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‘LaborParty
FightRips
St.Louis
- Conferenc

BY DAN FRIED

ST. LOUIS, Mo.

—The foundmg convention of “Labor for
Peace,” held here on June 23-24, and attended by 985 delegates
from 35 International unions from 32 states, was the largest
gathering of its kind since the beginning of the anti-war move-
ment. It reflected the tremendous movement of the working class
in opposition to the war and against the attacks by the U.S.
corporatlons and their government through the Pay Board,

increasing speed-up and unemployment.

Despite the attempts of the labor bureaucrats, who were running the confer-
ence, to keep the question of political action and the 1972 elections out of the

- proceedings, the conference marked a new step forward in the struggle for a
break with the Democrats and -

for the formation of a labor
Jparty.

It was this perspective, head-
lined in the Bulletin around the

call of the Minneapolis Central

Labor Union Council for the for-
mation of a third party *‘with
labor as its core’’ for the '72
elections, and in a resolution for
the labor party sponsored by four
delegates, that was at the center
of all the conference proceed-
ings.

The conference was a struggle
‘between those forces. in the labor
movement moving toward a
‘labor party, expressed conscious-
ly by the Workers League,
against the labor bureaucrats led
by Emil Mazey of the UAW,
David Livingston of District 65,
Harry Bridges of the ILWU,
Jerry Wurf of AFSCME-and
others in alliance with the Com-
munist Party. The CP seeks to

maintain the subordination of the . §

trade union -movement to the

capitalist - class  through McGo-

vern and the Democrats.

Despite every bureaucratic ef-

fort of these labor leaders to
hamstring the distribution of
leaflets and sale of literature, the
Bulletin containing - the Mani-
festo on “The Case for a Labor
Party” and a leaflet for the labor
party was brought forcefully to
the  attention of the delegates

UE
President
Calls For

Labor Party
See Story Page 3.

from the very beginning.
The demand for the labor party

-could not be ignored by the con-

ference leaders. One of the very
first speakers, Jerry Wurf,
President of the American
Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees

(AFSCME) and a member of the™

AFL-CIO Executive Council,
launched an attack on the labor
(Continued On Page 18)°
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Over 50,000 construcﬁon workers marched in Penn. againsf courts, See sfory' onpage 5..

Think About Wallace

Bulletin reporters David North and Bruce McKay recently travelied to Alabama, the
state which George Wallace has governed for eight of the last 10 years. The fol Iowmg o
article is the sixth of a series on where Wallace really sfands. ;

George Wallace became Alabama’s governor in. 1963. He was de- ok
termined right from the start to break the state’s grewing labor

movement and hold back the dnve by workers for a;iezeent stam@nl .

of living.

It was with this objec-
tive that he whipped up
the racist hysteria that
swept Alabama while
right-wing extremists

INSIDE
Juan Farinas
Speaks
| From Prison

Pnge 17

ﬂourished.

The American working
class has fought its most dif-
ficult battles in the South.
Racism has been' the brutal
weapon of southern em-
ployers and when that failed,
they have not hesitated to use
the police, national guard,
and the Ku Klux Klan to
smash unions.

Even after the 1930’s, the South

was the desert of the union move-
ment. This was not hecause sou-
thern workers lacked the rmpili-
tanciy of their northern brothers.

STRIKES
One of the great strikes of the

summer of 1934 took place in

Alabama, when the State Coun-

ciI af Textile Workers called out =
20,000 workers in 24 mills! The *

workers ‘demanded a §12. mi-
nirpum wage for a ﬂnrty hour :
week.:

The response of the. textﬂe
bosses was ferocious. Machine
gun nests were set up around the

mills, police jailed citizens who

spoke to strikers, union leaders

"were kidnapped, strikers were

evicted from their homes, and
measures were faken to cut off
strike relief.

EDGARTON

“Even God Almighty,” de- -

clared John E. Edgarton, pre-

sident of the Southern States In-

(Continued On Pa‘g‘e )
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NLF Drive Advances
Despite U.S. Bombing

BY MELODY FARROW

Ina desperate attempt to beat back a new NLF offensive developing around
Hue, Nixon last week ordered the most massive bombing of North Vietnam in

the hlstory of the war.

Hanoi itself became the tar—
get of American bombs that
destroyed residential dis-
tricts and-a tuberculosis hos-
pital in the heart of the city.

Over ‘the weekend, a major .

steel plant near Hanoi was
struck by 2,000 pound. bombs.

B-52’s continued to pound the
critical dike system in order to

precxpxtate a flood durmg the .

IRA Provos
Call Truce
‘With Britain
~ BYED SMITH
The Provisional Wing of the

Irish Republican Army has
announced a ceasefire for

“‘offensive operations’’
. against British troops in Nor-

" thern Ireland, effective mid-
night June 2.

The Tory administrator in Nor-

thern Ireland, William - White--

law, said he would ‘‘obviously re-
ciprocate” the offer. Whitelaw is
.also believed to have pledged the
release of 373 men interned
without trial, a less visible
British presence, and a role for
the Provisionals in future talks
on the future of Ulster.

Thus the Provos have joined
the Official Wing of Repub-
licanism in ignominiously
crumpling before the “peace of-
fensive’’ orchestrated by British
imperialism. The campaigr, de-

- signed to undercut resistance by
Catholic workers to British
direct rule, was conducted by the
Catholic Church and the various
reformists of the Social De-

mocrati¢ and Labour Party, in
,dxrect consultatlon with Whlte-
law. ‘

This is a most dangerous time
for the Ulster working class. The
“Provisional retreat has only en-
couraged reactionary forces who
are. thirsting for a pogrom and
‘the opening up. of the no-go areas

. controlled by the IRA in Belfast
" and Derry to. the army and
police.

" REPUBLICANISM
The  Provisionals’ switch * to

collaboration with direct rule isa

reflectmn of the reactionary part
played by Republicanism in this
-period, which now proceeds
“against the movement of . the
working class.

The floating of the pound is the
latest expression of the insoluble
crisis - affecting British im-
perialism. As a start the float
‘means food prlces in Ulster will
skyrocket. The crisis means that
Ulster workers, Protestant and

Catholic, face a’future of being -

ground into even greater po-
* verty. This is why the Pro-
visionals®-acceptance of direct
rule is'so criminal.
In the South of Ireland, mass
- meetings of union members have
voted down a national wage
-agreement that is essential for
the Lynch government’s entry
into. the Common Market.

impending monsoon season that

could kill thousands of Vxet-~

namese people. :
This calculated genocide
reflects the hysteria that is
seizing the White House. All the
military tactics applied by Nix-
on—the mining, smart bombs;
etc.—have not prevented the
North Vietnamese and NLF from
fighting the Saigon puppets.
‘At the same time, the Thieu

“regime is in the throes of the.
_deepest crisis. Last week, 8,000

people were swept into the con-
centration camps of Thieu and
his American financiers. The
military - puppet. overturned on
Tuesday the sham constitution of
South Vietnam in order to rule by
decree.

Hundreds of students held
rallies against the draft af-
firming that ‘‘the students and
people will not die for im-
perialism.”’

Soviet President Nicolai Pod-
gorny visited Hanoi the weekend
of June 17th, which ‘was des-
cribed by Vietor Louis, a Soviet
journalist as ‘“‘aimed.at stopping
bostilities on all fronts so that
new negotiations can get under

way...that could lead to a re-

ferendum or new electxons in the

" South.”
. Nixon obliged Podgorny by cal- .

ling a bombing pause: over Hanoi
during his stay but stepped up the
bombing raids throughout the
rest of the North. Hanoi has
charged that bombers are re-
peatedly attackmg the dike

system threatening millions " of
people with flooding and famine.

At the same time Kissinger has
flown back to Peking for another
round of secret talks on Viet-
nam. The Chinese leadership has
recently made it clear that it is
willing to join the imperialists'in
ending the war. The New York

- Times has reported that China is

openly expressing its opposition
to the North Vietnamese of-
fenisve and seeks instead ‘‘more
astute and subtle methods.”

STAB

Both the Soviet and Chinese
Stalinists. are moving to stab the
Vietnamese revolation in the
back. They are drawn together
out of mutual fear of the tre-
mendous movement of the
working class which in ovei-
turning capitalism will destroy
all their bureaucratic power and
privileges.

SIHANOUK «

As revealed by Prince Si-
hanouk of Cambodia, they are
willing to agree to a deal which

. would leave elements of the

hated Thieu regime in place and

-which would partition Indochina

even further.

The Stalinists begm not with
world revolution but with
““peaceful co-existence’’ with ca-

pitalism. It will be no.easy task .

to impose this on, the Viet-
namese liberation fighters whose
struggle is now strengthened by

“the movement of workers in

Europe and the U.S.

New York Times
Endorses Allende's
Road To Soc:ahsm

A CORRESPONDENT
An editorial in the June 20,1972
New York Times gives full sup-
port to the “moderate and con-

ciliatory’® -approach of the

Chilean Communist Party in Dr.

" Salvador Allende’s Popular Um-

ty coalition.

In opposition to the Re-

volutlonary Left Movement
(MIR) and sections of the So-
cialist - Party ‘“‘openly cynical
about Dr. Allende’s attempt to
lead the country to socialism by
democratic, constitutional
means,’’ the Times coun-
tefposes the program of the CP:
-an end to extension of the Pop-

ular Unity coalition’s programs, -

negotiations with the Christian

Democrats, and a “working re- -

‘lationship> with private busi-
ness. : ' :

~““This decision may force the’

President to crack down hard on
the MIR...but this is infinitely
preferable to-a continuation of

drift and polarization that-
“carried a genuine threat of civil .

-war or a military takeover. It
should always be the objective of
Chile’s . now-united - democratic
opposition not to force Dr.

salvador Allende ‘

Allende out of office, but to make
his.Government play by well-es-
tablished rules,”” notes the
Times. :

In other words, says the Times,
as long as Allende continues to
try to weaken and demoralize the
working class by collaborating
with - capitalism and eracking

-down on rebellious elements, he

should be left to do im-
perialism’s work.

Soviet opposiﬁownist Pyotr Yakir was recently arrested and iiled
for his refusal to stop criticisms against the Stalinist regime.

Kremlin Jails
Pyotr Yakir

BY AFOREIGN REPORTER
On June 21, the Kremlin bureaucracy arrested

Pyotr Yakir. This is the climax of years of harass-.

ment and threats against Yakir, the son of a former
Red Army general who was purged by Stalin in 1937.

In the last few months, Ya-

'kir’s apartment has been

searched several times.
These searches have been ac-
companied by the con-
fiscation of manuscripts,

books and other materials. He
is now expected to be tried on
charges of anti-Soviet ac-
tivities.

Yakir spent his entlre youth ,

and young adult years.in prison
_camps following the execution of
his father. Now nearly 50, he has
spent the last 20 years of his life
in determined struggle against
the bureaucracy. Having suf-
fered so much under Stalin, he

- clearly does not fear the dic-

tators’ heirs. -

The arrest of Yakir took place
just days after word had spread
of . the circulation in Moscow of
an opposition document calling

| upon the Soviet working class to -
- carry on the struggle against the
. bureaucracy. This may have trig-

gered the. action of the secret

" police.

OPPOSITION
The opposition document is cir-
culating in versions of 200,,600
and 1200° words. It reflects the

tremendous growth of opposition

to the bureaucracy, no longer
confined to the intellectuals or to

the youth, but reaching into

broader layers of the working
class.

The document was stuffed into
mailboxes in workers’ neigh-
borhoods. Addressed to workers
in-an agltatxonal form, it calls at-
tention to rising prices and con-

tmmng low wages, despite the -

promises of the bureaucracy of
1mprovements in living stan-

_dards.

The opposition openly calls

upon Soviet workers to follow the
example set by their Polish bro-
thers in December 1970, when
they struck against inflation and
low wages and won important
economic concessions as well as
a relaxation of censorship. The

-document also calls attention to

the struggles of workers in the

. West for economic gains and
democratic rights.

BETRAYING
Correctly. accusing the bureau-
cracy of defaming socialism and
betraying the goals of the re-
volution, the writers of the do-

cument state: ‘“We have no so--

cialism in our land! How can
there be socialism with 20 times
as many spongers and bosses as
there were in czarist Russia!
How can it be socialism if the
workingman’s average wage is

-100 rubles and the income of a
- high official several thousand a

month!

“How can it be socialism if the
people are virtually deprived of
their most elementary rights:
freedom of speech, of the press,
of the right to strike, ete!”

The arrest of Yakir fore-
shadows new crackdowns on dis-
sidents. The Kremlin seeks des-
perately to smear-the opposition
as hostile to socialism. As the

document itself points out, it is

the bureaucracy which is be-

traymg socialism.

SLANDER

Yet the men who embrace Nix-
on as the Vietnamese workers
and peasants fight on against
bombs and mines slander their
principled opponents and pre-

pare even more brutal mea-

sures.
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UE President

Fitzgerald Calls
For Construction

Of Labor Party

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
BOSTON—On June 18th, at a meeting of the North
Shore Labor Solidarity Conference held at UE Local

271 headquarters in Beverly, Mass.,

Albert Fitz-

gerald (UE) called for the formation of a labor

_part,

UE President Fitzgerald
Stating that the present
wage freeze was planned by
the Democrats and ad-

ministered by the Re-
publicans, Fitzgerald said:
‘“The salvation of the working
class under the present poli-
tical system is a myth. There
are a few good Democrats,
but they ought to be in a labor
party in this country.

“F"orrmnlg1 a labor party is no
different than forming a labor
union. On the industrialized
North Shore, we could raise
money, and field our own can-
didates; this could spread
throughaut the country.”

What lies behind Fitzgerald's
call for a labor party is the ex-
plosive situation in the labor
movement Now. Unernployment
in Massachusetts is nearly 10
percent, and in some industrial
cities it is higher. General Elec-
tric in Lynn, Mass. recently laid
off more than a thousand
workers, while infroducing more

. speed-up and firing three mili-

tant shop stewards.

Throughout the electrical in-
dustry, plants have been closed
as the corporations, in search of
low. wages and fatter profits,
move to Taiwan, Mississippi and
Hong Kong, throwing thousands
of workers onto the un-
employment lines.

Twelve hundred workers were
laid off when the Merald Tra-
veller was shut; and the threa-
tened closure of the Quincy ship-
yard means the loss of 6,500 jobs.
This Wednesday, tens of thou-
sands of construction workers
are expected to demonstrate in
front of the State House de-
manding jobs.

At the meeting, organized by
members of the UE, IUE and
Teamsters, Fitzgerald also said
that “this (labor party) can’t
happen overnight.” But the at-
tack of the government and em-
ployers, ripping up contracts,
slashing wages and seeking to
smash the trade unions, must be
answered with the construction
of a labor party now.

ST. LOUIS—On the day following the Labor for Peace Conference here, Dan Fried, Labor
Editor of the Bulletin, talked to a number of auto workers from the GM piant as well as the

Chrysler plant in this city.

The purpose of the meeting
was to thrash out perspectives in
the auto industry in light of the
explosive situation that de-
veloped at the Labor for Peace
Conference itself over the ques-
tion of the labor party.

UAW Local 25 rank and file auto worker discusses perspective for fight agéi‘nét GMAD at St. Louis
meeting. Builetin Labor Editor spoke at meeting on the UAW Convention fight for the labor party.

Workers League Holds Auto Meeting

BY CAROL MARKS

An unsuccessful attempt was
made by various centrist groups
led by the ‘‘Spartacist’” and
“Vanguard Newsletter” to pre-
vent a serious discussion with the
auto workers. Supporters of
these groups unsuccessfully

sought to enter the meeting in

_ order to turn the meeting into a

middle class hysteria of slander
and abuse against the Workers
League.

The location of the meeting had
{c be changed after the attempt

Devaluation Of British Pound
Sparks New Monetary Crisis

BY FRED MUELLER

" The de facto devaluation of the British pound
marks a new stage in the world economic crisis. The
decision to float the pound represents the second de-
valuation of this currency in less than five years. It
is the 13th spasm in the continuing world monetary
upheaval which surfaced with the first pound de-
valuation in November 1967.

The renewed crisis is not
simply a repetition. This de-
valuation takes place in the
shadow of the declaration of
trade war and of war on the
international  working class
apnounced by Nixon on
August 15 of last year. Now
the Smithsonian agreement of
December 18, 1971, which
papered over the fun-
damental crisis, is coming
apart at the seams.

The Smithsonian agreement
coupled a small devaluation of
the dollar with major re-
.valuations of the other leading
currencies in relation to the

dollar. This attempt to cope with
the enormous U. S. trade and
payments deficits has now fallen
apart with absolutely no im-
provement in the position of the
dollar in the last six months.

In the words of one leading
banker: ‘“We are back where we
were last November, with all the
uncertainty that means for trade,
investment and employment in
the Western world.”

The Italian lira and the Danish
crown are expected to follow the
pound in lowering the value of
their currencies. But the center
of the crisis, in spite of the des-
perate attempts of Washingionto
minimize it, lies with the dollar

and the U.S. economy.

The dollar is under immediate
sellmg pressure. The major ex-
change markets were closed for
several days, but not before se-
veral European central banks,
the West German in particular,
were forced to purchase several
billions of unwanted dollars in
order to avoid further re-
valuations of their own cur-
rencies. (

The immediate background of
the British devaluation was a
continuing high rate of inflation
and unemployment and a sharp
decline of the British trade posi-
tion. The threat of a national
dock strike sent waves of fear
through the British ruling class,
on top of the trade figures of the
last few months which were once
again in deficit.

At the same time of the float,
hewever, London’s reserves
amounted to more than 37.1
billion, and Britain was con-
tinuing to run a surplus in its ba-
lance of payments except for the

most recent month. A decision to
devalue under these ecir-
cumstances was unprecedented.

Theold rules have broken down
completely. What would have
been inconceivable even a year
ago must today be confronted by
the international bankers and the

~ entire capitalist class.

- ATTACKS
While British reserves had
nearly doubled in the last year,
they were no protection at all

-against the new attacks on the

pound. Within days of the new

wave of speculation, the pound

went under. If Britain, pos-
sessing these reserves and still
running a payments surplus, is
forced to devalue, what can be
expected of the other cur-

rencies?

The immediate prospect is for

a round of competitive de-

valuations, including the dollar.

The descent into trade war, con~

traction of world trade and con-

sequent industrial collapse has
{Contmued On Page 18)

to break up the meetmg cul-
minatéed in the calling in of the
campus guards at St. Louis Uni-
versity {o enforce the “right” of

these centrists to enter the mee-

ting.

Dan Fried’s talk on “The UAW
Convention and the Fight for a
Labor Party” dealt with the
tense situation in the auto in-
dustry due to the introduction of
GMAD, speed-up and layoifs.
The turmoil in the ranks over.
these questions, he said, was ex-
pressed in a number of elections
both prior to and during the con-
vention itself.

“Whole new slates of delegates
had ousted incumbents {o come
to the convention. The durnping
of Schrade, UAW West Coast Re-
gional Director, was a direct con-
sequernce of the massive layoffs:
in the aerospace industry there,

The question of the labor party
was very much underneath this

convention. A number of dele-

gates alluded to it, and one, Pete
Kelly, from the United Natxonal
Caucus, actually brought it to the
floor.

The following demands were
outlined as the basis for a strug-
gle to be taken into UAW Lo-
cal 25 and all other UAW locals.

1) Unions must form a iabor
party now.

2) Strike St. Louis GMAD and '
the rest of the GMAD plants in
support of the Norwood strike.

:3)  Reinstate all those fired
during the wildcat strike in the
Spring of 1971. .

Further meetings were set to
plan the fight to build this
caucus as part of a perspective
of building an’ alternative to |
Woodcock in defense of the rank
and file—which can only be con-
structed on the basis of Marx-
ism.
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Nixon Plans
To Destroy
Small Ferms

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER §
MINNEAPOLIS—The Nix- |

on Administration’s plans to
destroy 80 percent of U.S.
farms and drive most small
farmers off the land were
brought to light by leaders of
the National Farmers Orgam—
zation on June 186.

Testifying in Sioux Falls, JTowa
before the Democratic Party's
Platforn Committee, NFO of-
ficer Ehrhardt Pfingsten dis-

~ closed the existence of a working -
paper in the Deparitment .of
Agriculture prepared by 15 ex-
ecutives of that department. This
plan, if implemented, would

phase out all federal crop support

programs and eliminate the
family farm in the inferests of
“efficiency.”

FORCED
Both Democratic and Repub-
lican administrations for years
have gotten the small farmers
" into a situation that has forced
them to either give wp their
farms and move into the cities,
or keep the farm as well as work
at-a full time job in area fac-
tories to make enough money to
keep. up their machmery and
taxes. .
The ‘destruction of the small
farmers stands out graphically in
two facts. First, last year Butz
bragged that farm gross income
. was at its all time high, about
~half a~pillion . dollars over the
~ previous all time high. He con-
veniently forgot to mention that
this prevmus high was in 1947!

DECLINE
Second, hand in hand with the

decline of small farming has -

been the massive growth of cor-
porate farming.. The. factory
farms ‘so typical of California,
the East Coast truck farms and
the Southern plantations are
spreading to the Midwest, as.big
-corporations like Ternneco
become - prominent holders - of
_large farm areas. -

.The executives who prepared
this report came into the Agri-
culture Department under Clif-
ford Hardin. Hardin-left to
hecome a corporate executive of
‘Ralston Purina:

‘Butz, his replacement kept
these executives in office. Highly -

* touted as the'friend of the small
farmer, Butz came to the
Department from: his position as

~a corporate executxve of Ra]ston

;~Purma , st

LOST

: Joseph Westhaar of Creston
Iowa put his finger on the

. problem‘ when he told the Plat-

form Committee: hearing that:

- “Neither ‘party has helped the
farmer.” ‘Westhaar  received

national publicity_ earlier 'this

year when it was revealed that

his farm grossed $100,000 in 1971

and lost money.

The real ‘needs of the small
farmers in America, for un-
limited cheap credit, for mach-
inery and fertilizers, cannot be
- met by this system. The control
exercised by the banks and the
farm chemical ‘and ‘machinery.
.-~ corporations precludes this.

- The only road :for the:small
- farmers, to prevent their extine-
« tion, is to join with the labor
* movement in creating a labor
: ‘party as the way to ﬁgbt back

LWU president Harry

rlges spea mij) and UAW seceta ry-treasurer Emi Mazy (lower left) com-
bined against militant opposition among delegates at Labor for Peace Conference in St. Louis last weekend.

Gleason Accepis 22% Cut

As Opposition Grows

BY .
A BULLETIN REPORTER

NEW YORK—ILA President Thomas Gleason announced Monday that he will
go along with the Pay Board’s'22 percent cut of the wage increase won by East

Coast longshoremen.

The union leadership had
arrived at this-decision last,
week but was waiting for the
Cost of meg Council to ap-
prove a rate increase asked
for by the stevedores and port
terminal operators. -

Gleason’s betrayal——whlchf
comes after nine months of fran-
tic -maneuvers, stalling and
double-talk—leaves dockers
without their full pay increases
and exposed to the vicious new
work rules demanded by the ship
owners and the government to in-
crease productivity.

One thing has been clear since
the fall when Nixon invoked the
Taft-Hartley Law against both
the West Coast and. the East
Coast dockers. That is, that the
.longshoremen have been up

. against the government as well

- as the shlppers

It is‘ffor this' reason that
Gleason’s squirming has'led to a
dead ‘end. Time and again Nixon
has made it plain that the .Pay
Board meant business. Upon re-
jecting Gleason’s appeal for re-
considering the cut in-the wage
increase, the Board démanded
that the new work rules be im-
plemented on July 1st or even the
miserable 5.7 percent wage in-
crease of the second year of the
contract to start October 1st will
not be approved.

This decision* was not only a

“blow to the ILA but a clear
~warning to all trade unionists

that every contract—even those
negotiated before the Pay Board

~ was set up—is in danger.-
The implementation of new’
- work rules on July 1st will mean

Opening the door for destroying

. the living ' conditions - of long-

shoremen. The work rules
provide for portwide PDO, “‘flex-
ible” job categories, and mas-
sive multiple debiting designed
to knock thousands of dockers off

.the Guaranteed Annual Income:

There is only one way that
longshoremen can prevent. the
Government’s attacks from
being carried out. They must
strike on July 1st to demand the
full 70 cents written’in their ori-
ginal contract and reject the
work rules.

This would be a political strike
against Nixon’s Pay Board and
would have the full support of the

~ ILWU ranks on the West Coast,

not to mention millions of
workers whose contracts now
face the Pay Board axe.

Wildcat Shuts Down Chrysler
Over Unsafe Plant Condlﬂons

DETROIT—-Strlkmg UAW members at the Norwood plant in Cincinnati, at
the Ford assembly plant in Milpitas, California, were joined this week by ‘the

BY REX HENRY

over 3,000 members of UAW Local 51 at the Dodge Mound assemblv plant here.

" At 8 o’clock Friday, work-
ers at the Chrysler facility
began a walkout over the
complete deterioration of
conditions at the plant. The
spark for the wildcat was pro-
vided when news began to fil-
ter through the plant that one
foreman and one alternate
had been suspended for 60
days following a dispute with

the foreman over safety

procedures on the shop floor.

The two men were informed of
their . suspension. by telegram
Thursday and had also been told
that they would no longer be al-

flowed to. work the same shift.
- Behind the action of Local 51

ranks over these suspensions is a
violent. disgust about the com-
plete lack of safety procedures
and the refusal of the company to
process grievances.

For months the Local 51
leadership has been involved in
negotiations - with  Chrysler
bosses over these grievances, but
has refused to even threaten

- strike action to force the com-
pany’s compliance with the con- .

tract despite overwhelming sen-

'timent for a strike in the ranks.

The deterioration of  condi-

tions at the Mound plant is part of
.2 massive nationwide produc-

tivity ‘campaign by the Big
Three, aimed at destroying the
ability of the UAW to defend its
members’ wages and working

conditions.
When Bulletin reporters raised
the question of a nationwide

_strike by the UAW, as a response

to these attacks, one of the

workers threatened with suspen- -
.sion said:

“We could put this little old
company here out, but we'd just

be one of three or four locals out

on strike in the whole country.
We're talking about striking
against Chrysler, we're talking
about Ford and General Motors.

“All T did was to walk a picket
line. Now me and 17 other guys
are going to be out on the street
this week. They want us to get
down-on our hands and knees and
beg them to let'us be but we’n

. never do that.”

“stated:

Ship
Builders
Face
Layoffs

BY PAT CONNOLLY
QUINCY, Mass.—Over 12
welders and 70 shipfitters
were laid off in the last two
weeks at the General Dyna-
mies Fore River shipyard

§ here and more layoffs are

expected this week as the
employers move toward
closing down the yard alto-
gether.

The new layoffs followed the
collapse of a $350 million, feder-
ally subsidized deal to build six
supertankers. The yard is now
finishing work on five ships and
no new contracts have come in in
three years.

Since 1967 the workforce has
been slashed from 10,000 to 6,500.
What is clearly at stake now is
the shutdown of the yards and the
loss of those 6,500 jobs.

The union leadership has abso-
lutely no perspective for fighting
the layoffs or the threat of
closure. ‘“Well, if they don’t have
the work, what are they sup-
posed to do,” is all that workers
have been able to squeeze out of
the leadership thus far.

CLAIMS
General Dynamics claims that
it is losing money, $200 million
since 1967, ‘‘because of high labor
and material costs.”” The Chair-
man of the corporation has
“If new business doesn’t
develop, we will have to decide
whether to put the yard in a slow-
down or hold position or shut

it down altogether.”
In the face of this, the union
leadership has only the most
bankrupt perspective of

‘pleading, along with the South

Shore Chamber of Commerce,
the state representatives and GD
management, to Washington for
a Navy contract to stave off the
collapse.

“Yes, there’ll be more layoffs
next week too,” a young worker
told the Bulletini, ‘‘and I'm afraid
I'll be one of them. The union
hasn’t said a-damned thing. They

.aren’t telling us anything, so you

just wait for the ax to fall.”

The fight has to be taken up
now for a shorter work week, 30
hours work at 40 hours pay, to
make the employers, not the
workers, shoulder this crisis. The
employers claim that they are
losing ‘money must be met with
the demand for the nationaliza-
tion of industry under workers’
control.

The fight on these demands
must center on the construction
of a labor party that can carry
through such a program in

- defense .of the working people

and the right to a living.
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50,000 Trade Unionists March Judge Fines
To Stop Union Busting .ludge

BY DIANNE ISAACS

NORRISTOWN,
Pa.—“Men came from
as far as Florida for this
demonstration, and
those guys at the court-

house had better get it

through their heads that
we’'re sick of union-
busting. I’'m not
marching six miles in a
hurricane for nothing.”

Fifty thousand frade union-
ists converged on the Mont-
gomery County Courthouse
here on Thursday in the
biggest show of solidarity this
state has seen since the mass-
ive rail strikes in 1877. The
men marched over six miles,
undismayed by hurricane
winds and rain, to protest an
injunction issued June 5 by
Montgomery County Judge
Vincent Cirillo against pick-
eting at non-union sites of the
Altemose Construction Com-
pany near Norristown.

The march and rally were
called by the Philadelphia Build-
ing and Trades Council, whose
mempbership extends to 70
Philadelphia area locals. To
answer the court’s attempt to

vindicate the use of non-union .

labor, men travelled in busloads
with only five days’ notice from
as far as Newark, Pittsburgh,
New York, Florida, Baltimore,
and Bethlehem.

Ironworkers, longshoremen,
steelworkers, retail clerks,
teamsters, clothing workers,
operating engineers, asbestos

Construction workers marched last week in Norristown, Pa. They protested court action that jailed and
fined union members $100 for picketing construction sites that used non-union labor in the state.

workers, and transport wor-
kers began mobilizing along
with the construction workers at
4 am. Thursday morning at a

shopping center three miles from

the courthouse. They came by
car, bus, truck—and one on
horseback.

CONFIDENCE
The march to the courthouse
left the shopping mall at 7:30
AM. Armed with all the con-
fidence built up during the 1950°s,

Hospital Workers
Vote To Strike

BY AN 1199 MEMBER
NEW YORK—The hospital strike is only a few
days off with every indication pointing to a massive
walkout of 33,000 hospital workers July 1st.

During the past two weeks
members of Local 1199, the
hospltal and drug Workers un-
ion, have voted overwhelm-
mgly by secret ballot to
authorize a strike July 1st if
no agreeable settlement is
won.

At Kingsbrook Jewish Hospi-
‘tal chapter meetings, forty
workers approved a motion of the
Rank and File Committee to:

1) Strike July 1st for the full
demands and to reject an arbi-
trated settlement under any con-
ditions.

2) To recommend to President
Leon Davis that he immediately
announce he will strike against
any interference by Nixon's Pay
Board with the contract.

3) Urge 1199 to answer the call
of the Minneapolis Central Labor
Council for a “third party based
on labor” and to call for a nation-
wide Congress of Labor to build
such a party.

, SLASHES
Throughout the negotiations,
the hospitals bave sought to im-
pose wage slashes on the workers

and to return the union to the
conditions which existed before
1958, Prior to the deadline their
offer stood at six dollars over one
year, or 4.5 percent.

At Beth Israel, 1199 delegates
confronted the directors who

ssgrrogantly informed them that

the union’s demand for 15 per-
cent was ‘“‘too much” and that
they would have fo abide by the
arbitration decision, because
that was the “law.”

The delegates angrily inter-
rupted and shouted that ‘“‘the
laws are only made against the
poor, not for the poor,” and ‘‘you
are makmg $70,000 a year and we

" can’t even buy our children a pair

of shoes.”” A delegate from
Dietary said:

*“You keep talking about Leon
Davis but you forget Leon Davis
is not the union, we are the
union and we are the ones who
are not going to go along with this
arbitration.”

At New York University
Medical Center, the adminis-
tration was forced to revoke the
threatened suspensions of three
workers - for attending the City
Hall rally after delegates led 250

the men were boisterous, singing
and chanting “Get the judge!”

STOP PRESS—Wednes-
day, June 28--One of the
largest labor demonstra-
tions in Boston hisfory was
held here today. Over 20,
000 construction workers
marched on the state house
chanting: /"We want jobs.”
The employers tried to get
an injunction to stop it but
were unable to. One union
official said: “We couldn’t
have stopped the march if
the injunction had come
through because the men
would have marched come -
hell or high water.””

They were protesting un-
employment and slashes in
state construction of the
Park Plaza project and the
construction of Route 128.
When the Governor
showed up fo speak, hard
hats were thrown at him.
Speakers from the unions
warned that construction
workers were faced with
‘weifare and mass unem-
ployment, unless the bud-
get cuts in construction
were restored.

workers in a walkout June 14th.

The determination and fight of
the hospital workers now places
them at the head of a tremen-
dous wave of opposition by
millions of workers to Nixon and
the Pay Board. The 1199 workers
will not be fighting alone.

DEMANDS

The Rank and File Committee
calls on all hospital workers to
fight for the following demands:

+ No retreat from the full union
demands; no arbitration;

s An immediate call to the
NYC Central Labor Council for
support;

* Defy any injunctions against
the sirike and against any
attempt of the Pay Board to slash
our contract;

¢ Call now for the construction
of a labor party. ,

and ‘“‘Altemose has got to go!”
the entire length of the march
despite the pouring rain.

The workers, most of them
wearing hardhats marched six
abreast behind the leaders of the
Philadelphia Building and Trades
Council in a line that stretched
three .miles long carrying pla-
cards which read “We protest
the destroying of our wages and
our union’’ and “If we can’t
picket, you can stick it

{Continued On Page‘wj

Teachers
For Defying
Injunction

BY HAL LEWIS.

KITTANNING, Pa., June
22~With seven days left in
the school year, visiting
Judge Paul Granier, sitting in
Armstrong County Court, re-
cently fined striking teachers
of the Armstrong Education
Association (AEA) a maxi-
mum of $350 ($50 a day) and
fined their union a maximum
of $35,000 ($500 a day) for
defying the court’s back-to-
work order.

The AEA had been on strike
since May 22, and had defied two
back-to-work orders from the
court imposed by Resident Judge
Roy House. The present strike by
the AEA is its fourth in 16 months
over a salary dispute.

The Association’s members
are paid from $6,800 {o $11,000
and have been offered a $700 hike
over two years, starting in 1972-
1973, The teachers are de-

‘manding that part of this in-

crease be retroactive to this
year,

After the June 21 hearing, AEA
President Elinor Weaver said:
“We knew we were in contempt
and we expected sanctions, but
we didn't expect them to be this
harsh and severe. What we're
really upset about though, is that
our pay checks, which were due
Saturday, are being withheld in.
lieu of payment of fines.

““That’s money we've earned. In
a meeting after the hearing, the
AEA council recommended to all
members, who have worked

- for 18 months without a contract,

that the strike be continued
until after a contract is won.””

Minn. Bosses Lock- Out
100,000 Building Workers

BRY
MICHAEL ROSS
MINNEAPOLIS, June 23—~The three week old Minnesota
construction strike has now entered its most decisive stage as
the Associated General Contractors have invoked a lockout
from this date against some 100,000 building tradesmen.

This lockout took place against
a background of rapid escalation
of the strike actions. Six weeks
without a contract led Cement
Masons and Ironworkers to
strike beginning June 12, fol-
lowed a week later by two brick-
layers locals and quickly joined
by ten local unions of the La-
borers.

Also to be locked out are 75,000
specialty craftsmen, many of
whorn work in job shops and not
on construction sites.

The AGC is rapidly moving
towards the situation its chief
negotiator William Gary has
been pushing for the last five
years—to be able to break the
unions and run the shops and
sites with whatever conditions
the contractors please.

REPLACE

The AGC has decided to go all
the way in pushing to replace the
words “building trades umions™
with “‘construction unions” in the
contract sections providing for
hiring of workers, This more ge-
neral term would open the way
for company unions such as the
notorious Christian Labor As-
sociation to control hiring in the

job sites. CLSA “members’ are
known to work for rates of as
little as half of union scale.

WEAKNESS

The contractors are moving
not from strength, however, but
fear and weakness. AIready the
Cement Masons have shown their
ability to close down non-union
sites by picketing them and pre-
yenting Teamster-organized ce-
ment trucks.from entering.

The lockout is used now to try
and pry important com-
promises, in fact disastrous com-

promises, out of the union

leaders on working conditions
and union control on the sites.

But building trades ranks are
in no mood for compromise. In
fact, a number of pickets have
stated that wages would grow in
importance as the strike leng-
thened.

PICKETING

Now, by leaving 175,000 men on
the streets, the AGC has also
created 175,000 potential pickets,
with the possibﬂity open for the
most massive picketing of CLA
sites as- well as AGC head—
guarters..
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Young Workers Fight
For Union Wages In
Model Cities Program

BY ABBY RODRIGUEZ

BROOKLYN——A big struggle is breaking out within the Model Cities Sani-
tation Program here between the young workers and the Model Cities Ad-
ministration. Model Cities and the government are opposing the démand for a
wage increase by the young workers employed there.

Every attempt is being
made to keep this program on
the present level, as a source
of cheap labor and a weapon
against the Uniformed Sani-
tationmen’s Association.
Young men in this program
are doing as much work and
the same type as unionized
men but are getiing far less
" pay. A 21 year old worker in

the program talked to the

. Young Socialist about the pro-

. gram: .

“As a program it worked all
right for-a couple of months or a
year. It was at first instituted to
give the people in the streets a
program to develop jobs. At the
beginning there was hardly any.
equipment, no trucks, and some-
times we had fo walk a long dis-
tance to where we were working
that day. Then, as it advanced, it
became more than just a
program, it became a job, a job
which I believe  does not pay
epough for what we do.” ‘

Young workers in this program
clean up streets and empty lots
that have been used as garbage
dumps. One young worker des-

Fighting
For $43
Jobs

BY A YSREPORTER

BROOKLYN—On Tuesday

over 200 youth once again

lined up in front of the Council-

for a Better East New York to
apply for jobs -that pay $1. 60
an hour with a maxxmum of
$43.00 2 week.

Thxioughout the last two weeks
these youth have beenmoved toa
- different location every day so
that the government can avoid
confronting  a "united ‘force of
youth. ‘Last year fighting broke
- out when the youth, after lining
" up early every morning until late
.- afternoon, were then not gwen
Jobs.

Already the atmosphere is
- tepse.as the last day for regis-
- tering for jobs is pearing. Last
Friday scuffles broke out at
Williams Street and Liberty
Avenue where despite the down-
pour caused by the hurricane,
youth lined up all day. Some
youth began pushing and a few

o fights got under way.

The youth turn to these
programs in a desperate attempt

- to find jobs. ‘One crew chief

‘working there told the Young

cribed the working conditions fo
the Young Socialist as follows:

‘“We have sweep details in
which we sweep up streets and
anything that we can find on
them. The lots we clean, some-
times the garbage is above your
waist. We have to kill rats. You
wouldn’t believe the size of them.
Luckily none of the guys I work
with has been bitten.

ACTION

‘‘Most of these guys are
making $99.72, that’s their gross
pay. After taxes some guys come
home with $80.00. This is for a
forty hour week. We have not had
a raise in 3 years. At first, we
were not supposed to get amy
raise but after waiting for so
long, we started a job action in
which a few workers got raises
but the majority hasn’t.”

It has been only recently, after
trying to get a union for years,
that these workers were able to
become™ part of Local 371 of
AFSCME. The government tried
to prevent these workers from
joining unions by buying off

thelr leadership. As one youth ex--

plained:
“The way I hear it, the repre-

Parents and youth demonstrated in Lower East Side New York
against rat-infested swimming pool which City refuses to clean up.

Socialist that this year, she has

- even been interviewing youth

who have already graduated
from high school and have been
to college.

She also stated that the youth
applying for these jobs are being
subjected . to arrogant treat-
ment.. Youth" applying for . jobs
from . the  Neighborhood Youth

_ Corps are constantly yelled. at.
" This crew chief described how

things are usually carried out.
She said ‘‘These people are

- always threatening these kids by

telling them that if the youth do

sentative elected by the guys was
taking care of everything so that
we could get a union. I heard that
finally he was given a higher
position by Model Cities with
more money and so he sold us
out, he dropped us.”

Sanitationmen get paid much

more than these young workers.
The City is hiring youth to do the

.same job as the unionized

workers to break the union and
lower wages. Now with these
attacks, the youth in this
program are beginning to think
about all of the political ques-
tions. As one worker said:

“In the last two months I’ve
begun to think more about what
is going on with this job, before I
never used to bother. I agree
with you on the necessity of

- workers ‘having their own party

because right now all these guys
you elect are only out for them-
selves.

“Asslstant Commissioner
MacNeil who is under the Lind-
say Administration is the head of
this program and most of the
time he’s on vacation. Somebody
has to do something, somebody
has to open our eyes and we'll’
follow through.”

not follow the exact instructions
they won’t receive any jobs.”

One youth who had been on line
for a long time was told to move
to a different line just as his turn
had come up. When he refused,
he was told to leave and that no
job would be given to him.

It is this treatment which
reflects the fear that the govern-
ment has over the situation

which is building up where the

anger over the fremendous rate

of unemployment is about to.

break.
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Youth Will Play Key Role
In Building Labor Party

On December 18, 1971, at the founding conference of the
Young Socialists, the program adopted by the YS called for
the labor movement to build a labor party based on the
trade unions. At that time we said that the monetary crisis
was beyond repair, that no matter what agreements the top
capitalists made, they would be worthless. We stated that
the attacks upon the youth would therefore have to in-
crease while at the same time, the entire union movement
would become the main target of the government,

The YS program states that we must fight unem-
ployment through the call for a shorter work week so that
more people can be hired. We aiso stated that the youth and
the labor movement had to unite in this fight.

*Since then the assessment of the economic crisis on which
the YS based its perspective for building a labor party has
been proven correct. More budget cuts have been im-
plemented, more teachers will be laid off, less money will
go towards facilities in the schools, and all programs which
provided jobs are in danger of cutbacks or completely
closing.

Since the December 18 conference, things have changed
at a rapid pace and the unemployment among the youth is
skyrocketing. For the last two weeks in New York, young
people have been lining up in the pouring rain from 7:30
A.M. until 4 or 5:00 P.M. to apply for jobs that pay the mi-
nimum wage of $1.60 an hour,

But even these jobs have been reduced by the Democrats
and Republicans through the cutbacks in the budget
creating a situation of complete scarcity of jobs for the
youth and one where tensions are moving towards the
breakmg point as youth begin to fight each other for the few
remaining jobs.

At the same time, within fhe last few months, we have
seen the working class take up a fight against these attacks.
The working class has developed more since the YS con-
ference than it had in the last twenty years. George Meany
was forced off the Pay Board by the militancy of the rank
and file workers. This was just a sneak preview of the kind
of action that the trade unions would have to take.

Now we are at an even higher stage than when Meany
walked off the Pay Board.

Sections of the labor movement are now beginning to cail
for a labor party. The Minneapolis Central Labor Union
Council has called for a labor party and is calling on other
bodies to do the same.

Now we are seeing workers demonstrate in masses which
is something that has not been seen since the post war
period. Two weeks ago 25,000 hospital workers from the 1199
union walked off their jobs for one hour and demonstrated
to show that they are ready to take the Pay Beard on when
their contract expires on July 1st. Last week in Norristown,
Pennsylvania, 50,000 construction workers came out
against the attempt of the courts to take away the right to
picket and thereby smash their union.

It is because of this that the perspectives of the YS must
be taken by the youth into the labor movement. It is more
critical now than when-we stated these perspectives at the
December 18th conference for the youth to make a political .
turn towards the unions as. the only way to defend their
rights to decent education and jobs. The youth cannot con-
front the government by themselves. It is only the union
movement that holds that key position but only the youth

§ through studying Marxism can bring fo the workers the so- §

cialist understanding necessary to brmg about a socialist
revolution.

This is why the youth have the main responsibility in the
fight to bring about the labor party. The break with the De-
mocrats and Republicans is the only way for the youth to
fight unemployment and the enly way for the workers to
save their unions which the Pay Board is frying to destroy.
Every youth must defend his rights by joining the Young So-
cialists and being the main force in building the labor party.

-~ Dance

Every Thursday night
8:30-12with

’Three Days Ahead’’

at Club Harata
University and Avon
Adm. .75¢ St. Paul
Sponsored by the Young Socialists
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Young Socialists
Hold First Outing
To Study History
Of Trotskyism

: BY NANCY VAZQUEZ
ARROW .PARK, N.Y.—Despite pouring rain,
more than 130 workers and youth from New York,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Connecticut met
here Sunday for the first outing of the Young Social-
ists and Workers League to discuss the history of the

Trotskyist movement.
This meeting was- held

during the sharpening

struggle of the working class
against the attacks of capi-
talism, and under conditions

- in which the construction of a
movement to bring the
working .class to power is
urgently posed.

The history of the Marxist
movement and the lessons drawn
from that history are weapons
for workers today. It is this his-
tory which is now viciously at-

tacked by tendencies within the

working class movement in ordei?
to hold back its development.

The meeting opened with a’

presentation—‘In Defense of
Trotskyism’'—given by Tim
Wohlforth, national secretary of
the Workers League.
“‘Marxism lives only in a
struggle against the attempts to
destroy it,”” he stated. “'Only in
this way as part of the actual
construction of a party in the

working class does Marxism

develop.”
Comrade Wohlforth stated that
there are three levels of oppo-

ySers relax, playing volley ball at Arrow Park outing last week.

S.F. Chinatown Bosses

: BY SUSAN FREDERICKS ;o

SAN FRANCISCO—The crisis in the ruling class of China-
town here has caught hundreds of youth in a vise. The six
companies of the Consolidated Benevolent Association which
have close ties to the Chinatown Kuo Min Tang (Nationalist
Party of Chiang Kai-shek) has attempted to hire the Wah
Ching youth gang as thugs against the rising opposition to the
six companies by the Family Clans (Bing Kong Tong) and by
the working class of the ghetto area. :

Since July 1971 when the Bing
Kong Tong issued a warning in
three Chinatown daily papers to
the Wah Ching gang to stop their
yandalism, about 15 dead Wah
Ching members have been found,
Floating in the San Francisco Bay
with new victims just this last
week.

However, while still main-
taining strict control of the
Chinese underworld {with no in-
terference from Mayor Alioto or
the police department), it seems
that the six companies are {rying
to reassert their control over the
small neighborhood businesses.

They also seek to use the

masses of youth on the street
who have dropped out of school
and the large number of teenage
youth coming in from Hong Kong
after years of the direst poverty
as recruits for their dirty work.

UNIONIZE

Due to the strong arm of the six
companies, all efforts to union-
ize work in the area have been
physically attacked and ground
to & halt. Starting back in the 19th
century, the six companies
devoted themselves to keeping
immigrants as a cheap source of
labor. This was in agreement
with federal policy restricting

130 unionists and youth attended Young Socialists-Workers League outing at Arrow Park, N.Y,

sites which are inter-related.

First is capitalism versus the
working class.

Second is the revolutionary
party versus the present con-
sciousness of the working class.

Third is the struggle of Marx-
ism against revisionism.

STRUGGLE

“The history of Trotskyism has
been a struggle against all those
forces which attempted to
destroy the prineiples of Marx-
ism,” declared Wohiforth.

“The international socialist
movement was constructed by
Trotsky in 1938 through a fight
against revisionism to bring
forward the movement-of the
working class in a battle for poli-
tical power.

“It is this history which the
revisionist tendencies are now
throwing out of the window be-
cause they say it’s not impor-
tant.”

Wohlforth said that centrist
forces are now emerging that
dismiss  the entire history of
Trotskyism as a worthless
assortment of sectarian quar-
rels that led nowhere. All they
see in this history, he stated, isa
negative.

But it is precisely these
theoretical struggles, declared
Wohlforth, against anti-theory
tendencies that have led to a
development of Marxism and

Trap Immigrant Youth

Chinese to the ghetto area and
vetoing citizenship until 1934.

More recently the six com-
panies have tried to prohibit the
functioning of the poverty pro-
grams, and have been able to
turn a federally funded chef
training program into a source of
cheap labor limited to the res-
taurants they owmn.

Because of the low wages and
high rents, parenfs are forced
often to work double shifts. For
3,000 sweatshop workers-it is 75
cents an hour.

1t is because of this economic
situation that the gangs are able
to recruit many youth. The
reformist poverty program can
do nothing to solve the problems
of drug addiction and runaway
youth. :

RED GUARDS
The Red Guards; a Maoist
group patterned along the lines of
the reformist Black Panther Sur-
vival Program, holds meetings at
its frequently ransacked head-

now make it possible to con-
struct a Marxist movement with
deep roots in the working class.

Following the perspectives re-
port, the meeting broke up into
discussion groups for full parti-
cipation on the perspectives
report given. A sharp fight was
taken up in the groups around the
questions of idealist philosophy
and the development of econ-
sciousness through an under-
standing of dialectical mater-
ialism, the Marxist theory of
knowledge.

CONSCIOUSNESS
In one of the groups, an idealist
tendency was reflected by youth
who saw the development of con-
sciousness as a process that
takes place independent of an

actual struggle in the material -

world,

One comrade stated that it was
the form of a trade union as an
institution that determined the
consciousness of the working
class, and that a labor party
would give the working class a
higher consciousness.

It was pointed out that if insti-
tutions .determined the con-
sciousness of workers, there
would be no way that conscious-
ness could change and that insti-
tutions themselves would be per-
manent. But it is the movement
of classes that is smashing up
institutions like the trade union
bureaucracy and creating the

quarters. But they too are unable
te pose any solution to the ex-
isting conditions. =

PROFITS

1t is increasingly obvious to the

youth and younger workers that

‘they are being held down so that

the six companies can reap large
profits off of them.

It is under these conditions that
the Teamsters Union has an-
nounced an important plan for
the unionization of Chinatown.

But the fightto change the
existing conditions in Chinatown
and across the entire nation is
the fight that only the Young
Socialists are preparing for. Ii is
in these areas that the ¥S
must be built to link the struggle
of the youth with the struggle of
the labor movement. Only the
program of the YS for the build-

, ing of a labor party can give an

alternative to the present leader-
ship whether they are gangs or
bankrupt nationalist organiza-
tions. o '

conditions for a leap in con-
sciousness of workers through
the intervention of the Marxist
party.

In anether group, a youth asked
““How would union people react
to a socialist caucus?”’ Another
participant -answered that
““Because of the crisis that capi-

_ talism is in and the attacks it is
-now preparing on the workers,

there would be a change in the
way workers would think.”
The discussion reflected not

.only a tremendous desire to

come to grips with theory but
also the three levels of opposites
in the Marxist movement—oppo-
sites that are in contradiction
and in conflict with each other, It
is this conflict that brings abouta
development in consciousness as
well as society.

It is this conflict that the
revisionists deny. Pushing to the
forefront a completely idealist
position, the revisionists sepa-
rate ideas from the actual
material struggle in which man
engages.

IMPRESSIONS

The idealists begin with their
irapressions and formulas. Youth
muast fight for Marxism against
idealism so that their starting
point can be the actual struggles
of the working class against capi-
talism~the Pay Board, the at-
tacks on the ILA, and the real
material crisis that underlies
these struggles, as expressed by
the devaluation of the British
pound,

The discussion at Artow Park
became a fight for Marxism
against idealism; and for an un-.
derstanding of the material
struggle of the working class. .

The day ended with a mass
Youong Socialist steering commit-
tee meeting. Central in the dis-
cussion was the role of youth
today in bringing forward- the
movement of the working class
politically against the govern-
ment. :

4 Philadelphia Young Socialist
said: *‘The youth by themselves
cannot do anything. They must be
united with the labor movement
to fight against the attacks that
are coming down on both
workers and youth.” :

As part of the fight, the Young
Socialists began a campaign
against - unemployment that
would start in New York.

Many youth came forward fo
join the YS in order to fight
against the attacks of the govern-
ment and against the atiacks on
the greatest weapon of the
working class—Marzism.
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Centrists Unite To
Attack Labor Party

Over five million union members were re-

presented at the St. Louis Labor For Peace Con--

ference held this past weekend. This conference con-
vened only days after 50,000 construction workers
marched on the courthouse in Norristown, Pa. and a
week after the Minneapolis Central Labor Union
Council issued a call for the formation of a labor
party and Fitzgerald the president of the UE called
on labor to build this party now.

It was this fight for the labor party that domina-

‘ted this conference. Almost every single speaker

was forced to address himself to the question.
This demand to break the unions from the

stranglehold of the Democratic Party and begin a

political offensive was opposed by an amalgam of

the American Communist Party and the centrists to--

gether with the labor bureaucrats who dominated
_the platform.

While the Stalinists did their work behind the
scenes of this conference, they handed over the real
job to the centrists, to the International Socialists,
‘the Spartacists, and the grouping around the Van—
guard Newsletter.

The resolution put forward by the middle of the

road men calling for a one day work stoppage

against the war served one purpose and one purpose

only and that was to divert the struggle away from
the fight for the labor party and give a left cover to
the bureaucracy s and the Stalinists’ attempts to
keep the unions tied to the Democratic Party and
- MecGovern. k
All of their talk about ‘‘rank and file programs’’ is
to maintain the workmg class on the level of mili-
“tant trade unionism at a moment when the very
~ existence of the unions requifes a political fight.
" This is the same perspective that is behind the Sta-
“linists’ Trade Unionists For Action and Democracy.
The centrists are quite willing to serve as whipping
~ boys for the bureaucracy to prevent the struggle for
a labor party.

" The real question raised before the labor move—‘

ment now is the construction of a labor party. Sec-
tions of labor have now been forced to raise this call
which expresses the strength and tremendous move-
ment of the Workmg class that must confront the
‘government in every single struggle from wages to
speed-up, to unemployment.
It is precisely at this moment that the centrlsts
emerge. Most of these groups are renegades from
the Trotskyist movement who have spit upon the his-
~ torical struggle of Marxists for the political in-

‘dependence of -the working class. While they kow-
. tow to the right, to the labor bureaucracy and the
Stalinists, they drrect thelr fire against the Marx-

- ists.
—Sub Drive OFf
To Good Start

. We are now completing our first two week penod of fhe
Summer Bulletin Subscription Drive. We have a grand total
of-1,276 new and renewed subs 1owards our goal of 5,000 by
September 15. .

The Bay Area branches, havmg Iearned the lesson of their.
- difficulties with a late start in the last drive, lead the way
4 with 186 subs towards their 600 goal. Next comes East New
“York with 120 towards a goal of 400 while Boston, which also
- had difficulty - last time, has an excellent start with 71

towards 150. The Twin Cities, which did so well last time,~
has not really started any serious work yet.
: ‘The reason why we have made such a good beginning is
1 that a number of branche{’have heen continuing the sub-
scription work between drive periods. Last week we got in
only. a total of 185 subs. We. must now receive at least 400 a
week nahonally to achieve our goal
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25 Years After Taft- Harﬂey

Last Thursday, almost 25 years to
the day after the Taft-Hartley Bill
became law on June 23, 1947, 50,000
trade unionists marched through
Norristown, Pennsylvama to defend

" their right to have a union.

It was necessary for those workers,
some of whom had come from as far
away as Florida, to march in hurri-
cane weather because today the
Government proposes to go even fur-
ther than:Taft-Hartley. Nixon, with
the approval of the Democrats, plans
to use all the provisions of the notor-
jous ““‘Slave Labor Act” (as Taft-

‘Hartley was called by workers in

1947) along with new laws, court deci-
sions, and®the Pay Board in order to
destroy the standard of living
achieved by workers.

Behind all the attacks on Amerrcan
workers -and their unions is  the
Government ‘itself, acting in the in-
terests of the corporations that rule
this country. The actions of the capi-
talist class are determined by the

" international -economic crisis which
has thrown the entire profit system .

into disorder. Last week’s devalua~

tion of the British pound has opened

up a whole new stage in the crisis. No
longer ‘can even the capitalists pre-

. tend that there is any way for them to
“shore up- their system. without

creating conditions of mass misery
for the working class. The corpor-
ations are ordering their pohtlclans
to prepare for civil war.

This is the meaning of a German

_ banker’'s statement immediately

after the pound’s devaluation: ‘‘The
‘politicians better wake up before the

. western world. disintegrates.’ .
Those - 50,000 - workers - in' Norris-

town made it very clear that they are
not going to stand quietly and watch
the Government take away everv-
thing they have fought for.

" This is"a period of the mass radi-
calization of the working class. The
demonstrations in - Norristown - and
New York are just like the first gusts
of a windstorm. The American
working class, the most powerful

social force in history, is now surging -

forward in defense of its orgamiza-
tions through which it struggles for
the right to a decent standard of
living.

No amount of militancy and pres- -

sure can stop this Government from
moving ahead with its attacks unless
it isreplaced with a labor party based
on the trade unions and guided by a
socialist program to deal with:the
economic crisis.

That the working class cannot fight .
the attacks of the. corporations
~without breaking with the parties of

big business—the Democrats and
Republicans—is the principle lesson

-that the labor movement must take

from its history of the fight against
Taft-Hartley. -

The Taft-Hartley had the enthu-
siastic and overwhelming support of
the Democrats and. Republicans in:
the Congress. The Bill was the most
vicious piece of - anti-union legisla-

tion ever passed, and was designed to
break the power of the industrial
unions created by American workers
in the late 1930's and early 1940’s.

As soon as the Taft-Hartley Bill
was introduced in the Congress, hun-
dreds of thousands of trade unionists
swung into action.

s .On April 22; 1947, 100,000 Iowa
CIO and AFL members held a one-
day strike.

s On April 24, 1947, 500,000 Detroit
workers staged a one-day strike and
250,000 demonstrated in Cadillae
Square against the Bill.

The union leadership had no inten-
tion of fighting Taft-Hartley. Of
course, the -leadership- had many
“militant”’ things to say. Four
months before he publicly embraced
the law, AFL President William
Green declared he would ‘“‘never
become reconciled to this law.”

Even at the cost of sabotaging the
trade unions and opening them up for
destruction, the bureaucracy would
not break with the Democrats and
launch a labor party to fight Tait-
Hariley.

1t was the treachery of the trade
union bureaucracy that allowed the
Taft-Hartley to become a weapon

‘against the working class. .

American workers cannot permit
these betrayals to be repeated. It is
threatened with attacks -far more
severe than those of 1947.

Because the Taft-Hartley Bill
became law in'1947 just as the stabili-

zation of European capitalism opened *

the way for the post-war boomn, the
American capitalists were able to put
off a full scale confrontation with the

.working class. ,
- "Now this confrontation cannot be . -

put off. The disintegration of the
world economy leaves:the capitalists

no choice but to take on the trade .

unions with the intention of des-
troying them. .

The Taft-Hartley Law itself
becomes a new instrument of union-
busting as the bosses seek to apply it
under conditions of crisis. The 80-day
““cooling off’’ period was used twice
this year against the ILA and ILWU
as the ‘Government prepared its at-
tack agajnst the longshoremen. Nix-
on i$ now calling for legislation that
would supplement the 80-day injunc-
tion with a permanent injunction
against strikes. .

The other infamous proviso of the
Taft-Hartley which opened the way
for *‘right-to-work” laws is now the
platform upon which-many corpor:
ations are openly standing, calling on
the Government to pass a federal

““right-to-work’” law that would bust

unions. Such a bill has been intro-
duced into Congress.

- It is this “‘open shop’” union-busting

that Pennsylvania - construction
‘workers are fighting.

Besides Taft-Hartley, the govern-
ment is using other old legislation in
an entirely -new way to meet the
‘needs of the crisis. The Kennedy-Lan-

k drum-Gntfm law, which was passed

his
"followers merely to make surz that

in the late 1950’s for the supposed

‘purpose of “cleansing” the unioms of -

corrupt leadership, is now being used
to take over the United Mine
Workers.

It was primarily the liberal Demo-
crats who led the drive for the law,
determined to break the successful
organizing drive of the Teamsters
and put Jimmy Hoffa behind bars.
Both John and Robert Kennedy threw
their energies into creating the Bill;
and while they sat in the White House
it was used to hound Hoffa. .

UAW President Tony Boyle wis
tried in April for violating a Kennedy-
Landrum-Griffin provision that
prohibits union funds from financing
federal campaigns. Although the
court cited a $30,000 donation to
Hubert Haumphrey in 1968, there is no
doubt it was aimed against the
building of a labor party financed by
the trade unions.

And now, following up an inves-
tigation into the death of Jock
Yablonski (which the government all
but ignored for two years), Nixon's
Labor Department has assumed con-
trol over all vital aspects of muon
activity.

The timing of the government’
actions is very important. Nixon is

" aiming his Pay Board against the

wage  increases due to the mine-
workers under the second-year pro-
visions of their contract. He plans to
completely crush the ability of the
union to resist the destruction of the

_contract.

The international economic crisis
means that the Government must
seek to smash unions, enforce drastic
wage cuts and merciless speed-ups.
At the same time the corporations
plan to create an army of unem-
ployed.

For this purpose big business is
looking beyond even the Republicans
and Democrats. George Wallace was
not summoned from Alabama with
right-wing - and neo-fascistic -

wage increases are not ‘‘infla-
tionary.”

A labor party muct be constructed
in 1972. There is great support for

_such a step within the ranks. The

open support for a labor party given

-by the Minneapolis Central Labor

Union Council reflects the desire .of

. broad sections of the working class to

break with the Democrats and .
Republicans.

The Workers League calls on all
trade unionists to take up the fight for
the labor party. A new leadership
must be constructed in the trade
unions to see that this task is carried
out. The labor party can come into

- existence only through a fight by the

ranks against the privileged bureau-
crats and the Stalinists of the
American Communist Party who
back them up with a conscious policy
of betrayal.

The time has come to go on the
offensive against Nixon and the cor-
porations!
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EGONOMY

By Peter Jeffries

In this period of rapidly-
deepening economic and
political crisis it is more
essential than ever that a
systematic study be made
of Marx’s ‘Capital’.

But this study cannot be-

confined to Marx's conclu-
sions or particular questions,
It must centre upon a study of
the method of this great work.
Such a study represents a par-
ticular challenge to the revo-
lutionary movement in Britain,
where there has traditionally
been- an opposition to theore-
tical questions and particularly
a hostility to the dialectical
method which is at the heart
of ‘Capital’.

In any case such a study
cannot be a mere academic
exercise. For a real under-
standing of- the. revolutionary
implications of Marx's theore-
tical study of the capitalist
system can only be achieved
as part of a struggle, both
practical ahd theoretical, to
defend the heritage of Marxism
against reformism and revision-
ism.

In particular, this means a
struggle against Stalinism. For
it can be truly said that the
Stalinists in Britain, aided by
the revisionists, have been in
the forefront in their efforts to
destroy  the revolutionary
method of ‘Capital’.

In these articles we. intend
to expose the nature of these
distortions through an exam-
ination of the labour theory
of value, its place in ‘Capital’
and the treatment it has

received at the hands of Stal-

inist writers, in  particular
Maurice Dobb, for long con-
sidered their leading repre-
sentative in this field in the’
Anglo-Saxon world.

But it would be a serious
mistake to see Dobb’s wrong
method, which we shall pres-
ently examine, as arising
merely from a series of ‘mis-
takes’. For his aim, a reflec-
tion of the political camp
which he has slavishly setved
for the last 50 years, is to
tear the revolutionary heart
out of Marx's work by reduc-
ing it to the level of Ricardian
political economy.

For him, this has the dual
advantage of making Marx
‘respectable’ by suggesting that
he was the last of the great
school of classical political
economy, while at the same
time providing for himself a
comfortable position in the
academic world.

We shall show that Man
far - from being the heir d
political economy, was in fact
its severest critic. As early as
1847 he attacked Proudhon for
trying ' 0
economy from the standpoint
of political = economy and
‘Capital’ for him, unlike the

‘criticize  political -

Stalinists, was a critique of
political economy,

In centring the discussion
initially on the theory of
value, we can best start with
Marx's famous letter to Dr
Kugelmann of July 11, 1868. It
contains the following well-
known but critical passage:

‘ Even if there were
no chapter on ‘“value” in my
book [‘Capital’] the analysis of
the real relationships which I
give would contain the proof
of the real value relation. The
nonsense about the necesSity
of proving the concept of
value arises from complete
ignorance both of the subject
dealt with and of the method
of science.

‘Every child knows that a
country which ceased to work,
1 will not say for a year, but
for a few weeks, would die.
Every child knows too, that
the mass of products corre-
sponding to the different needs
require different and quantita-
tively determined means of the
total labour of society. That
this necessity. of distributing
social labour in definite pro-
portions cannot be done away
with by the particular form of
social production but can only
change the form it assumes,
is self evident.

“No natural law can be done
away with. What can change,
in changing historical circum-
stances, is the form. in which
these laws operate. And the

‘form which this proportional

division of labour operates in a
state of society where the
interconnections of  social
labour is manifested in the
private exchange of the indi-
vidual products of labour, is
precisely the exchange value of
these products. The science
consists precisely in working
out how the law of value
operates. So that if one wanted
at the very beginning to ‘ex-
plain’ all the phenomena which
apparently contradicted the
law, one would have .to give
the science before the science.

This is a particularly import-
ant pasage in that the aim of
this article will be to reveal
that Marx was able to show
how the law of value operated
only because he had completely
assimilated Hegel’s dialectical
method.

But first some general points
about the passage. Marx evi-
dently wished to stress one
basic idea in writing to Kugel-
mann, namely the historical
and relative nature of all the
categories met with in political
economy; none of these cate-
gories, such as ‘production’,
‘division of labour’, etc. can be
understood except in their
relations to the specific mode
of production of which they
formed a part.

“The categories of bourgeois
economy’ says Marx ‘are forms
of thought expressing with
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social validity the conditions
and relations of a definite, his-
torically determined mode of

‘production, viz the production

of commodities.” (I, p. 76.)
This recognition of the his-
torical mature of political eco-
nomy and its categories was
a reflection of the theory of
historical materialism. But it
did not mean that there were

‘not features common to many

if not all societies. Every
society,  whatever its social
relations of production, needs
some mechanism for the allo-
cation of social labour, How-
ever, the form which this
mechanism takes differs widely
from society to society. Marx,
in °“Capital’, shows that these
differences can be explained
only by an analysis of the
structure of the relations -of
production and it was one of
his major aims to demonstrate
the dependence of the relations
of ‘distribution’ on the rela-
tions of ‘production’.

What were the specific fea-
tures which distinguished capi-
talism from other forms of
society? 'Marx shows that
capitalism involved the dom-
inance of commodity produc-
tion, and in particular, the
transformation of the category
of ‘labour’ into ‘labour power’,
or the ability to work, which
itself is reduced to the status
of a commodity. .

. Given that this was so, how
wag the allocation of labour
to the wvarious branches
effected? It was effected, says
Marx, through the exchange of
commodities as equivalents;
through their exchange values.

For Marx then the Ilaw
of value reflected the only pos-
sible, although indjrect, form
whereby social labour could be
distributed in  commodity-
producing society. The law of
value reflects the social rela~
tions of production specific to
capitalism, and to capitalism
alone.

Speaking of socjalist econo-
mic organization Engels wrote
(*Anti-During’, p. 423.): ‘The
people will arrange everything

- very simply, without the inter-

vention of the much famed
law.” For the epigones of Stalin
this statement bas proved a

Karl Marx

considerable difficulty in that
it has had to be squared with
Stalin’s assertions that in the
USSR, which from 1936 on-
wards was a fully-developed
socialist country he said, the
law of value continued to
operate, . : ’ '
In his letter to his friend
Kugelmann,: Marx was also
drawing attention to another
very imporfant point-—~the fact
that under capitalism the value
relation (a social relation)
appeared as a relation between
things. Unless this is correctly
understood, the opening chap-
ter of “Capital’, and particalarly
the fourth section which deals
with “The Fetishism of Com-
modities and the Secret There-
of cannot be understood.
In exchanging commodities,
men were engaged in both
quantitative but also qualita-
tive activities. Quantitative in
that commodities exchanged in
definite propertions according
to the socially necessary lab-
‘our-time which their produc-
tion entailed, but also gualita~
tive, in that behind these
quantitative ratios stood social
relations. In exchanging com-
modities men were  also
exchanging their labour.

For Marx this attachment of
social relations to things was
no. ‘illusion’, as is commonly
thought. .For -under capitalism
the social relations between
the individuals.  consisting
society could only manijfest
themselves or appear as the
relations between the abjects
of material wealth. These
appearances were, as Marx puts
it, ‘necessary appearances’.

‘A social relation of prodac-
tion’, says Marx (‘Critique of
Political Economy’, p.
appears as something existing
apart from individual buman
beings, and the distinctive rela-

tions into which they enter in

the course . ¢f production
appear as the specific proper-
ties of a thing—it is this
perverfed appearance, this pro-
saically real, and by no meaus
imaginary mystification “that is
characteristic of all social
forms posting exchange value”.
Or again (‘Capital’ I, p. 73):
« . ., the relations connegting
the labour of one individual

sons

with that of the rest appear,
not as direct social relations
between individuals at work,
but as what they really are,
material relations between per-
and social relations
between things'. _ :
One very important =~con-
clusion flowed from this
insistence on .the mnecessary _
nature of appearances—they
could not be destroyed ‘in the
head’ as the idealist opponent °
of Marxism thinks. They could
be destroyed only by over-
throwing their material basis
—the social relations of capi-
talist production—which sus-
tained them.

Immediately, Marx’s debt to
Hegel is clear. For Marx, in
his analysis of value and the
value form {which we shall
eyamine in greater detail at-a
later stage) shows that the
‘thing in itself’ (in this case
value) can only present itself
through its contradictory oppo-
site, its appearace (to continue
with our illustration, ‘exchange
value’ is the form of appear-
ance of ‘value’). '

In other words ~Marx
rejected Kant's separation of
the ‘thing in itself’ from its
‘appearance’ in favour of
Hegel’s method. Marx’s task in
‘Capital’’ was to establish. the
laws of mediation through
which the ‘essence’ of pheno-
mena manifested themselves in
‘appearances’. o

The whole of ‘Capital’ — its
three volumes —is devoted to
an analysis of the complex pro-
cess of mediation which this
trapsition involves. Marx is
thus able to show how all the
appearances of . capitalism
{which seem to consist -of
relations ‘where equality and
Mr Bentham reign supreme’)
have their origin in the cease-
lass struggle between the
development of the productive
forces - and the increasingly
restrictive mnature of - capital
social relations.

As Hegel (“Science of Logic’,
p. 133) notes: ‘Honce law is

not beyond appearance, but is

jmmediately present in it; the
realm of laws is the qujescent
counterfeit of the existing or
appearing world.” ’
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In stressing the necessary
nature of appearances,
Marx- was insisting that
the laws of capitalist
productlon cannot - be
modified in their - gper-
ation.

~In © writing * of political
economy——in this ‘:case. of
~Ricardo—he notes: The dis-
covery of the determination of
the magnitude ' of value by
labour-time, while removing all
appearance = of accidentality
from ‘the determination of the
magrnitude of the value of pro-
ducts, yet in no way alters the
mode in which this determm-
ation takes place.’

Only the reconstitution . of
society - along -socialist lines
can achleve this change: ‘The
life process of material - pro-
duction, does not strip off. its
mystical veil until it is treated

as- production by freely-associ--

ated men, and is consciously
regulated by them in accord-
ance with a settled plan. In
~the ‘same way Marx notes a
little earlier in ‘Capital’ (Vol. I,
p. 74) the discovery by science
of the component gases of air

in no way altered the.actual

composition. of air.

So tar we have elaborated a
number. of points which are
“implicit - in  the
Kugelmann.. To  state ~matters

from ‘a different angle: Marx |

‘was stressing -what. he had
already announced in 1859
with the publication of the
‘Critique of Political Economy’
~—namely that  his starting

-point -for ‘Capital’ was the
materialist conception of
“history.

This theory stated that the
“real foundation’ of society
was to be sought in the social
relations - of  production - on

letter to

‘

wiﬁch arose a  political,
1deolog1ca¥ legal, etc ‘super-
st;ucture

Specifically, - Marx set him-
self . the task in ‘Capital’ of
tracing out the manifold inter-

connections between. the social ..

relations of production——the
most abstract expression of
which was to be found in the
commodity—and all the other
phenomena within: the system,

including the class struggle.’
Many ‘other trends within the

working-class movement may
recognize - this * struggle. . But

~Marxism, alone, because of -its

method, is able to understand
the real foundation and origins
of this struggle and therefore
the basis-for the overthrow of
the capitalist class by: the
working class.

Before proceeding to show
how this task involved Marx
in a thorough analysis of the
method of pdlitical -economy
and -an understanding that ‘its
weaknesses were. to be soughit
in ' its -empirical methoa, we
must -make some injtial points
about the distortions of Marx-

-ism-committed ‘in this field by

Stalinism.,

If we look at Maunce Dobb'’s
major theoretical effort in this
field (‘Political .Economy and
Capitalism: - Some = Essays. in
Economic Tradition’) we find
that he opens the book with a
chapter entitled ‘The Require-
ments of a Theory of: Value’.
In the very title he gives .to
.the chapter
method utterly hostile to that

- of Marx and -one 'in’ which -
attempted . to.
"mis-educate generations of-both-

Stalinism . has:

workers ‘and intellectuals for

~nearly 50 years.

For what Dobb’ wxshes to
do is to ‘separate out Marx’s
analysis of value fr%m the body
of ‘Capital’ as a whole so that

he betrays a-

he can then show to his
academic friends that Marx’s
value theory has something to
be said for it, and should not
be dismissed by these l#tter in
the way. it has been tradition-
ally, ‘At one point, Marx was
obliged to reply to the charge
of A. Wagner of ‘illogicality’
in ‘splitting the concept of
value into exchange value and
use value':

‘Above all I do not. start
from “concepts’  thus not
“from the concept of. value’.
What, I start from - is the

s:mplest social form in..which
‘the product of labour in the

present form - of society pre-
sents itself; and this is “com-
modity" ’

Marx was pomtmg out to
Wagner a fact which we also
must keep constantly in mind:
that ‘'he was a materialist who
started out from real social

"relations and not an “idealist,

who must always start from
concepts produced in his head.

Throughout his work, Dobb
has ‘also ftried to- -answer
another question: Why  did
Marx choose labour as ' the
basis - for his' value theory?
Again he is at pains to try
and explain that this  choice
was a perfectly  ‘reasonable’
one which has much to com-
mend it/ But once again his
very question constitutes a
betrayal of Marx’s materaahst

" method.

For_. when Dobb tries to
find out why Marx did not
choose land or capital as the
basis of his value analysis, he
answers- that-this was a result
‘of - practical - and - technical
‘matters ' associated with the

- latter,

‘In  the case Of land = or
capital, clearly ~there were
serious - practical objections to
‘taking them as a basis: diffi-

culties

. social -, ‘
mode of production can appear,’

which would Thave
exceeded. any -of those which
were charged ‘against the
labour theory . . . Acres are
more dissimilar than man-
hours of labour. In the case of
capital there was .a more
crucial objection- that it was

/itself a value, depending upon

other values, in partlcular upon
profit to be earned.’

These, Dobb tells us, were
insurmountable difficulties;

“thus labour s chosen; thus the

labour theory.of value.

In a sense it is. impossible
to analyse ‘the nature of
Dobb’s answer. For it is in the

very posing of the question

that he betrdys ~ his. anti-
Marxism. With good reason did
Lenin - on one occasion speak
of the ‘so-called “labour”
theory of value’ (Introduction
to Marx’s Letters to Kugel-
mann, International Publishers,
New York; 1934).

We must repeat, Marx is
concerned with an, analysis of
the social relations of capital-
ist commodity-production and
never . strays outside of these
limits.

As we have sa1d, -man’s
relations. under . this

or -take -the form of, only
relations between things (com-
modities). Leaving aside their
particular properties as use
values—that =~ is objects = of
utility for their non-producers
—their one common feature is
their ~quality as products of
abstract labour, the quantit-
ativée measure of which is
time.

In other words, the category
“value’ is one-entirely subordin-
ated, in both a logical and
histomcal sense, to the com-
modity.

Here is how Stahmsm ‘ex-
plains’ the matter (Dobb, op cit,

p. 22): ‘The statement which
the labour theory implied was
that the exchange values bore
a certain relation to the out-
put and wusing of ‘human
energies and in so doing pro-
vided a term which gave some
distinction between a gross and
net product and to the con-
cept of a surplus, and a
criterion for differentiation one

_type of income from another.’,

If we cut through the
turgid academic prose, some
key issues are raised of both
a practical and theoretical
nature. For Dobb is suggesting
that Marx’s value theory was
merely a ‘tool’” to uncover
exploitation. In doing so he
is betraying his complete
reformism and the reformism
of Stalinism. For Marx’s aim
certainly was not to show that
the working class was ex-
ploited: this indeed had been
done by many socialists (and
even non-socialists) long before
‘Capital’ was written.

What Marx was aiming to
show was not merely that the
working . class was robbed
under the capitalist system, but
rather that this system suffered
from insoluble contradictions,
which alone provided the basis
for its overthrow.

To put matters another way:
Marx was demonstrating not
that the working class was
merely an exploited class (as
the liberals and reformists
have always recognized) but
that - it was a revolutionary
class in that its future was
increasingly threatened by the
restrictive nature of the social
relation_of production.

Dobb not only shows his

reformist  conceptions;  his
method also involves a relapse
back into Ricardianism. For it
was Ricardo who placed prime

R
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emphasis upon the relations of
distribution (which classes. got
what of the national cake)
rather than with the antagon-
istic relations of production,
which Ricardo, and political
economy generally, took for

granted.
As in all matters, both
political and theoretical, re-

visionism only follows the lead
given by Stalinism, Ernest
Mandel, leader of the renegade
Pabloite movement, writes in
his ‘Marxist Economic Theory'
{p. 716): ‘The labour theory
can be demonstrated empiric-
ally even if only in the sense
that, in the last analysis, all
the elements in the cost of
production can be reduced to
labour, and to labour alone if
one goes back far emough in
the analysis.” . =

Dobb takes precisely the
same position when he insists
that the theory of political
economy ‘should be capable of
expression in terms of guantit-
ative entities in the real world’.
But what are these quantitative
entities of the ‘real world’. It
can only refer to such things
as ‘price’, ‘rate of profit’, ‘rate
of interest’ etc.

In other words, both Dobb
and the revisionist Mandel are
seeking to destroy Marx’s dia-
lectical method in favour of
empiricism. For how can we
measure such entities as capi-
tal, or socially necessary labour
time. Neither of these catego-
ries appears empirically within
the capitalist system. If they
did, there would be no need
for science, the task of which,
as we have said, it to show
how the empirically-available
appearances are contradictory
their essence, which is to be
production. .

This same vulgar positivism
is seen in Mandel when he
writes in defence of the

Lenin (shown on page 12) said: ““Marx may not have
left us a logic, but he did leave us the logic ofCapital.””
At center of Capital is dialectical method which
Marx (left) saved from Hegel’s (far left) idealist phil-
osophy. Marx criticized early political economists for
their empirical method. Ricardo (above) tried to re-
solve phenomena which conflicted with faw of value’
rather than-discover the origins of the conflicts in
the law of value. Right, an early edition of Capital.

theory of value that one of its
strong points against its riv-
alism is that capitalist busi-
nessmen actually price their
rations. Dobb takes the same
position in writing: ‘The ulti-
mate criterion (for the test of
a theory’s adequacy) must be
the requirements of practice:
the type of question which one
requires to answer, the pur-
pose of inquiry in hand.’

Here we have a crude ver-
sion of instrumentalism which
selects its hypotheses not
according -to their congruence
with historical and social
forces, but simply by virtue of
their ability to sustain predic-
tions ‘in the real world’.

Positivism falsely decreed
that the only ‘real’ scien-

‘ces were those dealing

with natural phenomena:
‘real’ in the sense that
they alone were exact
enough to make these

predictions. :

But the method of Marx's
‘Capital’ is based on entirely
the opposite view—that ‘quan-
tity' (‘commodity” for example)
is constantly in process of
transformation into other
quantities and qualities
(money to continue with the
same illusuation) and thereby
into further quantities and
qualities (‘capital’ to complete
the example).

This method further insists
that these transformations, far
from being automatic and
regular, can only take place
under definite historical and
social circumstances which

must be investigated scientific-

ally.
Marx also makes clear that

.precisely because the capitalist

system is anarchic (that is, it
cannot be subject to conscious

a priori regulation) each law
takes the form, as Marx notes
in connection with the law of
value, of a ‘blindly working
average’. Given this, the pre-
dictability of future events
cannot, be dealt with in. the
way which FErnest Mandels
positivism indicates (dealt with
in the previous article).

Thus all those critics of
Marx who claim that ‘Capital’s’
predictions have been ‘falsified’
by history completely miss the
point. To cite one example:
Marx shows that with the
accumnulation of capital there is_
a tendency for the rate of profit
to fall.

But this did not mean that
the precise movement of the

rate of profit could be accur-’

ately predicted and read off on
a chart, as it were. On the
contrary, in formulating - this
law Marx wished rather to
point out (a) that the process
of accumulation was a pro-

foundly contradictory one, (b)-

that the process would be sub-
ject to periodic crisis. But
Marx never pretended that the
precise form and timing of
such crises could be predicted
with accuracy. As he makes
clear in many places, each
crisis, while in no sense the
result of accident or chance,
was in essence unique and had
to be studied in its concrete
development.

In connection with the
movement of the rate of profit,
‘Capital’ makes clear that we
are dealing with a general law
of tendency, which, as in all
such cases, necessarily pro-
duced forces which tended to
counteract its ‘pure’ operation;
among these were the strength
and fghting capacity of the
working class, the ‘weight’ of
which could certainly not be
known beforeband, as_ posi-
tivism spuriously claims.

.

Space does not allow us to
present a review of Marx’s
analysis of the history of poli-
tical economy. He paid tribute,
of course, to the great achieve-
ment of the classical school
and in particular of Ricardo,
its leading representative. But
he was equally conscious of
the 'severe limitations of this
school, which, as we haye seen,
Marx saw as flowing from its
treatment of the laws of capi~
talism as equivalent to the laws
of ‘nature. :

But here we wish to draw
aftention to . one particular
aspect of Marx’s critiqde of

. Ricardo which directly relates
to the points already made,

namely the empiricism of the
classical ~ school. In  the
‘Theories of Swurplus Value’
Marx points to the great im~
portance of Locke's empirical
method for the development
of political economy *...his
philosophy served the basis for
all the ideas of the whole of
subsequent English political
economy’. And again: *With all
later bourgeois economists, as
with Adam Smith, lack of
theoretical understanding
needed to distinguish - the
different forms of economic
relations remains the rule in
their coarse grabbing at and
interest in empirically available
material.’ -

To put the matter briefly,

.Marx shows that all Ricardo's

weaknesses reflect this empiri-
cism and resolve themnselves
into this; while he starts
correctly from the determina-
tion of value by labour time
{and in this is he is far more
consistent than Adam Smith)

he then attempts immediately =

to deal with all those pheno-
mena which are in conflict with
this law. Hence Marx's refer-
ence to the ‘faulty architec-
tonics’ of Ricardo’s major

theoretical work. What he
means is that there is a comfi-
plete absence of any treatment
of the process of mediation
whereby all the forms of
appearance in bourgeois society
are understood of the opposites
of their origin in the law of
value,

To highlight this conflict of
method between ‘Capital’ and
classical economics: Ricardo
feels obliged to take up all the
phenomena which
contradict the law of value in
the very opening chapter of
his work. But Marx only comes
to. deal with the realm of
appearances with the opening
of the third volume. Here
Marx explained his procedure
(‘Capital’ 111, p.25): -

‘In Book I we analysed the
phenomena which constitute
the process of capitalist pro~
duction as such, as the immed™
ate productive process, with no
regard for any of the-secondary
effects of outside influences.
But this immediate process: of
production does not exhaust
the life span of capital, It is
supplemented in the actual
world by the process of circula-
tion, which was the object of
the study of Book II. In the
latter, namely Part III, which
treated the process of circula-
tion as a medium for the pro-
cess of social reproduction, it
developed that the process of
capitalist production. taken as
a whole represents a synthesis
of the process of circulation
and production.

‘Considering what this third
book treats, it cannot confine
itsalf to a general reflection
relative to this synthesis. On
the contrary, it must locate
and describe the concrete
forms which grow out of the

‘movement of capital as a

whole. In their actual move-
ment, capitals confrent each

seem to,
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other in their concrete shape
for which the form of capital
in the immediate process of
production, just as its form in
~the process of circulation,
appear .only™ as special
instances, The various forms of
capital, as evolved in this book,

. _thus approach step by step the

form which they assume on
the surface 'of society, in the
- action of different capitals on
one -another, in competition,
and in the ordinary conscious-

ness of the agents of produc-

-tion themselves.”.

Here Marx explains that the

process of movement from~

abstract to concrete; from
essence tQ appearance, cannot
be an immediate one. All the
manifold ~ links, missing in
Ricardo, have to be established
. between - the outward forms
.and their inner source. So
when the realm of appearance
is reached, these appeafances
are not seen as isolated pheno-
mena, nor were they merely
counterposed to their source
. as Ricardo’s ‘violent’ method
of abstraction involved.
Appearances are seen, as we
have several times suggested,
are mecessary appearances.

“Writing of the transforma-
tion of value and price of
~labour power into the form of
wages Marx notes (‘Capital’ 1,
p.540): :

‘This  phenomenal form,
which makes the actual rela-
tion invisible, and indeed.
shows the direct opposite of
that relation [emphasis added]
forms the basis of all the
juridicia] notions - of
labourer and capitalist of all
the mystifications of the’ capi-
talist mode of production, of
all its illusions as to liberty, of
" all the apologetic shifts.of the
vulgar economists.’ 1 ,

- The inadequacies of classical
political economy were{to be
seen in its very analysis iof the
commodity. Classical economy
noted the distinction bétween
the' value of a commodity and
its ‘use value. But ‘it hadinever
- grasped the profound signific-
ance of this distinction which
was -crucial for Marx’s analysis
of the entire capitalist system.

AS we know Marx starts his

analysis of capitalism with an

 examination of the commodity;

he does so both because the
commodity is the basic expres-
sion of the social relations of
production in ‘modern’ society
~and -secondly because the
development of commodity
‘production was a necessary’
" precondition for the |later
emergence of capitalism. ‘
Marx went on to show that
“-the distinction between ‘value’
and ‘use value’ was reflected
in  the distinction between
concrete labour and abstract

labour _(the source . of wuse-

values and values respectively).
This grasp of the two-fold

both -

nature of labour was, accord-
ing to Marx, (I, p.4l) ‘the
point on which a clear com-
prehension of- political eco-
nomy turns’ just as the con-
fusion of Ricardo and others
on this question constitute the
‘weak point’ of the classical
conception.

Marx explains the nature of
this distinction when he notes
(Critique, p.36):

“Tailoring, if one considers
its physical aspect as a distinc-
tive productive activity, pro-
duces a coat, not the exchange

- value of the coat. The exchange

value is produced by it not as
tailoring as such, but as
abstract universal labour, and
this belongs to a social frame-
work not devised by the tailor.’

In the first chapter of
‘Capital’ we find this crucial
observation: ‘It is one of the
chief failings of classical eco-
nomy that it has never suc-

ceeded, by means of its analysis .

of commodities, and in parti-
cular their value, in discovering
the form under which' value
bears exchange value’” Com-
menting on Petty (Critique,
p-54) Marx says: ‘His. case is

-striking proof that recognition

of labour as the source of
material wealth by no means
precludes misapprehension of
the specific social form in
which labour - becomes the
source of exchange value.’

Let us look more closely

at Marx’s analysis of the’

commodity.

In his ‘Marginal Notes on
A. Wagner’ . (recently made
available in English for the first
time) he tells us: ‘I analyse
this (the commodity) and
indeed, first in the form in
which it appears. Here I find
on the one hand it is in its

‘natural form a thing of use,.
alias a use-value, on the other -

hand a bearer of exchange
value, and in this respect itself
“exchange value”. Further ana-
lysis of the latter shows me
that exchange value is only a
“phenomenal form”, an inde-
pendent mode of representation
of the value contained in the
commodity.’

Hence, Marx says he was

“wrong (I, p. 60) ‘when at the

beginning of this chapter, we
said, in common parlance, that
a commodity ‘is both a use-
value and an exchange value
(for)... a-commodity is a use-
value or object of utility and

a value. It manifests itself as .

this two-fold thing, that it is,
as soon as its value asserts an
independent form-—viz = the
form .of exchange value. It
never assumes this form when
isolated but only when placed
in a value relation with another

commodity of a different kind..

When once we know this, such
a mode of expression does no

‘harm; it simply serves as abbre-

viation,’
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The most generalized value
form was, of course, the money
form (one coat=£2). Marx
seeks, in his analysis of the
value form, to trace the genesis
of this money form from the
internal structure of the com-
modity and to demonstrate its
further development in the
form of capital.

‘Here, however, a task is set
us, the performance of which
has never been attempted by
beurgeois economy, the task of
tracing the genesis of this
money form, of developing the
expression of value implied in
the value-relations of commodi-
ties, from its simplest, almost
imperceptible outline, to the
dazzling money-form.” (I, pp.
47-48.) .
. In general, Marx was once
again showing the origin of all
the ‘appearances’ within the
capitalist system were, expli-
cable only in terms of the
social relations of production.
Thus he shows that-the con-
tradictions within a single com-
modity (as a value and a use
value) are necessarily overcome
only through the relations
established between two com-
modities in what Marx calls
the accidental or ‘elementary’
form (one coat equals 20 yards
of linen).

‘Hence the elementary form
of value in which the contrast
contained in. that commodity,
between a use value and value,
becomes apparent.’

Here are two crucial points.
First: the category value can
only appear as its opposite,
exchange value; it is its ‘neces-
sary .appearance’ in the sense
discussed above. ’

Second, and following from
this point, Marx insists that

the category exchange value.
-arises from the category ‘value’
and not vice versa: ‘QOur analy-

sis has shown that the form
and expression of the value of

_a commodity originates in the

nature of value, and not that

value and its magnitude origi- .

nates in the mode of their
expression as exchange-value.’
I, p. 690.)

Marx now subjects this ele-
mentary form of value to a
detailed investigation. He dis-
cusses the three ‘peculiarities’
of the form 20 yards of linen
(the relative form) equal one
coat (the equivalent form)
when he examines the role of
this equivalent. .- ' :

“The first peculiarity that
strikes us... is this... use value
bears .the form of manifesta-
tion, the phenomenal form of
its opposite, value... the second
peculiarity ...is that concrete
labour becomes of the form
under which its opposite,
abstract' human labour, mani-
fests itself ...a third peculia-
rity... namely ‘that the. labour
of private individuals takes the
form of its opposite, .labour
directly social in form.’ (I, pp.
56-57-58.) '

Next we find how this acci-
dental form leads to the ‘ex-

-panded’ form along with  the

development of capitalism. This
is given by 20 yards'of linen
equals one coat, or ten pounds
of tea, or 40 pounds of coffee
etc.. This form heightens the
contradictions only implicit in
the accidental form:

‘It becomes plain that it is

- not the exchange of commodi-

ties which regulates the mag-
nitude of their value but, on
the contrary, that it is the mag-
nitude of their wvalue which

controls their exchange pro-~

portions.” (I, p. 63.)
But this expanded form suff-

-ers from grave “‘defects’ in that

it is an ‘incomplete’ form—
the creation of every new com-

modity lengthens the chain

and thereby furnishes the
material for a fresh expression
of value.

Herice out of these contra-
dictions arises a general value
form (one coat, 10 lbs of tea,
40 lbs of coffee, etc. equal 20

~ yards of linen). This points the

way for the emergence of the
money form, which is in fact
identical with this general form
except that gold now replaces
the linen of our example.
Thus in this way, in a few
crucial pages which have
almost always 'been ignored
by commentators on ‘Capital’,
Marx traces the series of logi-
cal-historical transitions from
the simple commodity form to
the money form. Hence he is
able to end this section (the
third) of the opening chapter
of ‘Capital’ thus: :
“The simple commodity form
is therefore the germ [empha-
sis added] of the money form.
The riddle of money is thus
“solved”. Money is a crystal
formed of necessity, in the
course of exchange, whereby
-different products of .labour
are practically equated with
one another and thus by prac-
tice converted into commodi-
ties. The historical and prog-

ressive extension of exchange

develops the’ contract latent in
commodities, between use-
value and value. The necessity
of giving an external expres-
sion to this contrast for the
purpose of commercial inter-
course, urges on the establish-
ment of an independent form
of value and finds no rest until

it is once and for all satisfied -

by the differentiation of com-
modities into commodities and
money.’ (Marx I, p. 87.)
Marx is now able to expiain
the real mystery of the com-
modity form which he treats
in the final and famous last’
section of the opening chap-
ter. He explains, after his
analysis of the elementary

. form of value and its further

development, that under capi-
talism (a) the equality of
human labour is expressed not
as this equality but in the form
of distinctly different commo-
dities, such-as linen and over-
coats f(b) the quantity of
social labour time congealed

~in each commodity is not ex-

pressed in a direct comparison
of time but in the indirect
phenomenal form of equal
quantities of value (c) relations
of people take the necessary
appearance as relations bet-
ween things and (d) the social
character of labour, 'that its
relation to total human out-
put, appears as something else,
as ‘the value relation of a mul-
titnde of commodities to one
universal equivalent, money.

Having aow established the
genesis of the money form
Marx goes on to show how
this can under definite circum-
stances lead to the emergence
of capital.

‘Value... suddenly presents
itself as an independent sub-
stance endowed with a motion
of its own... money in process
as such, capital.’

This transaction from money
to capital is reflected in the
circulation  formula -which
Marx discusses; under simple
¢ommodity production we have
C ° M - C (money- commosdi-
ties- money).

In the former we see that
money acts as a medium of
circulation as a means of pur-
chasing what one needs; in the
latter it is transformed into its

‘opposite—now the owner of

the means of production uses
money to buy what he dves
not need in order to augment
his capital, that independent
‘stream  of gold ~and silver’
which now dominates produc-
tion. - ’

As we have said -several
times, the transitions involved
in the movement from commo-
dity to money to capital were
historical as well as logical
(dialectical). As Marx says (I,
p. 61

‘It therefore follows that_'

the elementary value-form is
also the primitive form under
which a product of labour
appears historically as a com-
modity, and that the gradual
transformation of such pro-
ducts into commodities pro-
ceeds pari passu with the dev-

elopment of the value-form.’

Not that this was a mecha-
nical process; while one can
say that ‘capital’ is ‘Jatent’
within ‘commodity’ it required
the existence of materiai con-
ditions, the outcome of a long
process of class strugg.es for
this potential development to
be realized.

The circulation of commodi-
ties and the existence of money
in one of its various forms
pre-existed capitalism by many
hundreds of years. But speak-
-ing of capital Marx says (I, p.
170): '

‘The historical conditions of
its existence are by no means
given with the mere circulation
of money and commodities. It
can spring to life only when
the owner of the means of
production and subsistence
meets in the market with the
free labourer selling his labour-
power. And this one histori-
cal condition comprizes a
world’s history. Capital, there-
fore, announces from its first
appearance. a new er~och in
the process of social produc-
tion.’

Why did Marx spend such
a long time on the problem of
the form of value? We can
see that this receives much
fuller treatment in ‘Capital’
(1867) than it does in ‘Criti-
que’ (1859) and was revised
no Jess than four times with
the help of Engels, Kugelmann
and others between this latter
date and 1872,

He did so precisely because
he wished to show the links
between the contradictions
within the commodity and
their heightened expression
within capital. Here was
most decisive break with clas-

.sical political economy which

had completely ignored any
treatment of the form of value,
a result of its acceptance of
the capitalist system as natu-
ral and etern-l.

This was why Ricardo and’
company completely failed to
understand either the nature
of money or the nature of
capital. The former they look-
ed upon merely as a conve-
nient device for overthrowing
the problems of barter; the
latter they saw only in its
concrete form as the ‘advance
cn wages' made by the capi-
talist,

And the Utopian Socialists,
whom Marx criticizes in the
final part of ‘Theories of Sur-
plus Value’ had similar illu-
sions, revealed in the proposal
of one of this group (Gray)
to abolish money while retain-
ing commodity production,
equivalent, said Marx, to
attempts to retain Catholicism
without the Pope.

Again this is of considerable
importance in the light of the
present financial crisis. For
capitalism, basic disturbances
in its money system are not
‘technical’ problems, as the
more short-sighted bourgeois
commentators may think, but
an indication of the profound
nature of a crisis which engulfs
the very basis of the systen:.

But equally important, these
atticles have -tried ty> show
that the method of empinsm,
which is the method of reform-
ism and revisionism, must lead
to the destruction of the real
revolutionary method of capi-
tal which alone enables to see
the genesis and development
of all the contradictions of the
capitalist system.

This is why Lenin com-
mented: ‘Marx may not have
left us a logic, but he did leave
us the logic of “Capital”.’

In this sense, the present
articles are only a prelimnary
sketch of the problems; they
must be taken further through
a study of ‘Capital’ alongside
Hegel’'s dialectical method.
Only in this way can Marx’s
masterpiece be preserved from
the Stalinists and revisionists
and its real content be placed
at the disposal of the working
class in this period of crisis.
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Origins Of
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Permanent Revolution

Tsarist troops prepare to fi_re upon unarmed workers’ delegation on Bloody Sunday, Janvary, 1905,

1905. By Leon Trotsky. Trans-
lated by Anya Bostock. Vin-
tage Books. New York, N.Y. 488
pp. Paperback $2.95.

“Sire! We workers, our chil-
dren and wives, the helpless old
people who are our parents, we
have come to you, Sire, seeking
justice and protection.”

Thus began the petition addressed
by the workers of Petersburg to the
Tsar on January 9, 1905. While still
couched in the language of sup-
plication, its content was unmis-
takable: the demand for an end to ab-
solutism, universal and equal suf-
ferage, the eight hour day, the right to
strike, fair wages, There was a peace-
ful march to deliver the petition to the
Winter Palace:

“People wore their Sunday clothes. In
some parts of the city they carried icons
and church banners, Everywhere the pe-
titioners encountered troops. They begged
to be allowed to pass. They wept. They
tried to go around the barrier, they tried to
get through it. The soldiers fired all day
long. The dead were counted in the hun-
dreds, the wounded in the thousands.”

The petition was answered in blood in
the Petersburg massacre. The massacre
was answered by an outraged working
class.

The 1905 Russian Revolution began on
Bloody Sunday; it ended in December,
1905 with the arrest, imprisonment, and
subsequent trial and exile of the Peters-
burg Soviet of Workers Deputies, the
crushing of the Moscow uprising, and the
unleashing of a furious terror by the Tsa-
rist regime. During that period, es-
pecially in the final months, massive poli-
tical strikes swept the country, para-
lyzing the government, immobilizing the
stock exchange, cowing the liberal bour-
geoisie, mobilizing millions of workers
who threw up independent organs of pro-
letarian power, the Soviets, and forming a
“majestic prologue’” to the victorious Oc-

tober Revolition which was to follow in 12 .

ears. o
i 1905 was written by Trotsky, the head of
the Petersburg Soviet, and was first pub-
" lished in German and Polish party jour-
nals in 1908-09. Today it is urgent, and with

the.publication of 1905 in English for the.
first time, it is possible to go back to the
developments of 1905 and to draw again
the fundamental theoretical lessons which
prepared the way for the 1917 October Re-
volution. o

1t was during the period of 1905 that
Trotsky developed the theory of the Per-
manent Revolution. The rapid and large
scale introduction of European capital and
capitalist production created a large and
youthful army of industrial workers in
modern factories in a country ruled by a
monarchy, with state relations suited for
serfdom.

The Russian bourgeojsie, historically

weak and incapable of carrying out a bour-

geois revolution, made timid gestures
toward constitutionalism during the
“spring,” the thaw following the defeat of
Tsarist troops in Japan and was rebuffed
by a frightened Tsardom. After January

9th, this bourgeoisie was shoved aside by a -

young, powerful, urban proletariat which
could not be confined to the framework of
the bourgeois democratic revolution. Not

only universal sufferage and a Con- .

stituent Assembly, but an 8 hour day, the
right to strike, fair wages and other class
demands were raised from the outset,
challenging not only the autocracy but
bourgeoisie as well.

“When it took over the industrial func-
tions of an artisanal democracy,” Trot-
sky writes, ‘‘the Russian proletariat also
had to take over its tasks, but not its
methods or means.”

SOVIETS
Its methods and means were uniquely
proletarian, the mass political general
strike and the establishment of Soviets as
independent organs of workers power.

The working class also acquired the -

most advanced theoretical un-
derstanding, in its struggle for power:
“As it became the focus of all the coun-
try’s revolutionary forces the Soviet did
not allow its class nature 1o be dissolved in
revolutionary democracy; it was and re-
mained the organized expression of the
class will of the proletariat. In the
struggle for power it applied methods
which were natarally determined by the
nature of the proletariat as a class: its

role in production, ifs vast numbers, its

social homogeneity..It is precisely be-

—cause the Soviet, the democratic re-

presentative body of the proletariat, at a

time of revolation, stood at the meeting
point of all its class interests, that it im-
mediately came under the all-de-
termining influence of the Social De-

. miocratic party. The party now had its

chance to make use of all the tremendous
advantages of its Marxist training, and be-
cause it was able to see its political way
clear in the great ‘chaos’ it succeeded
almost without effort in transforming the
Soviet—formally a non-party or-
ganization—into the organizational in-
strument of its own influence.”

‘The Marxists could see their way clear,
and were able to lead not only in the
Soviets of 1905 but in the struggle for
power in 1917, through a continuous
struggle against every tendency, in par-
ticular the Mensheviks, which sought to
subordinate the working class to the bour-

geoisie, to its methods and means, aban-

doning the struggle for socialism to some
distant future..

PERMANENT REVOLUTION
In the face of the lack of a revolutionary
bourgeoisie, the Mensheviks sought to
create one. Or as Trotsky wrote in one of
the appendices in defense of the per-
manent revolution; “‘Comrade Martynov

- has searched for it many a time, mag-

nifying glass in hand. He has found school-
teachers in Saratov, lawyers in Peters-
burg, and statisticians in Moscow. He and
all those who think like him refuse to
admit that in the Russian Revolution it is
the industrial proletariat which ocecupies
the position once occupied by the semi-
proletarian bourgeoisie of the sans-cu-
Iottes at the end of the 18th century.”
Just as the proletariat was the only

“force capable of resolving the democratic
tasks which could not be contained within

the narrow bourgeois-democratic frame-
work, it could not, in a backward country
with a huge peasant population, stay
within the narrow confines of Russia. On

taking power, Trotsky put forward in his -

theory -of the permanent revolution, it
would have to seek to become the pro-
logue to world revolution, to the estab-
lishment of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat internationally.

Trotsky wrote in 1922, “The proletariat

came to power in 1917 with the help of the

experience acquired by its older ge-
neration in 1905. That is why young
workers today must have complete access
to that experience, and must, therefore,

study the history of 1905.”

The publication in English of 1905 is
of tremendous importance to the Ame-
rican working class, for the central theo-
retical problem of 1905 and 1917, that of
the working class taking power, is on the
agenda today. , ' RRERTEE

The fight for a labor party to open the .

4 struggle for power in the new situation

since August 15th can proceed only on the
basis of the lessons of 1905. The political

‘independence of the working class, com-.

ing forward in its own name and under its

own banners, will be established only

through the most bitter fight against the
Stalinists who falsify history to justify
their betrayals of the working class in- "
ternationally. ‘

NOVACK :

In the light of the situation facing the
working class today, it is important to - -
speak here of the review of 1905 written
by George Novack of the Socialist

Workers Party in the May 19th issue of the
Militant. Novack turns the review intoa !
‘sterile ‘and thoroughly empirical aca-

demic consideration of “historiography,’’
defending Trotsky’s theory of the per-

manent revolution as one among many. .

“variants’ which, however, worked out in
practice: ‘‘All the same it is-true that
whatever fortuitous factors contributed to
that result, the proletariat did take power .
in 1917.” ' B
. This perspective not only belies all of
the polemics against “Popper, the anti-
Marxist,”’ revealing Novack the em-
piricist and worshipper of the ac-
complished fact. - ‘ ; S
'Using  this method, one is forced
1o  conclude that  the Stalinists .
usurped power—whatever the un-
fortunate factors contributing to that fact. '
As capitalism and its agent Stalinism go
into mortal crisis, there is no perspective
for change or for socialist revolution. The
Rnssian Revolution -is turned. into a
museum piece, which Novack explains on
a hopefully complacent note at the end of
the article: ‘‘However, revolutionary
showdowns are not always on the agenda.-
Marxists spend most of their days pre-
paring and organizing for them, not
fighting them.” :
Ome is forced to recall Peter Struve’s
statement on January 7, 1905: “There is
not yet. such a thing as a revolutionary -
people in Russia:’™ e
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dustrial Council, ‘‘never pro-
mised anybody that he should not
suffer from hunger,”

The 1934 strike was defeated,
but three years later the Textxle
Workers Organizing Committee
was able . to win union re-
cognition for 27,000 workers in
southern cotton mills. These

gains were practically wiped out.

in the 1940’s through the vicious
- application of the Taft—Hartley
Law.

UNIONIZATION

In the 1950°s there was a re-
vival of intense ynion activity in
the South. With the large ex-
pansion of industry into the area,
especially into ‘Alabama, unio-
nization has been fairly wide-
spread. But at every point, at-
ternpts by workers to organize
have been bitterly opposed and
racism has always been used.

In the 1mportant strike agamst“
Southern Bell 'in" 1955, bosses

“ sought to force Black workers to
violate picket lmes The attempt
failed.

George Wallace came to power
in Alabama as the spokesmen of
southern businessmen who are no
more reconciled to unions than
the ‘late John Edgerton.. Sup-
ported by the ‘most brutal cor-
porations like Arondale and
‘Cherstrand—textile- firms that
still have no unions on their pre-
mises—this - white supremicist

leader of the Alabama De-
mocratic Party planned to rule.

over labor with an iron fist.
Wallace led the racist cam-
paign against the civil rights
movement. Everything from the
Klan to police dogs were used to
break .the movement of Black
workers. At the same time,

Wallace spared no effort to di-

" sorient the white workers in
order to weaken the existing un-
ions and hold down the living con-
ditions of the Whlte working
class.

“Whenever people :started
talking about wages, Wallace

~would make a fuss about us

drinking at the white man’s
fountain,” a wm‘ker told the

‘Bulletin.

“That was Wailace’s way of
killing two birds with one stone.
Nobody got anythmg That's the
way a lot of people here see,
things now.”

STRENGTH

It was the great strength of the
working class that prevented
Wallace from breaking the un-
ions in Alabama. But the very
ability of Wallace to remain in
office for 10 years shows the
bankruptey of the trade umon
leadershxp ‘

Even in the heat of the attacks
on union organizers, . the lea-
dership could not break - with

‘Wallace because he was a De- .

mocrat. It did not occur to the bu-

-reaucracy to fight Wallace on the

basis of a class program and a
labor party—which would have
quickly exposed Wallace's: crude
demagogy.

While campaigning in Mi- .
chigan, Wallace declared: “I'm
the best friend labor ever had as
governor of  Alabama.’’ This
brazen lie is exposed not only by
the facts of Wallace’s career, but -
by. the way Alabama workers
now feel about him.

The -breaking down of :segre-
gation and the consequent streng-
thening of the working class has
been accompanied by a growing
unpopularity of Wallace. The
demagogy has been worn pretty

thin as workers have gone
through their struggles with
Wallace.

A Bulletin interview with a
steelworker in Alabama brings to
light the unpopularity of Wallace
in the strongest sections of the

state’s labor movement, where .

the greatest effort was made to
divide the working class.

“I have supported George
Wallace. ‘I supported his wife
when = she ran. But in
the last legislative session in
Montgomery, he said that there
wouldn’t be more taxes for the
poor people, but taxes were

 added—hidden taxes on prac-

tlcally everything you could ima-
glne re

“So due to'that, I could not sup- '

port George Wallace any more, 1

- cannot support him in the labor

movement because he is de-
finitely not for the labor move-
ment as a whole. He has made
these promises to the people of
Alabama knowing that he
wouldn’t carry them out.

WAGES
+- “Wages are low in this state.
Fortunately, the steelworkers

. have the national union—that’s

why their wages are as high as
they are. But the other people get
much lower. If you take the city
workers, their wages are the
lowest I know of anywhere else in

.the country.

‘‘Another-thing is the Right-to-
Work law. We thought that it
should -be brought up in the last

-legislative session. But Wallace

said . that it would not be re-
pealed.”

When asked about racism in
Alabama, the steelworker
replied: ‘‘George Wallace is one
of the strongest people on se-
gregation that we've ever had.

These workers were interviewed by Bullehn reporter m Alabama about George Waliace’s anti- workmg class pl’ogra ms.

Where Wu"ace Really Stands

Today we have less problems but
that is because the unions have
worked it out among them-

. selves. We don’t have problems

with race relations in our local
union.”

. RACISM

But everything has been done
to keep the issue of racism alive.
Under conditions of rising unem-
ployment and open shops, the
employers find many ways ‘to
create divisions among Black
and white workers:

““Now a white man gets hired
and they start him off at a. dif-
ferent salary than they pay us,” a
Black worker told the Bulletin.

. ‘It makes no difference if I can
".do what a white worker can do.

Things are no good down here,

especially for Black people.
“We always get the low-paid

jobs.” We can hardly make it.

Some people have to work two or

three jobs. Maybe, you'll get
$1.60 an hour. Sometimes you get
lucky—you’ll make $2.10.”

INTOLERABLE
But the fact is ‘that white
workers as. well as Black
workers live under intolerable
conditions. Thurmend - Coggins,
vice-president of a Steelworkers

local in the' mammoth Fairfield -

plant of U.S. Steel, stated:

““He promised that he would be
fair with all the people, not some
of the people. But that’s not how
he’s been. He says that he’s going
to support the low income people,
the blue collar workers the steel
workers.

“But from the bills passed in
Montgomery, I know definitely
that he’s worked against us—the
working people.

“And now there aren’t enough
]obs You got so many returning

veterans here, but when they get
back, there aren’t any jobs for
them.

““They’ve closed plants

-down—Ilaid off people. The tex-

tile industry has been shut down
pretty much. They just closed a
mill in North Birmingham.”
Another steelworker, a dis-
trict committeeman who used to
be a Wallace supporter, put for-
ward a blunt opinion of the Go-

‘'vernor:

PROSTITUTE

“He always says he’s labor’s
friend, but the things he’s done in
office doesn’t reflect that. I think
he's a political prostitute in the
sense of the word. He tells you
one thing and he does something
else.”

All the demagogy of Wallace
flows from the political role he
now plays. A man out to destroy
the working class in the inter-
ests of big business ig not about
to admit that to millions of
workers. Even Father Coughlin,
who dreamt of becoming the
American Hitler back in the
1830’s, claimed to be labor’s best
friend.

Wallace is campaigning this
year because throughout the
country, larger sections of the
capitalist class are thinking the
same way John. Edgarton
thought, and would like to deal
with trade unions just as the tex-
tile bosses did in 1934.

This is what the crisis of the
economic system requires them

‘to do. All the politicians of the
- Democratic and Republican par-

ties understand this necessity.

The working class cannot look
to those scoundrels if it is fo
defend itself. Instead, workers
must rely on their own strength -
and construct a labor party.
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MINNEAPOLIS—On January 6, White Motor Cor-
poration called together the workers at its Minnea-
polis-Moline plant and announced that the company
was moving its heavy farm equipment operations to
Charles City, Iowa. This meant that by June, 800
workers at the Lake Street plant were to be laid off
and the fate of the suburban Hopkins plant left in the

air.

Joseph Stodolka, with 35
years of work at Moline, said:
“White read us a cold, calcu-
lated statement—it was just
like they were throwing away
an old shoe.”” In addition, the
workers and retired mem-
‘bers of the four UAW locals at
Moline just learned that the
company is robbing them of
their pension benefits as well.

SLASHED

Emmanuel Walstrom, a leader
of the Lake Street office workers
Local 1147 thought he would
receive a pension of $355 a
month, It turns out this has been
slashed to $76.94. Jorgen Johnson
who started for Moline in 1928,
retired in April and has received
three monthly checks for $400. ‘I
don’t know when they’ll run out.
Bach month I hold my breath.
Evertually it will be cut to $84 a
month. By next winter I’ll have
to find another job.”” Johnson is
60 years old.

Moline has long been one of
Minneapolis’ major industries.
Its peak was around 1950 when it
employed over 2,000 men. The
decline in small farming has con-
tributed to the dwindling of the
work force to around 1,000 prior
to the closing.

The White Motor Corporation
acquired Minneapolis-Moline,
Inc., in 1963 through a series of
financial transactions, that in
effect resulted in purchasing
some $17.7 million in assets for
$5.7 million. White Motor had
previously brought into its con-
glomerate the Oliver Corpor-
ation in the U.S. and the Cock-
shutt Farm Eguipment Com-
pany in Canada with the same
tactics, acquiring assets with a
higher ‘value than ike purchase

ice.
prgs a result of these acqui-

sitions in the farm implement

industry, White Motor then em-
barked on a program of consoli-
dation of operations. White
closed plants in Battle Creek,
Michigan and later Shelbyville,
Illinois, both formerly of the Oli-
ver Corporation, and drastically
cut back other operations.

After the January 6th an-
nouncement that White was
phasing out operations in
Minneapolis, UAW officials
offered all kinds of concessions
to White, to keep the plant in
operation, including measured
day work, speed-up and a $1.00
per hour wage cut. Buf White
refused to budge unless the union
agreed, to terminate the Pension
Plan negotiated in the 1968 cdh-
tract. -

For years Moline recruited its
work force in large part” by
emphasizing its pension benefits.
At a time when men could get
other work, many joined or
stayed with Moline on the under-
standing that their retirement
was secure. The average age in
the plant is 47.

DEFICIT
Prior to 1968, White's contri-
butions to the pension plan were
made ‘‘voluntarily by the com-
pany without a specific legal

requirement to do so under the

plan and agreement.’” During the
1968 contract negotiations- with
the union, it was revealed that
the pension fund had a sizeable
deficit.

The company issued a Pension
Guarantee letter which provided
for a rock bottom minimum of
$2.00 monthly benefit per year of
service prior to acquisition of
Moline by White in the event of
plant closing. The contract,
however, called for monthly
benefits of $6.75. By 1972, the
pension fund assets were $3.5
million whereas its liabilities

TN T
Top of page, hundreds of workers from White M

otor Corp. listen to hearing which accepted pianf

closure. Above, ranks picketed to protest closure which will end jobs of 800 men and cut out pensions.

were $18 million.

In other words, since 1968, the
union leadership was aware that
the pension was underfunded to
the tune of $14 million, and was
putting all its hope in the plant
never closing. However, the first
warning came two years ago

when the foundry at the Lake

Street plant was closed.

According to Mr. Johnson:

After the January 6th announce-
ment, the first week they said
there was $11 million 1n the fund,
the second week they said there

was seven million, the third.

week, four million. After that I
stopped listening.

“T tried to warn people back
in 68 that we were going to get
robbed. I asked the union offi-
cials and they told me ‘Don’t
worry—you’ll get it.’ The way I
figure it, White was just smart.
They are saving millions by
moving down to lowa. I blame
the union leadership as much as

. White. The same thing happened

at Studebaker but they haven't
learned a damn thing.”

The whole perspective of the
UAW leadership has been to put
hope in White Motor’s ‘‘decency””
and congressional legislation
protecting pension plans.

HEARING

On June 3rd Democratic
Senator Walter Mondale, up for
re-election this fall, held a
hearing in Minneapelis on the
Moline case. Claiming surprise
at the hundreds of workers and
retired members who turned out,
Mondale apologized for the small

hearing room (only a small per-
centage of the workers could get
in) saying: “We didn’t realize
there was such a feeling for this
issue.”

The hearing revealed the bla-
tant collaboration between the
company, the liberal politicians
and the bureaucracy in effecting

this closing as well as the willing-

ness of both working and retired
members to take up a fight
against it.

In sharp distinction to the UAW
officials, who saw only federal
legislation as the answer to such
robbery in the future, one worker
testified, ‘I have worked at

‘Moline for 45 years—what am I

supposed to do with the rest of
my life? Throw them in jail if we
don’t get our pensions. If Hoffa
got eight years so should they.”

The hearing revealed the cal-
lous attitude of the company
toward the workers. Ed Ras-
mussen, . Seeretary-Treasurer
and pension committee chair-
man of Hopkins Local 107, spoke
of what was happening to those
older workers who had been able
to line up another job after the
January 6th announcement. He
said the company would let them
quit only after forfeiting their se~
verance pay and pension
benefits.

Mondale was drowned in laugh-
ter when he iried to gloss this
over saying “I can’t believe
that.” .

After the hearing, we talked

with one worker who summed up

the feeling of his fellow workers:

““On that piece of paper there'sa
man Signing for the company.
Indirectly it goes way up to the
board of directors of White Motor
Company. They signed it and he
signed it, s

“They say ‘Swede old bud-
dy’'~Swede is his nick-
name—‘Swede old buddy, - you
sign this paper and I'll give you
$350 a month for the rest of your
life.! What is it? Is it worth
exactly what that piece of paper
Chamberlain came out of Munich*
with, with Hitler? Is that what
it's worth?”

PURPOSE "

Despite his patronizing
rheforic, Mondale gave the
workers no hope that there was
anything that could be done about
their pensions, That really was
the purpose of the hearing.

But on Thursday, June 15 over
50 pensioners picketed in front of
the Moline plant to protest the
halt in the funding of the com-
pany’s pension plan. “I don’t
know if the picketing will help,
but it’s better than sitting on our
hands. We’ve got to voice our
opinion,” one worker said. :

“A labor party? Of course!,”
one worker told us. “We should
have had one years ago. If there
was only one party, people would
think. They have got twe parties
to keep people confused.”” When
asked about the possible nation-
alization of plants such as
Moline, he said: ‘““That would he
good. But thai means changing
the whole system. That means
socialism.”
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It is now over four years since March 16; 1968, when hundreds of
Vietnamese men, women and children were shot down and blown
up at the hamlet of Mylai 4, but the murderers in the U.S. Army and
in the White House are still free.

The release of a secret Army inves-
tigation, called the Peers Report, con-
ducted for the Pentagon by Lieu-

tenant General William Peers, has

blown the lid off four years of con-
spiracy to hide the truth about Mylai.
- It demonstrates that these mass
. murders are not only accepted by high
 ranking Generals in Vietnam hut are a

deliberate and conscious policy of the

government,

The Peers report also reveals that on
the same morning of March 16, another
massacre of at least 90 civilians took place
"at a neighboring hamlet called Mykhe 4 by
Bravo company. -

The Peers report has been hushed up for
over two years and was only published
whe: the New York Times got hold of a
copy. Its findings were fully known to the
Army and the government at the time of

the Mylai irials but the information was

never released in order to protect the offi-
_ters who were under investigation.

- "REPORT ,

“The report accuses Major General Sa-
muel Koster, commander of the Americal
Division, of 97 acts of omission and mis-
conduct and Brigadier General George
Young of 16 similar failures. It states that
there were “‘efforts to suppress and with-
hold - information eoncernmg the...in-
cident at every level in the Americal Di-
vision.’

‘Some of its conclusmns were that Ge-
neral Koster “‘failed to insure that a tho-
rough investigation would be conducted’
and . accepted obviously phony. reports
from his officers. Both Koster and Young
‘“effectively suppressed” information of
the massacre by covering up reports of the
incident to other division officers.

-Scores of high ranking officers learned

about the Mylai massacre within days and -
did nothing. Official complaints by South -
Vietnamese army officials to Koster were

,1gnored

Koster was fully aware of what had» hap-
pened. A few days after March 16, Koster
and Young discussed it with the com-

; mander of the helicopter unit who was
present at”Mylai.

SUPPRESSION

To keep things quiet, Colonel Oran Hen-
derson was ordered to make an in-

vestigation which was ‘“little more than a
pretense’’ and whose goal was “‘the sup-
pression of the true facts concerning the
events of March 16th.”” Most of the wit-
nesses to the massacre who eagerly tes-

tified for General Peers said no attempt

was made by Koster s staff to interview
them.

During the Peers inquiry, most of the
battlefield reports and investigations on
Mylai mysteriously disappeared from the
Vietnam military files.

The Peers report also confirms specific

. charges of murder at Mylai that were
dropped ‘during- the trial of Lieutenant
Calley. Platoon members testified to
having observed “‘an old Vietnamese man
being bayoneted to death. and to having
seen another man thrown alive into a well

and subsequently killed with a hand gre-

nade.”

The report especially condemns Colonel
Frank Barker, later killed in a helicopter
crash, for planning, ordering and di-

- recting ‘‘the execution of an unlawful ope-
ration against inhabited hamlets.”’

MASSACRES
The report states that over 500 civilians

- *were killed in.the massacres at-Mylai 4

‘and at Mykhe 4. The charges against Cap-
tain Willingam who led the second mas-
sacre were dropped just as. the charges
against the 14 officers involved in Mylai
were ‘“‘for lack of evidence.” The Ge-
nerals” were censured, Young was de-
“moted and that was it.

The Peers report is not just the story of

perialist machine devoted to the task of

an_isolated massacre but of 'an im-

- The Real Murderers Go Free

exterminating the Vietnamese people if
necessary to serve the interests of ca-
pitalism. They act on their own with the
full backing and approval of Nixon.

Following on the heels of the Peers
report, it has been revealed that General
John Lavelle, Commander of the Seventh
Air Force in Saigon was forced to resign in
March after ordering unauthorized bom-
bing raids against the North and calling
them “protective reaction strikes.”

Since 1968, under the cover of Johnson’s
so-called ‘‘suspended bombing” Lavelle
has repeatedly ordered bombing raids
against anti-aircraft radar, missile and
gun sites and then falsely reported
“enen;‘\y fire” to justify them.

RAIDS

The raids came to light only after an Air
Force sergeant wrote a letter to a De-
mocratic Senator from Iowa which said:
““We have been reporting that our planes
have received hostile reactions whether
they have or not. We have also been fal-
sifying targets struck and bomb damage
assessments,”’

Edward Hancock, a former Captain in
the Air Force, told the House of Re-
presentatives hearing that “protective
reaction was just a euphemism for the F-
4’s to stage raids over Laos and North

‘Vietnam and bomb the hell out of them.”

Michael Lewis, who worked for a top
secret photo intelligence unit which picked
out targets for the. ‘‘protective reaction
raids’ testified that: “We knew we
weren’t supposed to do it except we were
told that orders had come from the Pen-
tagon.”

Lavelle himself has admitted not only
that he did it but that the highest Army
chiefs knew about it. He told the House
Committee:

“I think-General Abrams knew what I
was doing, He never worried about or sat
down and debated our rules of en-
gagement before we did it

“I’'m the commander and the buck stops
here. In my opinion, these were low level
wonderful people who were filing what
they thought we wanted.”

He claimed that as soon as he saw the
falsified reports: ““I stopped all of those
strikes. If I had to do it over again, I would

do it again but look into the reporting
system first.”” .

“I assigned three men to find out how
we could continue doing what we were
doing but report it accurately.” He con-
cluded that this would be ‘impossible. He
added that he didn’t think it was very
“smart” to falsify the reports.

Lavelle can afford to be arrogant and
brazen about the bombings because he
knows that the Pentagon and Nixen are
standing behind him.

Although Lavelle has been forced to
retire at a three star rank instead of four,
he can console himself with a sweet re-
tirement benefit of over $2,000 a month,
70% of which is tax free.

The truth about the Vietnam war, the
massacres of civilians, the massive bom-
bings during the so-called de-escalation,
can no longer be concealed because Nixon
and the Army are forced to act more and
more openly at a time when they are faced
with a total defeat by the revolutionary
army of the Vietnamese workers and pea-

CRISIS ‘

They are prepared to do whatever they
must to preserve imperialism despite the
political consequences. Every scandal in
Vietnam exposes the desperate frenzy of a

‘sants.

_government in crisis under the blows of

the working class throughout the world.

It is precisely because Nixon is being
pushed back that the dangers must be un-
derstood. The enormous power and in-
dependence of the military expresses the
real plans and policies of U.S. im-
perialism. It is the Army which is the
most outspoken champion of a campaign
to bomb Vietnam off the map and to go to
war against China.

It is Nixon and the American capitalists
who are the real murderers. If they are
prepared to massacre thousands of Viet-
namese to save their system in Vietnam
they will be equally if not more ruthless
against the American working class which
is fighting to preserve its right to a decent
wage,

Mylai is a warning: American workers
must prepare now to. throw out the De-
mocrats and Republicans and build a laber
party before the methods of Vietnam are
brought home.
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Juan Farinas: Free }
All Political Prisoners

BY NANCY FIELDS

Thg following is a statement from Juan P. Farinas, who has been serving a
two year sentence in Danbury Federal Penitentiary since March 27.

Marinas’ sentence stems

from framed up charges of -

violating the Selective Ser-
vice Act at his induction in
August, 1968. His sole crime
was to peacefully distribute
leaflets opposing the Viet-

Juan Farinas
nam War as a class war being
waged against the workers
and peasants in Vietnam

The campaign to free Juan is
now taking place along three
fronts. The first is an immediate
request to the U.S. Board of
Parole that he be released into
the Army in view of the fact that
Farinas never refused induction.

At the same time, he will be
eligible for parole in September
and a request for this is being
prepared.

The third part of the campaign
is centered on an appeal to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for modi-
fication of sentence.

_Inview of the mounting attacks
against all trade unionists, we
urge all workers and youth to
take up the defense of Farinas as

part of the defense of the entire

working class. Telegrams should -

be sent to the U.S. Department of
Justice, U.8. Board of Parole,
Washington, D.C. demanding
that Juan be freed immediately.

Farinas’ statement.: '

“Today the U.S. government,
representing the interests of the
capitalist class, is seeking to
wipe out all opposition to its poli-
cies, particularly in relation to
the war in Vietnam. It is trying to
eliminate the most elementary
and democratic right of the
working class and the youth so
that it can smash the whole
working class and maintain the
rule of the capitalist class.

Thus, we have seen the pro-
secution and persecution of mili-
tants for the sole ‘crime’ of
fighting to lead the working peo-
ple against their real enemies.
We have seen the ripping up of
union contracts by the govern-
ment and the virtual robbery of
millions of dollars from the
workers’ pockets.

The government is seeking to
prevent the working people from
acquiring the kind of re-
volutionary leadership ne-
cessary to defeat this barbarous
system of war, -racism, ex-
ploitation and repression.

In my own case it is crystal
clear that I am in jail for my op-
position to the war in Vietnam
and because I based that op-
position, and the struggle against
the war, on the working class and
the political struggle against the
capitalist system itself.

The different appeals that have
been denied by the different
courts have been because of this

political reason too and not be-
cause of any legal questions in-
volved. Only a political struggle
against the capitalist system
itself can free any political pri-
soner today or win any justice at
all.

CLASS WAR

This struggle must be based on
the movement of the working
class and the youth. I, like many
others in the prisons of the U.S.,
am a prisoner of the class war. It
is a war which the ruling class
has launched against the working
people and we must answer them
in kind.

In its attempt to crush the
working people, the government
throws countless workers, youths
and revolutionaries in jail in
order to break their spirit of
struggle. The problem is that
within these prisons that spirit of
struggle is growing more and
more.

It could perhaps be said that
more revolutionaries are coming
out of prisons today than from
anywhere else in the U.S. The
thirst for knowledge and Marx-
ism is as unquenchable within
these institutions, designed to
smash such thirst, as it is in the
outside among workers and
youth.

The concerted efforts of both
the Democratic and Republican
parties o take everything away
from working people poses
sharply the need for the working

class fo break from those parties

and build its own party, a labor
party. Only in that way can we
stop Wallace's racist and anti-
working class movement.”

Quebec Unions Call For
People’s Committees’

BY A BULLETIN REPORTING TEAM
QUEBEC CITY—The 45th biennial convention of the Confederation of National Trade Unions
(CNTU) called for the formation of “people’s committees’’ made up of trade unionists in all the

electoral districts of Quebec.

This is a2 major step forward in
breaking Quebec workers from
the capitalist parties. The con-

' vention met in Quebec City from
June 11-17. Sixteen hundred dele-
gates attended. They re-
presented 250,000 workers across
the province.

The convention met in the
aftermath of the Common Front
strike wave against Bill 19 and
the jailing of the Common Front
leaders. CNTU President Marcel
Pepin had only recently been re-
leased from Orsainville prison
and both he and the two other
Common Front leaders, Louis
Laberge and Yvon Charbonneau,
could be jailed again depending
on an appeals court decision.

The situation that confronted
the convention was an ex-
fremely dangerous one. The
general strike left a stalemate,

Indeed, the massive strike
wave continues, almost una-
bated, in Quebec, with the Mon-
treal city workers, dockers,
steelworkers and now the Hydro-
Quebec employees going out.

- In the weeks prior to the con-
vention, a split took place inside
the CNTU. Three members of the
executive—Jacques Dion, Paul-
Emile Dalpe, and Amedee
Daigle—split to form a new onion

confederation called the Can-
federation of Democratic Trade
Unions (CDTU). The 3D’s, as
they are known, claimed to have
the support of 70,000 CNTU mem-
bers but ended up attracting 30,-
000.

The group based its policies on
a rejection of the positions of the
“leftists” inside the CNTU. “No
to separatism, no to com-
munism, no to the revolution,”
was how Daigle phrased it.

But all the demagogy about
“no polities” served to cover
their own right-wing politics and
their own alliance with the ruling
Liberal Party.

In his opening address, Pepin
called for the “crushing of the
regime.” To this end, he called
for the setting up of “people’s
committees” in every election
district in the province.

These committees would be
made up of all the trade unionists
in the district from the three
major Quebec union federations.
Both Laberge and Charbonneau,
who addressed the convention on
the first day, agreed with Pepin
on the need for committees to act
as the political extensions of the

-uniens. )

Pepin’s recommendaﬁinz}
reveals the thinking of thou-
sands of workers across the pro-

vince who are coming to realize
the necessity for independent
class politics in order to protect
the very existence of their trade
unions.

However, Pepin sees the tasks
of these committees as pres-
suring candidates of the existing
parties in Quebec to carry out
measures favorable to the trade
unions.

The criterion for supporting a
candidate would be his “‘formal
condemnation of capitalism.” In
no case would this include any
candidate of the Liberals, Unite-
Quebec or Social Credit. That
leaves only the Parti Quebecois.

But the PQ is as much a ca-
pitalist party as the others in
Quebec. PQ leader Rene Leves-
que is now touring France,
meeting with top French bankers
eager to invest in Quebec, and
condemning once again the Com-
mon Front and defending the
Bourassa regime’s position.

The whole point, now, is to
unite the political struggles of
workers in every part of the
country. This can only be ac-
complished through the struggle
to bring the federal Liberal
government down and to replace

it with a National Democratic

Party government which will be

pledged to socialist policies.

|Editor's Notebook

“I love my husband very
much. But I'm not going to
stand for all those dirty things
that go on.”

A Tuesday afternoon soap
opera? No, it was Martha
Mitchell in person, speaking
to some Daily News repor-
ters in a New York hotel.
Martha Mitchell, not known
for her understatements,
wailed on: “This is nothing
but a cops and robbers game,
and I'm trying to get my hus-
band out of it.”’

While Martha wouldn’t ela-

Martha Mitchell
borate on what ‘‘those dirty
things that go on are or who
specifically are the “cops and
robbers,” this particular out-
burst came only a few days
after the raid on the Demo-
cratic Party headquarters by
a group of ex-CIA agents and

_ anti-Castro Cuban exiles that
have direct links to the Repub-
lican Party and toe Mr.
Mitchell himself.

James W. McCord, one of
the crew which invaded the
Democratic Party offices was
employed as the “'security co~
ordinator’ for the Committea
for the Re-Election of the
President, run by none other
than John Mitchell and a
“security consultant” for the
Republican National Com-
mittee.

Martha's big mouth is

| ﬁix’ﬁ;’ mhugs exic;n President hevarria‘ '"‘in Wéshihgtgm.;

Killer Is Grateful |

Leaders of the La Raza
Unida party, which is boosted
in revisionist cireles as
representing the “indepen-
dent Chicano movement’* and
as an alternative to the
Republican and Democratic
Parties, recently met with
Luis Echeverria Alva-
rez—the President of Mexico.

Jose Gutierrez, the founder
of the party, and Randy
Muniz, the party’s candidaie
for Governor of Texas sat
down with him in San Antonio
for a 20 minute chat. They

returned from. Washington

~ Martha Spills The Beans

even Mrs. Mitchell, who. is a

can students two years ago.

were there attending their
convention. Alvarez bad just

blowing the lid off the cabal
behind the Nixon Administra-
tion. Not only has the Demo-
cratic Party, the other capi-
talist party, become into-
lerable for those right-wing
forces who represent the cor-
orations’ determination to
destroy the working class, but

vicious anti-communist, is
getting a few knocks.

She claims that the men
provided by her husband’s Re-
Election Committee to guard
her are giving her a hard
time.

“It was a horrible exper-
jence. Can you believe that a
man can walk into your bed-
roomn, take over and pull the
phone out of the wall?”

Mrs. Mitchell went on to say
that the guards ‘‘threw me
down on a bed—five men did
it~and stuck a needle in my
behind. I've never been
treated like this, ever.”(!)

John Mitchell has been the
architect of the Bonapartist
moves in the Nixon Admin-
istration—hacking away at
the democratic rights won by
the working class in the in-
terasts of monopolies like
ITT. :

Trotsky described the Bona-
partist as the “clerk of the
property owners.” ‘‘Yet the
clerk sits on the back of the
boss, rubs his neck raw and
does not hesitate at times to
dig his boots into his face.”

Mrs. Mitchell is getting the
boot and not only in the face.
Contrary to her expectations,
the American capitalist class,
her class, is. not going to
proceed with all the social
amenities to conduct its dirty
business of trying to break the
Armerican working class.
There is no capitalist class in
the world more corrupt, more
decadent, and more deter-
mined to hold onto its bloated
profits than the American
ruling class. ““Those dirty
things that go on” are just
beginning to surface.

v

where he was warmly em-
braced by Nixon. :
Muniz, after speaking with
this representative of capi-
talism, said: “He was very
open to the La Raza Unida
party. He said it was a
wonderful idea that we're
practicing democracy. He
was grateful.” ’
Alvarez, is the man wh
ordered the murder of Mexi-

He is ““grateful” to Muniz and
Gutierrez because they and
their nationalist party seek to
keep the Chicano workers and
youth under the barrel of capi-
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ECONOMY . e

(Continved From Page 3)

now accelerated greatly.

Just days before it took place,
- Tory Prime Minister Heath
angrily responded to Labour
Chancellor Denis Healey’s fore-
cast of a new devaluation. Heath
charged that Healey was ‘‘doing
his best to destroy sterling. We
all know the notorious record of
prophecy of Mr. Healey.”

Within three days, Heath had
to eat these words, It is the tre-
mendous development of the eco-
nomic crisis and the movement
of the working class in response
to it which is throwing Heath and
his counterparts in Washington,
Bonn and other capitals into such’
disarray,

ALTERNATIVE

tegrates.”
This expresses the absolute ne-
cessity for the capitalist class in

every country to launch new and -

more vicious attacks upon every
single right which the workers
have won in years of struggle.
Every retreat on the part of the
employers and their go-
vernments in the past period has
only deepened the crisis they
face. This is symbolized by the
collapse of the Smithsonian
agreement arrived at after
months of the most difficult
negotiations, and without any
progress having been made.

The partial concessions given

to the British miners and the

The only alternative to new de- &

valuations and revaluations,
which would wipe out larger and
larger sections of European and
Japanese capital, is exchange
controls and trade restrictions.
But these measures would have a
- disastrous impact on trade and
capital movements, thus also re-
sulting in deeper recession all
" over the-capitalist world.

. The New York Times quotes a
leading Frankfurt banker after
the latest developments: ‘“The
politicians better wake up before
the Western world disin-

Edward Heath

fight of the railwaymen and
dockers were directly re-
sponsible for the latest crisis. In
the U.S., the Pay Board attacks,
while they have been met by in-
creasing resistance from the
working class, are not nearly suf-
ficient to deal with the crisis
facing the capitalists.

UNLOAD

Nixon has tried to unload the
crisis onto Europe, while pro-
ceeding with some hesitation in
his war on the trade unions. This
cannot be done without un-
leashing new and more severe
monetary crises leading to
worldwide financial anarchy and
collapse.

The ruling class must go way
beyond its first attempts to dis-
ciplineand hold back the working
class. Against the brutal attacks
of the employers and the Nixon
Administration, American
workers will fight their way to
political maturity through the
creation of a labor party.

This will take place under con-
ditions of civil war .in Europe,
created in part by the U.S. capi-
talists themselves, because they
have no other choice. This sets
the stage for the most explosive
and rapid development of a re-
volutionary leadership in the
trade unions and the entire
working class.

PA. CONSTRUCTION . . .

(Continued From Page 5)

One worker had a hammer and
sickle on his hard hat and a
placard saying “With unity we
can win.”’ None were deterred by
the rain, which grew in-
creasingly worse after 5:30 A M.

~ FEAR

It was out of tremendous fear
of this determination of workers
to protect their unions that ‘li-
beral”
Milton Shapp the day before de-
clared a state of emergency and
sent 2,000 of Pennsylvania’s 4,000
state police to Norristown in the
largest show of force in the unit’s
history.

The real intentions of the

government in this period were .

expressed in the two tactical
squads of Norristown riot police,

" equipped with shotguns, tear gas,

and clubs. The Governor sent 36

‘mounted police, 20 motorcycle

cops, and 3 helicopters.

FBI agents were on hand as

‘‘official observers” and Na-
tional Guardsmen were sta-
tioned outside the city. By 6:15
A.M., 500 troopers stood outside
the courthouse and another 300

. waited inside. And all this during

one of the worst floods in the
state’s history!

When they reached the court-
house, workers booed and

Democratic Governor

shouted at the cops ‘‘protecting”
the judge as they jammed into
the surrounding streets. Thomas
Magrann, business manager of
the Building and Trades Council,
shouted through a megaphone:
“Here we are America, the hard-
hats! We won’t sit idly by and
watch competitors pay sub-
standard wages.”

In fact, it was the construction
workers who were first hit with a
government review board to hold
down wages before the August 15
measures. Now, it is the con-
struction workers who are
moving in a massive offensive
against the government.

Hospital workers’ rally marked
beginning of mass labor rallies.

LABOR FOR PEACE . ..

(Conﬁnued From Page 1)
party.

Wurf began by saying that the
American labor movement
was  “unique.”’ According to
Wurf, the American_trade un-
ion movement has ‘‘made it poss-
ible for workers to have access to
the . establishment,”’ because in
the US. the . labor. movement,
does not have to “tear down,”’
does not need its own ideology or
political movement, but can have
“a bi-lateral understandmg with
“the bosses.”

Remarking on the leaflets and
literature advocating a labor par-
ty that he had received on enter-
ing the conference, Wurf con-
tinued, “I think that it’s fine to
have a discussion about a-labor
party, I think it’s fine to-have a
discussion about a general strike,

~but I recognize that we have to be
-realistic.” Wurf went on to say

that- we had to stick with the -

‘Democrats as part of the “Dump
Nixon”’ campalgn
The next morning the discus-

~sion on the labor party was im-

mediately brought into the center
~ . of the convention when ARSCME

Local 1164 (Minneapolis)

delegate Perry ‘Tilleraas got the -
- floor in the dlscussmn on the

~ “proposed staterment on policy”
and read the resolution for the-

labor party.

The resolution outlined the
steps by the Minneapolis Central
Labor Union Council and other
labor bodies toward formation of
a labor party, the sharpening
attacks carried out by both
Democrats and Republicans. on
the Vietnamese workers and
peasants and on the U.S. trade
unions, and resolved ‘‘that this
Labor for Peace Conference de-
mand that the American labor
movement—the AFL-CIO, UAW,

Teamsters and all other indepen- -

dent unions immediately call a
Congress of Labor for the pur-
pose of launching an indepen-
dent - labor party for the 1972

“election.”

Conference . Chairman - Emil

* Mazey, Secretary-Treasurer of
“the UAW, first attempted to .in-

terrupt and prevent the reading

-of the resolution and then ruled it

out of order, saying that the only
resolution that ‘would be dis-

~cussed and voted.on would be the

‘“Proposed Statement on
Pohcy ”

‘When' the ruling of the chair
was challenged, Mazey . dropped
all pretense of democratic

Order from‘ ‘

Burlehn Troisky Senes

I LEON TROTSKY ON |
THE LABOR PIRTY |

]ust Out’

Leon Trotsky On
The Labor Party .50¢
-This . completely. new edi-
" tion of the.discussions held -
‘with- Leon Trotsky in 1938
on the labor party comes at
.a critical time for Amer-
ican workers. Now Amer-
ichn workers must take up
the fight to form their own
party or face defeat as the
capitalists step up their at-
tacks. A new introduction
by Dan-Fried, Labor Ed-
~itor of the Bulletin tells the
true history of the 100"year
struggle of American labor

for its own party.

- servers,”’

L Labor Pubhcatmns 135 West 14th St ‘New York, N.Y. 10011,

procedure, stating, “I do not
accept the challenge,” and de-
manding that Tilleraas be seated
without any vote at all on the
challenge.

The suppression of democracy

was a result of the fear of the

widespread support that the
labor party had among the

delegates. Mazey stated that the

reason - for not allowing this
resolution was that the confer-

- ence was not set up to take polit-

ical stands or ‘‘to form parties.”
Mazey had already explained

that the intent of the official .

policy statement however was to
put pressure on Congress to end
the war. The job of the confer-
ence, he said, was ‘“to educate
Congress and the Senate, to
educate our President,” on the

- necessity of ending the war.

Myra Wolfgang, a Detroit
leader of the Hotel and Restaur-

_ant’ Employees Union;, dema-

gogically attacked the demand
for a labor party and said that
her only objection to the official
policy statement was that ‘it
didn’t' say dump Nixon.”

 Cleveland. Robinson, Pres-
ident of the Distributive Workers
of America, said, “I do not want
to be too critical of people who

- are for a labor party, but we did

not.set up this conference on the
basis of calling people together to
-establish a labor party.”.

In the midst of the discussion

 centering around the labor party

an amendment was presented by

delegate Steve Zeluck of the New

Rochelle Federation of Teachers
of the AFT, calling on the confer-
ence ‘‘to begin immediately to
educate and organize, aiming at
a one day work stoppage against
the war and wage controls...if

possible within three months.”

Zeluck and the other sup-
porters of :the amendment,
-spelled out in a leaflet entitled,
““A rank and file proposal—pres-
ented by 80. delegates. and ob-
posed this demand for
a work stoppage completely in

- opposition to the demand for a
‘labor party. While- the leaflet
passed out asked that the confer-

ence ‘‘denounce and not endorse
the Democratic and Republican
parties,”” -it refused to put
forward the alternative of alabor

\

party. Without this, all the
‘‘denunciations” of the Demo-
crats will change nothing.

The same kind of so-called
opposition to the Democrats was
expressed later at a caucus
meeting of the “one-day work
stoppage froces.”’ One of its
leaders said that the demand for
a one-day work stoppage should
be ‘‘simultaneous with the dump
Nixon movement.”” This means
in support of McGovern, rather
than contrary to it.

However, even this demand,‘
and the militancy of the dele- .
- gates behind it was seen as a

threat by Mazey and the confer-
ence leaders. As part of a
maneuver to avert a real vote on
this amendment—which also
would have meant allowing a

vote on the labor party resolu-

tion—Mazey called for a ‘“‘straw
vote’’ on the amendment, which
was supported by an estimated
two thirds of the delegates. This
shows the kind of support that
undoubtedly could have been got-
ten for the labor party resolution
if a discussion and vote on it had
been allowed. .

Instead Mazey and the other
leaders were able to turn the
discussion away from the labor
party, bringing forward a

number of ‘‘big guns” to speak.

against the —work-stoppage
amendment from among the
labor. bureaucrats. This included

~ Harry Bridges and other ILWU

leaders whose union had gone on
record for a one-day work stop-
page-in the past.

Only after this was the leader—
ship ready to take a vote on the
official ‘policy statement which
was still opposed by some 25
percent of the delegates. No vote

~was ever taken on any other

resolutions or amendments.
The. role’ of- the Communist
Party was revealed in its
attempt to straddle the oppos-
ition of many militant delegates
including some of their own sup-
porters who favored a work-stop-
page at the same time as they
maintained "a cozy relationship

‘with the initiators and leading

sponsors of the conference in the

‘labor bureaucracy.

- Many of the sponsors of the
conference are in fact people who

follow the line of the Communist
Party and who will be involved in
this weekend’s TUAD confer-
ence in Chicago, initiated by sup-

- porters of the Communist Party.

The June 27 Daily Weorld report
on the conference represents a
complete falsfication of what ac-
tually took place. There is no
mention at all of the labor party
resolution or discussion of the
labor party in any way, shape or
form.

The -only report of any differ-
ence was a- brief report that “‘a
point of difference...emerged
over the timing of a one-day
strike...Harry Bridges of the
ILWU expressed his endorse-
ment of such a tactic but strongly
urged a planned organizational
effort to build such an action. For
the moment, Bridges urged dele-
gates ‘go back to your local un-
ions and seek participation in the
peace movement from rank and
file members.”””

What is unexplained is that
Bridges, far from ‘‘endorsing”
such a tactic as something to be
carried out, spent about twenty
minutes opposing it on the basis
that it would infringe on the
workers’ right to decide on
strikes themselves. Bridges also
claimed it would cut off people
like himself from George Meany
and the AFL-CIO leaders who re-
mained outside of ‘labor for
peace.”

While the Stalinists completely
cover up for Bridges, Mazey and
the other bureaucrats who used
“left” demagogy against the
militancy of the delegates, their
main aim at the conference was
to hold back the movement for a
labor party and subordinate the
trade unions to McGovern and -
the Democrats.

But this movement for a Iabor
party which has now been taken
up by Albert Fitzgerald of the
United Electrical Workers can-
not be stopped and will be
brought to the center of this
weekend’s TUAD conference in
Chicago. The movement for the
labor party now enters a period
of mass support in the working
class in which the great power of
the trade unions will be mob-
ilized against the attack of the
capitalist class through . forma-
tion of the labor party.
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Unemployment
Threatens In
Aerospace

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
LOS ANGELES—Thousands of aerospace workers

- now face a situation in which their jobs are depen-

dent on a single contract. The decline in Depart-
ment of Defense and NASA contracts as well as the
crisis of the commercial airlines means disaster for

aerospace.

The government is demand-
ing tightening of excess capa-
city and refusing to finance

‘the industry as it is. This

means that aerospace unem-
ployment is a federal policy.

This crisis is centered on the
West Coast particularly in South-
ern California. In California
alone almost 200,000 workers
have lost their jobs in the in-
dustry.

The decline in Los Angeles is
sharper than anywhere else. For
example, North American
Rockwell has laid off 65 percent
of its work force in the last five
years. The very survival of the
plant depends on successful bid-
ding for the B-1 bomber and
space shuttle contracts to be
awarded next-year.

The declines in California are
catastrophic, From $1.9 billion in
1965, NASA contracts now total
no more than $0.7 billion today.

Since 1965 California’s share of
total aerospace contracts has
declined from 50 percent to
scarcely a fifth.

UNEMPLOYMENT

This is no temporary fluctua-
tion. The level of employment in
California aerospace is now
equal to that of late 1953. What-
ever contracts are forthcoming,
aerospace workers face a new
situation. What is at stake here is
the right to a job.

The Whipple leadership must
be forced to state precisely how
they intend to 'meet the attacks
and defend the right to work.

Aerospace must be nation-
alized under workers control. In
California, the 200,000 workers
who have been sacrificed to the
profit-loss “statements of the
employers must be rehired.

The strength of the UAW and
TAM must be mobilized against a
government whose policy is more

unemployment

West Coast News

Ford Strikers Denounce
Deadly Health Violations

BY BARRY GREY

H

MILPITAS—The strike against intolerable health and safety condltxons at the
Ford plant here has entered into its second week with no negotiations and no

settlement in sight.

-UAW Local 560 has
demanded that Ford replace
the maintenance and cleanup
crews which have been cut in
half over the last two years
and schedule them on a
regular basis.

Thus far the company has
refused to deal with 39 specific
grievances of the union. These
grievances center around inade-
quate ventilation in the spray
paint booths, welding areas, and
other operations, slick, greasy
floors, and in general, conditions
so filthy that rats and mos-
quitoes breed in the plant.

INDICATION
An indication of the kind of
conditions Ford is attempting to
impose on the workers is the fact

‘that the company refused to ad-

mit Assemblyman Alister
McAlister and a representative
of the State Department of Indus-
trial Relations into the plant to
investigate the union’s charges.

Some of these grievances have
been piling up for the last two

years. A picket told the Bulletin:
‘“They just let these grievances
pile;up. First stage, second
stage, third stage, and the next
thing you know they put them
aside and that’s it. They just keep-
promising and never do it.”’

DANGEROUS

One of the pickets described
some of the most dangerous
aspects of the plant: “'The
biggest problem is the paint
booth. It’s hot. I'm in the sand:
ing booth and it's hot in. the
sanding booth. You're eating the
dust that you’re sanding.

“It’s pot dust, it’s prime and
paint and metal flakes, The
stuff’s going into your lungs and
all they’ve got is fans to blow the
dust. Where do they blow the
dust? Right back into your
face. .

“The metal grinding  booth,
There’s no ventilation. You
breathe in that lead. That stuff’s
going to kill your lungs. They
have to have a blood count every
three months to make sure they
haven’t gotlead poisoning.

“Any time you're in the san-
ding booth, it’s at least 10 to 15
degrees hotter inside than it is
oufside. If it’s 85 to 90 outsxde,
it’s 110 in the booth.”

Ford's refusal to budge on
these issues is part of a nation-
wide campaign by the auto ’
bosses to break down working
conditions and job securily won
through bitter struggle.

There is every' indication that
Ford intends to go the route of
GMAD and introduce massive

Speed-up and automation. A

picket told the Bulletin "that
stepped up automation is slated
for the 1973 truck models.

The local leadership continues
to treat.the strike as simply a
local question refusing to put for-
ward a strategy. Pickets were
upset at the timing of the strike
and one young worker said:
“Why now? Why not wait until
the first '73 rolls out and then
strike?”

Ford workers must confront
the fact that they have been
forced out by a management
determined to - prepare GMAD
type attacks on- their rights and
conditions. Ford must.be stopped
now. .

The- ranks must demand that
the leadership state its strategy.
This leadership must be forced to
confront the international leader-
ship for its refusal to mobilize
the full strength of the UAW in
strike action to defend the union.

Seamen Battle Scabs

With Mass

Picketing

BY DENNIS FULTON ‘
PORTLAND—A strike of 250 members of the Inlandboat-
mens Union (SIU) against Waterways Incorporated, a
warehouse subsidiary of Crown-Zellerbach Paper Company, is

in its seventh week here.
Mass picket lines have been or-
ganized by the ranks. A striker
told the Bulletin: ““This is a legal
strike, -but this form of pmketmg
is not sanctioned by the union to
avoid injunctions and fines.”

Scabs are crossing the lines

and scab trucks are continuing to
deliver cargo. One driver went

Renfs are going up for Hunter’s Pomt res:denfs whne Housmg Authomy ailows deferrorahng conditions. out of his way to hit a picket last

Hunfers Point Project Evicts Unemployed

BY MICHAEL THOMPSON

SAN FRANCISCO—The
Hunter’s Point area in San
Francisco contains the worst
housing in the entire city.
Here, in one area, hundreds of
workers and their families
are forced to live in old deter-
iorating buildings, many liter-
ally unfit for living.

“‘Now we have to call down-
town for repairs,” said one
unemployed worker who has
lived in the projects for three
years. ‘‘But there is usually
about a three month wait until
someone comes out to fix it.

“In an emergency, like if the
sink or commode is overflowing,
you can get someone around in
‘one or two'days, but only if it’san
emergency: ,

“You wouldn’t believe the
roaches. Thousands of them. I
bought insecticide, but it doesn’t

do any good. I've been here three

years and they haven’t sprayed
once. Sometimes they do but only

after somebody moves out and -

then only that unit.”

BOARDED UP

Every broken window now
must be repaired by the tenants.
It used to be that the Housing
Authority replaced windows but
they stopped. Workers who have
been iaid off or unemployed can-
not, afferd the unexpected ex-
pense of a window and conse-
quently the windows are boarded
U

pAlrmosf: every bmldmg has at
least one window boarded up, and
many have entire fioors with

, nothmg but boards. ‘‘It’s the kids

who break the wirfdows, but you
can’t blame them. They’'ve got
nothing to do, no jobs, no school,
no sports.

*“If these kids don't find work, I
don’t care what we do, things are
not going to change.”” And the
summer is just beginning.

New housing, which was sup-
posed o be for families already
living in the projects, now will
see few low income families if
any at all. Rent for the new hous-
ing will be higher than many can
afford. People in the project
spoke of .rent of about $150 for a
one bedroom unit in the new
area.

The Hqusing Authority had told
all the residents that there would
be no increase of rents. Now for
some families, rent will double

or triple.

A year ago, the Housing Aus
thority would let a family get a
little behind in rent if some unu~
sual problem had come up, but
now evictions are being carried
ont against residents even slight~

ly behind. Three families have -

just been evicted from the Dou-
blerock area and more evictions
are going to be carried out.

““The problem is trying to stay
in these projects. We've nowhere
else’ to go. Unless you have
money and a good job, you're
not going to get into the new
projects.

“And now it looks like they
{the Housing Authority) waut to
kick everyone out. They don't
care abeut poor unemplnyed
people.”

week. The strligers face threats
and harassment from the county -
sheriff who escorts timid strike
breakers, across the lines and
looksthe other way at vonence
against the strikers. -
The key issue is job classifi-

cation which the IBU members-

see as a protection against
layoffs and speed-up. One unipn
membet explained: ‘‘When you
come to work you don’t get into a

labor pool, you got a job to go

to.”

The employers want one
worker to be responsible for
many jobs. This had tragic conse-
quences last fall. “We had a guy
get killed here last fall because
the tead man has so many things

to perform- instead of being a -

lead man.

KILLED

“He was being a lead man and -
a terminal worker. He wasn't
able to take care of his lead
man’s work so a guy got killed.
That’s a form of speed-up.”

Another striker complained:
“We have supervisors that are -
crossing over into the bargain-
ing unit. They are doing our peo-
ple out of a job. They are over-
supervised here. They have 75
supervisors to cover 250 people.”



EDITORAL

Defeat Of U. Of Cal. Strike:
A Grim Warning To Labor

After 67 days on the picket lines striking U.C. Berkeley |
workers have voted unanimously to return. The settlement
represents a bitter defeat for the strikers giving the univer-
sity virtually everything it demanded.

In return for an amnesty agreement, building tradesmen

"have been forced to accept a maintenance classification.
After July 1, their wages are to be frozen for years until the
lower maintenance scale rises to the freeze level.

New bailding trade employees will be.hired at the lower
‘maintenance rate, a cut of approximately two dollars an

all practical purposes the university denies them recogn1~
tion.

with the union leadership. Both Groulx of the Alameda
Central Labor Council and Childers, leader of the building
tradesmen, refused to go beyond a policy of protest. =

- Despite beatings, jailings and injunctions both acted as
’ though it was still possible to conduct business as usual.
They refused to declare a strike and shut down the univer-
sity and they refused to mobilize the power of the thousands
of workers they lead.
.. All the heroism and militancy of the rank and fxle was
diverted into hopeless demonstrations, sit-ins and meéetings.
The strikers were up against the full power of the state

the rest of the labor movement they could not win.
This strike is a grim warning to the ‘trade union move-
ment. This is what every worker faces in defense of his

employer and politician..

Council supported by the Communist Party did nothmg to
zassmt the strikers.
Now Reagan prepares new. attacks on state workers Wlth
hls vicious cuts in the new budget slashmg ‘wage raises and
benefits.

The lessons of the Berkeley strike are clear. The flght for
‘a labor party that can defeat these umon-bustmg attacks

hour. The other striking unions were granted nothing and for |

The respous1b111ty for this- crlmlna] betrayal lies entu‘ely;

determined to break them and isolated from the power of i

wages and working conditions. Groulx and Childers have |
given - dangerous encouregement 10 every labor hatmg_

. Throughout this strike, all the so- called “friends of labor”
kept their distance and the so-called radical Berkeley City

-pohtxca]ly must be taken into. every union local. The alterna~ ‘

: tlve is: defeats even more serious than that in Berkeley.

b1g business.

This -is to be done through"

the introduction of every con-
“ceivable device to speed up
and cut the work force. In the
- process, the Post Office plans
a pay—cuttmg job: reclassi-

flcatlon and the ehmmatlon of o

semorlty rights.

In short; every method used by‘ :

pnvate -industry -in - plants like
-GM’s. Lordstown is being ‘intro-
“duced into the Post Office.
_:Already thousands of jobs have
- beencut through attrition and by
provokmg employees . to' break

minor rules for which they can be :

fxred

‘Last year s reorgamzatlon was
des1gned to centralize the

process of picking up, sorting and
delivering mail, Each area now
has a Sectional Center Facility.

-,.Eventually all. mail will be

‘taken directly to.these centers to

be sorted and delivered in bulk

-throughout the ‘world. All inter-

_ "mediate - jobs like sorting and

Post Office Department into the semi-private U.S.
- Post Service enters its second. year of changes
de51gned to make the Post Offlce meet the needs of

sackmg done at nexghborhood ot-» '
fices are to be eliminated. = -

An official at the Oakland Mam
~Post. Office (an SFC) said:

“‘Automation is all any one-in the
Post Office ever talks about
these -days.”

These: changes were flrst-x

recommended to President John-
son by the 1967 Kappel Commis-"

“sion. The 1970 wildeat strike was

the signal 'for Congress .to

prepare all-out war on Post Of- '
fice workers. - -

The first year of operatlon of

‘the new Post Office has'laid the

groundwork for the major

-~ changes-envisioned in the Kappel
-report. The Post Office is now-
autonomous  from the govern-
.ment,. which -means " that em-
: ployees o 1onger have any of the:

protection, “particularly  job.

-security, granted under the civil
“service regulations. ,

Now that this groundwork has
beenl completed, the plan is: ex-
pected to go into full gear when )

Hawaii Longshoremen Set
To Strike As Governor
Threatens Dock Seizure

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
HAWAII-The Hawaii longshore strike has been postponed for one week
- Longshoremen in Hawaii are demanding a contract similar to that on the main-
land except that they are only asking for a 38-hour guarantee. They have been
working without a contract for one year and the eniployers are holding out for a

cheaper settlement.

Bulletin reporter talks to ILWU members on- the San Fran-
cisco docks as Hawanan [ongshoremen prepare for strlke action,

p‘os, Office Pushes Job Cuts, Spood-Up.

~ BYTEDBAKER
OAKLAND——-The total reorganlzatlon of the U. S

the new budget is announced next
 month. - Everyone the Bulletin
‘ talked to, from officials of the
American Postal Workers Oak-

landlocal, to officials in the Oak- -

land - administrative = office, - to

mail handlers and clerks, expect

the Post Office to.drop a bomb-

shell -in ‘the next -budget. The

APWU expects. a 10 percent cut
-in a force of 700 people. :

_In ‘Oakland, considerable con-

tralization has already occurred.

The Oakland Main Post Office is-
. a huge building,” which contains

the most modern machinery to

~'sort mail. ‘It 'is .crammed with
machines able to sort and cancel-

_mail at rates of over 30,000 an
hour.- - .
In Oakland, arid places like it,

. where the reorganization is well

‘under way, the Post Office has

‘been carrying out a steadily es-
~calating = guerrilla
against the workers and their

campaign

‘porary’’ - employees have .lost
their jobs. Now, however, the

- Post Office is taking on workers

covered under the union con-

. tract

Dissatisfaction and rumors are
already widespread at the
Oakland Post Office and the July

1 budget could very well result in

a massive strike. It is a nation-

- wide shutdown that must be pre-
-pared if the government attacks

are to be beaten back.

“union to get an early startonthe . |

next phase of reorganization.

“Although the “confract of the
APWU guarantees no layoffs for

".another year, the Post Officehas..
taken advantage ef every loop:

hole in ‘the contract. to cut the
work force, and now is actively
breaking the contract.

In the past year all ‘‘tem-

This situation is entirely the

. responsibility of the Bridges

leadership which has refused
to take Hawaii out with the
West Codst and has left the

- local completely isolated.

Hawaii has some of the most
automated dock facilities in the
United States. Only 900 dockers
still'work there. Many have been
forced to come to the West Coast
to find work. i

A strike means complete para-
lysis to the island whose entire
economy depends on -shipping.
The situation is so ‘sharp ‘that
dockers are faced with legis-
lation allowing the state to seize
the docks and force work to con-
tinue.

THREATENED
This is threatened despite the

‘fact that Hawaii’s governor is a

guest of honor at all ILWU con-

- ferences and was elected with

ILWU support. The union is the
most powerful political force on
the island.

The situation in Hawaii serves

~as a warning to the mainland.

Right now in San Francisco,
dockers are striking a grain ter-
minal which refuses to abide by
the terms of the new contract in
regard to the guarantee.

One D man told us that the em-
ployers intend to average B man
hours with those of steady B men
who get 40 hours a week. This
will make it almost -impossible
for B men to qualify for their
guarantee by working 80 percent
of average hours. .

STRIKE
A new strike date has been set.
There must be no more post-
ponements. There must be- full
parity with the mainland. Any
attempt at strikebreaking must
be answered immediately with a

. West Coast shutdown.
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