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Prices and Incomes

At the time of publication there has been no decision by the TUC either
to accept or reject the terms offered by the Government. The general ques-
tion of inflation etc. is dealt with in the article "Talks About What", and
there was an editorial on present talks in the 1st Oct. issuc. We shell,
however, be returning to the question in the next issue since it is one that
affects us all, and m~y have far reaching conscquences.

Ireland
The Government's Green Paper on Northem Ireland can be summed up in four
words - "a load of cobblers". Despite all the long winded verbiage it still

comes down to trying to have their cake and eat it. Having created their own
monster over fifty years ago by setting up the six counties as a separate
state they are now embarrassed by it. From the point of view of the capital-
ist class in Britain it would be better and cheaper to run Ircland through
the Green Tories of the South. But they cannot jettison their friends in the
North because it would create a Protestant backlash of such proportions that
the army would not be able to contain it. Therefore the Tories have come up
with a set of bland formulas by which they hope to put Nerthcrn Ireland back
to slecp for another long period. But it is unlikely to succecd,

We say that the British Army should be withdrewn from Northern.Ireland,
they are there for no other reason than to promote the intercsts of British
imperialism., Let the Irish people as whole decide their own futurc. For a
United Socialist Irecland.

Hel E .

We would like to ask the help of our readers in a number of ways. First,

we would like to get more local, on the spot, reports and comments. Second,
we should like readers to take a small bundle of Bulletins to sell. Third,if
possible, we would be glad to send comrades along to arecas to hear your views
and put ours on sclf-management and related questions. TLastly, (yes you've
guessed it!) we are appealing for money, to expand The Bulleiin and make it
more effective. We have a number of pamphlets in the pipeline, but the

speed at which they can be produced depends on our finances.



TALKS ABOUT WHAT?

By this time it must be clear to every working man and woman, every
organised worker, that the present Tory government and their monopoly capi-
talist interests cannot solve 'inflation'. Inflation - which is an inter-
national disease affecting all capitalist countries - has become, over the

years, endemic for British capitalism.

The 1964-70 Labour government was mercilessly assailed by the Tories for
its incompetence in running the capitalist system, but since the Tories took
office in '70 one does not need a good memory to enumerate the catalogue of
lies under which the present government operates. "e ere promised a halt
to rising prices; electorate agreement on market entry; full employment;
cheaper rents and more houses. But the dictates of the money-grubbing-
monopoly-capitalist-system have given us the complete opposite: entry into
the common market without the people's consent, higher rents and thousands
of homeless families and one million unemployed. etc. etc...

There is nothing surprising about the twists and turns of capitalist politi-
cians and their governments. It is a rather characteristic feature of capitalist
society that all carefully worked out plans of the capitalists are thrown

into confusion and chaos whenever unavoidable crises occur. That is why
status-quo politicians are expert liars because they react to pressures and
forces they cannot control. Lying to the people is a sacred commaendment of
capitalist society, for the absurdity in minority ownership of the means of
existence which is based on production for profit, lecaves the large majority
of the people at the whim of an infinitesimal minority; only the systematic
profusion of lies can justify such a state of affairs.

After assuming the helm of state in 1970 the overriding prerequisite of
the government, faced with spiralling inflation, is to reduce the standard
of living of the working clase. Feath's initial tactic in this regard, espe-
cially the sweetner experienced over the Postmen's defeat, contained the
element of blue-blooded chastisement of the entire working class (anti-labour
laws) which was strongly 'rolled-back' by the miners, the railwaymen and the
dockers. Because of this check to its offensive the governmment has been
reluctantly forced to employ a new tactic, which, in relation to its former
tactic is exceedingly conciliatory but not concessionary: embrace the TUC
leaders (happy birthday Hughie!) and talk turkey with them. At this point
it is necessary to understand that the forces swaying and driving this
government lie in the historical sickness of British capitalism. BEver since
this system was born workers were always called upon by their exploiters to
1tighten your belts' and jam will follow. Needless to mention two destructive
world wars and numerous small wars all over the globe and still, up to now,
workers haven't got all their jam. However, this new tactic by the government
ought to be examined.

It is not altogether difficult to trace the sequence of events that
brought about the tripartite talks. The collapse of Heath's 'lame duck' and
18% pay norm' policies created an estrangement within the monopoly class on
how to pursue a victorious offensive against the working class. The weight
of the latter within the capitalist economy immediately brings about a dual-
power situation once the entire class moves into action. The capitalist class
is powerless when faced with the collective strength of workers, so the CBI's
manifest disapproval of Heath's policies pushed the former into a dialogue
with the TUC. These two bodies being aware of the rising volcano, decided to
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talk things over (curbing inflation) which demonstrated their mutual fears
of the working class. Such an encouraging development was the green light
to the government to talk to the TUC from which it had previously kept

aloof.

Disagreements amongst the capitalist class and their government are not
basically fundamental, even the most intelligent of capitalist governments
can commit the most awful stupidities under the impact of class struggle, -
which has the tendency to mentally disorientate certain forces within the
ruling class. Cohesion is very difficult to maintain in such circumstances.
This was unmistakably demonstrated at the Tory party conference which showed
that there are forces generating within the ruling cless for a fascist solu~
tion. But the conference also showed the olive branch Heath is prepared to
offer the TUC bureaucracy when he indicated "an offer to employers and unions
to share fully with the government the benefits and obligations involved in
running the national economy". This statement smacks of corporatism.

The decision of the TUC to enter talks with the government on the divi-
sion of the surplus (wages) reveals the unqualified conviction of most General
- Council members that capitalism can satisfy the social and psychological needs
of the working eclass, Though it is true that not all of them are in agreement
with having cosy chats with the government almost all of them have subscribed

to the following demands:

6 per cent growth; no Housing Finance Act rent rises; more local author-
ity houses; unemployment to fluctuate between 400,000 and 500,000; 74%
value added tax; penal capital gains tax on property deals; penal rates
on empty offices and classy flats; price cuts in cerealsj subsidies on
milk and potatoes; return of the consumer councils no action on wages
by the government while its talks are onj better threshold clauses;
suspension of the Industrial Relations Act; and so on, and so on etc...

Though these demands contain revolutionary implications as a result of
the present crisis of monopoly capitalism they, nevertheless, are shot through
and through with reformism. Heath and the Tories are fully cognizant of the
- petty bourgeois simplicity of some General Council members; they know that
Feather and his moderates have no control over the mass of rank and file
workers. They are also aware of the dangers of provoking a split in the
bureaucratic camp: it might result in the elimination of 'right' wing influence
From all sides the Tories are cornered. It therefore follows that the present
exercise in complex manoeuvres is designed either to draw the union leader-
ship into corporate status and psyvchologically win the middle class (this is
the class whose opinion counts as public opinion) to its side, or failing this
to threaten the union bureaucrats with compulsory wage-price controls. Either
way the Tories are doomed to failure.

The present crisis of monopoly capitalism precludes the possibility of
the ruling class achieving any long term equilibrium. A challenge thus faces
the workers' movement whose constituent parts have shown a fighting spirit
beyond questiom. The solution, however, to the present capitalist economic
chaos and anarchy is the socialisation of the means of existence under self-
menaged socialism. Whether the bureaucrats in the workers' movement recognise
this truism or not, hard facts will sooner or later (emphasis on sooner)
penetrate their skulls for a living alternative to bourgeois anarchy.

Nobby Clarke.







