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Laborers picket outside Hartford C.mc Center construchon site in strike to defend ‘contract, See page 4.

Turn St. Louis Strike Into UAW

Nahon_wtde Shutdown Of GMAD

 SPECIAL TO THE BULLETIN
'ST. LOUIS, October 22—The General Motors plant here continues to be the

25 are slated to strike again at
midnight, Thursday October
26. In accordarnice with the so-
called ‘“‘Apache” or “hit and
run” strategy of the Inter-
national leadership of the
UAW, the Local 25 leaders
are calling this second strike

at the St. Louis plant, for a

limited four or five days in-
cluding the weekend. -
The UAW is continging its “hit

- and-run’’ policy, allegedly aimed

at pressuring GM into backing
down from - its brutal speed-up
and layoff policy, this week by

- -calling quickie ‘strikes af the
- 'Fairfax, Kansas, Janesville, Wis-
- ‘consin, and Arlington, Texas
plants. Strikes are also sche-
- duled now at the Leeds, Missouri
- and Hamilton, {}hmGMstam,

- ping plants.

Despite the hopes of Woodcock
and the UAW leaders to avoid a
confrontation, which would not
only mean an all-out battle with
Nixon but an embarrassment to
their man George McGovern, the

union is heading into an ir-

repressible conflict with GM.
 CENTER

The attack on the workers of

Local-25 by GM has been at the
center of the company’s aim of
forcing the workers to accept the

vicious speed-up and layoffs. The

company hoped to use the fear of

‘unemployment, as well as racial

divisions, o drive the workers
back in preparatmn for smashing

- the union entxrely in the next con~
tract.

But the desire of the ranks for
a battle was reflected in the huge
strike vote and the fact that the

 Local 25 leaders were forced to

- focal point . of an explosive confrontatmn developmg between General Motors
‘ ‘and the United Auto Workers.

The 8600 members of Local,

call for a nationwide shutdown of

GMAD. But the local leaders, in

going along with the *‘Apache”
strategy of Weodcock, have now
become accomplices in in hxs be-
trayal.

Before the strike, because they
feared the threat of a national

shutdown, local management at- - -

tempted to conciliate the union

by recalling about 400 men. But'

when auto ‘workers here re-
turned to work after the first hit
and run sirike, they found
nothing changed. GM has made

absolutely no concessions since

the Woodcock policy of limited

strikes was announced.

Since the short strike, some

shifts have worked up to 30

minutes overtime while others
have been shut down early.
Management seems to he

pushing the peint that they bave
(Continued On Page.18) ... -

 resolves to take up a batfle™

~ labor party. This fight will be
~ based on the program in The

whole.”’
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BY A BULLETIN
REPORTING TEAM
'CHICAGO—Over 325

trade unionists and

youth, attending the

National Conference For

A Labor Party Now! on

October 21-22 agreed

v unammously to. carry
forward a campaign for

a labor party as the only
way to defend the
American working class.

The following motion was
passed: ‘‘The Conference

for the trade unions to form a

Case For A Labor Party and
will be part of the defense of S
the working - class as a

- The conference also: elected an
Continuations Committee of 23
trade unionists including aute. < .
workers from Delco in Dayton, i

{Continued On Page3) -~

Political Committee

Statement

~ Bullefin Expunds To
: Lead Anti-Nixon F:ght

. The faﬂowing statement, which was submitted to the
National Conference for a. Labor Party Now!, was passed un

animously

In the August 14 issue of the Batlletin we outlmd‘ s
our plans for the development of the Bulletin and its
transformation into a daily newspaper. We are now ; :
able to develop this campaign more concretely

In the period since August

14, the urgent need for the de-

veiopmwt of the Bulletin has

become even clearer. During -
this election period, Nixon is

openly preparing new plans to

tie productxvxty to any wage
.increases,

~combining: this
with' an economic policy of

‘ gromng mempmymt ‘At
'read:es ,

the samae ﬁme,

fields. :
The Watergate scandalrevealsk .
only the tip of the iceberg of
Nixon's connections with right-
wing forces and the degree to-
which a govermnent of tnder-’
cover intrigue is already being
constructed to he utilized against
the demulc;ratic mghts uf the
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‘Rumors Mou;fm
Of Hanoi Dedl To
" Accept Ceasefire

~ BY DAVID NORTH.
Forces of the. Nahonal Liberation Front stepped up their of-

. .fensive throughout Vietham and Indochina in the face of

- mounting reports that a ceasefire is imminent.

As we go to press, there is-

- no definite confirmation that
' any agreement has been

~reached between the Govern--

~ ment of North Vietnam and
. Nixon. However, last week’s
- statement by Premier Pham
Van Dong on the willingness
- of North Vietnam to accept a
- geasefire without a political
settlement represented a
.. major retreat from previous
¢ i positions.
Speaking fo Newsweek editor

- Arnaud de Borchgrave, the North

Vietnamese premler said:

U “Negotiations are in an ex-
©- tremely important phase. We

" have done. everything humanly

: ,possnble for a successful conclu-
_sion.”

. The plans outlined by Pham

s "{J‘*Van Dong, which would amount

" to a complete betrayal of the
- Vietnamese workers. and pea-

of a “neutralist” government m
Saigon until elections could be
held. “Our iron will is -being
applied to bring about a three-
sided coalition - leading to. na-
tional reconciliation and in-
dependence,”’ he stated.

Reports indicate that Saigon

dictator Nguyen Thieu has.re-.

fused to sanction the current
talks between Henry Kissinger
and the North Vietnamese. But
the Nixon Administration has ap-

_ parently assured Thieu that his

‘army and police would be heavily
armed during the ceasefire
period.

" In the midst of the intensive
negotiations between Kissinger
and the North Vietnamese, the
Saigon regime is preparing for a
‘ceasefire . by - strengthening its

machinery for terror. A decree,

.introduced October 23, provides

for the death penalty for all NLF -
g - . members and sympathizers in
- sants, call for the estabhshment L

tbe ceaseflre zone controlled by

‘South Korea Dictator
~ Declares Martial Law

BY MELODY FARROW

o Tanks andxarmoured vehicles moved into the streets of Seoul
and universities and colleges were shut down as South Korean
" President Park Chung, Hee put the country under martial law

3y  last Tuesday.
- President Park suspended part

. of the Constitution, dissolved the

- National Assembly and imposed
.. .strict censorship over the press
-~ and.radio. He claimed the meas-
- ures were necessary to ‘‘reform
..+ the-political structure” inorder

to proceed with the dialogue with -

‘ ‘North Korea over reunification.”

-The real reason for the: clamp— :

down is Park’s desperate at-

HRE tempt to stay in power in face of
" growing. opposmon to his dicta- -

. torship by the workers and pea-

~_sants- of. the. South.-He. declared. -
.. that martial-law will not-be lift- .

- ed until the constitution is revis-
- - ‘ed and new elections are held.
.+ In1969, Park's Democratic Re-
i publlcan Party controlled a two-
' thirds majority in  Parliament
. and ‘was able to push through a

" change in the Constitution which -~ -
‘enabled him to run for a third
term. But last year, his party lost

: : thexr ma}omty

EMERGENCY

" Park has kept South Korea un- -

der a state of emergency since
. 'last December when he claimed
*. that North Korea was plotting

. ‘“aggression’’ against the South. .

Park, with the support of the .

- United States, has maintained a-
ruthless - dictatorship - over the .

“ -workers and, peasants while

] .+ pouring out a constant barrage of
- anti-communist propaganda :

. against North Korea.
" This rabid anticommunist now
~ hypocritically claims that, if his

. referendum on_2 new Con-f

stitution is rejected, 1t will be an
indication that the South Korean

people are against the dlalogue i

wnth the North

Park’s so-called dxalogue was
mothing but a fraud to start with..
At the very same time. that. Ke
_stated he was wﬂhng to discuss
- with ‘the: North, Park declared -
“lastJuly that: ‘‘We must contin-
ue and intensify the- antl—com—
_ munist education of our people so
that communist ideology may not
infiltrate into our society.” = .

‘The Red Cross talks held with

: representatxves of the North and

. South began in September but no
‘agreement was reached. Another
_.meeting was scheduled for Oc-
tober 24 e ,

" PROOF
" The present martial law is’ the

clearest proof that President
“Park and the United-States have
~mo intention of giving up’their

_ designs to take over total control -
of Korea.' ' »
- The Stalinist govemment of the
North as part of the whole turn
of the Soviet and Chinese bureau-
cracy towards closer ‘colla-

_boration with imperialism, seeks;"f
‘reconciliation with a regime

which is launchmg a brutal at-

qtack on the. workers and

* peasants.

“The Stalinists are preparmg to .

recognize the legitimacy of
Park’s regime and the-division of
Korea, against the wishes and in-
terests of the Korea masses

wit e

the coalition.

It is known that the current,

talks have taken place under the
heavy prodding of Moscow- and
Peking. The New York Times re-
ported last week that Nixon was
crediting- the Kremlin Stalinists
with persuading Hanoi to accept
a ceasefire, |

The recent military activities
in Indochina have the greatest
significance in the light of the
present talks. It is in precisely
those areas that Hanoi is pre-
pared to hand over to a so-called
government of ‘national con-
cord’—in which being a NLF
sympathizer would result in the
death penalty-—that local
guerrilla groups have waged the
sharpest struggle.

Hamlets in the neighborhood of

Saigon have been captured by -

local Vietcong and sharp attacks
.have been mounted against
American installations in Pleiku.

If ‘a ceasefire should be an-
_nounced, it would be set against
- the background of 4 social re-
volution -that 'has mobilized the

_ masses throughout Indochina. At
<7 no time have the imperialists

stood closer to total defeat than
they do. today..

Should the North Vletnamese
Stalinists make a deal with Nixon
now; they would be giving him
the time he so ‘desperately needs
to prepare for, the resumptlon of
the war. ‘

The entire hxstory of the Indo-
china strugglé since 1945 has one
central ~lesson:. that the re-
-volution of workers and peasants
cannot be defended by deals and

negotlatlons but" through the '

" defeat and overthrow of the im-
perialists and their puppets.

kers pu:ke? Janesvrl , Wis¢. GMAD plant lasf week. Wood-

Al
cock’s “hit and run’/ strikes may be resumed at the plant.

Trudeau Demands
Ban On Sitrikes In

Election Campaign

~_ BY FRANK MARTIN
MONTREAL—The Canadian Federal election will
be held on October 30, a week prior to the American

election. At the center
economic crisis. ,
 Trudeau has been unable to
stop the movement of the
working class, especially in
the last two years. Although
he has imposed martial law
and openly sent the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) to raid the trade un-'
ions in British Columbia, the
working class has responded
with: a ‘massive strike wave
and the throwing out of the
‘Liberals, Tories and Social
Credit = in three different

provincial elections.
" 'This - determination by the

working class to defend its rights
has . forced -the capitalist par-
ties—the beerals and the

Malagasy Army Takes Over

; BY A FOREIGN
4 .CORRESPONDENT

General Gabriel Ramanant-
soa‘ the  military man ap--
. pointed  Prime :Minister by
' President Tsiranana last
"'May, has established a dic-
~“tatorship on the 1s1and of

Madagascar .
On October 8, Ramanantsoa

submitted a referendum to the. -

population asking for a' mandate

to “carry out five years of struc--

tural transformations.’” Ac-
~cording to official statements,
~the. percentage of Yes votes
ranged from 84 to 98 percent.

" Tsiranana, who campaigned

against him, was forced to

resign. “Tsiranana gave the
General full powers last May
after a massive student ‘and

his regime.
on May 15, in which over .20.

demonstrators were killed, 100,-
000 youth and trade unioniSts

marched on -the  Presidential

. ‘claration:

workers uprising nearly toppled ,

Following a clash with pohce :

palace. It was then that Tsir-
anana made his famous de-
“If you want to dle .,
follow the agitators.”

During his ten years in power,
Tsiranana miaintained close ties

*. with South Africa and backed the.

colonial policies of France. His

elections, in which he always re-
. ceived 100 percent support were

. blatantly flxed

. DIC'I’ATORSHIP
.~ Ramanantsoa’s - accession to
power will only replace one dic-
tatorship with another. He de-
clared in September that: ‘‘Par-

.. liament no longer has any reason

to exist.”” He aims to pursue his
mission” of - crushing all re-
bellions: among the peasants;
workers, and students.

‘Any illusions in"Ramanantsoa
will rapidly evaporate as the con-

ditions ‘which gave rise .to the’

May struggles get worse. Unem-
ployment. among ‘youth, already
at 450,000, is rising, export prices
are falling, while the masses of
Malagasy people live in the most
abJect ‘poverty.

of this election is the

-kTories~to spell out a vicions

anti-union program in the elec-
tion. Stanfield, the Tory leader,
has called for a wage freeze. A
Tory policy paper has come out
for a strike ban in ‘‘essential ser-
vices,” the same formula that
the Br‘itish ‘Columbia Social
Credit government tried to use to
smash the unions in its province,

Trudeau and the Liberals have
come out in open support of the
strike ban and definitely favor a
wage freeze. They have gone one
better and called for a system of

. work permits. There is no other

purpose to this measure, which is
used today in fascist Spain, than
to break the militancy of -the
trade unions by putting them un-
der direct governmental control.

_ CAMPAIGN

Both parties have raised a
vicious campaign against the -
unemployed, saying they are
“ripping off” the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Commission.
Trudeau and Stanfield want to
divide unemployed from
employed workers in order to lay

. the basis for even more massive

unemployment in the next five
years.

- Their campazgn is aimed at the
most basic rights of the working
class. The capitalists must
destroy these rights as a prepara-
tion for the trade war which will
inevitably affect and threaten
them after the American elec-
tion. The Federal election is a
necessary step. in their war on.
the unions. '

There is only one answer for -
workers to these Liberal-Tory
plans-the election of a majority -
of New Democratic Party (NDP)
candidates in the next Parlia-
ment. This was the response of
the . British Columbia workers
when their rights were
threatened. This must become -
the answer of 'all- Canadian .

{Continued On' Page 18) .
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LABOR PARTY NOW!

(Continued From Page 1)

Local 3 in Detroit, and Local 25 in
St. Louis. Also represented on the
Continuations Committee were
steelworkers, teamsters,
~nembers of Communications
Workers of America (CWA), the
International Association of
Machinists, Local 1199 of the
Hospital workers, the Interna-
tional Longshoremens Associa-
tion, Letter Carriers, teachers,
taxi drivers, and the Social Ser-
vice Employees Union Local 371
welfare workers. Greetings were
received from Rudi Sulento of
Local 216 at Southgate, Califor-
nia and a member of the United
National Caucus of the United
Auto Workers.

The conference opened with a
report by Tim Wohlforth,
National Secretary of the
Workers League. He explained
that despite the calm, the rou-
tine and the general lack of inter-
est in the elections, it was the
most critical election in recent
history. ““This is because it is
dominated by what is to come.
The world capitalist system is in
deep crisis, compelling the cor-
porations in each country to push
back their workers as part of a
worldwide trade war. At the
same time, the inflated dollar

" threatens to collapse, bringing
down world trade as a whole.”

COLLAPSE
The collapse of the Demo-

cratic Party, Wohlforth noted, is-

not an episode nor simply related
to McGovern. It started with
Humphrey in 1968 and is of his-
toric significance. “We are wit-
nessing an event as important as
the break-up of parties on the eve
of the American Civil War. This
is because we face a new ‘irre-
pressible conflict,” a period when
compromise between capital and
labor is no longer possible, when
there is no’economic basis for re-
form, where therefore the party
of reform, the Democrats, is torn
apart.
He insisted that Nixon’s
- preparations for mew intensive
attacks on workers demanded a
political answer. This is the labor
party. Never before have
workers felt so powerless,

without any real weapon to de-

fend themselves with against
Nixon. This creates the condi-
tions for building a tremendous
movement in the trade unions for
a labor party.

The central problem facing the
working eclass is the crisis of
leadership, Wohlforth stated.
Fitzsimmons and Gleason openly
endorse labor-hater Nixon,
Meany is bankrupt proposing
nothing in the election, while
Woodcock supports McGovern
and at the same time sabotages
the movement for a national
strike against General Motors.

Wohlforth explained how the

labor bureaucracy was aided by

radical forces within the rank
and file which sought to hold

back the working class from

coming to a political conscious-
ness. *‘The Communist Party is
the major force seeking to hold
back the working class. It not
has taken the lead in trying to

continue the ties of the trade un-
ions to the capitalist Democratic

Party but at the same time it
must act to break the movement
of the ranks in the plants for un-
jon action against speed-up. If
does this by backing up the

national and secondary UAW

leadership and acting against a
national GMAD strike.
~ “'The traitorous role of the CP
in the unions flows from Stalin-
ism. They support the labor
bureaucrats while they support
the bureaucracy in the Soviet
countries, which opposes the
policies which led to the Russian
Revolution. The only way the in-
terests of the workers can be
defended today is through
workers taking up a fight for
Trotskyism against Stalinism,
and seeking to learn from the his-
tory of the workers movement.
This is the fight carried forward
only by the Workers League.”
Wohlforth explained the role of
the Socialist Workers Party in
refusing to fight for a labor par-
ty, in covering for the Stalinists.
Wohlforth ended his  speech
with a discussion of conscious-
ness. He explained how trade un-
ionists must understand that the
cause of the attacks they face
lies in the capitalist system itself
and that they must master
Marxist theory to understand
how these attacks come about
and how they can be fought.
Marxists in the trade unions
must come into conflict with the
thinking of their fellow workers
who recognize the attacks but do
not see these attacks as rooted in

capitalism itself and requiring |

new methods of struggle in order
to be combatted.

He urged all those present to
prepare for this new period by
taking up a fight for the Bulletin
which will lead not only the fight
for a labor party but for revolu-

tionary leadership in the trade-

unions and among youth.

DISCUSSION

In the discussion period follow-
ing Wohlforth’s presentation,
sorne 40 workers and youth parti-
cipated.

A member of the IAM from
Connecticut stated that his union
“was being pushed around like
the wind blows” and wanted to
know what he could be about it
when he returned. A hospital
worker from New York said that
he started to work in his hospital
when he was 16 and he was now
27. He noted the great changes
which have taken place during
those years with attacks against
the workers growing.

A steelworker from the Kaiser
plant in Fontana, California
explained how vending machines
were being taken out of the plant
so that workers would take no
time off and how the speed-up
was increasing in many other
ways. He urged everyone to “‘get
behind the Bulletin, that’s how I
found out about the labor party.”

A postal worker explained how
the harassment and speed-up was
increasing in the post office just
as the Bulletin predicted it
would. He said his local, which
included many racists, voted un-
animously to support the farm-

- workers which shows what can

be done.
A longshoreman discussed the
forced overtime and the effect of
containerization on the men. A
packinghouse worker from St
Paul, Minnesota explained how
the large packing plants were
being phased out. He also
brought up the difficulty in
reaching many workers who,
despite these objective condi-
tions, remained conservative.
The discussion continked the
next day in a series of workshops,

whﬂe the Young Socialists held.

their pre-conference. Some 100
trade unionists participated in
these workshops.

The discussion in the workshop
on basic industry, including auto,
steel and electrical, focused on
the problems of uniting workers
in the various industries .on a
program for a struggle within
each union based on the labor
party perspective.

One worker from the GM-
Delco plant in Dayton, Ohio said
that one of the problems at his
plant was that so far there had
been no significant speed-up and
it was difficult to reach workers,
especially white workers, as a
result.

A young worker from
Southgate, California General
Motors Assembly Division plant
pointed out that the changes that
had only recently been brought
inte his plant and the nearby Van
Nuys plant meant that workers
were making 53 cars per hour as

compared fo 46.

A young black worker from the
U.S. Steel Southworks in Chicago
said: “It is easy to say we should
unite the workers, but the
problem is how. In my mill a
group of Black workers wanted
to replace a griever (commit-
teeman) who they felt was doing
a bad job. They didn’t even go to
the maintenance department
because it was predominantly
white workers who get more
privileges and have a tendency to
side with the boss.”

A young steelworker from
Kaiser’s Fontana plant pointed
out how the company and the un-
fon bureaucrats encouraged divi-
sions between workers, young
and old, Black and white. ‘I work
in the coke oven where almost all
the men are Black or brown. This
is one of the largest coke ovensin
the country and there are only
three men on pension. Most of
them die before they can even
get a pension. The only solution
they or any of the men now
facing speed-up and plant
closures is a unified struggle
which is political.”

The transportation industry
workshop centered on the
problems facing longshoremen.
A Brooklyn. docker sharply
answered a radical who saw no
threat in Nixon. "You have {o be

blind to say the government is"

not moving to the right and plan-
ning for some sort of dictator-

- ship over the unions. Here Nixon
is makmg pians to xmﬁaw smkes

s
-
e

EE3t
$3253832%

Jesssiins

Above, steelworker addresses Con rence Below, Sunday’s workshops. ~

and destroy not only the 1LA but
Teamsters as well. That's why
the labor party is so important

because we can’t fight these

plans without one.”

Workshops were alse held on
hospitals, on government
employees and a general work-
shop for other industries.

Several members of middle
class radical groups sneaked into
the conference claiming to be

independents. They inclnded both’

International Socialist and Spar-
tacist members. They played a
completely’ hostile role. On
Saturday one of them demanded
that the labor party must have a
revolutionary leadership. She
was answered by explaining it
was not up fo this gathéring of
325 to declare the labor party but
what was at stake was a struggle
to change the thinking of millions
of workers so that the trade un-
jons themselves would set wp
such a party. In the course of
such a struggle the revola-
tionary leadership eould be built,
Any other approach was to see 1o
further than the discussion
cireles of the middle class.

On Sunday morning, thege
radicals intervened in the

various workshops - seeking  fo

divert the discussion around such

issues as the ‘*‘special oppres-.

sion” of women or Blacks, et
They insisted that there was po

-serious crisis or threat to the

working class and . had abso-
lutely nothing to say on the speci-

fic attacks trade “uni‘o‘nists m‘w_

face in various industries, As the
Workers League had made it -
clear that it had called the con-
ference on its program and as
these tendencies actually fight
the development of the labor par-
ty movement, they were exclud-
ed from the remainder of the
conference with unanimous ap-
proval.

Helena Farinas, wife of Juan =

Farinas, reported on the tre-
mendous trade -union support

which had rallied to her husband
in the past period. She urged a’
new campaign around the Christ-

- mas period demanding Farinas’

immediate parole. Juan Farinas; -

a member of the Workers.. ;

League, is presently serving a-

two year sentence at the Dan-. 3

pury Federal Penitentiary simp-

ly for distributing a leaflet oppos- :

ing the Vietnam War atan induc-
txon center

A major feature nf the con-

ference was the struggle to . o

develop the Bulletin. Lucy St. -

- John, editor of the Bulletin, gave

- the main report on this questien .
{see page 1} for the Political . '
Committee of the Workers = |
League, $1,678.33 was raised for = -
the ' Bulletin Fund Drive, the -~
Jargest ‘collection in the history .

of the Workers League. - *

" The: Continuations Comni1ttee~~ fRoe
-will now lay plans to deepen work .
inthe trade unions preparing for

a new conference to. carry’

forward the decisions of thzs hls- e
wﬁz:meetmg e
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_ Rallway Men Go Out

Over Pay Board Ruling

NEW YORK, October 23—More than 500 Long Island Railroad trainmen, re-
presented by the United Transportation Union, stayed away from work over the
.weekend in a job action against the reductlon by the Pay Board of a wage in-

BY DAN FRIED

crease negotiated over two years ago.

According to Harold Pryor
of the Long Island local of the
UTU, the men were angry

- over the reduction, which the
union says means $6.00 per
day less than it should be un-
der the union's interpretation
of the Pay Board ruling.

It is clear that this ¢difference
in interpretation” was the last
straw for the trainmen, The Pay
Board has slashed their wage in-
crease from 31 percent to 22 per-
cent.

MACHINERY
Behind the Pay Board is the en-

tire machinery of the Nixon Ad--

ministration and the
courts—staffed by both Demo-
- crats and Republicans. The job
action ended Sunday night after a
vote by the men. The railroad
had obtained a federal court in-
Junctxon on Friday directing the
union to end the ‘‘sick-out.”
1t is clear that all the power of
‘the government is' being mo-
bilized as the Pay Board
~prepares to slash the wage guide-
lines to below the 5.5 percent.

" The impotence of appealing to

‘the courts to reverse the attacks
of the Pay Board was shown two
weeks ago, when the Pay Board
and the Justice Department an-
~ pounced that.they. would appeal
“the ruling by ‘a federal judge
which would restored the wage
- increase of 120,000 aerospace
© - workers.,

« - POLICY
‘- The policy of the International
Association of Machinists (IAM)
“and United Auto Workers (UAW)
leadership, under Leonard Wood-
-cock, was to refuse to strike

- against these cuts and to appeal

to the courts instead.
" Other workers in the New York
_area have been hit or are facing
‘wage cuts by the Pay Board.

“Eight - thousand five hundred -
~workers from Macy’'s De-:

_partment store represented by
~Local 1-S of the Retail Wholesale
Department Store, Workers

Union (RWDSU), had two dollars.

“out of a piddling ten dollar week-

ly wage increase cut by*the Pay

Board.

The elght dollar increase, won
after a one week strike last
spring, would bring these

'the Construction Industry

workers up to only $101.75 per
week, among the lowest scale for
unionized workers in New York
City. The leadership of the union
apparently is prepared to accept
the Pay Board cut and is talking

. about re-entering negotiations

with the company to gain some
sort of substitute of ‘‘equivalent
value.”

THREATEN |

Meanwhile, the Pay Board is
holding hearings which threaten
the wage increases negotiated
for New. York printing industry
workers employed at 325 com-
mercial shops and the big dally
newspapers.

Bertram Powers, president of
Typographical Union No. 6,
which is one of 10 craft unions
threatened by the Pay Board,
called the situation a ‘“‘powder
keg.” The fact that the Pay
Board will most likely not an-
nounce its decision until after

- election day indicates.that they,

are preparing the axe for the
printers. The Board has already

slashed a wage increase for
newspaper workers in the state
of Washington.

But Powers warned that such
action would lead to a strike by
all the 10 unions. ‘“The history of
the members of my union,” he
stated, “‘is that they’re not hesi-
tant about striking for what they
want.”’ ‘

A confrontation between the
labor movement and Nixon is
shaping up over the attacks of the

Pay Board, which is only just be- .

ginning. The complete bank-
ruptey of the trade union bureau-
cracy, which relies on court ac-
tion and support to liberal Demo-
crats is more and more exposed.

MOBILIZE

A new policy is required which
will mobilize the power of the un-
ions in defense of their jobs and
standard of living for general
strike action against any Pay
Board cuts and for the calling of
a national Congress of Labor to
launch a labor party.

~ BY WILLIAM VAN
NEW HAVEN—Fifteen thousand members of the
Connecticut District Council of Laborers struck
sites across the state Monday in an.action which
could pose an explosive confrontation with the Pay

Board.

. The central issue in the

strike has become the re- -
fusal -of the State Con-
tractors Association to
abide by a ruling passed by -

Stabilization Committee .

which calls for a 65 cent -
- hourly increase in wages
~and a 10 cent hourly dues =
- checkoff system.

The contractors have“/ o

claimed  that the strike is. in’
violation .0f “the ‘contract,
while - they  themselves have. -

_violated  the contract for the = ‘
- past four months by refusmg

to pay wage increases and in-
stitute- the checkoff system
granted by the CISC. :

" They: have attempted to.

¥ base this refusal on a phony. -
- opposition to the checkoff

system. The central question
posed by the strike, however,
is the nature of the Pay Board

‘itself. The decision last July

of the Pay Board to slash the

-~ laborers’ wage increase from
781,80 to 75 cents, and now the
‘refusal ‘of th,e}contracto.rs to -

pay even this paltry sum,has
brought to the surface the hos-
tility of the ranks: to.the ori-
ginal ruling.. - ,
One laborer at the New

. ‘Haven courthouse site ex-
"' pressed. the sentiment of
“many of the men when he
" said:

“They're trying to.
squirm out of the dues check-
off for 10 cents. Well, I think

. we should go' all out for $1.80

that we were supposed to get

~in the first place.” : ,
... The leadership of the union,

however ‘accepts the Board’s

IUE Weslmghouse Ranks Wildcat

BY DOROTHY RILEY

COLUMBUS Ohlo-—Members of International Umon’ of Electrical Workers

(IUE) Local 746 shut down the Westinghouse plant here, which employs 5000
“workers, in a wildcat strike.

Flfteen employees have
been suspended by the com-

-pany for. what they -claim

were “disturbances at the

~gate.” On the second day of

- “the strike, an m]unctlon was
“-issued by the court limiting
plcketmg to three at a gate.

The wildcat erupted on Monday

* October -9 over guestions of

speed-up, job classifications and- -

temporary assignments. The
strike. vote took place on Thurs-
day.

L Pohce escorted ‘the- workers
‘who had been scabbmg during the '

. walkout mto the umon hall to

-yote. One of the of the scabs who
ccrossed the picket line to vote
was carrying.a gun.

The strikers returned to work

"Frlday October' 13 for the re-

quired: three day pre-stnke
notice to theplant, and remain at
work while negotiations. of Inter-
national and:local re-

presentatives -are taking place4

with the company

tiated, mcludmg the question of

. _the suspension of the 15 em-
‘ployees. In- the meantime, the
local has asked the Internatlonal \

to sanctxon the smke

i

According to union spokesmen,
the whole package is being nego-

In spite of a public denial by

“oné company - spokesman - that
they have any intention of shut- .

ting down the plant, a newsletter

‘was sent to employees warning -

of a possible shutdown if a strike
takes place. And radio reports
Monday revealed the company is

threatening to close the plant *“if

there are any mofe walkouts
sabotage or slowdowns.”

" The arrogance of the Gompany

in their drive for greater speed-

‘up is revealed in their state- '

ments.‘that they want a ‘‘fair
day’s, work for a fair day’s
wages,”” and that the Columbus
plant is ‘“not notorious for . its
proflt performance

t

L.aborers (above) picket Connecticut construchon site. When a
member of the electricians union tried to cross a Laborers’ picket line
at the Hartford Civic Center site, the pickets fought to keep him out.
Cops who were protecting the scab tried to arrest a laborer, a fight en-
sued. Three cops were thrown through a window and eight laborers
were arrested.

15,000 Construchon Workers Walk Out

decision. This leadershlp is
now trying to hold the strike

" to the question of the 10 cent

dues checkoff and has said
that the next move is that’ of

“the contractors.

This move has already
begun. The contractors are
presently seeking an in-
junction in the U.S. District
Court to force the laborers
back to work. They have also
stated that they are prepared
to shut down construction for
the rest of the season.

But the men are determined

“to fight. “They could pass 10

450 Power Men Fired

or 15 injunctions, but they
can’t make us work,” said a
member of Local 230 on a
picket line at a construction

-site. ““There will be some of us
" going to jail before this is over

though,” he added.

At the New Haven
courthouse site, a member of
Local 455 stated: ‘‘Here we
are building a courthouse so
some judge can go.in there
and throw us in jail for
striking. I'll tell you, every .
politician—Democrat or Re- .
publican«—-is out to break the
union.’

For Anti-Scab Decals

BY DIANE ISAACS
SALEM COUNTY, N.J.—An estimated 2500 work-
ers at a nuclear power plant here were locked out by
the management after 450 electricians were fired
for simply refusing to remove decals from their
safety helmets reading ‘‘Nonunion fink.” '

When Public Service Electric

and Gas Company, builders of

the plant, announced - that it
‘would ~use  nonunion labor to
‘maintain’ equipment tinion elec-
tricians had installed, four mem-
bers  of International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers Local
592 responded by posting signs
saying, ‘‘Nonunion fink,”
‘were promptly fired.

The next day, all 450 electn»
cians wore decals with those sen-
timents: on their helmets. After

- firing ~every ’electrician; the

management of United Engin-
eers and Construction, Incor-

- porated sent home the remam-

ing work force. "

" LOCKED OFF:
- Union shop steward Cavini An-

. dro said: “The men were locked

off their jobs because they re-

fused to remove the decals. It’s

and

‘as simple as that.” :
‘Management arrogantly
stated: “The men were told to
remove the decals to indicate
their agreement with our
proposal fo use. other electri-
cians for the maintenance of this
very . sophisticated  equipment.”
Their complete contempt for the
workers is a warning to all trade -
unionists.
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Ybung Socialists Plan
16 Page Paper For Fall

The decision made at the National Preliminary Con-
ference of the Young Socialists to launch a 16 page monthly
youth paper in September 1973 is part of the fight to trans-
form the YS into a mass revolutionary youth movement.

This will be a historic step for the American Trotskyist
movement and opens the way for the turn of thousands of
the youth towards the revolutionary banner.

The challenge taken up by the youth at the conference
comes at a time when a revolutionary paper has become the
urgent need of masses of youth experiencing the attacks of
capitalism. The attacks leveiled at the working.class by the
owners of big business have delivered the heaviest blows on
the youth.

Nixon’s demand for a sub-minimum wage for youth, at a
time when high prices eat up the measly wages that young
people make, is an attack enly surpassed by the huge unem-
ployment among the vast majority of youth.

Meanwhile, a systematic attack on the educafion of
working class youth continues jo be the policy of the Demo-
crats and Republicans.

The law and order campaign of Nixon, Agnew and k
Watllace has given the green light to police repressions in

the communities and schools.
The capitalist press, owned and controlled by the ruling

class, covers the brutal beatings of the youth. Their edi- |

torials scream for the return of the electric chair—which it

calis the “’hot squat/—for youthful offenders which reveals

what the American ruling class is determined to do.

The capitalist news media is the primary tool used to |
whip up racism. The recent headlines with tales of the al- .

ledged Mau Mau killings are aimed at stirring the middle
class up into a frenzy. Their ultimate aim is the destruction
of the trade unions, which the media points to as being re-
sponsible for infiation.

It is in this situation that a youth paper, guided by re-
volutionary theory, which relates to all the problems youth
face, must be provided. The paper of the YS will fight for
the unity of Black and white youth to counter the racism
that is being encouraged.

It will be the only paper that the youth will be able to

speak through on the conditions of unemployment and de- |

teriorating education.

At the same time, it will be part of the Young Socialists
movement and it will report on the activities of the YS. it
will actually become the main organizing fool for the YS.

Unlike most papers, it will not just comment but will in-
tervene and lead the struggles of the youth.

Plans have been discussed for a cultural page and a
| sports page to deal with every part of life of the youth.
This paper will tell the truth and expose all those so-called
- revolutionaries who refuse to mobilize the unions in a poli-
tical fight for a labor party against the Democrats and Re-
publicans. We are talking in particular of the Young

Waorkers Liberation League and the Ypung Socialists Al» ,

liance.

We call on all the youth and members of the Y'S to help de- |
velop the paper by writing articles and expanding the sales
of the Bulletin, in preparation for an independent youth
paper,

Fuentes Community
BY ESTHER GALEN

; is not disrupted by outside
NEW YORK—The Com-

groups, by counter-productive
agitation.”

~munity School Board of Dis-
trict 1 met Wednesday as
parents, students, and
teachers jammed into the
-auditorium of Junior High
School 71 on East 6th Street.
The dispute which the meeting
focused on centered over the
power of the School Board to fire
interim principals Tulio Ro-
driguez and Libby Cohen.

DEMAGOGY

Luis Fuentes, Superintendent
of District 1, opened the meeting

by adding sparks of demagogy o

the already tense atmosphere.
After stating that policies are
“the School Board's final judge-
ment,”” he went on to say: “We
must return the schools to the
people in the communities,
where the schools exist. We must
" ‘make sure that fonight’s meeting

The statement of “‘counterpro-
ductive agitation” was used by
Fuentes o incite hostility be-
tween parents and students
directed against the teachers,
who defended Rodriguez, and
saw his dismissal as an attack on
all teachers’ rights.

As a United Federation of
Teachers representative stated:
**At any day acting principalscan
be turned in—I don’t see any edu-
cational value in that. Any
charges against Mr. Rodriguez
should have a hearing.”

Nine attendance teachers have
already been laid off in District
1. As budget cuts continue, class
size increases and conditions
continue to rapidly deteriorate.

ENCOURAGING
and state are encouraging

Itismacmdmtthaﬁﬂtemty

Bd. Of Ed. Supporis
Racist Canarsie Sit-In

BY ABBY RODRIGUEZ

BROOKLYN—Only the unity of Black and white students and parents can
defeat the racist filth that is being whipped up around the Canarsie Junior High
School controversy. The Young Socialists are fighting for a demonstration of
Black and white students, parents, and teachers to defeat this racist attack.

The Board of Education and
Chancellor Harvey B.
Scribner have now decided
not to permit the 31 Black
students from the Tilden
projects in Brownsville at
JHS 211.

This is the latest development
in a string of incidents which
culminated in the issuing of a
court order to end a three day sit-
in of 50 white parents protesting
the enrollment of the Black
youth,

As late as last Thursday Chan-
celior Scribner vowed that the
youth would attend JHS 211, but
after meeting with parents there
has been a total capitulation to
the hysteria dominating the
Canarsie section of Brooklyn.

Under the new agreement, the
31 children will be transferred
from John Wilson JHS 211 to
Isaac Bildersee JHS 68.

The controversy was kicked off
when parents at Meyer Levin
JHS claimed that the new stu-
dents would tip:the 50-50 Black
and white pErcentage at .that
school.

Parents at John Wilson, which
is 70 percent white and 30 percent
Black said that it was a matter of
overcrowding and not race. ,

After a tip off last week that
the Brownsville youth might be
sent to Isaac Bildersee JHS 68,
parents of that community held a
meeting of over 500 and stated
that they would take similar ac-
tion to what was taken at JHS
211

The treatment which the Black
youth have received exposes the
contempt that the Board of
Education has for all students.
No concern has been shown for
these youth who have been
shifted from one school to the

next, at times sitting 8 hours in a .

bus, while the racist middle class
and backward sections of the
working class closed the school.

The situation had been brewing
for a long time. Curtis Halsight
and 14 year old Fabain Deliotte
told the Young Socialist that last
vear they were not permitted to
attend Meyer Levin JHS either.

Fabain said: “'I wanted o go

there last year but it was the

same problem, only they were
not fighting as hard. Last year [
stayed out of school the first two
weeks. When I couldn’t get in, I
just had to go to a school closer to
me which I don’t like but I have
to go.

*Y don't like the subjects that
they give you. The minor sub-
jects,” he added, “arenot what I
want to learn, The major sub-
jects are ones you have to learn.”

Curtis said that even though his
sister attended Meyer Levin he
wasn’t allowed {o go.

“They send me to 1.8. 96 which
is overcrowded. There are {oo
many people in the classes.”

It'is these conditions which the -
government and the Board of
Education have created and now
contribute their part towards the
ragism in order to put the blame
on innocent Black students.

This incident is not an isolated
one. Earlier this year the Forrest
Hills project played a similar
role. The atmosphere of terror
built around the ‘'Mau Mau
killings” are all the conscious
policy of :Nixon and the ruling

class. o

Parents bring their children into Canarsie JHS, where 31 Bilack yvouth were refused entry, -

Board Attacks Teachers Rights o

munity control. The merger of
the American Federation of
Teachers with the National Edu-
cational Association created a
tremendously powerful force, In
order for the government to con-
tinue to knife the education, it
must begin with a massive re-
duction in the number of teach-
ers. Community control be-
comes a diversion from the re
real struggle and a way of divi-
ding and pitting teachers against
the community.

The Socialist Workers Party’s
18th Congressional District can-
didate, Rebecca Finch, aided in
this by speaking at the meeting in
support of community control
and the School Board's propo-
sals.

In one of the sharpest haran-
gues against the teachers, Esther

Rand;, running for Assembly

from the Lower East Side,

- shoated: *“The way parents feel

report
presents the ali-out offensive that
vm gwermm is ng to

about ‘education’ is' not mple-
mented by the teaclms Parents
should never farget, that pomer is
in their hands.”

FLEISCHMANN COMMISSION

The Fleischmann Commission
on education, appointed by
Rockefellér and the State Board
of Regents, came out last week
with & report supporting more
commaunity control. 1t also pro-
posed that the extra pay awarded
to teachers who take additional
graduate courses should he cut
by 50 percenf. There will be
greater productivity by members
of the school staff and the siate-
wide ratio of students to tea-

chers will be increased. Aloug

with that, more parapro-
fessionals, volunieers, and
students will teach younger
stidents.

The - Fleischmann re-

. Pro-Fuentes rally at UFT HQ. |
drive down and destroy the AFT
and education itself. The budget
cuts have not only laid off
teachers but are cutting into
everything, classes as well as fa-
cilities.

The SWP giays a treacherous
role in reinforcing the divisions

being made by the govermnent.

Those divisions are aimed at des-

r’tmymgthziwcheutmm ;
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:discipline. themselves.

‘San Jose Youth
Fight Job Corps
Prison Conditions

BY ANN LORE
SAN J OSE-Desperately seeking jobs, San
Jose youth are forced to endure concentra-
tion camp conditions in the Job Corps Pro-
gram. But since the Residential Manpower

Center opened seven months ago, the

Program has failed to find a job for even one
of the 160 youth that have signed up.

Under the direction of
Pedro Yanez, the youth
are treated like crimi-
nals. They receive a
mere five follars weekly
allowance. Security
guards force them into
bed by 10 p.m. No visi-

‘tors are allowed in the
“rooms after

dinner.
Residential ‘‘advisers”
delight in harassmg the
youth.

“The residential advisers
‘come up to us and throw a
~ paper cup on the floor, and
then say ‘Pick it up with the

-rest of the trash,’ ’’ a youth -

told the Young Socialist. “A
- girl got slapped in the face for

not takmg orders from her

R A 13
i RIOTS

The i'ottenness of lee in the "

center has led to riots. “Every

- time something happens and they .

don’t listen to us a riot starts,”’
_explains a youth. The admuus—
-tration, in order to split up. the
~.youth. -and- keep them- fighting

- each other, is buying off certain

‘students w1th raises ‘in ‘allow-

~.ance money..
~Yanez speaks of the youth with -

~cynicism and contempt. ¢The

~ students want to deal with the .
_problems themselves, They have

their own student.council and can

‘very proud of them.” And he

- adds: ““The Job Corps :is not for
everyone. Some of the kids are -

- not ready for the Corps. They are
* too immature, not ready to take
" responsibility. They can’t adapt

to the program.’
These youth are the ones who

" - are forced to fight to change the
_conditions at- the 'center. They. .

have  been .raising - grievances

.- against the low allowances, lack
" of furniture, lack of clothmg

" allowances and harassment by

, secumty guards and R.As.-
“Mr. Sandler, Project Manager
from the U.S. Department of -

- Labor,-speaks- arrogantly of the

demands of the youth: “We give

these kids - every -benefit. The
center:leans over backwards for

* them. Some of these kids are just
not suitable for Job Corps. We re‘

not, glvmg them a free rlde

PROFIT

But Who is riding whum" A stu-

dent stated: ““They’re just out for
~ profit. When they get their coins,

~ then, they come down on us. They
‘that the boundary lines

keep records on.us, but they don’t
'say anything to you until they get

“.enough on'you to terminate you.

They get you either way. It’s like
- a choice of being hung, shot or
electrocuted. You can’t win. If

5 - 'we have to burn this whole place ..

down to get what we want, we’ll.

We're :

do it.” ’

San Jose police have broken
into ‘the rooms of militant stu-
dents in the center and beat them

. up. One youth had his arm broken
" by police in these attacks. The

security guards got out of the

way for -police so they could °

carry out their dirty work.

MERCURY

The San Jose Mercury is doing
everything it can to cover for the.

- bankruptcy of the program’ by
- printing articles which attack the

youth, in preparation for more
police attacks. One example is an
article called ‘“San Jose Police
Support Job Corps Program.””
The Chicano nationalist La
Raza Unida is playing a criminal
role by attémpting to distort the

‘struggle of the Job Corps youth

into ‘a racial issue. La Raza is
doing everything it can to cover

for the bankrupt reformist pro-.
‘grams that it supports.: .. :
While the youth fight for thelr :

rights, La Raza has a long record
of collaborating with: open
enemies - of the working class. It

was only last summer when the

police in San. Jose: enjoyed the
support of La Raza.
Only the Young Socialists, in

its fight for the independent -

mobilization of the entire
working class and. youth in a
labor party, can show the way

forward in the fight for jobs and

decent living conditions.

Teachers stand outside Canarsie JHS before classes. Chancellor now refuses o let in Brownsville youth,

LIU Threatens Bankrupfcy,
Drops Classes And Teachers

- BY NANCY VASQUEZ

NEW YORK—The mounting cuts in the education system threatens the very existence of
education. The budget allocated to Long Island University, along with many colleges across the
country, can lead to the school’s complete collapse in the coming year.

The *Brooklyn center of this
university was allocated 13.5
million dollars under a ‘70-30""

plan. The money given was vir-
tually not -increased from the

amount given in the last two
years.
However, the plan under which

.the money can be spent shows the -

tremendous reduction in the
amount that has been allocated.
The *70-30"* plan means that 70
percent of the money allocated to
all university departments can
be spent, while 30 percent must‘
be left as ‘““funds.”

. The repercussions of this plan

) have already begun. The Univer-

‘BY A YS REPORTER
CHICAGO—-The American Nazi Party, with the

“help of the cathallst press, has launched a full scale
" campaign to revive every bit of racist filth that

might keep youth from umtmg and taking up a fight

The Nazis showed up at

Kennedy High School last:
- week with racist leaflets, and
- when students tried to get rid
_of them, eight youth were ar-

rested..

BOYCOT’P

The Nazis have also gone to-

Gage Park High School where up
to- 1000 white youth have heen
boycotting classes and.picketing
the school with their parents to
protest against overcrowded con-
ditions. If they were all in

" classes, and most. of them.are
drifting back, - the' school would

have an enrollment Qf a_bout 3100

‘800 over capaczty

The boycotters are deinandmg
be redrawn to transfer 600-700

schools. But' the students ‘who
would be affected are almost en-

tirely. Black, and they would -be
'transferred to.all Black schools. -
The preSS and teactionanes m :

against the rotten conditions in the Chlcago schools.
_the comr,numty ‘have played, on

this aspect of the fight, and the

leadership . has done nothing to .

prevent these reactionaries from
joining in. The students however,

see it differently.”
.. “I don’t care if I never go back

to school,”” one student told the
Young Socialist, ‘‘Somebody has
got to do something ‘about.this
school. -Daley -could. solve the
whole thing—he could make the
School Board change thmgs but I

Buess he just doesn’tcar

R CONDITIONS
A mother, leading the boycott

“told - of the conditions ‘in the

school. “There are 15 double gym

classes, with more than 80 kids in.

the gym at one time. The kids are
three to a locker, and we have 500

. lunchroom seats ‘short.
students to other South Side

““The halls" are so congested
that kids get tardy slips, and in
some classes they depend on ab-

sences to have enough seats. This:
cisia helluva way: to mn a: iugh

school.”” . o

sity’s budget officials said that a
five dollar tuition increase was
necessary to break even. Each

student must pay 60 dollars a

credit. The minimum amount of
credits which can be taken in one
semester is 13.

ENROLLMENT

Meanwhile, the enrollment has
dropped by 5.5 percent this year
alone. Each section of the univer-
sity has shown a decline in enroll-
ment. The largest decline was in
the entering freshmen class.

According to the university’s

treasurer,” Mary Lai, if enroll--

ment was-to.continue at this rate,

Nazis Leaflet Chicago Youth

Another boycotting youth said:
“I'm - sick and ‘tired of being
called a racist. I'd like to have a
tape recorder here for a day, and
then just play the tape out so that
people could hear what we're

. saying. Sure, there are a few
kooks ‘on the line, but we can’t

really do anything: about that. We
got the Nazis out of here fast. We
don’t want them around.”

" CROWDED ,
Black students the Young
Socialist talked to said they did
not agree with the press cover-

.age either. “‘There’s really not
that much going on,”” one told us. .

“I don’t -see any boycott: my
classes are as crowded as they
were last year.”

Both Black and white students
urged the Young Socialists to
come back, and several agreed to
help -sell the. Bulletin and build

“the Y8 at Gage Park to unite the
o students -and -confront the. real

crisis in the schools.
The fight on the program of the

.. YS has'to be based on the fight to .

get Chicago trade unionists, in-
cluding Gage Park parents, to

committed ‘to socialist policies.
Only-a labor party can fight for

free, adequate. hlgher educa’uon'
o for alt studen&s

- have, .

the Brooklyn Center is headed for
a half million dollar defitit.

. The tremendous slash in the
courses has resulted in the elimi-
nation of ‘31 English sections,
along with 13 history and 18
foreign languages.

One of the major reasons for
the elimination of many courses
is because of the increasing
layoffs of professors. The tefiure
program at LIU has laid off
many riew and young professors,
while at the same time those
professors with many years of
teaching have been forced to
accept an increase in the number
of classes they teach.

No matter how the adminis-
tration tried-to blur over the
severity of the cuts, it kept slip-
ping out. Brookner, the Univer-
sity’s president stated: *LIU is
not the only one institution
having this trouble. Most private -
colleges -and ‘universities across
the nation are having financial
problems, “especially in New
York State.”

- ANGER :

The government’s attempt to
destroy education has been met
by -the anger of the youth. One
LIU student said: ‘‘The way they
are cutting out the professors
means they either close down the
section or leave another one
overcrowded. In my . bacter-
iclogy class, we have around 30 to
40 students there. We can’t learn
under those conditions.”

Carmine Morreio, staff writer

~ for the school newspaper -

Seawanhaka told the Young So-
cialist: “If the school is going to
survive they can’t continue spen-
“ding -as  much money, running
<million dollar deficits.  Either
they cut down or no school.”
1t becomes clear that the edu-

- cation of thousands of youth .
. stands on the line today. The cuts
take up. the fight for a labor party -

mean _the rapid deterioration of
the entire school -System,: thus
making education a privilege and -
.not a right whic

challyouth should
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hicago Meet
otes To Build}
973 National &
g S Co nfe renc 7 s2¢

currin nl only quantitatively

BY A YS REPORTING TEAM

CHICAGO—Over 200 youth from the West Coast, Midwest, and
East Coast attended the National Preliminary Conference of the
Young Socialists to begin work on the perspective for the national

launching of the Young Socialists in the Spring of 1973.

The conference was
the most important step
taken in the building of
the Young Socialists,
The youth voted unani-
mously in favor of
launching the YS nation-
ally in the spring on the
basis of the report given,
which called for an all-
out battle against the
revisionist Socialist
Workers Party and their
youth movement, the
Young Socialist Alli-
ance.

It marked the real begin-
ning of building a revolu-
tionary Trotskyist movement
in the U.S. as part of an inter-
national party, the Interna-
tional Commitiee of the
Fourth International, to lead
the struggles of the working
class throughout the world.

The events, which the con-
ference took place around, such
as the attempt by Nixon to imple-
ment a sub-minimum wage for
youth, the rapid movement by
auto workers towards a nation-
wide strike, and the racist hys-
teria incited by the capitalist
press around the so-called Mau
Mau killings in Chicago, posed
sharply the urgent necessity for
the construction of a Marxist
leadership within the working

class.

Gil’ Gonzalez, National Secre-
tary of the YS, delivered the
opening report on perspectives.
He said that the attacks by the
capitalist class on the youth
posed the need for the revolu-
tionary movement to break the
working class from the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties
through the building of a labor
party.

“The greatest opponent of the
labor party within the unions is
the Stalinist Communist Party
and their youtb movement, the
Young Workers Liberation
League. They are trying to keep
the working class tied to capi-
talism by calling for support to
McGovern, while in Vietnam
they seek to make a deal with
Nixon.

YSA

“In refusing to call for a labor
party,” he added, “the YSA is
preparing to go over to the Stalin-
ists’ position. They call on the
Stalinists and the McGovernites
fo build the anti-war
movement.”

“To understand how the revi-
sionists have wound up where
they are today, we .amust study
their history and see that the
SWP refused to build a youth
movement on the basis of
Marxist theory in a fight against
the thinking which accepis
capitalism. For this reason we
must build the YS in a fight to
develop Marxist theory against
the highest form of capitalist
thinking within the working class

‘movement, which is the revi-

sionism of the YSA.”

Comrade ' Gonzalez said that
the refusal of the SWP leader-
ship to educate the youth in
Marxism during the period of
1937-1940 resulted in the loss of
the entire youth movement
(Young Peoples Socialist
League) during the Shachtman
split.

For 17 years after that, the
SWP refused to turn to building a
youth movement because it
would require z turn to theory
and a serious study of Marxist
philosophy.

The founding of the YSA in 1957

was an empirical turn because of -

the movement of youth towards
Trotskyism. However, at this
time the SWP was moving closer
to Pableite revisionism and the
liquidation of the party into
‘‘progressive’’ movements,
which is their policy today.

Their hostility to theory is
what has enabled the SWP fo turn
the YSA into a movement just
like the Shachtmanite hordes of
1940, that is, middle class move-
ment which is hostile to ques-
tions of theory, and distant from
the working class.

NOVACK

Gonzalez further stated that:
*“The justification for the poli-
tical positions of the YSAis being
put forth by George Novack
{main theoretician of the SWP}
in his philosophy. Novack sees
development occurring only
quantitatively by adding more on
top of what you already have.
Marxism sees development oc-

but also qualitatively through
leaps, sharp breaks in the con-
tinuity of things. This does not
occur by simply adding things,
but only through the conflict of
opposites within society.

“The development of the YS§
will only occur in a conflict with
the present thinking of the youth.
Marxism can only be developed
in a fight against its oppo-
site—revisionism.”’

During the discussion, the refu-
sal to fight the YSA by some
became clear. One youth from
North Philadelphia gquestioned
why we had to fight all the other
tendencies instead of gelting
together. :

One comrade from Los Angeles
answered that: “When we talk

" about the fight against the revi-

sionists and the Stalinists, we are
talking about the very survival of
the working class. We must fight
all those tendencies who.seek to

reinforce capitalist thinking

among the youth. It is like the
champion who has to knock out
all contenders. We have to do the
same to prepare for the cham-
pionship bout with the ruling
class.”

QUESTIONS

At one point, guestions were
asked concerning what the ¥8
was going to do about unemploy~
ment, welfare, day care centers,
and the situation with young
workers at MecDonalds. The
answers given exposed an ideal-
ist tendency which dismissed
questions of unemployment and
thereby turned socialism into an
empty abstraction. :

Comrade Wohlforth, of the
Workers League, stated: “This
tendency dismisses the imme-
diate situation workers face and

tries to go beyond it. It is idealist

to think that one can go beyond

the fact to pure idea. What is the
Young Socialist going 1o do about

e McDonalds Situation and the

rest? It will organize these

workers against unemnployment
and low wages, hold demonstra-
tions demanding the right fo a
job, and call on the unions to take
up g political fight against the
government for these rights.”

‘The next report was given by,
Abby Rodriguez, editor of the
Young Socialist, on the plans for -
an independent paper.

“If we are talking about build-
ing a revelutionary movement,”
he said, ‘‘then we must put onf a
newspaper that can reach the
youth. The paper is our main
weapon in educating the youth
against revisionism and Stalin-
ism. The strength of our section -
of the Bulletin can be seen in that
it has forced the YSA into pub-
lishing a rag sheet and they have -
attempted to steal our name.”

Plans were discussed for put-
ting out a 16 page monthly in the

_fall of 1873 will full color pic-

tures, and for the expansion of
the Bulletin as part of the fight to
have an independent youth paper.

The last report on the spring

conference and the finances was
given by Kiki Mendez, National
Treasurer. Comrade Kiki said
that: “‘For the spring con-
ference, there will be a massive
campaign with giant posters,
new brochures, speaking tours,
and filmes to build for the con-
ference.”’

This, she said, will require
financial responsibility on the
part of the Young Socialist
members by increasing dues.

The elections and acceptance
of all the proposals proceeded
with overwhelming agreement.

Comrade Wohlforth, National
Secretary of the Workers
League, brought greetings to the
conference, . ‘ e

A proposal that the conference
send a letter to Juan Farinas

stating its support for his case

was unanimously accepted.
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_weekiyorgan of the workers league
Vote Socialist Workers
On November 6

The election of 1972 is the most critical election
for the American working people. Behind all the
campaign demagogy of the Democratic and
Republican parties lies the plans being mapped out
by the capitalist class for a whole new stage of at-
- tack against the working class. Whether Nixon or
' McGovern is elected in November the dictates of the

big corporations will be carried out to save their col- -

lapsing profit system.

- Nixon has already begun Wlth the Pay Board, the-
growing unemployment, and government backed

speed-up, and cutbacks in all vital services such as
education and health, Nixon in one of his recent TV-
radio addresses said:
believes in taking whatever action is needed to hold
- down the cosf of living, so that everyone’s standard
of living can go up.” ‘‘Whatever action is neces-
_sary’”’ means now lowering the guidelines to 2.5 per-
cent, massive unemployment, and anti-strike legis-
latlon so that the profits of big business can go up.
- He combined this with an attempt to whip up racism
over the busing question,-Preparations for dictator-
“ship are taking place behind the seeming calm of
this election campaign which will challenge every
- right the working class has won.-

As Nixon consolidates the capitalist class aroundj

"hlm, the Democratic Party is falling apart. In a
period when there can no longer be reforms,: its

" ability to hold the coalition of labor wlth a sect1on of

the capitalist class falls apart.

‘The  labor movement has been left w1thout a"

defense by its leadership. This situation has led

" thousands of workers, perhaps millions, who hate
Nixon and realize that the Democrats are no better

"~ to a decision not to vote in this election. The
Workers League says there is an alternative on

* November 6. We call on trade unionists and youth to
'support the candidacy of Linda Jenness and Andrew

~ Pulley of the Socialist Workers. Party asa step to the
i formatlon of a labor party ‘
. The Workers League is completely opposed to the
Prestdentlal campaign of the Communist Party. Its

- candidates Gus Hall and Jarvis Tyner have utilized

| ‘their campaign to boost McGovern. Hall has even
'f;bragged about his work in getting McGovern votes.

‘in the CIO, whlch acted to prevent the formation of a

labor party in the 1930s and again in the 1945-47

" ‘postwar strike wave period. The campaign the CP
~has waged for McGovern in this election far outdoes
~ even the work it did for Roosevelt in the 1930s. It has

viciously lashed out at the fight for a labor party at
“the same time it supports Woodcock both in his

~ sellout of the. GMAD strike and his. support for

~ - McGovern.

A labor party cannot be constructed before thls
election. This will be the central task after this elec-
tion and the only means to defend the unions. But we

L “can begin this fight now by votmg for the candidates

“of the SWP. The SWP is running candidates as a

i socialist alternative to the Democrats and Republi- -
- cans. Its platform mcludes the demand for a labor '

: *eparty

. Workers and youth can take a big step now in this
election towards breaking from the Democrats and -
- Republicans by voting for these candidates. This in-
- turn will lay the basis for the convening of a
Congress of Labor to construct a labor party after_

- _*i;the elections.

““The American majority
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The Godfather

~ What we think

pl'ce Of Stalinist Beirayl

The Socialist Workers Party, which
broke with the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth Inter-

‘national—the world Trotskyist par-

ty—in 1963 in order to carry out an
unprincipled reunification with the

~Pabloite revisionists, has now placed
lits'seal of approval on the betrayal of

the Vietnamese: Revolution.
In a special feature written by Fred
Halstead for the October 27 issue of

“The Militant, the Socialist Workers

‘Party has declared that the Stalinist
seven-point peace plan proposed by

. Madame Binh is above criticism be- .
_cause, according to Halstead, “The
Vietnamese haye the right to do

whatever -they want on these
matters."”

Furthermore, and more fundarnen-
tally, the Socialist Workers Party
embraces the position in this article

‘that. liberalism -and Trotskyism are
“not’in confllct but that the latter is

“‘a-point of view based on a deeper
understandmg” than the former.
"Therefore, argues the SWP, since

the seven-pomt peace plan satlsfxes'
*the objectives of the ‘‘anti-war”

‘movement, it should be supported by
revolutionary socialists—whose only
additional obligation is to “analyze”
the plan ‘“‘more deeply” in order to be
aware of its possible pitfalls.

- This article marks a watershed in

‘Fourth International ‘and  émbraced
the perspectives of the Pabloite
‘‘Unified Secretariat.”” Now, the cri-
minal _significance of ‘that action

“comes into the clearest light as the
"SWP lies helpless before Stalinism,

during the very week whensthe Sta-

linists are preparing in Vietnam the’

greatest betrayal in their history.

 “The basic thrust of the Pabloites is -

toward ‘the- liquidation of the Trot-
skyist movement into Stalinism. It is
such a policy that Michel Pablo.pro-

" posed between 1951-1953, and it is the
‘" inevitable course of those parties that

refuse to fight for Marxism against

“the. idealist method that lay beneath

Pablo’s position.

.~ Because of the very intensity of the

class struggle under the conditions of
the greatest crisis in the history of

capitalism, the SWP is being driven
at a furious pace to total surrender to -

Stalinism. -
Last February, The Mllltant wrote:
“First, a cease-fire would mean that

the: revolutionary forces would give .
.up- fighting.” It would ameunt to a
-military victory for the reactionary

Indochinese ‘regimes.” Ten months
later, as Halstead’s  article makes
clear, the SWP will go along with a
cease-fire.;"

.~ How far the SWP has travelled -
from the - struggle” to build "a re-

‘volutionary leadership “and- toward
surrender to Stalinism is exposed in

‘‘the first paragraph of Halstead's ana-

lysis of the seven—pomt program in

which he asserts that ‘‘no.one can
fault” the concessions made by the
Stalinists. He writes:

““It is they, after all, who are under
the gun. The Vietnamese have every
right to make whatever proposals
they feel are best because it is they

" alone who can judge for themselves

the relationship of forces, the nature,
source, and severity of the pressures
they . are under, and whether con-
cessions are necessary,”

The seven-point peace plan flows
not from. the.struggle of the Viet-
namese-but rather- from the at-
tempts of the Stalinists to betray that
struggle. But Halstead seeks to get
around the responsibility to resist the
betrayal by noting that the Stalinist

_-are in Vietnam and he isn’t.

The argument advanced by Hal-
stead in relation to Vietnam is pre-
cisely that of the middle-class liber-
als and centrists who defended every
crime committed by Stalin—from the
purges to the betrayal of the Spanish
Revolution—on the grounds that

- Stalin, living in Russia, was a better
-judge of necessity than Trotsky,

living in Mexico.

Had Trotsky accepted this vulgar
“common sense”” notion, there would
be no Fourth International today. But
Trotsky was able to struggle for the

.. continuity of the Marxist movement
the degeneration of -the SWP. Less -

: -'than a decade ago, it deserted the
~ The CP is the most vicious opponent of the labor par-

* " ty. It was the CP, which had a tremendous influence

because he understood that the capi-
talist - crisis would result in bar-
barism unless a revolutionary lead-
ership was built in the working class.
He understood that Stalinism was not

“a matter of necessary concessions

but conscious betrayals for the pur-
pose of defending capitalism.

- Halstead has the audacity to com-
‘pare the séven-point peace plan of the
Stalinists to the Treaty of Brest-Li-
tovsk signed by the Bolshevxks in

-1918.
Brest—thovsk ‘was -'a - concession .-
- made by: the Bolsheviks under con-

ditions ‘where the continuation of the
war with Germany would have re-
sulted in-the destruction of the re-
volutwnary government in Petro-

- grad.

But. this concession was part of a
revolutionary strategy. Lenin, in the
very process of accepting Brest-Li-
tovsk, called upon the German

-working class to overturn the treaty
‘through revolutionary action; and he

denounced the German Social Demo-
crats: as ‘“‘swine’’ for. endorsing the
treaty rather than preparing for re-
volution.

The seven-point peace plan is ad-

~vanced by the Stalinists not to save

the Vletnarnese revolution from des-
truction, but'imperialism itself. And

_if the Stalinists are prepared to make

even greater concessions to Nixon
this ‘week, it is because the Viet-
namese workers, and peasants have
never been closer to all-out victory.

The SWP attempts to examine the

i seven-point plan abstracted out of the

entire history of Stalinism. There-
fore, Halstead examines the docu-
ment in isolated paragraphs, noting
the “good” parts and the ‘“‘not-so-
good’’ parts. When he comes across a
“good” paragraph—such as those
sections which call for no re-
criminations after the war—Hal-
stead writes: “That’s fine.”

But when he is dealing with those
sections that promise the im-
perialists control of the South
through a government of “national
concord”’ while American tfroops
withdraw ‘‘gradually,” Halstead
notes:  ‘“That’s a tricky one to ana-
lyze.” However, his. conclusion is
that the seven-point plan contains
concessions that the Stalinists ‘‘may
feel they have to make.”

Halstead points out that the “set
the date” formula would leave the
imperialists in the South, but adds:
“I say this not to eriticize the Viet-
namese (i.e. the Stalinists) for asking
the U.S. to set a withdrawal date, but
so that we might be aware of the
tricks that the U.S. warmongers will
be looking te play with it, if they were
to accept it.”’

Because he will not confront

‘Stalinism, Halstead poses the danger
“of imperialism precisely as the Sta-

linists themselves do: as a threat that
can be contained through pressure.
Halstead concludes that the anti-war
movement must only raise the de-
mand “‘Out Now” which ‘‘puts maxi-
mum pressure on the U.S. govern-
ment to cease its aggression.”
Lenin answered this position in
1917: “To turn to this (imperialist)
government with a proposal of con-
cluding peace is equivalent to preach-
ing morality to a keeper of a bro-
thel...There must be an exposure in-
stead of this inadmissable
‘demand’—which can only sow il-
lusions—that this imperialist govern-
ment, a capitalist government,
should cease to be imperialistic.”
Lenin's program for ending im-
perialist war was the construction of
a revolutionary leadership in the
working class to overthrow capi-
talism. The Socialist Workers Party
does' not have this perspective. .
The bankrupt position of the SWP

today, its futile grovelling before Sta- .

linism, is the fruit of the refusal to
confront as Marxists the meaning of
Pabloism. The attempt to tread a
middle road between Stalinism and
Trotskyism has made them the ac-
comphces of the former.

It is because the International
Committee has fought ruthlessly

against the middle road of centrism -

that it now is able to wage a fight io
the death against Stalinism; and-to
construct in the great movement of
millions. of workers in the -United
States, Vietnam, and every other
country -a revolutionary leadership
that-will ensure the victory of soc:ai—

“ism.,

e A e 2
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- Since the latest conscious and
systematic betrayals of the
Haitian working class by the
traditional Stalinist and trade
union leadership, who allied
themselves in 1957 with the
most right-wing elements of the
nation’s political swamp, the
country lives in its darkest eco-
nomic, social and political age.
It was that section of the ac-
knowledged forerunners and
leaders of Haitian communism
trained in the Popular Socialist
Party and the Communist Par-
ty who supported Duvalier’s
candidacy for president. This
was done at a time when the re-
volutionary upsurge of the
masses prevented for many
months the normal functioning
of the bourgeois government
and threatened the very foun-
dation of its state structure.
Basing himself on the fra-
ditional populist demagogy
about the destitute masses and
embroidered by his mystical
trip into the realm of the
“mystics of the Haitian man,’
Duvalier created the strongest
pﬁhce state known to mankmd

His ‘‘noirism”’—the Haitian
form of Black power—revealed
itself as soon as he came to
power to be nothing more than
a mystifying, metaphysical dia-
tribe' covering up his op-
portunist relationship with the
old Haitian aristocracy and
American lmperlallsm. His
rule as chief of state is incom-
prehensible if it is not probed to
its theoretical roots. '

1t would be a grave mistake on the
part of revolutionary socialists not to
understand the nature of Duvalierism
even after the death of the man. Du-
valier died, but his thoughts and his
method of thinking are still very much
alive.

F. Duvalier was not simply a “‘me-
dicine man.” He was above all a petty
bourgeois intellectual and amateur philo-
sopher coming into politics in the late
1930s and early 1940s when the communist
tradition was still strong among the
masses and the semi-feudal bourgeoisie

was on its death bed.
Torn by the crisis of international capi-

talism during and after World War Two

and the class turmoil on the national soil,
he joined the right-wing doctrinaire circle
of the Black intelligentsia in struggle
against Marxism. Sectarian to the bones,
soor after he withdrew himself into his
ivory tower and pieced together from

z.mong the trash of bourgeois phx!asophy‘

and political science his new doctrine.

PREPARING THE HATTIAN REVOLUTIC

For him, both the bourgeoisie and the
*non-hourgeois’™ are rotten, thus the solu-
tion to human suffering rests in the hands
of the middle class which is the “de-

. pository of revolutionary thought. It is the .
intellectual orator, polemist, publicist and

sociologist who sacrificed their existence
for the grandeur of col]ectlve Ideal,” he
said.

- But he also understood that the rule of

Papa Doc
the intellectuals—the elite as he called
it—will not come in and of itself through a
mechanical process. It has to be the con~
quest of the class that ‘‘synthesizes the

faith in the possibilities of colleciive .
liberation.”! What is going to be the spe-

cific character of that class? He des-

‘cribes it in these philosophical terms: v
“In.so far as the ultimafe good'is to
~come from above, by scientific and moral

formation, by the rigid selection of true

elites; extracted indiscriminately fromyall
~ sections, free from financial and political

PAGE 9.
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pressare,” what repercussions nationally
and internationally could this new auto- :
normous elités have?”’ .

This “new 1deolog1cal foundation of the
Haitian state” is utterly utopian and reac-

tionary. It does not even have the virtue of

originality that one would expect from a

“spiritual father.” The “‘autonomy”’ of the. .- |

state organism has been long proclaimed -
by the bourgeoisie.to hide the fact that the
state is but the body of its armed men for
the oppression of the working class. Next -
be stated that the new revolutionary class
is to be *‘free from financial and political
pressure.” This one really came down tfo
the bourgeoisie as a word from heaven.

It is obvious that one cannot find such
elements among the working class and the
peasaniry, But there remains yet an ob-
scure point in the system: what is a class

- and how is it formed? The doctrinaire then

said: “The class notion is determined by
four elements: a common psychology, -
identical morality, demographic density -
(allowing to evaluate the specific weight
of each class in the nation) and at last, the
consciots solidarity of each member of
the class with other members of the same -

class on the basis of communal- m—
terasts,™

What becomes clear at every pomt is

~that Duvalier. the theoretician, finds it =

roore . and - more difficult to even- ab-

stractly define a class. He discusses psy- -
chology, morality, position in the terri-
torial space and interests outside of the. -
actual content of the class. And it seems
never 1o occur to him that classesdoexist
independently of all talk about class and

- that they confront one another every day
in a bitter battle. And this battle is what - -
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the new doctrine is designed to do away

" with. Having no real material base for

their existence, why is it that the class

* that is destined to “‘collective liberation”

is to be itself free from material pres-
sures such as: financial and political pres-
sures.

And, if this new class that is now being

propounded will be the result of skillful
and indiscriminate abstraction of these
various rich and enlightened individuals

from among all sections of society, it can’

only mean that wealthy intellectuals are
to be found in the peasantry, the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie as well. And if
-that is the case, the material bases for
the existence of all the classes are the
same and the class struggle is reduced to a
mere psychological warfare between
social groupings. :

All this is  conceived of as the al-

- ternative to Marx and historical ma-

terialism, which posits the objective
world,—and in this case the present bhour-
geois class relationships—to be primary to
and the determinant of moral and psych-
ological considerations. What Marx objec-
tively saw, and ‘what Duvalier refused to

-see, is that the capitalist world is divided

into the classes of the property owners and

" that of the property-less. And it is the con-

flict between these classes on a common
ground, in scciety, for their existence as
such, in the social relations of the pro-

. duction of material wealth, that is called

the class struggle. It is that struggle that
determines the moral, political and ideo-
logical super-structure of that society,
which expresses the needs of not all the
classes but of the dominant class, which in
this case is the property owning class. And
it is precisely this class struggle, based on

“-private property, which is behind- what
Duvalier ‘was saying and actually com-
~pelled him to take such a-stance. B

~'This idéological hodge-podge, termed by -

Davalier: as - “objective and scientific,”

purposes. It is the highest expression of
subjective idealism," as opposed- to the
Marxist view that the class struggle is

. i irreconcileable and must lead to the des-
~ truction of the one class by the other in the
course of the .production of material
..~ wealth. Duvalier is completely removed
. from the basic questions concerning philo-
sophy and abstract thinking. In'the entire

history ‘of philosoply, -it has: only' been
Marx who developed the only -scientific

. means of understanding the struggle of -

~.man -against’ nature reflected today in .

- -bourgeois society in the form .of class

‘- struggle for man’s survival. The analysis

that Marx made ‘of the movement from :

-~ man’s material. existence, to the dia-

. lectical reflection of it in the form of

. thought. and. the resulting social attitude,

- -is truly dialectical materialism. Duvalier.
-1 is simply a complete obscurantist. -

-« .'Duvalier claims that new classes can be

_ created simply by the arbitrary selection

of ~given individuals, by picking and

-+ choosing from among the existing lot. The
. .most "interesting ‘thing ‘about - his con~
. -.ception of class formation is that it is to be
" construed on. the basis- of Duvalier’s per-
sonal volition: Only he is to decide of their
existence, their non-existence ‘and their
~actual creation. . : :

. As: soon as he came to power, throﬁgh

- his_underhanded maneuvers he gathered -
~..-around him:a large periphery of middle
*class people who were power hungry and
* downtrodden lumpen- elements; forming
.- thegrass roots of his pewclass rule.
. Heavily - tinted with Blacks, the:newly -
hand-picked elite would be duty bound to.
achieve “natioral tunity’” by uniting the op- - -
.+ - pressed with their-oppressor. Not only for -
- Duvalier, buf for all the visionaries.that
- the‘island has known, the class strugglein -
- Haiti has always been, even at the time of
- colonial domination, assimilated - to ‘the - -
ostruggles of “‘Blacks’’ -against *‘Mu-
Clattes o o o
-~ The many manifestations of color pre-
o judice, Tesulting fromheavy colonial heri-
... tage, have been used both by sections of
- the npational - bourgeoisie- and " all- op~
.+ portunist adventurers: to blunt the con- *
.. scious development of the masses on the
" basis of their real class intérests, . -
. What Papa Doc was to find out as he
‘. - tame to power was that the movement of
. “social: classes operates .in accordance to-
- the laws of private property under capi-
-~ talism, as: Marx deseribed, and not'to
- satisfy his mental illusions. As it is for all
.-Bonapartist regimes of ‘his type, even

though representing the interests of the

" capitalist class, its ways and means are

not to that class’ liking. Split into many
factions and torn asunder by the mass up-
surge of 1956-1957, the bourgeoisie was too
weak to deal with the working class and to
continue to rule in the old way. :

The despicable dictatorship was ob-
jectively what was needed for the sur-

vival of this discredited class. But it did
not understand this at first. Duvalier’s
bloody policy of open barbarism, striking
sometimes into the capitalist class’ own
ranks, threw it into complete disarray. Its

pathetic opposition to him at the early -

stage of the development of the regime,
through the closing of shops, was most

brutally - suppresse”®. And the Stalinists,

who are always af. r an excuse for peace-
ful coexistence, used the argument of the

- suppressed national bourgeoisie to ally

themselves to a section of it inside the

Unified Party of Haitian Communists -

(PUCH).

For 14 long years F. Duvalier main-
tained himself and ruled as a ruthless dic-
tator. His ‘‘visions” about the historic
mission of a Black elite capable of uniting
the entire nation, with the willful colla~

_boration of every class and every man, re-

mained a reactionary dream. However,
the manifestation of ' his corrupt and

_ criminal state apparatus was real and still

survives after his death. Nonetheless, it
would be a grave mistake to think that he

‘either found real support among the

masses or that the submission of the peo-
ple to his dynasty is definitive.

Ever since his coming to power, the
working class on one level or another has
been waging the most heroic battle
against his- government. The wvarious
shows of popularity-put sup around the

3

mystical “‘22” day of a given month were

city to honor the ‘‘divine Jeader.”” In these
struggles the youth were to play the

leadership role. Inexperienced and ideo- -

logically weak, their revolutionary vigor
‘was far too inadequate to guarantee the

.. success of the revolution. ; o
The betrayals of the trained cadres of
_the Stalinist leadership-members of the

Party of Popular Accord (PEP) and the

- National - Party of Popular -Liberation
(PPLN), and of the “‘immuortal” traitor,

“Roger Lafontant, who turned over the en-

tire organization to-Duvalier in 1961 for.
©- the .purpose of getting privileges and:
protective  gratitude, guaranteed the
- defeat of the revolution. The result of such

betrayals was the bloody murder of over

109 students and youth members of the -
party. It was this leadership who once

more had channelled the revolutionary en-

- thusiasm of the inexperienced youth of the
“country, who were sincerely. involved ‘in
ithe struggle for socialism, into the well-

‘known: adventure -of the PUCH in 1968.

This led to the mass slaughter of the butk
of the young-leadership of the working -
class. The leadership of the PUCH, as well -
-as the Kremlin bureaucracy, must take re-
- sponsibility. for these failures. Neither
- time nor the complicity of their silence
“will erase the page of this historic defeat

written with the blood of a revolutionary
generation, - R T

~Bat unbroken by ih,ese defeats, students]”
‘youth and a large number of middle class
.-professionals took: the. lead -in -reorgan-.

izing the movement underground. With the

new slogan -of ‘‘mass mobilization” and

accomplished at the cost of many lives of -
... poor.peasants driven. at gun point from
~ their houses and their lands to the capital

““anti-dictatorial,” they attracted a new
layer of youth and reformists of all kinds.
As a cover for this political struggle,
many cultural clubs were set up.

But the vigilance of the repressive state
did not allow the straightforward develop-
ment of this new coalition. Internal dissen-
tion, as well as government infiltration in
this popular front coalition led to its inevi-
table break-up, in spite of certain ad-
vances that were made in 1965-1966. No
real assessment was made of the past
period and a new tactic was adopted in the
most pragmatic way. .

"It was this same leadership, falling
deeper and deeper into the quagmire of
Stalinist revisionism, who organized the

Unified Party of Haitian Communists’

(PUCH) underground in February 1969.

This rump organization formed small

guerrilla groups and carried out terrorist
activity against known tonton macoutes
and also bombings in the capital. The
PUCH was. characterized by petty bour-
geois radicalism.

Their new course was taken as a result
of their participation at the bourgeois
nationalist carnival of the Tricontinental
and the OLAS, propped up by the Stalinist
bureaucracies. .Instead of developing a
clear program of action for the masses in
a period of deep political and economic
crisis, in which the Haitian per capita in-
come fell to $25 during the year, they kow-
towed before the reactionary clergy in
search of a short cut to power.

This divorce from Marxism was based
on the support of a progressive Catholic
group vaguely known as Haiti Progress.
By August 1969, this method led to the
mass slaughter of the bulk of the young
leadership of the working class, as well as
to the expulsion of nine Roman Catholic

_priests on charges of éonspiring to-over-

throw - the' government. ‘The method of
Castroism, pursued by the Stalinists, had
channeled once more the revolutionary
enthusiasm of the inexperienced youth of

the country, who were sincerely involved

in-the struggle for. socialism, . into the
morass of middle class adventurism:

~‘Duvalier’s main ideal, which has been
the creation of a new Black bourgeoisie by

murdering scores of the old elite and bru-

tally expropriating the masses of small
peasants (for the purpose of freeing the

_ hew class from financial pressure) suf-

fered shipwreck. It could not have been
otherwise since his so-called revolution

‘lacked both the required social and eco-

nomic ground for its development.
Under Duvalier, the national bour-
geoisie remains the same old colonial and
agrarian exploiters, owing their existence
only to the power of the state and the
financial-and military support of Ameri-
‘can imperialism. On the political level, if

- the new government circle itself is split

into so many factions, it is not because of
the psychological inclinations of those in-
volved but because the economic foun-
dation is inadequate for the maintenance
of ‘such an enormous state apparatus and
to provide adequately for the needs of the
new ruling class, IR

The bourgeoisie .today is no stronger

~than it was in 1957 before Duvalier. It is

still wracked with the same factional dis-

- putes and individual maneuvers, only fur-

ther-deepened by the objective crisis of in-

ternational capitalism in decay. And it
_Wwas: only when Duvalier began to phy-
- sically destroy all the working class poli-
+ tical parties, the trade union and youth or-
‘ganizations, that the national bourgeoisie

joined his struggles on the national soil
and abroad to build the ‘““new Haiti.”” This
crisis ridden system, at the time of inter-
national upsurge of the working class, is
the legacy of F. Duvalier to his son.

J.C. DUVALIER

Jean Claude Duvalier, who was pro-
moted president for life after the death of
his father, creates more problems for the
already shaky ruling class. Above all, it
opens up a new era of class struggles. The
choice of J.C. Duvalier as president of
Haiti reflects two important things. First
of all, it shows the former Duvalier’s in-
fluence over his ministers, the state
machine and the constitution. Secondly, it
also reflects the inability of the entire
ruling class to find a credible re-

presentative in the face of a changing
situation. Their aim is to maintain them-
selves against the new social ferment de-
veloping out of previously created con-
ditions,

In fact, the bourgeoisie could not care
less who actually occupies this particular
post. All that really matters to them is
how the new president will represent their
interests. They realize that a Duvalier,
who still has the support of the army and
the militia, is the best they can hope for.
But that same bourgeoisie also knows that
these measures can only postpone the
clash to come but not eliminate it.

1t is absolutely clear that J.C. Duvalier
has neither the past political experience of
his father, nor his strong personal charac-
teristics. Whereas F. Duvalier could
terrify and maneuver with the many fac-
tions around him, J.C. Duvalier is under
the strict control of his immediate
cabinet. His serving as the president, far
from posing a solution to the problem, in
fact deepens it. The support given to him
by the national bourgeoisie is, however,
conditional. The bourgeoisie must accept
Duvalier and be tolerant of him even
though sections of that class are trampled
on by him. He has thus opportunistically
used this new situation to put forward his
“liberal ‘economic policy” as the phase
two of the “‘Duvalierist revolution™ in an
official way.

J.C. Duvalier’s supposed economic re-
volution is the most reactionary program
in the history of the country. This “re-
volution” only means the unrestrained
ability of the rich to further enrich them-
selves and of the great majority of the
masses to suffer super-exploitation. In a
country as backward as Haiti. it does not
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require much money to build capital, con-
sidering the low level of technical de-
velopment of the productive forces and the
minimum value of the cost of labor. Thus,
inch by inch, the country is being sold to
foreign entrepreneurs and adventurers of
all kinds in search of a quick buck.
There, the rule of finance capital finds
its sharpest expression. American as well
as Canadian capitalists, who find it more
and more difficult to extract larger profits
from their own working class, export their
capital where the pasture is a lot greener.
Above-all, they get the necessary govern-
ment protection. This fact further
enriches Lenin’s assessment of im-
perialism and the ultra-reactionary
character of the national bourgeoisie of

stepped up its effort to build an Industrial
Park project which is already in the exe-
cution stage.” o

It may be true that the largest portion of
Haitian exports goes to the U.S. as against

all the countries of Latin America. But

what he does not say is that the living stan-
dard of Haitian workers is not only the
lowest in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, but in the whole world. And, because
of the backwardness inherited from
French colonial domination, the country
had developed the tendency toward
creating a highly centralized city-state
which stands out in complete opposition to
the development of the country towns.
This centralization becomes very ex-
plosive in the face of the smallest eco-
nomie growth. All new projects, as well as

¥,

The Duvalier family bases its dictatorial rule on the powerful milifary apparatu%.

the colonial and semicolonial countries
which exist only as the safety valve for the
interests of monopoly capitalism.

For some petty bourgeois observers, as
well as the capitalist press, it is an ex-
pression of ‘progressive capitalist de-
velopment’ flowing from the libera-
lization program. But, in fact, it is the
complete opposite. This new capital in-
vestment does not bring about the de-
velopment of the productive forces, or a
higher living. standard for the working
class, but their complete enslavement. If

. there is anything revolutionary in this new
situation, it is the change in the balance of

class forces being created. o
In one of his innumerable messages to
the nation, the new ‘‘liberal economic™
president trumpeted in the cynical
manner inherited from his father that:
“Around twenty new plants have been
authorized to function, some already built,
others in the process of being built, The
economic image of the counfry is onder-
going a fransformation while our pro-
duction is becoming diversified in ap im-
pressive way expressed in the modi-
fication of the structure of our exports.

. Formerly based almost exclusively on

agricultural products and raw materials,
today our exports have a large proportion
of industrial produets, transforming local
materials or completing semi-finished im-
ports.

‘At the present time, around 45 percent
of our exports towards the U.S., our
largest client on the world market, are
composed of industrial products, the
highest percentage in all the countries of
Latin America.

“In order to gain more facilities fo at-
tract new industry, the government has

the ereation of more industrial facilities,
pose new problems for the urban popu-
lation which becomes denser as new work
opportunities are being offered.

The problem of overpopulation had to be
dealt with, and Jean Claude dealt withitin
the most drastic and eriminal manner.
Without warning, he burned to the ground
the ghetto areas around St. Joseph and Bel
Air, killing hundreds and leaving thou-
sands homeless who are now roaming

around town, naked, hungry and deathly
sick, All this is perpetrated of course to

provide to the demi-Gods of foreign
capital the industrial park project n
cessary for their expansion. SRR
Recently, large manufacturing concerns
and small assembly factories and in-
dustries of one kind or another have been
cropping up all around the comntry. Em-
ploying no more than 50 workers at the
lowest possible wage under conditions of 2
tremendous labor market, the dollar a day
minimum salary for all workers is a com-~
plete fraud. Not only is it not being en-
forced by the state, but to actually fight
for that minimum through strike action is

equivalent to high treason in the eyes of

the government. Furthermore, because of
the objective needs of the masses, they
are forced to work below the minimum to
avoid starvation. Thus, without leader-
ship and their independent organizations,
they hecome the accomplice of the ex-
ploitation system.

“The low wages and inhuman working
conditions result also from the fact that
scores of peasants, driven from their land
because. of the lack of proper means of
agricultural - exploitation - and mass ex-
_propriations for the bepefit of foreign
capital, are foreed into the city in search

of employment. This exodus into the
capital city has its roots in the complete
stagnation of agricultural production.
What do people turn to in an agricultural
country when agricultural production
remains at a standstill while the total
population grows? The answer is abject
poverty, high rate of mortality, mass
unemployment, overcrowded housing, ina-
dequate sanitation, the lack of adequate
schools and universal malnutrition, which
has transformed the nation into a putrid
ghetto crowned with the upper crust of a
despicable bourgeoisie. This in short is the
picture of a country in the midst of an
“economic revolution.”

J.C. Duvalier may not be very smart
and his political and economic inability
may be manifest, but what he possesses to
the highest degree is the natural vi-
ciousness of his class. With the taxation
system as it stands now, it will not take
him long to compete, with the many
millions he is amassing, with the wealth-
iest capitalist of North America. A 107
percent tax is now levied on cars being
brought to the country to enable Jean
Claude’s monopoly on certain Japanese

made cars to compete, let us say on an

equal footing, with other dealers.

Whereas taxes are levied only to fill the
pocket of the president and those around
him, franchise is given to foreign capi-
talists and big merchants, who were
smart enough to have contributed a car or
two to enlarge the president’s private col-
lection, which is close to 30, not including
those parked in the neighbor's garage or
being driven around town by close friends.
The contradiction in this situation is tre-
mendous. Decent routes are virtually non-
existent; therefore, the president’s hot
sports cars as well as his limousines are
driven through the mud of dusty roads
dating to colonial times causing main-
tenance to rise to abnormal costs. And
whereas the president’s fleet is con-
stantly being increased in size and variety
the transportation system in the country
as a whole is of the most primitive,

The peasants and even the big land .

ewners must carry their products to the
market place or to the commercial
centers on wooden carts led by mules or
bulls. ‘The peasants have to travel on

horseback from one end of the island to
" ‘the other with heavy loads of agricultural

products, harvested at tremendous. labor
cost, on which they:pay high taxes which
always end up in the coffer of the ruling
family. Because of the lack of proper
means of transportation, the small pro-

' ducers in and around Petite Riviere de

L'Artibonite, one of the most fertile lands
in the mountainous country, live off a
direct barter economy, as the volume of
the production stock rots in the fields. The
insufficient supply of food materials avail-
able for the growing demand is at the bot-
tom of the deep misery of the great
masses. The demand, which is far greater
than the supply, causes the price of food-
stuffs fo rise considerably higher in rela-
tionship to the per capita income of the
average worker.

The commercial deals are then made on
the basis of this inadequate production
with a disproportional greater need for
consumer goods. The price of livestock, as
much as industrial - and manufactured

goods, is in most cases above the stan--

dards of the advanced capitalist ‘count-
ries, including the United States. It costs,
in Haiti, more than two and a half times

the price that 'must be paid for a gallon of

gasoline in New York City, an area where
the price of gasoline is one of the highest

in North America. Because of the lack of -

industrial development, raw materials of
all kinds are exported at minimum value
to the major capitalist countries, which
eventually come back to Haiti with much
greater market value than those locally
nreduced. The prices of finished products
run in accordance, not to its inherent

value, but to the arbitrary will of the Jocal

merchants. ~

This chaotic. market system—in fact
systematic black market—enhances the
chronically bad administfation, and
serves the personal interest of members
of the upper crust of the government. The
crimes and corruption carried out for the
creation of the new “elite’ of the national
bourgeoisie to “‘survive in digaity’’

reveals the complete frand of Davalier’s-

demagogy. The same old Americans, Jta-
lians, and Syrian commercial lords still

hold the monopely and truly Haitian com-

merce is to this day at a piddling level.
It would be wrong to look at these
various “facts’’ in a fixed and static way.

" They are only the appearances of a deeper

and more fundamental phenomenon. The
class struggle which underlies these de-
velopments is becoming increasingly
shaxp as the masses are being driven into
dire poverty. This is what is pushing land-
owners, merchants, foreign and national
industries, in short the national bour-
geoisie, to closer collaboration with each
other in preparation for the conflict that is
to take place in the political arena.
Mary rightly saw and explained that the
absolute contradiction in the capitalist
system leading to the possibility of social-
ist revolution lies in the fact that the bour-
geoisie cannot develop without at the

same time creating the class of its own °

gravediggers—the working class. Further-
more, he discovered that it is the very law
of capitalist production-itself which leads
to revolutionary upheavals.

The law of value, which is asserting itself
in the crisis of the international monetary
system laying the ground for imter-
national trade war in a shrinking world
market, contains within itself the burning
guestion of either socialism or complete
barbarism and the destruction of - the
world proletariat. Since Nixon's decision
to sever the dollar from gold and his ar-
rogant step toward rationing world capi-
talism to maintain the world dominance of

American imperialism, the instituted 10

percent surcharge on foreign imports has
its direct affect on the Haitian working
class, who are made to pay for the crisis of
their own oppressors.

The dynamics of these. class rela-
tionships must be understood by Marxist
revolutionaries in preparation for social-

ist revolution. When the bourgepisie
begins to further deepen its attacks onthe =
working class the old social relationships -

based on compromise between the classes
break up, leading to direct political con-
frontation. This is the kind of battle the
Haitian working class is-entering into
without any political leadership.

But what is different today is that we
are not simply entering a revolutionary =
period; we are also dealing with a new

working class. As a result of the “‘indus-
trialization,” the phenomenon cormmor to

all backward countries and Haiti in par- -

ticular is the existence of a large petty
bourgeoisie, mostly intellectuals and
small store owners, playing no role what-
soever in production. This itself is the con-

sequence of the still pre-capitalist pro-
duction relations. This section of society is

as much oppressed and torn apart by the
crisis. as the lower classes. -Having no

stake in the system and being unahle to-

exploit its own inherent potentials, it isre-

duced to the level of the *‘common.
people.”” Driven down by the crisis, they =~

are forced to accept jobs which undex nor-
mal conditions they would not do: It is pre-

¢isely out of this “‘declassed’” middle class

that the most reactionary elements are re-

cruited to the new secret police and the =
Leopards. But nevertheless, based on the = -
objective material conditions and given - -

the proper leadership, a whole section of
the more conscious elements can be
brought into the revolutionary struggle.

* On the other hand, the masses of the ex- -
propriated small peasants, forcefully
- removed from their lands, come swar-
ming down into the city in search of em- * ~
ployment. As this process continues {0 go
- on, the centralized city begins to takeona '~
different reality. Now, side by side people - -

of different backgrounds coexist, facing
the same problems. The anarchistic social

relations and the super-exploitation ofall =
human labor in the most cynical way by~

the exportation of capital by foreign. -~ ..
pirates is the guiding thread behind the =~ = =

changes in the working elass: -~ o

Declassed peity bourgeois,” peasants,

(raw in their culture and their ability),

and proletarians alike are found working = .~ .
together or the production lines, com- .
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peting outside for the same job and ex-
ploited by the same master. This new = '

working class, not having been trained and

disciplined by years of economic struggles:
through the unions, accounts for the un- =~
" easiness of class relations and the con~- .

flicis constantly erupting. The continuous i
capitalist changes brought the beginving -

. of a 'change in the consciousness of the - e

proletariat which was necessary for the

-eryption. of the coming socialist re--
volution. The working class, crushed by -




~ the new doctrine is designed to do away

" with. Having no real material base for
their existence, why is it that the class
that is destined to “‘collective liberation”
is to be itself free from material pres-

" sures such as: financial and political pres-
sures.

And, if this new class that is now being

propounded will be the result of skillful
and indiscriminate abstraction of these
various rich and enlightened individuals

from among all sections of society, it can

only mean that wealthy intellectuals are
to be found in the peasantry, the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie as well. And if
that is the case, the material bases for
the existence of all the classes are the
same and the class struggle is reduced to a
mere psychological warfare between
social groupings.

All this is conceived of as the al-

ternative to Marx and historical ma-
terialism, which posits the objective
world,—and in this case the present bour-
geois class relationships—to be primary to
..and the determinant of moral and psych-
ological considerations. What Marx objec-
tively saw, and what Duvalier refused to

see, is that the capitalist world is divided

into-the classes of the property owners and
- that of the property-less. And it is the con-
‘- flict between these classes on a common
ground in society, for their existence as
such, in the social relations of the pro-
duction of material wealth, that is called
the class struggle. It is that struggle that
~ determines the moral, political and ideo-
logical super-structure of that society,
which expresses the needs of not all the

..~ classes but of the dominant class, which in

.- this case is the property owning class. And
“.. it is precisely this class struggle, based on
" private property, which is behind what

Duvalier was saying and actually com-

“pelled him to take such a‘stance.

This ideological hodge-podge, termed by -

.. Duvalier -as “‘objective and scientific,”
was ‘created by its author to suit his-own

- purposes. It is the highest expression of -

subjective idealism, as opposed to the
Marxist view that the class struggle is
irreconcileable and must lead to the des-

" truction of the one class by the other in the ;
.icourse. of . the .production of material

k.; _wealth. Duvalier is completely removed
" from the basic questions concerning philo-

sophy and abstract thinking. In the entire "
history of philosophy, it has only been:

- Marx who deyeloped the enly scientific

.~ .meang of understanding:the struggle of -
L. mans agamst nature- reflected - today in .

“ hourgeois- soclety in the form of class .
~.struggle for man’s survival. The analysis

g that Marx made of the movement from,

- - man’s” material ex1stence to the dia-
lectical reflection ‘of «it in the form of -

; ’thonght and the resulting social attitude,

< s truly dialectiecal materialism. Duvaher.
. is simply a complete obscurantist.
Duvalier claims that new classes can be

created simply by the arbitrary selection

- of “given individuals, by picking and
-+ .choosing from among the existing lot. The-
. most 'interesting thing -about ‘his con-

' ception of class formation’is that it is tobe -

- construed on the basis-of Duvalier’s.per-

- sonal volition. Only he is to decide of their
- existence, their nqn—exxstence and thexr, ‘

~.-actual creation,

As ‘soon-as he came to power,, through;',

- his underhanded maneuvers he gathered
around him a large periphery of middle

~ class people who were power hungry and
- downtrodden lumpen elements, forming -

- the " grass roots of his new class rule,

" Heavily - tinted "with ‘Blacks, the newly -
- hand-picked elite would be duty bound to. -
achieve ‘‘national unity’’ by uniting the op-
pressed with their oppressor. Not only for =
- Duvalier, but for all the visionaries that
the island has known, the class struggle in-

* Haiti-has always been ‘even af the time of

~colonial domination, assimilated fo the -
.+ -struggles of “Blacks” agamst “Mu
' lattes. s
The- many mamfestatwns of color pre-
- judice, resulting from heavy colonial heri-
. tage, have been used both by sections of
. the- national- bourgemsle and all- op-
" portunist adventurers to blunt the con-
... scious development of the masses on the
' basis of their real class interests.

- What Papa Doc was to find out as he

- social classes operates in accordance to
“the laws of private property under capi-

" talism; as Marx described, and not to
. satisfy his mental illusions. As itis forall -

}Bonapartxst regxmes of ‘his type, even

i came to power was that the maovement of -

BULLETIN

though representing the interests of the
capitalist class, its ways and means are
not to that class’ liking. Split into many
factions and torn asunder by the mass up-
surge of 1956-1957, the bourgeoisie was too
weak to deal with the working class and to
continue to rule in the old way.

The despicable dictatorship was ob-"
jectively what was needed for the sur-

vival of this discredited class. But it did
not understand this at first. Duvalier’s
bloody policy of open barbarism, striking
sometimes into the capitalist class’ own
ranks, threw it into complete disarray. Its

stage of the development of the regime,
through the closing of shops, was most
brutally suppresse”. And the Stalinists,

who are always af. r an excuse for peace-

ful coexistence, used the argument of the
suppressed national bourgeoisie to ally
themselves to a section of it inside the

Unified Party of Haitian Communists-

(PUCH).

For 14 long years F. Duvalier main-
tained himself and ruled as a ruthless dic-
tator. His ‘‘visions’ about the historic
mission of a Black elite capable of uniting
the entire nation, with the willful colla-
boration of every class and every man, re-
.mained a reactionary dream. However,
the ‘manifestation of his corrupt and
criminal state apparatus was real and still
‘survives after his death. Nonetheless, it
would be a grave mistake to think that he
either found real support among the
masses or that the submission of the peo-
ple to his dynasty is definitive.

Ever since his coming to power, the
working class on one level or another has
been waging the most heroic battle
against his- government. The various
shows of popularity—put “up around the

%

mystical <227 day of a glven month were

accomphshed at the cost of many lives of

- city to honor the ‘‘divine leader.’” In these

" struggles the youth were to play the
- Jeadership role. Inexperienced -and ideo- -
-Jogically weak; their revolutionary vigor -

“was far too madequate to guarantee the
: success of ‘the revolition.

The betrayals of the trained cadres of
the Stalinist leadership members of the

" Party of Popular Accord (PEP) and the

“National Party of Popular -Liberation

. tire organization to Duvalier in 1961 for
the purpose. of ‘getting privileges  and

- "protective -gratitude, guaranteed’ the
_ defeat of the revolution. The result of such

betrayals .was the bloody murder of over
109 students and youth members. of the

thusiasm of the 1nexper1enced youth of the
‘country, ‘who were sincerely: involved: in
 the struggle for Socialism,-into the well-
known -adventure: of the PUCH: in 1968.
This.led to the'mass slaughter of the bulk

of the young. leadershlp «of the working -
class. The leadership of the PUCH, as well -

as the Kremlin bureaucracy, must take re-

written with the blood of a revolutmnary‘
generatxon S
' youth and a 1arge number-of rmcidle class
: prcfessmnals took ‘the lead: in reorgan-
izing the movement underground. With the

new slogan of “mass meblhzatmn” and ‘

~poor peasants. driven at gun point from '
~their houses-and their lands to the capital

" (PPLN), dnd of the “immortal”’ traitor,.
Rogeér Lafontant, who turned over the en-

party. It was this leadership who once .
more had channelled the revolutionary en-’

‘sponsibility: for  these failures. Neither.
time . nor the complmty of their silence
“will erase the page of this historic defeat

‘“‘anti-dictatorial,” they attracted a new
layer of youth and reformists of all kinds.
As a cover for this political struggle,
many cultural clubs were set up.

But the vigilance of the repressive state
did not allow the straightforward develop-
ment of this new coalition. Internal dissen-
tion, as well as government infiltration in
this popular front coalition led to its inevi-
table break-up, in spite of certain ad-
vances that were made in 1965-1966. No
real assessment was made of the past
period and a new tactic was adopted in the

__most pragmatic way.
pathetic opposition to him at the early = -

"It was this same leadership, fallmg
deeper and deeper into the quagmire of
Stalinist revisionism, who organized the

Unified Party of Haitian Communists’

(PUCH) underground in February 1969.
This rump organization formed small
guerrilla groups and carried out terrorist
activity against known tonton macoutes
and also bombings in the capital. The
PUCH was characterized by petty bour-
geois radicalism.

Their new course was taken as a result
of their participation at the bourgeois
nationalist carnival of the Tricontinental
and the OLAS, propped up by the Stalinist
bureaucracies. .Instead of developing a
clear program of action for the masses in
a period of deep political and economic
crisis, in which the Haitian per capita in-
‘come fell to $25 during the year, they kow-
towed before the reactionary clergy in
search of a short cut to power.

This divorce from Marxism was based
on the support of a progressive Catholic
group vaguely known as Haiti Progress.
By August 1969, this method led to the

- mass slaughter of the bulk of the young

leadership of the working class, as well as
to the expulsion of nine Roman Catholic

priests on cherges bf conspiring to over-
throw the government. The method of

~Castroism, pursued by the Stalinists, had
channeled once more the revolutionary

enthusiasm of the inexperienced youth of
the country, who were sincerely involved
in: the struggle for. socialism, into the
morass of middle class adventurism.

~ Duvalier’s main ideal, which has been

the creation of a new Black bourgeoisie by

murdering scores of the old elite and bru-

tally expropriating. the masses of small

peasants (for the purpose of freeing the

new ‘class from financial pressure) suf-
fered shipwreck. It could not have been

-otherwise since his so-called revolution
lacked both the required social and eco- -

-nomic ground for its development.

.- Under. Duvalier,  the national bour-

geoisie remains the same old. colonial and

“agrarian exploiters, owing their existence -
_only to the power of the state and the
financial-and military -support of Ameri--

.can imperialism. On the political level, if

:the ‘new government circle itself is split
- into so many factions, it is not because of

the psychological inclinations of those in-

volved but- because “the ‘economic foun-
" .dationis-inadequate for the raintenance

of 'such an enormous state apparatus and
to provide adequately for the needs of the -

new ruling class,

- The bourgeaisie today is no strcmger‘
- than it was in 1957 before Duvalier. It is

still wracked with the same factional dis- -
putes and individual maneuvers, only fur-.

_ther deepened by the: objective crisis of in-

, - ternational capitalism in decay. And it
was only when Duvalier began to phy-

sically destroy all.the working class poli-

“tical parties, the trade union and youth or-
- ganizations, that the national bourgeoisie

joined his struggles on the national soil

and abroad to build the ‘‘new Haiti.”” This
crisis ridden system, at the time of inter-
national upsurge of the working class, is
the legacy of F. Duvalier to his son.

J.C. DUVALIER
Jean Claude Duvalier, whe was pro-

- moted president for life after the death of

his father, creates more problems for the
already shaky ruling class. Above all, it
opens up a new era of class struggles. The
choice of J.C. Duvalier as president of
Haiti reflects two important things. First
of all, it shows the former Duvalier’s in-
fluence over his ministers, the state

machine and the constitution. Secondly, it
also reflects the inability of the entire
ruling class to find a credible re-

presentative in the face of a changing
situation. Their aim is to maintain them-
selves against the new social ferment de-
veloping out of previously created con-
ditions.

In fact, the bourgeoisie could not care

- less who actually occupies this particular

post. All that really matters to them is
how the new president will represent their
interests. They realize that a Duvalier,
who still has the support of the army and
the militia, is the best they can hope for.
But that same bourgeoisie also knows that
these measures can only postpone the
clash to come but not eliminate it. ,

It is absolutely clear that J.C. Duvalier
hasneither the past political experience of
his father; nor his strong personal charac-

‘teristics. Whereas F. Duvalier could
terrify and maneuver with the many fac-

tions around him, J.C. Duvalier is under
the strict control of his immediate
cabinet, His serving as the president, far
from posing a solution to the problem, in

-fact deepens it. The support given to him

by -the national bhourgeoisie is, however,
conditional.: The bourgeoisie must accept
Duvalier and be tolerant of him even
though sections of that class are trampled

.- on by him. He has thus opportunistically

used this new situation to put forward his
“liberal economic policy’’ as the phase

“two of the “Duvalxenst revolution’ in an

official way.
J.C. Duvalier’s supposed economic re-

volution is the most reactionary program . -

in the history of the cointry. This *re-

volution”” only means ‘the unrestrained

ability of the rich to further enrich them-

selves.and of the great majority of the -

masses fo suffer super-exploitation. In a

-country as Ipaekward asHaiti, it does not
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require much money to build capital, con-
sidering the low level of technical de-
velopment of the productive forces and the
minimum value of the cost of labor. Thus,
inch by inch, the country is being sold to
foreign entrepreneurs and adventurers of
all kinds in search of a quick buck.
There, the rule of finance capital finds
its sharpest expression. American as well
as Canadian capitalists, who find it more
and more difficult to extract larger profits
from their own working class, export their
capital where the pasture is a lot greener.
Above-all, they get the necessary govern-
ment protection. This faect further
enriches Lenin’s assessment of im-
perialism and the ultra-reactionary
character of the national hourgeoisie of

-

stepped up its effort to build an Industrial
Park project which is already in the exe-
cution stage.”

It may be true that the largest portnon of
Haitian exports goes to the U.S. as against

all the countries of Latin America. But

what he does not say is that the living stan-
dard of Haitian workers is not only the
lowest in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, but in the whole world. And, because
of the backwardness inherited from
French colonial domination, the country
had developed the tendency toward
creating a highly centralized city-state
which stands out in complete opposition to
the development of the couniry towns.
This centralization becomes very ex-
plosive in the face of the smallest eco-
nomic growth. All new projects, as well as

The Duvalier family bases its dictatorial rule on the powerful military apparatuﬁ.

the colonial and semicolonial countries
which exist only as the safety valve for the
interests of monopoly capitalism. __
For some petty bourgeois observers, as
well as the capitalist press, it is an ex-
pression of ‘‘progressive . capitalist de-
velopment”’ flowing from the libera-
lization program. But, in fact, it is the
complete opposite. This new capital in-
vestment does not bring about the de-
“velopment of the productive forces, or a
higher living standard for the working
class, but their complete enslavement. If
- there is anything revolutionary in this new
situation, it-is the change in the balance of
class forces being created. .
In one of his innumerable messages to
the nation, the new “liberal economic”

president trumpeted in the cynical

manner inherited from his father that:

“Aroond twenty new plants have been
authorized to function, some already built,
others in the process of being built. The
economic image of the country is under-
going a transformation while our pro-
duction is becoming diversified in an im-
pressive way expressed in the modi-
fication of the structure of our exports.
Formerly based almost exclusively on
agricultural products and raw materials,
today our exports have a large proportion
of industrial produets, transforming local
materials or completing semi-finished im-
perts.

**At the present time, around 45 percent
of our exports towards the U.S., our
largest client on the world market, are

composed of industrial products, the .

highest percentage in all the countries of
Latin America. »

“In order to gain mere facilities fo at-
fract new mdustry, the government has

the creation of more industrial facilities,
pose. new problems for the urban popu-
lation which becomes denser as new work
opportunities are being offered.

The problem of overpopulation had o be
dealt with, and Jean Claude dealt with itin
the most drastic and criminal manner.
Without warning, he burned to the fround
the ghetto areas around St. Joseph and Bel
Air, killing hundreds and leaving thou-
sands homeless who are now roaming
around town, naked, bungry and deathly
sick. All this is perpetrated of course to

provide to the demi-Gods of foreign

capital the mdustrial park project ne-

Recently, large manufacturmg concerns
and small assembly factories and in-
dustries of one kind or another have been
cropping up all around the couniry. Em-
ploying no more than 50 workers at the
lowest possible wage under conditions of a
tremendous labor market, the dollar a day
minimum salary for all workers is a com-

_plete fraud. Not only is it not being en-

forced by the state, but to actually fight
for that minimum through strike action is
equivalent to high treason in the eyes of
the government. Furthermore, because of
the objective needs of the masses, they
are forced to work below the minimum to
avoid starvation. Thus, without leader-
ship and their independent organizations,
they become the accomplice of the ex-
ploitation system.

The low wages and inhuman working

conditions result also from the fact that
scores of peasants, driven from their land
because of the lack-of proper means of
agricultural . exploitation and mass ex-
propriations for the benefit of foreign

capital. are forced into the city in search

of employment. This exodus into the |

capital city has its roots in the complete
stagnation of agricultural production.
What do people turn to in an agricultural
country ‘when agricultural production
remains at a ,standstill while the total

" population grows? The answer is abject

poverty, high rate of mortality, mass
unemployment, overcrowded housing, ina-
dequate sanitation, the lack of adequate
schools and universal malnutrition, which
has transformed the nation into a putrid
ghetto crowned with the upper crust of a
despicable bourgeoisie. This in short is the
picture of a country in the midst of an
“economic revolution.”

J.C. Duvalier may not be very smart
and his political and economic inability
may be manifest, but what he possesses to
the highest degree is the natural vi-
ciousness of his class. With the taxation
system as it stands now, it will not take
him long to compete, with the many
millions he is amassing, with the wealth-
iest capitalist of North America. A 107
percent tax is now levied on cars being
brought to the country to enable Jean
Claude’s monopoly on certain Japanese
made cars to compete, let us say on an
equal footing, with other dealers.

Whereas taxes are levied only to fill the

. pocket of the president and those around

him, franchise is given to foreign capi-
talists and big merchants, who were
smart enough to have contributed a car or
two to enlarge the president’s private col-
lection, which is close to 30, not including
those parked in the neighbor’'s garage or
being driven around town by close friends.
The contradiction in this situation is tre-
mendous. Decent routes are virtually non-
existent; therefore, the president’s hot
sports cars as well as his limousines are
driven through the mud of dusty roads
dating to colonial times causing main-
tenance to rise to abnormal costs. And
whereas the president’s fleet is con-
stantly being increased in size and variety
the transportation system in the couniry
as'a whole is of the most primitive,

The peasants and even the big land
ewners must carry their products to the
market place or to the commercial
centers on wooden carts led by mules or

bulls. The peasants have to fravel on.
- horseback from one end of the island to
- the other with heavy loads of agricultural

products, harvested at tremendous labor
cost, on which they pay high taxes which

, always end up in the coffer of the ruling
 family. Because of the lack of proper-
. means_of transportation, the small pro-
“ducers in and around Petite Riviere de

1.’ Artibonite; one of the most fertile lands

in the mountainous: country, live off a

direct barter economy, as the volume of

the production stock rots in the fields. The -
~ insufficient supply of food materials avail-

able for the growing demand is at the bot-
tom of the deep misery of the great
masses. The demand, which is far greater
than the supply, causes the price of food-
stuffs to rise considerably hlgher in rela~
tionship to the per capita income of the
average worker,

The commercial deals are then made on
the basis of this inadequate production
with a disproportional greater need for
consumer goods, The price of livestock, as
much- as industrial and manufactured
goods, is in most cases above the stan-
dards of the advanced capitalist count-
ries, including the United States. It costs,
in Haiti, more than two and a half times
the price that must be paid for a gallon of

gasoline in New York City, an area where

the price of gasoline is one of the highest

in North America. Because of the lack of

industrial development, raw matemls of
all kinds are exported at minimum value
to the major capitalist countries, which
eventually come back to Haiti with much
greater market value than those locally
nroduced. The prices of finished products

~run in accordance, not to its inherent

value, but to the arbitrary will of the local
merchanis.

This chaotic market system—in fact
systematic black market—enhances the
chronically  bad administration, and
serves the personal interest of memb&rs
of the upper crust of the government. The
crimes and corruption carried out for the
creation of the new “elite’” of the national
bourgeoisie to “survive in dignity’”
reveals the complete fraud of Duvalier’s
demagogy, The same old Americans, Jta-

lians, and Syrian commercial lords still -

hold the mmopoiv and tmly Haitian com-

merce is to this day at a piddling level.

It would be wrong to look at these
various “facts” in a fixed and static way.
They are only the appearances of a deeper
and more fundamental phenomenon. The
class struggle which underlies these de-
velopments is becoming increasingly
sharp as the masses are being driven into
dire poverty. This is what is pushing land-
owners, merchants, foreign and national
industries, in short the national bour-
geoisie, to closer collaboration with each
other in preparation for the conflict that is
to take place in the political arena.

Marx rightly saw and explained that the
absolute contradiction in the capitalist
system leading to the possibility of social-
ist revolution lies in the fact that the bour-
geoisie cannot develop without at the
same time creating the class of its own
gravediggers—the working class. Further-
more, he discovered that it is the very law
of capitalist production itself which leads
to revolutionary upheavals.

The Jaw of value, which is asserting itself
in the crisis of the international monetary
system laying the ground for inter-
national trade war in a shrinking world
market, contains within itself the burning
question of either socialism or complete
barbarism and the destruction” of the
world proletariat. Since Nixon's decision
to sever the dollar from gold and his ar-'
rogant step toward rationing world capi-
talism to maintain the world dominance of
American imperialism, the instituted 10
percent surcharge on foreign imports has
its direct affect on the Haitian working

- class, who are made to pay for the crisis of

their own oppressors.
The dynamics of these class rela-

tionships must be understood by Marxist . =

revolutionaries in preparation for social-
ist revolution. When the bourgeoisie
begins to further deepen its-attacks onthe
working class the old social relationships -
based on compromise between the classes
break up, Jeading to direct political con- -
frontation. This is the kind of battle the
Haitian working class is entering into
without any pohtlcal leadershxp :
But what is different today is that we
are not simply entering a revolutionary
period; we are also dealing with a new
_working class. As a result of the “‘indus-. .
irialization,” the phenomenon common to .
all backward countries and Haiti-in par-
ticular js the existence of a large petty

- bourgeoisie, mostly intellectuals and

small stare owners, playing no role what-

. soever in production. This itself is the con--- &

sequence of the still pre-capitalist pro-.

duction relations. This section of society is :
. 3§ much oppressed and torn apart by the

crisis’ as the lower classes. Having no
stake in the system and being unable to
exploit its own inherent potentials, it is re~

duced fo the level of the ‘‘common .

people.”’ Driven down by the crisis, they

are forced to accept jobs which undernor--
mal conditions they would not do. It ispre-
cisely out of this “declassed’ middle class:

that the most reactionary elements arere-

cruited to the new secret police and the |
Leopards. But nevertheless, based on the

objective material conditions and given .-
the proper leadership, a whole section of

the more conscious elements ean be
- bronght into the revolutionary struggle.

On the other hand, the masses of the ex- -
propriated small peasants forcefully

Yemoved from their lands, come swar-

ming down into the city in search of em- g
ployment. As this process continues to go-
oh, the centralized city begins to takeona
different reality. Now, side by side people - -
of different backgrounds coexist, facing- -
the same problems, The anarcmstm social
relations and the super-exploitation of all:
human labor in the most cynieal way by

the exportation of capital by foreign

pirates is the guiding thread behind the;
changes in the working class. . i
Declassed petty bourgeois, peasants,
(vaw in their culture and their ability), .
and proletarians alike are found working .

together of the production ‘lines,.com-
peting outside for the same job and ex-
ploited by the same master, This new
working class, not having been trainedand
. disciplined by years of economic struggles

through the unions, accounts for the un- -
easiness of class relations and the con- -
flicts constantly erupting. The continuous:

capitalist changes brought the beginning -
of a change in the consciousness of the
‘proletariat which was necessary for the
eruption of the coming socialist-re--
“wolution. The working elass, crushed by
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- years of defeats and overwhelmed by the

power of the state, had lost its political
confidence. But with the growing de-
velopment of industrial life, the workers
are now-able to consolidate their ranks,
regenerate their forces and gain the seif-
confidence enabling them to continue the
struggle.

The old procedure which consisted of
withholding the pay checks of state em-

ployees for periods extending from six to '

eight months, leaving the workers no
other choice than starvation, is in the pro-
cess of copiing to an end. This policy has
been used, ever since F. Duvalier, to
fatten the wallet of the family and his
henchmen. But under Baby Doc all the
weaknesses have been exposed through his
so-called liberalization program. As the
working class begins to understand the in-
stability of the regime, through the many
factional disputes on top, they are going on
the offensive by putting together what-
ever forces are available for the tasks
ahead. This is the real meaning of the
strike struggles unleashed since the early
days of Jean Claude's rule.

More significant is the nature of the:

strikes which were in direct conflict with
‘the state. And particularly important are
those workers who went out on strike.

‘The first in the series of strikes involved
. the transportation workers, mainly the

Tap-Tap drivers, who stopped working and
brought "a halt to the transportation
system from Port-Au-Prince to the many
areas on its outskirts. This was organized
against new governmental rulings on traf-
fic and pick-up aimed at wiping out the

“‘camionettes’” business so that the mono- -

poly of busing could be given to govern-
ment people. In a spontaneous manner, all
the drivers went out and demonstrated

.~around the national palace demanding an
. end to the new working regulations. The
. “liberal”’ president answered the peace-

ful' demonstration in the most barbaric
way. The police were-ordered -in with

sticks and rifle butts to break up the
pickets ‘and several died. However, the

strike did not end there. The drivers were
ordered back to work and threatened with

.. arrests and summary execution. They did

go back to work, but picked up neither pas-
sengers ror merchandise for a week. With
further threats and warnings, they re-
sumed normal work “with the officious
guarantee ‘of protection and the removal
of the Totten laws. This was the first vic-

‘tory: of the working class over the des-

picable dictatorship of the Duvaliers after
14'years. S

-~ This show of force and class solidarity A
on the drivers’ part sent, within weeks, the

electrical workers at the Peligre plant

~out. These workers had not received their
" pay checks for over a period of six months

while continuously - working under dan-

_-..gerous ‘conditions and speed-up. Their’

salary, which was withheld by Duvalier,
“had-to -be battled for. Without organized

.~ ‘leadership, they went out-in mass and de-
. monstrated at the office of the Labor -

Minisiry demanding immediate payment.
But once again, through the iron heels of

L the state, the demonstration was vio-

- lently broken up and demonstrators jailed. -

TSR

But, . these - vicious attacks on the

b working class by the government could not

stop’ the momentum of the workers
struggles; In. fact, the attacks gave the

. working class even more impetus as the

ranks' of the strikers began to acquire
greater - consciousness -of “their “actual

strength in unity. They received the sup--

port. of ‘the rest of the people who were

" amazed by their bold decisiveness. Be-

trayed ‘by. the lack of an organized lead-
ership which could carry out the fight to
an end, through the mobilization of the en-

tire working mass as, part of a planned

strategy against the government,. they
were foreed back to work with-the usual
promise of satisfaction. They did not make
any immediate material gains, but their
ranks - were- further consolidated as a
result -of the common experience in
struggle with the common enemy,
These victories and defeats could not
stop- the forward movement of the class.

The lessons of these past experiences
- were drawn by other sections: of the pro-
* letariat. What appeared on the surface, at

- least, to be a narrow economic struggle is

- forces in time of deep crisis.. - -

only the reflection of growing class an-
tagonisms in preparation for deéper social
and political upheavals resulting from the
irrecoricileable - conflict” between class
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The nurses, who also had not been paid
for over four months, walked out of their
jobs in defiance of the government. The
level of this strike was much higher than
that of the preceding ones. The past ex-
periences were incorporated in a new
way. The weaknesses of the past had
somewhat been negated in the sense that,
as a precondition to returning to work,
“all the money had to be in,”’ as one of the
nurses stated. They maintained that posi-
tion from the beginning and held it to the
end. The explosive situation created by the
previous actions of the government, and
the show of support to that strike even
among the hospital patients, posed the al-
ternative of open rebellion of the entire
working class against Duvalier’s already
unstable regime. A capitulation therefore

“was ‘his only alternative. All the ar-

rogance and the reactionary viciousness of

-the state and the bourgeoisie that it re-

presents came to naught before the power
of the united class in movement.

The lesson that must be drawn by all re-
volutionists is that Haiti has already
entered a new era of class struggle. The
possibilities, as well as the dangers of the

Madame and Jean-Claude

(“’Baby Doc’’) Duvalier carry on Papa Doc’s oppressive

Stalinist policy of'class collaboration, as
expressed by the PUCH and its main theo-
retician, Jean Luc. It also reveals the

" bankruptcy of the Maoists and the petty

bourgeois radicals of the MHAP and their
call for ‘‘action” and ‘‘anti-imperialist
struggle.” They have no concrete program
capable of really leading the masses of
Haitian workers into a fight against their
main enemy in the U.S. or in Haiti. Their
common agreement is with Stalinism, ata
time when Mao and his Russian counter-
parts are working with all the reactionary
forces of the capitalist world, including
Japanese and American imperialism, in
an effort to bail capitalism out of its most
fundamental crisis in its entire history.

Their subservience to the bureaucratic

rule of Russian and Chinese-ruling cliques
is directed precisely against Trotskyism.

It is precisely the need to falsify their
treacherous past, both nationally and in-
ternationally, that keeps the  Stalinists
silent about the catastrophe of the 1968 ad-
venture.on the one hand and the struggles
of the left opposition led by Trotsky up to

the creation of the Fourth Internationalin

the days of Stalin himself. Because that

regime to defend capitalism against workers and peasants of Haiti.

complete destruction of the new genera-
tion of workers, are sharpened both by the
depth of international crisis of the capi-
talist system and the upsurge of the world
working class. The decision of Nixon and
American imperialism to launch an inter-
national trade ‘war against. the major

European' capitalists, and to step up its -
_.super-exploitation ‘of the colonial  and

semi-colonial countries, poses the ques-
tion of the working class taking political
power. In their drive toward putting value

back in their respective currencies after ..
the collapse of the Bretton Woods agree-
~ mentand by the dictates of American im-

perialism, - the international capitalist
class will stop-at nothing. -

In this period, a revolutionary leader-
ship, rooted in the history of the Bol-
shevik  tradition and armed with the
method of Marxism, must be built. That
leadership must" conduct a conscious
struggle against the betrayals of the Sta-
linists and the revisionists for. the de-
velopment ' of - dialectical materialism
which is indispensable for the struggle of
the proletariat against the bourgeoisie and
its ‘methods of thought. . §

The spontaneous rise of the Haitian
working class in a bitter struggle for their
very survival after 14 years of iron. dic-
tatorship, and the destruction of its par-
ties and its traditional union or-

ganizations, shows the bankruptcy of the .

history is closely bound with the crimes
and betrayals of Stalinism from the birth
of Haitian' communism, every effort is
made to vilify the revolutionary tra-
ditions of the Haitian working class. At a
time when the working class is beginning
their offensive, in spite of the lack of or-
ganized leadership, the existence and
treachery of Stalinism and its parties
becomes the greatest source of danger
within the ranks of the proletariat itself.

What is being proposed among the
Maoist and Stalinist radical circles is the
bankrupt guerrilla tactics of middle class
adventurism in order to avoid the pain-
staking work of building a revolutionary
party in a struggle against the very spon-
taneity in the consciousness of the working
class. :

A struggle for Trotskyism against Sta-
linism is-essential in Haiti. For the Sta-
linists, despite their noisy accusations of
the right-wing ' nationalist and liberal

movement abroad, remain powerless in -

terms of a real revolutionary alternative.
By not exposing the class nature of these
various . groups, and showing the his-
torical role that nationalism and ra-
dicalism play, can only mean that the
ground is being laid for coalition govern-
ment with .all the reactionary bourgeois
forces in the event of the outbreak of the
socialist revolution. That has been the
past policy of Stalinism everywhere inthe
world, .in Viet Nam, the Middle East and
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Latin Ameiica.

This danger is greatly reinforced by the
fact that the material conditions of the
colonial working class make it possible for
the development of ‘‘left-wing” generals

and dissident circles within the present

regimes, who demagogically channel the
revolutionary fervor of the working class
into the dead end of reformism. Re-

‘formism, in a revolutionary period, will

lead to the conscious betrayal of the
working class for bourgeois dictatorship,

" which will mean fascism today. In order

to understand this, the lessons of the Boli-
vian defeat are of tremendous im-
portance to a revolutionary Marxist. The
French Organization Communiste In-
ternational (OCI) and the Bolivian POR,
because they abandoned the ideological
struggle for Marxism and dialectical
materialism, were compelled by the logic
of the class struggle to capitulate to the
Stalinist forces and to ally themselves to

- the left wing of the bourgeois military"

clique around Torres. They were para-
lyzed in the face of the Bonapartist over-
throw of the Popular Assembly and the na-

- tionalist government.

Trotskyism and Stalinism-stand not as
abstract categories in the realm of
thought, but. as antagonistic class
forces—revolution and counterrevolution.
This is the fundamental question that all
petty bourgeois centrist formations are
trying to avoid. But the uncompromisable
conflict of alien classes in bourgeois socie-
ty, and their ideological expressions, does
not allow the lengthy existence of middle
of the road politics. By its inherent dia-
lectic, as a reflection of the material in-
terests of social classes, these various for-
mations will be broken up and trans-
formed into their own negation.

The question of nationalism and inter-
nationalism, bourgeois democracy and
proletarian dictatorship, is what is con-
fronting the development of the new
leadership on Haitian soil. The basic
problem that must be understood by the
new generation of revolutionaries is the
international nature of capitalism and the
role of the Haitian movement in the con-
struction of the revolutionary In-
ternational. However, the many years of
dictatorship and the right-wing control of
public press have built a wall between
Haiti and the outside world. The complete
isolation of the struggle of the local re-
volutionaries from the international de-
velopments and from the ideological
battles means that the battle to build the
revolutionary party is most sharply posed
outside of Haiti, where the differences are
clearly and openly fought out.

It is necessary to develop Marxist
cadres in-the Haitian community in every
country, and in the U.S. in particular, be-
cause of the tight grip and the direct inter-
vention of American imperialism in the in-
ternal affairs of Haiti. It is through the
break-up of the artificial barrier imposed
on the international working class by the
capitalists, through the use of racism and
patriotism, that the interests of the Hai-
tian workers can be taken forward.

The ‘only way Haitian revelutionaries
can play a role and succeed in the re-
volutionary overthrow of the Duvalier
regime is as part of an international move-
ment. It is-as part of the International
Committee of the Fourth International,
which has conducted a principled fight -
against the reactionary theory of the two-
stage revolution and socialism in one
country, that the socialist revolution will
be determined. The policy of the per-
manent revolution takes on real meaning
as the Stalinists fall into deep crisis by the
movement of the working class. It is pre-
cisely in these instances that they will try
to use the backward sentiment of the
working class {o tie it to the capitalist
class in quest of their policy for peaceful
coexistence. The alternative of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat for the de-
velopment of the productive forces in
backward countries like Haiti remains the
immediate task of Haitian re-
volutionaries;

The struggle for the labor party in the
U.8. to break the American working class
from the two capitalist parties is closely
bound with the creation of the Haitian see- .
tion of the International Committee..It is
as internationalists, not as radical na-
tionalists, that the new generation of
workers and youth will lead the working
class toward the accomplishment of its
historic mission. . Ll
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The Assassination of Trots-
ky, directed by Joseph Losey,
opened last week at the Coro-
net Theatre in New York. Itisa
vile and deceitful film, a full-
blown apologia for Stalin’s
greatest crime. As we wrote in
our review of the film last
month, it should be titled
Trotsky’s ‘‘Second Assassina-
tion.”

Predictably, the movie critics of
New York have given Losey’s distor-
tion of history high ratings. Not one
critic has questioned the factual inac-
curacies, misrepresentations, and
slanders. They are quite satisfied to

see the Fourth International dismiss- -

ed as the idle creation of a tired old
man.

Losey’s attempt to dismiss Trotsky's
final years—actually the most important
in his life—as futile, and at the same time
give the impression that the murder was
the act of a psychopath rather than a dedi-
cated Stalinist actually feeds ideas to the
reviewers.

Picking up the threads left by Losey,
Archer Winsten of the New York Post
states that the murder was ‘‘quite simple,
disarmingly so.” Winsten can get away
with this because Losey deliberately
covers up for the intensive preparations
made by the Soviet GPU for this murder
(an entire section was set up under Beria
to organize the crime), the Mexican CP,
and the American CP.

Winsten then adds: *‘Anyway, it's all
history now and...Admirable as Trotsky
may have been in his total dedication fo
World Revolution and Down With Stalin,
he is not an American hero except to
Trotskyites.”

This is precisely the conclusion that
Losey wants workers and youth coming
into the socialist movement to draw.

In England, where Losey’s film opened
up several months ago, the Trotskyist
Socialist Labour League has led a cam-
paign to expose The Assassination of
Trotsky. On the day of its premier, Losey
fled the theatre rather than face the ques-
tions posed by the SLL and British Young
Socialists. However, he finally agreed to
discuss the film with director Roy
Battersby, who wrote the Bulletin review,
on British television.

ESCAPE

Monday's discussion between Losey and
Battersby on ‘‘Film '72” showed Losey as
determined as possible to escape all the
political implications of his material.

Losey pleaded that the exigencies of
film finance and distribution compelled
him to concentrate on Trotsky’s death as
the central fact of his life; and that the
requirements of this limited perspective
obliged him to concentrate on *‘the fadts
that were known at the time.”

The “‘uncertainty” of these facts, ac-
cording to Losey, forced him to deal with

. the victim and the assassination as two
complementary halves of a fatal dualism

in human nature.

Finally, Losey claimed that the justi-
fication for the film was that if filled the
gap in the almost “‘universal ignorance”
about Trotsky and that if it hadn’t been
made “we wouldn’t be here talking about
lt 3

The function of film—makmg is not, of
course, to provide a subject for eriticism.

But the function of criticism in this in-
stance is to ruthlessly expose Losey’s half-
baked apologias of necessity, the falsity of
his selections of the facts and the use of
these “facts” as a skeleton for a crude es-

" say in psychologism.

To ignore the political lessons of Trot-
sky’s life, his fight for the building of
the Fourth International is, willingly or
unwillingly, to contribute to the catalogue
of lies which Trotsky spent his life expos-
ing.

That, of course, is a continuing strug-
gle.

Losey’s film tnes to bring down the cur-
tain on Trotsky. but—despite the ‘‘uni-

- versal ignorance” which Losey treats as

simple ignorance—hundreds of thousands
of workers and youth are now setting out

to lift that curtain and neither this nor any ‘
- other assassination can preventit. =

James Elton

Film

An Apology
For Stalinism

#

Top: Trotsky dies from Stalinist assassm’s ‘blow. Above, film director Roy Baftersby (ioreground) criticizes. Joseph

l.osey's d|rechon on Brifish TV program. Right, Trotsky’s ?omb in Mexico.

Bob Michaelso
Fll l S n

THE EMIGRANTS. Starring
Max von Sydow and Liv Ull-
mann. Swedish language with
English subtitles.

The Emigrants had been bill-
ed in various newspaper adver—
tisements as an ‘‘epic.”’
Regardless of how much the
capitalist press themselves
enjoyed it, The Emigrants is a
fine film.

It concentrates on an aspect of the
immigration of people info the United

. States which is often mentioned, but

not really gone into—that is, the con-

ditions in Europe which caused the -

mass immjgrations in the first place.

The film centers on Swedish peasants,
but the conditions can be generalized for
other European countries as well.

The opening scene follows the back-
breaking activity of an old Swedish pea-
sant as he works clearing his land. His
fields are poor, strewn with rocks and
boulders. The first impression one gets is
of the tremendous human effort involved
in simply ekking out an existence as &
small farmer in Sweden, This inipression

acquires -more ‘force when, later, the

primitive farmmg techniques they use are

shown—plowing the fields with an ox,
sowing with sticks, and separating the
grain from the chaff by throwing the
wheat up and down in a blanket.
Karl-Oskar, the farmer’s elder som,
takes over the farm. But, as the film

progresses, drought and poor harvesis

drive the family to the point of destity-
tion. The younger brother, Robert, is sent
off to¢ontract himself out to a larger land-
owner.

Through Robert’s experiences, we see
the qppressive conditions of a semi-

feudal Sweden. The foreman introduced

himself to Robert by cuffing the youth
across the ears. Robert and another con-
tracted farmhand, Arvid, live in a small
room and are given meager meals. The
work is hard and long with little pay.

When Robert runs away—back to his
farm—the sheriff chases after him
because he has not yet given his contract-
ed year of labor. The same sheriff heads a
deputation to hreak up a religious service
being ministered by an “unauthonzed"
rebel priest.

The extent of the desperation of these
peasants is most sharply brought out when
Robert, before fleeing from the land-
owner, tells Arvid of his plans to emigrate

“to America. He has a brochure which he

reads aloud. At one point, the brochnre
excuses slavery in the U.S. by stating that
slaves do not have it so bad——-three square
meals a day and security.

- Arvid unmedxately says: “I'm going to

* Fleeing From
Oppression

become a slave in America.” Robert y
thinks for a minute and says that you have

to have black skin to be a slave. Arv1d iss.

disheartened. -
Karl-Oskar, his family, Robert Arwd

and the rebel priest and his small flock .

emigrate to America. When they arrive

"and wind their way to Minnesota, they lose

many of their illusions about America.-
But they get their land—virgin land in
Mimnesota. It is the dream of every small :
peasant :

This is where The Emigrants’ strength:
becomes its weakness. ‘

The film concentrates on the lives of a
few Swedish emigrants, The bardship that
was their life in Sweden was common to
peasants and workers alike in Europe in
the 1840s. ‘

But only a small handful of the mxlhons ‘
of people who fled to America ever got:
their small farm: Karl-Oskar was one of
these lucky few. The ending of the film -
leaves the viewer with the illusion that
this was the rule rather than the excep--
tion.

The kind of brochures that Robert read
were sent by the milliops into Europe by
Arperican capitalists who needed cheap ;
iahor for their factories.

The vast majority of emigranis to
Amemea ended up not ona Midwest farm

but in an East Coast sweatshcp,"jn the .. .‘

hovels and slums. that grew up in all =
Eastern cities as the U.S. developed mto .
an mdusmal power, L
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~ BY ED SMITH
Premier Chou En-lai, in an extraordinary session over the week-
end of October 7-8 with 22 members of the American Society of
Newspaper Editors, revealed the official Maoist explanation of the
disappearance of Lin Piao, former Defense Minister and Vice

Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party.

According to Chou, Lin was ill-at-
ease about his place as Chairman
Mao’s successor and became involy-

~ed in a plot to assassinate Mao and
thus assure his succession. When Lin
mistakenly came to the conclusion
~that his plot had been discovered, he
fled to Russia on a commandeered
plane, which crashed in an emer-
gency landing in Mongolia, killing Lin
and his companions.

There are a number of indications of the
untenability of this tale, which places the
liquidation of Lin in the realm of person-
ality conflicts-and the lust for power of

individuals: Rather, the fate of Lin Piao.

must be seen as completely bound up with
the extreme right-wing turn of the policies
of the Chinese Stalinist bureaucracy after
the end of the Ciltural Revolution of the
mid-sixties, and particularly since the
welcome given-to President Nixon on his
Peking visit at the beginning of this year.

COUNTERREVOLUTION .
It was this open support to counter-
revolution which dominated Chou's talk
with this reactionary bunch of imperialist
propagandists.  The Chinese Premier
made it clear that, as far as the Chinese

Stalinists are concerned, the main danger

~to be faced is not American imperialism,
which is currently attempting to crush
China’s Vietnamese neighbors by geno-
cidal- bombing, but rather the Maoists’
fellow-Stalinist bureaucrats in the Soviet
Union. »

- “According to one of the editors, John
Hughes of the Christian Science Monitor:
“Premier Chou expressed .cordiality
toward' the United States. His jabs were
reserved for the Soviet Union, whose
leaders and policies were the subject of
several scathing criticisms. This accords

- with diplomatic and other expert analyses.

that the Soviet Union has now become

China’s enemy No. 1.”
Hughes added that he saw numerous air
- raid shelters: under construction in
-+ Peking, in anticipation of raids not by
- Nixon’s Air Force, but by the Russians.

" “Chou also presented. his plan. for the
reintegration of Taiwan with the main: .

land. He offered the prospect that

* . Taiwan’s capitalist economy need not be

disturbed by such a reunification. He
~-noted that capitalists had continued to
operate for nearly 20 yeaxs in China after

. the revolution, adding, ‘“‘Maybe there are
~even more steps in this gradual transition -

(of Taiwan), but I am not able to say more

= ‘I’IO‘W.”

_These comments by, Chou must be con-
sidered  together with the massive purge

- of the left wing that has taken place in -

-China since the beginning of last year.
For years the nerve center-of .the
Chinese leadership was the five-member-

Standing Committee of the Communist -

- Party Politburo. Only Chou and Mao TFse-
tung remain of the five members. Lin
Piao, Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng—the
latter two accused of a plot to get rid of
Chou and keep Mao as a figurehead—have

~ been purged. It is known that Lin, Chen,

and Kang opposed the new. orientation '

 towards the United States begun last year.
In“addition, 11 members—a
majority—of the 21 member CP Political

- Committee have disappeared. The Central

- Committee and ministerial positions have

 been decimated. There has been a contin-
uing campaign against the so-called “516

- Group”—referring ta leftists still basing

themselves on the struggles of the

. Cultural " Revolution period. The “516”
refers to May ‘16, 1966, when Mao offi-

© cially launched the Cultural Revolution.

S uNPao
- Lin Piao entered the Chinese Commun-

ist movement as a cadet in the famous
Whampoa military academy run by the -
Chinese CP and Chiang Kai-shek's"

-Kuomintang nationalists in'the mid-twen-

" _ties; at a time when these two parties -
- were in an alliance under the gnidance of
~'the Stalin faction of the Soviet CP. - :

.. When, as the Trotskyist Left Opposition
predicted, this alliance was disastrously

broken up in 1927 by the great massacres
of the Communists and workers by the
Nationalists, Lin led a military column
that attempted to counterattack against
the Nationalist forces.

Lin began his rise in the CCP hierarchy
on the famous Long March of the Com-
munist forces to elude Chiang Kai-shek’s
armies in the early 1930s. He made a study
of military technique.

It was his innovations in the field of
guerrilla warfare that helped the CCP
forces to finally escape from the clutches
of Chiang. During this period, he also took
the responsibility for the political educa-
tion of the CCP. . :

Following the dissolution of the Japan-

ese occupying forces in China at the end of

World War Two, the Chinese Stalinists
were pushed into a war to the finish with

Stalin, who attempted to maintain the

~'Chiang regime, -

But despite everything Stalin could do,

the CCP was faced with the choice of-

settling accounts with Chiang or extine-
tion at the hands of Chiang and imper-
ialism. At this point of an empirical break

- with Stalin’s policies, Lin gave the order
for the “country-wide advance’’ on April
21, 1949, that in a matter of months swept
-away Chiang’s demoralized armies and

" led the CCP to victory. :

Immediately afterward, Lin was made

- responsible for the military district imme-
diately bordering Korea. During the

Korean War, Lin was credited with organ-
izing the resistance to the invasion of the
U.8: and its United Nations puppets that

‘enabled the imperialists to be: thrown

back: g

_ During all this time, Lin maintained his

reputation as a man who generally kept

himself out of political controversy except:
to maintain himself as a close follower of -
‘Mao Tse-tung. This situation changed

after the beginning of the Cultural Revolu-

Ctiony e _ L
When Mao Tse-turig launched the strug-

gle against the “capitalist road” right-
wing section of the bureaucracy repre-
sented by Liu Shao-chi, masses of youth
were mobilized'in the Red Guard move-

“ment that began ‘to grow into a fight

against the bureaucracy itself. The Red

" Guards were urged by the Mao faction to
“seize power” and the People’s Libéra-

tion- Army, which Lin commanded, was

told to “‘support the left.”

Eventually even Maoc began to grow
alarmed at the course .of the Cultural
Revolution and the Red Guard move-
ment, which threatened to turn into a fun-
damental movement against the entire
bureaucracy. At the command of Mao, Lin
organized the PLA to help suppress the
extreme left of the Red Guards.

Millions of youth were sent into the
remote countryside in‘order somehow to
stabilize the situation. The PLA assumed
an extraordinary place in the administra-
tion of China.

The Ninth Congress of the CCP adopted
a new constitution on April 14, 1969, that
contains the following passage in its ninth
paragraph: ‘‘Comrade Lin Piao has con-
sistently held high the great banner of Mao
Tse-tung’s thought, and has most loyally
and resolutely carried out and defended
Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s proletarian revo-
lutionary line. Comrade Lin Piao is
Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s close comrade-
in-arms and successor.”

In Lin Piao’s report to the Congress, the
revisionism of the Liu Shao-chi trend was
denounced and the supremacy of “Mao

New light on the
purge of Lin Piao

Lin Piao (left) fully supported Mao Tse-tung (right) before his disagreement with Mao’s
_right-wing\ turn toward U.S. imperialism led to Lin’s untimely death.

Chiang Kai-shek, despite the dictates of °

Tse-tung thbught” was upheld. Speaking
on international mabtte'rs, Lin stated: .
‘““The revolutionary struggles of the

- proletariat and the oppressed peoples and

nations of the world always support each
other,” pledging support for armed strug-
gles in the colonial countries against im-
perialismi.  Referring to the “heartlands”
of imperialism, the U.S., Japan and
Western' Europe, Lin stated ‘‘an unpre-
cedentedly gigantic revolutionary mass
movement has broken out.” '

* COLLABORATION
When the Chinese leadership began the

bureaucracy’s turn to close collaboration,

with U.8, imperialism, supplemented with
entry into the United Nations, support for
Pakistan’s genocidal war against Bangla-
desh and aid to the brutal crushing of the

‘rising of Maoist youth by the government

of Ceylon, it had necessarily to create a
crisis within the bureaucracy.

Mer like Lin had been loyal servitors of
Maoism and its line, the line of Stalinism,

- since its beginnings. But at the same time,
‘his whole history, a history of struggle

against imperialism, made him an
obstacle in the way of the new reaction-
ary turn. The man who spoke of “‘unpre-
cedented gigantic revolutionary mass
movements” breaking out in the United
States was obviously not a suitable tea-
drinking partner for Richard Nixon!

In 1967, Chen Po-ta, member of the

Standing .Committee of the Politburo of
. the.CCP; who rested on the extreme Jeft of .

tion, put forward the demand for a return

to a workers’ state on the pattern of the
Paris Commune, with elections based on
the Commune model.

Chen Po-ta’s proposal was the end of the
road for the old Maoism. If it had actually
been put into effect, the Cultural Revolu-
tion would have rapidly moved to a poli-
tical revolution that would have brought
the downfall of all sections of the bureau-
cracy.

Several years later, the old conditions
no longer applied. Having defeated the
outright restorationist tendencies, the
CCP likewise focused attention on curbing
the “‘excesses’ of the extreme left. Chen
Po-ta disappeared in early 1971. Once
again the slogan of ‘“‘stability,” of rap-
prochment with imperialism, comes on
the order of the day. Once more Chou En-
lai comes forth as he did in the past, as the
spokesman of ‘‘reason’’ against ‘‘excess.”
China once more becomes “‘civilized” and
sits down to sup with the imperialists.

In this new scheme of things, there was
no room for the Lin Piaos, the old fighters
of the Red Army who had learned well
enough empirically in the battles against
Chiang, the Japanese, in Korea and Viet-
nam that China’s No. 1 enemy was not the
Soviet Union, with all its betrayals, but
imperialism—above all American imper-
ialism.

'DEPOSED

It is clear that after Sept. 14-15 of last
year, Lin Piao had been deposed. It is
quite likely that the bureaucracy’s story of
death met on an attempted flight to
Moscow is merely a cover for Lin's liqui-
dation.

Chou’s story has many holes in it. Several
reports on the Mongolian air crash that
supposedly killed Lin stated that the
bodies were charred beyond recognition
and in any case were too young to be Lin

and his wife as reported. Chinese offi- -

cials, who went to Mongolia to investigate
the crash, made no attempt to return the
bodies to China, as would seem likely if
they were Lin’s and his wife’s.

Above all, Chou En-lai provides no
credible -explanation as to why Lin was
“uneasy in his mind"’ as to his succession
to Mao when that succession was written
into the Constitution of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. If he was in fact uneasy,
what were the reasons for this un-
easiness? ' ‘

The Maoist bureaucracy’s latest turn
means above all that the old Maoism of
“building socialism (and the Chinese bu-
reaucracy) in a single’ country” through
“revolutionary’ talk, people’s war, guer-
rillaism and ultraleftism is dead. Even
in the 1960s; these policies never broke
from “socialism in one country” and
collaboration with the bourgeoisie, lead-
ing to massive defeats. Now even this
“revolutionary” cover must go.

Now these policies expose the Chinese
workers and peasants to the greatest
dangers in a period when capitalism’s
deepest economic crisis can only be solved
by taking back, destroying, all the gains
made by the workers’ states, including

- China, since the Russian and Chinese

Revolutions.

In this sense, the suppression of the
Cultural Revolution and the decimation of
the left marks this as the Chinese bureau-
cracy’s own version of the purges and
Moseow Trials of the 1930s that prepared
the Russian Stalinists for intimate colla-
boration with both Anglo-American and
Nazi imperialism and opened the way for
World War Two.

In the past decade, hundreds of
thousands of workers and peasants have
paid for their lives with the confusion
engendered in the socialist movement by
Maoism—the fraud of “left” Stalinism.

- The temporary, relative coalition of

forces, that gave a “left” face to Maoism,
has collapsed and is replaced by a regime
of open betrayal. )
Furthermore, the ability of Maoism to
deceive workers and youth is declining,
based on the fact that is impossible {o
fight the betrayals of the policy of social-
ism in one country—the essence of Stalin-
ism—by counterposing more Stalinism.
What the life and death of Lin Piao

teaches is that the workers and youth have

no alternative but Trotskyism, the only
weapon that can settle accounts with the

~bosses who are attacking the working
1 e exireme left of . . class from without, and their agents, the
the Red Guards and the Culfural Revolu- '

Stalinists and revisionists, who are
betraying it from within.

sy
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Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party.

‘According to Chou, Lin was ill-at-
ease abont his place as Chairman
Mao’s successor and became involv-

-ed in a plot to assassinate Mao and

thus assure his succession. When Lin
mistakenly came to the conclusion
that his plot had been discovered, he
fled to Russia on a commandeered
plane, which crashed in an emer-
gency landing in Mongolia, killing Lin
and his companions.

There are a number of indications of the

- untenability of this tale, which places the

liquidation of Lin in the realm of person-
ality conflicts -and the lust for power of
individuals. Rather, the fate of Lin Piao
must be seen as completely bound up with
the extreme right-wing turn of the policies
of the Chinese Stalinist bureaucracy after
the end of the Cultural Revolution of the
mid-sixties, and particularly since the
welcome given-to President Nixon on his

o Peking visit at the-beginning of this year.

COUNTERREVOLUTION .

It was this open support to counter-
revolution which dominated Chou's talk
with this reactionary bunch of imperialist
propagandists. The Chinese Premier
made it clear that, as far as the Chinese
Stalinists are concerned, the main danger
to be faced is not American imperialism,
which is currently attempting to crush
China’s Vietnamese neighbors by geno-
cidal bormbing, but rather the Maoists’

_fellow-Stalinist bureaucrats in the Soviet

Union. ,

According to one of the editors, John
Hughes of the Christian Science Monitor:
“Premier Chou expressed cordiality
toward the United States. His jabs were
reserved for the Soviet Union, whose
leaders and policies were the subject of
several scathing criticisms. This accords
‘with diplomatic and other expert analyses

..that the Soviet Union has now become

China’s enemy No. 1.”

Hughes added that he saw nemerous air .
- raid shelters- under . construction in
‘Peking, in anticipation of raids not by

Nixon’s Air Force, but by the Russians.

Chou also presented his plan for the .
* reintegration of Taiwan with the main- .

land. He offered the prospect that

_ Taiwan’s capitalist econonty need not be

disturbed by such a reunification. He
noted . that capitalists had continued to
operate for nearly 20 years in China after

- the revolution, adding, “Maybe there are

even more steps in this gradual transition
(of Taiwan), but I am not able to say more
now.”’ , : : -
These comments by Chon must be con-
sidered together with the massive purge
of the left wing that has taken place in

- China since the beginning of last year,

- For-years the nerve center of .the

-Chinese leadership was the five-member
Standing Committee of the Communist

Party Politburo. Only Chou and Mao Tse-
tung remain of the five members. Lin
Piao, Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng—the
latter two accused of a plot to get rid of
Chou and keep Mo as a figarehead~have

been purged. It is known that Lin, Chen,
and Kang opposed the new orientation
- towards the United States begun last year.

In ' addition, 1! members—a

" majority—of the 21 member CP Political

Committee have disappeared. The Central
Committee and ministerial positions have

- been decimated. There has been a contin-

uing campaign against the so-called 516
Group”~referring to. leftists still basing
' - reputation as a man who generally kept

themselves on the siruggles of the
Cultural Revolution period, The ‘516"

" refers fo May 16, 1966, when Mao offi-

cially launched the Cultural Revolution.

AT LIN PIAO ‘ .
Lin Piao entered thé Chinese Cornmun-

ist movement as a cadet in the famous -

Whampoa military academy run by the
Chinese CP and Chiang Kai-shek’s
Kuomintang nationalists in the mid-twen-
ties, ‘at ‘a time when these two parties

were in an alliance under the guidance of

the Stalin faction of the: Soviet CP.
When, as the Trotskyist Left Opposition
predicted, this alliance was disastrously

broken up in 1927 by the great massacres
of the Communists and workers by the
Nationalists, Lin led a military column
that attempted to counterattack against
the Nationalist forces.

Lin began his rise in the CCP hierarchy
on the famous Long March of the Com-
munist forces to elude Chiang Kai-shek’s

armies in the early 1930s. He made a study

of military technique.

It was his innovations in the field of
guerrilla warfare that helped the CCP
forces to finally escape from the clutches
of Chiang. During this period, he also took
the responsibility for the political educa-
tion of the CCP. .

Following the dissolution of the Japan-
ese occupying forces in China at the end of
World War Two, the Chinese Stalinists

" were pushed into a war to the finish with

‘right-wingy turn toward U.S, imperialism

Chiang Kai-shek, despite the dictates of

Stalin, who attempted to maintain the

. Chiang regime.

But despite everything Stalin could do,
the CCP was faced with the choice of
settling accounts with Chiang or extinc-
tion at the hands of Chiang and imper-
ialism. At this point of an empirical break
with Stalin’s policies, Lin gave the order

for the ‘““country-wide advance’’ on April *

21, 1949, that in a matter of months swept
away Chiang’s demoralized armies and
led the CCP to victory.

Immediately afterward, Lin was made
responsible for the military district imme-
diately bordering Korea. During the
Korean War, Lin was credited with organ-
izing the resistance to the invasion of the
U.S. and its United Nations puppets that

enabled the imperialists to be thrown -

back. v .
During all this time, Lin maintained his

himself out of political controversy except
to maintain himself as a close follower of

*Mao Tse-tung. This situation changed

- after the beginning of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, ‘ o - ‘
When Mao Tse-tung launched the strug-
gle against the “capitalist road” right-
wing section of the bureaucracy repre-
sented by Liu Shao-chi, masses of youth
.were mobilized in the Red Guard move-
‘ment. that began to grow into a fight
against the bureauncracy itself. The Red

- Guards were urged by the Mao faction to
“seize power™ and the People’s Libéra:

tion- Army, which Lin commanded, was

Lin Piao (left) fully supported Mao Tse-tun

told to “‘support the left.”

Eventually even Mao began to grow
alarmed at the course of the Cultural
Revolution and the Red Guard move-
ment, which threatened to turn into a fun-
damental movement against the entire
bureaucracy. At the command of Mao, Lin
organized the PLA to help suppress the
extreme left of the Red Guards.

Millions of youth were sent into the
remote countryside in‘order somehow to
stabilize the situation. The PLA assumed
an extraordinary place in the administra-
tion of China.

The Ninth Congress of the CCP adopted
a new constitution on April 14, 1969, that
contains the following passage in its ninth
paragraph: ‘“‘Comrade Lin Piao has con-
sistently held high the great banner of Mao
Tse-tung’s thought, and has most loyally
and resolutely carried out and defended
Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s proletarian revo-
lutionary line. Comrade Lin Piao is
Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s close comrade-
in-arms and successor.”

In Lin Piao’s report to the Congress, the
revisionism of the Liu Shao-chi trend was
denounced and the supremacy of “Mao

New light on the
purge of Lin Piao

g (right) before his disagreement with Mao‘s
led to Lin‘s untimely death. =~

Tse-tung thought’” was upheld. Speaking
on international matters, Lin stated:
“The revolutionary struggles of the
proletariat and the oppressed peoples and
nations of the world always support each
other,” pledging support for armed strug-
gles in the colonial countries against im-
perialism. Referring to the “heartlands”
of imperialism, the U.S., Japan and
Western Europe, Lin stated “‘an unpre-
cedentedly gigantic revolutionary mass
movement has broken out.” '

COLLABORATION .

When the Chinese leadership began the
bureaucracy’s turn to close collaboration
with U.8. imperialism, supplemented with
entry into the United Nations, support for
Pakistan’s genocidal war against Bangla-
desh and aid to the brutal crushing of the
rising of Maoist youth by the government
of Ceylon, it had necessarily to.create a
crisis within the bureaucracy.

Men like Lin had been loyal servitors of
Maoism and its line, the line of Stalinism,

since its beginnings. But at the same time,

his whole history, a history of struggle
against imperialism, made him .an

‘obstacle in the way of the new reaction-

ary turn. The man who spoke of “‘unpre-
cedented gigantic revolutionary mass
movements’” breaking out in the United

States was obviously not a suitable tea-

drinking partner for Richard Nixon!
In 1967, Chen Po-ta, member of the
Standing Committee of the Politburo of

- the CCP; who rested on the extreme left of .
the Red Guards and the Cultural Revolu-

tion, put forward the demand for a return

to a workers’ state on the pattern of the
Paris Commune, with elections based on
the Commune model.

Chen Po-ta’s proposal was the end of the
road for the old Maoism. If it had actually
been put into effect, the Cultural Revolu-
tion would have rapidly moved to a poli-
tical revolution that would have brought
the downfall of all sections of the bureau-
cracy.

Several years later, the old conditions
no longer applied. Having defeated the
outright restorationist tendencies, the
CCP likewise focused attention on curbing
the ‘‘excesses’ of the extreme left. Chen
Po-ta disappeared in early 1971. Once
again the slogan of ‘‘stability,” of rap-
prochment with imperialism, comes on
the order of the day. Once more Chou En-
lai comes forth as he did in the past, as the
spokesman of ‘‘reason’’ against “‘excess.”
China once more becomes “‘civilized”” and
sits down to sup with the imperialists.

In this new scheme of things, there was
no room for the Lin Piaos, the old fighters
of the Red Army who had learned well
enough empirically in the battles against
Chiang, the Japanese, in Korea and Viet-
nam that China’s No. 1 enemy was not the
Soviet Union, with all its betrayals, but
imperialism—above all American imper-
ialism.

'DEPOSED

It is clear that after Sept. 14-15 of last
year, Lin Piao had been deposed. It is
quite likely that the bureaucracy’s story of
death met on an attempted flight to
Moscow is merely a cover for Lin’s liqui-
dation.

Chou’s story has many holes in it. Several
reports on the Mongolian air crash that
supposedly killed Lin stated that the
bodies were charred beyond recognition
and in any case were too young to be Lin
and his wife as reported. Chinese offi- -
cials, who went to Mongolia to investigate
the crash, made no attempt to return the
bodies to China, as would seem likely if
they were Lin’s and his wife’s. :

Above all, Chou En-lai provides no
credible explanation as to why Lin was
“uneasy in his mind”’ as to his succession
to Mao when that succession was written
into the Constitution of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. If he was in fact uneasy,
what were the reasons for this un-
easiness? ‘

The Maoist bureaucracy’s latest turn
means above all that the old Maoism of
“building socialism (and the Chinese bu-
reaucracy) in a single country” through
“revolutionary” talk, people’s war, guer-
rillaism and ultraleftism is dead. Even
in the 1960s, these policies never broke
from ‘‘socialism in one country” and
collaberation with the hourgeoisie, lead-
ing to massive defeats. Now even this
“‘revolutionary” cover must go.

Now these policies expose the Chinese
workers and peasants to the greatest
dangers in a period when capitalism’s
deepest economic crisis can only be solved
by taking back, destroying, all the gains
made by the workers’ states, including
China, since the Russian and Chinese
Revolutions.

In this sense, the suppression of the
Cultural Revolution and the decimation of
the left marks this as the Chinese bureau-
cracy’s own version of the purges and
Moscow Trials of the 1930s that prepared
the Russian Stalinists for intimate colla-
boration with both Anglo-American and
Nazi imperialism and opened the way for
World War Two.

In the past decade, hundreds of
thousands of workers and peasants have
paid for their lives with the confusion
engendered in the socialist movement by
Maoism-—the fraud of ““left” Stalinism.
The temporary, relative coalition of
forces, that gave a ““left” face to Maoism,
has collapsed and is replaced by a regime
of open betrayal. .

Furthermore, the ability of Maoism to
deceive workers and youth is deelining,

_ based on the fact that is impossible to

fight the betrayals of the policy of social-
ism in one country—the essence of Stalin-
ism—by counterposing more Stalinism.
What the life and death of Lin Piao
teaches is that the workers and youth have
no alternative but Trotskyism, the only
weapon that can settle accounts with the

.bosses who are attacking the working
class from without, and their agents, the

Stalinists and revisionists, who are
betraying it from within.
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w0 and Hawallan cane

BY BRUCE McKAY | T
CLEWISTON, Fla.—The Florida sugar industry, which is now pre- l - , B
paring an all-out effort to crush the United Farm Workers, de- e :
veloped in the closest possible harmony with the employers’ state. : r—
market and keep raw sugar As the world capitalist system | I
Before 1961. United prices as high as possible. plunges into trade war and de-.
States Su g é r Cor- Major sugar producers are not pression, the capitalist govern- e

poration was the only
sugar company in the
Glades area around Lake
Okeechobee. Most of the
giant sugar mills here
were built in the three
year period following
Castro’s nationalization
of U.S. business in-
terests in Cuba.

While in 1956, only 30,000
acres of Florida soil were
planted for cane, today that
figure has grown to more than
180,000 acres, and over 800,000
tons of raw sugar are pro-
duced yearly from the six
million tons of cane har-
vested.

The eight Florida mills" are
among the largest and most
modern in the world, Glades
Sugar House—world’'s largest
tandem mill—set a phenomenal
record last season by grinding
11,740 tons of cane in a single 24
hour period.

The enormous expansion of the
Florida cane industry-between
1961 and 1964 illustrates both the
close ‘working relationship
between growers and the capi-
talist state and the govern-
ment’s role in enforcing the
cartel arrangement worked out
in Congress by the agents of the
competing sugar producers and
| uSsers. ,
~The Kennedy Administration,
for example, lifted acreage and
production quotas for mainland
‘sugarcane as a favor to the East-
ern refining and confectionary
lobby, allowing them f{o re-
-establish the convenient source
of raw sugar wiped out by
Castro's nationalizations.

And when Lyndon Johnson in
1964 reimposed quotas on Florida
sugar producers, he was reac-
ting to pressure from beet sugar

an-

at all interested in expanding
overall sugar production.
Rather, every effort is made to
restrict and control it, but there
is'a continuous struggle to re-
divide the market and the quotas
which have been established.

In an effort to prevent or at
least minimize the continual
crisis of overproduction charac-
teristic of the sugar industry un-
der capitalism, the International
Sugar Agreement was ham-
mered out among 34 sugar-pro-
ducing nations in 1958 under the
auspices of the United Nations
Sugar Conference.

In 1962-1963, the International
Sugar Council set up to regulate
the agreement was persuaded by
the Kennedy Administration fo
strip Cuba of its international
quota, reallocating it in part to
Florida producers.

The effect of the ISA has heen
to assure a steady rise in the
world price of raw sugar. Raw
sugar imported into the U.S.
reached seven cents per pound in
1970, while as late as 1965 it was
only two cents.

TRADE WAR

The ISA, however, like the
International Coffee Agreement,
will disintegrate into a vicious
trade war in the face of the inter-
national monetary crisis and
deepening recession. Like Nixon
and all sectors of American big
business, sugar growers are de-
manding that British sugar in-
terests in the West Indies and the
backward capitalist sugar-pro-
ducing nations bear the full
weight of the erisis.

Already, Florida and Louijs-

iana producers are lobbying for

the government to lift quotas for
mainland production, and the De-
partment of Agriculture was
forced to hold hearings on the

- question in New Orleans April 14.

No sugar is exported from the
U.S., and sugar imports account
for a sizeable portion of the
current balance of trade deficit.

n 1970, imports of Taw sngar
~amounted to $72¢ million

ment will readily accede to the

growers’ demands for a pro-
tectionist policy which will allow
them to rapidly expand domestic
production at the expense of
foreign producers.

This will mean not only more ”

massive unemployment in sugar
producing countries like Jamaica
but here as well, for expansion
would be accompanied by
ruthless rationalization and the
complete mechanization of cane
harvesting.

A tremendous crisis of over-
production would soon rear its
head among domestic producers
despite the best efforts of the
capitalist state to conirol the
situation, and the domestic sugar
industry will be swept into the

same cauldron of recession as all

other capitalist producers.

PRAGMATIC
Using the pragmatic method of
thinking of the growers, the
United Farm Workers leader-
ship is calling for a protectionist

-policy which would give the cane

cutting jobs currently held by
Jamaicans to unemployed
domestic workers, trading unem-
ployment here for more unem-
ployment in Jamaica.

This is not a policy which will
be able to fight the massive

unemployrnent planned by the

growers for both Jamaicans and

Americans, It is a policy which - T o

criminally diverts attention from
the real propoments of unem-
ployment—the growers and their
government—ta place the blame
on the shoulders of the Ja-

‘maieans who face massive unem-

ployment at home.

The pragmatism of the UFW

leadership threatens to lead
farmworkers to the disaster
which awaits workers under the
capitalist system. Farmworkers
must show the way forward by

taking up the fight for a labor -
party committed to the socialist.

policies which can combat the

growing threat of masswe nnem— o

ployment. .
CT0 BE OOHIINUEJ

Toa; u.& sugar mill dumlnam sky!im in cmm, Floridt, Abovq
m cane.: ; :
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BY M. GREGORY

BALTIMORE—Corporation after corpor-
ation is taking advantage of the reactionary
anti-union measures guaranteed under

any opposition.
‘The Baltimore plant of
American Smelting and

Refining Corporation’
(ASARCO) realized net.

profits of $86 million in

1971 through speed-up,

racism, and threatening
to leave the area if the

‘union took any action.

“ASARCO’s 100 year old
plant, employing 1400 men,
has a long history of violent
struggle for the right to un-
ionize and to build a working
class political party. This was
one of the plants Joseph
McCarthy singled out in the
1950s for its “‘subversive”
activities.

Nixon’s Pay Board to up profits and silence

Many of the 1000 members of
United Steel Workers Local 625
remember the postwar struggle
to build a labor party, which was

taken over, and sold out by the -
Communist Party, who derailed :

the struggle into the Progressive

Party. Five thousand Baltimore - .

workers were thrown in jail or

thrown. out of work because of '

the CP’s betrayals.
MILITANT

Today, the same questions of

the right to a job, to unionize and
to survive are posed even more
sharply than they were at the end
of World War II. It is no accident
that the struggle in ASARCO
breaks out again in the most mili-
tant manner.. -

ASARCO, known primarily as
a copper producer, is also a prin-

ciple producer of selenium, gold
and silver. It owns mines in
Brazil, Peru, and throughout
Latin America. It has been a
prime recipient of government
grants. :

Every penny of the $86 million
profit has been squeezed out of
the working class—in Peru,
Brazil, where the mines are run
under virtual slave conditions; in
El Paso, where Mexican-Ameri-
cans receive a wage scale far
below that of their northern
brothers, and in Baltimore,
where working conditions are so
bad that the union is more than a
year behind in settling grie-
vances. - \

It is precisely at this time,
when the working class interna-
tionally holds the key to breaking
this empire, that the bosses who
run ASARCO are forced to come

- out openly to try to smash the un-

ion and to divide the men. It is
against these attacks, which
mean a return to the 1930s and
worse, that the struggle at
ASARCO is aimed.

The most vicious means the
employers have used, and con-

tinue to used in ASARCO, is
racism. Certain shops, such as.
the Tank House (where the.
copper- is electrolyzed) and the
Nickel building are 99 percent
Black, and the most dangerous
areas to work in the plant. Other
departments are manned by
white workers. The white worker
has been told that if he does not
cooperate with speed-up, he will
be put into the Tank House, or
into the yard, and a Black worker
will take his place.

The situation seemed to be
working, until December of 1970,
when speed-up became the rule
of the plant, and a Black worker'
was fired for complaining. The.
wildcat that followed was com-.
pletely solid—Black and white.

The bosses have also in-
troduced the threat of moving the
plant out of town. The reason that
is given, of course, is that the
wages are toe high. Their main
tactic is to keep the union weak,
dependent on the management
for keeping the Baltimore plant
in existence. One ASARCO
worker described the employers’
method:

~ American Smelting Uses
- Racis To Push Speed-uy

“One of their favorite tools is
racism. Take for instance, the
Tank House. Of 200 men, 199 are
Black. The work conditions are
intolerable. There is no ventil-
ation. Skilled men (““flappers”)
are being made to test 150-200
degree copper with their bare
hands. They are made to sweep
the floors. In 1970, when one man
spoke out he was fired. Everyone
sat down. The union convinced us
to return to work, and wait for
the decision of the arbitrator.

‘‘Well after one year, the man
was officially fired. The result
has been that speed-up and condi-
tions have gotten worse. I have to
add one thing, though. It’s not a
question ‘of racism of white
workers against Black worker-.
The white workers have always’
sat down with the Black workers,
The company uses racism in
reverse.

““It i.hreatens the white worker
with, “If you don’t do what we
have cut out for you to do, we’ve
got a Black man who'll do it (8
times out of 10, the Black man
has already refused), and you’ll
be bumped.’

“The situation was so bad

. during the last strike, men ac-

tually carried pistols to the union
hall...They had to threaten to kill

" someone to get strike relief for

their families. Abel told the press
that the union had $32 million set
aside in a strike fund.

“The union claimed $93,000
was spent during the four month
strike, but only $20,000 was ap-
propriated for the membership.
The big mystery is where did the
money go?”’ ‘

Most of the men interviewed by’
the Bulletin felt that the com-
pany’s threat to pull out is
hollow. One man stated:
““They’ve got it pretty good right
now. They've got Federal con-
tracts, and are making a mint!
They've also got a nice arrange-
ment worked out with the union
leadership, who are waiting to
retire and don’t want to rock the
boat.”

PROFIT

Another man agreed with this
position, pointing over to a
Brink’s armored truck. “You see
that truck over there? It's
probably carrying a shipment of
silver, taking it down to the
docks. One of those shipments is
worth about $600,000. They make
copper here, sure, but it’s scrap,
a by-product of silver, gold, and
selenium—pure profit.”

Another worker, however, felt
that if the men could succeed in
ousting the present union leader-
ship, and fight for decent
working conditions, the plant
might pull out—as they did in
California.

The situation at ASARCO
points out that the most. basic
questions of the right to protect
the gains won in the past can only
be answered by a fight against
the present methods of the union
leadership. This means not
accepting Nixen’s or the com-
pany’s schemes to break the un-
ion through the Pay Board, or
any other economic device
passed by both Republican and
Democratic politicians.

Today, this means a break with
all these politicians and the
building of a labor party, based
on socialist polices: the right toa
job, a shorter work week, an ab-
solute end to racism and any

form ‘of discrimination. One

ASARCO worker, who has been
laid off for five months stated:
“The labor party is a neces-
sity. It won't be build over night,
but if we don’t start now, things
will only get worse. I think every-
one here should be going to the
October 21st conference called
by the Workers League, and we

. should decide now how we're

going to win this fight”
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Behind N.Y. Construction Strike |
Elevator Constructors
Solid After 18 Weeks
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Editor's Notebook

Mor CIII VisOn three buildings on 42nd street.

Bdward is in line to inherit
them and they are part of the
family-held Finch Cor-
poration. v

One of these buildings, just
a hop, skip and a jump from
the office of Edward’s uncle
who manages the Cor-
poration, houses the Para--
dise Playhouse. The Paradise
offers a 25 cent pornographic
‘‘peep show’’ plus extras
‘which include nudie maga-
zines for five dollars and other
unmentionables. Not sur-
prisingly it is business men,
who on their lunch hours pay
three dollars to see the “‘live
sex show” and rmovie at the
Paradise. '

Edward’'s uncle told the
Post reporter that he had
“been working years to clean
up the Times Square area.”
Although his office is only
three blocks away, he claimed
he had “no idea” what was
going on there—even though
the peep shows on 42nd street
are not what you would des-
cribe as inconspicuous.

One of the buildings, which
houses” a live sex show, is
owned by the Emma J. Adams
Memorial Fund, another of
the family’s corporations. It is
listed in Albany as a charity,
non-profit corporation. Its
purpose is described as “‘to
promote thrift...”’ ‘

The State Investigation
Commission has revealed that
the peep shows on 42nd street
are run by the Mafia and often
pay double the normal rent—a
very lucrative business.

The morality of Nixon and
his in-laws as well as the en-
tire capitalist class is for
making a profit. Within this
vision, anything goes.

Nixon is winding up his
campaign with elaborate
statements about his “vision
of moral valyes,” But it
appears that Nixon’s vision
does not even go as far as his
own backyard.

His in-laws are into some
pretty heavy stuff not to men-
tion his own relation to the
whole Watergate affiar. The
New York Post has now dug
into some background on the
fortune of Edward Finch Cox,
who is married to Nixon's
daughter Tricia,

This" marriage was a real
step up the social ladder for
-the Nixons. Edward’s family
is considered ‘‘old money”
and high on the Social Re-
gister. Some of this ‘old
money” we now find is being
churned out of the notorious
sex mills on Times Square in
New York.

Edward’s grandfather died
in 1965 leaving a two million
dollar estate, which included

Private Property
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ELEVATOR CONSTRUCTORS
UNION LOCAL ND.1 |

VEC - AFPL-CIO

Members of Elevator Constructors Local 1 picket at beginning of their strike which is nbw in its 18th week.

BY LOU BELKIN

NEW YORK—An 18 week old strike has shut construction sites in
the New York area. Last week the Teamsters joined other locals
which have settled. But the elevator operators are still solid and re-

main out on strike. The Bulletin interviewed C. Klages, a member of

Local 1 of the Elevator Constructors about the strike.

“We work for NEMI which is
an elevator manufacturer’s
association, making up Otis,
Westinghouse, Haughton and
Armor. When the contract
came up in.July, they locked
us -out. Since the Building
Trades Council consists of a
lot of different locals, all of
which are independent, it was
not a question of the others
going out in solidarity. The
other locals went out because
their contracts expired. We
don’t have that kind of soli-
darity in construction you
might see in other industries.

“The employers have tried to
isolate us as much as possible.
Nizon appointed a federal me-
diator, Dunlop, who’s supposed
to be meeting with the union now.
But this man is real determined.
The employers have never been
so militant. Watson {old us foday
that 1972 was the hardest year
ever coniract-wise. You know
we're solid in New York City,
Long Island, Southern West-

- chester and Rockland County and
Northern New Jersey. I under-
stand we’'ve tied up $16 billion
worth of business. We've shaken
NEMI all right, but they're not
budging.”

ISSUE
Kiages told the Bulletin that
the central issue in the strike is
first and foremost job security.

““The - elevator constructors’
national association agreed {o

.allow pre-fabricated units to be
built in factories, like for in-

stance Otis which has a factory
in West Germany. What . this
means is that they take the work
we do and pre-assemble it at
much lower wages. However,
certain things like rails and
brackets can’t be pre-as-
sembled, they must be put in na-
turally, on the sites. You can’t
pre-fab 100 floors of rails. But the
heart of our job is the elevators
themselves. If NEMI has its way
in New York, 50 percent of the
jobs could go. Already we only
work an average of 10 months a
year. We lose at least a month
per year with strikes, another
month with accidents and deaths.

OVERTIME
 Another big question is equal

sharing of overtime and senior-.

ity. One man man can be dis-

criminated against no matter.

how long he has worked. It
depends on the boss or the super-
intendent. Anyone can be laid off
at any time, no matter what his
age or experience. We had a man
laid off recently who fell three
stories. They don’t ever want
him back. They can give the top
jobs (mechanics) to men with a
few years over men with many
years-on the job. And men can do
any job asked of them; they have
to or they’re laid off.

DANGEROUS ,

“The job is very dangerous. We
have a saying that if 2a man starts
work at 20 chances are 65 t0 35 he
won't live to be 65. There are
about, 20 deaths from falls every
year and hundreds of serious in-
juries. Everybody has fallen at
least once. I've been seriously in-

jured twice.” .
Klages attacked the role of the

leadership of the Building Trades -
Council which he said would
“never call a solidarity strike.””

In relation to the local leader-
ship, he said: i

SOLID

“We're very solid at this point.
We've got a lot of militant guys.
You know they are afraid of the
word communism but they’re
screaming revolution. In the past
two or three years, there’sbeena
change in the way these men are
seeing through things. Some of

the guys are yelling revolution. If '

Watson sells out hammers will be
flying. We'll have to get another
leadership in there. That's why
at this point the local leadership
sounds so militant.

“Some of the men read the
Bulletin and socialist literature.
You know a couple of years ago
the militants, including myself,
would have had nothing to do
with if. But now it’s different.
That’'s why I think something’s
got to be done. I feel the Bulletin
is important and I like the ar-
ticles about what's going on in

other industries. When you talk-

about the crisis it’s  something
I've got to read about and study
more. .

“But the labor party is some-
thing we need. I believe hard hats
and blue collar workers would
support it, It’s not true that they
are for Nixon. They don’t like
Nixon and they don't trust the
Democrats. A lot of the men are

neutral, but their thinking is
changing. T think the crisis is the

reason.”’

MecDonald Hamburger chain,
has given close to a quarter of
a million dollars to Nixon's
campaign for his support-to a
sub-minimum wage for youth.

of the residents of Dagton

Donald’s.

At 5 am., a truck from
M&M Restaurant Cor-
porations went out of control
spilling $8000 worth of ham-
burgers, french fries and
ketchup into the street. By 8
almost all of it was gone. In
Mr. Kroc’s vein the local
newspapers ‘denounced the
residents as looters, re-
| porting that a spokesman for
Mé&M had said ‘‘no one was
given permission to haul away
the items.”

Brezhnev's Reward

The waiting time and cost of
a car for Soviet workers is
rising more and more, But not

the working class and seeks to
. get privileges for itself
~ through its deals’ with im-
perialism.
- Leonid Breshnev, Secretary
of the Communist Party of the
- Soviet Union, has a garage
" filled with cars which include
a Rolls Royce, a Cadillac and

made limousines: Some of
these are “‘presents’ from
such men as Nixon and Pom-

~Breshnev’s services to world
. cracy that the Armerican Com-

~munist Party so slavishly de-
fends. =

The other day, however, some

scored one against the Mc- ¢

Royl Treatment

so for the Soviet bureancracy -
“which has taken power from

" a Maserati as well as Soviet -

~pidou whe are thankful for-
imperialisn. It is this bureau-

Arthur Kroc, head of the Fi

- The Queen of England, who
for the past two years has
been complaining that she
needs her million dollar bud-
get boosted, finally got her.
due. Students at Stirling.

University in Scotland, who - :

are bitter about budget cuts,
organized a demonstration
against hier recent visit there,
Shouting “‘Queen out” this -
demonstration was a first for
royalty. The Queen tried to
keep that smile pasted on her
face. The students were parti-
cularly angered over the fact
that no less than $3000 had .
been spent to spruce up the
school for her visit. .
Meanwhile, in Yugoslavia,
the Queen was given a differ- §
ent kind ‘of reception by the

. Stalinist bureaucracy. In a:

'disgusting = affair, Tito em-
braced ‘her and rolled out the
red carpet. So anxious was
Tito to court the good favor of
British imperialism that he

. spruced up the Byzantine.

style palace on Dedinje Hillin |
Beigrade._ ‘ L )
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ST. LOUIS GMAD . . .

(Continued From Page 1)
absolute control over all pro-
duction.

Negotiations between the shop

‘committee and management

have been proceeding up to 20
hours ‘a day for over a month.
The local press has been alerted
to the possibility of an early set-
tlement, but committeemen have

_reported to the Bulletin that no

progress toward the settlement
has been reached regarding the
12,000 Paragraph 78 work over-

‘load grievances or 1000 layoffs.

MANAGEMENT
. The GM management is sitting
back and waiting for this stra-
tegy of isolated short strikes to
demoralize and disillusion the
workers to force an acceptance
of the conditions at GMAD. No
strike pay is paid to the men until
the second week of the strike.
Under the terms of the present
contract, however; GM is able to
make up the production through

. overtime.

Throughout the UAW, the rank
and file are demanding unified
strike action to shut down the
whole GMAD operation. At the

‘Janesville, Wisconsin plant, 5000

workers walked out on Friday
only to return to work on Tues-

~day and then voted by an over-
whelrmng majority to strlke
. again next week. '

But it is clear that the men

~want to turn these strikes into

- longer strikes; in order to force

~the leadership to call a national
‘sirike. The dissatisfaction with

Woodcock’s poliey of retreat was

. ;expr,essed by one Janesville

%

worker who told the Bulletin:

“We're not hurting GM, and
it’s not costing the UAW any-
thing either. We still pay out un-
ion dues, and this way they’re not
paying out any strike benefits.
This is out of our pocket.”

The local leadership did not
even prepare the members for

the two day walkout, under the -

guise of keeping the strike stra-
tegy a secret from General
Motors. But as one UAW
member remarked in disgust:

“GM was probably told befere
the UAW knew. Woodcock prob-

ably conferred with GM to find
out when the best time for them
would be.”

METHOD

Woodcock’s method leaves the
men to face the same brutal
working - conditions, which
GMAD has created all across the
country. “They’re puiting more
work on an individual than he can
possibly handle,””  an older
worker told the Bulletin. ““‘And if
the man doesn’t do it,” he con-
tinued, ‘‘they send him home.
Even a man who has been here
20,30 years.

“Now ,you get a man who’s
close to 50 years old and you load
him up with more things than he
can carry, or more work than he

can possibly do.. And then you:

turn around and tell him, ‘Well, if
you don’t do it, we got some men

outside that are waiting for a job .
that can.’ That’s unfair.”

A younger worker with 14
years at the plant explained:
“My father worked here over 30

years before it was union. He -
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‘worked for 25 cents an hour. He
told me that if he didn’t do the
job then, there were guys that
were just let go, and there were
other men waiting for their jobs.
‘Divide and conquer,’ that’s what

- GMAD is trying to do.”

At the Baltimore GMAD plant,

the largest auto assembly plant

on the East Coast, workers voted
by a four to one margin to strike

next- week against the brutal

speed-up and forced overtime.
One UAW member who works on
the line told a Bulletin reporter:

“The situation is just getting
out of hand. We've got a line
speed of 60 cars, which is the
fastest moving line in GMAD out-

side of Lordstown. Overtime is’

required. If you refuse it, they
(GM) can say ‘Okay, out you go.’
“It seems to me that the Bulle-
tin- is right about Woodcock.
When Leonard first came in, I
thought he would be better than
Reuther. He (Reuther) always
seemed to be off on some crusade
whenever we needed him. I
thought Leonard would be more
down to earth. But this ‘Apache’
strategy isn’t from this world.

““GMAD isn’t using any
‘Apache’ strategy. They're
moving all-out. My opinion is that
we have to shut down every
GMAD plant in the country. And
if the union heads don’t like it, we
ought to dump them.”

A nationwide shutdown is the
only way the fight can be taken

.. forward against GM. This must
.- be fought for in every local. This

means a fight at St. Louis and
other locals that go out, to turn
the hit and run strikes into real

strikes—to stay out until all the
Paragraph 78 grievances. are
settled, and all laid off workers
recalled.

There must now be an all-out
fight in St. Louis to keep the
strike going and to demand that
the leadership mobilize all its re-
sources and call on all other
GMAD locals to fight for a na-
tionwide shutdown.

Rank and file caucuses must be
organized in' all GMAD locals
around this central demand and

for preparations to mobilize the
entire labor movement against
any government intervention on
behalf of GM.

The movement for a nation-
wide GM strike can only be taken
forward against Woodcock with
an understanding that this is a
fight against Nixon and Con-
gress, a fight requiring the or-
ganization of a labor party and a
complete break with McGovern
and the Democrats. -

CANADA . ..

(Continued From Page 2) .

workers in the Federal election.
The election of an NDP govern-
ment in Canada is not simply a
national question, By this action,
Canadian workers would give a
decisive lead to their American
brothers who now, faced with the
complete political bankruptcy of
McGovern and the Democrats,
must confront ‘the task of'
building their.own labor party.

But the main obstacle in the
defeat of the Liberals and the

Tories ‘is the NDP leadership -

itself. David Lewis, NDP leader,

~ has made the center of his cam-
. paign the tax swindling of the big

corporations. He talks about
“corporate welfare bums,” and
has revealed the massive
amounts of money that the
government has given the giant
corporations in direct handouts
and tax concessions.

These figures are impor-
tant—but not the way Lewis sees

 P.C. STATEMENT -

(Conhnued From Page 1) .

-~ Leonard Woodcock, McGovern’s
‘most enthusiastic backer, does
" -his best to break up and xsolate
- this movement.:

It is now more clear than ever

~before that America’s rulers are

determined to beat back the
American working class as part

. of:a trade war against other capi-
. talist nations and because of the -

.- impossibly inflated ' position ‘it -

“".has put. the dollar in.

¢ As the movement among: auto
workers indicates, these attacks
-will be fought against. But what

“becomes most critical is the con-

.struetion of 4 leadership of the
- ~Ameriean working class, con-"
- .scious’ of these atfacks and their .
. origins in the crisis of ‘capi-
““talism jitself, and therefore
~.‘capable of beating back the at-
" ““tacks and taking up the fightfor a

- labor party; for socialism.’

‘This -is the critical .role that:
.only the Bulletin plays. This is"
_ ‘why: the Bulletin must plan. now.

" fo- expand its size and cir-

".culation, to-improve 1ts .cover-
age, while at the same tlme pre--

paring for a daily paper in the
future. ‘

We have already come.to an-

agreement.-on a new press which
will ‘be - installed in late Feb-

‘ruary. This press is particularly
. well suited for color work

making it possible for us to'intro-
duce four color process photos in

our publications in the future and"

in.other ways making them tech-

nically the most advanced and ef- -

fective in the  workers move-

~ment. “This is: important”as we.
‘see our press as the alternative

to that of the capitalist class, the
New York Daily News, etc.
.We have also taken steps to

procure new facilities for ‘the
* press which will allow us to com-.

bine under one roof the editorial,

.production “and printing fa-.

‘cilities. This will cut down the

time between the wrltmg upofa
story and its appearmg in prmt i
Thxs will be critical with a daily

.paper... ..
We are in negotxatmns with the '

trade unions so.that our. press
will be a union, shop unlike some

-other papers claiming to be

written in the interests of the
working people. This is very im-
portant as printing trade workers
today are among ‘those hit

-hardest with unemployment and

threats from scab operations.
We .¢can now arnounce the
following next steps in the de-
velopment of the Bulletin:
*We will begin publication of
the Bulletin as a 24 page paper

~April 1. We will' add one more

page of foreign news to cover the
critical struggles in Europe, Asia

and Latin America as the world-
-~wide capitalist crisis deepens.

We will add two more pages of
Midwest news as part of the de-

velopment of the Bulletin in in-
- dustrial cities like Detroit,
- Dayton, - Youngstown, Chicago,

Gary, Milwaukee .and Min-

"neapohs We will add one more

We have received $1,967.97 this
week “bringing our Fund Drive
total to $17,489.82, over the one-
third mark. This was largely
from the magnificent collection

at the Chicago Conference and -

from the East New York Branch.
We now, however, face the
extremely difficult. task of rais-
ing $7,510 in one week to give us
our needed $25,000 by the half
way mark in the drive. There

must be an all out fight to do this.’

NAME _

Ay l,’jztr
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135 W, 14th St., New York, N.Y.
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page to our West Coast section
with greater attention par-
ticularly to Southern California.

«The Young Socialists - will
print their paper, the Young

- Socialist, as a 16 page monthly

beginning in - September.  This

—-paper will be printed with four

color process and will lead the
fight of youth against the rising

_-unemployment, the decay of the

schools, the continuation of war,
the attempts to divide youth ra-
cially. It will lead ‘the fight
against revisionism and Sta-

~linism and for a Marxist con-
" sciousness among . youth, This

will free three more pages for

| the development of the Bulletin.

- *We will strengthen the
regional editorial staff of the

~Bulletin. by the fall to build the

Bulletin into a mass circulation
weekly and to prepare for daily
publication. In order to achieve
these goals we are launching a
special circulation drive be-
tween Octeber 22 and December

‘31 to gain 6,500 new subscribers
“.to the Bulletin. This combined

with further development of the

| Bulletin street sales will raise

our paid circulation in excess of
20,000 by the launchmg of the 24

‘page Bulletin. - -

- We must stress that all this-

- -will be: possxble only if we con-

tinue to campaign for the special

+-$100,000 Fund Drive goal through
‘our Fall and Sprmg Bulletm Fund

Drives,

them. They expose the total col-
lusion of the government and the
corporations and the massive
corruption that saturates the
government. At the same time,
they also reveal the extent of the
crisis of Canadian  capitalism
which .cannot survive any longer
without such massive govern-
ment ‘“‘aid.”

But for Lewis this is simply an
example of the ‘‘unfair and inef-
ficient” tax system. He does not
even blame the corporations. All
he wants is a few tax loopholes
plugged.

At a time when the Tories and
the Liberals are proposing a
wage freeze and a strike ban,
Lewis’ campaign is a diversion
from the real issues facing the
working class. Faced with a deep
hatred workers feel for this
government, Lewis is trying to

_channel it in a totally reformist

direction, without at all chal-
langing the Liberals and the
Tories. His call to the unions to
make ‘“‘socially acceptable
demands’’ -is really a call for a
voluntary wage freeze. -

. Lewis voted with Trudeau and
Stanfield in Parliament to break
the Quebec and ‘British Colum-

‘bia dock strike.” He called the

dock strike “‘indefensible.”’ This
shows that Lewis really agrees
with Stanfield on a strike ban in
essential services.”

At the same time, in a period of
mass layoffs and the threat to
close down whole industries,
Lewis has come out in open oppo-
sition to any but the most meager
form of nationalization. Based on

-Such a program, he completely

disarms workers in the struggle
to defeat the Liberals and the
Tories. He has even openly said
that the NDP “has no realistic
chance of forming the next
government.”

Not only is this an acceptance
of defeat even before the battle
has been fought, but it lends cre-
dence to the Tory claim that they
are the only alternative to
Trudeau and that a vote for the
NDP is only a “protest vote.”

Lewis disarms workers from
the main struggle in this elec-
tion—which is the defeat of the
Liberals and the Tories. An NDP
government must be brought to

-~ power, but one that will be

pledged to socialist policies to
protect workers’ rights.
This must mean today a policy

of full employment through a 30

hour workweek at 40 hours pay to

-stop. the capitalist drive to

massive unemployment. This
means nationalization of all basic
industry under workers’ control

-without compensation to the

former owners.

An NDP government must be
pledged to guaranteeing no wage
freeze and ne strike ban. The
struggle for such a program and

“for the victory of the NDP

against the Liberals and the
Tories is inseparable from the
struggle to drive Lewis and com-

- pany out of the labor movement
_and the construction of an alter-

native leadership for the Cana-
dian working class.
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Cesar Chavez speaks at UCLA against Proposition 22. As election
nears growers are pressing for “yes’ vote favoring anti-UFW bill.
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R Chavez Halts Plckefmg
' As Farmworkers Face Jail

BY BARRY GREY

POPLAR—With the -completmn of the grape harvest, the United Farm
Workers’ picketing against White River Farms has been suspended until the
prumng season begins in mid-December. ,

"In the most bitter strike
since the. founding of the un-

ion, some 400 farmworkers
have been arrested.

Last week, the courts banned

further protest picketing outside
Buttes’ Oakland headquarters by
farmworkers and ‘tnion leaders,

" including Alameda Central Labor

Council head Richard Groulx,
who had been demanding that
Buites negotiate with the UFW.
Court proceedings have begun
for 70 UFW members, including
the entire leadership of the
strike, charged with violating the
injunctions. They face six month
sentences and $500 fines.

UAW Head Ducks GMAD

issue At McGovern Ral

The following ?elegram
was received by the Na-
tional Conference for a
Labor Party Now! in Chi-
cago Oct. 21.

You are meeting at a most
critical time in the history
of the American trade un-
ion movement. Nixon is
preparing plans to destroy
the union movement of this
nation. We cannot depend
on the union bureaucrats to
defend the interests of the
workers, the historical
task of building a labor
‘party can ne longer be-
postponed. You delegates
have taken an important
step towards that goal.
Your decision at this con-
ference can change the
course of history. Much
success. You can count on
my help in building an
‘American labor party.
R.P. Sulenta
UAW Loecal 216 :
Southgate, California

-didates - fair,”

BRIDGE . . .

(Continued From Page 20)
“All this crap about inconclusive
investigation is just that, crap.
Those men were murdered and
everybody here knows that.”

The position of the state,
however, stands in marked con-
trast to the above worker’s state-
ment. Keith McKean, Assistant
District Engineer, in charge of
construction for the State Divi-
sion of Highways, stated that:

- It is somewhat doubtful
. whether we ever will find out the
cause, and even if we do, it won’t
be released to the public because
of likely litigation.”

The lesson must be clear, as
the crisis develops, that Polich-
Benedict represents the road
along which all contractors will

- seek to travel in their drive to
erode every safety and working’

condition ever won by building
tradesmen. Only the fight for an
independent labor party can de-
fend these rights.

BY BARRY GREY

PALO ALTO~—UAW President Leonard Woodcock spoke in
the Bay Area last week to drum up support for the flagging
campaign of George McGovern.

On Sunday afternoon at the un-
ion hall of UAW Local 1364 across
from the GM plant in Fremont,
Woodcock spoke at a ‘‘can-
at which local
Democratic Party. candidates

_were touted by local UAW

bureaucrats. Each candidate
thanked the bureaucrats for their
support, without which they
would not have a prayer of get-
ting elected.

Not one spoke of how he was
going to solve the life and death
questions of the Pay Board, in-
flation, unemployment, and
speed-up hitting auto workers

- and the rest of the labor move-

ment.

Woodcock was introduced by
Jerry Whipple, the Western Re-
gional Director of the UAW, who
was swept into office at the last
UAW convention on a mandate to
take up the fight which Paul
Schrade refused to carry out,
against the Pay Board's cut in
the aerospace contract and the
massive layoffs. Whipple spoke
in glowing terms of Walter Reu-
ther' and his successor, Wood-
cock.

Woodcock spoke at great
length against Nixon's polxcles
He had very littlé to say in favor
of McGovern except that Me-
Govern’s “supposed anti-labor

+ record is nonsense.” He openly

defended McGovern’s vote
against the abolition of the right
to work laws.

He stated: “We had an un-
derstanding with the Senator on

. that. If his vote would make any

difference, he was to vote to'end
the filibuster, If not, he could
vote the way a Senator from

"South Dakota would be expected

to vote.”

Woodcock is sitting on top of a
dynamite keg and the local
bureaucracy knows it. The

vicious drive in the General

Motors Assembly Division
{GMAD) to cut production costs
through massive automation,

layoffs, and speed-up which has

produced a wave of simul-

tanevus strikes across the coun-,
try, is hitting the Fremont plant
as well.

It is no accldent therefore,
‘that Woodcock’s appearance was
virtually kept secret from the
ranks of Local 1364. Of the ap-
proximately 200 people present,

only a handful were auto.

workers, The rest were union
officials and Democratic Party
officials.

In the course of his talk Wood-
cock did not even mention the
strike wave in auto and the de:
mand coming out of locals for-a

national strike which he is des-

perately trying to stop.

At the Stanford meeting the
same evening, sponsored by the
campus McGovernites, Wood-
cock was forced to expose his
real position. Supporters of the
Workers League and the Young
Socialists demanded to know why
he refused to call a national
strike and break from the capi-
talist parties and form a labor
party.

Woodcock stated categorically
that he was against a national
strike because: ‘“Workers join
unions to protect themselves, not
to start a revolution.” He added,
a natjonal strike would be “‘an in-
vitation to disaster.”

ly

Buttes’ attempt to break the
White River strike, which has
cost them an estimated three
million dollars in lost crop and
private police, coincides with a
rhassive drive to pass Propo-
sition 22 in the November elec-
tions.

If passed, the provisions of this
bill will outlaw the union by
prohibiting strikes during the
harvest, outlawing boycotts, and
disenfranchising migrant farm-
workers, that is, over 90 percent
of the membership.

Meanwhile, the requirements

of the deepening trade war
‘against Europe and Japan are

forcing the agribusiness inter-
ests to ‘prepare even more
vicious drives to smash the
UFW.

Last week, California Agricul-

ture Director C.B. Christianson

testified before the State Senate .

Committee on Agriculture and
Water Resources. He stated that
California growers must reverse
the deficit of farm exports o
Europe and Japan. What this
means is a massive introduction
of machinery to cut production
costs by eliminating thousands of
farmworkers.

One of the key issues of the
White River strike is the demand
by Buttes to introduce harvest-
ing machines onto union-or-
ganized fields. Each machine

does the work of 85 men. Already
thousands of unorganized farm-
workers have been replaced by
such machines. Manual labor has.
been vutually driven off -of the
cotton fields in the San Joaqum
Valley.

One striking farmworker from
Poplar told the Bulletin: “When1
was working here in 1961, there
were 80 families working, This -
year, in four days, they did it
with machines. There used to be
workers picking prunes over
here. Now it’s all machines.””

Chavez' recent threat to call
off the strike and expel “violent” -
strikers has angered many of the
ranks. They are preparing to
break from Chavez’ bankrupt
liberalism in. order to defend
{hemselves.

This is precisely why the Com-~

munist Party is desperately

seeking to muddle the life and
death class issues which under-
lie the attacks on the UFW. In the
latest People’s World, the CP ran
an editorial full of tears and pity
for the farmworkers, but ‘not - a
word about Chavez’ vicious turn
against his own ranks.

What Chavez and the CP have:
in common is a desperate fear of
the movement for political inde-
pendence of the working class
through a break with the Demo-~":
crats and Republicans and the
construction of a labor party. -

BAKERY ...

(Cobﬂnued From Page 20)

- tices, combined with rising

prices, threaten more shut-
downs across the nation in the
baking industry. According tothe
October 6 Wall Street Journal,
some 300 medinm sized and
small bakeries “‘could be wiped

out” in the immediate future.

American bakeries nationally

closed five plants last year and
are preparing to close another,

six or more.
Davidson-Sunbeam ‘‘re-
quested” that the Portland em-

ployees accept a. 15 percent pay

cut over, at least, three months
in the “hope” that the company
.could continue in business.
Akervik asserted that the
employees “in-the main” were
willing to accept the wage cut,
but the unions “regected it

Woodcock Cancels Van

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
VAN NUYS—The wide-
spread sentiment here for
national strike action was
expressed by one worker
employed in the body shop of
GMAD who stated: “We're

sick and tired of negotiations,

hit and run didn’t get us any-
thing in 1968 and it won’t get
us anything now. Isolated
strike action isn't any good,
we need a national strike.”

It was in fear of this militaney
that the negotiating committee

for UAW Local 645 came to
terms with GM three and one-
half hours before the October 13
9:00 a.m. strike deadline.

The role of the international

-leadership was specifically
" revealed when Region 6 Direc~

tor, Jerry Whipple, intervened at
the behest of Detroit to cancel an
October 22 ratification meeting,
So plagued is Woodcock by the
prospects of a natiopal GM

strike, which would dpvastate his

attempts to patch together the
Democratic Party nnder the

' banner of MeGovern, that any
“possibility of independent move-

ment by the ranks'is tms penuﬁ
poses a threat '

despite the contrary wishes of

their workers.”  He concludes -

that the unions ‘‘finally spelled
the end of the bakeries.”’
Davidson employees,
represented by the Teamsters
and the Bakers and Con-
{ectioners unions, exposed this
sham in interviews with the:
Bulletin, As one Teamster said:
“I support the union. If .you
don’t, you're busting down your -

whole industry. At the Tuesday

meeting, there were a few sig-
gestions to donate the 15 percent.
A couple of guys had over 20
years and they are retiring. They
figured if they could push this
through, even for a short while,
they could retire under the new
contract commg up in a month . -
and would come out better. It's
not worth it.”

Nuys Vote

Although’ GM has rehired all
men -laid off before the model
-change plus 100, the exhausting
line rate. remains the same.
Already new plans are being laid
for the installation of several
million - dollars of new equip- -
ment designed to. increase 'the
line capacity to 60 cars per hour, = -
meaning more layoffs and speed- -
up.- 1t is precisely this which the

negotiating commxttee reiused to 4

confront. :
8t -Louis’ renewed call “for
strike actmn shows the way. A

fight under the policy of =

defeating speed-up and layoffs
‘with a national GMAD strike

~ must now be taker forward. |

o




o forms made of overused material coll pse
o pourmg at brudge site in Pasadena. Workers on. the site called it murder by proflt-hungry company.
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The Hall- Tyner Campmgn
 And Stalinist History

- In an election- brochure distributed for the Hall-Tyner
campaign, the Peop]e s World-is forced to expose a bit of
Stalinist history in order to justify its present campaign.

Unable to confront their real history the Stalinists bring
up the past only to falsify and distort the real lessons.

They vigorously deny that Hall and Tyner will in any way
take away votes from McGovern. “‘This reminds us of the
1948 campaign when Truman came from behind in all the
polls and defeated Dewey.”

They claim that: ‘““The great ‘Progressive Party cam-
paign headed by Henry Wallace moved the political spec-
trum to the left, helped mobilize the workers and the
masses on issues with the result that Dewey was defeated
just as Nixon can be defeated in this campaign.”
 The Wallace campaign, although supplied with an army of
campaign workers mobilized by the Stalinists, was simply a
‘‘progressive’’ . capitalist campaign with a program
claiming to be the best defense of the capitalist system.
~For the Stalinists it was a last ditch attempt to counter the |
growing cold war with the policies of ‘“peaceful coex-
istence” by appealing to a section of the ruling class. ‘

For the working class, disgusted with Truman’s Taft-
Hartley strikebreaking and his threats to draft strikers, it |
was a stab in the back. But in 1948 the Stalinists would never |
have dared to present the lie about the ““‘victory’’ over :

Dewey that the PW puts forward today. ‘ ,
. - After the election the Daily: Worker confessed that: !
“Truman won the election by a hypocritical copymg of the :

- much-as he dared the charges of the Progressxve Party and
;‘-Henry Wallace.” William Z. Foster admitted in 1951, as the °
“victer over Dewey was pushing through Smith Act con-
i victions of Stalinist leaders, that: “Organized labor threw '

PASADENA*At 1: 40 p. m. Tuesday afternoon on October 17 six constructlon,

men working on the new Foothill Freeway Bridge here, a suburb of Los
--Angeles, plunged 90 feet to the riverbed below and were crushed beneath tons of

speeches of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and by imitating as

woss

~ away its huge vote on two reactionary presidential can-
- didates, Truman and Dewey.”

: _concrete, steel and wooden beams as the center sectlon gave way durmg the

4 .pour Pt
L An addltlonal 21 were: sped
s to the ‘hospital in the ensuing
- rescue. effort suffermg a
vanety of disabling injuries.
" Among the dead, most of whom

-+ John R."Calleros;- 26, -of Santa
" Ana whose wife Linda had given
birth to -their second” son, An-
- drew, only a month ago. . -

“and’ ‘prime contractor an. the

. clalmed the life of one worker.
.. The reasons underlying. this
S catastrophe -were. simply - ex-

" . were family men, was carpenter -

. Directly implicated in the dis-
‘ ‘aster was leading bridge builder -

o ’;pressed by the Presrdent of ‘the’

competitors, persister m w1th 2
~predatory -intent have con-
tituted the major cause’ of
the - shutdown ‘But. the fmal'!

.local cement ﬁmshers umon ‘who -
-has'called: for ‘an mvestxgatlon ,

He said that: “Push, push, push,

~“the men working on that jobwere
-driven so hard. they were unable

to ‘take-the steps necessary-for
safe-and proper construetion.”
" “To get a closer picture of the

" conditions that prevailed onthe -
~job site, the Bulletin interviewed -
“several ‘workmen: employedk

there. - The -universal response -

“.was’ that: .“Pohch Benedlct IS a
“‘slave driver.” - ‘
" Foothill - Freeway job, Polich-
Benedict. Polich- Benedict has a -
hkstory ‘of similar accidents,
L most: notable -among ‘these ‘being-
- a:1970 ‘bridge collapse which

An’ apprentlce earpenter stated e
‘that: <The only reason I took the
job was-because work was slow.

“at-the time. I'd rather drive 100
“miles a day than work for them -
 again.” Fxghts are contmually on

the verge of breaking out as

};foremen refer to their menas -
- “‘mules” and- work them ‘to. the! E

?query Closure Ends |
Jobs For 350 Workers;

58 - BY: DENNIS FULTON e e 8
-.PORTLAND Oregon, ‘October 14——The largestj ‘

"bakery in Portland the Davidson Sunbeam Baking
Company, closed down thls weekend forclng almoSt a |
’ e : & :

rnakmg» comp‘anies,‘ =1ike
“tinental, ‘a. subsidiary of ITT

‘Were forewarned about the wheat | g
sale in time to “‘book ahead.”’
" The flour price rose 23 percent‘ ;
: _'-w1thm three months. e
These cutthroat pncmg prac— '

(Connnued On Page 19}

pomt of exhaustlon under ex-
tremely hazardous cenditions.
-One worker stated that unsani-
‘tary  conditions - exist - because
men have been threatened with
‘the loss of their jobs for taking
_time to use the priveys. All com-

monly agreed that “‘not enough
time .was -allowed to properly
shore the deck,” and that many

of the ‘steel’ and wooden beams
~.employed in falsework had been
re-used - to the point.that they
“were: tWISted ‘and rotten.:

the wreckage desperately

“searching . for. the three men '
whose bodies " ‘had ' become en-

tombed in the hardened concrete

(Contmued On Page 19)

AR

. Henry Wallace is foohng the people, if not himself, when he
: sets a goal of ‘progressive’ capitalism.” ‘

the Stalinists carried out in their support to Wallace’s bank- :

. rupt campaign. This was their contribution to insuring that |
. the Truman administration would be able to carry out its :

: class on a scale far greater than even Truman could have

One of the 300 building
tradesmen who clawed through

stated w1th grlef and anger that

.

‘At the height of the purges and- expulsmns of the Sta-
linists, Foster was forced to state: ‘‘Capitalism can never -
be made progresswe" it is hopelessly reactionary. Mr. -

It was precisely this policy of ““fooling the people’’ that -

strikebreaking attacks, purge entire unions from the CIO,
-jail communists and prepare the way for the Korean War
and McCarthyism.

Today, with attacks being prepared against the working ’

conceived, Stalinism is so desperate to confine labor to the

Democratic Party that it must hark back to Truman as the

' representatlve of labor’s victory over Dewey.

. This is the real logic of the Hall-Tyner campaign that
dnves the Stalinists to-line up with every reactmnary
bureaucrat who supports McGovern.

The construction of a labor party today reqmres exposmg
the entire rotten hlstory of Sta]xmsm._ :

-—-Jeff Sebastian

e U NOVL 11

- "orkers. Leogue and Young Sécil‘ists‘ *

~Methodo ogica Apnroach to Marx s
ers everytlnng- mcludmg transporta- .
| Note New Dates‘
,For mformatron call 415—621-1310
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