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Editorial

Students must
make revolution

1968 has been the year of the student revolutionary, In the exploited
world students have always been in the vanguard of the fight against
imperialism and dictatorship; this year has been no exception and as we go
to press students in a score of counfries—such as Mexico, Brazil, Tunisia,
Uruguay, Turkey—are locked in combat with their governments. In the
socialist world students in Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Poland have
spearheaded the anti-Stalinist struggle.

In the advanced capitalist countries students have also played a leading
revolutionary role—in the US, Germany, Italy, France and Japan.

““But not in Britain. We are the only major capitalist country which has
not produced a comparable student movement. There have been isolated
cases of student insurrection, and students have been dominant in the anti-
imperialist struggle, but there has not been a mass student movement.

Two fissues confront the revolutiomary student left at this moment:
What role can a student movement play within a socialist strategy? What
can the students do in Britain?

One thing is clear. Studenfs cannot make the revolution by themselves.
Occupying buildings and slugging policemen do not in themselves constitute
the revolution. T* ¢ role of the students is crucial, but limited. A university
can only be completely liberated by liberating the whole of the society of
which it is a part, and that can only be done by the working class, organised
in a revolutionary party. France showed what the students can do—detonate
a proletarian explosion; but it also showed that without a revolutionary
organisation of the workers the explosion can be crushed.

The experience of students abroad shows the various revolutionary
roles that students can play. They can campaign for studeni power; they
can lead the anti-imperialist struggle; and they can play a crucial auxiliary
role in the workers’ revolution,

Student power is not a reformist, bourgeois demand: students have a
right to control their courses and discipline their sexual and university Lives.
The undermining of capitalist ideology and control in the universities and
their replacement by a socialist imagination receive our fullest support.

In the United States and Britain it has been students and youth who
have played the leading role in the anti-imperialist stroggle, not the workers.
By openly challenging imperialist policies and showing the connection
between them and domestic exploitation the students can confribute to the
development of a revolutionary movement.

The relation of students to workers is the key to this revolutionary
strategy. It would be a mistake to apply some mechanical formula to
students—the ways in which they can coniribute to the workers’ movement
depend on how strong the students are and what form of workers’ move-
ment is already in existence, Students can give material support to strikes;
they can act as intellectuals, writers and agitators within a proletarian
movement; but they cannot act as substituies for proletarian, shop-floor
militants,

In Britain, students have set up the Revolutionary Socialist Student
Federation, The “Black Dwarf” believes that RSSF can play a leading role
in building a revolutionary student movement, provided it accepts the fact
that studenis have a diversity of revolutionary functions. It must not tle
them down fo a complacent isolation from workers’ struggles or force them
to ignore their own struggles within the university.

The major difficalty in Britain is that there is not a mass proletarian
movement to which students can ally th es. They must not only help,
they must help to create, and as in F they can, by their example,
help to detonate,

British youth is in ferment, though this ferment is taking a number of

more or less apolitical forms; the Labour attack on the working class is

gathering momentum. This is the context within which RSSF is working,
and to which it must apply its energies. It cannot create a revolution by
itself, and limitations of the working class movement in this country will
be the limitations of its own revolutionary effectiven Realisin and
imagination must go hand in hand. The liberated universidy, the defeat of
imperialisin and the smashing of capitalism will follow.

London
Tenants

15000 marcll-

Keith Vaness

The struggle of the GLC u
to smash the Rent rises .

Leicester - a
broadening of
fronts

Pete Gibbon social control in the university —

In particularits terms, the struggle curricula, examinations, discipline,
at Leicester last year was of no ©I¢
dramatic significance, In terms of a
transformation of consciousness
amongst a significant sector of
students however, and in terms of
strategic and tactical lessons, it had
the importance of all forms of
struggle.

On the fate of one
student as decreed by
the Authorities

On the 28th May 1968 I took a Studies. Since that time there has and actions (re ‘sit-in’ etc.). Thus the
certain course of action, to challenge been no suggestion that my agademic response. of. Senate in overruling
the system of examinations with record has been unsatisfactory. On everyong else can be reaspnably re-
specific reference to my finals papers the contrary my tutors have all sup- garded as am act of irrational dis-
— Part II for the joint degree of ported me on the question of my crimination against the political
sociology and politics, at the Univer- continuing at.the University as a views and actions of a student.
sity of Hull. full-time student. The regulations in no way forces

This action consisted of ripping My tutors are unanimous in their them to attempt to eliminate my
up the first paper, and boycotting verdict that had I taken the examina- presence at the University, the
the other four papers. The year tions, then I would have passed Senate has used and abused the
before I had taken Part I of the comfortably. Thus it is clear that regulations as a shield for their less

new watershed on Sunday, ‘

September, with the calling of & s
demonstration. Originally called By
NATR (The National Association o
Tenants and Residents — & “
veiled CP front), the demonstratios
looked like being a flop due to Ik

Second, Leicester was a university
previously remarkable only for its
students’ extraordinary apathy. The
Union officials took this to imply a
lack of discontent and believed that
through conducting a carefully-
prepared publicity campaign they
Sit-in could foster enough interest to lead

: _ : of publicity and organisation WeMl
final degree — four papers, and the decisions taken about my than worthy motives. Briefly, the events of last year a revolution from above. . ¥ .a £ .ra ;
passed without difficulty in all academic future were concerned not  Power in the University is clearly ll were as follows: in January 1968 However, this campaign in fact un- the GLC Action Committee steppll
papers. with my academic ability, but with concentrated at the top, and those [l the claims of a mild but long- leashed a whole series of previously il in. The NATR march was called

unanswered Union memorandum on unarticulated grievances which over-
student representation in University took the attempt by union officials
administrative bodies were pressed in to embody them in one set of pro-
a series of negotiations between Pposals and one form of action. This
Union officials and representatives in turn answers the third question:
of Senate. Toward the end of the Union heirarchy enlisted the
February the Senate drafted a pre- support of the majority of moderate
liminary reply which rejected almost conservative students in ending the
wholly the Union's proposals, A sit-in which was threatening not
series of sanctions were agreed on at
a meeting of 35% of students at Follow-up
Leicester, and the Union president  Socialist students at Leicester who
led the majority of those present into understood the contradictions in-
the main administrative block for a volved were able to articulate them
teach-in (due to last four hours) on in such a way that, in conjunction
the proposals, the decisions and the with the direct action itself, a large
sanctions. . section of students who had pre-
Af the end of a few hours, despite Viously only struck liberal attitudes
appeals by the president and his Were politicized.
associates, the ‘teach-in’ became a  During the sit-in the students had
‘sit-in’ by voting to occupy the been virtl_lally attacked in a
building indefinitely and to prevent thoroughly incoherent and vicious
entrance fo it by anyone except manner by the Leicester Mercury,
students and outsiders who had any- the local evening paper. This, and
thing relevant to add to the discus- Similar personal attacks in the Daily
sions which were beginning. The EXpress led to a hardening of con-
sit-in lasted four days, growing to sciousness and a better appreciation
a strength of four hundred. It was of the treatment consistently meted
discontinued when Senate agreed to Out by the former to the local
reopen negotiations—which are still immigrant community.

unconcluded. The future

Sell-out By the end of the session, activity

Three points seem to require clari- at AIMS's public meetings had
fication herer why were such modest forced them to go underground.
proposals rejected by Senate, how However, the struggle against them
was so much support mobilized has by no means ended, and next
behind them, and why, if this sup- session we hope it will take on
port was so strong, did it not press more positive forms — such as an

Clearly any student who knows my willingness to conform to at the top are clearly more con-
that examinations are a purely archaic, and auothoritarian exs - cerned with regulations and their
arbitrary and subjective device for tlon regulations, which are [mot need to preserve their undemocratic
arranging students into grades, can- accepted as legitimate by the main authority, than to listen to those on
not readily prostitute his knowledge body of students. In other wofds 1 the lower rungs of the academic
inside the examination-room. will not be an obedient little by in pyramid, or to put the real aims of

My actions were consistent with bowing to their authority, education before the rationale of a
facts about examinations, confirmed quently I must be punished by specific structure of power.
time and again by research. I remain banished from the University There are no academic grounds
‘'more than willing to complete my for the purpose of repenﬁ my for not allowing me to continue as
course by other more sane methods previous actions, by Ia the a full-time student—I wish to go on
of assessment, e.g. dissertations, examinations next May. to do postgraduate work, this is
which would actually involve far Further Section (4) is a calal also the wish of my tutors. My
more work than the traditional insult which does not event! tutors unanimously accept the need
examination. water, in that if a student H88 not to reform methods of assessment

However the response of the failed any examinations, thém the such that, if needs be, my qualifica-
authorities demonstrates their lack authorities are bound in good tions would be completed thus
of interest in any such rational to award that student an mou enabling me to go ahead with post-
changes, On July 3lst I finally re- degree, if he passes Part II, graduate study, but I absolutely
ceived an official communication already passed Part I of an Bt refuse to take any further examina-
from the University of Hull (after a degree. & tions just because some unelected
lapse of two months!) which reads:- However, my main conce _' not authority asserts itself by saying,
“Following upon a special meet- to quibble with the regulation, and “We say so”, without being capable
ing of Senate held last week, it has their interpretation of them, but to defending their verdict as being
been agreed: rather to expose the mismanag@ment in the interests of higher education.
(1) That you presented yourself in of our umiversities by an m In conclusion 1 would like to

May 1968 for Part II of the sentative minority of the feae quote Karl Popper on the subject of
Final examination for the B.A. staff, who are responsible to educational authoritarianism, “The
Joint degree in Political Studies the majority of staff, nor #8 the authoritarian will in general select
and Sociology; majority of students. Hence they are those who obey, who believe, who
(2) That you be not re-admitted to able to calmly ignore the pee respond to his influence. But in so
the University; mendations of my tutors, doing he is bound to select medioc-
(3) That you be allowed to take Part the head of one of my de; rities. For he excludes those who
II of the Final examination in they are able to overrule 2 revolt, who doubt, who dare to
Political Studies and Sociology who hav eactually had some resist his influence. Never can an
on one further occasion in June with me as a student, all th authority admit that the infellectually
1969; are able to form some opin courageous, i.e. those who dare fo
(4) That you be deemed not eligible cerning the quality of my & defy his authority, may be the most
for the award of honours when work. valuable type.”

and a rally in Trafalgar Square

in its place. However the
Committee decided that a march
necessary and arranged, under
most difficult circumstances, to

a march from West Smithfield
Trafalgar Square. The actual !
ber of tenants on the march
between 20,000 if you were
optimistic steward and 2,000 if you
read the gutter-press. However an
accurate figure is probably betwess
10,000—12,000. This in itsell
quite a good tribute and if you con
sider the fact that probably 588
more were waiting in Trafalgs
Square, then the picture is elent
This was the biggest working cham
demonstration London has seen I
many years. Another “’M
point was the fact that the a

age of demonstrators was '3
closer to 50 than 20. Women
numbered men by at least a 3:2
and this marks an upsurge
militancy in working class
that could well surprise the
optimistic observer. The
press-blackout the following duy

the total absence of TV

about the demonstration is very
structive to those of us who *
used to the barrage of

which follows Vietnam marches
stories of hooliganism,

subversion or secret plots, In
nothing at alll 1,500 SDS

tors in Germany got approx

100 times the publicity in the press.

you take this examination. Since I have been at Hi The students demand changes, the l for a more satisfactory outcome to attempt to build socialist-orientated so much for objective reportingl
Yours sincerely, not failed a single exam staff want changes, meanwhile the [ the struggle? First, the memorandum tenants’ movements. Simultaneously
(Sgd.) W. D, Craig, particular by refusing to professorial elite builds academic l§ was turned down because it called we hope at Leicester, through the Readers of The Black w
Registrar,” examinations in castles on the sands of time—sooner f§ into question structures of govern- agency of RSSF, to move in a more W should take extreme encours !

These decisions are little better be deemed to have !
than an insult both to myself, and the attempt of ' the _al__lth
to the official policy of the Students’ switch in midstream the 0l meantime I will suffer the doubtful
Union (which demands alternatives my degree is quite { & loss of the University's official
to examinations as voluntary optiom_ “political” re on theiSpar with 1o my futire
for all C ngainst a S T e, At b

1 had ori y provhloul:ly an undesirable m&
accepted to do an M.A. in Political sity, because of his

or Wter the tide ‘of change' will
8 10 sweep those castles away. In the

ment which Senate’s previous actions concerted manner into workers’
had implied were beyond question. struggles in the town — while not
A testimony to Senate’s sensitivity ignoring of course, the opportunities
on this point is that the proposals to precipitate within the university
if implergented, would not the type jof conflicts which can both
hnhn(lmhdﬂnmof raise a consciousness and prevent it
governmenl itself but would have being trapped at the level of
left untouched every real relation of struggles for minority representation.

from the recent tenants acHl
They should realise that the
working class is flexing its my
and preparing for things to

NOT A PENNY ON THE
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ftself, and limitations of the working class movement in this country will il to cxammauons as voluntary options "poluin!“ manoeuvre o th mln; with M preparing

. gard to my future e, if lmplc ted, would got ﬁlﬂlﬂ'm oan both B Your place 6 with
be the limitations of its own revolutionary effectiveness. Realism and funllund% (\m : against u stadent who'they régur as ducatidn. ¥ y have rationalized the process of raise & consclousness and prevent it ll vy umnmu’m. Ogan.
Imagination must go hand in hand. The liberated universidy, the defeat of I had originally been provisiona!ly an undesirable member of the Univer- govcrnmcnt itself but would have being trapped at the level of

Imperialista and the smashing of capitalism will follow.

QUL L —the wy forward

At Hull University the senior
academics have clearly discounted
“student unrest”. The events of pre-
vious term, in which the flexible
responses  of the Vice-Chancellor
loom large, left students and staff
with the appalling prospect of a
series of joint student/staff commit-
tees. While this is seen with some
complacency as a panacea for all
that uncomprehended debate and
marching about on the campus other
rumours from the administration
imagine a giganormous “sit-in”
part of “a national co-ordinated
demonstration at the end of Octo-
ber.” So the students face a schitzo-
phrenic group, torn between self-
congratulation and cosmic fantasies
of unrest,

As the campus struggles become
a permanent feiture of the political
scene, the “university cycle” assumes
more significance. The key factor is
the summer vacation in which
Senate apparently replenishes its
stock of repressive weapons and the
students—well, contrary to the fan-
tasies (and since the authorities
provide cawsus belli in plenty any-
way), — really write each other
greetings from strange places. At
Hull the latter end of the summer

was “enlivened, if that is the right
word, by joint Senate/Student com-
mittee negotiations to decide the
details of a complex administrative
pyramid to be set alongside the
existing monstrosity. Against the
good advice of a Left hardened by
active experience of campus struggle,
the Union had agreed to accept this
reformist package as a basis of
negotiation. Since this basis, of
necessity, removed the contentious
questions (the actual pre-existing

as structure of power) from the debate,

the Senators could honestly report
the negotiations to the press as
“friendly”. It is worth reporting that
the most contentious issues appeared
to be representation on the car-
parking committee and the relative
seniority of the Deans, issues which
did not move the student delegation
significantly.

So the new term commenced with
the “parallel” boredom system of
reform on the agenda for both
Senate and the Students Union to
ratify, if they will. Although it will
be opposed by the Left on the
grounds of irrelevance to the central
question of power, it will probably
gain acceptance in the Union—some
of whose officers seem never to get

accepted to do an ML.A. in Political

enough of a bad thing! At best it
is an encroachment on prerogatives
in some departments, and will enable
the debate of some contentious
issues, At worst it can be regarded
as a kind of tin-opener which will
help the students gain insight to the
structure.

Besides mounting a campaign
against this reformism the radical
students return to deal with the
problem of a total change in one-
third of the student population. How
far those press reports of last June
have been retained is questionable,
so a campaign of “anti education” is
being run the first weekend of term.
In this period by tradition, only the
new students attend, and during
three days are subjected to intensive

‘propaganda by emminent authorities

and their lackeys in the Student
Union. Although these events con-
tinue, piquancy — if not actoal
interest—will be added this year by
the intervention of our “Clearways
Campaign” (the umbrella movement
of the militant students). This will
include counter-reception, question-
ing of ritual, guerrilla theatre, an
active denunciation of those elements
of the experience designed to con-
firm the student as pathetic idiot of

sity, because of his political views

TOM FAWTHROP,

the system. The conjunction of two
talks, titled respectively “The Role
of the University in a Changing
World” and “The Role of the
Changing University World" does,
for those students who attend either,
offer two sharply delineated versions
of their forthcoming reality, More
positively, the Campaign is planning
an “environment” day where the
complex of politics and eulture (or
Kultur), light and word will attempt
to relay a political message about
involvement, etc.,, on campus in a
situation which brings together the
kinds of experience bourgeois society,
separates. Much help is hoped for
from both those underground and
those with their chin on the horizon
of bourgeois society, New students
will also get a broadsheet telling
them what had been happening
around here and why. The existence
and style of these last two things
owes a lot to the incorporation nf‘_:-'
the “hippie” community as one of"
the constituencies of the fight on tl'u:f.I
campus.

The Socialists on campus have the |
traditional duties of their heritage,
To generalise the local campus con- |
flict as a theoretical attack on the
institution, presumptions and forms

Pete Latarche

of present higher education, to

‘locate it in the structure of a class

society and to attempt to turn
opened student eyes outward. Here
a federation of socialist clubs using
the RSSF structure is essential. The
Administrations preparations clearly
show that the Vice-Chancellors,
while extolling the virtues of indi-
vidualism to us, have a well
organised collective protection of
their rights planned.

Finally, in the context of a sum-
mer of “frank and friendly” negotia-
tions, experienced observers will
recognise that the Administration
has learned nothing from its own
history. In a loose leaf addition to
the “Student Handbook” we are in-
formed that academic staff and

students alike are to be issued with

identity cards for use “in the sports
‘centre and library”. Needless to say

this item has not been part of the

aforementioned negotiations,

Once again an arrogant bureau-
gracy, ignorant of the nature of the

institution it rules and unquestioning
about
student body even less prepared than
/last year to accept that ‘‘daddy
":'k._uows best”.

its own purposes, faces a

In praise of Max Beloff: Saint Max 1 T

Fred Halliday

It would be hard to find a
man less suited to his post than
Professor Max Beloff, for
eleven years Gladstone Profes-
sor of Government and Public
Administration at the Univer-
sity of Oxford., Beloff has long
been known as a fervent sup-
porter of British foreign policy,
the NATO alliance and
American imperialism. In the
1950s° he had the engaging
habit of criticising the U.S.A.
for not accepting their colonial
responsibilities: the U.S., he
argued, had the same ‘‘destiny”
as the colonial nations of
Europe and they should realise
this. “The important thing,” he
wrote, “is that the Americans

should come to understand the
difference between doing the
colonial job properly and doing
it badly.” (“The Great Powers,”
p. 213).

When the U.S. opposed the
Suez intervention, they received
a stern lesson in their
imperialist duty from Beloff,
“Englishmen will not easily for-
get”, he thundered, «, . . , the
indifference to our national
needs and those of our French
allies that these actions showed”
(“The Great Powers, p.189).

His latest offering, a rather
slight collection of essays on
The Balance of Power, is an
open plea for a Russo-
American division of the world

between them.

more devoted advocate

though many have been more

persuasive.

His recent outbumts against

student power have occasioned
the argument that American
students in Britain who oppose
the Vietnam war and evade the
draft should be deported to the
U.S.A. Would he have favoured
the deportation of anti-Nazi
German students in the 1930s?

Over the past few months he
has emerged, on television and
as a hysterical
student power,
although many of his argu-
ments have been so absurd and

in the press,
opponent of

Great-power
chauvinism has never had a

so discredited his case that he U.S.A., is about politics at all;
meandering prose
reveals a complete ignorance
political

is known in Oxford as
student’s best friend”,
attacked progressive

(11

“the
He has
students:

and his

of  contemporary

science, He has attacked other
professors for their “lack of

and teachers for being ‘“‘un-
suited” and “ill-equipped” for.
academic life; and has invoked commitment” to teaching; as
the “disciplines” of his profes- ome who has attended Beloff’s
sion (“Sunday Telegraph” | lectures, I can say that they
June 9th, 1968). { were ill-prepared, and tediously
L unoriginal.

The fact is that no-one is|
1;:::1:;) 2 dun:;;; Bclo?fniunsﬂllf- |r works reveal is a singular devo-

A ition to one, unerring formula:
professor of politics, he spent | e R e
the first fourteen years of his L i S

academic life studying and| Of hy stt;'i'lahThe fudly com_mll_t-
teaching history; of the thirteen .’ I p by 1o minSiig
or more books he has written """ Dowy

only one, a collection of lectures | Leafing through the books
on Federal Government in the the has written, one wonders

The only “discipline” Beloff’s

v

left untouched every real relation of

REGENT STREET POLYTECHNIC

struggles for minority representation.

Sociologists in Crisis

There is uproar in the Sociology
Department at London's Regent
Street Polytechnic. Communications
have broken down between the
management and the lecturers.
Students are making critical remarks.
A team of rank and file militants,
sent by ‘Solidarity’ to investigate,
report as follows:

1. The Management. This consists
of a tightly knit complex of bankers,
lawyers and politicians, bound
together by Christian beliefs, con-
servative ideology, geratric inepti-
tude and a lust (consummated) for
power. The Director is Sir Eric
Richardson, CBE, Ph.D., B.Eng.,
FIEE, AMLMech.E., said to be
interested in engineering,

2. The Labour Force, This con-
sists of semi-skilled assembly line
operatives (known as ‘lecturers’).
They come in two sizes: the ‘gold
watch’ boys, who have been with the
firm for years and are deeply inte-
grated — and the ‘casuals’, whose
status is somewhat inconsistent and
whose relationship with the manage-
ment is ill-defined. Politically most
of them are frustrated liberals and
radicals, whose critique of society
is purely academic, when not en-
meshed in methodism, existentialism

how Beloff ever got his job in
the first place. The answer is
that he is a safe man, and that
the British academic system
tends to appoint safe men. It is
better to appoint an unimagina-
tive and mediocre impressario
than a man whose ideas might
challenge the established
ideology — or upset a sherry

party.

It is no wonder that Beloff is
so terrified of university change
A man so devoid of qualifica-
tion would quickly be exposed
for what he is if students were
allowed to challenge their
teachers, and if conformism
were not the number one aca-
demic virtue. Only a university

and sundry other diversions.

3. The Product (also known as
‘students’): The intake is bi-sexual.
Quality inspection is poor and there
is said to be much built-in obsoles-
cence. The output is systematically
processed — at a rate of 30 per
annum—into traditional middle-class
patterns of thought.

4. The Problem: The Sociology
Department is a thorn in the Direc-
tor's flesh (he recently called them
‘all bolsheviks and atheists’). Eric
has been toying with the idea of
abolishing the problem by abolish-
ing the Department.

5. The Conflict: A deputation of
sociologists recently called on the
Director asking for ‘better conditions
and facilities for staff and students’,
They were met with a blank refusal,
threats of redundancy, hints that the
site. would be closed and warnings
that no more labour would be
recruited.

6. The Investigation: At first the
operatives were hostile to our team
of investigators and threatened to
stop work if their output was timed.
The difficulties were overcome when
we infiltrated class rooms disguised
as ventilation engineers.

7. Recommendations:

whose politics course is still
floundering in Dicey, Popper
and Berlin could choose or sus-
tain such a man.

Beloff has - attacked the
Chinese for their “threadbare
ideology and an overweening
national pride”; but Beloff’s
own ideology is more than

ireadbare, it is transparent; his

itional pride gives the lie to
any claims about “academic
detachment”, While his style
and principles are those of the
most tawdry nineteenth-century
liberalism, his politics are that
of a NATO adviser.

Marx devoted 277 pages of
his German Ideology to attack-
ing Max Bauer, Saint Max; now

NOT A PENNY ON THE RE

(a) that the walls of all lectus
theatres be painted green, as
was found that the delivery m
of ‘lectures’ then increased
30 w.p.m.
that a Welfare Officer be
pointed to listen to the op
tives' complaints, thereb
improving morale. o
that opportunities for
interaction among operatives b
extended, provided it did
interfere with output.
that the Ministdy of Labour
up an office in the building 1
help those threatened with re
dundancy. Attention should
drawn to the fact that alternat
work was available in Aberdeer
(e) that operatives be directed
local government retraining cen
tres, with a view of acquirinj
new skills, such as lecturing |
veterinary science, classical G
or Civil Engineering. ]
8. Conclusions: Although th of
made redundant might at first |
resentful, the team was optimistie
that they would eventually come _'
realise that mobility of skilled labe
was in the national interest.

(b

—

(©)

(d)

-

EDWARD LUDD,

a second Max has arisen, b_
Saint Max II deserves no such
lengthy treatment — nor doe§
he get it from any of his aca-

demic colleagues. His works are ]
largely ignored. Every society
throws up its apologists, and

every society ignores them
when their quality becomes too
obvious.

canonise Saint Max I, and
those like him. A student move~
ment should combat the struce.
tures and ideological content of
university teaching of the ki
that Beloff represents; and there
could be no more cogent argu.
ment for the existence of such
a movement than a man
Beloff.

The time has come to de~

ld.;



Notes for students
negotiating with the

/

staff and admmlstration

by Ronnie Miller

The occasional siiting at the negotlating table, as well as In the vant; ignore it and get back to the
college entrance, constitutes part of our activity in the pursuit of student main discussion, pointing out your
objectives. This arena of battle requires its own strategy and is own dislike of examples for their own
tactics, which must be based upon a thorough understanding of the sake.

praciices and ploys of the opposition. L.S.E. experience suggests the vital 11

The kippered red herring

need for perpetual vigilance against the following techniques used by the o ., oxample is cited quite

staff:

1 The deal-ear: Emphatic

This takes two forms: either they
will tell you to speak up in a
brusque fashion or they will pick on
a word, stop you in mid-sentence
and ask you to repeat it. This at
best disconcerts, at worst makes
one lose the whole thread of
thought. The best defence to this
in the first case is to stop and start
again at a volume which is loud
enough for it to be just apparent
that the interruption was unneces-
sary and then gradually lower one's
voice to a normal level. If a word
is picked on, the reply is to say it
again loudly so that one’'s annoy-
ance at the interruption is apparent
to everyone.

2 The pertinent “chip-in

Here one is stopped in mid-spate
by an observation that a minor
piece of information is incorrect or
that one has misunderstood a side
issue (see the ‘RED HERRINGS').
This again is personally embarrass-
ing and one loses the force if not
the thread of the argument. De-
fences are difficult as an interrup-
tion is often the lead-in for a major
speech and then the ground is lost.
However, one can attempt to out-
speak the interruption and carry on
talking as though no one else is
speaking. Alternatively, if this fails
and the point is a point and not a
speech, one can then ignore it
completely and carry on with the
main argument or, at the most, dis-
cuss it in half a sentence. What Is
vital is not to get side-tracked onto
a discussion of the interruption,
even if it is important: ram home
the point in hand first and, if
necessary, deal with the interrup-
tion later.

3 The personal ridicule
Here you have made a blunder in
discussion and this is pomted out

in a humiliating fashion or ymir'

argument is thrown back at you in
a distorted and ridiculous form
(look out' for a remark }that
begins ‘‘You aren't trying to say,
are you, . . .") The vital thing here
e nalk. ta dany tha Assiiaatiban ne

“Argue

must over-speak someone who is
starting up at the same time as you.
Because of this disadvantage, once
one has the floor speak loud and
long (though not boringly) and
finish up strongly on the main point
of the argument to avoid side-
tracking of the discussion.

6 The ball-game

This happens when half a dozen
academics discuss one after the
other so that one gets a vague feel-
ing that the students’ part in the
discussion is irrelevant and that the
whole thing is really a friendly chat
between the academics. This is
really taking ‘quick off the mark’ to
the logical conclusion. A good
reply is not to break in but, by your
bearing, make it apparent that you
consider that part of the discussion
a waste of time, then wait for it
to die of its own accord. If this
approach is used, however, it is
essential to punch the point home
by summarising the ‘ball game’ in
a sentence (which can usually be
done) in a slightly derisive tone,
then ignore it completely and get
on with the main point of the argu-
ment at the point where the last
direct reply to a student took
place. Alternatively one can use the
‘pertinent chip-in' to start a speech
but this needs confidence in the
technique.

7 The see-saw

This is a forceful argument and
appeals to logic for its weight.
When students ask for control or
influence in something, then back
comes the reply that, for a fair view
of things, one ought to consider the
exact opposite. For example, if the
students argue for control of a
Refectory service, then one ought
to consider the arguments in favour
of Refectory control of the Union
bar. This, which is superficially
logical, is the most insidious form
of irrelevancy approach. Here it is
vital to crush even the acceptance
that the point should be discussed:
firmly on the Irretevancy
point (not on the agenda) and, If
this falls, simply refuse to discuss

legitimately to illustrate a point, but
the academic takes an example
which is extreme in all other res-
pects, so much so that it can quite
Jjustifiably be called an Imaginary
situation. The aim is to discredit a
worthy point by finding an extreme
situation where it would not apply,
or only with difficulty. Here one
must emphasise the ludicrous
nature of the extreme aspects and
point out how unrealistic, unlikely
and, therefore, inapplicable the
example is. If this is done success-
fully, the red herring attempt is not
merely defeated but the original
point is strengthened.

12 The deaf ear implied

This is a straightforward trick
and remarkably successful because
of its innate simplicity. When a
point is made, perhaps forcibly, to
which there is no reply, the other
side may simply Ignore it and carry
on with the previous point or start
a new one. It is vital not to let this
happen, and all students should
work at that particular point, refus-
ing to be drawn by any other line
of argument. This is important
because it is an even chance that
that particular point is one to which
the other side has no answer, and,
therefore, the one which can win
the case.

13 The ham-string trip-wire

In this situation the academics
will try to torpedo the discussions
before they have even begun.
There are three approaches here:
(a) it is not relevant, (b) we are
nat competent to discuss it, (c) it
is not very rewarding to discuss it.
With (a) and (c), the reply is that
in your opinion it Is relevant/re-
warding and anyway this can only
be ascertained for sure by discuss-
ing it. With (b), enquire who is
competent and, if there are no
students there, demand discussions
with the next best. In any case, if
you are certain that the conference
you are at ought to discuss it, insist
that they do and don't a‘lscuﬁfs any-
thing else until they agree.
14 'I'In ceteris/paribus nohnul

2 b &

The tasks that confront the student movement this October
are varied and difficult — but perhaps central to them is the ques-
tion of an effective strategy ‘neenlng our approach towards
institutions of higher education.

If we are not careful tha Temole, they are substituting a
movement will be divided! Vicarious participation in in-
between university (college) re- dustrial struggle in lieu of their
formers, and revolutionaries OWN STRUGGLE on every
who are content to use the cam-4¢8mpus in the country. Chang-
puses merely as recruiting U8 the system means attacking
grounds for the nearest picket-ncapitalism on all fronts
line. Such a polarized perspec-{ €conomic, cultural, educational,
tive can readily be exploitediWelfare, which does imply that
both by Vice-Chancellors and he first struggle begins by the
student “moderates” and "demand for control over one’s
bureaucrats, to politically n work-situation, whatever
ostracize and isolate the more that may be. (Needless to add
militant students — it is a does not preclude activities
perspective which spells disaster i other struggles).
but which was all too evident at
the Revolutionary  Socialist = DENT POWER
Students Federation (RSSF) = All this does not mean that
conference in June. “the student struggle should be
nducted on reformist terms.
t power should be con-
ped with developing a mass
ment—a movement which
forced by the very nature of
eges to explore the outer
ts of university reform. It is
about having four or five
nts on the Senate, The

guard of the movement will
» more than willing to accept
efforts of principals to con-
in student revolt and therefore
the moment-of confrontation,
ttle is fought in every college
ten the vanguard of the
and the rearguard of the
for the heart of the move-

The first fact that we have to
face is that most students are *
not ideologically *“‘turned-on,”
and thus operate in an essen-
tially apolitical milieu. No =
matter how many slogans are .
shouted at the “masses”, they
are not suddenly going to ®
repudiate their lack of political
education. The initial step must *.
therefore be to establish a level
of communication, which may
well focus on educational issues:.

— and why not?

All too often the militants on |
campuses can be stigmatized on
the grounds that “they are not
really interested in educational
issues,” for the simple reason
that they are too busy quoting g Ehw'limt“ h"ave :;:;g:f
Lenin to actually get down to & “
the more tedious task of '
‘elaborating alternative concer
tions of higher education

upon by us by — capital

the apontnity of the
s hunnasla ~f iha

ALL POWER T0 THE
GAMPUS SOVIETS

participation on  governing
boards, student choice in
methods of assessment, control
over discipline which is
likely to invelve paralysing the
existing structure in order to
change it.

CAMPUS SOVIETS

However changes mentioned
above are the only concrete ex-
pressions of a countervailing
system of educational values—
values which apart from stand-
ing the test of national debate
within the imposed terms of
reference of the existing struc-
ture—are nevertheless insepar-
ably allied to the social content
a demand which is ultimately,
of course dependent on Wor-
lL.ers’ Power and -one of the most
cffective ways fo assist their
struggle is to develop our own

educational challenge to
capitalism.
However that situation is

probably not close at hand.
Therefore student Power has to
be struggled for within the con-
text of escalating demands with-
in the university.

This means counterposing the
principles of Soviet or Direct
Democracy against the ineffec-
tual workings of representative
democracy. It has to begin in
the running of the students’
Union so that policy-making is
the natural order of the day, for
all students, not just an elite
elected to a council, which in
turn elects an executive. Work-
ing within a hierarchical frame-
work is generally doomed to

failure. Unless the majority, of

students can effectively partici-

pate in controlling their own
mnblass  feas sskossan a8

MISSIONS will then report
back to UNION MEETINGS
where the real decisions will be
taken—such that all the evils of
government by bureaucracy,
secrecy and manipulation is re-
placed by a process of direct
and open decision-making based
on the spontaneous participa-
tion of large numbers of
students.

These are the organisation
principles of Soviet Democracy
(no connection with Brezhney-

style dictatorship) which
operated in Workers” Councils
in the Hungarian Revolu-

tion of 1956—and in the spon-
taneous creation of Soviets
which emerge in the wake of
every genuine revolution. These
principles found new expression
in the occupation of the Sor-
bonne last May, and student
revolts in this country at Horn-
sey, Essex and Hull. The lesson
of real democracy is that unless
one has participation—one has
nothing. Government by apathy
is the abortion of democracy in
which the formal institutions
count for more than the actual
social results, which were deter-
mined by the few, in the “demo-
cratic” absence of the many.

The Soviet style of politics is
totally alien to our society, but
yet as was demonstrated at
Hornsey, Hull and Essex, a
ready expression of our organi-
sational needs. The mass meet-,
ing very often arrives at a
general will of near unanimity
on a number of issues, and can
at all times recall and dismiss
its functionaries and delegates.
Wlthm this framework of

dhhaae o ladla st e
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Tom Fawthrop

taneously struggle against the
authoritarian form: of organisa.
tion that the system fosters —
which in no small way has con-
tributed to the degeneration and
corruption of the political par-
ties of the left — both Social
Democratic — and Communist,
The banner of democracy in
higher education may be cone
ducted in a great variety of poli=
tical frames of reference. How-
ever any struggle for democra-
tization in any sector of
capitalism can never be irre
levant to the overall struggle to
change the system, which quite
rightly focuses on industry.

Our effectiveness, however,
as revolutionary socialist stus
dents is going to be dependent
upon a rejection of any ome-
dimensional interpretation of
Marxism, which fails to relate
not only the needs of the capi-
talist economy to higher educa-
tion but more importantly from
the angle of student revolt —
the real needs of higher educa-
tion to the economy.

The major problem is the
destruction of the narrow-
minded conception of what
politics is about, so that the
large majority of students be-
come more sensitive to relation=
ships between their own struggle
and the struggles of the widnrl
society. The development of
direct democracy on the campus
can be instrumental in tearing
asunder the “no entry” signs
that capitalism puts on every
movement ,in the hope that
struggles will forever beat in
isolation against the citadels of |
wealth and power. France
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aim om* ftn- ‘a remark | that
begins “You aren't trying to say,
are you, . . .") The vital thing here
Is not to deny the accusation or
remark because then you impliedly
accept their view of things and
appear apologetic. Simply restate
the point in different words or from
a slightly different angle (if the
attack Is fierce, make the reply
fierce such as starting off by saying
“You don't seem to understand
what I'm getting at. . . .”) Apart
from these, there are a variety of
methods which academics use to
weaken the whole presentation of
a case.

4 The chopping block

A case will be laid before you or
perhaps a document and you will
be asked for general comments: be-
ware, this often provides a happy
hunting ground for being beaten in
argument, the weakest link in a
chain of points bearing the full
brunt of the attack. In such circum-
stances, give one opinion and one
only and make that the main point,
Also try turning the tables by ask-
ing them for a string of general
comments but DON'T attack the
weakest point, deal with the one
which is most relevant.

5 Quick off the mark

Where an important point is
made, an academic will be quick
off the mark to follow on once the
previous speaker has finished and
this cuts you out. The only remedy
is to do the same, though obviously
this needs skill. If necessary, one

! 1“\ "_"'\:--;A b.

Argue’ .ﬂrmly on th. lmlmcy
point (not on the agenda) and, |
this fails, simply refuse to discuss
it. This technique is a relation of
the ‘red herring’ family which
follows.

8 Red herring spawn

Here a side issue or point men-
tioned by a speaker is picked up
and treated as the main line of dis-
cussion. Simply ignore this well-
used technique and get back to the
main line of argument.

9 The red herring mirage (a)

Here one cites an example in
the process of putting forward a
general point, (e.g. the library is an
example of the general problem of
overcrowding), and the example is
seized upon as the basis of discus-
sion, the real substance of the
argument being lost in the mean-
time. Simply ignore the example
and get back to the main point, at
the same time stating that the
example was an illustration and no
more.

10 The red herring mirage (b)
This is an example from the
other side which is raised with the
deliberate intention of foisting it
on the conference as the main line
of discussion. The difference is
that, instead of suggesting it one-
self, it is held out as dialectic bait
for the unwary student. The reason
for its separation from the first type
of mirage is that it seems to be
more successful in leading one off
the track. Again it is totally irrele-

'. 1 ‘a Jon't disc
thing else until they agree.

14 The celeris/paribus reciprocal

This argument in a sense tends
to be a mirror image of the above
one. Instead of a toplc being Irrele
vant to everything, the academic

will argue that a particular subject §

is dependant and inter-related to
a host of other subjects and that it
can't be discussed in isolation. The
result of this Is that the thing
doesn't get argued about at all or
only in the context of a general dis-
cussion. It appears here that the
academics have never heard of
ceteris paribus but the facetious
approach won't cut much ice with
them. The best approach is to
ignore the comment on inter-
relation and just proceed to discuss
the point, perhaps starting off by
‘the ball game' and adopting an
implied ceteris paribus approach.
If this is reasonably skilful, the
other side will be drawn into dis-
cussion on the subject.

15 The academic foxtrot

This is the clever trick of conced-
ing on a small issue which gives
the impression of being reasonable.
This then makes an outright attack
on another point appear less un-
reasonable. The basic method of
avoiding this is to adopt the attitude
of dealing with each case on its
merits. Also, if attention is con-
centrated on main Issues, this
technique loses its importance.
Remember: One discussion — One

subject

British Anarchists

To re-gro

The «leanest thing around the
Co-operative Hall in  Liverpool’s
Derby Lane over the weekend of
Septembey 21st-22nd was 4 group
of about 150 anarchists attending
th. Annuyal Conference of the
Ararchist Fed ration of Briain,
The Conference as the fifth such
10 take place since the Federation
wag reconstituted in 1963.

That year saw the death throes
ot CND and many people — old
and young — drifted into local
anarchist groups, thinking that any
part of the so-called peace move-
ment was beter than nothing. Brit-
ish anarchism mushrpomed gver-
nigh. But quantily is no sybstitute
fo: quality. And thie conference
may well be the last the Federation
holde.

Ironically what will determine the
survival of the AFB will be the very
thing which gave it life — the de-
termination of those same peaple
who came out of CND to change

up?

the yotten stale antl society we
live in.

Much debae centred on a hard-
hitting pamphlet on the ‘Aims and
Principles of Anarchism’, produced
by the more fanatical members of
the Black Flag group. This, in
it= turn, tecruits from the hard
anarchists who refuse to concede
any points to the traditional left.

They say that “the liberal seeks
greater freedom within the struc-
ture of the society in which he
lives; he rejects the method of
class struggle which relate to the
economic divisions of society™ As
a liberal comrade from Birmingham
was to remark (to some derision)
“There are two kinds of comrades
and some are more anarchiet than
others™,

This play on words in anathema
to the hard left. John Rety, editor
of ‘Freedom’, told me; “We must
now face up to unpleasant facts.
Much is expected of us. We are
supposed to be the most revolutibn-

by MONICA FOQT

ary group In the country. But in
the: past we have been in the olym-
pian position of heing a small
minority group. Now we must shed
the liberal element before we can
move forward as anarchists to the
revolution.”

Many felt that any collaboration
with  organisations working 1o

change state policy from within was |8

an indulgence to be borne with
complaints, if, indeed, at all. The
conference added up to a conciu-

sion which has lessons for all, The
liberal wing will not budge. But
reither will the hard men. The|§

British anarchist movement will
consolidate itself into a small group
of active and certainly dangerous
men (that is to say — they repre-
sent a real threat to the state — no
men of sraw). The others will once
more find themselves out in the
cold — looking for another CND,
another gang of do-gooders, another
matey oldschool-tie bureaucracy.

5s any-

-cipline,

‘elaborating alternative conceps . ... :

tions of higher education thrusy ::?fc te ot::ys;zn:nn;?t;he:rl al?:

upon by us by - capithiism, ent. The hypocrisy of the
And capitalism, comrades, admi strnlion. and the weak-

does not confine its activithes to ness  of  the  professional

factories and the stock exchange
but covers all aspects of life, ln-

cluding  education! Socﬂ :
students passively accept A
status quo in higher education
on the grounds that it is NOT
important. At the same time by
revolutionary exhortauons o
the working class from

they are socially and poli

ESSE

To go back is

DAVID TRIESMAN

From the end of February to
buginning of June, the Univers
ci Essex was either in a state ol
pertial or total disorder. The com

token reform in

ssible

courses, and the control of their
content that will be at the centre
ol the first actions at places like
Pssex. If we saw these struggles as
stituted authority of the ins purely internal issues, as matters
had the most tenuous contagt ! reform to be easily accomplished
with “control”, and even that link by winning a seat on Senate or
was never reliable. ~ having some bogus legal jargon
It had all started when Enogh added to the Statutes, we would be
Powell, making the sort of fighting bourgeois issues. But the
we usually call “‘inflamatory militants at Essex have gone a long
actually inflamed us, Apart from “iy beyond that point, have drawn
efforts to decapitate him with an !" conclusions about the links
iron bar, several other oug between the outside controls and
offences were committed, like production demands and the inside
pouring beer over the chairmam mode of organisation. By making
of the Conservatives, and the links explicit, that e, by show-
Urniversity decided to murt‘g ing them to exist in action, the
its disciplinary functions, © nature of the demands to break
We stopped them from doing o, down the control of capital, is a
From then till the sending down @ revolutionary act, at least, poten-
three students in May, for t . tially.
par! in an anti-Porton Down deme Being a potentially revolutionary
stration, no one was really ce alp 4ct, we must expect Essex militants
that the University had any di lo themselves move outward into
linary control at all. Indeed, the community, in careful co-
students and staff struck until '_ operation with local trades councils
three were reinstated, in | and other workers' organisations.
erding any pretence at buraua There are many areas of life where
control within the University. the  contradictions are manifestly
Of course, the root prohlems: till the same for both groups — the
exist, and they will unti] fundimen. control of land and property prices
tal social issuee are revolutionises precludes the possibility of a fair
Th disciplinary controls have to chance in the remtier market for
exist if they are to control . th. poorest sections in a town like
dence, even dissidence about diss Colchester.
because dissidence Il That section contains the poor
finally and inevitably disrupt e worker, the pensioner, the widow,
production of the quintissen the medium income worker with
capitalist utility, the skilled a large family AND the student,
nical manager. And discipline is @88 No one can doubt the feeling in
much maintained by the the air and this year, 60 miles
system, which also has ultim north east of London, the long
selection functions, gs by tribunals. cold winter has to mark the
One thing, then, is clear: it is period of a big step forward. To
around the control of the stude go back is impossible; we have
life, hrough rules, exams and to take the only road that's
introduction of sireaming in some open, :

lio:

moddltes has to be exposed
such that the alternatives for the
future of that college are clearly
presented: on the one hand
accordance
with N.U.S. philosophy, on the
other serious change which is
concerned to transform the in-
stitution. Such serious changes
would include — 50% student

y

R jority

pate in controlling their own
policy (by virtue of government
by UNION MEETINGS every
fortnight) the students will pas-
sively accept the leadership of
the bureaucrats. And from
union meetings, the sovereign
body of the students, all power
should be delegated directly to
other students, who will pursue
particular aspects of educa-
tional policy-making as well as
political policy-making inside
COMMISSIONS. These COM-

4
POLITICS AND SPORT

| read Peter's article on the
Mexico Olympics with some reser-
vations. His arguments that sport
encourages right-wing tendencies
and is exerting a powerful influence
over the working class as an
opiate, are, seen objectively,
obviously accurate. There s no
doubt that the ruling class is divert-
ing the workers' attention from poli-
tical issues to purely recreational
issues—but is it not rather a stimu-
lant to the workenss' natural inclina-
tion to avoid politics. It has been
increasingly evident recently that
the working class whose power you
are trying so hard to wield, cannot
absorb the broad conceptions of
Marxist thigking which involve a
clear realisation of the connexion
between conflicting forces in the
world today. Men with below aver-
age intelligence—atl east, below
average thinking capacity because
of the lack of suitable education,
cannot be expected to understand
principles which do not directly and
swiftly affect their own financial
position. As you know, man is
innately conservative.

Sport, then, is welcomed not
forced. Do your ‘democratic’ ideas
extend as far as deciding on behalf
of an individual what his intellect
should enjoy? Be practical. Man
enjoys sport and altheugh the fact

students can efféctively partici-

Y gl # Yap g las

h “An
its functnoﬁanes and dalesnea.
Within  this framework of
democracy there s little room
for elites and bureaucracy—and
students are able to feel pro-
bably for the first time in their
lives a sense of meaningful
involvement in a collective pro-
cess of those who take the
orders, organising themselves

in an effective way to counter
the moves of those who give the
orders — i.e. the authorities, If
we are to effectively fight a
system, then we have to simul-

LETTERS

that he has done so for thousands
of years does not necessarily prove
anything, it does suggest that the
situation is likely to continue for
some time!l Sport is used as a
political panacea but it has at least
one point in its favour: it provides
an outlet for man's innate aggres-
sive instincts (these cannot be dis-
puted; they are essential to the
very existence of the human race)
which have previously manifested
themselves in the holocaust of war,
Man's nature is eternal. Don't

waste time trying to change it;
bear it in mind, and use it. Think
positively.

PENELOPE TEATHER,

‘2 Cawcliffe Drive,

Brighouse, Yorks.

COHN-BENDIT FOR
RECTOR
Dear Comrades,

As you know, Daniel Cohn-Bendit
has been nominated for the rector-
ship of Glasgow University, and a
committee has been formed to sup-
port him. This committee comprises
members of several groups; G.U.
Independent Socialist Club, Radical
Students’ Alliance, Glasgow Com-
munist Movemeant (Marxist-
Leninist), and individuals from
other tendencies.

Many expenses are incurred dur-
ing a rectorial campaign, and we

e

=T

I Bnreuss il
uola.tion against the ¢ ;
wealth and power, "o A
lems can be overcome, not by
sectarian  dichotomies of
university versus the

struggle, but by developing thels
common identity and purpose
as a ftotal movement for trans
forming capitalism into
society in which people are only
afraid of one thing — and that
is the freedom, which embodies
the modern revolution of the
advanced industrial societies.

have no financial support from any
wealthy individual or organisation.
The other candidates, Baroness |
Elliot and the Very Reverend Lord
MacLeod are, of course, waell
supported and unlikely to meet
any serious financial difficulties.
This is not our case. We would be
very pleased, therefore, if as much
publicity as possible could be given
to our campaign, and would be
grateful if our article could be pub-
lished in Black Dwarf.

This campaign is not an end in |
itself, our intention is not merely
to obtain a good rector, but to
abolish the entire system of educa-
cation which exists at present, and
to replace it with something better.
It is most important that we aro
successful.

Although we already have the B
verbal acceptance of Cohn-Bendit,,
we are unable to contact him to
obtain a written formal acceptance.
If you know of his whereabouts, or
how to contact him, please let us
know. !

We hope Black Dwarf continues ','
to flourish, and that it will make a
contribution to the revolution and
the defeat of imperialism.

L

KEITH ATKINSON
g.u. Cohn-Bendit Rectorla_l.‘r
campaign. | '
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s difficult to talk about the purpose of a University. Even the Robbins Committee
ter the three years debate, evaded the problem; all but two pages of 1:hell'g

port discusses quantitative rather than qualitative data

)JUR CONCEPT OF A U

hose of the University staff
) ever display any interest in
it their job entails appear to
d one of two extreme views:
re are those who believe that
Jniversity is a place where
zarch is carried out and stu-
ts are trained as and when
iety demands, and that
ademic freedom’ is really no
re than the freedom to waste
valuable resources of society.
. the other hand there are
se who hold the concept of
idemic freedom sacred and
el any attempt to destroy the
iversity as a community of
jolars concerned in the dis-
erested pursuit of truth. Both
'S¢ views contain elements of
> reality of the situation in
ich Universities find them
ves today, and elements
ich any University must
ain in the future, A Univer-
y must always be involved in
> improvement of techno-
rical skills and in the training
specialists in technologicai
lds. At the same time Univer-
les must remain detached
m society; seeking to broaden
> various spheres of know-
Ige, be they in the Humanities
the Sciences.
But this is not to go back to
¢ days of the Ivory Tower:
owledge cannot be value-free
d will always be related to
e society with which it is con-
rned—for example, the prin-
ole of induction cannot be
oved by empirical observation
r by logical deduction and
t it serves as the basis for all

SRR L T
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problems, they are chided for
‘heir impatient and immature
idealism. The professors mean-
while are too absorbed in the
power politics within the Uni-
versity to care about the results
of power politics in the outside
world, On the issue of the Over-
seas Student Fees increase the
University authorities seemed
less concerned at the injustice
of the situation than at the fact
that they had not been con-
sulted.

LITTLE BOXES

The empirical outlook of
Western ideology not only
debases man’s moral stature,
turning him into a mindless tool
performing functions that have
no wider meaning, but cripples
his creative faculties as well.
Contemporary philosophy re-
flects this malaise in creativity.
Our thinkers no longer wrestle
to find solutions to problems
that have always plagued man,
but merely analyse what the
words we use to express these
problems mean. The purpose of
the state becomes irrelevant, so
long as we can define what the
‘state’ means.

Such a view can only stem
from a satisfaction with the
world tenable only to those
who feed well from the West's
well-stocked table. Th¢ dis-
possessed of poorer countries
whose exploitation helps to feed,
among others, the Western
philosopher, may be forgiven if

they believe the problems of the

world are real and not mercly a
confusion of words But philo-
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words, those who can contribute
directly to maintaining capita-
lism,

Post-Robbins higher educa-
tion, but whether its graduates
meet the needs of capitalist in-
dustry, among which the
development of the student’s
status quo. Knowledge is seen
as a given body of ‘facts’ or
‘rules’ taught to those who will
one day, if they are among the
exceptional few, discover new
‘facts’ and ‘rules’ within the
boundaries of their discipline,
Students are sometimes taught
to be critical, but it is a
blinkered criticism that sees
only straight ahead and does
not look around. Our students
may be taught how to analyse
problems into their component
parts but seldom to relate these
problems to others. The dog-
matic insistence by the scholarly
on intensive study in narrow
fields develops the skills of the
analyst at the expense of those
of the synthesist, the man who

can relate one problem to
another and discover their
relationship.

Analysis depends upon hay-
ing problems, theories and facts
neatly defined. Synthesis pro-
duces new problems, new
theories, complete world views
— even, dare we say it, new
moral outlooks, %
AUTHORITY STRUCTURES

Excessive concentration on
analysis creates whole authority
structures laying ddwn the ‘sub-
jects’ for analysis,yThe increass
ing specialisation of university

A i is b nnte srarstlasoly ks fha

KNOWLEDGE FACTORY

rubbing shoulders with people
of different disciplines, different
views, etc., is really a myth,

If synthesis is an important

mposed upon them. This ideal

as to contend not only with the
inertia of existing educational
‘traditions, but also with the
tool of the scholar, then broader [ opposition of those who are in-
education is an important part | terested in command of the in-
of the scholar's education, and © dustrial machinery, and who
not merely a surface gloss to  realise that such an educational
enable the bigotted specialist to " system if made general would
appear human. If on the other ' threaten their ability to use
hand, synthesis is not impor-'" others for their own ends.’ These
tant, then broader education:" words ring very true today.
becomes irrelevant — a means  Students are growing increas-
whereby we can indulge “"‘ti ingly impatient of being used
shallow gossip of current affairs * to suit the needs of narrowly
and the arts to maintain our conceived vocations while their
social status. " true vocation is undiscovered.

The university we should aim " Even the academic has become
at is one where broader educa- a narrow professional, his Ph.D,
tion is seen as a necessary part  thesis a qualification for a
of scholarship and should lher% lectureship rather than the
fore be organically linked to the ™ product of a burning desire for
student’s discipline, rather tham = knowledge.
imposed from above. StudentS§  The truly vocational educa-
must be able to choose where | tion involves the development
specialise and thus how to relaté. of the student’s sense of purpose,
their specialism to other discips so that he knows that his study
lines. It is only then that ¥e  is worthwhile and of service to
shall educate scholars devo humanity. This is a field in
to developing man’s consciou$s  which the University fails
ness of himself and the world, miserably. The student drifts
rather than merely rooting il aimlessly from A levels to his
their own backyard. degree, driven only by competi-

tion to attain a secure niche in
society’s elite. Service to society
is as foreign to him as service to
the truth, for he has been care-
| fully prevented from obtaining
any knowledge of, or kinship to,
the majority of people and in-
stitutions that make up that

? ;%6 the Unllllbnlly becomes

‘:mledgo factory. It pro-
" snansank . tn st thaas

Those who claim the obs
jectivity of the University fail to
appreciate how much it acts
within the framework laid
by capitalist society. Galbraith
has said tha‘t the . foremost’
defenders of capitalist dogm
are not businessmen (who are.
faced with the task of
it work), but

tion from others and his ambi--

system is vital. The student is
trained to jump over a series of
hurdles — O-levels, A-levels,
finals, etc., and to feel no pity
for those who fall by the way-
side. After all, he has succeeded
by ‘individual effort.” The result
of this intensely competitive
system is to weaken his ties with
others. Either they are failures
and worthy of his contempt or
pity, or potential rivals, Hence
the social game that students
play in sweating their guts out
to pass exams whilst constantly
pretending to their friends that
they do not work, The student
who claimed he worked hard
would risk the humiliation of
appearing dim if he failed,
whereas if he successfully
maintains his pretence of casual
indolence he can always claim
he didn’t care anyway., The
Examination system also en-
sures that success is pursued in
socially defined terms: personal
achievement is attained over
other students and not in
mastering knowledge.

But man is not necessarily
competitive and competition
breeds its own contradictions.
The students who succeed have
learned to weigh their life in
terms of status rather than
happiness, and student life has
become notable for its anxiety
rather than its joyfulness. The
working class student in parti-
cular may have to lose all his
ties with his family and commu-
nity in pursuit of the status-
orientated aims of our educa-

tional system. (For a delalled
sbhend.. al adiceastdeinallas

‘mutually -

RSITYBy some Radical Minds in Birmingham

status. The non-conformity of
the University is generally con-
fined to a small minority of stu-
dents who are not encouraged
in their ways. The patterns of a
student’s personality are formed
long before he leaves school and
the University merely reinforces
them. The majority of middle-
class students are in harmony
with the society that has
bestowed so many advantages
on them, while the working class
student minority has to fight to
maintain a grip on the social
ladder and has little energy or
interest left for developing origi-
nality. But the prime cause of
conformity is the insecurity in-
herent in the educational system
—an insecurity not based on
having one’s ideas challenged
(which is healthy), but rooted in
a lack of any apparent purpose
in the academic rat-race, except
gaining higher status. The stu-
dent must therefore judge him-
self through other people’s eyes
in the absence of any personally
meaningful goals, Students are
alienated from their work and
thus lack any self-motivation
to study. Their unity with their
fellow-students is against the
system (sharing worries about
exams) rather than for it (shar-
ing their enthusiasm for the
course). Any meaning in Uni-
versity life depends on accept-
ance by a group, hence the
exclusive  “cliques
centred around Halls, 'depart-
ments, Union politics, drama,
sport, etd.c The ‘hippie
student conforms to  the

o~ Bl s B e o R L B

demics. The result of such an
inefficient bureacracy is that
major issues are

shuttled around committees q
til the problem becomes
urgent that a decision has to ﬁ
made arbitrarily by someone &
the top. The ineffectiveness
formal decision-making bodies
means that real power rests In
the hands of informal growps
So the University operates withe
out coherent direction, I8
administrators content to bas
gain away among the UGC, the
worthy dignatories and indus
trialists from the City who
on University Council, and

professors, some long
rusted away in office.
representation might not

make the system more
cratic, but also more sane.
present the lack of any
purpose in the University
ders it defenceless against
worst features of
politics. i
THE SCHOLASTIC NAVEL
It is no wonder then that the
University, ashamed of it
blankets its strange behavie
in an attempt to ward off
demands of the outside v
Instead of leading, it fra
defends its ‘independence’
right to contemplate its oWl
scholastic navel. The Universi
will never maintain its indepel
dence of spirit. Instead of col
tinually comrromxsmg >
the contradictory aims of
ing the nocds of industr)
ml.lllllilln“ m
position in society, the
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nauction nno

d by empirical cbservauon

y logical deduction and
serves as the basis for all
fic laws. We must accept
ely because we find its
, useful, and no concept
2’ can be value-free.
ywledge cannot then rest
on the application of
| rules to objective data.
ot only can the validity of
les and their relevance be
oned, but the gathering
a itself is subject to value-
ients, both in the choice
1e weighting of data. Even
ientist can choose which
'ms he wishes to solve;
er he seeks to improve the
it or to introduce more ex-
> refinements in the
ments of war. The so-
‘objectivity’ of science is
ore often a disguise for the
ral objects it serves, How
Birmingham  University
to be ‘objective’ when it
25 £29,000 worth of
ce contracts a year? The
values the University
to be concerned about
ose of ‘responsibility’ (a
:d word meaning ‘con-
1g to Society’s accepted
of behaviour’), which it
es through its disciplinary
lure. As soon as students
istrate their willingness to
the responsibility for
g to solve the world’s

they believe the problems of the
world are ml and not :nerely a
confusion of words. But philo-
sophy is typical of most
disciplines in the University in
its complacent acceptance of the
common man, Its graduates
burned not with desire for the
truth so much as desire for
social acceptance based on an
aristocratic cultural superiority.
Now that technical efficiency
has replaced cultural superiority
as a means of gaining social
status, so the university has ad-
justed accordingly.

Some have mistaken the in-
creasing numbers  entering
higher education in this country
as a sign of a growing egalita-
rianism concerned with the need
to develop each person’s
potential, This is the most naive
belief. The Robbins Commission
was too busy licking its lips at
the increase in economic growth
that a higher proportion of
graduates would produce to

bother with anything so trivial

as considering what sort of edu-
cation students would be receiv-
ing. It is not idealism that has
stimulated educational growth,
but the industrial demands of
an increasingly technological
society for more highly trained
manpower. The slogan is not
‘higher education for all’ but
‘higher education for all who
can benefit from it, or in other

ternational
>volutionary
udents Conference
ylumbia University

ew  York
ptember

1968

ted promisingly enough. On the first day that students
upposed to register for their courses the Columbia
aged a demonstration to persuade the administration
ster the 30-odd students suspended for their

| activities last spring, and this protest was successful
h to close down the registration centre for the day.

structures laying down the ‘sub-
jects' for analysisyThe increas
ing specialisation of university
departments mercilessly cuts the
fields of knowledge into
manageable domestic gardens.
Subject boundaries once rigidly
delineated develop their own
bureaucratic =~ momentum as
scholars fight to maintain the
prestige of their own depart-
ments at the expense of their
contribution to knowledge. This
fragmentation of knowledge
debases the university separat-
ing scholars not only from the
world, but from each other, and
weakening the creative potential
of research, It heightens the
authoritarian nature of the
university as each student has
to master a given body of know-
ledge instead of being able to
follow his own nose and impose
his own self-discipline. Too
much analysis also bolsters con-
formity. Students can avoid
questioning the whole machine
if they are merely investigating
a small cog. It educates students
sceptical of theory, while
passively uncritical of the pre-
sent world, for they have never
looked beyond it,

Now we can see why the tra-
ditional role of the university in
developing scholastic ability by
‘educating the whole man’ by
intensive narrow study while
exposing him to the magic of

In retaliation the administration,
headed by its acting president
Andrew Cordier, whose work for
the US government included the
supervision of the coup that killed
Patrice Lumumba, refused SDS per-
mission to hold the opening session
of the International Revolutionary
Students Conference in the McMillin
Hall. Recapturing, for the benefit
of their foreign guests, the spirit of
last spring, the students swept over
the campus past outraged security
guards (one rushed past me as fast
as his advanced years would allow,
muttering ‘“‘the bastards”) and
liberated an auditorium where the
first session was held,

The idea of the conference was to
exchange ideas on strategy and prac-
tice. From the first two things
obvious: the Europeans were far
more sophisticated both in their
knowledge and interpretation of
political theory than their American
comrades, while the latter proved
how large a gap there was between

“faced with the task of makiig

it work), but econbmick doifs
who preach and strengthe| the
ideology of capitalism. = The
ruthless demands of buSiness
place a high premium on the
knowledge industry that forces
the University out of its shell.

The ivory tower ired
not to the heights of intel-
lectual greatness but 10 the

heights of contempt for the
critical awareness of himself
and his relation to society, does
not figure highly. Instead,
capitalism demands of its stu-
dents a combination of specialist
ability, social conformity and a
zest for ruthless competition.
The difficulty of fulfilling in-
dustry’s insistent demands with
the traditional academic nature
of courses has led to the debate
over vocational education.
What is often overlooked is that
there is nothing wrong with
vocational education, but a lot
wrong with vocational training,
which is all some University
~ourses offer. A truly vocational
education equips the student to
serve mankind and not merely
to fit square pegs inte holes,
whose size is determined by the
ruling elite, As Dewey said, 50
years ago, ‘Above all it would
train the power of re-adaptation
to changing conditions so that
future workers would not be-
come blindly subject to a fate

rhetoric and practice. However cer-
tain words, whoeyer used them,
triggered off wild applause: “‘com-
bative”, “solidarity with (Panthers/
Mexicans/NLF)”, “revolutionary
consciousness”, “Che Guevara”, and
“the working class’.

The level of theory was almost
frighteningly high. The German
SDS delegates showed how their
universities, described as *“barracks
for disciplined idiots”, now strongly
organised into SDS chapters, altered
student consciousness from reformist
to revolutionary by making demands
which the administration was unable
to grant: political freedom on
campus, participation in curricular
and administrative decisions by

. students.

A second Italian delegate, after
congratulating the English RSSF
delegate for the cogency of his
political analysis, complained that
the French 22 March Movement
movement failed because the Left
did ‘not sufficiently prepare the
revolutionary consciousness of those
elements of the population without

L Mhus the Un)*nlw becomoes
Ja knowledge factory., It pro-
" duces its research to suit those

who pay the bill without regard

[to its ultimate purpose, just as

our factories make bombs -

only undirected knowledge can
be far more dangerous. Scholars
‘measure their status in words

‘rather thun pounds, but other-

wise resemble the businessmen
they scorn, in not caring whether
their work is of any use other
than that of maintaining their

prestige. To keep their position
they teach students to follow
the same road, turning them into
yet more products eager to be
used as industry’s tools instead
‘of standing independently as
men.

ALIENATED STUDENT
Narrow specialisation, com-
petition and conformity. The
first of these three qualities that
capitalism demands of its stu-
dents has been dealt with. The
second is vital to a society based
on the profit motive. Students
must not only be made willing
to act as products for industry
but to use others also. Industry

requires its captains as well as
ite' deckhands and they must

have no scruples about viewing
their fellow-men as objects to be
overcome  rather than as
bﬁ@lm Here the Examination

whom & true revolution is impos-
sible: the working class, The French-
man commented to me afterwards
that the main debate was obviously
su&s to be between those who
believed in spontaneity and those
who believed in planning. He was
absolutely right.

After a run-down on the situation
in Mexico, which took place in a
slightly uneasy atmosphere as the
time granted de facto by the ad-
ministration for the use of the hall
had run out, Mark Rudd, who
mostly stayed commendably in the
background throughout the confer-
ence, out of prudence or reticence,
caﬂed for “action tonight”. Every-
one smiled their fear at everyone
emc. as many cops were expected,
but it was “'decided”, in that pecnliar

r the members of Columbia SDS
interpret a consensus, that there
would first be a march around the
campus to gather support—for we

@some 800 strong—and then out
to picket Cordier's house.  This
passed off without incident, but also
without altracting the support of

" punsuit of the status
ul:,onxhd alms of our educa
tional system. (For a detailed
study of educationally success-
ful working-class children see
Jackson and Marsden's brilliant
study “Education and the
Working Class.”) In such a
situation the early drop-out may
have more chances of personal
fulfilment than the ‘working-
class kid who makes good’
whose insecurity increases with
his social status.

Jackson and Marsden cite the
example of Derek Ackroyd, ex-
pelled from Grammar School
for ‘independent - mindedness,’
who returned to his community
as a Communist unofficial
leader. His political activities
led to a wall being built around
a local dam to stop children
from drowning. ‘Mr. Ackroyd
drew on strengths of community
not available to other Grammar
School pupils.’

But examples like this are
rare in a society which does not
care about the millions of work-
ing class kids who don’t make
good, Failure to clear an edu-
cational hurdle is much more
likely to produce self-doubt of
the student’s personal adequacy.

Capitalist competition gives
rise naturally to social confor-
mity as elites are used as models
by those who seek to gain

undergraduates
who merely watched from their
dormitory windows, giving rise to
some misgivings amongst the foreign
contingents as to the true support
for SDS in the university.

The second session was held in

other on campus

McMillin Hall after the liberal
Students for a Restricted University
had offered to book the place in
their name. After the performance
of some “revolutionary” music, a
sonata for flute and piano by Pierre
Boulez to which little attention was
unfortunately paid, the French dele-
gate’s predictions came true and
serious faction fighting developed. It
started with a passionate appeal by
the Mexican spokeswoman for gn
expression of solidarity with the
Mexican students whose occupation
of their university had just been
brutally terminated by the Army.
“We don't want to disrupt the con-
ference,” she said, “but our people
are being killed.” There was an
immediate argument between these
who wanted to rush to the Mexican
Consulate or Travel Service (no one

ments, Union politics, drama,
Taport, ew TMpple
student conforms to  the

accepted ‘cool’ non-conformity
of his own sub-culture. The stu-
dent radical also conforms to
his radical sub-culture, using
the same stock terms of abuse
and evoking the same stock
response. Hence the disparity
between the quantity of rhetoric
expended over Vietnam and
South Afriea and its concrete
results in terms of challenges to
the system.
POWER

The way Birmingham Univer-
sity is run reflects the character
of the education it provides.
Supposedly it is democratic, and
yet students and non-profes-
sorial staff (who together make
up 98 per cent, of its member-
ship) hardly participate at all.
Even Senate, composed of all
the professors, and with overall
academic power, act as a rubber
stamp for Senate Executive, and
if Professor Tobias is to be
believed, serves no useful func-
tion at all. Power is fragmented
into scores of committees (86 of
them, with a combined mem-
bership of 1,700), which ensures
that only the central adminjstra-
tion has any broad perspective.
Many professors sit on too
many committees to be effective
either as administrators or aca-

was sure of their location), take
them over, and hold the conference
there, and those, notably the German
and Italian contingent, who urged
the necessity of planning for maxi-
mum effectiveness. It was decided to
hold off till the morning, or at
least till later, so that the exchange
of ideas could continue. There was
then a virulent dialogue between the
French Trotskyist JCR delegate —
who announced the retaking of the
dormitories of Nanterne and the
settlement therein of slum workers—
and a French anarchist, from which
nothing emerged except massive ap-
plause for the anarchist who derided
all historical experience. From this
point the conference unfortunately
went downhill.

The much-discussed Mexican
demonstration atiracted 30 people.
The important debate as to how to
connect theory and praxis was
almost totally inconclusive, The
Germans said they had thoroughly
prepared their students with theo-
retical work sp that they understpod
what they were doing and the nature

g the
maintaluing Ill
position in society, the

“ ““’"

sity must seek to define and fuls

fil the real needs of society,
the University shows some sigs
of wanting to educate original

and independent human bein

conscious of their basic bre
hood with other men, instead __ .
trying to turn out a I
programmed technocratic
students will be justi
rebelling against.

We do not suggest that ﬁ
University consciously indoes
trinates students with capitllhb

tic ideology. But as Marx would

point out, people are often the
unknowing agents of history,
After all, the staff have come
through the same system thems-
selves successfully, and have a

vested interest in its con-
tinuance,
Universities, through being

continually on the frontiers of

knowledge, have a crucial role
in articulating and shaping the
deeply felt and often implicit
beliefs of mankind. It would be
a tragedy therefore if the Uni-
versity were to abandon its
critical role and blindly accept
the dominant attitudes of the
times. There seems to be con-
siderable evidence to suggest
that it is in real danger of doing
80.

of the system they were fight

implying the Americans eprt:::g
did not, and an Ifalian was cheered
for saying it was not the barricades
that mattered so much as the more
complex political activity that weng
with it, An Americap asked that the
conference discuss the question how
power was to be taken, but it was

not cheered half as much as a girl

who called the conference absurd, '
The highlight of the whole thlng-
was not the extraordinarily dx\y
lecture by Ernest Mandel, straight
from the text-books, but an inter-
vention by Abbie Hoffman, a leading
member of those politicised sur-
realists, the Yippies. Jumping onto
the speaker's desk and playing
brilliantly with a yoyo, he was the

first person to talk to the audience,

and communicate the “fuck the
world” philosaphy so wildly ap-

plauded by American stpdents in

Columbia as in Chicago. The sad
thing was, however, that his was the
best received performance of tba
week.
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13.6 THE BLACK DWARF #

1€ people who seem to be fairing well these days in Mexico City are the newspaper
ndors. They are able to sell their newspapers in a quarter of the usual time and have
e rest of the day or night to themselves. The government controlled press gives a fraction
"the news, but Mexicans are sophisticated and have learned to read between the lines

IEXICO—GOLD MEDAL FOR BRUTALITY 5

Occasionally a small para- On the one hand because of knew how to destroy, but the flowered Paseo de la were no longer disposed to made so that order would be adjacent plaza have been the quickly. Granaderos entered

graph of meaty material
creeps in. For example, the
Mexican daily, El Dia (mod-
erately leftist in its interna-
tional coverage, but, like its
fellows, pro-government on
domestic affairs) reported of
the September 23rd battle in
the Tlatelolco neighbourhood,

On numerous occasions the
police chiefs and journalists
had to intervene to prevent
the granaderos (riot police),
who seemed to be in an on-
usually exacerbated state,
from beating those whom
they had detained. Reten-
tions were made indiscrim-
inately.

(El Dia, Sept. 22, 1968, p-1)
while El Heraldo (a conser-
vative daily) reported the
shooting of a granadero by an
army lieutenant whose mother,
sister, and cousin had bee’n
offended by ths granadero’s
brutality. (El Heraldo, Sept.
22, 1968, p. TA).

During the last few days
bloody clashes between stud-
ents and granaderos oqcurred
in perhaps a hundred different

laces in the city, so that what
Mexicans are not able to read
i1» their newspapers, many of
them have been able to ob-
serve from their own windows.

“During the Olympic year

of 1968, Mexico throws

open her gates and her hea’l,'t

to the people of all nations™.
Publications Department,
Organizing Commitice of the
Nineteenth Olympiad.

Next to stugdents and young
people who make the mustake
of looking lik¢ students, tnose
who feel most insecure are
foreigners. ‘Article 145 of the

" Péderal Penal Code is arlaw

hich metes out punishment
Which o8 Sy © of “sacial

the absurdity of supposing
that anyone would distribute
marijuana and heroin among
students he hoped to get out
and fighting in the streets.
And on the other hand, be-
cause if anmyone knows the
nature and effect of drugs, it
is the Mexican police. But so
it goes. The search for foreign-
ers to burn continues. A
young architect who gives
classes at the national school
of Architecture had been
studiously avoiding involve-
ment. A Chilean citizen by
birth he had lived most of his
life in Mexico — sufficient
time to learn what the extent
of his civil rights would be if
he were to be taken by the
police. On the night of Sep-
tember 19th, policemen en-
tered his home, surprised him
upon his arrival, and took him
prisoner. We read in Excelciar
that, together with other
foreigners, he has bcen sen-
tenced to 5 years imprison-
ment, 50,000 pesos fine, and
immediate deportation upon
completing his sentence. From
what we know of the Mexican
penal system (e.g. see Oscar
Lewis, The Children of
Sanchez) and what we read of
the exceptionally brutal treat-
ment of political prisoners,
Regis Debray is to be envied
for the physical security that
the publicity of his case afford-
ed him.

However, not every foreign-
er in Mexico City 1s fechng
this painful sense of political
msecurity, Mexico has had
one visitor in recent weeks,
who always seems to be on
top of the situation, however
far from home he wanders.

The Little Old Coup-Maker

he knew nothing of how to
build”,

Gordon said that the edu-
cation system must be
changed to teach rebels that
facile solutions are roman-
tic illusions and that they
must learn to think what to
put in place of what they
destroy.

Nothing very remarkable
about Lincoln  Gordon’s
speech. The only very remark-
sble thing is his sudden ap-
pearance on the scene, flying
down from Baltimore to be
the guest of honour at the
American Chamber of Con-
gress dinner. This otherwise
unexplained journey, together
with some equally inexplicable
moves on the part of the
Mexican government have
troubling if not ominous im-
plications.

The Rise, Decline and
Resurgence of the Student
Movement

The Mexican student move-
ment hag received some atten-
tion from the world news
media, so that it is generally
known that what, in mid July
started as a minor brawl be-
tween students of two prepara-
tory schools, due principally
10 intervention by the police,
by mid-August had grown inlo
a general strike of schools
supported by students. The
Repression - Growth Ehano—
menon has operated vé.ho
standard . manner.  Several
hundred students stage &
peaceful  demonstration  to
commemorate the anniversary
of the Cuban Revolution:

thoy mre brutally beaten by
the police; and the next day,

Relorma, up Avenioa Juarez
o the cocolo, the constitu-
Uuonal syudre. LOCLL ranks aie
oraerly and exuemely wel
Orgamsed. 1n asaiion Lo the
stuucnus, and large delegations
OL lhewr parents, oroters and
sisters, siZaoie COnungents or
rauroad workers, Ol WOLKers,
ciectricians, taxi drivers, and
pusn cart peadlers, ag well as
small groups OL peasants,
many from outlying states or
Mexico, participate. As a
matier of polcy, portrauts of
Mexican  heroes:  baubano
capatla, pemto Juarez, Migucl
niaalgo, elc,, were carried in
precerence to el Che, Mao,
lviarx, etc. 1he alacks on
Fresigent Gustavo iaz Oraaz
were snarp and direct—some-
tng unpreceaented i mod-
ern Mexican hustory.. Many
ol the signs, appropriately
enough, deal with the Qiym-
pics, highughting the irony of
claming 1vo¥ as the “Year of
Peace” in Mexico, and ex-
pressing a deeply felt disgust
at the expenduure of thous-
ands of mullions of pesos on
sports arenas, publicity, and
housing lor foreggn athletes
and their retinue by a govern-
ment which is unable to find
the resources Lo provide hous-
ing, medical services, primary
education, etc., for a vast
sector of ity lation.
“Mexico will win gold
medal for reprossion”, “wel-
(c;tlma to Mexico, weat tlrl %;lg,e

M _— 1
read the . Others de-

do
ﬂ'ﬁ.‘?m miuvt:d , the

five ring Olympic symbol as
five smoking grenades; and a
granadero racing along with

his club held aloft like a flamy

ing olympic torch,

del il an ol 1o

sace

support the strike. 'Lhe move-
ment had reacoed the swage
wWuere M mught have becn
LIOKEn, Or & leust conlioueu
Uy ordlary politcal metuous
af wihuch (e wiexican goveiu-
ment 15 expert, It woula secin
suupie enougn: >ome people
you buy, some peopie you
uareaten, und some peopie (as
15 lracutional i the mexican
stident-government  relauon)
you olter government posi-
uons.

‘ine Death of Autonomy

The government has done
noNe Of those things, The
situau was highly suscep-
uple 1o poliucal manipulauon
and control, and yet poltical
melhods were not applied.
instead, on the migh( or dep-
temojer 18ih, several thousand
army troops sealed off the
university Cily, as the area is
called, mvaded tne grounds os
the Nauonal Autonomous
University, and, in a room to
om search of the ggantic
icational complex, took
- on 3,000 prisoners,
them several hundred
ssors and teaching staff,
and @ large group of parents
’ho had been meeting to dis-

s§ support for the students.
The University, it will be
bered, is an autonomous
n — which refers to
that together with
institutions of higher
g in the federal entitics

(L1 City) which is the
od oundacy of the b

the or the army to
Hier m Universitaria .

restore berore the beginning
uI the Olympic Games on Oct-
ooer 12. No concessions were
torthcoming. lne government
posiion remained one of in-
uexibility. By September 20,
some ot the most conservative
sectors of the population
seemed to have had enough of
government intransigence. On
that day Ultimas Noticias
(p. 1) quoted the head of the
National Chamber of Con-
gress, a recognised political
organ of business interests, as
calling for moderation, flexi-
bility and guarantees that no
recriminations would be made
against those in the National
University who had taken
rart in the strike. Yet the
government had remained
rigid in its position and the
provocation of students by the
police has continued.

The “stupidity” of the gov-
ernment’s insistant escalation
of violence is difficult to ex-
piain except in terms of a right
wing effort to set the stage for
a military coup. With the
Battle of Tlatelolco the Mexi-
can people find themselves in
a virtual state of seige.

The Battle of Ciudad
Tlatelolco

In TLATELOLCO
the last and most heroic

resistance was made
against the i

T R

Keripture. - And NOW, In

site of some of the most viol-
ent and frequent clashes be-
tween students and police. The
residents ot the area, from
their towering builldings have
been alforaea an exceptionaily
Clear view of what tne police
intervention has meant tor the
strikers.

{1t will be remembered that
Vocational / was the victum of
WO macmne gun attacks in
August),

Thus, on September 22,
when tne students dug in tor
whar they expected w be a
gigantic army eftort to take
vocational Numoer /, the
peopie of Tlatelolco sat down
4L eir picture windows in
what haa become almost an
evening ritual to see how the
studenis would detend them-
selves. One resident of Ciudad
Liatelolco, observing the
events from his window, de-
scribed the Baitle in this way:

“l got home yesterday at
4.30 in tne afternoon and trom
my windaow counted 1U buses
tuat the students had obvious-
1y captured and set up in front
ol tne school to form a barri-
cade. 'Lhey had seaied off all
streets leading into the area
by darecting wratlic themseives,
und sendung ail cars oi into
other routes.

“Around 5 o’clock they be-

gan to siphon gasoline out of
me captured buses ana those

shoting tear gas bombs ahead
of them. But relatively few of
the students were in tne school
itself. Those who were there
were on the roof, and very
well prepared, with wet hand-
kerchiers uver their noses and
mouths, From that heigat
they rained stomes, moiioy
cocktails and the police’s own
tear gas bombs down upon the
granaderos in the courtyard
below.

“Probably the most impres-
sive thing is that aboug this
time a shout, or rather a tnou-
sand shouts from the windows
oL all the surrounding bald-
ings, begau o be heard. ‘Lhis
soouting was kepe up for seven
hours, without a step. Abajo
Asesinos! and Muera Waz
OUrdaz, Asesino!

“On top of the same build-
ings from whicn taese coes
rose, students were hidden
witn suppies of rocks, irom
tubmng, bricks and botdes en-
ough tor a long seige, In this
way the batue generaliced.
Toe anpy and granaderos
turned toneir anention from the
school which was viraly
unpenetrapie, and began (o
atwick the people or the
3oL E builiangs. For two
hours the batde petween these
people — civiian populadon,
and tne nahonal army — was
waged. ‘Lhe people pelted the
granaderos wilh every unag-
ame object tney were abie Lo
hnd in tne winaow, ana not a
few granaderos: were scauded,
All tms time the cnant was
kept up. “Abajo Asesinos.”,
“Muera Diaz Ordazi”. At
9.00 the granaderos and sok-
diers begun to retreat. Lt
shouid be rememoercd that
there jwere never more than
100 students involved in this
struggle. All the rest were



foreigners.
Federal Penal Code is a‘la
which ‘metes out punishment
to persons guilty of “social
dissolution”, a vaguely denned
crime which empowers the
police to arrest anyone (Mexi-
can or foreign) for any
reason at any ume. Effectively
the Mexicans are left without
civil rights. Mexican citizens
fair well, however, by com-
parison to the unhappy
foreigner who is picked up
under this law. The case of
Pete Seeger’s daughter, Mika,
is by now well known, What
is less widely known is that
Mika was not a student hers
in Mexico, was not involved
in the student movement, but
was here on a tourist card, and
was randomly picked up in
the street by a car full of
granaderos. Her arrest was
part of a not very original
offort by the Mexican govern-
ment to make the “disturb-
ances” appear to be the work
»i foreign agitators, mostly

young veterans of the May-

Revolution in  France. To
hat end, Mexicans with
oreign last names were feat-
wred on the list of “grmmple
gitators”, and the police went
o far as to record Mexican
1ames like Emilio, Antonio
ind Maria Antonieta as Emile,
\ntoine, and Marie Antoin-
tte, respectively, with duly
frenchified’ last names. These
eople, together with other
Aexican students, were accus:
d of distributing drugs at
he University to incite their
ellow students to riot (El
ol, July 30, p.1). The accus-
tion seemed doubly ironic.
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al o home Te Wanders.
The Little Old Coup-Maker

We were first made aware
of Lincoln Gordon's impend-
ing arrival in Mexico when a
cheerful voice on the English
language station announced
that he would be guest of hon-
our at a meeting of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Congress (a
group of former Rotarians,
Elks, Shriners, Kiwanis, and
their like who have managed
to create “a little bit of home™
right here in Mexico City).
Why the famous designer,
producer, and co-ordinator of
Brazil 64 should choose to
visit Mexico at this time is not
clear. He did take the oppor-
tunity, while in Mexico City,
to say a few words on, of all
subjects, student violence.
According to the report in
The News (Mexico, D.F.,
August 30, p. 1-2)

. » » The violent activists
“are the preachers of de-
struction for its own sake”
They pretend to have a
cause or sweeping away all
forms of established order.
“They have no notion of
what to put in its place other
than vague and empty
phrases . . . The heroes of
this group are Mao Tse-
Tung and Che Gueyara®,

Of Che Guevara Dr, Gor-
don said, “His miserable
failure as an economic ad-
ministrator in Cuba demon-
strated his total absence of
constructive purpose . . He

rn i s .
MEMmo! i

of the Cuban Revolution:
thoy mre brutally beaten by
the police; and the next day,
the student movement counts
several thousand  activists.
The students of a preparatory
school retreat into and occupy
their building. The door to
the school is blown off by a
bazooka;  the granaderos
enler; several students are
killed. The studert movement
grows, In broad daylght,
close to one hundred men in
plain clothes, face masks and
unmarked cars machine gun
the facade of Vocational
School No. 5. At night they
return with doubled strength,
enter the school and beat up
those students they still find
within,

On the same evening (July
26th) the police took the occa-
sion to break into and destroy
the printing office of the Com-
munist Party, which, it should
be remembered is a legally
registered Mexican political
party, The printing office was
located some miles distant
from the site of the student
demonstration on Avenida
Juarez.

And so it goes, the move-
ment gains strength. The inci-
dents of submachine gunnings
of occupied school buildings
increase. So does the number
of people who, enraged by this
repression, join in solidarity
with the students. On August
27, between 300,000 and
400,000 people march from
the museum of Anthropology
in Chapultepec park, along

p against the wall,
her fucker, this is a
k'up”

most of the slick commercial magazines have published yet
rgy of bourgeois analysis about the “youth rebellion’,
g for the nth time that radical youth are nihilistic,
n answer to the nihilism charge by Mark Rudd, chairman
lumbia University chapter of Students for ¢ Democratic
in organiser of the Columbja rebellion, Rudd's
vere made in a leiter he wrote to Columbia president
Kirk who, in a speech in Charlotesville, Va.,
complaining about youthful antiauthoritarianism.
' are Kirk's brief statements and Rudd's letier, which was
April 22, the day before Columbia students
heir current protest.

Said Grayson Kirk:

“Our young people, in disturbing
numbers, appear to reject all forms
of authority, from whatever source
derived, and they have taken refuge

1s club held aloft ke a flarm
ing olympic torch,

A great number of placards
called for the liberation of
Demitrio Vallejo, one time
head of the railroad workers
union, held prisoner since
1959 for social dissolution,
Probably the slogan which
came closest to the point was
that which explained, “We are
not agitators, Hunger and
hope'essness ae the agitators”,

Decline and Resurgence of
the Movement

Not only did the movement
follow the standard pattern of
growth, by mid September it
has entered a period of decline
ali too familiar to anyone
acquainted with a similar
movement, On Friday, Sep~
tember 13th, a second march
— this one silent — from
Chapultepec park to the
Zocolo was held. The demon-
strators were astonishingly
well disciplined and the effect
of their silence was tremen-
dously moving. However, the
demonstrators amounted to
only one third of the' original
group which had moved along
this same route in August.

Soon we began to hear the
standard troubling rumours:
that the movement was suffer-
ing from internal divisions;
that a large number of stu-

dents had tired of the strike

and wanted to take their
exams and finish out the term;
that many professors origin-
ally standing with the students

the generation gap. I see it as a real
conflict between those
things now — yom, Grayson Kirk —
and those who feel oppressed by,
and disgusted with, the society you
rule — we, the young people.

whoe rum

-,

in a turbulent and inchoate nihilism
whose sole objectives are destruc-
tion, I know of no time in our
history when the gap between the
generation has been wider or more
potentially dangerous,”

Said Mark Rudd:

Dear Grayson — Your charge of
nihilism is indeed ominous; for if it
were froe, our nihilism would bring
the whole civilized world, from
Columbia to Rockefeller Center,
crashing down upon all our heads.
Though it is not true, your charge
does represent something: you call it

You might want to know what s
wrong with this society since, after
all, you live in a very tight self-
created dream world. We can point
to the war in Vietnam as an example
of the unimaginable wars of aggres-
sion you are prepared to fight to
maintain your control over your
empire (now you've been beaten by
the Vietnamese, so you call for a
tactical retreat). We can point to
your using us as cannon fodder to
fight your war. We can point out your
mansion window to the ghetto below
you've helped to create through
your racist universily expansion
policies, through your unfair laboar

whter  Ciudad  Universitaria
(University City) which is the
defined boundary of the cam-
pus.

Ironically enough the inter-
vention of the army was jusii-
hed by the Seccretariah de
Governacion (the Minstry oi
Internal Affairs) as an eifort
o “re-establish the internal
“muthority and safeguard the
autonomy of the University”
which was threatened by
“ulien persons” (presumably
the students and their profes-
8OrS).

(Ll Heraldo, Sept. 29, p. 1 and 13A)

Somehow familiar — the
idea of invading a university
to preserve its autonomy. We
can think of another country
which is given to invading
nations to protect their sover-
eignty, annihilating popula-
tions so that they may live in
freedom, and, generally speak-
ing, destroying things in
order to save them. In fact
the rhetoric which explains
the military occupation of an

~autonomous university sounds

positively Lincoln Gordon-
esque,
Student Baiting

Far more disturbing than
any similarity of rhetorical
style, is the question of why
the government has chosen to
escalate a situation which
during the last three months
they might easily have calmed.
On  September 1, President
Diaz Ordaz gave his annual
report to the nation. Mexicans
waited anxiously to hear what

‘kind of concessions would be

practices, through your city govern-
ment and your police, We can point
to this wniversity, your wuniversity,
which trains ws to be lawyers and
engineers, and managers for your
IBM, your Secony Mobil, your IDA,
your Con Edison (or else to be
scholars and teachers in more uni-
versities like this one). We can point,
in sort, to our own meaningless
studies, our identity crises, and our
revulsion with being cogs in your
corporate machines as a product of
and reaction to a basically sick
society.

Your cry of “nihilism” represents
your inability to wunderstand our
positive values, If you were ever to
go into a freshman class you
would see that we are seeking a
rational basis for soclety. We do
have a vision of the way things
could be: how the trememdous re-

Advertising  brochure for
apartment rental in Ciudad
Tlateloleo.

Ciudad Tlatelolco is a mod-
ern development of high rise
apartment houses near the
heart of Mexico City. The
buildings are of two kinds:
private middle-income apart-
ments renting to middle-class,
white collar types, including
considerable  numbers  of
government workers; and
public housing provided for
low income government em-
pioyees under the welfare pro-
gram of the ISSSTE, the
Institute of Social Security for
Workers at the Service of the
State. Until the night of Sep-
tember 22, the barrio was
famous principally as the site
of the Plaza of the Three Cul-
tures, alluded to in the quota-
tion above, Here the sixteenth
century colonial church of the
Apostle  Santiago  stands
directly adjacent to recently
excavated Aztec ruins in a
plz:iza bouhndcd on the north
and south respectively b
Vocational Sc]mc?lﬁC Num)l;er 7}:
and the modern headquarters
of the Ministry of Foreign
Relations, and to the east and
west by high rise apartments
oi the ISSSTE. During the
weeks of the student strike,
Vocational School 7 and the

sources of our economy could be

ents had mo ure arms, or if
they had them they never used
them. Basically it was a trap
to draw the granaderos into a
building from which they
would not emerge on their
own feet.

“At 6.30 the soldiers and
granaderos began to close in
on the area, from Calle Alma-
cenes, from the Retorms, from
Manuel Gonzalez, and San
Juan de Letran. 'Lhousands
and thousands of them. Heli-
copters were circling overhead
to sce the foriincations the
students had made, and, un-
able to observe much from a
distance, they fiew down and
wove in and out of the build-
ings in the area, at times flying
s0 low that tihe students were
able to peit them with rocks,
stones and clods of dirt.

“Sometime close to 630, a
group of granaderos was sent
out to overturn one of the
bu:es m formed the barri-
e, opening a ce
through wllicll’len the t?o':ps
could pass, I think this took
the students by surprise, be-
cause it was all done very

gerous.” For if we win, we will take

that
there were never more than
100 students involved in this
struggle. All the rest were
plain conmunon e,
Women, chuaren and old

people as muca as tne men,
When the granaderos began
shooung thewr gus bombs wito
the winaows o1 the WK
buliing, seding ure to some
Ol loe roous, I Was Cedtan
that tne people wowd ugat
UBL luey Dad Griven Ol we
Lroops,

“At 9.30, tae people assault-
ed the MuusLy ol Fuseign
Kewauons, winen you snow is
auecay across roll Youlls
Uonas Numoer 7. luven atter
lne peop.e had set we (Viuus-
Iry auwre, tue pouce lorces
came cioser, bul aid not aare
10 ¢ross Lue roins Lo reacn e
bunamng,

“All this time the school
was suent, but ftrom the
towers of tie miuale class
houses, tne coang was Kept up.
‘Abajo Asesmnos:’. By now it
was almost dawn, and with
the aayugut thousands of
people came streauung into
e parrio of Tiateioico trom
ali directions, on foot, in buses,
in cars. ‘Lhey brougit food,
and gasoline and sometimes
€yen money, or just expres-
sions of their soLaanty with
the people of Tlatelolco.

“l think the people of
Mexico will not suppor, a situ-
ation in which the army is
used against ordinary people
in thi s way. At any rate, the
Mexicans have haa a revolu-
tion, and they will know how
to fight.”

used to eliminate want, how people
in other countries could be free from
your domination, how a wuniversity
could produce knowledge for pro-
gress, not waste consumption and
destruction (IDA), how men could

be free to keep what they produce,
to enjoy peaceful lives, to create,
These are positive values—but since
they mean the destruction of your
order, you call them “nihilism.” In
the movement we are beginning to
call this vision “socialism.” It is a
fine and honourable name, one
which implies absolute opposition to
your corporate capitalism and your
government; it will soon be caught
up by other young people who want
to exert control over their own lives

and their society.

You are quite right in feeling that
the situation is “potentially dan-

control of your world, your corpora-
tion, your university and attempt to
mould a world in which we and
other people can live as human
beings. Your power s directly
threatened, since we will have to
destroy that power before we take
over. We begin by fighting you
about your support of the war in
Vietnam and American imperialism
— IDA and the School of Inter-
national Affairs. We will fight you
about your conirol of black people
in Morningside Heights, Harlem and
the campus itself. And we will fight
you about the type of mis-education
you are frying to channel us
through. We will have to destroy at
times, even violently, in order to end
Your power and your system — but
that is a far cry from nihilism,

Grayson, I doubt if you will

understand any of this, since your
fantasies have shut out the world as
it really is from your thinking.
[Columbia] Vice-President Truman
says the society is basically sound;
you say the war in Vietnam was a
well-intentioned accident. We, the
Young people, whom you so rightly
fear, say that the society is sick and
you and your capitalism are the
sickness.

You call for order and respect for
anthority; we call for justice, free-
dom, and socialism,

There only one thing left to
say. It may sound nihilistic to you,
since it is the opening shot in a war
of liberation, I'll use the words of
LeRoi Jones, whom Pm sure you
don’t like a whole lot: “Up against
the wall, motherfucker, this Is a
stick-up.”

Yours for freedom, Mark,
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Salazar—an obituary

The man who has kept Portugal in a coma for forty years is mow in
one himself. He may not be dead when we go fo press but this is his
obituary, for he has long aspired to heaven, been helped for forty years by
the angels and encouraged by the Pope at the shrine of Fatima. ‘I believe
in God but not in History’, he has said, so let us rejoice at his departure
into the celestial regions and off the map of History.

He was a perverse, old reactionary who made a virtue of swimming
against the tide of history. Who indulged in a tortuouns docirine made u‘p
of personal truths and euphemisms, known in Portugal as Salazarism. We
would like to put his eophemisms and his anachronistic, medieyal ideas in
the grave with him, but his successors will try their best to preserve them.
Needless to say they will not sacceed. Salazar's disgust at the ‘unbridied
idealism of today’ is nothing compared to our disgust at the unbridled
facism of yesterday. Let us expose the myth of ‘benevolent despotism’ and
“disinterested patrotism’ with an accurate assessment of a malevolent despot
whose lack of interest in the suffering of the Portuguese people was much
stronger than his patrotism.

Salazar has gone and with him we hope has gone that most pernicious
of myths — ‘the happy Portuguese peasant’, the myth of the virtue and

warmih of poverty and exploitation. With his death there is a new ray of

hope tor the men and women of the Alentejo who hire themselves out from

sunrise to sunset, toiling in the fields for 18 months at a stretch for a
meagre 10 shillings and counting themselves lucky for there are many who
do not work at all. For forty years they have been at the mercy of the
weather, the barvests, the land owners and a vicious, repressive regime.

Now West German money is being used on a massive hplan .to irrigate the
Alentejo, so perhaps the wages ol the peasantry will rise shgt‘ltIy, but the
rise wiil pe notoing compared t0 the rise in pronis for the West Germans.

“This happy nation of bard workers' tourists are offen heard remarking,
The average wage of a stonemason in Lispon is about £1 a day, ?vtul_e that
of an electrician is about 25/-. Certainly, where wages are at their highest,
many of them are happy for they know mno betier, but wl‘men pgople speu!:
of that great patriot dalazar, perhaps they shouid bear in :fund that hus
Jove® for his country caused 100,000 of its citzens fo leave it every year.
Someiimes risking their safety and sometimes their lives tl'ley crossed
frontiers, as bostile to Spain, to be less exploited but more al.ll:natt‘:d and
wreiched in countries such as Krance and West Germany. Meanwhile Fhe
Salazar regime has continued to thrive on tourist rece‘i;_uts and the foreign
exchange which these immigrants send back to their Eamilies.

The death of Salazar comes at an opporiune moment for as he is
puried let us bury with him that old euphemism which he was 50 fond of
guoting — *Ihere are no colonies — there are only parts of Portugal across
the seas’. This concept is also being buried by the freedom nghters‘ of
Guinea, Angola and Mozambique. He used to tell the world ‘Angola is a
Poriuguese creation and does not exist without Portugal. The only national
conscience rooted in the Province is no Angolan but Portuguese; there _a:e
no Angolans, but Portuguese of Angola’. We say that there is n.o euphlemm
for the rape of the continent, That the cold indifference with which he

treated time and history was shattered for once and for all by the n-t‘break

of revoiution in Angola in 1961, His regime was suddenly dragged, gibber-
ing and distraught, into the 20th Century and sent off hot-t:oo{ to search for
support and invesiment in that bottomless pit of speculation = the bouse
of the German financier Krupp, who now came to Salazar’s aid as he had
once to Hitler’s. §

Into the grave musi also go that oft repeated slogan, the imevitable
stand-by of vacuous Salazarist diplomats in embassies all over the mrrld,
that Salazar broughi order out of the chaos of 1926, that he has given
peace to the Porluguese pation. What he has given the Portuguese nation
is three bloody colonialist wars. While the people suffer from a brutal lack
of social Services, his Defence Budget for 1¥68 amounts to 8,709 m.i.lllnn
escados, of which about two-thirds represenis ex‘nenditnl? in Africa. This
does not include various exiraordinary sums which will no doubt be
allocamd(ommylnmudnﬂngMeomdﬂ:eyw.Tom

f having kept his plenuiolﬂleSpanishCivllWarandthaSmnd
of paving ey paine X anectionable in the present circumstances,
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CAL

by Peter Buckman
Our U.S. Correspondent

The leaders of the demo had long
since vanished from the scene; the
police had kept out ol sight; a few
windows were broken and the wall
of the Bank of America breached.
Then the guns. The city reacted
promptly by shutting down all op-
portunities for dissent. Meetings
and assemblies were prohibited, the
town was declared a “civil disaster
area”, and anyone “loitering”
between 8§ pm. and 6 a.m. was
immediately picked up by the cops,
though naturally those arrested were
exclusively drawn from the ranks of
those without creases in their
trousers and whose hair covered
more than the nape of their necks,
For the next ten days everyone
cooled it. The pigs had armaments
ranging from the ubiquitous MACE
to a “pepper gun” which can single
out sections of a crowd for special
blasting. Everyone stayed super-cool.

All that was nothing compared to
what the blacks were going through
Huey Newton, founder of the Black
Panthers, was last week found guilty
of “voluntary manslaughter” in the
killing of Police Officer Frey last
October. The verdict is completely
inconsistent, let alone indefensible.
The prosecution’s star witness was
a bus driver who happened to be
near the scene when Huey was
stopped by Frey, insulted in the
usual fashion (“Nigger” etc.), and
frisked. Frey called up another cop,
Officer Heanes, for support: they all
knew Newton in the police depart-
ment, and every pig had a list of
the license numbers of all Panther
cars. The prosecution claimed that
Huey was carrying an illegal
weapon, and that he was anxious
not to have a stack of pot dis-
covered. Huey denies having either
pot or gun. The prosecution’s, star
witness claims he saw Huey pull a
gun and shoot at both pigs. There
was another witness who claims
Huey stopped his car and, being

g

We’'re ALL Re:

DAVID WIDGERY H_EPDH?I'S».OH;: )

We are all revolutionaries now
ana one of the increasingly popu-
lar ways for students to prove it,
is the convening of international
conferences on the subject, This
summer has seen heotic revolu-

mass ] of Stalini

wounded, asked to be driven to hos-
pital, saying “I just shot two dudes",
Curiously, this witness refused to
testify in court. Even miore curigus
is the alteration of the bus driver's
evidence. What was quoted in coprt,
from the tape made in the police
station, was “I only had my lights
on. I couldn't . . . I did get a clear
view of his face.” Defence attorfiey
Charles Garry read this to the jlry.
But afterwards, when they tre
deliberating their verdict, he had
recording amplified and convineed
the judge that what the dpiver
actually said was “I couldn’t . &% 1
didn’t get a clear view of his fae
The judge ordered the transepipt
altered. But when the new veérsi
was delivered to the jury in their
room, the alteration was not poif
out to them. The usher merely’
“Here is the transcript you ordeted”,
and according to a member 0f
jury they didn’t even bother 1o
over it again. B
Curiouser and curiouser i§
verdict. The bus driver testified
saw Huey shoot Frey and
Officer Heanes. The jury a
Huey of wounding Heane
brought in “voluntary manslaughi
for Frey where the pros or had
demanded a verdict of first ¢
murder, punishable by @
“Voluntary manslaughter” is §
under extreme provocation
penalty is two to fifteen yea
told everyone to cool it
case went to appeal. Meany
uniformed cops in their ofl
car emptied their official
into the Black Panther hea
in Oakland, which prominen
played posters of Huey and E
Cleaver, the Presidential
on the joint slate of ¢
Panther and Peace &
Parties. The place was
luckily Huey had warned
to stay away from the o
two pigs were suspended, the

tion where in country
country the popular base

and will probably stand trial for
assault. This is California, 1968,
where the police chief of Oakland,
Charles Gain, in an angry press
conference, three times referred to
the fact that the Panthers have
accused the police of being mur-
derers. “These statements, he said,
are ‘intemperate’, ‘false’, and
‘irrational’.” (In New York City
Panthers about to enter a courtroom
to attend the trial of one of their
own were set on by scores of police
in plain clothes, who called them-
selves the Law Enforcement League.
Having blackjacked the Panthers to
the ground, the pigs then stormed
into the courtroom, causing the
defence lawyer to complain he was
being intimidated. The pigs' real
target was the judge, who they ac-
cused of being “soft” on the blacks.
May and Lindsay called for a full
report, What it said has not been
revealed.)

According to Huey's lawyer, the
“manslaughter” verdict is a great
victory, though he wouldn't say so
to the straight press. It means that
he is in a position to appeal for the
reversal of the verdict without the
death penalty hanging over Huey:
he cannot be found guilty of murder
in a retrial. Moreover the decision
makes a liar out of the chief prose-
cution witness and proves that the
decision was political: they dared
not find Huey innocent. Victory, in
some sense, it may be, but as far as
the Panthers are concerned they will
not stand being pushed much fur-
ther before implementing their
admittedly vague threat that “if
Huey goes, the sky’s the limit". To
understand the reasons behind this
threat it is necessary to go through
a bit of history.

The black panther, Huey ex-
plained, is an animal who will not
attack. If attacked, the panther backs
up until there is no room to back.
Then he strikes and wipes out his

dan:ger for serious revolution-
aries; on the other hand the

oapitalism, the decline
trade unionism and
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attacker. The party—Huey's position
in it is Minister of Defence — was
founded in Oakland for self-defence
of the black ghetto. The Panthers
policed the police by following their
cars around at a legal distance in
their own cars, carrying arms legally
and prominently displayed. When-
ever a cop car stopped, so did the
Panthers. The result was a decrease
in brutality against ordinary mem-
bers of the black community, and a
sharp increase in harrassment of the
party leaders.

In contrast to white radical
groups, the Panthers are not afraid
to state their programme, a ten-
point one divided into “what we
want” and “what we believe”, These
demands include the power to deter-
mine the destiny of the black com-
munity; full employment — if white
businessmen won't give it, the means
of production should be taken from
them and vested in the black com-
munity; “an end to the robbery by
the white man of our black com-
munity” in the form of reparations:
100 years ago the blacks were
promised 40 acres and two mules as
restitution for slave labour. Now
they will accept it in currency which
will be distributed among black
communities. The Germans paid
reparations for killing 6 million
Jews. American racism has been
responsible for the deaths of over
50 million black people: reparations
are due, Also demanded is decent
housing, and if the whites won't
build it the land should be made
into co-operatives so that the com-
munity, with government aid, can
build its own; education that ex-
poses the true nature of decadent
American society and that teaches
the black people their true history
and role; exemption for all black
men from military service — why
should they fight for a racist society
that does not protect them?—and an
end to police brutality and murder

schoolchildren and apprentices.
Ii's very difficult to assess quite
to
wil
monstration and political spec-
tagle, There seoms to be a rejuo-
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IFORNIA 1968 the sky's the limit

of blacks by organising black self-
defence groups (the party's original
title was the Black Panther Party
for Self-Defence), who should carry
arms; freedom for all black people
held in jail, since they have not
received an impartial trial: all black
people must be tried by a jury of
their peer group or people from
their black communities, as defined
by the American Constitution; and
“land, bread, housing, education,
clothing, justice, and peace. And as
our major political objective, a
United Nations-supervised plebiscite
to be held throughout the black
colony in which only black colonial
subjects will be allowed to partici-
pate, for the purpose of determining
the will of the black people as to
their national destiny.”

Eldridge Cleaver has defined the
black communities as a ‘“colony
within the white mother country”.
This, of course, validates the black
struggle for self-determination, fol-
lowing Fanon among others, but it
does not necessarily carry with it
the separatist attitude adopted by
some groups who demand five states
in which to live and do their thing.
Most militants think the idea crazily
old-fashioned: look how badly the
Indians did on the reservations, they
say, and besides, considering what
the US does to foreign “colonies”
like Santo Dominge when they get
out of line, how will a colony withim
the country fare? The Panthers re-
gard their self-determination of their
communities necessary to establish
power bases from which to challenge
the white power system. They do not
wish to return to the 19th-century
for their political inspiration.

With so sophisticated and articu-
late a programme, plus the evidence
of the intention to achieve it, it is
hardly surprising that the pigs —
acting on orders from the system—
began picking on Panther leaders for
anything from traffic offences to

REGENT SDS CONFERENGE AT FRANKFURT

' wholg generation of German

revolutionaries évere wiped out

hat extent th campaigns by the combined effort Stalin
Fu mmm do- ' anu Mitler, ol

. There 10 be
a danger that viocarious involve-
ment with the struggles of the
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suspicion of theft. Each time
were kept for the maximum ki
without being charged. Often p
were arrested only for handing ow
leaflets. Both Eldridge Cleaver N
Bobby Seale, the co-founder of Ihe
Party, had their apartments b y
into by pigs without warrants,
times when they were asleep ;
their wives. Severe beatings !
routine, as were false clnl’:3
false evidence. Last April k
Panthers in cars were menaced with
guns by pigs in cars. Shooting began
and the Panthers took shelter in &
house. After about 90 minutes
shooting by some 50 members of the
Oakland police, who set fire to the
house and filled it with tear gas, the
Panthers were forced to surrender.
With floodlights covering the _
17-year-old Bobby Hutton d
out, hands high, unarmed. He was
shot dead. Four Panthers
the funeral later were MACEd
arresied on suspicion of robbery.
Having been kept three days, over &
weekend, nothing could be proved
and they were released. b
It's facts like these make the
Panthers talk of the sky being
limit. But their power is | '
they know the white community &
prepared for genocide, to wipe
the blacks—119% of the
—if necessary. Therefore they siay
cool. They are realists, none more s
than Huey, their leader, lﬂJ
for an alleged traffic violation, Wes
armed, charged with the death of &
pig in all probability caused by the
other pig’s gun, appealing against &
verdict whose inconsistence "
its political motivation, brought .i
by a jury containing one black
a banker who was elected foreman.
It is these circumstances —— pathels
ically tragic — that ought to unile
the white radical community I8
echoing the cry for politieal :
legal justice and freedom:
HUEY!

ind

omy and self aotivity
strong and valuable,

.
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escudos, of which about two-thirds represents expenditure in Africa. h
does not include various extraordinary sums which will no doubt be
allocated to the Army in Africa during the course of the year. To boast
of having kept his people out of the Spanish Civil War and the Second
World War would seem rather guestionable in the present circumstances,
but Salazar saw his role in Africa as do Smith and Voster in terms of a
‘civilising mission’, As be has always seen ‘civilisation’ in terms of
strengthening the escudo, he is being quite consistent, for cerfainly what is
being fought out in Angola and Mozambique is the fact that the two coun-
{ries are vital to the strength of the escudo, their joint exports constituting
60/, of the total exports of Metropolitan Portugal. This is why the Portu-
guese reserves keep going up in spite of enormous military expenditure. As
one well-known exile is often heard to remark — Salazar is running
imperialism on credit. While Krupp’s subsidiaries mine iron ore in Angola,
while surplus labour is being siphoned out of Mozambigue and down the
mines in South Africa under conditions which have caused violent protests
from the ILO, dams, roads, and underwater cables are being built to forge
the Holy Alliance of repressive dictatorships in Southern Africa. This is
a picture of the ‘multiracial and pluricontinental ideal of the Salazarists,
justified by one of their leaders in this way — ‘From Minho to Timor, we
are a single country, all citizens being equal. An illiferate can no more vote
in Lisbon than in Luanda!l

If there is anything to mourn about it is that Dr. Oliveira Salazar did
not die a long fime ago. He was a worthy symbel of his ’civilisation’ and
when symbols begin to crumble can the death of the ‘civilisation’ be far
behind?
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE VIETNAM
SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN?

If not, then join before October 27th.

MEMBERSHIP FEE: 10/- per
WRITE TO VSC., 120 COMMERGIAL ROAD, LONDON, E.1.
Also available: Posters, Leaflets and Stickers for OCT. 27th Demo

annum,

THE BLACK DWARF NEEDS YOU
DO YOU HELP ORGANISE A SOCIALIST SOCIETY,
ASSOCIATION, VSC GROUP, FILM SOCIETY,
SELL THE BLACK DWARF!
BD must grow to survive this Is your paper,
If you think you can help, send an order for as many copies as you can
sell, on a sale or return basis, to:—
THE BLACK DWARF
17, Carlisle Street,
London, W.1,
01-734-4827
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All thanks to Manel Fonseka — John Macdonald
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lar ways for students to prove it,
is the conven of International
conferences on the subject, This
summer has seen hectic revolu-
tionary gathering in Frankfurt,
Oslo, New York and Massa
Czrrara where delegates, drift-
ers, hobos and CIA men have
variously produced blueprints
for the forthcoming and eagerly
awaited World Revolution. It's
certainly good for students to be
once again meeting specifically
in the tradition of revolutionary
internationalism rather than
through the furniture of Inter-
national Stalinism or in the
dining clubs of |European social
democracy, But what is increas-
ingly clear at such mestings is
the shadowy and uneven level of
the student movement's develop-
ment and the tendency of many
invoived in it lo believe what
they riead about themselves in
the papers, The terrifying situa-

incroasingly popi- cauntry the popu

mass parties of Stalinism ‘a

Reformism has ceaod to exist
and where the student movement
is forced to aid the rebuilding of

a socialist labour movement, is
seen by many mm& some
sort of heavensent ohance to
insert a left leadership, Students
are always prone to ideas of vol.
untarism; the narodniks
at many of these meelings seem
to imagine that the herolo will of
the student movement is able to
talk a mass working class move-

. ment into existence. At a stage

where, if we are honest with
ourselves, the immediate per-
spective is to retain and defend
the enclave of radical politics
students have built and link it
to political militants in industry
and on the estates; some of the
larger rhetorical schemes are a
luxury we should do without.
For the first time for twenty
years over-pessimism might be a
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more  spectacular  prophecios

ut the current orisis In inter.
national capitalism, the decline
of reformist trade unionism and
the explosive power of student
guerrillas is going to |eave a lot
of people extremely disappointed,

The SDS Frankfurt Delegate
Conference was not exempt from
this verbal conjuring although in
gereral 8DS has the firmest and
most healthy organisational basa
in Europe and a highly eleborate
theoretic scaffolding to protect
it. S8DS sees itself in transition
from a student protest movement
into an organied political oppo-
sition to the drift towards re-
pression and the right in German
soclety, But while initiating
campaigns against NATO, the
German Judiciary and the U.S.
Army, they have at the same
time to build from scratch con-
acte with organised workers and
keep hold of contacts with

The Black Dwarf’s guide to
The Portugese Opposition

Inside Portugal there is only one
legal party, the fascist National
Union. The internal opposition is
weak: there is a moderately strong
communist influence in the working
class in Lisbon, and among the
students at Lisbon University. There
are also liberal, constitutionalist
groupings among middle-class
teachers and lawyers. In 1958
General Delgado ran as an opposi-
tion candidate in the presidential
election and did so well that Salazar
changed the constitution in 1959,
abolishing the direct clection of the
president and substituting election
by an electoral college.

The main oppesition groups are:

The Black Dwarf is now available
in Scotland from

lan Gordon,

27 Saughton Hall Terrace,
Edinburgh 12
031-337-7459

Write or phone for trade rates.
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NEWSREEL: filmed reporis from
the radical Americal left. Twelve
10-12 minute films have been re-
leased, including: October '67 Pen-

tagon Confrontation; Up-Against-
the-Wall Mother-Fuckers®” Garbage
Protest; Riot Control Weapons.

Further information, and bookings
from: Angry Arts Film Society, 10
Downside Crescent, London, N.W.3,
SWi-3228.

1. PCP: Portuguese Communisi
Party. It works from Algiers, where
Alvaro Cunhal, its leader, is based.

PSP AP NP NGING PGP NG NG PG OGP
PIONEER Book Service

it you are having any diﬂicull‘w_s
in obtaining supplies or indivi-
duzl copies of Black Dwarf please
contact us directly at:

7, Carlisle Street, W.1,

01-738-4827
AP A GP NG PGP AP AP PGP PP A PP g Sells Marxist Literature;
REVOLUTION IS POETRY Early and late Trotsky pam-
Marty Nakelsky phlets,  Cuban {iterature,
and Intercontinental Press, Vive

Don Gardner ;
2 Guerillg Poets at the Arts Lab
182 Drury Lane
Sunday, October 13, 8 p.m.

Che badges, etc, For Free
Catalogue write to: Pioneer
Book Service, 8 Toynbee St.,

MPRPAINIAININMP NSNS | ondon, E 1.

We specialise indthgh Printing A A A A A A A A A
opher news.

?)Elplg;g_e rgf%l:dar:nprOI:d to print CARtoon  Archetypal Slog?n

“The Black Dwarf’,) Most econo- Theatre, revolutionary socialist

mica]l price in Britain. DBroad- theatre group needs rehearsal

sheets — letterpress; litho — o000 At present working on play

tabloids including German at no
extra cost.—Chapple Ltd., Bala, N.
Wales. Tel: Bala 429,

for GLC tenants. Please ring KIL
2409 if you can help.

Pro-Russian; favours trade union
action rather than insurrectionary
preparation. The strongest and most
solidly organised opposition group.

2. FPLN: Patriotic Front for
National Liberation, A coalition of
opposition groups, set up in 1962,
based in Algiers. Has a monthly
magazine, a radio station and an
exile government, the Portuguese
Revolutionary Junta. Dominated by
the Communists, and originally
headed by Delgado who later broke
with them. In 1965 Delgado was
lured into a trap by secret police in
Spain, and murdered. Apart from
PCP strength FPLN has no organisa-
tion within Portugal.

3. FAP: Front for Popular
Action, A group of left dissidents
who left the PCP 1964; headed by
Francisco Rodriguez, former mem-
ber of the PCP Politburo now in
prison in Portugal. Wanted more
militant policy; almost annihilated
when main cadres arrested 1965-66.

4. LUAR: League for Revolu-
tionary Union and Action. Created
1965-66 by left-wing army officers
returning from colonial wars. Based
on military action: two main
achievements raiding a bank in
Figueira de Foz and attacking and
looting an army barracks, both in
1967. Recently some cadres arrested
by Spanish police in Irun on way to
Portugal; sentenced to prison in
Spain. Others, including Palma their
leader, subsequently arrested in

Portugal. Probably smashed by this,
Little ideological position.

5. ADS: Democratic and Socialist
Action. A middle-class liberal group,
headed by Mario Soares who has
now been eviled to African island of
Sao Tomé. No mass support; con-
sists of lawyers and other intellec-
tuals. Issues protests.

6. Left Catholics: The Church in
Portugal never occupied position it

‘did in Spain; 1910 republican revolu-

tion in Portugal very anti-clericalist.
But Cardinal Cerenjeira, head of
Church, student crony of Salazar’s,
Bishop of Oporto, Antonio Ferreira
Gomes, exiled in Lourdes since 1961
for opposition to regime. In January
1962 a group of Catholic army
officers seized barracks at Beja, but
crushed. Group of intellectuals in
Pragma group, inspired by changes
in Vatican, banned by a regime
1967. Militant Angolan priests kept
in exile in Portugal.

7. Workers: Strongest in Barreiro,
Lisbon proletarian area on south
bank of Tajo river. Hundreds of
thousands working illegally abroad,
especially in France, Strikes illegal,
but frequent. Mostly PCP.

8. Students: Of three universities,
Lisbon most politically militant. No
movement comparable to Spanish
one. 30 % of all portuguese students
interviewed in 1967 said they would
have preferred to have been born
outside Portugal.
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fo what extent these campalgns
wil go beyond photogenic de.
monstration and political speoc-
tacle, There seems to be a rejuc-
tonce among German comrades to
icok closely at what was actually
achieved during thge Emergency
Laws campaign when massive, if
shortlived, industrial work was
done and whole factory combines
bombarded with leaflets, At pre-
sent the remains of this seems
to be two ‘projectgroups’ active
in Frankfurt and Berlin doing
long term organisation in speci-
fic factories and within the
Youth Section of the Trade
Unions, After France, more and
more comrades are interested in
this kind of work and are ap-
proaching it with energy. But
the transition from the univer-
sity hothouse to the lower tem-
perature ad more concrete think.
ing of the factory is extremely
difficult, especially so because a
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by the combined efforts of Stalin
ant Hitler, There scemell o be
a danger that vioarious Involve-
ment with the struggles of the
Third World might simply be re-
placed by vicarious involvement
in the industrial struggle,

The tension between those
with a fundamental orientat.on,
the anti.authoritarian groups
ang¢ the remnants of the tradi-
tional glectoral Old Left express-
ed itself in protracted debate
over organisation which ended
in deadlock and a recall confer.
ence planned for November,
SDS are aware of the need to
tighten up their very chaotic
structure and this was high-
lighted by the expulsion of 5 CP
supporters who sabotaged bar-

ricades at Cologne University
and supported the attack on
SDS President Wolf at the

World Youth Festival in Sofia,
Bul the tradition of local auton.

e - Iﬂr.oq.. g
Gormanio  taste for v
dobate was
al considerable length In disous.
sion of the role of women and
Technical education In modern
cupitalism , , | the ‘woman’'s
question’ debate at onpg point
interrupted by a lady with dyed |
hair throwing tomatoes at the
Chalrman in an extreme.y formal
sort of way.

Certainly the accounts in the
bourgeois press of the col apse of
SDS are miles out, but many of
tho contradictions which have
Leen concealed within 8DS’s very
broad political spectrum are
coming into the open, At present
the state seems to b2 one of well
informed confusion and political
oxperiment in very many direc-
tions at the same time , , . after
one spark set France alight, the
rest of us are committed to
throwing lighted matches aroungd
the room.
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Students and Capitalism

by Rudi Dutschke

Extracts from a book to be published

by Gallimard soon.

1 Dying Capitalism

The ruling class has been decisively
transformed. For a long time now it
has ceased to be identified with the
nominal owners of the means of
production. Even in his own time
Marx was able to perceive the
imminent arrival of a new class—
the industrial bureaucracy.

This class in no way resolves the
fundamental contradiction of
bourbeois-capitalist society. Quite
the reverse. This contradiction is
becoming more acute and is leading
bourgeois society into its final phase.
Within this “class™ all the functions
of Capital are *“‘socialised” — spread
out among specific groups and
institutions.

2 A Revolutionary Breach

But, if one element of the disinherited
casts off the yolk of the “financial
interes{s™, it breaks up this network
of needs and aspirations directed
towards the ruling class, and the
entire system is put into question,
from top to bottom, Marcuse has
written that “the breach opened in
the uneasy conscience can become
the pressure point for emancipation”
It is precisely this breach in the
uneasy conscience which we have
begun to open up.

Our work in politics puts in question
the administration and control of
people—by our gestures of provoca-

tion, and by our mass actions.

It is not necessary to make a fetish
out of the fact that we have cor-
rectly, considering the historical
conditions, limited our actions to the
sphere of the university. A revolu-
tionary dialectic of correct transitions
must think of the “long march
through the institutions” as a
practical and critical activity that
reaches into all the areas of social
life in order to deepen in a subversive
and critical manner the contradic-
tions inherent in all institutions that
make up the organisation of the
everyday life of our society. For our
movement, which has arrived at its
period of cultural revolution, there
no longer exists a privileged area in
which to express exclusively its over-
all aspirations,

It is precisely this point which is the
strength and at the same time the
weakness of the dying capitalist
system. It leaves no section of society
out of its network of repression, and
all human activities end up being
contained within a structured frame-
wark which is held together by the
*silent pressures of capital and its
profits”,

3 The Anti-Authoritarian
Movement

Lukewarm opposition has been sue-
ceeded by spontaneous resistance—
although still very often of a totally

non-organised kind. The strength of
the anti-authoritarian movement
comes from the fact that its members
authentically express in their prac-
tical and critical activities the hopes,
and the needs, of everyone. The
streets of the cities are ours,

The left, far toe often, succumbs to
the tendency to build the “proleta-
riat” or the “masses” up intp a meta-
physical absolute, instead of grasping A
the concrete, if difficult, dialectic of
the awakening of the masses, and
understanding the tempgrary separa- |
tion of the small but politically
conscious extremists groups from the

great mass of the people,

The other danger we de not always
manage to aveid is intellectual
arrogance, and in the last analysis
fear of the creative faculties of the
masses when they do awaken. :
We must 3o bevond the old concepts
of socialism, but a new concept can
only arise in political struggle. Today
it is not an abstract theory of history
that unites us. It is existential disgust
with a society which, lost in endless
chatter, about liberty at the same 1
time represses by methods as violent
as they are subtle the hopes and
immediate needs of the individual
and the social and economic k ¥
emancipation of the people in their
Smht g

(This has been considerably ahﬁdgu_!-}_; .



Japanese

Revolutionary
Students’
Movement ...

Last January in the port of Sasebo there was an outbreak of

fierce fighting between helmeted students armed with heavy sticks

and police using water hoses and tear gas.

The students were attempting to
prevent the U.S.S. Enterprise, a
nuclear-powered attack aircraft
carrier, from entering the port. In
the midst of the fracas, and to the
astonishment of onlookers, it became
evident that some of the students
were beating each other up— right
under the noses of bewildered police-
men. That this was an ideological
dispute between supporters of dif-
ferent factions of one of the three
Zengakurens may give some idea of
the complexity of the Japanese
student movement. The factions are
embroiled in jealous claims of legiti-
mate representation and conflicts of
ideology; each faction publishes its
own paper and uses an argot which
-is incomprehensible to outsiders.

Zengakuren stands for Zen Nippon
Gakusei Jichikai Sorengo (National
Federation of Students’ Self-Govern-
ing Associations). From its formation
in 1948 until 1955, the Zengakuren
followed the Japan Communist

" Party and was encouraged to take a
line of ‘violent political struggle’.
However the J.C.P. suddenly changed
its strategy and adopted a moderate
position, and in 1956 the Zengakuren
broke away declaring that ‘the prime
aim of the student movement lies in
the struggle to defend peace’. Start-
ing in 1958 there was a proliferation
of revolutionary student organisa-
tions and these split up, collaborated,
or merged with each other in a con-
fusion which can only be explained
by the Japanese custom of regarding
no decision as a decision unless it
be unanimous. In any meeting of
students proposals are given shouts
of yes or no, there is no middle
ground for discussion, dissenters
form their own factions and start
recruiting members for themselves,

neremwwﬂzreewomdsun
ing to be the real Zengakuren. Once

these s still influenced and sup-
‘P_f.;._‘ hi..l'hn 10D and s known

.gakuren

The Sampa Zengakuren (Three-
Faction Zengakuren) is a somewhat
uneasy coalition of three factions:—
the Chiikaku-ha (Core Faction), the
Shagakudo (League of Socialist
Students) and the ‘Liberation Fac-
tion’ of the Shaseido (League of
Secialist Youth). Each of these three
factions still publishes its own paper.
107 of the 510 committed students’
councils support the Sampa Zenga-
kuren, and 1t has been the most
prominent group in the public view
because of its violent clashes with
the police. The Chikaku-ha is the
most influential of the three factions
and calls on its members to act as
‘co-ordinators with peasants, citizens
and labourers”,

Strongly opposed to both the other
Zengakurens is the Kakumaru Zen-
(Revolutionary  Marxist
Zengakuren). They claim to be the
legitimate heirs of the original Zen-
gakuren, but although they are in
possession of the official Zengakuren
Stamp, and have the right to send
delegates to the International Student
Federation, they control only a small
minority (30) of the 426 councils.
However, they regard themselves as
a revolutionary elite, their theory
being that revolution must begin
with a mass student movement so
that, unlike the other Zengakurens,
they seek no relations

unions or political parties. The

Kakumaru Zengakuren is very criti- §

cal of the International Communist
Movement and is trying to organise
a new Anti-War International.

There are other fragments of the
student .movement, notably the
peaceful Kozé Kaikaku-ha (Strue-
tural Reform Faction) which con-
trols 38 of the councils, but none of
them claim to have inherited the

*Tengakuren mantle. Anarchist groups:

are few and far between.

s far tha studants bhave nodt

Herbert Marcuse is a social and political philosopher with a long Left-wing history; he was one of the founding members of Liebknecht’s and
Luxemburg’s Spartakusbund in 1918, was sctive in the pre-war Marxist Institut fiir Sozialforschung (Institute for Social Research), and since moving
to live in the United States after the rise of Naglem has produced fascinating and Important work on the development of Marxist thought and on

|
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problems of contemporary culture,

He is now being cited, in virtually
every review of the theoretical
foundations of present-day student
radicalism, as a major critical influ-
ence of our time. Indeed, “the three
M's" — Marx, Marcuse and Mao —
are reported to form the intellectual
trinity which inspires the activism of
Italy’s insurgent students. It is said
also that his influence is powerful
in his old homeland of Germany,
among the SDS. Having read Mar-
cuse’s work attentively over a
number of years, I find it hard to
trace any very precise connections
between his most characteristic ideas
and anything that is being Written,
said or dome on the international
Left nowadays. However, 1 will
make the attempt, in the hope that

! those who have a clearer idea of the

present radical movement and its
theoretical origins will correct and
supplement these remarks.

Marcuse’s output in the English
language can be divided into three
phases, which overlap somewhat.
The first consists of his Reason and
Revolution (1942) and Soviet
Marxism (1958) which analyse res-
pectively the rise (from Hegel to
Marx) and the decline (from Lenin
to Khruschev) of those critical, sub-
versive social ideas which are tradi-
tionally grouped under the heading
of Marxism (later *“Marxism-
Leninism™), These are important
books both for the historian of
social ideas and for any revolu-
tionary who wants to trace the shifts
in the meaning of concepts, over
entire epochs, which can make or
break a radical theory of society.
They imply no specific practical or
tactical payoff in terms of action; I

| mention this not as a criticism of
with the 8

the work, but to indicate the diffi-
culty in establishing a lineage from
the present movement to Marcuse,

The second set of writings is con-
cerned with the forms of intellectual
domination and repression which
are said by Marcuse to be prevalent
in  advanced capitalist society,
During his first twenty years of
sojourning in the United States,
Marcuse -became impressed by the
virtual absence of any substantial
movement of social criticism or re-
bellion in the USA, and concluded
that capifalism had entered a new

totslitarian stage of development, in

Revolution, in 1955, According to our era of advanced technology.
him, the introduction of sutomation  The laws of the system being un-
into industry marked a fundamental breakable, and unrelievedly hideous,
change in the relations of producs revolt is possible only for minorities
tion. With growing productivity and in a marginal or exterior relation-
consumption, the mneeds of the ship to the main social process, The
masses had become sated, and were critical “outsiders” of the Reason
indeed now simply manipulated and and Revolution appendix would seem
administered by the asystem. “The to be lonely stoics like Marcuse
economic and cultural eo-ordination himself, writing in the depressive
of the labouring classes” was now shadow of the Joe MacCarthy era;
complete; individuals had become in One-Dimensional Man they in-
transformed into “total objects of: clude the lowliest, most oppressed
society”. All opposition to thelgroups in American society, the
status quo wuas “pacified, co- inmates of slums, ghettoes, prisons,
ordinated and liquidated”, and any tal institutions, etc. Their rebel-
critical consciousness that remained’ lion is at this time seen by Marcuse
was only “the dangerous prerogative @s an elemental, almost hopeless out-
of outsiders™. * burst of “outcasts”, the new paupers
Marcise sayd’ mopel ‘@0 ho have replaced the labour move

thing, at greater leogth, in his book g QIS Sabvgrown too et to
One-Dimensional Man, published it l‘“u“::’:;'ff:d T;“ﬁ;g“ag:g‘;
1964', Here be it much [l.!rtheg main tendencies of the engulfing
alleging that a drastic change in the s, B - Mncouse - does not
termy’ OF DumdR THORgAL ‘h.“ oW expect them to. His interpretation of
talu;n pl_m.t in the West, Critical :fntt RS freedom movement of
raduj.al ideas have now begorlne i does - little justice  to its
possible w, formulate ymhm pisation, articulacy and con-
realm of discourse that is accept X

as rationnl by our society. Eve
conceivable activity of the human
spirit — artistic, philosophical, scien=
tific, or simply playful-—contribu
to the maintenance of “the whole”,
the repressive structure of capitalis .
Science is counter-revolutionary A number of the participants,
cause it secks to control nature, and juding Serge Mallet, an industrial
hence human nature. Art, however S0Clologist who is a leading member
radical in form or content, can only "OF the French PSU. Mallet's reply
function as an entertainment for th d out the very shaky character
conformist and well-off. Ordinary arcuse'’s theory that automation
and academic language are alike preduces an acquiescent working
permeated by a sort of Orwellian Automatic industries are often
“Newspeak” which denies not only puliarly risk-prone, in view of
any possibility, but also any mea gir high capital costs and their
ing, to concepts which transcend wual dependence on a secure
existing order of things. arket over a long term, Mallet has
reserves some of his severest st f some years been arguing that
tures for sexual permissiveness an working class” of the more
ted industries would acquire
more political horizons ex-
beyond wage-demands, and
being further and further
hards o Imd: frontation
"" i - & I

iwe of control of the economy”,

reuse’'s views in this period
presented at a conference of
s Marxist scho.ars in Kor-
Yugoslavia, in the summer of
They were challenged there

of thelr oppression, and depleting tendin
them of the enmergy that should be °
sublimated lnto revolutionary forms |
~of creativity. (This last sheme, of
what Marcuse calls “repressive de-
sublimation”, is argued more fully

io bis Eros and Civilisation, pub S S, A
lished in 1954,) e T \MSICRpER resariably. necwhasio, fu
; ~+ & -view of the French events this year.
The last few sentences may

*‘: It is quite possible that a fully
automated sector of industry,

like a grotesque caricature f
cuse's case, They are,

HERBERT MARCUSE

of individual responsibility and
largely apart from a group of mates,
This, however, could only apply to
a tiny proportion of the work-force
even in an advanced capitalist
society, Semi-automated industry,
with its relentless industrial rhythms,
occupies many thousands of workers
in a typical Western economy. In
France it was these sectors (cars and
aircraft) that proved to be in the
vanguard of militancy, responding
rapidly to the “student spark”
Highly mechanised industries in
Britain (from cars to computerised
banks) have also been associated
with a level of consciousness whose
militancy may be dispersed and
fragmented, but is still very far from
Marcuse’s vision of the machine-
dominated worker.

The climatic struggle in France
and its less spectacular daily coun-
terpart in Britain also puts paid to
the idea, common to many radical
thinkers apart from Marcuse, that
the industrial struggle over wages
can only radicalise workers when
they are fighting at a subsistence
level of income. Questions of power
and control in industry and in
society, especially as the State
attempts to become an arbiter of
wage levels, are inseparably linked
to workers' demands for money. The
struggle in France was fought by
the workers both in terms of wages
and in terms of power. The Left has
gained among the working class
both by exposing the incompetence
and timidity of the CP-CGT ap-
paratus as wage-bargainers and by
campaigning around a broader per-
spective of control. The CFDT now
outnumbers the CGT in membership
as a result of playing this double
tactic; how far either the CFDT or
the PSU themselves can offer more
than a rhetoric and a style is still of
course an open question,

Marcuse's third phase is marked
only in a few pieces of writing, and
is doubtless still evolving, He has
now acknowledged that organised
radical movements are actually
functioning outside the margin of
the outcasts; paradoxically, their
development in the crucial late
Fifties and early Sixties eluded him
while he was developing his most
pessimistic position. In a recent
interview (published in New Left
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cither — these helpless parrots whe
have undergone “moronization”
Marcuse's appeal is explicitly 1o the
small oppositional enclaves. It s &
programme of sporadic putschism
to be conducted by them lndis
criminately against all official institus
tions, parties and media.

This campaign, implemented by
that fortunate minority that Marcuse
is prepared to admit as “rationsl
beings”, will lead to “the democratie
educational dictatorship of fres

e - : men”, which in the present so¢
contradictions set up in the United » oty &

2 : “a small number indeed,"

States by the Vietnam war. The pro- F
gress of revolution now seems to  Marcuse looks back, for justifices
him to depend on the forging of a tion of this open appeal to meries
link between guerrilla struggle in cracy, to the arguments of thal
the Third World and the rebellious classic snob of liberal leader elitism,
youth movements of the “affluent John Stuart Mill, for whom the
society”; and in Europe “the politi- exercise of tolerance was *‘to apply
cal revitalisation of the working- only to human beings in the maturity
class movement on an international of their faculties”. For Mil this
scale” is a perspective worth think- definition would exclude children,
ing and fighting towards, Others of minors and “barbarians”, For Mas
course have said as much, with more cuse it would exclude everybody
consistency; and even so guarded a except those who agree with his own
statement is an unconfessed recanta- highly idiosyncratic interpretation of
tion of the thousands of words that society and history, since the dis
Marcus has written to the contrary.  tinction between what is progressive
and what is reactionary is “nol &
matter of value-preference butl of
rational criteria,” Consequently I
you disagree with Marcuse you are
irrational and hence unfit 0 W
tolerated.

Marcuse’s article “Repressive
Tolerance”, published in 1965 as one
of the outstanding set of essays by
three American scholars, entitled A
Critique of Pure Tolerance, displays
fully the ambiguities of his most

recent stance. It is in part a superb Marcuse up]]c]uy attacks the
attack on the conventional liberal criterion of “clear and present dane
wisdom of political pluralism, which ger” which both in liberal and s
sees society as an open forum for Marxist theory has offered the sole
equally matched contending views. grounds for withdrawing basic civil
It is also a first-rate defence of ﬁsh{s from groups and individuals,
revolutionary violence and of ration- (Even Stalinism, it may be noted,
ality in history. the rationality, paid hypocrisy’s tribute to this
however, stops when Marcuse starts criterion in its manufacture of con-
to argue once again that present-day spiracies and plots; for unless M
society consists of “manipulated and could be displayed to the public as
indoctrinated individuals who parrot, offering “clear and present danger”,
as their own, the opinions of their dissidents could not be suppressed
masters,” except for “such enclaves and exterminated) In  Marcuse's
as the intelligentsia”. Now that yjew *the whole post-facist period
“SOCEC'{Y has entered the phase of is one of clear and prmt w.
total administration and indoctrina- This statement is adequate for him
tion’’, Marcuse advocates ‘‘the .. .1... ihe distinction between “1
withdrawal of toleration of speechd. . lence of revolutionary musses i
and assembly from groups an(l, period of civil war and the
movements which promote aggres putschism of educated clite groups
sive policies, armament, chau- yh,, decide for themselves what Ihe

vinism, discrimination on the ,oronised masses may read o
grounds of race and religion, orpanise for.

or Wwhich oppose the exten-

sion of public services, social seour-  Having developed a mechanistie
ity, medical care, etc." Since and elitist view of society in a p.l“"-
human needs are completely pro- where he wrote off all possibilities
grammed and perverted by the mass ¢, revolutionary action, Marcuse y

media, the efforts to counteract ¥
man’s dehumanisation “must begin e U‘Y_IDB to graft radical '
his old unreconstructed sowial

with stopping the words and images YPOD -
which feed this consciousness, To be vision. I hope thac T am right Is my
sure this is censorship, even pre- conclusion that Marcuse's
censorship, but openly directed whatey commentators #a
against the more or less hidden cen- :u mcr lhuh . - |
sorship that permeates the free trary, bave sctusity 5o 'S dis:
media.” ence upon the theory and the tacthos
. of the movement that we have too
Who is to conduct this exproporia: dee I we have R A )
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recruiting members for themselves,

There are now three groups claim-
ing to be the real Zengakuren. One
of these is still influenced and sup-
ported by the 1.C.P. and is known
as the J.C.P. Zengakuren. Leaders of
this group see themselves as the
‘democratic intelligentsia”; they
favour discussion, negotiation, and if
necessary strikes against the faculty
over university matters. The J.C.P.

Zengakuren occupies itself with
purely student affairs — university
regulations and facilities — much

more than the other organisations,
whose raison d'étre is more overtly
political. This explains why they
have a large following—at least on
aper—of Students' Self-Governing
“ouncils. But in fact, many of the
nembers scorn the J.C.P. Zengaku-
en’s passivity in off-campus politics.
)f the 829 student councils in the
apanese universities and colleges,
nly 510 are committed to the sup-
ort of any of the Zengakuren fac-
ions; and of these 330 support the
.C.P. Zengakuren.

them claim to have inherited the

*Zengakuren mantle. Anarchist groups-

are few and far between.

So far the students have not
achieved much, though they have
succeeded im preventing certain in-
creases of tuition fees, Only a very
small minority of Japanese students
feel able to take part in violent
action; at most 10,000 can be
mobilized from the whole country.
The average student approves of
this minority, but is inhibited by
violence and feels that the student
leaders have become more revolu-
tionaries than students and are out
of touch with the rest.

The real test will come in 1970
when the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty

" may be revised. The students are

radically opposed to the treaty and
their pacifism is shared by most

Japanese. It has been predicted that §
will take B

over 100,000 students
action in protest against continuna-
tion of the freaty.

Vot all Nigerians eat Ibos. Beware of capitalist propaganda. Ojukwe
ind Gowan represent West Africa’s bourgeoise elite and the same

ested interests that their feudal predecessors did. The people in con-

ersation are uncompromisingly militant, not to be duped by the Wes:

Ny rmore.

Local heroes take second place to Nkrumah, Patrice

_.umumba, Seku Toure, King, Carmichael and Otis Reading. Black
‘ower is swiftly coming to West Africa. And as this photograph shows

o is the Cultural Revolution.

3.D. CORRESPONDENT.
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virtual absence of any substantia
movement ol social criticism or re-
bellion in the USA, and concluded
that capitalism had entered a new
totalitarian stage of development, in
which all sources of opposition to
the system had become exhausted
and supersedsd, He first presented
this view in a long postscript to the
second edition of Reason and

-.'.'I — 4 b g

. e =g

lished in 1954.)

The Iast fow sentences may lnuld
like a grotesque caricature of Mar
cuse’s case, They are, however, a
summary of what he actually states,
not as risks, as chances, as tenden-
cies that might be overcome by
struggle, but as over-riding determin-
ing laws of human consciousness in

i T

965) weem remarkably prophetic in
view of the French events this year,

It is quite possible that a fully
automated sector of industry,
equipped with transfer machines and
numerical control apparatus, would
generate a “middle-class” type of
consciousness among its operators,
who would work with a great deal

R e T h s e

development In  the crucial  Jate
Fifties and early Sixties eluded him
while he was developing his most
pessimistic position, In a recent
interview (published in New Left
Review last year) he has, with many
hedgings and hesitations, affirmed
the necessity and the possibility of
revolution in the West, laying
particular emphasis on the explosive

«

ll y dirented

against the more or less hidden cen-
sorshup that permeates the free
media."”

Who is to conduct this exproporia-
tion of the media and the ban on
civil rights? Not the capitalist State
~—Marcuse rightly sees the useless-
ness of appealing to official society
to commit suicide. Not the masses

WHY THE CULTURAL REVOLU

Alberto- Moravia

The Chinese cultural revolution is the most important political

It is common knowledge that in the
Communist world there are various
levels of economic development be-
cause of the various periods in which
the industrial revolution began in
different areas. Corresponding to
these various economic levels there
are, obviously, various levels of en-
thusiasm, freshness, and revolution-
ary romanticism. Now the Chinese
Cultural Revolution not only has
sensationally revealed these dif-
terences but, because of the conflict
and ruptures it has provoked, also
seems to have created within the
Communist bloc an internal dialectic
which until now rot even the revolt
in Budapest, or Yugoslavian dissi-
dence, had succeeded in establishing.
The fact that Soviet Russia has had
noteworthy industrial development
since 1917 and that China, on the
other hand, was still, in 1949, pre-
dominantly a country of peasants
has suddenly appeared, thanks to the
Cultural Revolution, as the main
cause of the ideological conflict be-
tween China and the Soviet Union.
What does this mean It means that
to explain what is happening in
China today one must not look for
personal and individual causes, such
as Moa’s age, the struggle for
power, the influence of Mao’s wife,
etc.; rather, and correctly so, one
must look behind the ideological
conflict for the material causes.

The personal element, however,
contrary to what 1is generally
thought, is more important in Com-
munist countries than in capitalist
countries, at least at the level of
government. In the West, economic
differences between countries are
only mildly translated into ideolo-
gies, both because of the predomi-
nant empiricism, especially in the
Anglo-Saxon world, and because the
Western economies are less planned
and consequently less willed than
Eastern economies, It is common
knowledge that the economy of
Communist countries is planned, and
the plans are the expression of the
will of limited governing bodies or
even of an isolated leader. Hence

event that has taken place in the Communist world since de-
Stalinization,

the personalized character of wic-
tories and defeats in the economic
field, almost as if the development
of an economy were not a collec-
tive but an individual phenomenon.
In China the identification of the will
of the head of state with the eco-
nomic and social condition of the
people is more marked, I should say,
than in any other Communist coun-
try. The personal history of Mao Is,
as a matter of fact, indivisible from
that of the Chinese revolution, to
such a degree that to narrate the life
of Mao, as one can see from Edgar
Snow’s book, is equivalent to narrat-
ing the history of the last fifty years
of the Chinese people.

To understand, at least in part,
what has happened in China since
June 1966, one must go back to
remote 1927. In general, one ecan
say that the disagreement between
Mao and the Soviet Union—which,
in my opinion, is at the root of the
Cultural Revolution—goes back to
that year. At that time the Chinese
Communist Party, which had enly
recently been formed, was com-
pletely under the influence of Stalin.
Mao himself—who was one of its
leaders—with a revolutionary inno-
cence that was shared at the time
by many in the West, probably did
not doubt that the remote dictator in
Moscow was somehow infallible. But
Stalin, through a series of mistaken
instructions and false moves resulting
from an abstract and infatuated
ignorance of real conditions of
China, provoked a terrible political
and military catastrophe. For tacti-
cal reasons Stalin at all costs
wanted Mao and the Communists to
collaborate with Chiang Kai-shek
and the nationalist Kuomintang.
Chiang Kai-shek and the Kuomin-
tang suddenly turned on Mao and
wherever possible massacred his fol-
lowers. Thousands of Communists
were slain in Canton, Shanghai, and
Peking. Bao survived the disaster by
a miracle and with the remains of
his small army undertook the famous
march north,

It is beside the point here to

describe Stalin's errors in detail. Suf-
fice to say that among them wcre
two basic mustakes that Mao cer-
tainly must have remembered, when
lorty years later he unleashed the
Cuitural Revoiution, The first mis-
take was to think that China, in us
social composition, was similar to
the Soviet Union and that conse-
quently it had to be the labouring
peasants in the country that wouwd
masses in the cities and not the
make the revolution, The second
mistake was that, no matter how
things went, everything had to be
done through party buréaucracy and
by means of party party bureau-
cracy. What happened has already
been told. As long as Mao belicved
in the infallibility of Stalin, he piled
up one defeat after another. When
he shook off his awe of Stalin and
turned to the peasants and the
country and, bypassing party bureau-
cracy and ideology, acted directly
and in person, his success was im-
mediate, Most important of all, he
must have felt that his feet were
finally on solid ground.

Obeying the Soviet Union in 1927
brought Mao misfortune; thirty
years later, in 1957, challenging the
Soviet Union bright him misfortune.
It is always Soviet Union, after all,
in the adverse times of Mao's ‘life.
What happened in 1957, that year
of years? The Great Leap Forward
occurred, the attempt to transform
backward Chinese peasants into
modern agricultural workers of the
Russian or American type, and to
saddle state agricultural concerns
with the greater part of steel pro-
duction. I am referring here to
Mao’s irrational, wilful, and, in a
word, romantic decision to set up
steel furnaces — inevitably rudimen-
tary and unsatisfactory—in the com-
munes or state farms, The problem
was industrial competition with the
Soviet Union and the West. The
solution, typically Maoist, was to
have steel produced not just by two
or .three large factories but also,
and principally, by the Chinese
peasant masses. Every farm was to
produce a small quantity of steel.
China is immense; production could
not but be immense, like China

itself. But, this time, turning to the
masses—enthusiastic, yes, but inex-
pert and backward—brought disas-
ter. Steel production fell, and be-
cause of the disorder created by so
much change, agricultural produc-
tion also fell.

In the face of the failure of the
Great Leap Forward, Mao should
perhaps have blamed himself, or,
as when the fault is shared by many,
blame no one, But Mao had a dif-
ferent reaction. What was at the
root of the error, at the root of the
disaster? The fact that the Soviet
Union, with whom he wished to
compete, was a revisionist country,
a country on the road to prosperity,
that is, to capitalism.

This reflection found unexpected
and bitter confirmation in the Soviet
Union’s behaviour in the face of
China’s difficultics. The wilful and
populist romanticism of Mao found
no understanding or solidarity in
the Soviet Union. Right away there
were admonitions and ideological
insinuations, Then came Khrush-
chev’s sarcastic public remarks about
the Great Leap. And fiinally—a very
serious step, in fact equivalent to an
act of cold war—the sudden and

complete withdrawal of Russian
technical advisers.
By these measures the Soviet

Union probably hoped to restore its
own authority in China, reduce Mao
to obedience, and prevent economic
development in China that would
conflict with the totality of the Com-
munist bloc. But Mao only saw in
them the obtuse and satiated hosti-
lity of a country headed towards
prosperity for a poor country; of a
country, in Lin Piao’s formula, that
was already part of the urban world
against a country that was still part
of the peasant world. Thus Russia—
absurdly, but, it should be empha-
sized, with perfect logic—was re-
jected as a Western, capitalist coun-
try.

What could have made Mao
change his mind? Only this: that the
Soviet Union, the second industrial
power in the world, reduce its pace
to that of China, still a predomi-
nantly artisan and peasant country;

that Russia in revolutionary soli-
darity share with China its techni-
clans, its resources, its means—in
short, its prosperity, Obviously this
was rol possible, though Mao later
considered it a logical sequence,
Lhus through a rationalization of
personal disappointment and
national failure, the Soviet Union
became in Mao's eyes just another
Western power, nothing more or less.

The United States, England,
France, and Germany did not have
technical advisers, political and eco-
nomic missions or interests in China,
much less an element within the
Chinese party and state bureaucracy
that supported their view of the
world and worked for its fulfilment,
Russia did. And that, I think, is
why so many things in China are
or seem to be Soviet: the many
boulevards of Peking, the nineteenth-
century style of the modern build-
ings and their interior decoration, the
very mixture in everyday Chinese
life of drastic austerity and popular
patriotism, In the same way, there
must have been many Chinese who
wittingly or unwittingly believed in
Soviet ideology and wished that
China would imitate it and model
itself on the Soviet Union. These
people were excellent Communists,
of course, who had always believed
that Russia was the guiding state of
the Communist bloc and that China
was a friend of Russia. Many of
them had been personal friends of
Mao’s since the years of the Long
March and even earlier. They occu-
pied responsible posts in the state
and party bureaucracy. It was
against them and against everything
they were thought to represent (i.e.
Soviet revisionism and Western in-
terests and culture) that Mao’s
romantic and populist fury was un-
leashed.

Characteristically, the great purge
(the Cultural Revolution is, in sub-
stance, also a gigantic purge or
purification) was not carried omt
by a Stalinist secret police. There
is no secret police in China. More-
over, inasmuch as the purge was
designed to strike chiefly at the
bureacracy like all the others. No
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whatever the commentators say o
the contrary, have actually no infly.
ence upon the theory and the taethes
of the movement that we have fo.
day, If we have Marcusians amongs!

us, it would be interesting to hewr
their views, Reactionary as (hess
might be, they would deserve sf
least our tolerance.
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Mao on this occasion, as on many
others, followed his heart, which
had remained faithful, innocently
and nostalgically, to the strenuous
years of the civil war, and he
appealed, as he had then, to the
masses, particularly to the young
and the very young among them. He
no longer seemed to stand on solid
ground, or to have the strength he
had before. But with the Cultural
Revolution, through contact with
the masses, he once again planted
his feet firmly on the ground and
recovered his strength. In one year,
fifty million Red Guards surged, in
a new Children’s Crusade, from
one end of China to the other. Mil-
lions of poster newspapers appeared,
There were hundreds of thousands
of parades, demonstrations, meet-
ings. More than ten million Red
Guards were received personally in
Peking. And all China was turned
upside down: agricultural and indus-
trial production diminished, the state
bureaucracy was overturned, party
bureaucracy was destroyed. Several
provinces were in the hands of
Maoists; others, in the hands of
anti-Maoists and this is only a
partial list of the explosive results
of Mao's appeal to the masses. But
the barrier of bureaucracy and the
party had fallen. And, even more
important, the ground had been pre-
pared for a universal revolutionary
ideology that tomorrow perhaps may
be able to compete with the Soviet
ideology. More important still, the
foundations may also have been laid
for an egalitarian and technologi-
cal society in which social advance-
ment does not come through con-
sumption as the result of profit as
in the United States, or through
prosperity as the prize of power as
in Russia, but through the diversity
and the quality of technical capabili-
ties — a technocracy consisting of
diversely qualified cadres and work-
ing masses in which evryone is
provided with the necessary but not
the superfluous.
(This is an extract from a forth-
coming book by Albert Moravia,
THE RED BOOK AND THE
GREAT WALL, Secker & War-
burg, 25s.)
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DIARY
OF
EVENTS

Aonday, October 14th
AncrY Arrs  Fiom Sociery:
Cuba Si — Chris Ma{ker's par-

tisan documentary of the aims,
the mood and the rhythm of
People's Cuba.

INEWCASTLE SOCIALIST (SOCIETY:
1 p.m. Union Debating Chamber.
Speaker: Tarig Al

Newcastie VSC:
7.30 p.m. Old Assembly Rooms.

Tarig Ali on the October Mobil-
isation.

[uesday, October 15th

Epineurca: VSC,
7.30 p.m. Hume Tower.

Tariq Ali on Vietnam and its
implications Jor  Revolutionary
left in Britain.

Wednesday, October 16th
Duxpee University Lasour CLus
1 p.m. University Building.

Tariq Ali on The Collapse of
British Social Democracy.

Guascow Viernam Ap-Hoc Com-
MITTEE:

7.30 p.m., Typographical Halls,
Clyde Street.
Tarig Ali on October 2Tth Demo.

Thursday, October 17th

StrarcLype  Unsiverstty  VSC:
12.30 p.m., Union Hall.

Tariq Ali on VSC.

Grascow {Universiry R.S.Ai:

7.30 p.m., Men’s Union.
Tarig Ali on ‘Student Power’.
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Lord, the people is hungry.

Give, the people a loaf.
I will

Lord, the people is cold.
Give the people a house.
I will.

Lord, the people is weary.
Give the people a hope.
1 will.

Lord, the people is scared.
Give the people a God.
I will.

Lord, the people is restless.
Give the people an enemy.
I will.

Lord, the people is angry.
Give the people police.
I will.

Lord, the people is Revolutionary.

Give the people the sword.
Gladly.

Christopher Logue.

ore

GO HOME
YOUNG VTAN

Richard Neville

The lesson of Daniel Cohn-Bendlit’s disruptive intermationalism has not
been lost on the world’s immigration authorities. They are making it more
difficult for young people to cross borders, The Human Family, a roving
theatrical troupe, have been expelled from Holand, The French police, in
what are known to the press as “o tions anti-beatnik”, have been arrest-
ing and deporting foreigners persistently since May.

In parts of Spain, longhairs are founded up once a week, their passports
confiscated and sent to the nearest er,

In Yugoslavia and Argentina, local heavies have formed “barber gangs”
which forcibly shear hapless hirs foreigners. (The official Argentinian
explanation is: “Hippies have givém up their parents, home and food in
order to harden themselves for leading « Communist Revolution™).

And according to Robert Ponlin, a British inmate of a Turkish gaol,
the Turkish Government 3 weeks h} passed a new passport law forbidding
hippies or beatniks from entering the country, Forty beatniks (or “louse-
niks” as the Turkish police aﬂechtely call them) were deported on the
day the bill became law.

This will effectively reduce 'ﬁnlnud travel to the Middle East and
Asia, (The international pot ftrail begins at Istanbul). Hippies are also being
harrassed in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Morroco.

Hair, the musical, travelled in rapid comfort all the way from Green-
wich Village to the Eamon Andrews show; but hair, the human fibre, can
stop you crossing your nearest b&“

- *

Robert Pontin, who has wﬂtﬂ desperate letters to International Times
and OZ, also warns against geﬂh busted in Turkey. He is serving an
eight year, four month sentence for carrying cannabis. Others are serving
30 years. “And we don’t receive amnesties” says Pontin, “although murderers
do”.

I doubt if the British Consul ls unduly ruffled over Pontin’s plight.
Consular officials are usvally more concerned with manipulating juicy
business deals and hosting the perfect cocktail party, than sending meta-
phorical gunboats up the Bosphorus to rescue “beastly junkies”.

* . *

Although W. H. Smith & Sons Ltd. are generally more renowned for
what they don’t sell than for what they do, they are currently marketing an
interesting sociological documenf called: ‘Routledge’s Complete Letter
Writer’ — entirely new and revised edition, It is a seriou guide for con-
temporary correspondents. Its samiple letters include: A Letter of Proposal
from a Young Gentleman to & Young Lady, with Favourable and Un-
favourable replies (“I do love gow, bul it is in the way a sister loves a
brother”’). There is a Letter of Request for the Character of a Cock
(“Is she honest, clean, and ecomomicel?”’); a Letter of Complaint to a
Butcher and an Invitation to a Funeral from the Family Solicitor.

The most enlightening epistle, for Black Dwarf, is how fo answer an
Invitation to Subscribe to a Charity:

Dear Mr. Manders, '_

I have read your letter with great pain. It is indeed a terrible state of
affairs. But it is my firm convicton that indiscriminate giving is the worst
possible thing for the cause of the poor. The only real cure is to make
certain of the continuity of employment. I would gladly subscribe to any
scheme to bring that about. But in the present condition of the labour
market I feel sure that it is really wseless to do-anything that will merely
temporarily alleviate, and not definftely eradicate, poverty.

Yours very truly,
M. Beecher.

Remember that for Oxfam.

Thestreet-figt tmgPop group

Roland Muldoon ‘ .

VIVA MICHELE!

On August 26 armed guer-
rillas of the revolutionary
Guatemalian FAR movement
assassinated the yankee am-
bassador John Gordan-Mein
in Guatemala City. This is
the first time in history that a
yankee ambassador has been
eliminated by revolutionary
forces.

It has now emerged that one
of the assassins was a 31 year-
old French student Michele
Firk who had acted as a get-
away driver for the guerrillas
on previous occasions. Michele
had rented a small house in a
poor quarter of the City, and
after the assassination the
police closed in. On Septem-
ber 7 police knocked on her
door, but before they could
capture her she committed
suicide.

Talking to her sister last
spring she said “I shall not
hesitate, If T must be captured
by the police I shall kill my-
self. T do not want to run the
risk of talking under torture
.. .” And in a letter she wrote
“What T want to be is a re-
volutionary fighter”.

Michele Firk fought and
died for the Guatemalan
Revolution. The elimination
of Gordon-Mien has fired the
imagination of the revolution-
ary movement throughout
Latin America,

Ambassador Bunker watch
out!

T I YR T
"~ TURKISH
DELIGHTS

A note from the Turkish
Foreign Ministry sent out to

all its foreign embassies has
rarantlv ranrhad tha THhuwaed

Private Eye or its Editor,
Richard Ingrams (Shrewsbury
and University College, Ox-
ford). The stuff he writes is
vintage public school humour
and on occasion is extremely
funny, in much the same way
as the public schools them-
selves. The fact is, however,
that the ‘political columns’ of
the paper are edited by Paul
Foot (Shrewsbury and Univer-
sity College, Oxford) who is a
member of a revolutionary
socialist political organisation.
Some of the material is there-
fore taken seriously by social-
ists and it is for this reason
that Comrade Foot has a re-
sponsibility to his political
organisation. Rightly or
wrongly many will take the
Cuba story as a reflection of
Comrade Foot's own views.
Either he should insist that the
CIA section of Private Eye
is signed by its contributors
(e.e. Richard West) or he
<hould dissociate himself from
the vile crap which his maga-
zine occasionally puts out.

NATO MOVES

TO KINGS COLLEGE

General Sir John Winthrop
Hackett, former Commander-
in-Chief of the Rhine Army
and commander of NATO’s
Northern Army Group, has
been appointed principal of
King’s College, London.

Our  military  Correspondent
writes:—

Sir John’s transfer comes as
no surprise to NATO circles.
For months he had beén argu-
ing that he was fed up with
NATO and wanted to go
where the action was. When it
was pointed out that Britain

was as yet not involved mili-
tarily in tha Viatnnam suse amd
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your nephew or the
blades you were thinkin anm
using to shave with, send
down in advance under
wrapper. THE COA
MUST GET THROUGH,
WE WILL NOT BE PRO.
VOKED, SCARED OR
FRAMED BY ANY POLICE
METHODS.

OBl EGCBUNA

While the Federal Nigeriany
have destroyed the Biafran
village where Obi Egbuna was
born, and while his mother is
reported missing, Obi Egbuna
languishes in a British jail.
Obi is a Black Power leader
and a television playwright.
He has been in prison for ten
weeks and bail has been res
fused on the advice of the
police, naturally. What has
been interesting has been the
total lack of any response from
either Egbuna’s fellow play-
wrights or any publicity from
the BBC which puts his plays
on the box. Would the re-
sponse have been the same of
a white playwright (David
Mercer or Denis Potter,
example) had been
and refused bail for ten
weeks? We think not. Either
Obi’s case should commence
at the relevant court or he
should be given bail. Surely
the fact that British bombs
have probably destroyed his
home and killed his mother
should be enough to appease
even the most racialist magis«
trate in London,

AR DR
FITT for Democracy

The recent outbreak of viols
ence on thapm of the 3

gln;them Ireland police 4
should surprise no one
with the repression and COfs
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Monument to Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, Berlin, 1926. The massing of
horizontal forms foreshadows some of Wright's later houses.
wall treated as a massive relief. (Courtesy, Museum of Modern Art)

The opening of Mies van
der Rohe’s new temple-like
art gallery in West Berlin last
month was certainly enhanced
by the demonstrations of cul-
tural revolutionaries A{‘Mus-
eums to the museum!’) who
pointed out how sad it was
first
building in Berlin for 30 years
a propaganda-

The monument is a thick

exercise for German neo-
capitalism. And called for the
rebuilding of Mies’ marvellous
Luxenburg-Liebknecht mem-
orial of 1926, smashed up by
the Nazis, abandoned by the
Stalinists. It was good to see
clean, crew-cut = American
acolytes, glancing mnervously
over their shoulders, before
signing their names in support.

As our Comrades of
Diagnose reminded. the 50th
anniversary of the murder of
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht will fall on Janu-
ary 15. Black Dwarf readers
wanting to mark the date
meaningfully should write to
us at the Dwarf office.

NEW REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

6 months (13 issues) £1 post free
12 months (26 issues) £2 post free

New subscribers completing this form will receive the big CHE
poster (20” x 30”) free.
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I Trade terms on application.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION GROUP: Tariq Ali, Clive Goodwin,
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The street-ﬁg" ting Popgroup

The last article I wrode In this column was so severely mutilated by
an “‘economising” editor thet It wasn’t worth printing at all. (If one didn’t
know better, you might suspect C.I.A. divide and rule tactics.) But for any-
one who did bother to read If, it might be of use to explain that the mystical

we” I referred to was n fact the Cartoon Archetypical Slogan Theatre.
(A revolutionary theatre group.—Ed.)

Pop music for years has been a
useful way of reading the pulse of
society. The Top Twenty aver the
last 15 years reflects the best and
the worst of the so called ‘younger
generation’. Regular mum’s darlings
Frankie Vaughan and FEngelbert
Humperdink have been willing tools
of the capitalist society, their images
have been cardboard Imitations of
Hollywood stars. These so-called
celebrities are the types that you are
likely to meet when you win the
pools. Glittering out of their tele-
vision sets, they are the symbols of
all our yesterdays and the Caold War,
But on the other hand there has been
the violent pulse of & hard Rock
world. We saw the light In Little
Richard and Eddie Cochrane and
then, as we came of age, groups
like the Rolling Stones and The
Who reflected our stultering state-
ments: “Get off our backs"”. Records
like the Stones’ “Satisfaction” and
“Don’t play with Fire" and The
Who's “Substitute” are classics of
our time. They constitute the seed
of the new sub-cultural revolution.

At present times are a changing
fast and all over the globe youth is
becoming the vanguard of revolu-
tionary agitation. The one-time easy
to put down ‘younger gemeration’ is
growing up and looking for a fight.
Soon, we hope, the young workers
and students are going to be so
united and strong that even in this
old cess-pit of decaying capitalists
the banner of libertarian socialism
will be seen as the only hope. But
as we grow more conscious of the
struggle to come, so, of course, does
our enemy. And this is where the
Beatles come in. .1 disliked them
intensely during their commercial
and MBE bit, But they seemed to
emerge from all that and were at
least amusing albiet negatively. 1
went round saying that Seargent
Pepper was a pop equivalent of
Under Milk- Wood. Now it seems
that what was in the past simply an
aesthetic preference for the Stones,
now emerges as a part of the
struggle for the hearts and the
minds of youth. Englebert keeps
the old in sugary slumber in Coro-
nation Street, while the Beatles are
trying to beguile us with their ‘in-
ness’. These innocent lads from
Liverpool try to tell us that they
are using their millions for what
cosy Paul tells us is' a sort of
“Western communism”., And what
caused trendy Tynan to describe the

Beatles as “socialist in practice if
not in theory"”, They say it's all one
happy world when they appear on
television with smiling immigrants
and David Frost. And on the back
of their latest money-maker is a
lecture for all of us who have for-
gotten that “all you need is love™,
called Revolution, That record is
selling well in Wallace's America
and 1 think it is the first of many
“intelligent” establishment propa-
ganda records. So, these blue eyed
fellows of the Maharashi of Holy-
wood don't ‘dig Mao', | doubt if he
cares. He's got the biggest fan club
in the world, | care because 1 have
looked up to them as a group and 1
know that millions still do, and 1
think, wrongly, that the interest
shown In them by the establishment
is an acceptance of us all, It's my
opinion that the beatles are deliber-
ately safeguarding their capitalist in-
vestment. But as they themselves say
“It's all a big con”,

What a difference it is to know
that the too often persecuted Rolling
Stones have answered it all with
their record “Street Fighting Man"

How long will it be before the big

record companies only release
records that justify the status-quo.
The recent trouble the Stones had
in releasing their album cover—The
ghit-house wall covered in graffiti—
shows that censorship’s creeping in.
The Nice who's record America is
still No, 25 in the Hit-Parade ex-
_press a fear of following up with
any more political records because
of the assault on them by ‘decent
minded" people. Meanwhile groups
like “Country Joe and the Fish” in
America still carry on making politi-
cal records. This will carry on as
long as capitalism there is a
market in “anti-social” records. But
the way things are looking this
might come to an end soon. One can
only hope that the Stones and The
Who etc. will carry on saying what
they want to say on their records.
But I can see the time when we will
see political pop-groups that aren't
paid gigantic sums of money and
are forced to go really underground.
Although I've liked the Beatles in
the past I hope that they get so
fucked up with their money making
that they become as obscure as CIiff
Richards and on the debris they
‘leave behind I hope we will see a
new pop-group emerge — a ‘street-
fighting' pop-group committed to the
movement.

T

DELICHTS

A note from the Turkish
Foreign Ministry sent out to
all its foreign embassies has
recently reached the Dwarf,
Our Turkish correspondent
has confirmed that it is not a
practical joke on the part of
Turkish civil servants. The
note reads thus:

“Rowdy student leaders
such as Sartre, Simone de
Beauvoir, Marcuse, Tarig Ali,
Regis Debray (whose where-
abouts are onknown but who
might fry and enter Turkev
from any frontier), Yevtush-
enko and British woman
puitarist Margaret Seeger are
wnder no circumstances to he
eiven entry visas to Turkey.”

Amusing though this may
be it corresponds with an ex-
tremely repressive situation
inside Turkey itself. Lack of
space prevented us from print-
ing an article on the subiject
in this issue of the Dwarf, but
evidence is beginning to mount
of a secret list which is being
circulated among top govern-
ment officials in Turkev.
Known aporopriately enough
ar THE INDONESIA FILE it
is a list of over 10,000 Marx-
ists. Stalinists. Leftish liberals
and proeressives who are to
be wiped out at the first sign
of any serious trouble. Need-
less to sav there are various
conies of this list. Ohe of
them is with the CIA who
rave the final OK after their
acents had checked off the
names on the list. All that on~
hopes is that their Tndonesia
list is as efficient and un-to-
date ac their list of ‘student
leaders’.

T TR TR
PRIVATE C-EYE-A

For the last two or three
years various CIA contacts
have been trying to sell stories
1o the British Press on how
Che had been murdered by
Fidel because Fidel was ‘after
Che’s wife’. This drivel was
not published by any news-
paper at that time. An altered
version has, however, recently
been published in the ‘colour
section’ of Private Eye, The
story written by Richard
West is a devastating example
of political wit and sophisti-
cation (*. bearded loony
Castro’s. hysterical tirade™).
it compares Castro to Peron
and peddles a few other slan-
ders with the kind permission
of the CIA. Normally we
would not pay any attention
to the apolitical frivolities of

and  wanted .'
whcro the action was, Wbon i
was pointed out that Britain
was as yet not involved mili-
tarily in the Vietnam war and
that the Federal Nigerian gov-
ernment was averse to visils
from senior British officers,
Sir John remarked that he wag
in fact talking about Britain,
He had heard that there'd
been some trouble with studeng
demonstrations and he might
become a top military adviser
to the Vice-Chancellor’s Com-
mittee. His request was
accepted and there is no doubt
that Sir John’s appointment
will bring a badly-needed
breath of fresh air to our
fuddy-duddy educational in-
stitutions,

SOFTLY, SOFTLY

When one of our Humber-
side dwarfs phoned up a local
coach company to book
coaches to go down to London
at midnight on Saturday,
October 26 (a sensible time to
go down), the coach operator
before being told, asked
whether the booking was for
the London demonstration on
Vietnam. On being told that
it was, the coach operator
helpfully mentioned that the
police had instructed him that
they wanted to know about
any such bookings and had
told him that all coaches
carrying demonsrators will be
stopped on the outskirts of
London and searched.

Tt is not clear whether the
police are simply trying to
scare neople or whether it is
part of a deliberate policy of
provocation. (No doubt the
police will trv to ston coaches
coming in from the WNorth
somewhere near the police

centre at Hendon — (see
‘Dwarf Diary’, Sept. 22).
Demonstrators coming into

London will obviously take
the appropriate steps to pre-
vent the volice from holding
their coaches at police stations.

Clearly any demonstrators
travelling by coach and ap-

proaching London later than -

about 10 a.m. on the Sunday
morning will be regarded as
fair game by the police and
they will no doubt do their
best to prevent demonstrators
getting to Charing Cross by
2 p.m. The lesson is clear —
get into London on Saturday
the 26th or first thing Sunday
morning. And as for those
fireworks or marbles you were
thinking of bringing down for

— -

cmonthep-lﬂ

who
ﬂd.r'lhem lrahnd poliu fore
should surprise no one familiag
with the repression and cor
ruption which prevails there.
The presence in lho House of
Commons of Mr. Gerry Fity,
the Republican Socialist M., |
from Belfast, has been useful
in exposing some of the ‘deme-
cratic  traditions’ whkh are
encouraged by the -
Tories, but usually the ilﬂ
has been played down. both
by the mass media and the
Labour Government. Two
days before Parliament was
recalled to discuss the
crisis the police thugs broke
hr a civil rights procession in
Ireland. The demonstras
tors were walking from
land to Dungannon, Thels
demands were: More houses,
more jobs and One Man One
Vote. The police erected bar
ricades and dispersed the
demonstrators. When Fitt
mentioned the dictatorial
state of affairs to the Prime
Minister, Harold Wilson, the
latter replied that while of
course he was interested to
hear when there were breaches
ol democracy under the Union |
Jack his greater interest was
reslorini it under the Hammer
and Sickle. End of argument.
[t abeeraizmibitarias Dove LI
BOOKS TO READ
The Politics of Harold Wilson|
by Paul Foot, Penguin bs,
An excellent account of the eol
lapse of social-democracy in B '
marred somewhat by a narrew

minded sectarian last chapter, but
must be read,

The Beginning of the Endj by
dngelo Quattrochi and Tom
Nairn, Panther Gs,

A lyrical description, in parts oo

lyrical, of the events in France

earlier this year. Read it &

October 27th, ~

French Revolution um by
P&Inck SCﬂIE and Mau
McConuille, Penguin 6s.

A surprisingly objective and §

mensely readable account of :

French revolt by two OBSERVER

correspondents. The role of the

French C.P. is exposed by careful

documentation as clearly counters

revolutionary.

The Red Book and the 'ﬂ!‘.‘
Wall; by Alberm Moravia,
Secker, 25s.

Though one disagrees with some d |

Moravia's views it is an interesting

account of his visit to People's

China. A chapter is reprinted m;

this issue of the Dwarf, |



