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NOTES . .

The article by Janecs T. Farrell
on the AYD was vwritten ot a time
wher. the drive against that Stal-
inist front organization reached
itc peak. Though the specific gub-
jeft is an old one, thc genecral pro
blem of the socialist attitude to-
vardc the legal rights of totali-
tarian stalinist organizations is
becoming of paramount importance.

Comrade Farrell comes to grips
with these problems in hig article
and presents views which ore shared
by thc Bocialist Youth Leeogue.

* L] %* *

In the next 1issue of SYR we
hope to have & letters-to-the—edi~
tor column. Readers arc invited to
send in suggestions and criticiems
of the magazine. Also, articles
that arc of a discussion nature wll
be considered for publication,

* * * *

A nev editorial staff for SYR
has been clected and is planning a
larger and technically improved mag
azine. The incresasedsize of the
magazine will allow for more art-—
icles topical politieal problems.

The editor and buginess mana-
ger are comrades Gertrude Blackwell
and Jack Henry.

[ »* * * *

The deadline on articles and
letters for the next igsue is May
3l. Articles should be mailed to:

Gertrude Blackwell

Editor, Socizlist Youth Review

114 W, 14 St. (3rd floor)

New York, N.Y.

Business corrcespondance should
be mailed to Jack Henry at% the
same address.

* L » *
The increascd number of pages,
beginningwith the next iseue will

nceescitate a boost in the price
of the magazine, from ten to fif-

teen centgo.
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The AYD

By JAMES T. FARRELL*

New York City
May 5, 1947
Mr. Melvin Mencher
Editor
The Window
The University of Colorado
Boulder, Colo.

Dear Mr. Mencher:

Permit me to thank you for your letter of April
14th, and for the confidence you express in me by
asking that I present my views on the AYD contro-
versy to your readers. I am answering your request
in this open letter.

You ask me the following questions: “. . . do you
think that groups influenced by the Commupist Par-
ty should be allowed to function once their identity
has been established? Do you think there is any pos-
sibility of liberals changing the complexion of a Com-
munist front organization? Or do you feel, with the
president of the university, that any group with many
Communists should be banned from the campus and
from influencing youths?”

Your questions are posed too ienerally. You are

really asking me what I think about the action of

President Stearns of the University of Colorado in
rescinding the charter of the AYD. I have read the
report issued by the committee which investigated
the AYD. This committee has, obviously, worked
with care. It has attempted definitely to base its
conclusion on facts. However, it has not clearly
posed questions. Likewise, President Stearns did not
go to the heart of the issues involved. Thus, he par-
tially motivated his action by characterizing the AYD
as “a front for a foreign dominated ideology.” This
phrasing is confusing. To be more precise, all Stalin-
1st innocent organizations are a front for an inter-
national apparatus which works in searct. This or-
ganization or apparatus is controlled by the Kremlin.
It uses any and all ideologies. There can be no doubt
but that the AYD is Stalinist controlled. It is the

"Young Communist League under a new name; it

uses the language of liberalism and American nation-
alism instead of that of Marx and Lcnin. But to
describe it as “a front for a foreign dominated ideol-
ogy” permits its members and defenders to answer
charges made against them by evasiveness. They can

*Mr. Farrell is a well-known novelist, short-story writer, ond essay-
ist. His works include the Studs Lonigan trilogy; The Leaseus of Fright-

:r;d Philistlnes (criticism, 1944), and his latest novel vemerd Clare
46).

Spring 11, 1947

throw quotations from Thomas Paine in the face of
critics. Those who control the AYD have no great
need to concern themselves with their critics. They
cannot make followers out of their critics. They
arc concerned with their followers, and with those
naive and misinformed young people who can be
made into followers. The action of President Stearns
helps them more than it hinders them. It permits
them to present themselves as suffering progressives
who have the interests of the whole American people
dear to their heart. In addition, to ban Stalinist front
organizations amounts to a confession of imﬁotence
and bankruptcy. It implies that one lacks the con-
fidence to fight Stalinism in the open and on the
basis of principles.

The best description 1 know of the Communist
parties of the world is that used by Ruth Fischer—
“the Russian State parties.” Innocent organizations
are instruments of the Russian State parties. Thus,
these groups are really a front for an internationally
organized apparatus. Their purpose is to serve the
needs of the foreign policy of the Soviet Union. They
are progressive only to the extent that the foreign
policy of the Soviet Union can allow progressive ac-
tion. These organizations allegedly fight for alleged
progressive aims in many countries, but, at the same
time, they remain silent about or eclse they openly
defend the existence of slave labor and of concentra-
tion camps in the Soviet Union. They attack Amer-
ican or British imperialism, but only as a means of
concealing Russian imperialism; they defend freedom
of speech in every corner of the world, except in
those places where freedom of speech is inconvenient
to Generalissimo Stalin; they attack many crimes
and injustices in the west (and these should be at-
tacked) but they attack none of the crimes and in-
justices perpetrated by the rulers of the Soviet state.
They are Russian nationalists. As such, they should
be exposed and characterized. If they are innocent
dupes, it should be remembered that while naivete
and innocence can be charming in children and
young girls, it is inexcusable in politics. “Neither a
nation nor a woman” wrote Karl Marx, “can be for-
given for the unguarded hour in which a chance
comer has seized the opportunity for an act of rape.”
Nor, in the last analysis, can a Stalinist dupe be for-
given for the unguarded moment when his mind
has been raped by a misapplied quotation from
Marx or Lenin or Jefferson or Paine or Lincoln.
But at the same time, it is meaningless to ask Stalin-
ists to admit what they are when it does not serve
their purpose to do so. One can only press them
with blunt questions, describe their tactics and in
that way, isolate them.

These remarks more than suggest the answers’ ]
will give to your questions. These questions arc
not well posed. They should be more specific and
more clear. For instance, in your first question, you
use the phrase “groups influenced to some degree by
the Communist Party.” Monolithic parties which are
totalitarian from top to bottom do not influence

‘
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merely to some degree. Either they influence to all
degrecs, or else, they influence on all vital questions
which directly concern their own aims, and they
create the illusion of democracy by allowing dupes
to talk about that which is secondary or irrelevant
to the main issues. But at the same time, 1 am op-
posed to the banning of the Communist Party. As a
member of the National Board of the Workers De-
fense League (which is one hundred per ¢ent free of
Stalinist influence), 1 voted for a resolution which
has publicly placed the Workers Defense League on
record as opposed to any banning of the American
Communist party. To ban the Communist party and
its front organization will be to endanger all free
anti-Stalinist liberal, radical and revolutionary voices
in America. One can be sure that the masters
of the' Kremlin are not worried that their minions
in America might suffer the loss of free speech. In
one way or another, these masters have taken care of
the free speech of their dupes and agents. The ban-
ning of Stalinist organizations will only give these or-
ganizations the moral credit they need in order to
fool people. During the War, the American Stalinists
pursued an out-and-out Wall Street line. This fact
needs to be erased from the public mind. If you
ban them, you will tell many people that they are
really the champions of progressive aims and of the
workers. And that is what they wish people to think.
Then, if they have become established as such cham-
pions, they can state that as the leaders of the van-

ard of Human Progress, that there is progress in
Poland, in Hungary, in Russian occupied Germany,
in Yugoslavia, in Roumania, in Bulgaria and even
in Siberia which Henry Wallace seems to consider
to be more or less like the American wild west of
Bronco Billy. The reactionaries who attack the
Stalinists as socialist revolutionists are really prepar-
ing the ground for reaction in America. They are
turning a real force and danger into a demon. The
best way to establish reaction is to turn men into
demons of the imagination. Then, you slay the de-
mons and you use this pseudo-accomplishment as the
means of placing your political power firmly in your
own hzand.

Yes, it is possible for liberals to change the com-
plexion of a Communist front organization. All they
need to do in order to achieve this fine aim is to con-
vince Generalissimo Stalin that he should order such
a change. If liberals can so convince Stalin, then,
they can change the complexion of Stalinist front
. organizations. However, it should be added that
many in Russia who tried to change Mr. Stalin's mind
are now either dead or else they are in jail in Henry
Wallace's new wild west.

It is clear, then, that I do not favor a policy
such as.that of President Stearns. At the same time,
I would also remark that I think the position taken
by M:. Brian Wadsworth, in the spring issue of The
Window is dangerous. Mr. Wadsworth wants the

He does not tell us.  There is lynch spirit within
the law, and lynch spiiit beyond the law.  One should
be aware of both. The two students who defend
the AYD in the spring issue of The Window talk
of programmes in a language of empty generalitics:
their articles could have been written by Earl Brow-
der in the days when he was the “beloved leader” of
the American people and the twentieth century edi-
ticn of Thomas Jetferson, Thomas Paine and Abra-
ha m Lincoln. But Mr. Wadsworth has no programme.
Why does he want to expose the Stalinists> Because
they are not American? But they are Americans!
Because they express a foreign idcology? But their
language and formal ideology is coming from the
same source as his. And there are injustices in Amer-
ica. There is race prejudice. Labor is exploited.
America is perhaps the freest country in the world
today, but it is not free enough. It must be more
free. The sine qua non for opposing Stalinism is
to fight every injustice in America. Then, one can
attack, with principles, the inhuman policies of Stal-
inism all over the world. Then, and then only, will
one’s attack on slave labor and eoneentration camps'in
the Soviet Union have the convincing ring of princi-
ples. The answer to the AYD is an independent stu-
dent group which dares to face and discuss every
question, which bases itself on its own members and
not on a central organization in New York City, and
which really seeks to help students to become mature,
independent, and fearlessly direct in their effort to
think, to learn, to prepare themselves to take their
place in the world we know. Against such an or-
ganization, democratically run, and with complete
local autonomy, the AYD cannot stand a chance of
winning influence. Of this, I am convinced. The
Stalinists and their reactionary enemies are really
alike. If one points out that there is Jim Crow in
America, an out-and-out reactionary will answer by
declaring that there is slave labor in Russia. If one
points out that there are concentration camps in the
Soviet Union, the Stalinoid liberals will evade the
issue by talking about Girdler and Talmadge. The
Stalinists so act that the bitterest reactionaries in
America can pose as champions of freedom: these
reactionaries so act that.the Stalinists can come forth
with the same pose. They are both threatening to
eliminate all independent voices, and to clear the
field for a struggle between themselves. They are
gradually forcing on the public mind a false either—
or proposition. They use diiferent emotional words
of appeal, but they have the same authoritarian type
of mentality. To think, to act, to try and contribute
towards making a better world, one must be free of
both influences. Students can best learn to be free
by forming a free and open organization which is
controlled by its own membership, and which does
not fear to raise, to study, to discuss any and all
valid questions. This is the way to create free minds.
Only free minds can fight authoritarian minds. Stu-
dents should be interested in the world in which

AYD and other Stalinist organizations out in the they live. They should try to contribute towards
open so that he can expose them. But for what? qﬁ
T G AN W S RN TN vy 4T PR CMLIRO Pi1  dey r i T N

the betterment of that world.
the szme time, know that as long as they are students,
they ire or they should be trying to develop the most
wonderful of all human instrumentalities—the human
mind.  And if they do, perhaps they will realize that
the urm-chair Machievelleanism of Stalinist dupes
of!:r: neither the road to insight nor to action that
wi 1 Ontribute towards making the world more free,

But they should, at

and towards fighting for peace and plenty.

James

Connc.ily, the Irish revolutionist and national martyr,
once remarked that unity is a good thing, but that
if unity must be achicved at the cost of principles,
then it is not worth the pricc. Unity with Russian
State parties is not worth the price more than is unity

with Eugene Talmadge. _
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A Brief Vieit to the

{__ STALNST PCLITICAL CIRCUS

It 1s casier to go through a maze than to keep trasck of the
Communist (Stalinist) Party changes in line. ‘

Lelow, we quote from articles about Koosevelt and his politics
publisked by the Stalinists, which should at least indicate the
fabulous f{lip-flops whiech mark the wholo history of Stalinism, Une
fortunately, we have only enou:h space in this issue to meFCly ine
dicate the web of lies and contradictions in which the Stelinists
have been caught up,

"Roosevelt's nolicics, as is already evident, are policies in
the interests of the bankers and big industrialists and"against the
interests of the +to0iling masses, The dietatorial powers already
taken by Kcosevelt we already a step toward fascization-- are being
used a=zainst the toilers.,..,tnis is tho antie~working class program
of Roosevelt,"

(Statement of the Central Committee, Daily vlorker, farch30, '33)

"At the same time a more insidious form of fageism i3 being
foisted on the people, representcd by the logical evolution of the
National Recovery Act and kposavelt's assumption of povier never ate
tained by former Presidents in Lime ofr peace ¢

(New “asses, January 2, 1934)

"ieanwhile, it is already being amply demonstrated that the
attacks of the Reactionary Republicans and their stooges on Loosce
velt!s peace proposals is standing the liazis in good stcad,"

(Daily Yorkor, editorial, August 19, 1939)

“Ir, Roosevelt, ¥oU.,...with tho applause of the Republicans,
connived to brins Chambherlain and Hitler tegether for the Munich
betrayal of vaochoslavakia,” \

(Daily icrker, editorial, uctober 30, 1940)

"Heoverism had driven the country as close to hell as a nation

may approach and still remnin a democracy, and then a new President
{Pooscvelt) took cffice. Right then, at the very bepinnines, the
pcople lmew ne was thoir man," '

"Settor than rost men, TIranklin koosevelt knew that Amcrican
Democracy was a living, vital, and revolutionary ideology."
~Gsses, article by Howard Fast, April 24, 19458)

(licw as
"esesvie know that we arc a Dstter people because iir. Roosgvelt
vas at the hclw, We oare a betier people becouse sonchow and somoe
time all of us have pavtaken of his wisdonm, And somchow his greocte
ness has scaeped into, thoe very fiber of our lives and of our beings,
The wen will shine in the national memory as long as  the nation
lives,"

(Dov: liesscs, April 24, 1945)




EDITORIALS..,
WE CAN'T WIN WITH WALLACE

he Vallace Third Party mcvement has tremendously increased
its supnort in recent months, ovparticulary among students and na-
tional minerities and to a lesser depgree, among a section of the
labor rcvement, This is due, not so much to 'Wallace's""pregram|
as to the banlkrupt politics c¢f the other two capitalist parties
Wallace hos sguccessfully channelized the discontentment arising out
of the Truman Administration's draft proposal, the Palestingan be-
tfayal and thc increasingly rcacticnary labor legiclation of both
the Democrats and the Republicans,

Thie develemment, though it contains some encouraging signs,
is also an unfortunate one, It is encouraging in that it reflects
a growing and cective disillusionment on the part of youth and labor
with the shoddy, capitalist politicians of the two major parties,
It is unfortunate in that this discontentment is being deflected by
a movement which has nothing better to offer. _

WHAT DOES VALLACE STAND FOR? \

‘ lallace's "program" is oprimarily a negative one, e and his
leading backers are aquite ready to draw up 2 Jlong list of &

- ceuratc grievances against the policies of the Truman <dministra-

* tiom and@ the Pcpublican Party. DBut what does "allace concretely
offer in his demestic program? He tells us that he is against mon-
opoliecs, “onderful! Sc arc a lot of people, But if he is going
to tc break up monopolies whut does he plan to put im  their
stead? On this,he has said little,except to erphasize his faith im
the''systen of free enterprise? Yow it is possible to maintain capi-
talist free enterprise today except on a menopoly basis, the Yall-
aceites have not explained, What “Wulluce'!s proposal actually boils
down to 1is thut we go back to the goed 0ld days of horse and buggy
capitalism, "o f2il to see anything progressive in this,

Wallacc alsc +tc21s us that he is against religiocus diserinin-
ation ard Jin Crow, Put tall is cheap, Every politician plays on
the healthy deriocratic sentinents of the aAmerican people with noble
soundinir declarations in every clection year, 'itness Truman 's
Civil Rights Repert, Talk is chcap, How conveniently have "allace
and his cchorts ~forcottcn his recordl A cabinet menber in the
Roosevel, gevernment £or thirteen ycars, his actions then belie  the
promisce hc offers new, As Scerctary of Agriculturc, he was largely
responsible for the criminal policy of plowing under crops,and the
killing cf cvery third pig when"onc third of the nation was ill-fed,
ill~houced and f2l-clothed,"

He makes fine speeches now about racial equality, But what a
contrast all this tal% is to the Jim Crow Department of Agriculture
which YJallace proudly headed, Wallace must be judged by his record
when in office, not by the wvote-getting promises made so freely
when out of office, .
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No candidate deserves cven a  second  thorrht  froem anyone,
~unless he makes eclear his stand  on forcisn pelicy, The age
of isoletionism dis properiy dead, What Thappcns  in London,
Paris, lescow, or Singaperc vitally affccts the well being of
the mass of Amcrican pecple,

Insofar as “allace has cermitted himself at all, he is commit-
ted to defending and .apologizing for the reactionary politics of
Stalinist imperialism, He has ceome out,not for One 'orld,but for
Two Worlds: one under the hegemeny of American imperialicsm, the
cther derminated by Ruseian imperialism, Aside from the utopian
absurdity cf the practical usnects of this proposal, it reveals the
Wallaceites? willineness to subject masses of pecople to the monst-—
rous oppression of Russian totalitarianism, on the one hand, and
the slightly mcere suhtlce exploitaticn by Amcrican big-business in-
terests, on thc cthrer,.

The "allace mcvement is a contradiction in its domestic "pro -
gram" and is still mere inconsistent in its support of capitalism
at home and Stalinism abroad, It is consistent only in its bas<
ic anti-werking clace and anti-coecinltist character,

FOR AN IMDEPEITDENT §ABOR PARTY

' he American pecple need a Labor Party. MNot a fake  Third
Yarty like the omr that Wallace. and his Stalinist ingpirers offer,
bul ~one based upon the needs and aspirations of labor and genuine
progressives, An Indenendent Labor Party which will break from the
politics and irnfluences cf the traditicnal capitalist parties and
consistently oppose reaction in Washington as well as in lioscow.
A party which can transfcrm the fmerican government from its pres-
ent status as scrvant to big-tusincss, to a Workers Government
which will serve the intcrests of <the broad mass of pecple ==~ the
‘workers, the farmers and the youth, It is only such a party that
can fill the vacuum in American politics today,.

- AGANST THE MARSHALL PLAN |

If the abstract meaning of the Marghall Plan 1e cconomic aid
for the deves tated nations of Kurope and food for +their hungry
peoples, then no socialist - or any person with a spark of human
feeling -~ could opnose this plan. However, +the Marshall
Plan as the Abstract 1Idea has 1little in common with theMarsghall
Plan as a reality. The only meaningful way in which the plan can
be discussed is when placed in its social context. Only then, is
1t at all possidle to ge%t an accurate picture of the Marshall Plan:
its motivations, aims and consequences . flotivations" are import-
ant to uncover, as they give us a be ther insight into +the Plan,
facilitatine an analvsis of it and nredictiona as to itsreo-ulte.

It should be clear that the European Recovery Program is
not motivated by humanitarian considerations. The plight of the
millions of s tarving peoples today in China and India has not pro-
duced any Mars hall Plans for those nations, In Truman's original
address to congress on the plan, and in the subsequent congressior-
£ a2l hearings and speechés, it has been adequately demonstrated that
. - the Marshall Plan is an attempt to stabilize American capitalism.
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This stabilization is to be accomplished througn wwo vasio-toche
niques. First~is the industrial aid designed to re-cstablith Amo =
ican markets in Eurons and, secondly, through focd loans to the hun-
gry people, to destroy the popular base that Russia has demagogical-
ly built for its own imperialist interests among the European work-
ing class, particularly in France and Italy. -

The ability of American capitalism to effectively rebuild the
European ec onomy is negated by several factors inherent inthe cap-
italist.system itself. The »lan means a tremendous initial invest-
ment in Europe which may nevar ray dividends should the Stalinists
succeed. to frustrate the plan through their political influence 1in
the working clas= of Euronc. Without such dividends the Marshall
Plan could cnly succced in nistening an ecpnomic collapss at home,
Secondly, we must remember that capitalism is a competitive systenm.
The individual capitalist in America competes with other native cap-
italists for domestic and foresign rarkets, and comnetes on the world
market with forcjign capitalists. To significantly rebuild the cap-
italist economies of Europe would mean the ravival of a Europcan
capitalist c2ass which would eventually bocoms A competitor of, and
threat to the sccurity of American capitalisn. '

That is, 4n bri:f, the dilemma of American capitalism  today
in relation to aid for Europe: effective cconomic assistance is ‘
self damaging in the long run; no aid means the imriediate loss of

necessary mrarkets and sourcss of raw material.

The only "guarantee®" that Washington could havs today that even
the inadequate aid now mrovoscd would st3and the Arerican capitalists
to any good, weuld be its assurzd hegemony - over Europa's prlitical
life. Wall Strzet would havs to r:ducs Eurong to a semi-colonial
status. There is no othar way that . American capitalism could pro-
teet its interests from commeting Russian irpcerialism, from the Ani-
bitions of a renascent Europsan bourgsoisiz, and from the econonic”
and peclitical aspiraticns of the Europ:an working class. o

: It is nct necsssary to point out }whé 2 capitalist politiasians
have openly said that the Marshall Plan means the cconomic and pol-
itical subjugation cf Europe., Imperialism always parades as the
benafactors of rankind, not its opnressor. Our understanding of ths
general naturs cf capitalism and the specific nceds of Aricrican big
business rncnopolics today, reveals the Marshall Plan as 2 ners sub-—
tle extension of the imperialist mttorn. '

As socialists, cur opposition to the Marshall Plan flows from
our basic criterion cof how this plan will affect the indopandence,
and the living standards of the European working class. Ve arz op-
posad to any plan which is .usad as a weanon ~gainst thoe independ-
acticn of the working class. Wz do n~t Dbelisve in lrperialisyt
alms plans that arc used as a means cf perpotuating canitalisn , a
a syster which means a constarly decreasing standard of living for

call. werking people.

E 49



.

B SR S

ST A A g

EDITORIAL o

A GATINST  COUSCRIPTLON

A SOCIALST APPEAL

Thc trap is being set.

Tre war hysteria is being consciously manufactured by thz "ren
of state" +to enlist mass support for conscription and war. The
marsholl speech, the 3yrnes speech, and the Truman sddress on "The
otate ci the world" are all part of the sare pattern for war.

Tbe fight of the socialist Youth League. against conscription
is part cf our fight against all forws of imperialism - at hoxe and
abroad. It is part of our fight against iwerican Dollar Dinlonacy
whicn is attempting to subjugate the entire world under its dollar
shaped heel. It is also part of ocur socialist struggle against the
rapacious imperialism of the Russian state; a state which in its
practices and ideclogy has betrayed every sccialist concept.

Youth cannot afford to sit on the sidelines. It must actively
participate in the fight for human dignity and freedom. That fight
must not be translated intc support for either otalinist or Aieri-
can imperialism. ' \

The battle for-human dignity and freedom is synonymous with
the fight for a socialist Amerioca. A socialist “America in a sce-
ialist world where factories produce for useful consurption —---~ not
for armies, wars and profits; a world where the masses of veople
determine their own destiny, not where it is dictated by the inter-
ests and needs of a selfigh few. This fight 1is much more then a
moral one. It is a fight for our personal existence and the cdo-
tinued growth of human culture.

We must not remain mere ®pectators.

The above three editorials, plus the article of clip-
poings from the otalinist press, have been stapled together
and may be ordered by individuals, groups or any youth or
party units for distribution in front of schools and youth
meetings. ‘he price is six dollars per thousand copies,
whick is the cost of publication. ‘

Thousands of copies have already been distributed and
grest interest has been evcked. :

-.10..
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DEMOCRACY SC CIALIGM AN
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTICN |

, The relationship between derocracy and socialism is g problem
- that has bscorme nrimary for the socialist movement. The rise of
' dictatorshin in Russia has become for rany libzarals and intellec-
tuals, nroof of the ultimate tendency of proletarian dictatorshin
towards elimin=tion of economic democracy and individual rights,

<«

The Socialist society as s=2n by Marx is histprically condi-
tioned. By this we mean that such a socie*y is only possible
once techniques of production ar: developed to a point where the
struggle of wan for existence is outmoded. For, 80 1long as
scarcity. existe, the desire to aprropriate the production of
others will exist, The strong will seeck to enslavs ths weak and
reap the fruite of their 1labors. Slave society, feudaliem and
Ccapitalism viewed as class socistiecs rosted on th: struggle be-
tween clasezs for that which was produced.

ECONOMIC BASIS OF SOCIALISH

A classless society can maintain Ytself only when productiva
techniques are so developed +that material strugel:s will becoms
subsidiary to other aspects of living. The existence of such a
society wherein production is at such a high level, mesans several
things. It means an abundance of lsisure and consequently a hu-

* man and cultural development unparalleled in history, Contribu-
tions to art, philosophy and sciencs have come for th: most part
from groups which have had the leisure time to develop non-produc
tive pursuits. "Time is the father of all culture".

Buch a development of technology would mean that the struggle
for the necessities of 1ife which has dominated all of human ex-
istence would subside in importance. Tha class strugcle would
no longer be necogsary. Witness the example of a subway train,
When there ars not enough seats, passengers push each other
around. More subway guards are ncsded to opén and close the
doors. Whcen there are plenty of seats, howcver, the situation is
duite differcnt. There is no mad scrambl: for seats. Passengers
don't »nush each othar. Less subway guards are ncedad. To pro-
ject this exawple to the historical levsl, only in a highly pro-
ductive econowuy whore thers is vlenty for ovaryons, can we think
of th: possibility of a socialist society., The strugele fer the

- " . - e g - K . 2 . N P ] wayp s L F— -
reana of anievooice, L., tho lros suongata, will ne o catwmadad.

THE DEGENERATION OF THR RUSSIAN WORKERS STATE

Russia, at th: time of the revolution, was a backward country.
whosa productive level, comparzd to that of an advanced capital-
ist n=tion, was insignificant. The material basis for a class-
less socicty in Russia simply  did not exist and could not be de-
veloped within Ruesian boundaries. The Bolshevik party which led
the Russian Revolution was well aware of this situation. That is
why they bas:d all their aepirations for Russia on a victorious
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revoluticn in an advanced country, specificully Germany, Lenin
hoped that the Russian revolution would light the fires of p1r’o~
letarian revolution throughput. BLurope, Indecd, the period
following the Russian revolution was one of intense revolutioncry
struggles outside of Russia, These struggles failed, The defeat’

- of the luropean revolution following Vorld ‘ar I, insured with it
the defeat of socialiem in agrarian, isolated lmussia,

“"WHAT IS BOLSHEVISH?

There dis another aspect to the cuection of democracy and
socialism which developed within the socialist movement. -This
problem can be summed up as Bolshevism, The degeneration of the
Russian revolution was not caused primarily by the economic back-
wardness of Rucsia, according tc the theoreticians of the Social

. Democracy, hut was inevitable for quite different reasons. It
4 was, they claim,a natural cutgrewth of Bolshevism which is essen-
E tially undcmocratic in nature,  Bolsheviem, for them, is a con-
spiratorial, monolithie tendency which aims to seize sbate power
undemocratically and establish, not the proletarian dictatorship
(a misnomer according to them), but a dictatorship ofthe Bolshev~
ik perty., This 1s social-democratic mythology not historicadl
fact, The reality is that Bolshevism is antithetical to stalinism
in theory and action, There is no inherent continuitybetween the
tWO. 2 4 » . ' )

The first point we must establish is the difference betwem
the stalinist and bolshevilk conecpts of the purty. The  latter
concept of the rcvolutionary party reste primorily on the neces-
sity of the party tobe prepared for =211l cventualities., The party.
must combine those aspects of centralicsm which will afford
its effectivences in action, andthese anspects of demoeracywhich
will providec for a rich and fruitful idecological life within tthe
party., This menns thot mincerity differcnces on policiec, tuctics
and theory vhich arisc within the party must be given freedom to
influence thc rest of the party, The history of the Bolcshevik
Party wos cone of discuccien ond controversy,. . Iinority tendencies
existed within the party on most of the important questions. It
was for this reason that bolshevicm made outetrnding contribu =
tions to recvolutionary thcory ond practice,

- TBOLSHEVIK CRI'THALEA 41D DISCIPLINE

F The quection ef how mueh certralism snd diccipline is to ex
. ist in a revolutionary party cinnct bhe answered in 2 formulc, In
E Lenin's "J/hct Is To Be Donc" he ctntes that the high degree  of
centrulism, the rigid stonderds for party memberc, the necensity

for the ~trict di-eipline which he outlines for the Rusciun purty
should be modificd when -pplicd to o dumocrztic country.  The
BelshevikPorty in Rusniz woe  rfubjcet to close curveillince by
the Tsurict police, TFor yeore o Puc-~icn police incpcctor sut  an
a member on. the central cermittce of the BRolchoivik Purty, Under

these conditions it was not ponrible to hove 2ll party affairs
diseusned opcnly, A1) members of the prrty could not be foamiliur
with czceh other, It vioe necesary, for cx mple, to give lecding
committecs the power of co-optiongl.c., the pover to appoint &
member to a committce without zn e¢lcection, E 52
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ROLE OF THE'BOLSHEVfKS I THE REVOLUTTON

The rel-tionshin~ of the Roshevik Party to the revolutions of
1 11917 give 1ittle crcdence te the totalithrion myth, The first
: revolution occurcd in February, The Tsaorist government wos over-
3 thrown nd was repl-ced not by onc government but in actuclity by
two, Cre ving the provisionsl government which wos a coalition
of bourgecis parties and evetunlly of all othe porties except the
: bolsheviks, The masscs who h-d overthrown the Tsurict autocracy
¥ ' gstoblished their cwm councils in the foetories, the army cnd the
Tural regicns, These were  the covicts, Iuch of the actual
work of administering government was performed by the.savicts,
A state of dual power existed, The Provisionel Governpment had not
becn elected. It simply stepped in to f£ill a vacuum,

_ The Bodsheviks rnised three slogans: "YAll Power to the
Soviets", "4 Constituent Ascombly™, -nd "Lry'nd, Brcad and Posceld
By Septcmber, the scvicts in Potrograd -~nd Moscew, the lerding
industrinl ccnters of Russisa supported the slogon of Y4ll Power
to the Soviets", Neither the ilensheviks nor any other porty
supportcd this slogan, The PBrovisionzl Government rcepestedly
promised and repeatedly delayed the convocation of the congti-
tuent Assembly, which when i% finally met after the Revolution
Wis no longer representative of the sentiments of the Russiszn
people. -

ROLE CF THE OTHER PARTIES '

The policy of the other parties both bourgeois, peasant and
e wWorking class was notoriously undemdcratic. The Erovisionsl Gov-
& ernment, which was not an elected body, suppressed  the pes=sants?
.Beizure of land from the large land owners, - and refused to recog-
nize the legitimate democratic neture of the Soviets. It delayed
the convocation of the Constituent agsembly. It provided a fore-
runner of the Stalinist iioscow Trials ‘technique by framing the
Solsheviks as "German Spies". It pursued an imperialist war pol-
icy when the overwheiming majority of the people wanted peace.

The peasant supported Social Revolutionary party split. in tw.

~The split was gszinly due to the policy of the provisionsl govern-

-ment in arresting peasants who seized the 1snd. The Right-Ting

Socisl Revolutionaries supported the Frov. Govt.; the Left-Wing

; - oopcsed the policy of the party leadership. It was.the Left-Ting

= which coliaborated with the Bolsheviks in.the November Revolution

E The majority of the pescants for obvious regsons ‘supported the
left-wing. Thus the November revolution was essentially 2 so-

cialist revolution whose key slogans were those of elementary

demccracy which rellied around it the majority of the workers and
peasants. : " - ‘

When the Constituent Assembly was finally convoked it was no
E longer a Constituent Assembly. Electoral lists which had been
E . prerared months before, gave no cognizance of the split which had
4 occurred in the Social Revolutionary Party. The majority of the
3 bersints who supported the left wing of the party were recorded
5 . as voting for the right wing. At the first meeting of the Consti
3 tuent Assembly, which occurred a few days after the Soviet Revo-
lution, Lenin and Trotsky rressnted the Assembly with a document
calling on them to recognize the power of the Soviets. When this
unrerresentative, undemocratic body refused, it was disoanded.
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The early doays of the Revolution s:w no suppression 2f other
P artics that pro.agsndized against the government. The first asc-
tive steps against other carties were taken only when they jrined
-the forces of counter-revolution who were organizing in the fouth
It weg admitted in the kenshevik psrty Congresses in 1318 that
many sections of their party had joined the counter-revolution.

1t w-s sfter the Civil War, when the rigors of War Comnunism
were barecly over, Wwhen the Buropean Revelution had cvidently
failed, when thous:nds of worker militents had died at tho front
when conditions were so bad that in some sections of %he country
“cannibslism  prevailed, that degencration began t0 scop  throug
the party -ppsrstus. Lenin oegan to speak of Russia »: 3 ourcsu-
craticaelly deformed workers state. The terrible materisl Torces
of history had bcgun to make themselves felt despite the heroism
of the Bolshevik-Leninists.

3TAL 1N Ioi FLOWED FROm THE DEFEAT OF BOLSHEV Isu

- Today we see the final product in ths Stalinist colice stete.
~Before 8talin could consolidzte his power, hovwever, he h:d to
exterminate physicsl.y the lesding cadres of the Bolshevik oeTty
including Lenin's Central Committce. Stalinism vas vhysically
incepable of co-cxistence with Bolshevism. He had to distort ell
Bolshevik theory including the concept of the Farty. The Commu-

nist Farty is similar to Len.n's party only in namc. No onposi-

tion is tolersted. There is no frecedom of discusssion, no ideo~
"1ogical life.

RESF(NOIBILITY OF 50CiAL DEWUCRACY

1f we are to discuss blsme at #11, and it is not always fruit
ful to do so, then the failure of the Russisn Revolution lics not
With th: Bolgheviks but rather at the hends of those who octreyed
the European Rcvelution. 1t was the German social Democracy wha
Bupgres-ed the German Revolution. Under the orders of Noske, the
Sociel Democrst, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Licbkneoht were murdered
and thc Germar revolution destroyed. it wus the European c.ccial
Democracy which supported the first World Wer and supported the
intervention in ooviet Russia.  The Socisl Lemocracy today  has
‘gone furthcer into the impcrialist camp then anyme would have
dreemed twonty yosrs ago. Leon Blum c¢+1ls himsclf and nis party
"The trustce of French capitalism®. The French Socialist verty
supportced the action of the French government against the anation-
al struggle of the Indo-Chinese. The imperialiest botrsysle of
the British Li:bor P:rty beer little repeating. The Germsn sociel
Dsmocr:-cy, nuwbering nine million organized workers, allowved
Hitler to step into ower without a domoastration. That ig the
raccrd of the self-rightcous democrstic critics of Revolutionary
So0cielism.

TAE FIGKT FUR LEsGORACY 15 THE FIGET FOR SOCIAL Iom

Bolsheviks believe that the esicnce of socialiem is the full-
fillment of all types of Democrscy. The trcnd towerd Fascisn in
present day capitaliem lesvee little hope for dumocracy under the

IRy E 54

A



stetus quo. The Workers rarty end the Socialist Youth leagde
have continued to fight for democracy in the only way which can

succeed; Dby continuing the socialist struggle. Those who con-~
sider themselves "trustees of c3pitalism" h=ve abandoned not only
the struggle for socislism obut the struggle for democracy as
well.

Gertrude Blackwell

+4+———DHR 0 58 & Luxemburg on:

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

The party of Lenin was thus the only one in Russia
which grasped the true interests of the revolution in
that first period. It was the element that drove the
revolution forward, and, thus,:-it was the only party
which really cariied on a socialist policy.

It is this which makes clear, too, why it was that
the Bolsheviks, +though they were at the beginning of
the revolution a persecuted, slandered and hunted mia-
ority attacked on all sides, arrived within the short-
est time to the head of the revolution and were able
to bring under their banner all the genuine masses of
the people:the urban proletariat,the army,the peasants,
as well as the revolutionary elements of democracy
the left wing of the Socialist-Revolutionaries.

The real situation in whieh the Russian Revolution
found itself, narrowed down in a few months to the al-
ternat1ve.~v1ctory of . the counter revolution or dic-
tatorship of the proletariat - Kaledin or Lenin. 3uch
was the objective situation, just as it quickly ore-
sente it elf in every revolution after +the first in-
toxication is over, and ac¢ it presented 1itself in
Russia as a result of the concrcte, burning questions
of peace and land, for wiaich there was no solution
vithin the framework of bourgeois revo lution.

..And he who triegg to apply the home-made wisdom
cerived from parliamentary battles between frogs and
mice to the field c¢f revoluticnary tacticg only shows
thereby that the very psyocholpgy and laws of existence
of revolution are.slien to him and that all historical
experience is to him & bpgk spaeled with gdoveén seals.

from "The Russian Revolutior
by Rosa Luxemburg
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OO YEARS CF* THE MANFESTC

The Commuplﬁt Fanif'ecto wae written one hundred Tyears  «go thls’
month, It wus published a fow months later, in 1848, It wus the first’
manifesto of scientific socin 1iom,  that s, dite first pProgrutmatic
ouetemunt, and yet, its moct important scetions appe«r to huve been
written yeeterday,  after one hundred years, it still provides imorte
ant directives in the ctirugrsle for humen om«nc10JL10n. B

Its young authors, Marx was 29 and I ye’v 27 at the time of 1to
wrivting, had sep~rately but “lmﬂltcthU°lj WO”de cut theilr ideas, each
drawing from o dif<erent tradition but bolh re:sching the sume conclus-
ione The idecas of Mury, ctemming  from the French Revolution znd thn

" Rights of irn ny “nd thore of Engele from the develovment  of Englich ine

%

duutry—--- the I'rcneh TrvoLuulon and Inglich indusurial growL], Lhe two
- greet hictoric +trtnstform: tions from which the hictory of moCern bour-

geols sociely datec, nvvwnn*n" vith the buot procucts of the bourgeois
‘revolution, larx eénd Ingels ware sble to o fur beyond it wund i1 be-
yond anyonc of their tinme or ecince, In paring tiribute to the .ionifesto
we must not fOPﬂ(L,ln Dassing, to admire the genius of its .uilors.

. The Ilenifesto  includes in sucecinet programzcic  form all of the
basic ideas of socislism, If onc merely takes time o pive flech and

. blood o ips skeleton form, to ~xpand on cach of its compact ideas, the
“result will be --- with a fow corrcetions --- @ toxubook of «ll th:t is

'1mport nt in Haoxiem,  Corroecuions  sre imorvent in the Teur seConualy,
¥ though lm‘OTanb, ptos.ges  of the junifesto which heve bucone  wnti-

b quaced. ferx and *niele, in their joint ore fgcc 01 1372, iere ble to
’ J ’
p01nt to some of Lhe:w They felt, however, that they no longer had
‘ the right to alter tu, orijginzl  form or tyxt of Lhw document_ sinece it
“had alre.dy bo-come a historicsl work., That s 25 ye:r's after its
J

pubjlcdtloN° toduy, efter 75 morc yerrs have ‘o"(k, nassuges ¢f the

iaManifesto have reecded  gtill further into Lhc':Lc wiround, it is inm-

E portant to unC: ratind  which of its idcus  still rete in their originul

valldlty »nd which have lost their force and censcourntly roquire amp-
11flcatlon or thnynvaL.

b THE 1T, LLIST Ceobend Ton # IARSTNUIN 4

L

» 4

. The movericlist  conce tion  of hiscory which is used +ivh such
skill 1in th= thifnﬂto s corletely  wishsonod  Lhie ey of EVLNUS,
. Despite the ~bundinee  of hostile oriticism le(Puxh asivinse iv, 1T re-
s mains the only sci- P*1f¢c interpretation  of hiswory, fv is dirceoly

ﬁ responsible for the accuracy ol orcdiction, the truc tusu of « scicnee,

which we cn find in vae r-cord of ionlied ierxism over the pust hun-

k dred ycars,

"The hictory of all hitherto exicting socicly 1is the hictory of

clgss struggle', S50 begine  the Comwnist !unifesto. This concept of

. class struzgle  remoins the most  ivportant conclucion drawn froa the

f materialist interprevation of history and the firct consideration nec-

| €ssary to any ﬁn 1*ﬁ1" of cyw problem, This pectulate, baced on ex-
| isting conditions © rnd not invented by the zuthors, hus becomc bDoth an
f issuc and 2 actor in the class strugyrlec, A8 oan issue, the existence
of the claun strugele has been denicd by the ruling class, As a fact-

E 56
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or, the recognition of class struggle by the working class puts the ex
isting strugegle on a new and higher level and makes its prosccutio n
intelligent and controlled. Marx and Engels proved that "common wel—
fare", "national unity", "eternal moral truthg" are meaningless phrases,
He empirically established the struggle for material interests as
driving forces of history. The reactionaries and 1liberal democrats
were joined in their attacks on this theory, by the, labor * fakers and
later by the Stalinists, who by class conciliation, "Bopular Frontiem",
and suoport of warring imperialsit countries sought to revise this bas-
ic prindiple of Marxism. But todayp at the height of the epoch of m-
perialism and wars, which brings all social contradictions to the peint
of greatest tension, the Communist ¥anifcste has its supreme thcoreti-
cal triumph. - g

(1867).  But already in the Kanifesto the main lines of the future an-
alysis were sketched: the payment for labor¥as equivalent to its cosft
of reproduction, the appropriation of surplus value by the capitalists,
competition as the basic law of all social relations; the ruination ef
all intermediate classes; the concentration of wealth in the hands of
an ever diminishing number of broperty owners at the one pole, and the
numerical growth of the proletariat, at the other; the prcparation of

the material and political preconditions for the socialist revolution,

CAPITALISYK LOWERS LIVING STANDARDS .
$he proposation in the ¥anifesto concerping yhe tendency of world
Capltalism to lower the living standards of the workers was at one tim
subjected to a barrage of criticism. It is no longer even necessary fo-
show the false basis of thesc attacks; the depression of 2929 and the
subsequent war have proven the peint, net only beyond all deubt, but

2 beyond all apology. The only bagis on which American capitalism has

been able to achieve even a semblance of stability is in its rele s
imperialist exploiter of foreign continents.

The Communist Manifesto predicts and describes the commeréital and

"industrial disorders eof capitalism. The revisionists, during a period

L when capitalism Was 8till cxperiencing rapid grewth and devclopment,

stated that the rising trusts and cartels would bring an end to capit-

VQ alist crises by assuring a controlled market. Here teo, history has
' reinforced larxian theory' in answering its critics.

| THEDRZ OF THE STAT

"The cxecutive of the modern state is but a committece for managing

it the commoen affairs of the whole bourgeoisie." With this succinct form-
¢t ula the iznifesto BCcientifically appraises the modern state, History
f nods its h.ad. The "freedom® grantcd under any of the §0-called demo-
{ Cratic states, is frecedonm for bourgecis rule. The different methods of
t bourgeois rule arise out of different needs of the ruling class at dif-
i ferent stages of dcvelopment of the economy and the class strupggle .

A P - —

b #Marx later differentiated between labor and labor POYLT,
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CEVERY CCLLOLS STLUCGLE I3 /5 TOLTT CIL_ ST coLmn

—— -l A S ISt R LY

'Uﬂﬁéf§;’laﬁh straccle is a political strugrle", sare the ilenifTesto
ton, Leter ¥t rdds, “"The orgeni~ation of the vroleiarist es & clrsg is
consequéntly its argenizotion into e political prrty". “"Pure trode un-
ionigni. hes long tried to ignore these historicel lawvs. In the Unitead
States‘where pegrely economic unionisim has been the treditions1 philoso-
ophy +-6f the working class, the trade unions are now being forced into
politics, The turn of cconomic events, the increcsingly evident ineb-
ility Jof copitalist indusiry to solve its ovn pioblems, &nd the mount-
ingzxintewventiqn ‘of the governacnt in the economic problems of the
country, - are forcing the unions into politic=, But for the unions to
enter ' politics by mere}y participating in the alrcody existing‘gqggz
geois politicel zrent is not cenough. To cceomplish snyth-nz, even only
to deTend theil existing stondarde, +the unions «ill & ve %o give up
their policy of sup.orting condidites of “he cipitelist porties.
¥het .ig .in order is "the orgrnization of the broletariat as a cilesg ---

"its . orgenization iho o political party." ile might edd, if only for

emphasis -- its organization into en independent party-- on independent
labvor, party. Alresdy many union mititents erc com:ng to see this 2s.a
neceSsary.next step for Americen levor, . :

.+ - e
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" The” grbletarie cannot conquer vnover within the legrl fromevwork

~established by the bourgeoisie. - "Communi:ts oncniy declare their ends

cen Be ‘attained only by the forcible overthrow of £ll existing soci' 1

E  conditions." Refornism sought toexslain the postul. ©& of +he £nifesto

on the grounds that the wmovement in Harx's time wes imacturce and
that democrrey hed not yet developed odequet-ly. The fete of the Itale
ian, Germsn, end Spenish “denocracies”, to mention = Tew, is eodequctes

?“testimpny to_the bankruptcy of reformism,

oy

-

Merxisnm * hes alveys taught that the intern tioncl devclopment of
ca it=1idl oredetecrmines the internctioncl charrcter of the proletariet

¢ revolution. On this point <She HMonifest sfys, “United action, of

the .leading. civilized couniries at least, is one of the first condit-

L ions £ - the emincip: tion of the proletorict.” While fny exanination
8 of woulti*cépitalism today will prove nogitively thet thin is. even more
¢ true toﬂéyf‘than in 1848, the Btalinists nave vrov:d it neg-tively by
E their -futile attempt to build "socizlien in 2 ~in

3le country", ¢ bocke

b ward country et thut. Whet has energed from thet ettenpt is of course

not socialisin but its opnosite! & bureiucratic society of doverty
tnd glsvery,.

Comp: rc, also, thc section of the Communist Mfenifesto vhich pre-
dicts the withering avay of the state wunder socinrligm with 11 that ve

? know about +he direction of Russien develooment under the Strliniabs.,
¢ Far from vithering ~woy, the gtete hen grown into o monstrcus o pregse

ive instrument. The Sialinists hrye tried to explein this fact in meny
veys but the llanifesto ™™g untruivocal. "When, in the coursc of devele
opment y=elacs distincetions h ve Gis' poesred znd 1 nroluction he« been
concentrated in the hends of © vas t a~socirtion of the vhole nation,

l© the public¢ vover +ill lose its politicsl cherscier,®

Despite the fact thet two vorld var:z h'v  killed millions ¢nd 1=

Qfmost destroyed vestern®civilizeiion cnd thot a third vorld var, which
 might et cily finish the job, cprears on the horizon, most pcople still

look.upon the “The workingmen have no fatherlend: slogen of the Monif-
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f
esto an nothing but «n epitetionel s ibholeth.,  H w unfortun: tc this
1s can be described only by the cevucl stite to vihich m'n “nd culturc
heve been lowered by impcericlist vér., V'het the iicnifesto ofTers on
this »roblem cen be clossitied bebter s tivice then os a slogen,
Vhen the vorking class tokes this ‘0vico, it vill, by ¢cting in a
truly internationslist cpirit Cgainst wor end imperialism, fin: 1ly re-
move itself and 11 of humenity from the vicious cepitolist circle of
wars anddepression s.

_ 4 ’ .
THE BASIC VLLIDITY OF iLAIFLSTO "PODAY

‘ Thesc are the things in which the tlanifesto continucs to giv- us
irreplaceable diresctives. They are the burning problems o1 rhe
strusgle for ecmencipetion, It is a brief work, but whot other con be
compered in this respect with it? This does not imnly, hovever, that
after one hundred yeers the Communist Manifesto necds no corrections,
The NManifesto reguires corrcctions,.cnd additions, “ut ihe-~c ean be
mede edecuctcly only if cdone in tecordanc: ith the method leid down
in the original work itseclf. .
Herx and Engele +tought thet no cocial system dcparts from the
arena of history before exheusting i'.s ereative »ossibilities, The
Manifesto condcrans canitclism for retarding the develo-ment of the
productive forccs. During <that period, hovever, #< vell s the next
few deccdcs , cepitalism only hindered the arovth of the productive
forces in e relstive scnse. H~d 8, socisrlist society been orgrnized ot
thet time, it would heve been Possible to increose the taapo ofgrowth

- QT the productive forces many times over. .But this is not to sey that
I they were not increcsing undercapitelism., It vee only muchletcr

i that the productive forces under cepitelism began en cctuel decline
end capitclism was transformed from o rcelitively re-ctionary socicl

system to an &bsolutely reactionary onc., The 1Llist war {lready ‘wined
out a goodly -ortion of +the accunulated capitel of menkind, and the

I next war, if cllowed to occur, .hrectoens o destroy even Lhe vogsibile
i ity of mainteining ény kind of civilized existcace. Mary cnd Engels
o believed that croitelism  would be overthrovn beforc its cecline hed

- reached this st:gc., The transformation, b ving clresdy tekcen plece,

and forcing us to moke this enencment only scrves to emoherize the
L]

. nced for fundaimcent: 1 chonge that the suthors of the Manifest teught,

1

THEORY OF PROGRISS

In this conncction it ire necescary to reevaluate the theory of
progregs develoned by HMarx end Engels ond iunlicit in theaMenifesto.
Realizing thot the basis for the completc emancipeotion of mon ves the

\'dov¢lopmcnt 0T technology to the point vhere @ societ: of plent: for

. 811 was possible, they sew ag progresgsive caything which satisfied

E this prerecuicsite; i.es, enything vhich raised the level of the pro-

ductive Torccs. But now that this condition for socicli-m YLea been”

3 ettained, by ¢nd 17 by the tremendous dovelopment of modern jekaloR

LN
ductive forces on 2 iorld scele, ve must besond it to cuother  crhoen-
tial prerequisite ¥or tho socinlict rcvolution: the consciousness of

f;the,working cliss &nd the prosceution of the cliss strupgle to its log-

ical conclugion. “he level of the productive forcecs is no lorcertormei
. £ 2 t fbivgolo

| oriterictioNow,in order to judg: 1 hethe something is  progressive,
E we nmust first determinc itz offcet on the class strugile. In
t the lest war Trotsky's defcnse of Russia was boscd udon the fact
} That Russian nationolized cconoay was cble to cxprnd the productive
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forces “rhile cansivalismk could not. Theat is whoo he mernt when he said
that Russia, though a degeneriated and oovprenssive system, wus progress
ive neverthelers, He "7as  vrong because he did not take into account
~sufficiently the effect of Stalinism on the consciousness of the work-—
ing class and consequently fbs effect on the possibility for success-
ful revolution, :

although the Manifesto's prediction of proletariun revolution re-
mains valid, it errs in the historical dates which Murx wnd lingels
thought ould mark the beginning of the revolutionary period., This
error flowed from an underestimation of +the future possibilities la-
tent in capitalism and an overesivimation of the revolutionary matlurity
of the proletari.t, The revolution of 1848 1in Germuny opened up the
possibility of a vast future capitalist ascension instewd of becowing
the first s.age of of the socialist revolution, The Puaris Commune of
1871 shoved +thut without a consecious revolutionury party the piole-
tariat cannot wrest and hold power,  Since then, theprolonged period
of capitalist development and prosperity brought about not the educu-
tion of the revolutionary vanguard, but rather the bourgeois degenieru-
tion of the 1lzbor aristécracy which became in turn an import.nt bruke
upen the proletarian revolution. Latery by preventing the revolilution
in YWestern Zurope,this aristocracy 'ras largely responsible for theiso-
lation of the Russian revolution and facilitated the risc of Stalinism.
Each of these results assumed a motion of its o'n znd becume a cuuse
of the further postponement of the revolution, However, the authorsof
the Manifesto could not have pPosgibly foreseen these developments.,

The lanifesto suw cupitalism.-as. the kingdm of free enterprise, ¢
It did not draw the necessary conclusions about the growth of meno-
poly. This was later done in uarx's"Capital." Even more recently
Lenin in his "Imperialism" brings the analysis of this aspect of the °
development of capitaliem up-to-date.

THE PROELEL GF_ THE 4 IDDLE CLASS

darx and Engels predicted the wholesale liguidation of the middle
classes. They pictured this process as a proletarianizaticn of
craftsmen, petty tradesman and peasants. But as a matter of fact,
capitaliem has ruined the middle classes at a much faster rate than it
has proletsrianized them. The growth of technology at one and the
same time crushes the middle class and engenders chronic unemployment
among the proletariat. This chronic unemplcyment and the declezssing
of whole sections of the population, both miadle class and workers, is
one of the most Dbrutal aspects of capitalist decline. On the other
hand the growth of technology has created the so called "new middle
class"' of technicians, administrators, snd commercial employees. We
must recongize this however as an artificial preservation of gpetty
bourgzois strata. ‘

| THE waX IFESTO AND PER&ANENT REVOLUTION

-~

The keanifesto erred in foreseeing a successful bourgeois revolu-
tion in Germany which it 8poke of as but "a prelude to an immzdietely
following proletarian revolution." The revolution of 1848 rcvealed
that uncer the more advanced conditions of countries which come late
on the brurgeois scene none of the bourgeois classes are capable of
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bringing the revolution to its termination. The bourpecisie it too

t

— o - o—

”produotion that we can no longer look upon capitalism as beinx even
(&) b 5

i‘today cen attsin sound stability and give a tremendous impetus to the

tied to the land-ovning clas- and fears the masses; the potty-hovrge-
oisie ie too divided and in its top layers toc closely depcndent upon
the large capitalists. As evidenced by the more recent history of
such countries aes nuscia Chins, india and opain, as well as Gernany
in 1842, under such conditions society can only be purged of itg feud-
al remnents if the proletariat freed from the influence of the bourge-
0is parties can assume hegemony over the peasantry and establish 1its
own dictatorship. ‘his supplementation of Marxism was made by Trotsky
and his theory of the "permanent revolution.™!

Although the kenifesto describes the process whereby capitelism
deaws into its arena the backward and uncivilized countries of the
world, it contains no reference to colonial and national stru.gles.
This is so because its authors, in erpecting the socialist revolution
in western Rurope to teke place in the immediate future, also foresaw
by virtue of this, the aut omatic solution of the problem of nctional
liveration »nd self-determination. :

Ihe Communist manifesto includes ten demands for use in the per-
iod of the direct transition from capitalism to socialism. In  the
1872 preface to the manifesto, karx and Engels called these decuends
antigquated in part. The necessary correction is that the "prolctzsriat
cannot eimply lay hold of the ready make shate machinery, and wicld it
for its own purposes." A4fter the Paries Commune, Harx saw the Cormune
€6 the type of state aeeded by the proletariat. with the Ruszian rev-
olution this type of state tock wn even more fefinite fomas "joviets !
Given this correction, #he demands put forth in the Lanifesto are com-
pletely apclicable today. In our own program we gpeak of workers' con-
trol; withcut these demands there can be no revolutionary progri.

. The Communist manifesto has been mo-:e than a theoretical guice in
our struggle. It has becn, and remsins today, a living force in hig-
tory. 1In its own time it served as a call to arms; it was an organi-
egr inn the formative period of the proletarian movement. Throughout
the whole history of that movement it served as a teacher. It is in

f that capccity that we £ind it most useful tcday .

Justin Graham

The latter part of the above article is of a discussion neture |
and shculd not be viewed as an official oYL position. We feel that
several points in the artidle are not well taken. Farticulurly the
paragrerhs cealing with uarx's theory of progress. In our opinion
comrace Graham does not correctly estimste the importance which
Marx ahd Engels did attach to the role of conscicusness in history
and more specifically to the role of political consciousness among
the working class as a prerequisite for a successful socialist rev—
olution. 4lso, Graham states in his article "the effect (of mocern
Capitalism) Upon the level of the procductive forces no longer ig the
main criterion." This we feel is incorrect.

The point is tha modern capitalism Cannot raise the level of
production on a world scale without producing wers and ever deepening
crises. It is precisely because we are ccencerned with the level of

a relatively progressive eccnomic system. Only a socialist cconcmy

growth cf the productive forces.
Our readers are invited to present their own ideas on this cues-
tion to the Socialist Youth Review. =~~The Editors
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["ﬂO\/!ES THE FILM OF ITALI&N NATICNAL LIBmaTION
" . by James Feniwck
i The Great Drought of Italian fascism lasted for twenty-two years,

That after nearly a quarter of g century the barren tree of Italian
: eulture acain broke into leaf, is of more than pa@sing interest. One
4 of the most striking aspects of thisg renascence has been the appear-—
ande of several notmworthy Italian films.

: These films, of which “Open City", "Shoeshine", and "To Live In
o Peace", are the best examples, derive frem the national liberation
q movertent, They bear a relation to it 8imilar to the relation of the
; Russian film masterpieces of the early ‘'twenties to the revolution
of 1917, In the recent Italian films are mirrored all the strength
of the resistance movement, and all its weekness. They are art Pro-~
ducts of an epoch of -historical decline, moving, sometimes brilliagnt
but of necessity limited by the nature of the forces producing them.

What is immediately striking about these films is ‘their realism.
The shooting has been done, for the most Part, not on sound stages,
as is done in Hollywood, but from life itself. Authenticity is al-~
most immediately established. In one momens we have been transvorted
to the campaena, to an ancient hill town, to a bombed-out city,
People are equally real. The range of human tyves is greater. in the

- three pictures named they include a range not found in the US pic~
tures. Further, the veocvle involved are more real: women are not the
uniformly enameled, effete dolls of Hollywood. They are taken from
life. Working-class wemen are portrayed as they live.~pregnant, with.
out makeup, generous, petty, ragged, whatever their conditiens ray
be. ' ‘

The plot is more real- that is, it has been taken from life, it
draws in more normal types-not the criminal caste who furnishso much

of signific-nt liwing for US movies, the moral vroblems posed are
higher and the stakes are freater-they are usuzlly life or decath it-
self, .

The moral problem of "To Live In Peace" is posc’ by the dangers
involved in harboring two American soldiers during the Yerman eccu-
Pation. This is much the same theme of the Swiss film, "The Last
Chance". This basic situation (somewhat humorously treated in, "To
Live In Peace") creates an atmosphere in these films which is much
more significant in analysing these movics and exnlaining the psyche’ %
ology of cur times than the involutions of ghuwplat_ itself.,

In all three of these mcvies there is a sensc of flight. In "To
Live In Peacc" and in "Cven City" it is from the Germans. 1In "Shos
Shine it is from the reform schocl, that microcosm of the totalitar.
ian socicty scaled down for Juveniles. This fact of flight is simil..
arly dominant in the previously mentionecd Swiss film, "The Last
Chance", and in the sensitive Swiss study of g child, ".aric Louige"
1Lis flieght assumed not only an objective charactor (‘theie iseaial
flight) but takes on the character of an internal comobulsion, an in-
“ner mataite,

Linked to this, but somewhat different, is a continuous anxiety
E &2
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which gnaws -at almeot all vereons i these meviese anxiety- over
disccvery,anxiety cver death, anxiety over g lover, anxicty over
an air-raid-anxiety in a thousand and one foims.Undifferentiated
anxiety. , . Lo T e . LT IL TR

There is likewise a pervasive bessimism. In "Shoeshine" it is
epitomized by -the -inevitable: tragedy of theend, - - frem which
there is no way out. In "To Live In Peace" it is contained in a
sentence by the peasant father who already feels the coming of
another war, o ‘ T T T T e e T

Pervadine most of-these -Italian films- is also’arfaeding of
hopelessness of human-effort.‘The“rewardswof'actS*of'éourape”and
self-sacrifice - are cither- non-ecxistant or disproportionately
small. ' Cr else the bad win, the hunter and the huntea both per-
ish, eor persons- especially children-innocent in everything ex-
cept that they are :rewbers of the hunan race are brought downto

- destruction. - -

Another characteristic of these Italian films is a religious
tone, =zained not by an expression of religious feeline but by
the vhysical presence of priests. The farm, not the content.

These emotional states well convey the climate of the resigt—
ance movement and of the vost- resistance society. Viewed a% a
vl.cle these films reflect the limitations of +the resistance
r<vement and its contradictions . 1In that sense the dead-end of
vhe post-war society revealed in "Shoesnine® is a logical sequel

" t0 the hercic epoch of the resistance portrayed in "Cpen City",

"Shoeshine" 1is the tracedy of the black market, which sums up
the economic imvasse of POost-~ar capitalisn. The parallel g0cial
decay 1is symbolized by the death of a::child, ¥, gormaldy the most
protected individual in society, as & result of having become
caught up in black market operations.

The characteristics of these films can be most clearly $sesn
when they are compared with the early aussian revoluticnary
Films. The dynamism of the latter, though twenty-five years have
elavsed, is Strixing. This is not to accuse the Italian films of -
lacking revoluticnary finale. They articulate the times, and
they bear their own emotional charge. That is not the least demw
and of a modern film. The comparison is made to exvlain what
these films show of our epQcth,

Why has Italy been able to produce 8everal cictures capvturing
in all its fullness the tunult of our times? VFirst, these filmsg
are able to draw upon expveriences and emotional denths which agre
not available in the United Stwtes Dbecause a war was not fought
on its own soil. Apparently¥available in Italy, also, was g
Satlinist or Stalinized intelligentsia ready wvith a program for
filling 4in the cultural vacuum which followed +the vanishing of
fascism. Théir restricted "leftism" accounts for a ereat deal of
what is pood in the filme- and more of what is bad. Why France
with a eenuinely significant movie tradition, has produced no
films of a character comparable to the Italian ones during the
vost-war period is worth sveculating upon.Cne factvor can well be
the vrescnce of a large non- Satlinist intelligentsia resident
from before the war. The Stalinists were not able to gain the

field by default, as, it scems probable has havpened in Italy.
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That Switzerlana could preoduce ~scme encentional - movies tyn be

ascribed,; amonr other  things, to an- ObJPCth1ty‘DOS&IDiC“bGC&ESEq
of her almost unijue vositicn in- Juccre,” -which permits her to

remain uncomitted- anid the-i.ceriglist: strugrles. Anotherrfacts

or in the success o©f Italian Iilms-is her tecnnical poverty,

which forces the use ¢f real locales and LerthS 1nfluunces her

employment of s0 wany non-profeswvional sctGrs.

There is one ccuntry in surove  where the greatest  films of
the times lie waitine to be called to 1ifs.” That country is Ger-
many. In the threc brief-years alene between £l Alumein and the
last rubble heap in Berlin,  -Germany-cndared um emic- tatastrophe
whose grandeur ' and whose pity possess all-the elements of the
deepest tracredy. Whether that tragedy »ili.ever be comnitted to

film devends unon the evolution of pclitical events in the next
few years. v :
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. NO pEACE FOR AS

3

BOOGK REVIEW

A

If the nreeent post-war neriod is suffering from 3 shortags
of anticip=ted "disillusionment" novels, such as engulfed the
country aft:r the first wer, it most certainly is not suifering a
simil=r short ge as egards diaries, privstzs journals, official
reminiscences and wunofficial rarblings of every journalist who
haprened to board a ship or plan: bound for somz cornar of th:
vworld. The great bulk of these books disapma=r on the 15¢ count-
ers of sccond-hand bockstores to a most w2ll deserved fate of ob-
livion. Thers are a msre hundful that do not mzarit such a fatas,
and ons of thom is Harold R. Isaacs' record of vost-war Asia,
most adaduately entitlsd, " NO PEACE FOR ASIAv, The nams of
Isaacs should nct scund strangs to thosz familiar with Marxiz
literature. Bussides bzing the co-translatorof Troteky's®Whith-
er France",among other things he is the author of what is perhaps
ths bast book to dates on tha Chinss: rivolution: THE TRAGEDYCF

- THE CHINESE REVOLUTION, Trotsky thouzht sufficiscntly of this

book to rite the introduction. No nzophyte journalist, Isaacs
has beon a nswsmarcrran 71Tor 1f years, sa3ven of vhich ha snent in
the Far East. W®hat 1s more, he has be:n a ganuine studsnt of
nationalist and darxist noversnts, and hs is able to corbins a
w3alth of exmerisnce +ith theorctical clarity., His latzst book
is writtcn in a mors nopul=r v2in than the provious ons, and it
is to bz honad that the larger audiesnce at whom he is evidontly

“aiming #ill materialize., But that do2s not mdan +that his ideas

ar2 diluted; exeoent in one possibls instancg, to rhich I shall -
rafer later, is there any doubt as to the gecnuinzly intarnation-
slist and socialist amnnroach that Isaacs offers as a solution to
the comnlsx nrroblams of n2acs in Asia or for that matter in the
entirs world., A

Th:s story of thz Far East is th: tragic unfolding of =n un-
interruptad scrics of double dcalings, broken mnl:zdgss, bloody
suprrzssions, and chattsrod aspirations - almost always culminate-
ing in mass murdcrs, Every majior country is invelved, and no-
whers 2lss is botter d:wonstrat:d ths wonstrous hynocrisy with
which the imperialist powers attsmmt to mask ths yawning gap that
saparatiss official dzclaration Ifrom actual policy. The peoples
of the Far East soon lcarnzd +the real moaning of the Atlantic
Charter snd "Four Freodoms". Where the inhabitants had
fought the Jap=nisse vigorously in the hons of realizing th:ir own
nationaliet dre=ms, thay were the mors bitterly disillusionzd by
the incontrovartible fact that the Unitad States was not parti-
cularly interceted in them for other than imparialist raasons. The
defeat of "reaction" and "fascism" in Asis vas Tollow2d by: 1)The
brutzl crushing of the n=tionzl ind:ewondence movewants in Indo-
nesia and Indochina, by British, Dutch and Frgnch troops using
Anerican material; 3) the handing over of M achuria and tha
Kurilss to Russiz; 3) the imprisonmsnt of anti-Jaran2sz niasant
le-ders in the Phillipincs; -nd 4) the Givision of XKora-. bectwsun
the United 8%t tes nd Rus=ziv over the nrotosts of the Koraenn
people. Cun anyonc doubt vhy Is=anacs found that the dominant post
w=r cmoticn in Asi» wus 7 dzsp =nd vitter disillusionm:ant?

The most dzt-iled and stiwul«tinc sictions of the book dunl
with thz strugglss for indencndance in Indonssia and Indochina.
Nsws of this phrms: of rocunt history has only trickled bick to
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the Western countries thanks to the cooperation of the imperialist
powers on matters of censorship. Consequently, much of the mat-
erial that appears in this part of the book is new, I% was only
with the start of full scale warfare that the press relearcs began
coming through; actually the Southeast Asia peoples hagve Dbeen
struggling for their freedom for decades, even centuries. When
the Indonesians, attempting tc arcuse sympathy in the breasts of
thelr fellow humans who were so casually slaughtering them,
scrawled cver the walls of the occupied cities: "We are fighting
fcr the inalienable right cf life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness" -~ they were given the answer cf tanks, airplanes, heavy
artillery, all stamped USA. When their shccked prctest reached
the citadel c¢f demccracy in Washingtcn, they were given ancther
answer: the State Denmartment requested the British trccps (who
were then reencnsible fcr the maintenance ¢f "law and ¢rder" under
the terms cf the Pctsdam 4zreement) tc remcve all the USA 1nsignia
frecm the weapcens, S¢ with a bcttle ¢f OD paint, the U.S. £Cvern—
ment sclidarized itself with the Indcnesians!' struggle, recalling
nc dcubt, the Spirit <f '76 tc the minds cf many demccratse.

Stme valuable statistics are furnished, if further prccf
were still necessary at this late date, cf the beneficial results
¢f imperialism fcr the pecple whe are "de~burdened", 93% cf the
Indcnesian pepulaticn  is illiterate; 974% receive 20% of the na..
ticnal inccme. Indc—~China under the "prctecticn" cf demccratic
France has 3 times as many priscns and ccncentraticn camps as
hcepitals.  The salary cof a qualified Indcnesian encineer is 3%
times 1less than that c¢f g white janitcr of the University cf
Hancil Lcng befcre Lidice, the French trocps utilized the methcd
cf wiping cut an entire tcwn as a measure cf reprisal, These and
8imilar facts lay the grcundwcrk fcr the tremendcus and universal
suppcrt amcng the masses ¢f the naticnalist mcvement, The Japan-
€se ccoupaticn gave a huge impetus t¢ the develcpment <¢f these
indenendence mcvements., 1In Indcchina, French administraticn cffi-—
cials ccllabcrated with the (ccupying Japanesej the Viet Nam inde—
pendence mcvement went intc the intericr and frem there ccnducted
ralds fcr arms and built un  a rather effective military fcrece
which was tc ccme in handy later. The rcle f ycung pecple - the
ycuth ~ in theee naticnalist mcvements is a pcwerful cne, One cf
the most mceving Gescrinticns in the beck is that ¢f a meeting ¢f
ycung Indcnesians full of enthusiasm and ardcr, fighting against
almcst insuncrable ¢dds, vyet burning with ccurace cf their con-
victicns, and sure c¢f eventual victcry. Perhaps a suall pcrtion
¢f this feeling can be ccnveyed by the fcllcwing excerpt:

They nacked the crnate empire-etyle theater in Hanci tc
listen tc the rencrte by ycune partisans newly arrived from the
Scuth. They crcowded the stalls, ycung taut men and wimen, an  une—
likely audience in this setting built by Frenchmen for Frenohmen,
The ycune 2an froam the ecuth aneke alcne on & platform acainst a
8imple backdrcp ¢f a hure Viet Nam flap. He tcld cf clashes and
explcits arcund Saipcn making his werds glow with that fine inspi-
raticn  that comes c¢nly when men Bee thinge by their cwn inner
light. (2 the enemy he pcured sccrn., "We are infexiez to the
French in the matter of armg," he said, He'paused a lcng instant
and then added, "alsc in the matter cf ocwardiced The ycuthful
autlence rcareds "Blocd will flow acrcss cur ccuntry," he scberly
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CAPTALIST ANARCHY VERSUS
| SOCIALIST PLANNING -

° The earliest form of prodvction 1s thuat carried on for the
immedliate vpersonal consumption of the producer himself. Such
production 1is typical of small self-sufficient communities in
which the division of labor between the various trades (such
as hinting, fishine, agriculture, weavins etc,) is accomplished
either according to custom or thronrh deliberation., To this
category belongs the soclety of the North American Indian at the
time of Columbus, for example.,

A far hisher form of production 1is that carried on for the
purpose of sellinz the result of the process on an orcanized
market, in o%her words what Marxists call commodity production.
Such production is typical of cormunities which have trenscended

‘their 1local 1limits, in resard to production and achieved a na-
tional or even 1international division of labor. The hichest
form of cormmodity producing society 1s capitalism and especially
the so-called free or democratic capitalism of the United States.

DIFFZKTNCT BT “THN FRIMIDIV™® AND CAPITALIST PHODUCTION

. The primitive Indian corrmunity had to divide up the productive
- tasks it undertook 1in satisfying its needs amonn a few hundred
persons at th~ most, Because the communitv was so small and be-
cause its orcanisational oproblems were so simple and nunchanring,
® this division could be accomnlished either bv cnstom or by the
conscious wnlan of the comminity, In a modern society, such as
that of *he United States, however, the division of labor (between
steel producers, coal miners, auto producers, farmers, etc,) nmust
be achicved betuween mnillions of men 1livine hrhndreds of miles
apart, The mechanism for achievine it in the richt  proportions,
1s neither enstom nor plan, but rather the laws of market compe-
tltion or what harxists call the law of value. For instance, if
too many producers enter the shoe industry and too few enter the
coat industry, ....to00 munv shoes, *“o0oo few coats.... the price of
shoes falls, the price of coats rlses, some producers are forced
to transfer from the shoe industry %o the coot indvstry until
prices uarc righted »nd the correct proportions arn achieved,

+

In the one case, 1in primitive society, man's productive re-
lations are det mmined by his consciousness. In the othsr, 1in
commodity nproduction what men shall do in nroduction 1is deter-
mined by sncisl laws and forcos beyond their control and usually
beyond their understandine.

The purpose of this socinl force, +the law of value, is to
plan and dircct +the productive activities of men 1n a soclety
which has rrovn so complex  that men 4o not do this  themselves,

¢ Without this direction, prodnction wonld have been impossible
during *he last hundred and f:ftw 7e:ars of modern capitalism,

CHARAC.TKISTICS OF CAPIfLLIST CUMMODITY PRODUC!ION

The hirhost  form  of commod ity production 1s modern capi-
talism. the imnmediate distinmiishineg marks -of this form of
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commodity vproduction nre finst that s separate and distinct class
of' ware laborers arises who have mdo produc-ive property and cppnse-
quently are forced to sell theilr lsahob power,to vork for a wage in
~order to live, and secondly that production is carried on no long-
er mer®ly for theé purpose of ‘sale ' but.for the. purpose of gale ..at
a profit. ;’ PRI AR NPT o [y Ay . ' )

O R VY (N -

The cellular unit of cepitallst prodiyctiion 1s the individual
factory or work-shop. Y“ithin ‘he factory, capltalism 1s charac-
terised by the strictest dictatorship of the capiltalist over the
laboring producers. he (or his hirelines; enrineers, supervisers,
foremen, e%tc,) has complete control over the labor he has hired,
directing 1t in this or that activity ns he srces fit and coriplete
ly excludling the laborers from the intellectual or mental processes
of production. Any attempt of the laborers to participate in the
manaccment of the factory, i.e,, in the direction of their labor,
the capitalist attacks as an interference with the rights of pri

vate property, as it certrinly 1is.

7
Thus capitalism brines about not only a division between dif-
ferent tvpes of labor (shoe-makine, cotton plunting, minine etc,)
but also between thc mental and msanual aspccts of production 1t-
self, :

THY STPAKATION OF MANUAL AND MWNTAL LABOUR

"The separstion of the intellectual powers of production from ,
the manual 1labour, and the conversion of those powers 1into the
might of capital over labour, is, as we have alreadv shown, finally
complcted by modern  indnstry erected on the foundation of mschi-"
nery." Capital, Vol. 1, pe. 439,

The worker spends the larecest singlc part of his life in the
factory., The factory reeime, which compels his attention to a
trivial and atomised asoect of production havine 1ittle or no intel-
lectual content, (on the assemblv line this is cerried to its high-
est point) must muke hin onesided, lower his scnsibilities, make
him less » man ond more a machine. The burcaucratic rocime within
the factory, 1inevitably reproduces itself ontside the factory in
many other spheres of bourrsois societw. In bonrcseois parliaments
it i=a not labourers, but rather bourseois "fricnds of labour" who
represent the workine c¢lass as a reneral rmle. In the l~bor move
ment, union lendership becones a professinn for which ong¢ ‘prepares
at a university. The separation of manual and mental labour %s re-
produced outside the factory.

The individuel factory or workshop is the coll of modern scono-
mic 1ife, but In order for econom‘c 1ife +o be carried on there
must be an exchanme and proportion between the cells. Thus sooner
or latcr, the capitelist 1s called forth from this sphere whcere he
1s all powerful to cnteor another, the market, where he in turn is
subordinated by the law of the market,

CAPITALISM IS PLANLTSS

As soon as he steps out of the factory =and into the market
where the reclations betvenn the different foctories are determincd
by exchange of their products, it becomes anuarent +that capitalism
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1s a system of contresta, Within his factory the capitoalist is a
firm b.licver in ceonnomic plannine, «nd plannine of the most dicta-
torial and execlusive type. Bu% outside the frectory, to *“he contrury
capitalism is planlcss or to be more spocific it i% not pluanned by
men, but rather by imperson:sl ceononic laws, “Thc same bourceols
mind which pralscs the division of lrbour in She vorkshop,life-long
2 annexrtion of tho lubourer to a partinl operation, and his. complcte
subiection to capitcl,. as beinc an orsanisation of labor that in-
crecases its productiveness == that same bourescios mind denounces
with equal vipgour every conscions attempt to socially control =nd
remulate *the process of production as sn inroad upon such sacrecd
things as the rights of private property, frecdom, and unrestricted
play for the vent of the individual capitaltst," Capital, Vol. 1,
P2 321, : ‘

SUCCESSFUL PLANNING FRQUIRTS YORKTRS CONTROL OF PRODUCTION

A successful planned economy cannot be achieved as long as the
working class 1s c¢xcluded from the dfrection and monacement of pro-
duction, 1.e., as lons as thoere 1s a sharp division betwoeen the
mental and manmal aspects of production. Planned economy requires

. the estimation of the nceds and cavacity of thousnnds of workshops
and factorics, &and the setting up of the proper rclations and ra
tios betwcen then, Tthe task wonld  exhanst the capacitics of any
small group of rovernment burcaucrats no matter how expert they
. might be, “hile in the earliest phases of plannecd economy such
groups would undoubted?-r plary an iImportant role, nvery plan they
originate for rny indi> dnel  $hoo would have to be subiected to
‘discussion, revision or reiecc“ion of the workers in tho shop who
will judee the plen on %he basis of thoir knowledac of the shop's
Jproductive capabilities. Irtharmore the cantral planning boards
‘themscelvies must be elected by nnd eoantrolled bv the producers thom- |
selvecs, 1.e., the vorkina clnss, on the basis of general prosrams
they will put forward for the development of *+he econom, It will
be possible for the workine class to control the meneral aims of
the plans of ongrincers, chemists, physicists, economists nven if
the workers may not themselves bo thorouchly acquainted vith cnein-
cering, choemlstry, phvsics and economies, inst as the capitalist
class employe and controls selentists vho manfacture atom bombs
without wunderstsandine verv much aboit  the princinles of nuclear
phvsics, :

BASIC INCOM ATIBILITY OF PLANNTL TCONOMY AUD CAPITALISM

It is of coursc obvious thet such n svstem of planned ocononv
can onlv be accomplished ance socichty has deastroved the control of
production ~x-rciscd by the individnal capltalist, i.,e., oncc his
private property in tho mesns of production have boen taken from
him and rade the collective property of “he prodveing classas. In
other words, the mojfor means of production: actories, railroads,
ships, mincs, ete., must be collechivised nd opsrated undor the
control of the workine class. That s the first stcp toward socian-
lismo

Such = program of workers control of production cun only succceed
if the workings cla-s raisecs its cultural level to moct the trnsks the

*problems of soclety plac: befo-c 1t, The first prerequisito of a
higher cultural level is a shorter work’ine day. Undcr capitalism, a
E 69
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labor savina machine results in uncnployment, Under the mnnagement
of the worklng class it will result in more sparc time for the 1la
®orer., Furthermore from the first day of thc planncd economy, each
worker must strive to inform himsclf abont where the raw materilals
used in his factory comoc from and wherc the finished products go, to
familiarise himself with the bookkceping system of his factory, and
finally to understand the basic production problems of the entire
economys. The more leisure time he has to inform himself on these
‘matters, and the better 1informed he 1s, the less aond less will dbe
the differcnce between mental and manuzl labor, '

As the workinm day 1s reduced, as the antagonism between and
struggles in production disanpear, as production becomes something
men undertake of their own free will and not beceuse they are com=-
pelled to, the need for foremen, specinl supervisers, speed-up men,
ete., and all those whose job i1t is under cerpitalism to sweat profit
out of the worker, will diseppenr snd soclety will save the expenses
of maintalining a special claas which the present exploitative socie-
"ty makes necessaryv.

SOCTALIST PLANNING VERSUS STALINIST PLANNING

A planned economy without th: democratic, socialistic control of
the working class is indeed possible,but such planning will only re-
place the productive problems of capitrlist society with others. In
Stalinist Kussla we have an example of a bureaucratically planned
economy. Since there is no political democracy and since there 1s
no workers control of production in the individual shop, the plan
must be made and anplied bv a small privileged class of burcaucrats,

First of all this class encounters the greatest difficulty in ’
correctly estimating the cepacitles and needs of the various indus-

tries and factories, Consequently, mistakes arc constantly belng
made in the plan, and the system goes through period after period of
acute shortapses, plan failures and economic crises, Furthermore as
long as the laborers are excluded from the management of production
and confined to the dull, boring, emotionally and physically exhaus-
ting manual labor of the ¥actorv,he will work only under eompulsion,
Thus an antagonism arises betwecen the differcnt classes of special
labor supervisers who must struggle with the working class to sweat

‘the last ounce of labor from them., Production is not at the will of

the producers but can be mointained only through a constant strugele
between them and their exploiters,

The expense of maintaining a large class of such supervisory
personncl is more than the Kussizan economy can stand,and the econony
1s consequently doomed to low living standards for the vast mass of
the producers, Stelinist Kussia resembles Socialism in its economiec
- life only 1in one single outward supcrfielal formal aspect. The
means of production have been nationalised. But not o single one
of the other aims of Socialism has been schieved, This 1s inevit-

able, since the Russian stote excludes the working class from any

control over the economic 1ife of the country at every point with
in and without the productive process,

VILY A piunnca eewaomy  organisea and carrled on Bv and for the
producers whose productive efforts are being planned can hope to
successfully oreganise production on a new basis, iie., production
according  to the needs of the producers in which they engnge co-
operatively and of theilr own free will, Jnly such an eoonomy can be
called socialist, Only such an economy can solva the present crisis
of soclety, . F 7o
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For several generations, in spite of occasional frictions, s,
. ghcaaapitaliat mode of conducting economic life, i.e., by a rigid
dictetorshlp within the factory, bv the lsw of valuc without, net
"with no serlous obstreles,nnd indeed mankind made no little progress
» under it. Today, however, 1t must be evident that the bourgeois
svstem has entered a crisis,

ot

i First the cconomic 1laws under which capitalism operates no
.longer function as they should. Instead of bringing about the neces
sary proportions betwecn the different industries, these laws nowsat
‘to Lring about grester and greater disproportions, resulting in de-
pressions, unemployment, meriods of relative overproduction and un
‘derproduction, monetary erises in the form of inflations and defla
tions,in other general cconomic dislocatlions which contrive to make

capiltalist production more and more difficult,

Seeondlv capitalism is morked by increasing antrgonisms and op
en strugeles, betwecn the different clnsscs in the productive sphere
In every important indnstry, both labor (in unions) and capital (in>
managoement associations) are organised in separsate and distinct
class organisations for the waging of this struggle. In many indus-
tries (such as the automobile and maritime industries) there is only
an uneasy truce. In the coal indnustry, production is halted several
times esch ycar while the workérs and owners test theilr strength,

- That the majority .of caplitelists ‘and workers stll "believe that
“thelr antagonisms are ultimately reconcileable . does not hide the
fact that no motter whnt short term truce s reached, larger and lar
«Ber numbers are involved ' in more and more of these struggles every
vear, But the vrocess of production calls for cooperation between
men. Any systeni of society which can only create greatér andgreater

- antagonlsms in production, ecannot orsanise production efficientlyand
has outlived its historicnl usefulness. ' -

SOCIALISM - THE ONLY ROAD

Under capitalisn, production is for the purpose of sale at a .
profit, What shall be produced and Iin what ynantities it shall »e
produced, 1is not detcrmined by men but rather by the cconomic Jlaws
of motlion’ of the capltalist economy, The failure of these laws
makes necessary o planned economv in which the producers themselves
determinec.¥hat =and how much shall be.produced 1n accordance with
their reedg. - : ' ’ ’
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{ Suntinuca frcm page 24)

ccncluded,s  "In this blocd we must write the words: aN INDEPENDENT
VIET NAMI"  There were scnes sung like a litany, and then the
ycung pecple pcured dcwn the steps and acrcss the marble lobby and
cut intc the night, where ligzhts shcone ¢n .the ccrnice c¢f the buil-
ﬁings,' adcrned at ten fcct intervals with clusters of Viet Nam
flags,' ‘ '

There are many cther secticns ¢f the bcck impoertant enough
tc epend a little time cn, The "test tube" situaticn in Kcrea is
tne ¢f the mcst pctentially exnlceive centers in the Far East and
at the same time c<ne ¢f the mcst revealing as cincerns the real
aims <f the majcr wcrld pcwers., In this 1land cf 25 milliens the
imperialist ccnflict between the United States and Russia is re-—
prcduced in miniature. Where Japan ruled fcr 36 years, the U,S.,
Army new faces the Russians along a predetrrmined border and the
Pledpes cf independence made tc Kcrea by the Big Three at Cairc
are all but fcrgotten, Said a Kcrean tc Isaacs: "We spent lcng
hard years learning Jananes€sseeeseNCW We must learn mnelish or
Russian.... When shall we be able tc learn Kcrean?" . The answer tc
that questicn was beine pgradually learned by the Kcreans however,
as it was similarly tc be learned by the Indians, Indcnesians, etas

A brief, but nevertheless valuable summary cf British impe—
rialism in India as well as a review Aif the bankrupt reactionary
feudal regime cf Chianc Kal Shek and the criminal betrayal of the
Chinese revclutlcn by the Stalinists fcrm cther impcrtant secticns
¢f the bcck. There 168 an exocellent analysie ¢f Russia as an impe-
rislistic naticnal state, and cumpariscns are drawn between the
revcluticnary fcreien policy of Russia in the days ¢f Lenin and
Trctsky with the imperialist pclicy cf tcday. One example will
here suffice tc demcnstrate the pcint that Isaacs clearly makes;
under Lenin, the Scviet Unicn was the first fcreien gcvernment tc
8ien a treaty with China rencunecing certain ¥“rights" and annexing
ncthing; wunder Stalin, Russia mcved in " and ccecupled Manchuria,
Isaacs ccrrectly rencunces the idea that naticnalizaticn in itself
1s a prceressive rvhencmencn, On the cther hand, he denocunces the
United States and England as basically incarable cf intrcducing
the neceseary factcrs that will put an end tc imperialist war, He
is a bit hazy in any characterizaticn ¢f the last war as imperial-
1st, but the issue is nct menticned at all and the ccnclusicn that
¢ne must fcrm frcm the ccntents <f the vclume certainly cffers nc
ccntradicticn tc the idea., This seems t¢ me rather petty, in view
¢f the ccrrectness <f the authcr's apprcach tc every questicn with
-which he dces deal, This gfprcach is itself quite clear. We can-~
nct lecck tc either the United States cr Russia as they are at pre-
sent ocnstituted fcr a sclution tc the prcblem f war. Only a new
sccial system with the pewer 4in the hands ¢f "“the great massecs cf
laber and necple at large, whe have the mcst tc gain frem change",
tcgether with the cppressed c¢f every part <f the glcbe may yet be
able tc stem the rising tide c¢f ccmplete and tctal destruction,.

Marty Young
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FCR #CRE INFCRuATION ABWT THE IDEA5> AND ACTIVITIE3S OF TLE
SCCIALIST YOUTE LEAGUE write or visit the local branch of -our
adult organization, the Workers Party and mail in the interest
blank on the bottom of this page to the Hational Office of the
Socialist Youth League, 4 Court Sqaure, Long Island City1,N.Y.

Philadelphia Los Angeles Baltimore
Workers Party Labor Action Int'l FelloweHip
1122 ¥. Girard 3314 S. Grand House
(2rd Floor) 281 %. PrestonSt.
and Floor
Detroit Oakland
” ) Pittsburgh
Workers Farty Workers Party
€&41l Gratiot 46€-10 st. P.0O, Box 752
Rm. 10 Rm. 3212 i
Newark
Reading Seattle
A Labor Action
P. O« Box 1671 Labor Action 248 Market ot.
. P.0. Box 28
Cleveland - University Post Uffice
T : Youngstown
Bernard Douglas BuIfalo e ——
Box 1190, Station C James Walters
o Labor Action Box €05
A¥rron 639 liain 5t.
T and Floor San Pedro
Box 231 T T
liain Post Office New York Labor Action
T Box 1246 .
Chicago Workers Party

== 114 W. 14 Street
vorkers Party
15C1 W. kadison

— em s cn e e e mam e e o e e e e em  aee s et vwn w awe qun e’ e e

Check one or both:

() I am interecsted in recciving mor¢ information about
the Socialist Youth League

() I want to join the Socialist Youth League

lizil to: Socialist Youth League
4 Court Square (4th Floor)
Long Island City 1, N.Y,
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