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GRENADA — exclusive interview
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*Nuclear Power
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2 BIGFLAME

NO MATTER who wins the General
Election, the working class will have to
face wage controls, cuts in our services and
restrictions on the rights of immigrants,
Irish people and trade unionists. If it is
a Tory government that carries out these
attacks on our living standards and rights,
the responsibility will lie squarely with the
Labour Government. Despite the ravings
of the Tory press, it will not be a “failure
of socialism,” but of Laobur’s own imi-
tation Tory policies.

In our understandable desire to keep
the Tories out, we cannot forget that it is
Labour that has presided over the near-
tripling of unemployment from 545,000 to
1,455,000 that has slashed public spending
on health and education, allowing numerous
hospitals and schools to close, and is respon-
sible for the obscenity of ‘H’ Block, the
torturing of Irish prisoners at Castlereagh and
the ever-increasing restrictions on the rights
of immigrants, including the notorious
‘virginity tests’ at Heathrow. By failing

March 31st was the day called by
women internationally to demon-
strate for abortion facilities. In #
many parts of the world, women
demonstrated, and in London, our
ranks were swelled by a contingent
of women bearing banners and
singing songs from all over the
world. z

Compared to other abortion demon-
strations, particularly those called to
fight the James White and Benyon bills,
the turnout was poor. Maybe this was
because there were other demonstrations
that day, but it is also true that an in-
ternational demonstration on abortion
was not seen as being urgent and impor-
tant by a great many people.

One of the things that came over
most élearly in the speeches at the rally
in Trafalgar Square is that abortion is an
international question. A woman com-
rade from Spain spoke of how difficult
it was to get not only abortions but also
contraceptives in her country, where
both are illegal. She described some of
the terrible things women do to them-
selves there to prevent having unwanted
children. She told us in no plain terms
that for women in Spain, and for women
in a great many other countries in Eur-
ope, it is really important that the right
to legal abortion in Britain should not
be lost. Many thousands of women
come to this country every year to have
abortions, to avoid police harrassment
and damage to their bodies at the hands
of backstreet abortionists.

If a Conservative government comes
to power after the election, there is no
doubt that our rights to abortion in
this country will be attacked. So next
time we take to the streets to fight for
free and legal abortion on demand, let’s
remember that we're fighting alongside
out sisters abroad.

Not the Church, not the state
Women will decide their fate.
With a nicknack scallywag give a dog

a bone,
Margaret Thatcher piss off home!

PER NON ABORT

ditorial|

to produce socialist policies to meet peoples’
needs at a time of social and economic
crisis, they have paved the way for the
return of a Tory government of the most
viciously reactionary nature.

BUT VOTE LABOUR TO KEEP
THE TORIES OUT

Socialists cannot remain indifferent to the
return of a Tory government. Their policies
will extend every attack carried out by
Labour and open up new and worse ones.
They will massively increase cuts in

spending on our schools, hospitals and other
services to finance their phoney tax cuts.
Slashing of employment subsidies, job
creation schemes and other industrial aid,
will put many more on the dole. Itis

likely that they will end the indexing of pen-
sions and welfare benefits to the cost-of-living
To weaken our resistance to these and other
measures the Tories have pledged to limit the
right to picket, to the closed shop and they

will cut or stop supplementary benefits
for strikers’ families.

The majority of working class people
will choose to vote for a Labour Government
not because of anv illusions in
Labour, but because of the Tory alternative,
and the lack of any other credible possibili-
ties. Big Flame rejects the return of the party

Lucas Workers” Plan for alternative produc-
tion to combat redundancies and in the
development of rank and file organisation
like the Fordworkers Group, in the
Women’s Movement struggle for the right
to choose on abortion and sexuality, in
the anti-racist, anti-fascist struggle against
the National Front, immigration controls

of the ruling class, whose share prices are
already leaping at.the prospect of a Tory
victory. Therefore we call for a Labour vote,
to keep the Tories out. This doesn’t mean
that we want to let Laobur off the hook,
giving it the space to pretend to be more
socialist in opposition. It may be easier to
develop struggles under the Tories
soeialists must convince working people and
Labour activists that the Labour Party is a
willing prisoner of this system and one
which will have to be fought every step of

the way.

AND BUILD THE SOCIALIST

ALTERNATIVE

Socialist alternatives to the Tory policies
of Labour are at the moment fragmented.
But they exist. They are present in the

the emerging
nuclear move
death machin
but

and building
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ROYAL PARTY going 1 : Princess
Anne went out to dinner by
helicopter recently. Although
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MICKY WAS on the InterCity
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Contraception - so that we don’t need abortions: abortion on demand — so that we
don’t have to die. Italian feminists on the demo in London.
(Big Flame photo)

LYING LIKE A TROOPER
EVERYONE KNOWS that
the press works on the principle

and state harrassment of black people, in
the vitality of youth organisations like the
National Union of School Students and
School Kids Against the Nazis and in

Socialist Unity is standing a small
number of candidates to put across
these alternatives by linking the policies

Big Flame is active in building support
for Socialist Unity and calls for a vote

for these candidates as a small but
important step in building a socialist alter-
native. But regardless of the election
results, Labour or Tory — the fight goes

opposition of the anti-
ment to capitalism’s latest
e.

the campaigns to win them.

Prisoners of Europe

DUBLIN — 21st April: As part of the
“For a workers’ Europe’ campaign
around the European elections a
meeting, attended by 250 delegates,
was held in Dublin to draw atten-
tion to Europe’s political prisoners.
The meeting was organised by
Provisional Sinn Fein and attended
by delegates from organisations
from France, Brittany, Corsica, Bek
gium, Flanders, Denmark. the
Basque country and Portugal.
From England the United Troops
Out Movement, the Prisoners Aid
Committee and Big Flame were

On Easter Sunday London saw two d
Easter uprising of Irish rebels in 1916.
700 people was organised by Provisio

represented.

Amongst the speakers were
Ruari O’ Braudaigh of Provisional
Sinn Fein, who spoke of the
2,000 political prisoners in Ireland,
Tackie Kaye (PAC) who drew
attention to the 80 Irish prisoners
in Britain, and Des Warren (of the
Shrewsbury Two) who spoke of
his experience in prison resulting
from picketing in the 1972 build-
ing workers’ strike and who criticise
the English left for not taking
seriously the issue of prisoners.

emonstrations commemorating the
. The largest, which attracted about
nal Sinn Fein and marched to a rally

in Kilburn. The smaller Irish Republican Socialist Party demonstration
also marched to Kilburn where an earlier rally was held.

The speakers at both rallies drew at tention to the urgency of campaign-
ing on behalf of the Irish prisoners of war fighting for political status.

Big Flame had members on both demonstrations.

her engagement was only 50

miles away from her home, she
chose an RAF helicopter

instead of an official limousine.
“‘because it is not comfortable

to wear evening dress in a car” said
a Buckingham Palace spokesman.
(Daily Mirror, 23.11.78)

ROYAL PARTY going 2: The
Queen’s cousin, Lord Lichfield,
decided to celebrate the birth
of his son with a little party.
Amongst the 500 guests were
Princesses Anne, Margaret,
Alexandra and Michael of Kent.
The do, held at the Hyde Park
Hotel, cost £30,000

(Daily Mail 28.11 78)
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RiG FLAME will probably not be
attending the one day conferences
in Liverpool and Coventry on

back from London the other day.

He’d been down to see the family.

All courtesy of a firm of person-
nel consultants in the City. Micky
explained, “I went down for an
interview.” He often goes down
for interviews. In fact, every

time he fancies a trip to the
Smoke he opens the paper at

:the Appointments page and

scribbles off a couple of job
applications. The secret, it seems,
is in aiming high enough to be

a credible proposition. The
expenses are more lavish that
way, too.
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“SOME ONE-parent families go
without food and clothing in
trying to pay fuel bills according
to a survey by the National
Council for One Parent Families...
the survey covered a random
selection of 31 families who had
asked the council for help. Five
out of six said that they went
without food or clothing to

pay for fuel. Ten suffered from
bronchitis and other illnesses
related to cold conditions and
most lived in old, damp property.
(Guardian, 20.11.78)

in the case of Ireland — that the
less the public understands about
the situation in the North the
better.

David Attenborough has done
his celebrated Life on Earth and
David Dimbleby has carried out
his dissection of the Boer men-
tality, but when have we ever
had a documentary series on
Irish history?

The chances now are prob=
ably slimmer with the BBC’s
latest recruit to its Belfast
current affairs team. Their
new producer, Bob Crooks, has
just given up a job editing
Visor, the official army maga-
zine. Crooks is an officer in the
Territorials.

En och Powell, the man of

“Keeping the tax man at bay.”

For £43.20, they promise to.

take us through the whole gamut
of the tax system since the 1978
Finance Act. All the latest loop-
holes in the Corporation, Capital
transfer and Capital gains taxwill
be explained. Sounds like a bargain
for the over-burdened businessman.

the people (God save us from the
Sun), has produced the.working man'’s
argument for making the closed shop
“illegal:

“| have long concluded that trade

. union action is, over time, not only
not beneficial but marginally

harmful to the maintenance and
increase of the real remuneration

v

ARTHUR SCARGILL'S been
defending the practice of his
union newspaper, The Miner, of
featuring pin-ups ' On page three.
Called to account at a debate in
London recently, he repeated
his line about it being a harmless
and pleasureable feature of
modern life.

Here's a-piece from a new bio-
graphy of Marilyn Monroe by
| ena Pepitone and William

Marilyn began to see a lot
of other things she had never
noticed before. She decided her
breasts were getting flabby,
and discovered tiny stretch marks
there and on her backside.
Probably from the gaining and
losing of so much weight.

Marilyn began to sense she
was growing older, it terrified

her.
] “I still can’t act....not really.

and conditions of labour.”

Presumably Enoch has been
helped towards this startling con-
clusion (after all, the unions are
growing at a staggering rate consid-
ering his reasoning) by that statis-
tical flair with which he periodica-
Ily proves that white people have '
become all but a minority in
Britain.

o O

“There was caviar and vodka,
Stilton and port — and nothing

in between — as 120 friends of
flamboyant Lloyd’s underwriter
Rupert Deen celebrated his

40th birthday into the early
hours of the morning at Wedgie’s.
“Who wants food?” said
Rupert....‘perople don’t

really eat at these affairs — and
most can’t remember having done
so the next day anyway.” The
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this autumn — our new improv

REASONS

The reasons behind the
face-lift are many. We have
improved the design, and
hopefully made the
contents more interesting.
The back page, when folded,
becomes a display for -
bookshops and conferences,
but normally our paper
sales will be with the front
page showing as it always
has been.

FEEDBACK

We rely on
contributions from you,
news from your local activ-
ities and features reflecting
your thoughts. If the paper
is to be a success we will
have to be “stricter’ than in
the past, news stories
should be no longer than
350 wokds and features
800 words. We also need to
be told in advance that
you're sending something
in.

DEADLINES

Facelift

Last September we boldly announced in this paper “Coming

readers, having suffered a summer as hot as our winter was
cold, will be pleased to see that we have kept to our promise.

ed paper”. Our Australian

For the June paper we
must receive features by "
Weds. 9th May and news by
Weds 15th May. Exceptions
will only apply to news that
happens after this date and
then you must write and
tell us.

Articles must be double-
spaced and typed if possible.

Lastly, our bank balance
isn’t too healthy. We need
regular donations — if you
think the paper is
worthwhile then this is the
best way to show your
appreciation. How about a
big response this month?

Can BF groups selling
the paper make sure that
their paper money is sent
promptly — otherwise we'll
have to take guerrilla action!

This month’s donations:
BF Women £5

£1 from GS, Middlesex.
£5 London member

£5 Norwich comrades
£17 standing orders.

A total of £33

Sub rates: £2.75 per
year, Britain & Ireland.
£1.40 for 6 months.
Abroad: £3.50 & £1.75.



Harrassment Enquiry

XTON

LACKS
KE THE

It is unlikely that any of the candidates in the Lambeth Central
constituency will mention during their General Election cam-
paign the consistent police harrassment that is part of everyday
life for large numbers of Lambeth’s residents — particularly in

the black community.

T he month-long visit by the Special Patrol Group last November was
just one example (see Big Flame, January 1979) when thousands of people

—predominantly young blacks, but also

including squatters, council tenants

in the most rundown estates and many others (including two Lambeth
councillors and a local vicar) — were virtually terrorized off the streets

The visit prompted an angry response
| in the area and a protest march of 250
people was successfully organized at
very short notice. Black organizations
and individuals formed the group Blacks
Against State Harrassment (BASH). Its
base is in Brixton, and it demands an
_end to all racist and repressive legislation
(for instance on ‘sus’ and immigratior),
anend to the racist practices of the
judiciary, to all forms of police harrass-
ment of black people, and to ‘special
police squads designed to operate
against the black communities’ (such as
the Speaial Patrol Groups),

DIPPING

At more or less the same time a sec-
ond group, Lambeth Against Police Har-
rassment, came into being, mainly invol-
ving activists from the local anti-racists
(All-Lambeth Against Racism —

ALARM — and the Lambeth Anti-Nazi
League) and from the labour movement;
but it also drew in teachers, parents,
youth workers, and playground workers
who had previously been uninvolved.
Their demands followed those of BASH
quite closely. A dossier currently being
prepared by them for publication has
its three main demands: ‘Scrap suUs
Now,’ ‘No Return of the SPG and For

a Popular Watch Committee’, and ‘A
Public Enquiry Into Police Behaviour
In the Borrough’,

On February 12th, following an inci-
dent in the ‘Two Brewers’ pub in Clap-
ham, in which several youths were arreste
ed for alleged ‘dipping’ (picking pockets)
and the stabbing of a plain clothes pol-
iceman, the police took the extraordin-
ary step of marching into the offices of
the Council for Community Relations in
Lambeth (CCRL) and lifting three of the
Council’s black employees ‘in connec-
tion with the incident’.

Keighley
Aid
Centre

A 2,500 petition from local resi-
dents has helped to force officials
to call a public enquiry into the
demolition of Temple St Sunday
School in Keighley. The Council
only decided to demolish this
large Victorian building when
they were faced by a growing

e T o g e e |

\with a frightening mixture of raids, stop and searches, roadblocks, arrests
on ‘sus’, and sheer bloody-minded harrassment.

Herman Ouseley, one of those arrest-
ed, tells the story:

‘It seems they were looking for some-
one with a sheepskin coat. When Mr.
Meghie said he had one, they arrested
him. | told him that | also had a sheep-
skin coat and was arrested too’.

The qualifications for arrest were
simple indeed: if you were black and
wore a sheepskin coat, you were undex
arrest, as Lloyd Douglas discovered when
they picked him up on the way out the
door with the other two. As soon as the
news got around, representatives of sev-
eral local black organizations and white
supporters mounted a picket outside
that remained there all day, until the
last of the three was released eight hours
later. None of the three was charged.

One immediate effect of this incid-
ent was the breakdown of the police-in-
spired community liaison committe,
which, for just over a year, had operated
as a rather transparent public relations
front for the police. It talked about
things a lot, and achieved absolutely
nothing. Since that time public pressure
has pushed Lambeth Council to set up
an enquiry in the immediate future.into
police-community relations.

STUFFED

The composition of the enquiry has
yet to be finalized. Some members of
the working party to set up the enquiry
have fought for the sort of panel that
will be both accessible and credible to
the community and particularly to the
black community. A bunch of retired
lawyers and stuffed shirts pontificating
and finger wagging simply will not be
enough.

Colin Murray
Lambeth Against Police
Harrassment (LAPH)

RESOURCES
Over the last 18 months, support
has been growing for the project
among residents, trade union and
community activists in this
fiercely parochial textile and engin-
eering town in West Yorkshire.
The aim of the project is to
provide resources for local people
to use in their campaigns, exXpress
their views creatively or get infor-
mation on aspects of everyday
life: housing, industry, health,
welfare. Several activities are
already in progress: a cheap print
service, a study of local industry,
a start to the information service,
fund raising events and arts
workshops in the communities.
The enquiry takes place in
Keighly Town Hall on 15th
Mav. You can contact Keighley

Brixton Police Station Picket; Union Place Collective.

Already ex-Dunlop workers
have used the redundancy money
to pay off arrears in the Housing
Office in Speke. Other workers
interviewed on TV were saying
they’d taken the money because
they expected to start a new job
in a few weeks. A familiar tale to
the many Standard workers still
on the dole after a year.

WHAT WENT WRONG?

The one we can’t afford to lose.
That’s what we were all saying on
Merseyside when the 90 day
redundancy notices were issued. For
those of us watching the men filing
out of the gates for the last time,
the question was, what went wrong?

The citil disobedience tactic
succeeded in bringing the closure
to the attention of the public, but
never really involved the commun-
ity or even more than a minority
of the workers themselves. The
hope that it would force the govern-
ment to come to the workers’ aid
was a non-starter and became more
unlikely once the no-confidence
vote took place.

The action committee’s desire to
get the company round the negotia-
ting table set the tone from the
beginning. No talk of occupation, no
action which would make the
company reluctant to talk.

THE “ACTION” PLAN

What was it the Committee wanted

—-———
DUNLOP,SPEKE,CLOSED

Talks lead
to dead end

THE 500 MEN who attended that last mass meeting inside the
Dunlop plant in Speke could be excused for being cynical.
They were told that the fight was just beginning to save

their jobs but they and everyone else knew that the majority
of the 2,400 workers had accepted the redundancy money and
the fight would be continued by very few.

the final weeks of the Campaign was
a gift for Dunlops management.
They must have been rubbing

their hands together in glee. The
plan accepted a loss of 1,000 jobs
and gave the Company a blank
cheque on productivity and manning.
It also was a guarantee that an
occupation would not take place.
By stringing the Committee along
with hints of talks, management
knew that the day of closure would
go by without a hitch.

EXPERTS

B laming the bankruptcy of the
workers plan on Tony Lane, a
Communist Party member who
researched it, is too easy. Its
reformist politics are an accurate

and direct reflection of the Labour
majority on the Action Committee.
Nonetheless, it’s worth questioning
the emerging role of the experts
who advise shop stewards comm-
ittees, especially when they
reinforce militants’ distrust of

the far left without providing any
revolutionary lead to the struggle.

WHAT NOW?

The flying pickets which have
been organised throughout the
country on Dunlop plants are beg-
inning to bite — workers at Fort
Dunlop in Birmingham are being laid
off. It’s ironic that the most effec-
e ai A At A AaAT At The companitshould.
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DELEGATES at the National Union
of Teachers’ National Conference

in Scarborough in April voted al-
most unanimously to immediately
embark on a campaign of withdraw-
ing *good will’ in pursuit of our sal-
ary claim. Members are asked to re-
fuse to carry out voluntary activit-
ies outside school hours and to

stop using their cars on school
business. .

Last year these sanctions were
extremely effective. Split site
schools had to close as teachers
were unable to ferry themselves
from one building to another, and
withdrawal from dinner duties led
to school kids going on strike in
response to their being locked out
of schools in the lunchtime. It was
the latter which really won us an
increase.

DISCIPLINE

This year the situation is differ-
ent. The claim is much larger as
teachers’ salaries have fallen so far
behind those of other non-manual
workers during the years of incomes
policy. The nine per cent already
offered has only been won on the
backs of other public sector work-
ers who have already taken action.
In the large secondary schools in
urban areas many teachers will
think twice about withdrawing
‘good will’ when the result may be
more school kids’ strikes, which
they see as undermining their own
authority and classroom discipline.

Unfortunately, the left-wing mo-
tion for no cover action, a half-day
strike, and longer strikes in selected
areas, was overwhelmingly defeat-
ed.

One unsatisfactory aspect of the
current claim is that it widens wage
differentials with teachers lower
down the scale — overwhelmingly
women — who stand to gain much
less than Heads and others at the
top. Demands for a flat-rate in-
crease barely received a hearing.

CANING

One good teature of the confer-
ence was a lobby of school kids.
demanding an end to corporal pun-
ishment and recognition of the
National Union of School Students
(NUSS). This was one of the issues
which the left prioritised, but we
were not given the chance to debate
it. Now that the EIS (the main
Scottish teachers’ union) has come
out against corporal punishment,
teachers in England stand almost
a1|one in Europe in wanting to keep
it!

In the debate on racism, there
was a clear majority in favour of
positive discrimination — both.in
recruiting ethnic minority teachers
and in re-orienting the exam curric-
ulum. Yet again, affiliation to the
Anti-Nazi League was rejected.

The mood of the conference
was positive and I got the feeling
that many of the delegates were
prepared to fight if the new govern-
ment attacks their wages and educa-
tion standards. On how to fight,
precious little guidance came from
the executive. But there’s nothing
new in that.

The excellent bulletin, Women in -
the NUT, can be obtained (30p,
including postage) from Carole
Regan, 23 Kenilworth Gardens,
London S.E. 18.

mass fight are almost certainly over
The other problem about the
picketing is that it could present

a severe test tothe solidarity of the
other Dunlop workers — especiallv
when the plan is rather ambiguous
about exactly how Speke jobs can
be saved without at the same time
hitting jobs at the other British
plants.

Hopefully though, it’s still too
early to write the obituary on this
struggle. Several hundred Speke
workers are determined to save
some jobs at Dunlops and they
could still succeed. It’s hard
to think that they would have
done worse if they had occupied
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FRENCH STEEL:

The Towns
That Won't Die

(Aﬂ photos on these pages and on the back page are by Pol Gornek and
Helen Banberger militant photographers met in Longwy. To them —
thanks.)

Lost jobs or joint struggle internationally. Those are the options facing
steel-workers throughout Europe. Bélow, Peter Anderson reports on the
recent explosive struggles against mass redundancies in France — struggles
which involved workers from the European steel industry, not just from
France itself. And next month Big Flame will take a further look at an in-
dustry in which such different issues as new technologies, import controls
and state racism are all day-to-day problems facing worker militants. The
Britsh Steel Corporation is by far the largest steel company in the EEC. It
was also, until recently, the management that was most ruthless about cut-
ting jobs, not least because of out and out collaboration by British steel
union ‘leaders’. But by now all the European steel companies are united in
a cartel called ‘Eurofer’ and backed by the EEC Commission: their aim is
to slash a quarter of a million jobs — one in every three! — throughout
Europe. And the joint fightback of French , Belgian, and German workers
sets a shining example for their colleagues in other countries...including
our own.

Until the end of the last century,
all workers at the Usinor steel* and Longwy — which included

mills had to begin their workday
with a prayer. By now, some of that

stopping trains, smashing up the
town halls, blocking the motor-

paternalism has disappeared but from Way — isnow over. It has been a

providing jobs, Usinor still owns
most of the houses in the towns
where its plants are and is closely
involved in the Tunning of the
local schools and hospitals. Towns
like Denain and Longwy in North-
East France are steel towns; if

the steel mills close, they will die.
Usinor wants to centralise its

steel production in Dunkerque, a
coastal site, better located to use
imported ore and coke which
comes by sea. They want to close
steel production totally in Denain
and partially in Longwy — with
6,000 redundancies in each town.

VIOLENCE — PART OF A
TRADITION

The extremely militant and violent
fightback of the Denain and Longwy

steel- workers has taken the Usinor
management and the French
government by surprise — they

expected the trade-union leadership

to be able to sell a package which
included retraining grants, £7,000
redundancy payments, early retire-
ment and a £1,500 repatriation
bonus for all immigrant workers
who in any case can be deported
by force. Denain and Longwy are
tight-knit communities with a long

tradition of working class resistance.

Par la

LonGwy
VIVRA

SUPPORT THE STEEL INDUSTRY
LONGWY WILL LIVE

And although the Communist
Party gets the votes of the steel-
workers and their families, its
ability to hold back the struggle
is limited. As a militant told me:

“Yes, the violence of our

struggle was useful — though we regrei

that two of our members were
seriously injured. It made sure
that we were recognised and

we were able to get the forces of
law and order removed from the

streets of the town. The police have

been told to stay in their stations,
you won’t see one in the streets.
In fact, the street fighting wasn’t
much to write home about. After
the four years of the last war,

the Liberation, resistance from
the roof-tops, the tanks — last

month was pretty small beer . . .

FIRST ROUND VICTORY

The first stage of the struggle
of the Usinor workers of Denain

success in that the government has
been forced to announce that
there will be no redundancies in

1979 (instead of 7,000 in the
original plan) and that the future
of steel production on Longwy
and Denain is “under review”.
But the militants realise that they
need a different strategy to build
a wider unity amongst steel
workers. Their immediate plans
are:

@ To bring the struggle back
into the workplaces. To have a
series of rolling stoppages which
will cripple output without losing
pay for the workers. Whilst I was
there, an important piece of
equipment was kidnapped from
the Longwy plant as another
means of stopping production.

@ Rank and file links are being
built between militants from the
different Usinor plants. Since

the company’s strategy is to
transfer production to the Dun-
kerque plant — it is essential to
get the support of the Dunkerque
workers. And in fact (surprise,
surprise), the Dunkerque section
of the CFDT trade union has
been suspended by the union’s
executive for supporting the
March demo in Paris and estab-
lishing links with other CFDT
branches!

@ International links are being
built with steel workers from
Belgium and Luxemburg. A
Committee of the Three Borders
meets regularly and has trade-
union delegates from steel plants
in the three countries. An impor-
tant meeting is planned to take
place in Luxemburg on May 19th
as part of the “For a Workers
Europe — Against the Bosses
Europe” campaign for the elec-
tions to the European parliament
and an international demonstra- -
tion of steel workers will take
iplace later this year outside the
head-quarters in Luxemburg of
the European Steel Community
where the infamous “Davignon
¢plan’”’ was hatched — the blue-
print for the redundancies now
taking place in steel plants through-
out Europe.

NEED FOR INTER—
NATIONAL LINKS

Steel workers in Longwy-and Denain

Denain have won the first round

in their opposition to the 27,000
redundancies the French govern-
ment and the steel companies

want to implement by 1981. Their
strength comes from the total
support of the communities where
the plants are located. Now, Longwy
and Denain have to build the
struggle on 4 national and a Europe-
wide basis; and that’s a different
story.

ngwy: atmosphexi photo.
Hours to produce 1 tonne of steel — 1977

0D

UK 7hs  France 72hrs  W.Germany 6:Shrs

DD

Belgium 6-2hrs Italy 5-4hrs
British government graph which ‘proves’ Irow it takes longer
to make a tonne of steel in Britain than in other countries.
Only problem is that the French government puts out a chai
which has the same figures except that French steekworkers




nside the steel mill 2t Longwy: closure has now been postponed till 1980.

The radio

station
with a

heart of

steel

TSI

FREE RADIO stations have an
essential contribution to make

to a struggle. And because there
are two unions involved in the
struggle in Longwy, there are two
free radio stations. The politically
independent CFDT has Radio
#5.0.8. Jobs”” which is small and
clandestine and the CGT, the
trade union arm of the Communist
Party, has *Radio Heart of Steel’”
which is large and has a studio in
the town hall, since the CP is in

power there.

The radio stations do not compete
with one another; they transmit at
different times. Most of their
programmes are “‘round table” discus-
sions or phone-ins. One of the most-pop-
ular programmes is a militant "What
the Papers Say" where reports from
the national gutter press are read out
and workers discuss what a load of
crap the reports are.

HEATED
PROGRAMMES

When | was there the two must
heated programmes were about the
election of "“Miss Steel”” and the treat-
ment doled out by the local hospital.
The youth section of the CGT had
organised a ball in which there was
1o be a "Miss Steel” election.

Womnen members of the CGT phoned
in to make it clear that such an

event was an insult to women and
should have no place in a CGT organ-
ised event. The next day there was

a "round table’ discussion and the
organisers of the ball admitted that
they had been wrong to include the
election — a compromise was reached
whereby the election would go ahead
but the candidates would be normally
dressed and judged by their knowledge
of the class struggle! In a phone-in

to local doctors, many people
complained about the treatment

they and their families had got at the
local hospital. The doctors’ bureaucratic
reply: ‘“I'm afraid ! haven't got the
details of the case you refer to with me..”
angered everyone and many listeners
suggested an occupation of the hospital
to wake the doctors up!

“The radio stations have been going 2
month and in that short time have

been vital in uniting the whole town
round the struggle of the steel workers.
Their popularity is such that according
to surveys they have taken viewers away
from the telly. Not that French telly is
much cop anyway.

For information about the struggle of
steel workers in this country read “Real
Steel News’, available from Joe Herbert
chn DO CSniusharove Rd. Sheffield 10.

Discussion between French, Luxemburg and Belgian steel-workers at an occupation of the frontier
post in February.

o
@ -

Occupation of the post-office at Longwy: February 1979.

A round-table discussion at ‘Radio 308 Jobs'.
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A clear message to

British workers from South
African trade unionists:

help us to wipe out low

pay and the anti-union
apartheid regime and you
you'll help yourself to

stop redundancies in Britain.

Derbyshire’s death cloud
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THE CHEMICAL industry of N. E. Derbyshire has always had a very poor
record over health and safety. Firms such as Coalite Chemical, Vinatex,
and Stavely Chemicals are often in the headlines with a new horror story.
Only last month an explosion at Coalite caused the release of a cloud of
toxic chemicals leading to the closure of the nearby M1 motorway. Fortu-
nately, the wind didn’t blow the cloud either into the local town of Bols-
over or into the ventilation system of the nearby colliery at Markham.

There are even more serious long-term
problems. Investigations in Japan show
that people working on processes like at
the DCA plant of Stavely chemicals can
develop liver damage. A similar plant in
the USA was closed several years ago be-
cause it was considered ‘too dangerous’.

Recently after pressure from the un-
ions at Stavely there were tests on the
men’s livers. Already the men were suf-
fering from a disease called chloracne,
caused by exposure to the chemical
TCAOB.

Chloracne is characterized by crops
of black-heads across the face which re-
cur year after year. It now seems that
chloracne is linked with the more serious
problem of liver damage, as well as to
high levels of blood fats, which increas-
es the likelihood of angina and heart
attacks.

Fortunately, so far there are no signs
that the men at Stavely have heart dis-
ease caused by exposure.

Management is now sufficiently con-
cerned about the problem to have re-
moved the worst affected men from the
DCA plant. They have also instructed
the men to reduce the chances of heart
attack by stopping smoking and drinking,
reducing their weight if they are fat, and
eating less cholesterol containing food
(meat, cheese, butter, eggs, etc.).

The men, of course, find these in-
structions impossible to follow; instead,
the instructions only increase anxiety.

KILLERS

Even more worrying is that these tox-
ic chemicals are found literally every-
where — in certain plastics around the
house, in wood preservatives on wood
used in building, in weed killers that
contaminate vegetables and fruit, etc.
The government agency, the Employ-
ment Medical Advisory Service (AMAS)
is sufficiently worried to finance several
large studies of these problems. To en-
sure that the results of these studies are

acled on working classrorganisations
must take the issues more seriously.

At present in these factories it is
only certain individuals who usually
have been on TUC or WEA courses on
health and safety, who are actively fight-
ing to improve conditions. Most of the
unions still have the attitude that health
and safety struggles are about winning
compensation cases. They argue, ‘don’t
rock the boat too much or they’ll close
the plant and we’ll loose our jobs. An
additional problem in this part of Derby-
shire is the low status in the community
attached to chemical workers. The pre-
dominant attitude is that ‘real men’ work
in the mines, and only if you can’t cope
with being a miner do you go to the
chemical works. Thus it is particularly
difficult for chemical workers to comp-
lain about their conditions, which after
all, ‘aren’t as bad as the mines’. ¢

SEVESO

With pollution around the factories
a serious problem, there is considerable
potential for organising a campaign link-
ing activity by unions and community
groups. After the explosion at Seveso in
Northern [taly caused the release of a
cloud of the deadly chemical dioxin,
there was a public outery against the sim-
ilar plant at Coalite in the local commun-
ity. The men then refused to work on
the process and it was closed down.
The situation now is different, as un-
employment in the area is even higher,
thus putting the unions in a weaker pos-
ition and making the problem more
complex. The mass media can be help-
ful — recently ATV made a reasonably
good film about chemical exposures at
Stavely Chemicals, but it only shown
in the Midlands. So nobody involved
actually saw it! Hopefully, as more
workers and local people become aware
of the issues the demands for full inves-
tigations and publication of the facts
about the chemical industry will increase.

New Big Flame pamphlet

“ORGANISING TO WIN". That's the title of a new discussion

pamphlet produced by the Big Flame Industrial Commission.
The years from 1975 to the end of 1978 were particularly bad

years for the working class. This was the time of the Social

Contract between Labour and the Trade Unions. It was a

time of few struggles and many defeats — Grunwick, Leyland,

Lucas, the Firefighters and so on.

This pamphlet is an attempt
to learn from those years. What
went wrong? It’s in two parts.
Part One is an analysis of why
from 1975 we were losing so often:
the increasing incorporation of the
trade unions into state economic
planning: the attempts to under-
mine the offensive side of the shop
stewards’ movement; the role of the
Labour Government and incomes
policy; the economic recession and
the increase in unemployment;
the growing divisions in the
working class and the use of new
production methods to undermine
the stronger sections of the working
class.

Part Two is organised as a manual —
a theoretical and practical guide, packed
with examples, on how to win struggles.

It has sections on fighting unemploy-
ment, closure, manning cuts, productivity
and bonus deals. A long section is
devoted to the struggle - for better wages
and the shorter week. |t deals with
organising on the shop floor, building
arank and file movement for socialism,
organising in the trade unions, fighting
racism and sexism at work, struggling
for better health and safety, and
fighting for more unity and against
divisions.

START DEBATE

Orgamising
s ',b‘\

1V

to write down systematically every-

thing we've learnt over the past nine

years about the politics of arganising

at work. But it’s not the definitive,

once and for all political statement of

Big Flame’s “line”. We recognise that our

experience is limited, and that some

of our ideas are based too narrowly on

the experience of one industrial sector.
So the aim of the pamphlet is

to start a debate among militant

socialists about how best to organise

for socialism and working Elass power

at work. That’s why it’s in a duplicated

format.

““Organisina to Win" 35p plus 20p post-

age and packing Cheques and postal

orders shou!d be made out to Big

Flame Publications. Available from

Bia Flame (Industrial Pamphlet)
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In trying to cut through the media, and to make Southern Africa a live is-
sue in the North West, activists in Manchester, Preston, and Liverpool, or-
ganised a speaking tour for members of the South African Congress of

Trade Unions (SACTU).

In the factory and union meetings, Zola Zembe, Martin Legassick, and
Ranto Makou, all members of SACTU, concentrated on the system of pass
laws, migrant labour, bantustans, job reservation, etc., by which wages are
kept down and African unions suppressed. Despite police attacks, there is
a growing history of strikes by African and Coloured workers: EverReady
(Nov. 1978), Glacier Bearings (1978), and RTZ (Namibia, Dec. 1978) are
just some of the examples. Many of these strikes included demands for
union recognition, and some called for a minimum wage of 50 Rand (£30)
a week. The public meetings, involving a number of speakers, dealt with
the recent political history of South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Namibia, and
the role of British imperialism. (Next month’s Big Flame will have an artic-

le on Namibia.) .

Although many of the meetings were
small, there was a great deal of interest.
Throughout, the speakers stressed that
black Africans were forced to work as
cheap labour for the same multinational
bosses who force redundancies here. To
save jobs in Britain, we don’t need im-
port controls or immigration controls.
But we must support the struggles for a
minimum wage, trade union and political
rights for A frican workers. These argu-
ments are particularly clear in the case
of Dunlops and GEC.

Dunlop Holdings control two tyre
factories in South Africa: at Durban
and at Ladysmith. Between them, the
plants have 2100 workers, 1500 of whom
are black. The minimum wage at Lady-
smith in February 1978 was £18 a week.
About half the African workers in Dun-
lop‘s entire South African operation
earn less than £30 a week. The wage ris-
es since 1973, when Ladysmith workers
averaged £8 a week, have been eaten
away by inflation (now at eleven per
cent a year). But in 1977, Dunlops SA
had profits, after tax, of over £3 million.
Dunlops claim their African workers
have not asked for a trade union.
Instead, they were given a ‘laison com-
mittee’. It is the self organisation of Af-
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ricans that the South Atrican government
wants to eliminate, with its system of
joint committees, with 50-50 employer-
employee representation and a chairman
appointed by the employer. Aslongas
labour remains under control, Dunlops
will prefer Durban and Ladysmith to
Speke — which the company has now
closed down.

INVESTMENT

As well as exporting military equip-

ment to South Africa, GEC has subsidi-
. aries employing 4500 African workers,
with pretax profits of £5.5 million in
1978. Like Dunlops, GEC-South Africa
has liaison committees instead of recog-
nized African unions, and pays a mini-
mum wage just above the poverty line.
Last year GEC sold off half its South
African subsidiary to a South African
company, to fit in with the South Afric-
an government’s policy and to be able
to claim that they no longer controlled
wages and conditions. Meanwhile, invest-
ment has expanded by £6 million in the
last two-years. As the Joint Staff Com-
mittee in GEC Preston pointed out, Eng-
lish Electric closed down a consumer
products plant in Liverpool last year
while opening a similar unit in the Kwa
Zulu Bantustan.

In the meeting with GEC (Trafford
Park), TASS and ASTMS members had
several ideas on how to develop solidari-
ty. One was to produce a broadsheet
and pamphlet on GEC’s operation in
South Africa, as was done for Leyland
by Rover stewards and the Coventry
Workshop. Another was to push for
TASS policy at a national level. Anoth-
er was to link with other GEC workers,
in Preston and elsewhere, to build effec-
tive solidarity. It was stated that one ob-
stacle to solidarity work was the separa-
tion of GEC workersin Britain, who are
in different plants and different unions.
A further idea was to make use of
SACTU to try to contact the relevant
African trades unions for engineering
workers.

CONTACT

In trying to develop the ideas, infor-
mation, and contacts from the tour, the
North West Anti-Apartheid Trade Union
Committee will continue to meet. Con-
tact: 59 Tintern Avenue, West Didsbury,
Manchester — tel.: 061-236 6953.

Workers Unity, the excellent news-
paper of SACTU can be got from left-
wing bookshops-or from SACTU,

38 Graham Street, London NI 8JX
(20 pence + postage).

Strike against Economisers

FOR SIX months there has been a strike for union recognition
at the Economists’ Bookshop, London. This shop is owned by
the London School of Economics, and the Economist: maga-
zine. The manager, Gerald Bartlett is a typical anti-union
petty despot, infamous within the booktrade for his president-
ial speech to the Booksellers Association in ‘76. In that speech
he launched into a tyrade against trade unions which he called

the “modern robber barons’

by Helen Miller, an ACTSS Strike Committee member

L ast October eleven, assistants
(out of a shop workforce of 17)
came’ out on strike to improve
holidays (at present two weeks in
the first year) and pay (less that £40
a week take home) and gain union
bargaining rights.

We have organised a successful
boycott of the shop, cutting their
retail sales by 60%, and estimate
they’ve lost £200,000 in turnover in

to their premises for which they set
aside roughly £70,000 has been
shelved, presuraably because

they have been using the

money to finance the fight against
the union.

The L.S.E. Court of Governors
has kept out of the dispute, with the
backing of Ralph Dahrendorf, LSE

Director. who annarentlyv foare +hat tha

solidarity action from the L.S.E. unions,
i.e. porters (T & G) librarians (NALGO)
and NUS.

Dahrendorf told me that we should
go to A.C.A.S. and the fact that _
we didn’t, proved we had no case. All
it proves is that we have no faith in
ACAS and so called “independent’
arbitration bodies which are under
pressure from Government,

His role is to try to keep the
situation under control and hope
we are starved back to work while his
liberal reputation stays intact. We are
of course determined that we will win. We
are organising events at the L.S.E. to
raise money and gain publicity, as well
as picketing the bookshop and organi-
sing a “blacking” campaign among the
publishing unions.

We would appreciate any help in
raising money and increasing support
for us, especially in ASTMS, SOGAT,
NUJ, whose members work in
publishing. Their support in our
blacking campaign would be crucial.
Contributions to our strike fund
sl"muld be sent to Helen Miller,



MANY COMMENTATORS on both left and right are saying
that this is the most important general election since the
war. Yet in many ways it is a re-run of 1970, where a discred-
ited Labour Government carrying out anti-working class
policies was defeated by Conservatives, standing on a right
wing platform similar to Thatcher’s current policies. What
has crucially changed, however, is the contexr. Today a
Tory victory would represent a different and significant
event. It would be a consolidation of the right-wing shift

in capitalist societies that exists as much on the intellectual
as economic and political levels. And in crucial ways it

fits in with a “popular mood.”

LABOUR PAVES THE WAY
FOR THE TORIES

We should not be surprised at
this. The social-demoeratic version
of managing capitalism; without
changing its basis or solving its
contradictions, is bound to leave a
sour taste in many peoples’
mouths. By pursuing imitation
Tory policies it whets the appetite
for the real thing. If the mass of.
people are not turning to socialist
alternatives, it is partially because
those alternatives are completely
absent within the orthodox
Labour politics that Callaghan
represents. The 1979 Labour
Manifesto is a pathetic coliection
of meaningless platitudes. It does
not even have the series of “socialist
policies that the 1974 version con-
tained — which weren’t carried out.
Its conservatism has allowed the
Tories to present themselves as the
radical party of change!

DEATH OF LABOUR LEFT
This rightward drift has in no way
been halted by the Labour Left.
Foot, Benn and other heroes of

the Left have gone along with it,
keeping silent about any miserable
policy, incorporated by the
trappings of Ministerial power. The
Tribune Group has made the
occasional noise, but stunned by
the defection of many of its leading
figures in the party and unions to
pro-Government positions and
unwilling to organise opposition
outside parliament, it is a declining
and toothless force. What little
opposition there is inside the Labour
Party has been: restricted to a hand-
ful of what the press likes to call
the “hard left” MPs like Skinner

»

and Maynard. At times couragous,
they are however, still prisoners of
their party.

ENTRISM NO ANSWER

The most recent developments

of the Left inside Labour has been
the Socialist Campaign for a
Labour Victory (SCLV), made

up of some “‘hard left” parlia-
mentary candidates and various

“Trotskyist groups. Scornful of

developments outside Labour
like Socialist Unity they continue
to trumpet the virtues of
working to transform Labour
from within. But while they

are willing to engage in extra-
parliamentary campaigns, when
it comes to the crunch they can-
not effectively combat Labour’s
policies. At election times they
find themsevles pushing defences
of the Labour Government’s
tecord through peoples’ letter
boxes. At Edge Hill some of
these comrades defended this by
saying it was necessary to gain cred-
ibility inside the party. But telling
lie$ for Labour will not win
socialists credibility where it ulti-
mately counts with the mass of
the working class.

LABOUR NOT A “LESSER
EVIL"”

When assessing the overall attitude
of reyolutionary socialists to Labour
and elections, it cannot be deter-
mined by the formal programme
and policies. If it was, we would
have to seriously consider the
Liberal Party, whose manifesto
on many issues is more radical
than Labour’s! Qur attitudes are

A CLASS VOTE
AGAINST THE

determined by the relationship of
the parties to the class forces in
society. When we rightly say that
the Tories will be worse, it is not
because we believe that Labour is a
““lesser evil.”” This lets them off the
hook and disarms militants by
giving Labour a permanent excuse
for anything it does. Labour

is a different evil, but one whose
success for the ruling class is
precisely because of its link with
the working class. Although a
bourgeois party in terms of its
programme and leadership, the
Labour Party rests on working
class support. Although such
support shows signs of declining
in voting terms, it is constantly
re-produced through the trade
unions and the whole network

of Trades Councils and other
institutions of the labour move-

ment. In contrast, The Tories are

* the party of the ruling class and

despite their voting support across
social boundaries, are seen to be
by the majority of working people.

CLASS VOTE

1t is this reality which of necessity
determines the tactics of revolution-
ary socialists on the question of
Labour and elections. When we

say vote Labour, it is because it is

a vote of class against class, nota
vote for Labour. Until we can
develop a powerful socialist alt-
ervative producing alternative politi-
cal formations and opportunities
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Sociclists
ond the
FLECTION

his situation will remain. It can-
not be wished away by a policy of

abstention.

TORY BASHING NOT
ENOUGH

There is also the opposite danger
that election periods become an
excuse for simple “Tory-bashing”.
Aside from not forgetting what
Labour has done, we should

ayoid a repetition of the 1970-4
period when the perspective of
many militants was limited to
“Heath Out.” In this sense having
Labour in government is better

for developing a socialist alterna-
tive. Building an opposition under
Labour may be harder, but in the
long term it will be politically
clearer and more durable. It

is not that Labour needs to be
endlessly “exposed”, but

that we must carry the uncom-
promising message to Labour
supporters that if the struggle

of the working class is to continue
then its likely enemy is going to be
their own government and party.
Ultimately they will have to choose.

SOCIALIST UNITY

That choice is helped at this
election by the standing of ten
Socialist Unity candidates and the
two independent campaigns of
Brendan Gallagher against Mason
and Pat Arrowsmith against Callag-
han. Whatever the limits of the

size and nature of the Socialist
Unity interventions, it will be
the only one fighting for a genuine
socialist alternative rooted in the
whole breadth of working class
struggles. Other candidates to the
Left of Labour do not do this.
TheWorkers Revolutionary
Party carries on itsusual manic
sectarianism, does not support
initiatives like the Anti Nazi
League or the campaigns of
the women and black movements.
The Communist Party programme is
not sufficiently different from
Labour’s to provide an alternative.
This was graphically illustrated
by the Daily Express whose
front page story argued that point
by pomnt. The Labour and CP
manifestoes were the same. So Big
Flame does not advise a vote for
these candidates, except where
local campaigns go beyond these
political limits. The SU intervention
is a small start in bringing the
politics of class struggle on the
electoral terrain, as our comrades
in Europe have been doing on a
larger and more successful scale.
We believe the SWP were wrong
to miss this political opportunity.
fhe electoral alliance initiated by
the International Marxist Group
and Big Flame was inevitably
weakened by their absence. What-
ever the results of SU, the pros-
pects for interventions in
elections by revolutionary socia-
lists must be a key future debate.

TheRight tobe

GUY FAWKES

The only person
to enter Parliament
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nequal

The pursuit of equality is a mirage. What is more decir-
able and practicable than the pursuit of equality is the
pursuit of equality of opportunity. And opportunity means
nothing unless it includes the right to be unequal

(Thatcher 16.9.75)

A WOMAN who grew up with Thatcher in Grantham remem-
bers the following episode from their days in the sixth form.
A natural disaster had struck somewhere in Africa and some

of the school-kids wanted to raise money to send to the Red
Cross. Thatcher was opposed to this on the grounds that

“it interfered with the right of Africans to eat less.”

Now this theme of the right to be
unequal marks the Tory 1979 manifesto
from the first page to the last “the
balance of our society has been increa-
singly tilted in favour of the State at
the expense of individual freedom.”
The manifesto then goes cn to set out
how “individual freadom™ will be
increased — at the expense of colfec-
tive victories of the working class:

@ making illegal secondary picketing
® abolishing the closed shop
@ wider use of the sacret ballot
@ cut back in social security for strikers
@ cash limits for pubiic spending and
@ no-strike agreements in a “few
essential services.”
@®a reduction in the top rate of in- =
come tax and an increase in taxes
on spending like VAT which obviously
hit working people who spend most of
what they earn.
®the re-introduction of pay beds in
the NHS

CREAM OFF

Underiying all these measures is the
familiar Tory philosophy of giving a
bump up to the people who aiready
enjoy the advantages in life. Mrs
Thatcher wants to bring about an
irreversible change in the distribution

of the goodies, in favour of the middie
and upper classes.

Frequently the Tories can be found
proposing policies which are straight-
forward lunacy, such as the retreat
from comprehensives. They argue that
the bright kids aren’t being given a fair
chance since the abolition of the
grammar schools. Yet recent rsssarcl'g}
makaes it clear that in good compre-
hensive schools, less “‘bright” kids are
helped by being in contact with

“brighter” kids without this in any way
affecting the brighter kids. The
vesearch also shows that the quality
of the school can make an enormous d
difference to how a kid develops. Tory
proposals will make sure that direct
grant schools cream off many of the
academically best pupils and
teachers and take us back to a grammarl
secondary mod. situation that is not
‘in the interests of working class kids.
The only point of this and the other
/measures is to re-inforce middie class
advantage.

ECONOMIC POLICY
The Manif gives the i
of a very poorly thought out economic
policies. Maybe this is because the
next governmemt’s economic policy

will to a large extent be determined
by factors outside its control — the

international situztion, the IMF. Some
of the Tory policy is just a joke —
€.4. the re-sale to private enterprise
of the ship-building industry (who's
going to buy that lemon?}. Since

‘the Tories want to gut back on state
expenditure and incredse defence
spending (to match the Communist
bioc threat), this will mean large cuts
in spending in welfare and education.
They have already said they would
cut between £400 to £500 million on
education

And there will be equivalent cuts
n health — whatever Thatcher says in
the election campaign. Patrick Jenkin,
a likely Minister of Health in 2 Tory
government, made this clear in an article
in the Daily Telegraph:

“Is it really so unthinkable that
people might be expected to pay towards
the cost of their keep when in hospital?
With hospitals unable to finance des-
perately-needed improvements, must we
cling dogmatically to the concept of a
service always free at the point of use?"”
No they won't!

* A section of the Tory manifesto makes
clear that “’the welfare of animals is
an issue that concerns us all” A point
rubbed home by Thatcher's televised
trip to the farm. The truth is that
there is an old tradition in the ruling
ciass of being more concerned with pets
than people, After all capitalism
has always worked on the law of the
jungie, so it pays to look after the
animals.
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our

CACTL (Campaign Against the
Criminal Trespass Law Act) and

Paying

Labour’s main achievement has £1,055 million ten years ago to T \éveei?:lﬂll fPoartrtgleg;laangg;g;fh:e
been-to bring about a massive £370 million today, despite infla- L i |53% Sweden! H ht npw e s thepSt o
shift of wealth to big business. tion. - rlg s e pons 4 i :
Six billion pounds were trans- T J 47% Norwayl armoury against the working class.
ferred in handouts, two thirds UNEMPLOYMENT

of the total fixed investment in
industry. This has been financed

To finance tax cuts the Tories will
have to cut spending on education,

. (]47% Netherlandsl

Labour’s ‘Concordat’ continues
the Social Contract tradition of
using the Trade Union leadership

HARRASSMENT
Fighting for such palicies is
vital in areas where black people

|
R
!
|
|

by: and all social services and benefits. S to police workers use of strikes, live. SU Candidate for Liverpool,
@ Increasing personal taxation These will particularly hit ‘45@ Denmarkl picketing and any other form of Toxteth, Paul Adams spoke on the
from 38.8 to 46.6% women, putting an ever greater - effective action. Labour’s local radio recently against the
@Holding down wages — between  burden on work in the home and —[43% Be|gluﬂ own record on legal rights has widespread police_harrassment of
1974-77 real earning fell by 7% shedding jobs in the public services, been disgusting, highlighted by black youth and called for demo-
.Cuttiqg services and public whert_a many women have jobs. "42% E iniand’ their prosecution of the journalists cratic accountability of police
spending. :ousmg is also bound to suffer Aubrey, Berry and Campbell. to the community. We also actively
eavily. Building starts have fallen x But the Tories propose far tougher campaign for the rights of ga
TAX from 351,000 in 1972 to 267,000 L i40% Austria measures. In their fight against crime— peogi,gp\ sgokeipegson fmgmy
Even this is not enough for the in 1977, while 200,000 building which actually fell last year, they want Gay Links recently spoke at a
Tories. They want to shift more workers remain unemployed. To I_39% France] want a strengthening of police Liverpool SU rally, emphasising

wealth to companies. Tax cuts are
central to the public image of

their economic policies. Yet it is

a myth that Britain is ““over-taxed.”
37% of gross domestic product is
taken by tax and social security
contributions. West Germany,
France, Sweden and seven other

add insult to injury the Tories and
Liberals aim to sell off council L
housing, reducing the chances for
decent housing of families on the I
waiting list to zero.

It's the enormous burden of
interest payment which lies behind
the cuts in public spending. In

powers.

It is a weakness that SU has
nothing to say about crime directly,
but we are highlighting the
struggle against the existing battery
of repressive laws. We fight for the
scrapping of the misnamed Prevention
of Terrorism Act, the ‘Sus” Laws,

how much they welcomed our
support and the chance to speak
SU supporters have also been
active in building ***Reclaim the
Night”” marches, calling for the
right of women to live without
violent attacks and supporting the
need for Battered Wives and

J38% west Germany]

38%

37% UK

Italy‘

Big Flame Photo

countries all take more (see graph)
The truth is that average wage-
earners are taxed heavily, but
companies are not. Corporation
Tax has almost collapsed as a
source of revenue and the fig-

ures for estate-duty and capital-
transfer tax show a decline from

Islington, North London, 0% of
council rents go in interest charges.
So, Islington Socialist Unity

calls for the ending of such pay-

ments and nationalising the banks and
finance houses without compensation.

But the practical thrust of SU cam-
paigns is to build action to stop the

cuts and for better serviees. In Hull
SU is fighting for abortion facilities
against the Tribunite anti-abortionist
MP, Kevin McNamara. In Notting
ham, SU is leafletting hospitals

to help build the base that CAN
(Campaign for Action in NUPE)
developed during the recent strike

Destroying our jobs

Labour should hold a competition
for the sickest slogan — 1974's
“’Back to Work’* with Labour, or
1979's “A vote for Labour is a
vote for your Job.” Tell that to
the Dunlop workers — now swel-
ling the 100,000 unemployed on
Merseyside. We've seen nothing
yet, the Cambridge Economic
Policy Group. predicts 2.7million
unemployed by 1985 and 3.7m
by 1990. Labour’s boasts about
saving jobs refer mainly to their
massive cover-up through the
Youth Opportunities, Job
Creation and Employment
Subsidy schiemes. The aim and
effect has been to keep 180,000
people off the unemployment
records.

The Tories will dispense with
much of this, along with the
National Enterprise Board. After
all most of them think it's
workers” own fault anyway. Sir
Keith Joseph recently said that

h
f/fltb':g,”/flﬂ -

rising unemploymeit occurs
“partly becuase self-discipline,
numeracy and literacy have
deteriorated. ”

REDUNDANCIES

Socialist Unity has prioritised
the need to fight for the 35 hour
week and work sharing, with
nationalisation under workers
control of all firms threatening
redundancies. Alongside workers
plans for alternative production,
these are the only practical means
of saving jobs. Even then occupa-
tions are a necessary defence
against closure. These are the
perspectives Liverpool Socialist
Unity has been fighting for
around the Dunlops campaign and
in Manchester, where the SU
candidate, unemployed boiler-
maker, Jeff West has challenged
Industry Minister Gerald Kaufmann
to debate his “redundancies will
have to come’’ statements.

the Official Secrets act. W
¢ R

outh

The non-parliamentary nature of
SU is shown by the emphasis given
to youth. Not only have most young
people got a dead end future, but
they haven't even got a vote to

get politicians going with. As

a Manchester SU leaflet put it
“0ld enough to be unemployed,
too young to vote.” SU groups

like Nottingham have been helping
to build SKAN and NUSS groups.
Past election campaigns have prod-
uced enthusiastic “ Revolution”
youth groups in Glasgow and
Edge Hill, Liverpool. A “’School
kids for Stanton’ group has been
formed and Pat Stanton, the
candidate defeated Labour

to win a ‘mock election”. It's

nice to think we’ve got a future,

e support

Rape Crisis Centres.

WHERE SO

BIRMINGHAM Small H
Candidate: Chris Adams
GLASGOW Queens Park
Candidate: Walter McLe
(assistant secretary, Glas
NALGO)

HULL Central
Candidate: Pauline Stan
Hull Trades Council Exe
LIVERPOOL Toxteth
Candidate: Paul Adams
LONDON Deptford
Candidate: Janet Maguir
branch secretary)
LONDON Islington Nort
Candidate’ Mike Simpsor

I e
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imum involvement of working people
in the cracial decisions that affect
our lives.”

E 1974 Labour Election Manifesto

Unity candidate for Ardwick, Geoff
West, puts-it well :

“Whatever the result of this
election, working people will still
need to continue the fight. We don‘t

believe that the issues can be solved

by putting.an X next to someone’s
name once every, five years and then
letting them get on with it. The policies

Although few on the left

. expected the Manifesto’s promise to
be translated into reality, many
underestimated the extent to which:
Labour would implement fully-
fledged Tory policies. Labour’s sharp
move to the right has underlined the
need for a socialist alternative, and
one which has no illusions that soc-

ymmitted itself to ‘“Bring about a
ndamental and irreversible shift in
e balance of power and wealth in
vour of working people and their
milies,” as well as to ‘‘eliminate

verty....increase social equality,
prove the environment and

As well as the ten Socialist Unity
candidates in these elections, socialist
alternative candidates have stood in
two other constituencies: Pat Arrow-
smith against James Callaghan in

ake power in industry genuinely
countable to the workers and
ymmunity at large,”

Fighting

There are four black candidates
of the major parties, one Labour,
two Tories and one Liberal. All
are conveniently in hopeless seats.
But race is an issue, even for these.

game. The need to fight the
Immigration Controls is central
to Tarig Ali's campaign inSouth-
hall. His opponent is Sid Bidwell,-
who helped prepare the document

parties. The Tories are going after the dished up by the Select Committee

National Front vote: Mrs Thatcher
has repeated that “people feel
swamped by immigration’’.

Labour is trying to say nothing,
apart from conceding to pressure
to scrap the ‘Sus’ laws. Their
record in introducing ever-stricter
immigration controls has put off
many black people. The Liberals

are prepared to say openly that
numbers are falling, so stuff about
‘swamping’ is rubbish.

SU refuses to play the numbers

Manchester Socizlist Unity market stall

i
-
=
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on Race and Immigration that was
too racist even for the last Labour
Government. In Toxteth, Paul
Adams, SU’s candidate, shares
the position of most black youth:

at twenty two he’s been on the dole
for four years. As well as immigration

controls, the campaign stresses the

need to fight for positive discrimin-

ation in housing and employment,
and building the local Merseyside
Anti-Racist Alliance. All SU cam-
paigns have been supporting Anti-
Nazi League Activities

ialism can come through parliament.
The election address of the Socialist

fascists:
and the state

Big Flame Photo

ALIST UNITY IS STANDING

LONDON Tower Hamlets
Candidate! Ray Varnes (ILEA district

secretary, NUPE)
MANCHESTER Ardwick

Socialist Unity stands for can only be
won by mass action based on the max-

Cardiff and Brendan Gallagher,
opposing Roy Mason in Barnsley.

25 pickets outside Durham Jail in support of 7 Irish prisoners held there in December.

Ireland- breaking the
wall of silence

If you were reading about a foreign
country where all of the parties
were fighting an election without
mentioning a war that country
had been involved in for ten years,
it would seem scarcety credible.
Yet that is precisely the situation
in Britain. Irish organisations,

the Left and UTOM are trying
hard to break through that wall

of silence by making Ireland an
issue. SU has been prominent

‘in supporting the independant
campaigns of Brendan Gallagher

highlight the position of political
prisoners in the notorious "H’
Block. As well as leafletting in
support of Troops Out and

Self Determination for the Irish
People, most SU groups have
organised meetings for Gallagher
and Arrowsmith. For many

SU groups, Ireland is an obviously
vital issue, especially in Islington
where the MP is Michael Halloran,
elected on the "Irish vote”, but
who has done nothing to oppose
Britain’s bloody repression in

ful anti-recruitment picket and
leafletting was held outside the
Army Shop, forcing it to close,
while churches have also been
leafletted. The campaign has
emphasised how the increased rep-
ressive measures and decrease in
legal rights could be used in
Britain against struggles here, and
pointing out the similarities of the
‘B’ specials and Riot Squads to
the SPG and other British police
units.

SU has also been linking Ireland

(whose son was falsely imprisoned Ireland. to Britain’s other imperialist

by a rigzed court) and Pat policies and calling for support for
Arrowsmith. ARMY the Patriotic Front in Zimbabwe
\H— BLOLK The Committee to Elect Brendan 2 Well as pointing out Britain’s

Along with UTOM we have org-
anised and supported “blanket
pickets’” of Labour meetings to

Gallagher in Barnsley has been
especially imaginative in its
policies and activities. A success-

abject support for the Shah of Iran,
and the need for workers and peas-
ants to carry on the revolution there.

LEICESTER

500 National Front marchers and 5,00 police
turned Leicester city centre into a battlefield last
last Saturday 21st April.

Local people, especially the young, both
black and white, joined with well over 1,000
Anti-Nazi League supporters to try and stop
the fascists marching through the centre.

DOGS

For the police it was a major military operation
operation. They were drafted in from all over the
the country. A helicopter directed a force includ-
ing dogs, horses and men with riot shields,
batons, masks and enough pure police savagery
to make any football terrace seem like a picnic.

DOG DAY AFTERNOON

be seen to be believed. Indiscriminate kicking
and punching from the word go. By the time of
the Front meeting in a local school a whole
main street was full of ANL demonstrators and
local people. The police vehicles were
accelerating up the road at breakneck speed and
people were literally jumping for their lives.
Luckily no-one was hit.

Police tactics were notable for the first
use of dogs against demonstrators in living mem-
ory in Britain. Coming at the end of a week that
included Sir Robert Mark’s comments on the
unions and the Police Federations barely dis-
guised pro-Tory law and order adverts in the
national dailies, it’s easy to see the way the police

 District Candidate: Jeff West (Boilermakers AL this plus an estimated £250,000 of public police handled Leicester as a boost to their cam-
Union) money just so a straggle of fascists from far and paign for wider powers.
wide could parade their message of hate and vio- PROFESSIONALS
NOTTINGHAM East. P ness 0
(ASTMS, Candidate: lan Juniper (ASTMS) lence on the streets of this city with a 20% black Looking back it was a success for the anti-
ve) population. fascist and anti-racist movement. The ANL said it
Socialist Unity is also campaigning’ Itthwas all ZShEP °°“htmtut° G?SEO‘,‘I’IWhet’e i’“ would keep Leicester city centre ‘Nazi-free” and
; ing i t Omutie same:day tne DoAes a10Wea ani1protect: we did. The police had to divert the fascist
aCt'V_eW for the following independent ed Troops Out of Ireland demonstration to be fRareh. Therepwere many more of us than of the
candidate attacked by young loya'ﬁsts. Many demonstrat- NF and together with some of the local com-
STMS BARNSLEY ors ended up seriously injured in hospital munity we gave the Front the welcome they
\

Candidate: Brendan Gallagher (father
of H-Block prisoner)

' CARDIFF South-East
Candidate: Pat Arrowsmith.

SAVAGERY

The police’s orders were obvious — to stop at
nothing to protect the Front. They diverted
our coaches away from the ANL mAeetinAg place

deserved. But at the time it was very chaotic and
and in part demoralising, completely lacking any
visible direction or organisation. In fact, we
must learn from Leicester and organise better.
Finally, taking on the fascists in this country

N.N. Photo Co-op.
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Paying

Labour’s main achievement has
been*to bring about a massive
shift of wealth to big business.
Six billion pounds were trans-
ferred in handouts, two thirds
of the total fixed investment in
industry. This has been financed
by:

@ Increasing personal taxation

from 38.8to 46.6%
@Holding down wages — between
1974-77 real earning fell by 7%

@Cutting services and public

spending.

TAX

Even this is not enough for the
Tories. They want to shift more
wealth to companies. Tax cuts are
central to the public image of
their economic policies. Yet it is

a myth that Britain is “over-taxed."”
37% of gross domestic product is
taken by tax and social security
contributions. West Germany,
France, Sweden and seven other
countries all take more (see graph)
The truth is that average wage-
‘earners are taxed heavily, but
companies are not. Corporation
Tax has almost collapsed as a
source of revenue and the fig-
ures for estate-duty and capital-
transfer tax show a decline from

£1,055 million ten years ago to
£370 million today, despite infla-
tion.

UNEMPLOYMENT

To finance tax cuts the Tories will
have to cut spending on education,
and all social services and benefits.
These will particularly hit

women, putting an ever greater
burden on work in the home and
shedding jobs in the public services,
where many women have jobs.
Housing is also bound to suffer
heavily. Building starts have fallen
from 351,000 in 1972 to 267,000
in 1977, while 200,000 building
workers remain unemployed. To
add insult to injury the Tories and
Liberals aim to sell off council
housing, reducing the chances for
decent housing of families on the
waiting list to zero.

It’s the enormous burden of
interest payment which lies behind
the cuts in public spending. In
Islington, North London, 90% of
council rents go in interest charges.

So, Islington Socialist Unity
calls for the ending of such pay-

ments and nationalising the banks and

dalist ELECTING TO

FIGHT BACK

for the crisis

A 3y

Sweden’

'J47% Norway}

]a7% Netherlands]

l
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E l45%  Denmark]

| a3% Belgium|

| 2% Finland|

| J40% Austrial

| [a0% France]

[ [38% West Germany]

[ [38% Italy|
37% UK

finance houses without compensation.

But the practical thrust of SU cam-
paigns is to build action to stop the

cuts and for better serviees. In Hull
SU is fighting for abortion facilities

against the Tribunite anti-abortionist :

MP, Kevin McNamara. In Notting
ham, SU is leafletting hospitals

to help build the base that CAN
(Campaign for Action in NUPE)
developed during the recent strike

Destroying our jobs

Labour should hold a competition
for the sickest slogan — 1974's
“Back to Work"” with Labour, or
1979's *’A vote for Labour is a
vote for your Job."” Tell that to
the Dunlop workers — now swel-
ling the 100,000 unemployed on
Merseyside. We've seen nothing
yet, the Cambridge Economic
Policy Group. predicts 2.7million
unemployed by 1985 and 3.7m
by 1990. Labour’s boasts about
saving jobs refer mainly to their
massive cover-up through the
Youth Opportunities, Job
Creation and Employment
Subsidy schemes. The aim and
effect has been to keep 180,000
people off the uremployment
records.

The Tories will dispense with
much of this, along with the
National Enterprise Board. After
all most of them think it's
workers’ own fault anyway. Sir
Keith Joseph recently said that

3ig Flame Photo

rising unemploymert occurs
“’partly becuase self-discipline,
numeracy and literacy have
deteriorated.

REDUNDANCIES

Socialist Unity has prioritised
the need to fight for the 35 hour
week and work sharing, with
nationalisation under workers
control of all firms threatening
redundancies. Alongside workers
plans for alternative production,
these are the only practical means
of saving jobs. Even then occupa-
tions are a necessary defence
against closure. These are the
perspectives Liverpool Socialist
Unity has been fighting for
around the Dunlops campaign and
. in Manchester, where the SU
candidate, unemployed boiler-
maker, Jeff West has challenged

to debate his “redundancies will
have to come’’ statements.

Industry Minister Gerald Kaufmann

Attacking
our

rights

Labour’s ‘Concordat’ continues
the Social Contract tradition of
using the Trade Union leadership
to police workers use of strikes,
picketing and any other form of
effective action. Labour’s
own record on legal rights has
been disgusting, highlighted by
their prosecution of the journalists
Aubrey, Berry and Campbell.

But the Tories propose far tougher

measures. In their fight against crime—
which actually fell last year, they want

want a strengthening of police
powers.

It is a weakness that SU has
nothing to say about crime directly,
but we are highlighting the
struggle against the existing battery
of repressive laws. We fight for the

scrapping of the misnamed Prevention

of Terrorism Act, the ‘Sus’ Laws,
the Official Secrets act. We support

Youth

The non-parliamentary nature of
SU is shown by the emphasis given
to youth, Not only have most young
people got a dead end future, but
they haven’t even got a vote to

get politicians going with. As

a Manchester SU leaflet put it
“0Old enough to be unemployed,
too young to vote.” SU groups

like Nottingham have been helping
to build SKAN and NUSS groups.
Past election campaigns have prod-
uced enthusiastic “ Revolution”
youth groups in Glasgow and
Edge Hill, Liverpool. A “*School
kids for Stanton’” group has been
formed and Pat Stanton, the
candidate defeated Labour

to win a ‘mock election”. It's

nice to think we’ve got a future,

CACTL (Campaign Against the
Criminal Trespass Law Act) and
we call for the disbanding of the
Special Patrol Group and other
new weapons in the State’s
armoury against the working class.

HARRASSMENT

Fighting for such policies is
vital in areas where black people
live. SU Candidate for Liverpool,
Toxteth, Paul Adams spoke on the
local radio recently against the
widespread police _harrassment of
black youth and called for demo-
cratic accountability of police
to the community. We also actively
campaign for the rights of gay
people. A spokesperson from
Gay Links recently spoke ata
Liverpool SU rally, emphasising
how much they welcomed our
support and the chance to speak
SU supporters have also been
active in building ""*Reclaim the
Night” marches, calling for the
right of women to live without
violent attacks and supporting the
need for Battered Wives and
Rape Crisis Centres.

i

i

WHERE S(

BIRMINGHAM Small
Candidate: Chris Adal
GLASGOW Queens P:
Candidate: Walter Mc
(assistant secretary, G
NALGO)

HULL Central
Candidate: Pauline St
Hull Trades Council E
LIVERPOOL Toxtett
Candidate: Paul Adan
LONDON Deptford
Candidate: Janet Mag
branch secretary)
LONDON Islington N

Candidate” Mike Simp
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NEWANTI- FASCIST
PUBLICATIONS

Sexuality and Fascism

THIS PAMPHLET consists of the three main speeches given
at the BF Day School on “Sexuality & Fascism” The Day
School was prompted by debate over the issues raised at the
Campaign against Racism and Fascism Conference ( Iine 1978)
where antifascism, antiracism and anti-sexism were presented as
in competition with one another for top priority. Despite the
eclipse of CARF as a national organisation by the ANL, these
issues still echo through the movement More now, in fact, be-
cause that movement is larger and broader based

Socialist Feminist

Conference— Need to

build the
regional network

these theories unite the fascist attit-
udes to racism and sexisin, explaining
at the same time why the NF, for
example, are against white women
having abortions, black women having
children and multiracial sex. They
also give a great deal of insight into
policies of repatriation and violence
against immigrants,

Big Flame is against the politics
of simply attacking fascist organisat-
ionsg, and argues that the white-dom-
inated left (including ourselves) fails
to take either fighting racism or
sexism seriously enough. It is an

The documents in the pamphlet
set out to tentatively throw some
light on thése issues. Women and

that men, as men, played in Nazi
Germany and looks at men today.
Women and the National Front ex-

Last month’s national socialist tem-
inist conference was both exciting
and confusing. Exciting because
there were so many women from
all over the country discussing wide
ranging topics and activities. Con-
fusing because there was no plenary
session during the conference, which
made it impossible to get an over-
all picture of what had happened
over the weekend and how the soc-
ialist feminist current is developing.

When workshop themes ranged
from alternative technology to
childcare provision in the EEC,
from struggles in the health service
to a discussion on whether sexuali-
ty is still a political issue, some
form of overview is important.
There is a discussion in London as
a follow-up to the conference. But
how can a small meeting hope to
come up with a comprehensive eval-
uation of the conference and an
assessment of where the socialist
feminist current is going, what are
its strengths, and what are its weak-
nesses?

IMPERIALISM

Judging from the papers produc-
ed and many of the discussions,
there is a growing feeling that a
crucial aspect of socialist feminist
theory and practice has to be direct-
ed against British imperialism and
a recognition that women’s struggle
is international. While sections of
the women’s movement, particular-
1y the Women & Ireland group, have
consistentlv argued for 3 feminist
policy against British imperialism
and for a recognition of the oppres-
sive nature of the British state, this
perspective is often ignored.

At times this has meant that the
Women’s Liberation Movement has
been unaware of, or reluctant to
come to grips with the oppression
of women who are directly affected
by the legacy of British imperialism
and the chauvinism and racism
which go hand in hand with it.

Women’s groups, particularly in
London, are working around immi-
gration, racism, police harrassment,
and in anti-fascist activity. They
are trying to find ways to involve
more women in the community,
as well as develop a theoretical um-
derstanding of the relationship be-
tween British imperialism and wom-
en’s oppression.

At the follow up meeting it
was agreed that next year’s
conference will be on this theme
of imperialism: it was also felt
that it had been wrong not to
have plenary sessions this year.

SCARLET WOMEN

The women’s movement has dis-
cussed for years how to organise
meetings and conferences that will
allow everyone to participate. But
all too often this results in chaos.
The socialist feminist current is
meant to organise throughout each
region with regular conferences.
However, few areas do this effective-
ly. This would be the best way to
develop along with using the news-
letter Scarlet Women. A national
conference like this year’s is fine for
those in the movement who are
used to crowds and have lots of
friends to meet and greet. But they
are alienating to the vast majority
of women who attend them. So
it is essential that local and
regional meetings are organised.

LOW EBB

At a time when relations bet-
ween the women’s movement and
the ‘traditional’ revolutionary
left are at a low ebb (see, for
instance, the dismissive, sectarian
article about the conference in
Socialist Worker), there is a great
need to discuss organisational
possibilities for socialist feminists.
Big Flame welcomes contribu-
tions on this theme for publica-
tion.
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Cimino made itall up!

What happens is that by making some-
thing that never took place one of the
central themes of the movie, the makers
are able to say left and right, liberation

Aighters and oppressors, are all the same.
If our boys hadn’t come up against this
sort of thing, they wouldn’t now be
finding life so difficult. Never a moment
to consider the thousands of Vietnamese
permanently disabled or deafened or the
napalmed areas where it will be imposs-
ible to grow anything for generations.
Just about the only left-winger or critic
t0 speak out against the film has been
John Pilger, who himself reported the
war. He commented:

‘The backers and makers of this film
are reported to have spent 14 million do/+
lars sifting the ashes of one of history’s’
most documented atrocities — in order
to repackage it and re-sell it as a Holly-
wood ‘smash’ that will make them for-
tunes; to reincarnate the triumphant Bat-
man-jawed Caucasian Warrior and to
present a suffering courageous people as
sub-human Oriental brutes and dolts; to
convert truth into lie”.

SLICK LIE

el Alsuastanrl el tals s

of all time.

though. In the first part of the film, we
are lulled into the quiet normality of a
small immigrant community celebrating
the wedding of one of its favourite sons,
who, as a volunteer, is shortly to leave
with his two buddies for Nam. They
live and work in a small, shitty working
class steel town where life is already bru-
talized. They (the men) get their kicks,
drinking and backslapping, spending as
little time as possible with women and
going hunting in true frontier style,
where if you're tough and hard, you can
kill the enemy with one clean pristine
shot, and then celebrate. Two shots to
kill a stag, we are told, is ‘pussy’.

Not that even this section of the film
is accurate: it's an idealised immigrant
commurity that only exists in Holly-
wood romances.

The action then abruptly switches to
Vietnam where killing the enemy is a
messy, maddening and foul business, be-
cause the enemy fights back and wins
— though we would never know that
from the film. Of the trio, one loses his
legs, the second loses his mind and final-
ly blows his brains out (playing the
‘allegorical game’), and the third, Robert
de Niro, comes through scarred but
dripping with medals and machismo.

See this film if you must, but miss
it if vou can!

Nazi Germany outlines how nazism
took sexual politics very seriously
and explains various policies towards

amines in detail some statements about
women made by the National Front.

A general theme is the central

women. The second, Men and Fascism importance of fighting against fas-

follows on with the particular roles

cist Master Race theories. In action

informed and controversial pamphlet
well worth reading. )

(20p including
postage, from Big Flame, 217 Waver-
tree Road., Liverpool 7)

A Searchlight on Racism

SEARCHLIGHT (“Britain’s Anti-

fascist Journal’) has excelled itself

in the April 1979 issue. Tracing “15
years of racism: from Smethwick to
Brick Lane”, and therefore Searchlight’s
own history, the leading article

give us often forgotten details of the
Smethwick Parliamentary seat won,

in 1964, for the Conservatives on
openly racist ticket,

A persistent criticism of
SEARCHLIGHT has been that it's
strength is also its main weakness: the
whole anti-fascist movement is endebt-
ed to Searchlight for their years of
painstaking research on the organisa-
tions and individuals of the far right,
both in this country and all over the

Racist

The recent publication of POLICE AND
BLACK PEOPLE by the Institute of
Race Relations as evidence to the Royal
Commission caused a considerable stir
in the media. The pamphlet details in
meticulous detail police malpractice
towards black people including policing
against the community, such as over-
manning of black events and ‘fishing

world. However, until recently this
meant SEARCHLIGHT's i

seeing sexism as a dominant theme have
even y ad their ition and

often implied that modern forms of
fascism like the NF can be dealt Wiith
by simply exposing their Nazi roots.
In fact, what is needed is to puil up
the roots of fascism in the many soils

- in
the general conditions of capitalist
society. Searchlight has increasingly
taken up these themes and despite the
Editorial of July 1978 incorrectly
blaming the failure of the previous
month’s CARF conference on ‘certain
women, Gay and Left groups’ for seek-
ing to ‘continuously confuse issues’ by

hreat to

expeditions’, and failing to protect the
community from racist attacks. It doc-
uments police violence used on arrests
and in the police station. Then it goes on
to show how it is that black people can-
not expect to find justice in the courts.
BLOOD ON THE STREETS is con-
cerned with the East End of L ondon.

p an excellent onthe
very issue of sexism: ‘Women and the
NF.

. Returning to the April issue, read it
and subscribe to Searchlight for its reg-
ular feature ‘What THEIR papers say’ as
well as an interview with Joshi (the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Indian workers’
Association), extracts from ‘Police ag-
ainst Black People’, John Plummer on
immigration controls as well as news
‘and reviews.

Individuals: £4 12 issues, cheques to
AF&R Publications, 21 Great Western
Buildings, 6 Livery St., Birmingham 3.

blacks

Published by Bethnel Green and Step-
ney Trades Council it again in massive
detail outlines the racism experienced
by the mainly Bengali community of
that area on the streets in terms of vio-
lence, the failure of the police to take up
complaints of theBengalis. It documents
the situation in education, housing, the
trade union movement, jobs, the media
and far right groups like the NF.

Both of these informative pamphlets
come out of a background of rising
state and fascist violence against black
people while on the one hand peace of
mind living in this:country is shattered
and the possibility of living here at all
undermined by the immigration and
nationality laws. Two major forces have
taker on this racism. The first, and most
Jimportant, is the self-organisation of the
black community which, especially since
the Hot Summer of 1976, has taken
many steps forward in developing its
own organisations and demanding
support from the white community.
The second force is the increasing num-
ber of white anti-racists and anti-fascists
organised through many organised in-
cluding the trade union movement and
the ANL.

We are in no position to comment
on the problems and successes of the
black movement in this period, whites
just need to get on with tire work of
taking up the issue of racism with white
working class people. Both of these pam-
phlets give us the hard information to do
do so. One is left wondering, however,
of the value of submitting such detailed
evidence to the Royal Commission and
making demands such as.the account-
ability of the police to the community’
as a whole. o

Similarly, although BLOOD ON THE
STREETS provides so much information
it calls on the police, the Commission
for Racial Equality and the government
to take action to restore the confidence
of its citizens. Neither of these pam-
phlets offers a strategy for effectively
dealing with the institution of racism but
they should leave no-one in doubt of its
existence.
Blood On The Streets (Sept*78) £1.
58 Watney St., London E1.
Police Against Black People: Race and

Class Pamphlet N0.6 from IRR, 247
Pentonville Rd.. London N1. 95n.
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New Jewel for Socialism
A BIG FLAME INTERVIEW

At dawn on the 13th of March, 80 armed members of the New
Jewel Movement (NJM) went into action against the regime of
Eric Gairy. They closed the airport, arrested government mem-
bers and supporters, and burned down the barracks of the Gre-
nada Defence Force. Within hours of the armed action, the en-
tire apparatus of the Grenadian state had collapsed, leaving the
NJM in complete control of the island. Gairy, who was in New
York attending to his favourite hobby of UFOs, at a United
Nations committee on the subject, was out of power.

A successful armed insurrection like this is without precedent
in the British speaking Caribbean. The new government, which
has declared itself socialist, faces the unenviable task of con-
structing a new society in an island of just 110,000 people,
which is heavily dependent on agricultural exports and tourism.
And although the government enjoys the support of the masses,
it must tread carefully to preserve both its newly-won power and
its independence. - Big Flame interviewed Fennis Agustin, a Gre-

nadian and long-time black activist in London, who is now the
High Commissioner Designate in Britain for the Revolutionary

Government.

Could you briefly ex-
plain what the situation
was under Gairy?

Gairy came into power as a result
of widespread labour unrest, which
started about 1950. He made his
mark by leading the 1951 General
Strike. From this point he became
the undisputed leader of the coun-
try. The problem though is that
what Gairy wanted was not in fact
the same thing as the people were
fighting for. Any people who ex-
pressed their differences with Gairy
were quickly crushed. Gairy believ-
ed that the revolution was in fact
made. This ties in with a statement
he made some time later on, during
the black power era. He said, ‘They
talkin’ about black power, but look
at me, I'm a black man, they have
black power, that’s what they want’.
Although he became increasingly

independence as one step towards
tightening his grip on the island.

GAIRYMANDERING

T he other area in which there
was increasing repression was the
attempt by younger elements in
the community to express some de-
gree of opposition. The moment
this started Gairy appointed a new
group on whom he relied, the ‘Mon-
goose Men’. Without a doubt these
were all ex-criminals — the records
can prove that. Some had as many
as 37 previous convictions, ranging
from assault to grievous bodily
harm. And he relied on these peo-
ple to maintain himself in power.

Another area to refer to is that
of elections. As the outside world
sees it Gairy was elected as prime
minister. But when it is seen that
about 10,000 names on the elec-

toral register of 40,000 are either
dead or have not been in the coun-
try for years, then gerrymandering
is too nice a word to use to describe
what went on. And apart from this,
he has refused to register the youn-
ger element — people under 25 —
5000 of these names have simply

.
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been left off the register. h-
What local and inter-

national interests did

Gairy represent?

Gairy was not only corrupt. In-
creasingly as opposition to his re-
gime developed he moved dramat-
ically to the right. So whilst on the
one hand there have been well-
known connections between Gairy
and the Mafia and numerous crim-
inals, on the other he has establish-
ed relations with right-wing politic-
al leaders such as General Pinochet
of Chile. In fact, Gairy is on record
as saying that Pinochet is one of the
world’s greatest democrats. He sent
members of his defence force to
Chile for training. Arms caches
from Chile were found by the NJM

when their armed forces took Photos by Angus
control. Thompson (from
ORIGINS OF THE NEW Kagelodas)
JEWEL MOVEMENT

'The NJM came out of the black
power movement in the-early 1970s.
It was the coming together of two
different groups: Joint Endeavour
for Welfare, Education and Libera-
tion (JEWEL), a cooperative and
farming venture, and the Movement
for Assemblies of the i’eople
(MAP), a group led by the NIM’s
present leader, Maurice Bishop. In
1972 there was a conference of the
two groups and it was felt that their

repressive from 1952 onwards, he
first used directly repressive meas-
ures beginning in 1967. This was
most apparent in the period sur-
rounding independence negotia-
tions. He set up groups of people
who would go around not only in-
timidating, buth physically assault-
ing people. _Then he moved towards
independence, but it was clear that
his move towards independence

was not one of any plan or concern
for the island’s people. Riding on
the natural feeling of the colonial
peoples to be independent, he saw

aims were not far apart. Out of
this came the New Jewel Movement.

From the very beginning the
question of taking power by arms
was seriously-considered and not
ruled out. But the tactics employ-
ed by the NJM varied from time to
time, according to circumstances.
At particular times a high empha-
sis was placed on mass action and
the use of mass demonstrations.

As regards the trade unions, the
NJM decided around 1974 that
they could not place any faith in
the existing trade union movement.
This was dominated by the Grenada
Manual and Mental Workers Union,
the vehicle Gairy himself had creat-
ed in the early 1950s. Gairy did
have an element of support through
this union, but it was support based
on patronage. In an island of mass-
ive unemployment, you did not get
a job unless you were a member of
the union.

NJM had some success in their
attempts to create their own unions.
One branch of this — a bank em-
ployees union — entered into a con-
flict with Barclays Bank in August
1978 over the question of recogni-
tion. The union branch was immed-
iately Tecognised after the revolu-
tion.

Could you say something
about NIM’s programme?

In so far as this is concerned,
and it has been stated publicly by
the leaders of the revolution, it is
the NJM’s intention to establish in
Grenada a socialist society. This
is the intention, but as it is said,
we are a practical people. To devel-
op socialism, on an island of
110,000 people, requires a partic-
ular degree of skill. And we have
to be aware that there are major
forces around who will not hesitate
to jump in if they become convin-
ced that you are challenging in a

THE APRIL local elections produced a sizeable shift to the left.
Most cities and towns over 50,000 population have voted in left wing
administrations and mayors in the first free elections since the 30’s.
The results represent a swing to the left compared to the outcome of
the general election in March, which merely confirmed the pattern
established in the previous elections in June 1977.

The moderate socialist party,
PSOE, did well in the local
elections but in some places
lost votes to the left. The
Communist Party fared better than
in the general election. Many towns
will now elect Communist mayors,
above all in the Barcelona satellite of
Santa Coloma where the PCE won
a massive 45% of the votes.

INDEPENDENCE
The greatest !riumph has gone to

the party for Basque independence
and socialism, which is linked politi-
cally to ET A-militar, has emerged as
the second party in many town coun-
cils. In Pamplona, capital of the
Basque province of Navarra, it is
the biggest party on the council and
will probably elect the mayor — a
key political position in Spain’s
municipalities. Herri Batasuna, with
260.council seats, has now shown
beyond a shadow what the general
elections had already suggested: that

direct way what they consider to be
their rights-and privileges.

Given this danger, we think it
extremely important for all of you
who are sympathetic to what is hap-
pening in Grenada to publicise it —
because we certainly aren’t going
to get unbiased coverage from the
regular press.

¢ Spain: Cities go Left

country, whatever Madrid thinks.

ESTUPENDO!

On the far left, the best results have
come in for the ORT-PTE coalition.
In Estepona, a tourist resort on the
Costa del Sol, these two marxist
parties will form the biggest bloc on
the courcil . The Communist Move--
ment (MC-0IC), which is distinguished
by its advanced positions on women’s
questions (it stood more women
candidates than any other party), called
for and got a limited but committed
vote which entitles it to the odd seat
here and there.

The shift to the left in the town
halls suggests that the voters expect the
workers parties to be more effective
‘locally than nationally. The problem for



‘THE DISASTER at the nuclear plant at Three Mile Island in
America has focused a lot of attention on the question of
nuclear power, its’ dangers and the alternatives to it. In the
past opposition to nuclear power has been a relatively fringe
activity supported by what are sometimes referred to as the

“brown rice people”.

One group which has been organ-
ising for some time against nuclear
power is the Keystone Alliance in
Philadelphia. Philadel phia is near
enough to Three Mile Island for
people to feel directly threatened
In fact if the winds blew their way
from Three Mile Island they'd
have just six hours to get out.

The Keystone Alliance are exper-
iencing a massive increase in
support as a result of this.

Mark Breslow, a member of
the Alliance, is interviewed for us
here by Noel Ignatin of Urgent
Tasks magazine.

“The Keystone Nuclear Alliance
has beén going for about a year now.
Trying to stop nuclear plants, to turn
to solar energy and renewable energy
technology. We think that this
would be more conducive to full
employment and safe conditions for
workers,

Since the disaster at Three Mile
Island we’ve been organising vigils to
demand immediate evacuation of an
area of 20 miles around the plant and
50 miles downwind. This still has
not happened.

It’s taken an accident of this mag-
nitude for groups like ours to get the
attention to publicise information. For
example no one knew that the Three
nuclear plants run by Philadefphia
Electric are more dangerous than Three
Mile Island. It was poblic information
but no one seemed to know it.

RADIATION
But there is still a lot that is not
coming out. Dr Sternglass, one of the
country’s leading experts on low level
radiation says that the methods used
for monitoring radiation only measure

1/10th to 1/100th of radiation. But
what people breathe s just as dangerous
but people don’t know this.

The major effect of Three Mile
Island is that a large spectrum of
progressive groups which previously
had not been much interested in
the nuclear issue are much more aware,
of it. Qur base is increasing enormous-
ly as this has meant people are aware
of the government’s lres.

It is important for the Anti-nuclear
movement not just to focus on the fact
that you can get killed hut to also
emphasize the alternatives. A lot of
people are drawn in due to the
immediate danger but we don"t know
how lang they will remain.

One of the important things about
the anti-nuclear movement is that
it has been decentralised. Each area
will make its” own detision but will
contribute to the success of the move-
ment.

We are now working with broader
groupings of people and hope to have
anything up to 100 groups sponsoring
our demonstration. These would include
trade unions, church groups, commun-
ity groups and others.”

ISOLATION

One of the problems facing the
Alliance must be its isolation from
the black community in Philadél-
phia.

On the day of this interview,
black organisations were demonstrat-
ing for better housing. The question
for.groups like the Alliance — com-
posed in the main of whites —
is how they relate their concern
about nuclear danger to the other
social problems people are dealing
with every day.

The disaster at the nuclear plant at Three Mile Island near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(above) led to protests all over America including New York (below).
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BUT WOULD YOU WANT YOUR
SISTER TO LIVE NEXT TO ONE?

ROBB

| @575

THE PEACE Movement was a total failure. That was the
lesson of the article in the March issue of Big Flame.
But what has happened since? What are the chances

for peace now?

Peace is a long way off. The
British administration, the
Northern Ireland Office, under
Roy Mason, is going all out to
crush the rebellion in the Catholic
community.

As the Bennett report, and the
police surgeon, Dr Irwin, have
revealed, torture is used to extract
confessions from prisoners in the
absence of other convicting evi-
dence. Up to 90% of prisoners
are convicted on the sole basis
of these “confessions”. In the
special courts there are no juries
to doubt the lack of evidence.

In this way Roy Mason can
claim that British justice is fair.
According to him ““terrorists”
are just ordinary criminals con-
victed in open court.

To confirm this, since March
1976 no political prisoners in
Long Kesh prison camp are
allowed “’Special Category Status”,
unless they were convicted before
that date.

Three years later the British
administration are still insisting
that over 300 prisoners — arrested
under the Special Powers Act —
forced to confess in the special
interrogation unit at Castlereagh —
convicted in the Special courts —
and sent to the notorious H-blocks
of Long Kesh, specially built for
them — are not special at all —
just ordinary criminals.

RESISTANCE

It’s the British treatment of the
prisoners that has aroused most resis-
tance in Ireland. The prisoners them-

the camp guards, that they now won't
even “‘slop out’” their chamber

pots in the morning. After having the
contents regularly thrown over them
by the guards, many now leave the
pots overflowing in the cells. that
way the guards leave them relatively
in peace.

Outside the jails, thousands of
people have marched for the restor-
ation of political status for the 370
prisoners who now wear only their
blankets rather than the uniform of
a criminal. The protests are organised
by the mainly female Relatives
Action Committees.

Though largely ignored by the
British media, the actions of the
prisoners and their supporters, have
attracted international interest.

DELUSIONS

Mason is finding it increasingly
difficult to hide the reality of
British-occupied Ireland. His
claims that the IRA is beaten look
pretty pathetic after recent attacks
in the Six Counties where a RUC
base at Kinewley was practically
demolished, 8 mortar bombs were
dropped into the army base in
Newtown-Hamilton and banks and
offices were blasted in 18 towns in one
evening alone.

The British administration can
no longer rely on the Irish govern-
ment in Dublin remaining silent
about their methods, The old
Fine Gail government has been
replaced by Jack Lynch’s Fianna
Fail party. Lynch does little of
practical value to change British
policy but he has been forced to
criticise conditions in Long Kesh,
His party is committed to calling
for British withdrawal. So is the
Social Democratic and Labour
Barty in the north. For years the
SDLP has agreed with everything
the British did or said, in the hope
of obtaining government positions.
But now the British are ruling
directly without SDLP help. So the
SDLP, out in the cold, has been

IRELAND_
TENYEARS ON

What
Now?

NO FRIENDS

On paper at least, Mason and the
Labour government have run out of
friends in Ireland, (except, of course,
for Powell and the Ulster Unionists).
So 15,000 British troops, 8,000
members of the Ulster Defence Regi-
ment and another 8,000 armed police-
men keep him in power. It's the
British military presence that prevents
real progress, or indeed, chan ge of
ariy kind., And it’s the hard line
adopted by Mason that prevents peace.

BRITAIN

August this year marks the tenth
anniversary of British troops being

sent onto the streets of northern Ireland.
Already the state is preparing for that
anniversary. “ Light-at-the-end-of-the
tunnel’’ articles, assuring us that &l is
well, have already begun to appear in
newspapers. TV and radio will not be
far behind.

They shouldn‘t be allowed to get
away with these cover-ups. The war
in Ireland won't go away until British
interference is ended. The United
Troops Out Movement in this country
should be supported in its campaign
to withdraw British troops. Already a
number of Labour MPs foilwed by
Smith and Pardoe of the Liberals,
have called for withdrawal. The Young
Liberals have called a demonstration
for withdrawal in August. We need
1o expand such movements until the
pressure on the government becomes
too great to ignore.



NUCLEAR POWER? NO THANKS.

SCRAM and the Torness Alliance
have called for direct action against
the construction of a nuclear power
station, for the Bank Holiday week-
end, May 4th to 7th. The action,
on May 6th and 7th, will be part of
a festival including exhibitions,
workshops, films, music, etc., and
all in sunny Torness, 5 miles south
of Dunbar, 30 miles east of Edin-
burgh on the rocky Firth of Forth.
Local Friends of the Earth groups
are planning transport, and there
will be space for camping.

Despite the 4000-strong demon-
stration last May and a tractor pro-
cession in June, by September the
Secretary of State for Scotland
(Bruce Millan) had approved the
capital investment for two 660
megawatt Advanced Gas Cooled
Reactors (AGRs). The official cost
estimate is £742 million, which
will create less than 2000 tempor-
ary jobs and 600 permanent ones.
Not many local people will be em-
ployed, and of course the Scottish
electricity consumers will pay over
£500 each. Another AGR, at Dun-
geness B, has already cost over
twice the original estimate.

The South of Scotland Electrici-

megawatts. But Scotland already
has 70% overcapacity (the normal
margin is 25%), while Scotland’s
demand for electricity is growing at
only one per cent per year. The
only reason for a new reactor is to
prop up the British nuclear indus-
try for ‘the future’,

The reactor which blew up in
Harrisburg was water cooled, while
the AGR is gas cooled. So ‘it can't
happen here’, claims Tony Benn.

But in June 1977, the AGR at
Hinkley Point B (Somerset) was
shut down after a water main frac-
tured, flooding the pumphouse.
The maintenance workers had to
spray the reactor with fire hoses
to keep it cool. During the shut-
down, which lasted six months,
it came out that the boiler tube was
corroded, from ‘causes unknown’.
In October 1977, the AGR at Hun-
terston B (West of Glasgow) was
shut down for repair when suddenly
2000 gallons of salt water from the
Clyde seeped into the pressure ves-
sel. As in Harrisburg, officials blam-
ed it on ‘human error’. Repair
work costing eight million pounds
is still unfinished; replacing the lost
electricity supply will cost £28 mil-
lion. The design of Torness is mod-

Torness will generate several hund-
red kilograms per year. As well as
increasing the potential supply of
nuclear weapons, it will add to the
unsolved problem of disposing of
nuclear waste. The Iong-term ef-
fects of low level radiation on
masses of people are unknown.
The known risks of nuclear

NUCLEAR POWER?
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realize, the need for increasing elec-
tricity supply is not desperate. In-
stead, we can conserve energy
through ‘combined heat and power’,
district heating, and insulation.

And we can generate electricity
through wind, water, and solar sys-
tems. Developing and producing
technology could provide many

3838 energy exchibite
% Masic 4 Filmz

s Discussions
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try. These arguments are develop-
ed in the current issue of Under-
currents magazine.

The Torness reactor is opposed
by local farmers and Scottish coal
miners. We should join them on
May 4-7.

For more information on the
Torness reactor, see Torness, Keep

ty Board plan a total of eight AGRs

at Torness, to generate 5280

elled on Hunterston B.

All AGRs produce plutonium;

U.S.S.R.-no friend of
oppressed people

Dear Big Flame,

There are two important points
raised by your interview with
Anthony Barnett (April Big
Flame) on the China-Vietnam
war that must be taken up.

One of them concerns his at-
titude to a potential withdrawal
from Kampuchea (Cambodia) by
the Vietnamese. Nowhere in the
whole interview (as you print it)
does Anthony Barnett address the
question of whether or not the
Vietnamese intervention in Kam-
puchea was correct or incorrect.
As I argued in an accompanying
article, because of the dangers of
a regime propped by foreign bay-
onets being unpopular with the
Kampucheans themselves, recent
Vietnamese actions have to be
classified as a serious mistake, and
at that one which will very likely
also lead to (further) bureaucrat-
isation within Vietnam itself.
Given that the Vietnamese mistake
is already history, simply to de-
mand its ‘immediate’ reversal
would be to neglect its important
consequences, including the over-
throw of the oppressive Pol Pot
regime. But it remains necessary
to state openly that the invasion
was a mistake, and to work for
the perspective of prompt Viet-
namese withdrawal, so that the
working masses of Kampuchea
have a genuine chance of running
their own affairs and of allying
with others by choice and not by
force. Barnett is silent on the or-
iginal invasion, and simply oppos-
es ‘immediate’ withdrawal without
hinting at the desireability of the
Vietnamese pulling out as soon as
possible. Such a position all-too-
closely resembles the self-serving
apologetics of Moscow and Hanoi:
it has very little to do with the
real interests of the working peo-
ple of Indochina.

What’s more, the second point
where Barnett must be challenged
makes the resemblance to Moscow
apologetics even closer! He talks
of ‘quite generous support to the
tevolution’ on the part of the
USSR, and cites Brezhnev’s ‘em-
phatic insistence’ on support for
national liberation struggles.

Frankly, this sounds like a
sick joke. Leave aside the ques-
tion of the just struggles against
Brezhnev’s regime for national
rights or national liberation, such
as exist in Czechoslovakia and
inside the USSR, from the Uk-
raine right through to Soviet Cen-
tral Asia. Leave aside Soviet op-
position to all popular and prog-
ressive struggles in such countries
as Argentina, Iran (before the
Shah was ousted), Eritrea and
Somalia. The central issue which
Barnett buries in silence is that of
the objectives of Soviet foreign
policy. Does the Soviet Union
basically want to further the liber-
ation struggles of the oppressed,
or is its essential objective to seek
diplomatic, military and economic
accommodation with the imperial-
ist West?

Whilst from time to time the Sov-
iet regime may do things of
which the oppressed — in Angola
or South Africa, for example —
can take advantage, its basic aims
are opposed to the interests of
working people.

T'o suggest that such
temporary support is ‘quite gen-
erous’ is to suggest that it is
reliable. There are tens of mil-
lions of people, in Latin America,
Eritrea, important parts of Asia,
who have learnt from bitter exper:
ience just how wrong that is.

Comradely,

Chris Marshall

(Norwich Big Flame)

-accidents are kept officially secret.
As many people are coming to

write

I.aw’n’orde_r‘
Why the silence?

Dear Big Flame,

I have been watching eagerly
the space reserved in your paper
for the Great Debate on the issue
of Law n’ Order which you described
as thé ‘Left’s Silence”. So far, the
Silence is stunning, and will no

doubt appear less than useless to the .

Socialist Unity candidates in the
forthcoming general election. On
The one hand you are seeking to
provide an alternative explanation
of crime that can satisfy the elec-
torate, and on the other hand,
satisfy the Marxist criteria for
the establishment of the material
conditions that would lead to the
eventual eradication of crime and
other forms of anti-social activity.
We live in a society where the
basis of our social relations was
founded on deception — crime and
disorder are the manifestation of
the continual capitalist accumulation
of wealth. Crime and all other
forms of amti-social activity can
only be grasped and analysed in the
knowledge that our social relations

LAB-CON
TRICK

Dear Big Flame,

It's breathtaking how little
information is buried in the hours
of election programmes and phone-
ins broadcast everyday. I'm sure I'm
not the only one who feels none the
wiser — just a bit number for it all.

One question interests me
above all. We know that Thatcher
wants to rob from the poor for the
sake of giving incentives to the
rich, and so her tax cuts are going
to mean bad news for most of us,
Labour, using different methods,
also intends to cut our living
standards. Will there be any
difference between Labour and
Tory in the end?

D. Patterson, Cal

na dity society are in
general anti-social, i.e. our social
relations are upside-down. Crime, as
understood here, is no minority
activity — crime is apparent every-
where, it is the necessary teature of
capital. To seek to explain otherwise
is to perpetuate the “crime”,
and in the face of it, taking “two
steps back.”
Taccept that it is not enough
to point out the failure of the exis-
ting theory and practice of crime
and punishment, though it’s a
beginning: we must see the various
forms of anti-social actions within
the overall framework provided
by Marx’s work on Alienation and
Commodity Fetishism. The social-
isation of society will not come
about by proffering the slops of
the bourgeois mentality on door-
steps, even if it is dressed up as
the “alternative criminology.”
David MacDonald, Manchester

more jobs, even within the current
labour force of the nuclear indus-

It Green, by Mike Flood (a Friends
of the Earth pamphlet).

Sexism& Masculinism

Dear Big Ffame,

Your reviewer posed the
question, “‘what is men’s politics’"?
The guestion, used as a starting
point for a look at Achilles Heel,
was never really explored and an
opportunity to examine Men's
Groups in general was completely
missed. The cursory review that
followed didn’t provide any
analysis of the role of men in
sexual politics.

As a member of a men's
group, L neither want to retell
men’s history (just another kind
of chaavinism) nor act as protec-
tor to my feminist friends (ward-
ing off the wicked sexists in typi-
cally “male” ways). What | do
want to do is probe my own sexism
and the sexism that is so imbued
in the culture around me. To
understand the “masculinism’’
that as a man is embedded in &l
my social interactions.

Most of all to actively challenge
the role playing and its accom-
panying ideology that underpins
the oppression of women.

The most practical important
example of which is child care. !
want changes in all these things
to come about through a revol-
ution that is socialist.

For some this will mean recon-
ceptualising socialism. Sexual
politics (the politics of the
personal) is the micoo end of the
micro-macro continuum, But

Dear contributors.

since it is the starting paint
its character dictates all other cond-
itions. | don’t want a revolution
that'doesn’t inlcude a dismantling
of the ““masculinism’’ that oppress-
es all women and many men.
Socialist theory and:praxis isn't
socialist in these terms unless it
has at its revolutionary cize a
challenge to our current sexual
ideology A challeage that offers
a“new personal potentiality to us
all,

The Men'’s Group movement
isn't just about men’s polities.
It’s about Socialism. The move-
ment has partly come abolt bec-
ause of the failure of the Left to

-deal with its own sexism, and not

just hecause of the lead shown by
feminists (although this of
course has been fundamentally
important). The parties of the
revolutionary Left justcan’t
assume they're anti-sexist because
they recognise Feminism. They
also can’t get away with paying lip
service to sexual politics.

The reviewer would like to
‘see somebody take up mass prop-
aganda against men’s sexism. |
suggest this should already be being
done by all parties of the revolu-
tionary Left. Starting perhaps by
an examination of. their own
sexism and the male defined modes
of operation that pervade their
structure.

Rob Imeson, Staffs.

We hope you will write us enough letters to make the
letters page a regular feature of the paper. Lenght of letters
should not be more than 400 words — though shorter ones
are very welcome. We would like to make it clear that you
should not feel obliged to write in a dense, complicated

style.

Because we do not answer a

agree with it.

letter does not mean that we

We want feed-back on articles that appear in the paper on
the ‘Worth Talking About’ page — they will ta_ke up issues
that are controversial from a revolutionary point of view.

The Editorial Collective.

LIBERTARIAN SPAIN No 2.
bulletin of Libertarian Spain Commi-
ttee articles on workers struggles
trade union elections etc. 20 p,

rom LSC, Box 3,73,
Waimgate, York, YO2TZ

FIGHTBACK CONFERENCE on
Health and the Cuts. 30 June,
Conway Hall, London. 10 am start.
Evening social.

“Fighting the cuts — fighting for a
democratically run health service:
the way forward.'”

More details from Fightback,

30 Camden Road, London N.W.1.
01.560.3431 x679

THE SECOND annual charabanc
to Scarborough will take place

on 29th April. This historic event
Is part of Leeds Big Flame's relent-
less effort to prove to the masses
that politics is not just demos and
smoke filled rooms. It is also
donkey rides, fish and chips and

LONDON BIG FLAME
Community Commission
Public Meetings: *“The State
as Class Practice” Speaker.
John Holloway (CSE) Friday
4th May 7.30 pm
s“Understanding the State for
Local Action and Organisation™.
Speaker: Cynthia Cockburn
(““The Local State) Sunday
20th May 2 pm. For venue
phone 01.735.6123

MANCHESTER BIG FLAME
Public meeting. May 10th
The Chilean Experience, a
third road to socialism' ?

May 10th 7.30 pm, The
Ancoats, Great Ancoats St.

COVENTRY BIG FLAME
public meeting ‘“Whose Law and
Order?" Speaker Stuart Hall
Tuesday 8th May 7.30 pm
Swanswel| Tavern (nr Old

Fire Station) Pool Meadow.

NOTTINGHAM BIG FLAME

wrvertisements

NATIONAL ‘REVOLUTION’
RALLY. Sat.5th May Noon —
Midnight. Speakers: Bernadette
McAliskey, RAR, Soweto stud-
ent. Films. Exhibitions.

Meetings this month of the
European election campaign
¢Against the Bosses Europe — for a
Workers’ Europe’ include:

* an international meeting on the
steel industry in Arthus (Lux-
emburg) on May 18th/19 th.

* a meeting on European trade
unions in Copenhagen (Den-
mark) on May 27th/28 th.

* a meeting on ‘immigration in
Europe’ in London on June
2nd.

PUBLICATIONS

A new publication ‘An Intro-
duction to Big Flame’ is available
available for 20 p including
postage.

REVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL|SM
SOCIALISM NO. 3.

Includes: ‘Barcelona Tenants Up
Up In Arms’; ‘Italy — a New
Politics’; ‘Shop Stewards as Full-
Timers'.

From BF Journal, Room 265,

27 Clerkenwell Close, London

40 p’(&ls p postage) and from
all good left wing bookshops.
‘SEXUALITY AND FASCISM’
Documents from Big Flame, including:
“Women and Nazi Germany'

Classified Ad. rates:

UTOM LABOUR MOVEMENT

conference on Ireland. Sat May

19 th. Goldsmith’s College,

Lewisham Way SEL4. Social in
i

oung week o. mw
Shops on t\ilm .
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In circles even smaller than those normally inhabited by the rev-
olutionary left, the developing Men’s Movement is causing a bit
of astir. There are even signs — such as Jill Tweedie’s heart-flut-
tering review of the men’s magazine Achilles Heel in the Guardi-
an — that the movement is coming out of its closet, and may
have some important things to offer the socialist movement.

This article looks sympathetically at the men’s movement, and
examines the criticism of it made by socialist feminists and the
orthodox left. It is written from the point of view of one who
wants revolutionary organisations to adopt thesenew insights
into sexuality. Our aim, writes Paul Holt, should be to destroy
capitalism without destroying ourselves in the process.

The seriousness of the men’s
movement is probably best demon-
strated by the two issues of Achilles
Heel — *a magazine of mien’s poli-
tics’ — published by a collective in
London. The magazine covers a
wide range of issues, from fairly
theoretical topics like ‘masculinity
and fascism’, “sexism and male sex-
uvality’, and “the problem with pat-
riarchy’, through to more personal
notes on ‘men’s health’, ‘the diary
of a male househusband’, and a dis-
cussion of experiences in men’s
groups. It also includes cartoons,
poems, and photos, and the whole
thing has a lively and creative feel
to it, thanks partly to the original
and bizarre design of the magazine.
It has sold like hot cakes — yet hard-
ly anyone seems to know what the
men’s movement is about, and
most of those that do are either
enthusiastic members of men’s
groups or are in varying degrees crit-
ical of the movement.

WHY A MEN’S MOVEMENT?

It is far too early to try and give
a definitive set of reasons why men
started, in 1973, and then again a
year or two ago, to meet in groups
all over the country. We would pro-
bably all agree that we felt various
pressing needs: to learn how to
express our emotions and make

real relationships with men, to un-
derstand and try and change our
sexist and exploitative attitudes to-
wards women, to try and deal with
our sexual repressions...to name
but a few. For a lot of us, a major
stimulus forcing us to try and deal
with these problems was, and is,
the influence of the women'’s liber-
ation movement in general, and our
personal and political relationships
with feminist women in particular.

But my impression from the pe-
ople | met at the Manchester Men's
Conference is that plenty of men
have identified with the men's
movement without this political
kick in the pants from feminists.
They've come from a general aware-
ness of the limited nature of their
emotional lives, and, in some cases,
from an extension of the insights
they’ve gained in therapy or from
contact with eastern religions.

Some men have a history of
work in the socialist movement,
and have come to reject the move-
ment as irretrievably sexist and/or
because they feel that the only real-
istic thing one can do is to change
oneself. Some still regard them-
selves as socialists, but are funda-
mentally critical of orthodox soc-
ialist activity.

Yet another set of men in the
movement, surprisingly well repre-
sented at the Manchester conferen-
ce, are those of us who identify
with the socialist movement, are ac-
tive in trade unions, political
groups, and united fronts, but who
believe that socialism has to be fil-
led out by the practical and theor-
etical insights of sexual politics.

SOME OF THE ISSUES

Because there are so many
strands of thought in the men's
movement, some of the criticisms

S (e Lo MY

The most important thing wncan_‘do;is to “‘come out”
with our sexual politics in all our dealings with people.

BIG FLAME May 1979 15

WHY A MEN'S MOVEMENT?

This involves countering the superman images, the

outright hostility which comes
from the most orthodox of the left
— best put to me as ‘| don’t need
men’s groups, I’ve been in men's
groups ever since | was in a gang. |
haven’t got any problems, it's Mar-
garet Thatcher and Jim Callaghan
who've got all the problems’. Such
people neglect the major insight of
the sexual politics movement —
that we are all fucked up living un--
der the yoke of capitalism, and that
we are going to have a hard time
creating a better world unless we
begin now to deal with the sexism,
racism, and authoritarianism which
is deeply ingrained in everyone’s
personality.

Another line of attack is to be
found in a remark by David Wid-
gery: ‘Quite a lot of people who
couldn’t see what [the left] was all
about anyway pushed off to have
kids, lick their wounds or do their
horoscopes’ (Time Out, 9-15 March
1979). True, there are plenty of
men in the movement who have re-
jected the left, and they’ve made
the classic liberal individualist step
of assuming that they can get their
personal lives into a healthy state
without any revolutionary change
in society. Where the hippies be-
lieve in LSD, they believe in men’s
groups for personal therapy.

But the blanket criticism misses
the mark. The fact is that many, if
not all of us on the left are ‘wound-
ed! Some of the wounds are inflict-
ed by an oppressive social system,
in which men comply with those
massive influences making us pre-
tend to be tough, resourceful, ra-
tional, and unemotional. But some
are self-inflicted in the left-wing
movement itself. This movement
too is dominated by tough, ration-
al, unemotional men, and they in-
sist on structures and activities
which require just those qualities
and a lot of us are being burned
out, finding ourselves unable to sus-
tain relationships with women and
children, becoming depressed and
ill, because we blindly follow the
dictates of orthodox Leninism.

Men's groups can be a place
where we examine these hierarchi-
cal structures and masculine meth-
ods, and where we try and find
ways of making revolution without
making ourselves into human
computers.

ARE MEN OPPRESSED?

‘The most important criticism
of the men’s movement comes from
socialist feminists. It is important
because it comes from people who
have a deep understanding of sex-
ual politics, and aren’t blinded by
the myths of the traditional male
left that sexual movements are div-
isive and that only capitalists have
personal problems.

In the second issue of Achilles
Heel Vic Seidler argues, ‘As men

within capitalist society”. He then
goes on to describe this oppression
in terms of men having ‘to turn our
bodies into machines which we can
control’ in order to live up to the
‘competitive, ambitious, strong
man’ we are supposed to be. The
first issue of Achilles Heel strongly
implies that, because men are opp-
ressed, they have the right to organ-
ise autonomously in the same way
as women do.

This is where the socialist femin-
ists begin their criticism, and many
of us in the men’s movement agree
with them. They argue that men
are not oppressed in the same way
as women are, since, by and large,
#hen are the agents of the oppress-

ion of women. They agree that
men have real problems in playing
the violent game of pretendingto
be a man, but they say men should
be described as ‘deformed’ (or some
such word) rather than as ‘oppress-
ed’. And they are hostile to the
idea of men developing an autono-
mous movement, since this would
be, in practice if not by intention,
another institution guarding and ex-
tending the power of men over
women.

There isn‘t space here to say
why | agree with the socialist fem-
inists. It isn"t however, because |
am guilt ridden and trying to make
a good impression with the social-
ist feminists.

They quite rightly point to the

anti-women and anti-gay attitudes we meet every day.

-

_danger of men in the men'’s move-

ment simply drawing support from
other men and even becoming com-
placent and smug about our person-
al ‘anti-sexist” developmgnt.

The most important thing we
can do, it seems to me, is to ‘come
out” with our sexual politics inall
our dealings with people. This in-
volves countering the superman im-
ages, the anti-women and anti-gay
attitudes we meet everyday. It also
means creating structures and activ-
ities which will carry forwards the
movement against sexual oppress-
ion, not separate from, but part and
parcel of the general political work
we do. Not least, we have to work
out ways of creating a revolutionary
organisation which is informed by
the insights of sexual politics, so
that it can help destroy capitalism
without destroying its members.

Information about Men’s
Groups, and ail the publica-
tions mentioned in the artic-
le, can be obtained from:

Men’s Free Press

7 St. Mark’s Rise

London E8 2NJ

MEN AGAINST SEXISM CONFERENCE
‘Relating our personal

and our

Last month 300 men converged on
Manchester for a2 ‘Men Against Sex-
ism’ (MAS) conference. It wasa
resounding success. A warm, affec-
tionate and trusting atmosphere
was generated, free from the com-
petitive and often haranguing post+
ures men are familar with when we
come together to talk politics and
make decisions.

I went to the conference expect-
ing conflict, confusion, mistrust,
and disappointment. If these were
present, they were not apparent,
and credit must be given to the
Manchester Men’s Group’s success
in creating a conference structure
which enabled the maximum possi-
ble interaction in the short space of
time available.

Different interests and ‘tenden-
cies’ were given space to develop a-
longside each other. Perhaps the
predominant common factors were
that most men there had had exper-
{ence of belonging to men’s groups
had had their sexism challenged in
friendships and sexual relationships
with women, and had found diffi-
culty in relating their personal lives
to their political and work selves.

FILMS

The conference included a
creche, a disco, and two films, and
was structured by two sets of group-
ings: home groups and workshops.
Everyone was allocated randomly
to the former and left to get on
with whatever arose. The latter
arose spontaneously from individu-
al and collective suggestions.

A man who had worked with

political

in Santa Cruz emphasised the need
for a personal understanJing prior
to action against rape Discus-
sion went on to the relationship be-
tween male sexuality and power.
Two of the group had experiences
of being raped by men and were ab-
le to talk from this about the devas-
tating effect the violence inflicted
on their sexuality and their emo-
tions. ]

This moved us to consider
the ways in which rape is a ritual
expression of establishing domina-
tion over men in institutional set-
tings such as schools, prisons; and
the forces, as well as over women
in a patriarchical society.

LEFT GROUPS AND MEN
AGAINST SEXISM

Although I describe myself as
non-aligned, I have been close to
Big Flame in Liverpool for about
six months and was therefore at-
tracted to the workshops concern-
ing the Left and sexual politics. A
feature of these workshops was
their openness and tolerance of ex-
pentence which in other contexts
would provide ammunition for cri-
ticisms by left organisations. Ques-
tions were posed more than answers
given. How can anti-sexist men re-
late their consciousness to left pol-
itics?

A huge gap was recognised be-
tween anti-sexist socialist men, oft-
en highly educated with profession-
al or ‘sub-culture’ life styles that en-
able them to have personal time
sufficient to develop a conscious-
ness to support women struggling
against patriarchy, and working

selves’

oppression that prevent such a con-
sciousness from developing. It was
suggested that demands for a short-
er working week plus a decent liv-
ing wage would provide one condi-
tion — personal time — necessary
for such a consciousness.

CRITICISM

The conference ended with a
plenary which supported the idea
of a permanent Men Against Sex*
ism newsletter organised in rotation
by different local men’s groups and
open to contributions from both
men and women, X criticism from
gay men that the conference struc-
ture had not encouraged them to
meet separately early on was accep-
ted. A further conference was pro-
posed in the autumn in Bristol.

What is the future for MAS?

My own view is that any claims for
MAS as an autonomous movement
akin to the women’s or gay move-
ments, should be viewed with the
utmost suspicion: men do not ex-
perience the material oppression of
these groups, just the opposite.

However, men’s emotional make-
up and sexuality are repressed and
distorted by capitalism and the pat-
riarchical nuclear family, and we
have much to gain personally from
the struggles of women.

The possibility of collective ac-
tion by MAS seems to be still far
off, if a possibility at all, without
prior initiatives from the women’s
movement to involve men’s groups
in action on behalf of their
demands. It is time, therefore, for
an analysis and critique of MAS
from the women’s movement to
help nurture — or kill off — the
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