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A “Free and Fair”Zimbabwe ?

it the Leascostar Fouse Talks,
Britoin's Lemd Carrington al-
waye ¢laimed to be tha mectral
refaros, nsdiating between the
Grith-Meserewa governnant and

95,000 pallos rescrres bhave
been called up for the alection.
91,000 motley ealdiars, who
umed Lo fight privately Tor Hoas-
arewa, are oow in the Securizy

ik Patriotic FrontlZANU & PAPU) . forces Hemping 'lov and order!

He presided over a Ssttlement
in which the opposiog Armisd
would withdraw to hases and Hh-
pidmsia would be impartially go=
verned by Lord Spsmas for 2 ®o-
mihs, free from Toreign inter=
ference, until & "free and fair®
election would return tha Tirst
goverpment of mn independent
imboiwe. Soa people balleved
him. Sitce peace hrode oab:
Cwar 30,000 guerrillss have
assmmbled in the bofe Canpes

anid canpaigning for tha Blabop.
The entire Bhodeaian Anme hae
besn laft frec to move anl Lo
take action againat any querrt-
j1las they Tind.

More than 2000 5. African sol=-
diers atill operate in tha Fhos=
desian Amy .

Spamas hoa renswed the State
of Emergency, lelt thousards of
pelitical priscners in jail,
and Hept the 'proteacted willagea'

The Selous Scouteielite tarr=

Lessons from Winter 1980

MASS ACTION
LEADS THE WAY

A guick léok st clasa atriggla
in the winter of 180 shows:

British Staal wvorkers arc
fighting = ap solid as ever.
Frivate pactor steslmakars are
oleso out, & bit mefuctantly
with some of them locking for
A way mcross plckel linas.
Jutside Parlismant tho magha-
ficent mass compaign led To
HAD looks to have held off the
Corrie Bill. At Lerlands the
managesant has the initiative.
The acwerape workars kinocked
back & sell-out propossl dand
mlfely won 213%. Minars in

5. Wales yoied against going
firFat in atrikes sgainsat re-
dundancies.

A confusing pictura?

Wemd lat's take a cloper loak.

BEC's strike is a case of co-

prdinated pasa acticn, Rank
and File militasicy has knocked
sotie backbone into a paesive
and inexperisnced leadarahlp

- Breaght the craft unions
into line - orpanised Dass pi-
cieta of private firme - got
support from minsfs; enginesre
ews The sction Is controlled
fron tha ground. It de forg-
ing links with other straggles.
Nespite the colossal stock-
plile of steel At the start of
the slrike, daspite the legacy
af past sectionaliem heunting
the privals aactor, despits
the Emial media assault on
then, BEC werkers are dolng
walls

fit BL the opposite politics
pravail: Derek Hobinsan's par-
sonpl [= politicall) record of
hesvy-handed authoritarionisn
allenated the renk and flla
amd left him defenceless when
i e A0 Cams. ”:hh nw lat down
bv hkis grison o ks buresucrs-—
tic lwadarahip dug file own
grave?

Ime over-ail ploture is net a8
copfuatpng as it fireal Aediod.
It's not juat o casa of you-win
—poE—ydaii=loge=ons.

The clesr leasan la that to
‘succasd vou need nass action
that®e remk @rnid file contral-
lad. ¥You nesd conmistently to
seck unity in action batweon
different atruggles, between

di ffarent ssctione of the class.
You need to oul ackasEs the lines

that geparate the fight for s 1i-

ving wage from the light agoinst
redundancies,; from the fight ag-
ainst cate, from the fight far
sborticn, from tha fight agoinet
Pl WETETR =

411 the action ham ta te based
ap the Mllest warking class des
dacracy. Broad baaed aslidarity
i mase actisn can take oo the
Taries pnd Fuccoed, whers Rac-
tioralisen, buresicratls heavl-
ness, reliance an a renote lead-
wrship are presoriplbicna for
datant.

Hamy socislists hove been cals
ling far o general atrike. Mo
agres entirely with preparing
for & genaral scribke, but we

need to Be very clear about
what this inpl ias.

Tf wa'ra calling wpon the TUC
to organife such & etrike, we
mupt replise that thertll want
grily a protest action - 'let=
ting off stesn' that retains
T 's credibility while svalds
ing & najer conirenbation with
the goverrnect. [Thus they
fave Llesanl on the Welph TUC tao
withdrow ite bBacking for a pe-
neral atrike Lo Waless Frod
Harch 10zh. ¥

Wi have litkle falth in foloan
actions for their osn sake. We
wheild canpaign Tor mass stri-
ke supporl Tar the TUCYs
o1 actica', and demamd that it
Ge Lraught forwerd frem Tith
Haoy, and be extondaed. Dut we
paaild die 8o only am part af
lailding a gmwl‘tliﬂcﬂ. move—
moent apsinet the Toriee, bosced

idnw
dRs

o socimlisl politice innepen=
dent &0 Labour Party laacer=
Hhipa

orist unit of the Thodesisn Ar-
wv] have gone ohuplanting bombs
which are then blamed on ZANU.

After T loading Scouta Blew th-
smgelyes up, tha unit was Ieft

fres Lo contlne.

Somnee has banoed ZAND HF'e,
removad ZANL'a right 4 conp=
algn in certais areas, and thr=
catened to disenfeatchias vote-
¥& in armes of ZANU puppari.

fq hatd dio the British oxplain
thialr ippartial attitude? Aa
fhemy tell us every day, oot all
the ZAND guarrillas went imlo
Lthe ossenbly poinls, or accept-
@i Rhodepisn authority. Aod RAob-
art Mupgsbae [the ZAMI lesder] hos
pnot tipped his cap to lord Eo-
mesi. Hoaowhile the medls rep-
wat, FAPI are well dipcipline
moaderates led by the gentle
Moamo. 5o BAND has caused all
{he problens, snd Scames i ri-
ght to use tlie existing State
against them.

In our nousss st this hypo-
eriav, we shouldn't simply re-
vares the BBC line ardl chant
NEANU qgood, TAPU bad!. Militants
of bkl have been guorsed by the
Ahodeeimn Army slnce Janusars .
We don't blame ZAFD) poarrillas
far the opportunisn of their -
lepdar, whie was holding discuss=
sione with I&n Saith sone time
o, &nil whe has besn & parsEcis
al friend of Lonkbo's Tioy Row-
lande for yaors. The influsnce
af the leadsrahip mor force
ZAP guerrillas inte & Tatal
goapronise with imporialism.
et Lhat has not rel happebod.
¥ar do we helieva that ZAKL is
about Lo atort a seoialiat raes=
volution in' Fimbabwe. Their
clectionearing has stresded the
At thor do mot intend a full
pationalisation of inchistry.
The cantral comiittes hos lin-
ited the nusiber of ¥omen cand-
jditas ta 5 out of BD. If the
clection results in & omip by
the Fhodesian Avmy; supporbed
b & & African invamion (the
glr military bas recently -
winded us of this sption), th-
en tive guarrilles will be figh-
ting & mere ALfficult war than
patore. If the slsction brings
& EANU=FAPI coalition, the gavi
will Ba bodly comsbrainsd by
the threat of & coop, v the
Conatitution, and by imperial=
ism's ahility te cputrol zhe
Timbabwed: Sconmmy .

Pat we don't demand that &
liberation oovenent be &8 ravo-
luticoary socialist one, on the
Brdink of victorr, befors Wa su=
pport it. The key point is that
EANL and ZAFU hove bean Tighte
ing apsinet laperiaiism (main-
1y British-==which haer aupplied
the oil and techrelogy and dip-—
lomatic cover throughout LOT,
and is now propasing to kedp
ite troops in Zimbabwe for 3
panths O more...) amd for a
progregeive goal (majority rale).
A lang as that contires, 84
wlll our supports

BIG FLAME STATEMERT
0N AFGHANIZTAN

CLTE DEBAIE

WOMEN'E ETHLIGGLE:
TEELANL pnd ZTMBASNE

ANTL=BRACIZT ANTI-FASCIST
FiHPHLET

HEITISH LEYLAKD

pnd lotm lots
lesa than ususl
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Steel: Back to Basics

Valentine's Day wae & criti-
cal one ln the steal strike,
Kot for love, but for momey. A

[orward. Sheffield enginsers
agreed To black M1 ateal. A11
theas cxaiples of solidarity-=-

mass plckst of steclvorkers and despits their lindtations,
miners at Hadfleld's East Hecls show how the steslworkers can

works in Sheffield foarced tha
ISTC members thare to reconsi-

der their pesition. They decid-

#d Lo rejoin the strike. The

next day, BEC craftemeh's dela-

gates (NODC] mealing in Losdon

b halpsd to hold out wniil
the Goverrmeant cracks,

LINLTY
The way the craftssen's full-
tima offidiales tried to =all

overturned their officials' re- out the sirike expoEEd Lhe wesk-

Commnendation and thres our
pay offer very sisilar to the
ahe previously rejected by the
LSTC amd Blast forieessen (BE@),
Hoth events [llustrate LT
very basic factora which
hold the key te a strike wict-
ory: sclidarity asd wnity. It

wir the solidarity of the Tork-

egas of the ISTC's imolatison
Irom the other unlons in tha
BEC. What was mignificent how-
ovar wae that the links Forged
&t & local level betweon all
grades and crafts clearly hsd
& major ispact om the NOOC del-
djalee, who wers mech macs in
touch with tha ptrikers' meod

shire miners which helped close than their officials. NCOC

Hadfields. The Rorthern region
af the TV
ry driver mmmbers not ta cross
stenl picket limnes-<had this
besn done nationaliy from the
start of the strilm , it might
have snded pretiy quickly. 5.
¥ales miners' delepates callad

strikers in E. Yorks had alraa-

inFiructied its lor- dy said that even if thare was

B pepArate dational AQTecHant
they wemildn't cross ISTC pickst
lines.

Ine private pector le & mare
difficult nut o crack. Moat
privits pector ISTC sembers did

for a strike against the threat not want to coms out. Whilst

to coal pinera® jobe from the
Planned redundancies bn abes]
at Fartd Talbot and L]anwern—
on thelr own however 1t was

Giffleult to push sech action

ISTE- NU_B__

*1 don't just want to see tha
Tory Goverrment replaced by o
Laboir Goverrment, I want Le
pee capital les E'qp'l.m;fﬂ_bjr BOC=
lalism,"

Tony Bans

"Wa're not asking vyou te attsnd
maore rallias and demonstrotlens.
¥m want you to Jein us on the
picket line."
Brian Molyneux, ISTC strike
coms (iiees member

'RE &

Pt

the mass picketing of Hadfislds
snd other firms vas essantisal
to hald the strike together, it
18 clanr LTI_‘*- in the longes

tem, & Buch desper unity ls

L]
i3
-
v
-

L

Extriacts from some of tha
spaechas haoed I'\:' & crowd of
300 in Manchester on 30 Feb-
ruary. They ceams after p march
arganised by the Confedaraiion
af Bhipbuilding snd Engineering
Dnijons agninst the outs, unsnp-
loymant, ¢losures and the
attmck on trode unlohas.

A congistent theme of tha
speechos was an appsal to sub=
merge political diffearsnces in
tha Tece of the Tory onslaught.
Bat the problem was highlighted

raqiired. The 5. Yorkshire
ALrike oomelttes feaallsed this.
Straight after the Hadfislds
victary, they called for a
stateeent from the IETC exoc-
utive plesdglang BSC woerflers sup—
port for any privete sscior pay
diapute In Thae Pyluars.

The rols of women In the
strike s also ispertant in
this context. The media vars
making & lot of the stesl work-
ere’ wives st Shesrmsss o
wears opposasd to the striks. In
Eheffield a group of strikera’
wivias and girlifrisods, and wo=
men strikers got togethar amd
declded te go dewm to Sheerneas
Lo show thelr support for ths
strilke.

The lessons of solidarity and
unity are as ald a8 the Tredes
Unien movement itself. But tha
soenes of canfrgnlalion betwasn
pubklic and private steelworkers
helped the Taries and emplovers
En Eheir attmcks on BEC strikecs
ar bully-hoye.

The lapsone nesd to be ralsa-
mt by othar workars. Whai is
miconiraging is the way strilkers
ard thelr supperters heave tacks=
lad the problems head on and
piven all of us more confidence
in every other stmaggle ageinst
the Tories.

whan a leading Labour councilli-
ar atteapled Lo defend the ax-
ing of B0 teachers® Jjobs. dfnd
when a wonan 505 spesber Tonind
heraslf on the recelving end of
A mtresn af peli et skaEs.

Thie last word went to the
I5TC speoker vho von applalsse
with hie ¢call for mess pickets
in Hancheater - not jusi the
best way to win the strike, but
plse the mosl aflfective reply
to the Tories' attempt to stop
effective industrial &ction.

Digging in at Masseys

Workers at Massey-Farguson's
Knowsley, Mersevside, plant ate
blackading £h B. of stock In an
attempt to atop closure. Thew
have Torme] an action commitias
rapraganting mansal and staff
workera to {ight the fim'e
plan to transfar tha product-
ion of tractor-digger-loadera
{TOL'&)] ta Manchester.

The Knowasley plant==only 10
yoars old-—was onge ecolained
an part of Mersovside's enployv=
ment breskthrough. New, job
lossas laocally ambe approaching
10,000 a yvear. The Knowsley
workere are conecious that
thay'ra fighting for Lthair oen
jobe==pnd those aof tha comeun-
it¥. They are supported by
their collengues alsewhers in
Hassoy=Ferguson.

BN FMFLARY

A Combine Commlttec nesting
with dalegates Fom the other
Hasmey=-Ferguson plants quicklwy
mesling in Liverpool hae deci-

ded not to allow any movenent
af wark [rom one plant to aro-
thar.

The plan to close comes on
tep of Enowsley brealing all
sales records in 1979. Iut the
Enowmley workess have no il la-
slans that this will save thalr
joba and pre orgenising to
fight Tor then. They've Sasn
the Eilmamock conbine barvest-
2r plant <losse deswn despitle thé
workers there showing themsel=
ves ta be "exemplary™ and pros
duction runping snogthly, The
clogura of Kilmarmack, the
threat to Knowaler and the no-
tice al rafundsncise in virdua-
ally all M-F factories are part
of the plan to streonline pro-
duetion arl make sven bigger
profits. The Cosbing Connittaa
recognisce that the fight for
SC jokia at Knouvslevy ie only

tha tip of tha icebarg. Ta halp
if win, Kilmarmock hove passad

an L0080 which was Left in their

oan delanes Tund.

ETHCNG

The Eniswsley worhflorocs abs
starting the fight in a very
strong position. There's £4
willion paounds woerth af Tiolsh-=
ed machinery on the =ite (TDOL'as
at L2 000 aplece] and deapite
nanogement e conniving they're
nat gaing snyvwhers until the
threat of closure is Lifced.
The worlkkers are keeping checks
af then auleids pomal working
hiouT 8.

&t present the Factory (s
worklitg nomally but the work-
ars are preparing (af any maves
managenant may Lry. It'a alraa-
dy making nolses sbout laving
workeras off due to incoming
purla diying dp. The warklforce
are ready to etep up their own
action in thie svent.

Massages of support Ta!
LIAYDYY BURMS
LG KRMPTON PARK B
ALAIEEE, L1Y¥ERSOL.

Britigh Layland
EDWARDES PLAN
and your job

i treds amien epesss 18t Liwsrde Fas
._ﬂllﬂ_“

The workers at the Longbridge
have vated not -io strike apainst
the socking of Derek Hedineon.
In this article an AUEN mombar
ot the Jaguer plant éxplains
the nature of the Edwardes' pro=
pasala for tha B.L. werkfercs.

e pay claim on Nov 1st last
ropr wan for an lecresss of £26
for all workers; s further mog-
thly incranse to mest inflation;
the paynent of all outstanding
parity monayp substantial [m-
prevemnte in lay of f and sick
pary an hour &ff the wasll ped
and anmother 4 hours by 19824
improvements Lo shift allowan-—
ced and peneione.

The rasponss Tram. Ley larad
manppement was a1 deriscry off-
er of 54 for the majority and
1% far the minority on the
nighest grade I, plus the fall-
awlng propossls for rearganieing
the workforce.

The introductlian ef an

acenlive scheme whereby work=
Brs could eare up ta £15 w
wask bonus,. This=s scunds fine,
but tho reality [ acmevhat
dilffarent,. Workere at Rover
produced the required tarpets

ard got laid off for 3 weaka.
And tha joks is thsat thers are
RO E&ny care unecld that Ley-

lamd are 3 J

BN e
pla, whio wmeen®i ﬂ:m me=ting
targets.

DLVIDE

A pev, contentious five

polnt grading- syeten, with
camplete mobillity of Iabour
batween the grades, without
ary mutual agresnment. Thie wous
Id mean the destriction of all
traditional trade groups. It
would @lep mesn two worksrs
Leing paid diffarest rates for
the same ok thereby dividing
the wark{orce.

Haragemert wanl Lhe righl ta
timg or retime amy Jjob at

will

Mo Jay-—off pay if tha lay-
aff rasults from action in
sy Bul. plant {ley—off pay is
currently 56 hours per quartar).

In response we organised a
ballot on the Jaguar plante at
Brown's lane and Redford. OF

.| BL
Plans
Explained

the B4+l ballot papers 1assad

5023 volml Lo Feject the B.l.

reply to tha pay «laim with
anly 44H vating for acceptance.
It asamad thot the Tide vas
tukring againat the Edwardea®
geng. The full-time union off-
feiala, scill whisirs af then-
melven, vanted and got a bellet
of @ll E.L. Wwarkars. Although
managanent thought a ballot wi-
nRCaBaary ; they agresd and
paid the £2%,000 to the Electo-
rol Bafor Saclaty ta erganimm
‘ohe. At the sans time, they
condusted n vigorous campaign
o porsusds workars te vobe
ageinst their own unions.

On Jan 3ist, befars the re-
smult of the vote @ap announcs=
ed, tha steawards on the Jaguar
plant were briefed by manage-
ment on the new groadaes. The
workers Tesponss was To ban
avertime, which Jnd baan work-
wi to mest targets. Hanagamant
denied they had decided on gra-
ding, ¥et on Feb 1ot each work-
er recelved @ clock nawber and

hisfher new prade.

FLTI1FMUL

Whit da the proposales mean in
cash terma? Ie chatrast to med-
im claimp sbont fentastic Donus

cffer is pitiful. A material
hondler on grade 3 would be re-
graded te 5, receiving an in-
crease of 9% pence (E72.65 to
£73.50]), and back par of £311.50.
Therg hove been Walk-odts,
stoppeges and strikes ssction
against section at the planti.
The question BL workers are
asking the Jagoar board, in
particular Miks Beasley, Direc-
tar of Jagoar, isi did they
anticipate & 2 veek aStoppage?
Mo they deny that in Gct/Fov
of last yemar they aade an in
depth study of the effecta ol
a atrike? Did they saka can-
tingency plens “ll,liu-ﬂd the tra-
chE with Furopest moedels, in-
stagd of cars for the US4 and
Japen,; the treaditional maricet
far this time of year?
Edwardes” objeclive in Lo
fdivida tha workforce ard then
smash it.The medis i=® helping
him o achieve thisz. Tha work=

force at Jagaar returned to
watk an Fab 16th.

Pwmrdes

owWn propagenda

against Dered Anlkingen in the
recent viatiniaetian cawpaiqn
i# now bteing used by Flat to

Turthay discresdit BL cars. It
ig also a resiindar of the
threal which res technology
offere to warking class atsug-

ale worldwide.

WARD & GOIDETDHE
reefnd & few yprde down the
raad froo Mossoy=Farguson andg=
ther group of workers is pre-
paring to right for thelr joba.
The Ward and Goldatons Cactery,
wivich supplisa elactrical cor
harnesses to Oritieh Leylesnd ie
ander Threaat af cloesurs, Manoages-
nent want to move productics to
ane af their olhear factories.
Tha 160 woshes workars Facaelv-
ed o B0 day ootice, but at the
Line of going o preas nadags—
nont hos defarred it for 7 daya.
The announcensnt cans a= & shock
L thes variears [ﬁgﬁ.in produsiien
and fpdustrial relations have
besen ides]l Trom mapagenent 's
point of viow) but thev'ra Aow
ueing the 7 daye to orpanises
themaslves to stop the oloaure.




Since 1910,women all over
the world have celebrat-
ed Marceh 8th, as Intern-
ational Womens' Day.It
was to commerate a
sitrike by New Yark women
garment workers.

Sopme of the events plann-
ed Tor this year ars:

Amagh-International
Womens' Doy Demonstration.
For further details

contact Big Flame,Liverpool

Sheffield-International
Womens' Day Fair.Promis-
g to be even better

than last year,with stalls
photographic displays,
books,clothes,plants and
cratts for sale.Refresh-
ments and childrens'

play area.All day at
Sarvices Hall,Division St

Landon=Antl-Imperialist
Womens' March.Assemble at
Clapham Commeon 1.00pm.
Eupported by Women in
Ireland;Women Against
Imperialissj0rganisation
of Women of Asian and Afr-

ican Descent: Black Women's

Group; and the Latin Amer-
jican Women's Group.

e

Womes , faced with Imperialist oppression,are no longer
content to take a minor role in the fight=-back.

Thesze pictures show some of the ways in which they
are taking the lead - from peaceful demonstration
ta armed struggle.
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ARMAGH PRISONERS

Not many people expect to visit their mothess in jail. Belfast
teeniger Dominic Malocca probably never expected ta da it eith-
er. But now he does it regularly. His mother, Rose, is in Armagh
jail because she allegedly helped 1RA volunteers in her home dis-

trict of Ardovne,

BRUISED AND FILTHY

But his last visit, 8 few weeks
ago, was the worst shock of all.
His mother was badly bruised
and filthy.

She explained how it happen-
od and he later phoned it throu-

gh to a member of Big Flame in
London.

ILL

Omne of the women prisoners had
diarrheoea, But the prison officers
refused to allow her more than the
one permitted wisit to the tollet in
the maming. In her desperation she
threptened that the next scesw she
saw would get coversd in shit! Asa
pesult she was put “on repart”, due 1o
gee the governorn.

The foilowing Friday, while golag
for & meal, some woinen wene surro-
unded by male prisan officens. A
flght started again and the screws
siaried bationing all around them.
Many of the womsn were cot and

|“‘E=
W i

JUGGILE

f SISTERS

In all the medis attention
i thie eleciion in the trans-
fer to independaces In Limbha-
bwe, ho-ong asks hew 8Ll this
affects tha woesen irn Limbaler.

Im fact, their positicn 1H
very moch at staks §n the cho-
foes that nre now bedng made.
Only p-certain [ndependent
outoomn will in any way liber-
ate thes from their oppressed
position, In this articis; LWo
wisiell currently vigiting Zam-
babws Toke o closer look.

The reacisi avaten that has
beas In oporation sincs Cecil
lhocdms Took the Land (rom the
people saploits woolen 1n &
cathar epecial way. Thara 1s o
racial division of the and;
the whilea smonapalise the best
greos for Taming aad other re-
sourges, plue the bwat Joboi
mnd Tilfa S.h4. theres iz also
s myalem which relagstes hleck
workere io the poaltisn of un-—
walcone ilmmigrants.

ALl this has & Teamon. Thase
tnetititions are oll designesd

L —

hruised, twa of them badly, That
was how Dominic’s mather was in-
Jured,

PROTEST

A% 0 prolest against this attack
the women Began a ‘no—waeh’ com-
paign. The prison mathorities then
refused to allow them even to wash
their clothes. Many were moved to

new cells, fading some of them with

the windows blocksd up!

COVER UP
But at least viaitors were ablowed
in o see the prisoners. In this way

the truth began to leak out slthough

it had received littls publicity from
the porithecn Irish or British oedia,
At one time the prison autliorities

dreamed up the idea that the vislence

was caused when mysterious “black
untfoems’ wers found.

WHY?

Whar really sparke off the violence
and pegularbeatings suffered by the
WOMen prisoners in Armagh and Lhe
hundreds of men in Long Kesh?

The "diarrheces incident’ is a poad
example of the petty harmasment by
prison guands that leads to clashes.

PE RoER  bipy  FERCE
WiTH 13

Moat prisoners are Repuhlicans, Hght-
Ing to end British military necupation
af their countsy. Most guarids are
Loyatists, They want the Brtish to
stay. They hate the prisoners, refuse
to trent them &5 prisoners of war. In-
stend they trest them worse than oo
minal prigcress. In Long Kesh the
attacks on prigosers included random
punching, gpitting food and tossing
the eontents of lavetony pots oves
them durdng ‘slepplng out”,

Eventually this has led to the pre-
seqt *dirty stoike’ n the camp, The
prisoners are demanding the restora-
Lo of political stamoa, They no loog-
er “slop out’, Shil and waste food 38
laft in & cell comer of Baeared on the
walls, That way the warders arzn't
oo keen on entering tlee celis!

TERRORISTS OR SOLDIERS...
What the Bepuhlican prisonars
wanl ig the right to have thelr own
commartd dbractures in jail, electing
their awe officers to negotiate with
guards, Tlhe right 2 wear Lheir own
clothes and mot prison wnifonog In
fact all they want is the kind of life
led by British P.OW.% in Germany
during the wEr.
For further informaticn
read "An Phoblacht/Hep-
ublican News". Available
in left bockshopa aor
from 44 Parpell Squara,
Dublin 1=

Vs SOAMES

to maks labailr supar chesp.-
Wages can be even lawer Than
it 5. Africa but anly hecoobss
Wemeis Trop up the system, Moasl
of then wis forced To Btay in
prerorowded TresAacyes . Thalr
lat Le mot just housework sand
child Fmaring but looKing als
ter the f=wily fomn and grome-
ing aough food Car the kicis
spnd ald falk. S0 none ol thess
family cowebs aid welisre pro-
viglane are n caal to the whi-
te enplayers or to the slata,
Cheapr migoant [Hale) Labouc
fizf the raciets depsnda ai
Lhe double axplottatisn of
L p L=y IS

Baniell wonder then that peos
art wemen lnvelve thenselves
actively dn Lha paerrilia stru-
agla whoen it really got golng
after 1972, Gnes tha guarrillae
hagas Lo politicise the peopls
ard dreaw them into the strugpgle
the Smith regins was lpnedliate-
1¥ put ender challenpge. And o in
thie proceds Wonen played s
creciml role: i the ranke of

the gasrrillias but JTar nare =0
as providess of food, of intell-
igerice, of refuge mnd: Blding,
pE meERape carriersjancd sone
even curried weapone sll The
wmy 1rom Horaehigue., Many saalf-
wiail greatly; heing vers: coue-
ageous in reslsting the Hhod-
exian 'Gecurity Forces’ -—semEn
keing brutally tertured in the
mridl

The lepa wap that the stragg-
e woaild fot Jjust - bring & new
[Ty but a new soclaty. And
what Larid Scmnes! sigpiog is
dasigred %a da is o make sire
that doesn't happsal-—=that oven
id it has an indepsnedsobt gove.,
Zimbabwe will Still be sale
fat capltalisn snd thot would
mean uliea cheap wages and
#till the wimen boaring the
Brunt af nigrant laboor.

Ihie. ie what the choica 1n
Fimbabwe i= all about: will
tha Liheraticn of Alnbabwe

libprata 1te women
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KICKING
ouT
CORRIE

ABTPTW] FUTTOTED

EARLY FERRUARY WHICH HAYE HELPED TURN THE TIDE
AGATHET THE CORRIE BILL.

RALLY

THE CENTRAL Hall in Wastminster was packed and thousands
more pushed to get into hear the speeches. Amongst the many
speskers was Tony Bann who told women how to organise.
* Whan Tony Benn began o t=ll womsen that they should get thamsalves
organmed, | got up and left’ waid B socialist feminist from Sheffiald.
Dwwied $teal, who has since besn in committes with Corrie to compromiss
o the timse fimit and the metutery nstrument clauss, received a standing
i g

There wars impressive and informative contributions from Murses
Fo 8 Fres Choice and Dians Mundy from BPAS who put evaryone
srmaght sbout the difference between tha £2 million turnover in BPAS
wd gha £2 million profit that SPUC like to cite. The NAC speaker didn't
=t an o e platform wniil 7.50 despite the fact that MAC has given the
smpoeha io the campaign against Corrie and has managed to sustain the
meppert. Many feminists felt bitter that the poditics of NAC took such a
S S

Ut e there had besn no mention of ‘Fres abortion on demand - a
" Fagl 10 choote”, “Defend the 1867 Act” was the dominant
oy el w0l o how inadeguate that fel 1Tl women who have
e e worecd hardest in the fight spainst Corrie, it is our lives which
il Se et afected by his bill end yet again the platform of Cantral Hafl
- S Dy e et like the TUC demonstration last Ootober.

S miuyc] T besling sbout the sctusl velue of [sbiving the
P SSier =Y § Dower iy SdeEtan Vo fae et e Ta e
i of Tw SowEhTy to T bl

. R~ —— membar of MAC and Lendon Big Flame

WOMEN'S ASSEMBLY

I"ve been working fist out with NAC sgaingt the Corris Bill
On Tussdey 1'd queuesd

= i fior three hours to Keith Joseph snd _‘: left frozen
e frustrated. On Thursday I'd had a lot of ity for
‘mar owen torch light demo in Leeds. The women's assambly was
our dary. | feit it was the day when women could express our
Ssaiing collectively against the Corrie bill and for our right to
=t

| was lats in ariving at the Central Hall. The stmosphere was
seciric. . The atmosphers grew tensar. Mala photographers
wewre aggravating many women

Then a rumour gethersd momentum & it rounded the
hall - “Some women had been detsined at the speaker’s pleasure
in the House' When we finally heard that a group
of women had safurlad a benner over the public gallery saying
‘womaen will not obey your lsws’ there was wild jubilant cheering,
thunderous foot stomping and shining eyes all round,

This was the signal 5o many of us had been waiting for, It wes spontan-
#OUT MEsE aCtion - hundreds of s poured out of the hall, swarmed scross
Farliamant Square causing havoc with the traffic. There was no sign of the
police &t this wme and the first hundred pushed through the great doors of
Perliament and into the hall. The doors were shut and those women Imm-
edistely |n front of the doors et down. Women were jalning us all the tirma.
W were angry and Etatic - expresing our demands and our poser
WOT the church, not the state WOMEN must contral our fate
"OUR bodies OUA lives OUR right to declds’

Thie women inside were dragged roughly out and three
wrrests ware made, the women balng charged with assault, threstening
behaviour,

Gradually we disparsed and want singing and shouting @ join the torch
light demonstration to Fleet Streer By this time we ware imeprezible.
Songs ware baing crested and recreated on the waves of elation.

i stagoernd onto the train full of optimiem |n the powsr of women and &
simse of strangth, both individusl end collectlve tat sech sl too rame
acemions create,

member of Leeds NAC and Laads BF.

DOMATIONS TO THE DEFENCE FUND C/D NAC London office,
374 Greys Inn Aoad, London W1

What Next for NAC?

Thim largs attendmice at the recemt KAC planning meeting ahricn
the leval of interssc ip debating MAC's futore. There waer mpircited
dimeunnicn af whelliar MAC should be a single imsue canmpalgn or coe
ralating te the widar issues of & Wonan's Hight to Chosap—-rarasc—
fas; contracepiion, sterilization., Purther, should sone eventa ba
womein ol ? How can women get the suppart of the Leboor Hovsoend
on our termaf What is the best way of tuking forward Lhe atrong,
sctive groups of wende that hare developsd fighting Carria? The
iext HF wonen's comrisslon will be discuseing, thiss

. ke S BE Womes's Conmiasdon

Big Flame have just publish-
ed an smbitious pasphilet about
ﬁghtinu racism and Tascism,

It is the result of several
yvears of collective whrk by
members of Hig Flesme who have
besn active In local and natic=

nal anti-=racist mnd anti-fascist @ massive demenstration in

work, including the Anti=Nazi
Laamun.

This i= a good time for the
anti racist/anti fascist move-
ment to tale atock and axamins
ithe past as & basls of golng
forward. The ANL has lost moat
of ite momentum. The state is
stepplng up the alttack on black
pEople through propossd Leami-
gration and nationality legis=
latien,

J.'J.:_e state im pressing on,
using racism to support the
emplovers! moves to restructure
The economy and shift the bal-
ance of power Tirmly Iﬂﬂ-ii‘lﬂt-
the werking class. Thera's
little doubt that direct att-
acks on the black community--
whether it's the political
trials that have taken place
in Southall; the use of Susj
the cuthacks In special educ-
ational provision (such as
Langdage tuition); fssigration
legislation or one of mapy
other ways ——are all intended
to weshen the confidence of the
tlack movesent and ancourEge
divigion in the whole vorking
class.

The fascisi right is in dis-
arfray. This is becaoss both
Tories and Labour played MNat-
ional Fronmt cards during the
glections, removing some of
the NF's reasons to exist., and
because anti fascists have won
& significant viectory over
them in the last few years.
Jown they might he=<=but oot
they are not. The aplinters
areg turnlng out to harass,
threaten and rire-bomb. The re-
cent B attack an Sinn Felin's=
ﬁlnn-d:.r Sunday deme in Bimming-
ham shows that they take [ra-
land seriously,; evan 1f most
of the Left don't.

The white snti racist anti
fasciat movement still exists,
but is weak. The lack of solid-=
arity with the defendants in
Southall shows how faint=heart=
edly many have taken this cru-=
cial issue. However, it seems
that a period of rebuilding is
undervay .

Ihe black movemesnt, howerer,
hag ahown 1te determination to
challenge the rFacism Lhalt the
state supports and on which
fasciam has fed..Last Novembeor's
Margh against Raciat Laws mob-
ilised thousands of people and
several cempaigna are being
waged against deportation and
pialice harassaent.

in the light of this, the
mplack Freedom Harch™ being
prganised by Bradfeord Asian
Yauth Movement and other black
groups promises to stroogly
bufild the struggle of the black
conmunlty and at the same time
demand serious support . for anti
racist activity from white act-—
iviata.

BLACK FHEEDOM MARCH
O the 28th June 1980 there
will commence one of the moaat

THE PAST AGAINST
OUR FUTURE

FIGHTING RACISM AND FASCISM

more tham simple

significant anti-racist
activitips ever mounted on a
national scale in Britain.

The Bradford AYM is organiaing
a "Black Freedem March' which
will set out [roem Bradiford on
the 28+h June and finish with

London on the 18th July.

This will colncide with
demonat rations cutelde British
Comniasiona and Embassies
Ahroughout BEuropa, the "hew
Cosmofweanlth ' and Pakistan.
Support groups are being set
up in cities all over the
country to raise money for
the march (et least £30.000
is nesded) and ' to gain
political support.

Big Flame will be supporting
the march and nexi month we
will eary the statement of the
organisers explaining the
purpose of the march.

Chapter 3; UP AGAINST THE
WALL, examines the role of r
cism and fascism in the pres
crigig. It argues that the c
pis im not .E-iu'!_l:'ll.:.' econoELe I
aleso atffects the community,
fenily, and personal Llife, w
a significeant move ta the ri
in ideps and morals. We agae
the appeal of fasclat ideclo
demongtrating how fascists r
7. (Almo from Blig Flame, cognise the fears and worrie
new reprint of Sexualit pEcple are axpeariencing and
an amcim 255). | s te oiier lsclutiens’e

" " chepter anawers the guastion
how sarious a threat the foa
actually pose. It then goes
to reveal the raciam of Brit
culture and that of the stat
,PI..I""I'..I.'E"I-I].!.I‘].!' Ats use of sus
immigration lawas to barass
blacks.

Chapter &, FIGHTHACK, exam
ines the anti-racist and ant
fascist struggles arguing fo
thae importance of both. It =
resses the importance of int
national solidarity work; pa
icularly around Ireland and
Sputhern Africa; as part of
the anti-racist struggle. Th
impartance of the contributi
af the womer's and gay moven
to anti-Tasciel work ia eaph
imed! We discusa Lhe positico
No Platform for Fascists and
Mo to All Immigralion Contro
Congiderable snphazisa iz pla
o the pneead To support the !
nomous organisation of black
people as egsential 1f their
needs are Lo be part of the
athiggle for socialism. Wa o
clude with & consideration o
the ifgportant tasks which th
movement must take up in the
future.

THE PAST AGAIMST OUT FUTURE

b0 papes. Many photopraphs
and cartoons. Price 50p.
Available from Hig Flame,
217 Wavertree Rd, Liverpool

WHAT'E IN IT

Chapter 1, ALL OUR YESTERDAYS
sxmmines faspcist parties im It=
aly, Germany, and Britaid from
the 19208 to the Second World
War. There is a discussjon of
fascism as a masa movemaent, of
its relationship with big busi-
nass and of the strupggles of
the working clasa to oppose it.
We plso coneider fascist idec-
ogy showing how it is often oo
moPe than an extreme exampla
aef the idens which are alraady
commaplace in our =society, in=
cluding A recognitien of tha im-
portance of sexual politics in-
to an analysis of fascism.

Chapter 2, ROOTS, traces the
origina and growth of racism.
It exemineés the history of im-
perialism. Wa show how im&ages
of blacks have changed along
with changes in the system of
oppression. . These chonges in-
clude the developmeant from sla-
very and plunder to colonialism
and notioms of the 'Civilising
Mission' and the 'White Man's
Hurden' to neo-colonialism and
dominatrion theough unequal ex-
change and a puppet ruling
class. ¥We emphasize how blachk
people have always struggled
aprinst imperialism and, for i
thim, got labelled 'savapes'.

Flame /"

SPEAKING TOUR

Iuring the next couple of
nonths,; members of the Hig
Flame AntiHacist AntiFasclat
Commiasion will be apeaking e
meatings ained to coneider
what lessons can be drawn Ire
the past eand what plans shoul
he #giade for the future of the
pitiracist antifascist atiiigs
The mestings will be a Torum
for all those interested in
this nacessary re-sevaluation.
Mare details next month.

This chapter also diacusaas
the immigration of black pao=
ple to Britain when the rul-
ing clpss consldared the lab=
our ugeful , followad by sucocs=
epaive immigretion acts to
dimiz entry. It locks at black
people g dmblyv exploited masm-
bera of the working clags and
hiw they have fought back. Fin=
ally, we conalder a problem of-
ten dignored by socialists--the
raclaliam of the whita working
clags. We argus that this is
'‘false consci-
pusnesa! remapining from the
past, but has a material basis
P, R
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BIG FLAME NATIONAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON AFGHANISTAN

SOVIET TROOPS OUT
OF AFGHANISTAN'!

BIG FLAME CONDEMNS THE SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN AND

CALLS FOR THE IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET TROOPS FROM

THAT COUNTRY.

Wa racognize that the Soviet Union had legitimate reasons to worry about inten-
sive imparialist involvement in Afghanistan. For some time the United States has
been supplying arms to the right-wing Moslem rebels. The US was threatening to
invada Iran, which borders both Afghanistan and USSR. And the fall of a pro-Sov-
iat governmant in Afghanistan would have threatened to surround the Soviet Uin-

ion along its southern border with a network of right-wing, militantly anti-commun-

ist states alliad with US imperialism and China. Nevertheless, this was not the main
maotivation for Soviet intervention. Nor can it justify & major power imposing its

will ona small country.

We sy this even though we realize
that some of the policies of the Afghani
regime {for example, the abolition of
the bride price) are progressive. BUT
WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT SOCIAL-
ISM CAN BE IMPOSED BY FORCE,
FROM ABOVE.

WHY THE SOVIETS INVADED

The main resson why the USSR inveded
Afghanisian had nothing to do with dafend:
ing the welfare of the Afgheni paople or de
fending the Afghani loft from right-wing or
imperigiint atteck. Rather it was to prevent
the owerthrow of 3 “wtellite’ regima and the
threat this would have posed to the Soviat
burssucracy’s control ower its domastic pop-
ulation gnd over Eastern Europa.

The Soviet Linion's first wormy wes with
its own Moslemn minorities. ranijen and Turk-
ish-speaking minorities, such as Tadzhiks,
Webeks:, and Turkmenis, inhalbsit the border

ol taoth Cowntran ard harem ntroeng ol
ers and sisters. Even though tha T pao-
ples of the USSR have a higher standard of
livirng than the Afghanis, the Soviet Union's
Moslem minorities have a great daal of discon-
tent against overt aconomic, political, and
cultural discrimination, & militantly lslamic
nationalist regjmae in Afghanistan would have
provided a foeus for this discontent and
threatenesd the stability of the whole south-
ern region of the USSR,

s
o
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RESISTANCE

A second worry for the Sowiets wes East-
e Eurcpe. There is no guestion but that the
overthrow of 8 Soviet sstelfite in Afghanisian
woidd have encouraged both right-wing and
socialist dissidents in Esstern Ewope. F would
b shown that the Soviet Unlon’s power
could be Broken, that ressitance could succesd.
In this spnse, the invEion wat femalsr [0 the
Sovigt invasions of Hungary and Crechoslov-
akia, where the Soviets roshed to put down
popular resistance before it spread to other
countries that they controd,

Thirdly, for the same regsons, the Soviet
Union wes worried that s defest in Afghani-
s1an would heve encoursged discontant amaong
its own non-hMoskem popadation,

‘We should keep in mind that the Soviet
Invasion comss At a tima of serious irfernad
crisks for the Soviet reghme. I lesdersfp |3
m in & povwsr Sruggle. [ sconomy &

Popular discontent over these hard-

-ahips, including shortages caused by the Qilym-

pic Garmes, is growing. The Soviet regime is
wsing the invasion and the sgoressive responsa
by US imperialism to create its own “war scare’
and to whip up chauvinism, The invasion also
farms part of a general pettern of increasing
repression, which inclwdes the recent crack-
down on dizsidents and a new, anti-working
class law 1o tighten labour dgcipline.

WHY THE TROOPS MUST WITHDRAWS
We reject the argumanis of those on tha i
Left whao either defend the Soviet invasion or
dio not eall for & withdrawsl of Soviet troops.

The Saviet Union did not intervens to def-
end & progressive, populsr movement from
baing crushed. Mor was |1 answering & call
from & popular regime to halp it defend |1-
self against imperialism {as the Cuban troop
did whan they defended tha MPLA in Ango-

lal, Wa adrit that a defeat for Soviet troops
in Afghanistan (which is unlikaly) would ba
a wictory for Western imperialism. Bat their

continued presence in thet country is streng-
thening the Right throughout the Middle
East and Asia and has no doubt done very
grest darnage 1o the Left in countries ke

fran and Paklawan.

MY THICAL

Big Flame, howaver, alio repecis tha argi-
mant that the Soviets have violsted some my-
thical “salf determination of the Afghani peop-
Ie’, OF course we oppose attempts try big
countries to impase their will on little count-
rigs. But hadd there been a popular and progr-
gssive moverment in Afghanizian which called
for asistance from outside to defend [tsell
against imperialist interference, then we very
probably would have supported it Again, wa
1ake the example of Angola: Cuban ‘interven:
tion” certainly wiolated the “sel f-detarmination”
of the Angalan people, but we defendad it
because the MPLA was engaged in an impor-
tant anti-imperialist struggla.
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THE
WORLIDWIDE

cammunkem, snd particularly hostility 1o the
left inside thair cwn countries. For this ress-
on e will do everything we can o initiate
or support Campaigne against: the reintrodus-

tion of conseription in the United States, the
sale of arm4 and other military equipmant 1o

WEEDONE,

China and right-wing states like Pakistan and
Saudh Arabia, the establishmant of US milit-
ary bases in the Middle East and Asia, and the
West's possession, build-up, or use of nueclesr

NO OLYMPIC BOYCOTT
Big Flame also opposes any bopoote of

the Qlympic games in Mascow. We have al-
ways stressed the connection bevwesn polit-
ics and sport: The call for 8 boycott of the
Moscow CHyrmpics is being used by the Right
in every country to build en anti-communist
crusade. These same forces did net opposs
the Maxico Olympics in 1868 nor the 'World
Cupin Argantine in 1878, Maor did they opp-

ose the LSS war against the Vietramess with

ROLE OF IMPERIALISM

Whilst condamning the Sowviet invasion,
g Flame thanks that revolutionaries in Srit-
ain and alsewhere must do all they can to point
out how Western imparialism is using events in
Afghanistan to strengthen ite hald over tha
Middile East and Asia. The Linited States and
its allias are wusing the invasion to prepare pub-
lic opinmion to accept the renewed use af US
troops to put down popular revolts wiseh
might threaten Japanese, &merican, or other
Westarn capitalist intarests, At the sama time,
they are using tha invasion to bolster anti-

threats of similar cufturel or aconamlc sanc-
tions.: Melther is there any avidance that small
growps of lefi-wing oppositioniss in the USSA
of Esstern Eurnpe have called on soclalin
and the workers' movement in the Wast to
bulld a boveoit. If the Clympic games go &
head, we will use that opportunity to exposs
the brutal, anti-socialist charactar of the Sov-
int regime.

Eig Flame MNational Committas
18 February 1980

the Proletariat] have been in
jail withouwt trial since June
TR, Amongst the prisoners

ship of Salapar amd Castamno.
Isobel do Carma has bean

%% bringing up in jail har now
% two year old son, who has
therefofs known no other life.
The PAF prizeners are poi-
irieal prisoners and clearly re
cognised as such by the Paortu-
guess judicial authorities. In
the offical indictment groat
weigh't B given to their mem-
bership of the PRP, an  cegan-
Bation which, aceording to the

progromane (He feizre of pow-
er by rhe workerr by rolent

24 members of the Poriu- means,  This Is used to justify
guase laft-wing organisation the charge agalnst Carles An-
PRP {Revolutionary Party of  ynes and tsobel de Carme of

'moral respongibilivy’ in vario-
us crimes, including bank mobb-
aries and incitarmant to break

are two of the PRP leaders, military discipdine during the
Iz8bel do Carmo and Carlos period between Aprll 1974
Antunes, well known for their 304 November 1076, They
bong history a1 militants of the 5y gyan charged with insult-
resiitance againgt the dictstor-  jng the Prime Minlster, Plahel-

ra de Azevedo, head of the Gth
Provisional Governmant.

Un the Znd Apeil 1878 the
parl iamentary graup of the
Socialist Party presented to
the Legslative Assambly an
Armnesty Bill according to
whieh ‘all eriminal and disci-
plinary misdeads of a political
nature, including these subject
to tha militery code, are am-
nestiad”if they took place aft-
er &pril 1974,

roapanity.

Thie Law was finally ratified
by President Eanes in Movern-
ber 1879, following a 2B-day
hunger strike by the paolitlcal
prisoners of which this was
one ol the main demands.

Diesgite this the PRP memn-
biers are still in jail, mare than
one and a half vaars after thair
BFTESL

et all the membare of the
para-rmilitary fascist organise
tionz ELP and MOLP whe took
part in bombing outrages after
April 1874, many Invalving
loss of life, have bean fread.

All agents of the secret pol-
Ice of the Salazar/Castans re-
gime PIDE/DGS, resporsible
for hidaous crimes of tarture
and murdar of antl-fascist mil-
itants, have been freed.

Indictreent, defended in its MHAT YOU AN OO

Tha Armnesty Bill was pass-

: Tt o organiiseiion to
leatlets, a campaipn bullelin, and Wafes ar samd @ Emm
speakers for trade union apd labour 1o

mavement onganisations to build The Portuguese Armiass
uppart and work [owards a deleg- o I EE.I'E?."EI-‘E Seridare
ate conference before the end of the { aclan B T

e

(1
Ge;d out fhrgm e Lt
u El't LEN VICIOUS gincdealdd st

. ’ , FRE prizoners sno devm-
The importance of this comprign aneling thelr. irmeclars
c I ’, was emphazised by Lep Murmy him-
B' ]
CBI should end; 3, that the pusposs

self im a vicious attack on Don Tham-
son's book “Where Were Yoo Broth-

r-:!:ncives. £l EU,UH[] trom E_hE Far- FINAMCE of international work should he de-

eign Qffice. The International A CAMpAIEN PTORTAMME WAS 85T fined ag assleting international labour

One hundred trade unionists met in London's Conway Hall on
February 10th to launch a campaign to make the TUC s inter-
national programme accountable to the membership,

The speakers, who included  ({the ICFTUs biggest affiliate)
Don Thomson(T&GWL), Roger  refused to accept any responsi-
Poole (NUPE), and Stuart Me- hility, The TUC also refused to
Clellen (CPSA}), attacked the play any official role in the Ch-
[nternational Department lor ile Solidarity Campaign—despite
its collaberation with the For- the involvement of some other
eign (ffice, the CBI, and many  leading West European trade

Pressive povermiments overseas.  union centres.

The international programme

CONFEREKCE ON THE TUC's
INTERKATIONAL POLICIES.

reloaga, wilth coples wo:
The Porivgussa Poifeical
Prizoners, c/o Roorm 265
2T Clarkanwall Closa,
London EC T,

Send dapations or hels
arpEnise fund miving acl-
fuitias fo haln. W are =
ing ti rame mongy ho hein
e prigonens” families

er? and on those delegates Lo the
TLC Congreas and elsewhere who
had demanded that the book®s alle-

- : : et . : plions be answered in full, Keguesta
Contederation af Free Trade eed Lo demanid that 1. the TUC maket  against inteenational capital; and 4. for furthier infotmation, mepdages-of
Unions, ICFTU [through its 3-!"5ua-t'1¢ L Coogres the ful Cisan- that the TUC should encourage mem-  support, and {inuch seeded) flnane-
Latin American séttion—(ORIT)  cial details of both its own and the  hership education on intesnational fal help should go to Don Thomson
wis an accomplice in the over-  TCFTUs overseas progmmmes; 2. insues, o/o CCEA, | Cambridge Tefrace, Lon-
throw-of Allende—but the TUE  that ol links with the Foceign Office,  The steering committe slected dem,
atber Governoment gr=ncies dnil THE of fha memntinm uddl R s e o o
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Improving
Social Life

Deear Fls,

The lefter on culfufe Dy
Matihew Garth in the Felru
wry i of Big Flame fiises
some important points, 15 ln’t
just 8 case of having more cul-
tursl featurers in the paper bul
coming 1o Eerma slso with, s
Matihew says, °,. oalture’s
pole in capital’s domination
and opr resistamce o il

I:Im,n! the advaniages of
having a monthiy paper them
arw i few) B that it is poine-
lgaa filling the paper with
shart mews items that are -
glevast 1o mamy of the read-
g5 This means That articles
ae caltwee need not be ditch-
el If we cannod have goosd
cmltisrad coveErage im @ months
Iy paper, it seems 10 me unlike-
by that this smatjan will im-
proes if we po forinightly.

i i worlkoer np peighbar

e

Saeve Ros=
BF membas. Presthn.

"Apocalypse Now’ Review:

'SEXIST CO-ENJOYMENT

AT ANL GIG

Dear Big Flome,

This letiler COncErmEs
the recent ANL sncial
and fund raising event
hald in Bedford Housa,
Liverpool on Fridoy
last.

"¢ should be claar
that fasciss la very
concernsd with sewusl
politice. To croate &
‘master Face', fascisis
must, mnd do, comblines
thair racism withis)
vicious seximm..-" "Big
Flame', 'Saxuality snd
Fascism", Decembar . Tl

(Fvar one year Later,
and yet wa still find
tha "Left® playing sex-
imt pemes. And Worse,
whiilet attempiing to
further tha aime of tha
ANL, actually allowlng
money to be made from
e R
To i confionted at a
social and fund raising
wvent by a group of tot-
ally seaist susicisns
callad *ASYLIM', a par-
gon would alsost be rig-
ht in assuming & Lack
of knowledge about sex-
imn on the part of the
arpanizere af the event..
To know Lhat the relats
ionshlp betwssn the ANL
and Big Flame is rathar
pood in Liverpesl, & per-
mon could be forgiven in
thé belisf that lnforma-
tion is baing shared ba=
twaal the téo orpanisat-
lomm. s«

At an event cohcernad
with togethernses,

1 did mat axpect

after baing mads to Tesl
really good by &njoying
e EEc-gaalFl pErfoTm-
EnoEs coRCElTed wilkh

- mpolidarity, to be insuls-

tad by the pudiden pre—
semtation of an absurd
W UEal L -—namaly . 1he
sexiet co—am jeruant &
e sihar of The gresm
CASTLAM® and the LEFT-
Eed saly did peopls Fit
and listen: they sctoal-
ly danced to the rabbLisng
political integrity be-

ing throsn from the roof.

Semi hrotners aid miE-
ters become, Pightly ano,
vary upset. Hembers of
Livsrpool ' Women'a Ho—
veament , Gay Alllance,
andl Anti=Sexipt man.we
becases anneye=d with not
only thae form apd cont-
ant of thes suslc, bul
alss with the way & fUSE-
b of Brothers attespt-
#i to explain meay e
booking of the groap
poncermel and their own
sexiet anjorment

hgreed, it is difflcu-
It te fully cenfront sex-
imn in everyday 1life. Bat
we phould not &llow our-
aalves to be used as -
gaive agents for ity nor
should we allow it to
flourish lagide our or=
gasrimatione.

Yours fratestmally,

Will Savapgs

NOTE:=

In placs of & full re-
ply—=which 1 hope will
e ready for neat fesoe-—
174 like to sy Tor the
benefit of readers, that
I thisk Will's lelier is
mislesling. 1t ceannoi be
statad so blandly Lhat
Asylum ars "totally sex-
imt", let's henr Will
argue thai peint. Secen-
dly, it wasn't "ths Lleft"
versus wonen's liberation,
ey Alllance, Men Against
Zpximm, far cr apainet
Phaylan™. A majority af
the members of WoEen's
Litaratlon and of tha
gay pecple at the glg
did not agres with the
Frotast, sves wisen Clme
sl 08 ThElr views.
Thie is oot to may thers
im no discussion to be
had on Lthe el thet
ie teplicit & Sl of
rochy/pop tultEre. . Dt
I cam't scoapl Will'm
Sghock., Berrar® dspicl-
jon af ithis particeler
wg-

Steva E.

page ag e of Tha Bost

Bd., Liverpool 7.

The Newspaper Collective regards the letters

That's wity we didn't drop it when we Wera anly
shle to preducs an -pogs lssue. Help us by con-
timuing to send your letters in. Maxipen L0 wds.
Send then te Big Flans Newspaper, 217 Wavertres

Many of the letisra on this page have been cut.

=- e

important in the paper.

Glib and Simplistic

Paar Blg Flame,

I wonild like to comment o
lumt month's revies of Apocal-
ypse How. I lived with ard Lau-
ght Vietnam vetersna in the
sarly seventles who were united
in & comion ovarenses of the abs
solute insanity of their situs-
tien in ¥ietnmn, a8 individuaile
and a= f matichi. Thelr slisna-
tion was such that they referr—
"the warld® .
Viatnom being an sntiraly sep-
arate and; praferably, slonad

ed to Anarica om

pound affects with the ominous
thwacking of the blades of m
Cobra gunship about to lay¥ wos=
ta a village and Horrison and
Hendrizx, in a mense also cosunl-
itims of Westarn sccisty, wail-
ing in the backrourd. The abacl-
wta MADNESS of the Wagher=acoom-
paniml chopper attack on tha NLL
neachside villoge ia partly so
terrifyving bhecause cvents not
dimsimilar sctuslly happened.

Apocalypas Now is ope of the

ngll that will be irvelved will be the phote—-a
drilling of about o dozen hulea each

4 inches in diameter ints a rock masa
extending over peveral milee."

Bendnd this bland disclaimer by the
Atomic Energy Ruthority lies & detaim-
ined attenpt ta craste a domp £ Scoi=
land to begin to solye Aritain'e gree-
ing rclaar waste problan.

The fathority, desperslis to sink "a
dh yoar bulld-up of muclear waste imto
the grousd, has chosen rudral Ecot | sl
to drive in Lhe thin mige of & big

.ell;n].| 1n
ing were

‘But a conpaign i@ undarway to fight Lhe

Ak over dumping & Lhey 'va previously
Leen fomght over wranium shipeests|ses

demenatration in lendan, July
1977} and new ruclear power stationa.

The problem, Gccording te SURRM I:fh;u'l:-::
tigh Cempalgn To Beaist the Muclaar Mon-

that even i1 subtarranean dump-
snfe, the transporting I the

waEle itaelf is potentinlly calomitoms.
iTp to mix train losds of used fusl tra-
wel through Lancaster every Weak. Just
lmagine what nappens il the track Walde
g dm fEuliy.

¥ adwel
ACHAM
=n Alnmlie Placae
Edinburgh 3
ayL-za8 7753

to & heartwarming ¥istnanasa
smdoresmant of peaple's war
trivialires ths issue. Karte's
tals shocked me and I don't ba-
lieve it. However,
gols and paople’s war,
mny other war; is a crusl;
bloody and atrocicus business.
It i® not & lefty picnic ar &
benefit bop with puns. The HNLF
did shoot people, and Lhe ai-
teot Lo which inRoecent people
died 1ia obvicusly a metisc for
debale, but die they did. To
alesa over such matters wll
too sasily leada ta the ocvas-
ion aof truth=-und am such doas
A grave disservice to the atr-
uggle for sacialiem.

ACADEMIC MARXOLOGIST

[ear Big Flame, arily bBadly writies srticle

Last month's cemlre 4 pa-
ges o fighting the Cuta-like
the ffarure on the Tores' Em-
plowment Hill the prévious,
micmth—was very uselal Tar
acii®stg, Juar the kind of cov-
erage Elg Flame could dowith
milsch mioTe.

Heow hout thie—

bacemear gteerer,,,
A paly db was marne by
Feargal D' Hanlon's unneces

NO NEED FOR
PICKETS

Deemr Fiy Flimia,

I" very much enjoyed youf
review by Rosewsll Rudd of
Jaan-Morie Uromm'e Dook,
Wpart - A Prig of Maasored
Tima" which is heavily criti-
gized for mmwhbolising "thea
vilgar; macianclial Harxism
which cennot cope with can-
tradictians" [Iike livimg in
a world ot of onr dwn daking?h
pnd was therefors stddened to
raad your review of "Apecalypaa
wnaw® which, T Teal, should be
crlticised for the esme Fadsali.

memal Atmi=

Likes

cflled ( was this en nnindendes
Joke?) Explaining the Culs.

Jusd bow rerbrmacruring
oIA CreTla ke R LT -
eaeditinns fiw capEsi aocumr
ehrripe & relmportae crpid-
alirs farres on sockel refgiions

O'Hanbos clearly belleves
that an &ea lse't worth its

reality. The Aoye in Company L.
a low budget features, caught
the feeling best when the pla-
taen arrives in s Vietnas that
pEems B oreas boetweon & etage—
gat, a falrground, & rock [esT=
ival, m bistcher's shop and &
conotery inhshited by alant-
syed alieng: 4 totally distart-
#d vipw,of courss, Dot this ie
hew slphtean vear old black aod
white copscriphe, pot educated,
niddle class, clever or, pschaps
prinmcipled snough Lo fles to
Canada, saw the woar. One of @y
best lriende chopped off his
trigger Tfinger rather than go,
but be waa ' lacky ! snoagh to
bave concrete political opinlons
ap @wall as phralcal courage.
The cERarowcrk in .'I.Elpc:!i'lé'nﬂt
How is sxceptional, as are the

most mecubate American £llme
shout the Anarican axpedisace
in Vietnam. The airborne atbteck
el the villapgs was forF @ia ot
cnce appeliing and yet eshilars
ating, the difference baing thoat
1 was proying for the HLF snti-
plreraft guns ta hit w belicop—
fer. I was glad, than sarry,
when the Visthanose girl threw
a grenade into the nedical
chopprr airlifting the 8 wound-
ad, slthoupgh it waa trwing Lo
save, albeit Aperican, Lives.
You could argus thot 1 wae just
focked—up and enotionelly con-
Puaed ; Bat, in that cage, EBO
are o 1ot of other peoples

I fmal that vour roview was
far too glib mnd sinpliatic.
The justaposition of Kurta's
guate absul XF alrscities next

The lmmesiae conplaxity of
the Vietnamese struggle and
its cansoguences cannot be aver—
locked and Apocalypas Now inoa
confused, danic, yvet inspired
way prEepents one aspact of the
Amaricen experiemce. I den't
believe Lhe Tiln glarifies war
nar da 1 belicve it attespits Lo
Juatify bthe American rala in
Vigtnaw. John Warne did that
kind of thing much belter. Tha
profousd passimise of Apocalypsc
_\.':# can b pountered only hy
capfranting the questions that
it roises, rather than evading
than ar pratanding that they
don't exist.

The papor ocens ta bf inpro-
ving all the Line, particalarly
Prother Goose. hoep 1t up.

Roger Lowis

1 do not believe that this
filn Would hove had us picketing
mhowing A0 years ago

Like "T'ne Dear-
hupter! fwhich sudfefad o sin-
ilar fate at the hends of veouar
Tilm ritic) T think Lhat
"Apocalypse Nowl 1 a power-
Tul arnd thought provaking Tilm
about the effects of war

H¥ mojor objections to cha
re¥low ares- L
1] The film i® rat Laaad on
W lie - the Vietnanese f1d
win becaumo they wers ansis
ruthleaa wnd datormined than
the Anericane.

21 The Zilm daoss not  suagEest
that the Viaetsnscmasa Wer's Oore
Ugril™, ainply that war ie.

skl mniess it can be expros-
il uE [or all gxc-
ept o hamdiul of university
traimed marzalogists,
Wagn't it Big Flame the
newapapet that prided iteelf
¢ dts abdlley (o make com-
pilex Idems acceszible Lo all?

¥ o,
Fuzzled Frown
Asbly-de-le- fouche.

3} fo one denisa thal Tha
¥.C: Tought "o poople; s warl
but let e not get Lo Fompn-—
tie mhait warfoare. Surely the
Vigtnaneee are ag entitled 4o
gel. is dehumanised by yoars
of killingfas anvone els=,

|1 thauaght it wae only John
Wornie whe killed peoples with=-
put petting hia heands diecyb)

i) The [iln does not end up
tglaritring warl tul trias
to Treat it an the level ac
which it affects moesal peapla
caught ap in it =« the person-
ol Much aep we nay like pao-
ple Lo sas Wwarfore an an scon-
anicfpolitical level for
pany [rombetants and sudience
alike) 1ty existe on oa peyech-
p1r||_1:'::u1.."mi:r|:1.-:-nni_.-"rlc|ral-
levels

An @ rasult filme
are forced to de berttie [and
raiec imsueslon the idsslog-
icm]l Leval.

Fur me the iln Keaps Yaes
much Ta the Conrad povel
[Heart of Darkosee) which il
oranprad me to read.They are
both aaschtlally horrar stariaa
epncecTisl with melfishnses,
dedicaticn, oaral corruptlon
and humen by pocriay .

Dant rely’
on quotes pdlfered from "I':l:lpp—
ala's Pelitica™; go and &ae L1t
far vouwrasl £}

Tours MoLart

Androw Wisrd {Report)




The New Leaders ?

John Warringtan's article {(Feb
B.F.) "Con Labour LaadT™
b welcomed me sn fnfarsative
look at the 1isdltaed optlons
ppan td the Labour Left. But
for mame rfeaman, ha Talle to
eome out with the neceasary an-
mrer PND, LABOUR CAN'T LEAO™
knd on top of that he falls
into the trap of sesing the
muss moveeeni b only backiog
up-the Lahour Councils that
are preparsd Lo fight.

This is putting the cart be-
fore the horese; thers's & nesd
toe put tha stratege for fight-
ing the cute fimly back on its
fest. Yas, Labour Councils
should be made to take & atand
against the culs, but thay car-
tainly can't lead it. And what
about the impact of the Labour
Laft when thelr effect is to

TR 1%

draln sitergy from cutls campalg-

na?

HOW CAN WE FIGIT?

¥e naed to build ar indepen-
ant movement of maEs roalsta-
foe Lo the cuts that unites
public sector workersa and the
peeres of mearvices as well as
irdustrial sector worketrs..
It will need an #ye To long=
tem oational erganisation and
i strong socialist dimensian
{drawing in lLabeur Party aoti-
viatsa)l . How do we go about

building this? Here's some
idenme.

Fighting cits svery day . o

much of what needs to be dane
ig to recus joba mnd servicas
that are disasppaaring every

day

usually unnoticed, ih &

thousand littla incidents.
INgturel wastage!" is & major
problem. Cute cenpaipns will
have to deo more than oFganise
takan donanstrations Or ome—
off lobbies; a natwork of supp=
ort mnd information must be
buiit that reschas into ey
hospital, Echool, housing esi=
ate; housing department etc.
and beyvond Chan to other work=
Pl aces.

Public services belong to all.

HEOH'T CUT S CUT THM® ideas

cal ha shown to ba Gelf-defeat-
ing. For axanple, striks action
% Hottinghamshire's toachers

hos made the County Council res
instate a tescher suspended for
refusing to teach &n oversizsd
glass. Tat there is engal OVar
tha NUT's posmible acceptance

that children suat be excluded,

Leeds Resistance

Hundiwds of Labour councillors
li-l 'p'.l.idﬂ'l.r:n themeelves 1o
l1-j1.1 ths cute to thes death-
et ad they Ioughl the Toriss'
1972 Bousing Financs kctl It's
Al trum todoy me it wAs Lhem
that amy steand taken by Lab-our
will ba saly so fim =@ naeEs
pressure on thes La strong.
That'"s the basis of Lesds RAee-
istance, & lecal anti-cuts com=
peign whasa growth hae been
rapid and impressive.

What mafa Hesistance news
was the challengs they Lssuad
to [abour couscillors and can-—

stand agalnst the cute-——oF face
detarmined opposaltion 1n thes
ekl sleciions. A% presest
wndgr miparily Tory control,
Laeds could ssepily po Labour
in the Hay slectiona.

BROAT BASED

Tha weekly distribution of
Resistance Mews in shoppiog cas
nkres s helping to creats A
brosd-haned, peblcly lonown
CHnpd g

Hesiatance has= put (orsared
a programme Lo Tight tha cuts:

didates to tske & clear public

it includas:
1« Link expenditure in ker arae=
s to inflatisn

2. Maks the accounts of [ocal
matharities and servican opan
ta the imspéction of trade un-
ion apd community represantati-
Vs

9. Grasp the netile af rate Lbs=
craasas and find means to make
the better off pay more..

k= Epop spanding which nakes
the rich richer. Such as subai-
e o holel and offlce bulld-
ings] the rpad and ootorsay
schames Thal are for the bemne—
fit of the rosad haulage Lriga-
nda.

S. Defy govermment limite &nd
spmnd what 1n needed.

k. Cancel pafment of Thtalast
to the City finonciers.

If they can get & clear un-—
dartaking from Labour to fight
the cuts, Remistance effer
thelr support ta work far a
Labour win in the local slec=
ticna. I pat, they will [iald
anti=cute candidates themselvea
in Mo :
Contact Realstance &t
6 Graham View, Lesds 4.
Phonelevngs) Lasds 780719

BIG FLAME'S TENTH BIRTHDAY

The firmt BElg Fisss appsarsd in fspuary 1§70. Far =siz-
pancE |[this was ihe pre—decimsl s-s vhen fish and chips
oiild sel pidi back 100 yioes @il Ddir popea ol neee

sbourt Hersarelds struggles ared the odd 1
or worid nedes

Fomed afvar a I__-l. pliay about u dockas
Bt Livergool doosis the papar was

e Jily sdislen

tem af pational

wae the lamat, The Taper which re-sppsac-

il durinpg the dack riries t¥n years LAatar WER veary
Hiffarmnt wves thooph the tii04 was the sme. In b
Lotwivaning parlod, & i@ politloal group hegsn to take

mhaes, oellsd Blg Flams sed i=cludicg moes of ths found-

5 e=rupatian of
wdly ful

darlng Lts abort 1ife. Virtuelly Lhe i
dpad mim, Trotekyimce, Comeunler Party an
wttanded tha readsce mastings,
Llafour povemesl Ldirira.

FILEIMGTORS

Kddis Focharta, than a conyensr st Ford
m frunt pags mesEEEgE 1n = serdy sditien
CLomly amlondists Lo wrlte S0 el Bull 1h
dfd, ¥Vhen the Fllxipgtan =trikee szpioddsd
the Apring, Oig FMlass pronstly ran an An
FrAiggle, written Ty oie «f e allitant
popl A of that sdition; wt ases mestinga
pakm .

Yol plitically the paper Wéd mlrmuly

an wall mm promipent

wount of tha

lew local lufe = Ii

A Ll bertard arie- 1ncal [roug to a

within wiich cur

inpg mambera of the 1970 oe=spspEer.
SUCTALIAT AMD FEMEINIET
L thie lagr elght vears, Nig Fleese hae growsm foonm a

netlonsl orpenimwticon, e sathk ¥e ars

Avmaclng ok & Bappe varled sNperldnce ol neas- strugyle,

polltice are raaced. Dip Plsses polltios

hive dursloped dlocgaide en sweakmiing of socialimc and

linl wenoad, i pnad Fenlnier 1dess Ly

Eppuuling Ior

u papers And Thus ]

in 5. Welems in of roforslm,.

B WMo pald kgSed

ad mrsund the
can redlly msrvie

o itE lagk Lage.

—-—WI-——-

CAFIMICH AGATHET THMIGRATTON [LAS
Conference al Natarlos Action Centra,
wrile Boad, Laoddon SEL Lo caonaider

the way shaad for the capinblgin.
Seturday Mareh 130k, 0-b. Foothar
Astalle, phone C5-Thy 3330,

16 Years of Biy Flawe. Evenis to cel-
sbrach tha firas edliies of the o
paput. Liverpoal: Satucday 15 Margs,
B i, Ftanley Howse. Sociel with
Enallforas and che file of Jim Allsnis

TV play; Ita Nipg Flms. 50p- 0300 gil=
Wil

Bdmmlnghmn - Saeday 3 Haychy § @y

Arem Cab, H111 =2t, Tolmp The Rip &l

Ihe flio will elao
ohestar ot o 1atar

Ba mhorar dn Han=
Sd'te.

Buwiwr towday Londenc . Binn Fedn Harch.
dpgol e 20Uy Sundur © Aprll, Speak-
arA Commar, aeech o Bllbgee Sl
for Malls.

155035, Ah irdapendant nonthls sage-
zina hringdog o eeilcol oo sporaecs
T World wvesta. Cut iet Mucck.. 5
wcrth triel Bd.es (E9.000 fres O
Glllmszds RBd.., lawidon 3% TLN

Haleler counter desonstracion agelnat
the KI" march In Glaspes, 1%th Herch
[ehedr wicgun La “‘moash 03 Tafak. ')
dubtnlio of teaseport o Loonl A H.L.
Erw:chan. [Londan, 11:00 pu Friday
lhits—Yock ¥ury; Einps Crossl.

Farchambsrs S0 Lomn Filee apd Fides,
Fri: Ferch 21. F:3em Shille: The Koot
Palnful Hour 197 doconentacs By Ja
Miwhle=zy . Flua "The How Forldb o pme=
conl vidaotsts with Chi Daan refupgesal -

Eat, Kareh 23, 723 s The Spirullra-
zant Franch filn apalrsie of q_q:|||||: '
Exth ot Hol Bal., E1 Tilgam 54, HOE,

Tuivks Goasa [botm: Fric. 755, Satil.
Frocresds roo Chile Sol bdardvy Conpadge.

Sncdaliet Spotland Na. %
Box 9. 47 Hisdre 5,

k%p frow
Edlnbur g,

Shatffinld HF Fubklic Mesting mn "0IFE ,
JOEE . & RALESY mits Kets Trumcctt
(FPlghetack] st 70%0 g Thurs Hageh ©
Hurs & Hounde Fuh, Kureery Sr.

iothe POV, DR newEgaper e 4 suflsci-

ion of theas malitice = pedrher dopmarically tied to
i Pocks ol past revolutiomsrlias nor caresd By e hmaeh

Thanks te techmlcal probloms, cile issie beoare & superts=
iciil resmmbtlancs to the ssrlisr fasuse: Let"s hops dhat
in ten years Lime so will heve eslabhlished & pupsr thet

the msda of & largoey resderahip.

FUND DRIVE

Unlikcs aeny saocislinc sapscs ¥e have
prioplly b goizing ceulscs in tha
1ast wed voRre, IF wolve to Bulld on
e affranoae, w6 are golng to neel’
1zt of camha

Booary resddr aEeuld conalder sligning
& afading order ta givs §E & ragilar
moniribuilon. dnd BEiliyg Flime grocpa mbo-
uld plan & regular e ?r..ﬂllu AENT
M mrore lEaadiate Ievel we mort TEiss
L1890 5y ita and of Herch-=L0 svery coee-
der gave K1 weld ba pleb, s in's not
a4 too smbitioum tarpget.

Biyg Flme has bEeen darecsd Top 40 sedre
bBacaisg wi've had seaethicg Gesful Ta
amv: Halp um ©o amw it loadar. Hand uas
cuttie: Hulp us Lo oeoid pmother broskidoesh.

Eldlinll,_

Featurss--anyihicg oiZor tE4n 1 |
miet arvive fp Tdwarpac! by 1]th Harch
Vehia dncludss revizes; and LF possible
luttsrui. Ihe resalning copr—aadnly
jitwi=ri gt arplve By Erh Hercha

from the ruraery to reduce the
class mime. This could lose the
HUT waluoble sipport and Doy
vaekan their abllity Lo oppose
the paxt round of cuts. Users
aften bring new demands snd
waye of Tighting to struggles.

Woisen's 'matural” load. Few
campaigne accept that the maln
pash of tha cuts is &t tha ex-
penas of Women being sent, Jab-—
ieas, to care for the eick,
young and 41d, for frea &t home.
O mome frav s
lead campaipns that aee milit=
ant apd peblic and alsc bring
fosues aboul childoars, cms=
unily comtrol or heslth, right
pat imto the apen. This can
only mirsagthen the crerall
campaign.

ACCpAl cnE WOTRET

Socialist ideas naed to jrow
within the ceapaign and the
Tory emphasis on private prac-
Licw and charity funding bring
such ideas sharply ioto [ocus.
The opportunity ales axists,
while fightipng to bulld the pen-
eral arpanisatiom of the class,
to combat the racist "anti-por-
ounger " snd othar ldeas g&in-
ing strangth at the mamant. And
to argue for sociallst ones.
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MATIOMAL AMD POLITICAL FIGHT

1f the main Ltask is ta davel-
ap strong united campaigne in
avaery pector aml araa, building
to u nationel anti=cuts movement
than where might the confranta=
tion be? I doubt r.h_lt it wikil
be mround & Clay Cross of the
15608, The political will of
the Tory govermment L8 mpes
likely fo ba tested pver indus-
trial action and nase protest--
whether ite againat cuts,; antis=
unien lagislation or perhaps
immigration restriction. Be,
for example, durlng the steel
pirikse we abould not only est-
polish solidacity with tha
ptrikera, but make it clear
thal it 15 the asne monetmcist
policies that cul public spand=
ing and wind down the eteesl fral-
ustry.

Unly a cless—wides respanae
can deleat the pavarmment and
yictory by the stes]l workere
can ba 4 victors for the wvhole
closs.-We nesd to =et aboust th
long hard taak aof bullding tho-'
aa links ond, ‘E'rmtuaJ.l:.'. reve-
reing povermment policy on cuta.
Fets 3hipstona
(HUFE shop steward]

Women and Cuts

Vhen Thatehar was slections=
eeribg, much was mads of the
femole wvoie. Ehe argeed for
the naed for fim povarmment,
and a 'common Sanse' approach
to economnlcs. Much of this is
based on ald syths of feminity:
Ehat 4 woman's place [s Bt hone,
loaking after the family. That=
cher never really apelt out
that to balampcs the booke meent
increaning the work load on wo-
men, but that is exactly what
in happaning now.

After 10 years of the women's
movemsnt, there i certainly a
different to tha rights of wo-
man. Much progresmive lagisla-
tion wae paaasd In the 708 Ta
further women's rights ond thie
increass] wosan's confidedca,
even though it often proved
diffisisle to get the law care=
iad cut. Une way Lha Tories are
hoping to cut public apemding
without cresting naseive soclal
unrest ie by withdrawing women
fran the labour morket ansd get-
ting. them to taks up without

pey the work crested by the cuts.

Az part of Lhis plan, the Tories
alea have to denolisk the ideala
of women'e liberation| other=
wigs, tha women's novement will
become a focus of atrupgle ag-
ainst the Tory govermsent.

There are fmir eain oroas un-—
dar aiags. The firet is wonan
at work, both in waped wark
oateides the hone and unwaged
labour itoside ils hone. Second,
thare I8 women's role in bring-
ing up the nezt geearation.
teaching then how to be buman
beinga. Thirdly, Lhete is woms=
s '@ Faporductive powers; saocd
fourthly, wooen's sexoalitby.

Am Tar as work is conperned,
the public secteor workforce 18
mostly fenmlps Tha public sec-
tor unfons' record in dslance
ol womer's [ebs, ususily un-
skilled pnd part-times; is poor.
Instend wonen are Sent hone,
parbaps to do the same work as
befare, btut for tha fanile.

The cuts in cducation mesn Fek-

r teachers and pars restrict=
ad appartunities. Egual ehac-
ation ix basic bo nan and won=
an worlking In the same joba,
but umlese girls are piven the
chapnca to take up subjscte ue-
um=ly eemn &@ baleaging to bova,
they will not ba able to da
jobe traditiconally asen o mola.

Futting women back in the Fas-
ily ie sncther plank of Tory
strotegy. CloFing oureeries
napns Mofs anid oreswonen and
children stuck at home.. Thild-
ren need Lo laarn To play and
ahare with others, and women
hesd tine ta themselves. In
addition to being farced hack
inte ieolAtion, Welal are also
carecling a heavier finsncial
biarden. Fanilly allowance hos
baan frogen, and the move ta
incresps mabaPiilty pranta To =
realistic leval bee been de-
faated in Porlilonent.

Contrel of our Feproductiva

poweta i o majer issus ot tha
monant o vet another actempt
&t mpti-sbortion legimlation
malces lta way through Farlia-
ment. If the Corrie Bill becom-
as law, abortion will baconas
harder to get. There ip grow-
ing criticiam af the forms of
contraception available to wo=
ner . Hore noney ie needed for
resaarch intc o safe, reliobla
contraceptive, but controcept-
ion is low on the list of pri-
crities for public expendituwre
and ga our BMolegical rele in
reproduction ir used agoinest
as. Tnstaad af contral of ree
preduction—eavary child o want-
ad child==being & mattsr af
mocial concern; @ed bacEnas

an individual geme of rouletis.

This leads onto the subtler
gffort at putting back the ¢le-
«h; #in attack of wWomGn's Sox-
pality. Increasingly, the virt-
uce of Femininity abe being
plevad up. Ads EncoUTAgE WORED
to look gloporous mnd imprect-
ical. The isplication is that
the successful woman im ans
whiz looka pglascrous, LE Soxy,
ang copea with a femily arwd
rising prices without relying
o the state. The political cl-
imate of anti-feninien is @&t
Ly the Terias. The primitive
philosophy was sxpresasd by
Fatrick Jankin, Secretary of
Egoinl Services, "IT the Gol
[ord had Entanded us oll hav-
ing equal righte to po cut ta
wirk ond to behave equallry yoa
know he really weuldn 'l have
cragted man and Wamag. 'linn_ar'.
hos been created af.....] mesan
theape ars Lhe bhiclogical facts
of 1ifa that woung children da
depend an Lhair bothera.!

Tha wava 1n which cute in
pablic spending afifect wenen
e vary conplicated. To carrr
the cute through, feminien has
to ba defoated both economicol=
l¥ and politicsl 1y . Eoconanical-
1%, beceups the Tight [or wWob-
en'e likermtiom has exposed
the hidden cost of bringlog
wp children, doing the house-
wark, caring for the old and
rick, fresing oar sexumlity
fron aur bicloglcal powsra of
reproduction. Pelitically, be-—
cause Teninism is righting far
Ehees mPeas Lo ba glvan egual
impertance with the productive
auctar in cur society,. The [ir
band and practical budgeting
that Thatchear prowissd bhas tar-
ned aut to be nales~dominsted
and to raly on the swaated lak-
our of waien- The cste in puab=
liz spending- go right te the
beart af ouf evervdsy livea.

Hombiar of Bl mingham HF

(T L E TR E T I
NEXT HONTH we contipus oue
cuta debata with arliiclies
held vver on a stratagy Tor
fighting tha cuts and m ga-
ida to the big words sconc=J
nists vee. Flassa ssnd us =

vaur contributions
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A SHOCK FOR OURE READERS .1
All thia has highlighted a long-running, deap-Ses-

tad problem comucn to British industry: We are inded
capital lsedl

¥e nood mors cash. We nesd batter sgulpssst..¥s
plan to improve the nevapapsr with sors investdpel=
ive reporting amd brosder coversgs, bl noees af this
im pomsible without your help. BEE FUMD (SOVE, p. 7

A mechanical breskdewn has set us back very badly
this monthe—as regular readers will have noted. Much
of the papar has been set on an ordinary typwriter
and wa have bean forced to cut back to § papea to
mest printers' desdiines. ¥We sxpect fo roturn to our
pormal fomat nexl sonth.

* Big Flame
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in Armagh,
even

solidarity

is denied

I Amagh jmil,;, Horthern Ireland,

wamany are held prisoners of war,
tmit Like Lhe men in Long Kesh (K-
Wlwcka] they are denied P.0OW.
slatus by the ritish Coverment.-
AL pressst 33 of them are locked
i thelr cells 21 hours a day.

Thay have been refusing all pri=
won work a8 part of thelr protest
far P.0.W, status. Host have baan
ahils to ses and respond cothasia-
sileally to plekets outeids, bec=
siss their cells on tha top floor
af tha jmil overlooked the (etes.
({me of thess plcksts, on Loterna—
fienal Wemen's Day last ysor, wvas
rulelly attacked by police——see
iF Feb '80}.

s Fali Tih asveral cells wers
waaroked swl the woosn abtecked
by shaud &0 mals screws [import-
wdll frel lassg Rash). The scress
@lalmad ihal Uhey hiad Foand Regub=

lican uniferms in some cella and
tha governor ueed thaae charges ag
a pretext for moving all- the wo-
men to a ground floor wing.

The intestion is to deny thass
wosen the growing sutside suppory
in malidarity with their atrugple.

ALl Rejublican Prisoners dufflar
axirema hardship and isalatiod==
it is very lmportant for them Lo
haar of solidarity actlons on th=
alr balkalf. We can all take up

thedir siruggle 365 deys of The
TRl

Un Inmpernational Women's Lay
thara are svents wWhare somen W11l
show their acligarity (details of
e ol pe 3} But it is for all
gocialists ta join in Lhe fight of
our Irish comrades; cspecially in
1580 when Trelond is on the agendag
wo muit build sopport for a just
gnd to tha War.

eeomore Armagh Mews on Pe Jesss



