LABOUR’S REVOLUTIONARY VOICE

HIS I'IIlII:IES

" WITH THE RESIGNATION of Harold Wilson as Labour leader and Prime

Minister, following hard on the heels of the Government's defeat on the
White Paper on Public Expenditure, many Labour Party supporters will
be looking for new policies, as well as a new leader. Policies to replace
the tattered rags of Wilson's policies which led the Labour Party to de-

feat in 1970, and which the present
Labour Government have .
brought out of the mothballs. Gone
are the shiny new clothes of the
1974 Manifestoes and back are
wage control, unemployment and
public spending cuts.

MORE OF THE SAME

Callégha.n's victory promises only
more of the same. But from the ranks
of the Labour Party and the trade
unions and echoed, ever so faintly,
by those MPs who abstained against
the cuts, the demand for 'socialist
policies has gone hand in hand with
the demand for an extension of dem-
ocracy inside the Labour movement.

now

Joan Maynard's call for a special
Conference to elect the new leader
found an echo in many Constituency
Parties. In many Parties MPs had
been given firm instructions on how
they should vote. The success of
Benn in the first ballot, shows the
palest reflection of the fight whichis
beginning to gather momentum
against the Tory policies of the Lab-
our Government.

DAYS OF ACTION

The 3, 000 delegates who attend -
ed the Assembly of Labour on March
27th, and those who packed the Al-
bert Hall the previous week for the
""Right-to- Work'' rally, as well as
the magnificient Days of Action in
Glasgow and Dundee, are an indicat-
ion of those who are prepared to
organize against the policies of
the Labour Covernment. It is the
pressure from these workers and
their families that lies behind the
decision of the 37 Tribune MPs to
oppose the cuts in Parliament.

The abstention of these MPs on
the Cuts must now be translatedin-
to action. They must reject the
wretched appeal from Basnett, Jones,
and Scanlon, which so delighted
Michael Foot, and which aims at
lining up the trade unions behind
the wage-cutting, job slashing pol-
icies of the Labour leadership. YES,
we are for unity in the Labour move-
ment but it is precisely the policies
of the £6 pay limit and the lengthen-
ing dole queues which split the
movement. i

How do the 37 Tribune MPs in-
tend to carry forward the fight ?

Geoff Bender .

.are careful we shall be treading

down the Tory path... We are carfy-

‘ing out Conservative policies'' but

went on to say that he agreed with
80% of the Government's policy !
Rightly,he said that the vote on the
cuts was a vote on the whole future
of the Labour Covernment and esp-
ecially,the forthcoming Budget.
Rightly, he attacked the rising unem-
ployment figures, though failing to
mention that it is, above all, fellow-
Tribunite, Michael Foot, who bears
responsibility for them. It is when it
comes to answers that he is found
wanting.

NO IMPORT CONTROLS

The main demand he makes is for
import controls, and even goes sofar
as to blame unemployment on ''cheap
—1mports”floodmg the country. Call-
ing, predictably for import controls
he conveniently forgets that those
'""cheap imports"
many working class families can af-
ford essential goods; that the so-cal-
led "unfair competition' is, in fact,
a result of the failure of British
manufacturers to invest in new
plant and equipment. The call for
import. controls, by persuading

are the only way

workers that their enemy is for-

" eign workers and not their own em-=-

ployegsabotages any struggle be-
fore it begins.

The call for import controls also
featuredlargelyin the election man-
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DUNDEE 5 March: 30 000 marched against cuts and unemployment

ifesto of Tony Benn, who, alone of
the candidates, attempted to inject
politics into the leadership contest.
Certainly, his campaign organized
by left Tribunites, like Dennis
Skinner, gave the left of the Parli-
amentary Labour Partya boost and
undoubtedly, the votes he did rec-
eive reflect the desire of the Con-
stituencies for a change of course.

Though his policies were not sig-
nificantly different from those en-
dorsed in '""Labour's Independent
Weekly', Tribune, they failed to
come out in support of him in the
first ballot.

Now the issue is settled, at
least for the time being, the
task for the left MPs is totake
the struggle out into the unions,
the CLPs and the trades councils.
The will to fight is there. By link-
ing the fight against cuts on Lab-
our councils with the trade union
struggle against redundancies,by
the joint action of CLPs and trades

~ TROOPS OUT DNLY

THE COLLAPSE of the Constitution-

al Convention in the British colony
in Ireland has opened up what will
almost certainly be a lengthy period
of direct rule from Westminster.

time being, exhausted its stock of
""solutions' to the crisis in the Six

8 Counties of Ulster and has now in-

stigated a regime based openly and
unashamedly on the military power
of the British army on the streets
of the North of Ireland.

Both the forces of Irish national-
ism and the reactionary sects on

the Loyalist ultra-right are deeply

| committed to oppose an indefinite

The British Government has, for the

will be placing pressure on the Brit-
ish government to withdraw the
army from Ireland at some point in
the future.

The Loyalists on the other hand,
will be pressurising Westminster to
step up its harassment of the Cath-
olic community through the use of
the army and 'the re-establishment
of the authority of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary' as a precondition for
Protestant support for continued
rule from Westminster.

Between the demands of the Cath-
olics who want British troops out,
and the call for tougher army action

APRIL

SOLUTION

"drawal of the British army from

*.Trooeps Out Now! will brand the
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councils, a movement can be built
in which workers can test in pract-
ice which demands can take the
struggle forward.

The CHARTIST has made it clear
that we believe such demands to in-
clude: -
® Public works schemes which link
the fight for jobs and the defence of
services and raise the question of
planning production.-
® Work-sharing without loss of pay

-and the nationalization of all indust-

ies declaring redundancy.

® Opposition to thie £6 pay limit and

all incomes policies under capitalism.
On such a basis, a movement cén-v

be built which will take the question

of policies and leadership, out of

the narrow confines of the Parlia-

mentary Labour Party and intoev-

ery corner of the working class

movement., Before the leadership

of the Labour Party again falls

vacant, we must make sure such

a movement exists.

the next period. That is why the
CHARTIST calls for the stepping-up
of the fight for the immediate with-

Ireland and the recognition of the
right of the Irish people to self-det-
ermination.

The left wing in the British Labour
movement will be severely tested on
this point over the next few months.
A failure to give a clear call for

working class movement on this
side of the Irish Sea as supporters
of the Loyalist reaction. Only by
building up strong support for the
campaign initiated by the Troops
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HAROLD WILSON's decision to re-
sign as Labour Party leader and
Prime Minister will certainly be re-
gretted very deeply by certain people
in Britain today. Those people who
will most lament the passing of Wil-
son, who has for 13 year steered the
Labour Party away from any serious
consideration of socialist policies,
will undoubtedly be Britain's boss
class of millionaire high financiers,
industrialists and stock market whizz
kids. ;

The verdict of the more capable
members of the ruling class must
surely be that no one else in the Lab-
our Party could have held the balance
between the rank and file of the lab-
our movement and the bureaucrats
and careerists in the TUC and Parl -
iament for so long and so well.

CHARTIST, April 197
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bonaparte

Wilson's role in the Labour Party
was that of a bonaparte, or a little
Caesar. He stood between the right
and the left wing of the movement and
whenever the tension between the two
sides sharpened, whenever an issue
of socialist principle was put before
the labour movement, Wilson found a
way to evade the issue. Under the -
guise of ''unity'' he managed to rip
'the guts out of any fight for socialist
\principle.

In 1951 Wilson operated as the
chairman of the '""Keep Left' group of
'MPs who were the political fore-run-
ners of the present day Tribune Group.
At the same time however, in a
‘speech in March 1952, he pledged
/per sonal support to Clement Attlee,
ithe right-wing head of the post-war
'Labour government who at the time
'was leader of the Opposition, against
‘thelefts' own candidate, Nye Bevan.

" In 1954, a deep rift opened up with-
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WwiLsons CAREER:
A POLITICAL ASSESSMENT

in the Labour Party when Bevan re-
signed from the Shadow Cabinet in
protest against the defence policies
of Attlee. This action was a rallying
call for the labour movement, both
in the LP and the trade unions, to
stand up and fight against the pro-
Western imperialist policies of the
Labour leadership during the Cold
War.

But Wilson, cast in the role of a
sort of fireman, hose-pipe in hand,
rushed on to the scene and doused
the spark that threatened the flare
up. With the credibility he had gain-
ed as a left winger—through his role
in the "Keep Left" group and his
resignation from an earlier Labour
cabinet over prescription charges—
Wilson was able to step into the
Shadow Cabinet position so recently
vacated by Bevan. Thus, confusion
and despair was sown amongst the

.rank and file of the Party, and the

initiative was given back to Attles.
More recently, this bonaparte of
the Parliamentary Labour Party,
managed to pull the chestnuts out
of the fire and avert a clash over
socialist prinsiples on the issue
of the Common Market. Having,
with the Labour vote against the
EEC in 1972, proclaimed himself
an opponent of membership of this
capitalist club, in the 1974 Refer-

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT Assem-
bly on unemployment heid in London
on March 27th, mustered over 3, 000
delegates in what the organisers (the
London Confed and Co-op Political

. Cemmittee) claimed to be the largest
delegate conference against unem-
‘ployment since the 1920s,

Delegates from shop stewards
committees, trade union branches,
trades councils, and over 100 CLPs
demonstrated an enormous show of
strength and determination to fight
unemployment and the cuts. g =
_ But there was no real leadership
from the platform on how to fight
redundancies, the £6 pay limit and
‘the social contract, the social spend-
ing cuts and the other bankrupt pol-
ijcies of the Labour Government, All
that really came from the Confer-
ence was a call for strikes, demon-
strations, meetings etc onMay 26th,

The Assembly was run bureau-
cratically with no amendments allow-
ed, speakershapd-pickedand no real
debate over what programme could
take the fight forward.

Tribune MPs such as Stan Thorne
and Brian Sedgemore and ASLEF
chief Ray Buckton were full of left
rhetoric and calls on the Government
to implement the Manifesto but pro-
vided no effective way forward, Lab-
our lefts and CP members all advo-
cated selective import controls —
as a solution for the "British'" work-
ing class. Just how dangerous and
confusing this policy is,was illus-
trated by a speaker from the London
branch of the National Union of Sea-
men who called for the dropping of
clause 9 of the new Race Relations
Bill on the grounds that it would
lead to the "importation of Third
World labour' and 'undermine

Assembly biows cold on import controls

seamen's jobs'',

But so much opposition to the nat-
jonalist policy of import controls
(which will in no way guarantee jobs)
came from the floor that future
speakers barely mentioned the idea,

Members from the I1S-dominated
'Right to Work' Campaign wanted
to change the date of the 'Day of
Action' to May 21st to coincide with
the court appearances of the 30
marchers arrested and charged af-
ter the police attacked their march.
A 'Right to Work' Campaign speak-
er described how the police went on
the rampage against the marchers
and Bill McLoughlan, chairman of
the Assembly called for solidarity
from every section of the movement
with those charged.

The lesson of the Assembly is
clear. The determination to fight
unemployment exists. What is need-
ed is a proper opportunity to thrash
out policies and a fierce political
struggle to commit the TUC and
Labour lefts to organising actious
and supporting struggles against
unemployment, cuts and the polic-
ies of the Labour Government.

with the Tories, Liberals and the
right-wing of the Labour Party for
staying in the Common Market.

In each case, the tactics used by
Wilson 'were the same, and the trad-
itional Labour left in Parliament and
the TUC let him get away with it. He
firstly  posed as a champion of the
left, as a Bevanite or anti-Market-
eer, and then turned round to reveal
himself as a supporter of right-wing,
pro-capitalist policies.

The old labour movement slogan
says that unity is strength. But un-
der Wilson, the principle of 'unity'
meant shackling the active, cam-
paigning, left wing of the movement
to the policies and personalities of
the right wing. If Wilson can in any
way be described as an 'outstanding'
politician it was in this direction that

his 'outstanding' talents were directed.

Only under Wilson could the LP
make the transition from the days.of
the leftish document '"Labour's Pro-
gramme for Britain'' and the Manifes-
to of the October 1974 Election to the
hard, anti-working class policies of
public spending cuts, wage restraint
and 13 million unemployed.

Throughout his political life, Harold

Wilson closely adhered to the trad-
itional maxim that politics is the art
of the possible. But for Wilson, what
was possible was only what the cap-
italist class was likely to let him

endum he proceeded to campaign

- Power cuts mean pensioners —

‘Go cold or go hungry’

PENSIONERS and the unemployed
are facing new attacks on their al-
ready meagre living standards.
Following the scandal of pensioners
dying of hypothermia, after fuel cut-
offs for non-payment of bills, the
Department of Health and Social
Security (DHSS) have come to an
arrangement with the gas and elec-
tricity boards.

Previously the Supplementary
Benefits Commission allowed the
DHSS to meet high fuel bills re-
ceived by claimants, but now to
avoid disconnection, a weekly sum
will be deducted from his (the
claimant's) benefit and paid direct
to the fuel authority and will be
sufficient to cover current con-
sumption plus a small sum off the
arrears. .. The claimant will have
to be told what this sum is and it
should be explained to him that if
his consumption increases, the
amount of the weekly sum witheld
will have to go up."(Circular A243)

Already estimates of current con-
sumption exceeding £6 a week for
a single pensioner have been re-
ceived yet the rates of supplement-
ary pension allow only £4.15 at
maximum (usually rather less)for
fuel bills. Those on supplementary
benefit are being told to go cold or
go hungry.

It is up to the members of ‘the
Civil Service unions, the CPSA and
SCS to use issues such as this to

as to the responsibilities of civil
servants. Are they enslaved to a

provoke discussion in their branches

get away with. The bounds of poss-
ibility were strictly' drawn for this
man by the first indication that his
policies might be resisted by the

. City and the CBI bosses.

This passage from Wilson's own
book on the Labour Government of
1964-70 serves as the best obituary
at the close of his career as Labour
Party leader. After complaining
about persistent demands for cuts in

public spending from the City, Wilson

relates how he protested feebly to the
Governor of the Bank of England:

"] said we had now reached the situ-
ation where a newly-elected Govern-
ment with a mandate from the people
was being told...that the policies on

which we had fought the election could

not be implemented; that the Govern-
ment was being forced into the adopt-
ion of Tory policies to which it was
fundamentally opposed. The Govern-
or confirmed that that was, in fact,
the case.

economic power

"I asked him if this meant that it
was impossible for any Government,

whatever its party label, whatever its

manifesto or the policies on which it

fought an election, to continue, unless

it immediately reverted to full-scale
Tory policies. He had to admit that
that was what the argument meant,

because of the sheer compusion of the

economic dictation of those who exer-
cised decisive economic power."

The capitalist class will certainly
regret the passing of this wretchedly
pliant individual from the leadership
of the Labour Party. The ranks of
the movement must resolve that the
next leader of the Party does not
have the opportunity to serve the in-
terests of the bosses but rather org-
anises the labour movement tobreak
their power.

Government bent on obeying the
logic of a system facing another
profitability crisis, or are they,
as trade unionists, obliged to def-
end the most defenceless members
of a working class facing wide-
spread attack?

SQUATTERS

Squatters are also facing fuelpro- .

blems. Despite parliamentary ass-
urances that squatters would not be
discriminated against by gas and
electricity boards it is evident that
these authorities are collaborating
with the police and the property

owners by cutting off supplies or re-

fusing to supply squatters (despite
the fact that.bills have been paid
or deposits @greed to). Further in-
formation is available from the
Squatters Fuel Campaign, c/o
2 St. Paul's Road, London N. 1.
Trade unionists in the supply in-
dustries could play a vital role in
refusing to cut off supplies to pen-
sioners and squatters. Resolutions
condemning the collaboration of the
service industries'management and
calling on councillors and MPs to
publicly defend the rights of all
members of society to fuel supplies
should be passed where pos sible.
Copies of such resolutions should
be sent to Lord Lovell Davis, the
Dept. of Energy, Thames House
South, Millbank, London SWI, who
is conducting a review into laws
relating to fuel supplies.

|
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- UNION ACTION THWARTS ATTACK ON JOBLESS.. ........

THERE IS A widespread view among
industrial trade unionists that white-
collar workers, in particular Civil

Service workers, have little in com-

mon with the working class. However

paradoxically, it has been unions
such as the Society of Civil Servants

and the Civil and Public Servants As-

sociation who have been in the fore-

" front of the challenge to the collabor-

ation between the TUC. and the Gov-
ernment over the £6 limit and cuts
in the public sector.

Unfortunately, since their initial
opposition at the TUC last year to
the Labour leadership's economic
policy, both the SCS and CPSA
"Broad Left" leaderships have
shown their fear of conducting a de-
bate amongst the union membership
about alternative pay policies and
show every sign of preparing Civil
,Service workers for a sell-out on
‘the question of redundancies (35, 000
jobs are threatened in the nexttwo
years). Indeed, union members have

just been urged to accept a ' take-it-
£6 pay deal by their re-

or-leave-it"
spective Executives.

. In contrast to this hypocrisy on the
part of the union leaders, members

of the CPSA employed in the Govern~-

ment Employment Service Agency's
"local offices in East London have
-taken action to protect the rights of
unemployed workers. The ESA man-
agement had proposed to introduce,

into an experimental scheme for the
computerization of unemployed reg-
istrants' records, a symbol denoting
the worker's acceptability to an em-
ployer. The system would place wor-
kers into one of four 'categories'(A,
B, C or D) according to their 'amount
of employment}'job stability' and
'realism’'.

Conscious of being characterized
as 'unfeeling bureaucrats', the union
members realised that the proposals
would undermine both their difficult
job of finding jobs for the unemployed
and the rights of all workers to a
fair deal from the state employment
service. They refused to co-operate
until the'categorisation' was with-
drawn, and demanded that the union
executive publicise their action and
protest to the TUC and the union
representatives on the Manpower .,
Services Commission (which controdls
the policy of the ESA). At the same
time, appeals for support for their
actions went out to Trades Councils
in the East London area. The action
has been particularly embarrassing
for the ESA management (who have
already sunk £5 million of the tax-
payers' money into the computer
scheme) as they had to admit that
they had not consulted anyone,
least of all the CPSA members in-
volved, before going ahead with the
‘scheme. '

sion have now announced their acc-
eptance of the categorisation
scheme. It also seems that the TUC
might accept the proposals. If this
is the case, then a major campaign
must be mounted to throw out this
scheme to grade the jobless.

Part of this ca}npéign should in-

volve the lobbying of MPs and res-
olutions through Trades Councils,
Labour Parties and union branches
todefeat this dangerous proposal.
Messages of support to the CPSA
General Secretary should be sent to:
CPSA, 215 Balham High Rd., Lon-
don, SW17.

The Manpower Services Commis-

DESPITE opposition from the plat-
form, this years' London Labour
Party Conference decided to rein-
state compulsory selection proced-
ures for GLC candidates.

The Party's regional executive
last year changed the rules to en-
sure that Constituency Parties did
not have to go through the normal
democratic selection procedures,
but could instead simply adopt the
sitting councillor, Len Hammond of
Norwood Labour Party told the
Conference.

The leadership's manoeuvre was
overv'vhelmingly defeated, and
thr oughout the whole meeting the
Party rank and file showed a con-
sistent determination to oppose the
government's public expenditure
cuts— which also boost unemploy -
ment— and the implementation of
those cuts by Labour councillors
in London. :

It was the issues of cuts and un-
employment that occupied the bulk

olutions were passed condemning
the Labour government, calling for
a guaranteed job for all, work or

ist plan of production. But it was
the cuts debates that really brought
the Conference to life.

Motions were passed:
@® Against any more fare increases.
on London Transport,
® For restoration of the housing
cuts, municipalisation and a mass-
ive extension of the housing prog-
ramme.
® Against the Health Service cuts,

increase in real funds.
©® Against the cuts in teaching sta.ff

ion Authority; against the cuts in

Despite the passing of these resol-
utions— many against the recomm-
endations of the Executive chaired
by Bob Mellish— they have, of

Right wing routed over cuts

BY PAUL MOORE
GLC and ILEA leadership. But they
have strengthened the hand of those
councillors who are prepared to
oppose fare increases and housing
cut-backs, and strengthened also
those Constituency Labour Parties
amd trade union-organisations who
are already campaigning against
the cuts.

Policies alone are not enough.
Firstly, rank and file campaigning
and organisation are necessary to
follow up the gains made. Second-
ly, those right-wing GLC councill-
ors whose policies have been dis-
credited must now be removed or
made to follow GLC councillors
Eden and Haseler, of the right-wing
Social Democratic Alliance, who
de-clared the London LP Confer-
ence showed the LP had been taken
over by 'communists' and they
would therefore not stand for re-
selection.

of the Conference discussions. Res-

full pay, nationalisation and a social-

for an end to private practice and an’

of 440" by ‘the Inner London Educat-

overseas students' grants and against
education cuts generally. &

course, been suitably ignored by the

‘Labour Against
Cuts Conference

TO AVOID local struggles against
the cuts being isolated a national
campaign has beren started from
London. Labour Against the Hous-
ing Cuts (LAHC), which attracted
dozens of delegates from London
CLPs to its founding conference
last year have resolved to widen
their scope to a campaign against
all cuts in social spending and to
change their name to 'Labour Ag-
ainst the Cuts'.

It is vital that all Labour Party
members who oppose the cuts get
their local party and YS branch to
affiliate to this Campaign. The
Campaign will not get very far with-
out trade union support either.

There will be a delegate Confer-
- ence, on May 8th (10 to 5), at
Friends Meeting House, London
WC1l. Write to Ted Knight, 7 Wise-
man Court, Woodland Rd, London

SE19, for details.
P

"~ visible export earnings.
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ARBRY NLEY HEAVENW

ON OCTOBER 15th last year Ice-
land extended her fishing limits to

200 miles. Soon after the quota
talks in Reyjavik broke down on
November 17th, British frigates
were sent into the disputed zone in
response to warp cuttings by Ice-
landic coastguards: the fourth 'Cod
War' since 1952 had begun.
Although the Royal Navy still has

- sufficient strength to settle the

issue in an afternoon, the Icelandic
government is confident that Britain
must eventually back down. West-
ern military strategists, already
worried by the breaking of diplomat-
ic relations between two NATO all-
ies, have warned the Labour Gov-
ernment not to endanger Geir Hall-
grimsson's centre-right coalition
and strengthen the left wing which
has already led a general strike
and threatens to evict the US-run
NATO air-base at Keflavik.

The Labour Government knows
that it is only a matter of time be-
fore other countries, especially the
US and Canada, extend their own
offshore zones and that this trend
will ultimately be rubber-stamped
by the interminable United Nations'
'Law of the Sea' Conferences.

Ironically, Britain, whose coasts
harbour up to 60 per cent of the
entire fish stocks of the Common

Market, is squaring up for its own

'quarrel with the EEC common fish-

eries policy, and insisting on an
exclusive British zone around our
shores.
ICELANDIC COD LANDINGS
1970 308, 000 tons
1974 239, 000 tons

Rather than acknowledge these
realities, the Labour Government
continues to mount what is an ex-
pensive holding operation, which is
given an added hypocritical dimen-
sion by the government's own claim
to a 200-mile zone around Rockall,

an uninhabited outcrop in the Atlantic..

Iceland depends upon fish and fish
products for three-quarters of her
Faced with
a crippling economic recession, 2
massive trade gap widened by Com-
mon Market import controls and an
astronomic inflation rate, Iceland
has again been forced to curb the
plunder and depletion of her one and
only major industry by more power-
ful capitalist economies.
THE CHARTIST recognises

of the Icelandic government to police

the exploitation of her natural res-

ources and demands that the Labour
Government immediately withdraws
naval protection to trawlers in Ice-
landic waters. But such a policy will
get no support from trawlermen in
Grimsby, Hull and Fleetwood, Brit-
ain's three major deep sea fish docks,
unle$s an alternative is posed,
Icelandic catches account for nearly
half all distant water landings.

In the words of 'Fishing News',
British deep seatrawling is in its
'death rattles' through years of

since

. neglect by owners and governments ,

and low quayside prices through
competitive over-fishinig. Despite
subsidies deep sea trawlers barely
covered their costs in 1975 and,
after capital depreciation, lost £6m
overall.

Since the beginning of last year
well over twenty distant water traw-
lers have been sold off, scrapped
or laid up in Hull alone. Imports,
which normally account for three-
fifths of domestic consumption,
are running at £12m a month com-
pared with £6m this time last year.
No wonder Jeremy Tunstall wrote
that this industry '"'might have been
invented by Karl Marx to prove that
capitalism was inherently self-des-
tructive.t

SAFETY

The TGWU must be forced to use
its strength to fight for its own pol-
icy of decasualisation of the industry
and a guaranteed basic wage, which
should rise according to cost of liv-
ing increases. There must be a
campaign for 100 per cent union
membership with rights to ship-
board representatives and freedom
of communication to shore at all
times. This would lay the basis for
improved conditions (a 126 hour
week is not unknown at the fishing
grounds) and safety in the most
dangerous of all industries.

Labour must nationalise the ind-
ustry as a whole, to stamp out the
profiteering and make good the
chronic shortage of capital invest-
ment. This could turn the industry
fishing
grounds and new techniques. W1

outwards to pioneer new

male unemployment in Hull
at 11 per cent e::' the shipyards of

Tyne
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JUST A FEW years ago the racist
white ''laager'' of Southern Africa
:seemed powerful ‘'and impenetrable.
Vorster's regime had imposed its
vicious apartheid regime with its
powerful army and police. Not only
was it setting up '"Bantustans'' as
cheap labour reserves under theor- -
etical black control, but it had a
whole series of '"Uncle Tom' lead-
ers in adjoining states (for example
Kaunda in Zambia and Banda in
Malawi) to act as a buffer zone.

Now, however, South Africa's pol-
icy of '"detente'' with black Africa
has collapsed. The victories of
Frelimo in Mozambique and MPLA
in Angola have smashed Portuguese
colonialism and installed radical
anti-imperialist regimes. Smith's
cosy fools' para,diéein Zimbabwe
(Rhodesia) is being jolted out of its
security as the Zimbabwe liberation
forcesstep up the pressure. The
compramise talks with the wretch
Nkomo have collapsed.

What really worries the South
Africans and their backers in the

Glass solidarity

WHENEVER THERE is discussion
in this country concerning change in
South Africa, it has become obligat-
ory to start by mapping out how
much investment British firms own
there. From the map the following
conclusions are said to bé self-ev-
ident. Firstly, since British firms
own such a large part of the South
African economy, they must be in
a position to influence the South Af-
rican government to change its ways.
Secondly, because the SA govern-
_ment of Balthazar Vorster is hard of
hearing, then the British firms must
go it alone by increasing the wages
of the black workers they employ.
Unfortunately, as everyone knows
from bitter experience, British
firms never part with a single penny
without putting up a fight. The con-
clusion? Pressure must be brought
to bear on British firms not only to
increase African wages but also to
defy South Africa's repugnant laws.

-MORAL CRUSADE

To the question, who exactly must
pressurise these firms, the answer
always is, the British people. Here-
“in lies the roots of the great British
moral crusade against Apartheid.
The British government is in it, so
are the major political parties. The
TUC is in it, and so is the press,
the institutions of learning, and the
Church. Only the City and its soul
brother, the CBI, remain unim-
pressed. ‘

After fifteen years of the crusade
we must ask who are the benefactors
and who are the losers. To the first
question, the answer clearly is, the
British ruling class.

The opposition of British workers
to the Apartheid system (essentially
only a more naked form of capitalist
rule) has been skilfullydiverted into
a moral issue. This, and the appar-
ent support of the British ruling
class, through Parliament and its
Press, for the struggle of black
workers in SA for higher wages gen-
uine working class solidarity is sub-
merged in a genéral act of philan-
thropy frorm the 'British people' to

BLAGK WORKERS HOL
~ KEY IN SOUTH AFRIGA

West, of course, is that these
struggles will snowball into all-out
attack on their own regime. This
explains their disastrous intervent-
ion in Angola. Even Kaunda is now
having to make threatening noises.

The real danger to the white sup-
remacists will not .be guerilla war-
fare, but the newly-organised and
militant black workers. They have
now started to fight back, independ-
ently from the traditional national-
ist exile organisations. South Africa
could be a real powder keg in the
year or two ahead. Given that Brit-
ish firms dominate much of the
economy, the tasks of real class
solidarity with our black brothers
and sisters, against any 'liberal’
attempts to prettify the system with
concessions, is vital. There can be
no compromise between the pres-
ent racist hell and black workers'
socialist revolution. -

In the following article a guest
South African militant looks at the
background to the developing crisis
in South Africa.

vs. liberalism

the 'black people' of South Africa.
The imperialist character of the
British ruling class therefore re-
mains hidden from British workers,
and what is more important, the
British working class remains firm-
ly under the political leadership
of the ruling class in matters con-
cerning British foreign policy in
general.

To the question, therefore, who
are the losers in this great British
crusade against Apartheid, the an-

_ swer must obviously be the British

and South African working class.
The very object of this type of nat-
ional crusade is to emasculate the
interests of both by hiding them be-
hind charity and sentimentalit'y .

Only when British workers def-
end the interests of black workers
as a class with common interests
distinct from the interests of all
other classes in South Africa, can
true class solidarity be said to exist.
This is impossible so long as the
British working class looks at South
Africa through the deliberately dark-
ened and twisted telescope provided
by British capitalists.

BOERS

But what position does South Africa
actually occupy within the imperial-
ist orbit and what are South Africa's
specific relations with Britain?

When between 1899 and 1902, the
British ruling class, at a cost of
£200 million, fielded 448, 000 men
against the Boers, the purpose was
not only to obtain a firm grip on. the ,
vast mineral resources of South Af-
rica, but also to monopolise the
South African market for consumer
goods, on the one hand and for Brit-
finance capital, on the other. By
1907 when Britain handed over power
to a local white ruling class, SA was
politically and economically, well
and truly within the orbit of British
imperialism.

The mining industry was in British
hands. The railways,' though state-
owned, were built with loans raised
in the City of London and were eq-

uipped, exclusively, with British-
made rolling stock. Only agricult-
ure remained in the hands of the
local whites, but it too was depend-
ent on exporting to Britain and re-
ceiving subsidies from the mining
industry via the Treasury.

South Africa has, of course, dev-
eloped tremendously since 1907.
However, like all capitalist count-
ries that started developing during
the epoch of imperialism, SA has
specific features which countries
such as Australia and Canada also
have.

The economy of SA has three main
features. Firstly, large sections of .
industry, finance and commerce are
owned by the imperialists—the so-
called multi-national corporations.
Secondly, the state is a very import-
ant economic force because it owns
the transport system, large-scale
public works, for example, power
generation, and certain industries
that initially did not interest the im-
perialists, for example iron and
steel in SA,

Thirdly, the local capitalist class
is strongest in agriculture, although
of course there is a substantial in-
dustrial and financialsegment, as
well as local shareholding in subsid-
iaries of imperialist concerns.

These features tell us two things.
Firstly, that Britain, by virtue of
having been the first imperialist

South Africa's Vorster/ South African Police clib striking worker in Durban

country and at one time direct mast-
er over SA, remains, to this day, the
major foreign investor. Secondly, be-
cause historically a large section of
the economy is imperialist-owned
then, and this is the key, the South
African ruling class is composed of
two segments. The local white prop-
ertied classes and the pro-British
imperialist element. The latter have
traditionally been most strongly org-
anised in the Chamber of Mines,
through the United Party, and more
recently the Progressive Party, into
the City of I >ndon and Whitehall.

It was precisely the Chamber of
Mines that gave the migrant labour
system its final shape, that modif-
ied the pass laws,(every black S.
African must carry a pass to enter
white areas), and that perfected the
mine compounds.

The local white propertied classes,
on becoming the class directly in
charge of the state, have translated
the practices of the Chamber of
Mines into the racist ideology of the
South African ruling class as a whole.
Armed with what is now its general
world-view, Vorster and co have
harnessed all other strata of whites
and enlisted them as foremen, super-
visors, policemen, soldiers, law-
yers, professors etc, to forever
press the black working class into the
unrelenting mill of capitalist exploit-
ation.

Portuguese fascists
backed UNITA in Angola

EXTRACTS from correspondence between UNITA chief Jonas Savimbi and
leaders of the Portuguese fascist regime before the April 1974 coup. Published

by the Portuguese MFA, the letters
clearly show the stooge nature of

the UNITA movement.®

Letter from Jonas Savimbi to Gen-
eral Luz Cunha, 26.9.1972. (C-in-

C of the Portuguese forces in Angola)

Savimbi to Luz Cunha

Your Excellency,

Before entering into practical
considerations....I should like to
ask your Excellency to convey my
homages on the occasion of the
fourth anniversary of the arrival
in power of His Excellency Pro-
fessor Marcello Caetano... and
congratulations to His Excellency
General Luz Cunha on his appoint-
ment to Chief of Armed Forces in
Angola..iis

....However far we have to go be-
fore the final solution, we are cer-
tain that the authorities are already
in a position of victory, thanks to

JONAS SAVIMBI,

the enormous means they are devo-
ting to the policy of 'renovation'...
as far as we are concerned, we
desire a decisive eradication of the
common enemy (MPLA) intheeast-
ern sector. We have been doing
everything in our power to weaken
the forces of the common enemy.

A A L T T B e e R



THE CRISIS OVER the future of
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) is rapidly
coming to a head, and with it the
imperialist chickens are coming
home to roost, British Imperialism
can no longer rule through the white
settler minority and would like to
replace them by a black bourgeois
regime, which is now waiting inthe
wings and groomed to protect the
vital interests of imperialism,
The situation, however, is explos-
ive;the settlers will not accept ma-
. jority rule for fear of losing their
property and privileges; the planters,
their plentiful supply of labour at
starvation wages, and the urban mid-
dle class has one of the highest liv-
ing standards in the world, with
servants two a penny etc.

NO MAJORITY RULE

Their leader, Ian Smith, is claim-
ing that he will never accept major-
ity rule; "nct in a thousand years'},
he claimed recently, Though this is
probably bluff in an attempt to ex-
tract better guarantees and or bet-
ter compensation, he is probably
prepared to fight a limited war
against the 20, 000-strong guerril-
la army amassed by the black nat-
ionalists on the Rhodesian borders,
This he hopes will persuade the Brit-
ish Government to intervene militar-
ily to prevent things getting out of
control, It is the presence of the
guerrilla army, armed and trained
by the Russians and Chinese, that
represents the real threat to the
interests of Western capitalism,
in Southern Africa.

Kissinger, arch-spokesman for
the interests of US capital, has

already warned Cuba of the dire
consequences if it comes to the

by
DAVID
HOOKES

POPULATION
Africans®___ 5,220,000
Europeans___ 249,000
Coloureds* 16,900
Asians . 9300

aid of the liberation fighters,

It is by no means clear that Sit-
hole, Muzorewa and co. - these
nationalist leaders who have ref-
used to negotiate with Smith- have
much political control over the
guerrilla forces, In the event ofa
large-scale war of national libera-
tion starting, the consequences for
imperialism in the whole of southern
Africa could be incalculable, Even the
settler lobby in the Tory Party is
silent and official Tory spokesmen
are backing the Government to the
hilt in its attempts to produce a
rapid transition to majority rule,

What are the basic interests of
imperialism in Zimbabwe? They are
two-fold, Firstly, the direct econ-
omic one; coal from the Wankie coal-
fieldssuppliesboth the Zambian copper
belt and South Africa, The huge Kari-
ba dam supplies hydro-electric pow=~
er also to the copper belt (whose mines
are largely owned by Anglo-American
Corporation) and the British multi-
national Lonrho has a large stakein
the high-grade chrome ore deposits.,
Barclays Bank is the single most im-
portant bank in Rhodesia as well as
the rest of Southern Africa,

However the second aspect is prob-
ably the more important from the
standpoint of American and world

imperialism. This is the need to en-
sure political stability and continuity
in Southern Africa as a whole, The

possibility of a war, starting as a
guerrilla war of national liberation,
being transformed into a revolution-
ary class war in which the property
and interests of the settlers and the
imperialists are expropriated by
the workars, arms in hand, is a

real one, Such a war would certainly
spill over into the surrounding neo-
colonialist states, Zambia, Zaire and
Tanzania, It would also enormously
strengthen the black working classin
South Africa, itself, This is probably
the most serious threat of all for the
awhole structure of world imperialism,
It is on the anvil of this class struggle
that the socialist future of Southern Af=
rica and the entire African continent
will be forged. :

It is this scenario of extended class
war which sends spasms of fear up
the spines of gentlemen both in the
boardrooms of the City of London
and on the back seats of Mercedes-
Benz in Lusaka, Dar-es-Salaam,
and Kinshasa, British Imperialism
and their pawns in those surrounding
African states are united, therefore
in wanting a smooth rapid transition
to majority rule in Rhodesia, In fact,
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hour approaches
_for Smith racists

they are obviously hand-in-glove,
Mozambique closed its borders to
Rhodesian freight traffic, and Brit-
ain simultaneously promisec to make
good its loss in revenue, So muchfor
the "Marxist" regime in Mozambique,

Of course, none of these real inter-
ests are discussed openly in the West
ern media, Rather we hear talk of
"the need to avoid at all costs the hu-
man tragedy of a racial conflagration
throughout Southern Africa', No-one
in the labour movement must be taken
in by this hypocritical breast-beating,

Rhodesia was established by Cecil
Rhodes and his gang of colonial free=-
booters with the most bloody savagery,
including the machifie-gunning of hun-
dreds of unarmed Africans, Imperial- °
ismnever hesitates to drown in blood
all those who. resist its rule or to
provoke the most bloody racial con-
flicts on the principle of divide and .
rule,

NO TROOPS

Any attempt by the present British
Labour Government to send in troops
to police a settlement must be uncom-
promisingly opposed throughout the
working class movement. A campaign
of unconditional support must be e
launched for the struggle of the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe to free their coun-
try from the fetters of colonialism,
and their right to do this in whatever
way they choose.

No confidence, however, can be
given to the political programme put
forward by the nationalist leaders
for a future independent Zimbabwe.
This will leave the interests of im-
perialism intact. Only by taking the
mines, plantations and factories into
social ownership, without compensa-
tion to the old owners, can the future
interests of the overwhelming maj-
ority of the Zimbabwean people be
assured.

...Our analysis permits us to des-
ignate the MPLA as the principal
obstacle to peace...in the entire
territory of Angola. :

.» . Our positionisirreversible..We
are not interested in the OAU , nor
Zambia, and even less in an alliance
with the MPLA, If certain aspects of
UNITA policy are not sufficiently
clear for the government authorities
...there is in any event one irrefu-
table fact: we have actively partici-
pated in the weakening of the MPLA
in certain regions of the East. And
we cannot nourish any illusions
about....an alliance with those we
are fighting, fighting in fact without
rest. What are the intentions of the
government? We have no illusions
about taking up arms against the
authorities...we are employing them
essentially so that the MPLA should
one day be obliged to abandon the
Eagt, .o S

The pacification of the East, in our
opinion, will have to take account of
the following considerations:

(2) Reduction, to the point of liquid-
ation, of the MPLA forces in the
interior of Angola. This task can be
carried out through the combined

efforts of the military and militarised

forces (i.e. Portuguese) and those
of UNITA.

b) Liquidation of MPLA camps between
Angola and Zambia. This can be

done easily by UNITA since we have
no political status which could lead
to legal proceedings before an inter-
national court. Our plans for this are
already under way.

(c) Discrediting the MPLA, We see
the OAU itself as a means for this,

at least as far as the liberation
movements are concerned. Once the
MPLA has been weakened or liquid-
ated in the east, the way will be open
to newer horizons for us.

...l ask your Excellency once more
to provide us with at least 1, 500

7. 62 calibre shells, for our actions
against the MPLA are always with
arms of this type. I ask you to pay
particular attention to this request,
since we shall no longer be using
these munitions against the authoritics.

Savimbi to Oliveira

B. Letter from Jonas Savimbi to Lt.
Col. Ramires de Oliveira. 25.10.72

(After informing R, de Oliveira of
&he disposition of MPLA forces, as’
well as UNITA /MPLA engagement). .
... We request His Excellency the
GOC's permission to operate in
zones 1 and 2, starting on 5.11.1972

for a maximum period of one month,
or until the action has been carried
out. Our forces will withdraw immed-
iately after.

...I have in my possession a docu-
ment from the OAU which I consider
to be of extremeimportance... The
document deals precisely with the
provision of weapons to the MPLA

as well as to other movements oper-
ating on Portuguese territory: quality,
quantity of arms, finances, means of
transport etc. I think it is useful to
the extent that it reflects the spirit
of the last meeting on African Heads
of State in Rabat in June last. As
soon as I have studied it, I shall
send it to you along the usual channel--
it would be a pity if a document of
this importance should be lost.
...As to the possibility of a meeting
with myself, T have always been
disposed to meet persons of greater
authority to discuss face to face what
I think, and the position of the local
and national authorities concerning
what we propose to do.

I should like to take this opportunity
to send my respectful greetings to
His Excellency Santo e Castro upon
his appointment to the high office of
Governor General of Angola.
Respectfully, J. S.

Oliveira to Savimbi

C. Letter from Lt. Col. Ramires de
Oliveira to Jonas Savimbi, 4.11.72,
The analysis you have made of the
situation, both internal and external,
concerning the subversive movements
inside Angola and the relations
between themselves and the African
countries which support them have
been duly .studied and are highly
appreciated. As I have already had
occasion to tell you, it coincides for
the most part with our own.

In our opinion, the destruction of
MPLA bases abroad is extremely
important. But we believe also that
this must be done with some‘guaran—
tee of success and with all the pre-
cautions necessary to avoid compro-
mising the national authorities.
...We can decide on objectives and
sort out the details for its execution
at our next meeting.

D. Letter from Jonas Savimbi to Lt.
Col. Ramires de Oliveira, 7.11.72.

We should be able to find a definitive
solution to all points of difference in
the same spirit that His Excellency
Professor Caetano has shown. .
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European CPs fall-out
with Soviet

THE MOSCOW-LINE Communist
Parties are in disarray:

@® Issues of the French CPs news-
paper, L'Humanite, have been ban-
ned from sale in Russia for support-
ing Soviet 'dissident' Marxists such
as Leonid Plyusch.

® Speeches by foreign delegates at
the 25th Soviet Party Congress early
last month suffered deliberate mis-
translation by the Soviet authorities
before being released in Russian (as,
for example, when Italian CP leader
Enrico Berlinguer insisted on the
need for Western-style ''pluralism' —
replaced in the translations by the
meaningless expression '"'multiform-
ity'').

® The leaders of two of the strongest
European CP's—the French and-Span-
ish parties— deliberately boycotted
the Soviet Congress.

® The leader of the largest Western
CP—Enrico Berlinguer —went out of
his way to spell out, even within the
walls of the Kremlin Palace of Con-
gresses itself, his party's resolveto
keep Italy within NATO (describing
the Western alliance as a safeguard
for '"'the sovereignty of the Italian
people, and against foreign interfer-
ence in our internal affairs').

primitive

® In a speech in Rome, the Spanish
CP leader, Santiago Carillo, descri-
bed Soviet socialism as '"'primitive"
and bearing the "stigmata'' of Tsar-
ist feudalism. Spain's 'Communists'
aimed at a wholly different kind of
socialism.

Some British Communist Party
members, and (for different reasons)

leaders

CHRIS KNIGHT looks at

MATHEMATICIAN PLYUSHCH

the background to the current differences” between

ance of US-led imperialism in the
West. Upset any part of the system,
and the reverberations will run
through every other part. o
The upsetting factor is the econom-
ic crisis”of the capitalist West and
the corresponding new combativity
of the Western (and particularly
European) working class. Western
military strategists fear that Comm-
unist advances in Italy, Spain and
perhaps also France could undermine

_ the entire "southern flank' of the

NATO alliance. In certain quarters,
a total collapse of NATO is actually
feared.

This fear affects the Kremlin bur-
eaucracy in a paradoxical way. The
Warsaw Pact countries have amass-
ed about 935, 000 men and 15, 500
tanks along the borders of Central
Europe. The Kremlin leaders claim
to their own people that these forces
are required to meet the threat from
the West. While that is part of the
reason, in actual fact the NATO for--
ces are considerably smaller (about
788, 000 men and 6, 880 tanks along
the same border), and it is absurd
to imagine that defence from the

BERLINGUER ADDRESSING PARTY CONGRESS WITH BREZHNEV (FAR LEFT) LISTENING

right-wing Tory politicians like to
tell us that all this is part of a ''sub-
tle plot" to deceive the West. The
soft '"'pro-Western'' phrases, they
say, are only a mask: behind it, the
Communists are the same as they -
have always been since the Russian
revolution in 1917.

If you think this, you are wrong.
The Kremlin-bashing is real, and so
are the assurances of loyalty to the
military alliances and parliamentary
institutions of the West.

The drift from Moscow is a reflec-
tion of the increasing disarray of the
states, alliances and economies of
the Western capitalist world. The
globe with its super-powers, its mil-
itary alliances and its '"balance of

power' forms an intricate interlock- &

ing system. The Warsaw Pact is as
much a product and part of this sys-
tem as the NATO alliance; and
Stalinist dictatorship in the East is
as much a part of it as the domin~

West is all the Soviet leaders have
in mind.

What they are doing is exploiting
and exaggerating the ''"foreign’ threat"
to provide themselves with the polit-
ical means of maintaining a level of
military expenditure which would
otherwise be impossible. And with-
out such enormous armed forces,
the Kremlin and East European bur-
eaucrats would be unable to defend
themselves...against their own work-
ing class.

In this roundabout way, the Stalin-
ist. rulers actually require the exist-
ence of their Western counterparts.
Without the NATO '"counter-balance'!,
the Warsaw Pact forces— with their
internal ''policing' function—could
not be maintained. As the profession-
al "Kremlin-watcher' Victor Zorza
put it writing of an earlier period
(Guardian February 20th), '"'as US
policies tended to become harder,
this helped the hardliners in the

'European Communist Parties and the Kremlin

Kremlin."

It is therefore no accident that the
greatest internal victories of the
"hardliners in the Kremlin' have
always coincided historically with
the most crushing defeats of the
Western working class. The Stalin-
ists' victories, moreover, have
always extended outwards beyond
the borders of the Soviet Union it-
self, for the more impotent and de-
feated the Western Communist
Parties felt, the more dependent
they felt upon the power of the Krem-
lin and the more slavishly they foll-
owed the Soviet bureaucracy's every
political twist and turn. It was hard-
ly surprising, then, that the Kremlin
bureaucrats saw the advantages of
following policies expressly designed
to ensure the continued dominance of
capitalism over the Western world. .

Kremlin ruiers

The new "independence'' being ass-
erted by Western Communist Parties
is a product of the new militancy of
the European working class. To a
subordinate extent, the relationship
is a direct one, the attacks on Soviet
bureaucratism reflecting the bitter-
ness and outrage which communists
everywhere feel when they finally
realise what has been done in their
name by the Kremlin rulers over the
past half-century. The prison-
camps, the executions of strike
leaders, the arbitrary arrests and
purges, the unbelievable privileges

of the ruling bureaucrats and the ec- .

onomic blunderings and inefficien-
ies resulting from bureaucratic rule
— all these are things which no
communist who made the Russian
revolution could have dreamed would
happen in a workers' state.

Giorgio Napolitano, a member of
the directorate of the Italian CP, has
recently called for research to be
carried out to explain '""why a great
revolution. . .could have produced a
system based on Stalinist degenera-
tion.' He is apparently unaware that
Communists have been carrying out
such research for many decades,
beginning with the work of the found-
er of the Red Army, Leon Trotsky.

But a bold struggle against Stalin-

ist bureaucratic tyranny on behalf

of the working class of Russia and
Europe is hardly what any of the
timid West- European CP leaders
have in mind. Such a struggle would
involve bringing the workers of Eur-
ope to power in order to ally them
as a mighty force in support of their
oppressed Soviet and East European
comrades. It would involve, not
NATO re-armament or Kremlin-
bashing from the standpoint of West-
ern 'democracy', but the very opp-
osite.

It would involve removing the very
SOURCE or the Stalinists' bureau-
cratic power. And that source of
their power is ultimately only this:
the military boundaries, dividing East
from West. If a workers' revolution
in Spain, Italy or any other major
Western country really were to des-

troy the NATO alliance and upset the

global balance of power, then that in
itself would make it impossible for
the Kremlin bureaucrats to survive.

fraudulent

It is in the light of this that we can
see how fraudulent the '"anti-Stalin-
ism" of the Western CP leaders
really is. Support for NATO means
support for the present global "stat-
us quo'', peaceful-co-existence, and
hence support for the Kremlin rulers
as part of this arrangement,

The same goes for the French Com-
munist Party's renunciation of the ex-
pression ''dictatorship of the prolet-
ariat'': the Russians want to keep it
because they use it to justify their
own dictatorship against the Soviet
working class itself; the French want
to abandon it only to regain some _
"respectability" in the eyes of the
French bourgeoisie. Both courses
are identical inasmuch as they are
equally directed against the con-
quest of state power by the internat-
ional working class.

‘new directions”

The real reason for the ''new dir-
ections' being taken by the Comm-
unist parties of the West is only this:
now that the Western working class
is becoming strong, new methods of
containing it are coming to be req-
uired. The employing classes are
soon going to require 'Communists'
in Government inItaly, Spain & France.
To justify the Soviet regime is now
incompatible not only with middle-
class respectability but also, to an
ihcreasing extent, with working
class votes. Consequently, critic-
isms have to be made.

But the criticisms cannot be allied
with military support for the Warsaw
Pact countries, for that, paradoxic-
ally, would threaten the entire global
balance of power, and consequently
the rule and privileges of the Krem-
lin leaders themselves. So the West-
ern 'Communist' leaders must supp-
“ort NATO, as part of an unstated
"arrangement' with the Kremlin
itself. Enrico Berlinguer's pro-
NATO speech in Moscow was firm-
ly in the Stalinist tradition.

AS A REGULAR reader of Socialist
Worker I feel obliged to reply to
Duncan Hallas's 'theorizing' as to
the class nature of the Soviet Union.
The position of the IS is - or should
be - well known: viz, the USSR as
well as Eastern Europe, China,
Indo-China etc, are not socialist,
workers' states but state-capitalist.
However Hallas in the first of his
recent series of articles (14th Feb.
to be precise) goes much further
than a mere state-capitalist posit-
ion. By endorsing some of the more
noxious Chinese anti-Sovietism,

or

. Hallas like Chou and Mao has

: concluded that the Soviet Union is
 now a FASCIST dictatorship. (see

?Unpublished letter to

‘Socialist Worker’

SW 'talking about socialism 14 Feb)
In trying to justify this outrageous
assertion, Hallas has the temerity
to quote Trotsky, though significantly
he neglects to inform us of the
sourcc of the quote.

Let us set the record straight:
Trotsky pace Hallas, always
insisted that the Soviet Union was
a workers state with certain bureau-
cratic deformations, and had remai-
ned a workers state in spite of the
Stalinist Thermidor. Although the
working class had been politically
expropriated, there had been no
counter-revolution restoring bour-
geois property relations. Apropos :
of the Burnhamite/IS notion of a new

cont. on p. 7.



~ THE MINORITY MOVEMENT :

DURING THE PERIOD leading up to
the 1926 General Strike, a promin-
ent role was played by the National
Minority Movement, a mass rank
and file movement of trades union-
ists organised under the leadership
of Communist Party (CP) members.
Following the defeats of whole
sections of workers in 1921 and
1922, the CP was forced to look
anew at its industrial work. The
initial reaction of the CP leaders
was to adapt to the pessimism of
some sections of workers, discoun-
ting the need to build a mass base
in preparation for future battles.
By early 1924 the adaptation had
deepened to such an extent that the
R ed International of Labour Unions
(RILU) intervened and severely
criticized the CP for its refusal
to fight consistent ly within the mass
organisations. The RILU's report
stated....'"'The work of the British
Bureau does not keep pace with the
requir ements and possibilities of
fthe present Labour movement of
Great Britain.'" The conclusion
drawn was that the CP's indust-
rial work was to be re-organised,
with emphasis on the task of build-
ing up revolutionary groups in
all sections of industry under a
national, centralised leadership.

TREACHERY

The intention was toprovide workers
with a focal point for struggle against
the treachery of the official leaders
and to fight to replace the latter with
a revolutionary leadership.

Despite some opposition in the
CP, by January 1924 the first
steps were taken when, a national
conference set up the Miners'
Minority Movement and resolved
to form district committees in all
the major coalfields. By February
the Miners' Minority Movement
was publishing a regular paper,

'The Mineworker', which called for
a single industrial union for miners,
affiliation to the RILU, the six-hour
day and for real wages to be the
equivalent of real wages in 1914.
The election of A.J. Cook as Secre-
tary of the Miners Federation owed
much to the work of the Minority
Movement.

The next step - after some delay
- was the launching of the Metal
Workers Minority Movement, but
here progress was rather slow. The
Sixth Congress of the CP assessed
the situation as follows: "'The e bank-

ruptcy of the bureaucracy has

*brought into existence flghtmg groups

‘movement.

of workeérs. . . all battling for afight-
ing policy for the trade union

The groups are gradu-
ally being coordinated into what
has become known as 'The Minor-
ity Movement'. .. the CP has on all
occasions assisted in the develop-
ment of this movement, and will
continue to do so, but at the same
time warns those active workers
who varticipate. .. that only a
revolutionary Communist strugg-
le can serve to achieve the object
they have in view."

In August 1924, the first Minor-
ity Movement (MM) conference
was held in London, attended by
270 delegates who represented
200, 000 workers. Conference
formulated a Programme of Action
and arranged election of officers
and an executive committee.

The Labour Government of
Ramsay MacDonald had held office
for 8 months and sections of work-
ers were moving into conflict with
it. Also, the lessons of 'Black
Friday' and the collapse of the
Trlple Alliance of miners, trans-
port workers and railmen had
bitten deep into the militants minds
and left them desirous of a weapon
to fight the right-wing. These fac-
tors made the gathering a timely one.

The Programme of Action reflect-
ed the feelings of the militants by
calling for workshop and factory
committees, for representation of
these bodies on Trades Councils,
for industrial unionism and for
immediate affiliation of the Nation-
al Unemployed Workers Movement
to the TUC it also urged a strength-
ening of the TUC General Council,
"to mobilise and cmcentrate all the
forces of the working class move-
ment for the purpose of opposing a
united class front to the united
class enemy' and called for rank
and file control over the General
Council.

STRIKE ACTIVITY

The deliberations of the Conference

'coxncxded with a renewal of

strike activity. Railmen, engineers,
dockers and shipyard workers all
filed wage demands. . . fertile ground
for the intervention of the MM.

In these conditions, the movement
.expa.nded rapidly and by 1926,
957, 000 were organized under its
banner. Prominent was the miners
section which secured the affiliation
of 40 miners'lodges in the Durham
coalfield alone. In engineering, too
advances were made with 153
engineering union delegates present

THE GENERAL
STRIKE: MAY 1926

Its rise
, and
demise

at the next MM conference.
Under MM pressure the miners!'

leaders began to investigate the
possibility of forming a new Triple
Alliance. . The TUC Conference in
1925 accepted a resolution empow-
ering the General Council to organ
ise support for stoppages.
Unfortunately, at the very time
that the CP was winning real
support among workers, the MM's
tactics began to change, due to the
growth of Stalinism in the USSR.
The developing Stalinist bureau-
cracy put the world revolution in
second place to alliances with
'progressive forces' who would
neutralise imperialist hostility to
the young workers state in the
USSR. Its British expression was
the Anglo-Russian Trade Union
Committee, a gathering of trade
union 'left' bureaucrats who were
to be instrumental in betraying the
General Strike. The fake lefts cover-
ed their class collaboration in Brit-
ain with verbal 'pro-Soviet' noises .

MANOEUVRES

Increasingly, the MM became
tied to these elements. Political
independence was subordinated to
their manoeuvres. Just how much
this was so is shown by two state-
ments by CP leaders:

*1924: "It would be suicidal policy
.for the CP and MM to place too
much reliance on what we have call-
ed the official left-wing. ' (J. R. Camp-

bell in 'Communist Review')

¥1925: '"The left trade unions leaders
occupy at present the position not
only of the workers in the immedi-
ate crisis, but also of the spokes- .-

man of the working class elements
in the CP ... an alternative politi-

cal leadership'" (Palme Dutt in
'Imprecor) .

Under the pressure of this new
alliance with the 'lefts' in the TU
leadership, serious preparation for
the coming clash between the miners
and the state was abandoned. The
'lefts' were dished up as a leader- -
ship which could smash the capitaﬁst
R R AR

state-capitalist ruling class which
had emerged from the supposed
defeat of the October revolution,
Trotsky, to his dying day fought
tooth and nail, against this par-:
ticular petit-bourgeois chimera.

cont, from p. 6.,

Duncan
Hallas
and
Soviet
Fascism

""The attempt to represent the
Soviet bureaucracy as a class of
'state capitalists' will obviously not
stand criticism. The bureaucracy
has neither stocks nor bonds. It is
recruited supplemented and renew-
ed in a manner of an administrative
hierarchy, independently of any
special property relations of its own.
Tre individual bureaucrat cannot
transmit to his heirs his rights in
the exploitation of the state appara-
tus . The bureaucracy enjoys its
privileges under the form of an
abuse of power. It conceals its
income; it pretends that ac a special
social group it does not even exist.
Its appropriation of a vast share of
the national income has the charac-
ter of social parasitism. All this
makes the position of the command-
ing Soviet stratum in the highest
‘degree “contradictory, equivocal and
undignified, notwithstanding the
completeness of its power and the
smokescreen of flattery that conceals

.given the TU bureaucracy a left

offensive. The result was that
during the Ceneral Strike of 1926
both the CP and MM were para-!
lysed before the left bureaucrats

of the Purcell, Hicks and Swales
variety; men who were no less
treacherous than their right-wing
counterparts. Above all, the CP
and MM were powerless to expose
and fight the enormous betrayal
which was the culminating point of
the General Strike. This was the
beginning of the end for both
organisations as revolutionary forc-
es. Only a year later in 1927, the
very union leaders that the MM had
relied on launched a vicious witch—
hunt against the movement and the
Anglo-Russian Committee collapsed.
Still, no lessons were drawn. .....
except by Trotsky, by now a polit-
ical outcast. In fact, the CP in-
structed its memberstovote for a
TUC instruction for Trades Coun-
cils to disaffiliate from the
Minority Movement. . . all to pres-
erve an alliance that no longer
existed. The CP and MM, having

cover was now dispensable.

NON—-SECTARIAN

The burial of the Minority Move-
ment could be left to Stalinism,
though not before the ultra-left -
binge of 1929-34 in which not only
the trade union bureaucracy wasde-
clared bankrupt but also theunions
themselves! After trying to buildup
exclusive 'revolutionary' unions,
the MM was laid to rest in 1932.

In its formative stages, the MM
was a model revolutionary oppos-
ition in the unions. Politically
non- sectarian, it won hundreds of
thousands of workers to active
combat against the ruling class
and its reformist friends in the.
unions. However, thanks to Stalin-
ism it was shipwrecked on the
rocks of unprincipled alliances with
the reformists, especially'duringthe
nine day General Strike in May 1926,
NEXT MONTH: FRANK LEE will exA
amine the 1926 strike in more detail

it (Revolution Betrayed - L.
Trotsky, pp249/250).

While Hallas, our theorist of
state- _capitalist-fascism, makes
"hay with that one, I will pose three
more pertinent questions: 1) Both
the English and French revolutions
ended with the restoration of their
respective monarchies; therefore
are present French and British
societies capitalist, or, - by the
use of Hallas' logic - state feudal-
ist? 2) Is Hallas - as the ideologi-
cal spokesman of the IS - inventi-
ing a third camp a la Burnham,
between the bourgeoisie and
proletariat - namely, a new state
capitalist class? If he is, then
further questions arise.

For historical materialism
insists that new classes only arise
on the basis of the needs of the
productive forces and their
development. If, as Hallas asserts,
the btireaucracy is a new class,
he will have to explain in what way
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its emergence was made necessary
by the development of the prbduct--
ive forces andin what way it was
progressive, as Marxists insist all
new classes must be in history. 3)
Does Hallas advocate a social revo-
lution in USSR, Eastern Europe,
China etc, to overthrow nationalized

. property relations - a curious

position for a socialist -- that one.
On the supposed liquidation of the
gains of the October revolution, I
will leave the final word with the
'Old Man' ""The October revolution
hasbeen betrayed by the ruling stra-
tum, but not yet overthrown. It has a
great power of resistance, coincid-
ing with the established property
relations, with the living forces of
the proletariat, the consciousness
of its best elements, the impasse of
world capita'lism, and the inevitab-
ility o world revolution.' (LT -
Revolution Betrayed pp252) -
comnyent.. fraternally,

F.V.Lee February 1976.




CHARTIST

THE FORTHCOMING Working Wom-
en's Charter Conference in Coventry
on April 10th and 11th will have as
one of its major tasks the prioritis-
ation of the demand for free nursery
facilities for all who need them.

The Conference could do worse
than take a leaf from the campaign,
in London to organise an all-London

Jfight for adequate under 5s facilities.

Nationally, in England and Wales,
there are 700, 000 children born each
year. This makes a total of 33 mill-
ion under 5s. There is nursery pro-
vision for less than 50, 000, of which
only half are from local authorities—
the rest being expensive private nur-
series. There are also 190, 000 part-
time nursery classes and 95, 500 full-
time.

Thus, if women are to reap the
dubious benefits of the recent legis-
lation, a pre-requisite is readily
available nursery provision for
children under five.

A recent meeting in London brought
together representatives from nurs-
ery campaigns in Tower Hamlets,
Hackney, Islington, Lambeth, Sur-
biton, Enfield, Brent, Haringey,
Camden and Deptford . The meeting
decided to produce a policy statement
and work towards the formation of an
all-London committee. A lobby of
this year's Labour Party Conference
is planned and attempts will be made
to get resolutions on nurseries to
the Conference. This is the pattern
that can be repeated throughout the
country. 2

In the following article, Marie
Montaut 1ooks at the situation and
the nursery campaign in just one
area of London,

(IN NORWOOD the Labour Party in-
tends to fight the Government's cuts
and, as part of our campaign, we
have set up an Under 5s group to or-
ganize a Lambeth- wide campaignfor
better and more nursery facilities in
Lambeth.

THE APRIL 3rd National Abortion
Campaign demonstration has not won
free abortion on demand. The rump
anti-abortion Select Committee, with
White, Abse and co.is still sitting,
and the fight to commit Labour MPs
to boycott it must go on.

Now the fight must be intensified
in the localities. Trade union and
Labour Party branches and trades
councils should be committed tocam-
upaign actively for a woman's right to

choose.

-Nurseries fight central for -
Working Women’s Charter

The situation in Lambeth at pres-
ent is:
® 24, 000 children under 5
@® 700 full-time nursery places
® 600 children on the priority wait-
ing list, that is, children inneglect.
The answer given to these appall-
ing figures by the LABOUR-control-
led Council is:
@® All planned nursery building pro-
grammes have been postponed indef-
initely (the economic crisis, you
know? ).
® Baby units attached to day nurser-
ies are being phased-out although it
is not council policy, because the
council says there isn't enough de-
mand for them.
@ Lambeth Council like many Inner
London councils have adopted a pol-
icy of sponsoring children who urg-
ently need places to go to private
nurseries. This is also being phased-
out and in one nursery the number of
places used by Lambeth Council
went from 17 to 4.

Borough-wide

We as socialists do not intend to
sit back and allow local councils
and a so-called socialist govern-
ment to get away with these cuts.

The position described in Lambeth
is repeated time and time again in
London boroughs and throughout the
country. That is why it is necessary
for all Labour Parties and trade
unionists to fight for more nursery
facilities and against all attacks on
working class living standards.

In Lambeth we are organising a
borough-wide campaign, involving
members of Labour Parties, trade
unions, the Working Women's
Charter group and people in the area
who want more and better nursery
facilities.

For more details contact: Marie
Montaut, Norwood Labour Party
Under 5s Campaign, l4a Hurst St.
London SE24.

More and more trade unions are taking up the dernand for nurseries. A recent picket. line
outslde the Social Services Department.

|

Tasks facing LPYS

THE 15TH ANNUAL Conference of
the Labour Party Young Socialists
convenes this Easter, as the Labour
movement reels under the blows of
public spending cuts and the highest
unemployment since the 30s, That this

" can happen a mere two years after

‘the election of a Labour Government,
on the most radical programme for
many years, expressing the tremen-
dous upsurge of working class strug-
gle against the Tories, should be a
cause fur serious reflection among
young militants in the Labour Par-
ty and trade unions.

How can the Labour Party Young
Socialists intervene in this situation
to helpturn the tide of theLabour Gov-
ernment's betrayals, dispelling some
of the confusion and demoralisation
and rekindling the spirit of the move-
ment that helped bring down the
Tories in 1974.

NO ACTION PROGRAMME

The stand of the 37 Tribune M Fs
against public expenditure cuts has
created an opening in the Labour
movement into which new fighting
policies can be advanced and find
a ready response. The response
to the IS "Right-to-Work'" rally and
the Assembly of Labour have shown
the eagerness of sections of the
Labour movement to fight the attacks
of the Labour Government. How do
the present leaders of the YS plan
to take this struggle forward?

The answer, presented in the Nat-
ional Committee document'tUnemploy-
ment and the Crisis of Capitalism',
while containing many correct points
and demands, nevertheless fails toad-
vance a serious analysis of the crisis,
or a programme of ACTION for fight-
ing unemployment and the cuts. In-
stead we have the wistful, " If the
leaders of the Labour movement
were prepared to mobilise that pow-
er (of the Labour movement) the grip
of Big Business ... could be broken.
That is why we, in the Young Social-
ists, have re-emphasised the call
put forward by Clement Attlee in
'Labour in Perspective'in 1937 for
the Labour Government to introduce .
emergency legislationa.s. providing
blanket’a);vers for the nationalis-
ation of industry and the inaugur- 3
ation of a socialist plan of prod-
uction''. Until this is done, appar-
ently we can do nothing!

NATIONALISATION

Following the NC's lead many

" resolutions call for the national-
isation of industry as the only
cure for the economic ills of

the capitalist system, but though
many resolutions are rich in
demands, few tell us what we
should DO. Many also link calls
for nationalisation to the confused
scheme of fake'workers' control,
calling in familiar style, for in-
dustries to be run by boards of
"one third from the unions in the
industry, one third from the TUC,

By VON McCLAREY

Local NAC groups should attempt
to work in conjunction with labour
movement organisations to take the
campaign for abortion rights deep -
into the working class. Public meet-
ings, leafleting and especially pick-
etting of hospitals which are not im-
plementing the 1967 Act are vital to
propagandise the campaign. In those
areas where the anti-abortionists—
SPUC and LIFE are strong, their
actions must be opposed. i

: ABORTION RIGHTS— STEP UP THE FIGHT!

This was done very successfully in
Edgware during the recent 'Week
of Prayer' called by SPUC to com-
memorate the deaths of one million
foetuses from the 1967 Abortion Act!
On 'Mothers' Day', the local SPUC
group marched to .Edgware General
Hospital to present flowers to the
maternity ward and were greeted by

a picket of over 50 NAC supporters.

(By GEOFF BENDER, Lambeth Cntl)
and one third from the Govern-
ment'. This arid schema extracts
from workers' control, its very es-
sence, the class struggle.Conference
should reject these schema for the
fighting policies outlined, for in-
stance in resolutions from Vaux-
hall, Wood Green and Wokingnam
which give the YS real weapons for.
a fight against the cuts. The resolut-
ion from Leeds South East referring
back the NC document should also be
supported.

WOMEN

However, two issues, in particulaz,
confront the YS Conference this
year, the problems of women and
the struggle in Ireland. The res-
ponse of the YSNC to the resolut-
ions passed last year .endors-
ing the Working Women's Charter
and opposing theJames White Bill,
has been to promote the issue of
women from the "Others'' section of
the Agenda to a section of its own.
Beyond this, however, the contribut-
ion of the LPYS leadership to-the
fight against the James White Bill,
and to the developing struggle over
nurseries has been minimal. The
resolutions at this year's confer-
ence from Norwood and Chipping
Barnet correctly condemn the neg-
ligence of the NC in this area and
together with those from Ashton-
Under Lyne and Lancaster provide
toth.the demands and the means to
put flesh on those demands,

IRELAND

Ireland, always one of the mostin-
tense debates of the YS Conference,
promises, once again, to place be-
fore the YS leadership those tasks
it has evaded for so long. Resolut
tions from Hackney North and Stoke
Newingten and Carlton provide a re-
freshingly clear contrast to the volu-
minous evasions of the Liverpool,
Garston resolution., By focussing on
the role of the British Army inprop-
ping up the Orange statelet, the main -
source of sectarianism in the North
of Ireland, these resolutions place
before the YS the tasks of socialists
in Britain. The NC must explain why
they have failed to launch any real
fight for the withdrawal of British
troops from Ireland.

One other international issue, wor-
thy of note, is that of the revolution in
Portugal. Having seen their entire per-
spective confounded by eventsthe YS
leadership have retreated to an em-
barrassed silence. Not one resolut-
ion appears on the agenda putting the
positions of the NC on the events of
the past year. Delegates received
(ifatall) the promised NC statement
on 'Spain & Portugal'—with = " only
two days to amend it. The resolutions
from Surbiton and Northampton South,
at least, take a clear stand on the react-
jonary role of Mario Soares and the
leadership of the Portuguese Socialist
Party and our own Labour leaders.

The failure of the YSNC to produce
an understanding of the Portuguese
revolution does not augur well for
their ability to lead the British oue.

i
BRENT TRADES COUNCIL: March
Against the Cuts, 24th April. Ass-
emble Willesden Green Station 10. 00.
(Buses: 8, 176, 260, 266).
NATIONAL DEMO, Sun. April 25,
Against cuts in NHS—Ban all Private
Practice. 1. 00pm Hyde Park Cnr. .
Called by NCC against Cuts in NHS.
Supported by NALGO, SMA, NUS.
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