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EDITORIAL:~-

Rolls Royce - as much a symbol of the British business

scene as Bowler Eat and brolly, has crashed, A symbol
also of British Imperialism's inability to modernise its
"image" « and its machinery; in an international World of
the ever more vicious dog-eat-dog of the great combines,
like many more ephemeral firms it has.gone to the wall,

Nor is the whole set up of high finance and production

in this country any more stable,  Panic stricken, big
@ business i$ resorting to more severe adimbstrative measures,
! Since the Tories came into office just seven months ago,
' they have mounted an all-out onslaught upon the whole of the . .
Labour movement in all its parts,  Vicious attacks on the
social services and cuts in the housing programme have
been followed by threats against the political rights of the
working class, culminating, of course, in thc threatened
Industrial Ekelations Bill, This Bill -~ an obvious example
of the changeover from kid-glove to mailed-fist is meant
as a decisive knock-out, |

What does the Labour movement do by way of reply?  The
slogan - "FORCE THE TORIES TO RESIGN" -~ is alright as far as
it goes -~ but what next ? An election - a return to Summer

1970 7?7 eaovoessonve

If the Tories were forced to resign before their term ended -
wouldm't this be a result of revolutionary action, political
strike action -~ in other words, extra-parliamentary activity 7
And is the only answer Marxists can offer to come from this
activity an ce¢lection -~ "Labour to Power on a Socialist _
Programme 7"

. In France in the May of 1968 the government was presented
with a gencral strike -~ and a party which formally held
"A Socialist Progrgmme" - but elections were presented gs a
-  diversion to side-track the working class movement into
harmless channels,

Oour demand must be - free and democratic elections ?7 - Yes,
but under the control and auspices of the Labour movement.,
The only way the achieve this is for the Labcur movement
itself to take over the directing power within society,

Labour and TUC Leadership Call a General Strike, to Force
the Tories to Resign: Labour Take The Powerl




YOUNG- CHARTISTé wIN IMPORMANT CO- OP VICTORY S s

The Young Chart;sts made a declslve intervention in last
month's London Co-o0p elections, = We ave,ln fact, “altered
the whole basis of the eleetoru] battle in the LCS - L Up o -
to now, the Society haﬁ been aomlnated by two electoral
organisations - the rlght wing Labour Party CMA (Co~op .
members association) and the Stalinoid-left Labour 1960
Campaign Committee, Up to now the Young Chartists have
been members of the latter, though it was clear that'l960’
was becoming increasingly sclerotic and incapable of -
developing any new ideas.  As.this round of electlons o
the Young: Chartists d901ded to broak new ground and put
forward a- resolutlon in my name cwlllvg for' -

.

. i o~ - B

.(a). The removal of bans anc proocrlptlons N
1n the Co Op Party and -

; (b) The ‘affiliation” netlonally of the LCS
o to the Labour Party. | | s

Both the Communist Party and the right wing CHMA 1mplacably
opoosed this resplution and 'voted against it, the.former
because they disliked (b) @nd the latter.because they
disliked (a). Nonetheless the Young Chartists managed
to split mahy of the rank-and<«file. of. both Qrganlsatlons -
into supporting us. In alliznce with supporters of
"Voice" newspapers, the Young Chartists managed to
secure support from the London Co- operative. Society
Political Committee and from a majority of members of

the Co- op at the aroa cu@ruerly meetlngs.

Various Young Chartlots moved the resolutlons at these

neetings =~ Al Rlchardsou.at Acton, ¥eith Whelan at Battersea,

Graham Bash at Walthbmstow and East bam.anc‘helth Veness
at Burnt Oak, Watford and Hounslow.

In most cases thby successfully @ot the rcsolutlon passed |
A full results list is published below:i- c

Continued/o « o0 o .




For Against | TFor Against

— e D
Dagenham 50 - 1 Acton . _ 25 - 9
Southgate 28  12; | " Romford 9 N 27
Batéersea 20 10 Clapton - void =
Watford 12* 14 East Ham o 1 1 4h2
Burnt Oak lOJ ) S. 12 - | walthamstoﬁ .32 | 5_
Southend 19 . '27 - Hoﬁnslow o ‘hl o 3

At the flﬁal meetlng, it was carried by 46 to 30, Overall,.

therefore, it had been passed by 281 to 1387 votes,  The
embarassment of cur opponents was plain - there 1s now a
third force in Co-op politics, | |

- The Young Chartists are sericusly concidering running
thier own slate in the elections tou the Political and
Ecducation committees which are coming up shortly, This
would be a reclly fantastic breakthrough and put new life
into what is an old,; rather creaking part of the Labour
movement, |

The Young Chartists stressed time and again the need for
the Labour movement to take pcwer if the Tories weré to
be defezted and made it plain thier resolution was to
uchleve a method of taking us nezrer this goali The
actual argumcnts we used czn be gauged by reading Graham
Bach's excellent speech reprinted on pages 4 and 5.

On a practical level, the Young Chartists will welcome
any support they can receive for future LCS activity.
Any London Co-operators who are interested should write
to us &t the editor's azddress, The Young Chartists have
arrived as a serious force in Co-op politics - you will
hear plenty more of us in the coming months and years,

§eith,Vén¢$s~mWestmLondo,“Igggﬁ;mﬁartlsts




Qur Secretary's speech to East Ham Co=-op

"Comrade Chairman, Fellow Co-oper=ztors,
I speak as a member of Leyton CLP, and National Secretary of
the Young Chartists, - o

Let us make no misteke, comrades, the Labour Movement is at
this momcnt facing a great crisis, and 2 great challenge, .
ith the return of the Tories to office, we have witnessed
an onslaught on all sections of the Labour Novement, unparalleled
in the last 30 years, Vicious attacks on the social services,
attacks on basic political freedoms won by years of struggle,
and of course, the Tory attack on the Trade Union Moveiment in
its intended Industrial Relations Bill, are all part of the
same offensive of the ruling class, which finding itself in
deepening difficulties, attempts to resolve its problems at
the expense of the working class, and its orgasnisationg,

Now, we in the Young Chaoartists have no illusions that the

Labour lHovement can 'persuade' the Tories to withdraw their

bill, for they have staked their whole political future on it.
The only perspective for defeating the bill is for the Labour

and TUC leadership to be prepared to mobilise its vast industrizal
strength to challengcthe very basis of Tory power and to itself
take the real power of society - the power of the state and the
power of the commanding heights of the cconomy into its own hands,
Labour and TUC leadership, ¥ill the Bill, force the Tories to |
resign ! That must be our perspectivc for the coming challenge,
the tasks ahead are enormous but we would be faoiling in our

duty to ourselves and to the rest of the Labour lMovement, if

we shrink from the harsh rceclities that face us, ‘

it is 1n this situation, comrades, that the resolution is

being put forward., Today, more than ever, facing ws as we |
do the full might of Tory offensive, all sections of the Labour
Movement must stand united, not in a mere abstract 'unity' so
often posed, but a fighting 'unity' preparcd to show the Tories
the full face of the united strength of the Labour lovement,

Now the LCS Politicel ComnitteePolicy is to work closely with
the Labour Party as political expression of the TU movement e
it therefore affiliates to every CLP in its area through its
Co-~op branches, and direct to the Regional Councils, But it
stops short on affiliation tc the Labour Party at national level,
We put forward this resolution in the belief that we should
affiliate in the sams way that the Reyal Arsenal Political
Committec does, If London Co-op took the lead, we think thot
other Co-ops would follow thc example set rnd strengthen the
almost non- existent voicc of the Co-ops within the Labour
Party at national level, If the London Co-op Political
Committee were to affiliate, it would mean (a) A seat on the
NEC, (b) Reprecsentation at Annuzl Conference with the right
to speak in debates (c) The right to send a2 resolution and
and amendment to Annual Conference (d) Dircecct access to

NEC between conferences,

P T SRR, T 4
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(Financial Times Friday January 1). "The Economist features
an article warning the Tories and their bi business friends
that l97l,w1ll be "A year for pOllthal cHGra ge," It writes:

"1971 will be a year in which oolltlcS'wLLlplﬂgue

the world's central bankers and treasurers: not even
such matters as British entry into the Common Market
and the six, moves towards monetary and economic
integration, but cver more in the dcmestic politics
of their own particular government...... The coming
vear will mean a test of their political courage in
resisting absurdly large wage claims, at whatever
temporary cost in otrlkes" (The Dconomlst December

26 1970)

Big business is trying ceverything in its ability to defcat
the trade unions, This is the only course open to those
interests who wish to keep the privaleges they enjoy under
capitalism, |

Last year, Gross National Product grew by only 1, 9% (2 25%
gross domestic product) compared with 4.,5% in West Germany
15,75% in France, 6,5% in Italy, and 11, 5% in Japang
according to the estimates of OECD, Prices went up by

6% last year and are expected to continue to rise at the
samec rate this year, Fixed investment increased by only

1. 7% according to the estimates of the NIESR and is forecast
to rise by only 1,4% in 1971, The OECD expects GNP to
increase by 3% in 1971 but this ic based on the assumption
that the US economy, which accounts for half of the World's
industrial output will come out of its recession - the US
cconomy's GNP actually declined by 0.,25% in 1970, but is
expected to increase by 4% in 1971, But as ever "The
BEconomist" admits "nobody can say confidently that it will not
be 3 or 5% instead". mnor is there any certainty that British
exports will be able to take zazdvantage of this stimulus to
World trade, -

The London Business School is more. glocmy about growth
it expects GrossDomestic Product to grow &t only 3%, after
its estimate of 2% for last ycar, This will lcad to higher

unemploynent since potential output will grow faster, As
a result of this slow rate of growth consumption will probably
increase by only 3% - and that is only if workers can r

achieve their present rate of growth of money incomes,
Moreover, the averzge cuts in public spending of the mini
budget will mezn that public spending, sziccordaing to NILISR
figures, will grow by only 2.2%, sgain this does mnot take
into account other cuts the Teries will prcecbably introduce

in 1971,«.. .
continued,/..oesee



Comrades, I support this resolution as a member of the London
Co-op. ..."7e must use the machinery of the Labour Party to
achieve our obJectlves, at local, regicnal and at national
level, It is ridiculous for the biggest and most polltlcally-
conscious Co-op not to do so,. I support this resclution

as o member of the Labour Party, this would provide an 1nflux

of new blood and more money to what is the political

expression of the Trade Union lMovement. Above all, it would
be & step towqrds:a:greuter unity cf the Laoour iovencnt
in the face of i1its common enemy, And I gupport this as a

member of the Young Chartists,for this would enormously
strengthen the 'left' of the Labour Movement, and would be

a challenge to the existing leadership whose failure to have
led the movement to tzking of the real power in scciety has
naved +he way for the present attacks we face, and whose
strategy in the fcce of these attacks, has been to limit
rather than to broaden the struggle., The affiliation of the
Londeon Co-op would alter the existing equilibrium within the
Labour Party in a healthy direction, -

So comrades, in conclusion, all sections of the Labour lovement
must unite -against the class enemy, Affiliation of the
London Co-~op Political Committec naticnally to thc “abour
Party would be an important step towards that end,

Graham Bash - National Secretary

The FEconomic Crisis Deepens

The economic forxasts of the National Institute for ¥conomic
Social Research, of "The Economist" of the "Financial Times"

and of The London School of Business Studies (published in

the "Sunday Times") - all spoke for big business and the banks -
demonstrate how deep the present economic crisis is and how

it will worsen . this vyear, Professor Alan Waites wrltes in

the "Financial Times",

"By any standards 1970 was a remarkable yezr, The
combination of many of the characteristics of a mild
recession - stagnant output and increasing unemployment -
together with a rapid rate of price and inflation 1s as
universal as it is unwelcome’,

He goes on

" e eesewe Must expect @& hard time ahead, Growth of

real output cannot accelerate rapidly in 1971, There
will be no catching up and we shall be lucky tc achieve
the growth rate of 1970, There can be no rapid expansion
of output to mop up the prevailing spending power already
created, The price level must keep on rising rapidly
during 1971 and nothing can be done to stop it." ”

continued/. ceo e
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Nor is the crisis limited to the British economy. Prices
went up by 5.25% in the USA (despite an enornious reduction
in growth and increase 1in unemployment, 5.25% in France,
5.,75% in Japan, 6.25% in Italy and 7% in Vest Germany,

"The Economist" expects YWorld trade to slow down in 1971,
The ORECD expects VWorld trade toc fall in value from 15% to
10%. Probably mcre important is the international payments
situation. The British balznce of payments was in surplus
on current account in 1970 partly due to a fortuitous
improvement in the terms of trade, but there 1is every reasoll
tc believe that this is only temperary, As "The Economist"”
writes:"....8 grave deterioration in the balsnce of payments,
There is a possibility of this”, Internationally, a
serious inbalance in intermational payment is expected to
persist during 1970, a large float of short term capital

in WYest Germany took place, despite the 1969 revaluation

of the mark -~ its partly due TO high interest rates that

the West Germans need to control inflation, West Germany's
reserves are at a record level and her current account
surplus is expected to 1ncreasec, A lot of the influx

of capital she experienced represents dollars that could
suddenly be converted into gold stock, |

In addition, there 1s the problem of low liquidity that
sparked off several major bankruptcics in 1970 "The sconcmist"
writes:

nThere are -other unchartcecred waters into which forecasts
are sailing as a result of what happened in 1970. A

World that experienced the Penn, Central cocllapse, Crysler
rumours the dissaster calls of Mr Bernie Cornfield the
halving of the share price of British Leyland and the
Rolls Royvce crisis, can never be quite the same again

as before these things happened”,

It is this crisis which is due to the contradiction in the
capitalist system, that is forcing the Tories, as the high
priests of monopoly capitalism, to try and fix the blame for
the crisis onto the trade unions "The Zconcmist" speaks the
lenguage of big business mecst plainly, WVhilst giving full
support to the Tories it urges them to go further with
"a restrain of the growth of the money supply .... a tight
incomes policy over cecntrally bargained wage increases and
.esees 2 budget that gives away bigger tax reliefs ....."
The Labour and TUC lezders must be fcrced - -to resist these
efforts of big business and their representative, the Tory
government, to make the woriing class pay ror the crisis of
the capitalist system, A genceral strike wmust be organised
to defeat the Anti-Union Legislation and to force the Tories
to resign, Only a Labour government thot brings the economic
and political power of the country intoc the hands of the working
class and implementsgenuindy cccialist pclicies can solve

continued/ceeeeos



thAe crisis.,

L LT

The delusion cof some of the Lab.ur ani TUC leaders that
economic expansion can solve the crisis witnhsut a obasic
change of power in scciety in favour of thnc worging class
can only prepare the way for the defeat of tre working
class, The foct that certain c¢f the more liber:zl sscticns
of the ruling class, whec fear o showdown with the Labour
movement, advocate expansionary measures, demonstrates the
bankruptey of the expansion illusion ! co long as the
economic power of the country remains in the haonds of

big industrizlists and wmillicnaire bankers, guaint and
scFisticated blueprint for an expansionary road ocut ofi..
the crisis amount to nothing but rcacticnary utcpia, Big
business wants tax reliefs, laws zgainst the unionc and
lower labcocur costs and only tize industrizl strongth of

the Lzbocur movement, mobilized by the Labour znd TUC leaders

can stop big business from achicving these cnds, This 1is
why the Labour movzment nhns to talle the power ou ehalfl
of and fecr the working class and natiocnalise t-e l and the

banks, the insurance compenies and -the bilig moncpolies,

Nigel Grimwade ~ Exeter Young Chartists

mn pewm sunt PRE MEED @ui) Wy grum W MW

Nc return to "In Place of Strife'" or "Donovan!" !

In recent months thbro hive been many useful and thought
provoking articles analysing the Labour Governments' "In
Place of Strife" and more recently the Tory anti-union

L]

white paper "Fair Deal at Jork",.

This article concentrates mzinly on one aspect, which h=
received scant attention, but is of crucial importance,

Both anti-union documents share one thing in common - they

are an attack upon the working class and particularly its
grass roots strength on the sliop floor, They share this
attack with the Donovan Heport, wcectli nre ctterpts to '"redress'
the balance between Labour and caopital,

The working class in Dritain,huas over the coursc of 200 years
built up a movement, to safeguard its interests, Although

rat movement has been diverted from its initial purpose, which
was to create a better society, by a leadership whose main
interests lie with our existing system, thc movement still
retains its enormous strength, During times of cconomic
growth this strength does not reyresent a direct threat, but
durlng periods of stagnation or decline the Labour movement
acts as a barrier which coapitalism find difficult to suppress,

»
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Thereforc during the postwar bcom the confrontation between
labour and capital was minimal,certainly 'containable!,

But Western ccepitelism has been going through a period

of stagnation during the last Two oOr three vears,
Capltullsm must, by some mechanism, reduce the strength of
the Labour movcment or head -on collisicns will 'be
inevitable and potentially catastrophic for ite This
then, is what the recent spate of anti-union 1le glslatlon is
aimed at doing. |

But there is one interesting aspect of the Labour movement
which has often been cverlookxed,by us, but certzinly not by
our opponents! -~ The growlng strength of the rank and file
within the Labour movement, growing strength at the expense
of the bureaucrats, This can be directly traced baclk to the
Labour governments'incomespolicy. The main purpose of that
legislation was to restrict the growth of wages - that it was,
in the long term relatively unsuccessful is of i1ittle 1nterest
to us here but in reality it was only able tc restrict
National . Agreements and settlements, TYou can police a nil
norm in relation to 2-3,000 national agreements, but it is
impossible with abcut 3,00,000 local agreements, Therefore,
to evade the incomnes pollcy}trmae¢ unions were forced to put
the emphasis on local bargaining, which in turn meant giving
power to shop stewards and therefore in turn to the rank and

file.

These, then, arce the recent ﬂlstorlc .1 reasons for the anti-
trade union legislation,

"Fair Deal at Werk'" restricts the bargaining strength of the
Labour movement by making contracts legally enforceable,
introducing strike ballots and imposing 60 day 'cooling off
periods', oullawing clcsed shops and laying down a code of
'good industrial practice', These clauses are designed to
redress the balancc between worker and employer and would
weaken the Labour movement, |

What militants within the mcocvement will have to guard against

and be prepared for is o suggestion by the Trade Union

leadership that what would mnke sense would be the implementation
of the recomendations of the !'Donovan' report, This report

can easily look like & rezsonable and well argued document
compared withh the Labour and Tory union bashing proposals, but
such a mistake may prove fotal to the ramk and file,

For Doncvan is potentially more dangerous because it is subtle,
gives power back tc the centre - the bureaucracy, and will

weaken the hands of ilie left, | |

Continued/. s e 000
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Capltmllom has been cble to accommodate minor reforms w1th1n

its framework, which have had thc effect of guietening the
working class while at the same time roic Aning oaind even
strengthening the existing system, Doncvean is such a reform
in relation to industrial relaticns, | |

Donovan:recdgniséd the 'spoetre! of the growing pewer of the

rank and file, "Ritfully and haltingly most of the major
unions have responded tco changlng conditicns by rcecognising
shop stewards and making scme effort to cquip thoem., Thus it

18 not se much that the unions have lost power as that there
has been = shift of huthorlty within thcm"

To remedy the effects of "wage drift" and the increasing

power cf shop stewards Donovan proposcd thot the formal

" system of bargoining, which is determinccd by trade union
burcaucrots and strong employers, should bc streng thened,

The weckening of shop stewards would bce frcilitated by

developlng w1th1n cach foctory :- | |

(2) Conprchen51vb and author itative collectlve
bargoining machinery.

(b) Joint proccdures for the ropid and equitable
settlement of grievances in a manner consistent
with relevant collective =zgrecements, ,

-(C) Agreements regulating the position of shop
stewards,

(d) Effectivce rules and procedures governing
disciplinary matters,

All these measurcs would mean a return to bargoining between
union burcaucrots and cemployers, both of whom recognise w1uer
issues such as "National Interest", better known as the
"employers' interest', |

The Report includedregistration of all sizeable collective
agreements, whiehwould hove given thc covernment power of
persuation at lcast over collcctive barganining, if not

dircct control, Turning to "restrictive practices" the
following sums’'up the report's viewe Experience of productivity
bargaining shows what can be ~ccomplished by the conclusion of
factory agreements. The proposals for the reform of the
~collective bergaining system are therefore fundrmental to

the improved use of manpower, They will put in minagements'

hands an instrument - the factory agreement -~ which, properly
used, con contribute to much higher productivity"., The new
system of collective bargaining at loc2l lcvel would, it 1s
openly admitted, place power in thc hands of menagement,

ntinued/........



strikes

On the question of strikes the report admits that as

a whole strikes do not constitute an ecconomic threat and
that official strikes razrely do so., ~hat it is concerned
with are unofficial strikes - not becsuse they are led by
a group of politicelly motivated men but because "they
heve & damaging effect on menagerial initiative", in other
words uncfficial strikes place power in the hands of shop
stewards., Its onswer,in addition to putting negotiating
power back intc centralized hands, i8 to have more Industrial
Courts, 1in other words increase the level of government |
intervention, Donovan recognised that legal sanctions,
strike ballots and cocling-off periods are unworkasble |
his suggestions would achieve the decgired result!

These then are the main proposals of Donovan, they arce not
so spectacular as "Fair Deel at Jork", but the motivating
force 1s didentical; tc reverse the trend which has started
to place' control in the hands of the shop stewards and the
rank and file, >uch trends are vissble in the election
of SHcanlan to the Presidency of the AZF, |

Therefore, in the coming months dcecmands to be placed upcn
the TUC and the Labour Party should be: Defeat the Bill,
Defeat the Tories, No return to "In Place of Strife", and
Bewarc 2 Return to Donovan, |

eith Whelan (South ILoncdon Young Churtists)
LRELAND

As Ulster recovers from the Shankill riots and lurches
inte ancther crisis this Summer, it is worth reflecting
what we in the Labour movement can, and ought to do, to

aid our comrades in Ireland,

Firstly, we must place the blome where it belongs - on

the rulers at Westminster, To loolk for scapegoats anywhere
eise 1s a red herring, The original aim ci partition

was to leave zn enclave of direct political dominaticn in
thie North to economically dominate the rest of Ireland

whilst heading off tue home-rule movement, In this |
LLloyd George succeeded, HFis latter dey emulators - Heath

Cﬁjntinueﬁl/e o ® 9 &
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Faudllng and company - share the same perspectives,

However, Ireland is nc longer the backwater of rural
pasture land it once was, A sophisticzted industrial
base has developed in the South and with it an articulate
working class with its own Labour movcizent. The most
profitable course for the Teries is now to unite Irelﬁnﬂ
on a strictly copitalist basis, These moves were
pegun under MacMMillan and ccontinue today - including,

to their shame, the period of Labour's office, The
organeg for this gentleman's agreement were to be 'Liberals'
of the Orange Unionists suchh as C'Niell and the 'Green
Tories' such as Lynch and McAteer, Unfortunately

after encouraging bigotry and sectarianism for 50 years
it has resulted in all sorts of skeletons leaping out

of the cupboards in both the Stormont and Dail,

Barberians like Craig and nox-~-Cununingham rcally believe

that Ulster is 'God's province', They have no time

for the new-fangled ideas and have ammased real support
throughout the lNorth, On their right the Fascist
bible-~thumpers like FTaisley and Beattie alsco find their
strength growing, Conversecly Blancey zond Boland in the
South are Fianna Fail's skeletons, Their desire to scettle
accounts is in many wayse Jjust as Jdongerous,

It is worth reflecting theat the only movement to cut
across boundaries is the Labour movement, Only in its
ranks can protestant and cathelic workers unite to change
their miserable conditions, Iew they must do morc, An
all Irish Council of Labour is an urgent priority - this
idea, first put forward by Connolly, should embrace the
Northern Ireland Labcur Party, the Republican Labourites
and the Irish Lazbour Party as well as the TUC of =a2l1l Ireland,
However, minimal discussions are notonough its only
meaningful programme would be one of smashing the existing
set-ups by taking the comanding h01“hts of the ceconomies
out of their ceontrolliers hands Qnﬂ_runnlng them for the
benefit of the working people. Any other programme would
either be utopian or only get another "Liberal" soclution,
In fact protestant workers will not support any moveiment
which they sece associated with the Catholic church c¢r the
Green Tcries of Fianna Fail, nor will catholic workers
have any faith in "relorm unlnnlstﬁ" lilze O'Neill or
Chichester-Cliuork and in- this they arb culto right,

This magazine, therefore, talkes issue’with the ideas of
Tribune and many of the Labour Left whc supported and cven
urged«the use of British troops in Ire and, In our
estimation British troops went intoc Ulster to defend Rritish

continued/ces oo
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big business and e smash any resistance of the population,
The immediate programme for the Labour Perty to rursue in
connection with: this was formulated very well by East

Willesden CLP in their conference resolution last yvear,
This demanded the immediate withdrawal of British troops
and a united front:of the Irish Labour movement to combat

sectarianism., Their example could well be followed by
the rest cf the movement,

Keith Veness, |

West Londen Young Chartists

"The struggle that lies ahead could be tne bitterest and
most crucial in trade union history",

(Hugh Scanlan on the coming battle agrinst "Fair Dezal

at Work", Charter BRIEFING, Labour Party Ccnference 1970)

in thé same issue of BRIEFING, and on the same question,
conference delegates read: |

"Today a showdown may be approaching, whether we like 1t

cr not, And we may as well prepare for it, Under the
present Tory offensive (against the Miners,;,against the
Local Government workers and ageainst the whole trade union
movement ), we may find a stark choice facing us before

very long: either capitulate and be crushed by the Torlos,
cr take the power, The Young Chortists will mnot be the
only ones in the Labour movement to insist that the second
alternative be chosen, Indeed, on the "extreme left"

(if clause four is "extreme" !) of the Labour Party, we
intend to organise and to increase in numbers until we

can together thunder the demand to ocur leaders with the
voice of -the whole working class movement : "break with

the employers! take the power! or clse we'll toke it
ourselves!" The pressure for a general strike may become
invincible, Then we would be forced to take industrial
action, take over our factories and places of work, dissarm
the present ruling class, occupy its buildings - and hand
over the whole power to a2 special Trades Union Congress

and Labocur Party conference for the purpose of reconstituting
our society on the basis of workers'councils, workers'

- control and the common ownership of the meanc of production,!

Accordlng to some of our biggest trade union leaders a general

strike, if the Tories persist in their anti-union offensive, is

a strong possibility, Terrible uangers could be facing the

‘;whole movement if we embark on sich an action unprepared, Befcre
any sort of general strike is called there must be a conference

,of shoE stewards from all the unlons 1nvolved to LlSCUSS its
ultimate aims and objectives,
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The "Chartist" does not usually waste time arguing with the
other small tendancies of the British Left, “idhy telk

to the monkey when you can talk to the organ-grinder" as a
certain Welshmzn once sald., On this occasion, however,

the Bditorial Board decided that a statement was necessary

to combat the ncocnsence being peddled around, by people who
ought to know better, about the war in Vietnam and the rest
of Indochina, Selow is our stotement, let's have your views
or comments on it ~ THI EDITOR.

"In 1968, a march of over 100,000 people took place through
London, Its organising slogans were "Victory to the NLF"
and "Stop Labour's complicity in the war®. The students
and trade unionists who marched that day scared the living
daylights out of the "egtablishment', This march was,
however, a watershed. T4 marked the high point of the
SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT and the &clipse, albeit a temporary
one, of the soggy PEACE brigade, Now, twc ycars later,
1ittle is left of the march, or its organisers, and that
cisgraceful group of pacifists and fellow-~travellers THE
SRITISH CAMPAIGN FOR PEACE IN VIETNAM (BCPV), again dominates
the scene as far as the left is concerned,

How has this sorry'state of affairs come about ?  The
"Chartist" considers it is neither inevitable nor strange
but can be troced to bad politics on the part of the

organisers of the Vietnem movement. The solidarity brigade
quite correctly points ocut thut one must see the VIETHAMESE
struggle as a soclal revolution, There 1s 1o half-way house,

either Vietnam goes under the control of thQ.NLF, socialises

its land and industry, and crentes a workers state - or it
becomes another "banana rcpublic" of the USA,  This means,

that one must take sides, and be seen to teke sides, in

support of those who fight against US aggression, Far too

many "left-wingers" try to ignore this fact and attempt to be
neutralist in their attitude toc the war, vhat the supporters

of VSC and similar orgonisations who support the solidarity

line don't reslise, or try to ignore, is that the Vietnamese
workers and peasants zre led by a caste of people who have
already, once in 1946 and angain in 1954, tried to betray

the struggle. Now they are having another go in Paris at
‘beheading the struggle. Those people who preached uncritical
support of Ho Chi Minh in 1968 were left trying to explain

to their bewildered supporters why the man whose name they
chanted tried to sell short the struggle they ecnthusiastically,
ancd quite rightly supported, They must-also expleain why the
USA gecined its first sropagaenda victories for three years with
Nixon's phoney "Peace ond withdrawal offensive" and also why the
NLF is now supporting, of 211 people, Sihancuk =nd his discredited
rovalists in Cambcdia, - | I _ ;" .
continued/eeees
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This :support has in foct allienated the peasants and workers
who see little difference‘between the extortions of Lon Nol
and Sihanouk himself, Any future movement in Britain must,
béfore teking acticon on Vietnam and Indochini,.besides giving
unconditional support, must critieise and take intc account
the treccherous role played by the bureaucratic caste of the
DVR, . More. important, this movement must recocgnise that,
once the victery. is won in Laos, Vietnom and Cambodia, it

cen only be preserved by the victory of the working class

in Japan,.WQstern Europe and ultimately the USA itself.,
Young Chartists will participate 1n any future actions

on their slogans - "NO DEALS" "FOR A UNITED SOCIALIST
VIETNAM" "VICTORY TO THE NLF" "“FOR A UNITED FRONT OF THE
LABOUR MOVEMENTS TO ALD VIETNAM" , This to us is the cnly
way forward, | | |

+ .

AGATNST THE COMMON MARKET - FOR_A UNITED SOCIALIST FUROPE

The efforts of the Tory government to et Britain into the
Common Merket have to be seen in the context of the enormous
cconomic crisis facing the Tories, ThHe fact that the Tories
are the major upholders of this system forces them to keep
cown the living standards of worxing peéple”in Qrder to try
and solve the crisis, But in doing so the Tories increase
the resistance of the trade union and Labour movement, which
in turn threatens the continuaticn of the system, This
contradiction underlies every step the Tory government takes,

Thus, British capitalism needs to cnter the Common Market

to gain access to a wider market, but in doling So agalin
heightens the militancy of the trade unions, who stand

firmiy opposed to the expected cnormous increase in the

cost of living that would necessarily result from entry.,

in 1954 the UK share of manufactures exported from the 12
main exporting nations was 20,1% but by 1964 it had fallen

to 13.7%. vet betwecen 1953 - 64 4LO% of Britain's increase

in exports went to the EEC, despite the Common External
Tariff imposed on "outsiders" wicreas only 20% of the increasc
went to EFTA of whom Britoin 1s & member naticn,  Britain's
trade with the Commonwealth heas slackened severely cuc to the
increasing share of Commonwealth trode going to the USA,
Pressure on the rate of profit has made access to overseas
markets, particularly the expandlng morkets of Western lurope,

essential for BRritish capitalism,

Continu@d/o ¢ o8 s e e
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But in order to obtain this the ruling class has to force
the working class to accept higher food prices - the result
of switching to the Common Agricultural Policy cf the £EC
based on import levies in contrast to the food subsidy
system of the UK, An initial estimated 500 million pounds!
burden on the balance of paymentsis another cost which
British capitalism can hardly afford, In order to cover
thot deficit the Tories will have to reduce domestic
consumption, increasc interest rates and restrain wage
increases, Thus,in more ways than one, entry into the
Common: Market will hit at the pockets of working pcople,

Tt was the need for wider markets and thc pressure that

was building up on internal profit rates that drove the
europezn capitalist class into forming the Common Market,
The big monopolies of the USA were threatening to invade
Western Europe and turn it into a disguised colony,

But the neccessity for integration was countered by the
barriers of private property and national boundaries,
Constont rivalry between the six had hampered almost every
move towards effective integration. =~ the question of fuel
volicy and the question of a common agricultural policy,
and the question of Euratom Commission, and the gquestion

of monectry policy etc, Eoch member state competes with
- the other and seecks to obtain the best bargain in any |
agrcecement for i1tself, All the common authorities set up

by the EEC (including the EEC Commission itself) have
been rencdered nowerless by the fear of sparking off rivalries
that could split the EZXC, |

Neither the critical support given by the Labour leaders
for entry or the isolationist "opposition" to entry of
the 'Tribune' MP's provides an zclternctive to the Common

Market, Britcin cannot solve the economic pnroblems within
her own nationcl .boundaries - she needs the assistance of
the economic resourses of BEurope, Only the nationalisation

of the commanding heights of the economy and the building

of the United Socialist States of FEurope provide any rcalistic,
sociclist alternative tc the Common Market and the bankrupt,
capitalist economic system, '

Without help.from the Labour movements of_both estern and
Eastern Eurcpe, a Libour Government that implemented
genuinely socialist policies would be badly isolated,

The Labour leaders must prepare now by opening ncgotiations
with the leaders of labour of =2ll the Europecn stotes,
including the worker states of Eastern Burope, The

labour leaders must immediately breck off all relations
with.big.business and thce bankers and come out in support
of 2 United Socizlist Stotes of Burope as the socinlist
alternctive toc the Common Market, The Labour and TUC

Continued/eeeeoe
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leaders must combine to use the industrial strength of
the Labour mcvement, to force the Tories to resign, arocund
a socizlist programme for the Building of & scciclist Britain,

A Labour gevernment bocked by the industrial strength of
the Labour moverient, thrt brings the economic ond political
power of the country into the hinds of the working class,
will give a mighty impetus toc the building of the United
Socialist States of Eurcpe., It could trigger off ~an upsurge
in the Labour movement of both Vestern and EBEastern JZurope,
threatening the position of the naresitic bureaucracies of
Russia ,, Poland, Yugoslavia and sc on. The toking of power
by the working class would then prepare the way for massive
economic exponsion on the basis of sccial needs, an economy
of super sbundance and ultimately o World Sociclist
Federction, '

Albert Fnwright - Zxeter Young Chirtists
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POSTSCRIP

Comrades,

Before we close a few words of explanation about this issue,
Our original plans were for irrcgular printed editions of

the "Cheortist, However, events are moving so swiftly

that 211 the comrades on the Editorial Board felt obliged

to bring it cut monthly, even if duplicated, for the present,
Obviously this mecans o higher level cof commitment of both

the Young Chartists who produce this and of ocur many renders
and supporters, We are confident that you wont let us down -
so confident that we nre opening a Chortist fighting fund
from this issue onwards with a target of 200 pounds for a

start, so that a monthly printed issue is feasible, Befcre
lenving the technical side, a few comments about the last
issue, Thanks to the Eampshire Young Chertist who sold

such o large number in his "out of the way" place, Also

we reccived two dozen enguiries cbout the publicaticn and
nsking about the Young Chartists, These range from traodes
unionists to the Sudanesc FEmborssy and a Cornish Nationalist
group in Falmouth, We ceven had a threatening gostcard from
someone who accused us of being in league with Harold wilson
and the Communist Party !

This is o gecod time to re-state whit we have said on the
Bill, If we zre to smash it, the Tory government nmust

also be smashed,th .t much is beconing daily clearer,
Lhccordingly, we welcome any caupalgn which ~cknowledges

this eg,that run by our brothers and sisters of the Socialist

Labour League, However, where we disagree 1s that =
c.mpaign to defecat the Tory government immediately poses
the problem of taking power, If vou don't sce things 1n

this light, there is no perspective except a return to the
idiocies of the lost six years of Wilscn's government,
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We suspect the SLL, and m.ny other tendencics on the left,
haven't thought this through yet., We, alone it appears,
believe the Tories c-n be smashed awdrcxl power token by
the,Labour.moVement. |

The US invasion of Luos, for th- t 18 what it is, spells

anqther lessyn_por uss . As wc say in =& stetement in this

issue, the war is, andalways hes been, an all Incdochinese

war. There can be no sclution soc long as cne smerican
soldierremains in the oonlngula. To those who »nin théir

hopes on the Paris peace talks this latest aggrc¢81on must

surcly end this naive trust, e revneat agein, NO D ““ALo -

VICTORY TO THE NLF =s the only basis for a settlement that

will bring any solution to the peoples of Indochine, .

A
*

Lestly, the Young Chartists haove established fraternal relations v
with'!'Workers Action' of the USA, This is an excellent ’
publications of the "Committce for o Labour Party", and

represents the best views of the left in the UDLA, From

now on we hone to exchonge articles and sell ench other's
papers and pamphlets, Lnyone recuiring either 'Workers o o
Lcticn!' or ~ny information should write to us at the Editor's
address, and any lettcr of interest we will forward to the

USA,

eith Veness - Ecitor

Printed and Published by Chartist Publicetions, 34 Concaster
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