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i
ZDITCRIAL NOTES

Vhat the YSR is

The Young Socialist Review is the information and discussion bullctin of the
Young Socialist Leaguce It is proparod by the Chicage unit of the YSLe.

The aim of YSR is to constitute o forum for the cxpression of 21l points of
view within tho YSL. It is, therofcre, complotely open to any member who may
wmish to contributce his vicws. Contributions from non-members will alsc be
'accoptcd, if of sufficicntly high intocrest.

For cbvious rcasons it should bc undcrstood that articles signod by individ-
uals do not necessarily rcpresent the vicws of the YSL. any materisl that is
Wofficial will be clearly labellcd as such. '

The YSR will be published at least bi-monthly, or more frequeontly if sufficiont
noterial is availablc. So, Plcasc Sond Copy as Soon as It Is Readyl Scnd

to 1343 &, 50th Strect, Chicago 15, Illinois. matorial must be typovritten,
and, if possible, it should bo stonecilled as woll,

The cimlation of YSR is not restrictod to mombors although it is issucd
primarily for YSL membors, Zvery cffort should be made hovicver to get copics
into thc hands of all intcrested poersonse

This issuct 1957 Spccicl Convention Issuc, No. 1

This is thc first of tw~ Spocial Convontion issucs. This issuc contains threo
of the four majer docrucnis cuerging from tho 1957 YSL Convontione The fourth,
not containcd here, is o rosoluticn passed by the Conveontion on Youth and

the Campuse This rosoluticen dealt with a survey of the campus scone, a
discussion of thic spcecial nocds of youth, and an cxamineticn of a number of
crganizations vhich function in the youth arcna vhich arc of conceorn to YSL
ricnbers. It was howevoer roferrcd backc to the National action Cormittco for
stylistic and grammatical changes (wvith thc cxceoption of onc scction vhich

was lcft for final dotormination by tho next NEC mecting). Tho final toxt

of tho Youth and Cgmpus rosolution will appoar in a futurc issuc of Y3R.

The three documents included in this issuc aro: first of 2ll, the amended
Constitution cf tho ¥SL. The sccond is a resolution de.ling -vith the irmpor-
tant topic of rcgroupment and unity of the sceiolist movement in tho U, S.
This rosolution, which constitut®d the center of intornal discussion vithin
the YSL in the past pcried, passcd by an overvhelming votc. Finally thore
is tho resoluticn on the Crisis of lorld Stalinism which deals prim:rily
7ith the Y3L's approach to rccont ovonts in Eastorn Zuropc and Russia.
Aside from cxamining tho causos and tho impact of tho recont crisis within
the Communist mevoments, tho resclution deals with its rclationship to the
YSL's Third Camp position, to thc imperialist policivs of the Capitalist
west end te the tasiis of aucrican socialists in the coming poriode

A sccond Convention issuc of YSR will appcar shertly., It will contain all
othcer Convention roscluticns and iotions——both tiiosc passcd and those do-
feateds and finally, lute in august the first rogulur YSR will appcar againe

Debbic keiecr, cditor
avgust 9, 1957



IMPORTANTI

Within the next two wecks thoe sccond and final Convontion issuc will be
out and in thc mails. Then we will begin work on the regularly schede
ulad YSR for auguste

The first real posteconvention issue rill appoar late in august or carly
Scptember, the deadlino boing augnst 24th for wll matoriall ‘o alrcady
have scmd copy for that issue - a long article on Poland by Pavl Gormain
and an articlo on politics in Greoat Britain by a friend from Englond, &
report by the National Secretary ond scveral unit reports will zlso be
included. Comrades and fricnds are urged to send in their contributions
-~ be they long or short, orgenizational or political in natur:, highly
thcorcetical or not, bibliographics, class ouvtlincs, basic cduc:-tional
articles - in othor words, almost anything of interest. Whilc polished
articles arc alvays a ploasurc, rcmember this is onc place thot nembers
can use to practicc up on their writing sicills, to got c:poricnco in
cxpressing their idcaseess

However: In tho casc of uatcrizl subnitted by mombors of organizod

YSL units, we have decided to consider it the prinary pesponsibility of
said units to stoneil all matcrial cmanating from their unite. If this
is impossible in some units we will nay spocial cxcoptionss In genoral,
may v also suggest, that since thoerc is no spocial art to steneilling
(just a typovriter and a hard touch ~ and rcmorboring to put thec ribbon
on stcneil and to buy good stoncils for typowriting) that all contribu-
tors should mako a point of trying to sond their copy in steneilled forme
Yo lengthy orticles will be accoptod vhich ars not stencillcd and no
articles, of coursc, no mattor hov long will bc accopted thich ero not
typenrittcn.

Ve cxpect to put YSR oub at least bi-monthly (cvery cthor nonth)e o
would bc glad to have it go out morc oftcn than that, but no matter how
greed the responsc is you will be rocciving YSR at least conce cvery tmo
months even if it should contzin only a front and back cover and th:se
2ditorial notosl

Unit Organizorss Pleasc romcnb.r to sond in reperts for YSR
occasionally - overy quarter or scuocstor at loast - with o
revicw of unit activitics, perspoctives, problems and idoase




ﬂl-

CONSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE
(as amcndcd by the 1957 YSL Convention)

Art., I NauZ: Tho namc of this organization shall be the YOUNG SOCIALIST
LEAGUE, hcreinafter roforred to as the YSL.

art, II AIMS aWD PRIMCIPLES: Tho YSL is a dcmocratic sccialist organization
striving to aid in thc basic transformation of this socicty into
one vhere tho means of production and distribution shall bc col=
loctively ovned and dcmocratically nanagede Tho VSL attompts to
make the young workers and studcnts, who form its arcna of active
ity, conscious of tho nced for organization dircetad against
capitalisnm and Stalinisme

The YSL rojects tho concopt that statc ovnore

ship without democratic controls ropresonts socialism; or that
socialism can be achicved without political dcnocracy, or
through undomocratic ncans, or, in short, in any vay othor than
tho conseious active purticipution of the people theonsclvos in
the building of the now social order. The YSL orisnts towards
thoe working class as the class vhich is capable of lcading so-
cicly to socialism.

art., IIIPURPOSE: The purposc of tlio V3L shall be to carry out its aims and
principles and such policics as its authorizced bodics nay adopt
in pursuit of its aiuws and principlose

art. IV MEnBERSHIP:
Scct. l. Mmcmbership in tho 7SL is opon to those in substantial agrooe

mnent with its purposc and statoment of principles and program;
and vho aro willing to accopt'the rcsponsibilitics of menborship
and porticipute in thoe work of the crganization undor its dirocc-
tion. This dous not wcan, of course, that applicants must, as a
ccndition for newborship, agroe with all policy dccisions of the
YSLe If they accopt tho aius and principles and agrce to abide
by the Democracy and Discipline scetion of tho Constitution thoy
aro cligible for momburships

Scete. 2o Every nowbor of the YSL shall bclong to a local scetion of
the organization. ZExccptions to this policy may “c made by the
NAC., In cascs vhorc nono oxists in his locality hc shall be a
nomber-at-Large, responsiblc diroctly to the Xal for the conduct
of his socialist woriz,

Sect. 3. applicuticns for mcwbership shall bo passcd on by local
scctions subjoct to reviow by the NAC within onc month after tho
local scction notifics the naticnal officc of its action cn the
application. all applications shall be forwardcd to the national
office within two wocks aftcr they have boon ectod upon,

Art., V LOCaL ORGaNIuaTION:
Sect. l. rfive or morc mcubors in any locality upen application to
the NAC may be churtored and ¥mown as a Unit, Units havo the
right and duty to pcrform all YSL activitics in that localitye.



art, VI
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Secte. 2. Vhore morc than ono Unit cxists in any locale, a district
organization may bo sect up, subject to tho approval of tho MAC,
with a district cxccutivo committoo clocted by a district con-
vention. Yhon so olocted it shall be the highost governing body
for that arca, and may, with thec concurrcnce of thoe NaC, charter
new Units in that arca.

Scct. 3. where therc oxists moro than one Unit in any gcographical
arca a rcgional organization may be sct uvp with tho concurrenco
of the NaC. & rogional czecutive shall be formed composed of rope
rescntatives from the participeting Units., It shall have the
povwier tc issuc a regionul orgen and to organizo rcgional confor—
cnces. It moy also, with the agrecmont of tho 'aC, charter new
organizing committicse

Scete 4. In localitics whorc more than one but forer than five
members rosiace the NaC may charter an Organizing Committce, which
shall have thc samc rights and dutics as a Unit, exccpt for the
right to pass on mcmbcrship applications in its arca and the
right to clect delegates to conventions. In rogard tc such mate
ters members of an Organizing Committcc shall bo rogarded as
hombers~at-Largoe

Sccte 5. Units and Organizing Committces shall bo responsible to
the NaC for the conduct of their work.

Socts 6 1In all arcas and organizations and on all campusos tho
YSL policy shall be cxccuted by the membors in that situation
acting as an organizod body, subjcet to tho dccisions of the
highor bodics of the organizatione

NATIOHAL ORGaANILATIONS
Sect. 1. Conventionse.
Ao Tho highost body in the YSL is tho Haticnal Conveontions
The National Convintion has the power to adopt all pclitical
and organizational policics of the YSL, and to sleect tho
" lcading committeo of tho organization, the National Exccu~
tivo Committco. Tho convontion shall ncot at loast once cvery
two ycars, on call of tho HEC. Tho NEC shall allow at lcast
ninoty days for pre-convention discussion in issuing any con-
vontion calle Tho nincty day poeriod shall bugin only vhen
the NaC hes publishod and circulatad the najor majority
docuncnts, cxcept in thoe caso of an cmurgency conventions
Tho FaC shall draft a proposcd Convention agenda and Rulose

B. Only mombors in jood stending shall have the right to
vote for dolcgateuse Voting shall tako Placc on « Unit basis,
aad cach Unit shall oloct onc dclogate for a given mumber of
nomburs in good standing, or najor fraction thorcof. Tho
nunber is to be spocificd by the NEC in its convention call,
Units nmay clcct alternates to the convontion.
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C. A spccial Convention may be called by a majority of the
NEC, onc third of the membership cr two fifths of local socw
tions. On recciving such a call the NEC shall schedule a
special convention within four months, allowing thrce monthe
for discussione

D. ihen there is a division on the basis of political ten~
dencics in clocting dologatos to tho convention, tendonciocs
sceking such rcprescntation arc ontitlad to reproscntatives
blyctpd by thomsclves as follows! in a Unit cntitled to onc

delogate the delegate shall bo choscn by the tcndoney with the
highost vote. In a unit ontitled to two dolegzteos a tondoncy
rcceiving ono-third of the vote shall be catitled to onc
dolegatee In a Unit cntitled to three dolegates a tendoncy
rceeiving onc~-fourth of the vete shall be cntitlod to onc
delegates In a Unit ontitled to four delcgatos, a tondoncy
receiving onc=fifth of the vote shall be cntitled to onc
delogatce In a Unit ontitled to four delegatos a tondoney
rocciving two~fifths of tho votc shall be contitled to two
dcolegates. These proportions shall provail in the case of
all other ratiose a tondoncy shall be considored establishod
and dofinced by tho prosent.tion for vote of 2 writton docu-
nent (resolution or motion), which is announcod as tho basgis
of tho tendency asking for rcprescntation.

Scct. 2 The National Exccutive Cémmittee
A. Betweon Conventions the highest body of the YSL shall be
tho National Zxceutive Committce. Between convontions tho
NEC has the power to adept all political and organizational
policios for the YSL provided that these do not contradict
policics adopted previously by the convention, subject to
rovicw by subscquoent conventions, or by a memborship refor-
cndun as provided for heoroinafter. Tho NEC shall take
officc immediately upon oloction and shall hold offico until
the next convention, or until a successcr has been olocted.

B. The NEC shall bec clocted by the convention. In the
cvent of a political division at the convention the NEC
shall bo cleeted on the basis of roeprescnt. tion for politi-
cal tendencics if they so request. Represcntatives of tone
dencivcs on tho NEC shall be apportioned in proportion to
the strongth of tendencics at the conventions

Ce The NzC shall bo composcd of mombers and oltc rnatos, tho
number of cach boing deternined by the conventione

D. The EzuC sholl ncot at lcast tvwice a yocar. Onc third of
the N2C may call o special meoting of the ¥ZC8 vhiech iust be
scheduled within ¢ix wecks of roceipt of svch a call by the
NaC. any nomber of the NEC may initiate a mail ballot of
the JEC on any dccision of the NaC, but not on dcecisions
taken by a rcgular mecting of the NZC.



E. The NEC shall appoint and may romovo all national officers
and hcads of the departments and cormittecs such as it may
cstablish by a najority votos

Fo Any MNEC number may appecint any rogular alternate to ro-
place him for all or part of any mecting of tho Committoce.

8. In roplacing vacencies on the Committee the FEC may
raise altorhdtos to full hgmbership by majority vote. ‘hon
nccossary to naintain rccognized facticnal strongth as de-
termincd in the cloction of the KFEC by thoe precoding cone
vention, non~altornates moy he ccopted by a two-thirds voto,
In the cvent of further vacancios on the Committee and aftoer
invostigatihg the possibilities of a Spccial Cenveontion, tho
¥EC may co-opt from ameng non—altornates by a two-thirds
voto after the cxhaustion ¢f tho rogular altcocrnato slatc.

Sccte 3+ The National action Committce
Ae Tho National action Comnittoc shall conduct the naticnal
political and organi.ational affairs of the YSL botweon meeot-
ings of tho N0, and adopt policics fcr the YSL providcd that
theso do not contradict policies adepted previously by the
convontion or by the NEC, subjcet to review by the convention
or by thc NEC, or by an fEC rcfercendunm s provided for in
art. VI, Scct. 2, De

Be Thc Nal shall be clected from among mombers of the NZ

in the vicinity of thc National Officec, by thic ¥EC. NEC ale
ternates, and FEC members vho arc not mombeors of the aC,
wtho reside in the vieinity of the National Office skhall also
be altornates to tho NAC.

Ce Tho NAC shall mcet at lcast once a ronth, or on call cf
onc=third of its memberse

De isinority tendcncies in the organization shall be cntitlcd
to the same proportion of seats on the NAC as on tho WNEG,

Ee all mombers of the YSL shall have the right to attend
meetings of tho FAC and FEC ercept vhen thesc bodics shall
by a two-thirds veto decido to held cxccutive scssionse

Sect. 4. National Officcrs
Ae The National Officcrs shall consist of a National
Chairman and a National osecrotary vho shall be cleeted by
the NEC from among its ncmboerss

Be The Hationzl Chairuan shall be the convoncr of the NZC
and the FaC and shall bo the pelitical spokcsman of the YSLe

Ce Thc National Scerctary shall be the orgeniz:-ticnal ocxecce
utive of the YSL and shall bo rosponsible for the adminstras-
tion of the Haticnal OfinCg
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D. There may boe other officers such as chairmen or scerctare
ics of dopartucnts and committces which the NEC may cstablishe
Thoy shall be clccted by the NEC.

E. The National Officers and such other officers as may be
chosen by tho NEC shall bc dircctly responsibls to the Hal
and NEC for thc conduct of their work.

Art. VII FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS
Sect. 1. BEvery applicant for momborship shall pay a $1.00 applicae
tion fco to be forwerded to the National Office.

Sect. 2, I&Every membereat-large shall vay a ninimum ducs of 35.00
per ycar. mombers-at-large joining after Junc of any year
shall havc their ducs couputed on the basis of 504 per monthe
The fiscal ycar runs from Jan. 1 to Dcce 31. khicmbers vho ars
sorving scntcnces for comscicntious or poclitical cobjcction to
war are oxcmpt from the ducs requirements. Other czceptions
nay be made by the HAC.

Socte 3¢ Local soctions muy cstablish a pledge system to supploment
the rogular national ducse

Socte 4o Zvory local unit shall send to the Kationsl Offico a minie
mun of 504 per month per menber as ducs. EBExccoptions to this
nay be made by the NAC.

Sect. 5. The NEC may sct spccial assessments and organize special
fund drivese.

Sect. 6. Only members in good standing may voto/and/or hold office
in the YSL, Any nember morce than throc months bechind in his
dues shall be dccmed not to be in good standing and may be
dropped from the organization after a warning.

Art. VIII DEMOCRACY aiND DISCIPLINE ‘
Secte 1o The NAC shall cstablish a yoar-round info#mation and dige
cussion bullctin open to all members, where all political and
organizational disagrcoments can achicve their fullost and
frecst oxprossion. & singlo copy of this bullctin shall be
provided frec of charge to all mombors of the YSL, but its dige
tributicn is not linited to mombers. kcombers of the YSL shall

also roceive, free of charge for ono ycar, the YOUNG SOCIALIST
CLALLBNGE.

Soccte 2. 4ll official pross and publications of the YSL are subjoct
to tho direcction of the HAC.

Sect. 3 Local bodics of the Y3L may publish matoerizl of their
choice, however they must wake clear thut it is a locsal publi-
cation.



Sect. U4, iinority tendcncics or caucuses may publish thoir own
material for internal and cxternal distribution, but they
nust maze clear that these publicctions do hot rcprosent
the viows of the organization as a whcley All National and
local mimcograph and mailing facilitics shall beo cpen to
such tendencics or caucuses for usc at costs

Seet. 5. Mkembers of the YSL shall be guidod in their political
actions and work by the principlos and decisions of tho
League. In pursulng theirwori thoy nay not tako action vhich
is in contradiction to the policios of the YSLA They mey
mako statomcnts in contradictions to the policics ofothe 1%L,
If thoy nake it cloar thoy arc speaking for thomsclves and
not for tho Leagues This, hoviever, docs not includc thro right
to cngage in gencrel propagunda campaigns vhich attempt to
persuado other organizations or nenemonbors of the YSL to
adopt positions of cngage in activitics hostile to the YSL
or its policicsy such cemp:igns constituting action, It
docs provide form the right of individual mombers and tondone
cics to inform thc public of their difforcncas -Ath tno YSL
and its policiess :

Socte 64 whenover a noob.r disegrecs with the decisions of the
League) hc is of course; nct compeolled to act politically in
publie against his owm convictions. He may abstein from
aating according to tho dccisions of the League slthcuch ho
nay not act politically sgainst the YSL or itg policies in
public krenage

Socts 7. Membors of loading national committoss of the orgonizes
ticn cr of Unit oxcoutlive committecs or of distriet ox-cutive
cormittees shall be rosponsible to the committcos they are
mcuabers of for tho condudd of their worke

Scets 84 Local Units shall provido members with the opportunity
'to presont thoir views on political and organizaticnal Drohm
lems bufore the membershipd

Socct. 94 Between conventions any deeision of the FEC nay be overe
rulecd by a nonbership reforendun, but convention decisions may
nots all reforcndums shall be decided by o majority votos
Bofore initiating a roforendum thoere shall be a discussion
with local scections on the advisability of a Spcecial Convention
with roefercnee to the financisl and othor problems invelveds
The initiative for a refercndum mey be mado by: cno-third of
the NEQ, onc-third of the memborship, or two=fifths of the
local Unitse Pro 2nd con discussion shall ge out with 211 rofe
erendum ballots,

Sect. 10. There shall be no scerct bulloting on any committoc of
the YSLe In ordcr that the record of comuittes mombers bo
available to the merbership all votes shall be reeordeds  ine
utes of the IEC and Nal meetings, cieept of mectinzs in oxocws
tive session, shall go to all mombors vho request theme



Art, IX TRIaAL FROCEDURE

Art. X

Sect. le any member or section of the YSL wey bring charges against
any nember for.violation of YSL principles, policics or discie
pline. The initial accusation must be uade in writing boefore
tho smallest subdivision of the Leaguc of which they arc both
neriberse  The accuscd must be given notice of the trial date
and a copy of tho charges against him both 15 and again 7 days
preccding the trial date. Failure to appecar or to send a
letter of defcnso in the abscnce of excuse for such failure
shall be ground for conducting the trial in absontia.

Sect. 2. No subdivision shall constitute itsclf as a trial body
unless all mowbers have been informed in advance of the business
at hand.

Sect. 3+ A member shall be tricd befors the highest cormittee of
the League of which ke is a meuber, in the ease vhore the charges
call for his susponsion or ozpulsione

Sect. 4e In order to oxpel'a twoethirds votc is nexded; te suspend or
censure a majerity votc is ndcededs A subdivision nay disniss
the charges at any timoe

Scct. 5. Thc accuscd or accuser may appeal to the NAC, the NEC and
the Convention in thet ordor. The decision of thc Convention
snall bo finale In order to have the right to appcal a menmber
must file his appeal with the next higher body within 15 days of
the trial.

Scct. 6« an oxpelled necbor while appecaling shall be given tho status
of a suspended memb:r, his sole rights being the right to con~
duct his appcale

i ISCELLAIIZOUS PROVISIQNS

Secte 1. Nothing in this Constitution shall be constriecd in such a
vay as to doprive any ncmbor of the YSL of the fvll right to
oxprcss any political position consistont vith the ains and
principles of tho YSL, cither in spoken or writton forme

Sccte 2. auondnents to this Constitution nay be mads only by a
Convention of the YSLe

Sccte 3. The NEC may affiliatc the YSL to intornntional bodies by
a majority votce

Sccte 4o Tho Cheimman of all mcetings and committoos hag a right to
voico and votc at all times. The nay vote shall be called first
on voting to call tho quostion,.

Socts 5e 4ll mombors of the YSL shall be provided with a copy of this
constitution.

Soct. 6. At all moctings and at the Conventicn of the YSL Reoborts!

Rulcs of Order (Rove) shall govern the procecdings, oxcept vhere
they arc in conflict with this constitution.

¥re
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PERSPAECTIVES FOR awERICAN SOCIALISk

I. AnERICAN PrRSFECTIVE

anericen socialists today arc cenfronted by important, though limited,
possibilities for resrouping and revitalizing the american sccialist movee
mente

This perspective is bused upon our analyses of the specific conditions
of American society taken in the context of the interncticnal scene. First,
we belicve thut the dominant cher:cteristics of american politicsl, econoric
and social life of the last decade will, in the wmzin, continue, e do not
anticipate cn iminent and therough-:;oing crises in the United States, or a
mass radicalization. But secondly, we sec that significant changes are
taking place in the world and in the United States, opening up new possibile
ities for socialist action - thut the period of c¢ver-increasing polarization
on an international scale, and ever-increasing reaction on tihe domostic
scale, is coning to an cnd. ‘e look toward new beginningsi

Internationally, the danger cf orld iar III has recedcd. The settle~
nent of the Indochinese war, the Korean arnistice, the "go~existonce" carm
palgn of the Stalinists, these werc thc first signs of thc nsw situation.
Since then, the tactics of the two war carips heve blowvm hot and cold, yet
at no timec has the world approuched the state of explosive tension vhich
prevailed in 1950 and 1951. Lore rocently, the tremendous events in Poland
and Hungary have dealt a serious blow to world Stalinism, and NaTQ has been
strained to the utmost by the iiddlc-East crisis, by the pressurcs within
various FZurcpcan countries to reduce ar.auents, etce

For socialists in anmerica, the crisis in world Stalinism has had the
most obvious and immediate effect.s The Commmunist Party in the Urited States
has been torn in an atteupt to deal with the Kruschev revelations and the
events in Poland and Hungary. uith the collapse of american Stalinism, a
force vhich for decades distorted and disoriented the radical movement, new
possibilities have appeared. But it would be an orror to base an american
perspective on this development alone. aother factors, in particulcr the
position of the workingclass in anerica form a vital part of our anclysis,
and our tactics are rel:.ted to a vhcle range of situationse

This generally new international situztion has already been folt in
Anerican life as a vholee The expectation of imuinent war was & political
and psychological precondition for the growth of the garrison state. As
tensions have been reduced, the porer of reaction and thc witch—hunt hes
subsideds To be sure, the institutions cf repressiocn rezein in force, dut
the power of the kcCarthyite right has becn curtailed, and the temmo of
anti-libertarianisn has been appreciably sloved.

Domestically, the permanent war cconowy is still a decisive factor
in auerican socicty, its power incrcased by the Eiscnhover budget of 1957,
Becausc of this "floor" of goverament intervention, ve do not anticipste
a thorough-going intern2l crisis of tho economy, such ¢s the Dopression of
the Thirties, in the irmediate future. at the same time, thore are many
signs which point to a nore linited type of crisis.
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The labor movement organized in the afL-CIO is today more powerful than
ever before, indeed it is the mightiest organized workingclass the world
has known. Yet it has contimued in a self-imposed bondage to the Democratic
Party; it has hobbled its tremendous strength by an organizational alliance
with Southern reaction. Consequently, the primary task facing the Amefrican
workingclass remains that of creating its own independent political partys
The tremcndous fact of labor unity hus made the potential of such a party
all the more obvious, yet the mass of American workers have yet to be won
to this nmost primary of struggles.

Thus, for american socialists, the fight for a labor party tclces on
a central and dccisive significance, Today, the american labor movement
stands on the left of aAmerican society as the basic organized social force
comnitted to a program of liberal reform. At the sare time, it is to the
right of the entire socialist movement, for it has not yet coms to that
political class consciousness vhich is fundumental to even the most re-
fornist socizlist ideology. Given our general analysis of american society,
ve do not expect that the workingclass will, in the next period, make a
sudden, violent transition from its present trade union conscicusness to
revolutionary politics. Rather, its road lies through the creaticn of a
labor party vhich, in its initial stages, will prcbably advocate a program
of liberal reform. Such a party would nevertheless signify an event of
tronendous importance and revolutionary implications: the political organ-
ization of the american workers as a class. Once such a part: exists
it will, of course, be the tasit of socialists to win it to socialism and
to a militant socialist programe

However, the possibilities vhich have been opened up by the events
of the past two years are, with the exception of the mass movement for
Civil Rights, largely confined to a small segment of society. Particularly
among socialists and radicals, the impact of these events has been great.
In the future, the events which today have such an effect upon these
groups will reach a broader stratum of .merican society. The task of re-
zrouping and revitalizing the socialist movement is necessary if we are
to be capable of playing an important role when this new situation devsal-
opse and today, such rogroupment would immediately strengthen socialist
participation in the struggle for Civil Rights now unfolding throughout
the entire United States. &t this time, ho'ever, our major imuediate
task centers about the socialist nmovement itsgelf.

An example from the youth arena illustrates this important point.
The crisis in world Stalinis:: has resulted :in the dissolution of the
Labor Youth Lea;ue. a8 2 result, discussions and debates vhich would
have been impossible twc years ago now take place. -The Stalinists and
their periphery <re no longer the pole of attraction they wers a short
time ago in the stude.t sphere. But at the sane tiue as this foerment has
developed. among radical.youth, the general decline of student political
organization, and student apathy have continued, Similarly in the labor
novement, where the new opportunities for discussion and action emerged
primarily among the advanced worikers, among socialists and Comimnists, but
did not come as a broad movement within the orkingclass as a vholss
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II. REGROUPHENT

We beliove that tho most offoctive moans of rogrouping the American
socialist movement is through the croation ¢f a now, bread, Dobsian
socialist party. o favor uniting domocratic socialists of various
tocndencics on the basis of a minimum common program of commitment to
deniocratic socialism and opposition tc both Stalinism and capitalisme
In torms of immodiate politics, such a party would unitc a wide range
of democratic socialist opinion bihind suppert to democratic struggles
cvoryvhere in the werld.

Such a party nccd not, and in fact in its carly stages at loast
should not, havc a defincd analysis of capitalism cr Stalinisn, or many
other theorotical questionse Only in this way can it unitc within ono
party —cformists and rcvoluticnarics, thesc with some illusions about
Stalinism and thosc with a sharp, clear analysis of Stalinisu, kurxists
and non-marzists, ctce Ve would not push tho party to udopt cur analysis
of Stalinism as the official position of the organization, for czamplo,
beccause we hopo thut individuals and groups will be able to function
togethor while holding views which diffoer from ours, Thus, such a party
could logitimetely contain mombers and tondencims vho considoer Russian
socicty as burcaucratic collcetivist, state capitalist, a degoncrated
workers state, industrial foudalisu, some "bad" sort of socialism or just
plain "totalitarian." The precondition for & hcalthy unity in this case
would be a willingness and a desirce to support all struggles by the
Russian and satcllitc pooples for decuocracy and frocdom, and an agroomant
that the Party as a whole difforcntiatc itsclf, clealy and un:quivceably,
from any kind of support to tho Russian state. This docs not mcan thst
ricubers and tcndencics would have to avold contreversial questions within
the unificd party, but moroly thet thoy should avoid asking the Party to
take a stand on thoorctical issucs and concentrate instead on facing
spocific probleuas which confront the amcrican socialist and laber move-
mentse

In the general ferment in the radical world over unity, thore have
been proposals’ for unity which center around a regroupmeont limitod to
those with illusions or fuzzy concoptions of Stalinisn, and Cormunists
vho have broicen from the Party or arc in the process of doing soe We
rcjoet this oricntation. Given our pcorspoctive of a broad, Dobsian party,
such a move would cut tho socialist movonont off from those vwhom it must
attract: the advancod workers, the wnaffilisted donocratic socialists,
the socialist-uinded intcllectuals. among these groups, and in aucrieca
in gencral, any political organization which cquivocatos on its opposi-
tion to Stalinism cannot accomplish tho tasik of revitalizing thc socialist
novement and of bringing socialism to the workingelass again., At the
sannc time, we continue to scok discussion and debate with Comumunists and
other supporters or quasi-supportcrs of the Comwunist systom, ocspecially
with thosc of the Gates tondency. DBut we cannot oricnt toverd a unity
in vhich their icoas vould dominatc the uovemente

The YSL docs not wish to takc political rcsponsibility for tho
amcrican Forum - For Socialist Zducation by sending a roprascntstive to
~ join the National Committee of thc AFFSE, o take this position because
of the rofusal of the aucrican Forum to take a stand in defonsc of
democracy everyvhere and opposition to totalitarianism evervihere vhile
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at the samc time it oxprosscs "concorn" ovor civil libertics, civil
rights and nilitarism in tho United States. However, vhilc rofusing
to participatc on the Natiocnal Committcc of the AFFSE, the YSL does
intond to centinuc to participate in all recgroupment discussions, in-
cluding those vhich may take place in or around the AF¥SE, We urge
the american Forum to include speakers from the YSL, as well as others
not officially participating on tho Fational Committco of the AFFSE,
in all such discussions organizcd by it.”

e belicve that tho bost wayr to attract pcople now breoaking with
the Stalinist movement, and to bring thom to democratic sociclism, is
through the crcation of a domocratic sccialist organizational alternar~
tive, not through thc attcupt to build a half-way housc botwoen Stzlinism
end dcmocracye. In that contoxt, we foel that "Stalinecid" unity is sclf-
defeating, in that it dous not offor a rcal alternative to those who it
socks to attracte.

as for the proposal of "revoluionary rogroupment," that is, the
ro-organization of the sccialist movowcnt on & revolutionary progranm,
we rogerd this, in todays climatc, as a futile scctari:nism. The preblem
in america today is not that of croating a rovolutionury party with a
finished pregran; it is rather onc of re-cstablishing the influcrec of
thc most basic socialist idcas ~ idcas which aro held in common by both
rovolutionary and reforuzist socialists -~ in the amorican workingclass,
Specifically, this mcans the stiuggle to win the labor mevomcnt to indow
pondent political action on its ovn bchalf.

Anothor alternotive would be to call for a unity on tho basis of
our ovm politics or an approximation of thems But such a call, vhich
anounts actually to a rocruiting campeign, cannot today crcatc the basis
for a significant socialist moveiiint nor would it be thoe boest mians of
taking advantage of the present rogrouprcnt forment.

It is the broad Debsian puorty which, we foel, is the typc of move-
ment vhich would be ablc to cstablish itsclf as the voice of donccratic
gocialism and vhich could attract zll those now secking some nocw francToris
This kind of party is rclated to the cond tions of american sccicty and
in particul.r to the worizingclass. For given the fundomental naturc of
the task which confronts us, we bolicve that many idcological difforcnces,
vhich in other periods are decisive, can ncw be subordinated to the common
task of all democratic socialists. This is not to say that these differ-
encég are unimportant, or thut they will disappear. Far from it, tho ncw
party would offer a place for frec and fratcernal dcbate within the framorork
of a united movcmente

But not only is tho naturc of this party rcoted in american conditions,
the possibility of crcating such an organization derives from the actual
events of the past two years, discussed carlicr. These cvents have
crecatcd a formont among sociulists, & gonceral concern for regroupnont,
The type of party vhich we have dcscriboed would answer this concern in a
positive and hopeful way by attracting thc meubers of existing crganiza-
tions, as woll as appcaling to the nany unaffiliated socialists in tho
workingelass and among the intellectuals. It could scrve alse as a polo
of attraction for thosc vho hithorto have beon won to the Comrmnist Party
upon breaking with capitalist idcology. It would croate a frosh start
for amcrican socialisne
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III. UNITE

4s a step in the dircction of creating such a party, e call for
unity botween the YSL, the Indcpendent Socialist League, and the Socialist
Party-Social Democratic Fedcration.

For a series of roasons, tho SP-SDF is the bost frameworl for I~
groupment. It is identifiod in the cycs of the nore advanced public as
the gencral party of socialism, as the inheritor of tho tradition of
Dcbse Secondly, it is not tainted by former tics with Stalinisn; its
compronises and illusions about capitalist socicty, howvevor distastoful
they arc to us and hovever dangerous we may fool them ovontually to be,
do not compromise it in tho cyes of the amcrican vorkingelass which we
gcck to influence. Zven for the othor soccts, tho 5P-3DF has advantages
since it is theo only soct -hose existonce hasn't largely been idcentified
with its purticular and uniquc analysis of Russian socicty, a question
whickh has pleyed a najor role in scparating the sccts in the past period,.
It has containcd pacifists, karxists, non-karxists, ctc., and 2s a reosult
it is not identified with any hard and fast thoorv on a whole serios of
questions. These are scme of the factors which give it its opportunity
in the prosent situation.

While the exact details of any unity betweon the ¥Y3L, tho ISL a2nd the
SP-SOF would have to be worked out through negetiation, the YSL docs not
make changes in the program or lewdership of the SP=SDF a preecondition
for affiliation; the only condition we scek being that membors of the YSL
upcn unity cnjoy the sane democrutic rights granted to SP-SDF and YESL
nembers under their constitutionse The YSL is rcady to unite with the
Socialist Party as it stands today. Neithor are we Proposing a unity
between cursclves and a scction of the SP-SDF. e want a unity between
the ¥SL, the ISL and thc cntire SP-SDF. Thoese conceptions follow from
our basic nction that this unity would be the first step in the direction
of crezting a Debsian party of sccizlism, and of sccking to cstablish
on organizational focus for democratic socialist uni ty.

IV. YOUTE ASPECTS OF UNITY

Our own participaution in this dcvelopment however requires further clar-
ification, sincc wo arec a youth organization -~ tho largest, if not tho
only nation-wide socialist youth group presently in sxistonce, The role
of the YSL in such a unification will th.refore be differcnt from that
of the ISL, for cxamplc. In proposing unity betwoon itsclf and the SP-SDF,
the ISL proposcs the creation of o single united organization cut of tho
two participants. Our proposal, on the other hind, doos not constitute
a call for the cstablishment of a single orgenization out of tiio throo
participantse.

By calling for merger of tho YSL, ISL and SP-SDF, tho YSL states
that 1t favors unity between tho ISL und the SP-SDF, and that it desiros
to constituto or participate in constituting the youth affiliate of the
united socialist orgenization. ihilec vic do not know cxactly how tris
i1l comec about, we stand recady to morge with the YPSL, or to perticipate
in any othor way in tho deomocratic formation of a youth orgz-onizaticn affil-
iated to the purty cor organizatiocn vhich would result from the wity of
the SP-3DF and ISL, wc areo for the unity of o1l young soci:lists into such
o youth affiliute of a regrouped and rounited sccizlist novement, for wo
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believe that all the arguments in favor of socizlist regroupment in gone
cral, and thosc dcaling with the unity of tho ISL and SP-SDF in particu~
lar, apply with equal forcc to the student and youth communitics.

The YSL is not presently the youth affiliate of any socialist
organization or party; being an indcpendent organization our relationship
-ith the ISL consists of fratornal ties, as opposed to direct organiza-
tional rel_tions. ile favor, hovever, tho participation of the YSL, or
any brcad democratic socialist youth group vhich the YSL would help to
create, in a gencral socialist unification on the basis of youth affili-
ate status. The rcasons for this arc to be found in tho reasons for the
prcsent organizational independence of the YSL, and in the difference
botwoen the present situation and tho one that would be created by unity
betwecn the ISL and tho SP-SDF.

The Y3L was organized on the basis of thc ucrger of two diffcrent
tcndenciecs, one of vhich had been the youth group of tho ISL, and the
other of which came from the Socialist Party. FWhile cxpressing its
fraternzl rolationship with the 1SL, the YSL did not wish to be the
youth affiliate of an «dult tendency which constituted only one of the
clements comprising the YdLe Tho unification of the ISL and SP=SDF would
bring togother the two tendencics which joined to creatc the YSL, and
therofore ¢liminatc this reason for indepecndonces, Secondly, the YSL
wighed to be an independent crganizetion because it conceived of itself,
and still conccives of itsclf, as a oroad socislist youth group cxisting
under conditions whoaro tho socialist movement was divided into differ-
ont socialist sects, Undcr conaitions vhere the diffcerent desocratic
socialist groups and tendcneics mcrge to create a broad, Debsian sociolist
noveoment, the adult socialist movemcnt will itsclf have the character
that we wished the Yol to have, and affiliation of a youth organization
will contributc to, rather than be an obstacle to this kind of socialist
vouth orgenization. at the tinc of its founding, the YSL pointed out
that it did not fever indepcndence of socialist youth organizations in
genoral, that indeod, it was against the concept of a "youth party," but
that it was to be an independont organization bucause of existing ccndi-
tions. The rcmoval of thesc conditions would remove the desirocability
-nd necessity of our independent stutuse

While standing for affiliation to a united organization rcsvlting
from the merger of the ISL and SP-3DF, wo favor tho greatest possible
sutonomy for such an affiliated orgenization, and for denocratic relation—
ships between the youth organization and the adult socialist organizatione

The YSL has 2an cspecially irportant role to play on the youth ficld
in the various developments towards sccialist regroupment - since it is
tho lorgest, periiaps tho only nation-wide socialist youth organization
in thc United Statese It can be a focal point in assembling all domo-
cratic soccialist youth into a regrouped and united socialist movement.
ic call upon all ycung socialists to join with us in this tasiz and stend
ready to unite with 211 demccratic socialist youth tendencies, before,
at the same time, or after unity tuics place on the adult lovel, where
such unification is in kcoping with our gcueral porspcctive on socialist
rogroupnent in the United Statose
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V. THE ROLE OF THE INDEFZNDENT SOCIALIST TeWDENCY

We have, as a political tendency, basic political differconces with
the SP-3DF. 6ur disagrcements on aunerican iupcrialisu, acadomic froedom,
and othor questions arc well knovn. They would continue to oxist after
unity. But theso issucs, we bolicve, are not immediatcly decisive in
torms of organization and should not proclude common mombership and common
action. It should bc omphasized, of courso, that a domocratic internel
porty structure is nccossary to this conception of unity, and that the
right of various points of vicw to oxpress themsclves would be guaranteasd.
Thce unification of the YSL, the ISL and the SP-3DF as wie conceive it,
is a nove away from sectarian rivalry, but not a suppression of aiffecrencese

Wo seciz to maintain and to augnent our owm political tendeney. Vo
sock to do this however in such a way as to a2lso build a broad socislist
party, containing many with vhom we disagrce, and to attract noew recruits
to thoe causc of socialism, Unity cannot be based on the abdicztion of
political identity on the part of various tcndencios; it rust rost upon
a willingness to have a democratic co~ecxistance cof tondencies. Vo will
continuo to advocate our third camp ideas and our revolutionary intorpre-~
tation of sociulisia, but wo dony that a sect.urian organization is any
longer tho best means for their oxpression. Ve focl that the time has
comc whon the division of the amcrican soclalist movemont inte relatively
homogencous bodies can fruitfully givo vay to a new type of organization
which will be bstter able to deal with tho primary tasks of all amorican
socialis tse

For us, the unity of the YSL, the ISL and the SP-SDF will be a tro-
rnendous step forward. we hope for and we work for such an cventuality.
If it docs not take place, a real opportunity will have beon lost to
american socialism, but that will not change our genoral oricntation
tovard socialist unity. For if it does ndt bogin today, through the typo
of unity we advocate, then it will talzo place tomorrow within the labor
party, It would be a vory real sctback if the immediate possibilitics
arc not actualizod, but that docs not change our gencral perspective,
nor will it lessen cur efforts to reciuit young poople to the socialist
cause in goncral and to our ovwn teondency in particular.

Vi. SUMbaRY

Thus, the orientation of aAmerican socialists today: o live in a
tinc of transition, of limited possibilitics developing out of the
international and domustic situation. The primary task facing the
amcrican workingclass today is the croation of & labor purty, and we
dofine our work in r.lation to this facte .e seck to regroup ¢:nd ro—
vitalize tho socialist movement, so that it may prepare itsclf for the
nore far-rcaching changes which arc to come, Today, a vhole scrics of
factors indicatc that the bost way to do this is through the creation
of a broad, Dcbsian party of socizlism. The unity of the ¥YSL, the ISL
and the SP-SDF would be a step in this dircetion, with tho YSL censtitue
ting cithcr part of tho youth affiliate or the youth affilicte cof such
a united organizatione



We reaffirm our political program. But today, we boliove that
our program, as 7ell as the socialist movement as a whole, is best
served by our participation in a broad socizlist movement. Thus we
call for the unification of tho various tcndencics on the basis of
a ninimal, dcmocratic soclialist program; we call for the unification
of the YSL, the ISL and the SP-3DF os a step in this directione

fie look toward a new beginning. We have no illusions that a
great, mass socialist movemcnt will suddenly spring into cxistence.
Yet, we sce possibilitics, an opening in american socicty brought
about by a range of spccific ovents; we call for a turn of the
Amcrican sccialist movement, away from its isolation, toward tho
Amcrican workingclass and the job of building a labor partye

ek Rk ki
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THE CRISIS OF .QRLD STALINISM

Evonts of historic impertance havo takon pluce in the world durines tho
two ycars sinco tho Youn,; Soclialist Loasuo last not in convontions In this
period there has ouorzed a ncew era in world politics: the cra of rovolution
acainst tho Stalinist camp and tho Stalinist systoms Teo our 27c of colonial
rovolution acainst capitalist imporiclism - hallnurk of the first deeado
aftor tiorld Var II -~ thoro has now boon added tho ore of anti-Stalinist rovoe
lation by thc pcoples livin.: under the brutal sway of this roactionsry,
totalitarian social systcne

The momentous hoppenini:s of the past year which spell out tho uncome
pleted course of the crisis of intcrnaticnal Stalinism are well isnon. In
Feobruary, 1956 thorce werc the funous rovclations -bout Stolin in Krusehavls
scerct rcport to thce Twenticth Consress of tho Russian Communist Partye In
Junc, there was the heroic uprisin.: of the Poligh workinsclass in Peznane
By October, all Pcland was united asninst the Russisn imporialists ond their
local viceroys: Gomulika took powore and followine hard upen tho Fclish
avents, iadcod, connccted to them, thoere came tho masnificont revolution of
the Huncarian pooplc, led by tho workincclass, with the youth 2nd intallee-
tuals playin—: a very inportant role. Wwith Nyvember, came tho Russian inton
vontion, and tho bosinnin: of the Huncarian resistonco vhich still =038 one
Bohind those, tho nost contral ond crucizl devolopments, lies o vear cof une
rcst and political opposition throuwshout the Stalinist cupire, in vhich dip-
content has nenifosted itsclf in Prasue, Bucharost, East Gormony, and in
Loningsrad, particulerly anons tho studonts. Concerittantly, cvery Comnunist
Party in tho capitalist world hus known crisis, disinto~ration and facticnal
struzsloe

A Rovicw of tho Post 10 Foars

Tho fundamontal structure c¢f international pelities sinco the ond of
T7orld Var II h.s been a threo-cornered strugrlc betwoen the impoerialism of
burcaucratic~colloctivist Sgalinisn, tho impericlism of tho capitalist camp
lod by tho United Statos, ond tho foreos of 211 the oppresscd, of the intor-
national worizinsclass and the colonial pecples. This fundamontsl battla
order has not changsod, but tho rclationship of forcos within it has been
drastically .ltored in faver of socialisui ond democracy by tha upsurse in
tho Stalinist cupirce

The sicmificance of the rovelution arainst Stalinisnm can best bo ~rasped
by comparins; tho position of international Stalinism today with its position
a2t the cnd of the war o 1littlo moro than ton yoars .0e Russin had crcated
e now ompiro in Zastorn Zurcpe durins the courso of the war, brincins nany
notions and 1illions of pceple undcr its rulc, .nd it hod dono tiis ~t a
tinc when 211 proviously=bullt copircs were disinteeratine wndor the rovolt
of thc colonisl slaves. The Stalinist world was stren<thoned still furthor
in the next fow rouors by the conquest of stato power by the Chinose Communist
Porty, clthouw'h China undcor Stalinist rule did not bucowmo o Pussian setollito
on tho modecl of the East suropcan countries, hkass Commmnist Fortics .row
in sovoral .ost Zurcpoan countrios. Copitalisn in .cst Turcpe fouvnd itsclf
cxtromcly woak .nd sterile, beins coton away ot by tho anti-imporinlist rovoe
lutions of the colonial pucplcs and by internal erisos. Massive snorican
ocononic and milit.ry aid, with tho censequonce of inercasin: ancrican over-
lordship ovor .ost murope, Wus nucossary to provent the comploto collapso of
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capitalism and capitalist power in vhat had been cnce the dominant countries
of the world., Stalinist power on the vhole international scene appoared to

be moving in an inexorably upwvard direction, as its fingers rcached out for

larger and largcr sectors of the worlde

vhile capitalism on a world scale showed itself to be in the process of
disintegration, and the workingclass struggle for socialist democracy appeared
iupotent, Stalinism was growing in power and influence. Undor these condi-
tions, despair and pessculsm about the future of deriocracy and socialiem
waxed strong, as did illusions about the strength and stability of Stalinism.
To many 11984" geemed to be humanity'!s future. The anti-Stalinist revolution
we are witnessing today reveals the misguided nature of all such moods and
vindicates the views of those vho did not succumb to theme.

The Death of Stalin

The crisis of world Stalinism can bec dated as having begun in February,
1953 with the death of Stalin, chief architect of the monstrous system
vhich bears his name. actually, ths Stalinist world had been convulsed
mach earlier by the bdrealz betwoen Tito's Yugoslavia and Russia, a develop-
ment vhich showed the pover of notional-Stalinism as an inhibiting factor in
the creation of a monolithic Stalinlst world empirc. ot the same time horw:
ever, the significance of this event was limited - large—scale illusions
about Titoist "democratization" to the contrary nctwithstanding - by the
fact that it occured only on the lcvcl of ral:tions betveen Stalinist-type
ruling classes, and ncither involved nor produced convulsions zmong the
masses. In addition, the victory of nationul-Stalinism in Yugcslavia did
not spread to other wast ruropcan nc.tions, 21l Titoist nanifestations in
those countries being successfully suppressed in the period vhich follomed.
Important as the Tito developucnt was as a step towards the collapse of the
Stalinist empire, it did not signify the crisis of world Stelinisc which we
see todaye. :

For this other events werc required, and these were signslized by tho
death of the Dictator himself. This was folloved by obviocus disturb. nces
in the ranxs of the Kremlin rulers and by inner struggles in tho top bureau
cracy. Then cane the strikes in Russian conceutration camps, notebly in
Vorkuta, . the mass strike in Czechoslovikia, and the vorkers revolt in
East Germany. and after this, « scrics of less notable though significant
cvents in Russia itself: the execution of 3eria, the downfall of r.aleniov,
and the rise of Khruscheve all of these developments, predccessors te the
nore stormy events which were to follow the Twentioth Congress, rcvealed the
shaiziness of the muche~vaunted Stalinist monolith.

The period immediately after Stalin's dcath was ono of relazation, of
easing up, of the "thaw," It was narked by the elinination of some restrice
tions on cultural and scientific life, c.g., the ond of the Lrsenko cult,
and most prominently, by halenkov'!s consumer-gocds production program,

This relaxzation - undertaken by 3talin's heirs as a progran for dealing
witk the critical pericd thoy saw facing thoem - resulted in widespreed il-
lusions about the "liberalization" and "deuocratization" of the Stalinist
system by the regiwe itsclf, illusions which were later intensified by the
Prontieth Congress and which stlll persist, despite Eungary.
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Causes For the ®Thaw® |

actually, however, this "liberalization® flowed from a number of faators,
among which were considerutions of solf-interest for the regine itself, Among
the latter were: the noed to eliminate excesses which had rcsulted from the
totalitarian systen but vhich vere not inhcrent in it nor necessary to its
continued existonce, and which in fact created difficulties fer it; the neod
to eliminate some of the impositions on society that were due to the parsonsl
whing of Stalin as Vozhd: and the strugglos betweon individusls and groups
among the ruling top-echelons of the burcauoracy itselfs ihile the totali-
tarian system necds a Supreme arbiter to settloc disputes among the ruling
group, and vhile there is an inuvitable tenGency in this system for such an
arbiter to arise, nc individual top bureaucrat could succced to Stalints
"throne" immediately. Thus the systom required after Sgzlin's death a "collcce
tive leadership," among vhom jockcrings and struggles for power occured.
Disagreenent at the surmits of the burcaucracy had to lead, in the absence of
a Supreme Ruler, to tokens of "derocdratifzation® aiiong somevhat vidar layers
of the ruling class.

lore important than the foregoing, hovever, was cnothoer consideretion
vhich led to relazation: concessions, real or verbal, to ‘ridespread discone
tont existing among wide layers of Russian scciety. First and forsmost,
the vast Russian masses, workers cid peasants, vho soethe Wt hatred for
the regime and the system hal to bc appeased. The foelings of the Russian
people had been denonstrated by the mass desertions from the army during the
var, by thefact that in soue arcas of tho Aussian empire, prim_rily those
inhabited by oppressed non-Russian peoples, the masses had at first wolcomed
the Nazis as liverators, and by the concentration camp strikes. It is demone
strated by the ovory existence of the huge totalitarien terror apparatus,
vhich exists precisely because reprossion is neccessary in Stalinist socliety,
This hostility among the Russian psoples vas not, as far as anyone cen see,
on the verge of resulting in revolution in'Russia, but was resl cnough and
strong enough to convinee the rulers that a courso of appeasement vas- indica~-
tede.

In addition, there was widespread discontent amongthe nass of ruling
clags burcaucrats theuselves. The ruling bureaucracy in Russia, cspecially
its secondary liyers, has never had the lcisure to enjoy its porvers and Prive
cleges in safety and tranquility. It has had to work hard, it has bsen driven
by the top ecrelons of the burcaucracy. The totalitarian reglic has had to
rule by terror, and the lover laycrs of the burcaucracy have felt this tore
ror, even though it was priuarily directed against tho massos. It desired
end desires to be able to lead a norual life, and oxerted prossure on the
regine to this onde st the same tine, it transuitted to the rcgine the
prossure it in turn has cxzorted upon it by the masses. These inter-related
factors, the discontents of the vorkers and penscats, and the Gissatisfac~
tions of tho bureaucrats played tho most impcrtant rcle’ inproducing the relax-
ation which followed Stalin's death,

This relaxation, therefore, rcpresented a development froa neakness, and
not, as so many believed, from strength. The Russian rulors felt loss sure
of themselves, saw their strength sopped, ond were uneasy, as a result of
Stalin's dcath. The tyrant had boon able to keep a tight control over the
seething forcos in 3talinist socicty; with his death, the explcsive factors
becane exposcd. The Krculin vased up in the hope of appzasing the hatred
vhich surged bencuth ite
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The relaxation flowed from wealmess, not from strength;y this was recog-
nizod by the masses throughout the Stalinist empire, as subsequent events
nade clear. For in reaction to the "liberalization" vhich followed Stalin's
dcath and the "de~Stalinization" which came after the Twentieth Congress,
there onsued greater discontent and more struggles To be sure, the explosions
of the past year have occureped in the satellite countries of the cmpire,
and not in Russia itself. They have come there first, just as all social
systens first manifest decay at the fringes, in the colonies, because to
the social oppression of the system which the masses are subjected to, there
igs added in the empire national oppression as well. But for the sxplcsions
to occur at all there must first be weakness in tho heart of the empire, and
thus it was with Russiae

The Death of Two inyths about Stalinisam

The wave of crisis and revolution in the Stalinist world, and the
Polish and Eungarian rovolutions in particular, bave dealt shattering blows
to two theories of Stalinist society which were much in vogue in the period
preceding the new era of rovolt against Sgalinisu, and vhich still exercize
considerable influence today. The first of these is assomiated with Hannah
Arendt and her Origins of Totalitarianism. It held that Stalinism so atom~
izod society as to end social classes; that Stalinisu created a mass of a
thousend fragments; that under such conditions revolt was rondered impossible,
But in Poland and Hungary %he social classes were indced present, and partic-
ularly the workingclass. Revolt did take place, organization for it was
possible. The moment ~hen tho events took place, it becawc clear that they
developed out of, and according to, the class struggle.

The other theory is associated with Isaac Doutscher. In part it is
based on the obvious truism that Stalinism has created conditions (a large,
modern workingclass, an industrial socliety, widospread education) vhich
have profoundly altered the historical situation. But it goes from this
correct statement to the view that Stalinism was therefore "progressive®
despite its brutalitios ond deserving of support. It follows this reason~
ing to the point of declaring that the sole "raison d'etre® of Stalinism
consisted of creating these conditions, and that now they are here, it will
automatically disappear of its own accord, bocause thesc conditions are in-
compatible with its continued existence, and bocauso there is in the ruling
class itself a strong tendency towards reform, towards "democratic social-
ism,"

This theory, the hollownoss cf which Poland and Hungary have laid
bare, becomes then transmuted among all of those who hold one variety or
another of illusion about Stalinism and vho regard it as "progressive" or
a tind of socialisu" into a progran of rcliance on the bureaucracy for
the strugzle against Stalinism. It urgee the masses to be quiescent, lest
the rulers be frightened into withdrawing their "reforms", aznd in this
reveals its perniciousness.

—~- "WRoforn or Revolution¥”

. - ‘. ~9 . L TR Y]

That this theory ignores is the class-nature of the ruling bureaucracy,
its staike in the sccial system vhich prevails, and the fact that no ruling
class has ever abandoned its pover and priveleges just because they have
becoe incompatible with the furthor developuent of society. It treats the
bureaucracy as a classloss tochniceal stratum, ignoring all of the cvidence
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of its class nature and function. It proaches gquiescence to the masses,
ignoring the fact that all revolutlonuary change requires revolutionary
mass action by the people themselves.

The question of "reform or revolution" for Stalinism is posed not
merely in termus of Deutscher's theorics about the self-reforming quvalities
of the Stalinist rulers, but also in terms of the fact that revolution leads,
a8 it did in Hungary, to thc intervention of the Russian army, the defzat
of the first wave of the revolutionery struggle, and the imposition or reime
position of a harsh, old-fashioncd, "Stalinist-typo" regime. Hence the
masses.are urged to restrain themselves, to limit themselves to a Gomlka-
type developuent. Likewise, the claim is advanced that revolution risks
world-mide war -~ though in fact the revolution against Stalinism has had in
general the effect of pushing the war danger off into the more distant
future, not bringing it closer.

In declaring ourselves for “revolution" against Stalinism, as opposed
to limiting ourselves to being aavocates of its "roform," we do not thereby
nean that the foregoing considerations are irrelevant to the situation.
Indecd, thoy undoubtedly do play a siznificant role in the thiniting of the
Polish masses today, and are of tactical importance for the struggle against
Stalinism. In decluring ourselves for revolution against Stalinism, ve
make clear our belief that it is necessary to look to thc masses, and their
strugeles as the road to vanquishing Stalinism, and not to the bureaucratic
rulers who are the beneflgiaries of the system., Thus we do not call upon
the nasses to rostrict themselves to any stage of the anti-Stalinist revolue
tion, but urge them to press forward toward soclalist democracy vhersver
thoy feel able to do so without precipitating a showdowm fight with ths
Russian army and secret police if thoy cannot expect to win such a struggles

The Role of Nationalism in the Revolutions

The Polish and Hungarian events reveal a number of characteristics
vhich we can assunme will in broad outline be the characteristics of the
anti-~Stalinist revolution generally. all of these factors will in all
likelihood be present in the revolution in each of the Russian satellites,
and all but one - the national recvolution for indepcndence from Russia -
will in all liklihood occur in the revolution in Russia itselfs

The upheavels in Poland and Hungary involved both the national revolue
tion, the political revolution, and the social revclution, fusing these
into an inter-related struggle. The demand for national freedom from
Russian domination, and the struggle against the native Stalinist regime
for democracy and an end to exploitation quickly became intertwined, This
vas most clearly expressed in Bungary, vhere the revolution very guickly
passed from the call for ®equality with Russia" to the demands for political
frcedom, a multi-party syster, and an end to the exploitation of workers
and peasantse

In Poland, the revolution has not run its course. The Gorulka wing
of the Polish Comnmunist Party was sble to meke a "liberal” naticngle
Stalinism, within the context of =llegiance to Russia, the focus of the
strugzle. But it is clear that this!is only a tewporary solution. Gomulka's
national-Stalinism is suppoirted by the nation against the imporialist enemy.
Socialists of course, favor the military defense cf Polend, even under



n21-

Gomulka, against any attack by Russia, and would be for military support

to Gomulka, ageinst the Polish Stalinist—“ﬁatolinistSa"A But they cannot
glve political support to or have confidence in his fogime because it pro—
vides no denocratic socialist unswer to the internsl) sociel problem, and

it acts as a brake upon the revolutionary development within Poland, Today,
Gomulka stands poised bctmween two forces. On his right, is the armed might
of Stalinist Russia and the political pressure of the unroconstructed Poligh
Stalinist-"Natolinists"; on his left, is the nation, above all the working=-
classe.

In the months since the October victory, the struggle in Poland has
continued. Concessions have been made to koscow, the revolutionary workers
and their leaders have been attacked. Ve cannot, of course, predict the
terpo of this continuing fight, or its exact future course. But ve know
that Gomulka's solution is a temwporary thing, an unstable point of equilib-
rium in the revolution. and those Comrminists and others who talk about
the "Polish road to socialiem™ ag if it were a historically viable altem
native, a real path of deveclopment, thoy will cventually be confronted by
this hard fact: that the revolution goes one.

The Polish and Hungarian revolutions contained a fusion of econonic
and social demands with political demands. The Poznan workers in June
struck for "bread," but immediately were soen to be struggling for "freedom"
tooce Poland and Eungary involved in this respect a recapitulzation of the
workers revolt in East Gernany in 1953, whore too the worrers began their
strike over a raising of work-norns and quickly sdded to their demands the
cry for democracy. This foature of the anti-Stalinist revolution reflects
the fusion of politics and economics which is charactoristics of Sgalinist
socletye The revolution against Sgalinism is one for "bresd and freedome."

THE KY IS DENOCRACY

The centrel political demands of the anti-Stalinisgt revolution cone
sist of the demands for democracye. Its program can be summed up in this
one word, for the socialist revolution against Stalinism is the democratic
revolution. As against Sgalinisii, socialists will support every democratic
movement, evory democratic eloment, overy move toward genuine democracy.
Zven if, as codcretely history has precludcd, the democratic anti-Stalinist
reveclution were under bourgeois leadership, or under the leadership of
forces alming to restore capitalism, socialists would be duty bound to give
support to and participate in the revolution, so long as it was a gemulnely
democratic one. In giving such support, they would not support the bour-
gelous leadership of the rovolution politically, but would urge the morkinge
class elements in the revolution to organize thenselves sep:ratoly on the
basis of a socialist program and to contest for the loadership of the
revolutione

What must be remembered is that under Stalinien, the fight for democ:acy
has a different social meaning than it does under capitalisne So long as

it is limited to genoral deuocratic ains and demands no othor change. Under
cepitalism, such a struggle represents a struggle for capitalist democracye.
Under Stalinism, where the means of production are statified, the fight for
democracy vhich calls for no other changes, and hence secks the democrati-
zation of statified property, becomes the revolution for democratic socizle
ism, even if it is not so consclously oxpresseds
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The rovolutionary movement in Poland and Bungary did, in fact, base
itself on the social ownership of the means of production, on the democ-
ratization of statified property, and stood against capitalist restoration,
uoroover, in both Poland and Hungary, there existed, and exists today,
direct, concrete socialist consciousness among very wide strata of the
revolutionists. Thus we see clearly that the anti-Stalinist revolution
is a socialist revolution, that its social content is one of democratic
soclalisme

The Leadership of the Revolution

In Poland and Hungary, the leading role in the revolution wasg played
by the workingclass. aAmed and in possession of the factories, it won
Gomulka his victory. The workers, organized in their class organizations,
workers! councils, led the Hungarian revolution and were able to continue
a general strike even after military defeat. And this leads to an important
insight into the struggle agalnst Stalinism., Everyvwhers, that social system
is an encmy of political freedom; and in the satellite countries, it also
stands as the foo of national freedom, of the elementary right of self-
deternination. The entire nation, the peasants, the remnants of the old
niddle class, sections of the bureaucracy, all can be brought into the
anti-Stalinist revolution. But the leader of the revolution, the main
force, is that of the workingclass, thus defining the revolution as a prole-
tarian one. The revolution against S¢alinism is, therefore, the democratic
socialist workingclass revolution.

Another factor in the Eungarian (and the Polish) revolution is of
particular interest to youth throughout the world. That is, of course,
the role of the students. Those students were not a social class capable
of offering an independent program in their own name. For the most
part, they were the children of workers and peasants. Yet they, along
with tho intellectuals, were the first to formulate the program of the
revolution. Significantly, they understood that thoy must direct their
appeals to the workers, that they were incapable of indcpendent political
action in their ovm ncme. «nd this, of course, oxplodes the theory that
youth under Stalinism are the strongest supporters of the regime, that
they have been dought politically because of their priveleged position
in the society. It is a fact which is not only apparent in Budopest and
Varsaw; for there have been many reports from Russia iteelf indicating a
vide spirit of unrest there among the youthe.

The workers provided the lsadership and major fighting forces of the
revolution, with the students and the intellectuals playing the important
role of helping to formulate the revolu“ion's program., But participation
in the uprising against Stalinism was by mo moans oonfined to those forces.
Indoced, it can be said that in Hungary the entirc nation rose against the
Stalinist oppression. Although playing a more passive role than did the
workers and students, the peasants also supported and contributed to the
revolutionary dovelopments, through supplying food to the cities and in
the personages of the soldiers (pcasants in uniform). uhile the peasants
support the democratic program of the revolution in general, the special
demand which they raise is for an snd to the forced collectivizations.

In the case of many, probubly the bulk, of those who are already in collec-
tives, the demand is for a divisicon and re-privatization of the land,

There is nothing in this demand which need frighten socialists, for
Stalinist land collectivization has nothing in common with the voluntary
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collectivization of agriculture advocated by domocratic socialists. The
demand for land by the state serfs under Sgalinist collectivization has a
progressive significance, just as the demand for a division of land under
foeudalism doess The socialist program on the land guestion under Staline
ism stands for giving the lund to those peasants vho wish to operate it on
a private, individual basis, couplcd with a program of voluntarym domocrat-
ic collectivization on the basis of education and example.

L% Role of Reactionary Forces

Vhile the program, leadoership, and overwhelming bulk of participants
in the anti-Stalinist revolution, stand for democracy and socialism, it
cannot be excluded that here and there the revolution will churn up tiny
forces which advocate capitalist rcstoration, and even reactionary cap-
italist authoritarianisn, or fascisme It is significant to note that
such elements in the Polish and Bungarian events were extremely small and
carried no weight. Socialists will not let this factor effect in thse
slightest their support to the revolution, so long as it is a democratic
onec. hile standing for the sharpest struggle of the workers and democfat-
ic forces against such reactionary elements, the socialists will direct
their hostility against those vho use the presence or probable presence
of such roactionary forces to slander the revolution.

Thus, socialists must deal with the question of anti-semitism in
the Fungarion and Polish revolutionary crisese There is scarcely a shred
of documentation for the charge of anti-semitism in the Eungarian Revolu-
tion. The attempts of reactionary forces to stir the Hungarian masses into
anti-Semitic cutbursts completely failed, despite the existence of anti-
semitic traditions. The entire nation was united against the same eneny
- the Russian overlord and the Stalinist system. In Pgland, it was primarily
tho pro-Stalinist, Natclin group vhich has‘utilized anti-semitism against
the revolutionary forces. Thus, the characterization of the Hungarian and
Polish Revolutions by Stalinists, wionists zund others, is a slander.

Revolution.ry Organization

The revolutionary events in Ppoland, and most clearly in Fungary, provide
the answer to the question of how it is possible for revolutionary organi-
zation to taize place under the totulitarian vise of Stalinism. The revolue
tion is in large measure u spontancous affair, & fact which in no way der-
rogates its potentialities for overthrowing the ruling pover, since spontan~
eous revolts have on more than one occasion overthrown despotic regimes.

But actually, thore was a high degree of organization which snierged in the
revolution itself. To a large extent, the revolutionary forces organized
within the organizational shells of the official organizations sponsored
by the Stalinist regime, most notably in the case of the Potofi Youth
Club in Budapeste.

horeover, two types of organization emerged immediately., All of the
old political partiecs as vell as ones which had never existed before sprung
up, literally, within hours, as old political leaders were rcleased from
prisons and the masses began to exercizo the rights of norual political
life. hass neetings were held, party newspapers appearq party organisza-
tions were recreated. wultl-p.rty political life began to flourish again,
In this connection, we must state our strong belief in full rights for all
such parties, including pro-capitalist parties, ‘e stand in oppcsition to
all those vho took a dim view of the reappearance of some of the old capltalist
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or pecasant parties, or who advocated the restriction of political rights
in revolutionary Bungary to viorkingclass or pro—-socialist pafties.

The need for a Workingclass political party to best express the
soclalist aspirations of the masses, to safcguard thse revolution, and
to help lcad the nation to democratic socialism would arise after the
victory of the anti-Stalinist revolution. Unfortunatcly, the Russian
butchery of the Hungary revolution prevented us from seeing the develop-
ments that would occur in this connection. It is impossible to forsee
exactly vhich party could best perform this function, whether it would be
the revived Social~Denocratic Party, a fusion betwe:n that perty and
the best democratic elenents of the old Communist Party, or a new social-
ist party vhich would develop, although there is a good possibility that
the revived Social~Democratic Part; could have carried out those tasizs.
Certainly, socialists would support the Social~Democratic Party as against
the old bourgeois and peasant parties on the one hand and against Stalinisem
on the othere

One of the most significant features of both the Hungarian and
Polish oxperiences was the overnight creation of workers-councils, of
organizations vhich united the worlers for the revolutionary struggle
against the regime, and which at the same time could be the organs of
future workingclass leadership in the democratic rule of the country.
The workingclass made it abundantly evident that it desired to retain
these, its class organs, after the revolution, both as instruments of
workers control in the factories and as organizations of political
leadership in the country as a whole. a8 against those vho derrogate
the workers councils, or who would call for their abolition, or restrict
or limit them, we stand as their supporterse.

In addition to workers councils, other forms of revolutionary
organization appeared, privarily in the fom of "national" committees
in the various cities and counties of Hungary. Those frequently composed
of representatives of the workers councils, of the newly re-formed
political parties, and of student groupse They played an important
role in the fight against the regire and in organizing social 1life in
the areas under their jurisdiction for the truagically few days in which
the revolution ‘was master of Hungarye. '

The revolution created a vhole host of new organizations of all
varieties: cultural, intellesctual, student, religious, ctce, 28 the re-
leagsed pent up energy of the people nade itself felt. /e note in particu-
lar the creation of youth and stuuent organiz..tions, as the routh and
students of the country flowed out of the official Stalinist youth n
i;¥up9:, and organized their own organizations under their deuceratically
exercised control and freely chcosen leadershipe.

The Capitalist VWest and the Rewolwtions RTS

The response of tho capitalist .est and of the United States in portic-
ular to the Hungarian revolution, underlines once again the inability of
capitalisn to offer a dGemocratic aud progressive alternative to Stalinism,
and shows the embarassment and uncasiness of the capitalist camp headed
by Vashington vhen such a democratic alternative becomes manifcst. One
section of the capitalist world used the occasion to laumch a reactionary
and imperialist attack upon Lgypt, vwhich aside from its own monstrcusness,
aided the Russian attack on the Hungarian people in that it anabled igscow
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to divert attention from its own brutal acts in Hungery among many in asia
and elsevhere.

The reaction of the governments in western Europe and of the United
States, including thie Republican controlled State Dgpartment which presumably
stands for "liberation" as opposed to “contaimment", was lukewarm at bests
lutterings were heard about hoping that events would not proceed too far,
and outright indication of preference for limiting the revolution to a
Gorulka~type or Titoist development were widespread. The joy over the
revolution against 8taliniam vhich one might be led to expect among the
capitalist opponents of Stalinisn was distinguished by its non-cxistence.

The reasons for this are not hard to find. Revolution is contagious,
and the capitalist povers are afr:id of revolution against its enemy,
Stalinism, if that revolution is not under its own control. lioreover,
regrets were expressed at "the premature and futile expenditure of the
anti-Communist forces" involved in the unsuccessful revolution. .hat this
idea expresses is anerica's perspective for the masses under Stelinism, as
adjuncts to its cold war against the Stalinist cemp, and Luman naterial in
any future hot war., Thus its refusal to support revolutionary mass action
against Stalinism when this occurs in the intercst and undsr the direction
of the people thenselvess

Not that socialists should have favored smerivan or even UN military
intervention into the Hungarian situation. UN military intervontion would
have immensely increased the danger of the outbreak of iorld Jar I and
would have in all liklihood led to othor reactionary consequencos as wolle
Thus socialists should not, in our opinion, have called for such interven-
tion, at the sume time as they understood the widespread cdesire fcr UN
intervention by many among the Hungarian revolutionistse The rcal hope
of the Hungarian revolution, in our opinion; lay, after the Russian decision
to crush it, in the spread of the revolution to the other satellite stetes
of Eastern Europe. The failure, however, of the United States to tcke any
izind 6f-positivg let alone democratic, stance toward the Hungarian revolu-
tion, it must be pointed out, just confirms again the bankruptcy of U.S.
foreign policy. This bankruptcy flows not from any policy mistaies of the
State Dgpartuient; but from the fact that its policy is based on defending
anerican capitalism and imperialisri. The existence of a gemuiinely democrat—
ic foreign policy would require & workingclass governemt in america, instead
of the present one. ‘

The anti-Stalinist Revolution and the Cold War

At the same time as the revolutionary events in East Burope destroyed
the myth of Stalinist M"invinecibility," it destroyed the view that Stalinism
is the "wave of the future® vhich can only be opposed by relizncc on UeSe
foreign policy and the world-wide system of alliances and bascs vhich the
U.5. has created, It has also seriously undermined, if not removed from
tutal realistic consideration, the justification for this militery-oriented
policy. This system of military clliances - NATO, SEaTO ond the Bagdad Pact
- were built up on the promise that a strong wilitary posture was necessary
to act as a deterence to a possibly immanant Russian military pushe. Of
these alliances, of course, only NaT0O has become more than a paper organizae
tion. But they play an additionel rolo besides the buildup of the wilitary
strength of the capitalist bDloc uguinst any possible Stalinist cggression.
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They also have as their purpose the intcrnal strengthening of various
reglmes against any change which would lead outside of the military al-
liances towards a "neutralist" position. Consequently, the practical
effect of these alliances has been to strongthen the more reactionary
regimes and social forces in these countries, and to contribute to U.S.
imperialist domination of these arsas.

The military bulld=up of NATO armed forces since 1949 was justified
on the grounds that Russia and her Eagt Buropean satellites not only
ere capable but were planning a military invasion of .estern Burope.
The military build=up was actually timed against a series of dates on
vhich such a military invasion would possibly begine Egwever, all indica-
tions show that the Russian were aiming at domination primarily through
spreading Stalinist influence on the basis of indigonous movements, rather
than by military aggression. The effect of this militery orientation to
tiie social and political problems of Stalinism has been to start an arms
race, as vell as strengthen Stalinist movements in the non~Stalinist
world. It reflects the baikruptcy of U.S. cepitaliam in a world of
revolution and change.

Today we see a growing questioning of the purpose of this military
orientation among its former supporters and even in official government
circles in Vestern Zurope. This id tho direct consequence of the Poligh
and Hungarian revolutions, as well as the effect of the strain of the var
economy on their countriese But it is the East Furopean ovents vhich
have mised-the question in the sharpest forms if it is now obvious that
from the former estimates of the military strength of the Russians there
has to be subtracted the strength of the satellite armies and slven the
groving unrest in the satcllites and possibly Russia itself, then how can
it follow that there is a danger of a Russian military push into West
Europe? The answer is obvious. Ever since the Geneva conference in the
sumer of 1955 there has been an easing off of the dangers of a world war
despite the fact that there was not and could not be a formal agreenent
between the two imperialist blocse In the absence of the East Buropean
revolutions it might have been a breathing spell before 2 new upsurge in
the cold war struggles But the events since Kruschev's famous revelations
have served to re-enforfe this present period and further remove the immine
snce of ware

The Russians have used as their justification for the continued mili-
tary occupation of East Europe the existence of NATO and of U.S. troops in
Vest Europes In a bold diplénatic mancuver, they have proposed a confer-
ence to discuss the joint withdrawal of all forelgn trcops from both sides
of the iron curtain in Europe. The U.Se has sunnarily rejected the propo-
sal, even in face of the creeping paraliuis of NalQ which was heightened
by the British reduction of military expenditures and armed forces. It
is virtually an absolute certainty that the Russians will not vl thdraw
their troops from East Durope because it would mean the end of their
satellite empire, They were able to make this proposal on the knowledge
that UeS. policy is so rigid and military-orientod that it is almost incone
ccivable that ‘ashington can take a step vhich would fundenentally revamp
and reorient the political and military policy of the past decade. The net
cffect is that even despite the Stalinist brutality in Hungary, the Russians
are able to take the political and diplomutic offensive against the U,.S.
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Por the ‘ithdraval of all Foreign Troops .

Degpite the cold war jockeying between the two main antagonists,
there is no doubt that the withdrawal of all foreign troops from European
countries on both sides of the iron curtain would be a progressive devel-
opment. It would tend to free surope from the restrictions of the war
economv; make possible the freeing of the industrial potenti:zl for the
betterment of living conditions; it would reduce oven further the danger
of war; it would hasten the day of liberation of the peoples of East
Turope from Stalinist oppression as well as opon the way for a development
of democratic socialism. Such a development would weaken the power and
influence of both ilashington and i.oscow én the world scale and make
possible the rise of an independent Western Zurope capable of taking the
lead against the dangers of a renewal of the cold war. This would be a
concretization of our Third Camp orientation,

All democratic socialists should call for the withdrawal of all
foreign troops, both U.S. and Russian, from Zurope., Even in the =bsence
of a Russian withdraval, we are still for the withdrawal of U.,S. forces.
The effect of such a unilateral vithdrawal would not be the danger of
Russian eggression but rather the weakoning of Stalinism in both East
and ‘iestern Zurope because of the Russian refusal to give up their satel-

lite empire, as vwell as a weakening of U.S. domination over ‘‘estern Europee

SUsi.ARY

It is impossible to predict the exact future course of events in
the Stalinist world. The brutal sl:ughter of the Hungarian revolution
nay have had the effect of slowing down the tompo of revolutionary devel-
oprients under Sgalinisn, since the masses throughout Eastern Europe un-
doubtedly fear a repitition of the crushing of the revolution by Russia,
if they embark on the road to action against the Stalinist regimes. 4t
the saue time, however, it increased thec hatred of Stalinist throughout
Bastern Europe and laild the basis for a more widespread revolution
ageinst Stalinism in the future. But vhat is certuin is that the
revolution against Stalinism can and docs taikke place,and that we have
entered into the era of the anti-Stalinist revolution.

This discussion should provide the basis for an analysis of the tre-
nendous historic crisis of Stalinism. For now we see?

(a) that the class struggle continues undcr Stalinism;

(b) that the national revolution of the satellite peoples and
the revolution for political freedom, are, under Stelinism,
social revolutions, indeed sociclist revolutions

(c) that the attempt of tho Stalinist ruling class to "roform" the
grtem is decisively limited by its basic intention of defening
4ts own class interest, i.c. the gystem itself;

(d) that the capitalist .est, vhich has so often counterposed itself
to Stelinist totalitarienism, is incapable of any democratic
response to the revolutionary crisis in Stalinigm,

The answer to Stalinism is not liorld WarIIly neither is it capitalism.
It is the struggle of the oppressed, led by the wmorkingclass; it is the

revolutionary fight for socialiame \237
sane



