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THA LEFD? FL4NK OF IHE ROOSZVILT RIGTuE -~ THI STALINISTS.

The ninth convention of the voouaunigt” Party of the United
States closed Sunday, June 28, in Hew Yurk, aftar selecting an alac-
“tion platforac and nominating Browier and Ford for President and Vice~
Prasident. Saven hundred and ten delagates from all parts of the
country, representing about 45,000 wesmbers, followed tha Stalinist
leaders in their opportunist Propousals.

Gonvention swings to the right.

In this convention tha Stslinists, like the Socialists in their
convention, took a big step toward tha right. The concapts of tha
slass struggle ani of the socisl reovolution were unheard and were Ob-
sent frow the reports and spaechas of the convention and from the line
adopted for the elaction cawmpaign.

Wain alection slogan - raformist.

‘The dominating slogan of ths ninth convention is "A frae, peace~

 ful, prosperous, happy Americut - the dream of the vest majority of
the nation.” This is a BOURGEOIS DZNOCRATIC SLOGaN and hes nothing

~ in coumon with a slogan representing the CLASS IN[EREST of the work-~
ing olass at this stage of American capitalist dscay. Neitho® froa-
dow, peace, prospority, nox happiness ocan be achiesved by the Amsrican
working class through the wachinsry of bourgecis democracy and its
glcetion campaizns. Such & goal cen be reashad only AFIER tho revo-
lution which overthrows th3 exploiters and their gtate - otherwise it
is a "dream". Otherwise absolutaly any capitalist agent could cam-
paign on this slogan and sorve his wasters well. It would help the
capitalists against the workers. 1t is & reformist slogan.

Tha Left Fank of the Dewmocrats.

The Stalinist slogoen against the twin partiss of cupitalism is
go worded as to lauve. the door wide opsn for the wurkers to support
Ro0S3valt. The slogan and the line is a mild 'leftY oriticisu of
Roosevelt and @ blast zgainst the Republicans.

"The Communist Party duclaresd without gquolifications that tha
Loendon-Eearst Wall Street tickat is ths chisf ensuy of the liberties,
poace and prosperiisy of the american Puople. Its vietory would carry

Y Gur country & iong way toward fascism and war." Thus, without gquall-
fication, tho Stalinists expose their opportunist position and their
open support of the w1iporal” bourgecisie agdinst the reactionary

3 pourgooisiae. '

By raforins to the Landon-Hoorst waLL STREET ticket, the Stalin-
ists iwply that the RonseVel: ticket is ugainst #3211 Strest. This is
abgolutely falsa. The Republilican Paxty represents one Rroup of in-
periaiists and the Demscratic Party and Roosauvelt reprosent another
wroun of juperialists and snother group of Wull Street cupitnlists.

With 16 willion unouployed, with the Unitad States definitely in
the period ¢f aorld 2spitalist decay, the 51d methuds of holding the
workers in line will no longer work: "now deal" wothods of politinal,
aconiiic and 'lorult subjoction fire NOC38/T ALY . fn this respsct the

b housavalt Dowderats urc doing the job »f nolding the workers in cheo
i
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far wore effactively thun the old Adeal gfgitalists within both partios,  *
They are doing it with pillions in subsxglas fox thg siploiters, a{ ths
prics of cruubs and promisss for tha WoHrkers. Browder and the Stalipn-  *
ists accept this as "progressive. It i plain batrayal cf the work- i
Jing class. ‘ i

 In the Saturday, June 27th isoue of tho Dally Worxer thay hava a .-
biz caption: "Lewmka, Landon, Hearst -~ Labox wugt act now o defeat -
Tories." By ouission and ioplication this means that Ruvsevelt is 0.K., »#
The Strlinist Party has become tha leff flank of thsa Rousuvelt regiue.,
In lexice, Greecs and wmany other countrics tho Stﬁllﬂl?ts oponly p
support thz cupitnlist governments. - In rrance, the United States and .
othor countries they eurry on a policy of acting as the left flank of i
the zovernment, ' '

Staliﬁist'line the sane a8 Roosevult's.,

The wain line of the Rousevelt cawpaign strategy is: liosralism

v&. cinservatism, trs Now Deal vs. the Cld Dsal, the dsfenders of the
pucplost rishts vs. tha privileged few at thas top. The nain slogan
and ths cain Tins of tho Stalinists is in content identical. The only
diffsrsnce is in the words. 4he Stalianists use words $> the lsft of
tlhe Democraits. Instead of libesralism vs. ths reactionaries, the
tallnists say "Oowoepacy ve. Fascism'"., Instead or New Deal vs. vld
Depl, the Steliniste sy "Landon-mearst~Wall STREZL tizket is the
chisf enawy ¢f the liburtian, pence and p1osperity of the agonican
Pecploe™, Instoad of the councn pavpls ve. tha privilsgea few wi the
toL, the Sctalinists say "Build tn» iLmerican Pucples Front (Furuer - K
Lubor Party) 4o halt the rising monacs of fasciswy in the Uniltod States¥.
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Stalinists and Socizlists hand workers over to the capitalists,

The Pasples Front and its Awexican counterpaft, the Farmer-~-Labor A
Paxty, is the orzanizational instrusant to whiceh the "democratic" suc- |
tisn of the bvurzecisie tis the working class. It is the wswns whare-
By ths BStalinists and Sceilalists fwrn the workers uver, bound and
caggel, to the "dowooratic" section of the cupitalists, undar bourg-
30181s loadership, This is roeformism, opportunisia, bhetruyal;- tha
role of allies of the boursasisia.

fo esver up his betrayal Browder misquotes Lenin.

Browdser, specking of Lonin, says "He taught us when, how, under
what eonditions, the Coucunist could not only vote for but even anter
into wlliances with bourgeois candidates and parties, against the '
trhreatoning attack of overwhelming reactionary forces." Then Browder
quotes Lenin, Vol, 3, page 153: : ' ‘

e e A o

"Gan o clags-gonsclous worksy ignore thas democratic struggle for
the sake of the Soeiallst strugele, or ignorce thse lattor for the suke
o f the foraert Yo, a class-consclious workers calls hiwzelf o Social~
pomcerat {that wis whan the Cowaunist Party was ogalled Social-Demdera-
tic Labor Pirty.-2.B,) pracisely because he understands the interrala-
ion butwean %ha tws struggles. He knows thot thare is no other rozd
to sveislisum but ths road through dewmvcracy, through political liborty.
He thorvetfore gtrives fur bthoe cowmplete and consistunt achievouent o1 '
o doemderacy for the saks of attaining the ultiuste zoal - socinlisu. Vhy

ars not the conditions fox the demveratic s¥rugzle the sams us the gon~ |
ditions f£or the sccialist strugzgleY Bocause the workaers will necussare
ily have difforont allies in those tw> strugslas., The workors wagu ;
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the demooratic strugzle togethex with a ssction of the bourgeosie.’

- The guotations we hava given here fram Browder and frow Lonin
~have nothing in comwon., Browdey makes soveral fundamental errors.,
It is Browder who speaks of VOIING and ALECTIONS, suborxdinating the
Workers to their allies, and it is precisely Lenin who spwaks 0of the
INDZPENDZNT strugale of the workers for DIMOCRATIC deusnds and for
‘S00L.YL ileuands, pointing out thut the workers will have diffarent
ALLISS in these different phases of the struggle.

. Lenin spoke of allies and alliances, but this was always, in
his views ang sotivity, kept within the framewdrk of the POLITICAL
and ORG.NIZATIONAL INDEPZNDENCE of the revolutionary Marxlan Oorganliza-
tisn.  As Trotsky sloganized the relationship: "iarch saparately anmd
2trike togother."™ But now, even Iroteky, with the turn of the Inter-
national Gompunist Lesguo, has yeverted to his war-poriod revisionist
LpoSition on this fundamental question.

. Browder's ocncopt i the opposite of Lenin's, Browder, through
“bhe "Pooples Front™ subordInsbed tho working elass and its party

- Solltically and orsunizationally to. a section of the beorgecisie which
“Ue  fizhting another seotion of the bourgeoisise, This is the same
wshevretical concept of the four-class party which Stalin inflicted on
““he Chinese revolution, thereby subordinating the Souwunist Party, the
C oroletarict and the peasantry tc the Koumintang and Chiang Kuil Shek.
“rowder, having taken part in beheading the Chiness revolution, is
“low reponting this "Lenlnist™ stratezy in tha Unitod States.

A Raforiism, not Pascisw as thsa Stalinists

. clain, is the ivmediate dangar.

. Bruwder says that voting for bourgsois. candidates and forming

=1liosnces with bourgecis partiesm takes place when the workers are
tupoatanod With an OVERJEBLMING R3aCiIONsKY FORCE. Is thut the case

Ahoduyt  No, it is not.

Sty Ths Stalinists have menufuctured the Fascist dunger in amexica.

v3.nd distorted the fuots, The real junediate danzer of the working
lags 18 KEFORMISH - reformism led by the Staliniste and Socialists
o ars tying the workers o the "dewmcorutic pouxgeoisia™ through tho
dMirwer-Lubor Perty, to the Lewis trade union class gollaboration
wvereat through a class ocllaboration unomployed wovement. Tha

rinana methods and tho same rosults apply in the casa of %thesir petty-

sy 7onis Nagro movement, their petty-bourgeois agrarian progranm,
3 shelr sobty-bourgssis youth program, ete. gte. :

o

L |

The Stalinists label avery forw of roaction: Pascism, But many.
yf thsAlabar struzgles of ths past in the United Stetos were larger,
fanra viuvlont, and wore fousght against wore violent forms of rsaction

L e
-

z vbhan are beinr foupht todey ~ yot they wore not "Fasciso",

5 1sbsl every forw of reaction as fascism is tu cover up the
gal fuscist fcrcess. The Stalinists tocduy are guilty 2f the sawe
yimes thet the sicisl-dsucernts words suilty of when tha Stalinists
£1lel theu scceial-fasclists, cnd 1f wo used Stalinist labols we would
‘have 6o call the Btulinists thowsslves "soeial~fascists™. But we con-
guhad thelr criues oOf yesberdsy when thay lutped a1l forus Of oppn-
tion to ths ravelution inty ons comp, und wu cdndawn thuir action
day whon they L1abel all foxms of reaction as fascisw und ¢all this
g imwodiate daner when the resal iuweldintoe duongor to the working e

3
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cla&é in therUnited States is & short period of deadly reforumisa.

against armed insurrsction.

The Stalinists, like the Socialists, havc odws out for reform
and against arwed insurrection, against the social revolution. Browder!

gpeach te ths Convention dealt with this:

"he Communist Party must use the oppor bunity of this eleetion to '
smash oncs and for all the superstition, which has boen ewbodicd in a 33
naze of ecourt decisions having the forcs of law, that our party is an
advecate of force and violence, that it is subject to 1§ws {Fadexal -
Tucipgration laws, state Teriaminal syndicalisa' lawg), erected against
such advocacy. The Couaunist Party is not a conspxrat}vg orgJinization, !
it is an open ravolutionary party, continuing the traditions of 1776
and 1861; it is tha only organization that is really entitled by its 5
progran and work to designate itsalf as "sons and daughters of‘the
iner ican revolution.,™ {Quotation, including euphasis, from Daily
Hurker, June 25, 1936).

snd again, Browder the reformist, in his kiay 80th speach at Chi-
eago, handled the question of armed insurrection as follows:

"Let me briefly repudiate souwe of the wost ssrious churzes uade
against us. Some say we "advocate violsnce™, that we aro conspirators
and tarrorists, that we ore against dewocracy. That is not truc. It
is far from corrsct as if those charges wers made apainst washington
ang Lincoln., ' We know too well how the toilers suffer frou rsactionary
violence. Whon, however, we say that we are not pucifists, not non-
rasisters, we ars in the best traditions of awericeniswm. Since whan
heve Ausricans besn pacifists? We support and f£ight for deuvcratic
rights of thoe masses. We would subscribe to such a declur4ation against
violence which would not be a pacifist repudiation of awerica's birth
48 an indspsndent nation or of the great Lincoln.™

Porhays Browder can find a quotation frow Lenin to soften his
Seat in thas sams boat with "the Father of his country" and "the great
suanciputor”™ -- three wen in a boat, anti-cupitalist ravolutionaries!

For reform. Against the ovarthrow of caplitalisu,

Nowhere in the election platform of the Stalinists do thay connsct
Wy propcrly the struggle for iumediats demands with the strusple for
wltinate dowands, democratic dewands with socialist dewands. Howhere
doaes the platform, program, or propadanda flowing frow it properly
pres3nt the question of overthrow. In faet, the Stalinists zive the
opposite of tha correct positicn. Speaking of their program Browdsr
goys "This is not a prograwm of revolutionary overthrow of capitalisn. T
It cun bs roalized within tho framewcrk of the presont seconowmic systom
by a peoples governmant backed by the organized wassss, dstervinsd to
~fight and to keep VWall Streot and its Fascists out of pgower.”

This is sowing parliamentary illusions. It is not the ravolution
ary utilization of parliament for the interast of the struggle for the
dictatorship of the proletariat. A revolutionist cannot presont it
tellute dewands in an election progran for use on the POLITICAL fiedl
which are ontirely wvoid of a proper reference to and connection with
the question of HOW the WORKING CLaS8 will T«KE POWER.
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In addition, tho samo fundamsental erxor which runs throu
lo works of Stalinism crops uy in the above guotation,. rThihszgfinm
8 ure swing ¢ have a pooples' governwont within the framowork of
supit.list system that will keop iall Strest out of powsr. This
ons uvf thae thooretiocal fountuin-heads OF the Peoplas Pront error
the Farwmer-Labor Party orror. No party under capitalism, in the
8mo 0l tho peoply, the farwsxs, the workers or the uiddls class, can
QI Ve thga& clusses. CThey all, of nacessity, serve the interests of
pna saction of financs capital against anothar sedtion, ons section of
Hall S@raat against anothor section of Wall Strest, the new deal im-
porizlists against the 0ld deal impaerislists. To spaak of a pooples
ﬁovarmmant arainst dall Street is to apae Roosevolt with laft phrases,

~ ths Stalinist Party and their Lovestons camp followers, the
Boclulist Purty and thelr Trotskyits followsrs both presant reforuist,
copportunist olection prograws for the 1936 slsction. 0nly the Rave-
Slutionary Jorkoers League prosents an slection program of class
cstrus;le and revolution. The workers interoests in the 1936 oelections
wre ro rasanted by thas Revolutionsry Workers League and tha Youns
Workers Laague, ' ' ,

z
!
;

Suppoxt the Revolutionaxry Workers League.
Sujuort the Workers Vote. |

Supnort Gurrett and Roberts ih the 1936 Zlections.
For tho Ovarthrow of Gapitalisn.

For o Jorkers Governuent in the United Stutos.

-y - N 0 - g ">

Ve loarn from La Lutts Qumricwe (July 11 ergan of the Tattskye
4t3 Inforn.pi nilist Verkers Party,that Perwat,merber of the Pol it
il Bwrlau of the CP, of France,ls been removed from all posts
and invited to 'rscegnize his errcrall EEERL AR o

Forrat had written a letter o LYHumanite .stating that thouse
ands of rank and file Certuniste oppcSed the pacred: Unicn{Stal inw
Laval ,the unc¢ritical suppert of Blunx,the pclicy of restraint in
strikes,ind the Whole new line of chauvinism and class ccollaboration
| The rescluticn of the Central Cenmittee of June 13,in Which
the gfaliniste take PFerrat to task,should sarve as an eye opener ic
Coriundst Workers, The CP dces net hesitate te say that the vievs

Zpresssd by Fer at are inccmpatible Wwith merbership, :

Lagt year,7hen a™sirilar situatich arcss on asmaller scals,
the Trotgkylites wore'unsble tc influencs it because they Were nembem
¢f the SFIO, Teday,though forrally independent,they are agaln, oxe
¢l uded frern effoctive interventicn becsuse,dince they have refusoed &
t¢ condsin their past cocurse and have crganized their neWw arty cn &
Left Sceiclist{Centrist pregran their influence upen the Werkers

Will be negative.




 clude elevators, mills, cannerins, ¢

o

Ihﬁwégxa:iagszggxgm,gi_ihg_§g,1§;1§§.E@z§x-

. eoed
~ The Agrarian Program of the Socialist Party adopted at the = |8
Cleveland Convention which is based on the linc of the "Common~  #lf

wealth Plan" endorsed by it, 1s a bourgeois reformist program and W'
even more narrov-minded than the New Deal and Republican programs, W!
The new deal sgencies of the U.S, Department of Agriculture as well of

as a host of bourgeois New Deal farm experts have already insti- 8
tuted far greater "radical" measures and reforms since 1 31 than
are proposed in the Socislist Party Program. i
' ﬂl

Some Agro-economists of all shedes,(New and 01d Deal) s
Andustrialists and bankers when dealing with the agrarian crisis ;
in the U.S, are forced to admit the interdependence between Ameri- |
cen agriculture and world trade and vorld prices, and they,therefor%
point out the utter futilitg of attempting superficizl remedies L
unless the fundemental and basic reasons behind the agrarien crisis,,
namely, the present system of land tenure, capitalist private pro~
perty, commodity production, and the vorld merket are modified, -
The Socialist Part program does not even raise one elomentar
slogan vhich can ig anygway amefiorate tge present su%gering gf
the share-croppers and poor farmers; on the contrary, its progrem
is drawn up in such a way as to =zid the middle and wealthy farmers
at the expense of the poor, Concerning the ultimate émancipation

“through the organization of the agricultural laborers and goor
fermers into councils for the seizure of the large landhol ings,

plantations, ete., the abolition of private property in land, there
is not a word, ! .

Reactiohary Theory of "Family Farming".

. .The Program "proposes the abolition of tenant and corporation
farming"., The program dees not state how this will be accomplished.
To this the "Commonweslth Plan" replies that the Government will
"acquire™ such lands and "the owners will receive “compensation™
for such lands. The "Commonwealth Plan" specifies that only "land
otned in absentee® v1ll be acquired by the Government. How then
does the Socialist Party “propose" the abolition of corporation
farms not ovned "in absentee"? . '

_The plank further chlls for the substitution of the use and
occupancy title for family farming”. Now what will the occupancy
tltlgs.assure the farmers? = What is really proposed here is the
institution of subsistence farming, not to compete vith the large
§arms ?nd "cquperativesﬂ either on the domestic or foreign mar ets.a
+8 S0 Ier as the zbove plank attempts to reintrocduce "self-suffi- :
clent" farming ?1n line,with,the_ﬂgpublican and New Deal programs)
it is reactionary, The whole idea of "buying" out the land from
the. exploiters instead of expropriating it without compensation,
ls reesctionary and csn oniy work against the revolutionary inter-
©§ts.of the messes in America. | Chavsi et

The second paragraph deals with "marketing, processing snd
Srstribution,..... to be taken ayer hy bonafiﬁg'ggggggxativ63ﬂ.
 The "Commonwealth Plep" proposes that the "Pederel Goverpment will
- S7teblish marketing end DTQEEERLAE o .4y, - eneles shich will in-
R , fo. i’ “ﬁat hypeoriticsl igtior-
GReC G&n be embodied in ene papegvaphl - The history of "bonafiden

1
R H
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Co-operatives under reformist leadership, and the Non-Partisan

League of North Dakota has been forgotten By these pge

else, through their confusion and vgrbiage ythe arg 2géggfgﬁs§§
betraying the working masses. The New deaiers ﬁave already irsti-
tuted the "marketing! ageneies necessary for the transformation

of hundreds of thousands of farmers into subsistence farming. This
in reality, hes driven' them off the land. : -

The co-operative movement is proposed by the 8.P. (and all
other bourgeois economists) as the best of possible marketing
agencles, presumably to aid the poor farmers. It is no secret to
the S,P. that the agencies most responsible for the repression and
exploltation of the poor farmers are the reformist controlled co-
operatives., Most of them are reactionary agencies set up andé
organized especially against the poor farmers in order to eliminste
them from free access to the markets, both domestic and foreign.
The provisions for membership in most of the farm co-operatives are

beyond the economic conditions of most poor farmers and tenants.
Un{ess controlled by the poorest strata? such agencies inevitaply

fell into the hands of the rich farmers and become agencies of

oppression and exploitation agsinst the poorer layers of ithe rural
population.

Prices and Cost of Production.

Finally, the program sums up 1ts third "ultimate" slogan with
& proposal that "farm prices be established at cost of production
to the working farmer, ete." Statistics for the whole post-war
period of the agrarian erisis prove the fallsey of such"proposalsh
end shov the real nature behind capltalist price fixing. (See the
article "The Decline of World Agriculturen ' ; .

How do the Socialist Party "economists" propose to "stabilizeYw
prices on the basis of the cost of production, =~ by whom? By |
'ropresentatives of organized farmers and «onsumers", Sheer ignor-
ance and ldocy. Who are the consumers? Do the Socialist Party
"economistsh gerhaps mean vorkers through their unions? Arentt
the capitalists also consumers? and the world market which reflects
the vorld prices of all commodities and regulates the prices of
agricultural produce, on a world scale? Do the S.P."economis@s“

ropose to abolish this with the one little stroke of their little
?inger? Whet standard cost will the S.P. "economists" use s a
basis for their "stabilization" of prices? The average cost of

primitive subsistence farming on a local seale, or the relativel N
lov éast of large industrialfzed farming on thé basis of vage iagO:!

The vhole idea of "working Farmer"™ is deliberate confusion, A farme:-
vhether he ovns & 5,000 or $50,000 farm is a working farmer ir su

{rr as he performs some kind of work on it. But the gisz of pgc«

du n for the "working farmer" on the basis of wage labor ard
magﬁigary wiﬁl certainlg be much lower than the cost to the "working
furmer" who toils without hired labor and with primitive tools.
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"Immediate" Demands

T ; entioned planks represent a program of long range
perspéﬁgigg?vii%h §ltimatg ?sic) dgmands. The %ollcwing is wha%
the S.P. proposes "in the meantime".

1. "That immediate relief be provided for debt-laden working
farmers® by advancing credit on such carrying charges as do not
threaten the farmer with the loss of hisd"fagm"% ?nglihe iystem

' ents, mortgages, taxation and a host o s which
girgggttggygengnés andgpgor’farmers? This will not be disturbed.

“« "That social-insurance be provided against crop failure,
the cost of such insurance to be covered by income from inheri-
tance and corporation taxes'.

Crop failures are not the major evils behind the agrarian
crisis. Bumper crops are the greatest of all evils to small
scale farmers. On the basis of capitalist production, overespan-
sion 1s a natural tendency, which becomes the determining factor
-on world prices. Insurance against crop fallures therefore does
not even touch the issue involved., Under Stcialized production
of course this assumes an entirely different meaning. Because
Socilalist economy as a whole is planned economy whose aim is the
establishment of & real economy of abundance and not of scarcity.

The S.P., Yeconomists" have submitted a document which is
vold of any struggle for the basic and fundamental needs of the
farmers. It falls far behind the New Dealers and even the Rep-
ubllicans on immediate demands. From the broad, historical point
of view it is bourgeois reformist, and in the present stage of
decay capitalism - Reactionary!

Socialist Pag;x_gmggig@nism

The Socialist party program reveals the national narrovness
which it covered up in other planks of itg general program. It
falls to see the International aspect of the problem. It attempts
a purely national sclutiecn for the agrarian crisis. It omits
such immediate demands as even the reactionary Republicans recog-
nize and state in their program.- The Republicans state that their
"pargmount object is to protect and foster the family type of
Tarming, traditional in American life". This is also the avowed
object of the New Dealers. . Wherein does the § ocialist Party
‘platform differ from elther? The triple-A has long ago stated
such "solutions" and on this basis achieved the opposite, - 3o
eliminate hundreds of thousands of poor farmers from proéuction.

But where the Soclalist Party satisfies itself with the mere
statement in favor of "family-sized farms" as the solution, the
Republlicans recognize the necessity "for policies, which will
bring about an adjustment of agriculture to meet +he needs of
domestic and foreign markets". This is a slap in the face of
the philistine nagionalist "solution" of the 8.P.
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But aside from this, there are no fundamental differences
between the capitalist parties, and the parties who parade around
in the name of workers, and farmers, namely- the Socialist, Com-
munist, and Farmer-Labor, - ‘all are bourgeois reformist parties
and the only difference between them is the degree of demagogy
and phrase-mongery they use. We hope to deal separately w1tﬁ the
Communist and Farmer-Labor Parties in a future article. Here we
want to ask only this question: If the present program of the
g.P. is the "maximum" program, what will the minimum program of
the Farmer-Labor Party look like? How much more 'conservative'
(read reactionary) will it be?

Socizlist Party Evades Vitel Questlons

The whole question of land conservation, so important in a
socialist society, 1s not even dealt with by the 8.P. "economists™
What are the proposals of the S.P. as to the present trade treat-
jes, 14 of which have already been signed by Roosevelt, whereby
whole sections of poor farmers, share croppers and laborers were
forced into utter misery and starvation? .

What does the S.P. really offer to the tenant farmers and
laborers organized in the S.P¥ controlled Southern Tenant Farmers

Union for the many sacrifices she membership suffers in the
struggle against the plantation owners? On the basis of the 8.P,
program they can only be tied more firmly to the capltalist state
and permanent wage slavery.

The Revolutionary Road

The argument for the setting up of nfamily farms" thru the
abolition of "absentee'" corporation farming 1s repeating the old
bourgeols rcformist theory that small holdings, worked by farmers
on a subsistence basis 1s a superior economy to large farming and
carries with it the "economy of abundance (s.P.-Republicans,etc.)
Nothing is really further from the truth than this reactionary
theory. The superiority of large scale farming, thru the use of
modern machinery and rotating crops has been demenstrated time and
time again and only narrow-minded reformists refuse to see this. 2
Small scale (peasant) subsistence farming wastes away the produc-
tivity of the soil and the energy of the farming population, and
. means the forced maintainance of a low standard -8f living for the
great masses of poor farmers. Revolutionists must counterpose
£o this reactionary slogan the slogan of Cellective farming and
large scale co-operative farming on a socialized basls as part
of a program of socialisation of econouwy generally, which can be
carried out only thru international revolution.

The poor ferming masses cannot find a short-cut thru a re-
formist program for their emancipation. They must rally around
the agricultural and industrial workers organized into a genuine
revolutionary Marxist party.

The Revolutionary Workers League maintains that the only road

towards emancipation of the American masses - workers and poor
farmers, - 18 the revolutionary overthrow of the rule of the

capitalists and their government and the establishment of a workers
government. : RN
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l.--The Second International is in fact by its real znd e

historical and political role---an organizatio%hoflgbgragg%em

offinternationaf imperialism operating within the por move

ment, pervading it with bourgeois iﬁglu:nge, bourgeois eas,
i bourgeois corruptions.

bauf%zgig iigStgnghirngnternational.Cbenin‘s emphasis)

oy . e -

i ' hich is no
"Communists do not want a weak Socialist Party wh
asset to the working class.®- (Daily Worker,May 25, 19386.

t truggle will
"We are convinced that --- agreemgnt for jolnt s
result in the strengthening of the Socialist Party as well

ty.? (Letter to the 8.P. national con-
as the Communist Party (vention.) |

"THE PFRENCH TURN' CROSSES THE FRONTIER

THE INTERNATIONAL EFFECTS OF THE LIQUIDATION OF THE FRENCH
COMMURIST LEAGUE INTO THE SFIO- THE NEW ORTENTATION

" doh -

. _. Take the case of Speak and.the left wing n
'Sccla;lSt Party (PoB),. Spaak was ‘the leader of %ﬁé 1g§§‘£§i§ian
which 'gave battle inside the POB to the bureaucracy of Vander~
velde, one of the moest COrrupt in the entire Second Inter~
nagional. By the Summe r of 1934 Spaak hod moved 80 far to the
%g*t that hé made g trip to soe comrade Trotsky, Aceording to
tﬁe(rggoxts, he camo away favorably impressed, resclved to push
e Ffight againgt Vendervelda, unfolding it in the diroction of

b1o0d bath~ - + = & traitor to the left wing, to tn '

labor movement, to the intarnational‘Wotkingﬁclgsg??kﬁglgéif

loft wing? It 1g weak; lofts are barely tolerateq 88ys the -

Gharlero& district committee of the Belgian commnﬁiat League
oat caused this volte face by Spaaky fey r. dobacie

- 9f the loft wing? Several foctors combined to broduce this

- resRlte For ons thing,; the Belgian bourgeoisic daig not, sg it
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will later, turn & hostile face to "its" social democracy. It
" pnas work for it to do! To hold the unrést of the workers in
check, lower their stendards of living, efc. The internal cri-
sis in the POB consequently did not develop to the left but
" made & demarséhe to the right. The hand of the right was
strengthened, the loft weakened. This is in the realm of ob-
~ jective considcrations., -
: But s%1ill whet impelled Spasck to roverse his direc~
tion? Personsl considerations? Ambitlons? Possibly. But whet
. politicsal considerations turned him away from the parspsctive
' of sharpening the fight? The new orientation of the ICL, un-
- gucstionably; thet is: the entry in Francey ¥or the line of
~march of the Freneh Bolshevik-Loninists was into the SP, How
 could Spaak or snyonc got o hoaring for the ides thot the
- ¥oa4 lay oway from vendorvelds and the corruphion of "hig"
. B0cicl domocracy.to tho Fourth Intarnatiounsl, when the banner
 F tho fourth intornational was borme into tha Second Intor-
 DAtionAl itso0lr; - ond oven houlod down for months as it was
. %y tho Bolshevik-Loninists insido tho SFIOY
¢ Demagoguss will claim that we atvrioubo responsibili-~
ty for the treachary of Spask to Trotskyl Lot thom. Qur po-
. gition is cloar. Tho entry in France, which followod hard on
. tho hoole of Speonk's visit to Trotsky, took away from Spsck
 tho ground on which ho stood and indicated 2 new lino of
march: into tho SP znd consoguoently for those who are in it,
- doeper into the 3P, From that point Spaak's course is to be '’
' oxplained in tomms cf Speak, his wosknosscs, his opportunism,
. hig lack of rovolubionary intogrity. Loaurcnt, Profossor of
Secncmic Eistory in tho University of Brussols, writing ih
tho auvsust CURRENT HISTORY, seys of Spaak, "that tho Promier,
Fou Zonlend, with De Man's holp, drew the teeth of the loft
wing figlt agoinat thelr treschorous sboandomment of the De Man
nien by offering Spesck a cabinet post. M. Spaak accopbed at
ance ané thus bogan hio carcor as & minister in o somewhat
Jucstioneble fashion." Ouly there is nothing qucstionable
about 4. I5 is troason to the working class. ;

) The shift in the relation. of political forces in Bel~
givm, the entry in France end the evolution of Spask to the
right, which later culminated in his oubtright treason - these
are the factors which weakened and confused the left wing in
the Bolgisn Socialist Party. The subsequent entry into the POB
with the grocious pemission of Vondorvelds and Company, of &
punbor of membors of tho Communist ILeaguo of Belgium £from
Cherleroi on & pletform of capitulation has not enqouraged
them o broak with their social patriotic laaderships

THE SAP

Not the lonst of tho many evils which nearo flowed from
the now oriantation &ftho ICL 18 tho offact that it has h&% 0%
tho SAP. AS i known, tho SAP in Augist, 1938, signol thS S8
o ponr fos tho Ponwrih Imhornationsl, togother with tho OB &
the two Dutch partios which have sinco fusod to fomm the 3 h;S
Shortly theroaftor, tho SAP bogan %o condusct a course whic
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made the work of building the Fourth Int ernat::.oz}al' gvon moro
diffienlt then it would nominally bo. Responsibility :E’S;r t‘no-
" feilure rosts on the SAP leadership, z'rhgse course ha:s poeen di-~
ractod against the Fourth Intermatiomlists and on the new
orientation of tho ICL. In the SAP tho ICL confrontod a com-~
plieated problem: tho contradiction botween thew loadarihlp
and thoe rank snd filo. The leadership cemo to thoe SAP from the
Cemmunist Intornational and tho Brandler so~callod Inter-
nationnl, It is right-centrist. Tho rank and file cvolved from
"~ +he social Aemocracys. The diroction of tho lins of march of -
the losdership was and is to the fight; of the rank and file,
to the left, towsrd roevolubtionary Merxism. ¥here ars more
than a few rovolutionary prolcotarien olements among them. Un-
der the impact of events and the pressurc of the ronk &nd file
in thoe first mounths of Hitlor'!s rule, bofore the Fesmclst tor-
ror was perfectod, the linos of thse lesdership and tho rank
and filo coineided at the point of signing the Pact of Feur
for the Feuxrth International,

It shouldd have been clear from the first that the
lines would par®t as they have done. The leasdersaip functions
in exile. As Hitler & rule was fastened on the counbry and
bore with ever grsabder weight on the working class and the
und er-ground movement , commeections with the rank and file be-
cama difficult to establish sml maintain, dangerous and un-
certaine. This, of course, is true of a8ll German working class
rarties todsy. As.a result the SAP leadership is not subject
to cven that nominal, formel control which & rank and file cen
exgrcisce in bourgoois-democratic ecountries. It hos had prac-
ticnlly o free hand to unfold its line in the SAP preoss which
it controls and in the London~-Amsterdem Burecu, tho 3tockholm-
0slo Youth Buresu, whero it bas sdvanced its falso lins to the
detriment of the movement of the Fourth Internationanl and the
struggle against the now orientation of the ICL. In the key
quostions, it hes moved far to tho right,; until today it has
arrivod at o Stalinist-~pacifist position on the struggle
agoinst ware - o x
‘ Today, tho rank and file of the SAP cannot spesk in
its own namo; it is inarticulate. But there i8 no roason to
assums thet ite lino coincides with that of the leadership.

- On'tho contrary, its past, its evolution from social dcmocrse-
6y, the daily bittor reality which it confronts heroically,
the fact that those who still remain in the party have done
thoir duty while thousands who were in it have fallen into
demoralization and apathy or gono back to tho Second Intor-
national - all this gives us reason to hope that if it hod
the opportunity and the moeans the rank and filo would rojoct
the line of the loedership and the loadoership with it. By
themsolves, in their prosent circumstances, they cannot do it,
It was tho duty of tho Fourth Intornationalists, of tho ICL -
and of Unser Wort, in the first place to assist them to do it,
thus to oxploit tho contradiction betweon the lsadorship end
the ronk and file in the intercsts of the Pourth Inteornetionol.
, But thot which the situstion and tho intercsts of tho
Fourth Intemational damanded the ICL could not do. What chonce
1t had beforo tho summor of 1934 it losae complotely after it
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liquidatod tho Fronch Communist Ieaguc into the SFIO. To the
workors in thoe SAP, who hnd come out of the Second Inter-

- national and’ the Gsrmon social domocracy, ond wore aspiring to-
- warl Morxism, the entry must hav¥e eppoared as the capitulation
of traitors., Talk of the FPourth Intormstional on the part of
~the ICL must have soomed tc them a hollow mockery. Tho subse~
quont entrics in Switzerland and Italy, and the capitulations
from the ICL %o {he scclal democracy, could only confirm them
;a thelr opinions. The bitter polamics of Bouer who was wrong

in Joining tho SAP holped them to these conclusions. & wall
056 betweon them and tho ICL ~ tho wall of tho new orianta-
tion, It cut off all hopo, as long as the flag of the New
Oriontation.floated over the ICL, of winning tho. SAP workers
for an independent revolutionary party in Germany in collabo-
ration with the ICL. ) '

In recent months, the differences betwsen ths SAP
leadérship and the ICL have touched profound lovels. Unser
WJort, official organ of tho Gorman scection of the ICL, con-
cludos an erticle "Contrist 4lchemy or Marxiam?" in its issue
datod the snd of May: "It is cloar that the work of fusing the
revolutionary forcos undor the banner of the Fourth Inter-
national must procoed apart from tho SAP and ageinst the SAP".
(The entire articlo appearcd in the NEW INTERNAT IONAL, July,
1935) « Insofar ss this applios to the leadership, it is cor-
rect, Insofar as it opplies to the memboership, it is a false
policy. Cortainly, this ig not the way to separate the rank
and file from the lesdoership. Thot is tho way to drive the
rank ond fils closor to the loadarsihip into bitter hostility
towurd tho ICL and the Fourth Internationtl.

It looves the ICL without o word to say to the SAP
workors. It crmnot bid them maintain their indopendonce. Ior,’
from tho peint cf view of the ICL, tho SAP must be liquidated.
The now orientation, which acts like a clarion summoning work-
ers to onter tho seciel democracy, gives the lie to any appeal
for cr protonsion to indcpendonce., Tha ICL cannot with any de-
groe of realism or hopa of success ask the workers in the SAP
t0 join the German Communist Lesgue. Who in the SAP would take
it geriously? Confronted with the ccntradiction oXf its owmn
making, ite inability to speak to the SAP workors, the ICL

- "solvoas" the contradiction by wiping out the distinction be-
twoon the lecdorsihip and tho rank and file of the SAP. It
lumps thiem all togother and excommunicates thom from tho move-
meut f£or thne Fourth International., Burcauwerastic stupidlityd On
the basis of its now orientation, the ICL can succoed ounly in
driving the workers in the SAP furthar away.

4 corroct policy toward tho SAP today raquiros an ap-
peal to the ronk and filo ovér the hood of thoir losdership
and apainet their losdorship, on appeal to them te forco
TholT locdofship to rodlizo the programmatic line of the Pact
of the Féur, to collaborete in builcing the Pourth Inter~
notional, to build an indepondent rovolutionary Marxist party
in Gormeny. That coursc 18 sure to dbring fruitful results,
woeken tho SAP lecdership and speod up the devolopmont of the
membership, It will strike responsive chords in the breasts
of thoso workors whoso revolubionery instincts must sock
creative oxpression against the deod wolght of the corpses of
the Socialist and Communist parties snd the opportunist line -
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of their own leadership. Such & policy can light new sparks of
hope in %he breasts of the SAP workers by showing them that
those outside the tomb which is Cermany are esger to extend to
- them & comvadely hand in the gigentic struggle for the Fourth
International and victorys The first condition for the succoss
of such a policy i8 & cloar and opan repudiation of the new

- oriontstion, Without that any ddvice the ICL can give the SAP
workors will fall on deaf cars, its appoals for an indopandent
party will rcmain without rcaction in the rank and file,

- Uafortwatoly, thore is no sign that the ICL will
chenge its course to a Marzist ono, It still marches stubborn-
ly on the road to disastor. And if it is not stoppod it may
ruin f£orever tho promise of revolutioncry dovolopmeonts in the
SAP, ,

- “Another dongoer is involved in the policy of the ICL in
reading tho SAP out of tho movemont of the FPourth Inter-
natlonal. The prosont leadorship of the Germon Communist
Lecgue supports the now oriontetion. It is not itssclf a party.
Like ite brothor scetions, the German Lesgus confronts the
task of building & revoilutionary Merxist party in "its own"
country. If it doclaores that it cammct do it with the SAP, but
oven against the SiF, 1t must scek othoxr sllies, othor hopes.

*Whoroe will 1% look for them? The SAP rank and filo stamds at
the left polc ofcoentrien in Germany. In rejocting the SAP the
ICL must look t0 the right for its allios. The wolght of the
new orignbatiodn, which it supports, will impal 1% 10 GPpPLy
vhat orientalion In Germony, The new policy toward The SAP iS
a 8tep in the applicetion of ‘the noew orientation to Germeny.
Not the first atep; others have preceded it: the thoft of
Unser Jort from the majority of the leadorship which opposed
the -entry in Fronco by a-minority which supported it, en-
dorsement of the entry in France, o split in the gection, and
" tho defoctions of somo mombers to tho CP; but tho latest step.
Ualoss we can provont e%ill further stops. nlong this line we
Will reap more rotten fruit of tho now oriontntion,

SOME FURIHER RESULTS OF THE NEW D-HENTATIQN.

: By confusing ard disorionting left wings snd left wing
eloments In the socialist partics and outsido, the now orionta-
tion strongthons the illusions 'of thoso workers in the Second
Intornationnl ~ end thoir number is B gion - who think that
thed o rovolutionary aspirations ocan be ochievod within the so-
ciel demoeracy. Where tho now orientotion does not activoly
disoriont thosa wworkers it rotards thoir davelopmont to
rovolutionory Morxism, as in the U,S, The confusion of the
left workore plays into the hands of their centrist loeaders,
who in turn, accerding to the lows of politics, especially .
whore there is no cloor Marxist counterwoight, play intc tho
hands of the right-wing dbureaucrats, In the end, the Vander=-
veldas, Blums and thé othor brothren of tho refomiagt, social
patriotic fraternity, reap the groatost benofit from this.
procoss, That is its fatal legic. In. roterding the dovolopmeut
of lofts and disorionting them from ‘breaking with the Second

¥
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Intornational, in strongthoning tholr $1lusions that tho Sécond
Intornational can become the contor of revolutionsry unity, the
new oriontation not only strongthens the roformists and con~
trists in the Second Intomational, but it strongthons tho soel-
ol demoeracy. politieally ond organizations
o proponontus o g Fou ntaernotio whom 11 woaikous

e
orgonizationa lly and politically. o _ o

" The disostrous resulls go doopar ond oxtond widore Tho
new oricntotion strongthons Stalinism a ainst Marxigm, WhorG the
now orien tavion i8 oppllo Fosults in ¢ wodrening of the
stroggle ogaingt Stalinism. Tho open prossure of the Marxiste on
tho Stalinist workers is given a di fforont snd false contont.
Tormarly, tho ICL ¢alloed on the Stalinist workers to leave the
CI and join the ICL. Now it sannot do that; it cannot ecall on
the French Staliniets to join the Premch Compunist League, for
it has been liquidatedl and that is trus inm Bwitzerland and
Belgium, ofc., whersver he new orientation is applied in whole
or in part. The struggle against Stalinism goss ol That is °
trus, But no immediste, conerete, organizational conclusions,
. with respect tq the Fourth Intornationsl, are drawn from this
1ins. La Verite, organ of the Trench Bolshevik-TLoninists, runs
long articlos to prove that Stplinism is tho main onemy, Bub it
drawa no conclusions for the stalinist workors with respoct to
tho cantral, all~important sud docisive gquostion: of tho
revolutionary partys

Loft olcments in tho oI aro disoriented. Marxist oppo-

sit ione cannot devalop by themsolves in tho Stalinist partioes
any more than they can in the soc inl domoctacy. They neod tho
constant guidance of an indgpondont contor, which outside tha
0P dircets and supports tho fight they mako insido. Abandonmont
of tho indopondent organization of the Marxists must load in-
ovitably to the woskening of the opposition work insido the CI
and to thoories of its hopelossness, fruitlossnoss, ote; that
is to say, bto its abandonments (Boo our article on tho oppli-
oation of tho now oriontation to tho WePe)s After Doriot &
second opposition group hes dovolopod in the CP of Franco. It
publishes a magezine, QUE FAIRE. To circumvent the 5telinist
burosucracy the nominel oditor is not o party membor, Lendal,
who once was a loading figuye in tho German Toft Opposition,
played p miserable role in it ond eplit away from it. It i
not Londuou who 18 docisive horo but tho oxis tonce of an orga~

nizod group in tho gtalinizod Communist Perty, the second
within o year, Yot this phonomenon o8 UNSUNE in Ia Verito
and the ICL pross, The ICL had no pand in it. Now it passes it
by in silencos It has nothing to say to thoso workors who need
Marxist clarity and iaida.nco, no word of encouragement or ad~
vico, Confrontoed with tho roality which its policy donios tho
ICL through tho Administrative Scerotary of the Intor-
notional Socretariat, comrado adolpho, denics tho phonomenon
‘altogothoxl (See Adolpho's roply to Oohlor on tho question of
orgonic unity). , '
5 Tt ‘1Z)no longer o quoStion of & BrOUp in the CP, It is
now o problom of crystallizing rovolutionsry freod out of tho
Boothing forment in tho Cowwunist Porty of THENCH {ond tomoz~
row in the othor parties of tho 01}« Gince Stelin signod thoe
notorious Stolin-Ioval communiqua tho monolithism of tho Fronoh

Communist Party hes baoen enaghod to littlo bite. Tho following
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Intornationsl, in strongthoning thoir tllusions that tho Sécond
Intornationsl can becoms tho contor of revolutionary unity, the
new oriontotion not only strongthona the roformists and con~
trists in the Second Intornational, but it atrm%honﬂ tho 808l-
al demoorocy politicolly ond orgonizationally agains g MOrx~
T5t5. Tho propononts of fho Fourbh internotionsd whom 1t Wogkons
orgonizationa L1y ond politically. , s

Tho alsostrous rasults go deopar and oxtend widor. Tho
new oriontation Strangthons Stalinism agoinst Marxism, WhorG the
Tow oriontation 18 cppliod 1T ToBwlLES in & woakening of the
gtrugegle ageinst Stalinism. Tho open prossurc of the Marxists on
tho Stalinist workers is givon o difforont and false contont.
Tormorly, the ICL called on the Stalinist worksrs to leave the
¢I and join the ICL., Now it cannot do that; it cannot call on
the French Stalinists to join the Irench Communist League, for
it has been liguidated}l 4nd that is trus in Bwitzerlend and
Belgium, otca., wherever fhe new orientation is applied in whole
or in part. The struggle against Stalinism goes On. That is ~
true. But no immediate, conerete, organizational conclusions,

. with respect tg¢ the Fourth International, are drawn from this
1ins. La Verite, organ of the Irench Bolghevik~loninists, runs
long articles to prove that Stelinism is tho mein cnemy. Bubt it
drowa no conclusions for the vtalinist workors with roespoet to
tho cantral, all~important end docisive guwation: of tha
revolutionary partys .

Toft olcments in the CI ara disoriented. Marxist oppo-
sitions cannot devalop by themsaelvos'in tha Staliniast partles
any more than thoy can in the Boc inl domocracy. Thoy nead tho
constant guidance of an indgpendont contor, which outside the
0P dirocots and supports the fight they mako insido, Abandonmont
of tho indopondont organizotion of the Marxists must lead in~
ovitably to tho woakoning of the opposition work insido the CI
and to thoorios of its hopolossnoss, frultlossnose, ote; thet
is to say, to its mbandonment. (800 our article on tho oppli-
ootion of tho mnow oriontetion to the W.P.). After Doriot a
second opposition group has dovolopod in tho CP of Franco. It
publishes & magezine, QUE FAIRE,., To circumvent the 3talinist
buresucracy tho nominsl oditor is not a party membor, Landou,
who once was & loading figure 1n the German Loft Opposition,
plagod p misorablo role in 1t and split away from it. It is
not Tondouw who is docisive horo bub the oxistonce of an orga~
nizod group in the Stelinizod Communist Party, tho second
within a yeors Yot this phenomenon go08 unsung in Ia Veritoe
ond tho ICL pross, The ICL had no hand in it. Now it passes it
by in silenco, It has nothing to say to thoso workors who neod
Marzist clarity ond guldasnco, no word of oncourogement or ad-
vico. Confrontod with tho roality which its policy donies tho
ICL through tho Administrgiivo Secrotary of the Intor-
national Soeretarist, comrade adolpho, denios tho phonomenon
altogothorl (Soo Adolphe's roply to oochlor on tho quostion of
orgenic unity). _ :

Tt 18 no longer o quostion of o group in the CP, It is
now o problom of crystallizing Tovo 1utionary forcos out of the
saothing forment in tho Communist ‘porty of Fyammco (ond tomor-
row in tha othor parties of tho 01). Since Stelin signed tho
notorious Stalin~Lavol communique tho monolithism of tho Fronch
Communist Party has boon smoshod to little bhits. Tho following
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itoms froém Lo Proletaire d'avent Carde, of July, publishod by
Thullier, lcader of the minority of the ¥rench Communist
Leogus whieh fought tha "Pronch turn" on prineiplod grounds
and trics to maintain on indepondent oxistonce, will givo somo
idon of what is toking pleco in tho Fronch Communist Party:

"In the unit of §t. Charlss, of the B th rayon, a
strong unit of about 30 members, the majority of the unit
has voted for a resoluticn demanding the expulsion of Stalin
from the €I and has distributed material dealing with this
question in the unit, From a comrade."

", D'o¢le {Jura) - the conference of the rayon showed
such hostility that the representative of the Secretariat of
the CP did not dara to put to a vote thoe reselution approving
Stalin." otce stc,

*Wc repeat this information is only a small ﬁart of
the movement of protest against the now policy. |
S ‘ Extract from Que rFalro 37".

In another unit & worker made a motion to expel Stalin

from the CII :

What is hopponing now is what the ICL itsolf oncoe pro-
dictod. But the ICL, which'sowod tho sced by its yoars of
gtruggle against Stalinism, cannot reap tho harvest. It is far
afiold gatharing strange crops. Is this robeollion going to as-
sumc significant proportions and organized forms? That dopends
in lorge part on what the Marxists do. Whilo they are in the
SFIQ thoy are in no position to do anything. What can the ICL
adviso tho rebellious Stalinist workers to do? Remain in their
partinos? No? Loave thom to- build new oncs? Them how oxplain
their own liquidation into the Second Intermational? Isn't it
cloar that the only courso they can indicate to the Stalinist
viorkers on the basis of tho new oriontation is to follow thom
into the Second International? But tho Bolshevik-Leninists do
not proposo this in their press? Thon thoy proposc nobhing?
No, for. thcir coursc proclaims it for them! Into the Sccond
Intaornationall Reforn it! Troensform it inbto an instrumont of
proletorian’ roevolutionl But the faet rumainsg that tho Stalin-
ist workers, contrary to the oxpoctation of Irotsky, do not
follow thoe Bolshovik~Leninists into the SFIO. Strango irony
thot their mad gallop into the soceial democracy should iso-
late thom-now from this tromendously important dévelopmont!
Weird and poisonous fxuit of the mw orientation}

Compore the sitwtion of the TCL in PFrance in relation
to the ferment in the CP to its rolotion to carlicr daovelop-
monts in the CP in Spain where tho Spanish Communigt Teft votod
cgainst tho ontry in France and decisively rojected the appli-<
cation of the now orientation to Spain. The Internal Bulletin
of tho Spanish Communist Left (11} doted Murch 15th reportoed
. that both CP and SP elements came over to them. In Exiremadurs
an ontire unit of the SP applicd for memhorshipl The Madrid
organizalion of Ttho CP wa® undergoing a torrific crisis end
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many of its members, especially the youth, joined the Commmunist
neft. "abovs &ll in tho sputhern section the pessage of com=-
rades to our organization LS enoOITOUR . 1.6 DUreaucrats 8re do8~
DOTALO. 1187 smpT expulsions,. but the answer to sucih at-~
Lompts 18 the 801l axr of ontiro nuclel with those eing ex-
palicd.” ‘ o L ’ '

~* pho aifferonmce boetwoon tho situation of tho ICL in
Trence and in Spain is tho aif foronco bhotwoon tho liquidation
of *tho Marxist vanguard force and tho maintenance of its poli-
tical and organizational indopondenco. On tho basis of on indo- ‘
pondont crganization,iinﬁopon&ont politically and organiza~ '
tionally, tho Rolshovik-Leninists might recruit substantial -
forcas from the CI now for tho Fourth Intomational, .

Apporontly, some idod of this is boginning to ponotrato

tho thinking of the ICL lcadership. Oa June 10th Crux wrote an-
other of his lottors in vhich ho ngiscovars” that tho majérity
0of Prepch workers arc not in the SFIO but outside .of it, in tho
cp, tho trade unions ond the unorgenized, ond calls for o
"now turn' on the part of tho bolshovik-Loninists, which can
mean only onc .-thing - & split from tho SFI0, This might woll
bo the boginning of wisdom in the ICIL, 2 stop. toward e Marxist
porty in France ocud the winning of the rebéllious workers in -
fho 0P. But, unfortwatoly, 1t is not. Tho lottor bogins by
nffirming tho corrcctnoss of the provious cOUISO thercby fail~
ing to corroct the falsc thooretical basis of the anAorion*'ﬁ '
tation, loaving the. fiolda froo for its further ¢xtonsion, pro- -
judicing-the possibilitios of. tho "nowest turn", and -intro-"
ducing frosh controdictions into an alrocdy badly confusod
movement » Nonotholess, in attompting. t o' reoct to the dgvelop~
monts which throaton to pass by the ICL, tho Crux lettoer i®
amlling tostimony of tho pankrupt oy of. tho 8t courso,
(3sc "imot is tho Juturo gourse of tho Bolshovik-Toninist
Tection in tho STFIQ" by Stomm, ond Ochlor's reply to tho Crux
lottor).

iho has bonofited from the policy of the ICL? The
Mar<ists? Obviously not. But the stalinist burcaucrats d0e
Thoy are strongthanod ageinst thoir rank ond filo. The confu~
sion wnich tho 10L inbroducos Tet o Tho ronks of tho loft cle-
monts in the CI strongthons the burocsuerats sbsolutely and '
roletivoly ageinst thom. Moreover,, tho varcaucrats mako big
capital oub of tho ICL'S new oriontetion. It glves thom - the
soeicl potriots -1tho politicel offonsivo against the Pourth
Intornationalists. Thoy point it as o doscrtion to the social
danceracy, countoract the impression mado on thoir‘ran and
filo by tho corrcct criticism of tho Dolthovik~Loninists. ap-
poayr in tho oyes of thousands of workers, wo might othorwiso
bo mode tc soec the truth, o8 truo Toninists, gmuinge Marxiste,
arse oble to naintain thoir hold ovor those workers and influ~-
meca thousonds of otherse ..., Lo : )

14 is true that in chorging the Bolshovik-ILoninists
with doscriion thoy controdict thoir own glandcrous accusation
thet tho Bolsnovik-Loninists oxo count or-rovolutionists. But
pointing out tho contrndicitions of tho Stalinists 1slnot‘ag _
anowor to tho charge thoy meke. It is truc that tho Stalinist
burcaucrats cnnnot npderstand tho orientation aeither fron tho
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point of view of its proponcnts or that of its oppononts, thot
ig to say, from thoe point of view of tho fundamontal promisc

of bobth =i tho Fourth Intornationals 1t is truc thoy continuous~
1y attack tho Tourth Intornationaliste. And it is also truc that
For twolve yoors tho Bolshovik-Loninists hovo rebuttod and ro-
futcd the slanders snd liocs, carriod forward the bamor of
Marxisn., But what answer can they moko now to the werkers in
the Stalinist partics? How can thoy oxplain thelr course? Thoy
gon point to their "suceess" in the SFIO. Wo have demonstrated
tho oharactor of that succoss, How will thoy explain tho Bol-
ginn capitulotion? Tho blunt truth is thet on this score the
T¢I, cannot cnswor tho 3talinist burcaucrats convineingly to

the Stalinist workorse Nor to tho working cloSGe

ITn 1915 Lenin wroto:

"Unity of the prolctarian strugglo for a socialist rovo~
lution domonds now, aftor 1914, on unconditionel soparation bo-
twoon the workers! partics and the party of the opportunigts.”
(tuotod from AND NOW WHAT, volumo on the Imporialist #@or, page
108, Intornational Publishors oditiom). ' ‘ :

N "In company with opportunists and social chouvinists it is
inpossiblo to pursue the truc intemotional policy of the prole- '
tariat.” (page 110). o o

"I% would be, o harmful illusion to hopo to restorc & real
Jocialist Internntionnl without drowing & clear line of organi-
zational demarcation botwsen roal Sccialists and opportunists.”
(Confercnce of the Foroéign Soctions of the Ruosion Soeial--
Domocratic Ieébor Party, pago 145). , , A ‘

"It is tko tosk of the Social-Domocratic Labor Porty in
Russia to Stremgthen thoe proletarion unity which, in 1912-14 was
croatod meinly through the cfforts of the Pravda, end to ro~
catablish the Social-Domoeratic Purty organizastions of tho work-
ing cloass on tho basis of a decisive organizat ional rupturc with
the socisl~chauvinists. Temporery agrecmonts arc possible only
with thoso Social Democrats who-arc for.a decisive orgonizational
rupturc with the Organizational Committcc, tho Nasha zarya and the
Dund." (page 1560} e . o o :

"our Party hos long sovercd. organizotionol rolations with
the opportunist groups and elomantsesssThe cireumstance has holpod
it to Flfill its rovolubtionary duty just as the. split with thoe
opportunist porty of Bissolati hes helpod the Itelian comrados.”
(Socinlism and Wor; pagoe 239+ . o ' )

"pho devolopmont of the intemetional Sweialist movemornt.
procoeds slowly in the epoch of thoe immense crisis crcated by tho
wore Still it moves in tho dircction of a’brosk with opportuniam
and £ocial chauvinisme...For o whole yoar, & process of vacilla-
tion and expectotion was manifost among tho Socialists .of tho
bolligeront and neutral countries;....thg postponod in o thous-
Cand ways the irp vitable broak with opportunism and Koutskyism’
provoiling in tho official partioes of wostorn Zurope. Howevor,
that axmnlysis of events whish we gave o yoar ago in the monifos-
to of the Coentral Commitice, proved corrcete....ths course of
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avents was sueh that at the f1rst Intornational Socialist Confer-
ence we found repraseniatives of the or@te&%ing minority elements
of Germany, ¥rance, Switzerland and Norxway, acting _dg_q_ggjg_ the
decisions of the - offielal parties, L.e.: wractxcally acting in a
Spirit of split.” (Ienin's am ahau:m)w {The First Step, pege 341)..

. "We do not preach an alliance with the presenL Jsocialist
Jarties vhich are dominant in the Seconi Inmbternmstional, On the
contrary, we insist on breaking with the conciliators” (Lenin's
empha g iss (Letter to the Spocialist Propaganda League in America,
papes 374-5),

These quotations c¢an be multiplisd mony times.

y Lenin's thought is simple and elear ~ the revoluti ilonists,
the larxists, the inbernationalists must split from the social
patriots; no dl?lance hetween ciem is pessible; the test of the
revolutionist is his determination to brea]: ralitically and or-
ganizationally with the goeial patriots, Whig idea is the .cen-
tral axis of his hmugl* b, the nublof the uestion of wnit ingg; the
internationalists in & reve 111ts,onarv o*ganlz&’clon.

Faiiure to ecarry oub this lme. unity with the sociil pa«
tricty is: "Po keep um 11@& with opportunism at the present time”
{when they had hecoms © qulul pa w:.ot 5} "means :l"ﬂ.nc“{;lcmly to sub~
jugate the working class o ‘n.t bouz'georl.ule L‘E’o make an alliw~
anca with 1T for the oppression of ovher mtmnd and for the
struggle for privileges of a greabt naibion; ot the sams time it
means splitiéing the revolutionary prole mricﬂu of all countries.”
(Lenin'a @mizhamu) (Bocialism a.nd. v’hr, pPage 231« Thie quotation
can be wultiplied many times,

That 15 how Lenin wrote im 1915. In 1916 it was the same,
In 1917 it wad vhe same. "Oun the 17th of Mw,rch, througch friends
in Btockliolin, he wrote a letter filled with alarme Te...I Would
GilooSie 2n im n.enazm’ce split with no matier whom in our paxrby,’
ravher than f“""x‘ender to steial patriotism...f". (distory of the
Pussien Revoluntion, Volume 1, jpage 293). This was directed a,t :
Kazeniev and JSvalin, ‘

"Remensev and Stalin had thought thalt in pertieipating in
uae war after Pebruary, the soldiérs and workexs were defending
tue revolution. Ienin thinks that, as before, the soldier and the

worker takes nurt in the war as ihe conscripied sSlave of capitals

'Sven our Bblohevs.hs,! he says, narrowing the oircle arouad his
@31Uub0..._.;‘huy "show confidence in ths govemment. Only the fumes
of the revolution con explain that. That is the death of
Soclzalism,. s L€ thatts, your position, our ways part. I prefer to
remain in the rﬂlnor*sy.'"(pago 507), Lenin was Speaking on his
theses ot the now famous April 4th co:nfarence of the Bolshevik
Pa,x. tys and Trotelky adds: "That was not a mere oratorical
threat; it was & clear Qa“bh Jahough’c throughk to the end."

With I&eniﬂ} unity with social patriots waes impermissidle,
I'i; 4id not metter who or what ,,Ja,r"mr was 1nv01ve<1 the split

Tom them w&S & principled quest ion.

Lm., how doeg it stand with the new onentatlon of the
1017 The SFLO today is tlie same.social patriotic party it was in
the war of 1914-18. It has Served notice in advance of the
forthcoming war that it will support the French state, defend the
inperinlist subjugetion of mixty million colonial people., The
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Stelinists likewise. Lenin would have demanded of ev‘ery class~
conscions worker that he split forthwith from the social patriots
and join him:in building & new party of revoluta. onary Moixism

“‘avamm the socisl patriobic organizations. He would have de-
nounced the policy of organizational unity with them and those
Who applied it as gplitters. and Lenin would be corrects.

But the ICL cannot do it. Its new orisntation contradicts
*‘shls courss, The ILL is liquidating its sectioms into tge social
patriotic orgenizations of the Second Intermatiogall and‘in pur-
sulng its llqmdaclomst course it cannot apply Tenin's Morxist
course to the I, In sbandoning its independence the IGL mugt
abandon its role of centaer of revolutionary unity, not. only with
respect to the left in the soccial damocracy, but also wth re-
,apect to the workere in the Stalinist parties. It ctnnot, there-
forey corrsctly carry on the struggle against soc:.al patrlo’clsm
in that quarters

The ICL, a5 & whole, and the Rolshevik-Leniniste in the
SP10, struggle against the socisl patriots. ¥From thes standpoint
of*theoretical Marxism, their position is corrects But the new
orientation does not permit them to draw the necesSary orga-
nizational conclusions from their struggle. It dictates false
conclusions, fatal for the struggle,

The secial patriotic buresucrats of the SFID enginesred
the expulmon of the leaders of the Bolshevik-Leninist youth in
the young Socialist .organization. Le Verite denounces them for
the "erime of split™} (A b 18th issus). In the recent two-
page special edition of RI}VOI.U‘DIQN, organ of the 3ocialist youth
organization, they write; "Our comrades were. expalled becausge
uogewer w:.uh the young SOGlz}llS‘LS of the Soine ’chey fought
agoinst national defense an& class peace. We do not accept this
decisiofieses”

Here the quesf{ion is stood on its heads, Iv ig not the
revolutionists who demand the split from the scelal patriots; it
is the sociagl potyiots who demand vhe sSplit from the revolution-
iste, while The revolutionlsts demand unity with The Social
patriotsi

The objection will be made ~ it is inevitablo ~ thot left
wingers in a reformist pari:y connot conduct themselves like Marx-
ints who are outsiders in their own independent orgonization,.
That is true whon sccondary issuss aro 1nvolvad but not whon tho
fundamental questions of rovelubionory policy ::vre poscd cotogori-~
c2lly. That is how it stonds todny in the SPIO, tho POB, and tho
oubtiro Second Inbtormnitionnl. Tho quostion of soeial patriotism is
Such ¢ fundomonital touwchsbtone of rcvoluhomacy policy. Tho Mrrx-
i1st courso damonds o dpllt. On this (uostion thore con bo no dige-
tinetion botwoon o loft wing insido and tho Marxists outsido.
This is tho question which should unito the Morxists outsida. To
poso The gurostion tho othar waoy i8 to moke 1so of ¢ formuls which
is good for non-~decigive issucs to covor up the folilure of tho
Bolshovik-Loninists to carry out their struggle agninsi SOO:L nl
patriotism fto its Loninist conciusion.

But leb us grm‘h tho objoction. What follows? ho, what
forcoe thon, is going to swmmon HTho class consclous workoro in thao
Sccond ocnd Phird Intorn~tionals to split from the socinl pabriots
and build o now porby? Those vho dcfond the now orimtrbion can-
not oven posc thnt vitel question. They aro busy convoying tho
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cpposite idear it is necessary to fight against the split from
the seoclul patriots. It isg elear; the new orientation leads to
abondonment of the Leninist course in the struggle against soci~
al patriotism. It may not be a flaasamﬁ reflection for those who
defend the new orientation, but it igs nevertheless a fact.

It is not enough to formulate correct revolutionary poli-
¢les In the Second Internaﬁianal, to struggle and make sacrifi-
ces for them. They must be concretized organizationally in terms
of the independent revolutionary Marxist party. The.failure to
do so negates the struggle made on theoretical grounds, confuses
the workers, splits the revolutionists, aids, in the last analy-
sis, the social patriots. : ‘

- Thils is not a new cuestion. Lenin faced it after August
4th, 1814. Thosc who struggled in principle against sceial pa~
triotism, but demanded of him vnity with the social patriots,
Lenin denounced as giving objective support to the soecial pat-
riots. He demanded a cleas break. We must do so now,

. ~-=~-~%o bg continued.
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Tho Loft Sccinl ist (Gontrist) Inbsrneticnal

The recent meeting of the INTIRNATIONAL BORESp FOR REVOLUTIONARY
SNCTLLIOT PARTY (I.4.G.) held at Paris, May 8th~10th, 1936 shows
clerrly in wnich direcgion this federation of “Independent B
Sowlalist Parties" is travelling., The first point in the report
0L Lie Sceretariat dealt with the Austriun RED FRONT, formerly
arfiliated to the I.4.G. The official minutes laconically'state.
tuut tne RED FRONT "aftey a consultation with the secretariat and
the Govuon s,4LP,, had _joingd . the aUuTRI AN RAVOLUTION aRY HOCIALI ST
Lgmgm@gtgxnggigngil4qwith liberty to advocate the principles of

the Zurcou. ™ Two things are clear from this:

1- Tno I.4.G. has to all intents and purposes -cdased to be a
loose fideration open to all purties and groups which are against
ta. Secend and Third Internationuls, (irrespective of whether they -
are for a noew communist international or not). Instead it has be~
coud itself an international with a definite set of "principles,
thovgn with no more enforcement of these principles than in the
Secoena Internstionud. : ‘ : ;

Pe Tne I.oa.b. has become, Jjust like the old 25 International, -
and te-dny the Third Xnternational ind the Trgtskyite International

Compunist Lowgue, o feeder to the second International, “Revoly- .
tiennry bocl ilist Urity», the avowed gool of the I.a.G. since its
adopting of u weflnite poliey und the consequent chunge of name, K
Is being acceuwplisied by cntry of its scctions into the sections

or the Uecond Inturnational., In the cuse of the Norwegian Labor
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Party this takes, clearly to the &egret of the Bureau, the form
of withdrawal (by no means expulsion) from the I.A.G., - in the
words of the Burean (Minutcs, Beport of Scerctariat):” UThe
Norwegian Labor Party has withdrawn from the Bureau after receiv-
ing o communication from the Scerctariat pointing out (1) its
-continued nen-cooperation with the Bureau, and (2) the divergence
of its policy from that of thc Burcau®. (*) 1In the case of the
Austrian Red Front it takes, on the contrary, the form of the
Burcan definitely sending one of the sections into the Second
International, in order there to "advocate the principles of the
Bureau?,.

Thus the Trotskyites no longer hold the monopoly of this method

of liguidatiou. : ‘

It is now obviously only a question of circumstances which of the
parties and organizations affiliated to this "Bureau for Revolu-
tionary Socialist Buity!" will be next to efflect "unity® with the
Second International. The policy of the Spanish "Party of Marxist
Unification" indicates that it may be next. Another "Party of
Prolectarian Unity%, the P.U.P. of France, not yet affiliated with
the I.4.G., but very close to it, may go directly to the Second
Intcrnational, without first affiliating with the I.A.G. A
deputation from the conference met with the leader of the P.U.P.
Both sides agrecd VWto exchange information regarding the policies
of the P.U.P. and the Burcsu, but, in view of the possibility of
the P.U.P. merging with other working class parties, to postpone
congsideration of any question of arffiliaticn until the position in
France hod claorificdf,

The general course and function of the I.A.G. is now clear. Itw
role is to be a feeder to the Second International. This by no
means excludes that within the coming period the I.A.G. may attract
leftward moving groups in certoin countries. But there can be no
doubt that their affiliation to the I.A.G. will result in nothing
else but their ultimate entry into, or return to, the Second In-
ternational, It was reported at the conference that the following
orgenizations had applied for, or were considering affiliation:

the International Youth Bureau, already in the past practically

the youth burcau of the I.A.G.; the Revolutionary Socialist League
of Holland, split off from the Trotskyite R.S.A.P. which disaffili-
ated from the I.A.G. {preferring its own, i.c. the Trotskyite road
to the Becond International to that of the I.A.G.); the Danish
Socielist Youth League;. the Leaguc of Socialist Internationalists
of Palostine;' the Hashomer Hatzair of Palestine; the Revolution-
ary Left witﬁin the Labor Party of Ceylon, from which it is "likely
to withdraw"; the Left Socialrevolutionaries of Russia (in
emlgration); the Ukrainian Revolutionary Socialist Party (Poland,~
connected with the last named); and, for the first time an organi-
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(¥) Similarily ™t was agreed to write to MOT DaG-Norway stating
that it is assumed that its association with the Bureau Has ceased’y
since 1t "Yhus not replied to communicaticns asking whether it
wishes to implement affiliaticn to the Bureau .and the seceretariat
has been informed that Mot Dag has suppurtad League 5 anctions and
the general pelicy of the Norweginn Labor Government't. '
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"sound in its political principle and.program, but small in mem~
bership", as Mourin-Spain reported to the conference. In addition
the Secretariat drew specinl attention to its contacts withsthe
Revolutionary Left in the SFIO and the French trade unions; the
Anti-War League within the POB-Belgium; the Left Revolutionary
Group within thé SP-Finland; the RPPA (now defunct) within the

SP-DSA; the Congress Soeialist Party of Indla; the Federation
of Trode Unions.%feEgypt; the Arab %rade Unioﬁ‘Movement of Pal~

estine. -This'list: shows the scope of the danger the I.A.G. re-~
presents. ' ' B}

At present the following parties and groups are affiliated:
ILP-England, 8AP-Germany, SP-Bweden findep. s POUM-Spain,
SP-Italy (Mexlimalists), ISLP-Poland, Roumania, Bulgaria.

The first .four, plus the International Youth Bureau, were repre-
sented gt the oppferences . ORe. L, 0% RIS ERERMhYoE 00 K08 O
pesiticen different from the other SAP delegates, or that he differ-
ed with the decisions of the conference. To be more specific he
endorsed, ameng other things, the advice given to the Mstrian

Red Front by the S8AP and the Secrectariat of the IAG, to enter

into the Second International.

The conference adopted two resolutions, one on the People's Front,
one dn the situation in Spain. Both are characterized by a com~
plete evasion of the questions involved. (¥he FOURTH INTERNATION AL
will deal with both in future issues.) :

The IAG has sent out a call for an INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AGAINST
WAR AND IMPERIALISM, to be held in.Oc¢tober  either .in Brussels or
Paris. It was reported that the following organizations had en-
Gorsed the proposal: England-ILP,8LP;. France- Rev. Left in SFIO,
Teachurs Union; Sweden-SP(indep.), Belpium-Mnti-War League, Soc.
Young Cuatds (with reservations until .annnal conference);

Germany- SAP,” SAP-Youth; Holland- RSAP (claiming right to express
their view), RSAP-Youth; Denmark- Young Soc. League, Soclaldemo-
cratic Students (with a reservation that the - cannot act indepen-
dently of 2nd Intl.); Italy~ SP (Maximalists); USA~ Communist
League of Struggle (now defunct; Palestine-Left Paole Zion,Marx-
ist Circles, Arab Trade Union Movement; International Xoutﬁ Buresu,

These recent events now fully confirm the analysis and position
adopted on Centrist set-ups, both in  theé, prineiple aspect of Unew
Zimmerwald®, and the tactical.aspeéts, NOT TO affiliate to the IAG.
On both .the principle and tactical aspect (Hew Zimmerwald and TO
affiliate ‘to the IAG) the Fields group has been proven wrong.

A ninc-point "basis'of %hé;congfégS" was endorsed win principlet,
One of the next issues of the FOURTH INTERNATIONAL will carry our

analysis of this "basis" and a.statement of the Revolutionary
Workers League on its attitude toward the congress.,
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"The following basis of the Congress (against War and Imgerialism)
had been endorsed in principle®, by the May mecting of the In-

ternational Bureau for Revolutionagi Soclalist Unity: ‘
- 1. ©No National Unity with Capitalist Governments, either in -
- war preparations or in the presecution of war. .

2. No workingclass alleglance to the League of Nations, or
acceptance of 1ts collective system of peace.

8. Defence of the Soviet Union by resistance to all policies
by Capltalist Governments which threaten it.

4.Besistance to Fascism and exposure of its war aims.

5. The prevention of the outbreak of war by organised wdrking
' class opposition on such a scale that Capitalist Governments
will hesitate to deelare war.

6. The meeting of actual‘war by organised mass resistande, if
the conditlions for such have been -created.

7. The continuation of the class struggle should war break
out, and the acceptance of the first favourable opportunity
by the workers of each country to overthrow their own
Capitalist Government and to seize power to carry through
the social revolution. : ' _ ' '

8. The refusal of subject peoples to support war by the Im-
- perialist Governments which dominate them and the acceptance

of any opportunity both to win national independence and

to carry through the social revolution. ‘

2. International Co-ordination of the activity of all working-
class organisations which accept this policy.

This nine point program as a basis for an Mti-War Congress is
valueless. The most ambiguous, meaningless, clutter of words, are
presented as a "Marxian® Pprinciple” position. The Bureau is
against "National Unity with the Capitalist Governments!, but the
Bureau is for the Peoples Front, |

They are for the "Defense of the Soviet Union®, but they do not
state HOW to defend the Soviet Union. The need of a new revolu-

‘tionary Marxian Party in the Soviet Union and the Extension of the
October Revolution is the axis of the defense of the Soviet Union.
The words of the Bureau are meaningless twaddle.

They are for "Reslstance to Fascism and exposure of its war aims®",

Again we have meaningless phrases, passed off as Marxian princi-
~ples. Without the demand for the arming of the workers and the

- - forceful disarming of the Fascist bands by the workers the “re-
“sistance to Fasclsm" is just so many words.
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The Bureay advocates Morganized working class opposition on such
a s¢ale that Capitalist Governments will hesitate to declare war?,
Bnother iliusion. Not a word as to HOW to organize this opposi-
tiom, It further leaves the impression that the working clacs
can step wur while the capitalists control the government. This

is a utcplan.idea and 2 false concept that will pave the way later
for the suppert of war. .

The Buresna is going to meet the Yactual war by organized mass
recsistance, IF THE CONDITIONS FOR SUCH HAVE BEEN CREATED!". More
words, morz confusion, more ignorance of the ABC of a Marxian
" position on war. e
_ xThéy_want to overthrow the capitalist Governments if war breaks
. ‘rout but they forget Lenin's “small' pointfor DEFEATISM.

The nine points ignoma clearcut, unambigous formula on the follow~
ing fundamental questions necessary if one wrldiywantstotalk about,
Let alone ACT, against war and Fascism and for the overthrow of
capltalilsme

1. The dcfeatist position - To work for the defeat of your
own jmperislist army.

2. To turn the imperialist war into a ecivil war.

3. For revolutions cf the oppressed peoples and colcnies.

4. The Dofense of the Soviet Union through the creating:of a
revolutionary Morxian Party in the Soviet Union and for the
cxtengion of the October Revolution.

5. For thLe creating of indepondent revolutionary Marxian part-
igs in each country - for a new communist fourth internation
al. .

6., Against the Peoples Front - which is unity with the bour-

' geotsie through the bourgeois-demoeratic section of the
copitalista. .

s anothor article we will deal with this question in detail

and present our full rounded position.

On the Peoples Front the May meeting of the Bureau adopted the
rellowing resclution: B

1. That the Tndependent Socialigt Parties have always been in
the front rork of the struggle for the restoratidon o

nationcl and interpatiocal proletarisn unity of action
~against Capltalisu,fascisa und the danger of War.

That, recognising the ever-increasing efforts for unity
within the interanational workers' wovewent, they will sup-~
port every sgtep leading to unity of action; but they ask for
full liberty in representing thelr independent revolution-
ary position within this movement for unity.

AV
.
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That, as previously, they will work with all their
strength for the organisational unity of the working-
class on a Marxist basis, with theggodl of establishing
one united revolutionary workingclass party in every
country and one united Revolutionary International.

It is of the greatest importance in the struggle against

Capitalism, Fascism and the danger of War to unite the

working masses of the petty bourgeois and the peasants
with the forces of the workingclass, but these efforts
must not lead to a permanent policy of coalition and
to a collaboration of the workingelass with the bour-
geoisie. Otherwise thils would lead to new dangerous
defcats.

This is a position FOR THE PEOPLES FRONT AND FOR ORGANIC UNITY.
We have presented our position on several occasions on both of

these questions and will further elaborate our position in future
numbers of the FOURTH INTERNATIONAL. A Bureau that stands for

TLeftn

support of the Peoples Front amd for Organic Unity is

sunk in the swamp of reformisii“and opportunism no matter how
- many centrist phrases they use to cover up this betrayal.

ez
* ' , T -

‘wA1l efforts must be firected toward utilizing the

sentiment of the masses in favor of E@ace. But how .
shall it be utilized? - We must utilize the sentiment

© oo in favor of geace to explain to the masses that the

Browder

benefits that they expect from peace cannot be obtained

without a number of revolutions. The end of Wars---
are our ideal ~-but only bourgeois sophists can seduce

" the masses with this ideal while separating it from

ching of revolutiona

direct and immediate prea ri ction.-¥
' ?The Peace Question, 19 5?

What is the central feature of the étruggle for the

maintenance of peace--? It is clear that the center
of the struggle for peace becomes the effort to re-

- strain the fascist aggressors.™

(Daily Worker, May 25, 1936)

g
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orvae, Van B spary,

The situation now in Spain resembles that of Russla under
Rersneky. The newspepers report that the bcana government is
arning the Workers %o fight the Monarchist Fascist revoli. Ex-
actly the repeiation of the Kornilov affair, Whereby the Xeren-
sky governrent Was foreed in the fight for its exisbence, to arw
the nesses! If Lenin's tactics in the Kornilov uprising are reo-
peated, victory is in sight, -

“hat is to be done?

Ths Working class must temporarily side With the Azana gov-
srnnent %o crush the Monarchist-Fascist rsbell jon{ In no way does
that entail support to Azana and his henchmen! The Republjcan dl-
lies today Will becowe the Workers ememies tomorrow} The Republi~
cans understand the danger of arming the Workers, but they are
helpl esa. In either casge the workers a.re,,par‘ﬁ:’;.ali - arued anyway,

One musy be very carefil to see thas litile za lost and much
is gainad by the tenporary united front with the Peoples Front
Govt, to suppress the Monerdny oy rovoL k. This can orly have valus
if it is couceived 2s & sbep forward ip the jrmediate fight on
the Repwblic itself, It is quite poseible $hat unliks Lenin, who
utilized Kerensky, Azana may utilize the armed working dl ass.
That Will be the cage if the Workers follow the Communist and
| Socialist parties, through the Peoplea Front,

© outardly, While ellied temporaril with Azana, 1t may scem
that one.is supporting him, If a correct polioy is pursued ¥he
_opposito . resultd. This temporary united front is a doubl e~adgod
sWord, uirected at Gil Robles, 1% becouss, in $he act of “oclla-
boreticn®, direcied ak Azana also, Fhile fighting for its o¥n

. 1ife, the Azsne Govt. is foroced to arm the Worksra. Something thet
“ led %o the overthrow of Kerensky and may lead to Azana's ocollapae!

The neWgpaper reports speak about "Marxist rilitia® and *Red ..
Gorrittees!, Arned niners attacking rebels at febagtian, Exactly |
whet the patiiculars are, ¥e don't know, Bub one can gather that
the Workers ave moving forward and are establ ishing organs whieh
are ewryoe soviets, The Workers form the backbons of the offensive
ageinsy vhs Pagcists}l  The Republiocen regime cannst be depended on
%o fight the Fascists. ¥hen the workers teil end i, the Repub-

fcen will fight the Fasclsts, With the Worksrs taking & mere
independent rc¢ad the Republiocans Will be found on the opposids side

£ the berricades, Faced with a danger of a wWorkers revulutionﬁ

t e Revublicans Will make a cholca. And their choice Will e the

choian the Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaires made - unity With
tthe White Guards, in this case the Monaragists-Fasclists,

, The tomporary united front with Azane has nothiyg in common
Wwith the Stelinist or Bocialist "defense of bowr soisg demooragy’
against Fascism®, Socicl dsmocracy was was fighting in Austrls
for tho dofenge of the Republioc against Fasciem with intent of
preserving and meintainiug that Republic. The Booisl demcorabs
were quite willing %o sugport pnd maintain Dolfuss if he oniy Te— .

mined the. ftatus Qua. Therein lay thaix trsachery. '
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~The treachery of the Stalinists and Socialists in Spain-lies”
in the fact that tiey are supporting Azana and will support his
government even after the Monarchist rebellion is crushed. Just
the crposite what Lenin did in the Kornilov affair! Prior and
after the united front with Kerensky against Kornilov, and even
curing the united action, Lenin carried on a vigorous struggle

against Xerensky and finally overthrew him.

A
t

Even while in action with the Republicans against the Fassist
~uprising, we do not support Azana, or raise illusions in the minds
of the workers about Azana. We raise the slogan of a workers! de-
fense of Madrid, building up a working class militia, which alone
can become a backbone of defense against the Fas@ists, Monarchists
and Reaction. _ a ‘

‘The newspapers report that Soviets are’beingnformed to replace

the present Republican govi. We don't know exactly whether these
goveruments take the form of Proletarian dietatorship or simply
Soviets as existed under Kerensky. It is possible to have Soviets
and not have a Proletarian Dictatorship. One thing is clear, how-
ever, dual power is on the order of the day.

Lenin had to wait a couple of months after the Kornilov affair
- to gather more strength to force a showdown with Kerensky. Spain
necessarily does not have to follow Russia in that respect. The
fight against the Monarchists may last longer than expected.In which
case Lzanaicould be overthrown while in the act of subduing  the
Monorchists. It does not follow that first we must defeat the
Monarcnists and then settle accounts with the Republic. If the fight-~
ing in Bpzin continues longer, the war .on the Monarchists may be
trarsformed ihto a soecial revelution without any lapse of time, as
was the case in Russia. In which case it is sure that the Stalin-~
ist and Socialist fighters for f{reedom, .the Republicans, will be

fbund'on the side of the Monarcho-Fascists. -

The &zana government is unstable. It .cannot remain long in
power! The masses will become disillusioned with the Republic.
They will look lowards a party that is ready to fighs Azana. One
that 18 net wacillating. DNot finding that a large measura of them
will turn fowards Fascism. Socialist and: Stalinist support of Azan
~and Maurin's vocglations will mske it possible for the Monarcnists -
to make a comeback, I1f they are now defeated. But, of gourse,
there 1s hope, It lles in. the erystalization of a force, which -
will break away from vacillatlons and confusion of Caballero and

Maurin. In a period as now vacillations mean betrayal. Hesitations
mean defeat. The test for Maurin and Caballero will come now.
Thelr meaningless phrases about Munity of the entire working class
in one single party” will become -1n- reality unity with the betray-
ers who support Azana, A split with Maurin and Caballero .is necess-
ary for the workers! revolution. Unity of the groups splitting
from Caballere and Maurin will offer possibilities of formation -

of a revolutionary vanguard.,
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pant Th; gal;e pzlicies of the Stalinist-Socialists and Marxian
arty of Unifigation in suppor the : T -
vealed by the ‘1v%i War fnpgpa§n°£r§§§h%eggl%§ gggnﬁogggsbggna?e
cougter~rcvolutidn. Under the cloak of the Peoples Front "vic-
tories® the forces of reaction have grown stronger and now are
powerful enough to struggle for power. :

Through the Peoples Front the Stalinlsts and Socialists hand
over the working class bound and gagged to the democratic bour-~

goois in.the nright! agninst Faselsm and reaction. The Peoples
Front, like the Socialists in Germany paves the way for Fascism.

~In opposition to Organic Unity, Peoples Fronts and all forms
which hand over the working class to the demoeratic bourgecls,

the Revolutionary Workers League raises the bauner of the INDIPEND%
ENT ACTION O F THE PROLEIARIAT AND ITS ALLIES THROUGH THI POLITICAL
and ORGANTZATIONAL TNDEPENDENCE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY MARXTAN

ORGANIZATION.

. The struggle against coupter—yevolutiOﬁ‘in Spain which forces
the governmen% to arm the workers is the time to prepare for the
next step. _

The Lessons of the Kornilov uprising,the lessons of Lenin's
tactics in rclotion to the Kerensky regime must be wrought forward.
The workors must not subordinate 1Ts orzanizations to thz Feoples
Front Goverament. The workers mist teke tue arms. The workers must
?arch separately (from the wourgeois govt.) and strike together -~

with the Peoples front) against counter-revoiution. T

The workers,peasants and soldiers must organizc Soviets.

The vanguard olement who have lcarned the 1esson§wqf_the Peo-
ples Front, etc.,mist organize an indepeondent revolutionary Marx-
ian Party.

Tho Soviets must take over power where they defeatb counter-
rovolutiorn. '

Immodiatce steps to corry out the democratic mmd agrarian reforms
must be caken. Only the dictatorship of the Proletariat can
accorplish this.

Tre first steps of tho Socislist measurces must be taken at once.

The strugzlc against the counter-revolution in the prgsent bour-
geois~democrat$c phuse of the revolution rmust be carried over at
once to the sneial revolution.

only a proictariat revolution and the establishment of a Dic-
tatorséip Of the Proletariat can solve the problems confronting

allie R

op Tc gperk of a pcoples revolution,an agrarian revolution, a bouks
geois-denucratic revolution and LATER a proletarian revolution is
betrayal of the revolution. ,

The Civil War will be decisive for Communism or fPascistie.

Dpon the basls of this linc, with the will to power that the
worlrers and oppressed masses have shown in actlon, the workers an
their allics can selze power. This will open a new chapter in his
tory,choelr the disintegration, and again start a new revoivtiona
wave throughout the World, and lay a firm basls for a Communist
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL. Tt will glve the Marxists the uppeLl and 8
gainst the counter-revolutionists and Stalinists in the 7iett
Onion and cnable thc workers to save the remoins of thé Jctober

Revolutinn,
RRIELIRIIN IR

b Kurl Minov
July sy 1936-
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