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John Berger

The people of three continents are involved in a struggle which they will never abandon until they have achieved the r|
freeom: not the nominal freedom of independent States, but the freedom for which all others so far imagined have
been a preparation: the freedom from exploitation. When they have achieved this freedom--and at the longest it will]
{be within a century—they will produce art unimaginable by us today. Unimaginable by us today because th el
| freedom they win may change the condition of man. 3
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It will happen here

RAY CHALLINOR

IN  SOCIALIST REGISTER 1968 the

French Marxist, Andre Gorz began

an article by saying, ‘ The working class will neither unite politically.
nor man the barricades.” Only a month afterwards France was gripped
by a general strike and barricades in Paris stood in the same places as
in earlier revolutions. But Gorz was not alone: left-wing as well as
| bourgeois thinkers were taken entirely by surprise.

But then Gorz is in distinguished
company: Lenin did not anticipate
the Russian Revolution! Four
months before it occurred, he ad-
dressed some young workers, tell-
: ing them that it would not happen
in his lifetime but they were sure
" to see it in theirs.

This illustrates an important char-
acteristic of revolutions—their un-
predictability. Nobody can be sure
when they will break out. But,
equally, revolutions are inevitable.
The social tensions within capital-
ist society, the inability of the rul-
" ing class to solve the basic contra-
dictions, means that the working
class will, sooner or later, revolt.
This contention may be doubted
by some socialists, because they
fail to keep to Hegel's dictum, 'to
bold fast to the positive in the neg-
ative. They see the negative side
—exploitation, misery, submission
—inherent in present-day capital-
ism; they do not see the subter-
ranean changes, the slowly emerg-
ing new values, the growing need
for an entirely new way of life—the
positive side—that rumbles beneath
the surface and may burst forth at
any moment. The whole progress
of Mankind, as Bakunin pointed
out, has arisen from an essential
buman quality. that of rebellion. It
has been the desire to improve
upen things as they are that has
kindled the spark of discontent, a
preparedness to struggle relentlessly
against the status quo.

Inevitable
We live in a period of escalating
class struggle. Whether in the

Negro ghettoes, student campuses,
factories, or in the ‘Third ' World,
the general trend will be for the
fight 10 become more fierce and
violeat. We cannot tell when break-
. ing-point will be reached—when
the revolution will occur—but occur
it must.

It was this belief in the inevita-
bility of revolution that inspired
the Bolsheviks. Lenin liked quot-
ing Tolstoy, who once described a
man, squat in a door-way, making
weird gestures fike a madman. Oa
inmspection, it was discovered he
- was perfectly sane, doing a neces-
sary job, that of sharpening a knilc.
Likewise today, lelt-wing politics
may appear. 10 an outsider, as 7
form of tnsanity untl it is realised
that we, oo, are doing an essentidl

has been to have a revolution with
no revolutionary party. The lesson
should not be lost on us. In Britain
today, squabbling Marxist groups
do not have impact on immediate
issues, such as Powellism and in
comes policy, because activity is
not co-ordinated, If suddenly a situ-
ation like that in France were to
arise, they would not be able t0
cope. The need for unity is urgent.
Time is not on our side.

Alas for Wilson

In Britain, capitalism has not
undergone the period of rapid
growth of its French counterpart.
Real wages in France have gener-
ally risen whereas in this country
they have been subjected to a series
of squeezes and freezes. Having ex-
perienced an almost perpetual
economic crisis for the last 20 years.
the frustration welling up inside
the London worker is likely to be
even greater than that of the Paris
worker. The big question is not
whether the British revolution will
come but when.

Three factors make the situation
more favourable for socialist revo-
lution in Britain than in France:
First, the ailing state of the British
economy. This gives the ruling class
less room for manoeuvrability, It
will be less able to make conces-
sions, buying one section of the
workers off, playing one against the
other.

Second, the bankruptey of the par-
liamentary game. Tory, Labour,

| Tribune mps alike, all have been

soiling the bed-clothes of British
politics. All of them agree on basic
principles. They have each contri-

buted, in their own special ways, to
the present mess. Consequently, in
a crisis situation it will be extreme-
ly difficult for anybody to play the
Mendes-France, diverting a revos
lutionary protest movement into
harmless channels. Party politics in
Britain do not have.the same allure
as in France, where General De
Gaulle effectively stifted them for
the last ten years.

Third, the absence of a large Com
munist Party in Britain. Anybody
studying the recent antics of Wal-
dek-Rochet and Seguy must be
driven to- wonder whether the
French Communist Party is not in
fact being financed by the cial But
really it is idle speculation for even
if it did receive American money,
it would still act in precisely the
same way. More than any other
single factor, the French cp leadess
—the ‘ Stalinist shit-bags,’ 10 usc
Comrade Cohn Bendit’s expressive
phrase—were responsible for the
failure of the French Revolution.
Instead of trying to unite workers
and students, calling for the forma-
tion of soviets, attempting to spread
disaffection among the army and
police, the Communist quislings
turned their backs on the class
struggle to go clectioneering. The
election results have therefore come
as a rightly deserved kick in the
balls 1o them. Alas for Wilson &
Co., the British Communist Party
will fortunately be unable to play
such a decisive counter-revolution
ary role.

So the forces retarding revolution
in Britain, the traditional parties
and the cp, are likely to be less
influential than in France while, at
the same time, the tensions prevail-
ing within British society will lead
to the revolution being deeper and
more thorough-going.

It is important that we see the
coming British revolution as part
of our perspective. It widens our
mental horizon, adding a new di-

mension to our thought. It is ainto the * dustbin of history.

Social democrats — co

necessary step in the evolution ol
the proiest movement. Way back
in 1958, when C. Wright Mills
wrote his penetrating book, ‘ The
Causes of the Third World War,’
socialists were worried and afraid.
I'hey could see terrible things tak-
ing place, but they were poweplers
to influence the course of events.
There appeared 1o be no agency
for progressive change. Then ¢ame
Che Guevara, a saviour because he
demonstrated that the peasaptry
had not been assimilated inte thc
capitalist wosld order, that in re-
mote parts of the globe guerilla
action could defeat reaction. Then
Professor Marcuse took the process
a stage lurther and showed that the
entire Third World, not isolated
pockets of the peasantry, was »
revolutionary force. What we musi
now do is to show that the work.
ing class, especially in the advanced
European countries, can be deawn
into the fight for socialism. Marx,
Lenin, Trotsky and Luxemburg
said so, and they are being proved
right.

Universal

A universal revolution eﬂﬁdlc
ing the whole of suffering human.
ity, is taking place. Even the rulers
are beginning to realise the miigni-
tude of the threat. For instabce,
Robert MacNamara, ex-US seere-
tary ol defence, told a Montreal
mecting: 'In the last eight ¥
alone, there have been no le
164 internationally significa
breaks of violence—each of
specifically designed as a s
challenge to the autherity,
very existence, of the gov
in question.

In the next eight years,
breaks must be surpassed in
ber and ferocity. They m
tinue until all the MacN
all the capitalist politicians,
finally been flung from office

The doors are open:

ON STRIK: L

ENV is a North London factory, famous among employers and

industrial militants for ils

shop steward organisation and

the conditions won by it. On one celebrated occasion, the
management—either in despair or as an attempt to frighten
the workers—dumped responsibility for the running of the
factory in the hands of the workers. The stewards took up the
gauntlet—and ran the factory. During a nine-month period
when the management had promised redundancies. production

continued under workers’ control—without redundancies,

Britain is now well on the way to becoming a permanently depressed
area. No one wants to believe it, of course, but to deny it is to fly in
the face of the facts. The Labour Government has now had a four-
year run. The results have been devastating. The balance of payments
problem has not been solved, and devaluation will probably not solve
it. Average unemployment has been running at a high level and is now
rising rapidly. Prices are shooting up, as any housewife will point out
bitterly. A reduction in the standard of living of workers is being
enforced by an incomes policy which is undermining the independence

of the trades unions. Tens of thousands of mien are being made redun- |

dant, although the Government have no effective policy for retraining
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Budget, while wage increases
be held down 10 a maximum
and-a-half per cent.

o

As it turns out, the whi
cannot even be made to
the first place, as Wilson
point out, deflation is scif
ing. If demand and investn

'y
In
'l'l
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valued. But the pound was devaluted,
and consequently the economy stagna-
ted so that British industry has become
tion it the pound had not be over-
really backward. Like any economy
which is handicapped either by an
overvalued currency or backward in-
dustry, Britain is bound to run into
trouble in a free trade system. There is
an inevitable tendency, even among

€ wealthy industrial nations, for the gap

Intent to the IMF clearly shows, any
use of import controls, exchange con-
trols, etc. Yet these are the only
methods within the preﬁent system
which, would enable the group to solve
the balance of payments problem while
maintaining full employment and a
rapid rate of growth. Controls, and

effective central planning, provide the

only hope for resuming economic in-

INDFR OCCUPATION

in France, the movement has been one
of sit-in strikes, not taking over pro-
duction. I asked one of the key shop
stewards at ENV (his name has to be
concealed because ol possible employer
reprisals) whether the French workers
should have started production again
under their own control. This was a
strike movement, he said, which was
only the beginning of a movement
aiming at power. In the French situa.
tion ene had to ask ' production for
whom? ' Restarting the factories would
only become relevant when power
really was in the hands of the workers
And power meant the control of at
least whole localities, if not the State.
Of course the sit-in was a major ad
vance on the erdinary stay-out strike
And the movement was precipitated
as much by the example of the stu-
dents seizing the University as by the
memory of what French workers had
done in the 1930’s

One important lesson for us is the

pay, | wish people here would even
start talking about it, ‘let alone de-

the " France which turned back from

dependence.

audacity of the demands—for exaniple!
four weeks fminimum holiday with full.

manding it ‘And then think of the of reacting to new events, so.
immense -variety of petple participat.’

| ing—the’ gravediggers, or the crew of

The French lesson begins J

The most important lesson for socials
ists is that without clear leadership &

revolutionary situation cannot develop

further, What was lacking in Franes
was a revolutionary group with suffis
cient contact in the factories to poink
out that the 10 per cent pay risd
conceded would be swept away by
devaluation in the coming munthe
unless the workers went [urther
But the French Left organisations o
not even know the name of the pems
son who sits next to them, so how cas
they know what’s going on in ihe
working class?

As for the French CP it has a giest
future as a respeciable conservalive
party “ by appointment to General de
Gaulle.” The Soviet Union cannol play
a revolutionary role in Burope today,
and the European working class is not
in general attracted to the Chiness
position. At the moment there s B8
organisati on to pick up the pleces
I know some people say thal yet
anather revolutionary party qﬂi‘
inevitably become -bureaucratised;
cut off from the workers, incapable

b

it will sell out in some way. B

| Rasithamoion: Fhe demands and the |




legality, ke the execu-
er’s axe for Tsa.nsm It deman-
| remendous sacrifices, a com-
e personal dedication which
Id only be sustained because
v saw their goal clearly before
m. Yet, at the same time as they
| certainty, they also had doubts.
- while il was obvious that the
sian  people would rise up,
wing their furious detestation
Tsarism, there was no certainty
+ Tsarism would be overthrown.
olution is inevitable; the sue-
 of the revolution is not. It was
equation that gave Bolshevism
raison d’etre.
> capitalist state, centralised
- co-ordinating the means of re-
sion, can only be smashed by
rce that clearly knows the key
its to attack. A spontaneous up
ig by the masses is an essential
edient for success; by itself,
‘ever, it is a guarantee of defeat
er than victory, To  succeed
t is required is a strong and
ed revolutionary movement,
nts of the past month prove this
.]uswcly. The tragedy of France

W

The present &isarray-, however, is only
the beginning. The general economic
situation is likely to get much worse
For the Government are now againsi
the wall. They have not solved the
balance ol payments problem. I'he
country is sull running an enormous
deficit. Something must be done 1o
close the payments gap if we are to
avoid a major financial crisis in the
next few months. But what? [he
arsenal of orthodox policies has just
about been exhausted. There are now
only two choices. The Government

can resort to further retrenchment and
deflation in the hope of improving the
balance of payments. The only alterna-
tive is a complete reversal of policy:
import quotas, exchange controls and
a real system of central planning, The
odds, however, are strongly against a
swing to the Left. The most likely
response to a continuing deficit will
be more cuts and restrictions to reduce
total spending. The Government will
be urged on, perhaps pressured, by
their foreign creditors, The copse-
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quences will in the long run be highe:
unemployment, stagnant output, fall-
ing investment, a squeeze on public
expenditure and the flight of capital
abroad. We may even see a further
devaluation of the pound and a con-
linuing rise in prices, In short the
likely prospect is for economic dis-
location and permanent stagnation,
Britain is becoming the Argentina of
Western Europe.

What, then, has happened to the
Labour Party’s design for a New Bri-
tain? It should be said, first of all, that
the New Britain had very little 10 do
with socialism. It was merely a glossy
version of capitalist society, with a
high rate of economic growth and
some extension of the welfare state.
I'he Prime Minister had been saying
practically every day that prosperity
was just around the corner, The pur-
pose of devaluation, Mr Wilson ex-
plained on television on 23 November,
was to ensure full employment and
economic expansion! Shortly after the
announcement of devaluation the
Prime Minister said that at the new
rate of exchange it would be possible
for the economy to grow by six per
cent a year, but instead the Govern-
ment has adopted an economic stategy
which is more deflationary than any
in the post war years. That strategy,
which the central bankers helped to
map out, has two basic aims. The first
is to reduce demand in order to 'free
resources’ for improving the balance
o° payments, The second is to place
the burden of adjusting 1o devaluation
on the shoulders of the working-class.
The Government’s strategy for re-
covery after devaluation consists of
three parts of those measures an-
nounced at the time of devaluation,
the cuts in public spending introduced
in Janvary, and the Budget itself.
Some of these measures were prob-
ably delayed in order to reduce the
chances of a public outcry. The strik-
ing thing about them is that collec-
tively they were extremely deflation-
ary. Taken together, they will prob-
ably reduce expenditure in the econ-
omy by about £1,800m—in accordance
recommendation of the
OECD that the Government should
aim for 'overkill ' of 150 per cent, that
is, it should aim to ‘release’ 50 per
cent more resources than are needed to
improve the balance of payments. This
is reaction with a wvengeance. It is
hardly surprising that unemployment
is' mearly 600,000 already, the highest
June figures since 1940, And, accord-
ing to the Chancellor, the Budget
measures are only beginning to bite
The Government’s strategy is also
exceedingly cruel and unjust. The bur-
den of the new taxes in the Budget.
which totalled £923m fell almost ex-
clusively on the average wage earner.
Almost all the new taxes are indirect;
and such taxes have a much heavier
impact on the lower-income groups.
The wealthy and the middle-class have
hardly been touched. The Government
has made it quite clear that the two
per cent fall in total consnmpkmn is
to be enforced by a pincer movement.
Pr:ecs may rise by seven or eight per
cent, partly as a consequence of de-

; wﬁlmuon and partly as a resuls of the

-compel deficit countries to deflate
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held back, costs rise. The expan- |feating. Belthh began with a defici and
e | Ellowed e rules peescribed
sion of exports is inhibited. The | SrUREE T mu’;:"f"_ T n:: ;'l;“
evidence of failure is already at|a deficit at full employment
hand. Manufacturing investment is M ever had The rules of the
falling. Imports, which can now game thus tend 10 remnforce the naral

compete even more effectively with

home goods, have shot up. If some- |

thing does not happen quickly, the
country could end up with a trade
deficit of £800m. for the year.
Capital is leaving the country at a|
rapid rate. We are back at square
one! J

et 14
Is there any way to avert permanent |
economic stagnation and the drift to-
wards reaction which it is likely to en- |
tail? The Labour movement is be- |
wildered and demoralised because it |1
is trying to find its way without a map.

why four vears of labour governme
have proved disastrous, When every-
one understands what the problems
are, we may be able to begin solvmg
them.

Very few people seem 10 undmt:E. over

One of Britain’s basic problems h
that it is very closely linked to other
capitalist countries. The British econ-
omy is part of an international capi-
talist system based on the principles
of free trade and free enterprise. The
flow of goods, capital and labour s
relatively unrestricted. he essence of
this system is 'free competition.” That
is where the problem begins. For the
system forces weak countries to com:
pete against industrial giants. Rela-
tively backward industries are exposed
to the full force of competition from
technologically progressive industries
in other countries. The weaker count
tries inevitably lose in that competi- |
tion. In the mid-fifties, when thé
British economy was not yet quite so |
backward, it could probably have stood | t
up against its international competi:
between the rich and the poor to grow,
Britain has also had to contend with'|
the rules of the present system of iné
ternational payments. These mles.
which are actually the conventions by
which the central bankers operate.

dendency of a free irade system fo
| widen the between the rich and

& country like Britain,
the possibility of even a
capitalin  policy of full

and growth,

;

has been that cen-
others have deliber.
ruler 10 drive a wedge
b the Laboui Government and
movement which brought it 10
. The wsierliog crisis of 1964
Blhll 10 borrow an enormous
in order 10 avoid a devaluation
{ the pound Thc country’s indebted-
gave it creditors, mostly central
bankers and the IMF, some contro)
er its economic policy Those credi
tors posed conditions with their loans
It was some months. however, before
this power was really used. I'he fam
ous ‘incomes policy with teeth’ ot
1965 was the resull of foreign pres-
|sure, as even Aubrey |ones has ack-

But that was a minor
affair. It was not until 1966 that the
tull ‘weight of foreign influence was
felt, In July of that year the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet finally deci
ded to abandon the policy of full em
ployment to which the Labour Party
had always been committed. Bur the
redeployment exercise of 1966 did not
work. The balance of payments. prob-
lem was not solved. Government
policy led fairly quickly and predict-
ably to devaluation, further debt and
the loss of economic sovereignty.
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In the last two years the -central
bankers have used the hold to force
 the Govemmem 10 nbandon any sem
blance of a ‘ progressive’ policy. This
is one reason why the Government are
now pursuing the most rcacmmary set
‘of policies anyone has seen in thirty
years, At the same time the central
bankers have got the Government to
agree that they will not use the only
exit which could get us out of a deep
ening crisis. The Government have
foresworn, as the famous Letter of

Deflation, as we have seen, is self-de-

situation clearly. It probably doesn’t
matter. For most of them are not
really committed to socialism in any
meaningful sense at all. They are in-
terested in power. And il getting it
means working the controls of a rotten
society, they are willing enough to
perform the necessary ermands, 5o the
central bankers have not had a hard
task. Most members of the Govern.
ment have probably co-operated with
them quite willingly. They may have
been surprised at the outcome ol
adopting the policies urged on them.
but, for most of them, it is 1o late
to think about that. They know now
that Britain has become a client state
in an international capitalist system.
But they are neither willing or able
to do much about it.

He might .

All this is a necessary background to
the present political rurmoil. No one
is surprised that there is so much
disaffection in the Labour Party, Ner
in it surprising that some Conservatives
should be trving desperately to precipi-
tate a general election. (But has no
one told them that they would have a
much harder time managing capitalism
than the Labour Party?) What is sur-
prising, at first, is ' that com-
rades Gunter, Robens, Albu and
others, should be going for the Prime
Minister’s jugular. They scem in a
terrible hurry to get Roy [Jenkins in
the number one seat. That is rather
paradoxical, since they are the tough.
est exponents of the policies which
have created the crisis. But it is only

a paradox, For the first time it is in
Wilson's own interest to move to the
Left, He might, by breaking dramati-
cally with past policies, rescue himself
and others and assume the leadership
of the Labour movement. It would
mean a real battle with the press, the
City, etc., but he could certainly
mobilise the unions and s good many
others behind him. This is probably
the move which the Right wing of the
Party are trying to make impossible

Only alternatives

Whatever happens, one thing is cer-
tain: we are moving into a4 new stage
of political struggle. The only alterna-
tives for this country now are radical
ones. Britain will either move to the

Right as the Conservatives confront:

the reaction to an increasingly des-
perate economic situation. Or it will
move to the Left sharply—by some
miracle, It will have to be a miracle.
For the Left at the moment lacks
energy, brains, imagination, determin-
ation and organisation. Only a new
alliance can overcome those weak-

nesses. SEAN GERVASL

imanrﬁnt resull was an authe.ﬁ:ic blow
against De Gaulle which found echoes
on every side.

Ironically, the tact the the French
unions represent so few workers ac-
celerated the movement Because a
traditional loyalty te their own union
wus lacking, when the moment for
action came the workers acted on a
fuctory basis without going to the
union first lor guidance At ENV. more
often than wot, we acted directly
through our own [actory stewards
committee, and not through the AEL
who were no help at all. T'he way the
movement sccelerated makes it seem
that much more sudden. There had
been some demonstrations over the
Algerian war, but otherwise not much
militant action over the past decade
Unlike France, in Britain today the
climate is still one in which much ol
the working class sees salvation through
the Labour Party and trade unions
There are cases—as for example the
busmen—where workers have found
the unions hostile to their demands.
but these are still tew and far berween
If in the coming period the union
leadership commits itsell more com-
pletely to the Government and its in-
comes policy, then there may be a
period when British workers also sink
back into their shells, But even so
they will be thinking and (earning
‘ There is a kind of dialectical pro-
cess in the union and the factory
in the development of conscious-

ness. Political experiences are not

‘'immeéediately reflected on the sur

face, in what people say about why
they are doing things.' For ex-

ample, in recent British elections, |

the abstentions were unconsciously
conscious, if you see what [ mean.
People did not say they thought
the Labour Party no longer repre-
sented their interests. They said
they could not be bothered to
vote;

They were acting individually,
but they were also acting as a
class. In fact with all the forces
like the press and other mass
media that there are against them
it is amazing that the British work-
ing class is as solid as it is, Bad
as the Worker and the Herald were
they at least put things in class
terms, and seeing such things in
print meant something. We have
been without this for twenty years.

‘The French events will probably not
affect the British scene immediately
The French did not call specifically
for solidarity action by British work-
ers—say on cross-channel ships. But,
if I was still at ENV we would prob-
ably have held a meeting. There would
have been a few cheers. We might
have announced a march to the French
embassy, but only a few of the most
militant would have gone. But in
places like the motor industry they
gre probably talking, thinking that in
the pext strike they will have a sit-in

demands.

10 be contact between factories in
the area. If workers have learnt
over the years that a certain fac-
tory gives them a good lead in par=
ticular struggles, such as in oppo=
sition to redundancies, then at the
ritical moment they will follow its
lead 1o devclop district workers’
ouncils.

Without organisation it is possible
tor workers 10 seize power in localities
but it would have happened within a
matter of days it it was really spon=
tancous. In general, factory organisae
tions do not just link up overnight
Without a clear organisational |ear,
evervone would get their own dea of
what was important—they would take
over the pubs for a start! It is a dream
world to think of things being run at
once by people with no experience or
central co-ordination. A modern cco=
nomy does have mysteries which must
be understood. It is only in nime that
every cook will be running the State,
though they certainly will in time.

But though the movement will depend
on intellectuals for this. the workers
will still prefer to follow someone who
deals in 2d. an hour rather than in per=
centages, There has 1o be some sort of
organisational structure to link them
all together. But so long as the organ=
isation really is part ot the working
class, that is working on the shop floor
—more like a federation of stewards’
committees than a union—there is little
danger of it becoming so cut off from
the rank and file that it will set out.
It contact with the rank and file is
the first priority then burcaucramahm
can be minimised. i

In practice the lead comes trom those
tactories already best orgamsed and
with the most militant tradition.
ENV was admired by other factories
in the area for its level of organisation
and militancy, but sometimes this ad-
miration was tinged with 2 degree of
envy among less successful militants.
As a result, when the final battle was

joined by the management at ENV,

some local militants said that it

! served the ENV stewards right.

But ENV's case is peculiar in that the
political differences between the stew=
ards there are those in most of the
other militant factories in the area,
which were cP organised, tended to

-foster this feeling of envy, When there

really exists a revolutionary mood, as
there was in Franch, petty backbitings
tend to disappear in most cases, All the
same, the existence of this mood will
not solve everything like some magic
amulet unless there is some organisa«
tion to crystallize and clarify the
Is. And this must be increase
ingly and international organisation.

Because of the need for the British
economy to tie itself to Europe,
and the growth of the international
monopoly companies, there is a
corresponding need for workers to
have links across national bound-
aries se¢ that reciprocal action can
be taken at any time, When we

have that, we are well on the way

110 socialism.




Last year Mrs Winifred Ewing be-
‘came the first Scottish National Party

In the miunicipal elections in May the
sne caprured 100 out of the 500-odd
sears contested. In Glasgow 13 sne
members pow hold the balance of
power, breaking a monopoly by the
Labour Party which lasted, with one
short break, for more than 30 years.
In the recent election for the new town
council at Cumbernanld the snp took
18 ow of 21 seats. The figures shown

below for votes cast in municipal elec-

tions in Glasgow over the last Ave
A years demonstrate the phenomenal
rise ol the party—they are duplicated

Blectorally the snp is a threat pri-
matily to the Labour Party, A General
Election held now would finish Labour
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wards, and particularly since the 1966
clection. After 13 years of Tory rul
the Scottish working class
a ncw deal under Labour, Instead
they got the wages policy, rising rents,

services, 1

in Scotland. This is all the more seri-
ous because the Scottish working class
have traditionally been the party’s
most loyal supporters.

mp for Berwick and East Lothian has
been prominent in this attempt, :
Others suggest that the sNr has taken
on the character of a crusading cam-
paign against the government with
which many Scots havé readily identi-
fied. It is suggested that the National-
ists have fallen heir to the need for
identification with an ideal. There is
some truth in this] The party appeals
particularly to young people; a poll
amongst my students indicated 57 per
one sense the
Nationalists can be labelled as one of
the most successful manifestations of
the tradition of ' protest
All of these explanations nave a partial
validity. They all help to explain how
conditions became ripe for the emer-
gence of the snp but nonc ol them
has expanded with
such force at this precise point in
time, To find this out we have to do
what none of the Labour Party lead-
ers are willing 1o and go back to the
record of their own government. The
rise ot the sne has taken place pre-
cisely in the period from 1964 on-

in Scotland must maintain
‘e atter the by-election at Hamilton.

mitting attack on government

sles which cut the living standards
‘the Scortish working class and con-
support for principled alterna
the struggle for these to be car
gontinuously with the Labour | ant even to acknowledge a continuity

Some right-wingers in the Party have
even taken up and supported 2 fatuous
piece of witch hunting by the ultra-
‘reactionary Glasgow Herald which
sought to prove the existence of sinis-
ter links between certain Nationalists
and the tiny Maoist ‘Workers Party
of Scotland because both were in-
volved in the John MacLean Society.

1964 1965
Labour 128.213(50%) 102,567

Thus we are confronted wi
nomenon which has both positive an
negative features. The rise of a move
ment of protest against aspects
government policy which is involvi
numbers of working class youth
politics is a positive aspect. The na
of the movement they are brought i
is often entirely negative, It is nar.
rowly based, chauvinistic, petty bour-'1iSs
geois in composition; in many caseswe
profoundly reactionary with a markedis
tendency towards anti-Trade Uni
ism. The attempts of some snrers
draft "Mad Mitch
the Argylls, buicher of the Aden
people and hero of the Scottish Dail
Express into a parliamentary candi
dacy illustrates the depths to wh
their opportunism takes them.

pottlsh Nationalists, seeking to in-

Progressive
| Conservative’ 106,323 112,056
| SNP 4,127 (2%) 9,719
i Others 15,617 . 14,60

a body set up to perpetuate the mem-
ory and works of that great Scottish
revolutionary.

Others in the Labou
gested adopting some form of decen-
tralisation in order to try and cash in
on the snp’s success. John Mackintosh,

ectively prosecuted the

mns of a strong socialist movement.

Continually placing responsibility

all oyer Scotland. . ¢ Party have sug

t the door of the Labour lead

7O BE IN AT THE BIRTH of a new relig-
fon can be exciting, and even allowin
for the as yet uncertain influence
your newspaper Ken Coates’ apotheo-
sis of Che Guevara is surely an
attempt to establish here the Christ
figure of the cult. The appealing naiv-
ete and unquestioning commitment ol
the writer suggests that he clearly
understands why death is a prerequi-
site: ‘men of Che's vision are beyond
corruption Indeed!

And belief in Che is 10 sustain the
faith of the new generation of socialist
revolutionaries against the massive
historical evidence of betrayal So that.
presumably, they will the more readily
cast aside the checks and balances
a%ainst abuse ol power that generations
of tough-minded liberals have labori-
ously raised? If Mr Coates’ article is
anything it is an appeal for faith, for

this phenomenon | blind trust. Of course, the revolution
must have leaders. and it may even.
approach, It should be char- unprecedently, be blessed with incor-

ruptible leaders; but how can we know.
how can we be sure?

not awed by history or discouraged by
the failure of preceding generations
Young idealists are sometimes reluct

between their struggles and the strug-

m:uctnrian approach towards | gles of their parents’ generation. They
are exultantly conscious of a strength
the youth especially in united their elders lar:l-:;h they are bl;nsulﬁcd
A v § by compromise; they are—above all—
-mw:‘;;?mﬁoign[‘rigp;{;iﬁ ?: independent, freed from parental con-
d 1o link the issues raised by the
tw the struggle of the Britsh
tking class and to the struggle

trol, not yet bound by ties to families
of their own.

the corruption of socialism in this
country. arises from the distorting in-

the dockers strike

time, how much a year is that? It’s less
than a year’s pay. (Mr D.)

Jack Dash talked about £5,000 and
everybody laughed, but £5,000 doesn’t
seem too much after 40 years work’

WHEN THE DOCKERS MARCHED down to the House of Commons n

support of Enoch Powell they marked the nadir of the history of the
British Labour movement. While the political limelight has irresistibly

it, safely insulated by the ecology
the area. What Cable Street has, hoy
ever, done is to reinforce their stere:
type of the ‘lazy coloured man
assistance,” ‘the coloured man livi
off prostitutes.” Yel the stercotype
not systematically applied. A distii
tion was made between long-te
coloured residents and the newcome!
speaking of coloured neighbours,
E, said 'oh they are alright, they
black English, like English Jews,
immigrants.’ Several dockers po
out there were coloured members
the local social club, but th
coloured tenants in the council
| —were a small minority and t

s Powellite marches was that when
e students outside the House of
mons called the dockers ‘fascist’

g about this one docker main-
that although he was anti-
pured immigration, he was noet in
sur ol the colour bar and angrily
ed that he had stood up with
dockers alongside the Jews in
Street. While it would be wrong | really is inevitable.
" pretend romantically that all the | BRIAN T OVERALL
wpported the Jews—it does| To a new level

QN the voiy seel sediaum B THE CPRESENT and past failures to
and incompatible sterotypes change Western society, in a_socialist
direction, fo bring into participation
fully worker’s and trade unionisis 15|

moved across the Channel to France the embarrassing question
cemains—why did the dockers mar :

A classical explanation of working
| class  authorisation, combined with
situational factors, such as the tradi-
| tional solidarity of the dockers and
theit propensity to take a nice day off,
does not adequately explain the local-
ised chasacter of the protest. Why Lon-
A don docks and mot Liverpool? Why

I'm 57. what chance have I got of
getting another job, I've got another
ten years, ‘that a lot of money at £25
a week. It would pay them fo give us
£5,000. (Mr C)

Bur ‘they can’t get rid of us,’ again
limited the dimensions of anxiety, and
the new awarepess of concealed over-
manning of the docks, in the past,
suggested that in practice the volun

e LR TN A

tured interviews which ran for an
hour to an hour and a half, they

general ones, The dockers accepted
change in the docks as necessary, even
as desirable and what fears they had
were handled rationally.

“It's got tc come, common sense ain’t
it’ (Me W) ‘It's all so much easier

simultancously exist. A map
say ‘they look like Ffamily

SRR A |

family is a mere extension of the self
For the altruistic few, it is an ineluc-

A man will accept privations for him-

and children.

But your newspaper is addressed to
the new generation. Young people are

And that is why. despite the assertions
galnst Imperialism on a world scale of your leading article, their conflict

1 is essentially a generation conflict. M1
0 show that these can only be Coates simplifies when he implies that

fAuence of the market. The rot begins
the rise of the sNp where it actually | when the generalised idealism of the
independent young becomes tocused
and particularised by marriage and
Tony soutHaLy | parenthood. For the great majority, a

table claim on time, effort and thought,

self that he would not visii on a wife

So the established hierarchies of the
prosperous nations do not tremble at
the mention of Guevara. 'The short-
sighted ' respectable men’ may be
Cracist? the dockers hit them |outraged: the long-sighted are not
: j They know that they are faced only by
an evaporating army whose sporadic
violence and attacks on liberal nstitu-
tions ultimately strengthen authori-
tarianism. The new moral man' is
needed to create the revolution without
which he cannot be born. Gradualism

tion If all those people working 2

onger hours and could actually pro-
duce twice as much as they are doing
at present—what would be the result
Their employers would make more
money for a time but then the goods
would -pile up in the shops and ware-
houses and factories would have to be
closed down as they could not sell the
stuff It would only mean that thou-
sands more wou!J be unemploved
Before Christmas they were talking
of closing more pits in this district and
there were many protests from the
miners. Mr Marsh then Minister of
Fuel and Power said on 1I'V that there
were 29 million tons of coal then on
hand in the country which could not
be sold. I expect there will be much
maore  now, :

‘There is also the rubbish we are told
about the balance of payments. If some
country ot a group of countries were
to agree to send all our imports free of
charge we would be much worse off
than we are. In fact, under Capitalism
it. would pay our Government to put
all the present unemployed 10 work
producing something and dump the
goods they make in the North Sea
BEverybody was much better off when
the war was on and they were making
munitions and blowing them up. Can
you imagine what would happen if
someone invented a pill to take the
lace of food, Would everybody be
tter off or worse? Work it out.
NORMAN  WILSON

Equalness

1 THINK THE STUDENT R1IOTS of all kinds
are a good thing, after all, the stu-
dents, the young people will be run-
ning this country so they should be
listened to and not smashed on the
head for what they believe in. So let’s
have free love, a hippy Government,
nv war, no bombs, freedom of speech,
and above all things, equal rights foz
Man and Man, Woman and Woman
and then we cal all live in a good world
of equalness. Mr A has a Rolls Royce,

man who works two hours a day at
about £50 an hour.

Mr B has a small car he bought
second-hand and works eight hours
a day as a foreman in a sweet factory
saving to keep his children ar school.
Mt € has been out of work for three
months since they closed the coal
mine, his wife works 12 hours a day
to try fo carn some money to fecd the

on tick.

a tramp, he walks the streets all day
begging and sleeps on park benches.

people, after all we're all human and

same?
tony uaArTE, London

n
l:roducu'on agreed to work harder gnd!

5 £10,000 a year income a- a Chair-*

children, who now have school dinners

Then lastly, Mt D, who is said io be

Why should there be four types of

why can’t Mr A and Mr B be the
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the area of their environment
noise, pollution. what-not. He
any -mention - of emotionally
ideological terms seems 10
mistake (Freedom did not pn
article for me on thiv subjeet
few weeks later 1 noticed
number ol French and Talian &
rades had quietly dropped the
anarchist), This will sound apol
but it all depends what vou
by politics. 1 see politics :
structures that affect ME. The ¥
place where | can have any
is where 1 live and where 1§
This is where politics 15, or should
and where 1 can hope to gel b
and also where it is most difiy
most personalised What happes
Vietnam 18 oulrageous but it
product of structures which
only get my fteeth into here
rely on other teeth in other HiM
This - is the real situation
emotionally loaded ferms whf
dividuals have built persanal
ologies around serve only 8
barrier to communication, 1 feel™8
a number of anarchists, there I8
preoccupation with spread
acceptance of a label than
reality It they can gel 80
say that thev are anarchist, the
are happy. 'This seems
different  from. actually  schie
something: like a syndicalist argans
tion in a factory. withoul a labels
even a commune with inlernal 18
tarian structures. The failure ol
electorate to vote is partly a diste
of all polities it
The revolution carries within
womb the seeds of the old regl
Or some such expression. j
DESMOND  JHH
Burnt Oak, R
East Bergholt,
Sultolk.

[Editor s notes: Red Paper 1
is available from the above &

am very pleased lo see the
Dwart give allention to the B
of iliness and injury which €
imposes on its working pop
It symbolises nol only
humanity anherent in freating
as  commaodities, so  that
employer it is irrelevant if
suffer so long as the profit comes
but alse the sheer stupidity of
system. Fach lost time acei
coste £300, vel they are admitl
the Factory Inspectorate to be |
preventible by sensible runni
lactory. 1
The figures you give are ©
of the story, otal acei
against deaths have risen
1963 to over 300,000, and
factories alone covering
million workers.  One man |
over 60 has chronic  brom
30,000 » year die from i, and
is largely a workine class din
which dust at work plays a
able part.



interview some dozen or so dockers
deawn from one area—Wapping. It

class, wage freeze, cuts in the social
services and a generalised disillusion-
ment with the Labour Government;
and the dockers as a whole—~post
Devlin decasualisation, modernisation
moving the industry from labour—to
capital—intensive, and a powerful
closed shop tradition. Together with
the special localised factors of being
the first docks for actual closure
(Wapping is earmarked to shut down
in September), the proximity of Cable
Street, and the future development of
‘Riverside © which will profoundly
affect the physical and social character
of Wapping.

How important were these localised
| fears?. In the focussed but unstruc-

| that they were critical of the London

symbolises the problems of the working

mu.a

docks employers for being 'slow to
catch on—other than Olsen’s.

The guestion of job security was more
difficult, the anxiety was contained but
not eliminated by the dockers’ know-
ledge that their jobs were guaranteed
by the post-Devlin agreements.

We koow we have got job security,
its been guaranteed by Ray Gunter in
the House . . . but it may mean we

| haven’t got any work amd you canm’t

live off £17 a week fall back money—
the rent’s £4 13s. a week, and that
only the start.” (Mr F.)

But redundancy was seen masked in
the current discussions of voluntary
severence, they spoke of the (then
unannounced) figure of £1,500 and
dismissed it with, ‘that’s peanuts’

‘P'm earning £35 a week with over-

]

-huihm hunw!dwautﬂh
more a week on fares, but these were
seen as deficits on what was otherwise
unanimously scen as an improved situ-
ation,

The prospective tedevelopment of the
area, (which might be considered as
discipline to the community) held
promise rather than threat, even though
they expressed caution about the speed
at which the local administration might
be capable of achieving this. "It'll be
a green belt stretching from Tower
Bridge to Poplar—wide open spaces
green frontage all along, o garden city
—pleasure gardens, tes gardens.
It will destroy the old community,
part is going already because it was
a community of griel and of poverty—
it's only making it a bit guicker'
On Cable Street, they simply said

It had been there for years, why
should it worry us.” They coexisi with

madness,

their

OPEN DAY AT PORTON

These bottles are being filled

o ';:Ghildren pushing stale food into

eyes

To try to stop the ahamioal

with

A kind of liguid madness concentrate

Which can be drooled across the land

Leaving bchind a shudderlng human
highway..i

A welder trying to eat his arm,

fﬁa' spectaculars
i ' : Cinemascoping inside thelr hardening
ians By skulls, .
i ey A health visitor throwing herself
e ot downstairs,

head.

madness.

= ‘I‘ii‘l" e

Kent

s

ut if we didn’

With his 1naanity aerosol
Well, thera 8 only on éanswer to madness?

There is nc damage %o propecrty.

= mm
LA I

ADRIAN MI$GHELL

Climbing the stairs, throwing herself
down again
Shoutingi Take the nails out of my

Now, nobody likes manufacturing madness,
But if we didn’t makc
‘e wouldn’t know how to deal with
: - bottled madness,

madness in bottles

We don’t know how to deal with bottled

We all really hate manufacturing madness
make madness in bottles
e wouldn’t know how to bé sane;

Responsible madness experts assure us
Britain would never be the first
To uncork such a global brainquake:

But suppose some foreign nut sprayed

£25 » week is privileged, it mlkeh me

'| dockers . than Devlin, but, Iharc was
unions, The |

; .union relationship (0 marriage.
7~ A days voure not talking but the next

dockers hadn’t turned to the Com-

they was to offer me 2 place with free

tag. (Mr K)

{lised an anti-immigrant feeling into

immigrants were seen, dlaplu their
very slight numbers in Wapping, as
a threat, ' We haven’t even got enough
work and housing for our own people.”
Particularly where housing was con-
cerned immigrants and to some extent
homeless and 'problem families
were seen as living in places a cat
wouldn't live in,’ which then lorced
the local authorities to rehouse them
Although not unsympathetic to the
needs of working people, ‘they have
to follow the work, they were hostile
that their rehousing was 1o be earried
out on the backs of the working class.
I've been on the waiting list lor 13
years. (Mr A)
Implicitly and sometimes explicitly
they rejected the view that the labour
party is exclusive the partty of the
underdog Conscious ot both the per-
sonal and collective strength’ ©l the
dockers "we can stop the whole coun-
try—the employers can only push us
around so far, they were antagonisic
for example towards the new look
social Security: Mr S spoke angrily
of * Judith Hart thai Minister ol Social
Security, said on television the other
night that anyone making mote than

mad She makes about £125 a week,
I suppose she's five times priy_ilezed
Incomes policy mattered less 1o the

little support for the
union official compared the docker/
' some-

day vou've got (o because you've got
shared problems' In parenthesis it
should be added that Wapping dockers
are predominantly of Irish Catholic
origin which explained the force of the
aoarriage analogy, and also explained
why in theit trustration Wapping

‘munists despite Fower Hamlets having
three ¢ councillors. As Mr C. said
' no; not communist, no, not even if

rent. He might be a good man but no.
But the Labow Party and the unjon
were sceptically viewed; ' They seem
to have coupled up and left the worker
out of it.” (Mr K.) .

It took the war to really g'al'us out
of poverty, and it looks like it ‘will take
a Labour government to put us back
in! (Mt A)

And we always thought that becanse
we worked in a labour fume, like
laboriously, other than as a white
collar worker. yor had to wvote for
them . . . I don't vote now. As long
a8 they are in, that’s all they are con-
cerned about . . . It may be true for
the usnion delegates t00 i GC)
‘They don't bother . when did we
last see our MP? I never set eyes on
him except on television (Mr C)
‘Weve got a Labour MP, Peter|
Shore, I've never seen him—not once.
You could put an idiot up in wappmg
and he would get in with tlmlc Labmn'

But these factors are common  or
potentially common to the. whale
working class. What is aneede s some
factor over and above these which
explains why only the Bast End
dockers and Bast Bnd porters crvstal-

a hostile and blatant display of racism,

{But one of the curious thmga abous

|n¢h|duumuﬁn mhumun

Lﬁmuamummmnnn
Mr F was asked:

How many blacks do you think there
are in Britain,

Pause:

About eight million ’

long pause
and how many do you think there
are?’

Something under a million.'
Very long pause:

That's what THEY SAY.
Yer the counter attack on racialism
emphasising that there are only

800,000 is in itself an implicity tem-
perate racism, accepting as it does that
there would be a real problem if there
were more,

The distinguished feature seems to
be the facr that Wapping exemplifies,
even caricaturces, the ideal of the old

style working-class ‘community, in
tensely  loyal, inter-knit familiarly.
stable socially, intensely militant on

<pecific local economic issues, but es-
sentially ‘corporate in character: self-
contained, not sceking 10 impose its
norms on the rest of society, asking
1o be  left alone to continue its *way
ol life undisturbed by social change.
but accepting some change provided
115 essential interests are catered for
in the process.

What is happening now is that the
clements which ' within this 'sense of
community ate the very antithesis of
cocialism—have been brought to a
head by the events of the last 10 vears
For what Labour governments and
intellectuals alike have never faced is
the contradiction between the intense
parochial  solidarity of the labous
movement ‘and anyihing tesembling a
nanscendence of these ties m a social

List movement. But the nub of the case

apainst the Labow Government s thai

-in their policies (1965 White Paper,

1968 Immigration Act) and in theit
delegated lezislation (Customs Ireat

ment of immigrants) they have adop

ted and thereby tostered implicit
racialist doctrines; and n their srategy
(vilifying strikers, eroding unions.
wage freeze, calls on  Dunkirk spirit,
the rhetoric of inertia and passivity on
every front save ' productivity "—which
is- more purely a question of appalling
management than anything else) they
have reinforced and relied on the inert
and sheep like support of the faithful
Labour masses,

‘The defence of rradinonal working
class eulture reflects an essenually con
s_em_tivc nostalgia 1o quote the dockers

" a community ol grief and ol puverty.

The belief that class consciousness
continues to be derived trom this cul-
ture meshed in kin and nelghbourhood
is the antithesis of the ideology of
socialism it purports to generate. The

strengths of the culture have become
disfunctional for the people they were

designed o protect. The ‘corporatism’

| has been threatened and has lashed

out at a classic scapegoat—the pobrem
and most vulnerable section of society.

_IWes abound: the dockers who were

the scapegoats of 1967, for ‘wrecking’
the economy, etc, become the scape
goaters, ]
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The new’' post-war capitalism, the
changing from a free market economy
to one of long-term consumer plan-
ning, siate intervention and control.
technological advance, has taken over

many of the collectivist forms, which'

were advocated in the past. But with-
out any of the Human contents and
social priorities of socialism.

This has caused confusion, eg remarks
like ‘stumbling into socialism® and
leads to a slackening of rank and file
trade union pressures to produce a
living . realisation of the necessity of
social change

T'herefore the pressing need is for a
radical paper: to cause real discuss-
ion on socialist philosophy and eco-
nomic theory and ' The public owner-
ship of the means of production and
distribution of the Labour Party’s
Clause V. To organise together the
many radical group into political—
social response and analysis of produc-
tive resources: To estmate what
results in terms of guantities of goods
and services, these resources would
produce on the basis of planned pro-
duction for human needs and use
Demonstrating how a planned economy
would work and plan.

THE BLACK DWARF should and has to
raise the activity, militantcy and polit-
cal consciousness to an entirely new
level, until this is accomplished no
permanent success can be achieved.
Fot problems will become soluble
when sufficient (people) numbers en-
gage on serious persistent strugele
against every aspect of the capitalist
methods of production. i
While Labour movements @ possess
enormous literature and traditions of
socialism, its weakness has always been
economic analysis—to fit the needs of
the times. Therefore economic theory
and social history are required, not
empty denunciations of the evils of
capitalism. For if no practical alterna-
tive is shown, people will put up with
the existing system, no matter how un-
just and catastrophic its results may
be.

H G: TAYLOR

McWilson's Price

Tario Al missed a great opportunity
when Peregrine Worsthorne was talk-
ing about our democracy on a recent
TV programme. He might have rold
him that we have never had any such
thing in this country. We generaily
have 10 wait 5 years in order to record
our votes and then about half the

population votes for Socialism, We get
a majority. of 300 Labour Party MPs
vored into power, people who all pro-
fess 1o be Socialist before the election
but we find that there are very few
Socialists amonest them and most of
them are more Torv than Churchill
Thev are trving to control wages but
allow prices to go up and up. They
give £600 millions of public monev to
the owners and sharcholders of the
Steel Industry and leave the same
people in  charge and they are
now under no obligation to run
their businesses efficiently to  make

a  profit,. In wmy opinion Harld
ilson is  worse than Ramsay

MacDonald who received 30,000 shares
in McVitie and Price Limited for be-
traying. the working class. It annoys
me to see and hear the rubbish that
is given omt by this Government:
* There must be an increase in produc-
tion before the workers can expect an
increase in There are only
compartatively few woﬂ:crs who are
actually employed in m&ucmg any-
thing and they keep all the rest of the
population. How can postmen, bus

drivers or railwaymen increase produc-
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that & writer 1 assume is not 10 be in.
cluded among Paine'’s many detractors,
past and present, would give Paine

his tull first name—Thomas— rather
than the abbreviated version.

I'he shortened version was used by
Paine’s political enemies as a sneer
against him and it seems rather a pity
that writers in a paper such as THF
BLACK DWARF should, perhaps unwit-
tingly, echo this.

ROBERT MORRELL

Secretary, Thomas Paine Society.
(Editors Note: We thank Comrade
Bob Morrell for his apt rebuke and
assure him that the nustake will not he
repeated.)

Red Paint, Red Paper

For while an anarchist = sym
pathiser, | feel the only operative
form of power which matters is the
power over the gutl, referred to as
economic. 1 do not see another
form of power which does not depend
on it at this moment

The second issue of BD seems to
have a lot of words in it, many of
them of an ideological nature. 1 feel
this to be a mistake, The spread with
the fist on it is fine, it is direct and
simple, and 1| feel this is good for
lwo reasons.

The young (I wish it wasn't always
‘students’) are tndeed the revolution-
ary . vanguard, but 1 feel this is
largely for emotional reasons, they
are rarely  ideologically equipped.
but they look into a future ran by
‘business's»and  the tedium of the
prospect makes them feel ill, but it
15 only recenily that | have under-
stood that that was what moved us.

Secondly, for the clderly as well,
ideology and reason seem like a
clever trap, a'course or argument
which allows ‘a ‘CP . membner to
refer 1o anarchists ‘as reactionary
after the revolution, for not liking
political police, ete, (Spain} and also
to refer in the sarie piece ol writing
to the revolution a§ a fixed moment
in time and as a conlinuing process,

Ideology seetns' to me fo compart-
mentalize thought ' round separafe
issues in such A way as to guarantee
inconsistency. 1| fhink the general
feeling among the young is anarchic.
to an extent that they don’t have to
do with the ‘official’. anarchist move-
ment, and is largely intuitive and
emotional and to do with the senses
as opposed to reason (which is suspect
anyway), Therefore in my opinion,
which “may be wrong, a page like
the one with the fist, or the cover of
the first BD s worth. pages and pages
of theorv. Afler red paper. 1 feel that
somewhere,  between  advertising
graphics and concrete poeiry lies an
area of mosaic communication which

will not only meet the needs of the

young, or kindle a fart or some-
thing but will also enable one to Say,
rmcmwme “things which if said in
running text would gel you locked
right up. My appeal for a study group
in commumcahons is_parily fo do
with this, and I imagine it will go
unanswered.  1f there isn’t any local
response | shall make it into a small
occasional organ Jredi for the com-
munard movement. 1 don’t expect
peopte like you, with your

tion and advertising (snide-
smde to see the commune movement
as useful, but they are intended as
bases. The other reason is con-
nected with older neonle (the grevs),

They exist, and | feel the point at

which they are to be reached is in

pre-

1 ¥ [ ] Al
mitlees can g
real  improvement
safety 4l work.
We would be glad to hear fre
one who can help us in our

G RICHMAN
Hon Sec, s -
Socialist Medical Association,
13 Prince of Wales Terrace,
London WS, ki
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THE STUDENT/WORKER LIAISON COMM
TEE against Racialism has
launched an appeal to both black
white militant students and workes
unite 1 order to combate :
After explaining the background
exploitation the Committee prop
that any anti racialist organise
must include the following aims
programme; "

1 ‘To reveal the cconcmlc 00!
racialism; racialism f
product of the cconon'uc Sy
of exploitation, and to
it is directed against the in
of all working people.

|
e

'To expose fully the part ol
by successive government
spreading racialism,

To unite all Students and '
ers, Black and White in ©
tion to racialism:

To give active supm
people victimised on grou
race,

* To oppose discrimination
grounds of colour, language,

_ ture or country of origin=
.. which are essentially
: manrfespuons of racialism.

The a_ddmas of the !
SWLCAR, The Polylechmc
Union, Elsely Court, 20 _
Titchfield Street, London m

GO

BULLETIN OF MAR:
STUDIES. editors Ken Ta
Chris  Arthur First issue o
articles on - Cadres or Seci
cussion of Lenin and Gramsei's ¢
cepls of a revolutionary party,

Idea of the Fourth Internation
theory and practice of inter
ism. ~ Also Cuba. Vielnam, Wi
Control, ete. :

Single copies 2/5d from - BI
Norwood  House, Peakes
Etchinghill, Rugeley, Staffs,

DINEN

LENIN
ON IMPERIALISM
THE EVE OF
THE PROLETARIAN
SOCIAL REVOLUTION

The Works of Marx Lenin E
Stalin Mao Tse‘Tung availa
from

BAI-LEY CHINA CULTUR&
. COMPANY LTD.

54 Mill Road, thbridgp
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Che’s last two years of struggle

~ The French publishing house of Seuil was
scheduled to release a book about Ernestoc ‘Che’
Guevara in the middle of May written by Ricardo
Rojo, who is closely associated with the
Montevideo weekly, “Marcha.”

“iN 1959, WHEN CASTRO ook power.
 Guevara invited Maseiti to Havana
and entrusted him with the task ot
organising Prensa Launa, whose prin
cipal function was fo disseminate
Cuban news.

‘Bur in 1963 Jorge Maseiti was 1o
attempt a1 bold revolutionary operation
which 1 heard him discuss with Che
many’ times: the establishment oi a
guerrilla focus on Argentinian territory
from a base developed m Bolvia
(Emphasis in original.)

“In June 1963, Jorge Masetti was in

Bolivia with three Cuban nﬁicia_lsl

i i i)

leather beit, and sunglasses. Three

During this period, his mother Celia

guerrillas made up a firing squad and | w10 him a letter from Buenos Aires

Captain Hermes finished him off wilh
his Luger. Was this the kind of guer-
rilla warfare that Guevara and Masetu
had dreamed of to ransform Argen-
tina? 1 doubt it.

in the mecantime, the secrel services
had iofiltrated 1wo of their agents
among the young recruits of the EGP.
Tley intrigued to create incidents. and
once they had been successfully nfil
trated it can be said that the guerrilla
action ‘was finished. In the following
anarrmilae aEere  eantiared

P R S e

which showed the ties of esteem and

frankness that united them.' - Rojo
quotes this interesting letter as
follows : —

‘ Buenbs Aies, 14 Aprl, 1965,

' My Dear,

Do my letlers =eem strange lo you? |

don't know it we have lost the treedom
we used to nave In our relalions or whether
we never had il and we have always snoken
to each other in that mildly ironic lone
indufped n by inhabitantz of canks o the
Plaia, =agaravated slill more by our own
tamilv code. which |s still more withdrawn.

A 'saricus concemn  however makes me
drop this irpnic lone 'o speak more directly
It seems then 1that my lelters become

i T I R M T o S e N W T © A, S N R B e T T LI R

The final chapter of this book was published in
the original Spanish in the 10 May issue of
Marcha. It contains information of extraordinary
interest about Che Guevara's activities in the
two-year period of 1965-67.

rules had been set by Guevara himsell
in agreement with Castro. These rules
must have had an absolute rigor since
they were not even violated for Celia's
death.

‘In June 1965, still during Guevara's
isolation, Ben Beila, the head of the
Algerian revolution, was ousted by
Colonel Boumedienne. The Cubans
thought that the African revolution
was in danger, undermined by neo:
colonialism and anarchy Then Gue-
vara accepted the grave responsibility

of going to the heart of the m
SR IR TR SRS L

lese adventure was tinged with a
certain bitterness. He was convinced
that his departure from Africa had
been forced by a Seviet diplomatic
manceuvre, and that Moscow and
Washingion were in secret agreement
as to the main lines of their African

policies. Clearly an agitator like
Guevara had no place in this
programme,

Then Che returned to his old dream
of rousing the peoples of Latin
America to rebellion from Bolivia and
northern Argentina, The operation

was to be essentially the same as
B ins RAEmeadstdh o o S . G | mrdea

imperialist domination has been
effaced. It is beiter to die than live
as a slave. Death to Yankee imperial-
ism and its military camarilla. Long
live the guerrillas.”

For all practical purposes this pro
clamation did not circulate in Bolivia,
except in restricted political circles, It
crossed the frontiers and was printed
in wvarious countries. But this did
nothing 1o change the general impres-
sion of the most penetrating observers:
the puerrillas had fallen into a trap,

‘1 arrived in La Paz on 12 Julyas
defence attorpey for Ciros Bustos in
Wie trial hefore the military tribunal.

an casy sensuality of movement.

The arts are in a ferment of revolu-
tionary fervour, eclectic and inter
national in flavour, free of burcau-
cratic social realism and tolk lore. 1
remember driving in a jecp into the
Sierra Maestra along narrow  dirt
tracks, through sireams that mean-
dered into the sca, along a rocky and
pebbled beach thar was fringed by
lush vegetaton, 1o a small wllage
called Ulvero, which was no more
than a collection of small prefabricated
houses and a bar, and in the bai we
discussed the revolution with the
local people, for it was in this village
that the first successful artack was
made on Batista's forces. 'hey pointed
to where Che attacked, where
Camillo advanced. where Fidel com
manded the battle trom a hill. In trom
of us in the squarc was a model of the
old hated barracks, a model only, for
after the victory of the revolution the
people tore it down with their pare
hands. And from the radio blared
Day Tripper by the Beatles, which
was an interesiing reminder to us
about a lot of things.

As | 1travel about the country 1 see
the material benefits of the people.
particularly the peasants, of full em
ployment, of free and available educa
tion. of the free health service, of low
rents, of sometimes no renis. of
maximum of ten per cent of income:
ot free public telephones, cheap trans-
port, or free recreational facilities. In
nine years. And 1 think of . Bolivia,
Brazil, Africa, even England.

In Havana, where the once privileged |

THE CLIMATE IS WARM, sunny, tropical, the sea turquoisc, the carth
dark brown coffec. The girls are beautiful, black, mulatto, fair, with

power resources, few natural nivess,
no coal in the earth, no oil, though
prospecting goes on and some deposits
have been found. And I canmot bul
marvel at the determination of this
small island 10 win, (o construct social
ism. Everything that Cuba needs o
desperately has 10 be imported. the
machinery, the tractors, so vital fop
the mechanisation nt agriculture. plant
that is so necessary 10 be installed.
And vet the answer to this 1s found
in the people, in their enthusiasm and
work, The Che Guevara brigade I
ploughing the length and breadih of
the island with bulldozers recovening
millions of acres of hitherto unprodoes
tive land. At weckends thousands
voluntarily leave the cities 10 plant
coffee with a gaiety thtat transiorms
work into a carnival.

And it is this theorv of work that the
comrades of Western Europe seem s
mncapable of understanding, when they
Jdenounce Cuba as a  petit- hourgesis
revolution, and at the same time fos
veal their paternalism towards (he
third world. It is in voluntary work
that the profound links are made bes
tween people, that the student unders
stands his real identity with the people,
the very nature of his society, the very
structure  and interdependence of %
It is here that all the artificial distines.
tions are ironed out. It is here thai the
very notion of work is transformed
from a dechumanising alienating pro-
cess to the creative force of construes
tion, It is a demonstrable breakdown
of any hierarchical tendencies. i is
the theory of egalitarianism in A
through. Acion:. e dh | aatits i




gathered who formed the EGP
jercite. Guerrillero del  Pueblo—
oples Guerrilla Army). The emblem
the guerrilla movement was a sun
1 2 red and black background: * Red
- the blood of the revolution and
ick as 2 symbol o»f mourning for the
ferings of the people,” Maserd
plained 1o me.”

it the political situation did not
velop as hoped for and Masetd
ne to realise that the Cuban model
uld not be repeated in Argentina.

t the end of September, Masett
d his small force crossed over the
livian {rontier into Argentine terri:
y. An open letter 1o President [llia.
blished in Buenos Aires by the
85 of the Peronist left wing, drew
ention to the EGP. In any case
asctti’s  veice  scemed  strikingly
m v

ithough, the former journalist had
arly evaluated the situation, he did
. give up. In reality, he felt caught
a trap but he did not 'want to break
- promises 0 Guevara. He could
e pointed to unfavourable changes
the situation, but he did net. He
nted to stay * second in command,”
itle which constantly reminded him
t there was another commander-
chief, for the moment absent, Che.

ife in the virgin jungle of Bolivia
i afterward in the Argentine pro-
ce of Salta turned out to be much
sher than expected. Some Cuban
erans of the Sierra Maestra dis-
¢red this when they ate wild fruit
ilar in appearance to the Cuban
langa. In the Argentine jungle this
it is extremely poisonous and pro-
es violent convulsions, Some of the
rrillas. who tried it were made
alids for the rest of their lives,
he rigorous discipline which
setti imposed was heighiened in
inverse proporton to the demoral-
jon of his men. When a 24-year-
draftes, Adolfo Rotblar, called
i, talked about deseiting, he was
d, condemned to death, and
cuted,

onetheless the volunteers remained:
fents, construction workers, mech-
cs, and bank employees arrived
n. Buenos Aires after passing
yugh a thousand adventures. Even
ephew of an admiral who had com-
ded the capital police force and a
chant sailor barely eighteen years
joined the guerrilla movement.
e Cuban captain Hermes was en-
rged with the military training of
 motley force. But in February
4, the growing demoralisation
ng the members of the expedition
ched off another crisis, Groswald,
cnamed " Nardo,” one of the
inteers from Buenos Aires, wis
d for insubordination, lack of re-
tionary morale, and carelessness in
‘handling of weapons. Nardo, a
and a former bank employee, was
of those whe came 10 the guer
s full of enthusiasm. He was so
ent that he tore out his toenails
keep them from becoming em-
ded in his feer during the long
ches through the wild jungle. In
cise, be was sentenced to death.

ﬁtmﬂfh, scarcely minercen years
asked that he be shot in his guer.
poiform, the black berer; the'

'rrig"
Three

plants.

*The only real encounter wok place
in the middle of April 1964, On that
day Captain Hermes and one of his
comrades attacked an advanced police
post and killed a soldier. The same
day the guerrillas were spotted, sur-
rounded, and killed.

‘ Fourteen men from the EGP were
already in the hands of the police.
They were tortured in the most blood-
thirsty way. Dragged by the hair, five
of them were suffocated in the opened
bellies of those already dead.

*In the meantime, Masetti wandered
deeper into the dense wild jungle of
Yuto, an inferno of discase and
ferocious animals, an oppressive and
tortuous labyrinth of high thick vege-
tation where the sun cannot be seen
the whole day long. Jorge Masetti did
not return. The primitive jungle
devoured him.”

Ricardo Reojo speculates over the con
clusions Guevara might have drawn
from: this experience, in -egard to his
theory of the *revolutionary focus.'
But -Rojo notes that the tragedy was
the most veiled in the whole history
af Latin-American guerrilla struggles.
“The Argentine press mentioned it
only in passing. The great urban
masses were not even aware of the
cxistence of the BGr. The peasants
to whom the guerrillas' appeal was
directed did not learn of it,

*But, on the other hand, the Argen-
tine adventure of the Masetti column
did show that an insurrectionary group
could roam for months through the
south of Bolivia and northern Argen-
tina with impunity. Masetti had to
send an open letter to the Argentinian
government for the security services
to admit the existence of the guerrilla
movement. Doubtless this was one of
the positive features of the tragedy
of the Maserti group in Guevara’s
eyes.”

Rojo then describes Che’s political
four of Africa in 1965, which made
him into the emissary of the third
world revolution.

He returned to Havana on 14 March,
1965, being met by the entire general
staff but without great circumstance.
Later he talked in private with Fidel
_Cas.tm for almost four hours running.
"Did they have 3 dispute? Guevara
fever made the slightest allusion to a
conflict. But a little later he wrote a
letter to his mother in Buenos Aires i
which he told her that he intended to
give up his post as revolutionary
leader in Cuba. :

‘He was going t6 work for a month
in the sugar-cane fields and then
spend five years in a factory to study
from the inside the functioning of one
of the many industries which he had
commanded from the top,

‘The letter held furthermore an im-
portant clement for anyone interested
it this most obscure and decisive
peried in Che’s life. In fact, he told
his mother not to come to Havana
under any circumstances, e
‘ With the political disciplinie characten
istic of him, he went into"™ seclusion ™
m}hvnmfrmmmnmh& July

1965. He did not communicate with

o ntinizn-Bo .:
frontiey. " %ﬂn i
huhg:rf"aftu trying live w\vﬂd

*This™ " € lone  whieh you _bavel
o Yand ines 4n. FiGrera A
fudden meaning. | read your last ‘elle: he!
reading the news i La Prensa or La Nacion,
picking out or lryl 1o pick out the real
meaning and implication ol every senlence
"Today | am plunged in a séa ol unter
lainty and seized by a still greatar nn;i.ir
‘1 am nol going o use diplomatic lan-
guage | am g@oing lo be very [rank. i
seems madness lo me for the lew |ndi-
viduals capable of tlaking on the task of
organisation in Cuba lo spend an enlie
month culting sugar cane when there are
so many good cane cullers among the
people 11 they do il as voluntary work in
the hours they normally devole to rest or
amusement, thal is another matter. It also
makes sense to do Il a whole day to
demonsirale conclusively the advantages and
the need for using machines to cul cane
For, the loreign exchange thal Cuba needs
will come from the harvest and the sugar
fonnage oblained.

A month i1s a lot of time, There must ba
othe: 1easons | don't know aboul. Lel's
take your personal situation. If you really
Intend after this month lo devole yoursell
to running a faclory—a task which Caste!
lanos and Villegas are carrying oul quite
successfully—il seems lo me tha! Ihis mad-
ness borders on absurdily, above all |l you
want w take on this work tor five vears
and with the intention ol becoming a real
” specialist.

' Since  Know your mania avou! nol missing
a single day in the miruslr{. ond when |
saw your 1rip abroad streich ouw so, |
wondered: Will Ernesto still be the minisies
of industries when he ieturns lo Cuba? Who
was -upheld, who won the argument on the
questions which motivated this decision?

"1 halt guessea the answers. Il you aie
going to head an enlerprise, it s because
ou are no longer the minister. | only need
Ennw who they are appointing In your place
to know it the quarrel was solved with the
wisdom of Solomeon. In any case, your
spending five years (unning a laclory Is
teo much of & loss ol lime lor someone
like you. And | do nol say this as your
mother. | say i as an old woman who
hopes lo see the whole world socialist. |
think that il you stick to your decision you
will nol be serving the cause of world
socialism.

“ It tor one reason or another, your path
is blocked In Cuba, Ben Bella in Algeria
would be very happy lo have you come to
organise his counfry s economy snd con-
iribute your advice to this task, and the
same 1o Nkrumah In Ghana. Yes, you will
be a foreigner. This seems 1o be your
destiny forever.

‘What a letter] A regular sermon. | wanted
fo tear it up, but the same thing kept
coming oul. | was delighted to get the
pictures of your family. ANl your children
are adorable, although not one reminds me
ol your features or vour expression. | &m
glad you decided lo step roduction. ' |
Was very worried during Aleida's. latest
ditficulty.

* Yes, | am disconsolate a1 | can’l go 1o
Cuba todey. | would be ge happy t3 pe
near you, il only to say 1o you every mormn-
ing, Have 8 good day, old boy,” and

So leng, old boy."’ Such words said every
day would have some valve | would like
ta meet Celia and litlle Ernesto and listen
to“l-kgushn's baby chaiter. Ancther time it
w e

‘An embrace, & big embrace for you and
yours. —Celia.' :

Shortly after this, the health of
Guevara’s mother took a turn for the
worse,

On 16 May the doctors considered
her death imminent. ‘1 called Havana,
but I could not locate Guevara On
the e¢ighteenth, 1| sent a telegram :
“ Comandante Guevara. Minister of
Industries. Havana. Your mother is
gravely ill and wants to see you, An
embrace.—Ricardo Rojo.”

There was no answer and on 19 May
Celia de la Serna de Guevara died in
Buenos Aires. At the barial, relatives
and friends cast wondering glances at
each other: “ Where in the devil is
Guevara? ” Sirice he had not answered
his mother’s last call, it was apparent
that he kmew nothing ef what had
happened. It was clear that wherever
he was there was not only no tele
phone but ever no mail or mews

‘I' do ‘not think, however, that Che
was a prisoner. It was an act of

On 3 Ocrober, of th. same year.

in ‘which his comrade-in-arms re-
nodnced his Cuban nationality, his
post of minister, and his grade of
commander.

Ihe reading of these letters revealed
that Guevara very quickly gave up
his idea of “ returning 1o the source.”
Going to work in the sugar-cane ficlds
and in the facrories could not hide the
ideological and tactical dispute which
had broken out between himself and
Castwo. In  disagreement with the
latter over the direction to be given
1o the revolution, Che, like the old
Bolsheviks, preferred finally to resign
rather than oppose the socialist gov-
ernment. He came within an ace of
becoming another Trotsky, Then, he
followed the principle that when the
fate of the revolutionary governmeni
is ar stake, individual points of view
take second place.

*But after this he could not remain
on the island, stripped of all his titles
and functions and at the risk of caus-
ing grave harm to the revolution inter-
nationally. He had to leave. He had
to choose a better moment.

‘His departure for Africa was care-
fully prepared by the G2, the Cuban
political police. The G2 moved in such
a way as to convince the foreigners
that Che was in Santo Domingo dur-
ing the military uprising and that he
had been killed in a street batle in
the sector controlled by Colonel
Francisco Caamarnio. i

‘In the meantime, in the greatest
secrecy, Guevara artived in the Congo,
where the armed groups of Mulele and
Sumialor were fighting Moise Tshom-
be’s ' white mercenaries. Tshombe,
morcover, also had in his service a
well-trained team of anti-Castro Cuban
fliers.

"Guevara met in  Brazzaville with
President Masemba- Debatr. There were
already some Castroite Cubans there
who were training a military force o
take on the neocolonialist mercenaries.
In the following weeks, ather Cubans
joined their compatriots, but they
never came up to the fantastic pumber
of several thousand cited by journalists,
In reality Cuba only sent about two
hundred men tw the Congo; the
majority were paramilitary commando
instructors.”

After spending about nine months in
the Congo and taking part in several
battles against white mercenaries, Che
returned to Cuba.

Rojo speculates that Che had to leave
due to pressure from Peking, the
Maoists wanting 10 get the Cubans
out of the struggle in Africa. He indi-

cates that others believe the pressure

cane from Moscow and was exerled
on Castro, Still another version was
that Che left because of local infrigices.
‘In the second week of September
1966 Guevara entered Bolivia. He had
left Havana op a regular Iberia flight,
stopped off in Madrid, and from there
he went to Sao Paulo, Brazil He con-
tinued “his jourpey by train w0
Corumba,' crossing over into Bolivian

pqliﬁaldisnipﬁne,abngm

anyone and was virtually incognito,

willing sessicn of seli-criticism, whose

territory,

Fidel Castro publicly read the ietters|.

"
) .f
‘In spite of important differences,
Guevara's adventure is somewhat re-
miniscent of Lenin’s in Poland Both
operations revealed not only an overly
superficial political analysis bur also
grave failings in military preparation

In any case, the organisation of the
guerrilla movement was the joint work
of Che and Castro. Lenin risked the
Polish adventure %o that capitalist
Germany would have a common
frontier with soclallsm. Guevara and
Castro  likewise sought a Latin
American border tor Cuba.

“We know how this ambitious project
ended. Che's guernllas soon found
themselves militarily and politically
isolated. ‘They were not able to artract
the interest of the people, and the
politicalised Bolivian cadies (cp and
MNR) decided 10 abandon the guer
rillas 10 their fate. Like Maseui two
years before, Guevara and his men
were alone in the jungle,

* Nonetheless, they had some encoun.
ters  with Barrlenios’ soldiers. On
10 April, 1967, the guerrilla column
again confronted the army in [ripiti
near Nancahuazd, Hleven soldiers died
in the clash, seven were wounded and
cleven (including ag officer) were taken
prisoner,

“After this battle Che decided to get
his two friends, the Frenchman Régis
Debray and the Argentinian Ciro
Bustos, out of the sector. Debray,
arriving from Havana, was in Nan-
cahuazd for essentially journalistic
motives. He hoped to be able to spread
the news of the existence of the
Bolivian guerrillas in the European
and confirm that Che was their
leader, Ciro Bustos, for his part, was
invi attend an important political
He completely shared Che’s
but disagreed with the way in
the expedition had been pre-
Since he respected and admired
Guevara, the discussion was painful.
“Guevara thought that he could get
the Frenchman and Argentinian out
of the threatened encirclement through
the village of Muyupampa. We know
now thatr this was imprudent. On
20 April, Debray, Bustos, and a third
mdn, the English photographer George
Andrew Roth, fell into the hands of
the army and were on the point of
being executed out of hand by the

i
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army,

* Two weeks later, the guerrillas killed
two men in Taperilla. Later they
attgcked a second time and killed three
soldiers, one of them an officer.

‘At this point in the operations.
Guevara and the Bolivian leader
Roberto Peredo circulated the first de-
clarstion of the guerrillas 1o the
Bolivian people, which said:

“ We have lived like foreigners in our
own country Any Yankee imperialist
has more rights than we on our
oational territory. Owur lands do not
ng to us. Our natural riches zo to
ich foreigners There are no
schools, there are no hospitals for our
children. We live like slaves, deprived

of our rights and our conguests,
m_Euduodedhm

" Che’s return to Cuba after bis Congo-

{all the love which he felt for the rest

v
Lhe lal nn addressed the
peasants in the plaza. Ihis affair was
much discussed in Camiri and the

region but as something not directly
concerning the population.

Nonetheless, the apmy and the gov

ernment were made to look ridiculous
Spurred on by this atmosphere of daily
mounting hostility, the army strove for
revenge. From the month of August
on it constantly held the initative
Guevara's force suffered losses and on
26 September, after a long battle nems
La Higuera the guerrillas found them.
sclves compelled 1o divide up into
several small detachments. On &8 Octo
ber, a peasant informed the soldiers
that he had heard voices in the wild
canyon of El Yuro. Around 1.30 pm,
the rangers fell on a marching group
and opened fire. The man in front was
the Bolivian miner Simén Cuba, an
exceptional marksman. Behind him
was Che, who also answered the fire
but was hit in the legs by several
bullets.

Simén Cuba, in a heroic gesture,
tried to carry the wounded man on his
shoulders but another volley wounded
Che again, carrying away his beret.
Cuba put him on the ground and
began firing.

‘In spite of his desperate situation
Guevara attempted a final resistance
Supporting himself against a tree with
one hand, he used the other to fire his
M2, but another bullet struck his right
leg. Another knocked his gun out of
his hands before burying itself in his
upper arm. The rangers surrounded
him and took him prisoner.

‘Ernesto Guevara was taken to La
Higuera, twelve kilometers from the
battle. Although he had several
wounds, his life was not in danger.
His fate depended on men: Captain
Gary Prado Salgado, chief of the
ranger company, Colonel Andrés Sel-
nich, the commander of the Third
Tactical Group and Prado’s superior,

While Guevara was kept im a bare
room in the village school, there were
discussions for several hours. The
atmosphere among the officers was
tense. It is known that Major Nino
Guzmién wanted to take Guevara to
Vallegrande in his helicopter and
fought over this with Selnich.

On 9 October, 1967, in the morning
the discussions ended. It had been
decided to execute Che immediately
in the place where he was being held.
* He was seated on the floor, breathing
with difficulty, and he did not see the
men who entered immediately because
of the darkness.

Captain Gary Prado Salgado ap-
proached from behind and fired a
machine-gun volley in the prisoner’s
back, Four bullets passed through Che
up and down his body Colonel Andrés
Selnich fired a single shot from his
9 mm. revolver. It passed through
Che’s heart and lung. Ernesto Ch

Guevara was dead. ;

‘When they brought the body out
from the place where the crime was
committed, the two murderers saw
that Che had his eves open and his
expression was calm. On hic lips could
be read all his conteropt for them and

“pol humanity.’

I_ I‘ '_-...

Bl e -
the once exclusive club written about
by Graham Greene in Quwr Man in
Havana, where even Batista himsell
could not enter, now converted into
an art school, where the beach clubs
and yacht clubs where the rich idled
with daiquirts while 1wo-thirds of the
country were hungry, now transtormed
into people's recreational centres In
Havana three miles out ar sea 1 see
the USS Oxford prowling backwards
and forwards and | am reminded of
the Yanqui blockade that sull oper-
ates. And | see the signs in the streets.
rationing, shortage, queues for essen-
tial items, food, clothes, the difficulties
ol obtaining simple things like biros,
razor blades, the shortage of paper.
paint, the sad emptiness of the shops
And | am reminded of the isolation
of Cuba, the 1oml reliance on Soviet
petrol, for there are few natural
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of their theories. Fortunately. hi
has passed them by The Cuban
lution is a reality, the expression of
the people, If it escapes European
formulac, this may say more about
European formulae, Maybe we ob-
serve in their denunciations a sclerosis,
a rigidity of thinking that owes maore
to religion than an attention 10 the
reality of situations, Theory based on
abstractions is no more than ideology.
Real theory derives from the analysis
of the concrete,
European sectarians, who somchew
have taken upon themselves the role
of arbiters of revolutionary 1ruth,
avoid the remarkable exceptional qual-
ity of the Cuban revolution, the ovn-
derstanding that she is an undeveloped
society feeling towards her problems
dialectically, It avoids the wvisionary
quality of that small struggling coun-




~ fves,

try. For Cuba is primarily an act of
faith in the face of impossible odds.
Where does one begin to capture
that quality? What is it about this
" revolution, that has taken the
institutionalised. almeost ecclesiasti-
cal dogmas of European marxism
and has given them a new mean-
ing, a new force, a new relevance,

2 new flesh. 2 new blood? What is/

it that while the Soviet Union adds
up its production figures, how
* smuch steel preduced, how many
consumer goods, and resorts at the
¢ same time to neo-capitalist incen-
reintroduces  the  profit
motive: while the orthodox Com-
munist parties of France, Italy and
Britain lie in a burcaucratic torpor
of inactivity; while these things
happen, a small country, tradi-
tionally thought to be lazy, Latin
American, mariana and sun, pre-
cents them with the biggest chal-
* lenge in history? And what is this

challenge? It is the challenge of

_ man, a vision of man in freedom,
free of the dehumanising processes

of competition and profit, man
P e PR TR B
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total. For it is the revelution thai

unites Cuba, that frees the people
from their previous alienation. The
revolution is omnipresent, everywhere
in the largest cities and the remotest
villages. Jt is a colleciive enterprise
based on mutual respect. It is a notion
of work for all. It is selidarity, Here
there is no concept of manipulation,
Cuba is the only demecracy where
every man and woman is ammed,
armed against the threat of yankee in-
vasion. How many governments have
that confidence? And because it is a
collective will, a collective emterprise,
vou cannot manipulate this, order
that. Cuba could never force people
to. cut cane, to plant sugar, coffee or
to engage in the massive reconsiruc-
tion programmes. The register of the
peeples support and enthusiasm defines
the correciness or incorrectness of the
decisions taken. If the people don't
want te do it, it can’t be done.

And it is also ithe awareness of the
necessity of fexibility in the revolu-
tionary process. It 1s for this reason
thar Cuoba, zlong with China, con-
fronts the major problem of socialist
societies, the problem of bureaucracy.
the growth of mammon. For they have
seen that the traditional Marxists con-
cepts of evolution. from socialismy inte
commupism are mythical. There is no
automatic road to communism. What
they have learnt from the Soviet ex-
perience js that if left alope secialism
becomes sclf-perpetuating, preserves

itself, creates a bureaucracy which ali-
aal R ass S L o TS . TTeWY LR . R e e Y
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TRE BLACK DWARF

The writer must make his choice too

PETER WEISS, Havana, 1968

I DO NOT LIKE TO SPEAK ABOUT  UNDERDEVELOPED * COUNTRIES. The ex-
pression ‘ Third World ’ is based on class-thinking, it denotes a third
class of world, it does not express what this ‘ Third World * contains.
It seems to be a world which is sort of hanging on 1o other worlds
which in turn look upon themselves as more important.

But this ‘ Third World ' makes us the
most powerful world of our time. We
have to choose a new expression for
it; we would call it * the revolutionary
world’ or the ‘world of liberation
struggle,’ or call it by a name which
shows the militant, the dynamic, the
explosive character of this world.
From it the great changes will issue,
the c¢hanges we will have 1w live
through during the following years.
I do not want to call those countries
which are now rising and which are
struggling to build up their new
societies, their new attitude towards
life, underdeveloped countries; they
are not underdeveloped in comparison
to the so-called developed countries.
They do not have, of course, the same
level of industrialisation and technical
eguipment,  but they have reached
something which many of the so-called
developed countries have not reached
yet; they have dymamically changed
or are on their way to changing their
society in a more complete manner
than that which changes have brought
about in the Western societies, I mean
of course, changes through revolution,
T mean Cuba, Vietnam, North Korea,
the liberated zenes of Portuguese
Guinea.

These nations have freed themsclves
from dominating classes, they have
freed themselves from exploitation;
they have established the dignity of
man; and only this can be called de-

| velopment in out time.

We should call the revolutionary
countries, developed countries, and the
Western countries which still adhere
to a society which is based om class
formation and exploitation, under-
developed countries.

For example, Vietnam and the United
States of America: in comparison o
the UsA, Vietnam is a developed coun-
try. The society of the United States
contains atavistic, reactionary apti-
humanitarian clements: racismy is alive,
powerful groups are ruling over the
majority of the nation.

There are those who come from
Western society 10 lend a helping hand
to the so-called underdeveloped world.
They aften believe they find back-
wardness there. They lorget what such
backwardness is; they forget it ix they
who have won their power, their
superiority, their technical develop-
ments through the exploitation of these
countries,

Such being the case, the backward-
ness Is not the fault of these countrics
It §s the fault of the Western ruling
classes, who, colonialist oppression,

and by exuploiting the people of thel
* Third World ' to the magow of their |

bones, built up their enormous power.
This is very often an unconcious atti-
tude on their part, though It is an

friendship; you have to show them
your militant and political support.

Often the question is raised of what
you can attain with a work of art, with
4 book, # poem, a painting, a play; and
vou ask vourscll the question, if it
could ever have the effect of the
machine guns in the hills. Often I see
the superiority of the guerrilla fighter
over an imtellectual who is content
with veicing his solidarity.

But as the war is fought on many
fronts, every front on which you figh
the énemy can be a strategic point.
There might arise situations which
compel you to change your attitude
and become directly militant In many
courtries this is the only solution
In Western Europein countries there
is sull grear value attached o writing
As far as | am concerned, writing
has been a process in which 1 became
conscious of myself and of the waorld 1
am living in. By writing 1 educated
myself, by writing I developed my

attitude that carties welght in their|Polical thinking. By developing mysclf,

relationship with the peoples of these
countries. Often the visitor says he
does not understand what is happening
in these countries; he says the peoples
ot these countries speak @ different
language. With false superiority he
looks down upon them from his high
technical standards, looks down upon a
country which is in the frst phase of

1, as a writer, sccure the possibility of
influencing others.

In most of Eurepe, 1 see a great ob-
stacle for revolution in the passive
attitude of the workers. We do not
reach the powerful masses of the
workers, we are only in touch with
groups of militant intellectuals, and

developing higher standardy of digniry. | "2t i ot cnough. This we felt very

How can a Buropean intellectual find
new means through which 1o manifest
his solidarity with the revolutionary
world?

Writing, in itself, can be a very
potent activity. It is not only you
who write; there are many else-
where working for the same aims.
All of them together make up one
extensive front. This front is part
of the active revolutionary
struggle. Much in the same way as
the guerrilla fighter uses his gun
decisively, the writer ought clearly
to define his standpoint. He must
not hide anything. It ix not enough
to send 1o those who are fighting
in the hills some warm words of

strongly: the lack of a3 revolutionary
attitude on the part of the workers
in the capitalist seciety, the lack of
their direct protest, their direct par-
ticipation in the struggle of the revolu-
tiopary world. Too eften we see that
the weorkers in the capatilist society
only fight for their own immediate
cconomic development.

Yes, they are fighting too; they are
fighting 1o change their situation; they
are not fighting to change their society,
nor do they speak abour the change
of the entire wosld, in which all socie
ties would have to change. They are
still limited in their consciousness of
the mnecessity of giobal revelution.
{The recent events in: France should
not let us become over-optimistic!)
As long as the intelléctuals make up
smiall elites without direct collaboration
with the working masses the result of
their work will be Lmited EVERY

| socialist

REVOLUTIONARY KNOWS THAT A REVOD-
LUTION 1S NOT WON BY AN ELITE; 2
revolution is won by the masses of
workers and peasants in the country,
I'o whom do 1 address myself in my
plays? Is my audience made up of
the bourgeoisic rather than ithe pro-
letarians?

Of course, this differs from one case
o another, as my plays have been
played in both capitalist and socialisi
countries. In capitalist society, the
theatre is mostly a form of the bour-
geois world, the working class does
not regard the theatre as its own form
of art. They feel alienated in front
of the stage. . This 1orms out to
be entirelv different in secialist coun-
tries, where a quite new audience is

| attending the theatre, and where the

theatre ix owned by the populace
Hear the theatre is duly appreciated,
the theaire belongs 1o the populace; it
is not an institution which has been
built up by a privileged class for the
pleasure of the privileged class.

As a dramatist, 1 have the possibilty
of reaching both the population of a
classless society, and of a bourgeois
society, reaching it by being aggressive
with it, by being provocative. Of course
my goal is 10 address myself 10 a con-
scious audience, an audience which is
made up of people who share my poli-
tical standpoint and whe wish to under-
take a political analysis of their times,
the times they are living in. -

1 de not know hew it is for ether
writers. There are goad plays which
should be compichensible for all
societies, for everybody. But I am sure
that T would write n a different way
if T lived in a secialist seciety, where
my writing would be part of a common
constructive work, where 1 should deal
with the problems and conflicts under-
lving a new attitude towards life.

The plays I have written until now are
the result of my milieu, the result of
the world in which I have grewn up.
The situation of 3 present-day social-
ist writer differs from that of the time
in which Brecht lived. The fight going
on then between fascism and com-
munism was more simple than the
fight going on todav. in which the
world is a wvery complex
world and contains many different
aspects. There is the guestion of the

necessity of world revolution, there i
the difference between the technically
highly developed socialist society and
the former colonialised new world of
the struggle for liberation, You have to
analyse vour own point of view, and
indicate where vyou stand: whether
you believe in the necessity of global
revolution and whether you want te
appeal to intermational solidarity.

To start with, ‘you have to secure a
great deal of knowledge and insight,
and never lose sight of the historical
aspects of the situation, and also never
lose yourself in emotional reflections.
Historically seen, socialism is going
through a natural development. It is
demonstrating that it is a force very
much alive It wounld not be alive if it
had become stagnant within one closed
block. The fact that it is open and
developing many different aspects—
even aspects which are in strong con-
flict with one another—make it dyna-
mic—dynamic in a Marxist sense.

Cuba, Vietnam, and North Korea have
already established a norm on present-
day revolutionary socialism, which
expounds @ new viewpoint in the
socialist world. In Cuba and Vietnam
Masxism means Humanism. In these
countries, Marxism is always subject
to development, always subject to
intermal discussion, never afraid of
criticising itself, and never afraid even
of criticising the other socialist coun-
tries. I think this shows an enormous
strength as these countries are fighting
against the threat of imperiabism.

Many intellectuals in Europe today are
very much concerned with Cuba’s and

| Vietnam’s fight. And when the revo-

lution deveclops in other Latin-Ameri-
can countries, I think this will influence
even those socialist countries which as
of now are not yet in agreement with
the absolute necessity of the armed
stuggle,

I think of the enormous difficulties,
human difficulties, of the fact that
it is very difficult to change one-
sclf, to really change omes atti-
tude, to change ones own past, to
free oneself from the influence of
the old society one has been
brought up in, to free oneseH

from the corruption of which
almost every artist in the Wester
world partakes.

With a greater or lesser degree of l:uﬂ:
ciousness, one is dependent upon the
institutions of these countries. Eves
il you take liberties in cxptmln-l

what you think, you still belong o ;
old Western society, and you have
work hard to break away from it. ‘T
revolutionary world is very, very diffess
ent from the secure world I have

up in, in spite of having lived th

the period of German fascism, of emis
gration and war. All this is very differs
ent from the fight which is going of
today.

I have to bring myself to fear my old
European security, the security of haws
ing an audience. theatres, editors: 1
have to endanger my situation. The
confrontation of the European artist,
writers, intellectuals with a revolis
tionary country like Cuba is of grest
importance. Arriving in Cuba or Viets
nam, we become directly invelved

the war which is going on; we de

a strong physical experience from It
Being in Cuba teaches me every
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every hour almost, the danger b% y
the country. Being on am island which

is surrounded, blockaded by
enemy. I get to know what it means
live and work confronted with
enemy, te construct, to build and

give way to the ominous threal
destruction. This is an experience
strength and courage which [ ;
never had in Europe. In the midst ©
the political struggles going on
Europe, you are more safe, you can
withdraw you can hide yourself; but
here you are absolutely in the open,
you can be attacked any minute; everys
thing that is built is constantly threats

*

z

ened with destruction by the cnemy,

because the enemy has mo other aim
other than o destroy; he must destroy

the revolution in order to keep alive =

his atavistic, brutal and reacn X
values. This you feel strongly, and
makes your own peint of view much
clearer; it forces you to be even muore
consistent in your own back yard,
because you realise that finally victory
will be yours. You may not live to a8

iit, but your children will!

[The trial of Anibal Escalante earlier this year was an event of great

mmportance! Escalante was an old-time Stalinist hack whose expulsion
from the Cuban Party should be seen essentially as a slap in the face
for the “ socialist * countries who are in favour of preserving the

status quo. However, there were undoubtedly various aspects of the

© trial * which have rightly raised doubts in socialist circles outside |
Cuba. This is why we are printing an article by Livio Maitan, an
Tralian Marxist an

d an authority on Latin America.} mé,, ,

impulse 10 the economy and the party
leading bodies are net functioning
| smoothly.

Ermesto Che Guevara was a special
target of the supportess of the * micro

and it was paricularly
blii Shat thow sedicad ' alsa
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e Trial of Escalan

There is no doubt that in a workers’

state where 2z whole series of condi-

 tions existed which do not exist in

Cuba, which was faced with loval op-
positional elements willing to accept
certain rules of the game, and who,
above all, were integrated in a system

at all to an abstract analogv—every-
one koows what pressures are com-

 stantly exerted on the Cuban leaders;

and, according to Raul Castro’s report.
Escalante and his friends went so far

as to wish that the USSR would |that the articles or reporis of a

undertake economic measures which.

te

parties cannot be considered a erime)
at most, under ceriain conditions,
could represent a violation of h
pline, This would seem to hold all
more since it can hardly be thoug

valin or Codoyilla are of a

[ TR




. by.acts of |
parl;amem but hy acts of will.

And the basic of this vision is the
reality of struggle, of the fight. For the
Cuban revolution has learned its ex-
periences from the Sierra Maestra.
when twelve isolated men began a
fight which in two years overthrew
ene of the most oppressive, brutal
tyranmical regimes in Latin America.
The impossible being achieved char-
acterises the ideology of the Cuban
revolution. A struggle as a dialectical
process. a revolution that responds
constantly to the pressure and flucaa-
tion of change, of the new replacing
the old, because it is a vision of future
man arrived at through a series of
perpetual dialectical conflicts. Tt is the
expression of the will of the people.
This process of revolutionary growth
and evolution is fundamental. And

! ’ s 0 mytl

! t"he ev fnun of commiu.-
lnl'n of the dissolufion of the state, but
the state is sill oy formidable and
sclerosed as ever, Tt exists 10 perpetu.
ate itsell. What is revolutionary in
Cuban theory is that socialism and
communism are twin realities that go
hand in hand, that co-exist, thar com-
munism is created now, not waited for
like the coming of the messiah out of
heaven.
Adventurists?  Petit bourgeois?
Romantics? Visionaries? Dream-
ers? I can only comclude with
Lenin. * Of this kind of dreaming
there is unfortunately too little in
our mevement. And the people
most responsible for this are those
who boast of their sober views,

their closeness to the concrete?
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‘abundant information and decuments,
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LN m of Cuba - wWas ﬁr
A new epnode in the intense struggle
that has continued 1o develop in the
international  Communist movement;
and it cannot be judged correctly with-
out tking into account the specific
context in which it occurred.

Everyone is well aware that relations
between Cuba and the USSR, the
same as relations between Cuba and
the Communist parties of Latin
America, have undergone manifold
changes since the victory of Fidel
Castro’s movement. Conjunctural fac-
tors have swayed things this way or
that, but the direction has been deter-
mined at bottom by the permanemt
contradiction consisting of the fact that
while on the one hand Cuba, as the
most advanced expression of the revo-
lutionary tendencies of the sixties,
necessarily come into conflict with the
conservative bureaucratic system head-
ed by the USSR, on the other hand,
Cuba cannot do without the Soviet
Union’s economic and military aid and
the USSR cannot contemplate a pos-
sible crushing of the revolutionary
Cuban government without very um-
favourable repercussions for iiself
bath from the strategic and political
standpoint.

The Tricontinental conference at the
beginning of 1966 marked the greatest
effort by both sides to reach an agree-
ment, no martter how sheort-lived. But
the rapid realisation by the Cuban
leaders of the impossibility of bringing
the Latin-American Communist par-
ties to accept a strategy of revolution-
ary struggle, which to them represen-
ted a vital necessity, led to new
confrontation: and to new conflicts,
the decisions of the. OLAS (Organi-
sation of Latin-American Solidarity)
conference being the logical culmina-
tion of this.

Beginning with last October,. the
struggle cntered 2 new stage—the
death of Che Guevara and the serious
setback suffered by the guerrillas in
Bolivia were immediately cynically
exploited by the bureaucrats of the
Communist parties. Backed by Mos-
cow, they launched a counter-attack
up and down the line. While the main
target of this offensive was obviously
the strategy for Latin America and
the conception of guerrilla war, domes-
tic Cuban policies also came under
fire, since the basic Castroist concepts
have continued to diverge from the
concepts in force in the USSR and
the European people’s bureaucracies
{as well as from the Chinese concepts,
moreover). The latter critigue was
partially facilitated by the difficulties
which the Cuban economy has un-
guestionably experienced and is doubt-
less going 10 experience, as long as the
present situation  exists of blockade
and isolation from the Latin-American
continent.

The report presented 16 the Central
Committe by Rail Castro provides

which, taken together, make up & co-
herent picture. Omne may question
various details, or even hold that cer-
tain criticisths made by Escalante were
not entirely unjustified; but it is indis-
putably evident from the document
that Escalante and bis Imnds wac
- of orienations .

A

aﬁw:' wder  Sovier - Anfluchce,
What s striking, morcover, o those
who recall other documents bearing
similar accusations is that the report
in question makes it possible 10 under-
stand very clearly that the opposition
ists had a rounded conception with its
own internal logic and that they even
set themselves quite concrete objectives
and that the report avoids resorting
to grotesque distortions and still less
to describing the persons aimed ar as
monsters inspired by the most abom-
inable designs. Here, very briefly, are
the main points of the Escalanie
group’s platform:

(I) The present ruling. group s fol-
lowing a line that is departing more
and more from that of the USSR,
which, as the country that has the
grearest responsibilities, must normally
play the leading role in the camp of
the socialist countries. Criticiums
levelled against the USSR must be
rejected, for example, in conmection
with aid te Viemam and its attitude
on the occasion of the crisis in the
Middle East, but also in connection
with its orientation in Latin America.
(Escalante criticised Fidel's speech of
26 July, 1966, on Seviet aid to Chile,
Brazil, eic, and held that Soviet in-
fervention in Latin America in this
field in reality dealt blows to imperial-
1sm. )

(2) The strategy of armed struggle
advanced by OLAS is adventurist and
does net correspond to the existing
objective and subjective situations.
The Cuban CP, in fact, is following
a2 “Trotskyist line of exporting the
Revolution.’

[(3) Among the leaders, and particu-

larly among seme of them, 2 tendency
clearly stands out of collaborating with
French capitalism, whose policies are
embellished. In connection with the
alleged relations with French imperial-
ism, the ‘ micre-fraccionistas® did not
hesitate to slander Régis Debray in a
foul way, attributing his expulsion
from the French Communist party to
links with the secret police of his
country.

(4) With regard to domestic policy,
the cconomy js suffering from in-
adequate planning. In agriculture, par-
ticularly in sugar production, abjec-
tives were set that cannot possibly be
attained. Erroneous concepts are ad-
vanced particularly in putting the em-
phasis on moral stimulants that de-
mand a level of consciousness among
the masses much higher than the
actually existing on¢. The unions are
however, of which the Cuban leaders

3 ol

e 1o <t chwmnn -
t ponihle Bul the  so-to-spe
* sociological * characrerisation applicd
10 the Fidelista leadership an o whale
was not any more flattering. Accord-
ing to the Escalanuss, the events of
1962 signified the defeat of the prole-
tarian tendency and the victory of a
petty-bourgeois tendency which, in the
final analysis, could lead to restoration
of the pre-1959 régime.

Raul Castro’s report is understandably
cautious in dealing with the relations
between the * microfraccién® and re-
presentatives of the USSR and other
workers states. Nevertheless there are
many explicit indications of the rela-
tions which Escalante and his group
maintained, whose political signifi-
cance cannot be doubted. The report
cites names and circumstances in a
precise way, and that these allega-
tions are well founded can scarcely
be doubted.

In conclusion, no doubt is possible as
1o the political meaning of the conflict
in the Cuban CP nor about the fact
that Escalante and his friends repre-
sented a faction, which, in agreement
with the pro-Soviet CPs, and in sup-
port of totally different concepts of
‘ revolutionary ’ strategy and the con-
struction of socialism, was carrying on
oppositional activity against the pre-
sent leadership team. The cleavage
around the Escalante affair inter-
nationally will thus once more follow
the already  established lines in the
world revolutionary and Communist
movement.

There is another aspect to the events,
themselves are most of all aware. Con-
demnation of Escalante’s peolitical
orientation does mnot automatically im-
ply unqualified approval of the method
adopted against him and his group.
In particular the fact that the Central
Committee’s political sanctions were
followed by penal sanctions provoked
and is still proveking comment that
that cannot be ignored. On the one
hand sincere revolutionists wonder
about the meaning of a measure that

 appears to be in contradiction with the

antibureaucratic concepts maintained
by the Cubans;: on the other hand, the
Stalinist and neo-Stalinist attorneys
claim that the Escalante trial only
confirms the incvitability of certain
methods.

It would be easy to show that no
analogy can possibly be drawn be-
tween what has eccurred in Cuba and
the tragic experiences which the USSR
and the people’s democracies under-
went respectively in the thirties and

not fulfilling their funciion of giving

m:«metmm!udmi

the fifties.

. i democratic lnd inter-
ﬁl{n‘:ﬂdht relationshy crimes  like

those charged against Fscalante would
be inconceivable and no one would
find it scceprable that the condemna
thon of & political orentation meant
judicial proceedings. But what  has
occurred must be judged in a concrete
context, one characterised by a war 10
the knife within the international
Communist movement itself, where
methods are currently being used that
have nothing to de with democratic
and revolutionary methods. It is suffi-
cient to recall here, by way of example,
the present employment of economic
blackmail and extortion, which in the
case of the conflict beiween China
and the USSR brought with it ex-
tremely grave consequences for the
Chinese people. The reference is not

- VY grievous repescussions
for the country, could lead Castio 1o

correct his attitude!

Let me add, finaily, that despite the
cantion  and reticence of the report
10 the Ceniral Comminee, it is clear
that Escalante and his group rtrans-
mitted confidential texts and docu-
ments, the knowledge of which could
be injurious to the interests of the
revolutionary government, and it is
not excluded that through their rela-
tions with the leaders of the Latin-
American Communist parties they
undertook actions prejudicial 1o the
struggle of the revolutionists on the
continent. It must not be forgotien
that in this field, 100, a ferocious bartle
continues 1o develop.

(4) In my opinion the circulation of
the documenis of other Communist

o Sopmpprre -y lf g Wy
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As for revolutionuries, particularly the
Latin-Americans, their sk s not 10
caune  unnecessary alarm  or  fean
their task is not to forget for a single
instant that the fate of Cuba will be
settled, in the final analysis, in the
field of revolutionary struggle in other
countries, particularly Latin-America.
It is by organising that struggle, it s
by carrying it forward 1o a victorious
outcome that one also participates in
practice in the struggle which the
Cuban revolutionists are carrying on
in their own country. By the same
token the possibility is increased thas
the Cuban régime will not be ruined
by the phenomena and tendencies

which led to the degeneration of other
revolutionary régimes.

A g

sue es la historia

ﬂ& Cuba sino

B 12 historia de

Ameriea Latina




L TH"  BLACK DWARF

ARAB

Although you are Egyptian, you
insist on speaking as an Arab mili-
tant. Why is that?

Never has the feeling of being Arab
shown itself as strongly as since
5 June (1967). As a result of the
June crisis, people from geographi-
cally distant places, who used to
see questions in terms of their
country’s separate parochial deve-
lopment, found themselves to be
Arabs,

For example, before June, Moroc-
can friends of mine spoke of
Mehdi Ben Barka as a tricontinen
tal hero, as a Third World mattyr,
a Moroccan martyr, but not as an
Arab. Today this is no longer
true, In Algeria, there used to be
a lot of talk about ‘Algeria's
special character . Today Algeria
defines itself as Arab.

The consciousness, or rather this
acquisition of consciousness, is be-
coming a reality today. I can cite
examples of meetings in Paris,
Aix-en-Provence, and elsewhere in
France in which I have taken part.
The participants in these meetings
no longer felt themselves to be
Egyptians, Yemenites, or Tunisi-
ans, etc., but Arabs, and they
approached questions as Arabs.

People used to talk about ® soli-
darity * with Palestine. Today that
is a thing of the past! They can
teel solidarity with the revolution-
aries in Bolivia but the problem
|they feel in connection with Pale-
stine is one of engaging in a fight.
How can we be of use to El Fatah?
That is how they pose the ques-
tion.

Why do you believe that tlns
_Ambm must be ampted?

A well-known Arab intellectual, Lotfallah Soliman began
his political life in the International League Against

1 Anti-Semitism in 1937. In 1946, he founded the Workers’
and Students’ Committee which participated in the
struggle against the régime of King Farouk. Following
the victory of the Algerian revolution over French
imperialism in 1962, he worked on the peper * El
Moudjahid.’ At present he lives in Paris where he

writes for the magazine ¢ Trois Continents.’

if not all of the Arab countries
and their view of the Palestine
problem. And this was true up to
5 June,

Before 5 June, El Fatah lost more
men to the Arab security forces
than to the Israeli security forces,
And even as recently as March
‘this year, King Hussein of Jordan
tried to act against El Fatah, He
was not able to do so because, in
the eyes of the Arab masses, El
Fatah represents the will not to
capitulate. - King Hussein’s own
apparatus did not respond to his
orders.

After two months and a new agres-
sion, the whole world could see
that dual power existed in Jordan,
On Friday March 22, it was the
militants of El Fatah, armed and
in uniform, who guarded the
approaches to the Karameh camp
and maintained security within it,
That same Friday, it was also the
commandos of El Fatah who car-
ried the coffins of the Karameh
victims to Amman. The dignitaries
of the Hashemite régime, were
obliged to follow the cortege; and
changing his mind after an interval
of only a few weeks, King Hussein
found himself compelled to declare
himself * the first of the Fedayeen’
Has this also had repercussions in
other Arab countries besides
Jordan?

The development of the Arab re-
sistance removed any inclinations
toward the compromise which
might otherwise have appeared in
the other neighbouring countries
and whzch did reveal uself fol-

REVOLUTION AND
CLASS STRUGGLE

American wing represented by
Zakaria Mohieddine would have
not been eliminated,

Lotfallah Soliman, you are the
author of an essay entitled * Trans-
fer of Guilt’ which deals with
shifting on to the Arabs the re-
sponsibility for the Hitlerite geno-
cide against the Jews.

This transfer of guilt is subjec
tively and ven unconsciously at
the root of the sympathy which
Israel has enjoyed in Europe, in-
cluding in progressive circles.

Do you think that Israel’s present
reprisals and its attacks on the
refugees can open their eyes today,
open their conscience?

Israel cannot attack the resistance
of the commandos without attack-
ing ‘the population and without
incurring the guilt of genocide.
But this fact is not new. Israel and
the Zionist movement in general
were always racist by nature. The

marily becavce they waniy
be s0. Such irrespons
ments have been madc
war, During the war ag:
Germany, [Ilya Ehrcub
“The only good Germans
Germans.'
means a reason 1o give up §
ing the Soviet Union &
Nazis.
We are agreed that Pal
belong to all those who
live there and are willi

ians. But there few v h
this idea in Israel. Th

numerous. i
In your essay published i
Temps Modernes’ you
before the June war that
by the Arab revolution

‘We want a State that will remain overwhelmmgly I

in character, composxtlon society, culture and splrl
ABBA EBAN, 28 January, If

Zionist movement knew nothing
of the Arabs’ existence and when
it discovered it, it realised that it
could not live except by getting
rid of them, that it is a question
of them or us.

During what they call the *wat
of independence ’, the Zionists and
the embryonic state of Israel con-
sciously pursued a policy which
could be termed genocide. But
instead of committing cold-blooded
murder like Hitler, they forced an
exodus,

From the outset, Israel pursued a
policy of liguidation; but instead
of making the Palestinian Arabs
into soap it made them into refu-
gees. There is not a great deal of
difference. Sociologically speaking
it is the same phenomenon. They
kept 250,000 Arabs—whose activi-
ties were kept under close surveil-
lance to assure their harmlessness

—just as the Americans kept some

tive of the revolutios

‘building Soewism:-'-?:a

stinian resistance can

speed this victory. But
you conceive of the victory
Arab revolution?

I must first define the ob
of the Arab revolution. I

international view of rey
a conception which flows |

analysis of the present s
capitalist development,
talist world market and tl
which govern it are a reality
laws can only be combal
replaced on a world sc:
these laws can be chang
nationally, the immedia

revolutions is to streng
international forces whi
replace these laws.

On the basis of this ana
I define the short- and i
ate term objectives of j
aries in the Arab coun
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" |and the people—grown cynical and

* | has been divorced from accuunlabi]}ly

It is acknowledged that the economy
has run down, the administration has
relapsed into a petrifying bureaucracy,

resigned—have come to turn their
backs on a political system which they
felt’ powerless to change. Despite a

huge and positive achievement of
socialisation, it is conceded there has
been tragic oppression, waste, apathy,
irrationality in handling the means of
production and distribution. Power

and rcsponslbd:xy
For those in power, responsibility was
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CZECHS MATED

DAVID MERCER

CZECHOSLOVAKIA IS EMBARKED upon a scrupulous and public re-exam-
’ | ination of its recent history, economy, political structure, the relations
between the Communist Party and the State, industry, social institutions
—every aspect of life in the country during the period 1948-1967.
Everything is in question, and the papers, radio and television are
playing a vital role in openly communicating what amounts to a running
debate about the past and the future to the Czech people.

deviously and mystifyingly evaded: for
the objects of power—the people—to
accept  responsibility was often to
become dangerously vulnerable to
those exercising power, and best
avoided. Above all the gulf berween
the ‘reality " alleged by the Party and
the actual reality experienced by the
Czech people became as obvious as
it was acute,

In April the Czech Communist Party
published an  Action Programme—a
formidable documem in which these
Questions are  exhaust

rather preoccupied with what is hap-
pening here.” Understandably, it seems
amazing 10 many of them that what
they see as material affluence could
have such a bloody and bloody-minded
outcome. Cuba? ‘That is not social-
ism.” China? ' They couldn’t get away
with that except in their own condi-
tions of total and universal poverty. . .
Czechoslovakia? 'We have to proceed
on a basis of material incentives. Egali-
tarianism is a futile myth. Don’t come
from Western Europe saying you are
a Marxist, and criticise us for wanting
things. . .

Indeed, the Action Programme itself
says at one point; We are for the
sk1llcd, the talented, the hard-work-
ing.' At this point the Czech view be-
gins to sound more like the techno-
politicians of the West than anything
else. Tough luck on the unskilled; the
untalented and the ‘lazy.' On the basis
of public ownership—consumer Com-
munism. The sense of demoralisation
“and failure seems {o rest, not on some
ical analysis of the per-

nition that Socialism has not d
the goods like Caplta.hsm
lem has not worked.' It must
to ‘work '—but the criteria
appear to be not those of
ising human relationships, they .
values of technological efficiency «
ating under the fait accompli o

' | ownership in a climate of s

revolution. This is curiously
by Lhe absence (due o

ditions of criticism w‘mch in ;hﬁ
have contributed to the i
of public myths and m
post-Freudian  psycholog:
Marcusian pessimism and so on.
The revulsion of a minority of
pean youth for their world of
toys, the playground of the
cratic idiots and their time-
the profiteering patrons, the
tion of roles for lives
gmc&s Ior nccds-:his )
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Arab revolu-
tion, There are c!a#scs in the Arab
countries which live off the exis-
ting fragmentation, which want to
maintain the status quo, and which
profit from it. But taken separately
our countries cannot be indepen-
dent.

You mention El Fatah. Could you
tell me what this organisation is?
Ei Fatah is the reversed initials of
‘ Palestinian  Liberation Move-
ment’ (HTF in Arabic).

El Fatah and its paramilitary or-
ganisation El Assifah were created
well before the 5 June war with the
aim of liberating occupied Pale-
stine. As an organisation, El Iatah
arpse around 1963-64, El Assifah
began its activities toward the end
of 1964 or the beginning of 1965.
Initially, its objective was to pre-
vent the Palestinian problem from
being forgotten or from being used
simply. as a political pawn by vari-
ous Arab countries.

The instructions which were given
to the commandos told them never
to attack the Jewish population.
At the beginning, El Fatah worked
by infiltration, since the Arab pop-
ulation had largely been driven
from the Iraeli-occupied territory.
Israel based itself on the principle
that the Palestinian problem had
been completely eliminated. Pale-
stine was wiped off the map! It
was replaced by Israel and Jordan,

lowing the June war. More pre-
cisely, there was in my opinion a
cause-and-effect relationship be.

tween the development of the re-

“ It lies upon the people’s shouldei's to prepare for the war,
but it lies upon the Israeli army to carry out the fight with
the ultimate object of erecting the Israeli Empire.’

' MOSHE DAYAN, 12 February, 1952,

the latter being only an outgrowth
of Transjordan, which moreover
had itself been carved out of Pale-
stine by a British decision. Having
become refugees, the Palestinian
Arabs were to be both absorbed
and policed by the countties in
which they took refuge.

This was the Israeli view; but it
mist be said that cerigin Arab
countries fook the same view of
this problem. El Fatah was created
precisely to remind both of them
that a national community cannot
be wiped off the map by a decision
of alien authorities.

By reminding them of the exis-
terice of the Palestinian commun-
ity, El Fatah found itself in con-
flict with these countries, so that
it had not only to combat Israsl
and the Isracli view but also some,

—

fact that the present government,
which constitutes a radical élite,
was not completely representative
of the society. It is apparent that
there are pressure groups in Syrian
society, the bourgeois and mer-
chant classes, which helped by the

| June defeat, had regained sufficient

strength to challenge the team in
power. There is no doubt that the
growth of the resistance caused
these groups to lose ground. They
can no longer offer any opposition
except by wearing a false mask, by
presenting themselves as being
even more intrasigent; and this is
the phenomenon which is nccurr-
ing. . ;

In Egypt, there 1s a possibility that
if the resistance had not developed
at the rate it has Nasser would

sistance movement and the radical-
isation in the UAR and Syria.

In the case of Syria, it is a clear
Indians on reservations,

Today, the policy is the same but
the situation is different because
Israel had ‘inherited’ Arab-occu-
pied territories. In these circum-
stances, the resistance cannot but
be a popular phenomenon. [he
only way to eradicate it is 1o attack
the people. Thus, this genocide
will continue.

This year on 10 April 1968, we
commemorated the twentieth an-
niversary of the massacre of Dmir
Yassin, a Palestinian village where
women, old people, and children
were massacred along with able-
bodied men. This Palestinian
Oradour had the same objective
as its historic predecessor in the
rise of the term °genocide’, for-
cing the people to flee by a few
such small operations.

Where will the struggle to liber-
ate Palestine end? You know that
in Europe this struggle has often
been understood as a holy war to
* drive the Jews into the sea.’ Cer-
tain statements by Palestinian lea-
ders like Shukeiry have been

‘quoted in this regard.

bave had to yield and the pro-

Many of vs fought against Shu-

i v

keiry. You know that today he no
longer heads the Palestinian Libet-

psychological role, But this is pri-
consider impossible except on a
world-wide basis—but as strength-
ening those forces which in power

laws. Thus, in short—and mid-
term, the objectives I attribute
to the Arab revolution and to Arab
revolutionaries are those of anti-
imperialist struggle. _
You must not simply declare your-
self anti-imperialist.  You must
combat the economic and political
interests of imperialism in the
region in practice, It is impossible
to call yourself anti-imperialist and
at the same time defend or plead
neutrality toward the oil interests
or the Arab groups or social clas

perialistic interests,

If the Arab feudalists and bourg-
eois layers could successfully lead
the struggle against imperialism, I
would be ready to consider them
sincere and honest anti-imperialist)
forces. But they are incapable of
this because their interests are
bound up with those of the impez-

ialists. Arab revolutionaries can|

ation Organisation, It is true that
these threats had a wvery great

or position seek to combat these

ses which profit from these im-|

lcombat  imperialism  effectively
only by successfully struggling
against the Arab allies ol these
interests,

| Therefore, alter defining the ob-
jectives of the Arab revolution, we
can come back to the question of
its nature, and say what its charac-
teristics will be: that it will be
Arab, becavse it will be a popular
revolution; it will be unifying,
because it will be opposed to the
classes which live off the present
fragmentation; and it will be soci-
alist, because in opposing imperia-
lism and the interests linked to it.

[it will challenge the laws governing

‘the capitalist system and world
market.

When I say that possibilities exist
for the victory of the revolutionary
forces in Egypt and Syria and in
certain other Arab regions, this
is precisely because in the histori-
cal development of the class strug-

|gle in these countries over the last

twenty years the process of elim-
linating the Arab allies of the im-
perialist interests has been begun
with a certain success. This suc-
cess is still not complete, however,
and that is why I have not spoken

Jof victory but only of possible

victory,

| nomic forces;

be removed from the sphere of ab-
stract directives and submitted to the
actual necessities of interplaying eco-
independence of the
Judiciary; conlinement of security
operations to real questions of state
security, and their debarring from
issues of opinion and personal liberty
in speech, writing and general cultural
activities; Parliament to have a real
and concrete function, being the uldi-
mate responsible body and not a
rubber-stamp fiction,

These and many other problems are
submitted to a searching, honest and
sophisticated reappraisal, There e
relatively few lapses into disingenue v-
ness, and if the terrors and failures of
the past tend to be skimmed over,
the document has none the less that

strong  flavour of being ‘forward
looking * and practical which is fami-
liar in genuine reformist thinking.

From it one may conclude that

Czechoslovakia is in for
crease in personal liberty,

a huge in-
freedom of

expression, and cconomic flexibility.
The ‘'period of darkness’ as the
Czechs call it, has been flooded with
light and exposed 1o judgment, A

combination ‘of cconomic disaster. in-

| tellectual dissent, student protest and

Slovakian nationalism, has brought
new men forward who seem 1o intend
to stay. The 'conservatives' (ossified
Old  Guard, Stalinists, careerists,
bureaucrats) by one of those paradoxes
of Socialist countries, look .to the
workers for support. The workers,

thev contend. will soon come to realise

they havent had it so bad—and when
the reorganisation and general up-
heaval begins, they had better look
out. Also, they foment hostility to-
wards .'Prague intellectuals’ whom
they accuse of preparing 1o sell out the
achievements of the revolution, thus
invoking suspicions and atagonisms
with deep historical roots.

So far the conservatives are losing
ground. The despised intellectuals
have gone out to the factories to
explain themselves; the ugly record
of the past twenty years is aired
for all to witness; week by week
on television the tragic victims of
police repression and the arbitrary
violence of the Party, confront
their former guards and prosecu-
tors. This last is possibly the most
moving and sombre indictment to
which any communist party has
exposed itself, and the proceedings
display a dignity and humility rare
enough on the part of officialdom
in any. society.

The difficulty is to relate events in
Czechoslovakia to the evolution of re-
volutionary  thought in Western
Burope. At a teception in Karlovy
Vary I heard a tired-looking woman
official say to someone: 'But—I've
been in France recently. They have
everything they want. I don’t under-
stand what those students are on about
. . Often, when asked about the May
Barricades in Patis, Czechs will shrug

wryly—and perhaps sav: “We are

enced a crisis which has shaken the old bourgeois
society from top to bottom. In the space of a few
days the struggle of the students, then of the work-
ing class, has smashed to smithereens the ‘ stability ’
of a society that was said to be ‘ bourgeoisified ’ for
ever.

In the space of a few
days, the workers who were said to be satisfied by
the consumer society, occupied their factories,
locked up their bosses, and demonstrated for the
overthrow of Guallism. De Gaulle’s ‘ strong ’ regime
was paralysed and for three weeks unable to react.

It owed its survival only
to the reformist political and trade union organisa-
tions which accepted elections as the solution to the
crisis, while the real power was to be found in the
factories and in the streets.

Work has been resum-
ed, but the worker and student vanguard is refusing
to capitulate and has decided to continue the fight.

_ After May 1968 things
will never be the same, not only in France, but in all
the countries of western Europe. :

It has been proved that
bourgeois society can and must be overthrown, not
only in the ‘ underdeveloped ’ countries, but in the
advanced capitalist countries.

To do that we must re-
inforce the vanguard, and notably the JEUNESSE
'COMMUNISTE REVOLUTIONNAIRE, which
today kindles the revolutionary struggle while the
traditional parties of the working class have failed.

We must immediately pro-
vide it with financial solidarity to permit it to cope
with the repression which is being prepared, and to
extend its activities.

Meet this appeal! Set
up a fund! Send us the maximum aid possible!

Solidarity  with
fighting students and workers of France!

the

The National Committes of the
JEUNESSE COMMUNISTE
REVOLUTIONNAIRE

Send. donations to:
RENATE PRINCE,
c/o BLACK DWaRF, 7, Carlisle S1, WL

9 June, 1968,




Heroin Heroes

SOME FUSS has been kicked up in a
few (a2 very few) newspapers over a
report that Vice-President Nguyen
Cao Ky of Seuth Vietmam, the erst-
vihile premier.. once smuggled some
opum from Laos to Saigen while
working for the CIA.

The report. writien by an Americap
who wis on the scene, was loaned to
the Associated Press by a Senate sub-
commitiice on foreign aid expendi-
tures with the word that it is con-
sidered  * highly reliable.” It deals
with the flying of saboteurs inte
Marth Vicinam in 1963 and 1964, ap
eposation  in which the CIA used
some Vieinamese' air erews.

Ky ar the time was commander of
the air force, and, the repert says.
‘Colonel Ky took advaniage of his
situation to fly opiom from Laeos to
Saigon. Of course the ClA removed
Colonad Ky, . .

Sure they did. Ifs not casy 1o defend
the swashbuckling admire  of FHlitler
apd virtual dictator of South Viet-
nam, and of course twoe wrongs don't
make a right—bmt #f Ky dide't
smuggle opium when he was flying
for the CIA, there are a great many
ether pilots who de net share his
scruples. : )
@piom 15, and has been for years, the
largest export item from Laos, where

it is the principal cash crop of the Meo'

whao migrated to northern Laos from
China a cenfury or so age.

a thing as the Indochina Governmem
General, abeur 15 per cent of its in-
come came from. the French near-
monopoly i opium. 'Teday the Meo
opcrate a hittle differently, with fewer
middlemen:in Bangkok anu Vientiane;
instead, they use the CIA.

The -South-¢ast Asia drug trafhickers
are a heterogenous lot Theres a
band of old colonial Furopeans who
have ‘somchow survived, thev are
headed by a Corsican pirate. There
are Chinese merchamts m Bangkok
and in the north of Thaland I'hae s
that nororious gang of old Kuomun
tang soldiers who ook up iesidence
in the atea ears ago, afier an ill-tared
CIA adventure m Chinr’s Yiinnan
provinge: these Chinese still maintain
their own arstrips.

At least until recently, stafi members
of the Internationa! Conirol Commis-
sion in Laos (Canadians, Indians and
Poles) were dealing themselves pieces
of the opium action top, fiving around
in whire helicoprers without hindiance.
Today, though, the trafiic s mostly
Amencan—to the disgust of Euro
peans and others in Vientane and
Banglkok who have been squeezed out.
Dotted about the hills of Laos are
more -than 150 * ATD prejcets’ so
named because ostensibly it’s the
Agency tor International Development
that runs the - operations.. Rice is
droppsd—azlong with radio equipment,
guns, ammunition, srenades and gold

Back in the days when there was such | —by the ClA’s Air America, or by

Continental Air Service, a subsidiary
of Continental Airlines which is under
contract to the CIA.

Many of the * AID projects’ are Meo
villages—the Meo rarely live below
3,500 fect—and when CIA pilots
bring in ammunition, thev sometimes
take oul epium. Because a number of
middlemen are eliminated, the pilois
pay more than the Meo used 10 get
(and that n mn, means  bigger cut
for Meo leaders and Lao officials).
Payment is usually made in gold bars,
sometimes in dollars or precious
sTones

One hoadred kilo barrels of raw
opium are diflicult to hide even for the
CIA, but on an island in the Mekong
River 1s a tactory run bv an Austrian
where the opium is refined ro the pow-
dery morpane base which takes up
only a tenth of the space. Air America
flies it vo the giant United States base
at Nakhon Phanom in Thailand. 1o
Chieng Mai, Bangkek, - Danang,
Saipon. It never leaves the loading
area ol the air base; the harmless-
looking suitcases or crates move from
one aircraft to anether, shutiling to-
ward their ultimate destination (with
money changing hands at every siep)
via Taiwan or the Philippines fo
Hong Kong or Singapore, where it is
turned into lLieroin.

There are reports that heroin itself is
now being manufactured in Laos: if
so, our heroes are making just that
much more money.

ON FROM SUKARAO

thousands rendercd homeless. Large

Predictably, the massacre of communists and their sympathisers in

Indonesia since the army coup in October 1965 has failed to extirpate

communism. On the contrary. The

Communist Party of Indonesia (PKI),

rudely and painfully disabused of its constitutionalist illusions, has

turned and fought back. Since the major policy statement issued by the

pri Central Committee ‘somewhere in Central Java®’ on 17 August,

1966 (21st anniversary of the Indemesian declaration of independence)

Maoist armed struggle has been ihe official Party line.

Circumstances are not unpropitious,
Indonesia is a huge archipelago,
sprawling more than three thous-

and miles along the Equator. [.ogis-

tical problems are immense. The
inland reaches of the biggest
islands, especially Kalimantan
(Borneo) afford the kind of seclu-
sion and inaccessibility required by
base areas. The country has sound
revolutionary  traditions, Peasant
uprisings were frequent during
Dutch rule, cdlminating in the PRI~
led revolts of 1926-7 in West Java
and West Sumaira. The struggles
against Japanese occupation and for
independence against the Duich
after the war gave further valuable
experience of guernlla war.

Before ils decimanon, the PRI &

estimated to have between 16 and

20 million supporiers in Indonesia

time 10 time.

The economic situation has not
improved significantly since the
army lake-over. Mass demonsira-
tions against high rice prices and
food shortages were staged in
Dijakarta in January and February
this year. Hunger oedema has been
reported as widespread in Java and
| neighbouring islands where popu-
lation is dense and presses on the
over-worked soil. Eighteen million
urban and rural are unemployed.
Aid from America and an inter-
national capitalist consortium  has
benefited the elites rather than rthe
[people. Foreign  investors have
moved back in; London Sumatra
'f_'{antalions, for  example, have
resumed 70,000 acres. Naturally,
renewed investment has its parall-l
SN & oo R e T R

numbers fled to the Chinese guar-
ters of the main cities, but thous-

ands were rounded up by the
authorities and incarcerated in con-
centration camps in Nedan, Ponu-
anak and other ports, allegedly for
eventual repatriation 10 China. In
Kalimantan, the Chinese were par-
ticularly militant, and on both sides
of the border between the Indo-
nesian and Malaysian parts of
Borneo, left-wing armed groups
have been active for vyears. Since
the bloody pogrom conducted in
November last year, in which at
least 100 Chinese were slain and
40,000 driven from their homes, the
entire Chinese population of Borneo
—over a million altogether in
Sarawak, Sabah and Kalimantan —
must be regarded as potential
opponents of the Suharto regime.
Following violent repression in Java,
local Chinese have been reported as
fighting back, parading with Mao
badges and Maoist slogans n
Kediri, Malang, Probolinggo, Pasu
ruan, Bondowoso, Situbondo, Pana
rukan and Besuki, and attempiing
to scize arms from local deiach-
ments of the armed forces.

Piecing 1ogether the early history

of a people’s liberation war 1s not !

easy. News is naturally sparse and
often unreliable. The official agen

cies Suppress as inuch as possible. |

won more votes than any eother
party in Central Java and came
second in East Java. In most of the
major towns the PKI emerged with
absolute majorities—this was the
case  in  Semarang, Surabaya
Madiun, Magelang, Malang and
Surakarta, for example. Attempis
by the peasantry to enforce the
paper provisions of the 1960 Share-
cropping and Basic Agrarian Laws
were also most persistent in this
area, notably in the peasant rising
in Djengkol, Kediri district. D N
Aidit, former secretary of the pxi,
was shot near Surakarta, Central
Java, on the 22 November, 1965,
having fled to this area in an
attempt to set up a base area in the
Klaton and Bojolali region.

With this in mind, one may better
appraise the scattered reports of the
Ki-led armed struggle in ]ﬁua in
the last two years. Armed actions
to kidnap and execute local land-
lords and reactionary officials have
been reported from the neighbour-
hoods of South Malang, South
Blitar, Tulungagung, Badjonegoro
and Kediri. Clashes with security

\forces have oceurred in addition

in Ngawi, Malang and Banjuwangi,
according to recent reports. If is
assumed that the PKI is trying to
establish a base ared in the 'southers

border region of East and Central

Java.

; . "
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ments have been continuously dis
verted to West Kalimantan, the
focus of the rebellion, from eclsgs
where, notably from North Suma

According 1o official estimites, m
number of armed guerrillas is small

it is claimed. Butr this has been
quité enough 1o cause the authorls
ties great trauble dnd concern. The
crack Indonesian Siliwangi Division

and in March top military comes
manders met in Djakarta 10 di
intensification of pacification. The
American troops engaged in ' adviss
ing * and modernising the Indomess
ian armed forces clearly have &
familiar role to play in all this.

The West Kalimantan lighuing I8
apparently commanded by Sofian, &
PKI leader, now said to have hig
base in the Mt. Slabu region. Clashs
¢s have been reported from Baig
Hitam,  Bengkajang, Sengkung,
Melantjeu, Benua Martinus, Same=
bas Seluas, Sanggau, Singkawang
and elsewhere. Preparation for the
struggle appears 1o have been
thorough. Rice supplies have been
cached in a score or so of semis
permanent training areas in the
region between and behind Sambag
and Pontianak, centring on Mt
Niut, which is in a range which

wak, Such supplies in remote and
inaccessible places would seem 9
indicate support among the local
peasantry. In the jungle the guerrils
las have also been able themselves
to clear land and to grow crops.

In contrast, the security forces em=
counter serious logistical problems,
Roads are virtually non-existent,
and there are too few Russian heli-
copters as yet to give the army the
mobility it needs if it is to cope with
the rebellion. Government troops
may take many days 1o reach sug=
pect arcas, running short of food,
medicine and other supplies on the
way. Most of the regular troops dige
like the Borneo jungle, which ig
unfamiliar to them. In carrying out
teprisals against villages thougt
to be harbouring or supplying
rebels, the government forces alien=
ate the general population by burn=
ing down houses etc. To prevent
the guerrillas making use of sanc=
tuary in Sarawak, the Indonesian
authorities try to work closely with
Malaysian security forces across the
border. After an ambush by 500
liberation fighters some 60 kilom=
etres from Bengkajang town at the
end of November, 1967, the sccurity
forces realised they were up against
well-armed guerrillas equipped with
automatic weapons; heavy mortars,
and other sophisticated equipment,
and well-entrenched in mountain-
ous country advantageous to them.
'In a raid on Singkawang town,
guerrillas got away with more than

LW o mi i e i i temiene

vacated by the rebels and oceupied
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—somewhere between 700 and 2,000

has been sent against guerrillasg

stretches over the border into Saras

200 pew automatic weapons. Bases
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ONE LESS

the US authorities.

MARINE, ONE MORE MAN

rry Whitmore is one of a group of American soldiers who deserted
vm the US Army while in Japan. The organisation which helped
m and others escape to Stockhelm is BEHEIREN —understandably
ough it is loathed more than any other pro-deserter organisation

y name is Terry Whitmore, T am 21 years of age. I was born ir
emphis, Tennessce. Tennessee is in the Southern part of the State
t I'm very proud of Memphis; until the early part of this year
emphis has never had any racial conflicts. I have an average size
gro American family, three brothers and two sisters.

my Elementary School days, I
s taught te henour and leve my
untry )I must add here, that I was
ight very well because I did and
I} - do). High School was very

ich the same way, learning about

r Government and its function,
d our great and long glorious
10ry, learning and reading also
out her great wars, wars that my
hers and countrymen fought and
:d in, and it was all for my free-
m. [ enfranchise on the words
y freedom used in this statement,
cause of the fact, that's just what
was, my forefathers died bravely
d sacrificed their lives for Our
ation, and all"who opposed our
edom. Also in High School I
ayed a very important part in the
100l NDCC programme  (National
fence - Cadet Corps). I was a
ympany Commander, and wore
oudly the rank of a Captain.
1ere 1 learned about my country’s
litary tactics, learning that it was
e most powerful the world had
er known.

y senior year was the best of
. I played active parts in such
panisations as the Student Coun-
, senior debating team, players’
ide, art club, football team and
. npee Officer. Also that year 1
wted 1o venture off and read and

irn more about me, The Black

an. After learning my history and
1ere I stood in American Sociery,
then began to realise that no

of the so-called land of the free,
but the grounds of the battleficld

for me The Black Man.

During this time, I also read of
another batdeficld in the jungles of
a foreign country named Viet-Nam.
On the 1V and newspapers the
Government spoke loudly and pro-
tested that the aggressors (North
Vietnamese) were opposing free-
dom. 3

Scen after graduation, I received
a letter from my Sclective Service,
asking me to report for my physi-
cal. I received another long letter
from the armed forces after this,
which gave me the choice of vol-
unteering now or being drafted
later. So under these circumstances
I was inducted voluntarily into the
US Marines.

After receiving my orders to Viet-
nam, I felt it would be an honour
to serve for my country, for I was
told the war’s for freedom and also
on receiving orders, I did the way
I was taught, do now and ask ques-
tions later.

With this kind of background, you
may ask yourself the question,
“Why did he desert?” Only by
reading my experience in Vietnam
you will find the answer.

For six long months, 1 fought in
the fearsome jungles and hill-tops
of Vietnam and during my stay .l
must admit, I killed and destroyed
and burnt everything in my path.
My unit of fighting men was

ugerdidlwzlkonthegmumhgmwddymmmnd
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the ages of 18 to 21. My Com.
manding officer was out for revenge
after losing a brother in the con-
flict. After his arrival within a
period of two weeks the young men
were turned into a mob of blood
hungry animals.

There was no time to think, for
every day was filled with fearsome
fighting, and at night the sky was
filled with rockets and missiles
searching out the enemy on both
sides. From 1 October to 15 No
vember, my unit moved north, bat-
tling its way from Quang Tyi to
the pmMz. By 1 December we had
carned the name Bouncing Brave’s
murderers. Then came the big test
for the unit, a 32 tour of Con Thien.
During this time Con Thien was
the most fearful spot known to the
us Marines. Marines often referred
to it as the God forsaken hill. I
spent 27 days at Con Thien, 27
days I'll never forget. Every day
the enemy hit with 100 1o 200, 105
and 106 rounds. Every day we lost
men. Some of the men got used to
the bombing. Some didn’t care
whether they lived or died. But all
the men, even me, had it in their
hearts to kill. i

Finally on 15 December my com-
pany was on patrol when we tan
into a large force of nva. Before we
could move out the enemy spotted
us, forcing us to fight. My Platoon
was then cut off from the rest of
company. The enemy laid a perfect
ambush, which sent the men tumb-
ling to the ground. Only two of us
were able to get up. Afterwards 1
heard the cries of my Commanding
Officer calling my name. Without
thinking of the danger I rushed out
in the open to his side. The enemy
had a clear view of me and could
have taken my life very easily, but
he didn’t, Why? After picking the
wounded officer up, he was shot
again by the enemy. Still nevsr
hitting me. Why? I managed to get
him. to safety. But the cries and
pleas of other wounded men pinned
down filled my ears. Three buddies

.t‘. it a million were

o
death under army supervisiony ind
some 200000 imprisoned in over-
crowded jails and pestilential gon-
centration camps,  But clearly! an
imporunt reservoir of sUpport. re-
mains. Morcover, the armed [

are by no means united in thelr
support for the right-wing cligue
of President Suharto and General
Nasution (between whose respect
ive followers there are also differ-
ences). The pr1 had many sympa-
thisers among the junior ranks ol
the army; in the air force, and n
the marines (kko). In the ares ol
Malang, East Java, 330 troops were
reported in March this year 1o have
gone over, officers and men, to_.fl.ﬁ:
people’s liberation units operating
in the region, taking their arms and
other equipment with them. Sim-
lar defections are reported from

are nevertheless hended by a colonel
who, in the words of The Times
(8 July, 1968), ‘. . . is an experi-
enced veteran of Special Forces and
counter-insurgency in Asia’. Such
i brazenly neo-colotial sét-up s
ceriain to provoke resentment and
resistance, especially in 4 -country
like Indonesia with its  450-year
experience of colonialism,

Finally, in catnloguing the objective
factors in the present situation in
Indonesia, something must be sad
about' the  Chinese. About three
milhon ‘ethnic Chinese are resident
in_the country, of whom over

million are citizens of the Chinese

People’s  Republic. During the
slaughter of communists, anti
Chinese  pogroms  were  also

launched. Many were killed, and

wounded men when a vast enemy
cul across us.

Again 1 was in perfect range for
the enemy, All three men were hit
All three were white. J was not.

I was mnot hit.

Why? But 1 didn’t have ume 1o
think about it. I had to get the rest
of the men to safety. A corpsman
came up 10 help us with a wounded
man who was hit bad and we had
to get him out fast. A buddy helped
me to pick him up. We had run
about five feet when the enemy cut
my buddy down. Again I was not
hit. Why? Still no time to think for
the cries of the rest were louder.
With only a 45 pistol I started back
in the action to get my wounded
buddies. After going about 20 yards
I found one very close buddy, but
1 was too late for him; he was dead.
But there were still more and 1 had
10 get them. There was six more
w get out, two of which were hit
bad. Myself and a buddy went to
get them. The enemy had them
well pinned down. My buddies and
I managed to get behind a large
rock to focus the enemy’s atiention
on us, while the six men got ouL
By this time help had come from
Con Thien. Men and tanks were
moving in and jets circled the air
waiting the go sign to drop their
bombs. A tank was spotied by ths
enemy, moving down to pick up
the wounded. The enemy then
started to open up with 60 and
82mm. mortar rounds trying to
knock out the tank. But by this time
the tank had picked up the woun-
ded and was ready to move out.
At this ime a mortar round fell no
mote than four feet from me, pick-
ing me and slamming me into the
rocks. I was unable to move. My
buddy was hit too but not bad. He
yelled for the tank to come and get
us. But the tank pulled off and left.
The jets were given the signal to
bomb despite the fact that two of
us were still down and wounded.
For 45 minutes or so powertful

bombs were dropped no moge than

mdnyuﬂstwdwuamdthj

30 yards from ws. While 1 Jaid pray-
ing I said to myself if 1 made ir
out. of this one I would NEVER
come back 1o another one. And
thank God I did make it out after
about three or four hours. A com-
pany of men came down to get us
I was rescued and ransferred 10 2
hospital. That was the last time 1
was on a battlefield and it will stay

IS HELL

what Vietnam does.

you're crazy if you would.

the last.

On boarding the aircraft to Japan
my heart tingled with joy on think-
ing 1 was leaving Viemam, but
better than that! I knew that 1
would never return.

While in the hospital at Cam Ranh
Bay, President Johnson awarded
me the Purple Heart and Bronze

Star for my actions in batile. I was
treated like a real here, but deep

1 M, o v
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5 eorld What follows
has been culled from Western
officinl Indonesian, and rr1 sources
availuble 10 me.

In Juva resistance has been strong
esl in the East and Central Regions.
The vx1 has solid roots here
Although the Party took an am-
biguous stance at the time the arm»
took power—hoping to be saved
from extinction by  President
Sukarno’s intercession —armed re
sistance did occur in East and
Central Java as soon as persecution
began It was in this area that the
1948 communist rising had taken
place, starting in Sorakarta, and
centering on Ngawi and Ponorogo,
villages on the outskirts of Madiun.
In the national elections of 1955
and the local elections of 1957 the
PRI vote was heavily concentrated
here; on the latter occasion the px1

down me the big question WHY
was still there. Why didnt the
enemy shoot me when he had so
many chances? Why? Why did he
shoot my white buddies and let me
go? Was it because he knows that
the black man has as hard a time
as he does? Did he kmow I was
being forced to fight him, and did
he know that when I got home, 1

To my fellow American Servicemen:

Some of you may label me a coward or some kind of ‘ist” Well I'm
not any “IST* and I'm not a coward. It takes more guts and balls to
say no, NO! Pve been there ONCE and I had to DESERT 1o keep
from going back and listen 10 me fellows, I know what it’s like. WAR

As yourself. Why are we fighting in the Nams. Vietnam is having a
family problem, between the North and the South. When we had a
family problem (the Civil War), Vietnam didn’t come and interferc
because it wasn't their business. Just like this, it’s none of our business

The Government and military Leaders tell us that the war is for
freedom. If the conflict was for our freedom, B52s would not drop
more than one- and two-hundred pound bombs, and I wouldn’t just
carr: an MI6 but everything I could get my hands on, and you would
too. If, the war was for our freedom! So I say if Seuth Vietnam
wants to fight, let them go ahead. If you had a friend that got into a
fight with his brother, would you fight his battle? I wouldn’t and

Some of you have nothing to do with the war. But I know you have
sémc relatives or buddies that do, that are right now laying in some
mud hole or yelling for help. He’s a long way off you can’t help him
but you can bring him home. I know that it is hard to take individual
actions. But you can form groups and help the fellows in the Nams:
bring them home. And for those of you that are engaged in activity on
the battlefields, I would advise you to do © likewise > and follow me and
hundreds of others, and remember it takes guts TO GO but it takes
balls to say NO. Anybody can have guts but only a man has balls.

would still be fighting a war? Did

‘HE know this? I have often won-

dered!

After being in hespital for 71 days
I had ample time to think what I
had done and what J had been in.
I knew by now that the man 1 had
once hated, killed his people and
burned his homes, I could never
fight again,

‘‘‘‘‘ 5 7"_‘{&',“"[‘_,*’1 (!

and Sumatra, In April this vear,
52 members of the armed forces
were arrested and charged with
plotting to set up ah underground
communist cell in South Sumatra.
But it is trom the huge island of
Kalimantan that reports of PKI
armed struggle have been most per-
sistent and substantial. Here great
stretches of dense jungle and moun-
tain favour the guerrillas. Both sides
claim major victories in the fighting
that has taken place, and the num-
bers involved indicate that this is
one location where the situation is
well developed and, for the govern-
ment, serious. In October last year,
four months after the struggle had
officially been admitted to exist, a
clash in which 150 guerrillas were
reported  killed took place on
Merabu mountain, near Bengkajan
town. Government troop reinforce-

tion but that the guerrillas ‘are !
pared for a long, long struggle. It is
for these reasons that a certain
amount of alarm at the deteriora-
ting situation has been expressed in
the official Indonesian press this
year. Recently the revolt has spread
1o East Kalimantan, guerrilla groups
having been engaged near Kerajan
and Longawan.

With "the economy continuing to
stagnate and with millions of com~
munists nursing vengeance against
a regime which put so many of their
comrades to death, President
Suharto cannot ignore the rising
tide of armed resistance. In this
context, the presence of an Ameri-
can ‘defence liaison group’® has
sinister and foreboding connota-
tions.

MALCOLM CALDWELL,

Workers and soldiers of the

world

ANDY STAPP is a twenty-four-year-old
New Yorker (originally from Philadel-
phia) who just did two years in the
Army. Or, rather, he would have done
two years, except that three weeks be-
fore his time was up they booted him
out for violating AR604-10, which
deals with ‘ subversion and dialoyalt-y.‘
They 1ok Stapp into the Army de-
spite the fact that he burned his draft
card at Penn State University in 1965
and was busted in Washington during
a peace demonstration th: same year.
Probably they didn’t expect that once
at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, he could do
much. With the help of a few radical
New Yorkers who went to Oklahoma
to join him, Andy organised the
American Servicemen’s Union. He
“has an unofficial
membership of about twe million,
because that’s how many guys are be-
ing pushed around in the Army.” More
officially, the union now has organisers
on 10 or 15 Army bases in addition to
Fort Sill.

says the union

The union’s demands are for a
minimum wage, enlistees’ control
of courtsmartial, election of officers,

an end to racism in job training and
job assignment, and the release of
political prisoners now in the glass-
house (there are at least 100 Army
personnel being held for anti-war
activities). They also demand
recognition of the right to disebey
an order unlawful under Nurem-
berg decisions—specifically, the

unite !

right to refuse orders 10 go to
Vietnam.

As if that weren’t enough, Stapp went
around telling his fellow soldiers that
he’s a communist (he says He doesn’t
win the Communist Party ' because
‘it's a liberal organisation®), and—
cven worse—convincing them that
they ought 10 be radicals to0o. * They
had to move 15 guys out of one artil-
lery unit because of political acrivity
in June of 1967, he reports.

It took them a full field hearing and
two courts-martial 10 nal him,
mostly because his buddies wouldn
testify against him. At his last irial,
wild and open affair in which th
Army even brought in HUAC stand-
by Helen Gittings to provide testi=
mony on the Red Menace, a pasade
of Stapp’s fellow enlistees  testifie
that they were Marxists and com~
munists toe and couldn’t see any-
thing wrong with what he was deing,
But they got him (one item of evi=
dence was a photograph of thé con-
tents of his footlocker, which they
broke into; it included copies of pub-
lications by Marx and Lenin, radical
periodicals like PL, Challenge, Parti-
san and Workers World and a cwplg
of copies of Ramparts), and Stapp i#
now editing * The Bond,’ a radicsl ¥ui
lication for servicemen, in New Yo
Ciry.

What Andy Stapp remembers
about his: Army career Is his w
(Dierdre Stapp is, and was before her
marriage, editor of Partisan). The

St

‘officer in charge of military  intelli~
-gence at Fort Sill was on hand, and
after the wedding was asked ques-
tions about why it took place. *This

is obviously,” the officer: said, ‘a
political merger—like a marriage be
tween a DuPont and a Ford.”

we-tung, ~nd thergcam banet e
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The teeth are false,
. of course:

As is the nese and

. the right eye.

{The cornea for the
left was donated

By a Mrs. Bronowski,

late of Brighton.)

BLACK

MA
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The right arm, from
the .elbow joint

. down,

Is a beautiful piece

. of craftsmanship!

Nickel alloy,

_swivel-joihted,
gafe

And almost sound-
less.

The left arm-well,
Nobody really needs
a left arm.

I lost both legs in
the Second African
War

But get about

perfectly well

On my stainless

steel runners;

And I have my blood

- completely changed

Once every twelve

thousand miles,

N OF MANY PARTS

The heart’s original

owner

Was a Mr. Mboko
Nigerian chappie,

Lost a hand in a
hovertrain crash

As good as dead

- when they brought
him in

So, taking a tip
from the Aztec
priests, they '

Tore his heart out,
gave it to me.

(I was duly

grateful)
The brain, I
believe, at one

time belonged
To a Soho strip-

club owner,
And though, at

times, I seem to
recall

Somewhat bizarre
-events,

On the whole it
- serves me well.

The teeth, as I
said, are false.

But the lips

And the tongue

Are mine.

And the authorities
are building

A girl

For me to kiss,.

Pete Roche.
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THE UNERGE PRESS has excelled itsclf
yet apain: their reporting of Ray Gun-
ter PEE and his antics has been full of
errors and political distortions based
on wishful thinking. This has been
coupled with a nasty sense of pleasure
thar the capitalist press derives when-
ever H. Wilson is humiliated in public!
However nauscous Wilson’s consensus
politics may:be to THE BLACK DWARE
we are in no doubt whatsoever where
we stand on the gquestion of Ray
Gunter PFE. ]

As far as we are concerned he has
always been a nasty, right-wing shit-
bag renowned mainly for the evangeli-
cal zeal with which he has hounded
“trorskyite  elements - out of the
Labour Party. The same zeal has dis-
tinguished his tenurc at the Ministry
of Labour where he opposed all strikes
on principle. His handling of the sea-
men’s strike, in particular, brought him
to the fore s an uncompromising and
vicious' enemy of the ‘folk from
whence he came.’

His attitude on race-relations has been
disarmingly blantant—he is a strong

white settlers decided 10 * go-it-alone
in Zimbabwe and when Wilson finally

was quoted as saying:

load of blacks.’

when in
now that

o

eracy at its lowest ebb.

movement of this

| ExTRAORDINARY.

sympathiser of the racialists, When the

¢ imposed ' * sanctions ' Mt Gunter PFE
A
shouldn’t sacrifice our cconomy for a

He is disliked by liberals for his ' atti-
tude on race’ and by the trade unions
for his implacable hostility to them
fiice. For him to pretend
he opposes Wilson is enough
to make one puke in disgust—he is a
representative of a sick social-demo-

THE BLACK DWARF is pleased that his
fat ugly face will no longer been seen
on the TV screens exhorting British
workers to stop °holding the country
to ransom.” We belicve that he is an
obese lump of imiquity who will go
down in the history of the Labour

is country as a SCAB

| petty  bureaucrat

out written material, and o

Cleaver if well-known na )
included) are asked to Wrlk
preferably, to wire theic Pl
against his imprisonment
dubious conditions on  Of
specious grounds, and to
his release.

Address:—Henty W Ker
man, Adult Authority, 413
Office Building No 1, Saci
California, USA.

— BIN VOLK EIN BRUNDA

1968 may vet see the milit
being inflicted on the United
the battlefields of Vietnam |
tended to a gigantic spotting
the Olympic Stadium in Me
later tgis year, This is, of
most of the Afro-America
stick by their pledge and -
represent a ° white, racisg
But, needless to say, this
worry Mr Avery Brundage 1o
Mr Brundage is the Fihter
International Olympic Com
as. such was largely resps
getting South Africa into
this vear He was, therefore
set when various Afro-Asia
threatened 1o withdraw in p
even more upset when th

to the ineyitable pressuie &
ded its earlier decision.

There used to be a simily
the 30s when Jewish
used o pressurise
the Nazis and

Jewish lobby whi
Unired States should b
Olympic Games as th
held in Nazi Betlin

Black Maria with gleeful remarks (e
‘We've got HIM at last!’). He is
taken 1o Cannon Row cop-shop where
he reveals his true identity. Crest-
fallen faces and a few old-fashioned
kicks are administered to Mr. Bannerii
Curtain.
You'll have to shave off your mous-
tache Comrade!
NO COMMENT
THERE WERE MORE BRAWLS in Fleet
Street as the Right-wingers straggled
back to Smithfield. Then the leader of
the anti-immigration group Mr Danny
Harmston. a 36-year-old supporter of
Sir Oswald Mosley, led his followers
in three cheers for the police.”
Dailv Express, 8 Tuly, 1968

I believe that nothing is more im-
portant than this struggle, I is 10
this that i direct and, devious ways
we should devote all our energy. For
those' who cannot do so the logical
conclusion 15 suoicide
Tet us be clear about why this is

The present condition of the
world, if accepted as it is, if ap-
proached with anything short of de-
termined impatience to change it
utterly, renders every value meaning-
less.  Two-thirds of the people of
the world are being robbed, expoited.
deceived, constantly humiliated. con-
demned to the most abject and arti-
ficial poverty and denied as human
beings,  Furthermore, if this con-
dithion is accepted - or even more or
less accepted with the qualification
that there should be a few reforms,
a little restraint and a little more for-
eign aid - it is guite clear from the
cvidence to date that the condition

S0

mitted 10 see anyone exe will become even more extreme.
lawyer and his wife. Imperialism is insatiable, Tt can
Members of the publie j¢| modify its methods but never its
would obviously be an advai jo | Aopetite,

Yet the situation i not so new.
The plundering has continued for
centuries, Why must one's reaction
o it now be so violent? Why speak
of sunicide?

(Continued from page 1)
Because we have reached the

the world status quo is possible.
Even the concept of justification

have inherited

stage where no justification of

falls apart. 1f we now choose 1o
live in the world as it is, we must
w. |deny every purpose and every
value which, as social beings, we
{| have inherited: not only those we
from Europe
which European hypocrisy has

inherit today when, either with
us of without us, history is about
to become universalized.

It is those who accept the world
as it is who are becoming the disin
herited at the same time as tho dis
possessed are rediscovering their in-
heritance Disinherited, each finds
himself isolated and alone, fate 1o
face wieth a hell that only death
can end.  That hell is the present

condition of the world - if one is not
¢hgaged 'in  terminating that con-
dition. The dimension of eternity

which made the medieval vision of
hell absolute 18 replaced in our ter
restrial hell by the notion of the
inevitable and absolute inequality of
man.

This is an extrac from “Art and
Revolution” 1o be published by next
Tanuary. Neidenfeld & Nicolson

The torture within the absolute
dimension of this inequality is not
pain inflicted upon indestructible, al-
ways sentient bodies buf the pain of
totally denying our indestructible,
always pressing need for the recog:
nition of ourselves in others. The
torture is the existence of the other
as an unegual.

Frantz Fanon, although he had
no pity for it, understood the nature
of this torture very well!

Leave this Europe where they are
never done talking of Man. yet mur-
der men everywhere they find them,
at the corner of every one of their
own streets, in all the corners of the
globe.  For centuries they have
stifled almost the whole of humanity
in the name of a so-called spiritual
experience. Look at them today
swaying between atomic and spiritual
disintegration, :

And yet it may be said that she
has attempted has succeeded.

Europe undertook the leadership
of the world with ardour, cynicism
and violence Look. at how the
shadow of her palaces stretches out
even further! Every one of her
movements has burst the bounds of
space and thoueht, Europe has de-
clined all humility and all modesiv:
but she has also set her face apainst
al Isolicitude and all tenderness.

Until comparatively recently the
condition of the world was not in-
tolerable.  The conditions under
which two-thirds of the world popu-
latfon 'lived were approximately the

made in so many ways suspect.
but also those which we might

same as now. The degree of exploi-
tation and enslavement was as great.

The suffering involved was as inlense .

REVOLUCION Sl

und as widespread [he waste was
us colossul.  But 1t was not globally
imolerable becuuse the Tull measyre
of the truth aboutl the condition was
unknown I'ruths are nol constant-
ly evident n the circumstances 1o
which they refer. They are born -
somelimes late.

Earlier, Europeans able 1o
deceive themselves by believing thal
they represented man at his mosl
civilized, thal the native was us yel
only half-developed: thus they were
not forced to abanden a final beliel
in equality, tor the issue could. be
delerred while they created und ex:
ploited inequality. Eurlier, the native
was unable to come to terms with
the scale of the crimes perpetrated
against him: he experienced a kind
of agoraphobia in face of his con-
tinent of suffering, Earlier, the utili-
tarians could  argue that the
available scientific and  productive
means were not sufficient to benefit
all five continents,

were

Today nobody can be deceived.
The truth has been born. Many

try to forget what they know. but
they never entirely succeed.
‘Civilized"  Europeans  have

proved within Europe that they
are capable of systematic geno-
cide. As a result it was neces-
sary to-draw up the Declaration
of Human Rights to apply -in
principle - everywhere, The world
is now treated and considered as
a single unit by military stateg-
ists, investors, intelligence ser-
vices, scientists, philosophers; it
is treated as a single unit for al-
most every purpose save the re-
distribution of wealth and the
abolition of scarcity. Repercus-
sions from events circle the
world. (So do the images of these
events: we cannot claim not 1o
have seen the intolerable con-
dition of the world.) Imperialism
has become more concentrated

and more blatant. - The United

cent of the world popula
controls or owns sixty per cent of
the world’s resources. The
tary expenditure of the

States, necessary for the de
of these interests, annually
ceeds all the national revent
of Africa, Latin America
Asia added together,

Yel it is not directly from Ik
developments that the truth
born. It was born of the determings|
tion of the exploited to fight not
even, to begin with, for economie|
justice, but for their identity: to rid
thepselves of the eternal foreigner,
the other who had invented and ime

wretched  doctiine of otherness, of
hereditary human  excommunicatic
The last need of imperialism is

and controlled markets: it is for a
mankind that count s for nothing.
Thewars. of national liberation al=

will be fought should not be
idealized: they are wars of the ul~
most cruelty. inevitably involving a
whole people without distinction

what is invelved

less.

kept nervous and energetic by the
artificial development o fpathological

why they have little endurance. Those

acquiesce in it lead lives: which be-
come increasingly devoid of meaning
_hence the spiritual decay of mod-
ern affluent societies. (1 said that
suicide was the logical conclusion of

logically) By contrast, those who
fight imperialism are fighting for all
human meaning,

which demand a world of egualtity.
Either

States, which makes up six per

deny our faculties and rendzr our
ver ybeing void, :

of Colombi:

ahaan B

-The guerrilla is a social reformer.
of the people against their oppressors;
that subjects his unarmed :
special conditions of the Establishme

the guemd
brothers to approbrium and p
nt at a given moment.

The guerrilla takes up weapons as the angry protest
lla fights to change the social system
overty. He acts against the

And he is

smash the Establishment’s patterns with all the force that circumstances permit.—CHE.
And let us develop a true Proletarian Internationalism, with international armies. Let -
the flag under which we fight represent the sacred cause of redeeming hur 'y SO
that to die under the flag of Vietnam, of Venezuela, of Guatemala, of Laos, of Guinea,
»f BOLIVIA. of Brazil—to name only the scenes armi :

14 |4

posed for centuries upon them his|

far raw maferials, exploited libour |

£

ready being fought and those that ‘1

TP

biween men and women, the old and |
the young: but we must understand | =

Imperialism, despite its power and |
its resources, has become meanings
It can no longer accommedate |8
reality, Those who fight for it are|

greeds - which is. one of the rcasons|

wh odo not fight for imperialism bul. '

such . acquisseence: but few behave |

We have reached the stage of{ .
acquiring faculties - productive, scien- |
tific. cultural and spiritual faculfies - =

that demand is met orf We

determined to

|
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This diary of events is intended as a service fo all militants and militant
sroups throughout the country, However, our sources of information are,
15 yet, not as complete as they should be. If you or your group know of,
or are organising a mecting or demonstration or any other activity that
you want people to know about, just fet us know in good time and we
shall try io zive it publicity.

25 JULY: :

“Not a Penny on the Renl.” Tenants' Demonstration at County
Hall. March from West Smithfield, 7.30 p.m.

26 JULY:

10th Anniversary of Cuban Revolution. Teach-in on Cuba and
‘Rave’. - Speakers: -Tariq Ali, David Mercer, David Cooper,
Michael X, Andrew Salkey: Music: The Koobas. Entrance 3s. -
Roundhouse at 7.30 p.m. - British-Cuba Association.

“The Class Struggle” - Socialist Pariy of Great Britain. Woodside
House, Wood Green. 8 p.m.

27 JULY:
“The French Revolution™ - Speaker: Ernest Mandel, JCR Speaker,
Conway Hall - 730 pm. IMG/NLA.

27 -28 JULY:
Fast in Canterbury Cathedral against Vietnam war.

BLACK DWARF AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE,
AS THERE ARE FEW MEETINGS DURING THIS PERIOD
WHY NOT SELL THE BLACK DWAREF.

RING REG 4827 FOR INFORMATION.,

THE BLACK DWARF CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT
YOU. THERE ARE MANY WAYS YOU CAN HELP US

1. BUY IT

2. SELLIT _
3. TALK ABOUT IT
4. ASK FORIT

Help us to attack the system by asking for THE
BLACK DWARF at every newsagent and bookshop
you pass. If he knows nothing about it tell him
what a marvellous newspaper it is and insist that he
takes it. Then—if you have a moment—iell us.
OB T N Y N BN B B W ’--1

l Please send me ......... {minimum 6) copies of THE BLACK DWARF I
every fortnight on sale or return terms.

l Please send mc. THE BLACK DWARF for the mext 3 months. l
A 5 12

l ' 1 enclosé cheque/postal order for 158 I
£3 :

........ T L e e R R T R e e .

W A r.‘ SEIIN ASKED by friends
e for urgent help in an inder
national support action for a lead:
ing member of the Militant Negro
Civil Rights Movement whose lite
is in danger as a result of police
action. )
Eldridge Cleaver, a brilliant author
(including the influential essay
*Soul on Ice”), a member of the
editorial board of the opposition
magazine * Ramparts’, and one of
the leaders—Minister of Informa-
tion—of the Black Panther Party, is
seriously wounded, and is being
held in Vacaville Prison (California)
accused of the attempted murder
of police officers.
We learn from dependable sources
in California, that, after a street
clash, some negroes had fled into a

]

Gernamy, We, (oo, if we wish 10 pre-
serve our institutions must learn 1o
stamp out Communism’ The petty-
bureaucrat was a certain Mr Avery
Brundage! Plus ¢e change, plus cest
la méme chose!

l’l e ca ANOE Une § s m T e anean - NS R ey e 4o i
L- WYY el | o Ay, P bt iyl A_‘du‘-i vl i’ --;d-'.u:
And again: “We can learn much Tiom

. ‘ ,. ”“* A ._" {0sh i '.“!':m;ln .'gh. Y
Each drop of blood spilled in a country under whose flag one has not been born con-
stitutes experience for those who survive to apply later in the liberation struggle of their

own countries and each nation liberated is a step toward victory in the battle for the
liberation of one's own country.—CHE.

FRATERNAL GREETINGS | w’

WE ARE DELIGHTED 1o hear that Soctalist
Worker will be becoming a weekly in
the autumn. There iy an urgent need
for a weekly shop-floor newspaper and |
we hope that Soeialist Warke: will be
able 1o fill that need. 5
There has, however, been some fuss |
over Paul Foots column in Socialist |
Worker (the column with a photo-
graph). This fuss has obscured the fact |

that a much more valuable column |

which is infinitely better written I8}
already in existence——the FOOTNOTES]
section of a right-wing magazine ca

Private Eye.

MISTAKEN IDENTITY

house in Qakland which the police
then shot at with machine guns and

tear gas grenades untl it caught i X
s¢enE: Outside Downing Street
fire. When negroes came out, un-| ... o.casion of the anti-Racialist d

armed and with their hands raised, | onstration on Sundﬁ' 7 l'uh.' On
the police shot and killed the 18| the participants, a Mr Ju

year old Bobby Hutton, and woun- from St -I."h'f 5
ded Cleaver in the leg, Bannerji is coff

On the grounds that Cleaver had | In facr he bears a resemblance 10 one
broken parole for a previous politi- | of qur Editors. o
cal sentence, he is being kept in |ACTION: A punch-up dw"_"E“‘- I,"@'

y Jreg ! sight Mr Bannerji in the thick of it all..
prison under special security cob-| g hrave policemen descend on Mr
ditions, unable to receive or send Bannerji and cart him off 10 a waiting

s Oxford. Mr
, wears @&

(e

BLACK ‘ SELF-DEFENCE PARTOLS * IN CAMDEN i

The Camden Branch of the Campaign Against Racial macﬁminatéi
has decided to organise patrols’ to defend the black commqﬁjﬂjf |
and to prove ‘ that organised self-defence is the only effective answer
to racialist violence.’ A
This decision follows a series of incidents in the Gower St, Eu}ktm
area where there have been numerous cases of Pakistani workers being
beaten up and robbed. ¥ :

Camden CARD has tried to make these incidents public but so far the
Unfree Press has refused to publish them and the police has |gnbmd
most requests for help. We print two of the cases below.

7

“On Saturday 25 May at 3.45 am Mr Abdul Khalig, a night-shift|

worker at the aBc food factory near Camden Town was attacke;@ on
his way home from work a gang of six whites at the iunctiui}-bf.
Pilender St and Bayham St. He was robbed of £49 (his wages and
holiday pay) and seriously injured with knife wounds, The police were
informed. ’ : d

* On Sunday 2 June, Mr N Udin, a carp member who lives near Fitzroy
Sq was attﬁéked by two whites at 12.30 am in Cleveland St near the
Middlesex hospital. He was robbéc_! of £10, a rent book and his pet-
sonal papers. Mr Udin was kicked sairagcly in the groin and received
serious injuries necessitating hospital treatment. This attack was
observed by a Camden CARD patrol whibh"iﬁtcrvcned. One of the
attackel.:s_'-e_scaped with the money. The other was detained urmi!ﬁ‘
police arrived and handed to them.’ . . A
The Camden Branch of cArD would welcome help,

Their address is: . . i
Camden ¢ARD, 54A St Giles High St, London, WC2. e

. EDITORIAL GROUP: Clive Goodwin, Tarig Ali, Robin Fioc. Duvid Mercer, =
Adrian  Miichell, Mo Teitelbaum. = Published by THE BLACK DW#

Street. London W.1. Ponted by J. C. Gregory (TU). 16 Dofie

Distributed by Moore Hyrness Ltd., 11 Lever Strest, EXCA, 01-253 4286,
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droopy moustache and has long bait. §
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SURREY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

SOUTH WESTERN DIVISIONAL EXECUTIVE

Education Office,
Park Street,

Guildford.

26th June, 1968.

Telephone No:
Guildford 2881.

Dear L !
It has come to the notice of the Governors that certain members of

the teaching and technical staff have been visiting the premises or curtilage
of the Guildford School of Art, since it was closed on 21st June last, without
the written permission of the Principalor Vice-principal.

In the circumstances at present prevailing at the School, every mem-
ber of the teaching and technical staff will appreciate that such conduct
must necessarily constitute a grave breach of discipline and the Governors
wish it to be understood by all members of the teaching and technical staff
that such conduct will, in the Governors' view, amount to a prima facie case
for dismissal of the persons concerned. Further, such visits amount to acts
of trespass upon the School premises and the Local Education Authority
and the Governors will, if necessary, take all necessary steps open to them
to prevent such wrongful acts.

The Governors also wish to emphasise that they intend, quite apart
from the foregoing, to take the appropriate disciplinary action in respect of
any other acts of misconduct by mem bers of the staff in the present difficult

situation.

The Governors appreciate that the above observations only apply to
a small mindrity of the staff and wish to renew the expression of their grati-
tude to the other members of the staff, which was conveyed by the letter from
the Principal, dated 21st June, 1968. :

Yours faithfully,
“E. INSTONE,

Clerk to the Governors.




