LABOUR’S REVOLUTIONARY VOICE No29

GCommon Market Referendum

LABOUR MUST SAY NO'

BY 16 VOTES TO 7, the Labour Cabinet has recommended a ‘Yes’ vote in the Common:
Market referendum. In so doing, it has defied the wishes of the Labour Movement.
It has ignored the views of Labour’s National Executive Committee, and ignored
the decisions that will be made at the special Labour Party Conference.

The Cabinet majority knows full
well that the NEC and Conference
will reflect the instinctive host-
jlity that millions of trade
unionists feel towards the Common
Market. L3 4

Already Ian Mikarde has voieed
this hostility. He correetly listed

all those who back the EEC: half
the Labour MPs, nearly all Tories,
all Liberals, politicians who want
patronage from the Prime Minister,
the Confederation of British
Industry, °who believe what?*s good
for General E)actric is good for
the nation®, the City, the Tory

press and ‘the vast funds of the
European movement, largely con-
tributed for their own interests
by the British multinational
combines®.

HOSTILITY

The hostility from the working
class, which Mikardo expresses,
absolutely justified. The Common
Market can do nothing for the
working class. It will not provide
us more jobs. It will not provide us
more homes. And for a simple reason.
The Common Market in an organisation
of Big Business dedicated to the
preservation of capitalism at the
expense of the working class.

In supporting the Common Market,
the Labour Goverrment is lining up
with the employers against the
trade union movement. No wonder
Harold Wilson got the praise of
the CBI, which declared that
‘Industry now hopes for a decisive
vote in favour of membership in
the June referendum to end the
uncertainty of the past year’.

The big monopolies are at
present four-square behind the
Common Market. They hope membership
will provide them with a framework
to rationalise and restructure
their capital so as to compete more
effectively with the United States
and- Japan. The CBI will be con-
tributing at 1east£50,000 to the
campaign for continued British
membership. The main pro-Market
organization—the European
Movement—had a balance of
£575,000 at the end of the 1last
financial year. And money is now
pouring into its coffers.The

European Movement® s headquarters
off Park Lane has been lent by
the building giant McAlpines,

It is these elements whom Wilson
and company are now lining up
with.

is

BLACKMAIL

Wilson is also attemptiizg to wave
the big stick against all those
anti-Marketeers in the Labour Party.
Mikardo and Benn have been accused
of going far beyond the ‘agreement
to d iffer*., This is nothing short
of blackmail of EEC opponents by

for themsel ves,
friends in the Tory Party and
CBI, but they do not speak for
t he Labour Movement.

Party who at every turn are
breaking elementary Labour move-
ment democracy.

The coming special Labour
Party Conference must make one
thing quite clear. When Wilson,
Callaghan and Roy Jenkins speak
in favour of the EEC, they speak
and for their

CONFUSES

At the same time the Labour

Movement must equally reject the
methods by which leading Cabinet
members,

such as Wedgwood Benn

and Foot, are leading the struggle
against the Common Market. Benn
has said that *“Britain's contin-
uing membership would mean the end
of Britain as a completely self-
governing nation.® This talk of
defending *national sovereignty?
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| THE CABINET VOTE

FOR: Mr. Wilson, Mr. Edward Short, Mr. James Callaghan, Lord Elwyn-
Jones, Mr. Roy Jenkins, Mr. Denis Healey, Mr. Anthony Crosland,
Mrs. Shirley Williams, Mr. Roy Mason, Mr. Reginald Premmice,
Mr. John Morris, Mr. Merlyn Rees, Mr. Fred Peart, Mr. Harold
Lever, Lord Shepherd, Mr. Bob Mellish,

AGAINST: Mr. Michael Foot, Mr. Eric Varley, Mrs. Barbara Castle, Mr.
Anthony Wedgwod Benn, Mr., Peter Shore, Mr. William Ross,

Mr. John Silkin.
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totally confuses and derails the
anti-EEC struggle. It is also
highly dangerous, and ends up with
scandalous situations, such as
clive Jenkins sharing a platform
with Enoch Powell—bitter enemy of
the trade unions,

REACTIONARY

The solution of *Britain alone’
is totally reactionary and points
no way forward for the struggles
of the working class. The Labour
Party must come out clearly FOR
the unity of Europe—not with its
bankers, industrialists and land-
owners in the EEC—but for unity
with the working class organis-
ations of EBurope. 1t must recog-
nise that national boundaries
dividing Europe ARE obsolete
and must be broken down. The crit-
icism of the EEC is not that it
attacks *national sovereignty’
but that it is incapable of

achieving the unity of Europe,
which is impossible on a cap-
italist basis, and which can
only be achieved by, the united
struggle of the European work-

ing class.

If it were possible for the

capitalists of Furope to trans-
the

T

FOR EUROPEAN WORKERS UNITY

productive forces by integrating

and planning the economies of
the whole continent of Europe
then we would have to-support
their effort.
we oppose the Common Market is
precisely because European

The reason why

APRIL

unity on a capitalist basis is
impossible. !
It is not a question,
Mikardo would have it,
otiations falling “far short of
our minimum aims®. The Labour
Government? s policy on reneg-
otiation was a fraud from start
to finish. You cannot renegotiate
terms of entry to something which
is fundamentally opposed to the
interests of the working class.

as Ian
of reneg-

with Tories Labour leaders should
be developing links with labour
and trade union organisations 1in
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INTEENATIONALIST

Instead of sharing platforms
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France, Italy and Germany in
order to mount a really socialist
internationalist struggle against
the Common Market,

CAMPAIGN

The special conference must be
the beginning of this campaign
around the following points:

@ No to the EEC. Reject the Cabinet
recommendation. It is they who
are splitting the Labour movement,

| the

. private industry.
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THE IMPORTATION of the

1975 Price 5p

Glasgow: TROOPS OUT!

army into Glasgow by

Labour Government at the request of the

Labour- controlled Council represents an

The purpose of the troops is to

cart drivers®

The dust-cart drivers are out
for a pay rise of £5 a5 week
which will give them parity with
Heavy Goods Vechicles men in
At the same
Glasgow Corporation elec-
tricians are out officially with
sparks in the private sector .
These actions-if successful-
. would give the green light for
wages battles throughout
Britain. That is why the Labour

Government is determined to
smash them. The use of troops is
a most sinister move and fore-
shadows a much more frequent
army involvement in strike
struggl es.

ISOLATED

| Not that this bothers the T.U.
l eaders. Alex Kitson, National

not us.

® Organise public meetings and
canvasses throughout the country.
Demonstrate the real voice of the
Labaar Party. :

® Mandate the MPs to follow the
decisions of Labour Party Confer-

It is they who must conform
wi th us, not the other way round.

® For European workers unity. For an
all European Conferenee of Labour
organizations to plan a united
struggle against the Common Market
of the monopol ies.

@ Struggle for a Labour Government

Crnre.

Officer of the Transport and
General Workers Union, stated
that the consequences of bring-
ing in troops were ¢‘very grave’
This has not made him declare
the strike offical. He prefers
to leave the drivers isolated
so as to force them to return
to work more easily.

T

The electricians on the other
hand are preparing to call for
concrete solidarity action. The
el ectricians strike committee
chairman, George Kelly, has
said, *Our struggle is completely

prepared to take on the power of bound up with that of the

the capitalists in Britain. Fight : dust-men*. The mounting of
for a Socialist Britain, as a base § Jjoint pickets at the refuse
from which to struggle for a Unitedl depots shows how the strikers
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| enormous betrayal of the working class.

break the nine week old dust-

strike and enforce the social con-trick.

But what of the army? It 1is
there to fulfill its role: to
defend the interests of the
ruling class. The ruling class
needs the social contract. The
army is enforcing it. Northern
Ireland has come to Britain.
The biggest health hazard is
the stench emanating from the
betrayal of the so-called Labour
Council there which will not
even negotiate with the drivers

and the electriciansSe
SOLIDARITY

Solidarity action is now
essential to force the Council U

con®ede the claims and force the
Government to withdraw troops. 1
Communist Party dominated Trade:
Council. avoids doing this.
Stalinist Trades Council Secre-
tary John Reidford has said that
the Trades Council is backing
the official leaders who are
doing precisely nothing. This
poliey must be resisted and
militants should call for the
fellowing:

® General Strike in Glasgow
until the troops are with-
drawn!

® No retreat on the full claim!

® Thousands strong pickets at

every depot!

@ For a full trade union and
Labour Party enquiry into
actions of the Glasgow Gity
[.abour Council.

the
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TROOPS DUT MOVEMENT: demonst
tion ¢ April. Assembie 1.30pm, Clerke

_i well Green, march to Whitehall, London.
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IS LABOUR!S left-wing group
of MPs, the Tribune Group and
its allies like= Wedgwond Bena,
really serious in its opposition to
the European Economic Comm-
unity — the Comman Markeat?
We think not. The basis ST L
which they intend to organise
their campaign of opposition to the
Market could not imaginably  be
more remote from the real
! issues, and the real dangers tha!
surround membarship ofthis bloc
of European capitalist nations.,
Th= Tribunz case for gelting
out of the Market was revealed
at a mezting of Tribune MPs and
leading "Britain outer's" in the
London Co-op and elsewhere in
3 Committee room of thie House
of Commons in March, "They
need us than we aeed
tha2m", was the theme proposed
by Norman Buchan MP and heart-

morre

ily seconded by veteran left, lan
Mikardo.
IMAGE
The im-s.ge of IBI"LISSE]S b'.ll"*—

eaucrats' bumping ap th= price of
our food was seized upon with
jereat enthusiasm a3 being some-

thing which would "win the support

of the housewife". Thz notion of
'our Parliamzntary sovereigaty'
being taken awaey from us by the
EEC Commission was sxpected
to win ths votes of the...o.
no one really seemed
too sure of who that would win

actually,

the votes of, but anyway, it would

go down well with Enoch Powell
and Clive Jenkins.,

The speaker from the Britain
Out Campaign said that we needed
a new party for the purpose of

well

THE
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the Socialist Charter Movement.
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How not tofight the EEC

this referendum campaign;: one
that would embrace people from
"all walks of life and all political
persuasions.” The Tribune-ites
.of course agreed with him. And
when a speaker from the floor
sald that he had spent all his life
fighting against Tory supporters
of the capitalist system and didn't
see why the Labour movement
had any need of their support in
order to rally a working class
vote against the capitalist Common
Market, lan Mikardo said that he
felt insulted because this person
had told him to fight like a social-
ist and not like some gross addit-
ion to the political outlook of J..
Enoch Powell.

But the real issue behind the
Tribune "Britain Out" campaign,
is that these people cannot muster
a single effective argument that is

likely to convince those tens of

thousands of British working class
people who are currently threat-
ened with unemploymant, declining
living standards and savage attacks
on social services like health and
education, that they would be any
better off outside the Market.
When these left MPs try to build

up a case for saying that the EEC

increases Britain's trade deficit,
causes 'dear food' prices, and
threatens unemployment, they are

defeated at every turn by the Wil-

_Son—g_allaghan wing of the Labour

Labour council scabs

on Leeds electricians

by Graham Durham
AS THE LEEDS COUNCIL

electricians strike enters its
eighth week, the Labour Council
has called in private contractors
to man emergency services and
operate lifts in high-rise blocks.

The man responsible for ‘the
decision to employ scab labour is
Cllr. George Mudie, himself g
full-time official of NUPE.

The 150 men on strike are
part of an official national action
by the EEPTU claiming an
increased basic rate for Council
electricians from 73p an hour to
£1.23p an hour. The claim would
bring works department 'sparks'
into line with those iIn the
private sector and prevent council
electricians being used as cheap
labour,

The decision to employ scab
labour has come after a vigorous
campaign by the local press
regarding the dangers of non-
maintenence of lifts and the incon-
venience to pensioners living 1n
high-rise flats. However, as the

CHARTIST discovered when we

interviewed Harold Best (ETU
exec. member for Yorks. and
Humberside) the decision was

made during negotiations with the
union for more emergency
servicing in addition to the cover
already being provided. _
In a clear attempt to defend
his scab role Mudie has falsely
claimed that the electricians

are refusing to provide emerg-
ency servicing. But as Harold
Best pointed out - "How a full-
time trade -union official can

- organise strike breaking is beyond

me! He should have resigned.
There is no history of either
Tory or Labour councils scab-

bing on strikes in Leeds in this
manner. In terms of deceit,
Labour is setting a precedent by
bringing in private contractors in
the early hours of the morning."

Party. They point out that Britain
is less competitive than E urope,
and is growing poorer all the time.

The future of Britain lies in the

Common Market,these people ass-
ure us, but omit the important fact
that the EEC has no future at all.
Because of the capitalist squabbling
of the leading countries of the Nine,

European "unity ! will spring apart
like a busted piece of clockwork.

As we said in our last issue
of the Chartist (March):

", ..Now that recession—growing
unemployment, industrial stagnat-
ion, together
high rates of inflation are ripping
through the Nine countries; Eur-
opean unity is being exposed for
what it has always been: a unity
-of thieves squabbling over the
share of the spoils."

When the Market finally goes

- bust, the capitalist promoters of

British membership will find a
great need for the arguments of the
rightwing about "Greater Britain",
and "pride in our thousand years
of history". The monopoly capital-
ists will have need of these argu-
ments just as they will have need
of the people who wuse it: the
extreme right Tories and the fas-
cists of the National Front, to
physically smash the organised
labour movement in Britain, as
they did in Germany and ltaly
before the War. We say that the

At an angry meeting of Leeds
Labour Party General Manage-
ment Committee, Mudie accused
'communists' of leading the strike
and failing to make the real
negotiations known to the men.
But as Harold Best says - "The
strike has been solid throughout
the seven weeks. The only
workers to have gone back have
done on my instructions,
because since reorganisation,
they are no longer employed by
LLeeds Public Works Dept.. The
two CP members have been the
most moderate. One of them,
Ken Smith, has been deposed as
strike committee chairman
because the men thought he was

SO

with unbelievably @® No shared platforms

® Negotiate equitable
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L abour left is disarming the work-
ing class in the face of this threat
by giving credence to nationalistic
arguments about the "....proud
British", "British independence™,
and "Parliamentary sovereigaty",

The way to fight against the
EEC is by explaining the bank-
ruptcy of capitalism in Europe as'
well as in Britain and by makina
sure that an "out" vote in June is
backed up by determined class
action and leadership in the months
afterwards. This means struggling
in solidarity with the working

class across Europe, from East
to West., This is why we call on
the Labour Party leadership to
oppose the Common
the following class-struggle basis:

Mall'*ket

on

POLICY

with
Tories and the ultra-right! Let
the Labour movement stand on
its own feet 1in opposition to
capitalist Europe.

® Take up the fight in Europe!

Fight for the convening of a

conference of European labour
movements to hammer out a
strategy for uniting Europe un-
der the rule of the working
class. |
trade rel--
ations with the developing world.
E xtend trade relations with
Eastern Europe, Russia and]
the other bureaucratised work-
ers! states.
® Take up the fight in Britain!
Open the books of industry!
‘Work or full pay! A rising
scale of wages! No cuts in §

welfare services!

attempting a sell-out."

Clearly, the implications of
the actions of the Labour councils
are extremely serious. Both in
Glasgow where troops have been
called in to break the dustmen's
strike, and in Leeds, the Labour

Party must deal with its repr-
esentatives. In addition, . the
NUPE members in Leeds must

call Mudie to account for his
action at branch and district
level, We must make it clear

that the Labour Party and Trade
Union representatives are intheir
positions to lead the struggles of
workers and not to break them.

DONATIONS AND MESSAGES OF SUPPORT to:
Electricians Strike Committee, c/o Leeds Trades
Council Club, Saville Mount, Leeds 12.

m—

LABOUR RETREAT
ON CLAY CROSS:

AS WE G0 TO press, the

Government is putting through
Parliament its Housing Fin-
ance (Special Provisions) Bill.
The Bill exempts those Labour
Councillors who defied the Tories*
Housing Finance Act from surcharges
totalling more than £1 million. It
also removes from the Clay Cross
councillors a five year ban on
standing again in local elections.
But the Bill does not 1ift the
surcharge already imposed upon the
Clay Cross Councillors.

The CHARTIST interviewed DAVID
KINNER, one of the leading Clay

Cross councillors who was disqual-
ified.

"This Bill is a disgrace. It is
not carrying out the Labour Party
Conference decisions of 1972 and
1973, the latter was passed almost
unanimously—calling for all pen-
alties to be retrospectively
lifted. This Bill does not do it!
There were about 400 Labour

councillors in about 20 local
authorities, such as Camden, who
refused to implement the Housing
Finance Act at various stages.
They ran up deficits in the
Housing Revenue Account totalling
about £1% million. All this Bill
does is to prevent the District
Auditor in those authorities from
surcharging them and stopping
them from holding office.

That®?s good as far as it goes,
.but it doesn®’t go nearly far
enough. :

In Clay Cr s, we?ve already
been surcharged and disqualified.
Our disqualification is removed,
but we?*ve still got the £7,000
surcharge hanging round our necks,
as well as £5,000 costs. Never
mind about this Special Fund.
Who®s going to pay? It will be
Labour Party and trade union
activists who will pay a fine that
was imposed as part of a vendetts
against Clay Cross Council amd the
working claxs as a whole.

The Labour Government should
carry out Labour Party Conference

decisions. It should remove the
penalties at a stroke, And it
should remove the £1% million owed
by the local authorities. Other-
wise the rent-payer and the rate-
paver will have to pay.

We in Clay Cross Labour Party
demand this course of action.
Harold Wilson is trying to dictate
"to Transport House and to Labour
Party Conference--just look at his
behaviour on the Common Market. But
the day of reckoning is near, We
at rank and file level are the
Labour Party, not Wilson,
Callaghan, Jenkins and Prentice,
and not well-to-do trade unionists
like Jack Jones either. These are
the people who have allowed two
pickets to stay in jail. .

We must move forward to the
Labour Party Conference in Oct-
ober. Our first job is to get out
of theCancer Ward of the Common
Market—then we?1l remove the
cancer from our own party.

You? ve asked me my reactions.
I*m bloody disgusted!! '?




Womens TUC say
yes to abortion
ondemand

8Y FLIZABETH LAWSON

THE WOMEN!'S TUC Confer-
ence at Hastings on 13 and 14
March considered far wider
ranging topics than in previous
years. | he pretext was Inter -
national Women'!s Year: the fact
is, growing pressure from the
whole women'!s movement has
forced the TUC to discuss these

broader issues.

The . waw - an . -which the
Women'!s Advisory Committee
(some members sit on the TUC
General Couneil) lags behind

was shown by the carrying of
increasingly radical amendmzants
without their endorsement.
Discussion ranged from the EEC,
home-workers, transport, and
housing, to abortion and contra-
ception which had never  been
raised at this conference before.
Quite an achievement!

It was Pat Knight of Croydon
Trades Council who brought up
the question of abortion. She
asked why the TUC's "Twelve
aims for women at work," unlike
the "Working Women's Charter,"
does not include demands for the

rights- of abortion and contrac-
eption. She was brusquely
informed by Marie Paterson

from the chair that she should rest-
rict her remarks to the TUC
Charter which, however diluted
and amorphous it might be, was
the only official document, for
discussion by Conference.

UNDERLINED

Ethel Chipchase, for the
WAC, underlined this further by
stating that the TUC could not
possibly come out on such a
"controversial" issue when there
was no consensus in the individ-
ual trade wunions. (And there
certainly never could be without
discussion!) The time arrived to
debate the amendment which was
ably moved by Judith Gray on
behalf of ASTMS Medical
Practitioners Section. The plat-
form attempted to force her to

remit. She refused. And what had 1

originally been a motion calling
only for increased finances for
the NHS was amended to becomse
an overwhelming demand that the
TULIC should seriously campaign
for full contraception facilities
and zbortion on demand.
Unfortunately, what people
like Chipchase steadfastly refused
to recognise is that however one

talks endlessly on equal pay and
women's rights, none of _.these
can even begin to come about
without women achieving the

freedom to decide whether or not
they want children.

Simply regarding women as
beings® who sadly are burdened
with the vast majority of house-
hold tasks and treated as second
class citizens and must be helped
in their misfortune and treated
deferentially is _not sufficient.

The TUC must launch an
immediate fight around the demands
contained in the Working Womean!'s
Charter. All militants should
ensure that the demands are
transformed from mere words on
Paper into the living struggle of
working women as a whole.

N THESE IDAYS of developin

economic crisis, most
see the attack on their living stan-
dards firstly in the obvious forms
such as inflation. But there i1s also
a more subtle danger. The "Wel-
fare State", created after the last
war In response to mass press-
ure by labour, is being bled dry
by Government policy. The ex-
panding capitalist economy of the
50s and 60s could afford some
"welfare" crumbs for the people,

workers

but now public expenditure is seen
as a mere "burden" on the "prod-
uctive" free enterprise sector .
Basically, the capitalists want
enough social services to keep
their workforce in one piece, and
precious little more.

Healey's last budget
called for a limit of 23 per cent
real increase in public spending,
a drastic cut from the 7 per cent
growth rate of recent vears. The
recent Government White Paper
makes it clear that this period of
stagnation is to last till 1978-9 at
least. So much for the argument
of the "Social Contract" that we

Denis

have our wages kept down in
return for better social services!
The cuts are being operated
right across the board, often

through pressure on local auth-
orities.,

National Health Service

This is on the verge of collapse

In December 1973, &£l1llmillions

| wyere slashed by the Tories. At

the same time, drug firms annou-
nced record £353 million profits.
Labouris Social Services Sec-
retary, Barbara Castle, has res-
tored less than half the cuts! Yet
the British Medical Association
reckons that &£800 millions are
needed to maintain, let alone imp-
rove services. Meanwhile, as
the money-grubbing consultants
grow fat from their income from
private practice, hundreds die
for lack of modern equipment and
facilities that could save their lives

Housing

Homelessness and poor
ing get worse and worse,

hous-
es-

pecially in the big cities (a million

Londoners live in overcrowded
accomodation). Yet house building
is being cut to the lowest level
for yearse. The Gr*eater LDndQn
Council has just seen over half

Phnm: CHRIS DAVIES (Heport

R emember

CHARTIST, April 1975 . Page 3

g

Hcﬁp tal workers flght agall‘lst the G

of its requested cash for renov-
ating - council houses lopped off.
This will mean virtually no new

schemes will be started, leaving
thousands on pre-war slum est-
ates in misery, And rents will
soon be upped by up to £1 per
week on Housing Minister Cros-
land's instructions.

Transport

all the talk about
getting people to use their cars
less by subsidising and improving

public transport? Well, just as
the cost of petrol forces many of
us off the roads, the Labour

Government has decreed that the
subsidies for local bus transport
must be halved in the next two
or three years. This means,
1) more drastic fare increases :
2) goodbye to more of the hand-
ful of remaining routes in country
areas. London Transport fares
have just gone up by 36%—so
much for Labour's policy of free

fares!

Education

Again, most ' of the Tories'

swingeing cuts in finance have not
been re-instated by Reg Prent-
ice. In London alone, the school
building programme has been cut
from £5 million to £700,000. Anti-
quated Victorian schools will
remain in use even longer. Loc-
al education authorities will be un-
able to implement proper compre-
hensive schemes without new buil-
dings. Teacher shortages will
mean more part-time schooling.

Those in the greatest need will
not be spared. Especially in the
case of the True Blue Tory
Councils like Bexley., They tried

NO LEAD FROM LIASON COMMITTEE

ON SATURDAY, 22nd March
the Liason Cﬂmmlttee for the Def-
ence of Trade Unions met for the
first time in over a year. The LCD

TU,which is firmly controlled by the

Communist Party,was convened
to outline a campaign of "struggle"
to free the ' Shrewsbury Two! and
against the Social Contract. The

appalling attendance of 250-30C
was a reflection of the manner in

which the CP is at present org-
anising to free the 'Two'.
No real attempt was made
mobilise the working class or in-
deed the CPs industrialmember-
ship. As usual, a declarationwas
presented to the conference, but
no alternative proposals were
permitted and discussion from the

to

by John Quirke

floor was stifled,

The Conference called for a
"Day of Action" on May 1lst in ord-
er to free the 'Two !, but gave no
indication of how this was to be
organised. The call was placed

on the TUC but no meetings were

planned to ensure a massive
strike on this day.

The poor organisation and lack
of perspective from this confer-
znce goes hand in hand with the

winding up of the North Wales

Shrewsbury Defence Committee. :

Many CPF militants along with
thousands of other trade union-
ists will be asking: while Des
and Ric are still behind bars
how can the struggle to free them
be run down?

-------

for free
until the
Instead

to charge 50 pence
O.A.P.s bus passes,

GLC took them back.
of giving pensioners in Bexley
a meal a day for nine pence,
they will get one a week for 21
pence. One councillor said that
the old people, because of only
getting one meal, would enjoy it
that much more! This sort of
penny-pinching is becoming the
rule all over the place.

The fight against the cuts must
not be seen as a series of "single
issues’. In the first place, it
must be linked up with the strug
gle of rank and file members of
public service unions like NUT,
NALGO, NUPE and GMWU to

defend their wages and conditions.

Freezing

The *freezing' of job vacancies
in Tower Hamlets, for example,
has left 445 jobs out of 2,291 at the
Town Hall unfilled. The local
NALGO branch decided not to
do work caused by these vacan-
cies. Furthermore, we must not

let people be conned by gutter
press propaganda about ‘over-
paid and under-worked! local

government workers. Living stan-
dards of public service workers
have been falling behind for years.

Secondly, the rates issue must
be taken up. Many ratepayers
are working and middle class
people who can ill-afford 40% or
50% increases on top of existing
inflation. Their justifiable indig-
nation can be used by fascist
groups like the National Front
as a battering ram to further
bludgeon local authority services.

The answer is to avoid a fake
'choice' between higher rates
and worse services and oppose
both. This needs a campaign by

unions and Labour Parties for
the big city couthicils to defy the
Government on this iIssue; and
mobilize support from tenants

AND ratepayers.

The Government will reply that
we can't afford! to bail out local
councils. The answer is clear:
to NATIONALISE THE BANKS,
which swallow a third of local
authority income in debt charges.
Or, to put it another way, 90%
of council rents is the equivalent
of the sum required to pay the
interest on money loaned from the
the finance houses. ‘We can fur-
ther ask, how is it that a Lab-

our Government can afford mas-

sive handouts.to the police and
private industry but reduce ex-
penditure on social services to

a nil-growth level?
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brought into conflict with Transport House and
the Party NEC. The NEC can refuse permission
the relection of another candidate.

THE FOLLOWING article has been submitted to
the CHARTIST by a member of Newham North

East ConstituencyLabour Party. It shows the for

extent to which the fight to remove Labour
_wication Secretary, Reg Prentice,- from his
Newhamseat has advanced. Since the article
was recejved further significant developments
have occurred in Newham N.E.

On March 13, the AP Executive Committee met.
Of the rnumereus resolutions on the agenda crit-
ical of Prentice a motion expressing no con-
fidence in him was passed by a substantial
two-to-one majority. As we go to press the
General Management Committee meets, with
Prentice in attendance, to vote on the recomm-
endation. If passed it will mean Prentice has
lost the support of his local Pariy.

But this does not mean the automatic removal
of Prentice or the loss of his seat. Three
obstacles stand in the way. Firstly, Prentice
himsel f. He has stated on several occasions
that he will never be driven from public office.
Even to the point of defying the decisions and
wishes of Labour Party members.

Secondly, a motion of no canfidence will
start the prawess whereby Newham N.E. will be

An Inside Report from Newham N.E. Labour Party

THE inevitable removal of Reg
Prentice from his sinecure in the
Cabinet has now come about in
all but fact. The time and manner
of his departure must now be
matters which are at the forefront
of Harold Wilson's mind. There
have been comments from some
sections that this demotion might
well be the cause for rebellion
by right-wing groupings of MPs
within the Farliamentary Labour
Party. The strength of this argu-
ment can best be explored by
examining R eg Prentice's standing
with the Party members of his
Constituency. :

Towards the end of 1973, foll-

owing demands by Reg Prentice.

such as calling for "moderates to
stand up and be counted", he was
confronted by a growing tide of
criticism and censure from Constit-
uency members. Indeed, during
the course of amassively attended
G.M.C. (Labour Party Manage-
ment Committee ), a formal vote of
"No Confidence'! was narrowly
defeated by just 4 votes. One
would have thought that, in view
of this, Prentice would have tak-
en steps to reconsider his political
stance and standing. However, not
to be content with his ongoing
carping and sniping at the active
trade unionistsin the country, he
actually went on to say in his
October '74 Election Address that
what this country needed most was
"A Government of National Unity",
(nothing here about 4 Labour Cov-
ernment!). Again, whilst continu—
ing to show a monumental inability
for his own Departmental respons-
ibilities, he had continued to fire his
broadsides at both our trade union
comrades and his Cabinet
colleagues.

Shrewsbury Pickets

Remember his attitude to the
Shrewsbury pickets and our com-
rades still imprisoned on charges

of conspiracy? Our Reg displayed _

absolutely no concern with their
imprisonment or about the princip-
les involved. His only action was
to refuse to meet any delegations
who wished to speak to him on the
subject, no matter what their
views on the issue might be. His
only major public statement on the
matter was to go on to say that
any attempt to free the comrades
involved was just going to turn
them into "working class heroes!',

As a result of his comments
and aftitudes on the Shrewsbury
pickets and his own constituency
FParty members, the Newham
N.E. L.P. received numszsrous
motions from trade unions, Trade

Final ly, under the Labour Party reorganization
proposal s, Newham N.E.s new structure has e
received the approval of the NEC. Prentice
could well go to the Regional Committee on this
basis and declare the vote unconstitutional and
theref ae null and void.

What is clear is that Prentice's agays in the
Labour Party as an MP are numbered. It is high
time that the fate of Prentice became that of
those other fifth-columists, Mayhew (ex-Lahour
MFP for Woolwich East and Taverne (ex-Labour MP
for Lincoln),

Prentice though, is merely the tip of an ice- .

berg of Labour Party politicians who have long

ago abandoned (or never possessed) any committ-

menft to socialism or working class interests.
At a time of deep-seated crisis for British

capitalism the Labour movement needs a consistent

socialist leadership. A leadership which will
not collaborate with our class enemies but will

carry the struggle for state power and a workers’

government through to the end. Prentice and many

more in our Party stand in the way of this fight.

Councils, Young Socialist groups
and other Constituency FParties
calling for his dismissal, votes of
censure or No Confidence, and
expulsion from the Party.

In view of the outrage which
existed at the time, there can be
no doubt that Prentice was treated
very leniently by the Newham
G.M.C. On this occasion, the
G.M.C. unanimously moved a
motion of Censure - on
him. Once again, one would have
thought that anyone, with any
degree of common sense,
have paused to reflect on not only

Severe

Wou}d

how suited was he to represent

a Constituency who's views were
so markedly different

own but, also, were the policies

and programme of the Labour
Party the most apt platform from
which he should be displaying his
poldgcal views.,

Nzedless to say, because of

his political views, it wasn't long

before he had blundered himself

into yet another highly embarass-
ing situation.

the Newham G.M.C. in January
of this year, were
passed in various wards about his

comments

suitability to represent the Constit-

uency as a Labour MP,
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Prentice refused to soo woikers whe had marelodd £
Parliamenl to demand the release of Lhe Shrewsbury Two,
such

As a direct result of

comments by members of Central
Ward, it was proposed by one
members of the
‘Ward that Reg Prentice be invited
to attend an informal meeting with
The under-
lying purpose of such a meeting
being to establish a better relat-
Prentice and

Constituency

of the senior

the Ward members.

ionship between
members of the

Party. In compliance with the
Tony Kelly,

members! wishes,

the Ward Secretary wrote to Reg
Prentice and invited him to meet

from his

Following on the
heels of the vote of censure by

local Labour Party me mbers and
talk to them for a short space of
time on a subject to be chosen by
The date of the
meeting was also largely left to
Prentice in order that he should
not be too inconvenienced by it,

The topic which he
talk about for the evening was
"The Current Political Situation'.
The Ward officers accepted both
his choice of topic and his sugg-
ested date (28th February), In
informal

Reg Prentice.

order to preserve the
and local nature of the me=eting for

the night, the Ward
regretfully turn down requests to

attend which had been sent to the

Ward Secretary by other Labour

Party members.

On the night of the meeting,
Prentice talked on his chosen
them= (The Current Political Sit-
uation) y in the course of which
he touched on education, unem-
ployment, inflation, the EEC ref-
erendum and, 1in passing, ‘ the
Social Contract. This talk lasted
for some 35 minutes and was given
to an audience of three Ward Off-
icers and nine members. Hardly
a venue you might think for major
aspects of
pro-

pronouncements on
policy, or criticism about
gress on his own Department, let
alone a Dezepartment whizh is the
responsibility of a Cabinet collegue.

To further compound his polit-
ical mis-judgement, he did not, in
fact, deliver his infamous "welsh-
simply
press

ing" speech at all. He
announced to the natienal
his intention to do so! Whilst he
made a brief comment during the
course of his talk to the effect that
a press release had been 'pre-
viously" issued, he did not inform
those present that it was supp-
osed to contain the address which
he was giving that evening. The
actual fext of the press release

chose to.

elected to

GAN NEWHAM
REMOVE
PRENTIGE ?

was never revealed to the mem-
bers at any time during the eve-
ning & |

Feeling that he had got away
with a highly dubious piece of in-
Party back-stabbing, our Reg
was riding on the crest of a wave
until his most ardent supporters
read their Saturday morning
Daily Expresses. Here, they
thought, was a 'Trotskyist-in-
spired plot' imputing Reg with
having said outrageous things
about the Social Contract and our
trade union comrades. T hey knew
better! They had been to the
meeting and listened to him gloss
over a whole range of subjects
without going into any of them In
any sort of depth. What they had
considered to be a highly solid
and non-controversial talk.

problems

Here was where Reg's prob-
lems really started! The first to
complain about the press release
which he had given out were those
who, under other circumstances,
would normally have given him
their support. They could not
believe that Reg could have let
THEM down by doing such a
thing behind their backs!...and
not to have made the speech as
welll

Subsequently, a press state-
ment was issued by Tony Kelly
on behalf of the Ward. The state-
ment indicated that the main
reason for having called the
meeting was an attemptto reduce
the growing ill-feeling towards
Prentice and to improve his stan-
ding amongst the Constituency
members. Furthermore, that
whilst the Social Contract had
been mentioned in passing, there
had not been any major pronoun-
cements on it and, the term.
"welshing" was never used in
the presence of members.



The entire Trade Union Move-
ment has been deeply outraged
by the continuous insults which
he has directed at them, and he
has now gone beyond the limits
even of the extraordinary degree
of tolerance which has been
shown him by his own union the
Tl Wl s At a Regional
Meeting to 'be held this month, a
decision as to whether he should
be excluded from the list of spon-
sored M.P.s is being put up for
consideration. When Prentice is
dropped from the T.G.W.U. list
of M.P.s he will be in a position
whereby, should he still wish to
stand as a candidate, he would
have to fund his own
entirely.

Judging from Prentice's late-
st press statements he is already
aware of the almost inevitable
chain of events which must now
follow. When confronted with the
question of his suitability to be a
Labour Party M.P., he replied
by saying that whether or not he
became an M.P. or not rested
with the electorate of

60,000 people. Of course this
would be so if he now intended
to fight the seat as an independ-
ent candidate in any forthcoming
General Election against an off-
icial Labour Party candidate!..
This threat coming from a sitting

member of our present Labour
Party Cabinet!
Resignation insufficient
Reg Prenrtice golsive s
« o o FHlis resignation is no longer
sufficient! He must not be allow-
ed to continue to expound his
cancerous views from within the
ranks of the Labour Party! It
may well be that he intends to
leave the Party of his own
accord, but we must not wait for
this decision to be made on the
basis of how politically advant-
ageous it is to Reg Prentice.
His immediate expulsion from
the Labour Party must follow his
rejection by Newham North-East

campalgn

some

must

Gl .. Make sure that vyour
comrades in Newham know that
they have your total support in
the task that is before them !

Harold Wilson is not faced with
the hard choice that on first glance
might appear to have to be made.
The scalpel is in the hands of
our comrades in Newham North-

East; the task must fall to them
to remove this alien parasite
from the body of the Labour

movement. There are political
parties which might be able to
contain political views such as

his, but the LABOUR PARTY

is not one of them!

Prentice and the Tribune Group

UP TILL 1972, Reg Prentice
was vVery much a nonentity as
a Labour MP. During the 1966-
70 Wilson administration he had
been a junior Minister of Educat-
ion,” Minister of Public Building
and Works and then of Overseas
He resigned from
the government in 1969 in
peculiar circumstances. Benn
said at the time,"People like Reg
Prentice are the soul of the
Labour Party."

Buat ibh - 1972, .as : shadow
Minister for Employment, he
made his notorious attack on the
five dockers gaoled in Pentonville
prison under the Tory Industrial
Relations Act. This,
statements attacking trade union-

Development.

and other

"It is no good blaming the declared enemies of
the social contract...The fault lies with those
who allow them to get away with it. Every member
of the TUC should stump the country in support of
the social contract. Every leading figure at
district and branch level should give the same
message. Every individual trade unionist must
accept his personal share of responsibility. The
contract was agreed by his delegates in his name.
"The Government have kept their side of the
bargain. The trade unions must not welsh on theirs".

REG PRENTICE, Education Secretary. February 28th.

1T'HE Labour Government's social
contract policies have opened the
door to dangerous attacks upon the
trade unions from all wings of the
Labour leadership. Harold Wilscn,
Denis Healey, Anthony Crosland
and Michael Foot——all these are
calling on workers to accept wage
cuts to preserve the profits of the
employers. And all these are in-
timidating trade unionists by using
the threat of mass unemployment.

‘Economic liliteracy’

Reg Prentice is merely the
most blatant exponent of these
crude anti working class policies.
Y et Michael F'oot, himself a pass-
ionate supporter 'of the social
contract, accused Prentice of
"economic illiteracy". He declared
that it was "economic illiteracy for
anyone to talk as though the wages
problem is the only problem, and
that other parts of the social con-
tract are irrelevant."

The CHARTIST is always
very pleased to see those on the
Left stand up for once, and
attack outright enemies of the
working class such as Prentice.
But we cannot help asking EFoot—
just how much-of a fight are you
putting up, and what alternative
girategy are you putting forward?
It's no use whatsoever attacking
Prentice, and then at thsz same
time accepting the main premises
of his argument.

The basis of Prentice's argu-
ment is that wages cause inflation.
But the price of labour power-
(wages) 1is only one of many
commodities which are rising in
price and to put the blame for all
other price increases on one
particular commodity—namely lab-
our power, flies in the face of
reality. Moreover, the working
class has no control over prices.
It is the big monopolies and
commodity speculators who con-
trol and continue to raise prices
in an attempt to boost profits.

Instead of leading a struggle to

take power from the capitalist
monopolies and developing the
fight for workers' control of

production—the only way to end

ists fighting for their rights,
laced with defence of the "rule of
law", brought him into prominence.

These events tended to
obscure a far more serious
development, For in November

1972, the Tribune Group adopted
Prentice as a candidate for the
Tribune slate in the Shadow
Cabinet elections. As a result of
this sponsorship, Prentice cams
top of the poll. So at a time
when Prentice had provoked the
anger and hostility of the organ-
ised labour movement he was
being embraced and promoted by
the ostensibly left Tribunites.
The circumstances of this at
first sight bizarre event was
Prentice's reputed opposition to

une C—Iroup?

L by Graham 3ash ]

"No Government even in ordinary times, let alone
a time of world economic crisis, could have gone
further in fulfilling the tems of the contract.
That is why we, all of us, have the right now to
ask that the lead given by our partners in the
original contract finalised two years ago— the
TUC General Council — be followed and their
guidel ines observed and honoured”.

HAROLD WILSON, Prime Minister. March 3rd.

inflation, Foot absolves the cap-
italists and tells workers to make
sacrifices.

F'oot, by attacking merely the
form of Prentice's arguments on
the Social Contract, and not the
content, accepts his conclusions,

Big Lie

The big lie that wages are
responsible for inflation must not
be accepted. Even official figures
show this to be false. The recent
_publication of F'ebruary wage
rises by the Department of Em-
ployment shows an annual aver~
age increase of almost 30 per cent,

This has been eagerly snatched
up by the capitalist press . "Wages

running ahead of prices" the
headlines screamed.

Even by using the 'average'
figure of 30 per cent which

disguises the fact that low income
workers do less wellin achieving
wage rises than highly organized
workers, we can see wages are
running well BELOW the rate
of inflation.

Figures published by the Organ-
ization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD)showead
that prices in Britain rose by 2.6
per cent in January. This is an
annual rate of 32 per cent. Clearly
wages are already behind. But
when we deduct increased tax,
insurance and loss of earnings-
related benefits wage Iincreases

are much closer tothe 20% mark.
Overall it is incontestable that

the Common Market. Vouched
for by Fred Peart - now a pro-
marketeer - as "rock-solid"
against the EEC, Prentice was
seen as a valuable ally.

Now an ardent supporter of
the Common Market and an even
more outspoken critic of the
trede union movemsant, he point-
blank refused to see 3 delegation
from his East Ham constituency
on the Jan.lij TUC iobby .for
the Shrewsbury 2. His adoption
tells us more about the Tribune
Group than about Reg Prentice.

Many Labour Party members
and supporters will be .asking
how many more Prentices lurk
in the cosy confines of the Trib-
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Just Following ‘Our’ Leaders!

"The Social Contract remains our best shield
against worsening inflation and rising unemploy-
ment".

MICHAEL FOOT, Secretary of State for Employment
February [4th.

o

"It is better that more people should be in work
even if that means accepting lower wage increases
on average, than that those lucky enough to keep
the ir jobs should scoop the pool while mi'llions
are living on the dole".

DENI S HEALEY, Chancellor of Exchequer,
January |0th.

"There have still been too many groups which have
settled outside the Contract. In doing so, they
damage the country and ultimately they damage
themselves...| am a strong suoporter of the Social

Contract, for the only practical alternative now
available would be either deliberately to create

or openly to tolerate large scale unemployment".
ANTHONY CROSLAND, Secretary of State for the
Envirommdnt. - February 24th.

the value of real wages — even
according to the social contract
dictum—are not keeping pace with
the soaring cost of living.

Emotive Language

Foot, ignoring these points,
attacks Prentice, above all, bec=-
ause the latter's emotive language
makes it more difficult for Foot
to persuade trade union leaders
to accept wage restraint. As the
Financial Times put it, "Mr Wil-
son is known to be furious, how- .
ever, at the emotive phrases used
by Mr Prentice which he believed
have made Mr Foot's delicate rel-

“ations with the unions harder to

maintain." F'oot had made some
progress, particularly with trade
union leaders-such as Len Murray
who had promised that "It is not
our policy that unions should base
claims on anticipated future price-
increases." |

Michael F oot should realise that

in order to produce a strategy for
fighting inflation it is first necess-

ary to understand what causes it.

No serious analysis of price rises

could concludeg that they are prod-

uced by - workers fighting ifor

a better standard of living. We

reject the sort of "economic illit=

eracy!" which says that one man's

wage increase is ancther man's

dole queue, We call upon the L.ab-

our Government, if they wish to
maintain this view, to provide

the Labour movement with the

actual facts and figures of the case

by opening the books of industry.

On the basis of this concrete

information the fight for a cast-

iron defense of living standards—
a rising scale of wages and a
sliding scale of hours without loss
of pay can immeasurably be stren-
gthened. It will also reveal that
workers can accept no responsi-
bility for inflation and the capitalist
Crisis.
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rorrucaL: - After Bank Na

LAST MONTH, the workers of
Portugal shook the world. On
March 11, at 11.30 in the mor-
ning, supporters of former-fas—
cist General Spinola, including
most of the Portugueze air force,
attempted a military coup. What
happened next was perhaps the
most important development in
Europe since the war.

WOEKERS’ RESPONSF

As planes and Paratroops at-
tacked the barracks of the First
Light Artillery Regiment (well-
known for its left~-wing sympath-
ies) on the outskirts of Lisbon,
workers all over the country
were roused. Factory sirens
began wailing continuously in
Barreiro, an industrial district
south of Lisbon. Workers
streamed out of the factories and
formed barricades and pickets
across all the main roads. In
Sacavem, near the bombarded
barracks, four bulldozers and
tons of cement blocked the main
road. Outside the bombarded
barracks a crowd began to mass,
The "Spinolist" paratroops, sur-
rounded, were shouted at: "The
people are not with you!" Defegt—
ed and confused, they began han-
ding out theipr weapons to the
crowd.

DUAL POWER

Within the state, a new force
was arising-—a "state within a |
state""—with its own armed forces
and instruments of rule. All over
the country, known fascists and
their financial backers were arr-
ested by groups of armed work-
ers. Cars were stopped and
searched. The frontier roads to
Spain were blocked, Newspaper
workers printed special editions
of the main papers, and thous-
ands of leaflets were distributed.
Huge demonstrations jammed the
streets of the main cities.

The bank workers went on
strike to prevent the capitalists
from transferring their money
abroad. Ignoring the rules of
capitalist "confidentiality", they
published documents showing to
all how the bankers had been
secretly financing fascist parties
and pocketing huge sums for
themselves and their relatives
into the bargain. The bank-
workers refused to return to
work unless the banks were
immediately nationalized, many of
them even threatening to seize
the banks themselves if this were

not done. :
The workers'! official leaders

were helpless. Ever since the
"democratic" revolution of April

- 23 last year, the Communist
leaders had been against arming
the workers, against strikes and
occupations which threatened the
"stability of the economy", against
exposing the capitalists! books
and secret documents, against
nationalizingsany major sectors of
the economy. Now they looked
on helplessly as their own rank-
and-file supporters outstripped
them and power slipped into the
factories and streets.

Eating their former words, the
"democratic" Army officers and
Communists in charge of the Pro-
visional Government had to bow to
the new power. They had to nat-
ionalize the banks—an enormously

tionalisation

WHIGH WAY NOW? ___

THE STRUGGLE FOR PORTUGAL I$§ REFLECTED IN THIS LISBON STREET SCENE: ANGRY CROWD BESIEGES NATIONAL GUARD HEADQUARTERS

important step in Portugal where
the banks have a large stake in
all sectors of industry and the
economy. They had to imprison
39 military officers and most of
the country's top bankers and

financiers who had been arrested

by groups of workers and sol-
diers. And they have had to
leave workers holding, in some

cases, arms; and in many cases

a large share of control in many
of the largest factories in Portu-
gal.

THRUST FROM BELOW

Ever since the revolution first
broke out on Aopril 25 last year,
the pattern has been the same:
it has been the ordinary work-
ers and rank-and-file soldiers
who have forced the pace, while
their leaders have tried to hold
them back. It was so when the
fascist regims was overturned :
General Spinola completely op-
posed the revolutionary "coup"
carried out by junior officers,
who themselves acted only to
contain the mounting anger of
the lower ranks and of the
working class throughout
Portugal. It was so a few
weeks later, when the workers
exercised their new-found free-
doms with a tremendous strike-
wave, which the Communist
leaders denounced as "the first
offensive of fascist reaction". It
was the same pattern again in
July, when President Spinola
dismissed his Cabinet and attem-
pted to give himself "Gaullist"
presidential powers, The Armed
Forces Movement and the Com-
munists acted only at the last
moment, when it was clear that
faillure to do so would have led

to an explosion of anger from the

working class. And the pattern
was repeated in September,
when a right-wing rally linked
with a coup attempt was foiled
by tremendous workers' dem-
onstrations and the refusal of a
battalion of paratroops to obey
Spinola's orders.

FAR-REACHING
Last month's attempt at coun-

ter revolution—the third in less
than a year—has had the most

far reaching effects of all. The
Army is now deeply split, with
the overwhelming mass of the
lower ranks on the side of the
workers., There can now be no
question but that the workers
could take power quickly and
with little or no bloodshed if only
their leaders wanted to.

UNITY WITH LIBERALS

'What arguments can the Com-

munist leaders now put up against

fighting to take full power from
the capitalist state? The need for
unity with the Catholic and Lib-
eral parties? Last May, the
Communists insisted that "the
most urgent tasks at the moment
for Portugal are the unity
between Communists, Socialists,
Catholics, Liberals and others."
(Morning Star, May 18). This

was used as an argument against

demands for nationalization. But
the workers have now forced

the banning of the so-called 1 S

eral" and "Christian Democrat"
parties, along with the "Centre
Democrats" and others. These
parties were led by former fas-
cists and found to be storing
weapons and engaging in armed
fascist conspiracies. This was
bound to be the case, because
in a backward country like Popr-
tugal, the capitalists are too
weak to be able to contain the
power of the working class by
democratic means.

FREE ELECTIONS

This is exactly the reason why
all the other Communist argum-
ents about the need for unity
with "democrats" in the common
struggle for "democracy" are
nonsensical. In relation to the
question of "free elections", a
real Communist party in the
present situation would put for-
ward a perfectly clear and con-
sistent argument. It would dec-
lare that if all the workers!
parties and organizations—in-
cluding the lower ranks of the
Armed Forces and any officers
elected by them—were to des-
troy the remnants of the fas-
cist state now, along with the
capitalist class it protects, the
way to free elections would be
made not harder but easier.

Of course, when even the
ruling class itself is forced to
concede elections—however
sham these may be—it may be
useful to participate. Unfortun-
ately, the elections planned for
April 25 will be unusually mean-
ingless even by usual bourgeois
standards. The ruling army
officers of the so-called "R ev-
olutionary Council" will continue
to hold real power, whoever
"wins™",

ALTERNATIVE

Instead of fostering illusions
in this charade, a real Com-
munist party would be the
formost advocate of genuinely
free elections, insisting on
complete freedom for ali par-
ties except, of course, those
engaged in armed attempts to
restore the fascist regime.

UNITED FRONT

What is needed now in Port-
ugal is a united front of all the
workers'! parties, not only to
defend the democratic gains of
the revolution but also to take full
power from the remnants of the
fascist state apparatus and the
class it represents. The seizure
of power by the jointly-organized
workers'! parties could only be
carried out in an atmosphere of
fullest workers'! democracy. To
unite the various parties, genuin-
ely democratic councils of work-
ers should be formed on the
model of the original R ussian
Soviets of 1917. Only the united
efforts and initiatives of gll the
workers! parties could establish
and defend such councils. The
only possible grounds for expuls-
ion from them would be the use
of violence by a party against a
fellow working class organization.

REAL DEMOCRACY

The transfer of power to these
councils would enable the whole
working class to choose for itself
its own future. Which industries to
nationalize, when and how to do
it, how to manage the various in-
dustries—all these questions could
be decided by the workers them-
selves in elections held in every
factory and work-place in the
country. The workers would nat-
urally insist on the right immed-
tately to recall their represent-
atives at any time. And they
would insist that those elected
should have real power to act
and carry out decisions directly,

WORKERS’ POWER

The Communist Party insists
that the fundamental prerequisite
for all further progress in Port-
ugal is democracy. They are
right. What they obscure is the
fact which all recent experience
in Portugal has proven—that the
only class with a real interest
in democracy is the working
class, and that only when the
different parties and organizat-
ions of the working class have
full power can a ‘genuine proc-

ess of "democratization™" begin

to unfold.




INDOCHINA: | Jberation

forces near to victory

THE AMERICAN puppet govern-
Cambodia and South
suffered severe
since the begin-

In fact, it was
that the

ments in
Vietnam have

military defeats
ing of the year.
on New Year's Day

Khmer Rouge - a 75,000 strong .

mishmash of Hanoi aligned stalin-

ists and supporters of deposed
President Sihanouk - launched
their new offensive which has

given them control over virtually
the entire length of the Mekong
river from the South Vietnam
border to the capital Phnom PFenh.
They have also now surrounded
the capital which, though poorly
defended in places, has not yet
received a direct assault.

air-lift
The neighbouring airport of

Pochentong has for weeks been
under rocket and artillery attack.
This has hampered to some de-
gree the airlifting of arms and
food by the U.S. government.
It is only this air lift which is
prolonging the life of the present
Cambodian government under
Lon Nol.

This regime came Iinto being
in 1970 after President Sihanouk
was overthrown in a CIA direct-
ed coup. Now there is almost no

question of U.S. troops being

REVIEW::

THE PUBLICATION of the
"Aiternative White Paper on Ire-
land" by the Troops Out Move-
ment (TOM) is a significant con-
tribution to the campaign against
British imperialism in Ireland.

Beginning from a recognition that
the central question is the with-
drawal of British troops, the
TOM pamphlet attempts to set the
current manouvres of the Labour
Government in their overall hist-
orical context. In this way, it
provides socialists with an arsenal
of information which can be used
to combat the anti-lrish nation-
alism that 1is rife inthe Labour
and trade union movement.

artificial
The pamphlet draws detailed

attention to the thoroughly art-
ificial nature of the six-county
Northern Ireland statelet,explain-

ing that the partition of Ireland
was ‘''clearly a totally undemo-
cratic act, being" against the

expressed will of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Irish  people,"
who had given a decisive verdict
in favour of independence in the
1918 Gezneral Election by return-

ing 75 Sinn Fein MPs out of a
total of 103 seats. The response
of British imperialism to this
expression of Irish national

aspirations was to try using the
"Black and Tans" to murder,
torture and burn the Irish people
into submission with tactics which
Hitlerite fascism was to learn
many lessons from. The Irish
people organised militarily through
the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
to defend themselves and
ually inflict defeat on the

event-
British
Army.

At a time when DBritish policy
was Iin tatters, the Dbourgeois
nationalist leaders of the IRA

by Clive Pullinger

sent in as in 1970 two months

after the coup. The American

government wants to
pouring money in to prop up the
Lon Nol regime but is facing
opposition from the U.S. Con-
gress.

continue

Khmer Rnugé leader Khieu Samphan and Sihanouk

The most dramatic turn ©f
events has come about in adjacent

Vietnam. The NLF and North

Vietnamese armies following on
from their capture of Phuoc Long
province in January have taken

the Central Highlands town of
Ban Me Thuot. A  widespread
rout of government forces foll-

.l-.‘]
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Guerrilla troops of the Khmer Rouge

the abandonment of
like Quang Tri,
and An Loc

owed with
key towns
Pleiku, Kontum,
with the old imperial capital of
Hue under seige as this paper
goes to press,

The NLF now entirely controls
nine out of South Vietnam's 44
provinces. ‘With Highway One,
the main road connecting Saigon
with the North of the country cut,
the government troops in the
North around Da Nang will
have to be supplied by air and
sea.
strategy of the
and Khmer Rouge is the
same. FPhnom Penhis surround-
ed but the Khmer Rouge have
not attempted to take it. The
military situation around Saigon
is pointing in the same direction.

Liberation forces in both
countries are trying to bring

pressure on what they see as the
more progressive elements
amongst the ruling class to bring
about coalition governments and
what the U.S. embassy in
Phnom Penh now also want, an
lorderly transfer of power!

The political
NLF

Alternative White Paper on Ireland by T,0.M.

It is unlikely that Prince Sihanouk

will be returned to power by
the Khmer Rouge in the way

King Michael of Rumania was by
Stalin at the end of World War ll.
Sihanouk is too shrewd and
knows such a popular front gov-
ernment, given 'the present bal-

ance of forces would only be a
temporary step towards the forma-

tion of a deformed workers state
Hence Sihanouks offer to become
a "roving ambassador" for a
Khmer Rouge government.

Clearly what the stalinists 1n
Moscow, in Peking and Hanoi
fear most is the possibility of a
mass uprising which would undenr-
mine the present bureaucratic
leadership of the Indochinese
workers and peasants and lead
to the formation of a democratic
workérs state. Even if a revo-
lutionary socialist leadership does
not emerge in Indochina during
the next period it would be wrong
to ignore the significant defeat the
formation of even deformed
workers states in Cambodia and
South Vietnam would be for
American imperialism.

_‘TROOPS OUT’ IS THE MESSAGE

by
Peter Gold

helped it off the hook by signing
the 1921 Treaty which established
John Bull's political slum—the
Ulster statelet.

Since 1921, all British policy
has been devoted to cobbling
together a political justification
for this reactionary partition of
Ireland and maintaining, when
necessary, with force, the Prot-
estant Ascendancy which buttress-
es it. The pamphlet shows very
effectively how this was done up
until 1968 through "gerrymander-
ing", that is, fixing the electoral
boundaries to achieve the des-
ired results: "The Unionists had
a majority only in an unbroken
area smaller than two counties.

Of the one and a quarter million
people of the six counties at the

time of Partition,more than half
were concentrated in the city of
Belfast, in County Antrim and

the northern half of CountyDown.
In this area there were 552,000
Unionists, and 149,000 National-
ists. In the four and a half re-
maining counties, there were
281,000 Nationalists and 268,000
Unionists. "

Thus, despite the fact that the
republican population had the
dominant part of the population

" WThe Loyalist-Protestant

in 4+ of the six counties, the
Unionists gave themselves an in-
built majority by fixing the elect-
oral boundaries.

Since 1945, the bulk of British
investment has been channelled
into the twenty-six county R epublic
which has led to a diminishing
role for the six counties in the
overall designs of British imper-

jalism. Southern Ireland i1s now
British capital's third largest
market. The Protestant Ascend-

ancy nowadays gets in the way

of this. As we said in the Jan-
uary issue of the Chartist:

mon -
ster has got out of control and
has the power to upsetthe plans
of its British creator....it 1s a
major obstacle to long-term Brit-
ish imperialist policy in Ireland,
which rests on the cultivation of
profitable economic relations with
the whole of Ireland...The det-
ermination of the Catholic work-
ers to defend  themselves and
the refusal of the protestants to
accept any reduction in their
illusory privileges now grip the
ruling class's policy like the

jaws of a vice."

Since 1970, four attempts have
been made to solve this crisis —
all backed by the force of the
British army. Stormont failed ;
Direct Rule failed; the short-lived
Sunningdale Executive failed —
brought down by the Ulster
Workers'! Council "strike", and
now direct rule has been restored.

All these failures testify to
the fact that there can be no
"Bpritish solution" for Ireland,

which is why all socialists should
recognise the importance ofthe
fight for the withdrawal of DBrit-
ish troops and for Irish national
self-determination. The pamphlet
correctly asserts that only the
recognition of lrelands' right to
total independence provide
any answers for the Irish people.

The first step towards this is
the immediate and complete with-

can

drawal from N. Ireland of the
British army which is not and
never could be neutral. To build

a mass movement in the working

class for these internationalist
demands against the L abour
Government's treachery 1s now

an urgent need. It is nota quest-
ion of the troops "gobbling up
the public money" nor of "letting
the Irish kill each other'.

" The interests of Irish and British
workers are identicals For that
reason, we must stand In full
solidarity with the struggle against
British imperialism. It is essent-
ial that British socialists under-
stand the real history of imper-
ialism in Ireland and the need
to get the troops out. This pam-
phlet will help us all in the fight
for that understanding.

Available from Brixton Books Service,
82, loughborough Rd., London. SWS. price 15p.



THE 1975 Conference of Labour
Party Young Socialists provides
working class youth with an
oppbrtunity to thrash out soms of

the central questions conironting
the Labour Movement. The
struggles against wage-cutting

inflation, mass unemployment, the
cuts in health and education, the
struggles in Ireland, the fight for
womens' rights,against racialism
and ultra-right reactionary groups
that are emerging, and the fight
for a United Sociaglist Siates of
Europe,will be under discussion.
These are the questions that will
shape our movement as we take
up the struggle for socialism.
The: ¥YS National Committee
has prepared, in its document
"Perspectives for Britain" an

analysis of past events: "The
experience of every Labour gov-
ernment since 1924 has been that
either a Labour government must
break the power of big business
or else big business rapidly breaks
the Labour government on the
rocks of economic crisis.." Thne
future facing a L.abour gcvernment

that confronts big btusiness is also
clearly spelt out: "The ruling
class, with a million threads

Joining them to the police and army
chiefs would attempt to provoke
disorder and call on the army to

A WOMANS RIGHT
TO CHOOSE ey 1.1z Apavs

AT A WEEK-END conference
held in Nottingham on the 23-24th.
March, about 150 delegates from
womens' groups and political
organisations met to discuss abor-
tion and contraception. The most
urgent item on the agenda was
the discussion of a united national
campaign against the proposed
new Abortion Bill.

At present doctors can inter-
pret the 1967 Abortion Act to
allow NHS sbortion on social
grounds. This new bill sponsored

by Labour MP Jams=s Waite
w ould virtually outlaw NHS
abortions on anything other than
madical grounds. ‘T'his would

encourage back-street abortions
and a continuation of unwanted
pregnancies for women who can't

afford the exorbitant cost of
private abortion.
This restrictive and repressive |

bill must be opposed before it

becomss Jlaw., The conference
decided to launch over the next

three months an extensive cam-

paign to include petitioning
lobbying MPs, leafleting and |
demonstrations. In addition, it

urges Labour Party members to
support the position of four women

Labour MPs who are campaigning
against the II]iI‘lC}I“ity PEPTESEntB_tiOn .

WHICH WAY |
FOR Y.S.?

seftle accounts with the working
class." Tne job of the Labour
leaders is also clearly defined:
(they should) "mobilise the
millions unionists and
Labour supporters....appeal to
the rank-and-file soldiers, the
workers in uniform,to come over
to the side of the LLabour movement
and its government..."

But what is to be the role of
the YS? What are w2 to do in
the coming months? On this the
document is completely inadequate:

llllll

of trade

"It is really a question of con-
vincing every GMC of the need
for a thoroughgoing socialist
Programine, . ... of vetting every
single MP,... . "

In reality the socialist prog-

ramme means nothing unless it is
concretely related to the living
struggles of the working class in
defence of jobs and living stand-
ards. The programme
become a weapon used by every
worker in strikes and occupations

and in the struggles against rent

rate and fare increases. This
myist be tied up with the struggle

against right-wing MPs in the
GMCs. The GCMCs themselves
must be turned into organisers

of local trade unionists,community
militants and tenants.

involves a struggle against all

forms of class collaboration in
the trade wunions and Labour
Party. It involves the fight to

build a new, revolutionary lead-
ership in the Labour movement,

to put flesh and blood into the
ideas in the programme. It is
around these perspectives that

the Conference must organise.

muast

This fight |

1
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of women on the select comnittee
considering the new bill, Conf-
erence urged all wdrking class
organisations to give active support
to this campaign by supporting
the slogan: A woman's right to
chose!

Free the 14!

THE two week long committal
proceedings against supporters
of the "British Withdrawal from

Northern lreland Campaign' came
to an end in Mid-March with the
magistrate deciding to press
ahead with 28 out of the original
29 charges levelled against the
14 defendants.

The 14 are now awaiting trial
at the Old Bailey on charges
relating to their distribution amon-

gst serving soldiers of a leaflet
entitled "Some information for
Discontented Soldiers". The

leaflet addresses itself to soldiers
who do not wish to serve overseas
six counties of Northern
Sritish

in the
Irelan resently under

DESMOND TROTTER,
in
Dominica, has been sentenced to
hang
an American tourist.At the same
time Dominican secret police and
agents of the big banana plantat-
ions owned by Van Geest,
starving Dominicans who, suffer-
ing under
resort to stealing food.

army
various ways in which a serving
soldier might
including
objection
and also

activist

for a New

the Movement

for the alleged murder of

shoot

60% unemployment,

L

This is the situation in Domin-

ica and most of the Carribean
states - cheap labour markets
for international big business

administered by corrupt 'Labour’
governments., In fact there is a
total absence of development
(typical of British colonial rule
in the West Indies). Most homes
have no running water,no proper
sewage system, pcor roads and
drainage. Most productive lands
are owned by a few big estate
owners and are non-productive
as Iar as the needs of most Dom-
inicans are concerned. The
profits from the citrus fruits and
bananas,Dominica's main exports
sail straight out of the island into
the coffers of Van Geest.

It was to end this situation
that the Movement for a New
Dominica got under way. Organ-
lsed mainly around unemployed
youth, who wore their hair long
in defiance of the authorities,they
became known as the "dreads".
T'he so called 'Labour' govern-
ment of Dominica acted against
this Movemant.An Act was passed-
the Prohibited and Unlawful
Societies and Associations Act,
This outlawed "secret" societies

occupation. It suggests
the army,
claiming conscientious
on religious grounds
'buying' oneself out,

The bulk of the 28 charges now

leave

'SMOND TROTTER

outstanding are brought under the
"Incitement to Disaffection Act"
of 1934 and the Army Act. They

carry sentences of imprisonment
for an unlimited period, possibly
months or years. Conspiracy is,
as usual, another of the charges,
carrying with it the possibility of
further indefinite gaol sentences.
These charges should not be
treated lightly by the labour move-
ment. Theoretically, there i1s no
reason why the same charges
should not be brought against lab-
our movement activists trying to
recruit servicemen and woOmen
into the trade union movement.
Every effort should be made to

(except the Free Masons!
in particular "that somety or
association of persons commonly
called = T'THE DREADS .Y Any-
one suspected of being a member
of such societies was(and is)
liable to arrest and imprisonment,
with the police being given wide
powers of arrest and entry.

It was with the shooting of an
American tourist that the Domin-

authorities . decided to use
the incident to make an example
of twe suspected members. One
of these was released due to
insufficient evidence. The other,
Desmond Trotter was sentenced

ican

to hang on some pretty dubious

evidence. _
At the moment the appeal is

being heard. It will probably

come Dbefore the Privy Council

in London. The British Labour
and trade union movement there-—
fore has a very concrete role
to play.Our Labour MPs and the
Labour government must be
forced to work for the release
of Desmond Trotter. The Move-
ment for a New Dominica must
be allowed the right to organise
and agitate. This Easter's Nat-
lonal ¥S Conference must accept
the emergency resolution from
Surbiton YS. Black and white
youth must be mobilised to free
Desmond Trotter and for full

independence and rights for the

Dominican people.py LEVIN MOORE

SEND in the money as quickly as
possible as we are getting behind
in the fund. Our readers will note
the improved typing techniques used
in this issue of the CHARTIST.

We aim to make further improvements

ment costs money - money which we

in future editions, but new equip !

£300 FIGHTING FUND

|

need desperately, At the half way
stage we are only just over the
£100 mark, and we've got to reach
£300 by July]st.

SPECIAL THANKS THIS MONTH TO:

B.T. £5. J.C.£10. ", A.P. £I.

and to a number of comrades in
the London, Leeds and Man-

chester areas, Eut the funds must
come in ,

utions to:
CHARTIST TREASU RER,
82 Loughbo rough Rd. » London,SW.9

Send yuur contri b- |

i —

unconditionally release the 14 and
alsc, for the move undertaken by
Maureen Colquhoun, the Labour
MP for Northampton North, call-
ing for the repeal of the "Disaff -
ection Act".

COHTAET the 14's Defence Group for speakers
at meetings etc. and further information
about the Defence campaign at:

: BWIC Defence Group, Box &, c/o Kings
gain support for the demand to  (ross Rd., London Wel.
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