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COMMENTS ON THE CURRINT STAGI OF THI YOUTH MOVEMENT

-~ by Bert Deck

Three considerations guided our work once we began with
the conception of a regroupment of revolutionary youth.

First we revived in our thinking the best Bolshevik
traditions on the independent road for youth to socialist con-
sciousness: +the idea that each generation finds its own way to
soclalism; that the pzrty should take an attitude of cooperation
and friendly criticsm toward youth who are findiung their own vaths,
thelr own forms of organlizations.

We did not pressnt the party to vouth in an ultimatlstio
fashion, i.e., "We have the program, this 1s the party, it's the
only revolutionary party; if you want to be revolutionists Jjoin
this vparty, accept 1its vprogram; it is already worked out for you.

We avolded that pitfall, which could only isolate us from the best
of the youth who want the o»nportunity, who must have the opportunity,
to think through on their own all volitical questions and develop
socialism as »art and parcel of their beings -- not something handed
down to them but something which grows out of their own experience
and their cwn: creative thought.

Secondly we estimated the particular stage of American
radicalism: we faced the reality that no socialist tendency had
unchallenged authority over the great bulk of American radicals.
Due to the sharp decline of socialist organization there was no
automatic transition for young vpeople coming to the ideas of
soclalism assoclating the ideas with a »articular party or
organization, This underlined the general need for an independent
framework within which the youth could actively particivate in
soclalist politics and feel free for the fullest development of
thelr own thinking.

Qur final consideration was that we recognized that the
CP and the 8ggial-Jemocrats abhorred any idesa of an independent
development for young socialists. This meant that our organizational
provosal wpuld in this context have profound political implications.

Wa qeuld g0 to all young socialists and say, "Let us
build an 1nd@oendent soclalist youth orpanizatlon his country."
In practice the pyilding of an indenendant movemenﬁ?g moving away
from the: organizational centers of Stalinism and Social-Democracy.
This concentiop was recently confirmed by thz attack from the CP
and the. Socie1wuemocrats on the Midwest Conference.

o Drawing all of this together: the Bolshevik tradition on
the 1ndep°ndepee of the youth movement, the particular stage of
Amsrican radigalism, and the concrete attitude of Stalinism and
Soecial-Demogracy to this develovment, we evolvad the »olicy of
being the most vigorous advocates of IBM, the independent, broad
and militanu youth' orgzanization.,
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The IBM movement has already proven its validity. The
vast six months has szen the growth of numerablé clubs across
the country whose first function has been to provide an elémentary
organizing center for young radicals of various versuaslons.

We correctly saw that a real fusion of tendencles could
take vlace only after a thorough orocess of common action and
discussion. It is now necessary to make more nreclse our conception
of this process.

The necessary "symoosium" vhase of the discussion could
only serve to get vpeople to talk to esach other for the first time.
But 1t loses its orieinal value when and if it freezes the discusslon
into a debate only over positions developed putside the youth
movement. In this way our discussions can decenerate into a
lifeless reflection of the disnutes between adult orzanizations
and the political life of the vouth movement will not devslop a
validity of its own. %'e cannot sneak of an independent movement
in the real sense of the word until the latter occurs.

We should establish a new framework for the discussion
based on the need to expand the present movement not only among
previously affiliated radicals but amona new youth who will
become recevntive to socialist ideas in the coming veriod.

This will mean eventually thz writing of a program for
soclalism to be oresented to American youth., Today it means an
effort to turn the attention of the movement toward the problem of
exnanding soclalist education on the campuses, and to turn the
attention of the Young Soclialist toward ths task of "selling"
socialism. This does not mesan calling a halt to the discussion
among socialists, but organizing it in such a way as to interest
nev neople,

Th:”a i1s a danger of & hardening of groupings along the
old lines after the orisinal thaw,

Thére 1s no valid basis for »nro-C?, pro-SWP, pro-XyzZ
caucuses within the youth movement, The only meanineful divisions
should be oysr the questions which relate directly to the bullding
of the yvouth movament among American youth and the elaboration
of a soclalisgt nrogram for a new generatlion,

In the proc=ss of taking the ideas of socielism to
thousands of youth across the country who will listen, we will
not only exoand the movement, but deepen the orocess of healthy
discussion and gpmmon action which can only result in furthering
the cause of goclalist regroupment.
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