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STRIKE THREATENS

==== Letters From a Seaman=====-==== Yote Morrissey Ticket!====-

As the 80 day ‘cooling off’ period invoked against
striking East Coast longshoremen at the end of Sep-
tember draws to a close on Dec. 20, chances are that
once again, the militancy of the dockworkers will
force the I,L.A. leadership to call a strike, I.L.A,
President Thomas Gleason has urged a rejection of
both variants (two and three year contracts) put for-
ward as the ‘final’ offers of the New York Shipping
Association, At the same time threat of a West Coast
strike looms as well.

There is no doubt that the government will beund all
efforts, as it did in response to the Sept, 30 strike, on
behaitf of their common aim with the stevedoring
bosses of containerization-automation-modernization of
cargo handling, at the expense of the longshoremen.
This process is well on its way already on the West
Coast., Of course, both the industry and the govern-
ment recognize that they can reverse the U.S. balance
of payments deficit if they can cheapen exports by cut-
tino overall shipping costs through containerization
which in the long run would eliminate not only long-
shoremens’ jobs but entire ports as well as jobs in
trucking and other areas of transportation,

The ‘biggest danger facing the East Coast longshore-
men now is that the I.L.A. leadership, despite the mil-
itant sounds it has been making, will go for a deal,
perhaps based on higher wages and fringe benefits,
accepting the stevedoring firms’ offer of a 40 hour

MANY THEORIES OF L MARCUS

NEGROES AND NATION

week work guarantee, while at the same time ALSO
accepting the conditions placed by the bosses on this
40 hour week offer. We know that this is what has taken
place on the West Coast where only some of the labor
force has this job protection while the bosses are free
to do with the rest of the force as they see fit.

The employers have made clear that their offer of
a guaranteed annual income of 2,860 hours (40 hours a
week) is made ONLY with the proviso that ‘work rules
are revised’ and ‘abuses eliminated’. The implication,

of course, is that after the bosses decide how many —

men will do h6W much work, where, when and-how
(revising work rules and eliminating ‘abuses to max-
mize productivity) then and only “Mnme =t -ere be a
40 hour guaranteed income, e

The bosses offer also leaves open the possibility
that not only will new workers and casual labor be em-
ployed without any guaranteed income, but that the owners
will be free to limit employment at or even phase
out of existence any of the smaller ports from Maine
to Texas. The contract offer of the New York Shipping
Association is made on behalf only of the ports of New
York, Baltlrnore Boston, Hampton Roads and Phil-
adelphia.

The only kind of deal that longshoremen can make
which will not be used against them is an agreement
that the dockworkers and not the bosses or superagen-

( Continued on page two )
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CON ED STRIKE
--THE LESSONS--

Charles F. Luce, President of Con
Edison expressed his views on the

recent strike in a speech to the New
York Chamber of Commerce on Dec-
ember 5th. His remarks give us a
clue of what the bosses are plann-

ing for the future. Luce proposed

that an anti-strike law like the Tay- ﬁ

lor Law be passed to cover workers
in private industry as well as curbs
on union democracy.

Let us >xamine what the New York
Times reprots:

“The Legislature, Mr. Luce said,
should reexamine ‘the legal machi-
nery' ro cope with strikes that ef-
fect the public interest. He sug-
gested that the lawmakers consi-
der whether ‘the duly elected lead-
ership of the unions should not be
given final authority to bind ‘mem-
berships to the results of negoti-
ations'.”

We have been warned! We couldn’t
. ask for a clearer warning of the
kind of attacks the bosses have in
mind to prevent the rank and file
of the trade unions from engaging
in struggle for their demands. They

f?’

i

intend to take away the elementary
democratic right to ratify contract
settlements.  So much for demo-
cracy, when it gets to be a little
expensive as far as the bosses are
concerned.

The bosses are getting worried
these days as they see that it is
not just the lower paid workers who
are striking but also the higher
paid, skilled workers who are being
hit by inflation and who won’t take
this attack on their living stand-
ards. While Mr. Luce screams for
state control of the uniog 7 . say
that Con Edison with its guaron-
teed profits, -profits from the sale
of one of life's necessities, should
be taken over by the public under
trade union control and run not for
the profit of a few but for the needs
of the millions of people in this
city.

The lesson of the Con Ed strike
is:  Keep up the fight for rank
and file democracy in the unions!
The bosses and the government
stand exposed as the defenders
of burevacracy, not the rank and
file!  Throw out the bureoucrats
for good and show the bosses what
workers’ democracy is all about!

NATIONAL LONGSHORE STRIKE THREATENS conioc tom s one

.

NIXON PLANS RECESSION

BY FRED MUELLER

Any illusions retained by
American workers in the in-
coming Nixon Administration
are going to be quickly dis-
pelled Through the election
campaign and in the weeks
since his victory Nixon has
made quite clear the kind of
policies he has in mind.

Nixon’s plans to deepen re-
cessionary policies are no
secret, His advisers are
openly speculating whether a
‘temporary’ 5%unemployment
rate will accomplish the goal
of significant improvement in
the trade balance and the bal-
ance of payments, along with
smaller inflation. Inthel957-
58 recession unemployment
mounted steeply while infla-
tion continued. Now Johnson
has publicly warned Nixon that
a repetition on a more serious
level of unemployment plus
inflation is threatened. If you
aren’t careful, warns Johnson
very candidly,; you will throw
so many workers out of jobs
that greatly increased politi-
cal unrest will result,

We don’t want ‘the haves’
fighting the ‘no haves’ for
precious jobs’, says Johnson,
He doesn’t say of course that
even with the relatively low
level of unemployment at pre-
sent competition for jobs is
intense and many thousands
of jobs in the mass produc-
tion industries are being killed
by automation,

BUST

Another, more official ad-
viser to Nixon, Arthur F,
Burns, made the statement
which may have prompted
Johnson’s later comment,
Burns warned that inflation
was the most serious problem
and that if it were not checked
‘an economic bust may become
unavoidable.’

Meanwhile the Labor De-
partment has announced that
wages continued to rise much
faster than labor productivity
in the third quarter of 1968,
thus continuing the increase
in unit labor costs which be-
gan to rise early in 1966 and
has continued since. This is
a very concrete proof of the
increasing pressure on the
rate of profit, atthe same time
»as workers’ real wages have

actually fallen slightly in the
last two years. This factor
is the key to the end of the
boom period. A much more
intense attack on the trade
unions and living standards is
required in this period, and
this is precisely what the
warnings of ‘economic busts’
are all about. The increas-
ing talk of anti-strike and
other anti-labor legislation is
directly related to this deep-
ening economic crisis, The
repeated warnings of the
BULLETIN in this respect
are going to be proven cor-
rect, Now,is the time to pre-
pare to fight back against

the attacks.
WORLD

The U.S. economy is part
of the world economy and the
crisis here is part of the
overall crisis of the capita-
list system. The boom
throughout Europe and North
America is finished, There
have been three major mone-
tary crises within the last
year, each time involving the
major currencies of the capi-
talist world. Speculation on
further devaluation of the
pound, devaluation of the franc
and revaluation of the mark
has begunagainonlytwo weeks
after the latest stop-gapsolu-

WEST GERMAN DEMONSTRATORS DENOUNCE REVALUATION AS “BETRAYAL OF THE GERMAN WORKER"-

tion and in spite of the various
measures taken by Germany,
Britain and France, which can
only have the effect of con-
tracting world trade and deep-
ening recessionarytendencies
in all of these countries,

Everywhere this economic
crisis is deepening alongside
the political crisis, alongside
the class struggle in the fac-
tories. It is the fighting capa-
city of the working class in
all of these countries, the
fact that it has not suffered
any major defeats in the post-
war period and is stepping up
the fight for its economic
demands, which is intensify-
ing the bosses’ crisis stead-
ily.

This is the meaning of the
French situation, the parlia-
mentary and industrial crisis
plaguing Italy, andthe growing
fears of the German bosses,
In Britain the experiencedbe-
trayers in the old and well-
established trade union
bureaucracy have so far man-
aged to hold off any serious
explosions on anational scale,
most recently in the sell-out
over the pay claim of three
million engineering workers,
But time is running out for
them,

The U.S. is not separate
from this crisis. Nixon is

$is :

going to have to deal with an
organized working class en-
gaged in a wave of strike ac-
tion unparalleledinalmosttwo
decades. Now utility workers
and state hospital workers
have joined the offensive in
New York State, As the eco-
nomic crisis deepens the
economic offensive and strike
wave is bound to deepen as
well.

The crisis is also expressed
in the growing militancy of
black workers and youth and
of the students in the high
schools as well as on the
campuses, In the U.S8. as
well as in Western Europe
what is required is revolu-
tionary leadership, which re-
lates the struggles of different
sections of workers and stu-
dents to the international cri-
sis, which fights for theory
and program based on an in-
ternational strategy andnoton
isolated struggles, and which
shows in the course of the
struggle that the economic
fight must also be a politi-
cal one or lead to defeat.
It is workers power or crush-
ing defeat, there is no mid-
dle way out of the crisis which
is developing so rapidly now,
with great shocks and deve-
lopments on an almost week to
week basis,

cies like the Port of New York Authority and the Water-
front Commission, get the FULL benefits of the pro-
ductivity increases achieved by containerization and
other modernization measures. This means that rather
than the bosses’ 40 hour week guarantee, the I.L.A,
should fight for a shorter work week -- a 30 hour
week at 40 hours pay! Cash bonuses should accrue
directly to all workers based on the increased tonnage
handled by containerization. Other ways in which the
benefits of containerization should be distributedto dock-
workers are through extended vacation time and 20
year retirement, with contributions to the pension fund
to be based on tonnage handled per capita, not on hours
worked.

A fight for this program to save the jobs and condi-
tions of longshoremen must be part of a fight for a
uniform national contract. In addition, this means that
U.S. dockworkers and seamen have a vested interest

in preventing the flight of shipping to foreign flagships
by demanding union protection and wage parity for all
foreign seamen and portworkers,

The fight to save jobs and conditions throughout
the maritime industry is more and more a fundament-
al political fight. The plans of the government and
shipping moguls to cut costs at the expense of the
workers and to weaken the maritime industry unions
are still in their infancy. Without the goverument
intervention, including Taft-Hartley and possible new
legislation to meet ‘national emergencies’, the ship
owners are lost.

The support of the labor bureaucracy and men like
Thomas Gleason to the Democratic Party thus becomes:
one of the biggest gifts these union leaders give to the
bosses. Itis clear that the only way that labor can

really fight for itself in face of the government-
employer attack is to break completely with the Dem-
ocrats and organise its own independent labor party.
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vote morrissey ticket!

JOSEPH CURRAN, NMU HEAD
BY DAN FRIED

A very significant battle
against the entrenched bur
eaucracy of President Joseph
Curran is shaping up in the
National Maritime Union. The
focal point of this battle is
the upcoming election of the
major national officers and
local Port Agents of the NMU,
The election, which will be
held during January and Feb-
ruary under supervisionof the
Department of Labor, had been
ordered by the Federal courts
following a suit charging that
the NMU’s restrictive election
requirements violated the
Landrum Griffin Act.

The Bulletin has, on a
number of occasions made
clear our strong disapproval
of reliance on government
forces to fight bureaucracy.

cLoun
But perhaps the cloud of
government -intervention has
its unintended silver lining
in the case of the forthcom-

ing election. The floodgates
of pent-up opposition to the
leadership is the so-called
Morrisey group -- the Com-
mittee for N.M.U, Democracy
whose leaders, including
Chairman James Morrissey,,
fought for the new elections
and have long been a dissi-
dent thorn in Curran’s side.
The Committee, whose lead-
ers have stood up to the most
reprehensible acts of intim-
idation and hooliganism dir-
ected at them by the Curran
machine, is running a slate
against Curran,

The election of these men
can be an important step
forward for the rank and file
seamen and can pave the way
for the development of a pol-
itical and economic program
worthy of the N.M.U. There
is no doubt that the Curran
regime, with its 100,000 dol-
lar presidential salary, fleet
of Lincoln Continentals for the
bureaucrats, its understand-
able fear and hatred of the
ranks -- has got to go be -
fore there can be any real
progress toward this prog-
ram. It is on this basis des-
pite: our oft-stated disagree-
ment with the Morrissey group
that we support the opposition
candidate.

As noted in The Call,
the publication of the Morrisey
group, Curran’s empire is

crumbling as the ranks more
and more boldly are challeng-
ing his domain., Curran’s
biggest trump card in main-
taining his power is has pack-
ing of the electorate withlarge
numbers of workers who are
certified to vote even though
they never set foot on a ship.
These people are only paper
members of the NMU, many
of whom are undoubtedly ‘pro-
tected’ by some sort of sweet-
heart paper contract rigged
up by the bureaucracy.

“TIN-PLATE

Ironically, the Federal Court
which called the election, has
refused to rule on the elig-
ibility of the shoreside work-
ers. Sothe silver lining has
shown itself to be made of
tin-plate.  What the State
giveth with one hand, it taketh
away with the other,

This action has forced Mor-
rissey to do what he should
have done from the beginning -
to fight on a rank and file basis
with Curran. The opposition
has sponsored a demand for a
secret referendum to decide
the question of opening the
NMU books to these non-
seamen, Naturally, Curran,
in violation of the NMU Con-
stitution, has turned thumbs
down on the holding of a ref-
erendum. In response, the Call
is circulating a petition de-

nouncing Curran for this ac-
tion
RESOLUTION

Typical of the resolutions
now being passed by dissident
ships’ crews is the following
statement passed by the crew
of 8.S. Santa Elena: ‘WHERAS:
The National Maritime Union
is an organization of merchant
seamen and not of Brassiere,
laundry and pocket book work-
ers., No shore side workers
shall be given classificationin
our union as merchant seamen.
That we, the crew of S.S.
Santa Elena reaffirm our bel-
ief that N.M.U. officials can
legitimately hold office only on
the basis of the consent of the
governed, in this case sea
going NMU members voting
in NMU election. AND BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED: That
since we believe that others
are entitled to the same rights
that we claim for ourselves,
that such groups as Panaman-
ian workers and office work-
ers have their own autonomous
union, so that they too may
be first class union mem-
bers.’

Morrissey is optimistic,

He is reported to have said
that ‘The greatest change in
the NMU is that the mem-
bership is no longer afraid,’
The Call is confident: ¢‘The
spell has beenbroken, the long
nightmare is ending, Seamen

are determined to return the
NMU to the membership.” To
this end the BULLETIN and
the Workers League is also
pledged to fight,

At the same time rank and
file seamen must fight for a
real caucus of their ownwith-
in they can thrash out a prog-
ram to fight back against the
bosses. Among the program
points we propose to seamen
are:

A fourth watch system as
the answer to shrinking jobs
with automated ships.

Wages equal to or superior
to the West Coast wunions.
United action with long-
shoremen, truckers, railroad
and air workers to be sure
the workers andnot the bosses
benefit from containerization.

An international struggle
to raise seamen’s wages inall
countries to U.S. levels as the
answer to the foreign flag
threat.

No government interference
in the NMU, Complete inde-
pendence of the unionfrom the
state and complete control
of the union by union members
and union members alone.
Build a labor party to stopthe
bosses from using the gov-
ernment to force union-bust-
ing and job-losing contracts
on our union and all other un-
ions.

BRIDGES’

(The following two lettets were re-
ceived from a working seaman who
at one time was a member of the In-
ternational Longshoremen’s Associ-
ation (ILA). We urge other seamen
and longshoremen to send in letters
commenting on this and other arti-
cles on the crisis in the maritime
and longshore industry and the role
of the union leaderships
as well as on their working con-

present

ditions.)

Dear Editor:

The following appears in
the late<t issue of ‘Longshore
News’, organ of the Interna-
tional Longshoremen’s Asso-
ciation:

‘ILWU TO RE-APPRAISE
CONTAINER POSITION. The
West Coast longshore pact
with the Pacific Maritime As-
sociation has long been con-
sidered a model agreement
My East and Gulf operators.
The International Longshore-
men’s Association recognized
it for what it was - a dan-
gerous precedent which would
seriously jeopardize job sec-
urity for West Coast Long-
shoremen. The International
Longshoremen’s and Ware-
housemen Union (Ind.) has
called a major caucus to re-
consider its position on con-
tainerization in light of a tre-
mendous erosion of man-
hours on West Coast piers.,
‘It was inevitable that the
effects of containerization
would be felt on West Coast
piers sooner or later,’ stated
International President
Thomas W. Gleason. ‘The
ILA rejected the West Coast
concept of ‘free wheeling’
years ago. After eight years
of man-hour erosion ILWU
President Harry Bridges ad-
mits the ILA position on con-
tainerization was right all the

wo
time,’

Thus we see Harry Bridges,
still the favorite ‘labor states~
man’ of the Communist Party,
exposed once againas a proven
agent and stooge for the ship-
owners, Steady readers ofthe
CP-owned ‘Worker’-and now
the ‘Daily World’ have never
found a critical word against
Bridges ever written by
George Morris, the so-called
‘Labor Editor’,

A close personal friend of
sell-out Harry, George
Morris originally got his pie-
card job on the Daily Worker
as far back as 1934 because
of the propaganda work he did
for Bridges. They both wear
the same ‘old school tie’ and
take trips to Moscow together,

Walter Winchell in his syn-
dicated column, predicts a
nationwide longshore strike
as a possibility when the TLA
injunction expires December
20th as Bridges feels the pres-
sure from his rank and file,

One thing is certain, There
will surely be an ILA strike
on the East Coast as the IL2
rank and file are completely
disgusted with growing unem-
ployment. There has notbeen
a longshore strike onthe West
Coast since 1948. There has
been seven strikes onthe East
Coast by the TLA due to rank
and file pressure during the
same period.

Which is the more militant
union?

Dear Editor:

I do not agree with all of
your political positions but T
admire your trade union po-
licy. I really read your paper

letters from a seaman

for your trade union news,

I am over fifty now and in
my time I have beeninseverai
unions, I have five years
actual seatime and now am a
member of the NMU.

I wish I had the ability to
describe a seaman’s job the
way H. Brooks does in your
December 2 issue. Let me
just say: I made my first
trip with a ‘trip card’ on a
Gulf tanker as a wiper, There
was not much to do. T car-
ried rags and mopped up the
oil stains. Wipers are really
carried for emergency pur-
poses, to replace a vital oiler
or fireman who misses the
ship, is injured or is unable
to ‘turn to’,

I did a lot of painting in
the engine room, swallowed a
lot of salt pills to make up
for all the sweating I was
doing. Tankers seem to ex-
ude heat; T slept in pools of
sweat regardless of the small
fan,

Tankers are forbidden to
enter many large ports be-
cause of fear they may blow
up. This condemns the crew
to a lousy time ashore, as
tankers make a quick turn
around and the seaman finds
himself in a small out of the
way place where he has to
pay a big cab fare for a quick
trip to the nearest large town
where there is some ‘action.’

What the public doesn’t rea-
lize is that the seaman is
different from other workers,
He does not go home when
his job is finished like the
average worker, He is a
prisoner; monotony is his en-
emy. Where can he go when
he is ‘off watch’? Playcards,

SEll OUT ROLE -- ON THE GULF TANKERS

read or gossip.

I prefer passenger ships;
there are only about six left
now, The trips are not long;
then there are movies andyou
usually can buy beer or whis -
key from the bartender. I
switched from the engine room
to the steward’s department
because 1 couldn’t stand the
heat and the steward’s depart-
ment always makes the most
overtime although I agree it
is ‘blood money’. T have
sailed as messman, galley
utility, porter, dishwasher,
and now waiter.

The mainbeef of NMU mem-
bers is not so much wages,
they are high, but working con-
ditions. The speed-upisterri-
fic; on the passenger ships you
have two settings. That means
a waiter must serve two
groups of passengers at dif-
ferent times and he must clean
up his station, get his silver
scoured, The dishes which
come in many sizes must be
washed quickly to be ready
for the next sitting,

While 1 support Morrissey
against the Curran ‘pie card’
and goons, I don’t think he is
going to win. His group op-
erates like a closed corpora-

tion; it never calls an open
meeting,
Morrissey first became

known in the NMU as a lead-
ing member of the old ‘Rank
and File Caucus’, almost 20
years ago, which smashed the
old Stalinist machine. That
caucus was composed of for-
mer Communists like Keith
and Drummond and Lawernson
who claimed they were ‘real’
Communists, the others they
considered hacks, and

Shachtman Trotskyists, Can-
non Trotskyists, old Wobblies, ’
anarchists, ACTU (Catholic
trade unionists), and non-poli-
tical rank and filers like
Morrissey.

They backed Curran for
president when he broke with

HARRY BRIDGES, ILWU HEAD

the CP. Once in power, Ham-
head Curran split the Caucus
by throwing the most militant
members out of the union and

corrupting the others, He
had the help of the FBI, the
Coast Guard, Navy Intelli-
gence and the shipowners,

What prompted Morrissey
to buck the Curran machine?
What is the background of his
legal adviser? Where will he
get the finances to conduct a
proper campaign?

He is right when he says
the membership is disgusted
with Curran and is no longer
afraid of his goons.

T'm going to campaign for
Morrissey but T wish T could
do it in an organized way.
The electionstarts inJanuary.
There is not much time to do
the job that needs to be done.
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HOSPITAL WORKERS FIGHT BACK

SPECIAL TO THE BULLETIN

MINNEAPOLIS -- Hospital
workers in Minneapolis and
St. Paul, organized into the
Hospital and Nursing Home
Employees Local 113, A,F.L,.~
C.1.O., are looking ahead to
the re-opening of their con-
tract next March 1,

The three thousand mem-
bers of this union represent
a potentially very powerful
force, They are the sole
bargaining agent for alltwelve
private hospitals in Minnea-
polis and all six private nur-
sing homes in St. Paul, plus
several large nursing homes
in the area. In Minneapolis
all organizedhospital employ-
ees, except nurses and engi-
neers, who have their own
unions, belong to 113. 1In St.
Paul even the engineers are
included in the local. More-
over, 113 is closely linked
with the strong labor move-
ment in the Twin Cities
through its membership inthe
delegated bodies of the unions,
the Minneapolis Central Labor
Union and the St. Paul Trades
and Labor Assembly.

Yet despite the union’s ob-
vious strength and favorable
strategic position, wage rates
and conditions of work remain
perhaps the worst inthe union-
ized sector of the TwinCities.
Under the existing contract,
starting wages are $1.87 an
hour and onlv after 24 months
of steady employment is the
rate increased to $1.96 per
hour.

Ninety per cent of the total
work force is composed of
women, The hospital bosses
have taken full advantage of
this fact by imposing a wage
differential betweenmen’s and
women’s rates, Thus they
constantly play the two groups

1199 ORGANI‘ZER SPEAKS WITH HOSPITAL WORKER I HOBOKEN, N.J.

off against eachother, In vir-
tually every hospital women
have been increasingly as-
signed to domen’s work, with-
out getting men’s rates, Only
in Minneapolis’ St. Mary’s
Hospital have a firm core
militant shop stewards with
the support of the workers
demonstrated how to fight the
hospital’s efforts to chisel
away at this section of the
contract.

BURDEN

Hospital work is among the
hardest in the world, as any-
one who has ever worked in
a hospital or nursing home
knows, The bosses have taken
complete advantage of the ser-
vice aspect of hospital work.
Wage rates are so low it is
difficult to attract and keep
experienced help. This puts
a double burden on the reg-
ular force. First they haveto
break in and assist a never
ending chain of new employ-
ees. Second, because the
hospitals are so often under
staffed,, the experienced
workers are under tremen-
dous pressure to speed upand
intensify their work so as not
to cause suffering to the pa-

tients. This is a terribly
unfair burden the hospitals
have thrust upon their wor-

kers. And this burden is one
of the issues that has to be
confronted in the pending ne-
gotiations.

That the long-time head of
113, Norman E, Carle, has
offered no leadership to the
local must be clear to all
workers who have seen their
wages drastically cut by in-
flation while their conditions
of work have steadily deter-
iorated, What is the point of

denouncing the employers in
words when a program that

can seriously challenge the
hospitals and advance the gen-
uine interests of the workers
is not at the same time ad-
vanced ?

Carle asks the members
who have suggestions for
changes in the contract to
write them down and mail
them to him for his examina-
tion. What kind of leadership
is that? Real leaders must
draw up a program that ser-
iously and realistically takes
into account the current needs
and future interests of the hos -
pital workers, Then only can
the fight for such a program
rally the militant support of
the ranks required to win it,

PROGRAM

The needs of the workers
are clear and must include
at least the following demands:

1. $100 a week minimum
as won by hospital workers
in New York City.

2. A cost of living esca-
lator clause.

3. Equal pay for equal
work. No more division of
men and women members!

4, Cost of living bonus
and all new benefits to apply
to pensioned members, An
end to the division between
active and retired workers!

5. Inspection and super-
vision of work conditions by
union shop committees, En-
force the contract!

6. A decent hospital and
medical plan, Those whocare
for the sick must get ade-
quate care when they are
sick!

7. Increased fringe bene-
fits of all kinds: vacations,
holidays, etc. Benefits must
equal those enjoyed by unions
with the best contracts in the
area.

8. An annual contract,
more three year freezes!

No

WIN
To raise these demands is

clearly not enough. The wor-
kers must be prepared forthe
crocodile tears shed on be-
half of the patients by the
capitalist press, radio, TV,
and the pulpit. And they must

further expect direct counter-
attacks from the bosses’ gov-
ernment, their courts and
police. The Workers League
program for winning this
struggle requires winning it
without increased hospital and
medical costs to the working
people. For a central part
of a successful struggle by the
hospital workers requires the
maintenance of unity with our
natural allies, the rest of the
Twin Cities’ working class.

The next article of struggle
of 113 for a decent contract
will deal with the financing of
the demands through a real-
istic program of socialized
medicine: and insuring its po-
litical success through the
building of a Labor DParty
based on the unions. So as
not to miss any of the future
articles- dealing with the hos-
pital workers, a special in-
troductory offer of the BUL-
LETIN has been made avail-
able: 10 issues for 25 cents.
Or if you want to be sure
to get all issues on a yearly
basis. the price is $2.00. Ad-
dress your request to the
Workers League, P.O. Box
14002, University Station,
Minneapolis, Minn, 55414 ’

Be sure to enclose your
money, name and address, and
zip code.

BY A HOSPITAL WORKER

NEW YORK--The National
organizing
1199 is gaining momentum
throughout the country. The

union is now organizing hos-
pitals in Detroit, South and
Caroline,

North Florida,

campaign of Local

Philadelphia, Connecticut and

Baltimore. This organizing
campaign is a great step for-
ward in the fight to raise the
wages and working conditions
of one of the most exploited
and underpaid sections of the
working class,

In a relatively short period
of time 1199 is quickly grow-
ing into a powerful national
union of hospital workers, It
is a direct outcome of the
1968 July contract struggle
when the workers forced the
hand of the hospital bosses
and wona $100 minimum wage.
This show of solidarity and
strength made an impact on
workers and members of Dis-
trict 65 in NYC take up this
demand but telegrams were
received from hospital work-
ers all over the country ask-
ing to be organized into 1199.

This is not just a task for
the leadership. Every trade
union militant should involve
himself in the campaign., If
there is little rank and file
participation inthisthe under-
standing of the importance of
this drive will be completely
lost, The experience gained
by the workers will be invalu-
able in strengthening 1199.

But this campaign is not
taking place at a time when
organization will solve the
problems facing the wunion.

On the contrary there is a
tremendous crisis building up

in the labor movement that is
reflecting the crisis of the
system itself.
EXPELL

A4lthough it has not beenex-
plained by the 1199leadership
there has been talk of possible
expulsion of 1199 from the
AFL-CIO.

Elliot Godoff, Director of
the Organizing Campaign, has

I

stated that there can be ex-
pected friction with the RWD
SU, the international union of
1199,

The successful organizing
drive must become the im-
petus and the basis for a
stepped up fight against the
bosses, a fight to take the
victorious struggle for the
$100 a week minimum further,
The ranks must take up this
fight to make sure that Davis
and the bureaucrats do not
allow this fight to be dissi-
pated by using the organizing
drive to avoid the real con-
frontations on wages and
working conditions, and as an
excuse tosplitthe labor move-
ment, and to maneuver with
Meany.

While the 1199 organizing
drive represents a tremen
dous step forward in uniting
workers, the organized andthe
unorganized, at the same time
the trade union movement is
being faced everywhere with
deepening divisions between
black and white workers,
While the bureaucrats have
launched this organizing
drive, they have completely
capitulated to those forces
which have attempted to split
the labor movement by break-
ing the black workers from it.

Davis and the 1199 bureau-
cracy refused to support the
teachers and capitulatedtothe
demands of ‘‘community con-
trol’’ and dual unionism. At
a demonstration by bureau-
crats at Van Arsdale’s office
during the teachers strike,
Theodore  Mitchell, a vice
president of 1199 said, ‘‘those
who are black and Puerto
Ricans and Hispanic will set
up our own labor movement.”’
Lester Roberts, general or-
ganizer for District 65,,1199’s

sister union said, ‘‘If we have
to split the labor movement
and go our own way we will.”’

Clearly, this is what the
bosses and the government
would like. This is why the
Ford Foundation and all the
politicians are behind the de-
mands for ‘‘community con-
trol’’ to divide and weaken
the powerful trade union
movement in this country and
divert the workers from the
real fight against their em-
ployers. Black Nationalism
and what follows, dual union-
ism for black workers, repre-
sents a concession to racism.
Rather than fighting against
it, it is accepted as a reality
that cannot be changed.

While Davis poses as the
‘‘progressive’’ labor leader,
he plays the same role as
Shanker whom he attacks, in
splitting the labor movement,
Shanker has absolutely re-
fused to take up the struggle
for the Negro people and has
encouraged the backward pre-
judices of the workers in the
UFT. At the same timeDavis
while giving lip service to a
fight for the Negro workers,
supports the reactionary se-
paratist demands of the black
nationalists.

Neither of these leaders
pose the real alternative of
the unity of black and white
workers, the fight against
racism, against the bosses
and their government by the
entire trade union movement,
The real solution lies in the
labor movement taking up the
fight against racism, for the
demands of the Negroworkers
for jobs, job training, upgrad-
ing, decent housing and
schools not separately but as
an integral part of the fight
of the union movement,

i .
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MANY THEORIES OF L MARCUS

BY TIM WOHLFORTH

The construction of the revolutionary party
the United States is primarily a theoretical task.
ijecisely because of the great potential of the
American working class and because the very
future of world capitalism will be decided ul-
timately on American soil, the United States
has become the very center for every form of
revisionism, every attempt to distort Marxism,
to challenge the most fundamental theoretical
conquests of the world working class.

This is the home of Herbert Marcuse; Er-
nest Mandel, discredited in Europe, tours Am-
erica speaking before large audiences; obscure
European anarchist theorists find supporters a-
mong Columbia University’s building seizers. Just
as America has become the home for astrology,
scientology, witchcraft, and even the most ob-
scure Indian guru clutches his Air India ticket
to the states, so too with our Marxistscholas-
tics and metaphysicians. And, as we shall see,
. We even have a few home grown ones, too.

One major reason for this growth of revis-
ionism in the United States is the fact that the
Marxist movement in the United States from the
pre-World War 1 Socialists through the early
Communists and the American Trotskyist move-
ment has been dominated by an anti-theory prag-
matism--a concern with what ‘works’, with nar-
row empiricism, a disdainful attitude toward the-
oretical questions, a neglect of Marxist philoso-
phy and the study of the Marxist method. Ata
time when Europe is only 8 hours and $300
away, when world capitalism is more and more
an interdependent system, where decisions on
Wall Street effect the fate of workers in all
corners of the globe, at such a time when an
international outlook is indespensible to American
revolutionists, this pragmatism creates a huge
gulf between theoretical thinking in America and
the development of Marxist thought in Europe
beginning with the Communist Manifesto through
the Russian revolution and its aftermath, the
rise of Fascism, etc, This theoretical gap is
much harder to cross than the Atlagtic but it
, must be crossed if a serious American revolu-
tionary movement is to emerge.

NEW LEFT

This problem 1is parucularly acute with the
new generation of radical intellectuals which likes
to call itself the ‘New Left’ or the ‘Movement.’
This new generation has developed its interest
in socialism under conditions of an almost com-
plete break in the continuity of Marxist thought
and the struggle to build the Marxist party,
The responsibility for this break lies primarily
with the Socialist Workers Party, which after
Trotsky’s death abandoned any serious attempt
to develop Marxist theory and thus a revolu-
tionary party, and therefore has been unable to
bring to the new generation of radicals the strug-
gles of the Third and Fourth Internationals and
their theoretical conquests. This task has fallen
upon the shoulders of the Workers League which
as part of the International Committee of the
Fourth International emerged from the SWP in
1964 after a principled struggle for the very
fundamentals of Marxism the SWP leadership
had abandoned,

When it comes to the central question of bridg-
ing the gap between the pragmatic American so-
cialist movement and the continuity of the interna-
tional Marxist movement, Lynn Marcus stands
foresquare in between. He picks bits and pieces
of theory from Marxist traditions, in particular
from Rosa Luxemburg, develops these in a one-
sided schematic way, with the result of throwing
out in a most cavalier manner some of the most
important theoretical conquests of the worldwork-
ing class.

PRIMITIVE

Let us take alook at Marcus’ methodas revealed
in ‘his latest theoretical writing, ‘The History of
Capitalism’ which he has recently submitted to
the SDS Labor Committee for discussion. He
begins with a theory of ‘primitive accumulation’
which he attributes to Rosa Luxemburg, Marx
developed this concept to explain the origins of
capitalist accumulation, In its earliest most
barbaric form, the capitalist rather than paying
workers for their labor time at a rate equal to

PART ONE -- PRIMITIVE ACCUMULATION

what was required for a worker’s subsistence
actually paid workers below this level with the
result of the early deaths of workers. The work-
eérs were constantly replenished with peasants
from the countryside forced to seek work in fac-
tories as new capitalist relations broke up the
old feudal relations on the land {enclosures in
England for example). This way the capitalists
amassed super-profits which were reinvested in
more manufacturing leading to the swift early
growth of capitalism. But, Marx pointed out,
such barbaric forms of accumulation were self-
defeating to the capitalists in the long run and
as capitalism matured the general tendency for
wages to equal the subsistence level of the work-
ing class emerged.

Marcus correctly points out that as capitalism
matures its internal contradictions emerge par-
ticularly in the form of the.falling rate of profit
(though in typical fashion he makes this central
point in the form of a footnote), The capitalist
is forced to mechanize more and more to increase

The last year has seen the emergence of a
political tendency from out of the New Left,
the SDS Labor Committee led by L. Marcus.

Marcus brings to these students bits and
pieces of Marxist theory abstracted from the

125 year international struggle for
The result is a

whole
Marxism and workers power.
direct challenge to all the most fundamental
principles and political gains of the Marx-
ist movement,

the amount produced per worker (productivity)
but as profit is only made from wage labor
(variable capital) this process leads to a general
tendency for the rate of profit to fall threatening
total profit and thus the system itself,

IMPERIALISM

Imperialism plays an important role in the capi-
talists’ attempt to overcome this problem. Here
Marcus reintroduces the concept of primitive
accumulation asserting that the capitalist offsets
the falling rate of profit within the major indus-
trial countries through primitive accumulation in
the colonial countries. While this was no doubt
true particularly in the earliest stage of imperial-
ism in colonial countries during which not only
were workers paid below subsistence levels but
millions, in fact billions, were simply stolen from
these countries in the spirit of the early preda-
tory societies of the ancient world like the Greeks
and Romans.

However as imperialism matured what actually
emerged was a tendency of the capitalist to take
advantage of the relative character of the term
‘subsistence,” As Marx pointed out the subsis-
tence level of the working class is actually a
social category determined by the actual class
relations between workers and capitalists and
by the general level of technology and the cult-
ural level required for a particular level of
technology. Thus while a worker in a colonial
country involved in an extractive industry (mining,
sugar, coffee, rubber, etc.) may be able to sub-
sist on $600 a year, a worker in FEurope on
$3,000 a year, a worker in the United States
may need $6,000 a year minimum to subsist.
The capitalist takes advantage of this differen-
tial in order to make super-profits in colonial
countries and even Europe to offset the level
of profits in the United States. '

DISTORT

To call this process ‘primitive accumulation’
is to distort the word out of all meaning, to in-
clude under one term different social and econ-
omic process which represent different stages of
development of capitalism, It is an example of
imposing a formal scheme on the complexity of
capitalist development which ignores the real
processes going on in capitalism,and simplifies
reality through distorting it. As Trotsky once
said if we exclude today something from our
formulae because it doesn’t seem to fit in to
our scheme, then tomorrow this element can

well overturn our whole scheme,

CRETINISM

But let us probé this question even deeper.
It would appear that all the capitalists have to do
to really solve their problems and make fantastic
profits would be to heavily invest in the colonial
countries, build major industries there and reap
€normous super-profits on the basis of the low
subsistence levels existing in those countries,
In fact this solution appears so ‘‘obvious’’ to
Marcus he cannot really understand why the
capitalists do not do so. He can only conclude
that it is a matter of their stupidity and if only they
were as smart as he then their problems would
be solved. Thus in this document he states:
‘‘Granted they have an alternative ‘on the books’
in the form of their ‘Development Decade’ pro-
ject. Thus, far, however, as we see in the Alli-
ance for Progress and the rash of ‘parliamentary
cretinism’ exhibited by Senate and House action
on foreign aid proposals, there has been almost
no real correlation between design and imple-
mentation,’’

In fact only a short while ago Marcus was con-
vinced that this was precisely what the capitalists
were up to. In his ‘Third Stage of Imperialism’
he claimed that what the Vietnam War was really
about was an attempt on the part of the capitalists
to turn Vietnam into a rice bowl, this rice would
be shipped to India to feed Indian workers who
then would be put to work to give capitalism a
whole new stage of development in India. Need-
less to say this simple schema is on the face of
it absurd. The vast money put into the war effort
could have just as easily been used to finance
grain shipments from the overproduction in the
U.S. and Canada to serve that purpose. There
is no simple ‘economic determinist’ explanation
for Vietnam. The capitalists understand that what
they are fighting in Vietnam is revolution, a revolu-
tion which threatens not simply rice production
in Vietnam but capitalism’s survival throughout
the world. Only this can explain the enormous
resources thrown into this war,

But to get back to the main point--the capitalists
cannot simply set up modern automated factories
in the jungle of Latin America or the rice paddies
of Asia. Modern capitalist technology requires
a whole cultural development and this in turn
means a raising of the working class to a sub-
sistence level equal at least to that in Europe.
It is a whole complex process requiring an edu-
cated proletariat, literate apd well-trained, a
mechanized agriculture, an expanded university
system producing hundreds and thousands of sci-
entists, engineers, technicians, teachers, etc., Per-
haps $600 a year is enough for a worker who cuts
cane in a field but the same worker cannot run
a complex machine tool. And ypu cannot raise
one small section of workers to such a level
without changing relations with other workers,
So in the United States a miner or even an agri-
cultural worker makes a hundred times what a
miner or agricultural worker makes in Ecuador,
Peru or Malaya.

REVOLUTIONARY

Such a revolutionary technologicaland cultural
transformation means in the first place the des-
truction of the super-profits presently needed by
the capitalists gotten from the extractive industries
in colonial countries, the advantages all capitalists
receive from the cheap price they pay for pru-
ducts from the colonial countries, a complete social
upheaval in land relations, the destruction of the
old ruling classes in these countries, etc. As
Trotsky pointed out in his theory of permanent
revolution the capitalists are no longer capable of
such revolutionary changes precisely because of the
emergence of the working class as a political
force capable of carrying through asocial upheaval
started by the capitalists to a socialist conclusion
--to the destruction of the capitalists themselves,

Thus to Trotsky the failure of the capitalists
to initiate a ‘Development Decade’ was neither
a matter of stupidity nor cretinism but was due to
objective material conditions, Marcus, of course,
has failed to inform the SDS Labor Committee
of the theory of the permanent revolution, its
vindication in actual life during the Russian Revolu-
tion, and the decades of struggle during which
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the Fourth International fought for this position
against the world Stalinist movement. Marcus
offers only bits and pieces; the continuity with past
theoretical development is broken; only hollow
schemes remain in an attempt to cover up his
theoretical nakedness,

JEWS

But let’s give Marcus this much credit--he does
his very best to get every bit of mileage out of
his one formula. He is very much like a medicine
man with his bottle of Dr, Marcus’ Snake Syrup
which will cure the common cold, pneunomia,
cancer, broken legs, and is even a good love
potion. His most preposterous theory to date is
his attempt to explain the murder of six million
Jews by the Nazis as a rational economic policy
of primitive accumulation. Tt seems the Nazis
used their race theory as an excuse to put millions
of Jews into slave labor. When they worked the
Jews to a point where there was no labor power
left in them, they simply sent them to the gas
chambers to save the cost of upkeep for unpro-
ductive slaves. But it so happens: 1) not only
Jews but millions of non-Jewish foreign workers
were enlisted for forced labor; 2) millions of
Jews were sent to death camps instead of to
forced labor and for Jews in that period it was
considered a lucky break to be sent on forced
Iabor rather than directly to the gas chambers;
and 3) like a number of the policies of the Hitler
regime rather than aiding the German economy
the Jewish persecution was greatly wasteful of
necessary technical and other resources the Germ-
mans ‘needed in the war; the bourgeoise tolerated
Hitler as the only alternative to socialist revolu-
tion but paid a heavy price for his dictatorship,
Barbaric cultural manifestations have material
roots in the decay of capitalism and the fear of
the capitalists of the working class but to go
from this to some economic determinist schema
and see each and every barbarity as economically
useful is to desert Marxism for the simplistic
determinism which caused Engels to comment
in exasperation to the effect of ‘save us from the
Marxists.’ '

EUROPE
If this were not enough when we reach the end
of World War TI Marcus tackles the very import-
ant process in which American capitalism invested
heavily in the rebuilding of the Western European

If Marcus’ economic theories are character-
ized by a one-sidedness, a formal schematism,
this method when applied to the question of the
political - program around which to advance
struggle for socialism leads to a blatant reform-
ism and an abandonment of all the most funda-
mental conceptions of the Marxist movement.

Seeing a stagnating crisis-ridden world capi-
talist system, Marcus proposes as a ‘‘remedy”’
an ‘‘immediate national employment policy of
about 4 million new productive jobs a year’”’
requiring new investments of about $100 million
a year leading to an annual growth rate in
the neighborhood of 20-25%. ¢‘If we extend the
same policy to Western Europe, Japan, and other
relatively advanced sectors,’”” he concludes,‘‘we
have the basis for really solving poverty in the
advanced sector and cracking the massive pov-
erty crisis in the underdeveloped regions,’’

With this ‘‘socialist’”’ solution to the capital-
ist crisis before him his whole political policy
unfolds. The problem of course is to mobilize
‘‘masses’’ around this restructuring of invest-
ment policy and in this way we will have social-
ism, Since the aim of the policy is the eradi-
cation of poverty, we of course develop demands
aimed at the poverty section of the population
and not the industrial workers and this becomes
the center of our political struggle.

If this whole approach brings back memories
of the New Deal this is for good and sound rea-
sons as we will see. Marcus is clearly a man
of another era., How happy he would have been
in the old FDR brain trust!

What Marcus forgets to include in his schema
is that very mainspring of modern society--the
class struggle. The capitalists have their own
plan for solving their economic crisis and they
have the power and will use this power to the
best of their ability to carry through their solu-
tion. The only way out for the capitalists inter-
nationally is to drive back the working class, rob the

industrial workers of the gains they made in the

1950s, lower their level of subsistence, and
restore profitability. This cannot be done
peacefully but requires a struggle to

destroy the workers economic and political organi-

zations -- the unions and mass workers parties

economies taking much larger profits than were
possible in the U.S. because of the lower wage
levels prevalent in Europe. This, too, is called
‘primitive accumulation.,” But here we are not
dealing with some backward country but major
industrial countries whose economy, technology
and culture are the result of several hundredyears
of capital development, These are countries with
a high level of culture, a literate and skilled
working class, a ready and a greedy internal mar-
ket which had been deprived of consumer goods for
two decades of depression and war, The only
real primitive accumulation existing in the world
today is Marcus’ primitive accumulation of theo-
retical nonsense in this document.

But even if we throw out this primitive accumula-
tion nostrum we still have only a one-sided under-
standing of the way in which the current capitalist
crisis developed through the very methods the
capitalists used in the 1950’s to make the boom
possible, It is true that capitalist investment in
Europe and in the colonial countries helped the
capitalists offset the general tendency for profit
to fall in America, But it was not the only factor
involved, At the very same time the American
bourgeoisie was forced to introduce into American
mass production industries a degree of exploita-
tion seen nowhere else in the metropolitan coun~
tries. .Thus they raised productivity by an inten-
sive speed-up and a destruction of union control
over job conditions paying for this inwage increases
way below the actual increase of profits made
possible through the speed-up.

It is this latter tendency which is preparing
an extremely explosive situation in basic industry
since the capitalists are nolonger capable of paying
for this increased exploitation with actual increases
in the living standards of the workers., Since
Marcus ignores this process it is understandable
that in his concrete perspective for work in the
union movement today he ignores the mass pro-
duction industries in favor of concentration on
low-paid workers in more marginal industries.
But the very center of the American capitalist
system lies in this relationship between the
massive corporate conglomerates in basic in-
dustry and the powerful unions in the industry
like the UAW and the Steelworkers,

DOLLAR

Then there is a third mechanism employed by
the capitalists--the ability to temporarily hold

off the workings of the law of value allowing

PART TWO -- TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM AND THE STATE

where they exist and thus raise the danger of
fascism. Thus we see, for instance in the after-
math of the recent Franc crisis, the determina-
tion of DeGaulle.Wilson and Nixon to put the
screws on the working class-- increase taxes,
raise prices, hold down wages, raise productiv-
ity in the plants,

Marcus of course has no program for defense
of the class against this onslaught and does not
recognise that the very dialectic of revolution
is the ability of socialists to take the workers
over to the offensive- to the struggle for power
in the very process of organizing the workers
for defense against capitalist attacks.

But let us traverse Marcus’ narrow theore-
tical road just a bit further to see where Marcus
himself ends up. Like a horse with blinders
on Marcus relentlessly pursues his single idea
to the very end. If only social development
proceeded in the simple way Marcus’ mind works,
But alas it does not.,

TRANSITIONAL

Now Marcus has his solution but sad to say
po one in Washington is interested; they are all
parliamentary cretins. 8o what else can he do
but turn to the masses. To enlist the masses
in support of his scheme he needs a ‘‘“transi-
tional program’’., ‘‘The idea of a transitional
program‘‘ Marcus states, ‘‘breaks with the
notion of ‘impossible demands’ which used to
prevail among Social-Democrats and the old
Communist parties... What revolutionary socialists
do, unlike our various contemporary sectarians,
is to advance socialist demands which are techni-
cally feasible in terms of existing FORMS of
institutions.”’

Then Marcus informs us by way of a footnote
where he claims to have gotten this idea: “‘This
term was introduced to the English language
through Trotsky’s writings of the thirties. The
conception, as Trotsky accurately reports the
matter, is partly traced to the evolving con-
ception of program of the first five years of
the Comintern, and is also independently located
as a contribution of Luxemburg’s.” He then goes
on to warn us not to confuse the ‘‘concept’’ of

Transitional Program with those who use the

i

the creation of a good deal of ficticious capital
and the making of profits on the basis of this
capital. In particular the acceptance interna-
tionally of the dollar as a sound basis for inter-
national trade even when there are four dollars
abroad for every one dollar in gold at current
fixed gold prices gave the American capitalists
a tremendous edge in capital expansion and in
offsetting the effects of the falling rate of profit.

This worked fine as long as the other factors
mentioned allowed for a general growth of the
world capitalist system -and a constant growth
of productivity, But today when both factors
are advancing at a much slower pace and some-
times even show a reverse tendency then confid-
ence in the dollar and other currencies is threa-
tened which in turn threatens to bring down the
whole capitalist system--unless the capitalists
take on their own working class and reduce
labor costs, that is to actually reduce the level
of subsistence of the class through class strug-
gle. Room for capitalist development in Europe
is no longer there and the European capitalists
feel the same profit pressures as do American
capitalists. Expansion in the colonial countries
is out of the question for social revolution is
out of the question. This is why we say we have
now entered into the period of the world revolu-
tion-~this is the meaning of the French develo-
ments not mentioned in Marcus’ history project,

We have not by any means exhausted all the
aspects of understanding capitalist development
in the past period and through this understanding
preparing the revolutionary movement for the
tasks today within the context of the current
capitalist crisis. But I feel we have shown,
that simplistic notions of ‘primitive accumulation’
only lead to confusion and theoretical one-sided-
ness and have nothing in common with Marxism,
Our Marxist analysis on the other hand, only
sketched here, shows us that we are in an
explosive period where the central class struggles
will be in basic industry in Europe and America

. and will lead to a fundamental confrontation between

the powerful: union movement and the behemoth
corporations in the United States with the capita-
list state--and America’s state apparatus is without
a doubt the most powerful state created by man to
dominate man--no mere arbitrator but the major
instrument of the capitalists in their war against
the workers.

1938 Transitional Program as a ‘‘recipe book’’.

We will take Marcus’ warning very much to

heart, for the reading of his own document has

very much suppressed our appetite for recipes.
CONCEPT

We will turn both to the period of the first
five years of the Comintern and to the Trans-
itional Program of 1938 to get at, not the specific
demands mentioned, but precisely the CONCEPT
of the transitional program itself, First we
quote from a statement of the Young Communist
International made in 1922; ‘‘Even in their con-
tents our demands are absolutely different from
the reformist demands put forward by the Social
Democracy....We, however, .in fighting for our
demands, do not think it necessary to stop to
consider whether or not they can find a place
in the profit-making system of the capitalist
class., Indeed we make a full turn about and
‘make demands of such a nature as will spell
the doom of capitalism,.., We raise these demands
in order to take the working class through a
struggle so that the masses of workers will
realize, if they are able to live, the capitalist
sodiety must die.”’

Now in 1938 Trotsky wrote in the same vein:
¢‘Marxists do not delude the working class with
suggestions that any major gains can be made
within the structure of capitalism. 8o long as
power remains in the hands of the capitalist
class, a struggle must be waged to preserve
every advance already made, and in the course
of this struggle, there must be built. a2 move-
ment which can overthrow the capitalist states...
But the warning of the Program itself . must here
be taken very seriously: outside of the perspective
of the conquest of political power by the working
class, and the construction of revolutionary parties,
these slogans lose their meaning and even become
reactionary, justifying the existing leadership and
the existing economic set-up.”’

This in essence gives us an understanding
of the concept of the transitional program as
the early Communists and Trotsky saw it. This
concept is exactly the opposite of Marcus’. He
insists that a transitional demand must be ‘‘tech-
nically feasible in terms of existing forms of
institutions.”’ But communists begin with the

TR
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needs of the working class, not the outmoded
forms of capitalist economic structure. They
formulate demands which on the one hand meet
the real needs of the class and on the other hand
CANNOT be achieved within the existing forms
and institutions of capitalism. 1In fact the very
purpose of the demands is to take the working
class through a struggle through which the-
mass of workers will realize that these forms,
institutions, structures must be OVERTURNED
and a new state created, Thus Marcus is actually
transforming transitional demands into their
very opposite-- into reform demands limited by
the existing capitalist structure. In no way
does Marcus differ on this question from the
structural reforms of Mandel-Kautsky.,

But Marcus does not stop here. He carries
the logic of his line one step further, He next
confronts the problem of what happens if he wins--
that is the establishment of socialism in the
United - States. Here Marcus’ concern is not
the critical question of establishing the power
of the working class and destroying the power
of the capitalist class. Rather he is concerned
that there be no disruption in the economy during
the transfer of power. He writes in the spirit
of a Nixon aide in discussion with a Johnson
aide in this post election period. And in fact
his conception of the working class coming to
power differs little from Nixon and Johnson’s
‘‘orderly transfer of power’’,

ORDERLY

‘“‘In order to maintain the essential continuity
of production and distribution,”” Marcus informs
us, ‘‘we will have to take over the existing cap-
italist institutions, banks, Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, U.S. Treasury, etc., and lay the basis for
new socialist institutions, but an orderly trans-
formation of the old., The method of expropria-
tion of capitalists will not be by simple decree,
but will-- except under the most exacerbated
conditions of civil war, etc,-- be accomplished
by using the capitalist corporate income-tax sys-
tem for our own purposes in our own way,”’
Never before has a single man compressed into
such a short statement so much ‘revisionism!
The most essential lessons and theoretical under-
standing of the working class movement first
formulated in 1848 in the Communist Manifesto,
deepened in the 1870s in the light of the Paris
Commune, carried out in life in the October
Revolution of 1917, defended against Stalinism
by the Fourth International for decades, con-
firmed again in life in Hungary in 1956-- all
this is simply thrown out the window by L.
Marcus, the new theoretician of the peaceful
road to socialism with its ‘‘orderly transfer’’
of power,

The very heart of what he is saying is spell-
ed out in the simple parenthetical statement
‘‘except under the most exacerbated conditions
of civil war, etc.”” This means that Marcus
not only conceives of the possibility of social-
ism being established in America peacefully but
in fact sees this peaceful road as the probability
and civil war as only an outside exceptional
possibility. He then proceeds to develop his
whole program today on the basis of this peace-
ful probability--that is subordinating everything
else to a propaganda campaign for atax program-
ah yes, you are familiar with it-- ‘‘Tax the
Landlords--Not the People’’. ,

Communists proceed from another point of
view-- and this, L. Marcus, is the viewpoint
of your beloved Luxemburg as well as Lenin
and Trotsky. Understanding the very nature
of ruling classes as shown through the several
thousand year history of class rule, we can
state, not as a possibility, not even as a pro-
bability, but as an absolute certainty that no
ruling class will willingly and peacefully give
up its power, When confronted with a serious
threat to its class rule it will dispense with
all ‘‘democratic’’ formality and use brute force,
terror, and the totality of the vast means of

destruction in its hands to maintain its rule
and suppress the working class, 1Is the Ameri-

can bourgeoisie an exception to this rule? Just

Finally we come to the question of the party.
This is the very central question of our time and
lies at the very heart of what is wrong with
Marcus theoretically, politically and in every
respect, It will not come as a surprise that. by
the time Marcus finishes with this concept ab-
solutely nothing is left of the very rich theoreti-
cal and practical history of this question from
the days of the First International to the Fourth
International.

Lenin once wrote about a 'Bundist who was

look at the butchery in Vietnam, the bloody
suppression of Negro riots, the action of the
police in Chicago and against student demonstra-
tions. We therefore hold that it is inconceivable
for the working class to come to power in the
United States under any other conditions than
those accurately described as civil war. This
is not because we wish violence but because
of the nature and character of the ruling class
and the immense power it possesses through
its own state,

STATE

Ah--but there is one other little matter Dr,
Marcus has left out of his scheme-- the STATE,
The Federal Reserve System, the U.,S, Treasury,
the banks are not something separate from the
state., They are part of or deeply intertwined
with the state, Our task, as Lenin put it against
Kautsky, is not to transform this state or its
economic institutions from within, but to destroy
this state completely and utterly, throwing wup
in its place anew state based onworkers councils--
such as came to power in October and such as
have risen in every revolutionary situation in
one form or another,

This question of the struggle for state power
stands at the very heart of our program and our
strategy. The transitional program is based upon

- it and it is not without reason that Trotsky spec-

ifically warns against those who separate out this
or that specific transitional demand from the
central struggle for power,

But Marcus has absolutely nothing to say
about the state orthe struggle for power, Absolutely
nothing, No wonder he and the SDS Labor
Committee oppose raising the slogan of an
American Labor Party, for it is through this
slogan that we are able to pose the question
of state power to American workers at their
present level of consciousness, Without connect-
ing up specific demands -- and believe it or not
Dr. Marcus, there is more to the Transitional
Program than tax proposals-- to the fight for
the labor party ‘‘these slogans lose their meaning
and even become reactionary, justifying the exist-
ing leadership and the existing economic set-up,’’
to quote Trotsky. We say that the entire program
of Marcus for today is precisely that--without
meaning and reactionary.

HISTORY

Comrades of the SDS Labor Committee-- it
is not just that these particular formulations
of Marcus’ are wrong and revisionist ( more
accurately purely reformist). We mustunderstand
that they flow from his whole basic method. This
method in turn is a reflection of Marcus’ refusal
to root his theoretical work in the historical
development of the Marxist movement--that is
in the Fourth International.

At every point this becomes clearer and clearer,
The theory of the permanent revolution is ignored.,
The transitional program is turned into its
opposite. The basic tenets of Marxism on the
state and revolution are tossed out the window
in a cavalier fashion. There is nothing left of
the Communist Manifesto, The Paris Commune
teaches nothing to Marcus. There are no lessons
to be drawn from the October Revolutionas Marcus
sees it, The whole historical fight between
Stalinism and Trotskyism for three decades is
beside the point, Well then, we ask the comrades
of the SDS Labor Committee, if the whole struggle
between Stalinism and Trotskyism is meaningless
then why is it that Marcus, who refuses to educate
you in the tradition of this struggle, ends up on
the question of revolution with Nikita Khrushchev
and Breshnev--as the new theorist of the‘‘prob-

lability’’ of a peaceful road to socialism.
We must follow our horse with blinder just

a little further to get at the concrete approach
to the contemporary American struggles which
flow from his reformism on the transitional
program and the state, He states: ‘‘Agitation
in this immediate period is centrally focused
on those layers ( like Black, Spanish-speaking,
Appalachian oppressed) whose need of the social-
ist programs demands is most urgent, During
the marshalling of advanced struggles of the most

oppressed ( for minimum wages, jobs, rights
or their bargaining institutions, etc.) the socialist
simultaneously agitates among other layers of
workers, urging their support for the vanguard
struggles of the most oppressed.”” 1In short he
proposes we agitate among the poor for support

to tax and investment programs aimed at wiping
out poverty but for the industrial workers we

really only can propagandize on how these workers
should support this program for the poor,

This outlook flows from his nostrum on primi-
tive accumulation which ignores the attacks the
capitalist class is presently making on industrial
workers in basic industry and the central im-
portance of this struggle as well as from his
reformist position of seeking to restructure in-
vestment without tackling head-on the question
of state power. So like the rest of the New Left
Marcus is incapable of proposing a program
for the class as a whole-- all he can do is pro-
pose a program for the poor and urge other
workers to support this program for some sort
of moral reasons.

CENTRAL

We see the situation in a different way, We
see the industrial workers under attack and see
the central strength of the class in the fight
back against the capitalists precisely in this
section of the class. We see the poor also under
attack. - So we propose a fighting program for
the whole class to unite in a political struggle
against the capitalists., This is the meaning of
the labor party slogan. This is why we fight
specifically and particularly in the trade unions
and see that only through this fight can the
problems of the poor seriously be tackled. For
only in the organized industrial working class
is there the strength to destroy the real and
immense strength of the capitalists and their
state, The poor surely cannot do it alone. Nor
can the industrial workers be gotten to support
the poor out of some abstract consideration--
the class as a whole must be brought together
because there are good and objective material
needs for this unity.

UNIONS

When it comes to the level of work in the
trade unions Marcus has no orientation at all
towards a real struggle within the unions against
the labor bureaucracy. Here he seeks rather to
create organizations of some vague sort of ‘‘mass’’
and ‘‘transitional’’ character outside the unions
containing unionists and sections of the poor.

These organizations are supposedinsome mystical
way to transform the consciousness of the workers.

At the moment that he was murdered by Stalin’s
agent, Trotsky was at work on an important
pamphlet precisely on the trade unions question:
“‘Trade Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist Decay’’.
Published posthumously, this pamphlet sees the
relation between the unions andthe broader masses
of the proletariat in quite the reverse way as
does Marcus: ‘“ 1 is necessary to adapt our-
selves to the concrete conditions existing in the,
trade unions of every given country in order
to mobilize the masses, not only against the
bourgeoisie, but also against the totalitarian re-
gime within the trade unions themselves and
against the leaders enforcing this regime. The
primary slogan for this struggle is: complete
and unconditional independence of the trade
unions in relation to the capitalist state, This
means a struggle to turn the trade unions into
the organs of the broad exploited masses and
not the organs of a labour bureaucracy.’’

This means the fight against the economisfhn
and parochialism of the trade unions must be
conducted within the unions through a political
and ruthless fight against the labor bureaucracy
in the interests of the working class as a whole,
To abstain from this struggle by attempting to
magically transform unionists outside the unions
has the reactionary result of leaving the labor
bureaucracy unchallenged in its control of power-
ful organs of many millions of workers Wwho
hold in their hands the power to stop America
for good.

PART THREE -- THE PARTY

lined up on this question with the Mensheviks:
‘Because he is an absolute ignoramous, who has
never learnt anything or even read any party
history, but merely happened to land in liquida-
tionist circles where going about in the nude is
considered the right thing to do as far as know-
ledge of the party and everything it stands for is
concerned,” 8o today Marcus, as we shall see,
has taken up the popular New Left garb of nudity
on this question in New Left circles, We intend

to give no quarter at all on this score, Marcus

may call us a ‘sect’ or ‘sectlet’ or whatever he
wants as he proceeds to construct his own sectlet
distinguishable from those he attacks only by its
complete nakedness on this question.

INSTITUTIONAL

Marcus begins by talking about the need for
‘some sort of organized institution of mass forces,
an institution ready and qualified to take over the
tasks of government from the present ruling class,
That conception is conveniently identified as a
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revolutionary party.” Perhaps it could be just as
‘conveniently’ identified as a ‘reformist party?
In the whole history of the Marxist movement we
have never seen a vaguer conception of the party.
In fact Martov and the Mensheviks themselves
would have recoiled from such a formulation and
denounced it vehemently as liquidationist,

But there is a reason for this vagueness in
addition to his efforts to ingratiate himself with
the prejudices of the New Left students, The only
purpose he gives this ‘mass institution’ is to be
qualified ‘to take over the tasks of government
from the present ruling class.” But Dr, Marcus
aren’t you a bit too eager to get into that old
White House and show everybody how efficiently
you can run the government? The White House is
presently occupied; it is defended by several
million troops which can be airlifted to the spot
in a few hours; these troops are armed with the
most efficient means of mass destruction. Again
we suggest that before you get your seat on the
Federal Reserve Board you will need to destroy
the state power of the capitalists. And this task
requires something more than a vague ‘organized
institution of mass forces,” It requires a con-
scious, disciplined combat party, steeledinstruggle
and prepared for the ultimate revolutionary struggle
for power. Yes, Dr. Marcus, we repeat: CON-
SCIOUS, DISCIPLINED, yes, DISCIPLINED, parti-
cularly and harshly and cohesively DISCIPLINED,
We are speaking of a LENINIST party.

This question of the party is not open for grabs
--some sort of new form which will spontaneously
emerge out of the theoretical confusion and indivi-
'dualistic middle class indisipline of the middle
class students, Tt is a question which has been
decided theoretically in Lenin’s long struggle from
1903 to 1917, decided in concrete battle during the
October Revolution, promujgated and defended by
the Communist International during its first five
years, saved from degeneration by the Trotskyist
movement in the fight for the Fourth International,

PARTY

It is not an American party and it is not a
German party or a Russian party or a Chinese
party, It is a world party representing the world
working class in commonstruggle against a common
enemy. It has always developed as a world party
and theoretical development has always occurred
within the struggle for the world party--and never,
never, never outside it. But not a word appears
in the Marcus opus on the international character
of the party. You, Lyndon Marcus, are completely
naked on this central question,

A little later on Marcus states, knowing what
he says will be warmly received in the universi-
ties: ‘Worst of all, the very fact that each sect
and sectlet considers itself already ‘The Party’
is an. absolute flaw in its makeup, a dogmatic
conviction which renders it hostile to every sort of
work necessary to actually form such a party.’
But what is a party, L, Marcus? It is not mystical
thing nor is the revolutionary party simply a ‘mass
institution’. The party is nothing more thana con-
scious organization of a section of the class around
a program, It is the program which determines
whether a particular partyis ‘The Party’ or whether
it is a fraud, a revisionist formation posingas ‘The
Party’. It is the program which determines the way
in which the party is organized. Our programmatic
understanding requires us to organizeasapartof a
world -movement and as a disciplined formation,
Marcus’ programmatic understanding demands of
him that he organize aloose propaganda group which
he hopes someday will lead an even looser mass
organization which will have confidence in L.
Marcus’ ability to administer the Federal Reserve
System.

TRICK
To deny that a party is ‘the party’ is thus a
theoretical task requiring one to investigate the
formation of history and program both as stated
and as exemplified in practice., To write off all
-formations simply on the basis of their claimto be
‘The Party’ is an old New Left trick used to hide
the fact that the New Left is not ‘The Party’ nor
can it build ‘The Party‘t precisely because of its

programmatic bankruptey,
Marcus seeks to bolster this position by citing
the practice of the SWP, the CP and the PLP. But
-~ again these formations are not ‘The Party’ pre-
cisely because their programs are rotten through
and through and not because of their claims to be
the party. Marcus claims that no formation in the
United States ‘even acknowledges the importance of
a concrete analysis of the current economic situa-
tion; none has a real program nor is capable of
" developing a relevant transitional program.’ Ok,

a concrete analysis of the current economic situa-
tion, has a real program and not only is capable of
developing a relevant transitional program but has
developed one far superior to your ‘Tax and
Landlords’ gimmicks, We say we are ‘The Party’
and we challenge you to dispute this by showing us
what is fundamentally wrong with our program,
We in turn will readily acknowledge that you do
not represent ‘The Party’. We believe you are
absolutely correct in not making that claim. This
is because your program is revisionist and refor-
mist to the core,

INTELLECTUALS

But Marcus has more tosay about his conception
of a party., To him the revolutionary party is ‘a
cadre-grouping of revolutionary intellectuals.’
This intellectual cadre through participation in
mass struggle gets the workers to ‘actively support’
it. At the point where a significant vanguard of
the working class recognizes this cadre of intellec-
tuals ‘as a real alternative choice’ such a cadre
grouping can be considered a party.

This Marcus seeks to justify by turning to the
history of the revolutionary party internationally,
He cites as examples: ‘Marx and Engels inter-
vening to change the direction of the ‘League of
the Just’, Lenin in the early years in Petrograd,
Luxemburg in the Polish and German labor move-
ments, etc.” It is absolutely true that revolutionary
intellectuals like Marx, Engels, Lenin, Luxemburg
and Trotsky made critically important contribu-
tions to the development of the revolutionary party.
The working class on its own because of its
cultural poverty as well as its general conditions
of existence which give it only a trade union
consciousness could not have developed the level
of consciousness Marx and others brought into
the working class movement. This is all true
and correct but like much that is true and correct
it becomes false and incorrect if it is posed, as
Marcus poses it, as the totality of the relation
between the workers and the intelligensia. It is
in fact only one side of this relationship,

WORKERS

Another side is that while men like Marx and
Lenin played a critical initiating role in the early
stages of the construction of the party and made
major contributions to :the construction of the
party at later stages they always, always viewed
their tasks as participation in the construction of
a workers party. From the very earliest moments
in their party building work they fought for the
party to be a party of workers, saw the necessity
for themselves to become integrated in a workers
party, insisted on workers not only being members
of the party but playing a leading role in the party
at every level, and their strength came from the
reliance at all times in the worker section of the
party.

Even that very first beginning of the party
Marcus mentioned, Marx and Engels’ intervention
in the League of the Just, was an intervention into
a group of workers not the creation of a separate
intellectual group barring workers from member-
ship but kind enough to allow workers to support
it. What disdain for the working class Marcus
represents! In everything he writes it comes
through. :

CONTRADICTORY

But there is even another side to this question
of the relation between the revolutionary intellec-
tual and the party. Reality is not only not one-
sided, it is not even two-sided--it is in fact all-
sided or infinitely sided. The role of the intellec-
tual within the party is actually extremely con-
tradictory. It is true he brings to the party a
greater theoretical ability, what Marcus calls the
ability to have ‘an overview’ of society. But he
also brings into the party two other interrelated
things quite harmful to the party. First, asa
man trained in bourgeois universities, he brings
with him the method of the universities--in the
United States this means pragmatism, Thus his
actual strength can become his deepest weakness
--his ability to theorize is in actuality an ability
to theorize with the methods of the bourgeoisie
and such methods inevitably lead to the tieing of
the working class movement to the bourgeoisie.

At the same time his method of thought is
reinforced by his actual class position in society
--his ties to the middle classes, He is the man
in the middle--he prefers muddleheadedness in
thinking, eclecticism like Marcus’, individualism
and subjectivism as against discipline and objec-
tive thinking, He wants a party which is a propa-
ganda circle of fellow intellectuals. The class
struggle for him is an idea--not his daily life.
Much of the time he understands one thing in his

*~head” ahd acts out another thing with his feet,

The winning over of the intellectual to the
working class requires a conscious battle against
the pragmatic method, a constant struggle to sub-
ordinate middle class individualism to the dis-
cipline of a proletarian party, a destruction of the
snobbery and pretensions of the ‘special position’
in society the middle class intellectual so much
cherishes,

WORKERS

Of course the workers who enter the party (that
is if not barred by Marcus as unfit for the elite
cadre) bring pragmatism and narrowness of thought
with them also. There can be no concessions to
the theoretical backwardness of this section of the
party also. But in fighting for the theoretical
development of workers within the party their
actual social conditions can reinforce dialectical
thinking while with the intellectual it works the
opposite way, Also the very conditions of life of
workers require discipline--the worker has no
illusion that he can have power separate from
numbers and cohesion, He joins the party precisely
because he wants to struggle and fight--the class
struggle is not an idea to him but his life, What
is required is the exact opposite movement as with
the intellectual--for his life to become conscious

--for the class struggle to be an idea, that is
theoretically understood, as well as his life,

It is very good for Marcus to recommend selec-
ted passages from Lenin’s ‘What is to be Done’,
about the importance of theory and the reactionary
character of those who tail the economism of the
workers, But perhaps the SDS Labor Committee
comrades should also -read ‘One Step Forward,
Two Steps Backward’, written only a short while
later when Lenin confronted a petty bourgeois
propagandistic rebellion in his party led precisely
by these revolutionary intellectuals who wanted
something like the SDS Labor Committee as a sub-
stitute for a combat party of workers. And Lenin
continued the fight against the revolutionary in-
tellectuals who could not change right up to and
including the moment of revolution always basing
himself on the proletarian wing of his party (a

~wing not to be allowed into Marcus’ cadre), Then

there was Trotsky’s struggle against the petty
Dbourgeois opposition within the Socialist Workers
Party documented in his book ‘In Defense of Marx-
ism¢‘, The current ISC is the-heirto this completely
revisionist grouping of the revolutionary intelli-
gensia who resisted breaking from the petty
bourgeoisie methodologically and in actual life,

MARCUS

We must conclude with Marcus’ own political
history for this he tells no one and herein lies the
very basis of the confusion in his theoretical
thought, Marcus spent some 20 years inside the
SWP. He existed in that party on the basis of an
unstated agreement--the SWP would not try to
change Marcus and Marcus would not try to change
the SWP,

Then to Marcus’ credit he made an attempt to
change the SWP and found himself soon out of the.
SWP. He then joined the Workers League (then
called the American Committee for the Fourth
International) on the principled basis of agreement
on the nature of the SWP, of the capitalist crisis
and of the general strategy for fighting to build
the movement as part of the Fourth International.

Soon thereafter our organization entered into
unity negotiations with the Spartacist League and.
Marcus became an active Supporter of this unifi-
cation. He did this, as became clear later, not
because he wanted to have a unified section of the
Fourth International in this country but as a jump-
ing off place for greater and bigger amalgams out
of which he could create his ‘intellectual cadre,’

When the unification fell through because of
Spartacist’s hostility to being a serious part of an
international movement Marcus waged a quicky
faction fight in our organization and up and joined
Spartacist, only to leave them atter amonthor two.

He has never been able to explain politically
his break with the Fourth International, Instead
he has turned his back on the whole struggle to
build an international movement based on the
theoretical foundations of the whole struggle for
Marxism since the days of Marx, Nowonder today
he cannot put forward a coherent theoretical alter-
native to the revolutionary Marxism of the Fourth
International., Instead he digs up schemes and
gimmicks from the past, old worn-out formulas
and reformist gimmicks about running the Federal
Reserve System without first taking power, Men-
shevik arguments against the combat party, com-
plete ignorance about the theory of the permanent
revolution or the central meaning of the transi-
tional program.
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SUPPORT FOR SHERWOOD GROWS

As we go to press we have
learned that the tricl of
Robert Sherwood, a member
of the Toronto Branch of the
Workers League, has been
postponed until December
23rd. Sherwoodis being char-
ged with violating the Canad-
ian Immigration Act (section
50f) for notdivulginganarrest
record upon his entry into
Canada in 1967.

The conviction which was
not reported resulted from
arrests in civil rights demon-
strations in Chicago, arrests
also involving Martin Luther
King, Jr. and Dick Gregory.
The charge is considered a
“‘misdemeanor’’ in the state
of Nlinois, not a felony. The
prosecution is a prelude to
the deportation of Sherwoodto
the United States who went
to Canada after faced with
trumped up draft delinquency
charges,

In New York City on Dec-
ember 6th, the Committee to
Defend Robert Sherwood was
set up to organize his defense
within the United States, A
similar committee is present-
ly being established in Cana-

BY A DC 50 MEMBER

NEW YORK-Gov. Rock-
efeller has decreed that the
'penalties of the Taylor Law
are to be applied in full mea-
sure to the hospital workers
who struck four mental hospi-
tals, Creedmor in Queens,
Manhattan State on Wards Is-
land, Bronx and Buffalo State
Hospitals for a ten day period
in November,

The workers acted to ensure
that they would be represented
by the union of their choice,
the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal
Employees, Council 50, andto
prevent Rockefeller from
again carrying through con-
tract negotiations with the Ci-
vil Service Employees Assoc-
iation, the company union of
his choice, for the 124,000
state employees.

Thirteen workers at Bronx
State Hospital, intially sus-
pended on charges that they
had committed ‘‘acts of vio-

lence’’, ‘‘threatened’”’ such
acts, ‘‘intimidated’’ and
‘‘harrassed’’ other employ-

ees, were permitted to return
to work, pending resolution
of the charges, only because
the workers at that hospital
threatened to resume their
strike, These workers have,
however, been ‘‘reassigned’’
at the hospital, pendinghear-
ings on the charges. At Man-
hattan State Hospital, three
workers were, in fact, sus-
pended on similar charges,

Lillian Koberts, State Men-
tal Hospital Organizational
Director for AFSCME, Coun-
cil 50, is presently serving
a thirty day jail sentence and

da where a considerable a-
mount of support within the
New Lemocratic Party and
the trade unions is being mus-
tered., Fred Mueller is the
Executive Secretary of the
American Committee,

SPONSORS
Among the initial sponsors

of the Committee are: Nor-
ma Becker, Coordinator, Vi-
etman Peace Parade Commi-
ttee; Tom Gordon, SDS Labor
Committee; Sy Landy, Inde-
pendent Socialist Clubs; Con-
rad Lynn, Civil Rights Attor-
ney; Pat Noonan, New School
SDS; Melody Philips, Dele-
gate, Local 1199, Hospital
Workers (*); Ramona Rips-
ton, Co-director, National E-
mergency Civil Liberties
Committee(*); Bill Rose, Act-
ing General Manager, The Gu-
ardian; Bill Scheicher, Dele-
gate, Social Service Employ-
ees Union of N.Y.(*); Sam
Smith, Revolutionary Com-
munist League(*); Lucy St,

John, Workers League; Harry
Turner; David White; Rowland
Watts, Workers Defense Lea-
gue(*), (*Organizational affil-

» SOSRIKERS, MOSTLY WOMEN, STOP SCAB FROM ENTERING CREEDMORE STATE HOSPITAL

has been fined $250, the max-
imum penalties allowed under
the Taylor Law. Robert Ful-
ler, president of Creedmor,
Local 69, is now serving a
twenty day jail sentence, and
has been fined $125,

Council 50 will lose its dues
check-off ‘‘privileges’ at
state mental hospitals.

THREAT

In the absence of organized
resistance by the unions, the
door has been opened to the
prosecution of teachers, san-
itation workers, firemen,so-
cial service workers, and all
city workers--and not only
for striking, but for job ac-
tions as well. In the face
of this threat, not only to
public service workers, but
to the entire labor movement
in the State, the business as
usual complacency of the labor
bureaucracy is a measure of
their incompetence and down-
right treachery to the wor-
kers.

The legal talent for District
50 requested bail pending ap-
peal of the sentences against
the two labor leaders, not
only on the basis that they
were responsible people who
could be depended on to serve
their sentences at the proper
time, but also, that they were
needed to keep the ranks in
line and from engaging in
‘‘wildcat’’ strikes such as
was threatened by the Bronx
State Hospital Workers .

Jerry Wurf, international
president of AFSCME, instead
of posing a united front of
the entire labor movement
in the state, let alone of city

[N (R Py

iation listed for identification
purpose only). More spon-
sors will be announced short-
ly.

SWP

The Socialist Workers
Party and the Young Social-
ist Alliance were repeatedly
asked to sponsor the Comm-
ittee, They refused on the
grounds that since the state-
ment upon which the Comm-
ittee was established support-
ed Sherwood on political
groundls -- that is recognised
the attack on Sherwood as
being politically motivated--

and was not strictly and
narrowly a civil liberties
statement, they could not

support the Committee,

It seems that the SWP is
willing to support anybody but
a Trotskyist, and on any
grounds so long as it is not
class grounds. We demand
that the SWP and YSA reverse
this shocking position and
assume  their elementary
working class responsibilities
to participate in a class de-
fense of a working class victim

of ruling class ‘‘justice’’

STATEMENT

The statement upon which
the Committee was estab-
lished is as follows:

““The indictment of Rob-
ert Sherwood, a member of
the Toronto Branch of the
Workers League, on a charge
of violating the Canadian Imm -
igration Act , is-a clear case
of political persecution, Sher-
wood has been singled out
for prosecution and the stage
is being set for his deport-
ation from Canada.

‘“This case involves far
more than draft resistance
or the Vietnam War, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Trudeau
has publically expressed his
fear of social unrest spilling
over from the U.S. into Can-
ada. The Rand Commission
Report is a direct attack on
Canadian trade wunions. In
the U.S. the incoming Nixon
Administration is preparing
to continue attacks on black
militants, radicals and the
entire working class move-
ment,

ROBERT SHERWOCD

‘“This prosecutionis a pol-
itical attack and it must be
answered politically. The
plans of the Canadian and U.S
rulers must be exposed and
the broadest support possible
won for Sherwood on this
basis. The Committee to
Defend Robert Sherwood is
being formed for this pur-
pose.”’

We urge the widest poss-
ible support for Sherwood °
among all working class tend-
encies, the trade unions and
the minority movement, Fin-
ancial support is desperately
needed for this case. Please
send contributions to: Comm-
ittee to Defend Robert Sher-
wood, Room 7, 243 East 10th
St., New York, N.Y. 10003

ROCKEFELLER
ATTACKS
DC 50 STRIKERS

and state public service wor-
kers in their own defense,
shrugs off the punitive mea-
sures, and declares them to
be ‘‘dudicrous.”” The only
‘‘action’’ Council 50 projects
thus far is a protest of the
suspensions to the Commis-
sioner of the Department of
Mental Hygiene!

Council 50 has achieved its
greatest success thus far, in
recruiting workers in the New
York metropolitan area, and
in the large upstate cities.
They have organized approxi-
mately 50,000 workers who
function as psychiatric atten-
dants, nurses’ aides, laundry,
dietary workers, and mainte-
nance workers, In the New
York area, an estimated 80%
of these workers are black
and Puerto Rican. In the
state as a whole, 60% of hos-
pital workers are from these
minority groups. Many of
these workers are often re-
quired to perform skilled spe-
cialized duties, and earn ap-
proximately $2 an hour,

The specially oppressed
black and Spanish speaking
workers, who have an unem-
ployment rate of atleasttwice
that of white workers, a gap
that has been widening in re-
cent months, have increas-
ingly accepted the low pay-
ing jobs in City and State
employment, in recent years,
as the wages paid by them
continues to fall further below
the levels paid by business
and industry,

Their determination in this
respect has been reenforced
by the victory of the hospi-
tal workers in the so-called

Voo i

voluntary hospitals, organized
Local 1199 in achieving a $100
minimum wage, District 37,
taking a leaf out 0f1199’s book,
has now demanded a minimum
wage of $6000 a year, with
a minimum increase of $1500
per year for City hospital
workers, beginning in Jan-
uary 1969,

ACT

The fines, firings and sus-
pensions of hospital workers,
is the concern of every trade
unionist in New York State,
It is necessary that this issue
be raised ineverytradeunion,
that guarantees of support to
the hospital workers in their
fight for union recognitionand
for a decent standard of life
be made, The unions, in re-
cognition that their ownunions
are under attack, should in-
form Gov. Rockefeller andthe
Dept. of Mental Hygiene, that
they stand ready to call a
general strike throughout the
state, if the hospital workers
are victimized, that they de-
mand that all charges against
all workers be dropped, that
the three suspended workers
at Manhattan State Hospital
be immediately re-instated
with full back pay for the
period of suspension already
served.

CAUCUS
It is clear that only the re-

placement of thelaborbureau-
cracy by the representatives
of the rank and file, on a
program of struggle in the
immediate and long term in-
terests of the membership
is vitally necessary. Hospi-
tal workers must organize
a rank and file caucus which
would demand that:

* all penalties under the
Taylor Law be immediately
dropped, and all workers re-
instated with full back wages.

* preparation to be made
for a sharp struggle to win
the $6000 minimum  wage
posed by Council 37 for city
hospital workers, as well as
other economic demands,
through a campaign to soli-
dify the union ranks in all
state hospitals and schools.

* a united front, not only
public service unions, but all
unions in the state welded
together against the union-
busting Taylor Law, and any
other law devised, andagainst
the coming offensive of the
ruling class.

* a political party repre-
senting the workers, a labor
party based on the unions,
be organized, which would run
workers candidates against
the representatives of the rul-
ing class, which would mount
an election campaign against
Lindsay and Rockefeller, in
the 1669 and 1970 City "and
State elections.

Editor: Tim Wohlforth
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BY LUCY ST. JOHN
Today the reactionary role played by black
nationalism in the working class is being revealed

through the growth of deepening divisions within -

the trade union movement between white and black
workers. We have only to look at the recent
teachers’ strike as well as the formation of
organizations like DRUM in the UAW. The reac-
tionary character of black nationalism is being
given a Marxist cover by revisionists such as
the Socialist Workers Party.,

The SWP defends its capitulation to black
nationalism on the basis of the discussions with
Trotsky on the Negro question during the period
1933-1938 which they have published under the
title ‘Leon Trotsky on Self-Determination and
Black Nationalism.’ The SWP has taken the
ambiguities as well as the incorrect conclusions
of this discussion along with a complete distortion
of Lenin’s work on the question of self-determina-
tion of nations to completely adapt toblack nationa-
lism,

LENIN
It is necessary therefore to go back not only tn

Trotsky’s discussion but to the development of
Marxist theory on the question of self-determina-
tion of nations particularly the work done by Lenin,

Lenin in his extensive writings on the national
question was attacked on two sides - one by Rosa
Luxemburg who denied the validity of the national
question under all circumstances and Otto Bauer
and the Bundists who advocated the slogan of
‘cultural and national autonomy,” Lenin began
his discussions with a discussion of method. He
differentiated between the historico-economic and
the psychological theories of the national question.
He attacked the conception of approaching the
national question by ‘juggling legal definitions’ or
inventing abstract definitions, Rather he said
that it had to be approached by examining the
historico-economic conditions of the national move -
ments. He stated that the ‘categorical requirement
of Marxist theory’ is to examine the question in
definite historical limits and that account be taken
of the specific features in relation tothe particular
country. ’

Above all Lenin insisted that the questionhadto
be considered from the standpoint of the class
struggle and that the slogans forself determination
must be compared with the interests and policies
of classes and not with ‘meaningless general
principles, declamations, and phrases.” Lenin
pointed out that demands for democracy, including
the demand for self-determination, are not absolute
but only a small part of the general socialist world
program. In individual cases, the part he said
may contradict the whole; if so it must be rejected.
Howeverthis does not in any case mean that you
throw out democratic demands as self-determina-
tion. ‘It is possible that the republican movement
in one country may be merely an instrument of the
clerical or financial monarchist intrigues of other
countries; if so, we must not support this particular,
concrete movement, but it would be ridiculous to
delete the demand for a republic from the program
of international Social Democracy.’

CONTEXT
In addition Lenin approached the whole question

of the right of nations to self determination not as
an abstract slogan but in the context of the whole
development of capitalism and with a definite
political content, He traced this demand through
the development of the nation states with the break
from feudalism to the development of the divi-
sions between oppressed and oppressor nations
under imperialism, He saw the demand not
abstractly but arising out of the historical develop-
ment of the class struggle., When he spoke of
self determination of nations heuseda very precise
definition. ‘The right of nations toself-determina-
tion implies exclusively the right to independence
in the political sense, the right to free political
separation from the oppressor nation, the right to
secede.’

Lenin defended the right of self determination
for nations and national minorities breaking out of
feudalism and oppressed under imperialism and
pointed out that it was necessary not only to fully
support the demand for political independence but
to unite the workers and peasants in the oppressed
countries in the fight for the unity of the world
working class and the socialist revolution. While

the negro, nation
and marxist theory

he was unconditionally in favor of this demand, he
pointed out that support to national movements
would depend on their character and that support

‘could not be givep to reactionary movements,

JEWS

Neither Lenin nor Trotsky approached this
question abstractly, While the Bolshevik move-
ment stood unequivocally in favor of the right of
nations to self determination, when the demand
arose it was considered in the context of the
material conditions and the development of the
class struggle. It is through this approach that
both Lenin and Trotsky fought against the concep-
tion of national determination for the Jews in
Russia on two fronts, first that the Jews did not
in fact constitute a nation and second the raising
of the question of self determination for the Jews
was reactionary and utopian,

When the Bund raised this question in the party
they were severely attacked. The idea of the
Jewish nation, Lenin said, was ‘absolutely false
and essentially reactionary,” He contendedthatthe
conception was ‘absolutely untenable scientifically’
and that ‘the idea that the Jews form a separate
nation is reactionary politically, Irrefutable practi-
cal proof of that is furnished by generally known
facts of recent history and of present day political
realities.” Lenin contended that there was absolu-
tely no material basis for the idea that the Jews
were a nation whether they wanted to be or thought
they were. In addition Lenin stated that ‘the idea
of Jewish nationality runs counter to the interests
of the Jewish proletariat for it fosters amongthem
directly or indirectly a spirit hostile to assimila~
tion, the spirit of the ‘ghetto’.,” Lenin pointed out
that Jewish nationalism didn’t end but legitimized
Jewish isolation, He stated that war must be pro-
claimed against this idea and that under no cir-
cumstances was this demand supported by the
Bolshevik party.

CULTURE

Not only did Lenin reject the conception of the
Jewish nation but also launched a lengthy attack
on the demand for ‘cultural and national autonomy’
which he called ‘refined nationalism’ (see Collected
Works, Volume 20). This demand was raised by
the Austrian Social Democrats, Bauer and Renner,
and was taken up by the Bundists. The conception
was that within one country the people of one and
the same nationality, regardless of their place of
residence, should form an autonomous national
union, which would have complete jurisdictionover
schools (separate schools for children of different
nationalities) and other spheres of education ana
culture, Tt might surprise some, particularly the
revisionists, that black control of the black com-
munities is not new,

Lenin pointed out that the slogan of working-
class democracy was not ‘national culture’ but
the international culture of democracy and the
world-wide working class movement, ‘It is that
all liberal -bourgeois nationalism sows the greatest
corruption among the workers and does immense
harm to the cause of freedom and the proletarian
class struggle. ‘National culture’ is the culture
of the bourgeoisie and under the slogan the bour-
geoisie pursues the policy of splitting the workers.
Lenin counterposed working class democracy to
nationalism which means the demand for the
‘unconditional unity and complete amalgamation of
workers of all nationalities in all working class
organizations - trade unions, co-operative, con-
sumers, educational and others.’

FRAUD

Lenin called ‘national culture’ a ‘bourgeois
fraud’, and said that whoever put forward such a
slogan was the enemy of the proletariat, He said
that those who advocate it are among the nationa-
list petty-bourgeoisie, not among the Marxists
and the working class. Lenin attacked the pro-
moters of national culture among the Jews for
trying to turn back the wheel of history. He said
that their desire to segregate the workers accord-
ing to nation and to fight against ‘assimilation’
was totally reactionary. ‘£11 advocacy of the
segregation of the workers of one nation from
those of another, all attacks upon Marxist ‘assi-
milation’ or attempts where the proletariat is
concerned to contrapose one national culture is
bourgeois nationalism, against which it is essen-
tial to wage a ruthless struggle.” Lenin empha-

WORKERS LEAGUE

The Workers League held its third National
Conference on Nov. 22-24 in New York City.
Represented were delegates from New York,
Toronto, Cincinnati, Minneapolis, San Francisco
and a fraternal delegate from the International
Committee of the Fourth International.

The conference both reflected the changes
which had already taken place within the Work-
kers League through the fight over the past
year to intervene in the trade unions around the
labor party demand and also projected the need
for further internal development of the organ-
ization to prepare it for even deeper interven-
tion in the class in the coming period of inten-
sified class struggles.

The conference reaffirmed the basic orient-
ation of the League to penetrate the trade unions
while at the same time stepping up the struggle
against the revisionist distorters of Marxism
particularly among the student youth. With the
International Report and running as a thread
through all the discussions at the conference
was a battle to understand American political
developments within the context of internation-
alism and a struggle against a constant tendency’
for the reassertion of a national and pragmatic

sized that Marxism cannot be reconciled with
nationalism and that by advocating cultural-nation-
al autonomy ‘despite the pious wishes of indivi-
duals and groups, divides the nations and in fact
draws the workers and the bourgeoisie of any one
nation closer.’

EQUALITY

Lenin said that Marxists recognize the equa-
lity of nations as it is essential to comradely
unity in the workers’ class struggle. But he
differentiated between this demand for equality
in a class program from the demand for bour-
geois national equality which amounts in practice
to advocating national exclusiveness and chauvinism
and the division and estrangement of nations.

“This is absolutely incompatible with proleta-
rian internationalism which advocates not only
closer relations between nations, but the amalga-
mation of the workers of all nationalities in a
given state in a united proletarian organization.
That is why Marxists emphatically condemn so-
called cultural-national autonomy, i.e,, the idea
that educational affairs should be taken out of
the hands of the state and transferred to the
respective nationalities. This plan means that
in questions of ‘national culture’ educational af-
fairs are to be split up in national associations
according to the nationalities in the given state
federation, each with its own separate Diet, edu-
cational budgets, school boards, and educational
institutions.’

NEGROES

It is with this background that we approach the
Negro question in the United States. We state that
the Negroes do not constitute a nation ora national
minority that there is no material basis for this
conception in the context of historical, economic,
and political development. We state that whether
or not the Negroes may want a nation sometime
in the future is not the basis on which the con-
ception of nation is based. We reject a psycho-
logical and subjective analysis'of this question.
We say that the Negroes are no more a nation
today than the Jews were in, Russia. None of the
material or political economic’ conditions exist
which would make the Negroes a nation: comman
territory, economic system, language, and culture
as well as a striving towards an independent eco-
nomic existence,

In order for capitalism to develop in the U.S.
it was necessary as Lenin puts it to ‘grind down’
national divisions in order to develop a cohesive
and disciplined working class. Capitalism would
never have developed in the U.S. if each national
minority had been allowed to set up its own state.
ts Trotsky points out that ‘Russia took form as a
state made up of nationalities is the result of her
historic belatedness,’ It was absolutely necessary
for the American capitalists not only to abolish
slavery but to assimilate the Negro people into
class society. While the Negroes were assimi-
lated into class society, into the productive pro-
cess, at the same time it was necessary to
continue the discrimination of the Negro through
racism to divide the working class.



Dec. 16. 1968

BULLETIN

Page 11

HOLDS CONFERENCE

outlook on all levels within the League. This
is nothing more than a reflection of the pressure
of the petty bourgeoisie.

An extensive discussion was also held on
the Negro question--particularly in relation to
the misconceptions put forward by Trotsky in
his 1939 discussions and the attempts of the
SWP to turn these misconceptions into a react-
tionary adaptation to black nationalism. The
article on this page by Lucy St. John reflects
this discussion and marks the beginning of our
theoretical work on this critical question.

Future issues of the BULLETIN will carry
more material on the conference including the
“International and Economics reports.

Over and over during the conference it was

emphasized that every aspect of party work
must be centered onthe BULLETIN. The fight
for the BULLETIN is the very center of the
fight for the party and for the world Trotskyist
movement. The Political Committee has now
decided to expand the paper to 12 pages and to

conduct @ campaign to triple paid circulation
by this Fall and at that time launch the BULL-
ETIN as a weekly paper.

The Negroes today do not exist in relation to
the capitalist class as a separate nation but rather
as a part of the class society, doubly burdened not
only with class oppression but racial discrimina-
tion so that they share more —proportionally in
unemployment, unskilled jobs, etc. That this is
the case is revealed in the struggles of the Negro
people not historically for a separate nation but
for political, economic and social equality. The
nationalist movements in this country beginning
with Garvey have never been supported by the
Negro working class and are not today. The
petty bourgeoisie have been the mentors of the
demand for a separate nation.

We say that the demand for self determina-
tion for the Negro people is a reactionary demand
- that it legitimizes the racial divisions, the
‘ghetto’ and aids the bourgeoisie in maintaining
racism, that it divides the working class.,

. TROTSKY

It is within the context of the discussions of
the national question within the Marxist move-
ment and the historical political conditions of
the United States and from the standpoint of the
class struggle, that we approach Trotsky’s dis-
cussion on the Negro question, The Workers
League contends today that Trotsky’s conclusions
in this discussion were basically incorrect. Trot-
sky was indeed a genius but not a god.

Trotsky in this discussion contended that the
SW P should support the demand for self determina-
tion ‘if the Negroes themselves want it.” At the
same time he stated that the Negroes are ‘a race
and not a nation.” He said the SWDP should ‘not
obligate the Negroes to become a nation; if they
are, then that is a question of their consciousness,
that is what they desire and what they strive for.’
He saw the demand for a black state as a ‘sign of
moral and political awakening’ and as a ‘tremen-
dous revolutionary step.” In his approach to thé
question of whether the Negroes are a nation,
Trotsky appears to be relying on a totally sub-
jective and psychological basis of analysis as he
puts it ‘their feelings and their impulses’, rather
than an objective analysis.

Trotsky at the time admitted that he had very
little information on the Negro in the United States.
His statements are far from definitive on the
question and often contradictory. Trotsky at the
time was concerned primarily with turning the
SWP around and forcing it to take up the struggle
for the Negro people which they had literally
ignored. Trotsky’s conclusions appear to be
based solely on the need for the SWP to turn to
the Negro masses without a clear analysis of the
historical, political, and social role of the Negro
in the U.S.

We believe that Trotsky was wrong in seeing
this demand as a revolutionary step; in that period
as well as today it meant the dividing of the work-
ing class., Trotsky realized that the demand could
have this effect if black and white workers had been
united in struggle, Nowhere, nowhere, we repeat,
does Trotsky call for black nationalism or in any

way advocate cultural nationalism.

SWP

Today the SWP has taken every ambiguity and
incorrect conclusion in this pamphlet and is using
it to give a cover to the most reactionary ideas
which serve one purpose and one purpose only
and that is to divide the working class and thus
aid the capitalist class,

Their method and their conclusions have ab-
solutely nothing to do with Marxism, with Trot-
skyism, Today the question of self determina-
tion for the SWP has become an abstract principle,
a moral principle, abstracted from the class strug-
gle., The right of self determination of nations
has become the ‘right’ for groups to control their
destiny or more crudely their right to ‘do their
own thing’ if that is what they want, What it boils
down to in practice is that if you are black you
are never wrong and can never be corrected--
whatever you want is good and you are right,
The Negro people cannot be given leadership as
part of the working class by the revolutionary
party.

The logic of this position should be clear and
was brought home at the YSA convention when the
YSAers were addressed by a Black Panther who
told them they were not the revolutionary party,
that the Black Panthers were the only revolutio-
nary party and he was applauded. Accordingly,
the SWP should disband tomorrow. What the
SWP has done is to raise the conception of an
abstract, moral right above the class struggle
and the needs of the working class and the revolu-
tionary party.

Black nationalism is nothing more than a mo-
dern version of cultural nationalism. The SWP
has never defended theoretically the idea of the
Negroes as a nation although they give lip ser-
vice to it., It is even admitted that the Negro
was ‘‘totally stripped of the culture and values
acquired on the African continent.”” What black
nationalism is calling for is the reversion, turn-
ing back the wheel of history, to the times when
the Negroes lived under tribalism, reviving a
primitive culture. This as Lenin points out is
the most reactionary form of nationalism. The
demand for ‘‘blackification,”’ Afro-American au-
tonomy and control of educational institutions
only perpetrates the segregation of black and
white workers and continues the ‘‘ghetto.’”’

CAPTIALISTS
Today every black capitalist and petty bour-
geois has taken up the demand for black cul-
ture, Black capitalists such as Jesse Jackson

are seen as the friends of the black transit
workers.,

Today the Ford Foundation has become the
hero in the fight for, black control of the schools,

pouring millions of dollars into community control
while the white workers the teachers become in
the eyes of the nationalists the enemies, As
Lenin said cultural nationalism draws the workers
closer to the bourgeoisie.

Black nationalism has served to split the work-
ing class, This is exposed particularly within
the trade union movement. Where white and black
workers have joined in struggle against the boss
as in.the UAW and the Chicago Transit strike
with the intervention of the nationalists, this unity
has been broken with the demogogy of black
capitalism, black is beautiful, Rather than amal-
gamating the working class in a united organ-
ization, the nationalists call for separate organ-
izations, separate unions. 1In every single in-
stance, black nationalism has served to divide
the working class. We say that black nationalism
is absolutely against the interests of the black
workers that it will only lead them to defeat.

The Workers League stands today 100% against
black nationalism in all its forms. We say
that the key to the class struggle must be the
unity of the working class, united in trade unions,
in the revolutionary party. Racism cannot be
fought through black nationalism which is a di-
version for black workers to keep them from
fighting their real enemy -the capitalist class,
economically and politically, Black nationalism
only aids racism; it prevents the mobilization
of black and white workers against the system
of which racism is an inherent part.

There is no separate solution for the Negro
people outside of the struggles of the world work-
ing class. There is no separate program. This
Trotsky made clear, The fight against racism
and every form of discrimination must be combined
with the class struggle as a whole. The fight
for equality, for black representation must become
an integral part of the fight for socialism, The
Workers League rather thanaccepting the divisions
created by capitalist society and adapting to them
calls for the organizations of the working class
to take up the struggles of the Negro people and
to unite the class politically in the fight to create
a political arm of the entire working class, black
and white, a labor party.

The struggles of the workers in the United
States cannot be separated from the struggles
of workers all over the world. The struggles
of the workers and students in France last spring
pointed the way. In the next period the struggles
of the working class, particularly in Europe,
will give tremendous impetus and leadership to
the working class, both black and white, in the
U.S. Black workers will see that their brothers
are the workers in France, England, Italy and
not the black capitalists or the Ford Foundation,
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SWP MISLEADS THE NEGRO PEOQPLE
WITH DEMANDS FOR BLACK CONTROL
AND BLACK SCHOOLS. LENIN ATTAC-
KED SUCH SLOGANS FOR CULTURAL
NATIONALISM AS REACTIONARY.
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BY A SEWARD PARK STUDENT

NEW YORK--This past
week there have been student
strikes throughout the -city
demanding that students be
given back their vacations and
the extra forty-five minutes
a day of school time. Many
students, justifiably angry
about these questions, have
been demanding that the tea-
chers not be paid for over-
time, They are claiming that
the teachers’ strike was rac-
ist, and that teachers are
“getting paid for striking’’.
What position should radical
students take on this ques-
tion?

Before taking a position,
students must understand the
class role of education, and
the class forces involved in
community control, and the
teachers’ strike,

Like all parts of the super-
structure of capitalist soc-
iety. the educational process

reflects the class struggle
The bourgeoisie utilizes edu-
cation to continue its rule
by, on the one hand, brain-
washing students and teach-
ing them to accept discipline
and on the other hand teach-
ing them the minimum skills
which will enable them to pro-
duce profits for the bourgeoi-
sie,

The ruling class teaches
students that this is the best
and the only possible s.ocietys,
They teach students to view
all the complexities of modern
society with the ‘‘common
sense’’ of the bourgeoisie,

To use the educational sys-
tem for the benefit of stu-
dents and the rest of the
working class, we must oppose
bourgeois control of schools
with the concept of working
class control of society as a
whole,

COMMUNITY
The concept of community

control says nothing about
what class in the ’’commun-
ity’’ should control education.
Does a black ex-slum lord
like Rhody McCoy represent
the interests of the black
masses? Is the Ford Foun-
dation interested in equality
for blacks? No! The reason
why agents of big business
such as Mayor Lindsay and
George McBundy of the Ford
Foundation support commun-
ity control is that it not only
continues bourgeois control
of schools, but it also per-
mits them to direct the mili-
tancy of the Black people aga-
inst the teachers’ union,
through their agents like Mc-
Coy.

The cause of the teachers’
strike was the arbitrary
transfer of nineteen teachers
from P.S. 27, on the basis
of their opposition to com-
munity control. This was a

deliberate attack on the UFT,

CHAOS HITS NYC SCHOOLS

Many students will say that
the Board of Education by-
laws do not require due pro-
cess for teachers who trans-
fer, which is true, However,
the legalistic and abstract slo-
gan of ‘‘due process’’ evades
the fact that the local board’s
action was an attack on the
teachers’ union and the rights
of teachers. As for the right
to transfer ‘‘white racist tea-
chers,’’ this was just an ex-
cuse for the anti-unionaction,

STUDENTS

Students must recognize
that the teachers’ strike was
justified, The right to jobse-
curity was at stake. Students
must also recognize the role
of Shanker in this strike. If,
instead of talking about ‘‘mob
rule’’ and appealing to rac-
ism, he had supported the de-
mands of black workers and
students for equality, the
teachers would have had the

support of Black people in-
stead of their opposition.

“‘Community control’’ is a
tool of the bourgeoisie, and
must be opposed with the slo-
gan of workers’ control, i.e,,
students, teachers and par-
ents, Students must call on
teachers to jointhem instrug-
gle for better education, and
to kick out Shanker, who stands
in the way of unity.

Students  must recognize
that the City violated the tea-
chers contract and caused the
strike. Instead of opposing
the right of overtime for tea-
chers, students should call for
teachers to receive their full
salaries without the necessity.
of working overtime, The
UFT should fully support the
students struggles against the
extra 45 minutes and holiday
lose. Its the Board of Edu-
cation’s fault, Let them give
up their holidays.

Teachers Key to SF State Victory

BY DEBORAH 0'CONNELL
The struggle at SFSC
has reached a critical stage,
It is already endangered by
adventurism., Without a clear
perspective , a strategic
orientation, the present con-
fusion and anarchy will lead
inevitably to defeat,
This crisis can be inter-
preted in one and only one

way. It is an attack on ev-
ery ‘‘sacred right”’ of the
bourgeois university. It re-

presents a clear move by the
state to destroy all the hard
won rights of academic free-
dom and to smash -every ves-
tige of the independence of
the university from the state:

A victory for the state will
mean that it’will have won
the right to deal with dissent
through the method of the
purge, It will mean also that
a step has been taken towards
the destruction of faculty
rights, the right of all student
tendencies to exist andorgan-
ize politically will be en-
dangered, and ultimately ,
state control over the right
to independent investigation.
This, in embryo at SFSC, is
the beginning of the march
toward the corporate state.

The confrontation at State
is not a mistake due to con-
fusion or to a series of
blunders. It is a reflection
of a very sharp movement
of the international capitalist
class to the right. This move-
ment will not be arrested
through compromises, Those
days ended with the end of the
capitalist boom.

DEFENSE

The fundamental fight on
State is the defense of demo-
cratic rights., If this is lost
nothing else can be won. A

struggle that unites the stu-
dents and the faculty to win
the essential issues will mean
that a strong and united force
will have been forged to go
on to further gains.

The key to victory is the
faculty organized intothe AFT
and gaining Central Labor
Council sanction for the
strike. The task before stu-
dents and faculty is to turn
the struggle on campus into
a class struggle, This is
the only way to win. Any-
thing that detracts from or
opposes such a strategy is
a reactionary diversion,

The essential demands are
duite clear. (1) OUST HAYA-
KANZ, (2)NO DISCIPLINARY
MEASURES OR REPRISALS
AGAINST ANY PARTICIPANT
IN THE STRIKE BY THE
STATE., (3) POLICE OFF
CAMPUS IMMEDIATELY .
(4) THE RIGHT TO FREE
SPEECH, PRESS, ASSEMBLY
AND ORGANIZATION FOR
ALL TENDENCIES ON CAM-
PUS. (5) THE REINSTATE-
MENT OF GEORGE MURRAY
AND ALL FACULTY THR-
EATENED BY DISMISSAL.

It would be an illusion.to
think that winning these de-
mands will end the matter,
This 1is only the beginning.
We must be prepared for
continuing attacks on faculty
and students rights, there will
be a slashing of educational
funds, social welfare benefits
and the launching of attacks
on the trade unions, This is
unavoidable as the deepening
crisis drives the bourgeoisie
to the right.

It would also be an illusion
to think that university auto-
nomy from the state or an
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end to police brutality or the
funds necessary to really
change the educational system
can be won by striking the
university., This is a more
fundamental fight, a fight for
state power.
TENDENCIES

In this light it is necessary
to investigate the role of all
political tendencies on campus
and their perspectives for
leading the strike.

The Black Students Union
and the Third World Liber-
ation Front have posed a
series of demands which are
completely reformistandhave
played the role of muddying
up, confusing and ultimately
betraying the strike, The
demands for a Black Studies
Dept., administration, money
and posts can all be met by
the state without checking its
reactionary marchtowardthe
destruction of the indepen-
dence of the university, which
is the critical issue.

It is absolutely clear that
the university is scrambling
as fast as it can to meet
these demands, to defeat the
strike and to procede from
there to the task of smashing
every radical tendency on
campus.

The question of rehiring
George Murray is a central
question., It is a clear
issue of the state interfer-
ing to dump Murray for his

politics., This is the funda-
mental issue which under-
neath it all has united the

campus in a critical battle
for four weeks, constiously
or unconsciously.

It is the unconsciousness
and inability to differentiate
between reformist demands
and a critical class issue
which has led to the confus-
ion and anarchy on campus
and if unchecked will leave
the way open to defeat.

In addition to the BSU &
TWLF, the SWP-YSA has
compounded the tendencies
toward reformism, confusion
and anarchy by not only tail-
ending the BSU-TWLF, but
becoming its extremely soph-
isticated mouthpiece, its most
eloquent spokesman, This

major force which masquer-
ades as a Trotskyist party,
has since taken a back seat
to the BSU, content to let
it do the driving. The Mili-
tant goes no further than
reportage in its coverage of
SFSC, uncritical, in no way
posing the leadership of the
revolutionary party,

The other main tendency
on campus, SDS- PL, has
attempted to take leadership
by logically following out the
program of the BSU, again
essentially reformist, with a
major campaign against the
police. On the one hand it
poses a reformist struggle
immediately, on the other it
poses the university ‘corp-
oration’ in the same realm as
the factory, tries to draw
analogies between the repres-
sion of the students and the
workers, also posing the goal
of revolution. But what it
fails to do is develop a class
perspective and program for
class struggle on campus,
based on the faculty organized
into the union and a fight for
Labor Council sanction
Therefore PL-SDS cannot go
beyond a reformist struggle
no matter what its rhetoric
or analogies between workers
and student struggles, Itcan-
not develop a class perspec-
tive and therefore becomes
another spokesman for an-
archy and hopeless confront-
ations,

The last force is the faculty
itself which has attempted to
take leadership, Its most
conscious layers have been
the backbone from the begin-
ning. However, its demands
range from classroom size
to the nature of the Board of
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Trustees without differentia-
tion. On the one hand, class
room size can be negotiated
and Hayakawa must be dumped
but the essential nature of the
bourgeois education system
cannot be changed wunder
capitalism, therefore it is a
revolutionary demand and
cannot be won at this time
with a strike at SFSC. All
these demands and several
more are lumped together by
the faculty, willy-nilly, with-
out a perspective of prior-
ities or a program for going
forward.

Arrayed against this dis-
array is a formidable right
wing,” headed by S.I. Haya-
kawa, puppet of the rightwing
Ronald Reagan, whose strings
are controlled by the right
wing bourgeoisie, which will
soon dance the right Wwing

Nixon before our eyes. The
stage is set.

Over and over again it is
going to be made clear that
only the program of the Fourth
International, of the Workers
League, can provide leader-
ship for the coming struggles.
Over and over, the inade-
quacy and bankruptcy of
reformist politics is going
to be made clear, Out of a
fight to build the revolution-
ary party, that penetrates the
class and turns its struggles
toward political power, away
from bourgeois politics, to-
ward an independent labor
party , comes an iron clad
alternative to the rotting cap-
italist system, capable of ab-
solute political clarity and

resnonsible leadershin. This
is the answertolaw andorder,

This is the answer to the two
party system and its puppet
Hayakawa.



