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THE COMMUNIST ORGANIZATTION
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It is a well Xnown fact that the labor theory of value is the axis for’ |
understanding the capitalist mode of production and the class struggle. |
So too it should be known that the revolutionary Marxian organization
is the axis for understanding the development of the proletariat in the
class struggle toward overthrow of capitalism and ths establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, Although the form of the Communis?t
organization may change;and its stage of development will be altered ai
@ach given period,the content of this instrument,must cronain,tE. the
vanguard is to serve it§ class interest.
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The content of the Communist organization is expressed in the formula,
fithe ravolutionary Marxian Organization", These ¥hree wowmds denote the
precise term to designate a communist organization in opposition to
other "working class" organizations., Marxian organizations denotes the

rogram,"Without revolutionary theory (Marxian) there can be no success-
 Ful revolution™s The term;"Revolutionary Marxian",defines the difference
' between the individuals and groups who read and study Marxism and the
study group sectarians,or the petiy bourgeois opportunist students of

" Marxism who read and talk about theory but never practice it. Marxism

 the principle guestion into opportunism,

is a living force, We can have "Revolutionary Marxism only by properly
coordinating the theory that explains the world and the practice that
remakes it. And last,but not least, the word "prganization" and not ;
"party" is essential to compplete tha sciertific¢ formula, Therse can be
a revolutimary Marxian Organization which has not yet developed to

a PARTY: A party is a high Torm of a Marxian Ieasue ox Groupe. .

The role of the Revolutionary Mgrxin organization 18 To develop and
‘%o furthor the gndepdndent action of the class. The axis, is therdfor,

~ the weaning of the proletariat from‘the bourgeoise. A larger organizw
ation - & party - can naturally(if it is Marxian) do this better than a
smell organization;= a group or league; ; o y

But to say that a group or leagds or small party does riot have tb maine~
tain its indegandance,is to make nimbers the decisive factor,as if the
formula werei® Whnen the vanguard doas not have the masses it must taile
e nd i§ % (i.e, support the dependende of the proletariat on the bour-
&e01LS8€ j»

This is not a difference in tactic but a difference in prineiple~ the
difference between the Marxian method and the reformist method.

To speak of the independence of a revolutionary Marxian parti,mnaning
that this does not include a Revolutionary Marxian Organization that
has not yet developed to the stage and form of a party, 18 Lo negate

& revolutionary Marxian organization is a question of principle Tor us, p
~ Without a revolubtionary Marxian or anization,which not onlg brings . Tl
socialist ideology from "without™ to the oclass,but which also crystal-

. izes this ideology in orgenizations,the class consciousness that devel-

 ops from “within" the class would never reach its highest stage; and

 instead would be diverted into olass collaborabion and social-patriotic
. channnels, and therefor dependent upon the bourgeoise. ~ e
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The principle question ean be divided intd three phases of oné
problem, In turn each of these phases san b& further subdivided,
This in no way alters the principle question;it explains thae question.
1~ The first aspest of the prineiple question iy the nolitieal

and organizational indemendenes of the revolutiohtry MEYXian
organization., The organization must retain its political indepatidencs

in order to maintain its organizational independenos jthat is to |
present a Marxian politieal position. Vhen ‘an organization gives up 5
its organizational independense this congeals or soitains within it
8 revision of Marxism on a prineiple questions : ' L
Nominal organizational independence may be retained,with the

political revision of Marxism,as is the osse with Stalinismjbut in
reality the party and the class are organizationally subordinated
- threugh the developmeht of nsw forms,such as oxganie unity,Peeplds
- Front,Farmer-Lahor Party,ete. Earlier forms ware the Kou ng Rangy

The League Against War and Faseism,eta. - 5
» Other forms of revisiénism of Marxism carry with it organizat Lonal

~ and politigal liguidation, Such was the case of the Haw turn of the

Internationalist Communist Leagpe jand thgir entry into the 8.v.1.0,,;
‘in Franos. This was sarried out on an inteérnational scale.Organizationsl
- liguidation is not possible of it self. It ean only flow from &
revision of a politisal pritieiple questisn, The organizationat liqw
- uldation may take place in & *orm that completely coneeals the
- politieal revisichs This expresses itself as & fetishism, What appears
@S an organizational step,is in reality on the result of a politieal
~ chahge of fuhdametitalsy
- ®=THe second aspect of the question is the international character
- of ths ﬂQVOlﬁtionary Marxian organization. It musT be an internatlonal
organization,both politisally and organizat ionally,no matter how "few
in numbers,or even if the whole cadre is isolated in one country,
~ Singe the class struggle is international in content 1 ough  °
~national in form,the program and organization must be international,
This flows from the international character of capitalism, The class
Struggle and eivil war is & struggle against world capitalism. Every
Dposition and decision adopted and evaery act takem by the organization
~must be gonsidered from the stanpoint ef a world organization;
presenting its international -sharacter. Any political and organizations,
‘deviation from this approach will shift the axis from Marxisn,

$~The third aspect of the question is democoratic centralism of the
revolutiomdary Marxian organization, Demoeratic (entrallss presents
8 coordination of opposites and by this proseedure avoids at the same
time diotation from the top,and endless diseussion and anarshy in the
menbership resulting from allowing each individual to do what he or B
she pleases, The entire membership takes part in arriving at positions
and actions,and individuals of the party ean present their positions; ;
but onse the question has been disocussed and the majority has adopted = = ¢
its position the membership must carry out the position of the s
ORGANIZATION, : '
e The demoeratic proceedure of the organization is built on a
pentralized structure with easch committes elected with power to acth
- on program,policy and tactios in between the meatings of the membership
of the units,districts,central committees and natiomal convention
Ehat govern said body, .




Under demoeratic cgntralism eveny wmember must be an active member,
according to the needs of the organization and the ability of the
comrade,
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The revolutionary Marxian organization in its first stage of
development takes on the form of a8 Ieague or group. This Marxian
Ieague has more chances of falling by the wayside that chances of
maturing into a Marxian PARTY.

The politiocal formula for the leagusjbased upon the previous
understaniing of the prineiple questiens is: " 4 Revolutionaﬁy
Marxien Ieague is a propaganda group with & mass orientation."”
This is the concrete formula of the two«fold condition of theory
(propaganda group) and practise ( with a mass orientation) for an
organization in its first stage of existence, The emphasis in the
coordination must &t all times be on the political line. In proportion
as the organization is conselidated politically,in that proporthon
it can strike out into class struggles and realize its mass lina,

° . & 5L To present a position unduly stressing either side,failing
- properly to coordinate theory and practice at this early stage will
result in a non-Marxian groupja centrist exr reformist group.

A propaganda ﬁroup without a mass orientation will result in
& Sectarian groupe. A group that does mass work without a correct
theordtiocal base and thecretical activity becomes an oppertunist
groups In reslity,sectarianism and oppertunism are only two sides ,
of ONE question,which represents two forms of the raevision of Marxism,
i {note: we will not consider other questions here,such as the
 legel and illegal formsy And how Marxists must work with and i
centrist and reformist organizations,) :

A propaganda group with a mabs orientdtion can only win advanced
workers and the workers of the broad layers of the class it 1t carries
out anti~capitalist propaganda,within the framework of the positive
approach of the road to communism, To concentrate off the advinced
section of the class (in the name of anti-Stalinist work,etc.) can
only lead to sterile sectarianism. To concentrate on the broad ,
layers of the olass,the raw workers (in the name of less factionalism
and fights among the working class) can only lead 'to an activist
group void of Marxian fundamentals,to oppertunisms These arae two
different forms of a non-Marxian road to the"masses." |

' The Marxist organization can only defeat reformism and cehtrism
by winning the decisive sectién of the class to its bamner upon an

it ) anti-ocapitalist positive line,

6
The transformatioh of thed Isague into & party is not a duestion
" of mere numbers,although the guestion of numbe¥s is & PART of the
. problem, Mumber differ in esch country;likewsse the same number in
& party may denote & weak o¥ strong party. L
The political axis of the lsague evolves to & highar level when
this small cadfe ig able to transform its mass orientation into
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L#bS influence., This new stage is a osdre party with mass influence.
TR T T - - L o o i i icer




The development from a league to a party can be expleined only
on the basis of the polifical axis of the process and not on the
mere organizational axis, )

A mass party and a cadre party are two different things. Marxists
are not for a mas$ partye By that we do not mean useing the term
as a loosé phrafe, By mass party we mean taking the masses into
the party. Allowing entry at such a rate that the new recrults cannot
be assx}mlgtad and the theoretical and ideological level of the
party ligquidates the ‘party into the class,inspite of the organization
al forms that remiane At all times the party admist raw workers
into the party,but this process proceeds upon a planned basis of
considering the new material in relation to the party as a whole
politically and organizationally.
' 7

The brings us the the question of the end and aim of the party.
The party must serve the INTEREST of the prolatariat as a classe
The party must not stoop to the DESIRES of the oclass, But the
c¢lass in order to obtain its objective must conduct independant:
 action against ALL exploiters, The class can cairy on indepé&hlent
' sction only on the basis of an independent line, Tnis independent
1ine and action of the class is possible only through the politieal
and organizational independence of the revolutionary Marxian L
organizatione Without a revolutionary Marxian organization that
. can influence the ‘masses the proletarian class will be subordinated
~ to the explolters, |

' 8
f The class and 'its party heve as their goal the seizure of STATE
. POWER. But while the exploiters state exists,and no workers state
. exists,the party functions as the kermel of the future Proletarian
Stote, The question of party and classes in times of eivil peace),
is the kernel of the question of the state and classes-in -times: -
of civil war, In the development of this relation,from the embryo
to state power a complete metamorphosis takes plecds To have a false
position on the question of the party and the glasses today,means
en inevitable error tomorrow on the guestion of:ginte power,as

we as the gquestion of the party and the road to pdwer,the party L
and the classes,the party and the state. T e
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The organization with & Marxian program,based upon demooratic
centralism,with an international character,which maintains its
political and organizational indeoendence,is the only organization
fnat oon serve the interest of the only progressive class in
sooiety,the proletariat;such is the Revolutionary Marxian
Organizationa \

For & Communist Fourth International,
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: The Marxists, in opposition to the reformists and pacifists are

not opposed to WAR: The Marxists are opposed to IMPERIALIST WARS, and

are for class war, for civil war, and for colonial wars against imp-~

erialism, :

, In opposition to IMPERIALIST WARS, the Marxists are opposed to any

every form of DEFENSISM,the defense of "our" Imperialsits, In the first

world war the Marxists were against the defense of "democracy" vs
izerism; were against the defense of German Kultur vs Czarism,etc.

In the present period the Marxists are against defenss of denocracy vs

Fascism; against the defense of "defendsr" vs aggressor.

The Marxist at all times fights for and DEFENDS the DEMOCRATIC
IGHTS of the masses, but this has nothing in common with the "Defense"
"Democracy", bourgeois Democracy which is a form of boss mule.

: To defend bourgeois democracy is to defend one FORM of boss rule
against anothers It is just as treacherous a§ defending any of the
rarious capitalist blocs which support the various forms of bourgeoise
M"democracy". To fight for democratic rights is to struggle AGAINST the
urgeoise rule in all formsSse. _

In opposition To the Defense position, to SocialXPatriotism, the
volutionary Marxists presents the position of Revolutionary Defeat-
sm.' Revolutionary Defeatism,is the principle question and axis for
1 strategical and tactical questions to serve the Interest of the
roletariat in a period of Imperialsst War. RevolutiOhary Defeatism
ans , to WORK FOR THE DEFEAT ON ONES "OWN" IMPERIALIST GOVERNMENT.

To say that Revolutionary Defeatism means for the revolutionists

defeat their own imperialists, is to revise the content and re-
ain the shell of the formula. TO WORK FOR THE DEFEAT of ones own
perialist government and FOR THE REVOLUTIONIST TO DEFEAT their own
iperialists are not the same.
The revolutuonist attempts td do both-- gain the defeat of his
wn" imperialist country and in turn defeat the imperialist in civil
r against capitalism. But it is impossible to prepeare for the
irning of the imperialist war into a civil war, for the further
gak up of the capitalist system, without working miitary defeat of
ne 's own imperialist country. Those who are not for revolutionary
featism ean not therefor turn the imperialist war into a civil war
en though they put fortht the slogan.

The formula, to work for the defeat, contains withiy it, as
PART, the second formula,; for the revolutionists to defeat their
wn imperialists. By itself, the second formula is a revisionist
osition of Marxism, in the name of revolutionary defeatism.

« IN times of civil Peace, Marxists attempt to break up the
urgeoise system by class struggle aetion. In time of Bnpar}aliit
ar, the class struggle tactic is to work for the defsat our "own'
nparialists.

To be for revolutionary #efeatism, is times of civil peuas,

to rejett it, by claiming the time is inopgortuna, or for any
@t readotiy in times of impggiattat‘war;_is d throw out living
ory and action for words afid phrases. ﬂ
yTo work for the defeat 6f ones ewn imperialist gQVernmant mnan&y
do everything possible to bring about its defeat, even iie
ns the "victory(?)" of the "enemy" (?) army over "our"(?) army.




In periods of Imperialict wa; the exsloiters are forced to carr
through greater goverument control of industry and nationalization o%
the industriss of basic war needs, Tnis brings to the surface to the
greatest extent the real relation betwean the exploiters and their
government,which is concealed under normal conditions of civil peace.

The struggle against the capitalists,even for the smallest econ~
omic demands,becomes then,a politieal struggle against the state and
%gainst the imperialist war. This brings to the surface the need of

hose slogans which will coerdinate the individual struggles of the
class which can be used to disrupt the whole productive relations of
war needs. That slogan and concept is revolutionary defeatism. '

~ The propaganda slogan of yestaerday (civil peace) for "nationaliz-

ation of industry and workers control of production™ which can only
be raalized under a Workers Covernment,becomes a slogan of AGTINN in
the imperiglist war period of increased misery of the masses. The bour~
geoise nationalies industry for its war needs, the workers must fight
for WORKERS CONROL OF PRODUCT ION. ’ :

Workers conbrol of production means nothing unless WORKERS comE
ITEES control production. But workers zontrol of production, under
control End Jomination of the exploiting SIATE is such in name, but
NOT IN CONTENT, '

Only when the workers control of production,dsvelops in factory

qommitte:s,which is the beginning of Dual Power,does it have any mean-
1Ngs

b
s

The struggle for WORKERS CONTROL OF PRODUCTION,in imperialist wars
in all periods of political and acrnomical erisis is the POSITIVE side
of the struggle for Revolutlonary Defaatism,to coordinate the manifold
economic struggles of the class from day to day into @ powerful polit«
ieal driving force toward the overthrow of capltalism.

Whereas an Imperialist War is a ryansformation of the eondition
of civil mace, to a high and climactic phase of the inter-inperialist
strugzle so too, a defeat of tour" imperialist government in war leads
e oS ranaformation of the condition of Imperialist War to CIVIL VAR,
a higher plane of the working class struggled

Revolutionary defeatism,in day to day acdtion,is the key in turns
an_1m erIaE§§¥ ¥

ing D Ner into a civil war.
5 TeW oonditions,civil War hresents a revolutionary situation,

which the perty and the class must further transform into a sucoessful
revolution. It is not The condition of imperialist war thalt can be ,
turned directly into a successful seizurs of power. It is the imperial-
ist war that is first turned into & eivll war, and it is this condit-
ion that is turned into = suceessful revolution,to the seizure of pow~
or and the astablishment of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

Revolutionary Defeatism demancs that the pary and the class use
every menas of coordinating its politicul and organizational line and
action toward the defeat of its own imperialist war. Every tactio,
every action,every slogan revolves around and is gubordinated o
REVOLUT IONARY DEFEATISM.

: : 8 .8 U by reformist, centrisgt
@aaif§§§3ﬁ§§§9%§40{§%i§§§§§ng3§xﬁg 8 %ge gi%tignuea %?%h s Hiarxists
glogan for peace, which in form may be the sane 88 the othar,hut,ﬁxiah
in content is entirely %i:tarunt is the mibordination of the dglogan of
peace to Revelutionary efeatism. This is the line of demarcation of hhe
rxigts and non Msrxist nosition,of the position for the interest o
he grml@tarikt and the interest of the imperialists, L
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o . : . . . § d
To call for peacd in periods of ¢ivil peace,whon we?shoulij. doman
class war,and to call for PEACE in times of IMPERIALIST h\Lﬂ.Ré \gvz}ghd‘g!f}g

slogan of peace subordinated to revelutionary defeatism, ar
erent things. _

' ixid i the ;
REVOLUT IONARY DEFEATISM, the prindiple question confrontl
working class, in periods of’imper‘g‘).alist, wa:;s% is subordinated to the »
end and aim of the interest of the Proletariat and Marxism=-=-to het te ,
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of the prolétarian i a

powey, and communism.
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