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EDIIORTAL: DEAR COMRADE - WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AD WHERE WE ARE GOING

(Editorial note: We print the following letter in lieu of an editorial as it
sums up the course of the current faction fight in the YSL. As we enter the
most crucial convention in the history of the YSL, we feel it is essential
that every member of the YSL stop for a brief moment, pull himself out of the
heat of the current situation, and think of the broad significance of the
events that have transpired over the past six months or so.)

June 20, 1957
Dear Comrade,

As you have been unavoidably absent from the ¥YSL during the entire fac~
tional struggle, Martin has suggested that he and I write you presenting in
sumary the two points of view facing the coming convention so that you can
decide on this basis which side you support.

As I write you there is one thing that has become absolutely clear to
every member of the YSL regardless of his or her point of view: There exists
in the ¥SL a division of the most fundamental nature. This division tran-
scends the immediate organizational issues that are inevisable in any faction-
al struggle and is the result of the two factions moving in two basically
different and mutually exclusive directions. In this letter I will deal with
this fundamental political division as it has developed, and leave all the
petty organizational squabbles to those small minds incapable of understanding
what has transpired in the YSL over the last few months.

The present struggle found its origins in the proposal for unity with the
SP, which was first brought up on the ISL PC way back before the Stalinist
movement broke wide open. Its fundamental nature was a proposal for a solution

The LEFT-WILG BULLETIN is published under the following section of the
YSL Constitutions

Article seven, section four: "inority tendencies or caucuses may publish
their own material for internal and external distribution, but they must make
clear that these publications do not represent the views of the organization
as a whole. All national and local mimeograph and mdiling facilities shall be
open to such tendencies or caucuses for use at cost.%
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BULLETIN represents the wiews of the individual author or authors and not
necegsarily the views «f the Left-Wing Caucus az a whole. Statements or res-
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viewpoint of the Young Socialist League.
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- of the problems of the ISL, a solution which called for its dissolution into
the SP. The YSL was faced with the new line at the September IIEC plenum when
it was placed in a matter-of-fact way within a document on another gquestion —
on the electoral question. Then the YSL engaged in a lengthy dispute on the
electoral question which, as everybody realized at the time, wag the precursor
of the present discussion. The issues involved in this discussion in many ways
symbolized the present division. On the one hand the right wing called for
support of the SP only in the election. It offered no real reason for this
call other than its interest in wooing the SP. On the other hand the left
wing called for the slogan: Vote Socialist —- Vote for any of the three
Socialist Candidates. The right wing opposed this open and broad approach of
stressing the fundamental issue of aasting a vote against capitalism on the
grounds that under no conditions could they consider a vote for the SWP, They
rationalized this sectarian position by grossly distorting the positions of the
SWP so much as to suggest that they were not even socialists. On the other
hand they became quite eulogistic about the SP. Here we have an early hint of
the direction of the right wing. They became hysterically critical of those
on their left —- our fellow revolutionary socialists (regardless of our impor-
tank differences) in the SWP, and overvhelmingly conciliatory toward those on
our right.

|ScATIIT
e

e T TN




hhstw-

A referendum was held on the issue and while the referendum was in progress
the right wing proceeded to implement its position and support the SP candidates
on a local level. They did so in an uneritical manner and on no oceasion daid
either the ISL or YSL mention any eriticisms it might have had of the pro~imper-
-ialist politics of Hoopes and Friedman. Farther, the HAC threatened to take
action agalnst anyone who should support the SWP candidates. As 1t turned out,
following the election (when it no longer mattered) the right wing was decigivep
1y defeated in the nembership refercndum.

4% the January plenum the whole question of SP unity came up again. This
time the lines were drawn and the right wing had succeeded in corralling s
rather broad grouping behind the ISL position. The plenum occurred following
the unity convention of the SP and SIDF which united on the now famous "™Memor-
andun of Understanding” which Comrade lMcReynolds has labelled "the worst, most
shameful policies of the State Department and John Foster Dulles" and which
called for full support to the U.S.'s "democratically established nilitary
agencies.”

The position of the YSL right wing became crystal clear, There could be
no doubt about it: they were for dissolution and entry into the SP~SDF on the
basis of the "Memorandum of Understandinz." Morcover they egreed to accept the
right-wing leadership of the SP-SDF ané to prevent any possible splits. This
led to their adopting a policy that Gordon Haskell has described as being the
"policemen of the left wing" in the SP-SDF.

This policy we of the left wing clearly designated as capitulation to the
social democracy. We pointed out that this would lead to further and further
ideological retreats and finally to the liquidation of our tendency in any
forn. The events over the past few months have proved this contention to the
hilt. Conrade Draper has in fact come out and labelled Shachtnman's proposal as
Usysteratic political adaptation to the social democracy.” I cean add little
to this blunt statenent.

TIhe left wing, on the other hand, called for a broad regrouprient of rad-
ical youth within the framework of the YSL (see Declaration on page ¢ - Bd.).
We felt that the YSL as it was founded, as a broad enti~copitelist and anti-
Stalinist youth novenent, could play a tremendously progressive role in re~
grouping Auerica's radical youth and in offering itself as an alternative to
those youth recently involved in the Stalinist youth novenment.

We proceeded to organize a broad caucus on this basis. All of us had our
differences and we still do have on the Russian question, the SWP, Huncary, etcs
However we all agreed in rejecting the right wing's proposal of liquidation
into the social democracy end in posing as a positive alternative the YSL as a
basis for regroupuent of America's radical youth.

At the tine of the last plenun the atnosphere was poisoned by several
organizational natters. A4 suppression of one of my docunments had been commit-
ted by the right wing and in the course of defending this indefensible act sone
of the rightewingers actually suscested expulsion. BSince that tine lurking
behind the entire discussion was the threat of some sort of organizational
neasure on the part of the right wing as o "solution" to the political problen
they faced. We of the left winghave done our best to steer clear of such
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organizational wrangles and %o emphasise the political igsues.

Over the ensuing nonths an interesting series of events occurred. On the
one hand the right wing's approach to unity becane narrower and narrower, and
on the other hand the left wing opened itself up in a broader and broader way
as the events developed. This has continued until there can be no doubt to
any political person as to the nature of the contending forces and the direc-
tion of their nmovement. The right wing's developnment for the past few nonths
can be discussed under three headings? ideological capitulation; £licht

‘away fron genuine regroupnent; and discipline, discipline, and nore discipline.

In order to get an impression of the ideological capitulation of the
Joint ISL-YSL right wing, or what Draper cells heving one's ideas Wbent,
fitted, filed, rubbed down, carved, trinnecd or cold-storaged so as to ingrat-
iate us as good dogs with the SP right wing®, I will discuss two topics seen~
ingly unrelated to the present unity controversy. Reecently the right wing
cane out with an analysis of the Hungarian revolution. I attenpted by a series
of amendnents to clarify certain vague sections and in this way to bring outb
clearly what the right wing was driving at, I soon found out. In order not
to appear too revolutionary in the eyes of the social denocracy,; even in
far—off Hungary, ithe right wing has retreated from a Leninist analysis of a
revolutionary situation, I suggested that we call for workers democracy in
Hungary, not Jjust demnocracy in general, This was rejected. I suggzested that
we raise the overall tactical demand of all power to the workers councils.
This was rejected. I suggested that we call for the formation of a revolu-
tionary party in Hungery in order to lead the anti-Stalinist revolution to
victory. This was rejected. I called for a direct condemnation of the call
for nilitary intervention by the UN, This was rejected. Thus we see that in
order to remain "good dogs" with the social democrats the right wing refuses
even in Hungary to ralse the necessary revolutionary deneande that would bring
the working class to powers

Another execnple cccurred nore recently and is the nost surprising of all.
Hoting the general %rend of the noverent of the ISL and YSL right wing, in
one of ny rash nemenis I suggested that soon these comrades would be in a )
position of supporiing the Democratic Party. I nust admit that I really did
not believe that such a position would actually Dbe proposed by the PC for the
coning ISL convention. However I stand corrected. I have been guilty of
underestinating the extent of the ideological flight to t?e right of the ISL.
Once such a flight as this begins there is no stopping half way.

The recent PC resolution on the subject comes out against socialists
running cendidates against those endorsed by the labor bure;ucracy —— 1.Ba,
agoinst the Democrats. Its reasoning is much the soue as that of the SDE,
erbodied in the Miemorandun of Understanding.Y The ISL feels we sho%ld not
tell the workers, "Don't vote for Mr. Democrat', and certginly nO?, Wote
Socialist." Thus we see the extreme nature of the ISL's adgptatlon to the
lebor bureaucracy as well as to the social dewocracy- Quegtions that one.
thouzht were settled years ago are now being re-opened with the ISL adﬁpﬁlng
fand the ISL.riibt wing olways following) what Shachtman used to cell "the
warned over ashes fron the cozy fireside of yefornism, class collaborationisen,
and socizl patriotism.”




In recent months, with the whole regroupuent perspective opening up, the
YSL right wing has been scurrying in the opposite direction. When approached
by the SWP youth with a proposal of the entry of these youth into the ISL they
flatly said no. This is contrary to the attitude adopted at the last convention
of the ISL permnitting dual nenbership in the SWP, and it certeainly runs con~
trary to eny clains of building a broad youth movenent representing various
tendencies within its ranks. In order to noke the natter doubly sure, the
right wing, on the basis of an inpending resolution barring SWP youth, possed
a notion on the NAC refusing &he adnittance of SWP youth before the convention.
With this stroke the right wing made the convention resolution - yet to be
voted om by the membership ~- binding in the preeonvention period. The net
result of this was the turning down of the gpplication of a ¥YSL conradels wife,
who Jjust happened to belong to the state capitelist tendency inside of the SWP
and would have made a fine addition to our orgzanization.

Seconaly, the right wing seens to have developed an attitude of barring
fron nenbership all those it feels will support the left wing once in the YSL.
It has turned down the menbership of a forner conrade of considerable standing,
two comrades I recruited in Denver, and has recently tabled action on a conrade
I recruited in Philadelphia (see statement p.13). All signs point to a policy
of closing the doors to all except supporters of the right wing. Harrington
blatantly states that the right wing has been recruiting supporters to its
point of view during the preconvention period and is thus in a strong position.

However the crucial indication of the direction of the right wing is its
attitude towards the American Forum for Socialist Education. This national
forun group was set up by A. J. Muste, whom I am sure you know and remenber
for his address at the YSL founding convention. The purpose of this forum is
to regularize the discussion that has been going on -- to ensure that it is
conducted on an all~inclusive basis and %o spread the forun discussions hor-
izontally into new areas. The reaction of the ISL and YSL right wing to this
pronising developnent was identicel with the right wing of the SP-SDF. They
refused to participate in it because of its "stalinoid complexion" and other
sectarian considerations. Thus in one corner facing the wall was the ISL and
YSL rizht wing together with their pals of the SP-SDF right wing, and in the
other corner was the entire radical public including the left wing of the SP-~
SDF. In reality, therefore, prior to the entry of the ISL and YSL right wing
into the SP-SDF they lined up with the right wing of the SP-SDF azainst the
SP-SDF left wing.

While Shachtnen stood aside, the SP-SDF under the intense pressure of the
witchhunt noved against its left wing ant attenpted to force its nenbers off
the Forun national cormittee. DMcReynolds capitulated but the rest held fast
and in fact others in the SP-SDF joined the Forun in protest. I understend
the SP~SDF right wing is right now bringing charges against the left wing,
with Shochtnan in tacit agreenent with the risght wing in its actions. It is
not hard to understend why the left-wingers in the SP-SDF feel closer to the
left wing of the YSL then the right. The left wing of the ¥SL came out in
solid support of 4y J. Muste and the Forum. a&s a sbtep of defiance to the
witchhunters and their frieands in the social democracy, and with the full sup-
port of the left wing, I Jjoined (as an individual) the Forum. Thus aF the
first public neeting of the Forun last week I addressed 600 péopl? wh%le the
right wing was forced to do ineffectual "opponents" work of distribution and
raising hostile questions fron the floor.




The reality of the right wing's line is therefore beconing clearer every
dey. Instead of participating in a real regroupnent of radicd youth forces in
Anerica, it retreats fron the regroupment discussion. Its "regroupment™ pro-
posal is a narrow "exclusive! deal with the rizght wing of the social denoc-
racy. 1% is even having froubles consumating this.

The Left Wing Caucus, on the other hand, stands for a broad, principled
regroupnent of all radical youth forces that stend in opposition to capitalisn
and Stalinisn. We stand for full participation in the regroupnent discussion
and therefare offer our wholehearted support to the American Forun. 4s a
result of this principled, yet non-sectarian approach, youth throughout the
country are rallying to our proposals. Our caucus menbership has nearly
tripled since we started just a few months aco. It includes the nost varied
section of youth you can find anywhere —- anarchists, Shachtmanites, Cannon-
ites, ex-~LYLers, Cochranites, state capitelists ~- it includes fresh new
elenents, as well as those who have been in our novenent for ten years or so.
Further, we find support from all quarters ~— from the SWP youth, from many
ex~Lilers, fron sup%?rters of the American Socialist, and even from SP and
YPSL nmenbers (see P - E&,).

Out of fear of the growing strength and influence of the Left Wing with-
in the ranks of the YSL, and the growing respect for it in the eyes of the
general radicel public, the Right Wing responded with =~ discipline, discipline,
and nore discipline. I do not intend to go into a tedious explanation of the
charges and counter-charges. These are tertiary questions. Of great import-
ance, however, is the general approach and tenor of these disciplinary threats.
The YSL Right Wing is developing a concept of a tight, disciplined youth
novenent whose nenbership is tied to the ISL and whose only goal is its own
liquidation into the SP-SDF. Any resistance to this line nust be overcone,
by expulsions if necessary. At present the Right Wing is preparing a long
dossier gined at ny expulsion. It is also preparing constitutional and other
changes which will nake it inpossible for the left wing to present its views
in public. It also will bar dual nenbership or relations with the SWP.
Furthernore it will prevent the recruitment to the YSL of any who support the
left wing. By this series of moves the right wing intends either to force
out the left wing, representing at least a quarter of the membership, or
force it to capitulate in such a way that it in reality will not exist. Ob-
viously no one in the left wing has any intention of capitulating, and we all
look upon this combined action against nyself and a general "leninist!
tightening of the organization as the declaration of a de faclto expulsion.
Such a de facto expulsion will be followed shortly by a de jure one, we are
convinced. A4t the coming convention we on our part will do all in our power
to prevent such a rupture in the YSL.

The choice posed before you is a fundemental one: Either you solidarize
yourself with the right wing, which is retreating from revolutionary social-
isn and adapting its ideology and orsanizational perspectives %o the social
democracy, or you solidarize yourself with the left wing, which is deternined
to build a stronz nmilitant and broad radical youth movenent, opposed to both
reformisn and Stalinisn, which can attract youth fron the foraer Stalinist
youth movenent as well as the fresh forces now entering the radical scene.

It is with the left wing that the future of revolutionary socialisn lies.

Fraternally,
Tin Wohlforth
Menber WAC, Secretary, lefi-

Wing Caucus.




ISL IFFT-WING DECLARATION

The National Executive Committee has adopted a resolution
calling for unity with the Socialist Party-Social Democratic
Federation, This action calls into question the continued ex-
istence of the YSL as an independent organization of revolution-
ary socialist youth.

The NEC resolution states that it is for unity on the basis
of the present political program of the SP-SDF. This program is
reactionary and anti-sociglist. In world politics the SP=SDF
supports U.S., imperialism and its basic policies. In American
politics the SP=-SDF supports the labor bureaucracy and its
alliance with the Democratic Party.

Genuine democratic socialism has nothing in common with these
policies. On the contrary, the socialist movement can be built
only by politiecal struggle against the class-collaborationist
and pro-imperialist politics of the social-democracy.

If the YSL unites with the SP-SDF it will be abandoning this
struggle =~ as is already shown by the refusal of the YSL nat-
ional leadership to criticize the SP-SDF in public, and by the
refusal of this national leadership to attempt to recruit mem-
bers from the SP-SDF into our organization,

We are members of the YSL because we want to assist in the
formation of a revolutionary democratic socialist youth movemert
in the U.S. We are not sectarians. We are willing to unite with
all socialist-minded youth on the basis of the minimum program
of genuine socialism: independent political action of the work-
ing class and the oppressed peoples here and everywhere through-
out the world, against both Stalinist and e~apitalist oppressors.

We consider that the basic question posed by the proposgl for
unity with the SP=-SDF is: either to build the YSL on a socialist
political basis or to liquidate the YSL in its present form on
the basis of the anti-socialist politics of the S$P-SDF,

We believe that this is a question of such vital importance
that it is our duty to form a caucus in order to prgsent our views
to the members of the League and to save the socigllst yguth
movement from the political disaster of the ¥SL liguidating it-

self into the SP-SDF.

We call on all members of the YSL who remain_commit?ed to
building a real socialist youth movement here, in America, and
now, in 2957, to dioin with ne in thiz uandertaking.

- Signed:




LEFT WING CAUCUS LiOW HaS 34 MEMBERS!

11 JOIWED IH OWE MONTH!

The following 34 present or pending nenbers of the YSL are now menbers
of the Left-Wing Caucus. The eleven new menbers of the caucus, who have
joined in the last month, are designated by an asterisk. Statenents of
nenbers upon Jjoininz the caucus appear on the pages following this section.

Hew York Unit

Tin Wohlforth, UTAC, LEC, forner nenber llew York Exec.
Danny Freenan .
Sharon Gold (see page ll)
Marths Wohlforth, former nenber Hew York Exec.
* George Larrabee (see oo
* Russ Jones (see page

‘Philadelphia
* Arthur F Chairnan Three Arrows Club, Temple University (see p.13 )

Dayton Area Unit

Shane Mage, LEC

Judy Mage, HEC alternate
Herschel Kaninsky

John L., :

Chicazo Unit

Scott Arden, NEC Alternate, Former YSL National Secretary
John Worth
Margaret Collins

* Frank A. Basch (see pagell )

* Bill Stone, WEC Alternate {see pageld )

* Jane Stoune (sece page™_)

* Jacki Booth (see page 12y

Denver

* Hornen H.
* Mary Jane H.

(Continued on Following Page)




Berkeley Youn=z Socialist Club, YSL

Jin Robertson, Chairman, former NEC nenmber
Roger Plunb, Vice—chsirman

Bill Durand, former HEC alternante

Stan Larssen

A. Thorstein

Geraxrcd Abel

B. Gibetsky

Enily Cavalli

Richard Kenny (see page 25)

San Francisco Young Socialist Club, ¥YSL

Marion Syrek, Jr., provisional choirnan
Dave Carleton

Alex Kitson

Pony Steffen

Los Angeles Unit

Jerry Friednan

STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE LEFT WING CAUCUS

After attending several neetings of the YSL and hearing the viewpoints
of the right wing and the left wing, I have decided that the Left-Wing Caucus
has the correct spproach to socialist youth regroupnent. Knowing the direc-
tion of the right wing of the YSL, and knowing the party it is trying to
enter, I cannot lend ny support to the right wing and I shall give ample
reason for this position. ‘

1. The Sociclist (?) Party does not defend the principles of socialisn,
econonically, politically, or philosophically.

2, The Sociclist (7) Party is run by dictatorial bureaucrats who have sold
their socialist heritage for so~called capitalist respectebility and com-
pronises

I have therefore decided to join and give my full support to the
Left-Wing Ceaucus.

- Russell Jones, NYC

{More statenents on following pages}




The right wing's froposal to regroup "democratic socialists! within the
SP-SDF should cause all serious soclalists to pause and take a long look at
the SP~SDF. The SP-SDF is a tight right-wing organization; their attitude
towards regroupnent is not at all that of an all-inclusive party. The whole
history of the SP since the time of the Russian Revolution has been that of
expelling all left-wing tendencies whenever they threatened the rule of the
right.

The whole regroupnent proposition of the right wing then comes into
question. Do we want a regroupnent consisting only of what the SP~SDF colls
Mdenocratic socialists™ (or in franker moments "social denocrats)? Letls
take a good look at these so~called M"democrats." The SP-SIF speaks for
"denocracy” by speaking for American Imperialisn. They make it quite clear in
the "Memorandun of Understanding" that they support HATO troops to protect
that other euphemisn, the "free world." If support of the imperialist and
reactionary ains of capitalism is synonymous with "democracy™ acecording to
the SP-SDF then I, for one, want no part of this party.

To say that the SP-SDF supports capitalisn simply because of their fear
of Stalinisn is to be completely naive. The SP-SDF is not new to politics.
1t is its lack of a revolutionary progran which has led them to becone a
right-wing social~denocratic sect., A4nd it is the YSL Right Wingls lack of a
revolutionary progran that has led it to chase after the SP-SDF and becone
social democrats in the process.

Therefore I believe that the Left-Wing Caucus has the only progran for a
viable regrouping of socialist youth ~~ a progran of opposition to both
capitalisn and Stalinisn. It is for these reasons that I have been actively
participating in the Left Wing of the YSL these past few nonths.

— Sharon Gold, NYC

I agree with the YSL Left-Wing Declaration. I also find the SP-BDF
views on the Anerican Forun and the ¥YSL Right Wing's views on the American
Forun and on nenbership in YSL of SWPers irreconcilable with their views
on a broad "Debsian" party and broad socialist youth orzanization. I
intend to build the YSL to be a true socialist youth league.

« Frank A. Basch, Chicago

(Further statements and articles supporting the

Left-Wing Caucus sppear on following pages.)
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Pending ny appeal for nembership in the YSL to the Hational Convention
in July, I wish to stabe here ny agreenment with the position teken by the
Lef t~Wing Caucus in the dispute on regroupnent. I an in agreenent with the
basic prenises of YSL membership, as stated in the YSL Constitution; I wish
to help build a broad, inclusive youth organization.

Since the nost important need on the left is unity on a sound, even if
nininal, basis of soclalist jpolitics, the worst thing thet any soclalist
could do would be to unite with, or Jjoin, another organization for the sole
purpose of nmaneuvering, or disrupting the work of that organization. Nothing
could hurt ny own party, the SWP, more than to work, while claining to build
the ¥SL, for its disruption. This is just cormon sense.

I agree with the Left Wing's attitude toward socialist regroupnent,
particularly in the youth field, because I feel that it best expresses the
healthy desire of socialist youth to avoid the hostility and fragnentation on
the left. I do not wish to conceal ny political differences —- even where
they exist with nenbers of the Left Wing =~ but insist that the regroupment of
socinlists will facilitate more than anything else the resolution of these
differences in a progressive fashion.

As I soid at the beginning, I sgree with this as the basic prenmise of
YSL nembership. I do not think, however, that this end can be accomplished
through entry into the SP--SIF.

— Jacki Booth, Chicago
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Al APPEAL FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE YSL*

——

Fron arthur F
Chairrmen, Three ai.ows Club
Temple University, Philacdelphig

To the Hational Action Cormittee, ¥YSL:

On Saturcey, June 8, I received the harrowing information that, contrary
to ny impression otherwise, I never subnitted an application for neribership
(albeit verbally) and never received progress reports on the possidble accep—
tance of ny application fron the Philadelphia Organizing Comnittee of the YSL,
I was really nonplussed and. hoped that this action was not part of a conscious
atterpt on the part of the YSL to keep out all applicants whose synpatkhies lie
with the Left-Wing Caucus. Incidentally, if this treatment of ny application
is not a conscious atterpt at exclusion, then it is undeniably a case of gross
negligence on the part of those who are supposed to be organizing a nation-
wide socialist youth novenen »++ 2 novenent whose generation is charged with
the task of struggling for the socialist reconstruction of society.

In any event, althoush I did apply several months 8¢0 to the Philadelphia
9rganizing Committee of the Y5L, I en hereby fornmally applying directly to the
HAC of the YSL for immediate adnission to the YSL, I understand that since
there is no unit in Philadelphia the NAC has the final decision in this matter.
I know of several other persons in the area who will join a Philadelphia unit
of the YSL if they learn that ny application has been eccepted. They are not
willing to join the YSL on the narrow basis on which it has been functioning
in Philadelphia, but the acceptance of 1y application would indicate to then
the broad nature of the YSL..

I hove been following the YSL closely for at least the past year. When
the Philadelphia organizing committee set up its activities, I was in constant
and close contact with that connittee, attending, without excepbtion to ny
knowledze, every bi-weekly political discussion progran offerred as well as
informal discussion at which ny uenbership in the YSL was stronsly urgced.

The past year has been one of political developnent for ne to the point
where, when the gquestion of nenbership was first posed to me, I could not see
the necessity or urgency for Joining. I have not had a history of Joining
orgenizations; in fact I have never before subnitted an application to a

* Editorial note: After waiting for nonths to have his application acted
on by the YSL, Comrade arthur's application finally reached the HAC on June
19. The right wing responded with haste to ... table the application. If
this application is actually turned down Ly the ITaC, it will fit into the
pattern of excluding supporters of the left wing. This pattern has so far
affected Elmer Simms, a lons~tine nember of the YSL and not even a nenber of
the Left-Wing Caucus, but a person who has had & history of struggle acainst
the right wing. A4Also two fine Denver conrades have been turned down, a8 has
the application of a YSL conrade's wife who is a nember of the SWP.
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political tendency of any sort. Thus, something nust have occurred to bring
about this application for nenbdership.,

My politics are well known to the Philadelphia organizing comnittee., I
an in basic agreenment with those who characterize the Soviet Union ag o dezen~
erated workers state and who advocate the unconditional defense of that state
against inperialisn while standing with the Soviet workers in firn opposition
to the Stalinist bureaucracy. There are, of course, many other important
points which sone nmight think should be mentioned in order to give an idea of
ny thinkings. However, the Position of an individual on the Russian question ~
as I have recently heardg Max Shachtnan declare (ond I quite agree) —— denar-
cates, if only in an over-simplified nanner, the basic politics of that
individual.

1 nentioned that sonething nust have occurred to bring about an unprece-
dented application for nenbership in a radical orgenization. The well-known
energence of the Left-Wing Caucus is that occurrence, That is, & left wing
which calls for opening the doors of the YSIL to all revolutionary socialisi
youth.

L an interested in the YSL as the prospective center of a regroupnent of
socialist youth forces in this country ~- not a regroupnent where you take two
sticks from one pot, a couple fron another, and so.on, then put these in g
single pot which contains the sane sticks that you sterted with except now
they are in one place. The perspective is broader than that. It concerns the
layers of untapped youth which could be reached by such an organization as the
one proposed. I think that the work I have done on the Temple canpus for the
past year or so is enough to convince ne that such youth are not nere wishful
thinking. Furthernore, to igmore what used to be cornsidered Stalinist youth
in a period where the reception by these youth of anti-Stalinist revolutionary
ldeas has a greater chance than ever before is a criminal error. Thus the
organization should be a broad one that can appeal to the former Stalinist
youth and to the new elenents on canpus.

Thet the YSL is not what I want it to be is selfwevident. I shall not
attenpt an indictment of YSL policy, since that is not called for; ny basic
views on that policy are partially embocdied in the resolutions and proposals
of the Left-Wings Caucus.

I nay be asked whether loyalty to an organization can possibly flow fron
such an outlook at the inception of nenbership. But let's put it another
ways Cannot the nejority's loyalty to the YSL be questioned, should it screen
out minority applicants in defiance of its purpose of building the organiza-~
tion? Thus I feel ny solidarity from the start with the Left Wing is a
principled position, when in fact I see it as the viable section of the YSL,
a group with ideas that have a significant perspective, and a group to which
I an hoppy to offer my support and services,

-~ June 16, 1957
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WHICH SIDE We ARE O

by Bill and Jane Stone

Mach of the sound and fury of this pre~convention discussion has not been
unduly charged with signilicance, yet important points have emerged, Whatever
minoy differences exist in the majority leadership, this leadership has assem-
bled together its heads and emerged with the proposal to put all its eggs in
one basket~—that tradition bhound, made in U,3,A, receptacle, the SP-SDF,
Comrade Arlon, one of these realists of the Ashcan School, has presented a
"hraft Special Resolubtion! which apparently has managed to achieve some hithere
to nonextant statuswe~that of "pending (majority) resolution,! Although this
status is apparently one which the HAC finds difficult to distinguish from that
merited by a resolution passed by a convention, Arlon!s document certainly
deserves special recognition; it clearly spells out the majority perspective,
He proposes, "The Young Socialist League rezards the unification of democratic
soclalists as its primary activity in the period following this CONVEITion s se
Tnity between the Lndependent socialist League, bLhe oociallist Partymsocial
Democrotic Federation, and the ¥SL shall be given first priority at all times,
even over the mmerical growth of the ¥5I," This resolution clearly illuse
trates the majority position that unity with the SP-SDF is a consumation de-
voutly to be wished-~and worked for at any cost, Faced with a tactic apotheo~
sized into a universal panacea, those who attempt to vote with their feet by
dragging them, while staying on the bandwagon, will be looking at bloody anklese
Having no other perspective but this unity, the leadership will be in no posi-
tion to place any demands upon the SP-SDI; feeble hopes couched in such phrases
as "as much autonomy as possible" must remain wistful sighs of aspiration, For
the fact is, the YSL majority, following the lead of the played out ISL, has
developed o line by which they can only lower bthemselves into the well of s0=
eial democratic comradeship. It is as no mere maneuver, but rather a conside
ered evaluation of the role of our tendency in this period, that the Pied
Pipers march us "Column Right,! If entry into the SP-SDF is the only indicated
course, it is obviously not of prime importance how it is pursued, Treading
the only path of righbeousness, we must enter the portals (hopefully neglecting
40 gbandon hepe) however strait the gate, ¥ith such commditments, the raising
of a serice of guaiifying democratic demands for unity is as reasonable as
blulfing ab show-down poker,

The right wing, then, stands for unity, In order to achieve it with a
minimm of friction, they are willing to jettison the ballast of the left wing
and careen foreward with an organization of streamlined singlemindedness. To
coin a phrase, the situation has polarized, It has become increasingly im-
possible to play a Meuntrist! role. In Chicago, for cxample, the majority has
assembled a phalanx through the raised factional sh®.21ds of which few darbs of
objective reason can pievce, e cite as onec symptomatic instance the case of
Blmer Simms, Aften »ieeiving the HAC position rejeshbing Simms! application
for membership, and Cornwade Timls protest against its action, the Chicago unit
adopted a position supporting the 1AC, The Chicago motion was quoted in the
NAC minutes; it was written by one of the present writers. The final sentegce
of his proposed stotement was deleted by factional vote. It called more}y for
a simple democratic courtesys As Comrade Simms had applied for membership
before the deadline of convention franchise, it requested that should he, upon
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furthor consideration; be admitted to the ¥8I, he be granted a vote for dolce
gatoes, A_small matter perhaps, but onc which hclped to convince us that it
was the final hour whon cach must stand in his place, In determining our
placc we have had to cut through a mumber of sccondary considerations in order
to base ourselves on ‘tho fundamenbal politics involved,

Foromost among these sccondary considerations are our objcctions to as-
peets of the functioning of the Left Wing Caucus, UWe have alrcady indicated
our opposition to admitting Simms into the ¥SL. This is bub onc of the Left
Wingts tactics which wo feel to be incorrect. They have insistently refcrred
to the undomocratic naturc and actions of the majority lecadership. Albthough
this ingistance is not tolally unjustified, it has been, at leasb, overdone,:
We rejoct also much of the polemical terminology introduced bty the Left Wing,
notably the exprossion "State Department socialism." This oxpression involves
an incxact understanding of both the right wing and the State Department; in
any casc it does little to further the discussion. Although the IWC as a
whole has not taken a position on natlonal stalinism, thce Chinesc Revolution,
ctce, we rogret, rather than ignore, the fact that the impetus for the caucus?
formation came, in large measure from comradcs whosc positions on thesc lssucs
wc feel to be ervoncous, Equally to be recognized and deplored arc the il-
Jusions which certain Left Wingers hold rogarding the SWP, In spite of the
importance given to this issuc by the majority (and the SWP) an cxomination of
the facts shows that the IIIC as a whole is ncither interested in being, nor
likely %o become, in the clever phrasc of the Philadelphia comrades, Connon
foddor, Any ambiguity on this quecstion, in so far as it is present in the
Qaucus, we shall attempt to scc removeds

Were purcly tactical considerations involved, these objections to the LWC
would assume greater importance, The mojority oricntation, however, while
motivated by a varicty of bases, involves an ossential reevaluation of social-
ist perspectives, Albeit a certain concatenation of circumstances (the sit-
uation in tho SP~SDF, pressures of the witch-hunt, the breaking up of the
stalinist movement, etc.), has called into being this orientation, its signifi-
cance and implication transcend the immediacics of tho quotidian strugglc, It
is unfortunate, if understandable, that the majority has seen fit to introduce
their orientation with little concern for its real implications. Optimistic
guesses as to the hundreds or thousands of impatient ex's and vague unaffiliated
radicals that moy be trembling with second-hand maldenly desires for the
SP-SDF should only Comrade Shactman be thrown in with the dowery, oceanically
inappropriate ansloghtes with the British Labor Party, vivid remini.scences
dredged from history books as to the vitality of the Debsian tradition, or
gtupendously shrewd stethoscopic observations which conclude thot the American
working class is anti-stalinist, offer an inadequate substitute for real pol-

. itical analysis. Though sketchy, the Meier-Berg document must be welcomed

as one of the few attempts to deal with any of the more fundamental questions,
Tt would be unfair to give it less than the extended discussion which we might
undertake had we but spacc cnough and time; as it is, we will discuss some of

the more immediate and frequent majority arguments.

Given the gemerally demoralized nature of the American left and its con-
sequentsearch for some form of renovation, it would be noive to assume that the
current regroupment discussions have boen coused only by the situation in the
CP. Nevertheless, the stolinists are the single most important factor in these
discussions. The majority's attention to the stalinists reduces to a deter-
mination not to provide them with a "half-woy house® and a statement that a
good scgment of thom arc also secking an opening to the right. In so far as
this latbter is true, it contradicts the formor; for the scarch of many staline
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ists and stalinoids for an opening to the vight and a breaking out of iso-

lation is difficult %o satiate short of activiby in o mass movement or the
Democratic Party. The SP-SDF is not likely to be a very attractive mognet
for those stalinist types intercsted in o mass arena, Of course the comrades
mean by half-way house one which 1s ‘neither stalinist nor anti-stalinist;
thelr mansion is high in the pure air, and they have no intention of assiste
ing any stalinist in ascending to its heighis, Though the way of the puni- -
tent pilgrim be arduous, the Celestial City of the SP-SDF-ISL-YSL awalts hime
Although we should have no interest in providing any cover for stalinist polw-
itics, a refusal to extend ourselves cven to the cxtent of participating in
the ASFE is hardly an approach calculated to give us any influential role in
furthering the development of true socialist politics among the stalinists and
their sympathizers. But compared with the purity of their enti-stalinism this
role is of no significance to the majority, This above all, the majority ad-
vises, to thine anti~stalinism be true, and it must follow as the hacks the
line,. thou canst not then be neccessarily unattractive to the working class,

If the problem were really a cholce between atbracting the working class or
dissident stalinists, the choice would not be difficult, Bubt if anyone seri-
ously believes that this is the case, we can only advisc him that there is a
difference in ripeness involved. A policy which utilizes a principle, even
as correct and neccssary a principle as anti-stalinism, as o justification
for avoiding meaningful and fruitful political cctivity, can only be described
as sectarian, The majority!s attitude, exemplified by its position regarding
the Muste Forum, well deserves this description,

Having accused the majority of sectorianism, it would be stondard opera-
ting proceedure for us to reverse the proverbial coin, As much as we would
like to do this, it would be unfair, for they can only be termed would-be
opportunists. Whatever perhaps opportunistic positions they and their co-
thinkers in the ISL have talen, such as théir line on the labor probe, their
strateglcal orientation canmot be so termed, for it lacks a foundation in
reality. It would be an actucll;~ opportunistic move, and one based on an
extremely mechanical conception of historical development, for a third camp
socialist tendency to quite subordinate its politics in order to influence a
secment of lobor toward the development of & labor party. Vhile the labor
party slogon retains ibs validity, it should not assume undisputed precedence
in determining socialist functioning. Bulb however mach the majority micht
like to think that their unity with the social democracy would increase sig-
nificontly their influence on the labor movement, there is as 1ittle reason
as there has been supporting argumentation to cause amyone to sce this ine
fluence cxtending beyond that 1ittle which the social democracy already enjoys
with the labor bureaucracy, This is another instonce of the najorityls con~
fusing stratery and tactics through a magnification of the latter coused by
an unwillingness to view the objective situation realistically. It is a hope
born of despair,

From such a hope arises the majorityls appraisal of the SP-SDF¢ Ve ree-
frain fran references bo capitulation, the comfort of avolding the subversive
1ist, the zeneral import of social pressures, etc., but something othe? than
realism must be operative in the majorityls confusion of a sanctuary with an
arcna, In sclecting the SP-5DI' as a center for socialist regroupycnt, Ehe
majority resolution speaks of that partyts suitability for "a varletz of
peasons." Its arcuments are based on "the gencral choracter of the SP.*"

The SP is "by tr,dition and fact" broad and stands for "socialism.in gereral, !
and so, if we enber, can serve as 'a pole of attroction around which many
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could rglly."' ?Because of its name, tradition, and general character” the
SP~SDFQ18 in this kcoy position. As there is nothing parbticularly catchy or
euphonious a@out the title Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation, we may
assu@e.that its nome is o subpoint under tradition or history. Regoarding this
tradition and history many good and bad things may be said. The good things
are morc "historical! than the bad. Debs belonged to the SP. The SLP can
claim Deleon (an admirable figure in many woys in our opinion and Lenints), the
TWW can claim Bill Haywood and Joe Hill, and the Republicans, Lincoln. Auld
lync sync apart, can anyone seriously claim that a trodition of free democratic
discussion and all-inclusiveness is the tradition of the SP? The majority
comrades apparently have an imperfect understonding of the situation within the
SP cven during the days of Debs. It was not just %he party of Debs." In spite
of his strong personal appeal to the rank and file and voters, he functioned in
o somewhat tangontial relation (involving scrious factionnl struggle) to the
real structure of power in the party. We ask the majority comrades if the left
wing of the old SP should have been willing to "freese their politics" and not
have formed the Comminist Party? In amy case, if this Debsian tradition has
continued %o be significantly operative in the SP, why is that party what it is
today? It would seem that we are being prescnted with a modified IKD approach
which rojects the historical oxpericnces of the last forty years to return to a
pre=1918 situation in which it is hoped there may be found some animation
which has been suspended, The unfortunate fact is that the Amorican working
class in goneral has no particular concern today with the Socialist Party, whate
cver may be its tradition. Thosc pcople whom we arc likely to atbtract will be
attracted, we might hope, through a concern with prescent polities rather than
past glories, While it is not true that the SP stonds for !socialism in gene
eral" (whatever the hell this means), a proposal of merger with another sect is
qualitatively diffcrent than forming a Politics Club, Achiecving socialist re-
groupment is a process as difficult os it is desirable. It is not to be ac-
complished through thc ecsy solution of dissolution and support of a recruiting
drive of any of the cxisting sccts, espccially when that gsect is extremely
dubious about accepting recruits, We have scen no evidence to convince us that
othor socialist tendencies share the YSL majority’s enthusiasm for the SP-SDF.
Indced, the SP-SDF!s own loft wing secms to have some difference with our
majority in approach to the regroupment question. If we arc sincerely intereste
ed regroupment, rather than in gaining rospectability, we must avoid an orien-
totion that at best leads to a premature crystalization of the prescently fluid
situation on the American left, and at worst, leads to an unjustificd stifling
of our third camp politics.

Tor all of our belief in the validity of these politics, we take no secc-
tarian approach. It is true thot the difficultics facing the Amcricon sociale
ist movement today cannot be solved by any mere realignment of existing radi-
cals, Wevertheless the current "objective situation" offers hopeful possibil-
ities for a lessoning of the fragmentation of the left and for broadening and
strengthening our movement. The crisis of world stelimism is the primory cause
of the prosently fluid state of the Amcrican left in which much discussion of
rogroupment is taking place. The ¥SL, broad in nature ond essentially the only
socialist youth organization in the £icld, is in an ideal position to gain from
this situation. In order ‘o do this, however, it mst be willing to sincerely
explore various possibilities such as the AFSE, Any perspective which finds in
one of the oxisting sccts a panacea is to be rejected, For this rcason we
oppose the majority position; to its orientation to the right, we counter?osc
a policy of contimuing to build the YSL and increasing our efforts to achicve
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a regroupment on the loft.

We arc told that this perspective, that of the Left Wing, is impractical;
it would make of our orgonization a raiding ground that would be most likely
to fall victim to the SWP, It is truc that this perspective offers difficul-
ties. Any extended existance of a youth group without adult support is as une
desirable as it is impracticals The situation is not concoived of as a per-
manent onc, howcver, Varlous possiblc practical solutions could be achicved,
onc of which 1s suggested by the resolution of the Nowark comrades, In any
casc, impractical as it may be, we should not barter our politics for some
officc spacc and a poage in a newspeper. The csscntial opposition to this
oricntation, howover, i1s onc which is also applicable to any form of rcgroup-
menb, If the majority comrades really believe that it is impossible for
various tendencies to function together in a single orgonization with 2 come
mon minimal program acting not as commandos, we must doubt the sincerity of
their belief in the feasibility of any regroupment, Surcly the YSL is in ot
lcast as favorable position as a "pole of attraction" in the youth ficld as
the SP-SDF is in the adnlt,

We find oursclves, then, in fundameontal agrecment with the Left Wing
Caucus, In joining them at this time we have in mind two objects. We wish,
first of all, to do what we can to keccp the YSL sufficiently broad and non=
monolithic in order that a split may be avoided; and sccondly, we wish to ine
fluence the IWC to aet responsibly and to resist SWP blandishments,

Comrades, whatever notes of lovity may have inadvertantly crept into the
precoeding, we wish to emphasize the scriousness which detcermines our position,
Claiming by right of o combined total of some cightcen years in the radical
movement some small share of what Comrade Harris refers to as the YSL tradi-
tion, we foel Wd:hot motivated by any infantile leftism in taking our stand,
Because of our desire for socialist regroupment and our confidence in revolu-
tionary third camp politics, we join the Left Wing Caucus,
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LEFT UNITY AS & WEAPON AGAINST PHONEY SOCIALISH

[}

By Geoxge Larrabeé
Former member, ILabor Youth League

The position of the Left Wing Caucus seems to me to be the most intelligent
example of the approach needed in the contemporary struggle for socialism,

In order to bring to bear the fullest amount of militant socialist pressure
against reaction, the two ¥socialist® camps that stand as stumbling blocks in
this fight must be elininated. One is %Stalinism%, which is a system of collec-
tivist bureaucracies that put acrossdeals with capitalism once having gained
state power, and the other is Pyellow socialism', better known as "social democ~
racy” (which I think is too good a name for these jackals), which serves as a
leftish anchor of out-and-out bourgeois politics.

Only a left that rejects totalitarianism and imperialism under any name,
whether committed by the Mollets or Khrushchevs, can have a future in this tyrant
and imperialist-scarred world. Only a left that fully embraces democracy (with-
out using "democracy" to capitulate to the reformists) can attract new people,
the best, most sensitive, people, for the future struggles. These tenets should
not be given up as even a temporary tactic.

To delay for tactical reasons in the fight against Yellow Socialism and
Stalinism is to prolong the misery of the world. Stalinism and reformism are
historically doomed because they act as a brake on progress, but they are dying
all too slowly. This is the crime of those who orient towards the SP-SDF as a
"nore advantageous" position from which to fight capitalism. Crawling and
kissing Norman Thomas' feet is no way to advance the welfare of mankind.

‘ But I realize at this time that there is no stopping the Shachtmanite

Right Wing of the YSL from its SP surrender. I can only ask that those with in-
dependent minds save their integrity. The SWP-1SL debate on the subject has
become futile and pointless, and I urge both sides to go ahead with the struggle
against capitalism and waste no more energy on "approaches” to regroupment. Ihe
$WP should seék organic unity with the Socialist Union of America and of course
the left wing of the Communist Party. It should not ¢onduct membership ralds
but instead try to bring about organizational unifications as discussions dev-
elop to meke them possible.

Some say that the American Socialist and Monthly Review forces are tending
in an SP direction like the ISL and the YSL Right Wing. I know of no evidence
of this and it seems to be mainly wishful thinking. While we should argue now
against any such capitulation, it would be wasteful to haggle on if such a
capitulation did come to fruition., &n SP-SDF that includes MaA.S. " and "™M.R.Y
forces as well as the ISL will have become a reformist regroupment because of
the present capitalist prosperity that is temporarily with us. Conversely,
when the economy dips and we come into a period of mass strikes and demonstra-
tions, these one-time radical elements will find themselves being pulled left-
ward again, and alements within a Menshevik type party made up of the SP-SIF,
ISL, and SUA will have more in common with a Bolshevik type party made up of
the former Progressive Party, the former ALP, the SWP, and left Communists.
Thereupon the regroupmeht discussion will be reopened for a united Marxisi party

once morxe.




I was, in a way, relieved when the SP merged with the SDF. This removed
the SP's_lndependence and took it off the ballot in the future. Now only the
SLP remains on the ballot to make the socialist cause look foolish.

I was a Stalinist and belonged to a couple of Stalinist organizations (now
dissolved) until the 20th Congress opened one eye and the Poznan and Hungarian
revolts opened the other. This does not mean that I have become a Leon Trotsky
Fan Club sectarian or a liberal Gatesite. I favor all socialist forces (the
SP~SDF and Stalinists will obligingly refuse to join) coming together around a
suitable program in a common party, a "Marxist-Leninist Debs" type party. Such
a party should run its own independent candidates in some selected areas and
support other socialist candidates in other areas. What I particularly see a
need for at this time is an independent young workers'! and students' movement,
with no particular adult party or group being the "big cheese" over such a
movement;.

The healthy elements still left in the Stalinist and reformist camps will
be attracted to a militant, united Marxist party and independent youth league
whereas they will hardly even hear about a Horman Thomas-type SP—~SDF-ISL, which
at best promises to become an anti-Communist parlor pink association. Many in
these camps will drift away and become apolitical if some kind of militant,
principled, but broad and non-sectarian left party does not appear soon. Any
hard-core Stalinists and reformists who will Jjoin the united party will hage no
influence because of their appallingly inferior ideologies. But it is crucial
that this united party be formed, for.only that type of party will have the
gathered experience and outlook needed to defeat Stalinism and yellow socialism.

The proposal of the SWP youth group, the AYS, in the pages of the Militant,
to join with the YSL in outright organic unity, completely allowing the YSL
the unhindered position of being the country's only national youth group, is
the most positive regroupment move to date, even more so than the unity com-
mittees and forums that hmve been set up. Thé SWP itself should meke similar
proposals in regard to the SUA and so forth. I recommend that the AYS flatly
disassociate itself from any past statement of any SWP spokesman regarding the
Mgestruction of the Shachtmanite youth" or some such phrase, and disavow any
intention of membership raiding for the SWP, in order to remove from the dis-
cussion any ethical-sounding objections the Right Wing might make.

In the adult field, I feel that there is little genuine feeling for real
unity among the party leaders. Most of these machine bureaucrats are out to
rescue their positions, to weather the regroupment discussion period and save
their petty careers. But the youth movement has not had & chance, except in
the Right Wing of the ¥SL, to develop a petty bureaucracy calloused by years
of duelling in the twilight zone of sectarian politics.

That is why I look for genuine unity to the youth ~~ the fresh, idealistic,
perhaps romantic, but at least sincere, youth. This is the element 1 think
will exert the independent pressure needed to fuse all revolutionaries from
the Bevanite and Henni socialists, the newly anti-Stalinist Communists, and
so on, over to the Trotsky cultists, into a Fourth International that will be
capable of the necessary tasks ahead »». the establishing of physical links
and true solidarity with the Soviet orbit revolutionary working classes, the
bringing of democratic sociglism to Burope via the democratization and debur-
pancratization of the mass Social-Democratic and Communist parties in Europe,




and. the establishment of a militant labor party in the United States, the body

blow needed to stageger American imperiglism and bring the whole world capitale
ist order tumbling down.

Once the phoney socialisms, Reformism add Stalinism (two forms of left-
wing party machine degeneration) have been driven back, vast opportunities will
be opened. I think that narrow, Trotskyite parties are incapable of this task.
What is needed is a wide pooling of anti-Yellow Socialist, anti~Stalinist
experience and tendencies, a collective bringing together into one great fist
the battering ram of democratic revolutionary socialism. This should be the
aim of the regroupment discussions.
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QN IHF MATTRR OF a STATENENT 20 THE LEFT WING BULLETI I

By Richard Kenny

Itve devoted some thought 4o maki ki
; ng a statement to the LWB and 4id sc
reading in the two YSES' I have and the three LWBsge. FRE G some

You see, the Berkeley unit is, in all honesty, unusual among units of the
¥SL and, not having been around, I can not trust that all is the came else~
where. In effect I find that I =m in accord with the Left Wing Caucus.
There's no quibble about how Things Are Going To Be Done, despite the espousa
of the Cause of the Third/Igbor Party by numerous comrades; of course I would
glee if all of you went out and did form & really red hot labor partys Why,
I'd even vote for it. After all, with a labor party in, even though it would
sell the workers out to the bosses as always, the radical climate would be g
bit easier to take. Besides, if a labor party capitulates to the bourgeoisie,
the workers will no doubt be a bit more revolutionary; at least they!ll be
bound to be more revolutionary than right now.

However, to the YSL. I joined the YSL, not because I sensed in it the
realization of what I wanted in the way of a revolutionary party, but rather
becguse 1t was easier to take than any other one around. The SWPers have a
heagvy~handed attitude, and are getting an SIP tendency; the SLP is still
living in the days before World War I; and so on. The anarthists herc are
Just the talktalktalk kind amd while entertainingly sociable on occasion, cer-
tainly aren’t Sellow barricade builders. The Wobblies, though I'm nearer to
them than anyone else around here politically, or non-politically, are living
in the past, fighting over the 1905 convention, eic., over and over again. I
realize that I am, by virtue of my isolation, very much in the Know-Nothing
category re radical politics. So since I like to do a little more than read
books, and am the sort who likes to get myself used to the water before really
swimming around in it, I joined the YSL.

In Berkeley (what it is elsewhere I don't know) I found nyself almost im-
mediately oriented to the ILWC. One thing which might have cinched this later
on was the lack of YSRs around here and the generous number of IWBs available,
the reason being, rather than a possible suppression of the mags, the fact
that whoever sent them out sent a short supply to this unit. If there ever
were any doubts in my mind about the left or the right, however, the impres-
sion gathered from the rightists personally, add Bogdan Deniteh in particular,
made up my mind for me. Ah, Bogdan and the Muste forum: someone who jush
wandered in and didn't know B.D. and missed the introductory remarks might've
thought that someone was sending him around on tour, using a reverse tactic to
drive everyone stampeding into the LWC. I arrived late to one meeting, but
that didn®t matter, since as soon as I got off the bus, I heard Mr. Denitch and
felt faintly through the solesof my shoes subsonic vibrations of his voice.
Perhaps he had had his after-dinner shot of diacetqlmorphinehydrochloride or
another, since the logic he utilized in answering Wohlforth's commentary on
reactions from various quarters on the Muste forum was from nowhere. The
AFSE ig sich a wringing red front that ol! Wm. Z. himself is trying to pull
Blumberg off since I guess Foster doesn't want his boy to get a bad name; I
mean with actually being on the same platform with those renegade 2nd Inter~
nationalists, who, brave souls, in 1911 (or so) were all against W A R but
who, three or so years later, forgot about all that and proved no better than




any other capitelist simulator when it came to resisting the desires of the en-—
trenched bourgeoisie. This may well be $rue -~ at least I note thet the
SP-SDF wasn't too far behind the I.Y. Times, Daily llews, Chicago Tribune, and
other Lords of the Press in denouncing the Muste forum and in instructing their

members to get out of ip. In fact I think that they even beat the reformist
trade union big wheels to it.

And, of course, to Prove Their Loyalty (unlike the unfortunate Arthur
Miller) all sorts of professional liberals had to chorus vile denunciations of
the Forum, including Diana Trilling in the Hew Leasder and, locally, Victor
Ferkiss, professor of Political Science at St. Mary's College {maybe the Pope
asked him to put in the Good Word). Ferkiss! remarks are especially nauseat-
ing. Mrs. Trilling hinbs, in part of her article, that the "break" with Stal-
inism might be a Plot to form another Popular Front and for the (P to once
again ensnarl the Left once more. Ferkiss starts out with about the same pro-~
position, that the Muste forum is a CP front, with no attempt %o prove this
other than naming some persons vho he termed CPers, which they night've been,
and then continued on to otherwise making a shrill cry vilifying it, feeling
that he bad made his point. With the same logic, I suspect that the United
Nations is a CP front, what with all of the known CPers in it; of course,
there are others in it (just as there are others in the Muste forum) but that
makes no difference, they should've known better; there're CPers in it and
that makes it a CP Front, which naturally Must Be Stopped At All Costs.

And there is Theodore Enright, whom I heard speak and gesticulate one
night over in San Francimeco. He was the first speaker and commenced things
rather well by going stark raving mad in the course of 15 minutes. I thought
for o moment that he might bite the microphone. However he didn't; instead
he suggested that everyone join the SP-SDF, which was just as bad. I do bel-
ieve, that had he continued and started all over agein, putting in a Good Word
for (watch out! here it comes) A Broad Debsian Party, the forum would'vebeen
rudely interrupted by a lynching. ZEnough is enough, comrades.

I mustn't leave the subject of right wingers I've met and who naturally
have oriented me into my present position, before saying a few words about a
Local Boy who's on the IIEC, the one and only Charlie Walksr. First off, How-
ever, 1 should squash the Vile Rumor going around that the right wingers loc-
ally are in debt now because of having stuffed Mr. Walker full of tranquilizers
before the meeting at which we voted on delegates to the convention. Now,
that's an unfair accusation. I mean, after all, Charlie has cun only one
(1.000) occasion attempted a physical assault on a comrade of the LWC, yelling
all sorts of crude and vile invective at th:s same itime. And even then, a few
comrades were able to restrain him before any demage was done (to the IWC come-
rade, that is). Though, at the delegate veiing meeting, a few comrades were
tensing, ready for action. Here this new member was introduced to the club
and Charlie started off questicaing him by saying, "Tell us why and when the
SWP sent you nere." Thig of course confused the new member since he had
never had anything to do with Grandpa Jim and his Chilitn, Charlie then con-
tinued by asking focr any and all political affiliations he had ever had in the
last five years. Judging from the tone of his vcice, we almost fell 1% was
necessary to resirain him before he went out and brought in the bright lights
and rubber hose. However, this might all be Beyond me. There are moments, at
the meetings, when I look at Mr. Walker and notice a Cosmic Gaze on his face,




as he stgres into submspace. Unbeknownst te us ally, Charlie might be evolving
theorems that might be of such an advance nature that, at the mere thought of it,
the ink of the numerous wekks of Marx, Engels, and Ienin pale and dridbble right
off of the paper on which they'rs printed. An exapple of his Super Logie should
be given, & logie which is Beyond the Ken of the rest of uss Jim Robertson
gave a report on the YPSL conventlon and said that the local YBSL organizer, Frit
Jof Thyessony was elected to the high post of National Chairman, and, in almost
the same breath, mentioned that the same person was on the National Committee of
the Muste American Forum for Socialist Education{the word Socialist in that title
I should mention, is being used without the permission of Norman Thomas) and was
a supporter of it. & member of the right wing, Don Thomas, also heard reports of
the convention and other SP--SDF @ffairs and he added some. I asked him about the
varacity of the accoun® that Jim gave and he said that it coincided with what
he had hearde 0Uddewl mean in view of the fact that just za few minutes earlier
Charlie said that he preferred an organization that would have demogratic cone
trol{ie the SP~SDF) rather than one with a Stalinist type of control, which,

upon questioning, he said meant the forum. It.is all beyond me, and is some-
thing that no doubt means that some Transcendental Intelligence has taken over
inside of Charlie which is capable of claiming to desire to be with an organi-

. zation which has democratic controls contrasted with the forum and yet be able

to reconcile that the National Chairmen of one of the democratically controlled
organizations he wants to affiliate with is on the Hational Committee of the
forume.

I know, I know, in all of the above, I have devoted myself to personalities§
however, I feel that my observations do have some import on the political arena
since my only contact with the persons have been inside this arena. I feel
that my observations are germane. Theories are theories and one needs people to
put them into practice; ergo, one might, besides scrutinizing the theories,
also spend some time examining the persons who espouse them. Now, take Mr.
Denitch: I once heard him speak of what he was after. What he was saying was
nothing new to me. I have over 15 inches of pamphlets (to say nothing of hard
bound, volumes) from Freedom Press and the I.W.W. that say about the same things
Workers' control of the administrative apparatus of production, etc. And,
being an anarcho-syndicalist type, I like that sort of thing. But, somehow or
other, it doesn't seem to go well with Bogdan. He seemed to be very very
fuzzy about exactly how one wes going to achieve such a workers® control. 1
recall some nice-sounding slogan, something about "Democratic Revolution, ¥ and
then he was talking about going in with the SP~-SDF and (here it is again) &
Broad Debsian Party, and Democratic Socialism {with a definite emphasis on Dem-
ocratic), After hearing the YSL Field Rep. for a while more, one gathers that
this Democratic Revolution that Shachtman hasthought up which B.D. is parrot ting,
will be an Insurrection By The Baliot Box. Ol! Bogdan sure is a 20th Century
de Quincey, isn't he? ILenin, to cite a past example, is another form of this
type that you Bave To Watch. Once upon a time he was all for All Power To The
Soviets and he even wrote a pamphle®, before he got into power, that some Len-
inists tell me, an anarchist, that some people said was anarchistic, However,
we note a Chagese suddenly take place after Trotsky's 3141;2_1 birthd.?y. and a few _
following @ays that shook the world. Tow that V.l. was in a position to possibly
give all power to the soviets, one notes that they got less and less.‘ And,
merciful heavens, what happened to the Constituent Assemb;}‘y'f’ And so it goe?.

Of course, the right wingers are definitely not Leninists, in that they solid-
arize with Norman Thomas and the SP-SIF who puff up with righteous pride when
they announce pontifi cally that they will not be on the same platform with such
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slime.~ Though that would hardly mean that they also renounce saying one thing
and doing scmething else.

On the other hand, I am scarcely blood brothers with the ILWC. Why get so
het up with this faction crap? Let the rightists go bellying up to llorman
Thomas and lick the dust from between his toes with their tongues in an attempt
$o get into the SP-SDF (it's respectable, it's respectable); they are entitled
to their own pet ddlusions. Let ol' Slapsie Maxie count the hundreds of thous=-
ands that'll rush into the SP-SDF after his boys gointo it, it shouldnft be too
hard since he’ll praobably be able to do it on the fingers of one hand aidd not
even bother taking his shoes offe. Let them pine for a press of their own aid a
monthly magazine; sure, they'll have it, they have some mimeos here and there,
don’t they? Oh, I'm not szeinst this faction struggle, in fact I avidly view it
like watching a lion and a tiger slashing eah other to bloody ribbonseessibters
esting to observe but not much fun toparticipate in. In short 1 feel that all oi
this furthers the day of the advent of a Free Society not one bit and thus cents
consider it more than an amusing pasttime whan there isntt anything else to"do.

Though, my real differences with the IWC are politicak. I dig the Dicte-
torship ofthe Proletariat the Least, which is germane heresince a couple of
prominent IWCers locally have told me in a quite stralght forward way that they
are for ite Just substituting one Oppresive State for anothem, is the way I

look at ite

However, locally, these comrades have not made any concerted atimept to
enforce their idioecyncrecies on me and impress me in fact as being under self-
enforced restreint. Fraternal and personal relations with them are fairly
amiable and they have gone oyt of their way to make sure that Iim gble to make
the gatherings (I live around 20 or so miles awey from Berkeley, in an. area S0
isolated that there's no freeway around for 8 or 10 miles, without a car,
which handicaps me somewhat). '

Yow, what can 1 say to those with an anarcho-syndicalist turn of mind
about the YSL IWC? Judging from the local comrades, they won't try to politic-
ally rape you; in fact they haven't even made a below~the-belt~grab yete
They don't secem to be possessed with a fanatical urge to swing you over to
their view point, though I wouldn't suggest letting one of them drive you to
work five days a week for saveral months on end —— look what happened to Com-
rade Roger. You might f£ind discussion with them interesting and possibly in-
structive and if you are anywhere in the wicinity of Dave Carleton, you will
be, I assure you, in for a helping of spritely wit. With their concept of a
broad youth group, you find yourself being able to meet with persons of all
sopts of tendencies and persuasions.

0f course, for an anarchist, the YSL is not first and foremost, but rather
is a supplement Yo one!s Libertarian League activity or as a fill-in until a
Lib. League group is formed, and naturally an anarchist group takes first
priority; dut if the YSL-IWCers impress you as fairly likable types and you
have the free time, there's nothing wrong in working with them.

In fact, you might even learn something from fraternizing with the Other
Half.

— June 16, 1957




LETTER FROM AN SP MEMEER

Bayport, Hew York
June 15, 1957

Tim Wohlforth
New York City

Dear Comrade Wohlforth:

For nine years 1 have been a member of the Socialist Party, have served
as Treasurer of Local Hassau~Suffolk for eight of them and Secretary-Treasurer
for five. In addition, I am a member of the Hational Advisory Committee of the
Committee For a Socialist Progrem, was an Alternate to the 1954 S.P. Convention
and. a Delegate to the 1956 S.P. Convention in Chicego. On May 27th I accepted
membership on the Mational Committee of the American Forum for Socialist
Education.

It has been a source of inspiration to me, and, I am sure, to numerous
other members of the Socialist Party who are working to forward the principles
of Revolutionary International Socialism, to note the develdpment of the Left-
Wing Caucus in the Young Socialist League. I am convinced that the ‘courage,
programmatic clarity, and devotion to principle that you are displaying will do
much to forward the Regroupment of the American Left.

There are enemies of socialism within the ¥SL who in common with the
Eastland Socialists in the SP-SDF have no desire in life but to act as the
willing stooges of capitalist reaction. There is nothing that these class
traitors will not resort to in an effort to prove how "respectable! they are.
So we are to be purged -~ your good comrades from the YSL and we from the
SP-SDF. Our crime, Tim, is that we have dared %o remain socialists in fact
and not merely in name. Yes, they may throw us out, but they cannot stop the
move all over this country among radicals of all tendencies to discuss with
cach other and seek out the road to a programmatic Regroupment of the American
Left. The day of the swivel chair bureaucrat is at an end. We are going
forwvard and we are doing so not as 'policemen of the Left", but as convinced
Marxists, as Revolutionary Socialists! '

Fraternally yours,

George R. Stryker




SECTARIAIISM AWD REVOLUTIOMARY SOCIALISM

By Dahﬁy Freeman

One of the most frequent charges or 'political characterizations" made of
the Left Wing Caucus and its particular members is the charge of "sectarian—
i1sme¥ It is also true that this label of Haoctarian® has been used repeatedly
throughout the radical movemeny, not as a legitimate political characteriza~
tion, but as a cheap slander designed to discredit critics without offering a
serious Marxist analysis of their errors or mistakes. This has been especially
true in and around the Stalinist movement. An editorial in the March-April
1957 Labour Review (a fine British.publication) gives an excellent answer to
charges of some of its readers of Usectarianism" and the attribution of this
Neectarianism" to the "Trotskyism" of the megazine. It is evident that these
charges come from those who have not fully freed themselves from the stultify-
ing habits of Stalinist thought and jargonized Vswear words". The editors
note a tendency of some ex~Communists "to label as sectarlan the essentials
of Leninist thought." The editors continue that if Lenin'!s views are sectar-
jan or out of date, the charges should be substantiated by concrete evidence,
hot by phrase mongering and oounter phrase mongering." The editors offer to
print any article, however critical, which seriously attempts this. "We do
not believe, however," continue the editors, Mihat some of those who call
Labour Review sectarian are, in fact, only rationalizing their own inclinations
to make an easy transition from Marx and lenin to G.D.H. Cole and John Stracheys
Would it be sectarian to call this a reformist trendt"

Sectarianism as a Serious and Danserous Tendency.

To say that the charge of sectarianism is often misused and thrown about
‘wildly is not to say that sectarianism does nob exist as a serious malady,
harmful to the interests of the working class. The editors of Labour Revieuw
acknowledge this fact, and see such tendencies in the British labor movement.
Mef t-sectarianism," they say. 35 largely an emotional reaction o the cor-
ruption of right-wing reformist labor leacers. It substitutes impressions of
developments as we would like them to be for ,a Marxist estimation of things
as they really are. Perceiving right wing corruption, the left-sectarian
declares in effect, his own incorruptibility and his own tpurity.' This induees
him to suggest that he alone knows the answers to the problems of the labor
movement which is as good a way as any to arrive at the conclusion that he
alone has nothing to learn. Waturally, from this point of view he is driven to
declaring, in his high sounding manifestos', that only those who believe as
he does are 'saved} —- and promptly cubs himself off from the real movement of

the working people.”

The left sectarians are obsessed with mainbaining their “revolutionary
purity." DLenin, in his Leit Wine Communism, characterized Myl tra~leftisn”
as "petit-bourgeois revolutionism® which in Russia often took the form of
anarchism and terrorism. The fault of the "left" Communists, as lenin poted
in 1920, and which we still see boday, €.8. 1in the SLP, is not t@elr failure
to make the correct compromises at the correct times, but "vo ;egect compro-
miges ‘on principle!, to reject every admissibility of compromlses.geyerally,
no matter of whab kind.? This sort of revolutionism ig no revolutionism at
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all, but isolation from the everday demands and struggles of the working
class. It serves interests alien to those of the workers, those of the
bourgeoisie. Lenin counterposes the orientation of the Left Communiste to
that of the Bolsheviks. A% the risk of being called a "sectarian, a Mphrase
monger™, etc., by the Tanti-dogmatists” of the YSL Right Wing, I would like to
gquote Lenin's characterization in Left Wing Communism which clearly disting-
uishes between ultra~leftists and revolutionists: "He who wishes to be useful
to the revolutionary proletariat must be able to sift the concrete cases of
such compromises which are inadmissable, which stand for opportunism and
treachery, and to direct all the force of his criticism agalnst these concrete
compromises, mercilessly exposing them, and not allowing lexperienced Social~
ists? and parliamentary Jesuits to dodge and shirk responsibility by resorting
to discussion of compromises generally.”

The Rizht Wineg Charge of !Sectarianisn?

The question of sectarianism has already been discussed in YSR during
the present controversy. In Y¥SR, Vol.3,no. 4, Conrade Herrington described
the INC as Yan orgenized sectarian tendency'. In the following issue of ISR,
(Vole4,nol) Shane quoted Mikes definition of sectarianisn as the "rote repew
tition of Yrevolutionary! and ‘marxistical! phrases and the attenpt to inpose
then on reality®s Shane counterposed another definition, reportedly given Dy
Trotsky as "..ea refusal to struggle for partial and transitional demands,
i.eey for the elementary interests and needs of the working nasses as they are
todaye. Preparing for the revolubion neans to the sectarians convincing thens
selves of the superiority of socialisn. With Harringtons superficial definie
tion, you don!t have to be precise and you don't have to prove anything. ALL
you have to is to call everyone who argues in terms of revolutionary socialisn
o secbarian since he 'obviously' is repeating Dby rote trevolutionary? and
Marxistical! phrases and attenpting fto impose then on reality"s In the all
out attempt to escape the curse of Tsectarianisn!, few of the right wing's
theoreticians have ever argued for unity with the SP in terns of revolutionary
socialismeOh, neverl Only those 1gectarians? who are back in revolutionary
Russia of . 1917 can be concerned with this. Shachinan (who we 2ll know is
no Oehlerite)* refuses to argue for his ttactic? from the point of view of
any kind of revolutionary socialisn. In Hew York at a public debate we heard
Murray Weiss try all evening without success to get Shachtnan to do thise

Revolutionories———festerday, But Not Today

During the past few nonths I have gotten the feeling that nany of the
conrades believe that although there was Once a need for revolutionary socials
ists (%o ocgitate anongst and cducate the wofkers in their day to dey struggle
against the capitalists and their executor and pratector, the bourgeois state,

and against the fakers and burocrats within the labor novenenty to buile a
cadre which can educate the workers and guide then in their destruction of

¥ Iy Comrade Shachtronts New York debate with Conrade Weiss, referring 1o
Weiss's analysis of Social Democracy, Shachtnan remarked that he had heard all
that stuff fron Oehler. He did not offer any anclysis of his own which useC

%o be, both in the SWP and WP, essentially the sane as Welss's (and Trotsky's)e
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The capitalist state and its reolacement vith a workers state
as 2 precondition for gocialism)ee=that these comrades see noO
relevance for trisy under the 'coacrete reality' of todaye If
I am nistaken I wish some comrade of the rijht-wing would urite
an arcicle saying that there is a need to build a revolutionary
cadre to lead the working class in 1ts struggle against capital
ismj and, if trere 1s this needy that 3P eatry 1s thé best me
thod Tor the strengthing of revolutionary forces in dAaerica.
I expect that no risht-winger will do thiss <“he right-wing sees
to owposing tendeacies in cthe radical .ovenment today that are all
important; 'democratic socialism' and stalinism. It seems that
all you have to do to gualify as a democratic soclalist is spit
at the stalinist butchers and support those soclalists who are
re:1ly unequivocal on the guestion of stelinism, i.e.y the amer=
ican soélal democrats vho indentify and affiliate with t- déemocrat=
je! sutchers like iollets Lowy isn't there a place for revolu-
tionary socialists? Let's not be sectarian , our rightevingers vi
will probably say=-= Revolutionaries are hard to [ind nowadays,
put there are plenty of socialists and necr soclalists who despite
illusions about western imperizlism .re clezrly in the caap of
democratic socilisme So what if they belleve that " the free
world and it's dewocrstically militery agencles nust Le constantly
on ruord against the 1ilitery drive of con nist dictators's
( 5P=SDF wemorandum of understsnding ) Bravoll Three cheers for
the Ydeuocratic' socialists of the SP=-3uFi .4 uhole article could
be written on the demagogic use of ' democratic socialism' by the
rizht-ving and of its clearly ant-leninist, pro=iaperialist mean=
inc as used by the SP, so let us return to ihe subject of sectar=
ianism, '

Sectarisnisn and “Orthodox" Trotskyism_

In s recent article called " Social Democrats and 'Stalinoids!
by Debbie lieier {YSR Vol. 5, no. 2) makes a ¥ev remarks re;rding
sectarianisme it one point she aentilons the “sectarienism and
‘orthodox! Trotskylsm" of Tim, It appears that Debbie identi-
fies sectaianism with torthodox’ Protskyism and disapproves of
nothe One wonders wvhether Trotsky was both sectarian and an 'orw
thodox' Trotskyiste I also wonder if Debbie thinks that Lenin's
intransient opposition to oth the Kauskians and out right refor=
mists ~s well as to the left cd>aunists was sectarian and/or
Vorithodonxe I cen already heer the riphtewing eryins out in chrorus
memee thet this is 1957, not 1917 or 1721, But let us see how Com
rade Srchtian ensvered similar char:es mack in 1737 in his intro-
duction to Trotsky's Stolinism and Boshevisns esss'! the revolut-
ionary darxists stand oa ile granite foundations of princinle laid
by the sre-t .asons of the seientific socialist vveaent, Lven in
mouents of sreatest dilfficulty, of reaction, they reaein inspired
by their princinles and wilike tre auddlehe ds and dilletzntes,
do not ansndon then in the sursuit of those will-o'w the 1isp ‘rev =
elations of 'wew Trughs wrichy, upon esp1ination prove to be
veracd over ashes from the coiy “iresides of reformism, class- coll-
aborntion, znd sociel patriotisi" uchachtaan knev then that the
mar: of a revolutionary socizlist in vhe aresent just as in the




=34~

present just as in the times of Marx, Lenin and Trotsky is that
he, unlike cthers, never gives up his principles and always
gseeks tc strengthen the oppesition te the ruling class and to
all expleoiters and cppresscrsy and tc the 'socialists' and
laber 'statesmen’ who aleng with the stalinists preach peace
and class collaberaticon with the bourecisie---te encourage
this oppositicn at all times, in pericds of reacticn as well
as when the revcluticn ig upon us.The centrists* of the YSL
right wing are way ahcad of Kautsky. They are scuncing the
retreat before a reveluticnary situaticn is even in sight.
Some of them tell me that a reveluticnary party is only nec-
essary when the revecluticn is cn the crder of the day and
dees not have to be built ncw. Meanwhile scme of them seem to
feel that our task is tc build the sccial-democracy, to '"mcve
Reuther a little to the left", etc. Where dec you think these
tdemocratic socialists! will be when the revelution is on the
order cf the day?

Finally, I wcndér if the present anc formerly avowed
Maexists repudiate Treotskyism cr cnly torthedox ' and 'sec-
tarian' Treotskyism? It seems that less anc less the right wing
gsays jbes with much that Trotsky ever said or stccd for after
his break with Menshevism. What coes the right wing think of
what Trotsky said in the opening paragraph cof his Stalinism
and Bcelshevism?: "Reacticnary epochs like curs not only weaken
and disintegrate the werking class and its vanguard butalso
lower the ideological level of the movement and threw poli-
tical thinking back tc stages long since passed thrcugh, In
these ccnditions the task of the vanguard 1s above all nct to
ler itself be carried along by the backward flews it must swim
against the current. If an unfavorable relaticn of forces pre-
vents it hclding the pcsiticns 1t has wen, it must at least
retain its ideolcgical positicns because in them is expressed
the dearly paid experience of the past. Focls will call this
policy ‘'sectariani. (Italics mine-~D.F.) Actually it is the
only means of preparing for a ncw tremendcus surge forward
with the coming historical tide."

* T refer tc the "Martinites! as cppesed to the 'Draperites!




THE POLITICS QF MUNITY!

By Shane Nage

Under this title, I meant to present a final summation of the political
ﬁatu?e of the YSL Right Wing's proposal to liquidate the YSL and enter the SP-SDF
as it stands today". However, in view of the ISL draft resolution on socialist

electoral action which I have just seen, this is scarcely necassary.‘

In fact, even before this latest manifestation of the political degeneration
of the "Independent Socialist Tendency", further argument on the political nature
of their Munity" proposal would constitute belaboring the obvious. We have al-
ready, at greal length, established the capitulatory nature of their orientation
to the SP-SDF. More significant, the leading theoretician and writer for the
"Independent Socialist Tendency" itself has fully confirmed our political evalua~-
tion. More than three months ago, Comrade Draper gave a scientifically precise
definition of the Right Wing's politics: Fsystematic political adaptation to
social democracy." By all rules of rational debate, this definition must be ad~
mitted by all to be valid. Since Draper's article appeared, not a single word
has been written by anyone, in either the ISL or ISL, to dispute the accuracy of
his definition. More -~ except for mutterings about Iraper having oppased the
"labor party" slogan in 1938, the Right Wingers are struck dumb when it comes to
answering Draper even orally! 4s an example of this, at the recent debate in
H.Y.C. Detween Shachtman and Weiss, the SWP spokesman quoted at great length
from Draper's indictment of Shachtman's policy. Not only was Shachtman unable to
present any answer to this, he wasn't even able to toss it off with a witty
comment -- he was forced to ignore it altogether!

Our differences with Comrade Draper are, of course, substantial and well
known. But the Right Wingers cannot hope to escape from his analysis by pointing
to those differences. In fact, it is precisely because Draper disagrees with us
on basic political questions that the charge of "systematic political adaptation
to social democracy™ has such crushing weight.

In the context of the "systematic political adeptation to social democracy"
of the ISL-YSL Right Wing, the ISL draft resolution on electoral action fits in
as the latest and most extreme swing toward social-democratic politics. The ISL
resolution states, in essence, that socislists should, as a matter of principle,
not run candidates against labor-backed capitalist politicians, and that soclal-
ists should pot urge workers to vote against these capitalist politicians. Thus
the ISL lines up with the extreme Right Wing of the SP-~SDF and against the SP
left wing (just as it did, incidentally, on the issue of the Muste forum). The
meaning of the ISL position is "neutrality" in favor of the Democrats (the ISL
opposes any socialist campaign, it gpooses $he non-labor~backed Republican can-
didates, it carefully does not oppose the labor-backed Democrat). This is a
position identical to that of the CP which very carefully neither supported nor
opposed Stevenson formally in the last election, but was openly opposed to Elgen-
bhower. It is now fairly evident why the ISL and the YSL Right Wing had no crit-
icisms of the CP's policy on American politics {see the Benson pamphle?).un ?hey
were preparing %o gcgept the essentials of that policy! Thg ISL's position is
but o short step away from the position of Horman Thomas and the SP-SDF Right
Wing - open support to the Democratic Party candidates, and that s?ep can be
easily taken. 1f the ISL recognizes no socialist principle compelllng 1t'to
oppose capitalist candidates it can find no principled reason preventing it from
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supporting such candidates.

For our part, a principled class opposition to the capitalist political
machines is an inseparable part of the class struggle. There is no more fundamen-
tal principle of Marxism. The difference between class-collaboration and class
struggle, above all in politics, is the difference between social democracy and
all shades of authentic socialism., The ISL resolution would place it firmly on
the soclal-democratic side of that line. That is the political nature of the
proposal to liguidate the YBL - it can no longer be hidden by demagogy about an
"all-inclusive party" with 10,000 to 50,000 members". The choice between the
Right and Left wings is simply this: for or against "systematic political adap-
tation to social democracy!




IN DEFENSE OF THE A#ERICAN FORUML

) The Left-Wing Bulletin presents a special section on the
American Forum -- for Socialist Education. -First is an article
by Tim_thlforth, “"The Strange Case of the fAmerican Forum ,"
Following this is a series of documents and letters in support
of the Forum,

The Strange Case of the American Forum

By Tim Wohlforth

PTolosue

The modest attempt by A. J. Muste to establish a forum
to further the regroupment discussion has led to the most
fantastic chronology of events, A4ll the forces latent in the
regroupment situation have been brought out into the open by
the catalytic action of the ever-present witchhunt,

As Ae J« lMuste and his Forum symbolizes in concrete
terms the entire regroupment discussion, both in the eyes of the
radical public and in the eyes of the bourgeoisie, a close
examination of the "case history" of the Forum can yield a wealth
of information about the contending forces on the left and the
fundamental question of unity itself.

What is the American Forum?

Way back in iarch, after playing a leading role in the
regroupment discussions for a couple of months previously,; A. J»
tuste organized a meeting of representatives of all the tendencies
on the left to organize some sort of permanent Forum for the
purpose of furthering the regroupment discussion. It was his
desire to see the present regroupment discussion flourish, He
hoved to do this by setting up a permanent forum which would
foster the spreading of the discussions horijontally into areas
vhere it hss yet to occur and to put forward the basic principle
of the alleinclusiveness of the discussions, It was not luste's
idea to foster any type of united action among the tendencies as
he did not feel there was a political basis for such action todaye.
He certainly had no intentions of establishing the Forum on any
political basis whatsover,.

Norman Thomas, who had previously been interested in the
project, withdrew his sugport after consultation with the
SP=3DF and in that way indicated that the SP=-SDF would not
participate officially in the Forum., Following suit,
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Max Schachtman, who was listed on the call for the conference,
wrote a letter to Muste on ilarch 19 asking his name to he removed,

Prior to the conference s speclal meeting was held in - -
order to urge the ISL to change its mind on the question of °
support to the Forum, Thils attempt was unsuccessful, but the
ISL did send a representative to the conference in order to
argue for its positione The ISL held that the Forum must come
out for democracy everywhere before it could be considered
respectable "in the eyes of the working class.™ Also present
at the conference were representatives of a number of other
tendencies including the left wing of the SPe5DF (vhich was
represented by Dave iicl.eynolds), The CP was there despite the
objections of the Foster faction and was represented by one of
the leading Gatesites, albert Blumberg.

The only one who supported the ISL's line on the "democ-
racy" guestion was McReynolds who vent along with the Forum
anywaye. The feeling of the others was that this was not a
political organization but rather "a broad loose place tvhere
everyone can get together for discussion purposes," It would
be ridiculous, they argued, for such a Forum to take a position
on a basic political question vhen it was the purpose of the
Forum to discuss just such questions on an all=inclusive basis.
The ISL on the cther hand felt that without such a position the
Forum would have "“a Stalincid complexion." The ISL 4id not
attempt to explain how it could particlipate in the Independent
Socialist Forum in San Franscisco and still reifuse to participate
in the lluste Forum, The I5F, like the iluste Forum, naturally
has a "Stalinoid complexion" since it merely reflects the present
composition of the radical movement as a whole. It is as much of
an Y“organization" as the ifuste Forum, having a chairman, an
executive committee, etc,

The real reason for this contradiction is the significance
of the iMuste Forum itself. Uhat the Forum did was to concretize
and symbolize on a national scale the entire regroupment discuse
sion in such a way as would (and certainly later did) put the
spotlight on the whole process. Furthermore it did so on the
basis of one fundamental position: the ali-inclusiveness of the
discussion. It seems clear that both the SP-SDF righs wing and
the ISL were gttempting to find a formula for the exclusicn of
the CP from the discussion to start with. One cannot be sure in
this case vhether the ISL simply thinks along the same lines as
the SP-SDF right ving, expressing the same infallible instinect
as to what is or isn't "kcsherW with the powers that bey or
whether the ISL was reacting to the SP=SDF leadership in such a
way as to appear respectable to it. Whatever the “inner motives"
of Shachtman, the net effect was the same,

Thus at the very beginning of the suste affair a polar-
ization had set in == a polarization and political alignment which
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is of extreme significance, It symbolizes a correlation of
forces which has played an important role in the past two months
and which we will be seeing a good deal of in the months to come,
On the one side stands the entire radical public =~ the CP, SWP,
Cochranites, Pacifists, Left Wing SP-SDF, etc.y and on the other
side stands the "respectable force" we the SP-SDF with its own
unsolicited worshipper, the ISL.

. In a communiecation on April 5 to the YSL on the ISL's
position on the Forum I stated: "This report is of special signi-
ficance to the YSL as it reflects a new line adopted by the ISL
on the vhole regroupment perspective, There is no doubt that the
effect of this line will be felt in the YSL 6 o o " Heedless to
says s@ortly after this the iAC adopted the ISL's position in
Loto without changing so much as & commas I was the only WAC
member to vote against this line and to suppert the :luste Forum.
3¢ far the only other individual in the YSL vho is not in the Left
Wing to come out in favor of participation in the rforum is Bob
Boneo, The others by their own silence must be classified as supp=-
orters of the Stalinophobic position on the Forum of the Social
Democracy, ‘ '

And so the matter stoed until Aoy 13.

Znter the Nitchhunt

On May 13 the New York Iimes reported the formation of
the American Forum -- for Socialist Education, The announce=
ment was followed by a series of e vents which momentarily blew
up the entire regroupment discussion and tore the last shreds

of decent socialist covering from the naked body of the Social
Democracy. On May 14, the SP-SDF, according to the New York
Post, characterized the Forum as a "cover for totalitarianism"
and in this way put in a somewhat cruder form the line of the ISL
and YSL right wing toward the American Forum, It also was
announced that a Sleeping Car Porter's official resigned from the
National Committee of the Forum aftery, it is understood, pressure
from very high up in the trade union bureaucracy was exerted upon

him,

On May 15 the Times condescended to discuss the matter in
an editorial, Since the Times hardly ever bothers to discuss the
left on its precious editorial page, this gesture emphasized the
importance of the American Forum in the eyes of the bourgeoisie,

In this way 1t focused the atténtion of the entire bourgeoisie

and its witchhunting representatives upon this new “threat! from
.the left, Using language much more sedate than the ISL, not to
~mention the SP-SDF, it stated: -"We note that this new organization
provides a formal means of cooperation, even if only for purposes
of discussion, of prominent Communists and non-Communists who do
Lave claims to stand in the main traditions of genuinely American
radicalisme" It was touching indeed to note the Times'concern

for the fruitful and progressive outcome of the discussion among
radicals, as well as its interegt in preserving "genuinely American

radicalism.®
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At about the same time the not-so-subtle and sedate
representative of the capitalist class the New York Dail News
stated in an editorial entitle¢ "Look into this Mob": Ty ’
suggest that the Senate Internal Security Committee look into
?hls mob without delays also that the Attorney General make
inquiries as ts» whether he oughtn't to add it swiftly to his
list of subversive organizations.™ '

Immediately following this *the Senate Internal Security
sub-Committee under acting chairman Senator Butler subpoenaed
four members of the American Forum national committee and
Senator Eastland wrote a letter to A. J. Muste requesting infor-
mation, a letter which Muste answered with a flat statement of
non-cooperation. Butler, according to the Chicago Tribune, also
asked for the Attorney General to inquire into the possible
. Listing of the Forum. The Tribune strtes: "If a Justice
Department inguiry establishes that the new organizoation is a
camouflaged adjunct of the Communist Party, Butler said, it
should be added to the list of subversive organizations in the
United States as a warning to supporters unaware of its hidden

control ¥

Kats Thus we see that the bourgeoisie has put the full weight
-of the witchhunt upon this small committee in an attempt to smash
the regroupment discussion. Those who doubt that the entire
regroupment discussion is at issue and not simply the American
Forum had better think twice, as right now other "committees"
are begging to bear down cn the regroupment discussion in other
quarters. For instance I learned in Berkeley that George Hitchecock
chairman of the Independent Socialist Forum, has been subpoenaed
to appear before one of these committeess,

The Finger Men for the FBI

Now let us see what the reaction to this witchhunting
attack upon the American Forum has been among the various forces
on the left, To begin with on May 15 Herman Singer, Natimal
Secretary of the SP-SDF, wrote a letter to the Iimes in answer
to its editorial of the same date. In this letfer Singer complains
that the Forum, by using the name “socialist," has violated his
copyright. For obviously it can not be a socialist Forum since
it isn't affiliated with the Second International. He goes on
to sayt: "The American Forum includes members of the Communist
Party and representetives of two Trotskyite organizations, As
suchy the American Forum misuses the name Socialist," You see,
even Trotskyists are not "socialists" in the eyes of the State

Department "socialists.! *#*

* It seems that the Attorney General has taken the advice of his
senatorial friends, for ‘the June 13 N, Y. Times reports that the
Justice Depta. “is very much interested in the possible Communist
control" of the American Forum -~ for Socialist Education, It
goes on to report that the matter has been referred to the Justice
Dept,Ts Internal Security Division., We can all heave a sigh of
relicf for our security is now in safe hands!

*% This theme is amplified in an editorial in the June issue of




On May 16 the National Action Committee of the SP-SDF met
on the question in an atmosphere of hysteria with Singer "calling
for our expulsion," according to Dave McReynolds. At this
meeting a motion was passed recommending to the NEC that it
decla?e membership in the Forum to be incompatible with member-
ship in the SP-SDF because of the inclusion on the national
committee of the Forum a representative of the Communist Party
and the Socialist Workers Party. Another motion was passed
requesting all SP-SDF members listed on the national committee
to withdraw in 10 days, Finally a motion was passed endorsing
the press release and letter to the Times issued by Herman Singer.

Thus the SP-SDF officially responds to the witchhunt by
extending it to its own ranks and adding its own pressure to that
of the witchhunters in an attempt to smash the Forum. In that way
it clearly showed its character as a capitulator to the witchhunt
and its inability to really struggle against the witchhunt,

Thls ought to cause those who are in such a fever to
enter the SP-SDF to stop and reflect before they leap. Here we
see clearly the political na ture of the SP-SDF as a State Depart=
ment socialist group utterly incapable of resisting our ruling
class on any important matter. When the chips are down it lines
up inevitably with the bourgeoisie against the interests of the
working class,

We learn something also about the organizational nature
of the SP-SDFs The SP-SDF, far from being a broad all-inclusive
organization, will not permit 1ts members the right to join as
individuals the American Forum., In fact whenever the left wing
in a crucial issue publicly declares a position which differs

** (conte) the Socialist Call. The editorial in reality attacks
the Iimes from the right. It seems the Times devoted too much
space to the formation of the Forum, thus making it more difficult
for the SP-SDF to wreck it. The Call states: "It is possible

that the Forum would have made a modest entrance, been duly
flushed out by the Socialist Call, appropriately branded as a

fraud for i1ts use of the name soclalism and then have disappeared."
The Times 1s then attacked for giving "the impression that, despite
the presence of Communist Party members and Trotskyites, the
American Forum was a legitimate medium for discussion of socialisme"
The Call editorial goes on to point out that the whole thing is
a result of the recent CP line of infiltration, a line which,
among others, those dirty " Trotskyltes™ now follow. We are inw
formed that ﬁwith the Kruschev revelations the barrier between
Communists and Trotskyites has evaporated." This in spite of the
fact that as recently as the first AF-SE rally, June l2, Blumberg
made a special point of mentioning that the differences that sep-

- arate the CP and SWP are of the "gravest character® and Farrell

Dobbs likewise spelled out the most Important differences. But to
the demented mlind of the SP-SDF they are all the same thing. It
should be noted that while all the SP-SDF declarations to the
capitalist press constituted nothing but a red-baiting attack on
the Forum, their protest against Eastland's witchhunt attack on the
free speech rights of the AF-SE was confined to a small squib in

their house organ, the Scocialist Call.
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from the SPTSDF and therefore from the State Department, expulsion
is in the air, Let all those who wish to enter the SP-SDF ponder
over whether they intend to keep their mouths shut in“public and
if not, whether they are willing to risk expulsion, if it comes to
that, In order to defend socialist principles.

y . The ggﬂ Leader, which 1s the most well-known, though
unofficial 4" spokesman for the Social Democracy in this
country, printed an article by Diana Trilling in its May 27 l1ssue
which expresses the views of this branch of the Social Democracy
on the Forum. After her usual attack on the liberals for being
too hard .on McCarthy because of their guilt complex for not
realizing the dangers of the "Communist Menace' soon enough, she
had the following to say about the regroupment discussion:

"The appeal for discussion of their 'problems' is the best
possible appeal which Communists can make to non«~Communist leftists
nothing 1s more attractive to the leftist intellect than the
illusion (my emphasis, TW) that there is a rift within the Comm-
unist Party of which he can now take a reasonable advantage. If
the shift in the Soviet line had not actually precipitated defect=
lons from the ranks, such defections might very well have been
invented for the high dividends they pay in non-Communist sympathy
and accessibility -~ and, in fact, there are those of us who are
crude enough to doubt whether there have in truth been as many
alienations as are now advertised. It is just possible, of course,
that some of these withdrawals were conveniently arranged, or
even pre-arranged before Khrushchev's speech, in order to dis=
tribute Communist agents in places where they would otherwise not
be welcomed and ensnare a new generation of fellow-travelers,"

There we have 1t «= the whole thing is simply a Communist
plot, So works the demented police-state mind of the right wing
Social Democrats through their organ, which Sam Taylor of the YSL
NAC remarked so recently was "moving to the left," God save us
from those who call themselves socialists. I prefer a liberal
any day to "socialists" of the New Leader's 1lk! (Murray Kempton,
New York Post columnist, had this to say about the Forum: "I
wrestled, I might say, a long time with myself before I decided
not to apply for membership in Muste's committee., It wasn!t
the two communists that threw me; it was those ex~-fellow
travelers, I have known quite a number of Communists I liked
but fellow travelers depress me, They're so self-righteous."

The other forces on the left rallied to the defense of
the American Forum. The SWP, which has been attacked in some
quarters for not really being interested in regreoupment, defended
the Forum wholeheartedly in action and on the front pages of the
Militante Zaslow and McAvoy, both of whom were subpoenaed by
the Senate Committee, resisted this witchhunting pressure, showing
the dedication of the Committee for Socialist Unity both to its
self=proclaimed goal of soclalist unity and to the defense of
free speech against the witchhunting attacks of the Eastlands,
Dave Dellinger, representing the anarcho-pacifists, defended the
Forum in the current issue of Liberation, pointing to the number
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of padifiSts and other anti-Stalinists on the national committee.
Hildefggdeg the fundamental principle of free discussion among
a radicals,

David McReynolds and the Fine Art of Capitulationism

What was the reaction within the SP=SDF to this ultimatum
of the NAC to resign from the AF=SE national committee within 10
days? In the first place, the star performer, Dave McReynolds,
acted out his by now well-known routine, 7There 1s quite a history
to Dave McReynolds and capitulationism, As far back as 1954, when
the merger of the YPSL and SYL came up, he found himself in the
position of turning his back on those he felt closest to politie-
ca}ly by refusing to Jjoin in the formation of the YSL. He would
stick to the SP come hell or high water, and eventually his
program would win out in the ranks, was his approach. In this
way he weakened the development of the united third camp youth
movement in this country, '

More recently he conducted a principled fight against the
merger with the SDF, He stated that this merger was based on
the "worsty, most shameful policies of the State Department and
John Foster DullesY and that it was not a socialist unity at all.
However, after talking with Shachtman he capitulated, called the
unity actually progressive and attempted to rally the left wing
to support the unity. In doing so he promised to fight for one
thing at least at the convention: the name Socialist Party must
remain, But once you start on the road to capitulation there 1s
no turning back: he gave in on that also. As a reward for his
fnoble"™ capitulation, in which he so unselfishly put the politics
of the State Department before his own, he was kicked off the
NAC, This is the way the SP-SDF pays for capitulation to it ==
Shachtman take note!l ,

The current capitulation is even more sickening. After
talking to Harrington, I understand, he resigned from the American
Forum he had helped to set up with his friend and co-thinker A, Je
Muste., Turning his back on the Forum, he urged the rest of the
left wingers in a letter to do likewisee.

He wrote: "To say that I personally have been sick at
heart this past week is to put the matter mildly indeed, The
Party acted without giving us a hearing, in hysteria, and in a
totally undemocratic way. Herman Singer's telegram to the NoY,
Times on the A.F. was a classic job of playing fingerman for the
Justice Dept. and the F.B.I," He goes on to note that "Bayard
Rustin, one of the Vice Chairmen, had made it clear that he will
have to withdraw or else give up all his work on the Southern
Negro Question =~ as a result he is withdrawing." Another SP
member is resigning because it may endanger his position as bus-
iness agent of a small union, he also remarks, And thus he
points out how his own leadership, whom he describes in the letter
as "the two-bit second rate party hacks running the No0,," 1s
part and parcel of this whole witchhunting affair; and how the
bureauvcrats running the Negro organdzations and trade unions have
simultaneously exerted their pressure upon their members on the

committees
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How does McReynolds himself react to this pressure? ‘'However

after very careful thovght and conferences all this week I find

myself in the inglorious position of sounding the retreat once

again," And so goes David McReynolds, seunding one inglorious

ggtieat after another as he slowly marches backwards through
istory.

This is a classic case of capitulation and its end result is
predictable -~ political suicide. Just as in 1928 when Zinoviev
and friends capitulated to Stalin on the basis that they would
save up their forces for a future struggle at a time of their
own choosing, so MeReynolds promises to fight, not now, but later.
Just as Zinoviev was forced into one capitulation after another
until he was politically bankrupt with no following whatsoever,
so licReynolds has begun on this course with two ma jor capitu-
Jations in the last few months which have seriously weakened his
authority within the Party left wing, not to mention the radical
public as a whole. Just as Zinoviev's capitulation ended in

his extinction at the time of the Moscow trialy; so McReynolds!
capitulation will end, not, we hope, in his physical extinction,
but certainly in his political extinction,

This classic course deserves careful study in the YSL, for it

is the projected course of Shachtman in the SP-SDF and for Draper
in relation to Shachtman, and even for all those who we are told
"disagree" with Martin but who bloc with him against the left
wing.

How did the rest of the SP~SDF left wing react? Considering
the immensity of the pressure hrought tc bear against them, one
is forced to conclude that these individuals, regardless of one's
political differences with them, stand as giants compared to
Singer, MecReynolds, or even Shachtman, They stood up in their
own party against this witchhunting attack and withstood the
pressure of public opinion in general. They deserve (and have
vet to receive) the official support of the YSL. McReynolds
resigned as did two others. However Charbnau, Braden, Sibley,
and Thygeson (national secretary of the YPSL) stuck to their
guns and Stryker and Anne Braden Jjoined the Forum's national
committee in protest.* Thus there remains today, despite the
threats of the SP-SDF NAC and despite the support to these
threats by the SP-SDF NEC recently, six SP~SDF members on the
National Committee of the AF<SE,

Enter Shachtman

At this point in the drama it might be well to return to one

of the minor characters involved in whom we have a special
interest-- to Shachtman, When we last left him he had Writ?en

a letter to Muste announcing that he declined to sugport his
venture. This letter, which was reprinted in part in the May 27
Labor Action in the context of another letter to @he AFwSE‘
National Committee, places Shachtman in the position of being

truly a Cassandra.

j i P-SDF
* It has just come to my attention @hat Tad Tekla of t@e S
in Clevelang has applied for membership on the AF-SE national

committee.
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He seems to have foreseen the avalanche of the witchhunt that
would hit the American Forum for he states: "If they cannot
agree on such an elementary notion (defense of democracy every-
where) -- if they equivocate or evade it altogether -- the new
organization will lay itself open from the start to charges and
suspicions from which I fear nobody -« not you or I or others--
could convincingly defend it. It would start under a cloud that
I would not want over my head." Shachtman -- luckily for him--
has not had to stand under this "cloud!" during the last few
heated weeks. And so life is a little easier for him and unity
with the SP-SDF a little closer.

I do not wish to eclass Shachtman's attitude on the same level
as that of the SP-SDF, nor certainly on the same level with
Eastland, There are important differences as well as similar-
ities. In the first place the $P-SDF itself did not go as far
as Bastland and call for putting the group on the Attorney
General's list., It even uttercd a feeble protest against the
abridgement of free speech involved in Eastland's campaign.
Shachtman, however, sincerely wants to defend the Forum. He _
states: "I have nothing but contempt for the intentions behind
the advice which the rcactionary press offers to socialists,
and in particular I regard the clamor for governmental and police
intervention and pcrsecution with loathing."

Shachtman is not completely clean in this matter, I am sorry

to say, for good intentions are not enough -- they are important,
but not enough. Shachtman's defense of the American Forum is
limited by two factors: his agrcement with the estimation of

the SP-SDF, the New York Times and others, that the Forum serves
as a cover for the CP; and his entry move into the SP-SDF,

On the first point, Shachtman just happens to agree with the
Times and others, that cooperation of all radie=l tcndincics

in order to discuss is not permissible, at least not in this
form. He agrees with the SP-SDF that the Forum is a cover for
"totaliterianism," though he would use somewhat different
phraseology. Thus in this respect he has given in to the witch-
hunt. He fears he would lose his purity in the eyes of the
SP-SDF if he had to bear the burden for the "cloud" (or Stalin-
oid complexion" as it is sometimes called) over the American
Forum, He claims of course that this is because he wants to
remain "respectable” in the minds of the workers, but 1t seems
evident from his zctions that he is simply bowing to the prej-
udices fostered by the witchhunt atmosphere.

In fact onec might say that it is thinking along these lines that
ig in reality the real appeal of the SP-SDF entry line within

the ranks of the ISL and the YSL right wing. In this contegt

it is interesting to note the remarks of the YSL spokesman in
Cleveland who said the SP-SDF "ig clean and has a good reputation
and has never been in troublec with the government." Such think-
ing 1s the zntithesis of a militant socialist struggle against
the witchhunt.
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Another example of this type of thinking is found in Shachtman's
May 27 letter to the AF-SE, printed in Labor Action. He states
that this Forum "places an unwarranted burden upon those who
have acquired serious and responsible positions in the broad
labor, Negro and other movements, The isolation of such individ-
uals can only further the isolation of socialists from thess
brecad movements, and certainly will not alleviate it." Thus,
instead of defending the right of Rustin and the verious laber
officials to function in the Forum even though he himself does
not wish to do so, Shachtman secems to be blaming the Ferum for
enlisting their support in the first place, Instead of attack-
ing the bureaucracies of the trade union and Negro movements for
capitulating to the witchhunting pressurcs and clamping deown cn
the democratic rights of their memberss he attacks the Forum
for "embarrassing" them, Such a twisted and distorted approach
(especially since it was published after the cpening of the witch-
hunt attack, whose scope Shachtman was intimetely aware cf)
amcunts purely and simply tc a capltulation to the witchhunt.
Part and parcel of this apprecach is the attempt of Begdan Denitch,
while on tour for the YSL, tc use the resignation of Rustin not
as a sign ¢f the witchhunting attack on the Ferum, but to prove
that "responsible" Negroes agree with hisg analysis of the Muste
Ferum. If Denitch claims that individuals whe are forced into
submission by the pressure cf the witchhunt agree with him,

then I am forced to admit that I have been tce lenient in de-
sribing his pecsitien. For in this case Denitch's pestiion would
be simply cppositicn to the Forum in order teo save cne's skin
from the witchhunting onslaught. Along these lines Charlie
Walker, the cnly YSL NEC member cn the Coasty stated that
if the Muste Forum had ccme cut fer "demccratic socialism" it
wouldn't have had all this trouble with the government. Encugh
said about this sickening aspect cf the business.

Ancther factcr which limits Shachtman's ability to play a pro-
gressive rcle in the defense of the American Forum is his unity
mceve with the S$P-SDF, As ncted abcve, ocne of the mest impertant
aspects cf the entire struggle against the witchhunt wags the
hercic resistance of the SP-SDF left wingers tc the joint attack
perpetratcd by the ccmbined forces of the witchhunters and the
SP-SDF right wing. It is clear that any-ne really interested

in thc defense ¢f the AF-SE weuld come to the defense of these
fine ccmrades. A civil liberarian wculd uncerstand that what
was at stake was nct cne's attitude towards the Ferum, but the
defense cf the right of the SP-8DFers who faver the Ferum to
centinue as memberw of its naticnal committee. This would accom-
plish beth the militant defense of the Ferum and alsc the pro-
tection of demeocratic rights within the SP-SDF,

Shachtran, hcwever, instead cf defending these ccmrades cr even
keeping silent while the right wing mrve@ against them, actgally
attacks Muste fcr inviting them in the firgt place. (See his

May 27 letter in LA.,) Here again appears that distcrted apprcach
cf Shachtman: The witchhunt is nct tc blame; the SP-SDF leader-
ship is nct te blame; conly Muste igs tc blame fcr the whcele thing.




Such an apprcach is but ancther example cf capitulaticn tc the
witchhunt. Alsc it is further ccnfirmaticn cf the character-
ization cf Shachtman as the future “"pcliceman cf the left wing"
cnce in the SP-SDF, )

It can be assumed that Harringtcn in his conversaticns with
McReynolds played a similar rcle and urged, nct that McReynclds
put up a fight fer his right tc stay on the Ccmmittee, but that
he capitulate and talk the entire left wing intc capitulating.

The YSL Gets Into the Act

During the course of my tecur I became incensed at the attack
being leveled at the American Frrum ancd ccncluded that it was

my socialist cuty to rally to its suppcrt. I wrete a letter

te A, J. Muste cffering my suppcrt and anncuncing my willingness
to jein the Naticnal Cemmittee f the Ferum, I did sc making

it clear that I weculd functicn as an individual and weuld not
represent the YSL as a whrle. Thus I weuld be in a pcsitien
similar to that cof the Left Wingers in the SP-SDF, I realized
at the time that there were certain Cangers invelved and that
the YSL right wing right take acticn against me. Hewever, I
knew that I had sclid feundaticns ferp such a mcve in the basic
principles cf the YSL as a bread crganization and that as leng
as I acted as an indivicdual and did nct present myself as rep-
resenting the YSL, then I was acting perfectly within the bcunds
of discipline ¢f the Y3L. Furthermore I felt I cculd nct stand
aside when the fine ccmrades cf the SP-SDF left wing were tak-
ing a similar risk for the sake of basgic sccialist principle.

In reaction tc this step the YSL right wing with unprecedented
speed mcved against me with threats of expulsion. The cnly
reascn they did not expel me cn the spet was the nearness of

the Ccnvention which they felt wculd be a better time to expel
me. Such an acticn by the right wing is in keeping with their
sclidarity with the SP-SDF right wing and their fever to split
their crganizaticn if necessary in crder tc get inte the SP-SDF,
Just hcw the right wing expects tc explain its actions against
its left wing for suppcrting the Muste Forum tc the left wingers
in the SP-SDF is difficult fer me tc see. It will still be hara-
er fer it tc explain this tc the radical public, 90 per cent

of whem are represented cn the American Ferum Naticnal Committee.

I fer one de not intend te give in cn this matter. I feel it

is my right as a YSL member tc participate cn the American Forum
Naticnal Committee, and the right wing is meking a travesty of
cur traditicns cf broadness in its hurry to expel the left.

The YSL has a traditicn of permitting its members to held dual
membership in rival and hestile political crganizations. The
AF-SE certainly in nc way rivels the YSL and has yet to be de-
clared 'hestile" by the right wing. In fact the gtatement to

A. J. Muste refusing to suppert the Ferum was written in a very
ccrdial manner, Muste himself has always been regarcded favqrz
ably by the ¥YSL. Thrrc ¥s n tr- itirn cf frirn’ship -n° p-1lits -
cil &rll~Yrotirn hoton cn Fuste -nT the YSI syrhclize” by the
T-ct th-t .. J. llustc gpcke ~t the frun ing convention of the
YSL. So certainly there is no grcund fcer preVent@ng me ?rom
holding membership in an organization which is neither rival
nor hostile and which has no politics.,
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I urge every member of the YSL to rally tc the support of the
American Forum ané to reject the attempt of the right wing to
expel the left wing. To refuse to de so weuld be a tremendous
blcw to the YSL, It would mean the expulsion of a quarter cf
the membership of the crganization, and furthermere wculd cause
the complete discrediting of the YSL in the eyes cf the radical
public. It wculd further isolate the YSL frem all but the
SP-8DF right wing, Such a pclicy weuld lead, net te a progres~-
sive regroupment of racdical youth forces, but rather to the
building of an isclated sccial~demceratic secet,

Exit Shachtman

There are a number cf people in the YSL who cxplain away their
flight from reveluticnary politics by stating that the fundamen- .
tal cdifference between refermism, centrism and revoluticnary
sccialism will become important oenly in a revelutionary pericd,
However the classic rcles ~f these tendencies have been acted

out teday in relaticn to the American Forum.,

One can spend years debating the unity questicn, printing cut

the sccial-demccratic fermulaticns of the right wing, speculating
cn the possibilies of building a "brecad Debsian party," and it
will all be fer nought if the Aiscussion deces not unccever the
basic tendencies in acticn and reascticn when they come in centact
with the ruling class and its interests. The cne prcgressive
functicn of the intrusion of the witchhunt intc the regrcupment
Ciscussicn is that it loys bere the real nature ~f the contend-
ing fcrces and the ability ¢f each te struggle against the rul-
ing class,

Let us first take a lock at the self-appcinted perscnificaticn
of sccial femccracy, the SP-SDF, Having accemmecated itself

to the ruling class cver a lcng pericd cf time, it tends tc view
pclitics in much the ssme wey as that class, and thus is able

to react tc the impending pressure and furcr of the ruling class
befcre that pressure is released. Thus at the very beginning cf
the discussicn cn the fermaticn of the FPerum it bowed out un=-
ceremcnicusly. Once it heard the master's vecice through the
editcrial pages f the N. Y, Times it rescted in minutes with

a telegraphed letter to previde ammunition te the witchhunting
attack cn the Ferum. The fellcwing day it gothered together

its naticnal cemmittee and with vengeance extended the witch-
hunt intc the ranks of its cwn party.

We see tcday in this cne mincr incident that the Sccial Demccracy
plays the s=ame perfidicus rcle as lackey tc the ruling class

as it dces in a pericd of revelution when it openly suppcrts
ccunter-revoluticn, The cnly difference is in the degree of
impcertance cf what is at stake,

New 1ot us lcck briefly at a mere ccmplicated phenqmenon ~-- the
rcle of the centrists in reacticn te the witchhuntlpg a?tack
cn the Fcrun. Here we find a greater concern with fighting the

witchhunt.




The centrist wishes beth te fight the witchhunt in an intran-
Sigent manner and at the same time adapt himself tc the pressures
cf the petty bcurgecis circles he functicns in.

The ISL's rcle in the cvent is the begt example of centrism tc-
day. It starts cut, as cdces the SP-SDF, with » certain aceco -
mocdaticn te the ideclogy cf the ruling class. Thig takes the
form of the degire fer respectability. It claims tc want to
remain palatable 'in the eyes of the werking class, But in real-
ity it is bowing te the bcurgecis influences and icdeclegy which
inevitably deminate the werking class in a reacticnary pericd,
Instead of fighting thig alien influence within the ranks cf

the werking class, it hepes in scme way to accommccdate itself

to it. It hepes te appeal to the rights; it wants "an opening
tc the right," asg Shachtman hasg put it. Instead crf meeting
beurgecis pelitics anc ideolcgy head cny, however, it hcpes seme-
hew te sidetrack this confrentaticen and to mcve the liberals
leftward step by step. The net effect ig that, instead ~f bucde-
ing the liberals, the centrist himself meves te the right step
by step.

The ISL expresses this general tendency to straddle twe camps--
tc keep a fect cn each sice of the class line -- in a mest
censelcus way in its "unity" prepesal, It cencretizes its
general search fer respectability in the c¢irclcs in which it
functicns with the prepesal of entry inte the SP-SDF: It attempts
to get inteo the SP-SpF by its pelitics "bent, fitted, filea,
rubbed, carved, trimmed cr cold-storaged sc as to ingratiate us
as geed degs with the Sp right wing," according to Hal Draper.

Thus when it comes to the question of the direct pressure cf
the ruling class bearing down ocn the regreupment “iscussicn,
Shachtman and the IST, find themgelvesg already in a certain
amcunt of agreement with thig ruling class. They have alrecady
acapted te the peint where they cringe with fear at being ine
velved in the Ferum and thus being tainted, 1In whese eyes are
they really afrai” of being tainted, I ask?

Un top of this the ISL fincs itself in a posltion where it .
either excuscs or actually encourages capitulation to the witch-
hunt. Heow else can cne explain its attitude towards the left
wingers in the SP-SDF who feught agrinst the witehhunt attacxk
emaﬁating directly from Eastlan® anc in@irect;y thrcugh Sigger?
Hew else explain its blaming Muste for invelving Negro leaders
ané trade uﬁionists, instead c¢f venting its wrat@ on the bur-
eaucracies of these mcvements who willingly sacrifice these
leaders at the beck and call of the witchhunterg?

Thus the ISL, by its conscicus adgptaticn tq the Sccial Democgacy
and thrcugh this means to the ruling class.ltsglf,.ls unable _g
play & prfnciplcd and militant rclg. Despltg its 1nte§tlon§h1

is vncohile  tc fight the witehhgnt in a principled manncz. ‘L e
politicsl bankruptey cf the unity mcve 1s_thu§+exp£§ss$§ even
befere the uvnity is Ccnsummated._ Wh@rg w1}1 it fn?f *E erelgin
be cnly cnc answer to that questicn: it will end lﬂt? ? %O % -C
ical suicicde and eradicaticn frem the seene of an entire tendency

~= cf Shachtmanigm,




RBSOLUTIONS OF THE BAY AREA YSL

OF THE AMERT CAN FORUM FOR SOCIALIST EDUCATIOH

‘In the WAC minutes of April 16, 1957, the following position was taken by
bassing a notion offered by ST.

. "... The ¥YSL does not wish to Support the AFSE or to participate in it by
asking for representation on its national cornittee because we do not wish to
have political responsibility for the group. ¥

In view of the fact that AFSE is an attempt to regularize the discussion
groups and forums, and is an "organization® only in the sense that any COoOper-
ative neans of getting a job done is an orgonization; it is not an orgeniza—
tion in the sense of having as its purpose the defense of some political line;

and in view of the fact that the group has taken no position on either
the question of the class struggle in Anmerica or on the class struggle in the
Soviet Union and satellites;

and in view of the fact that no such positions are proposed by the group;

and in view of the fact that the existence of the foruns which would have
their effectiveness increased by such a housekeeping organization are extrenely
valuable to the YSL and to any fubure rexroupnent of the socinlist novenent,
whether under the leadership of the SP~SDF or other tendencies;

Therefore the Bay Area Young Socialist Clubs strongly urge o reconsiderg~
tion of this decision by the RAC, and a decision to participate in the group;
and further that it use its position on the national connittee of this forun
group to prevent the taking of political positions by the forun, since taking
a political position might exclude not only comnunists, but also radical 1lib-
erals, pacifist non-socialists, anarchists, This would cestroy the forun
organization as far as its purposes in the regroupnent discussion is concerned.

Adopted in nmeeting on 5/12/57 by the Bay
Area Young Socialist Clubs; with a vote of
9 for, 1 against, 1 abstaining, 1 not
voting.

S skesiesle ok Sk ek s akdesle desfeok ik

The Bay Area Young Socialist Clubs, YSL, note the bourgeois furar ?nd
hostility directed ageinst the Anerican Forun for Socinlist Baucation (Muste
Comnittee) and culminabting in the press and congressional sugcestion that the
AFSE be pleoced on the govermment's "subversive 1isti.

For this reeson the YSClubs urge the Nabional Action Conmittee to under—
take a vigorous public opposition to the witch-huating attgck upon the AE?Ef
Gespite end steting wherd relevint the YSL-HaCls own decision not to partici-
pate in the AFSE,

In particuler, the Boy Area YS Clubs urge the NAD Eo protest to the In-
ternal Security Comnitiee, its attenpt to smash the AFSE through the now fam-
iliar HcCarthyite technique of subpecnas and hearings.

Motion carried: 13 for; none acainsty OConsultative vote — TW, BD for.
Adopted 5/25/57.
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LETTER FROM TIi WOHLFORTH I0 A.J. MUSTE

May 22, 1957
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Reverend Muste:

While on tour for the Left Wing Caucus of the Young Soecialist League I learned
of the attack directed against the Anerican Forun for Sccialist Education fron
Dany quarters —- from the ranks of the socialigt Rovenent, the press, and the
Senate Internal Security Conmittee,

As you nay know, I have been urging the YSL, with the full support of the
Left Wing Caucus, to cone oubt in support of the Forum and to offer to further
its activities in any possible way.

I consider it regrettable that the YSL lational Action Cormittee has decided
against this course of action. I also regret that the Socialist Party has
seen fit to issue slanderous statenents against the Forun to the press.

It 1s ny view that the regrouprient discussion projected by the Forun can do
nuch in the present situation to further regroupnent and give life to the
radical novenent. I have been especially impressed at the Tesponse on cenpus
to this sort of approach. 4s an anti-Stalinist I personally feel it important
for non-Stalinist as well as Stalinist elements to participate in the Forun,
and in that way to express thelr criticisns of Stalinism as well as of
capitalisn,

1 therefore offer ny full public support to the Anerican Forun for Socialist
Bducation as an individual. I understand of course, that it is not a nenber-~
ship organization, but I would be willing to serve on its board if that would
help. I am especially interested in seeing the present discussion expanded to
include in a more active sense Anericals radical youth.

At the present time I am & nmember of the National Action Committee of the Y51,
and an also on the editorial bomrd of Anvil magazine. Previously, I was
chairnan of the Eugene V. Debs Club at Oberlin College, and Editor of

Co-ops in Action of the North American Student Cooperative League.

In the meantine I will do ny best to work within the YSL to reverse the present
attitude toward the Forun, and intend to bring it up at our national
convention.

Fraternally,
Tin Wohlforth

Secretary, Left-Wing
Cavcus, YSL

cc. YSL IIaC
All Units YSL
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STATEMENT OF THE LEFT WIUG CGAUCHS

COLICERNING POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION BY COMBADE WOHLFORTH IU THE MUSTE FORUM

é. .Tig Legt-W1n§ Caucug reaf?irms ite endorsenent of the Anerican Forun for

ocia 1§t ducation. We consider the attacks upon the AFSE by all sectors of the
caplFallst‘class ~- by the responsible liberals (W.¥. Times) as well as by the ’

outright witchhunters — %o be a confirmation of the value of the Forun as o step
towa?d‘the revitalization of the socialist movement in the U.S. We con&e;n ;he -
parylclpation of Hermen Singer in the capitalist class-attack upon the AFSE. This
action by the National Secretary of the SP-SDF as an authorized spokesmen for his
organization typifies the anti-socialist political nature of social denocracy and
its Anmericen representatives, the leaders of the SP-SDF.

2. We condenn the action of the YSL NAC in opposing the Muste forun., The stand
taken by the YSL right wing is a further indication of this tendency's systenat-
ic political adaptation to social democracy as well as of a long—-standing
stalinophobic sectarianisn, which tends %o cut the YSL off fron the real possi-
bilities for soclalist regroupnent.

3. We reaffirm the right of every member and tendency in the YSL to partici-
pate in broad and non-programatic socialist organizations, as well as in spec-
ific Yadult! socialist political organizations. This right is a necessary con-
conitant of the ¥SL's very nature as a broad youth organization, uniting social~
ist youth of differing tendencies. We therefore approve the action of Comrade
Wohlforth, and of any other nenber of the YSL who wishes to participate in the
AFSE as an individual. We reject the contention that this natter is a subject
for any disciplinary action whatsoever in an organization like the YSL.

L. The WAC nmajority has charged that Corrade Wohlforth "wiolated the discipline
denanded of leading menbers of the organization." We enphatically reject the
notion that there are two standards of discipline, one for "leading nenbers',
another for the rank and file. All nenbers of the YSL have equal rights and

responsibilities.

5, The HAC najority clains that it has the right to toke disciplinary action
against Comrade Wohlforth, but that it refuses %o do so in order not to respond
to a "deliberate provocation" by the YSL Left Wing.

6. The charge of orovocation is a conplete slander. Conrade Wohlforth was
merely using his denocratic right as a nenber of the YSL to participate in an
outside orgenization. We have absolutely no desire for any Yscandal! stenning
fron disciplinary action by the Nal najority egeinst any nenber of the IWC. On
the contrary,we retain our oft-repeated intention to remaln as nenbers of the YSL.

7. If the FWAC najority believes $hat Conrade Wohlforth has violated discipline
it is its responsibility to prefer charges against hin. It 1is to the eredit of
the NAC najority that it realizes that aisciplinary action ageinst Conrade
Wonlforth would be a Wecandal." However, if it is nob prepared to act in this
scandalous fashion, it has no richt to clain that Conmrade Wonhlforth has violated
discipline and is therefore subject to charges. It is the obligation o? the WAC
najority either to vring charges against Conrade Wohlforth for “vio}atlon of
discipline" and tyrovocation', or else 4o adnit that, although it disepproves

of Conrade Wonhlforth's action, it concedes that he has not acted in an inper-
nissible or disloyal fashion. The WAC mejority nust either back up 1its

charges or drop theri.

— May 31, 1957
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LETTER FROM TIM WOHLFORTH TC A.J. MUSTE

Hew York, W.T.
June 3, 1957

The Rev. A. J. Muste
Hew York, H.XY.

Dear Conrade,

I was very pleased to receive your letter inforning ne that the Working
Conmittee of the Americen Forum has accepted ny application to serve on the
Hational Cormittee of the Anerican Forun for Socialist Education. Shane Mage
of Yellow Springs, Ohio, will serve as alternate, as you suggested.

In the course of my recent tour I talked with young people of virtually
all political tendencies and found a trenmendous interest in the Forunm as well
as a resentnent of the witchhunting attack leveled agoinst it. I was
especilally inpressed with the virtual unaninity anong the younger merbers of
the SP-SDF in their support of the Forum.

I also found o great interest in the Forun's program of spreading the
regroupnent discussion yorizontally! to areas where atb present it either
does not exist at all or is being held on a partial basis: This sentinent
was especially strong jn Detroit, Ann Arbor, and Denver.

I wish to reiterate that the entire nmembership of the left wing of the
Young Socizlist League of fers its full support to the Anerican Forum for
Socialist Education and that we will all do our utnost in our local areas to
further its work and %o defend it against the onslanght of the witchhunts
I understand that the Berkeley and San Francisco units of the YSL have also
come out in support of the Forun.

Fraternally yours,

Tin Wohlforth

Member Hal YSL

Secretory, Left-Wing Cavcus,
ISL

cc HaC ¥ISL
All Units
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LETTER FROM JAMES ROBERTSON’EQ_A.J. MUSTE

Berkeley, Calif.
June 5, 1957

The Rev. 4. J. Muste
Hew York, H.Y,

Dear Reverengd Muste,

1 would like to offer full and public support to the Anmerican Forun for
Socialist Education on behalf of myself and of all the other comrades of the
left wing of the Young Socislist League who are active in the regroupnent
foruns in the San Franscisco Bay Area,

The hostile reaction fron many quarters to the public announcement of
the formation of the Anerican Forum has induced me to write you takings a clear
position of solidarity with the AFSE as against those tendencies within the
radical novenent who have witkheld their support either through sectarian
considerations or in response to the witch-hunting press and Congressional
attacks on the Forun.

I have never had occasion to write you before althoush our paths have
Crossed several tines —- not only when you have been through the Bay Ares
speaking, but in Darticular I recall how inpressed by you I was when you
addressed the 1954 Younz Socislist League founding convention at which I was
a delegate. In recent nonths I have followed your outstanding contribution to
facilitating the Tegroupnent discussions in this country. This has been par-
ticularly a source of satisfaction to ne becouse of ny own involvenent in
helping inausurate forun type groupings in the Bay Area, in particular the
Independent Socialist Forun of San Francisco and the Berkeley Socialist Forum.

For several ronths we in this area had been hearing that o national
forun formation largely initiated by you was inmpending and now that it is
farnally lounched we are looking forward to collaborating in this venture in
the hope of systenatizing and extending across the country as inclusive a
discussion as possible. In thig connection I was glad to find thet two of our
local forun nenbers, Fritjof Thyzeson and Paul Baran, have accepted positions
on your national commitiee.

I nust nake it clear that I an writing to you entirely in an unofficial
Capacity rather than as Bay Area chairman of the Young Socialist Lesgue since
the netional YSL has unfortunately seen fit to disasociate itself fron the
Anerican Forun.

Fraternally,

Jamegs Robertson

cc. Hational 4ction Committee, ISLy
Tin Wohlforth, national cormittee member of
AFSE and secretary of YSL Left Wing Caucus;
LWC Stecring Comnmittee.
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BESOLUTION OF THE DAYTON AREA UNIT, YSIL,

ON THE AMERICAN FORUM FOR SOCIALIST EDUCATION

Submitted by Herschel Kaminsky

The Dayton Area Unit of the Young Socialist League welcomes the formation
of the American Forum -~ for Socialist Education as an important means of pro-
moting the discussion on the American Left.

We hold no hard~bound formal theories regarding the pace, direection, or
form of the regroupment process. Free and serious discussion of all political
questions among all tendencies is on the order of the day. On certain igsues
we also consider united front action possible and desirable. No matter what
path any future regroupment follows, we believe that, at the present time, the
AFSE is a valuable means of channelizing discussion. While it is true thot
local discussions will take place without such a forum, it is obvious that dis-
cussion will be more adequately organized and extended throughout tho country
by the AFSE. The AFSE can also be expected to play a very uscful role in
focusing discussion on the central political questions of our tinoe.

Immediately following the public announcenent of its formation, the AFSE
came under fire from the witch-hunting Scnate Internal Sccurity Subcomnitice
and from the entire cepitalist press. We beliove that the AFSE is honored by
these attacks from cncmics of socialisnm and civil libertics as woll. Attacks
on the forun have also come fron so~called socinlists. Weo donounce the state-
nent of Hernan Singer, speaking officially for the SP~SDF in the pages of tho
Now York Tines, gs an act of active political collaboration with the witch-
hunters. We furthor condenn the action of the SP-SDF ILEC in threatening
several nonmbers of the SP-SDF with oxpulsion if they do not withdraw fronm the
AFSE. We cousider this action to be a "subversive-list" technique which has
no place in a supposedly sociclist organization.

We affirnm the right of any individual menber of the YSL to participate in
the AFSE, while naking clear that his action does not, unfortunately, represent
official ¥SL policy.

Passed unaninously, June 9, 1957
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