l conquest of pover by the —crkinzclass, its democratic rule,
is not "siuplyt political. It is of the very social essenee of the revolution,
it records « chun e in property relationslkips, for it signifies, exnbtlv; the
\ss‘qt‘;w menns 1o <001h1 omership of p;cpertr - Politics and economics

arc futed, In practical terms, this app.rently thecret*cal entagonisia could
have ith&lJLF consequences — as it did in the case of Titoism It also

has consesucnces in o myriad of small, secm1nrlv unrelutea, dttlthdes and
olicies in tie uecwestic and iorelgn scence -

In the 1 te sineteenth and early Twentieth Century, Bernstein attepted to sep-
arate, if onl,s for a while, thie soeial revolution of the vorizin.: clas‘s'anH its
politicul revolution, Lufembour& ans ered that, since the class nature of the
soci-livt revolution vius quollt“tivelv different from all other social revolu~
not be. at that tiae, it was the porer of a prosperous- and

tions, this could
foperiolict copitilien vhich was the basis of this' revirionisw. Fodav, the
contoxt o ch, noce treliendousiye  and et the Cinnonites m:lre the Bernsteinian

separaetion) they too sce sociclism developin: behina the bacits of the workers
-— only thkis tiwe, tie force that is belind the theorv 1s not copitalist, but

Stalinist, imperislicm. Lo T . v
| . e 84
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. SOME MORB TRIVIAseeeoeses..

" BY Debble Lieler

Is 1t vorth itesse? Ch =ell, it's hord to rasistl

I wonder if Comrade Scott would come down to earth for a moment and tell us all
vhot is 2iling himl Now, if he hag soue objections to my plece on abstentionism,
I'd be glad to hear them developed in a serious way - surely no one is obliged
to agree. The actual truth is that I suspect that if Scott weren't so confused
thase days with cager he wale reglize thet the acilcle wos 205 discussing amy
machiavellian plet to sirengthen the "buresucracy" of Martin, et al, 1In faet,

I strongly suspect that undernsath all that blub and bluster Scott may really
agree with me!l He just got carried aviay by factionalism and didn't realigze
therefore that this vas not a factional issue at alll

In fact, to digress for a moment, the position I put forth is Just as useful

to the "left wing" caucus (I hate to admit it) as to the mejority. TFor example,
one need only note that a very large proportion of the "left ving" caucus!
membership consists of very new members vho apparently joined the YSL and a
minority faction at almost one and the same time! \hile one might question the
wisdom of this, certuinly, using my own arguments to defend themselves, they
have every right to do so--i.e. to take sides, If in their opinion, hovever
inexperienced, etc., the "left ving" caucus is pretty much correct they

are certainly richt in jeining t-althouck, ac Yotk I and Seotvt polated out
this does nov mezn they are not obiiged to try emd find out as much as possidble
about all sides of the question. 4nd in units such as Antioch and Berkeley,
where the "left wing caucus" leaders are the bureaucracy, it is they, and

not the hartinities (l) who gain by abstentions, if Scott is correct. In actusl
fact I don't follow Scott!s whole line of reasoning on this bureaucracy questionl

But then mgybe we should apologize today for confusing some overzealous faction~
alists by writing, speaking or doing ANYTHING during this heated period except
rip into eachother or hatch clever pPlots and conspiracies, Because, far from
being directed at Scott, this was intended as an educational piece to encourage
new members of the YsL to participate in the politics of the YSL rather than
remzin cn the side-lines because of inexperience. I might encourage "humilj ty"
in doing this, but vhat I want to stress is their right, in fact their obliga~
ti~ons, to be full voting and functioning members. "siartinism® had nothing

to do vith it. 1I've long given up convincing Scott with regard to abstentions,
~=1or as old HaC minutes will indicate he holds a world's record for abstentions,
and none of them were to his own advantage as far as I can make out, and, in
fact, the; have always been and remain a mystery to me,

wnat I was stressing, and vhat I will gladly repeat for Scott too, boils dovn
simply to thist to abstain is no vay to avoid talking issue, and therefore not
& "way out! for those who are undecided, umsure, confused or the likel

g
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a LETTER ON TEZ "LaBOR P 72

é
&
=

By Scott sarden

Introduction

The letter reproduced below vas or;glnallv wrltten for pub;lc tlon in LAROR
ACTIOY as a 1etter~to—the—ed;torar

Comrade Draper returned it to me (w1thout »pGlelc“llJ refusing publ ication)
sugsesting tihiat such.a disctassion viguld be ‘more fruitful if it vere bzsed on
Comrade FBenson's more compléte treatment cf the Cangre551una1 investigation——
instead of Cowrade .1laon's sho;ter article vkich D pe“ con51dered news repori—

__In ny onlnlon Draner is in error in his evalupt‘on of Hllson's piece and this
opinion, I believe, can be su statlated bV a sin@la read*nn of the Vilson piece.
I have, hovever, no inventlon of arguing with Dreper on what may be a mere mat-

- ter of opinion, ard’am there;ore preparing a letter on tqe Beﬂacn article for
LeAs, with Draper's assurance that it will- be publis cheds

.In the meantime the letter below is still ap:; llcable and may vell ‘stimulate
discussion in the ranks of the Y3L. b e T
O IR B L

PN -

) : E PR SO A FRR

' LETTSR TC THE EDITOR OF LaPOR ACTIOE - —  harch 10, 1957

Labor sction last week (issue dated karch Lth) featured ar article by Jack
VWitson entitled "The Heat Is On Eoffa &and Becw."' This article, since it was
published in La, is presumedly an attempt to cover the current Teamster!s
Unio: mess from a SOCldll t p01nt of v*ew.

.

. Thls presamptlon is 51ven elbht by the fact that the Editor evicentlv cocnsidered
.Wilson's efiort WQrtlh of iront pawe space.

A careful r a& ng of tnl artlcle, however, cznnot fail tc rzise sorme auestion
in the mind of a 3001allst reaaero :
o The que stion b01l« doWn to.... Do a0014110ts view the intrusion of .agencies of
.:the capitalist state into.union. affairs as “prorresv1v€" or,, rather, as scma—
thing that must be opposed in every possivle vay? ’

. Cozracde ilson, and Labor action by inference,would seem to'Supporﬁ'the former
-, view. That is, his article, standinem zlone, is-a sikple’scho of the incorrect
lire precently puched by the Wofficial® 1ibersl-labor leaaersnlp.,_“

This line is one of ccme token lip service to the notion of "labor cleaning
. 4ts own house" but at the same: tire approvel of (ir- not endorsement), in effect
.at least, the past and present congres sionel committee hearings. ‘'Htness,
sirply, the stund thcy took on the use of the Fifth amérdmen nte.. not to mention
the extremely significant anti-civil libertarian implicztions involved in
thel* 'ﬁLoanlt‘on" of tne use OL tne 4nendment. :

SOCidllato, in cont a&l)tlanlcn to other wol*tlcal elements, ave traditionally
looked to the woririns class alune as the proper "house cleaner" of vorking

cless organizations, generally speaxing. They have, historically, opposed
attempts of the ruling class to meddle in the internal affairs of the union

movement . 34— -
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It may well be that this "traditional" and "historical! apprOcch vas (4) in-
correct to begin with or (B) has been outmoded by subsequent developments., aAnd
& third possibility, of course, is thzat it does not, fo; some reason, apply

to the current attacikk on the Teamster'!s,.

If zny of these tn"ee'bxneptions“ are applicable we onlv ask that they be

stated and established. Socialist theory, it is generally agreed, can mistakene
ly and incorrectly be "institutionalized™ and, unfortunately, achieve the

status of an unchanging and semi-~religious dogma. Vhile opposing substitution
of cant for thought, however, it is fair to assume that socialisis, as omposed
to less serious people, politically speaking, do not abandon previously held
points of view hovever incorrect without analysing tne“ for mbat they are and
demonstrating a clear reason for change. ,

If we agree on this, Labor Action despite bezng the best socialist weexlv in
the U.Sc, 1s still manifestlJ culpable on the issue in queetlono

"There may well have been, admlttedly, articles in past issues whlch made LA's
position clear at that time. ‘

Nevertheless, facts are: reported from a point. of v1ewoq.and'3udring solely
from the article in question we are forced to conclude that ‘ilson's (if not
the Editor's) point of view is qne of approval of the capltallst Ooverneent'
‘attacr on Becko - . :

It is unnecessary to waste véluable space c1t1ng quotas from an artlcle that
speaxs for itself in an open manners.

Soc1allets should and do oppose labor racxatﬂ*rln“ (Beck‘s union belng a
sterling-gilver example) and welcome évery ir cpendent effort of the worxing
class to democratically. rid itself of Beck-li:.e cencers, but at the same
‘time we have a completely different attltude towara capltallst 1nterventlon
in this dlrectlono B L

State the problem however you will but 1t is’ obv1ouu that the "lib-leb!
 officialdom!s role has: been more like ‘that of a servant clesning his quarters,
" ‘under orders ard in an objéctionable manner. than that of a free and independ-
- ent man cleamn6 hls ovn house. -

gggﬁ should be the emphasis 1n any article on the current attack on the des-
picable Becit, and socialis%s and their publications should in no vay identify
rith the reactionary bouvgecls effort 1n this direc*ion--or its l¢b-lao official~
dom's echoese. BT ;~ : : .

‘It ghould be anparent that we do not suggest a full "Laingtical" analysis be
incorporated into every article published in LA on this or any other question.
8t1il less that “trudltlonal" ph aseologv be employea in the discuss1on of
these problems. . PR ‘. _ .

A socizlist point of view must, hovever. be at the very least implied (if
socialist publications are to serve any function as such) and Comrade /ilson's
article in question does not even hint that one might éxist.

ot . BG4B



T4

UNIT RoPORT: DaYTOraina YSL karch 7, 1057

Major arenas of activity:

.ost of the student members of the unit are involved in the canpus socialist
club at wntiochs This club invites in outside speakers, generally sponsoring five
or six public meetings each division. It is the only fuuctioning politicel clud
on campus. Recent meetings have heard Lrnest .azey of the Ua., & syrnosium on
colonizlism vith africen and asian students," Unit members zlso helped iu tae
wnroll for rreedom petition campaign. urnie Dillard, & Deiroit unionict active
~ith FePJS, kicikea off the highly successful campaign at antioch,

activities .nd zduc.tionals? _
"anvils end Chellenge wre sold by the cusipus socialist club, alons *ith other
socialist publications."

"The unit, vhich re-~fori.ed recently after a lopse of a couple of months “when
the transfer out of severzl merbers reduced it to the status of orgenizing com—
mittee, holas rexlar weekly dicscussions. Cne nenber genrally nckes a short Dres—
entation preceecding the discussion. Topics vhich huve been or vill be discussed
include: "The Need for a Revolutionary Socizlist Perty;" "The Wature and Develop~
ment of Stalinisw;! "Hevolution in sast Zurope," etce®

Specizl Problens:

"The major problei: of any unit,corposed largely of .ntioch studerts is the
'div! svstem, vhich means that a portion of the unit is scaitered around the countwy
every few months. hovever, in general, mewbers find themselves in large cities
vhere other YoL units exist.!

Help, help:
"It would be helpful if other units could sug est spealzers in our general

vicinity who could coue to .ntioch. Tours or si.ply visits by other YSLers
would be very welcome,

Organization:

"The unit has doubled its size in the past month (#eb-), and has several excele
lent prospects, ew meubders generally ure frow a political bacikzround in or
around the stalinist movement but they have broken with Stalinism over tlie past
couple of years, a breuzk that was accelergted by the developments in Poland and
Bungarye." The unit meets regularly every veek,
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