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T ”he nuesiion of “he bolﬂcv o follow in election camna*'ns, Wike-
all “Drﬂc+icnj'~0011u¢cnl questinns 18 extremelr comnlex and. cannot be’

.1cﬂ in a2l A orioristic or dosnatic fashiion., This vieh we knovr,
-Ad Fmore'is no dtsajrocront between ws, oo e

“This simmle sctateent, However, nevor scttles the matter since
avory sitvation is "dilforen (osr001w117 for tho S7L in ith oresent’

stato)fand Aifforent situations obviouslv evole diffcront rcsnon cS.

Oz the other hand, tha 3YL as a revolutionarv sociali s pronatanda
lotvino, Is antonatically differcntiatod fron all Jiuendld Qcovns’b" the
nrincinled nqtﬂvc'of_its oqlitical activitr,” DB nrincipled,. of corrso,
I doupt imnl-pure’ Yeloant or scctarlan,‘ althoush a Iya'no, bv its
verw 2ature, can ocasily fall into such a nﬂttorn.‘-- ISR

It-is the ﬂa*ﬂro of this Giffcrontiation and cverithini wnwch \
flows from.it, That dotcminegs_ cloctoral woliecr 4n goneral. It is the-

" snocifiic si? ation .and its ossentiallw nnique 3a7ﬂrco ol Po”cos whch
detorminos hc Lorm: whic™ this activitr is %o "take. . ‘
© LArscentrian groom, for cxample, (the 3P is tho bost I Prow), is
esncekally char: cunri7od by a constitvtional inabilitr to co'promisc .
on 3mcssentinla. Thisg covrho is jUSt115ud bv-an appcal to the dirty -
nxturc ol . poli th ﬂnd the nocnsgity of kdoping tho “oloct” froofrom
any--idoolorical. irflinences and nolitical corrroriscs wHich wenlde~it
is nrocla i“ud--w“uv4+1\lv neccssitato slving vn the socialist *woal.
Th 13, as Trots' has ofton pointed out, is 0“50Ptid31" a 19tha ooht~
urvipationalist® vicw of tho sacial Process, e v
- To commromisoc on inosuuntialk,.to fgupnort the 1osuor ovil’, 1;
then tho osncensc of ~olities, Dut if +riz is so, vhat aif¢urcnu13tcs
a rovolvtionwr" socialist 'nolicv fr01 21 b rnl or aboial democeratic
ono?

- uuoical“" I think it is 313"what o 11bov11 and tno uoci 1 dom-
ocrt b the verv naturec of their social poswtlon and thoir politicd
moendg, conatan ntlwr tend to scok out -~ to unoarth--~ losser ovils whidh -
tho aituation docs not eall for, tho revolutienist iz ablo to maiouver
betweon opnosing forces fov'His ovm. benefit AITD POQ ”"J‘Jw--hI ’ T
0 THI ID2.0 WD PAOGRLTO -TIICH I3 IO .TU!TCJﬁD T o
" This I think can néver bo forﬂotton, and cloctoral qcuiv tr ean
-not bo reg-rded as srcessful unless it e bu bow? bv cverunco B
that this is tbﬂ ond uo'ﬁllch it leads,:

To gprcad the idoas.of socialism ond- the powor d‘tﬁo uociql1st
party 4s:tho 1im of all politicnl activity, Tloctoral . activity 1u,-“
howover, onlw.onc bpanch of political aetivitr, as far s rovolut- |
lonlstﬁ re concornad, and, as o mwutcr of fﬂct, a subvrdanto ‘onc,

"nooia]‘" oty vhon-thé Horonn: Yar rst once nd Tor 21l ssperako
thu shcen fron t’ nonts, we mugt be espeeially clonr.on t%is-point.
T wo“1d thor foro I‘v it dovm ag a-tacticrd axion ot this tino,
}: . r*n' \‘n "““1, T 'ﬂ/ :inov *l O.‘ '*.J , 'Cmo '\‘\L /\.CILI r"r'\v B ’\HHT—:”“{' \..:»D !\”TI"}:TIL" ‘ .
¢ JTK“T“T ?OIIT*C“T *CTI07, The tone an d apccific. d nﬁrds of this. E
- wctwvvt"_oupunﬂs of courso, on txo loeal situatichn: its pssontiallwr
S ~nbi=chruvinistic, anti~milit-ristic, nii-war nnturo ghould not
b o.obscnrcd : o o . UL T
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It is this which leads me to criticise your formulation as to
tgi conditions under which an clectoral bloc is possible and desirc-
able, .

Now an clectoral bloc differs decisively from an united front,
and this difference is not meroly sctlastic in nature, An united
front is a temporary alliance of disparate political clements to carry
out an action which is decemed desirable by all, No comrion program is
possible or nocessary and all groups have the right of criticism
before, during and after the action, The action is usually undep-
taken becausc it is felt thah anty -a uniting of forces can makc it
sucessful, . s -

An clectoral bloc, on the other hand, implics and agrcoment
of program and the cossation of political criticism, Now vhen an
agrcement on program and electoral activity (typc orf specches, points
stressed, kind of cducation, ctc,) is reachced, the electoral bloc
merges and becomes once in the cycs of the voter and all political
diffcrences become blurrcd and indistinct, ' ~

The very phrasing of the differences irmcdiatcly points out
the danger of electoral blocs to revolutionists., For liberalsaand
social democrats (and opportunists in genoral) this typc of activits
is most dcsirable, for it is preciscly political criticism which they
fear the most, since they live off the 1llusion of being radicals,

For pevolutionists, on the other hand, tho united front is csscntial,
since 1t allows them to carry their ideas boforo larger groups to win
away adhercents to other partios on the basis of a clear exposition

of thc issucs involved, For a propaganda lcaguc this is #sscntially ‘
the casc, : o

As a gencral rule, then, the SYL should constantly scck out and
explorc thc possiblitics of united front activities on such issucs
as civil liberties, acadeonic frcddom, anti-war ond anti-military issucse
In such unitcd fronts the main criphasis 13 glways on the issuc at
hand, but no opportunity should be lost to prcss for our idcas, to
advance our softution, when the situation demands it. 'To ho politically
modcest, to hold back for fcar of out-raging the casily susccptibleg, scnc
of 1iberals and their fegrs and anxiotics. About your"radicalism"{féilit
1s the high of political naivcte,. : Hee

~ If 1t is grent then, that the united front is cssentially ‘
suited to recvolationary politics, what of clcctoral activity as a
political method? Under vhat conditions is it possible, dcsirable
or mandatory for thce SYL to cnter clectoral blocs with other polit-
ical clcments? ’ : v )

You have stated in an situation wherc the SYL is "accepted"
as a nore or lcss "popular" spokcsman on local political qucstions
and is not lookcd down upon as a small, stcrilc political scct ==
that in such a "situsztion s to run an indepcendent carpeipgn would
scem to be justificd in onc and only onc situation, narcly vherc we
erc the only cemocratic tendency among the students, or wherce the
total democratic tenfency is such a small minority that its winning
an clcction by a majority is cxcluded." As an alternative to an
indcpendent campaign you proposc “an clcctoral bloc, a corrion slate
off candidatcs ,." composcd of various and. assortcd 1libcerals, running
on a very mininal prograom (an csscentlally liboral progran if I undcr-
stand you right.) ¢ S o

During thc clction crpiagn 21l political criticisn should, again
if I understand you coricctly, .- ecase and the ninirmin progrgp-
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ghould forr the. contont of the cloctoral activity. " "That arnd nothing
clsc, cxcopt agreocrient that caucus diselplinc be maintainod in thc.
Studcnt Council, if ony candidates arc clceted, and rcsponsibility of
candidatcs to the caucus.” . . ' ‘

Lct us not nincc words. As a proposal to bc put forward in opposi-
tifn to indcpcndont clecetoral activity on a socialist (i.c., 2 third
carp, anti-war,) basis .this rmst be thoroughly rcjccted. As a possiblc
alternative to bc uscd in unique end altogether cxceptional cases, it
15 ccceoptable if it is rcformlated to sorwo. cxtent,

Lot ric statc first of all that UNDER ‘NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN AN AD- -
VANCE AGRGEMENT AS TO :CAUCUS DISCIFLINE BL A CONDITION OF ENTRANCE
INTO LN ELECTORAL BLOCK. This.is an cxcoptionally fantastic proposal
vhich it would bc Lipossible to carry . out oxccpt under the ost unique
circunstances. It 1s in addition thc esscncc of nachine and powver
politics andis particulary unsuited to an SYL group. That "this is -
esscntially the type of campaign" ongaged in at the University of
Chicogo and at “/isconsin 1is nothing but’ lanentable and shouls core to
the cttention of the ontirc SYL. ) '

. It is horco, ond prceciscly hore, that. aprinciplcd objcetion imust
be cdvanccd. LN SYL CANDIDATE IS RESPONSIBLE TO THE SYL UNIT OF WHICH
HE IS A MEKBER AND THE ORGANIZATIOW. NLTION/.LLY ./ND TO NO ONE ELSE. A
backstairs agrccricnt on caucus disciplino is to placc an SYL. spokcsman
in tho honds of another, politically forcipgn, organization which would

tic thc honds of the contirc orgonization.: Since the SYL candidate(s) o

would bc o rinority in an clectoral-block (éthorwisc why scck a block?),

he would bc, in no wisc diffcrentiatcd fror the liberals, aond would

bc lookced upon, cssentially, cs a taill to the liboral kito. ' T
On the contrary, sincc the type of situation. in which an‘clectoral

bloclt is desirecablc is in rcsponsc to an overwhelning threot by re-

actionary forccs on the carpus, and since 1t i=s prcciscly In thils situa- -

tion that the libercls orc likely to nake cormroniscs AT OUR-LXFENSE
(by duriping us in with thc Stalinists na. subversives for cxarple),---
for thosc reasons we rust riake-it clcar in advance that we will not be
hcld to any disciplinc,. (This is not to. say that our cendidates - should o
riole irrcspensiblc and stupid stotorients, )’ L . I
Is thc liberals, of coursc, arc not farsightcd cnough to forcsce i
thce possibility of o caucus.split thc wholeo subjoct of ‘disciplinc and = .
"pcsponsiblity to the coucus™ nced not be nentioncd by the SYL. “Such. - 7
Moehiavellianisii is thoroughly acecptablc as long as it doosnot have
bad conscgucnccs,-and as long as it doésnot beecric o political activity
in itsclf. 1In hny casc, thce RIGHT OF FOLITIC..L.CRITICISM AT LALL TIMES
IS THE MINIHULi-CONDITION FOR ANY TYFE OF POLITICAL COOPELATION. BETVEEN
THE SYT, AND ANY OTHCR ORGANIZATION. That this right docs not have to'
bc uscd gocs beyond saying., . - - : . e ;
IT thorc is fundancntol agrcecricnt on this point lct us'go on to the
conditions undcer which the .SYL should .run an indépendent political -
carpcign., It is obvious that the SYL could not.and should not run a
cendidrte until 1t has proparcd the ground by participation in local
political activitics, by cducation and propaganda, otce; on.this therce
is agreccrncnt. Yoéu then glve two conditions undcr .vhich clcctoral activ’ -
tics, by theS¥L in its own bcholf is Justificd: nancly, (1) vhen it is
the only "denocratic" tendeney (an extroncly unlikely situation, you
rmst adnit), and (2) when the corbination of the ideriocratic! teonde
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. oncics cannot possibly win., This forrmlction, sincc it is flat and

- dognatic is uninstructive, It says, in csscnce, that the SYL run an

indcpcndent carpaign ONLY WHEN IT C/NNOT WIN., This is ridiculous, and

I'm surc thnt you do not ncan it in this way., What you scen to be in-

+ plying 1s thot the fundoancntal critcrion for SYL ¢lcctoral activitics
bc the possiblility of wimning., This connot be accepted. On the con-

- trary, THE FUNDAIELTAL CRITERION IFOR INDEPENDENT CALMPALIGNING IS WHETHER

OR NOT IT LDV..NCES THE PROGRLM.AND IDE.AS OF THE SYL. That an clectoral

block scldon docs this is rcason cnough to rejoet it as o gencral tacte

. especially in this period wherce the qucstion of wor is likely to take

- prccodencc over all others, and vhorc the liberals will in51st 1noroe

and riorc on a pro-vor attitudc on our part.

, I hope ny generol attitude on clectoral act1V1ty is cle r. Eluctorﬂl

~ blocks arc nover mandatory, scldon desirenble and con never bec looked

upon as a goencral policy. Incopendent clectoral activity on the port

' of thc SYL is a goal to be striven for ond rmst be carricd out wiscly
“and with docorun dopending on the locnl situation. . :

L W**%-r"—}(-"-%*-).w%si-

Just to got the facté straight 1ot ne outlino our oloctoral
capaipgn In Berkeley. '

.« The student governrient, whlch is conposoé of onc prcsident, onc
vico-prosidont and scven represcentatives has beon controllced by tho
fratcrnitics fron tine irmecnorial. ﬂbout four ‘offices arc cloctoc at -
a tinc, sonctincs five, : '

The student governricnt hﬂc bocn pqrticularly lax and vcnﬂl with
rcspeet to the oath busincss. (The faculty rcprcoscntatives, threo of
then with onc vote a picec also voted with the adriinistration). The '
wl:olc carpus was up in arns on this point and crlticiun of thc stuuont
council had rcacheé agrccablc proportions. .

The SYL had startced o unitced front group of studont clubs ﬂnd Or=
ganizations to fight the oath, the ultirnotun and the policy, nnd was .
rccognized as the spokcesrian of this goup, until thc Stalinists took it
over, Our politiccl currcncy wont up fost ﬂnC'wo founc. oursclvcs sur-
roundoed by fricnds,

The student clcction carwc right at the cné. of this battlo and the
SYL dccided, on the basis of 1ts popularity to run a candicdatec,

Tho Stallnists, in the ncantine, also wishing to takc acdvrntage of
this situation, but becing unoblo to do so in théir own narie, rcsus-
citated thc Roprescntative Students Party, an old organization which
hod. oncc put sorc chndiéﬂtcs in anc. in which thcro was a coalit ion of
CF-1ibceral forcces,

Now our rizin cfforts on this ca npus Were to scgarqto the libcrﬁls
fron the CP. Not wishing to losc cverything wec hac fought so hard for,
wc deocicded not to cnter this Stalinist figleaf orgonizntion, qlthough_
nany liberal fricnds did, and swirming againot thc tidc ond all the
advicce of all the well wishors, wc openly denounced this organization
as a Stalinist atterpt to gain power, in thce student nowspapcr. This
protty cffectively killed the group,. which was srinll and 3/4 Stalinist
so that cvery liboral cqndigato rcfuscd to acccpt its backing.

The clcetion results éxcccdad our oxpoctations by dbout five tires
and worc a surprisc to everyonc, cspecially tho Stalinists,  The SYL

was the only rcally racdical candicatc put up, although .there wapc a
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varicty of lukc-warm 11borols 211 socking .officc, L block with thcsc

- 1iberals, or wvith the Stnlinists anc¢ thc few libernals they copture

£ woul® hovc bocn a folly. We cdcfcnted the Stalinists, put our n~rnc

‘ arounc: the carpus anc left the SDA staring with annzonente .

. We Tndc¢ nony tochnical crrors in about carpaign about which

it 1s uncccssary to riakc any obscrvatlons othcr than: cxpircencc is
the. greatest. teacher. On.the other hand, we took a chence on tho
basis of our popularity and put oursclvcs foward as -the altcrnatives
to libereolisi and-Stalinisn, ™ oot S o

I think that this wes the corrcct thing to Co, and shoull not
be replaced by a fearful timicity about stcpping on pcoplcs tocs
an¢ a policy of rmitual rosturbation: whth respect to tho various

arioctics of liberal opportunists. e e LT e

“5-0ur clcctoral compaign ¢id not nontion the ‘socialist rcvolutilon,

N sovicts, .¢ual povcr or any ‘other ¢lichc. It stuck to thc local sit-

. uat#on,  for which a progron was worked out, anc brought in its gon-

: orsl socinlist position as a strictly subordinate part of the con-
paign.:Vle, hovever, weré tho SOCIALISTS, not tho block of nice pcoplc,
ané-TI.think this was @cfinitcly an acvantagoe = oo -0 '~ -

"~ tYour. cb jecetion to our. "pushing our.rolc'.as the "vanguard® of
the hnti-oath students 'is to 1o uncorprchensible, Firstly, sincc you
coriparc :this .to the Stalinists, I would say that the Stalinists push
theisolves anc Ccelare theriselves the lecaders of things when they arc
not, But wgfiarc preeiscly. the vanguard of tho antioath studcnts. ‘
This is a faet. The fact that this rinkes the liberals wary of coll-
gborating with us lcaves ne cold, The liberals offercd no offcctive
loacorship to the students, We dicd, Vhy should this not be ricntioncd
and turncc into a politicnl criticisn of 1iberalisn (as I ¢icd in.
the Lnvil articlc). R T S SR

PFinally, -sincc there cocs appear to bo a ciffercnce of opinion
on thec -1ain point: nancly, the political_advisahility'or clcctoral -
blocks vs. indcpencent clcetoral netivity,-in gonerel, T woulc. be

- very glad to ccbate this question in person or n writing at any
tirc., I think that it shoulcd bec thoroughly ciscusscc and o national

decision arrive ot, .

LW

. SRR - fratornelly,-
- 'Bob’ MAGIUS

. PR P : . - L -
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" TaCTiCo ON TLHE CavcUo ¢

' 76 make clear what is involved in the communication from com-—
rade wagnus, it is necessary to set forth for the oYL reacer some
of the circumstences and background material which led up to it,”
vefore undertaking to discuss some of the issues raised. For some
time now the writer has been periodically assailed by doubts about
the nature of the activity of our Berkeley unit, largely on the -

.. basis of educational and rather incomplete reports. Because of

38 o

thie unit's very excellent performance, however, particularly its
“guccess in recruiting new members, We have hesitated to criticize
jts work in the absence of more specific information. stated in
general terms, and Without much concrete evidence, we nevertheless
_had the impression that our Serkeley comrades suffered from a,not

" too uncomson disease which might be called super-radicalism.
Although there were accompanying political manifestations, organ-
izationally this disease seemed to menifest itself in the unneces-
sarily provocative flaunting of unorthodox ideas, an inflexibility
in working with other campus politicel tendencies, and an unwhole~
some attitude of self~righteousness adopted¢ tovward other organize—
ations. But as we:say, this impression was very hazy, and based .
largely on a few personal reports and facts. 4n example of such a
fact was ‘the nmame which the Berkeley comrades gave to thelr locsl
newe pheet, waen they called it, "The Campus. Trotskyist".

ey L . R el . , .
Thus we welcomed the opportunity oocasioned by the puﬁlication
of an article in Labor Action describing a local campsign which the . .
Berkeley oYL unit conducted for a candidate to the student council. -
We thought taat this would allow us to erplore some of the attitudes -
c¢f the.Berkeley comradés toward ceripus work, end to see if there '
really was any difierence of opinion. . We thought ;that such a
concrete guestion would be most fruitful for this purpose. We
were not disappointed in our expectation (or perhaps we were) when
we learned that there is a real difference in approach between our-
selves and comrade wagnus. This difference does not relate par—
ticularly to the special issue which initiated this discussion (wh-
ether:in the given concrete situation the SYL should have run an
independent electoral campaign) but has much broader and more sig-
nificant meaning in terms of how tne SYL should seek to orient
and direct its campus activity. Since the writer's experience has
been largely confined to the University of Chicago campus it may be
that his viewpoint is too largely colored by the special conditions
prevailing there, but as a point of comparison, it is nevertheless
convenient to counterpose to the views of comrade wagnus—-as
incompletely set forth in his foregoing letter--what might be
called the "Chicago approach" to student politics. ithat we mean
by this will become clearer as We proceed, but we night initially
characterize it as a policy which seeks by ali possible means 1o
break down the ideclogical and perscnal barriers( consciously
instilled by our opponents or unconsciously promoted by ourselves)
which separate us from other political elements on campus. This
leads us 'into trying to the greatest degree poscible to bresk out
of isolation by surrounding ourselves with friendly elements, and
working with as many different political tendencies &8 possible.
To some degree this invariably means making concessions to, or
taking into account the political interests of others besides our-
gelvee. To one degree or another this meant facing the danger of
opportunism, and inevitably it meant facing the accusation of op—
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- portunism, and inevitably it meant facing the accusation of op~—

portunism; yet we consistently pursued such a policy because we

‘]'thought it to be the appropriate one for our political role.
. Cne example of how we functioned was our participation in an AVC

election where we Bupported a slate including a Republican

' " .precinct captain and a Democratic machine supporter (and where

they in turn supported our candidate). Another was our partic-—
ipation in an ‘electoral block with ADA, the Republican @lub, and
other e:.sorted organizations to take control of the otudent As-
sembly away from the stalinists, (which netted us a totel of ten

., seats out of a hundred and twenty) . ouch maneuvers inevitably
,.lay one open to the charge of oprortunistic power-seeking .
 However, it is from just such positions of "power" (in resality,

only prominence) as can be eXxercized by an AVC delegate and a
student assembly member that our ideas and program can most

effectively be presented to a broader audience and tested in

action against those of other politicel tendencies. The basic
hallmark of sectarian politics is precisely that it avoids such

- positions of infliuence as will restri ct and confine freedom to

act ocenly in a completd y revolutionary fashion. This is true
not only on the campus, but in the trade unions and other kinds
of mass organizations. S e R AR

It was with such considerations in mind that we wrote our

- original letter tc comrade &agnus. Proceeding on the basis of the

account in LA, we suggested that an alternative policy in their
student election might have been followed by our comrades in

Berkeley. Escentially such a policy would have been to attempt

to create a common slate of cencidates from all tendencies (with
the exclusion of the stalinists) that had fought against the oath.
The circumastances (as far as they could be ascertained at a dis-
tence) seemed particularly opportune for such a move. The in-
cumbent members of the student council had made themselves de-

..tested by all students involved in the anti-Oath campaign (haying

scted as a rubber stemp for the administration Ihroughout). “e
had achieved at least some degree of populaTit¥ due to our role
in the oath fight, so that we would have added substantially to
any slate's strength. W#e were presumably on cloce terms with
liberal forces because of the leading role we had just finished
playing. Given these conditions it appeared possible that a

"coalition slate of cendidates might have been able to win at

least some council positioms away from the fraternity crowd

- which was currently in control. Under the best circumstances
such a slate, where there were four or five to be elected,

might be expected to include on bYlLer, two or three liberals, snd
maybe some popular anti-stal inist Wallacite, if such were to be

found. In other words, we would seek tc mske it as broad as

possible in order to draw support from as many different variety

of students as possible. In its canpaign sgch a slate would

emphagize primarily the shabby role of the student council in

the Cath fight, end pledge itself to more vigorous action in

the future. This would be the essential political content of the
electoral canpaign, the various related issues could be exploited
(Take the Student Council away from the fraternities; Complete
self-government——get rid of the faculty "advisers" etc.) Basing
its campaign on such a program, it seemed possible at least, that
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such a slate might have gotten the support of a msjority of students
Whose general democ:atic~and“anti—fraternityveentiments could have
been apvedaled to. At any rateé, it would have served to "politiec .
elize" the election, to have made it less of-a . personality contest.
end more of an ideological ‘one. - Granted our participation it would -
have further solidified our relations with libersl tendencies and
independent radicals, snd served to decrease the.-crganizetional
distance between us and-the rest-of thé student body.. These were
the codsiderations which we put forward ‘in. our original letter

' to comrade wagnus, together with explandtory.additionasl remarks..

Cf course, we stated, such a perspective was dependent on a number
of factors, and whe?ﬁer it could-be 'adopted was related to.various
concrete circumstances such as 1) was the fraternity strength.

too strong to win against in any case, in which eventuality an :
independent-camgaign might be thé best .idea '3).would the liberals .
agree to running on & slate with:us, and would they act so as not

to "cut" us on-election day?  These and similar questions could

not be answered from a distance, which is why Wwe: did not press our
course on the serkeley comrades as the only correct once, . but merely
asked that it be discusced, to decide.retrospectively if.-it would ;
have been- poesible or desirable:.’ For:part; of the conditions of

cuch an electoral bloc was our Wholehearted and:enthusiastic ..
work for its creation. = :

‘The reply from comrade maghué.which;iéfﬁrinied_1n¥£hié bulletin
ghows,- in our opinion, that he nes-a number of false ideas about
how the 5YL bkhould try to function on.cempue. In a personal con-

versation many of these difierences vere considerably reduced, but

for the purpose of elucidating cur ideas %o a broader oYL eudience,
we will tak'e his reply as it is set forth here, as the basis .f our
discuscion. T, T e

ihat seems to:be .at the bottom of comrade-wagnus' position  is
a false identification’ of - student elections with electicns to Con-
fress 'or other government-bodies. oince Luxemburg polemicized
against*Volmar'%nptjxo”gd back any further) revolutionary social ists
have alwgys accepted -the dictum of the necessity far.electoral
independence from all other political tendencies and parties, for
the very good reasons that comrade sagnusisets forth.. The underlying
assumption has always'been that on.the vplsne of national and inter-.
pational -politics only the socislist tevc:lution can be . exrected -to
solve the basic provlems of society, and ‘socislists can take no
responsibility for 'any -government, or -any ‘rarties in s government . -
which is not committed to the establishment of socislism. 30 much
is A3C.* o0 also are the stratezy snd tactics dictated Dy such .
eo-siderations wien applied to electeral sctivity: no relectoral = = .
blocs, utilize the' election for-the propagarddzestion-of the soc—. o
ialist program, etc:, etc. -Almost everythirg:that comrade s#agnus
has to say about "elec.oral activity®:is etszolutely true sng .correct
when applied to the field of national pdlitics, that is,-t.0 the
struggle for gtate pumer. : T L PR

E Y

But‘there are many mther institutions in our:society which.differ
from the state in that theyfare‘not,.or.are;not“exolusivglybdevoted;
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devoted ‘to maintaining the rule of the bourgeoisie. To one extent

or anédher some of them function (seldom in & completely "pure'
fashion) as a vehicle of expression and pressure for popular demn~
ocratic, or even socialist ideas. Thus trade unions defend ( hov ever
;1nadeguate1y) the immediate material interests of the working class;
s student assembly may be the vehicle thru which a campus RCTC unit

is abolished; or a student newspaper may give voice to liberal and

. yadical ideas which might otherwise not find expression. Now while

the interests of socialists are seldom identical with those of these
institutions, neither are they always in conflict. - For such immediate
gime as are often embodied in their structure, socialists may be in
complete agreement. Further, wherever possible, socid ists should
actively champibn and promote all generally democratic er. sopialiy
trsiit68ive measures by joining and working in the specisal organ-

i ptions and mcvements which are formed to promote such interests.

All this is 2lso elementary, and would not have to be repeated if it

were not a link in our chain of argument.

' “ihen we come to apply these principles, however, what we find

i3 generd 1y the folloming situation. Une, or two, Or & small group
of our members adter working some time in a given milieu, find A
themselves in some smallposition of influence where they are either
celled upon or forced to assume scme measure of leedership in our
orgenization. They then have t0 decide to whht extent they will
have to sacrifice their role as "independent critice" ang assume
gome of the repponsibilites of leadership. If they consfi¥er it
important, they h=ve to decide to what extent they wish to 1limit

or inhibit their independent position as socialist propagandists.
This latter may be necessary becsuse the situstion imposed certain
restrictions on their freedom of exprecgion. An example from the
trade union field will make thi: clear. with mes t of our comrades
in the cshop, it is considered undesirable for them to lay themselves
open to red-baiting attacks by making public speechead based on the
full program of the IslL. Not only undesirable, but unnecessary
inssmuch as their fellow workers nave not yet reached the stage of
consciousness Where it makes any difference what our comrades hold
to be the correct toad to social ist power.

>imilar considerations apply to student wcrk, al though here to a
lésser degree. Because 80 much more of our Work on campus can be
described as directly propagendistic, it is to that degree uninfluen-
ced by considerations of "power politics". mnowever, and here is
where We believe ccmrade sagnus makes his second big mistace, soc—
ialist propagands cannot be conducted in a vacuum, uninfluenced by
and unafiected by the surrounding conditions or the status position
of thoege who put it forward. If persuasion can be likened to sed-
uction (as in one senSe it probably is) then we may ssy that it is
metaphorically easier in a begec m then a meeting hall, and with a
Teceptive partner as the object. (This also puts us even up with
comrade fagnus as far as sexaal allusions are concerned ) :

Translated from freudisn into political terms this means that in
order. for our ideas to be presented with maximum effectiveness, for
there to be the best "audience receptivity", it is not only our
words which are important, but the total situation in which they are
set forth. At the present moment some of cur difficulties in
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reaching snd convincing other students arises from the false,
or falsified conceptions which they have of us and what we stand
for. These conceptions are the result of years of politbsl work
by cur enemies, st=linist and liberal, who have more or less
consciously worked to build up a picture of us which will sliensate
their followers from-us and meske them unwilling to even lieten to
our arguments. In e politicelly sophisticated grena the intricacy

of these retionaligzed- slanders ‘is soweétimes amazing. The stalinists.

for exzmple, woumld mever think of using their "agent of hitler"

‘argument wherever we -are there to combat it; rather they build up
. & pleture of us as "extreme factionalists", "hair-splitters"”,

"orgenizational sectarians", etc. etc. -4And to one degree or sno—
ther the liberals echo these charges, adding a few of their own
which. the stalinists are incapaole of: "bolshevik amord ists",
"Yrotskyite dogmétistsV,"stalinists in other guise", and last

‘but not by any mesns:least, "neurotice", or'screwballs". Now the

significance of these ¢hargeé iB not so much their truth or fal=-

- .§ity, but the effect which they have, to the degree which they
.are aacepted, in preventing those who ligten to us from

sympathetically, -or at least open-mindedly attending to. what we
have to-say. To .the degree to which their minds =nd consciousness
dre influenced by.-the ‘effects of these demogogic choracterizatims
of our positiom, to.that degree are ‘they impervious to our real
L , St | 3 .

- arguments.

. From this it fdllows thal .part of our politicaltask at the
present time is to be sware of ‘these false conceptions which are
epread about ue,. snd: to-act in such a'way =s.to- provide the leact
possible .justification for' their being believed. As opposed to

- our enemies, we ®sek to present ourselves as .sertous, responsible

people who pursue certain: ends which othere have not yet come

around to accepting, but which We hipe they ultimately will.

All of the foregoing,may appear to be simply redundant, but we

‘wished to restote the general considerations which we feel many

comrades accept abstractly but then forget in practice. . Take

the question of a student‘election, to get back to the iscue at
hand, or for that mattel, ‘slmost any ‘pover struggle in a. campus
organizatiocn. 1t is:onhe ‘of the eapiest things in the world for a
social ist tc look at. & loc-l situation snd, knowing the character
o the pecple involved,:&dy "there-is nobody here who is any good,
buth sides represent nothing but personal or incidental. interests,
weg are the only ones who:c:n present a clear program, a firm

-

leadership and a correct policy."‘and‘on’the*basis of that procéed |

to teke independent action by running a thizd elate.

" Comrade wagnus tries tc give this politicdal basis by laying
down the rule thzt"the Xkevetone of electoral nactivity be anti-
war and anti-militarist politicel actions."( his emphasis). This
is 2 statement vhich is undoubtedly tr.. of genuine election:

(to Congress, etc.) wut not necebsariliiif elections. to .other

~ bodies. Ve .are sure- that tomrdade uagnus would nct atbemst to

foist upon our trade union fractions the policy of introducing
anti-war. plenks into'their union caucuses. It is also undoubtedly

" true of our, genera : propagahda, which meane our press snd most

of our person-to:person-poiitical propaganda, meetings, etc. Yet

‘1t is not necessarily-true that-We inject the war question, or the
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guestion of socialism for that matter, into every kind of electoral
blo¢ we enter. #here, as as the university of Californis, there
was a ready-made issue lying to hand, where we could within the
framework c¢f cecmpus pclitics alone put forvard a part of our program
(and, the democratic part of our program is net the least important)
it -does not necessarily follow that we base ourselves exclugively

-on our socialist or anti-war position. Wwithin an 3lectoral cosl ition

we ask people to vote for us not becsuse we are cocialiste, but in

a sense, in spite of i1t. "e appreal to them for support becsuse ve
stand opposed to the oath,; =snd have demonstrated it in action. This
doesmut mean that we thereby play down (even in the person of our
candidates) what we stand for in regard to socizlism snd the war.
Our candidate con still meke public speeches as the direct spokesman

 of the oYL but he does not ask people to vcte for him on that basis.

Along with the rest of the slate he asks for support of non-socislists
because of what he stends for on student and faculty liberties. For
the same reason, we ask soci=list and radical students to vote for
the non-radical section of the slate, in order to displace the
fraternity (cements with a "lesser evil" candidate. :

Now where it is not possiole to construct a united slate, then
how about running an indpendent candidate? The snswer is that it
is all to the gcod, not only for the.chance it gives to put ones
position (ones full pcsition this time) forward, butal so as, a
chance to measure the degree of ones support smong the 8i;"7%st
body. The results rcrieved in the Berkele¥; election were highly
gratifying in this regard. BSut where there is a power struggle
going on, =nd where it is possible to engage on the democrstic.
side of such a strugzle, $o intervene and influence it; we con—~
sidzsr it far better to do the latter. Zven from the short des-

- eription given by comrade wagnue, it is easy to see what happened.

Tre stalinists utilized the preveiling discontent with the Student

.Louncil to construct one of their"popular front" coalitions,

1eaving us isolated. We then busted up thi- coslition, to the

‘prasumed end of helping the fraternity crowd win. At any rate,
thz politicsl lines were so blurred by that time to the politically

unsopnisticated student that the election did not become generally

.. an ideologiezl one, based on the ocath question, but reverted again
. to becoming a peréonality duel. o B o '

The ccnditions for entering an electoral block generally in-
clude an sgrcement among the csndidates that vwith respect to the
opposition forces that they will genera:ly consult among themselves
and be bound Dy majority decision to carry out a joint policy. That
oYL members should ever permit themselves t 0 enter into such an
agreement seems to comrade wagnus to be a violation of oYL Hiscip-
line; he seems to ferl that it ties our hands in sn impermiseible
manner. Actually, it is only thne first rule, and an absolutely.
necessary one, of caucus organization. We have particijated .,
such cauceses hundres of times: in unions, in AVC, in other pol-
itical parties, in fact in almost every organizstion in which we

B ever worked. 1n fact, CGaucus discipline is generally from our

point of view highly desirable since our influence upon caucus
decisions is usualiy much greater than that whiécih we could exert
upon the caucus memoers individuslly. 4te desirability, indeed
its necessity, arises in any eituation where the fight for some
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particular point of view (no matter of what breadth) requires
organjzed effort on the part of all those holding that point ‘
" of view. To make it very specific, assume that our hypothetical
nglate" of candidates swept the student council elections at
Berkeley, and the'anti-oath" caucus held a majority of #ive out
of nine positions. Thig would mean that the slate would hold
a 8lim majority of one vote on all guestions where the fraternity
faculty forces voted solid. The only way in whith the latter
‘could be defeated would be for.our slate to always decide on
policy beforehand, and comc . into counhcil mectings prepared to
vote through a commonly decided line. “This is What ig'meant by
chlighe’ discipline. . . . oo o
... "But doesn't this make us the tail of the liberal kite, since
_tﬁéy:afejpresumably in the.majoirty within. the slate?" Obviously,
i idogs restrict our freedom to the eéxtent that within the coun-
- c%IIWEOaré.ﬁouhd by.démocratiqfdccisions. Even, this is not
always true,.since the caucus can always deccide to limit its .
cohttol to major guestions, and allow the camcus members. to take
differing positiods on thesc’points not considered within the
caucus program. This would genecrally be the ‘casc where the
opposition itself has no unified policy. But where the caucus
must take the respcnsibility for a particular medsure, it has

thé';ight.nnd duty to insist kon voting discipline. -

But aga’in,’ "pris puts us at the mercy 6f the liberal opportun-- -
i1gts. They ire lix=ly to m ke compromises: t our expense."”
Thie my or m:y rnot be true ¢~pending on m n§ circumstances:
the individu=l character of the c2ucus members, the general level
of political-‘conciousness on the CHoMPUS 7Y WY WSS, , OUT OWD
role snd 'influence in the ctucus, and the extent to which we can
bring pressure to bear on our behzlf from outside of the student
council. “In most cases,  a caucus policy will not be exactly what -
we. should like, but a compromise betwWeen our views and those of
the more-conservitive elements.- The extent to which it bears our
stamp is largely a'me:sure of our flexibility in operating within
such a smsll group, knowing when to compromiee and when to hold
firm, what is of m2jor importance, and-what csn be given up with-
out :rest loscs. But there'is anothér weapon at our disposal, name=
ly, the pressure of those who worked for the election of the slate.
This broader caucus, exclusive of the candidates, worked for thelr
election presum bly bec usg of agre:ment with the principlees it
‘stood* For (Anti-Oztl, 'etc.) Further, ite members arc not ss
subject to ccnsideraticns of personsl prestige, power~secking
etc. - That is Why wWe may expect greater support for our genersl -
point ¢f view from ttis broader csucus, and, th=t is woiy wc press
for tnis thing c-llcd"responsibility to the caucus". This me-ns
simply, thet we rescrve the right’ (as may other ¢ ndidates) to
»ttempt to get o decision Treversed by the broader caucus, which’
hae bedn msde by the five presumsbly elzc’ted Ccuncll members.
This is a very simple democTatic  procecdure,’ -rd one for which we
~ shoula be fcr in princi l¢  pretisely bec use it ie more ‘deémocrztic. .
1f the libersls Gon't want it, 'it 1s preécisely *e who should insist’
upon it, nct "forget tc mention"it. - T R 98 o



But aftsr 211 is said and conz, it remains trus that w= must and
and should b2 willing to subjsct ourszlvess to ths democratic dscisions
of broadsr movements, up t. and including a slats in the Student Council.
- liany of thz decisions inads ws may not like and may not agres with, But
- if we are to bshavs szriously and tespoasibly ( not to speak of democrat—
ically) we must be orzdarad to carry them out in a disciplinsd manner.
This is what ve daaend form othars, anua -3 can not uaks an exosption:
© . to oursslvess withour raising ssrious Goubts &s to ths truth of our ass«
. . ertion. of f2alty toward dsmocratic jroczs.es. We cannot ‘
~ be for democracy only whan w2 ars on ths uinning sidz, but also wizn we
arz in a uinority. - '

T

"MBut doss not this opsa th2 wsy for bstrayals of principlss by
our'allizs'? Bstrayal of srincipls is always a pos ibility, but is genesral-
ly much mors comrlicatsd in crigin than siapls perconal dzfsct. In a
‘cas2 such as w2 ars discussiog it gamsraily originats. in ths social
oressure which ths adainistratiop can bring to bzar, the flattery of
feculty attsntion, tha"rasponuibiiities" of powsr, 2tc.. But it is not
a 0ag-Wuy O>roposition: thz axtant to wihica w2 can sxsrt pres.urs, subtly
and witaout cerrying a chip on our shouldsr, this also plays a part in
. pr:vanting batraysl. One of ths major dstsrznts is th: responsibility
. ..mhich w2 can hsl) instill in our caucus .azabars as to thzir principles,
. their slectorats, aad their caucus,znd to us : B
But this brings us to anothsr attituds of comrads Lagnus which w2
f=221 to bz harmful, naasly his offhuad as.umption that "we ars the only
Arincipled psople." It is this kina of attitudz, and the bshavior which
flows from it , which contributes to mainteining ths dstriaental sterso-
tyoss. If he2 ueans by principlss, that our politics are dsvalopsd on
the basis of explicit srinciples rathier thun mouldsd to £it the sxigenciss
of ssparate situations, t.en it is absclutsly not truz that other indiv-
: iduals and politiczl tandsnciss are not orincipled. In the long run, we
* tiink taat historical davalopments vill forcs libsralism to abandon its
tsnsts; but this is a social valuation and not en individual ons (or at
lzast, it as=d sot bs within & short range of ti:e). If it is true
thet many car.er mincad studants, sssking an 2agy »ath into thz labor
movzaznt, join such a libsral organizati ns as SDA, it does not nescass—
ar}ly follow t?at all libaral stuaesnts or all liberal organizations ars
grzmarily and imriediatsly movad by exclusively opportunistic motives.
Thers ars priasciplau libsrals, and ev~n opportunisits have to show som:
trac?s of consistency. - The important thing is that it nsithsr advances
our iatersots nor asikss us frisacs (who, =van bs thsy libzsrals, ar:z some-
timz:z vary usz2ful), to iump all lib=ra: or social-dsmocratic opponents
togztiusr an trzat them .5 if we sxs2cted from ons day tc ths naxt that
they will tusn into th2 worst raactionariss. Indzad, by treatiag than
as 1f.w? axpzeted 1%, wa only h2l) thas along tiz road. '
Siailar consideration lay baiiac my "objsction to 'pushing our rols!
aé ?ue fvgnbuurd' of tas anti-cati stuusnts." If, as you s2:m to proadly
aumit .ight bz tas case 35 tae liberals vwary of collaborating

- as2, this "ang
Wit us"™ I con't o232 gnses ths advantagz liss.
vwhat good dozs

;t wo us thot the libzrale, and 21l tacse they coms in
contact with bslisv: tiat w2 ars pzople who ars alwayslooking for some

Y
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zRind .f iaQiuaqt"ug;qhnqé,cgJ us: to fac iﬁﬂfl advantags.  (Not, .y ou
undsratand that I an agalost making factional uss of "Svints) “BAt not in
ths hostils aggrasivs way which intsrfsrss with good political and or-
ganizetional rslations.) Such f221ings on ths part of libsrals may
"lzav:z you cold" but thsy ars not politically smort.
But ‘to raturn.once again to this probla:m of participation in :lsctoral
blocs, what cbout tis "frasdom of criticism" which comrads Magnus dsclarszs
to bs an -2usantial asd:ct of ths uaitad front, but ar2sunably bannad
when satering an slsctoral coalition. If th: uifficulty is meraly ons
of what nauz to anily to » particulus growy, thsa an elactoral‘coalitin
slats to 2 studsnt council 3lsction hns much mors in comion with his’
izscription of a unitad front, than with whot 22 calls an ":alsctorzl
" bloc." Again, we balisve, ths eonfusion staa forin .a failurs to diffsren-
tists bstiz:n lsctions to th: governazat cod slzcti as to nuch m.r: lim-
it=d iastitutions, Tais is showp by ‘ths fact thnt hs thinis it nzC358~-
ucy to strass tus joiat that tas SYL fourcss should raszrves the right !
to criticizs our alliss. But basithor 2 hur‘anybody_slsa has 2var proposzd
aoythia, diff:rsnt! Of cdurse ws aaiatuin ths £fi at to eriticiz: our
asilizs, to chow 205 thair bauic politicol orizatati.a l2uds taza to
a3 mistﬁxes;,Cuncsssicna, stc.. But sven hers-ws us: good Judgzemeant,
ana asintaly «'sioss of oroportica. Wa aon'teriticists evirything to”
PVayuas.  On wdoor points we coafine our criticisy to clos2 frisnds,
gus3cially vazes tus ta: ;ignificanga of & particulcr davalopzunt is
Clzar oaly tu tasss wita Lows sravious knovlaégs., In othar words, ws
doralt "saow up" Lur alliss WViry Gay by woditiog lattar. to the cumpus o
azBlu)2r dansuncing thzir 3very deviation foru tus Llin: sf rightzousnsss,
I our alliz: mak: oarious mietaies, oz2s .alen r:illy tara:tsn to uoasr-
inz taz priaciplss . it waden we unit:d with tizm, tisn we dsnounce
taza sublicully in ordar to halp briayg orsssurs to baar,

- w em -

v e .

1]
.
If th: disagrss- °,
w0t s roally desp, and irrspar:b:z, wi irz ot afraid of a split if ir
must couz to thet, But hers agala, ws ar. vary of splits, we cssk to
avoid thsn as long as 208sibls, w2 s28k to pluce tha blams for than on
otiaers, ¢nu abovs all, w2 do ubsolutaly notuing to provoks thanm.
Ons last qusstion which couruds Magnus raisss should aow bs 2asy
Lo 23 au arising out of g misconcsption, nansly that is ths rols of SYL
disciplin: which -11lous our nzmbers to submit tu the discipline of broad-
r grouss/ SYL disciplins is5 swertsd ovar tas iaucividual activity of our
nzabzrs in thuse grouds, in deciding what our policy vhould bs toward
forming tasn, what our Dembar whouid advanes within tham, . what kind of
Cunczssivas w2 siould b: wiliing to acc2)t, ond vh:n w2 should laavs tham,
What SYL disciplin: dozs not menn 1. thut w2 attempt to sxert it ovsr
aon=-SYL grougps, byt of courss, thet is 2.ain obvious. v
In considering the dilfaroncss batwa2an comraas Kagnus and ocursslvss,
it is obvious thait thsy do not rezlats to any asnrtocilar qusstion such’
2& wasther or not aur unit .nould acv: run an iudzpandant campaign or
attaaptad to forn an slsctural coslition in thes Council slactior at Barkaly.,
Thut qusstion could havs bz3n answzrad only on thz vaois of concrsts
local factors; yat ths -3 1o obviously a-diffsiancs in thais thing eullsad
"u2oroach" waich miht havs 1sq Us to tuss a alifereat position form
tuet of ta: Burk:ly unit, Tt certuinly would havs rasultse in a diffarant
tuctics at ons: alot or anstasr, Yot uws o not want to axaggsrats any
diffsrancs whica nny zint; indsad balisvs tuut 12 vz defins our taras
Jraciszly, cowrads agnus would egra2 witi much

of vhat w2 say.
To sumarizs our outlook W2 would way tiat it stawe form an 3stimatz
of our prasent _ituation which L2235 us an an axtraaily small, by an d
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largs politically unpopular tzad:ncy, isolat:d frowm tnz browd mass Of
stuasat opi ion anu subjzct to cartain suministrative thraats. This im-
d0_35 05 us the tasis of sz2tiog to brack out of isolation, surround
ourszlvas +ith frisndly 2lsmants, win ths raspsct of othwr tandanciss,
nll as Dart of tus prarxuisitss tor an iner:zs2d rats of growth. Thhis
azn0s, giveao our £aall sizs, that a largs sart of osur activity must bz
in toris of werking ia broadsr grouys toaw ourszlves in ordsr to Jrs)are
ths way £o er.ating ao atwosphsrs favorabls to our id2as. And thics
asons tas graatsst tact, flaxibility, end fursswsariag of organizational
fstioaiom. Ab ths som: tinz, it doz. not m3un in the lzast any vt r—=
ing do.m of vur political prograa or tu2 vigor vith vhieh wz put it for-
walrde :

, howsver, in th: way 1o chich it .acy bz most =ffactivs, I this
discussion can hilz ia eny wuy to bring us te a mutually batier undar-
stonuing of hov this cun b2 donsz, then it vill b2 justifizd.
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/1o ,




ORGSO TAYTTLIAITD O A COLL T ORIINTAYILT ) -2 -
N : :
Tor thno past sevoral vsers tae ~r~(oteuion of ¥ .2 S7L oo hoen
tovards the carnis. A3 a resuly the amrbeoranip consisic lo o ler o nedorily

of atudent vouu: in the wncersradvate and sraducte schonls and the narinnery

of. the BYL is of ziniler ccmascsition.

Tne SV was wotlivated im decicing upon this orientation by onc

<o

.

1

over—al. Ffactor: whe nezd bo build o cadre o7 Lhe mers intsliectualined youtn

P 2. .

in order to bs a ore ellzctive Jorce ihen conditiors warrant a concerted
effort Lo worl coon_ nlzh school end proleterian routh.  Until now tie 3Yh

Hae Telt tact 3t uns esrier o rocruit yourt: from the acadsmdc werld becavae

it in easler %o functiou on c.iwmus norc or loes <denly as a socialist witiout

. " [ ) s Vs -
Tear of Iriratening the studont beds or of mocting with sovere recrininations

froa th; Al=icistirations Tnese sre bu’ a fou 0T Yo roasons wiich l2d to our
present oricnteiicn, A more Jetailed disewsion can He Jouad in our ‘
Thc proklen that soul frombs us tode s i waether in the
ﬁfﬁca o caange

R PN . oL N PP N i~ at - Sar - -7 . E— vy
irht of G Koreen war, e drofl, aadl the revivel of war indus

in orientdtion ig callsd fur,.

wack o cerious ctan e in our

=
-~
o

™z §7L Fationel

~— s s

campus orisntatios is juebiileds Tic soliticel situation is radically
diferent from o year a0, of courss, vl {ﬂ; rensons whiéh notivated our
cam»us orisntation then, are not eny 1ec”‘valid ﬁodnj.

he SUL hes srowy in the nestycor; it hﬁs azverel nov 'mite and the
jrdspects for srewen céAtigﬁe. 'The camus yill ‘noi be depleted Wr the araft
Tor a long tiae, 17 ever - s lar as on erena TOY 7L cetivits iz conccorned, &s
clnined by comrcdes en the IST Pude Mot oeven 17T it werc vo be denletod in two

or threa ve=ars, wiich, we renset, is no% lilely, the STL et function on the

e lile in the nety

basis of whol the nolitical
year or Hin.
fo cirnze 701 @ eass o an inlustiial orisntation weuld involve

"l

wae followins: difiicultisgs thcre will be no special 7outs srodleas in o~ sho)
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Resolution 1,

Tho percpoctive of reteainin: Anvil snd 3toadent Partisen es an anti-war

| wngseine does not neceoaa;ily mean apgrovcl of the idea thnat the SYLlshould
attomnt to convert those clube in which it haos influence into enti-war clubs,
i approved
r’ Resolution 2,
4 . Ve o3poso trangforming our’preson{'socialist clubs inte enti-wor
i! clubs, excent uader circuawsb.mces of a ﬁossible sudden accession of non-
v . .. . ’
'; socialists, but that wo do not:uﬁﬂampt to lay dowﬁvany terd and fast rule for
4 - . oA
places where we .do rou have clubs,
. , R _,' aporoved
% ‘ _‘Resolution 3. e U ) - .
; Whecreass The Political Coumittec of tne Indepgraeht,éocialis% Léégue has

cherscverized tae oreasnt conflict n horee as & siruggle between the

-

two all-poverdul iaperialist rfivils: Qwesic end the United Statcs, end

Wncreas: Tais shouzgle Letveen these irperialist powers sirlves for control ol

s

the destinstion of a pibjugated peadls with no concern for democracy
¢ : ~on the part ol eiviar jowoer; end o : ‘ .

Supportinz eitisr side in the war con only be corried out consistently

Whereas ¢

if wo abendon the struggle for democracy ard socielisa,

N Therefore be it resolved: That the SYL Fational Confzrence endorses the socisllst,
< - . - ‘ i o . C ’
‘ taird cay positica of the Indevendent Socialiot Lnaghe on the lorean
: ] . :
¢ Wer.
) , approved
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“tolerant of anti-uer end socialist viswe In tae coming periods

-5 -
a8 comared to the obvious 8)ecial aolitiesl probles of onta on-capuc in the
sresent neriod; 1t will bring our rec vitment to 2 halt; it will aean losing

neny of our contaects wio have been browid s close wo 13 on carmug; it will aean

the end of tiue clubs waich have been beilt up on camduses in a nuaber of

)

different citics during the past twe yeare; it will mean the end of Anvil and

] )

Student Pariipca,us it is tvae ST as a caxpus force wilcel is the backbone of the

magezine end ite spousoring clubd. It will in efiect rear the end of tue SUL.
3esides toie apove recsons, waich are traditional reescns in the 87L
¢
for working on caua, tae new world nolitical situation hos brouzit wita it

additional reasons Sor continuing tuis oricstation. The camus is beceoning a

S0 »

politicel stor center as ncver bofore. The Tisht Tor accdenic freedon will be

intimately conuected wita the fight_for demccraéic rihte in the labor moveicite
Thus, the ydlitical'weiﬁhi of campué will “e greater and our concern with 1t
gaoulc be 3reqter t00s Also, the possibilitics vor recruiting on an anti-wa
‘basis from “he ca.ua will be nede relatively easiar by the war‘situation than
will be tie case witiin the labor moveuonte This is not to say that e nass
anti-war moveament is eaticipated i carpus in the coming p riod; merely thet

gtudents will ve ~or: affected by tue dralt than workers end will also be more

In %1e opinion of tanc SIL netional comaities coarades in the STL

gculd be irwressad with the importancs of varticinatin~ in the labor move rent
- - A R

- =i -

,, N

after leavin: schocle In preperation for tains it is in favoer of starting a

g/stematic cun oz 2nong fae youtr to entor trade schools. This will nob oniy
prepare our éenhcfé mor workin. in sions, poyciologically, but will eguip them
with a srill waica will neke sho) work caslor fro:: a personal point of view and
incr;ase his efic¢sbiveness we o socialint and trode wnionist in the plent

(e slzilled vorlzer upuall;” lag'icro prestize in a £hop ewong nis fellow worlkers
than the unslilled man,)

Wationael Comaitiece

Socialist Youtn Leojle [} 05
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ON ORGANIZATIONAL 2=RS2LCTIVES

~\’la.Th34Valué cf youth worx in ti3 past osriod: (3/49 to 9/50)

a) ﬁationally,.the 5YL, viewea as sn ISL activity, has bssn a najor and fruitful
field oi work. This yoint stends out particularly waen on2 comparss the rzlative

" activity of ISL oranch to SYL unit in such »laces as St. Louis, Sen Francisco

arza, and Ckicego.

'.b) Furtheruors, .not only aas thg'SYL wor2 than ield its own in size, but it has
dene so in a period whan otasr youth wovements (LYL, ¥oSL, SDA, stc.) have
“exparianced a considerablz dacraase in strength.

. 2., Statement of tae »ersoective under which this activity occurred:
., 7 - R :
{3/49 Youth Resolution)

.

a) The orimary task for the SYL‘is tias consolidation of its wsabership and ths

building of cadress fcr thes Dyarty. :
(1) Toward thic 2pd end aucng other things, an liuediate educational bullzstin

- was promised.

(2) Furthsruors, l20s 2wphasis was to bs given to building camaus clubs and dis-
cussica grouds wiers such work ssriously detruacted froa direct SYL activity.

3. Results of the 1949 persiective:

‘a) To a largs extent the 1949 pjers)active was not fulfilled.

(1) Tas oranise of a brlletin could not be carrisd out. Gsenerally sjyeaking it
was imocsuible to find .out whot was going on locally throughout country, =sxce)t
for ra occasional, dry organizational bullstin.

v Bome woiys cortinuad to function es befors in spending too much tins on
ca® s cli* ’ and discussion grou)s whers such wor« seriously dstracted frou
dirsct SY.L acilvity. o :

(3) Essentiaily the 3YL functioned as autonomous units naving corrsspyondance
with the &Y buro waich functioned as a lzading body only for the NY arca.

b) In spits of thes: defects, tiz SYL graw and bescame, in inany areas, a recog-

nized, active force.

4. Inylensntation:

a) There is a n22d for incrsased ISL rscognition of the SYL in tsrms of material
and financial aid to ths youth. ‘

This issuz is primarily a quzstion waich can be acted upon only be the ISL
National Comaittze. However, the ISL should, in view of ths opportunitiss of
youth work at this tias, devots wuch greater aid to the DYL than 1%2 5.

One striking exampls involvad hzrs is in ths raceat fund drivs, fﬁ’which
ths CYL was allowed to k23) fcr its own use only that monsy wnich was s:nt in
ovar and above a certain initial quota waica went to the ISL.

Undoubtzdly in the short term such halp, particularly the financial, from ths
ISL means real sacrifice, but in a longer Jeriod tnis initial difficulty would
bs offset by the jositive results waich the activity thus mads possible would
introduce. ‘ : . . ’

b) There is an acuts need of a competent national organizational and political
lsadesrshi> for the sursose of giving local units dirsction and of tieinyg the.
units togsther in a national wholes and as components of a national organization.
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Toward this 2nd tierz must be a continuation of offort to obtain a national buro
walch is functioning; resjonsitls, balanced in the casabilities of its members,
and neticnal in charaztzr. Al '0551b:11ti°s of bringing unit leaders of suffidsnt
calibrs to ths ualional offics munt ks =xplored,

One hasic di{fi rl“y o) be ov"x,ona in the formation of a strong national
lzadershi: is thot our sent Notional Buro and N.C. are not as their names imply,
~azticsaly rather, ths aTs a collec»10n of individuals slected by and resyonsible
to Leeal maits oaly, This sroblem can, of courss, only be overcomz by 'a founding
corrzetica vwalch chould not be ovarly d“lay.d bacause of the dessire to reach a
c=riain arbitrvery size

a) The estchlishiment of a national SYL .ublication directzsd to the cambus is of
iunzdiate rasad. I th2 m°asurec sugygestad in this section, such a regular tul-
1at30 ov muypzzine vowlr L2 wost, imuzdiately, tcward strangthening the SYL,
both ini=rnully by 3171ng 1t a actional idsological center, and extsrnally by
incrzasing Siv caasus intluenc: diisctly.

Thre: principal chj=2cvions can b made to this proposal.
{}) sdsquase aiitorisi foreas:
~ovIn pert this is the scuz »oblam as 1at of the national buro, howovar, “this
is on2 zask which n2ed pot bn dons silely frow New York. As writing assipgnasnts
are Jared out,lsc can much oi' the sditorial activity, l°aving ‘only the technical
nhlen foxr New Yerk alone.

; Hg anough ccyy of n satisfactory lasval: ' ‘ :
ga2td hne basie gramrics thed ther: ars orough geogla in and around th=s £YL
who cen wrilte w2il, 1a2 Dropdlua is ol insurimountabls. Rather it is onz of learn-

ing kow t2 stima. atﬁ discucsicr on'specific quDSLions instead of is sulng general
appn is f:r ti. coinradcs Lo weits.

{3) Fiacreing: e : ~ o '
- Ad-enswer 4o this real Jroll M can b= mads in ths form of some questlonu. How -
many uails havr> 2 2edge it m and one in wiich a certain portion of thsz moniﬂs
celizet-d is frearsmithed to 5%, vould not the very nsad of money for such a
surpiee s this arcse ihiz courades much nors than would th° ne d for stamp money?
To wact sxieni cat aid be obtaissd fron the ISL, ‘ B

'

5. In conclusion: - o

f [
-

'Ihf*r‘= is nc )BFS)“CflV° of a rass >rd carp anti—war f°d=rat10n on American
camp:325.  Tiae 4023 not yerwit this dovalowusnt. The 3rd World war, itself, is
not wacrz tuan a f'sw yzars cif., «hile th»? draft is uers now and will s“ortLy
decimate the Tanis of those on caayms whe arz the jotential base for a big anti- }
war anovament. Furthzr, what np;oggtlon to araft tiaere is at this time is =xpressed
ir an lndiVldqulo d Jass ive resiste nce S Lo

floreover tine SYL s now a factor on'CdMJus. Not in a mass s2nse of numbers,
but in a )Jllthdl sansz in thut th° SYL now conbtltut°s a Jolitlcal focal »oint.,

G°n°ral]y wuat 3rd cam) anti-war activity on camous will' evelo), will b=
through tns SYL oi tnrougn united froats, bloes, etc. which the SYL will initiate.

To echieva bhis. end, th2 SIL wust be strangthesned to a soint of being openly
recognized as a major activity of the ISL and the approprlate steps must be taken
in view of this riiognition.

L. Thompson - - . 1" : = i
Beriksley T
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ON QRGANIZ.ATIONAL 22RSPLCTIVES

e, e’

i
1 Ths valuz of youth work in t‘a 7ast sariod: (3/49 to 9/50)

-5) hatvonally, th 5YL, vienbo as an Il activity, has bsen a najor and fruitful

field of work. This point stands out particularly vaen ons conmparss the relative

_activity of ISL branch to SYL unit ia such slacss as St. Louis, Sen Francisco

arsa. and ChiCago.

: b} Furthnmor° not only has the SYL wors than aeld its own in size, but it has
~ ‘done 50 in a . period wisn othar youth aovements (LYL, Y°SL, SDA, stec.) have

,1a=riencod a considerablse d=cr=ase in st“enbth.

2. Statsment oi tas )vrs>ectivﬂ uod°r whxch tids activity occurrsds:
{(3/49 Youth Resolution) . ;

. a) The \riméry task for thne SYL is tue consolidation of its mzabership and th°

building of cadres feor .ths osarty. '

- (1) ‘Toward thaie 2nd end aucny othbr tnian, an Laasdiate =du0ational bullzatin
was oromised.

(2) Furthsrsore, lsos maphasis was to bs given to building camus clubs and dis- |

.cussicn 5rou3s waer= SLCh wo*k ssriously dotructad frou dirsct SYL activity.

BT PRNE

% Results of th° 1919 y=ra>activ

a) To a large extent the 1949 >ers)sctivs vas not fulfilled.
(1) Ta2 pramise of a brlletin could not be carrisd out. Generally sjeaking it

. was impcscible to find out whot was going on locally throughout country, =xcent

for 20 OCCJulDU&J, dry organizational bullstin.

g5 Bome weits coatinued to function zs before in spsnding too much time on
ca®uE cli* / and discussion grouss whers such work seriously dstracted froa
diresct SY. activity.

(3) Essentiaily the SYL functionad as autonomous units naving corresjondance
with the Y buro wnich functlonad as a lzading body only for the NY area.

b) In s:it= of theq: defects, taz S!L graw and bocame, in many arsas, a recog-

nlzod, active force.

4. Imple: nnntation :

a) There is & ne=d for increased ISL recognition of the SYL in terms of material
. and financial aid to the youth.

This issue is primarily a question wiich can be acted upon only be the ISL
National Committzs. Howevsr,. the ISL should, in view of the opportunities of
youth work at this tiie, devots much 5r°at°r aia to the DYL than itﬁ:'s.

One striking example involved h:srs is in ths rscent fund drivs, in which
th2 SYL was allowed to k22> for its owm use only that monsy wnich was sznt in

over and above a cortain initial quota wnich went to the ISL.

Undoubtzdly in the short term such halp, particularly the financial, from the
ISL means real sacrifice, but in a longer jeriod thnis initial difflculty would
be offset by the Jositiva results which the activity thus mads possible would
introducs.

b) There is an acut2 need of a competeant national organizational and pjolitical
leadershi> for the surjoss of giving local units diresction and of tieing the
units togzther in a national whole and as couponents of a national organization.
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Toward this and thers must be a continuatior of =ffort to obtain a national buro
wnich is functioning, resoonsiblzs, balanced in the cajabilitiss of its members,
and naticnal in character. A1l Hossibiliidse of bringing unxt leaders of suffident
calibrz to th2 talional office must b2 explered.

One basic d3{ficulty “o ba ovorroms in ihe formation of a strong national
lsadepshipy is ihot our _rasent Notional Buro and N.C. are not as their names imply,

Sooasnzticnals cather, -they ar= a colleciion of individuals elected by and responsible

-to leesl maits only. This Jroblex cen, of courss, only be overcomz by a founding
corventica, waich should ndt be overly delayesd bzcause of the dssire to reach a
czriain arbitrery size. . : .

;ai The‘esbablishmént<of a nstional SYL .ublication directed to the camous is of

isnzciace. nesd, (0 ths mesasures suggsctad in this section, such a regular bul-

lztin or magazirn: would do the wost, limwe dlat°iy, teward strengthening the SYL,
both inl=vnally b, ziving it a nutlonal ldrologlcal cant°r, and extsrpally by
incrzasing SYw caaops influsnce directly. . : ST .

Thre: oripeippl objections caan b3 made to this proposal. '
(l) Ad2quate aiitorisl roress:

o0 In pert thle is theiscug problem as that of the national buro, howsver, this
is on=2 task whic1 nze=d rot b2 dons solely from Wew York. . As writing assignaents
are faripxd cut, so can nuch of the sditorial activity, leaving only the t°chn1cal

wor 5 & pre Mew for new York elona,

““(I SzAuitpe snough cciy .of a satisfactory lsvel:

arant=0 tn2? basic srexis2 that ther: ars erough p20>l2 in and around ths DYL
who san weite wall, taz DHroblum is not insurnoun abl- Rather it is onz of learn-
ing how *c stimi.et> discussicn on sg°01f1c quesiions instead of issuing general
appeals f-r the cbmradcs to write h
(j) Fisercing: R O ; BN SUET

11 A3 answar to tals 211 Jroh4 s Can bs: mad= in th= form of some questions how -
s many ualils havre o dledge sigiam and one in waich a certain pjortion of ths monies

&
colizct=d ig trarsn

&
PR

1]

“

C¢5ﬁ'{‘4\',

r
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ttnd to ¥, would not the very nz2ed of monsy for such a
surpuee es this arouse th2 courades much nors than would the nesd for stamp monsy?
To wict sXt=ni, can aid pe obvaingd froa the 1SL, : o : ’ ;

-~ M "
LS . Ve T

u . .
5 s S

5 In conclusionms - - o oo e SEREEE TR
Th°r= ic nc )°“bJ°CTlV° of a nass 3rd camg anti—war fbdaratlon on American
Campi:585. Tiae 4023 mot serwmit vhis dsvzloaznt. The 3rd World war, itself, is
not amcr: taan a faw vears cof. vhile th2 draft is ters now and will shortly:
decianat> the —ancs of those ¢én caams vhe ar: the (otantial base for a big anti-
war movemesat. Furthzr, what opposition to draft taere is-at this t1m° is °xgr°ss=d
ir an lnleldUJllo d gaSSivc v°51>t¢nc,. S b
Tt : L S R AR SV e o
Mor°ovor tn° oYL s nov a fucto¢ on camjus. Not in a’riass sanee of numbers,
but. in a Jolltl al senss 1n thab the bYL aow constltutos a Jolltical focal ooint.
- ,l - Lo T
G°n°rallj Wdat 3ru caum) antl—Var actIV1ty on cam us w1ll ev*lO), v1ll bs
throush tne ¢u or through united froats, blocs, ste. which the SIL will initiate.
.To echieve this end, the SIL must bes strengthened to a voint of being openly ’
r,CO‘ﬂ12°u as a wajor activity of th= IS0 and t,nn appropriate st 2s must be taxen
An view of uhlS r cgnluion. S S S e
“:. ¢ L. Thompson
B=arisley’
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