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If you don’t want to be on the dole

EMIGRATE

@OTHERWISE ...

We were all horrified to read
of Stephen Dayus’ death, But
nong of the papers asked the
important questions that his
death rases.

FOUR QUESTIONS THAT
MUST BE ASKED

Why 15 there so much perman-
eént unemployment?

Why can't the profits from
North Sea oil be used to create
jobs?

Why are people working more
hours per week today than in
19767

Why is factory after factory
being closed down — many of
them in ‘development’ greas
where companies have been
given large government grants
to buy the machinary?

STRIKES AND CLOSURES:
THE RED HERRING

What the government wants us
to belisve is that it is militant
wris:kars who are respongible
for factory closures More jobs
aré being lost now, when strikes
aré running at a lower lavel
than for years. Closures are

accurring in industries which
are traditionally strike-fres,
like steel and textiles.

And often managament pro-
vohes a strike when it wants 1o
close a factory — and then usas
tha strilke as a resson to shut
the factory down, Standards
at Speke is an example of this
technique,

The government’s only res-
ponss to the crisis will be a bud-
get that reduces the amount
af incoma tax we pay, whilst
raising the amount of tax we
pay on VAT, fags, drink, and
maybe petrol. The effact of
this will ba to switch tax pay-

ing from the rich and supar-
rich, who right now pay most
of their taxes income tax, 1o
the working class, who propor-
tionately pay much more tax
on food and consumer durab-
les, like wathing machines and
televisions. Of coursa, the bud-
gt is the plea to middie class
vatars 1o vote Labour, The
Labaur Party has nothing to
offar to its working class vot-
ers. It garmbles an the union
leaders” continuing ability to
whip thair members inta line,

MPLOYMENT:
THERE'S A SOCIALIST
TERNATIVE

What is our answer to the
crisis of unemployment?

There is no doubt that unem-
ployment could be reduced
very quickly with the follow-
ing measures:

A 35 hour week with no
loss of pay.

B Retirement for men and
wormen at 60 with no loss of
pansion rights,

B A programme of public
works which would immediata-
ly reduce the unemployment
in the building industry {sea
the drticle on page 2},

B A programme of socially use-
ful products for all factories

corporate plan of the Lucas
Asrospace Combine Commit-
tea makes it clear that there
are many assential products
whose production cannot go
ahead because manufacturers
do not expect to make a pro
fit on them.

B Inflation-proofed pensions
and social security payment,

to make sure that it is not pan-
sionars and those without a job
wha pay for inflation.

B Apprentice schemas for avery
industry instead of the current
Job Creation, Youth Opportu-
nity, and Special Tamparary
Emplovment Proiect (STER}

porary and do nathing to
creste permanant jobs,

If these measures were car
riad out, unemplo yment would
slowly be reduced. Without
them, we can be prepared for
many maora acts of despair. of
which Stephen Dayus's suicide
is @an extreme casa. His daath
i3 one of the daily acts of A
gression committed by the eco-
namic systém we |iva under
apainst working people. At
the inguest, the coroner’s var-
dict was death by suicide: in

fact, it should been, ‘'MURDER-

ED BY AN ECONOMIC SYS—
TERM THAT GIITC 867 C i
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That's the advice a group of Cambridge
Economists give to the warling paople
of Britain:

“Ten pears fram now, unemployment
Wil be rising towards five mitfion unjess
(Tiass emigration ocours in the meantime, ™
—source: annual Econamic Palicy
Review, Dept. of Applied Economics,
Cambridge,
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SHOPKEEPERS

"
Z2AI the Standard No. 2 plant, Speke, hundreds of workers, threatened z
- with redundancy, are loking forwand to petting oot of the factory once &
Emﬂ for all. Who wouldn®t if they hud the chance? Fuctory work g
“long way from paradise.

,,} Besides, many workers, doubeful abont the possibility of a snocessful
:fight against closure, would prefer (o have the certuinty of belng on the :

i

e,

-:~
wdole, 1o hanzing on and not knowing what the future will bring,

% In the pubs sround the plant and across the dinner tible thers's 8 ;
1ot of talk about what they 'l do with the redundancy payment which :
= for sme, mainly older workers, will amount to g few thowsarnd, Every-
t:one knows that the chances of another Jobr are gelting worss. i
br OF course, if all the plans (o set up comer shops come off, then Mer- i
& meyside will be the hed served part of Britain with papers and ciggies. 3
i Butitisn't enly cur workers facing the economic squeeze these duys, :
 The most sorely pressed businesses are the tiny family firms and shops. o)
£ Increasingly, the anly way to keep vour head above water & to work nll;;i:
¥ the hours God sends. There iy be more freedom in FUNILNE & Carmer .-
i store. but it's only the freedom to work yourself to death. s
% Capitalism doesn’t go out of its way o provide easy solutions to re- F
= dundant workers' problems. On the other hand, the best way of Talting::
= the dole queus spraw is to stay and fight closures. Jobs bost will never -
w retum, And there's a limif (o the number of tobacconists the nation

i CAn spport.
"-'-:-'-'-'-:-.'-:-'-'-'-'-'-'-.'-:1-:-:-:-:-.'-.'-:-:-:1:3:3:3.*:.':.*"J'.::1F::::;-':EZ:-':i:3:3,'::3.'i:i:L':.':.'-:.'3:-':&1:?:?5:-':5;::3;.1;5;&:'.'-"-“'-'-”:’-
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To Oppose the Proposed Expansion of
Nuclear Fuel Reprocessing
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2 BIG FLAME Aged T8TE

THE MASS media chose o
fgnorg & unigie demonsira-
tign wihen on March T6th
2500 London teachers and
school students fifled the
Central Hall Westminster in
an unprecedented disglay of
solidarity in g Rally Again st
Racrsm in Schools,

T B rather pathetic picker ol
the hall by a dozen Young Natiooal
Front members wes not enough ta
provoks any responss and the TY
camaras retired with their appetit
lod sensaison and gara l.l"-a‘i-Eﬁ-\.-'IlZ-"

A1 ehe rally, A0 Sivanandan,
Director of the Institute ol Race
Helations gave an account of the
hestory of r&ciam and 1old teachers
that they had to facklo theair man
racism and choose whothor to afloee
ouf schools 1o be the kindergarten of
a fascist Britain,  Acthor Latham,
MP for Paddingion, 1okl the rally
that antkracist, anti-fascist
teaching was a fegltimats educational
acityity and Farrukh Dhaondy spokes
af the conflict betesaen his Rapser
senced ad g black person and a class
room teacher, and of the developing
power of black youth, Wichasl
Hamilton a black student from a
Morth Landan comprehansive
school spoke of tha need for tes-
ehers and school studants to unite
in opposing racism and Linton
Kwest Johnson, an ex-pupil of a
Brixton l'_'IJI1IFi'|'I!!|II7II5-i'||‘: gripped
thie audisnce with the gower and
rhythm of his poetry,.  Mods
Woalley a primary school head
mistress told of the practical step
she had taken when she and har
pupils had toured the locality
of tha school remosing racist
slogans.

ALTARF announced a Confar-
ence a5 8 follow-up 1o the Rally to
be hebd on May 20th 1o exchange
ideas and intformation on anti-
racist work in pcducation and g
decide the torm and scope of the

argartisation.  The Conderence will

be n'-ak-nq decdions on a4 Landon
basis &5 it was folt thare was not yer
-:'nuugh axparience and pract e to
justify @ national chrgaEni saticn or
canfarence,  However teachars frem
other 10wms who feal thay could
cerntribste or gain samething from
the conferancs would bawenlcome
To atrend.

Meanwhile & patition is being -

Mark Husher {1FL)

2,500 LONDON TEACHERS AND STUDENTS
\mspgm SOLIDARITY IN A RALLY
B AGAINST RACISM IN SCHOOLS

argantsed mmed 81 sIapping tha
SF from using schaols for election
mestings. ALTARF is sellkng the
unigue Hally poster by Dan Jonos
to raiss maney 1£1 @nd poitagal and
& braadshact oiving details of anti-
racist action ir education 19 also
availabia

Furthar deteils from Al TARF

pin T2a Littls Mawnart Soeed,
Lesroion W2

Canon Murphy s Stunt
Shows British press bias
in Northern Ireland

A bigoted Catholic priest. Caion Fac-
mig Murphiy of Bclfasi, has been using
yourng children [rom his parish to pul
aver his views in the British press The
photo, and the 'poor wee darlings” ar-
ticle come from an edition ol phe
widely-read Scoftesh Sundor Mail

In the artivle Canon Mamphy insist:
that yery few people In Bris ra

=1 SkI5
port the THA oF want Briteh drocps

cat of their cocntry, Ble bad homsel
phatographed wirh ol chuldien to
give dlwe hmpression thot he is popuda
ey the area;
TRUTH
Soanany were Lk chibdren’s mot -

ers Chal all of them Char twn had them
e lves pholigraphed with the children
im the Belfast Repohicnn papern Ko
ietdiaares ewes] dn order to show that
they have no e Toc Muipise or hiz
sre-Hrilisl views. Needles (oosuy, the
.%':J.'l v Maonl pever printed thetr reply

L ane-sided views ol the Sumdar
M @ 1 picai-of the British press
coveermee ol Irefzmd, Ax far os they
coneerned  the problem 3o caused by
% |'.|.I Eroap of v poslar rermerses

* TR bwaphip wai odt the facnckess
IIII wioll-indeationed Hretisl Adrgy

ATROCITY

Any Nocrble mcrlent e 3
Bambine or munder = inatantly
Ehymed or the TRA even i e mase
cvidence paints to other people.

U suvh case, Lag
peagrle o the 1901 Bombatp
Ciwrk s Bor o Cathobe pul = was re-
cendly exposed m Vhe Belfast Rorkerr
Reregreir Ul Swderin, Mo, 3.

T e peveal thul 4 mesefer al @
exlreme anlrl s II sl ferrar groep

thie ‘perfevche legal Lilster Betencs
Amsocinlion = has regenily hesn juiled
for bombine Mectiwk's. The LA
heres Cathinlizs snd has ;urdered D

i LIriker af |5

ol Mae-

A the metEre lescsnd teas, dan
rhilldian aoss Sor aHemnal e it

i it sarle oaper

crally Znblredd oyer e past
Phe Mactiick s Bombang wes one of
wioms An sxlreme

anti-Cgtho ke anad pro-British organisi
tbom slaimed the Fomibing by plone
sonn aller Lhe axplodion:

ARMY-FRESS COLLABOR A—
FIEhs

Vel wniualoy avery Britiah news
paper Blumed the FEA tor the bamb-

el They wioke whal the British Army

Preas Olice pold cheny toowiiie, They
Claimad thid [RA micobers wene cur
syine L bomb while deinking in the
purk whes bEowent off atcilentally,  As
Il youls averags bamber popsinto the
boazal ur & qpeick one before the opera-
Lin!

Vo e Doy Brvens said, TR A
vrlremiai plennedat,” the Sua aakeld,
“weas il renrcler by mislake? The Tel
weg fiatsted Pruasl ingly, Sevurily (o

casdlisconorted repord [Bat o mildani
Prolestan grnp were respansiie, wli
Phe Faaries called 11 " depm e Blhall By

Razublivar sxtnemisls
A1 de b razely puve b npression
Laal Lhe TR A wis respon sihle, plaving

thier il o ke British Army's propa
minzhie o

oching kas chameed <ince b Fross
ol 1ne Mactoark's Bar mass
Ui mewenc s e, W s get
at =gt i o P he wirr. Maogl pap-
et oashches, Tronn shoe! e poets ol shool-
i e Blherics T lom s |||:|_'\l'\-- abvinul
freve Deppitie P rishe e, il Do
bl e Lrosaps

we i bisp i Hae e

poy e s bl s bem By Phae Sy
Irees €30 e, B i Lishoen, anal
P charsed sl boe Ssmal peporiars

sl peds limest il h
vl pesairle can’l un
| BPE S TR S TN I
i 1ot s b ichaseal . B won-
Mg weoren e theer I E Al e oten-
Piena ol e st Thinclast
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Construction Industry Claim Blocked

EMPLOYERS HAVE told the trade
unigas in the annual negotiations
foer waages and eondition s in the con-
struction industry that they are not
prepsred to discussa redoction in
tha swarking week.

With officia cnemploymend
figures in the beiding industry at
the tevet of 208,600 and a realistic
ligure, al lowing for el amploved and
techrvical sta#f cleser to 300000
ising 10 8 prejested figure of 400,
000, by tha end of 1978, the join:
adherent unicnms in 1he negotielans,
TEWL, LCATT, FTAT ard G
A pressing strongly for 9 35 howr
wapek,  This, they argua, wiould cut
the intolerable level of unemploy-oy-
ment and increase leisure tirme and
efficiency, and help reduge the acel-
dent Fewel in tha indusiry.
Ihaamployers 3ay that it woukd
imcresn unit costs by increasing
overtima workad and not reduce
the level of actus! working hours,
The figuras Tar cuts inowarkipg
hevars cver the fast 40 yaars [3s the
working wuuk slowly dropped
from 48-40 haurs per week) do not
support the employers claim boe-
cver, gnd in fact show an overall
drop in hours worked., Burt the
building employers say that a 36
haur weak would not be possible
under the pay guidelinas when the
unicns are aluy damanding & sub-
stamlial pay rise.

PAY
The amployers have also knocked

back a mropaied 35% incragse in
quararntesd mirtimum earnings which
weould hawe brought tha minimuems
carnings of a eraftsman up from the
prsent FR4.60/£68 {inclusiva of
supplernentsy or o labourer fram
present £47, TI/E4D9. 70 inclesive

ta gopiox £81 for & crattaman and
EBS or & labourer.  This figure
wenuld, the unions argue, have only
then caught up the 45% increass in
the retail priceindex since the la
Lime that wages ware negotiated in
June 1815,

But the smployers have so far
offersd only.a 9.8% increase, main-
taining that if thay wers to braach
the 104 than the governmant wioald
implemaent its plans for sanctions in
randering for govermment antracts,

DEADLOCKED

o far manotiations for settlément

n June aie degdiecked and unlfess
militant action it taken and the mem-
bership of the joint wnsons desida

tox refct such a shahby offer, the
nagotigtors might act the wiay they
did with the Lecal uthority Building
Trdde npgotiations last Movember
whan they caved in for 10% weithout
awdhimper and without proper con
sultgtion of the membsership, It is
o o muttants in the hulldi.q.ﬂ

tracla to organise meetings on the

job and orescure the unions to org
arue rpginmally co-nrdinated meet-
imgs, 52 that the operatives lat the
negoliEtors knoww that we are not
prezpacnd to accept rising unem ploy-
mant-and falling wapss

Oy Wednesday, March 15th, a Clgim-
aris - Lnigr wad launched in Nol-
lingham, The 25 peogple at the
meeting had a good discwasion with
shncat everyGne Ravme ieir say.
Tlease laking parl wers mainly claim-
ing Socinl Szeurity or Unemplow-
ment Benerit witl & handful ol i
toresled tmde uniomsts, people in-
arssled nom o commuenity ceEnire,
oo eommenity worker and three sym-
ulhetic nembes of the DHES
stulf trade codon ICPSAL

Aller talkingaboul thie nsoally
unl sxperiences as e imants
wililing lor hours, no Tacilities for
chitdren i the cifioes, money e
(g vul of T Tof ao obyious pessdon,
gk e ks suapension [y leavizie s
laasy quby, aepafatel mothors heving
Lheir presonal Tves pried mloarcd
i e i s agresd that
ol dleny™ pel zavthung anlesa vau
urpandre end figed foredr', Nolling
finm Clnimonts Linion hopes o gel
g 1ot vl sumpart and be vedpardnde oo
e e laimes ancd wider fssue s,

-CLAIMANTS ORGANISE TO FIGHT

claimants ro support sach otherin
the offices, at the doke and on bome
viits, Thealher inpostant way of
daing rhis is by se=king the support
of ather working cioss penpls,
throueh trade unions, réendnts 4%
sopinlioms, women S and immigrant
proups, and the ke, Already Lhe
Claimanis Lrdon has been invited
Lo speak al a tenants oeetlep in
Maw

With rising unesmployment a
Claimnants Union must prevent some
claimanis getling shunted into lowse
vhigand all claimants being calbed
Acroang=rs, Everpong phoud e
g canaitiner and an adeduidare
ihianzy, whoeler working, bringmg
dp ckildren, living as o pensinner,
ar o e dole,

It was agrecd te look (o1 oome
mesn groainad belween sympacherio
HHES wa il amd clainanls,

The next mesting is A pril 18th,
L. Maiw's House, Raleigh Strest,
al L3, Brng the kids. A pursery
Jdsoavpitahle. We will disciss Fany
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WHEN THE SCHOOL KIDS

WERE SEEN AND HEARD

Lasr month's teacher’s boyeott
o voluntany duties had a com-
mietely unexpected ourcome
the mabilisation of thowusands
of school students throughout
the country, some far and some
apainst the teachers” action.
What bagan a5 a dispute over
pay guickly turmed inta a na-

tional controversy over students”

rights, feaching methods, ad
aiscipline in schools. A report
friom oUr Owel Correspondernt i
Birmingham,

Police Called as Pupils March

Pupil Power Erupts

Teachers Cane Young Rowdies

Pupils in Lie-Down Stops Traf-
fiz

Anarchy Hits Schools

I book WUOE sfudents in Birming-
ham — plus many more elsewhens in
Britain — to produce haadlines like
ihese last month, when the teachecs
binmied ¥oluniary duties i support
of their pay claim
Someone onoe sald, "When paopla
can 't hreath they break windows,'
The mass "pupll power” protests the
teachers’ action sparked off ofien
loaked like a long pent-up reaction
fo suffocation. For many schood
students, the teschers actions samply
hightighted just how livtle contml
they have over their own lives inuds
the classrivom — espacially when
teachers armogan thy or distaaniully
tonk their action without any cxpla-
naticn to the schoob studeds.
Where the teachers had the wil (o
explain why they were banming vl
mntary duties, then they oflen won
the mpﬂ:ﬁ of the students.
Az they did ut Golden Hilleok
Schaool, Small Heath Birmingham.

‘TEACHERS® PAY, 10 PERCENT’

These 5th and Gth formers march-
ed to the City’s Education Depart-
ment. “Pupils amived 1o dofiver a
st romg petition in support of
the teachers’ pav claim.  Children
chanted, "Teachers” Pay, Ten Per
Cent”, [Evening Mail, |7 March .

Urer the first four days, an esli-
mated 40 schools in the Birming
barm rejon werne affected by same
form of protest, although it wasn'l
always pro-teacher, To the fury of
the suthorifies and the press, it wes
obvious that whatever the merits of

the issuns invobeed, most of the vouth
were revetling i their new-found
strength &nd solidarity.

FLYING FICKETS

Schoalstudents werm cccupying
gchned buildings and in many aress
there were reports of "pled piper stvle
marches' (flying pickets) golng from
school foschood in what proved 1o
be often sucossalul attenipis to swell
their ranks and lake Lo the sirests

‘ ‘Whatever the outcome of the teachers” dispute, we've
learnt one thing: if you want anything done, we've got 1o
do it urselves.  As yooth we have Hithe power over our
lives, they attempt to divide usand wule us. We must nol
allow ourselves to be divided, I we unite irrespective of
sex, race, or age, we can challenge their suthoritv. They say
we [ive in o free country, vet when we exercise our rizhts

wi ane persecuted, .,

—-.and whet we do have ideas THEY use the cane and
discipline 1o puf us down, We all know what we ean
achieve if we work fogether. School meals are probahlv the
leaist of our problems. We must continue 1o organise our-
selvies and fight for betler conditions. ... The teachers, too,
have too much power over us and use corporal panishment
tokeep us quiet.  Lets Fight to bolish this legalised violenee.

¥ want to discuss ihe possibilities of a dp::
throughout Brum, to win some of sur demands and we want
to et up brunches of the NUSS in every school and an actiom
commiftee to link all our schools togethier,”

From school studenta’ leailat in sipporn

of MLIGS

Stoke on Trent
of youths puing on the rampage in
city stores and the Birminghom Post
(March I6th i zaid, "Mearly 300 sus-
rounded the ATY studiosand stoies
wera thrown at the doors'
munds varied widely, moluding,
‘More Foud Less Work, ™o achonl
itieals, Mo school,” "The pupils united
will never be defeated’, “We hate
teache s, and ‘pive us school dinners’.

Under the headmg, ‘Pupdfs le
down in traffic, the Birmmpeham
Post {15 March) reporied onone b
cldent in which over 250 vouths
from several Morth i ekl schials,
marching of g nearby school, blodked
one of Birmingham's bosiear mrain
ronds by lieing in the middle ol the
road. Meanwhile, there were reports
comning trom the other side of the
city in ' Tile Cross. The Post repori-
ad, "Abour 500 children imvaded the
prownds of Archbishop Williams
school and were chased oot by
teachors who barred the gates
Ezrlier in the doyabout 200 of the
school's vwn pupils bad staged o
walkout. AL Turves Green school
Morthfield, the Headmaster acting
an o tpoff, sent children homea |5
mimuies ezely to their lunch when
he hewrd that one of the marches
waus heading his way'. The headmas
ter said, this wad dorme Lo svedd o
coaniron atien, when they arrived the
ciphoard was bure’,

Simitar scence were Baing repeal-
el throughout the West Midlands,
The Sandwet]l Evening Mail reported
that “palice received dozens of zmer
gency culls as crowds of chan ling
voungsters marched pisd plper styie
froim school to schonl,!

Where teachers popiadnagd 1Fai

The students’ actions coatinued

ihroughout the weekmd reports
began to appear in the press of sim-
itar actions (aking place in places as
far and wide as Belfast. Hoddersfield.

Boemmouth, Nottinghom, and
Theare wore reports

L he e

E¥IL FORCES

By the thisd dase thee focal ood
nathonal press were playing up the
exisbance of fevil’ forces left wing-

v of action
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IF-Thil 15 DEMDKERCY, Y
THEY HE oM STUFF | 'i‘.'.

Lucky | SHeuED I
BOOK. OF THOUBHTS bown
vy PAWTL REFORE |
CAMME OUT it

ers] ol 1o ghalish The mpoocnes
of our children®, The media were
husy painting a pigture ol &clion
studetts as ciahagpes unable 1o think
wned st Moy themselves, Lo ﬁ-'.'-'i.r_l_.'_
lealletlers piving out leaflets in sup
part of the MUSS (Natianal Lindon
ol Schocd Sradentzian the olher
i, were pordrvad inocarloons as
the political equivalent of a “dirty
old man’ disceeatly handing out
porno postcards al the schoel gaies
Line el ]5.‘|'|..||;.:_!|.|||'. Possd cartfoaon
with Lhe caplion “Sulfer Hnle child-
ren” sowed o heily . leofletime a

* schiool, Close sorutiny of the ckrtaon

showed one wchiwl studenr-appirent-
by reading a “vour rights’ kafiet the
WO WEy up.

Az the wesk |'|E__v:|r| ol o g
clode, the dispute, wehich had sturcted
as a burtle By teacha s for maere
UilEe s, bl Laken ona |_':'-|'|'|'_|;.;:;e:|_'_.'
new dimension. TheNUT, b its
oifficial srateanen s, was quick oo
place jissil firmlv-on {he side o lavw
and orderin the schools: Its posi
thon, complately contralicied in
prigiice ' the leachers” industizdl
aotion, was to ‘keep policeaout of the
schonla’, Anatleaer wie ol snvine thad

Cam thay wean The sippert of irhopl  Mudaney

U the final two davs of the week
aciivitics the suthorities ook drasiic
action wi 5o aftempt to defose the air-
uatron und return vo “normal educi-
tian®, This took several forms. In
somie schools the authorities had [ost
conticl, and il that sould be done
was 1o send fhe students homaae fora
Bweds iy pocling ofl perid wnd o
lmg weekend. The NUT ard feaching
attherities i BEirrnbngham ugreed 1o
OGP ceassr o 1o wse 8y pusils
in tlee dinner hoar, These were sven
allempds fo ol seniee papils and par-
enfa o fake an dinnar dulies, At Ah-
ooy Highachool, Bailiditoh, porcits
were heinp offered £1 an hour oz
supervisors, |ast amd By noomenns
LAl camne Lhe hij__' shick .

“The authorities have rencied with
o wicious backlash of arrests, canings
and suspensions, Even the police; so

It is nat surprising that the Lah-
our overmment refused to accept
the proposals of the Housa of Com-
rmans Select Committes on Face
Ralation: and lmmigration, Given
their strategy of contesting the
elections as the pariy that is prine-
pled an race, they could hardly ac
capt a report which as the Froansi-
s Fimes put i) is written in the
tanguage of double think and is a
straight endorsement of the views
af Emoch Powell' Labour will only
mmplemant the proposals if thaey
win the next generd elections —

by then they will be free to forget
their principles and carry out
changes in immigration policy that
&re & logical succassor 10 other rac-
ist legisiation.

Many commentators have al-
ready maentioned that the proposais
will:

—introduce pass laws and identl-
ty cards,

—destroy the family |ife of mmi
grants by not allowing kids ovar 12
and hushands the right of entry.

A4 the Institute of Hece Rela-
tioeks point out, “the message to im-
migrants is /f pow wens el ife
0 Fomie geve Naree i

It is reasonable to expect of a
Parliamentary Comm ittee that it
makes sure that the research on
wihich it bases s recommendations
Ie rnaasurably acourate. This the
Select Committes on Immigration
i mot do. 118 Figures are {rom the
Oiffice of Population Census Studsas
which elaseify as immigrants, for-
#ign, businassman or doctors and
even working holiday makers who
stay lopger than one vear in this
country, This makes the commit:
tee’s projections totally unreliabie.
Thouwgh, az "ar 8% we are concermad,
the report might just as wall have
invented its figuras since restricting

e RRE I o nothing 10

] torces of “lnw and order”,
have used dogs on pickets”, [I'rom s
schiol students fzafler I suppor of,
NL'SS.|

THE BH: 5TICK

“ickoug is by nooameans o melo-
deamautic definitien of the punish-
mehl dished ot toomilitants. The
lnst two days, papers were full of re.

purts of mdss condnzs and suspen sions.

Meither punishment being exclusively
fiar one sex aor theother. The Evening
Mail (March 161k under the headiine
Pupil Powes Girls Get a Caning,’
spoke of “the biggest hlity” comimg at
Polesworth schioe! in Warsdckshire,
where “30 voung=ters. including gisls,
were wiven two of three sliokas of
the vane cach, after children had Bar-
ricaded themselves inle slasrooms
S arvere Hian Four hours',

If workers had to go to work
m unifarm. ask permission to go
For a piss and got caned for

: breaking petty rules, there'd be

a general sirike. HBut this is pre-
cisely what school students in
this country have to pul up
with. | A militunt schaol
Stindent. |

editoria

—_maon
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improve race relations.  On the
contrary; immigration controly and
racial conflict are two sides of the
sAME coin,

e cennot axpact the Labour Move
rmant 1o move heaven and earth
against the implamentation of thess
racist proposals. What we can do is
appeal tor trade unionist’s self-inter
ast by point out that (dentity cards
cannot be instituted for immigrents
dlena  Any governrment whish wants
to introduce 10 cards will appeal to
prinziples of non-discrimination to
rmaks sure that everybody geis them,
e will then be ane step nearer 1o
the police states of Framce amd West
Germany, where 1D chacks are an
every day occurrences.

@ Another area where the effect of
Labour's policies are claar is over
children, Recontly, Ennals, the See-
retary of State for Social Bervioes,
had b inform the Cabinet that fam-
ilias with children were getting lass
finaneial support than the Conssria-
tive Government provided in 1870,
1971, and 1972 and less than Lab:
our qave im the lete 1860's, Tha
level of child support today i weell
balow tha level reached (n 13451

For example, family support for
a three-child family is down Inoreal
terms by ovar £3 a weaslk

From thia month child beanefits
off £2.30 are to ba paid to all ehild
ran, If paymant is maintained at
this low rate in the budget, the gov-
erfiment will sava money by having
phased out child tax alkowances in
fevour of child benofits. WWorse off

will be immigrant familles. Immi
grant workers are entitled to claim
child tax allowances for depandant
children resident overseas, but thess
are being phased out, Fur cohidd
benefits aro not papaiis for depsnd
eeis Cuerssss, Dnes agein, another
case of Labour refusing to put its
-where its mouth is

KEW MOYEMERT

I's hurd to be sure now, bt may-
fe looking hack the wyve of studant
protests of March 1978 will be ssen
a3 macking the real star of a naw
rosEimEnl in this country, The last
few weurs have witneas the Bisth of
mdependent movements ol women,
black poople and gays. Perhaps now
it's the turn nf the school students
o l.'l:'!ljﬂl'.iﬁ:' arounid their spacific op-
pressiom,

Youth involvement in politics is
nathing new, of course, But tn the
past it has tended to take the fomm of
youith wings of political parties, such
is the Young Sociulists, This depen-
gence on adell politics reflacts the
econnmic dependence of vourh, Un-
til they leave school, they are forsed
to depend on adults for the means
ol survival,

But if theie i o he o politically
independent mevement invalving
actrnod Studens, then adull socialiste
will have o re-think traditonal afti-
tudes towards vouch, There will at
lirmes be friction, especially if the s
dules uct and speak as paenta and
teachers {irst, and as socializts affer
L REEES

[l ions this month

L1500 Manchester supporiet

E6. 70 from another Manchester
SUPPOTLET

EROD [rom

‘Lucias’ courlegy

uf ndip from Red Star

Foregl workers,

Liverpool

E2.75 LAH.,
Ll 4sm

£1.1¢ Liverpool
Rig Flome

E1.00 Evegham
supporler

Miis paper coats about £200 per month to produce. Only about
E1S0 b5 re-couped in miles. This month hns teken us £44. 85 nearerto
our Janunry-June Fund Drive Tafger of £500.

Donatiens to the Business Manager, 287 Wavertree Road, Liverponl 7,

%o the total do date
atamds at £181.65
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o the fascists have in store for
women? Ruth Tyler and Caroline Wilson

ned in Nazi Germany

What d

on what happe

B When they come 1o power,
the Nazis made the display and
giveriisement of contraceplives
illegal. Birth control clinics were
forced to close. Abortion became
an act of ssbotape against the
state ond Germany s racinl
future, and carred jail senlences
of 15 year or more for doctors
who performed them

B The desive of women for
equality was labzlled by the
Mazls as a “Jewish Bolshevik
conspiracy’ infecting Germany,
Women's troe equality, siid
Hitler. copld only lie nwomen
performing the role which
natwre had given them

service to men and hearing
chilidren.

B After the Mazi seizure of
poaer, married women dociors
pnal civil servani s were dismised.
A woman’s place is in the
home”. From 1936 they were
barred Troan the lepnl sy stem and
eouldn’t serve on juries s ‘they
ganiiot think legically or resson
objectively, since they are riled
onily by cmastion.

gkl ot et oy gy Ty

T0 THE FUEHRER'

THE WEIMAR Republic of Germany before the rise (o power
of Hitler's National Socialists {Nazis) was a period of great
economic and social upheaval  Ome aspect of this was the
growth of an erganised women's movement, which challenged
the role of women in the male dominated authoritarian family
and fought for equal rights By 1925 fhere were 11 5 million
women in the German workforce  They had won the vote
Many middle class women were entering professional jobs and

the universities

Women were also challenging traditional moral-

ity and ‘respectability’ which denied them sex ual freedom and
controlled every aspect of their behaviour.... from having child
ren to what they eould wear, to which public places they could

be geen in,

Women, too, were involved in wider political move-

ments, Women like Rosa Lix emburg and Clara Zetkin were in
the forefront of the struggles of the socialist movement.

Iii thye scemomic and social chaom
and uncertanty - of Welmar Cemmany —
which suffered (nom the effects of
the First World War, high unempdoy-
ment, and inflation - the mpimtions
of women , like the spimtions of
the wiorking class wers See a8 yet
anoiles sign of moral depeneracy
and collzpss,

In this situation the fanatical
anti-feminism of the Nazl Party
found inuch support.  Many of the
unemploved thought that it was
wimen workers who lad taken their
joba. Many among the middis
cladses depended upon the women
in their family to ren thedr businesss
and farms.  All these prosps were
bawildared and cutraped by the
thureat tes thetr *moral standards’
which women's militmcy repres
ented,

Raprinted from SoscreMovamber 1976

When Hitler promised (o rewammn
Genmany to the harmony wnd Cran-
yuifity of a mythical golden pasl,
the middlz classes were feady to give
him supporct.  This nol caly meant
orushing the conflict belween
classes by desteaying the indz=pendent
workers' mosengeat, it alaa meant
degrroving comflicr betwesn the sexes
kv pelepating women to the suhmisgion
af the home and out of puhlic life.

The fascisis had mken the frt
sieps towards this end within their
aowen ranks when in 1921, @omen
were permatently bonned Dron dver
holding alfice b the Mazi 1"arty.
SACRED' SECOND CLASS CITE-
LENS
Ml propapanda revived the vision
of the sexaally and razially pare
peasanl woman, content 1o serve
hier nordic male by keeping hiv
house and benring i children,

“Woan 1s sacred to us L bar
maturaily predestingd role and every
man has reverence for her vocalion
{ehild bearingh. Sle is the poardizn
of the Gorman ruce, puie 2% nature.
M Jess a person that ous Fukrer
hns restared the Gecman wordan
i this mest worthy snd belitting
place in the natioa,”

If women wepz "spored’ in Lheds
role of housetound wife and mothet,
women who rejected auch imprison-
ment became the =nemies of purity
snd sxctedness.  Fwven women who
smoked, wore alake-up or | To0gess

Goebhlais s Lo aark foocotivingee
weornon that £ was all Tor thelr own
oo,  He pobnied oul!

‘(e dirplaccmen ! of women frnom
public life cecurs solely b restore
tiurir exdentinf diguity 1o fhew”

WORK WITHOUT WAGES

Fimtly, wonen had to be forasd
ot of their jobs.  Amwogst working
clags women this wasn't 40 easy.
Empdovers, whatever their altzch-
ment Lo Mo ahilosaphy, ware much
mianz swayed by tleebr wallgts, Anil
womien were cheaper lo employ than
mes. A ekiffed famale woarker cost
only as much a2 emploving an an-
i ied male warker. Omn fop of this
araanen were  vitad part ol the
economty.  They repressnisd 375
nf the todal workforee in 1233, One
in fwo agriceltoral worsers were
women, and m many induatrics. ¢.8.
catering, women wers 40 of the
tetal workforee, However, te
Fascists made some femdway in
reducing the numbers of married
wiornen em ployed.

Similarly women were hging
cxcluded Crom educnrion, e
achools many marred women
teachers were dismisied. AL the
same lime the content of gils'
sduention becanye more gEared Do
demestic suhjecis like cooking,
newselold management, gt

The pambers of women allowed
to entar collepe and aniversily were
drastically cul. The stace raled thal
thete shauld be anly aagz woaman
T gvery T men,  To discourngs
werrnen €t farther o compliory
‘domestic vear® was niroduzed,
Girleof 18 were foroed towwnrk
Tor One Year an a faren O a5 & domss
fic sefvant et Tos bed and
board, Mo wzpes were pasl,
CHILD FACTORIES

I'ke fascist stals
neaded children, prefeahly sons
redress the falling Hirth sate ani gs
plentltul supplies of cannon Todde
in Ui srrf

The gusiticn ol wlhother o ne
to kave chilidren and how mtany was
Aora matter thet the Nagis lought
warenshonld have any &y in
Iowrad g doly to fhe stdne, umie
the state wis sll-powerful.  This slole
cocicion to bresd was dredsed Gpom
the moss sickening mather cull props
gindia: Producing children was The
comditinon ol woman's cliizenship
Chiléless women did not rank as fully
patidl wp membars of the M 1 atale:

LS . P w N |

e e T L |

to the Fuehrer’ campaign appealesd
to patriotism and duty in order to
{orce mpon women a batrery han
pumstence. The German state was
proud of childbepring wonten m the
same way [he peasant s prowd of his

prire cow, Every year on Hitler's

sather’s kirthday the German Mothers!

{Cross was gwarded T women who
had produced large broods,  Much
like the rosettes pinned on sninals
at catile shows, this cross was praded
seoording o nuinbers: bronge fof
four ghilitren, silver for six, gold [of
gipht, The motio on the sross wias
s child enohles Lhe mather”

OFFSPRING

The state refuied permiesion
for aparriapes whers (he spe o
nme pariiel mads prdacing
children wnkikely, - Chihliess
mnafriages wer oifen "perspded
o diverce 50 that the pariners
might ‘produce’ with somebody
glse. Young girls going ogt with
soldiers were urped to becnme
pregnanl Betoees their boyfriznda
were &ent 1o the [ront — that way
they copid churn oul the makinum
crapoof of fspring.  This was [he
esdarce of Fascisd “equality® for
W OIS

KACIAL FURITY

‘Winat was expedted of her' wenl
heyond the mere prosluction of
‘quandity”. | The state densanded
‘unlity’ offspring. To Hifler's
Peais quality meant “razially and
phyaically” pure stock, To this
eod wmomen wane told wha they
could "mare’ with and who Uhey
conld maet Such regulalions were
summesd upin ‘the aw for the
protection of German blood and

Bih Acky ozt Lamae ana' Mivew ot vy gy g semymhny onil e Jhes iy g

[l Despite the foascist state’s all-
peneirating organd of toroe ans
propagands, women did resisd
their subjection fo drdgery,

It is coqually true that mamy
woamen were carried along on the
fascist tide, Mol very SUTpTsIIE
when vou consider that the Nazis
vicws ol se N and rece were
mothing new.

e et o o T o i
b Ly e Bt e

B Hestrictions on contraception
and ahortion, the sckening

ravizn which is so deeply rooted
in:evervdoy life, are normal
Tentures of capitolist society, It's
just that fascism takes the hrutl-
ity, the chaos and the personal
isolation of capilalist seciety s
their extremes — and that includes
the sulyjugation of women.

s

Every vear on Hitler's mother's birt hday the Garman Mother Cross was
gworded to women who had produced longe broods™ A ceremony in

Berdm
hoaour' (1%35), Marriage ad
sexual interenurse barwcen Jows
umid Crermans were profubioed
The penaliy wis penel seovitude,
Tews found guity of thos cliling'
the Crerman race wers exeduted
T his grotesgue doctrine exlendd
bevend race Lo cover the mentally
and physically handicupped, the
blin:d and the deat; all of whont
wate compilsorily steriised,
Anwvoite whe sacapied sterilisation
pnit b=came pregnanl kad their cm
brwos fmmediately ahorled.

LYMCHED

The ban on sexual selations
e femded fo-dmeer il olrernation=
alities,  Tlisancluded the moey
thamds o Foles Bussians and
French who wers fordlbly comserip-
ped 1o work i Germany during the
war, gsowell as the prisoners of was
German women who worked alorg-
spie flrese nen in Tactoriss aed
Furms were expected fo régard them
us heing nf mlerior racial stack.
Drberiously they did aot — for e
unly way the stale aiid saforee 5108
nideous suling was by herrendous
punitunents, In 935 gexual
relutions between Gernmdn w 0nieh
anil fereiEnars W pul on an
equal fonting wich saholage and
d smuption againat German miliia
pofentizl. Women who commilled
this suppossd ‘ofleace” had their
heads slioen, were put in gubdic
nillnzies o gemtenosd to pesiods
of herd tohour.  The men conceraed
wire oiten Tenched By Tooal Mozl
party afficials in e pane o radial
sell detoones.

Clechar's T, Be pegicdy Aol 83

One Ourthér sk was nssigned to
women in Liels production of
raclally purs stock, - They were
expecied [o indoctrinste Cheir
children with the Nazi philosophy,
Maothem ware to be the finst
monlder of the chdld” 8 mind ioto
the doctrines of Pascism — the boys
toy Become aoldaors — the grls
seothers of snbdies — both the
roals and property ol the state.
Womeal were expeciad o do this
pven down Do the last detail al
caplaining Lieir own s ricriiy:
Eved the Nadi women's leagos

(125 rati-sl servint Al women in
pearn g meErely willlsg tools of
his desites npel-wishes;

RESISTANCE

Witar hapzened To the winmen
of Crerrnzny umder the MNazis s an
example of what fascism does to
all exploited soclal prouns,  The
i smasheed o atroag and vital
womeit's povement i CErmany.
They crasbed it fust like they
crushed The trads unians and
political parties of the worses
rioverncnt o o whole, After Char
people w o might Bayve wan el
o resial Povmd Do afrmost Longposs
ible ta do sa Ongce people
are Lsnlated liom one anathet
unld bave po crgdeised wilo
light {or what they want, it & very
difFicals for them Lo oppose The
Fascist's polics egime — The
wipte reslly appenrs o beall power
Jul

Pevanrr Do Anavt Forn andt e Dissephi Biea s st dainaasd

arnival Against theNazis.

S
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Tom Robinson Band- Steel Pulse

The Carnival agairstihe Hazs will b= a chance ko light back Achardces

{e seply boEwery raciats! siatemant, weary insulling joke, sy Mozl
atiocs. |1 wlll b o gay when ordinpry warking peapie, black aad while,
e and weirsen, young and old can reclaim 1he sirests fram Bhe man

THInK o your relghbours, your Workmaies, e peaphs you go 1o

sehisnl with or friends wou mest in e pub. 27 the shops. Dad they
sapoll 3% 1he shaughd ol the Ku Klux ®lan broging their lynchings and

Perousds lhem fo camid alorsg bo Ihe Samivel & day shan they can
come lggether milh Ihausands ke themin etk @and manch and danes
IhFaugh aeas The Warie wauld [nve o makie their owrn

and celobradion fhal, diMeren? o we am, we won © be dilded by (ha

Tell the people around you.

Eve of May Day Sunday 30th April 1978

Brecaeding homarlyin

] Trafalgar Square (10.30am)

thesush | ondons Eacbnd i
Victoria Park

foran open sk concert wih

ol ek,

halred %0 ik counlrg ™

Thin will ik a dary of soidarily

Mazle' racesl paimen.

rsyourdayBe there!
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SOCIALIST FEMINISM

The emergence of the Socialist
Feminist Crirrent within W
en’s Liberation is the most ex-
citing development in organised
soclalist politics of recent years.

At the recent national Socialic
Feminist conference in Manches
fer, over [0 women met to dis
cuss thelr ideas and experiences
warking in different campaigns
and activities, The discussions
ranged frome rape ro elecrora ae-
Hiviry within the Sacialist Unity
campaign.  There were womer
wito work only within WOHEH §
EroLps and women who were in
left groups. Unlike many orher
Warten s confererves, there was
it pasitive feeling that aligned and
nan-aligned women activists cean

and must — discuss their com-
ron probloms together, and
learn how best 1o organice,

Apart from some excellent initia-
tives like involvernent of women's
groups in local strikes and campaigns,
there has not been o powerful nation-
ully organised movement which has
consistently argued for the ideas amd
gima of the Women's Liberation Move
ment in working class political orpan-
isations, or for working cluss politics
within the Women's Liberation Move-
ment. The socialist femindst r.vu:'rnerilﬂI

ides the v of linking an
wmm:ﬂtﬂuﬂeﬂmﬂhs so that .
feminism is not scomed as “irrelevant
by working class militants, and social-
fsm is not seen as & male preserve by
the women in Women's Liberatmn.
TUSTIFIABLE SUSPICION

In the past there as been jusrifl.
able suspicion of women in left groups
by sisters who have chosen not 1o
Jjoin 3 mixed organisation. Al too oft-
en men (and unfortunately some womr
en) in baft groups have refused to res-
pact the sutonomy of women's organ.
Ieation and political development,

All wemen activista whether in lefi
groups of not hove met with patronis-
ng attifudes or open hostility from
men, who talk about the “real” class
strugple, from which the v we worn-
en’s liberation as a diversion — and
thiz oftén from men who claim to be
revolutionary socializta!

LIVERPOOL :

Hackney Antli-Racim Dema lags yrar
tandrew Wiand: Aegort)

All'too oflen Bdividual women, or 115 hart Walt. CNenin the 443t
3 amall grouping have tried Band t0'ln- goyan activisés have not besn akls tn
tervene in trades councils, suppart get sufticient suppoit or 8 sulficieni
FLnup:_ '_1-'ulijtil1 al ._-:.I-np_.iign_s. and the exchange of ideas with one another

- r 5 T MICrE F 5
TR a7 YOS 10 1 o e of st
e e e ) T anlidarity to blusom, The sicoes

well-orpanised women on the Grun- oF this Man cheaicy Siiefchare i
wicks picket, or.at larae antasoist that the socialist feminist current
dem :'ll'._ilr.a: ]_l.IFrE like I':.--.n_-nlm.rr.__. |.'I.J5-31 within the Womien's Libetition Moye.
fantastic effoct. 1 provides . 1":"'.""1_ - ment can now provide 1his frame
ol """:'m'm_.l_'; I""I:“Im‘"j' inar work without iselating women from
|i1:1':i':'lllllj':.'|§].'-'-lll:l;':i:\'|;]1:ilt:rlll. Ii*.f\.l:u t;' |1: th '-'n-m.-n:-n's. I[ ihe r:||i-m‘:‘l-ic-1-un-|rr.|
viot o workine closs strupeles. And 35 3 whole. No one wants :_I:n:_ S
! i e Bl e abist feminist current to sphit itself off
it alsa widens the political impact from the Women's Liberition Move-
'-"r':?rf'r.'f'“-T‘ ;“ITL"dl] L:”F"I |d'L|?-I:=-I l';'!:_lm ment. What is needed is a forum in
Jl’l.an.u I..I:"I.1I.[l:.: audiedce of “the & which women cin ssch gt SperE
U MovensEnd, eocs 8nd develop peripectives shoul

Women'’s Action Group

r‘

The Liverpool Wornen's Action
Group 5 a good example of &
group whose fdess have heen de-
veioped by the emergence of a
national socighist ferminist ret-
work, and whose practice can
show & way forward for other
socialist ferminist groups,

L3

Dy b/
: e ﬁrﬁ?

Tty

LTy LR

We began as & grovp wathin the
Liverpool Women's Literation Mova:
ment, Wwhiose members wanted to
take action over Baues affacting lo-
cal women, and to take the Ideas of
tha WILM to & wider audienee, Wa
hava been involved in 8 wide rangs
of eampaigns and lswess in the 18
rmonths of our existance . soeia of
which heve hesn more suceessful than
athers.

HOSPITAL CAMPAIGN

Crur first campalgn was to keep a
Materrity hospital — Mill B oad —
fram closing Wa petitionad in foeal

miarkats, getting thousands of signa-
turas fram woamen who had had their

h,

wne of the
Aroup — & shop steward in NIUPE —
hatl amangst the health workers” un
ions. Tho hospital staved opern.

Aoiran Jamiai Sorkior
babips in Mill Road, or who wanted
s it in the future. We alse labbied
the Community Health Coureil gnd

the elaticnship between ferninsm and

socialism,

FEMINESM AND SOCTALISM
Historically, the theory and sirat-
agy of the lef had ot waorst dismisa-
el and at hest paid lip servize to the
cppression of women — until worp-
en arganised, debated and developed
an umiderstanding of their situacion
wiiich could challenpe this ooz plac
ency and ignorance. Bl there i
still 3 lomg way to o, an FANY Ci-
il greas of women s lives and his
tory we only just now being exqslar-
ed- Reproduction, child care, any
housework, and the sexual division of
labour; women's health and sexual.
ity: rape; wormen and fusciam,. The
Lis2 15 endless and the task facing soc-

We tried te ensure that every Sat-
urday we waul'd be out an the BIFRELs,
githar in the centre of town ar in aths
#r busy shopning areas, talking abogyt
our idieas, giving out information, or
encouraging worrien to takes action
with us over issues. This didn't alwiays
happan, fee a variety of practicsl roas
ans, but the commitment of the qroup
wiad to this tyoe of work,

FIREMEN'S WIVES

During our first wear of practice,
the Liverpool Wamen's Centre folded
and we feltit was crucial to oy te fird
& meating place that was well-known
and pubdlic fo all the wamen in Liver-
pool. This took up a lot of time and
energy. We finally found an ideal pre
misas on & busy strest — and wers all
st io move in 1t burned down, This
wed really ironic, singe at tha time the
roup was acthvely invodved with &
Firemen's Wives Support Group that
had been sez up to campaign in sup-
oot of the firemen's claim, We ware
2ut leafletting and patitioning for
them outside our future wormen’s sane
tro the day it burned down!

Before the Mationa! Saciafist Fem-
inist conlerenos there were some of
us in the group wha wanted the Waom-
en's Action Group 1o become a more
cpenly sociatist faminist group. Thare
were tensions in tha grous Between
those wornen in left groupos and those
who weren't, There wens some wom-
en wha wers much mers active than
others, which often meant that thesy
snemad te ‘run’ the group and con-

tral what it did,
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ialist femninist women (o develop a
theory und strategy is enormous, But
it iy made r|'.u|_'|'|_ EasiEr ;jr|-;| MOIe eX-
citing knowing that there sre ian-
dreds and thmsinds of women
thraughout the country wanting to
tackle the problern and organise for &
socialist revolution which will bring
real and lustiog saing for women and
their toal liheration, And it s nod
unfy in this conniry thar the socialisg
teminist movement is growing. It i
intemilional. Last vear thers were
dwo contferences, in Paris and Amstes
daim, where women, mainly from
Western Europe, but from Latin Am-
erica and the third wosld, too, met,

FROBLEMS

A bip and immediate problem is
that the e 2re few srork e class wom
en actively invalved, and most soclal
isi-fesninist groups have not found
wiavid (o reach beyond an zudisancs of
those who are alregdy politizally a-
ware and fvolved in the women’s
movement, There are socialist
ferminizt groups whe see the feed o
involve themselves in the sludy of
teminist theory withour being willing
— of knowing how o — make their
palitics accessibla 1o women in their
arca: hnoussweves and wags workers,
worren who don’t sae their daily
atrugele to survive in the capitalist
system as having anvthing 1o do with
‘politics' (which they see as some-
thing that concerns only men),

HIDDEN HISTORY

Discovering the hidden histary of
wornen arid developing feminist theory
will only have relevanee if it cin be-
coine memingiul for every woman
who is fighting te change her and her
children's lives. Just as the secalist
fernirdst current is demanding that
:hejn-. cannol be 3 soclalizst revolutiog
williout feindnifm, so:mus
alist feminast current e
se=lf the task of arging within the
Women's Liberation Movement —
and more imporlantly, outside of i1

that there carnot be o feminise
revolution without socialism,

To do that the socialist fermninist
mavement will always have to find
witys of apening itself onl fo inclode
more warking class wemen and to
mutke itsell public, so that it can
insist — i the face of capitalism’s
daily demands and drudgery — that
& soviplist feminist revolulion is the
only renlistic future [or women

Far wmare fnformdiion abait the
Serciadiee Fesiniin Netw ork,
cantaer Searlet Women Collecrive,
¥ Washington Terrace, ¥arth
Salelds, Frme ard Wear,

Thare weare quite & few women
who had come to mesting because
aurs ware the only opan Waomen's
Liberation Movement meatings Apart
from the Mational Abortion Cam =
N and the Waomen & Heslth group.
et thay came only ©o Fnd that the
qroup didn’t suit their neads, This s
8 cendtant problem of any WLM
groug: how to desl with new mem-
bers and yet cantinue to function,
Cluite a Tow wamen who had besn
Ver'y dctivie in the group from the be-
glaning find it more ditfleult to
come because of child care and baby
sitting.

WOMEN'S PAPER

Atter the confarence wo decided
Lo arganise regular, open manthiy dis
SuUsions on issos relating ta the Sgo
hEt Farminist current, so thar aur
ideas would becorme clearer and heape
fully reach & farger number of warm-
an on Maerseyside, We have aleo just
produced th latest issue of the Mar-
seyside Waorman's paper, which has g
ticlas an gome of tha cam Paians e
have bagn invalved in,

Exchanging our idess and Bxpar-
iEnces with other woman in tha g
ialist feminist eurrent has been for us
Both o challenpe and 2 source of
strength.,

T @rTiels s v dan By ar i iaiue
Srsrentaer of e i saany Action Group wia
e Big Flavme, Dedivtonately, time dig
ik wiew it 1o be shewn o e growg, and
-] l'{ D'ﬂ_uﬁ MOE ORI PRI CaEETT [
anes VW
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The nuclear lfobby has gor a
free hand o go ahead with its
pilan for a big reprocessing
piant at Windscale in Cumbria,
Justice Parker's recent report
Suggests that public inguiries
are only likely to back the
plans for constant expansion
of nuclear power. Just as well,
ther, that the anti-nuclear

“Some people argue hal
nuclear power would be ak if
democraiicatly coniralled. |
disggree, There are some tech-
nologies which are inherently
alienating, inefficient and un-
healthy . . . . nuckedr power ix
one of these, ™

Ihat's Jane Cartwright's
view, A member of the British
Socety for Social Responsib-
ility in Science, she writes here
in-a personal capacity.

AN EXTENSION of nuclkear
powwer will mean fewer and
worse jobs, very significant

bealth risks to workers, restrict-

ions on tracde union activities
in the power industry, exten-
sive political surveillance of
powar workers and restrictions
of civil ‘liberties’ for the gen-
eral public. On top of this

are the concerns of the ‘eco-
lobby’ — environmental
disruption and the increasing

prodiferation of nuclear weapon-

ry.

ALTERNATIVE TECH:
NOLOGIES

The exira energy we do need
does not have to be provided
by nuclear fission. There are
the so-called alternative tech-
nologies. The nuclear mafia
have managed to create an
image of the alternatives which
associates them with Wealsh

hill farms, dotty eco-freaks and
austerity, The truth is that with

suitable investment (compar-
able with, say , that planned
for fast breeders) these tach-
nologies can make a contribut-
ion at least comparable with
nuclear power with none of
the disadvantages outlined
above except environmental
disruption (and that at a more

acceptablz level — hilltop wind-

mills or extensive electric grid
from coastal arees to deliver
Wiave power a5 against radio
active waste disposal problems
of several thousand years

duration. Fast breeders are also

an ‘altermative’ power source
— and a dubious one compared
to wind or waves — there just

muoverrent i5 just getting off
the ground it this countey.

ANE-riclear Ioverents i
Halland and West Germany
have farced rhelr govermments
to cut Back ex0aNsIG0 Hans.
Maypbe the demonsirations in
London on 28 Aprtf and
Tarness (Scotland) 7 May will
fap the basiz for 8 mass mave-
ment.

THE NUCLEAR POWER DEBATE.:

Life would be grim
under a nuclear regime

‘Operation Smokoy” goes Wp in ¥
Flats, Mawnada in Y#57. This 44 kiloton
oy, twios the size of Hiroshime

was sxpladad in frant of 400 Gls,
isn't enough plutoniom lor
thermal reactoers producing it)
to power encugh breeders (even
if they plunder their weapans
for plutonium — unlikely!) to
bridge that enargy gap of
theirs!

NUCLEAR POWER AND
JOBS

‘But at least nuclear povwar
means jobs' — What sort of
jobs though? Nuclear power
cregtes temporary jobs in
remote areas whilst a station

is beipg built, the locality is
disrupted by the temparary
population bulge and then
everyone moves an ta the next
site. Very few permanent jobs
are created — and for those
workers lucky enaugh to get
these jobs, trade union sctiv-
ities will’be limited. The
nuclear work farce will be
screened tor dissidents — you
can't let militants near pluton-
ium. The phrase ‘holding tha
country 1o ransom’ — with
strikes at nuclear plants — will
take on a new dimension. The
‘Bun’ would have a field day
and very little information
tabout productivity, profitabil-
ity or health and safety issues)
will be available to trade union-
ists 1o fight back with. There's
already been a threat of troops
to break the picket line at

Mow six of them héwa laukam s and
thalr children sre born witls an abawe
avarage rata of panetic dafecia,

Windscale during 8 strike last
WEET,

RBecent trade union activities
initiatives — the Lucas
stewards” alternative conporate
plan and studies by stewards
at AEl [Trafford Park), Parsons
and Clarke Chapmans have
concluded that small coal-fired
power stations with district
heating schemes, wind and

-gofar enargy technologies, heat

pumps eand home nsulation
create a wealth of skilled and
varied jobs in the powar
industry, the materials supply
industry. and the building
tracde.

CONSERVING ENERGY

In_any case, the scope for con-
=ving energy is vast. Houses
can be insulated and draught
proofed. More efficient central
heating with heat pumps and
controlled air circulation —
ventilation systems can be in
stalled in poorly heated homes
A lot of energy could be saved
if we switched back from elect-
rFicity to gas or solid fuel heat-
ing because electricity generat-
ion and transmission costs 5o
much fuel (but the nuclear
imdustry doesn't like this idea
because no-one’s thought of a
non-electric way 1o distribute
nuclear powerl, Mew housing
can be designed Lo take advant:

age of the sun's heat. Remem-
ber houses built in the 19505
and 603 took little account af
energy costs because oil was
50 cheap.

Waste heat from electric
poweer stations which at present
i% lost in cooling towers can
be pumped around housing
astates if the trend to bigger
BI'Hj more remate [FOsveEr
stations is reversed end we go
back to smaller urban stations
{not such a good idea if power
stations are nuclaar]. On-site
generation of electricity for
factories (at presant discour
aged by the CEGB) would sim-
ilarky allow use of waste heat,

Life wwould be grim wnder a
nuciear regims,

POWER WE CAN DO
WITHOUT With pluton-
ium shipments up and dawn
the country the 'threat of
terrarist activity” will be a
perfect excuse for extensive
surveillance of subversives’, 1.8,
anyona from Friends of the
Earth leftwards.

Some people argue that
nuclear power would be ok if
demacratically contrallad —
socialist nuclear power, | dis-
agree. There are some technaolo-
gies that are inherantly alien-
ating, inefficient and unhealthy
Such industries arg [noom pat-
ible with the changas in social
relations that socialism
demands. Muclear power 15
ane of these, Dan’t let them
build Windscate,

TOIRMESS 15 JUST 30 minutes from Edinburgh, and s the proposad
sita for Britain's next nueclear power station. This will be one of the
two Advanced Gai-Caoled Reactors WAGHI agreed to by the Govemn-
ment. Whils the 85R' are probably the best of a bad deal on puclear
powes, all nuclear power stations produce radiosotive waste which ra-
mains damgrrous tolife for hundreds of thousands of years.

Mo wondar, then, that SCRAM — the Scottish Cempaign to Resist
the Atomic Menace — i salling for & protest, Especially whemn it's claar
that tha S5ER have at lesst 20% too much panerating cepacity and that
their forecasts of futurg slectrizity dermand are over asaqgersted. Also
whan i1 is becoming ingreasingly clear that there are feasible altermatives

1o NUCRIT POWET.

Uniike other countries there has pever been a large-soala manifesta-
tion of public aBpasition ta nuclasr pewer. |2 time thet this chan guel,

JOIN THE PROTEST:
sEapAYEth & Tth 1878

ASSEMBLE IN DUNBAR, MAY Bth, AT MID-DAY

s+apiARCH TO TORMNESS
+#HRASS RALLY ON SITE

EDINBURGH

0 10 20

SOMETHING TA READ

30 miles

Thorntonlech
& TORNESS

Berwick

hai Chokce Windsaale, oy C2ach Sonroy, a lazding flaht of Friznos of the Earth,
| fram PO, 27 Clarsanwell Ciom, Landon, SCL0,

The Fiulke Gacinty, by Walter Pattersan, O3, b from PO,

Umndermuarrenis. b manshiy g b1 ] #ine of 156 Lrlilsh sslogy Aafemative fechnioliogiy

el rard. 450

Ford
Anti-Report

“Ford workers have proved Lheir
militaney and crganisaronal ahilicy
at plane level in the past. Oely by
extending their bpn-backs on intes-
nalinnil lines can Lhey resisl the
depredations ol whatl has become
tlie most plebal of global corporcar-
fons,"

That's the canclusion ol Cowntsr
lalocmation Services few A me-
Reparr on Faed. 11 inakes alat ol
semse aller wou read aboul the way
Ford operates across the world,

Coaaperition from Goeneral
Motorms lorced Focd To mely more
ancl more ¢n il intermalional sales
They provided 44% of s tolal
prafits la1 year, Whal makes Ford
ek ao profitably is che way it org

anises fleall world wide,

€5, ¥ Pajond 5. London WL Price
Gl

TACTIC ONE — DUAL
SLUPPLY

Ford makes Tive pUssenger Surs i
Barope. They ame assem fhed al nene
different phinls, so thal noonoodel,
except the Giramabi, is e pendent
o o plant dlome, 1uring the

Ford wasafle 1o imporl Esoors
from Ferope. This “dual-scarcing'
is e spainsr withers anid comped
thars: o as fsken advanlape al
Eritish Lavlund's waukness by
prEporiing vars- oo Burope seeond
me b sl demand.

TACTIC TWO — DIVIDE
AMND BULE

Farid specinlises in dividing 118
warkfarce. 5lanid ootside Lhe gatag
af most Gltils plants and you'l see
whal 1 mean, They intermationlly
recrudt From different maliong and
colours. On the continent, where
irmmigranl Labour @& the mpjority of
its workforee, Turkish, Spanish

and Mtaliim workerd liave 0o over-
vome limguaee problems befoge
thew van Begin bo wnile.

TACTIC THREE — TAMING
THE STEWARD

el lests the woesld fn lnboar
relalions — Trom and @i Loysrs polit
of view, 11 was Lhe Ticst “Brizisn”
cdr firm o ahalish pigceswork and
replace it with memsured day work,
Afler the successfus 196% strtke,
Ford wemd all=nal Lo break the
unity and militency of The skog
alewards: It gave them the joh of
rolicing the shop oo and prewe-
ing dispines

The smewards lost their conirs
over wiees Lo the natlonal officials
Anad Toture wape rises hecame
conditlonsl oo produckivicy and
mnnieg slrings which the stewards
had te pul inter operalion,

TACTIC FOUR — SAFETY
LAST

Faord &5 netorious for patting poo

dustiom belore The safely nl s
wortkers Less well known i its
ruthless atiitade fowarnd custcmer
sxtotv. The Antk H.-.'."FII.IIL AociBents
Clee Pinlo dags.

LY& Ford engineers knew that o
reprand impact on its Bear-selling
Pinco model zould ruprure the fol
tank. teroiog the car inta s peteel
bk, The company coldly
cillculated the cost ol remeadyving th
defect and compared it to the cost
of compensating Lhe victims of bun
injurizs in rearent necidents, They
fecided it would he cheaper — ar
e profitable 1o pay damnges
{Fird gssessed the value ol 2 humar
Tite at OO0 dallarsk

Iromdeally, ooman who siafiered
B0 burns after a pear-end Pinto
golision has recently neen awarde:d
o0 million dallars cosrpensarion by
an Adrgrican colrt. In ane Tell
awoer, Ford has last whad it
expectel Lo give by nol carrying
ourt the Pinlo tuel tank
el rEalidn,
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KEY ISSUES OF THE
NUCLEAR DEBATE

The tactics of the nuclear lobby
have been very successful so far —
not surprising considering the cash
and expertise at their disposal.
Their argument is that there will
be an energy gap by the 1980s,
that only nuclear power can fill.
‘So let’s go on with nuclear power’,

This raises a lot of questions.
Here are some of them.

* What is the extent of the energy
‘gap’? And to what extent can it
be met by other sources of energy,
eg. coal, the sun, tidal power and
schemes like home insulation that
reduce the amount of energy
needed?

* What is the connect’ n between
nuclear power stations and an in-
crease in police controls? All
nuclear power workers have to be
screened politically and the trans-
portation of nuclear fuel up and
down the country means the intro-
duction of new forms of police
surveillance.

* We know that there have been
accidents at nuclear power stations
— but how serious is the possibility
of a radio-active leak? Why are we
never told about the nuclear plants
that have ‘gone critical’?

* Since India exploded a nuclear
device in 1974, it is quite obvious
that international non-proliferation
agreements are not working. Yet
it's key to the reprocessors’ case
that centralising fuel reprocessing
in a few places discourages other
countries from developing their
own nuclear weapon capability.

Nuclear

THE DEBA'TE on nuclear
power has only just begun in
the labour movement. Some
trade unionists in the electricity
power supply industry have
given nuclear power uncondit-
ional support on the grounds
that it will provide the industry
with jobs. Others, like York-
shire NUM Executive have
come out in clear opposition to
nuclear power on the grounds
that it will mean the end of
jobs for miners. In this inter-
view, Jeff Goss and Ron
Murphy, two TASS, militants
put forward their view that
certain forms of nuclear power
(the advanced gas-cooled reactor
reactor AGR) should be
developed at the same time as
much more money is spent on
the development of altemative
pOWETr Sources — wave power,

Hunter;tnh"

Chapelcrossdh

ATornass

Windscalei;
Calder Halldh

SazmuA
% '33-..". ‘
_ Bradwell

The main nuclear sites in Great Britain

Power needed

solar energy, tidal power etc.
They develop their views in
the pamplet “Workers Power’

Q. What forms of nuclear power, if
a;!,r, do you think should be develgp-
ed?

A. The position of our TASS comm-
ittee at GEC Trafford Park (Man-
chester) is that we should go ahead
with the development of AGRs
which is a second generation reactor
and give priority to the HTR gas
reactors which is a third generation
reactor. We think there is the tech-
nology available to build safe react-
ors. It is the case that building the
AGRs will provide jobs in the po-
wer turbine industry and that must
be part of any perspective we put
forward.

Q. But what about all these
arguments about the 'plutonium
state’ — aren’t you worried about
the dangers of a nuclear reactor
blowing up and the threats to civil
liberties that will come with nuclear
power?

We believe that it is inevitable that

Leyland in
S.Africa

WHAT'S HAPPENING to
British Leyland’s South
African empire? They've closed
down their plants in Australia
Spain and Italy, but it seems
more investment is to be
ploughed into South Africa.
Does this mean still more Land
Rovers for the polic and army
(they used them at Soweto)?
Not if Leyland’s South
African workers, and their
supporters in this country,
have their way.

The basis of apartheid is

foreign investment; about 50%
is British. Liberation for black
South Africans (and for workers
facing lay-offs in Bfitain) means
breaking the South African conne-

some of the country’s energy needs
are met by nuclear sources. We also
think that as great a share as poss-
ible should come from renewable
energy sources (solar, tidal etc.)
but it must be made clear that so
little money is being spent on
research that it is very difficult to
know what their capabilities are.
We are opposed to the fast breeder
reactor and the pressurised water
reactor that Weinstock and GEC
want to build in this country under
license from the States. These mean
quick profits but a dangerous
product and no chance of export
orders since the license would only
be for home production.

There are obvious dangers with
any type of nuclear reactor but
there are also dangers with coal-
fired stations.

In fact, in recent research we
have seen claims that with large
coalfired stations there are consid-
erable emmissions of carbon dioxide.
It is also the case that the Severn
barrage scheme and tidal and wave
schemes will also have an impact on
animal life — in the case of tidal
power, fishing is bound to be affect-

A new Anti-apartheid pamphlet
British Leyland and South Africa,
shows that the secret of Leyland’s
South African success is non-
unionised cheap labour, coupled witl
with the investment which is
drawn from Britain.

BLACK WORKERS UNIONISE

In 1967 the Minister of Labour,
Mr, Viljoen said *“...the Bantu
worker himsell does not show

any great interest in trade unions
either.”” BLSA’s posilion became
clear after 1973, when African
workers tried to get their Metal and
Allied Workers” Union (MAWU )
recognised by the company.
Although the apartheid laws would
stop MAWU from becoming a regis-
tered trade union, recognition by
BLSA was legally possible, At

the Mobeni plant in Durban, 95%
of the African workers were in
MAWU, but Leyland “‘regretfully
reserved” negotiating rights. After
disputing the composition of the
‘works committee’, the Atrican
workers struck in March 1974,
They risked arrest, fine, prison,
dismissal and their right to be in

are the key issues for Socialists?

ﬁ
ADounreay

THE NUCLEAR DEBATE IN
BIG FLAME

Many socialist used to think
(and some still do) that
socialism was about the dist-
ribution of wealth — that how
wealth was produced was not
a political decision, that the
technology society used to
produce its wealth was neutral.
It is no longer possible to hold
this view when we look at the
effects of technology like the
assembly line, the computer
and now nuclear power on the
the development of countries
that were once thought to be
socialist. Technology affects
relations between people and
the struggle for socialism is
about the changing of relations
between people — at work and
/n all other activities of every-
day life.

On these pages we introduce
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inued debate in Big Flame on
nuclear power. Like the rest
of the revolutionary left in
this country Big Flame has
been slow to take up the
nuclear issue. This is in part
due to a defensive orientation
we share with other left wing
organisations. For too long
we have refused to accept that
as revolutionary socialists we
have something on what kind
of society it was we wanted to
build — and it is very relevant
to ask whether nuclear power
and socialism are com patible.
In ‘Brave New World’, Huxley
wrote: “It is probable that all
the world’s governments will
be more or less completely
totalitarian even before the
harnessing of atomic energy;
that they will be totalitarian
during and after seems almost
certain.”’

ed by the floats. The important
point to be made here is that we
are not spending enough money on
research; in other countries like
the States and France much more
research is being done.

Q. The anti-nuclear power
movement in this country has been
led by groups like Friends of the
Earth; what is your opinion of
them?

We see them as middle class organ-
isations dominated by middle class
interests. They seem connected
with the ‘back-to-the-land’ move-
ment and energy conservation and
zero growth. The fact is that the
only way the working class can
survive is with economic growth —
there is no way we are going to get
a larger slice of a shrinking cake.
Zero growth ideas are anti-working
class and working class people
sense it. But that’s not to say there
aren’t great dangers with nuclear
energy. For instance, we're very
worried about the disposal of
nuclear waste. At present, it’s
dumped in the sea in steel
containers like egg boxes. The
pressure on these boxes must be
enormeous — enough geological
movement could just bust them
open.

Q. In any case, in order to protect
jobs in the industry there will have

to be some form of nuclear power?
If we’re going to suceessfully fight
for jobs, we have to be selective in
what form of nuclear reactor we
call for. There is nothing
inconsistent in being against the
fast breeder reactor and for the
AGR. We must also fight for the
development of nuclear fusion (as
opposed to fission) which is ]
basically the heating of hydrogen to
very high temperatures. We are not
opposed in principle to the develop-
ment of nuclear power — in the long
long run we are sure that it can be
made as safe as other forms of
energy. What we think is essential

is that the trade union movement

There is no dole or supplementary

benefit for Africans either. BLSA
sacked all the strikers, then rein-
stated them, then laid off 65 who

develops an integrated energy
strategy. Unless we do this we will
remain in the situation we are in
now where the employers are able
to oppose one group of workers
against another — AGR workers a
against PWR workers, nuclear indus-
try workers against the miners etc.
Until we unite around a common
energy strategy, we won’t be able
to involve in the fight the shop
floor worker who so far has
remained a spectator in these argu-
ments.

‘Workers Power', a socialist report on
the power plant and energy industries
by the energy group of the Conference
of Socialist Economist with AUEW-
TASS, Trafford Park, Manchester, is
available, price 25p, from News From
Nowhere, 100 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1.

The unacceptable

costs of
Nuclear Power

Recently when Benn in his capacity
as Energy Secretary cancelled the
heavy-water project, he announced
that the cost was £145 millions —
of which £45 millions had gone
down the drain of the plant in Win-
frith., As one private company after
another drops out of the nuclear
energy business, it is becoming clear
that nuclear power is not financially
viable even given the ‘peculiar’
methods of calcufation used to cost
the projects.Comparnies are being
baled out of these projects with

the injection of government money
—which we cough up and have no
control over. As the price of uran-
fum soars and there are cost over-
runs throughout the nuclear
industry, alternative sources of
energy like tidal energy, wave
power, heat pumps, district heating
schemes {ook a better proposition
from a capitalist economic point

of view.

In November 1974 Alpheu Mthetwa
Secretary of MAWU, went to the
Elandsfontein plant to recruit

new members. He was arrested

by the South African Security
Branch, called in by BLSA. By
September, 1976, he was banned,
together with Sipho Kubheka,

the branch secretary in Johannes-
burg. And in Britain, Leyland

told the T&GWU and AUEW that
it could not recognise MAWU before
other employers did, as this

“might set back the cause of
African representation.”’

BRITISH SUPPORT

Shop stewards at Rover, Solihull,

aren’t satisfied with this situation.

They have produced a broadsheet

about BL’s South ‘African opera-

tions, and are demanding:

@Recognition of MAWU

@An end to all investment in South
Africa,

@An end to all arms sales to South
Africa, including Land Rovers.

@Increased contact between South
African black workers and
British trade unionists..
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THE STRUGGLE

WORLDWIDE

ISRAEL’S
EXPANDING BORDERS

Q. In what way was the invasion by
Israel of South Lebanon caused by
the Palestinian Liberation Organisa-
tion raid on Tel-Aviv a few days be-
fore?

A. The raid only provided an excuse
for the Israeli invasion; it would have
happened anyway. The fact of the
matter is that Israel has had its eyes

on the south of Lebanon since its cre-
ation as a state in 1948. In fact, at

a secret meeting during the Suez cri-
55 in 1956, the prime minister of Is-
rael, Ben-Gurion, proposed to the
English and French that Lebanon be
dis-membered with Israel grabbing
the south — the proposal was too
risky for the English and French to
accept. In any case, it is quite clear
that the purpose of the raid was not
merely to hit PLO targets, as the Isra-
elis claim, but to clear the native pop-
wiation from the area. This eye-wit-
ness by a journalist makes that clear.
“Further south in Tyre, all that re-
mained of a population that once
numbered 45,000 was a few hundred
#ged Lebanese civilians and scores of
teen-aged Palestinian fighters. Smoke
rose fromthe ruins of a building hit
by lwaeli bombs. Palestinian and
Latanese dug through rubble in
ssarch of bodies. The bombard-
ment seemed to have been indiscrim-
nate, both from the air and from
#wps offshore. Except for one Pal
#mimian anti-aircraft gun on the out-
siurts of town, no military targets
had been hit. The port remained un-
damaged. What had been hit and
hard, was the civilian dwellings. Was
this deliberate counter-terror on the
part of the Israelis? It certainly
looked that way’.

# Lebanese Refugees fleeing from Isragli
Advance (Oct Publication)

Q. What are the goals of the Israeli
invasion?

A. In the first place, the Israeli gov-
ernment hoped that the invasion
would divert pressure that was on
them to make a settlement over the
West Bank of Jordan. By grabbing
the south of Lebanon, the Israeli
government will make ‘getting out
of Lebanon’ the centre of their dis-
cussions with the United Nations
and foreign powers. Also, land
grabbing is part of the very nature
of Israel’s imperialist expansion that
has gone on since the creation of the
state of Israel in 1948 — the more
land you grab, the more frontiers
you have with unfriendly states that
you have to ‘neutralise’, so the more
land you have to grab, etc. No

WHAT ARE THE

KEY ISSUES
IN THE
MIDDLE-EAST
CONFLICT ?

amount of territorial annexation will
satisfy Israel; it will only be stopped
by a military defeat. As Moshe Day-
an, a leading Israeli military man,
said, 'Let there be no Jew who thinks
that this is the end of the process.”

Q. What is the involvement of the
super-powers in the Middle East
situation?

A. The Russians have very little in-
volvement in the area..Their recent
attempts to gain influence have all
ended in failure. And they have
their hands full with the conflict in
the Horn of Africa and in Southern
Africa. The Americans have always
been and remain the dominant Im-
perialist force in the area. Over the
years, they have been a staunch sup-
porter of Israel, which gets every
year vast amounts of US arms, mon-
ey loans and gifts from rich Jews
living in the West. But over the
years, the US has also encouraged
the growth of the pro-Western Arab

bourgeoisie (ruling class) that it needs

to make sure the Arab masses are
kept under control — this includes
the ruling classes of Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, etc. The fact that

these countries, especially Saudi Ar-
abia, are a major supplier of oil is
another reason for the US govern-
ment wanting to keep them ‘sweet.
The large Jewish vote and the pro-
Israel lobby in the US Congress have
some weight in determining US pol-
icy in the Middle East, but even
without them, support for Israel
would be part of the US imperialist
strategy. Still, it is also the case that
the Carter administration would
very much like to bring about a set-
tlement in the Middle East that con-
tented the Arab ruling classes —
there is no doubt that the big loser
in any such settlement would be the
Palestinian people who would loose
any claim they have in exchange for
some bullshit ‘autonomy’ on the
West Bank of the Jordan [see

West Bank Puppet State’, this page]

Q. What effect on the support for
the PLO from the Palestinian people
has recent Israeli aggression had?

A. As one Palestinian said after the
PLO raid on Tel Aviv: ‘I deplore that
there are 34 people dead in Israel,
just as | deplore that as a result of
the Israeli retaliation there will be
ten times as many people dead in
the Lebanese refugee camps. But
how can you blame us? You say
this action is not very noble. Name
a course that we can take that is in
fact noble. We have nowhere to go,
nothing else to do.” There is no
doubt that recent events have
strengthened the PLO politically,

What their effect militarly on the
PLO is depends on the PLO’s abil-
ity to fight a guerilla war. For the
first time in its history the PLO
found itself fighting a classical
guerilla war. Quite correctly it
decided not to make a heroic stand,
but has begun hit and run tactics on
the invading Israeli army. It was this
ability of the PLO to conduct a
guerilla war that surprised the Israeli
army and explains the failure of

the Israeli invasion to destroy the
PLO.

Q. What are the politics of the PLO?

A. The PLO is a coalition of differ-
ent'political forces — the dominant
ones being nationalist and populist.
There is no clear comitment to
socialism on the part of the PLO
leadership and in those countries.
where they have established a pre-
sence, as in South Lebanon, the PLO
was not willing to develop a polit-
ical relationship to the Arab peas-
ants and workers who live there.

Q. Many people are worried by the
PLO’s refusal to accept the existence
of the state of Israel — surely Israelf
Jews have a right to live in Israel?

A. A very clear distinction has te

be made between the working class
Jews who live in Israel and the
Israeli state. The Israeli state is Zion-
ist, racist and imperialist, and its
destruction is a precondition for the
the building of socialism in the area.
At the same time, Jews who live in
Israel must be recognised as having a
right to live together with Arabs in
a multi-racial, socialist state. A
phoney ‘homeland’ on the West
Bank will do nothing to answer the
needs and aspirations of the Palest-
inian people; neither does the react-
ionary state of Israel answer the
needs and aspirations of the Jewish
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Palestinians- Arabs
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The map above shows where the
Palestinians are living today. By def-
inition, Palestinians are Arabs who

live in (or are refugees from) the area

now consisting of Israel, the Gaza
Strip, and the West Bank, all of
which was once called Palestine, aft-
er the Philistines, who lived there
(along with the Jews) in biblical
times. The largest number of mod-
ern Palestinians still remain in that
territory: 693,000 in the West
Bank, 447,000 in Gaza, and 574,000
in Israel proper. Many more live in

the neighboring states such as Jordan

and Lebanon, the poorest amongst
them in refugee capps that were
first established in the later 1940’s.
Other Palestinians live in Libya and
the Persian Gulf; there is an estimat-

Country

WEST BANK
A\’ 693,000

JORDAN 1,100,000

v

GULF STATES
[OMAN, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES,
BAHRAIN & QATAR

ed 50,000 living in Europe and
60,000 in the USA. Until 1948, many
more Palestinians lived in what is
now Israel, but they were expelled

by the Israeli government, who for-
cibly confiscated their lands.

For the last 30 years, world pow-
ers have hoped that the Palestinian
people would be dispersed and the
Palestinian ‘problem’ go away. Be-
cause of their struggle, this has not
happened. And now it is as clear
as it ever has been that there can be
no settlement in the Middle East
that does not include the Palestinian
people. In the words of one of their
poets: ‘We are like grass. The more
you cut it, the more it will grow.’

WEST BANK
PUPPET STATE

It would seem that Israel and South
Africa are not only getting along
well in trade and selling each other
arms, but they also seem to be ex-
chainging political solutions. For
there is no doubt that the plan fora
Palestinian ‘homeland’ that the Is-
raeli government is tryingto sell the

on the Bantustans of South Africa.
The Begin ‘peace plan’ which calls
for “self rule’ for the Palestinians liv-
ing in the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip does not include any provision
that would substantially alter Israeli
occupation.

According to Begin's plan, the
proposed autonomous Palestinian
council, which would administer the
territories, would be given jurisdic-
tion over the local education.
commerce, tourism, agriculture,
health and policing. Defense and
public order, however, will remain
in Israeli hands, as will, of course,
foreign affairs and the all-important
issue of economic relations with Is-
rael itself and with the rest of the
world. If the distinction between
‘policing’ and the Smaintenance of
public order’ is puzzling, it should
not be. ‘Public Order’ obviously
refers to the task of defending the
Israeli settlements, present and fut-
ure, from the surrounding Palestini-

FRANCE

USA and Egypt is very closely based

an population, as well as the sup-
ression of what would undoubtedly
be defined as illegal organisation,’
namely all groups, such as the PLO
and the Communist Party, who would
be challenging the legitimacy of con-
tinued rule.

The greatest joke of all is the sug-
gestion in the Begin plan that those
Palestinians who opt for Israeli cit-
izenship would be able to buy land
and settle in Israel, while Jews
would continue to be allowed to buy
land in Gaza and the West Bank. The
fact of the matter is that when Israel-
is want land occupied by Arabs they
don’t buy it — they just grab it and
there is no land for Arabs to buy in
Israel, since 90% of the land is own-
ed either by the Israeli state or the
Jewish National Fund. So, the offer
to allow Palestinians from the West
Bank and Gaza to ‘settle’ in Israel is
meaningless.

Even Sadat, by continuing to de-
mand a Palestinian state on the
West Bank, shows that he cannot
accept Begin's offer of a Palestinian
Bantustan. And what’s not good
enough for Sadat, certainly ain’t
good enough for the Palestinian
people.

[Useful background information
can be found in the article on the
Middle East by Mousa Hadiddh, in
Revolutionary Socialism, No. L/

: Irish

Tour Visits LIP

WORKERS at the famous LIP watch
factory in France, now in its fifth
year of self-management, recently
had a cha:ice to hear about the Irish
situation at first hand.

500 workers debated the future
of Ireland with touring represent-
atives of several resistance organis-
ations. Apart from the LIP factory
af Reconcaon the totir tank in nine

al), the Irish Republican Socialist
Party, Peoples Democracy and Rev-
olutionary Struggle were the organ-
isations involved.

The tour, apart from raising
£400 for political prisoners defence
funds, gave over 2,000 French
people who attended thé meetings
an opportunity to find out about
the war in the north of Ireland.The

triir wae arranaad v +the Crameals
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blacks, women and vouth.
However, it could be both improved
and broadened as follows:
Culture: We should provide
critical analysis of the complex
culture that workers encounter in
their TV and in the cinema;
provide counter information
to the more distinctive advertising;
analyse the workings of the film
industry, the distortion of it
through monopolisation, etc.

Sport: this is a central part of
working people’s lives and should
by no means be neglected. Apart
from simple reporting of results
and match reports, we can provide

A paper serving the interests of analysis and (counter)-information
workers is qualitatively different on such issues as ‘football hoaligan-
from a paper serving (whether directly ism’, the bankruptcy of so many
or indirectly) the interests of capital.  soccer clubs, the distortion of sport
It has both popular and ‘intellectual’  through capitalist social and market
content and popular and ‘intellectual’ relations, the parochialism and petly
appeal. Itsstyle and language is pop- nationalism invovled in team-worship.
ular but not insultingly so — that is Then there is the ‘politics of food’,
it relies on clarity, humour, wit, squalor, crime, isolation, homeless-
consciousness and the avoidance of ness in the cities, the planned obsoles-
jargon rather than tits and bums cence of cars, TV setswhich always
and sensationalist epithets. And seem to go wrong, ‘the environment’,
it avoids trivialities and petty problems of contraception, ete.
squabbles. I could go on. The important point

More concretely, the combina- is that, amongst the lighter matenal
tion of ‘worker’ and ‘intellectual’ and the more traditional material in
paper is achieved, I would suggest, the paper, we can have two or three
through the coverage of a variety articles a week on various issues
of issues that directly affect the that are constantly discussed by
working class, that the working class  workers (blue-collar and service),
(and intellectuals) are concerned which are not obviously political,
about or that the working class is which are very close to home, and
receiving a barrage of misinfor- which are often the object of so
mation :;]bout. much distortion by the media.

This has been done in the past,
with 8 certain degree of profciency. {don't know I the 1des of 4 adical
with regard to the more obvious
poﬁticaglaissm:s such as strikes, gunday paper has been mooted

: z ¢ = s efore. Perhaps there are serious

elections, international anti-imperia-
list struggles and the struggles of

drawbacks. However, it would
appear to have great advantages:
a) Sunday papers are a national
institution, and are read by most
adults, and many kids.

b) People have time to read most
of the paper, which is generally
not the case in the week.

¢) There is no left wing sunday
paper, hence less competition,
less chance of sectarianism.

A sunday paper, then, should
be able to attract radical journalists
(and aspiring journalists) from all
walks of life and of varied political
views. Exeess ‘looseness’ can be
countered by general guidelines
laid down by the editorial collec-
tive (and subject to change by the
vote of the papers readers and/or
sustainers); excess ‘intellectualism’
can be countered by an editorial
commitment to a popular style,

a relatively high proportion of
visual material (comics, photos)
to written material, careful atten-
tion to layout etc.

Finally, funds would be a
problem, but would be aided by the
lack of sectarianism and dogmatism.

However, first thines first. The
idea is there. Any takers?

Yours in struggle,

Ben Lowe, London SW18
We welcome Ben'’s letter as an impor-
tant contribution to the debate
on what kind of newspaper we
need. There is a serious technical
obstacle to his suggestion — that is
distribution. A Sunday paper would
rely totally on newsagents all over
the country. Most distributors
and newsagents would not touch a
radical paper and militants can
hardly be expected to street sell on
a sunday morning.

Dear Big Flame,

I am writing with regard to the
question of a radical newspaper,
which 1 see as a central question
today if we are to begin the long-
term building of an effective ideol-
ogical and political opposition.

The three main problems to
be resolved, it seems to me,
are 1) the language and style of the
paper 2) the breadth and depth
of the content, and 3) the nature
and size of the audience addressed.
The three are, of course, interrelated,
but I think we can solve them only
by seeing their distinction as well
as their unity.

1 cte B o dama A%
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Dear Big Flame,

Last month, Mr Ennals visited
the hospital unexpectedly. He
looked round, met staff and held a
press conference. He made no
decision — nor would he say when
a decision would be made. He
committed himself to maintaining
his earlier promise to keep the EGA
as a “unit” — and nothing more,
pointing out that EGA would have
to compete with renal djalysis units
for special funding.

The situation now returns to
putting pressure on Ennals to keep
the hospital open — and consoli-
dating and building active, local
opposition to any possible closure.

This is difficult after a long drawn
out campaign, which has also tended
to have a national focus.

This is being done through:
1) organisation of emergency tele-

phone tree and speaking tour.
2) Well woman clinic committee —

involving local women by sprea-
ding information about women’s
health and attempting to influence
the future development of the kind
of health care given by the hospital
(see EGA News and old leaflet about
Well Woman Clinic Committee)

~ In sisterhood,
EGA Campaign.

p.s. for further information about
the Well Woman Clinic Committee

contact Jane Barker on 01.837.8031

Once again Scargill is correct!
‘Incentive schemes in the coal indus-
try will put men against men, pit
against pit.’

The winders of the Doncaster
Winders Branch have taken unilateral
action in seeking to achieve a higher
percentage of bonus.

At present they receive 40%.of
the Colliery average. This is not
good enougn for them! | agree, but
also there are many other anomalies
in the incentives scheme and these
can only be put right by talking
with the ‘board’ round the bargain-
ing table.

The 90 winders of DW branch,
by taking action on their own, will
lay off 17,000 fellow NUM members.

Already it can be seen that the
coal industry is in for the same kind
of problems that have stricken the
car industries of Britain. When you
put men on bonus, incentive, piece-

MAY DAY FESTIVAL AND MARCH
BIRMINGHAM Digbeth Hall, 11am-mid
night. Tickets £1, details from Co-op
Party, 38 Bristol.St, Birmingham,
B57AA., tel. 622,2570

NORTHERN DRIFT with HENRY
LIVINGS and ALEX GLASGON

Sun April 23rd, Everyman Theatre
Liverpool. To raise money for premi-
ses for Liberty Hall. Tickets at £] and
£1.50 from the Everyman and News

from Nowhere, Liverpool.

PICKET AGAINST THE FRONT
Action Against Racism, Blackburn,

is organising a mass picket of the

Public Halls, Northgate, on 5 May when
the National Front propose to hold a
meeting there. AAR PO Box 32, Black-
burn, Lancs.

MANCHESTER BIG FLAME Debate on
MNuclear Power, Speakers: Ron Murphy
(TASS, GEC, Trafford Park) Dave
Berry (Friends of the Earth) Wed,

12th April, 7.45 pm, The Ancoats
Great Ancoats St.

BENEFIT Sat April 8th 8 pm till
late, Waterloo Action Centre, Bayliss
Rd., London S.E.1. Admission 50p

CONFEREMNCE OF SOCIALIST
PLANMERS 3rd National Conference.
april 15th. Jssue No 2 of CSP Newsletter
now out, price 25 pinc. postage. Details
of conference and newsletter from

Bagx CSP, 100 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1.

work, call it by any name you like,
the results are always the same.

Strikes by small powerful sections
laying off the majority and causing
problems in the subsidiary industries.

Think again NUM executive,
and ‘Joe.” Abandon the bonus fias-
co and go for £135 per week for
faceworkers as per conference dec-
ision. Reintroduce the day-wage
system and once again we will have
solidarity in the coal fields.

Solidarity that can change gov-
ernment policy,.solidarity that can
defeat bad governments.

Solidarity that can create a sense
of pride instead of this internal
wrangling for an extra ‘lick at the
bone’.

Andrew Summers
Edlington NUM
Committee

All Londan Men's Conference, 22-23 April

in East/West Centre, 188 Old Street, Lon-
don. The conference has been organised
by and for anti-sexist men, Cost: £3.50
(£1.50 for claimants), including meals &
social on Saturday evening. Contact Dave
Lowe (0I-622 8151) or Dave Lewis (OI-
435 5957).

UNITED TROOPS OUT Movement
open meeting for all London supporters
and everybody interested in building
the movement. 7.30pm Fri 7 April,

LAMBETH CENTRAL SOCIALIST UNITY St Clements Building, 1st Floor, LSE,

Houghton St., London.

YORKSHIRE CONFERENCE ON
IRELAND Saturday, 22 April 9.30-6
Swarthmore Centre, 3 Woodhouse Sq,
Leeds 3 (behind Leedg General
Infirmary, 10-15 mins walk from Leeds
City Station) Accommodation will be
provided. Creche, please bring food for
vouna kids. Further details from UTOM,

Dear Comrades; —

I would like to bring to the
notice of your readers'the death
of Geoff Howard of Stockport on
the 13th March, following a motor-
bike accident on his way home from
work.

Geoff was a trade unionist of
great integrity and a socialist res-
pected by his many comrades and
friends. He was at one time a
member of Big Flame and later of
the Socialist Workers Party.

He put in hard work building
the union in the small Manchester
engineering plant where he worked
as a fitter, and as convenor, over a
number of years, fought for the
rights of his fellow workers and
always took to them his experience
of revolutionary socialist ideas and
solidarity.

He was an active member of
the campaign for solidarity with
the Portuguese working class al
the time when they overthrew

MAY DAY FESTIVALStanley House
Upper Parliament St., Liverpool All
day and eveming: Unity Theatre, Leon
Rosselson, Harold and Sylvia Hikins,
continuous films all day, workshops on
music, drama, politics and technology,

legal rights, womens health and who
controls Liverpool. Art exhibition,
informal live music, book stalls etc.
Food, Bar and Creche provided.
Evening: Clapperclaw, Good Time
Charlie Jazz band, Blue Bells steel band.
Tickets: 50p day, £1 evening, from
News from Nowhare, 100 Whitechapel,
Further details: 708.7270

MIDLANDS REGIONAL PLANNING
MEETING UTOM branches in Birming-
ham and Leamington have called this
meeting to discuss the possibilites of
building a Midlands Region Conlerence
on Britain's presence in lreland. Friends
Meeting House, room 45, Bull St,,

City Centre, Birmingham (next to
Lewis's) Sat. 22 April, 12 noon.

further information from UTOM
|B'Ham) ¢/o 766 Digbeth, Birmingham
B56DY

HANDS OFF LEBANON Meeting

to co-ordinate activites over Middle
East. Friday April 7th 7 pm, Conway
Hall Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1.
{meeting called by Palestinian
Solidarity Committee)

DEMOCRACY UNDER THREAT IN THE TGWU. Alan Thornett, one
of the shop stewards at British Leyland’s Cowley plant, is threatened
with expulsion from his union, the TGWU. A national meeting (for
TGWU members only) to discuss how to defend Thornett and his com-
rades has been called for Saturday, 8 April, 1 pm to 5 pm, at the Cowley
Community Centre, Oxford. Sponsors include: Stan Cook, Chairperson,
Shop Stewards Committee, Ford Langley; lan Ollie, Shop Stewards,
Royal Docks, London; Pat Hickey, Shop Steward, SK| Plant 5/909
Branch; Roger Kline, shop steward Massey Ferguson; R. Ahsam, Shop
Steward, Rovers Solihull; Joe Carberry, Chairperson, Shop Stewards

Committee, Birds Eye, Kirkby.

Readers who are TGWU members should try to attend. More infor-
mation about the meeting from: P. Cullen, 23 Overmead Green, Black-

bird Leys, Oxford.

tascism and started to build the
organs of popular power, and Geoff
had many friends amongst the
Chilean exiles in the town.

His death at the age of 32 isa
tragic loss to his wife Joyce, also an
active socialist, and his children
Steven and Sarah, and to the
members of the labour and socialist
movements in Manchester.

Fraternally,

Neil Swannick, Manchester,

Dear Bie Flame

I got your address from the
latest ‘“Science for People”. lam
writing on behalf of the Aberdeen
Women and Health group.

At the National “Women and

Mental Health’ conference in London

last October, it was suggested that
there should be a self-help-therapy
week sometime — taking the form of
a skills-exchange in various basic
techniques.

THE POLITICS OF EDUCATION
Sacialist Teachers Alliance OPEN
CONFERENCE London 29-30 April.
with Raymond Williams, Simon Frith
and Sol Picciotto. Send booking

forms to 25 Highgate West Hill, N.6.
Cheques payable to Politics of Education
Conference. Admission and papers £2.
Students and unemployed £1. Over-

night accommodation in London arranged.

Creche if required.

WITNESSES WANTED Anti-Nazi
picket at Bolton Town Hall 10 Feb.
Bolton Defence Campaign needs
witnesses and photos of any inci-

dent at this picket. Donations towards
fines to Bolton Trades Council

{Defence Fund) and sent to Dave Siddle,
BDC ¢/0 70 Stewart St, Bolton

CONFERENCE AGAINST UNEMPLOY—

MENT Sunday 9 April Everyman Theatre
Hope St., Liverpool. Credentials from
Liverpool Trades Council. 70 Victoria

St., Liverpool I,

PIRATE JENNY Theatre's play 'Sir is
Winnin’ by Shane Connaughton about
Tyndale teachers is still available

on certain dates in the coming
months. May 3,4,6, South; 27 Manches-
ter, June 8,10, London; 14,16 Home
Counties; 20,24 Yorkshire and 27,28
June and 1 July in Birmingham. If you
are interested in booking the play for
any of these dates contact Pirate

Jenny immediately on 01,.969,2292

We are now in the process of
trying to get this event organised.

It is to be at Laurieston Hall, Kirk-
udbrightshire, the week ending
July 20th.

We were wondering if you could
help us with suggesting contacts etc.
of people who would be prepared to
take workshops. We had in mind
a self-help-skills-exchange week,
with a variety of workshops on many
non-sexist, non authoritarian tech-
niques (e.g. co-counselling, relaxation,
assertion training, role playing etc.)
The event is to be open to both non-
sexist men and women, as we feel
both men and women would benefit.

Further details will be available,
nearer the time, but at present our
main concern is finding initial cont-
acts.

Thanks for any help, best wishes,

Mary Scott.
Fd: Would anyone interested write
to Mary Scott, Garthdee Farm,
Garthdee Road, Aberdeen.

MERSEYSIDE WOMENS DAY
meeting, a saturday early in May,
contact 051,727 4508 for details

Wanted: Books, pamphlet's, or donations
to send to comrades in South Africa. Also
urgently needed is money for a duplicator.
It is hoped to build a Marxist library in
South Africa. Send to: Books for South
Africa Appeal, c/o Rising Free, 182 Upper
Street, London, E. 1.

Liverpool Socialist Unity Social — 27th
April. 8pm at Chaucers, Hardman St,
Tickets 50p from Big Flame. Comedian,
Disco, and live entertainment.

UTOM Anti-Recruitment group meeting,
Saturday, April I5th, 1pm, 27 Clerkenwell
Close, London EC1. All UTOM branches
should send one delegate. Accommodation
available. Agenda to include anti-recruit-
ment film and tour, fundraising, the forme
tion of UTOM Soldiers group, the London
UTOM conference on the role of the Army.
For details contact: Tommy Atkins, Unit
265, 31 Clerkenwell Close, London EC1.

Just Out: Important new pamphlet on the
current state of the Revolutionary Move-
ment in Italy. 95p. Available from Red
Motes, 2a St, Paul’'s Rd., London, N1,

Just Out: Revolutionary Socialism, No. 2.
Spring Issue 1978, 40p. Includes articles
on the personal & political, youth, black
autonomy, abortion, and the politics of
food. Available from Big Flame.
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HOLYWOOD : CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
WITH WOMENS LIBERATION

COMMERCIAL HOLLYWOOD films are not made in a social
vacuum — they reflect the culture industry’s attempts to come to
erms with radical social and political movements. In the last few
years two of the most important of these movements have been
women's liberation and the movement for sexual liberation.
Julia’ is a film that responds to many of the ideas brought to our
consciousness by the women’s movement, ‘Looking for Mr. Good-
bar is a film about the way conservatives respond to ideas of
sexual liberation.

film, can offer as an explanation of
Theresa’s (Diane Keaton ) behaviour
is that she is ‘rotten to the core’;
according to him, it has got

nothing to do with the conditions
LOOKING FOR MR. GOODBAR’ she lives in, her difficult job or the
# a hype and a rip-off. Starring repulsive chauvinism of the men she
Diane Keaton (from *Annie Hall’)

has relations with; the university
the film is a sensationalised account professor (Alan Feinstein) is partic-
of a true story which shook New

e -
Big Flame
Conference

The 3rd National Big Flame

conference will take place in Lon-
don on the 13-15th May. Conference
documents are now available and can
be obtained from the Liverpool
office (40p including postage).

Any comrade interested in attendin
the conference should apply to the
National Secretary - also at the
Liverpool office.

Regional Aggregates; the first

rejection of the social worker
angers the film-maker (the god)
and very soon after Theresa is
savagely murdered by the man
she met in the singles bar. As

the strobe-light in her bedroom
(1) flashes, she is slashed to pieces.
The audience is meant to go away
happy with the thought that the
liberated woman has got what

Brooks, all Theresa’s problems
would be over if only she would
decide to seitle down with the
moony social worker who isn’t so
hot in bed, but who can make a
knock-out spaghetti bolognese.
But she tums him down, maybe
because she has already got one
mamma in her life who makes
good pasta. In any case, this

ularly unpleasant. According to
York, of a 28 year old school
teacher who was murdered by a
man she met in a singles bar (bars
for single people only which are very
popular in the States).

Now, there is an important film
to be made about the sexual loneli-
mess of big city life and how the
growing sexual independence that
women are fighting for is causing
& crisis in men-women relationships.
Such a film would have to deal with
the increasing strains being placed
on the ‘couple’, with the increasing
mobility of men and women in indus-
trial societies of today and how
urban ‘planning’ (e.g. tower blocks)
% making it more and more difficult
for people to have social relations
with each other. [t would also
have to consider how the movement
for womens liberation is raising
the sexual expectations of women
{from a very low point) and how
these higher expectations are exper-
#enced as a threat by many men, who
are not prepared to give up their
role as sexual initiator (*the hunter’)
Together with others, these factors do
add up to a crisis of personal relat-
tonships which could provide the
subject matter for quite a few films.

But “Looking for Mr. Goodbar’
is only about important themes
in so far as they can be used to support
the film’s message which is — a
woman who searches for sexual
freedom risks her life. And in fact
the film is no more than a glossy
version of those Mafia-financed
‘snuff” porn movies in which the
woman is actually killed in the
mtercourse scene which is being
filmed.

‘Looking for Mr. Goodbar’
trades on the identity that Diane
Keaton established in ‘Annie Hall’.
Once again she is the schizoid
liberated woman — school teacher
by day, sex maniac by night.

And her problem, which is the
problem many of us face, of finding
personal relations difficult in large
cities, is reduced to a deranged
sexual craving that leads to death.
All Richard Brooks, who made the

BIG FLAME IS A REVOLUTIONARY
SOCIALIST ORGANISATION. Socialist
because our aim is to build a society
which the working-class, the majority of
the people, run in their own interests,
Revolutionary because we believe we'll
only reach that goal by completely

changing society, not by patching it up

or by piecemeal reforms. At the moment
the working class produces the wealth and
the ruling class takes it. In a socialist
society we will get all the wealth and

the power to control our own lives.

WE STAND FOR GENUINE MASS
INVOLVEMENT. Every struggle must be
controlled and run by the people con-
cerned, We want to put the means of

and organisation into the hands of the
majority of the people. Not just a handful
of militants, however committed. Only
when people join together and fight do
they work out where their interests lie

struggling — propaganda, information,ideas

BIG FLAMEIS...

engineers, who can fight. Housewives,
hospital workers, the unemployed have all
proved they can flyht — and win!

THE RULING CLASS TRIES TO DIVIDE
OUR CLASS5 BY SKILL, SEX, RACE AND
AGE. It encourages divisions....skilled and
unskilled, black and white, women and
men, old and young.... to prevent us fight
ing for our interests as a whole. We rec-
ognise these divisions, but try to develop
unity among the working class against

the common enemy — capitalism.

CAPITALISM IS INTERNATIONAL.
The struggle for socialism in other count-
ries attacks capitalism internationaliyand
helps the fight in this country. Faor
countries dominated by imperialist pow-
ers, the fight for national liberation is a
progressive fight and usually inseperable
from the struggle for socialism. This is the
case in Ireland, a country oppressed by

Diane Keaton as Theresa Dunn in Looking For Mr Goodbar

We believe that Big Flame's job is to
help the whole working class understand
and learn from its power, and so strength-
en that power. We see the need fora rev-
olutionary party of the working class that
will lead the fight to defeat capitalism,
but such an organisation can only be built
out of the struggles of the whole of our
class.

FLAME:

was coming to her.

‘Looking for Mr. Goodbar’ is a
sick, violent film. It will not be
banned from any cinema in this
country — that is because its violence
is the violence of our oppressors.

Julia

‘Julia’ is an honestly made film,
extremely well acted by Jane Fonda
and Vanessa Redgrave. Adapted
from a story by Lillan Hellman (in a
collection called ‘Pentimento’)
‘Julia’ is the story of a friendship
between two women set in Nazi
Europe in the 1930s. The film
is exceptional in that it is the first
Hollywood film in which women
fill the main roles, in which their
relationship to men is of secondary
importance. Nor is there any
attempt to sensationalise the film
by introducing a sexual element
into the relationship between
Julia and Lillian — as in the book,
they are friends not lovers. In fact,
if you think about how few, if any,
films or plays, are about friendship,
you begin to realise how great a
debt the film and its viewers owe
to the womens movement. For it
is the womens movement with its
very strong sense of sisterhood
that has reminded us of the impor-
tance of asexual relations between
people. Of course, there are in
films and books, examples of
friendships between men — but
these are always unequal relations
in which one is “fall guy’ for the
other — for example, the Lone
Ranger and Tonto, Laurel and
Hardy, Holmes and Dr Watson,
Batman and Robin.

Julia is a good film because
it is a film that responds sensitively
to human relations, it is a progressive
film because it is anti-Nazi in a
quiet, but effective way. Julia,
played by Jane Fonda, is a
courageous socialist and anti-Nazi

and the taking of rent and housing strugg-
les to the workplace. We back the fight of
council tenants, private tenants and

squatters against rents and for decent
housing for all.

We support the struggle for state-paid
community-controlled facilities like
nurseries and playgroups., which provide
a better life for our children, and are

part of the struggles of housewives against
their unpaid labour in the home.

We fight against sexism and racism and
support the independent organisation of
women and black people for their own
power.

We support struggles for sexual freedom.
Freedom from the law and freedom from
social prejudices. In particular we support
ne Independent gay organisations.

We oppose British involvement in North-
ern lreland, and support demands for
troops out now, for self-determination
for the Irish p-ople as a whole, and for

a united socailist Ireland. Against the
army and the British state we give basic
support to all the republican and socialist
groups fighting in Ireland, whatever crit-
Icisms we may have of their political
strategy or tactics.

regional aggregates will be held
in LIVERPOOL, LONDON and
LEEDS on Saturday 15th of
April. For moré information
contact the local Big Flame
group involved.

who convinces her friend Lillian

to get involved in the struggle against
fascism. Lillian is at first a liberal
who finds it difficult to take
Fascism'seriously, “We were dis-
turbed by the anti-Semitism that

was an old story in Germany and
some of us had sense enough to

see it as more than that. Many
people thought of it as not much
more than the ignorant rantings of

a house painter and his low-down
friends, who would certainly be
rejected by the Germans, who

were for my generation an ‘advanced’
and ‘cultivated’ people.

But by 1935 or 1936 what had
been only half understood, unsettling
distant stories turned horror-tragic
and new assessments had to be
made fast of what one believed and
what one was going to de about it...”
As the film progresses, Lillian’s
determination to contribute to the
fight against fascism gets inspiration
from Julia, who dies in that struggle.

If there is a criticism to be made
of the film, it is that it does not
convey clearly the link between the
struggle against fascism and the
struggle for socialism. The link
is much clearer in the book in
which Lillian goes on to get in-
volved in the Spanish Civil War.

But criticism is out of place

when talking about as beautiful

a film as Julia’. It’s not often

that you can pay money to 20th
Century Fox to be shown a film
about friendship triumphant against
the evil forces of National Socislism.
(The quote is from the book
‘Pentimento’ by Lillian Hellman,
published by Quartet at 95p. On
sale for a trial period at W.H.Smith)

THERE ARE

BIG FLAME

GROUPS OR

MEMBERS

IN
Bolton, Birmingham,
Brighton, Cambridge,
Colchester, Leeds,

Leicester,

Liverpool,

London,
Manchester, Norwich,
Nottingham, Sheffield,
Swansea and Wirral,

More details from

and use their imagination to achieve them. Britain for 800 years. We suppart these we fight for higher wa
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need to create a politics and organisation
which grows out of todayv's situation.

community struggles, the opening up of
factory occupations to the community,

those sections of the working class with

BESRtscancrtic power: like the mineisior work with us and join our organisation.




FOGUS ON
LIVERPOOL

SOCIALIST UNITY, the common
left-wing election slate founded
last year by Big Flame, the Inter-
national Marxist Group and many
independent socialists, will be

talked about at the founding con-
ference, there will be 15-20 in
London, 8 in Birmingham and
three in Liverpool as well as in
Bolton, Bradford, Manchester
and some places in Scotland.

making a strong national appearance
in the May local elections. Although
there won't be the 60-80 candidates

TEETHING TROUBLES
Everything hasn’t been plain
sailing. An excellent local

candidate had to withdraw in Leeds

when it was pointed out that her

four hours a week of work for

the council disqualified her.

Hull Socialist Unity had to aban-

don its campaign too — there are

no local elections there this year.
It hasn't always been easy to

find a well-rooted local candidate,
like the ones in Granby and Vaux-

hall, Liverpool. Then there have

been agonising decisions about whe-

ther to bring in an outsider.

Normally, our aim has been to stand
someone local working class voters

can identify with — preferably a

class movement. The signs so

far are that Socialst Unity's aim
to provide a focal point for local
struggles and organisations is bear-
ing fruit.

to Labour’s Tory policies. They
find in Socialist Unity a way of
getting active locally and getting

class.

militant with a base in the working

Independent militants are
attracted by the kind of non-sectar-
ian socialist alternative we can offer

through to the mass of the working

THE LIVERPOOL Socialist Unity
group was hurried into existence
when a by-election in Edge Hill
constituency seemed imminent.
Its particular strength is the large
number of local working class sup-
porters. Apart from Big Flame

would be fielding their own candi-
date, an extraordinary co-incidence
since nobody under the age of 75
can remember the last CP candidate
in a local election in Vauxhall.

The campaign began with a
stall in the local market, organised
by the women’s sub-committee of

and IMG, the biggest single grouping the campaign. A key problem in

seems to be members and ex-

members of the Labour Party!
There will be three Socialist

Unity candidates in Live rpool.

SANDHILLS/VAUXHALL

This is the ward with the rare
distinction of holding the record
for the lowest tum-out in the
country: 14%. This vote of no-

this area is how to adapt the

Socialist Unity programme to local
conditions. Abortion and Ireland

are very sensitive issues in this strongly
Catholic area. Important in other
ways are the things Socialist Unity

has to say about pensioners, youth
and workers facing redundancy at
Tate and Lyles

GRANBY/PRINCES PARK

contidence 1n Labour and the major Edna Finnerty, also a local working

political parties gives a good start

class woman with a long history of

to Agnes Thompson, a working classactivity in the community, is the

woman who was born and brought
up in the area. She is standing in
this traditionally Catholic dockside
area where one in four are out of
work against the ex-Lord Mayor, a
political heavyweight.

The campaign has brought to-
gether for the first time in years a
large group of militants active in
the fight against rent rises, redun-
dancies and bus cuts. Everybody
very much sees this as a chance to
build a strong, permanent socialist
fighting group in Vauxhall

Even the younger members of the CP
~ere drawn into the campaign — at
first. Then the local hierarchy
stepped in, and announced they

candidate and will be fighting on a
programme featuring the inner city
problems of cuts, racism and housing.
Granby contains a large part of
Liverpool's long-established black
community.

FAIRFIELD

Another decaying inner area, this
ward was captured by the liberals
some years ago, thanks to the incom-
petence of a defunct and right-wing
ward Labour Party. Our candidate
is an independent unemployed
socialist, Tony Meehan, until recen-
tly himself a Labour Party member.
Tony is likely to face the challenge of
a National Front campaign.

Last month a health worker from Liverpool wrote about what

she thinks a health service under socialism should be like. This

month we have a reply from a

member of Manchester Big Flame

who has recently been a patient in her local hospital.

Like the writer of the article
last month, | am also a health
service worker, having worked in
that service for the last 22 years,
from a cadet nurse to a sister,
working in the Qutpatient Depart-
ment.

But more recently | have spent
almost three months on the
other side of the bed as a patient
on an acute surgical ward.

The experience | gained as a
patient really frightened me and
made me think how an ordinary
working class patient with no
medical knowledge must feel in
this situation. Very frightened,
| would say. Patients were signing
operation consent forms and often
the operation had not been fully
explained to them, they had no
one to turn to.
was too busy, due to staff shorta-

ges she had to clean two wards.

| spent many a long hour
explaining to patients what was
happening to them. Some pat-
ients, myself included, had to
wait up to four hours for medical
care to be carried out because

the staff either had no time or
could not cope. To have a major
operation is an extremely traumatic
experience to come to terms with,
let alone to be demoralised by
having inadequate care.

Some women on my ward were
without visitors due to the inflexi-
ble visiting times because their men
worked shifts or they could not
come because they could not
bring the kids.

One woman needed to come in
for emergency surgery and because

Even the domestic She was a single parent had to

spend several hours getting her

_Agnes Thompson: Socialist Unity
Candidate for the Vauxhall/
Sandhills Ward

EVERYONE AT the recent
Socialist Unity meeting was
thrilled to think that Agnes

was going to stand as our local
Socialist Unity candidate.

There was no question that

she is the ideal candidate. She
has been invovled in the area
for years, she knows the
problems of the area, like the
cuts and the way unemployment
affects us all. But the fact that
a woman is standing makes it
even better. She's so unlike the

people we're usually asked to
vote for and sees that as a
woman she can talk about
many of the issues usually ign-
ored at election-time.

Agnes has taken on a big
task but there are a lot of
people who are going to support
her, A group of women are
meeting to discuss how the
campaign should relate to
women in the area.

Here Agnes writes about
why she is standing.

kids into care, thus delaying her
admission and entailing her
having a more extensive operation..

Food in hospital is boring.
Patients on diets are often getting
food not suitable for that partic-
ular diet.

The patients day is a boring one.
Up at 6 in the morning till early
evening, with very little te do. The
hospital staff are frustrated with
their lot, nurses haven’t the time,
through |ack of staff, to give the
care they would like to their
patients. - Domestics are having to
cut corners off their work when
they often have to cover another
ward. s

The Socialist Health Service
I would like to see includes
hospitals run by committees
consisting of representatives of
all grades of hospital staff, and
the people who use the health
service.

4

“l just think
it is time
to try

something
different”

‘ Why am | putting myself forward

as a Socialist Unity Candidate!
Even writing that down brings a
sickening lurch in my stomach.
Why am [ scared? It's just that for
me, a working class woman, | seem
to be entering into something in
bureaucracy terms that | don’t
know much about.

For me it's like coming out into

the open and laying myself open
to abuse and everything else that
gets thrown at you when socialism
/s mentioned. | have four children,
a husband on the docks, and myself

— for the well being of the
hospital staff, | would like to
see occupational health centres
open 24 hours a day and carrying
out cancer screening on all women.
— 24 hour nurseries for the pre-
school kids of workers.
— Centres that older kids can
attend in the school hoidays.
— For patients especially one parent
families, | would like to see Recep-
tion centres set up within the
hospital to care for their children.
In a Capitalist society, the NHS
pays millions of pounds for life
saving and diagnostic equipment,
The companies can charge huge
sums just becuase they know we
need the machine. Under socialism
factories would turn to making
socially useful products, like much
needed hospital equipment, on a
no profit basis. They would make
as many as were needed.

GYNMECOLOGH
WARD -

You don't want to believe what the books tell you, dear. 1t'll only
confuse you. Let me do the worrying.
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cleaning offices.

Two of my eldest children have
been on the dole since they left
school, one for seven years and the
other for three. | have seen over the
Jast few years my living standards
falling. The rents have quadrupled
in the ten years | have lived in this
house, electricity bills are soaring
and the price of feeding my family
is so much that | can’t afford to
give them all the meat and fresh
fruit they should have -

| see no future for my two young-
est children. | find it increasingly
hard to keep them clothed, and this
is with my husband working. 1
don’t know how people on the S.S.
cope, it must be very hard and
frustrating.

| have been invovled in comm-
unity action covering a wide range
of events, rent strikes, demonstra-
tions about the cuts in hospitals
and busses and many more struggles
and I’ve seen a lot of defeats and
a few victories. We all know
what is happening to our lives and
the way we are being fobbed off
by the promises of the politicians.

Only 14% of the people bothered
to vote on the last Council election,
which goes to show that people are
apathetic about everything.

We see hospital closures, bus cuts,
unemployment at one and a half
million, prices sky high, ale and
ciggies up, youth clubs [eft standing
because there’s no money to open
them. Kids on street corners
aimless, with nothing to do and
getting into mischief. Houses free-
zing cold, damp smelling bedrooms
not enough money to keep them warm.
Never out of the doctors with chest
colds and runny noses, running from
shop to shop looking for the cheapes
cuts of meat that is sometimes
inedible. [ have been married for

22 years and | have seen govern-
ments come and go with all their
promises.

| see the unions, once the
“champions of the working class,”

" cowering down to a labour govern-

ment. | see our lives taken out of our
hands and put into nameless faces in
Brussels and the Multinationals.
Working men and women afraid
to strike with the criminal trespass
laws which will make it even harder
for pickets and sit-ins. The Thatchers
of this world with her racialist rem-
arks, turning black against white
and vice versa. National Front
polities playing on peoples fears all
being played off one against the
other. [ could write lots more, the
discrimination against women,
equal pay policies that are a farce,
and many other things that affect
our lives, but | won’t go on.

! just think it is time to try to
do something different and | think
there is a way by amalgamating all
groups and individuals who —=*
feel the same as we do. ,

Agnes Thompson
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STALEMATE
AT GARNERS |

The Garner's Steak Houses strike will
soon be entering its 3rd month. The
workers who, before the strike were
working a 55-hour week for £28 basic.
no sick pay, compulsory overtime,
and no security of employment, are
still out.

SO WHAT’S NEW?

The situation has reached a stale-
mate. Cyril Margolis, the owner, is
known to want the strike to die ‘a nat-
ural death’, and is playing a waiting
game. This is probably his trump
card, because both funds and morale
could run out in time.

The situation looks bleak: Already
two strikers have been made homeless
due to rent arrears that have grown up
up during the strike . The state is us-
ing the DHSS as a strike breaking
force, denying even supplementary

benefit to single male strikers. And the

TGWU strike pay — only £6 each a
week — obviously doesn’t go very far.
The resounding trade union sup-
port promised at meetings has so far

failed to materialise. Nor has the
blacking of supplies been efective.

But the strikers’ morale is still
high. Pressure seemed to be coming
from an unusual quarter the other
day when the Daily Telegraph carried
a front page article — quite unpro-
voked — that was sympathetic to the
strike.

FIRE BOMBING

There’s no proof that the Na-
tional Front firebombed the
Afgan’s house in Longsight,
Manchester. It could have been
a thoughtless prank. More like-
ly, it’s the logical result of the
Front’s anti-immigrant cam-
paign. With their march
through Longsight last October
— secretly planned with Chief
Constable James Anderston —
and their racist graffiti, the fas-
cists have encouraged attacks
like this.

BAD WIRING

Until March 7, Mr and Mrs Afgan and
tieir 5 children lived at 92 Duncan
Road, in Longsight, Manchester.
Their house, the end of a row, ad-
joins an empty building, and the
windows were often broken. In 1973
Mr Afgan began to tell the police a-
bout stone throwing and a smashed
door. He asked the corporation to
fence off the lot next door; they put
up a ‘No Trespassing’ sign instead.,
Last year, there was a fire at the back
door, where Mrs Afgan saw NF writ-
ten. The house was robbed three
times. The police never came to
visit,

On March 7, at 7 pm, while Mr Af-
gan was at work on the buses, there
was a knock at the front door, but
no caller. At the second knock.
Mrs Afgan went out to look around,
at which point the back window was

| want to su scn!e to the paper

FLAME

I want more information about Big Flame

Send to: BIG FLAME, 217 Wavertree Road, Liverpool 7

The strike at Garner's, like that at
Grunwicks, contains a lot of lessons.
It has shown that in fact immigrant
workers, far from being a weak link,

are in fact a strong link in the struggle.

Despite the intense exploitation and
insecurity of employment they exper-

ience they have taken up issues strong

The strikers have a double fight.
Against the bosses, and against re-
formist and racist ideas within the
union.

After the collapse of the mass
struggle around Grunwicks many
people feel unenthusiastic about sup-
porting what seems to be a very sim-
ilar strike. But it was precisely be-
cause there was mass support for the
Grunwicks strike that a lot of prob-
lems — the organisation of the pick-
ets, the relationship between picket-
ers, the strike committe, and the
union — became clear to a vast num-
ber of people, many of whom had
not been involved in supporting work-
place struggles or with a union be-
fore.

Also during the days of mass pick-
eting working links were forged be-
tween women'’s groups, gay groups,
squatters groups, etc., and the strikers
and the unions. If those links could
be strengthened and developed as a
framework for coordinating struggles,
we would have gained a very useful
weapon.

smashed and the back room went up
in flames; soon half the house was
gutted. Upstairs her son Javid Igbal,
age 6, was asphyxiated: he is now
speaking, but not yet walking, after
3 weeks in a coma at Pen dlebury
Children’s Hospital, where he will
stay for several months.

On March 8, the Manchester Eve-
ning News reported the ‘unexplained]
fire. Later, the Chief Fire Officer
sent a report to the Pakistan High
Commission in Manchester. Mr
Afgan is a naturalised British citizen
but he never received the report.

It was passed to the Daily Jang,
which wrote that the fire was due to
faulty electrical wiring.

After the fire, the house was rob-
bed again. The police camé to take
fingerprints, but also said anyone
could enter a burned house. They
are ‘investigating’, and Mr Afgan
says that two witnesses have spoken
to them about a group of youths
seen next to the house just before
the fire.

I he family has stayed with
friends, but is to get a temporary
Council house. When their own
house is repaired, the Corporation
expect the Afgans to move back!

Support for the family has come
from the Asian community, the
TGWU & union members in SEL-
NEC, and local anti-fascist groups.
The Afgans are also especially grate-
ful to the firemen who rescued Jav-
id and the staff of Pendlebury Chil-
dren’s Hospital,

Sub, rates: £2 25 per
vear Britain & Ireland;
£1.10 for 6 menihs.
Abroad: £3.00 & £1.50

@ Last demonstration down London's

Oxford St by Garner's workers
before the Metropolitan Police
Commissioner’s ban came into
torce. (Andrew Wiard, Report)

The last meeting of the strike
committee made the following decis-
ions:

I The strikers will not return to
work,

2. To press for blacking to be
carried out as much as possible.

3. The other unions must be ap-
proached officially by the TGWU
for their assistance.

4. A liaison committee should be

set up for the purpose of mass picket-

ing.
5. Picketing is to continue.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

It’s up to us now to help the
strikers force the management’s
hand. The strikers need a lot of sup-
port on the picket line and in terms
of funds. They want to start mass
picketing at weekends,

What they especially need is for
groups to take responsibility to reg-

ularly join a picket at a particular res-

taurant at a particular time every
week.
1. Get your local group — union

branch, women’s group, men’s group,
gay group, Socialist Unity group, etc.,,
to make a regular commitment to a
particular branch’s picket.

2. Form a local .Gamer’s support
group to spread information, coordi-
nate picketing, raise money, etc.

3. Organise a benefit if possible.

4. Fly-post posters in your local
area to raise support.

And finally: phone the Strike
Committee, at 01 - 240 1056,
¢/o T & G, Room 84, I2/13 Henrietta
Street, London, WC 2.

LAMBETH SOUTH (BY-ELECTION)

VOTE JOHN CHASE

SOCIALIST UNITY

THE BY—ELECTION in
Lambeth Central, South
London caused by the death
of Marcus Lipton MP (voting
on 20 April) could well mark
a turning point for Socialist
Unity, as a local campaign
supporter explains.

L ambeth Central includes one
of Britain's largest West Indian
communities, Brixton. In
this typically depressed urban area,
unemployment is double the nat-
ional average. Housing, schools
and social services are all on the
verge of breakdown. The National
Front candidate in the by-election
will, predictably, be allotting res-
ponsibility for these ills to the West

Indian community.
 The fascist campaign is bound
to raise the political temperature

John Chase, S.U. candidate, speaking at Socialist Unity meeting in Brixton.

in Brixton. Blacks, who generally
live in the most neglected housing,
last year discovered that the council
has long been placing black families
on the worst estates, whilst reserving
the best estates for whites,

Young blacks are subjected to
systematic police harrassment.
Suspicion of loitering laws mean
that police can make an arrest on
the grounds that they suspect
someone is thinking of committing
an offence. People have been arres-
ted waiting for the bus. Add to this
the recent parliamentary report
calling for tougher immigration
controls, and it's easy to see why
the black community in Brixton feels
none too secure. The aim of the
National Front campaign is to
organise whites to harrass blacks still
further, and not simply in Lambeth
Central, because this by-election
will receive national coverage.

(Lawrence Sparham, IFL)

THE LEFT DIVIDED
The Socialist Unity Campaign has
started well. 100 or so independent
militants, plus various left-wing
organisations will be backing the
candidate, John Chase, a postal worker
and member of the CBC , an indepen-
dent black group. This must be one
of the most strongly locally rooted
of all the Socialist Unity campaigns
to date.

The problem is that the left as
a whole has failed to agree on a
unified cndidature. John Chase
will be competing for votes with
two other socialists, one of them
black. In addition, the West Indian
Block, a loose reformist organsiation,
which initially gave its support to
Socialist Unity, has now thrown in
its lot with the Llberal Party. Some
of their members, including the
prospective candidate have joined
the-Socialist Unity campaign.



