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MOPLES FRONT CONTINIZS CFFEINSE AGATNSL WORKLRS
| JOPLES FRONT CONTINUGS CFFA {Ba;celona, Sep3.12l, 193Zhe§%%2mxz
i he dissolution of the Council of Defense of iragon, thell =l
‘giﬁﬁth%D ARSOLUTSL Y NO PARTICI?ALTION IN THE COVIRNTENT OF ANV REGL *
ON, save perhevs Asturias which is fast sinking and therefor not to be
taken into consideraztion as a serious factor in party_polltlcs. Every
step taken by the CNT hag been conditioned by the desire to geil back
into the governing coalition together with theStalinist and other bou
rgeois forces, This greatly faecilitates the work of the counter-revol
ution in ite attacks on the snsrchist organizations, Each time the bo
urgeoisie tekes 2 blow at the workers, the CNT yields twice as much a¢
the bourgeoinie itself expected it to. Resul t: the organization is
ever in a weaker bargaining position, and the working class continugs
to lose one mosition after =another, It is no longer a matter of losi:
the conquests of the revolutiomn, It is being pushed beyond the July
19th point., Pezsants collectives are being dissolved right and left -
the 1and restored to the individual proprietors, wherever these 1latt:
are not declsred fascists. This mesns in essence that the largest ec -
ates remain collectivized, or at worst, are threatened with division.
~ The smaller estates are in many cases being returned.

LISTER BRIGATDE FICHUT PROIETARIAT 1ND PEASANT

Refugees are vouring in here from Santender end the morth, The unani-
" mous verdict of those with whom I have spoken is that the Gov't does
not want to save the north »nd that it has been a sell-out, The ruch
herslded offensive in Arcgon resulted in the teking of one smell town
(Belchite) and a few hamlets and hill tops, Belchite cost the enar-
chist Jover Division,7,N00 men,The Stal inists did not participate ac-
tively in that battle. Their Karl Marx division composed of unwilling
conscrint forces and PSUCists ran like chickens. The Lister Internat-
ionsl Brigsde which had reen brought up from Madrid, presumably for
this offensive was too busy mopving uv on the collectives in the rear,
to worry about the front, :

DANGER CNMI-UCGT MW SELL OUT

To these attecks of the Btelinists the anarchist leadership replies by
calling for "unity", The Revolutionary Youth Front between the Liberita
risn Youth(JJLL) and the POUM youth was dissolved some timé ago. Now |
the JJLL hes formed a '"Youth Allisnce" with the Stalinist youth., They
sgitate for the extensiom of this youth allisnce to the adult orgeniz-
ations; which mesns nothing but the extensinn of the "formal! peoplec
front to include the CNI-FAT, The CVI-FAT pose as conditions the righ
tn enter the Gov't., When the situatinsn at the front reaches the stage
nf cnllanse snd the proletarist commences to mnve, the bourgeocisie co-
be exvected to grant the demends »~f the CNT snd POUM leadership, for
~the estoblishment »f a CNY-UCT Gov't,instead the workers must estebl.
?heir swn Soviet Power »nd drive Hut the c¢opitrlist agents ond inten:
ify the war against its fascist farm, ' ’ i '

REVOLUTIONISTS REMAIN IV JAIL

The "soy" cherges against the POUM leaders appesr to have been droppe”
and they are to be tried for participation in the May events, Trial ic
. allowed to drag indefinitely, Apoerentl y the Gov't realizes that the
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MATRTN IN LIVING

Megarin is elive »nd hag been heard Trom, He wps‘arrested in thg Pyren~-
eez whil trving tn eccane threruch the fascist lines, He wes going to
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ne? Or will he sunpert the opoortunist line pursuct by Nin ond Co?
will nave every comortunity of eveluating the sifuatin, nis Ders-
i and energy mey vark the winl e perty int> line Lehind

what he dnew, Srniisgo Palaein, agrarien speclelist of
5 in the Msdel priesn, bas gone ovac to the PIUC, When
rrizonars AT ONT and POTM diaccvered this they threw him of
ct the gallery and all his junk with him, He now has to sleep witil T
fodolsts as the workers will adt have him in their section, of the Jj
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~ very serinus internsl situstisn inside the FAI., The le~¢:
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ceiiion of » strong minority, Those who -ppose the resrgonizoiion of
the Wil as » gentral ized marty (a gtep which would be Hrganiz~tisne’
cnvract if the nnlicicsa +nd Lescerchin were revnlutisnary) sre cener-
pllv seenlirg, the gzme grouns that sponouee governmentsl crlisterstion,
S The ¥Friends of Durruti are htrving i work together with th2se apossit-
inn fross. L6 L considered gqnite probahle ihat the TiI will oplit
aver *ha reposnizatison westing, Mary local grouns ere n~t foilowing
inglruetione H»yn reassgignenent of members ete, Am unsbla to gove
Getaliad report on this matter at this time, The {ileg~l »naner'insrg-
ais® which wes vublishad during July and earl y-Aagust ag a pubiics -
1M oo Tae FAL, was suspended when the Meginnel Commitice, conzidaring
.?ﬁvﬁiiigaL ngfn m7§e detrime?t thet aid‘i?r i?g pqliciqé; out ~ T its
inds aod orfarved ite susnensinn from puhlizatisn, Vari-us local »rg-

Sans carrv the vaice ~f the ngnngitinh:iﬂ?ﬁsg‘rggn A the AT of Hepe
i-tg.j.‘.:f "3'1\.;1 l:'!‘_".TF"T" L" /‘:)'bl‘!egﬁt i’n;:xéy% ~y ‘,";“?::‘41]'7'?1_-%.'7,\, e . R O
3T ol LenbPegat repion o Uuialiurean of tns Farcelona lo-
cal JJLL) FRENMTE ¥ RTTAGUARDIL mubiished by clements in the arred faro-
es, and of course, EL AMIGO DSL PUSBL O, which dnes not appeer very
regularly, >

* CLASS WAR AND FOOD RIOTS CONTINMUT IN LOYMALIST SPAII

The Stalinists are nnt faring s~ well in their man=gement of the Comm-
1ssrriat of Provisinng, Potatnes are »l entiful in the countryeide but
~none in the city, Melons are fed tn the cows but nrices are p%chihiiiv
to the workers »f cities, Bresd is again very scarce »n the tebls but
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~the flour is $tiIl in the warehduses., Thére have been a number of food
riots in the recent veriod, Twn weeks ago, the women were pleasantly en
gaged in scratching out the eyes nf = fish peddler in the San Antonio
~merkets, for charging exhorbitantly, the Assault Guards intervened and ..
‘fired on the crowd, wounding tws women, The women then demonstrated dis-
5orderly;1n front of ‘the Generality palace, The past week has been markec
‘by continuel bresd rints,crowds of women and children rush up and down
the street cryingwe want bread”, They bresk into the bakeries and loot.
‘them of everything in sight. In meny bakeries they have found sacks of.
strle or mildewed bresd, Several peopl e have been killed and many in-
jured in these rints including at lesst one Assault Guard and one chils,
*On Friday the 17th, the cavalry and machine guns were called out to con-
trol the mcbs, No organization is giving leadership to these entirely . -
spontaneous movements, The POUM is mot in sight and the CNT even less s..
.The police statement »f Frideys events, declames that there is evidence
the fascist svies are organizing the disorder, stating that several of
.the women arreste® had Spanish Phalanx membership cerds, This is of cou-
rse ridiculous as nn sang person would carry an fascist membership card ¢
while fomenting street riots, The "Soli" echoes the police statement in i
1ts Sunday .issue, accusing as fascists those who agitate the masses on
the bread situation, Alsn on the 17th, a I arge band of women and child-
rendeminstrated around the Model Prison cheering the POUM, the FAI, the
wrevolutlon,‘demanﬁing bread and the rel ease of the political prisnners
- of the working class, The prissners threw their own bread out through
,ggisgggdows, and everybody seng Rijns del Puebln,bnrth inside and thoge

ARMED CLASH OF SPET 20th--BARCELONA

Beveral unions an® warker's headquarters of the Libertarian Youth etc have
‘been raided for arms during the 1 ast few weeks., Usually no resistance is
encnuntered and nn arms are found., But not so on Sewnt 20~-yesterday. @ty_

4" AM the police attemnted to enter the building known as Yhe Escolapios
Wwhich is located on the Ronfa San Pablo near San Antonio market(am encl-
‘osing a diagrzm so that it can be better understood) This building occup~
“Jes a city Block and was formerly occupied by religious nuns or something.

Tt was burnt in July and the shell taken over by the CNT, The Defense
Tommittee of the Center was located here from early in the revolution un-~
til May, at which time it was an important workers stronghold, 8ince thr
dissnlution of the Defense Committees by Govermment order the building w
sccuvied by the Atenen "faros de Distrito V " (Lighthouses of the fifth
district), The Food Industries Industrial Union had just moved in there
alsn Ffrom their headquarters in the Paseo de Gracia, This latter union .
is one of the mast revolutionary and is infliuenced by the Friends of Dur -
rutti, At the time of the police raid there were about 25~30 comrades of
"Faros" in the building standing guard. They received the police with °.
‘hend grenzdes snd spnarently al so rifl e fire, but the cops were prepar
“ed, They blncked off the whol e section off the city from CTalabria totthe
Escnlapios, from Cempo Florido to the Baralalel and San Pablo, Street '
cirs were Stopned, artillery and armored eai§EWife2§0u%2§ iﬁ% tﬁggﬁ%ﬁfié
1 na sye the comrades untl en c out. WL L
&8 For AT o itien Tat secured an extensiagtgf tlme%hgnduiie
nally oonvinced the workers to surrender,in the early afterzocn he auth-
ogiigee took over the building, the eomrades went to jail, about one thqum_
gand good rifles, three machine guns, and a supnly of hana grenad&s were
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'é@ixod."ThiSqurninySW“Soii”3'1imits”itself~to“printing~w1thcgt ?omme
o sttempt at comment, the pnlice statement on the eventst I_gpe:tva
larea pert of the day, yesterday waTking ebout through the dlﬁtu*bed;
sren, Llistening to the discussions on streetcorners. Groups would for
gnarchists and women would froth at the mouth and the cops would_cqme
znd bresk it up, There was No violence, At oneplace, a lone stalinist
attempted to defend the goverrment policies in the food situation and
i he had mot left when he @id they would have torn him to pieces.

MEED MARKXTAN ORGANIZATION TO LEAD COMING UPRISING

' The c¢limax has not been reached yet, The situstion is now very similar |
to that of April when 5 series of prel iminary clashes he;alded the May
movement, A verv small Marxist organization could accomnlish a great
deal here by indenendent activity., The spontanuity of the masses would
toke csre of the rest and meke possible 2 situation within which the.
Warwist force’ could grow, The women are begimning te waaken on the ques
tion of war or veace, npot real izing that peace can te had only on the,

basis of a successful proletarian revoluticn which will drive fascism
out of the Iberian Peninsula, One now hears many of them say t@at they

~ want the struggle to cease on any vasis. This of course nlays into the
hands of the stalinists, who are interested-as agenis of,lmperlellsm—
in prepsring publ ic opinion for an armistice. A few more silly strug-
ples like that of Belchite, the comnl ete crushing of Asturies with its
revolutionsry nroletariat, and the stage will be set for armistice pro-
poasls, First the revolutionary forces must be crushed,Staliniem cannot,
fcoent #n armistice until the CNT armed forces at the front and in the
resr have been weakened still more. Thenext armed struggle in the sitr-
eets, which will probably teke the form of a vutsch, will very likely
e thev ery opportunity that stalinism setks to definitely crush the
working class of Catalonia., On the other hand, I am convinced that on-
1y by coming out onto the streets, with or without their leaders, can
the workers have a fighting chance of keeping from losing everything
Plec?m»alg At any rate, once on the streets, we must push the strugg!

o the end, I fesr the only possible ch-nce, not for victory, but for

a breathing svell that will permit the necessary and inevitable regro.
ment of forces, A CNT- UGT Govt woul @ al so give a breathing spell .
of the wrong kind-on the basis of a further shift of the working cles
itself to the right, '

The above document is part of a letter received from comrade L. Martin
& Spanlsh revolutionist who is collaborating with our representative.
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T B ROAD TO POWER AND ULTRA-LEFTISM

o s s vooiti tpevolutionary defeatismt'y...
The struggle against the position of "r the Spanish sitnaticn.

itd nted by comrade Eiffel on 11 € :
‘ Egeagggégg%gr?rgii struééle with the ultra-left position of Eiffel

e more fundamental than a mere argument over the questiony gs;c%§
‘Zimed by RDiffel, that the strugel e in Spain is a pure and_simple -
TIRTRIAL IST WAR, nothing morg and nothing legs, our struggle'1§‘1p¢
peality a strugele over the ROAD TO POWER, against a position deves
Toved by Eiffel that touches the fundamental questions of larxlﬁmi'
These questions are concealed behind the excellent phra$e(f0§ applr
joation in an imperialist war) that has nothing to do with the.ess-
once of our present disputes. Insofar as an.lmpgrlallst ear-is- con-
cerned, no matter which side the Soviets Union is on, the Revolute-.
¢ onany Workers League of the United States works for the defeat- of
1%e wown imperialist power and advocates this for the workers lives
ing under other imperialist powers. An imperialist war cen be turn- j
ed into ecivil war only through the policy of revolutionary defeatism,
The Spanish struggle is more than merely an Imperialist Conflict?”
Tn cleiming it is merely an imperialist war, the ultra-lefts ignore
some of the most important economic forces and elass relations of
present daysociety. It was not the imperialist who arbitrarily sel-
ected Spain as a country where they should bleed the workers whikte,
;;gwgg th§1eﬁggomic igdepoliticml breakdown of Spanish societyy, as »
tLhe weank 111k i Y ! » 1tion- 7S
3 e P Ja Mol Secneny, Tat erested the orecondition et
- of the peasents gaveé revolutionary AV'igj'OI‘ o ‘t.hea ~J\::YO. 1 oy ... e. need
“helpless bourgeois who tried to rule after Ki- .Sl?ugg € ocgalnst 'the
vas the national minorities and their demands tat PoTRed continie.
the 1nterpal‘str1fe% from the Catalons, to the Basques, ¢ -It was:
the colonial wunrest pushing against a second rate capitalist coun-
try like 8pain that added disorder to the decaying Spanish struetire
d- and_sbove all it was the rising might of the proletariet that- - .
fbggdt%ifg unbearable under  several years of bbuigeoisaruie th:t:xvu
lai e basis_for the Spnish-Clvil War of Classes., Upoh this come

plicated patiern of a war . ‘ S :
-_mngrieligt conflict §Zu£;friii§§i§x§§twen Spanish exploiters the

Nowhere has Eiffel mentioned these 1little FACTS. Not to understand
what an imperislist war is and what Imperilelism is proéeeds togeti~
er. Wiffel gays '"The more the capitalist system decays, and the more
helpless the '"'solution" of the redivision of the earthkbecsmes, the
more the imperialist war becomes A WAR OF TXTIRMINATION OF THE PRO-'
I, TTARTAT AND PEASANTRY,'"Many errors are committed in this sentence,
1-The more the capitdl ist system decays and the more helpless the
capitelist find the possibility to solve the INTIRNAL CONTRADICTION
between the nations productive forces snd its national boundaries,
(markets ete.) the more they must resort to open dictorisl measures
(class strupgle)(fascism, ete) to hold in & eck 4 e proleteriat. 2-
and the more VIOLENT are the measures of expansion of those imper-
ialist netions war in need of "the redivision of the earth'. 3-be~
cause the imperislists are helpless to "solve! their needs they do
not transfer their energies into a different field--to exterminate’
the proletariat and peasantry. The dynamics are entirely different,
In the pe riod of developing ‘capitalism imperinlist exm nsion took
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place to a higher degree with less CLASS conflict, but in decay:
canitellsm every move for exvansion, as the outgrowth of the in-
ternal contradictinn, is confronted to the highest degree, in the
couniry, and within the invaded countries involved, by the CLASS- « .
STRIUGGLE Aewect which drives toward the surface, If there ig mno .+
vanguérd to take adventage of this condition the class will be blesds
white, Instead of ONLY an imperialsist wer--the class aspect of the.

imverialist o nflt ts as well as the coming imperizalist war is heigh
tenad instead of diminished--because it is decay capitnlisy, Thé: Gpa
nish prelude to the Imperialist war has all of these factorg in embr:
yo, but Tiffel 1s too blind td see them 2nd too mechanical and non

dialecticel to understand them,

"There is no fundsmentsl differencé between an "antifascist! war
within » mation and one between several of them,BECAUSE IN EACH- CARR
THE 'WASSTS FIEPT UNDER THE DIRTCTION OF THE CLASS EWIMY AND OBJECT*
TVILY FOR ITS CLASS INTEREST, in spite of their beliefs to . the.comtr
arvi- -giys Tiffel, To confuse the RISE OF WASCISHM TO POWIL VITHIN
A NATION, and an_imperialist war of a faseist imperialistnation is
the height of politlcal stupidity. Tiffel twists the question on a-
false axis, Of course it is wrong and treacherous to fight under th
hegemony of the democratic bourgeois against the fascists bourgeois,
not orly in an imoerielist war, but al so in "an antifascist war - .
Wluhln 2 ngtlop”: On.thls onint Riffel is correct,But that is hot- th
issuz, Our pnaition is clear on this questinn., The question invely-
ed is to make a distinctldn between the rise of Fascism in Germany,.
ard how you fight that, and Fascist Germeny vs Penvples Front Framee,
Thg,l§pter is a clear cut 1mperia}ist war, and demands revolutiydary
defeatism, and the former a maturing revolutionary situation be'qg
taken over by a counter-revolutinnary offensive, e former demanls
marching sevarately shd striking together, which me=wns a fight ags-
ainst the Wascists, and no suovort t> the "demscratic governmentily
Neither cen Biffel distinguish the fight betwean openly resctionary
bourgeois(frscists) . in Sprin ve the threstening proletariat revol-:
ution, the working class and its orgonizations and -mn the other hand
the interventisn of the fascists natisns like Germeny and Ttoly and
the Blum Peaples Front and the Soviet Union, etc, These two elements
make the Spanish strugsle a Clvil War of Clesses and an imperiadist
eonflict. To nat understend the fundamental antagonism WITHIN SpAN-
ISH ‘SOCIETY, between the reagtionqry‘{fa§01sts)vbauwgeals4vs‘¢he cavs
warkers and peasants and their organizationg, and the secondary siru
gle, between the democretic bourgenis as well »s the struggle: between
%he bankrupt democratic bourgenis and the working class vs the Fas-
cists(landawners =nd resctionary bourgeois) is to make a joke of Mar
xian anelvsis »f events, : o S e

{

In Eiffels Plenunm resolutisn(which we are qunting’, and which appeared
in the lsst Fourth Intern=ti-nal Sunplement) we cannot find any quot-
ations where the July revolutisnery upsurge of 1936 has been declser-
1y daTested-~that made pnssible the transformation 2f the war into o
PURI irperialist war, In the ‘Plenum he gave us his version after we.
arakad him ~ut, He said that the renl decigive defeat. ceme around
e oerind ~f the February 1936 elections, »nd ansther decisive. dedfi..
ext wee poeomnlished just after the July davs. We asked, "what was'»
the Hay unrising?" and he renlied that this was a new upsurge and v
y oromieing, Here we heve "Marxian® wis/~m in a nutshell, To have tf.

=
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Jecisive defeat in the February election perind, and then six -mamthg
later to have the July 1938 unsurge that defeated Fascism IN SPITS.oF
- .TH'E PEOPLES FRONT GOVERNMYTNT in sver half of Spain is a new angle.

" on DECISTVE DETRATS OF RTVOLUTIONS. And then after the sec nd Deeisd

ye DEFEAT in July t» have another upsurge in May, in ten mont@s§ ig .

" new wrav 2 handling two DECISIVE DNFEATS, A cleass that is declsively.

"Jefested will nnt arise again in a.verind »f a few months es did- the

Spanish Proleteriat and Pesssnts in July ~nd May. This hes nothing i

crimhn with the FACTUAL aspects of the problem--what 18 & revolutiom.

ary situ~ti»sn, and what is & decisive defenttaf t?zlc%isg.ggc?ggsé é

. T+ ffe]l knows nothing,But even worse, to speak ol & Ce€cisSlve dw
o %gggtﬁnEiiée%e%?Sagy electgon period is to’e;evate thf perliamentary

struggle( the Feb Peoples Front el éction-which the RVL sald was. a
Victory of the "democratic! bourgeois over the proletariat, and not &
proletarian - viectory--this is not the concevt of a decisilve defeat)
,above the extra-parliamentary strugel e of the class,-is to revise
WMarxism on mnother of its basic questions on the ROAD TO FOWER.- To .«
"~ have a decisive defeat al the polls, 1 ays the basis for a decisive-.~

~victory at the polls, The ul tra-1 eft position today, is the. ultrar.
"right position. tomorrow, Eiffel not only ignores the class antagoidsm .

‘between the proletariat and capitalists, and the antagonisms devedlop:
ping out of the agrarian carry over, the national liberation mov:ment

the colonial movement, and the strupgl e between the reacticnary. bour

geols and landowners vs the "democratic! bourgeois; he 2lco digmnoraaz..
- the difference between the Ytop'" and the "bottom" of the forces that
maiie. up the cemp of the "democratic! bourgeois, The Peoples Tront-CGov
e:?meqt‘has HEGEMONY over ‘the majority ol the workers and peasants

%uldugh the REFORMIST AGENTS within the workers ranks. The Pecples

.?out~Eovernment}and its Reformist agentsalthough forced to Ffight Fas

cism CANNOT defeat Fascisms pather it paves the way for Fascism.. Fut,

the "bottom", the workers and veassnts and their orgenizations wili..
‘be destroyed if Fascism tekes pewsr in Spein, That is the contradietd
1lon a Merxist policy takes into considerstion, while fighting ¥ascism
giving no support to the FPeovles Front, preparing the way for the ov-
erthrow of the Peoples Front, as the workers attempted in lay and wil
do again, = u . . R T T
‘igvigg%thg.gg }hea'bove fundamental points of difference with the: ul.
tra S, Biffel says the Central Committee has made two additiomal
imporiant errors: 1-The impossibility of utalizine or coonerati i1
Q§~defe§ﬂirg any par?-of;the capitalist state ann%ra%us, ingfﬁ;?i}w%?“
%hf ?;§}622220€a§1§ 1§stlﬁutlons as a step toward the emancipatisn ¢*
e prol riatv.” buch an accusation against the Central Committee = -
either fgnorance or a lie, In the Spanish Civil War, in theory ard is
ACTION w& have not given one ounce of support to the Peoples Front-c
ite BRWY, We have consistently fought one boéurgeois on two fronts,. Tt
attemnt to pull a few words from a sentence, from a couple of paragre
anhe and claim this means support of the Peonles Army is fekery, In
pazt, when the workers had their Workers Militias, when they had infep
andarnt control of the front we were for sending forces to the front.
Now whan the -Peovnles Front bourgeois forces have control we are oo~
osald to having revol utionists join their ranks.Those worxers whe- sie-
draited? who cannot escape the front? We tell them to carry on their
revol%tionary activity toward the end of reestablishing their Soldiers
Soviets, G
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One camnot stop here in this question of the front. There is an -evenr.
more lmportant aspect, a theoretical aspect at the moment, but whdich. »
wil} be decisive tomorrow snd separate us from RBiffels mechanical pes~
itidn, If this were ONLY AN IMPTRIALIST WAR and we took over the fremt
we do not prosecute the war, we do not continue the imperislist war-
as Kereneky endeavored to do. But under the nregsent condition of a-ei-
vil war of el as-es and an imverialist conflict, if the workers take
over: the front, establigh their Workers, Soldiers and Peasants Soviets
Wi PROSTCUTE TH E' WAR. AGAINMST FASCISM, It is the Peoples Front Boure
- geols force that sabatoges the strugple against Fasclsl.lt wWill De the
Prcletarian seizure of Power in Loyalist Spesin that can destroy cap-
"italism and drive its Fascists terror out of Spain. - =

Iy

Next Eiffel says,2-" The indisnernsiblili¥y of the existence of & Comm-
unist Venpuard for the existehce of a Revolutionary situestion',: An--
other new revision of Marxiemi A REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION is crested - -
by tne objective factors, flowing out of the economic contradictiohs
of capitelism, A REVOLUTIONARY MARXIAN PARTY is nezded to transform.ith
revolutionery situation inte a- SUCCESSFUL REVOLUTION, The ultraieft .
of yestersfay who was a member of the group that presents the spontan=
uity theorv(denying the ne=d of a party totake power) and then joined-..
a Mfarrian organization, today in leaving Marxism, swings to the othek..
exirere, makes a 180 degrée turn and. says there cah bé no revolutienary
&1 taation without a party.- - More ‘than that, he denies that a party ecaw
Le imilt in a perioéd of deeline, in a. period of reaction, in a period..
of imuerirlist war., This theme which he pregenis in one form in his rc
olation wrs a constant song in the Politicel Committee which we reject
ed, In that pveriod Ziffel did not take thls differance outsgde'theLPﬁ
so an open fight on it:was not conel uded,  Teday it -is possibile to >
build e vevolutionary Marxian organization in Spain. Eiffels position
is ant "revolutionary defe=tism", it is defeatism, defectism Yor. the. -
working class. It is a petty bourgeois, profeéssors position thatlend-
itself to ment=l exercisés but hes nothing to do with REALITY and. #i:
the cless struggle. It is a position of espitulation, The real fight
with Eiffel is not "revolutionsry defeatism", The real fight is hidd.
behind this. It 1s a struggle over the questiosn of the ROAD TO: POWER
TAKING IN IMANY OF THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF FACTS AND THEORIES OF TODAY,
The Revolutionary Workers League will burn this ultra-left position
out of the »rgernizatinn, and after the prec-nvention dlscussion and

the second Convention will emerge stronger than before, L

+
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BBAFT RESOLUTION- ON THE MOSCOW TRIALS

v_-Bothntiiéls held‘ih Mosbow, from August 19-24, 1938, and from January
©1y-20, ere frameups in which the alleged econfessions of the accused
have Teen proved a mass of lies. e

-r--These. trials are recessary to ihe 8talinists for two main reasons: -
"1, To compromise the eotmunist opposition; demoralise the proletariat
@ reserd the world. révolution, thus preserving the pr1v11eggs
of the petivhourgeois burcsuerets and their supporting §trata; priv-
ilegos which thoy defend under the guise of "™Sociallsm in one country.,
2, Tp srovas chruvinistic feelings smong the Russien messes ageinst
Germeny and Jepan end thus to prove to their bourgeois allies end
intended ellies thet treir opposition tc the fascist states is &
natioinl end not e class oppositicn end thet therefor the allied
governments mwed have no fesr’ of the Soviet TNion.

The socizl explanation of this policy is to be found in the fect thet
the pevty-~hourgeois do nob constitute an independent sceiel force and
muct sither leen cn the proletariat or bourgeoisie, whichever class
1s steonger. The internaticnal proletariet hoving been weckaned by

. deiest efter dafcat and the bourgeoisie strengtiened, the struggle
of the Russien pebty-bourgeois bureesucracy for prisileges et the ex-
peres cf the proletsriat end poor peasentry is accompanied by the
necsssity t¢ go over mcre end mere to the side of thie intermeticnel
- bovrgecisie on vwkom they now dependm for their ccntinued existence.

Two lesser needs were served by these triesds.

" First: the distractiopn of the ettention of the Russien prcletariet
’ from the ccunter-reveluticnery suppert given by Strlinien
.. to the bcurgecisie in Spain,

Seccnd: the ccnduct of Zinoviev end Kemenev was not e breek witk,

. tut a eontinuaticn of their past. Having cepitulated ageoin
and egain tc Stelin end served him in the most wretched fa-
shicn by betraying every revcluticnery principle, the tack
of vilifying the communist obposition, in erder tc secve their
skins, was neithsr new ndr difficult fer then., For seversl

yeers tacls of Btelin, in this instence they were used fcr
the last tire. First norelly end then physicelly destroyed,
their end 1s e lesson showing wrere capituletion t¢ 8telin
leads. ' ;
Radek's shcw of independence, like*the servility c¢f Zinoviev and Ka-
renev, wes dictated by self interest eund nct politicel prirciples.

"CAPITULATION TO STALIN DOES NOT PAY" The driving hcene of this lessc
tC the Pussien workers by The corriunist oppositicn cen be e big stsp
on the rcad to the ferreticn ¢f a new Corvunist Perty, the Russien
secticn of the New Comnunist Intermetional, the refuming of the
Werkers Scoviets and the triumph over Stelinist resctien.
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The c¢nly possible defendent of the compunist- Op?OSlthn end the

cerly prossenter of the tallnlst renegades will be the NEW COM*
MUNIST INTEDNATLONAL.

Thie finel judge to when the revclutlon ries must eppealgﬁs'tho .
interncticnel precleteriet, :

TR ONLY WAY TO TTGET REACTTON? WEATEVER FORM IT MAY T/KE , IS
TC BIT.D L NEW COMMUNIST INTSSTATIONAD, TO STRUGEE FOR THE WORLD
REVOLTwION. THIS IS 1F§ SULRIG TASK OF THE REVOLUTIONARY.

"Leninist League
Glasgew ~ July 1937

; : sugust -~ 1937
Dr. Negrin,
Prime Minister,
Valsncia,

Sir:

The Populer Frcnt, cepitslist gevernent of Spein, ¢f which you
are the EBrive Mlnlster, hes, under the false cherge of being
agents ¢f ““qblqn, incaercereted Nin, Andrade end cther nembers
cf tie “P LU-M.
Alsc Teine Belius, leader ¢f the Anarchlst grouping "Friends
o Du:rutl"
Huep oorlur, neticnel secretery c¢f tke “Revolutionery Workers
LP“”U " ocf Arerice;
Wr.lf Kupinsky, nem ber of the Americen MScc iz list Perty";
Willin nﬁn ¢t the Cepadign "Leepue for =g Revclutlvnary
W.rkers Fartyn:
Steban cf the "ilbanien Communist Grcup'h;
Vittex cf the "Greek Archlc—Marxist Perty."

The se Qcmr9des, rieny of whon hurried froa the fcur ccrners of the
errth tc defend the wrkers rights egainst Fasci st attack; are
crnly a few cf these whe have disappesrsd intc the Pcﬁulur Frent
jeils,

We dencunce this ectim of yrur governrent, in which is cleearly
ravemled the metheds of $telinism es used in the Moscow Triels,
eréd 1. the nere «f the workers «f Greet Britein end the mcrld
we darend thet these false cherges be withdrewn and cur ccnredes
relezsed,

- signed

secretery, "Lenini st League™
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RUSETAN QUESTION

1. In 1917 18 social revolution.

a, Bourgescis state overthrown,

b New -state Soviets established; proletarlan democracy.
'Bourgeois democracy overthrown - proletarlan democracy
established,

c. Industry, banks, transport nationalized -~ state property.

. Bourgeois property relations overthrown.
- fzxk Workers control of production instituted,

‘e, Workers militia created.

f, Lend given to peasants ~ state property only gurldlcally.

Monopoly of foreign trade established.

h. Bolshevik party controlled state apparatus,

i. Poreign policy shaped to promote world revolution.

' Bureaucratic capitalist oppression of National Minor-
ities overthrown and right of self determindsion of:
nations established.

2, New. type of society and ncw type of state: dictatorship of
the proletariat; term used in both senses., :
Socic ty tranultlonal be tweon capltallsm end socialism;
capitalism not climinated; present in every g)here of life

.7 side by side with the new,

%, These contradictions could be resolved only in struggle
between their antagonistic parts, either by world revolution

am and socialism or by restoration of cepitalism,

4, The eivil war brought cconomy almost to the point of
complete oxhaustion, Its revivel required a rctreat in
the direction of the accentuation of the bourgeeois aspects
through the NEP,

5, By 1924 the pressurc of the bourg601o aspects cof Soviet life
strengthened by the defeats of the wor ld proletariet and '
the revival of economy, and the pressure of the world bour-

geoieie, readhed.sericus proportionsi: The state and bureauc-
racy arising out of the working class emerged as a petty
bourgeois stratum, as a definite force in ®oviet life wi th
distinet social interests which conflictcd with those of the
party snd stete., By 1935 a new retreat was nccessary., The
struggle against it for a Leninist state and party pclicy
broke out and was led by the Moscow and later the Left Op-
position,

6, This struggle culminated in the betrayal of the En -lish
workers in the generel strike of 1926 and the Chinesc rovo-
lution of 1925~7, in the gplit in the CPSU by the cxpulsion
of the Marxist wing, the Left Oppositicm, the errcst =and
exlile of thousends of lcaders and members, its decimation
as an organized force; in the endorsement and adoption of
nationalism and revisionisn as the program of the CI and
‘the Soviet state at the Sixth World Congress of the CI by
thu adontlon of the thcory of SOblﬂllSW.ln one country.
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These events marked the victery of #talinism over Marxisrm, |
of the representatives of the non-proletariaen and enti-pro-
letarian forces in the SU and of the world bourgeoisie over

the representatives and interests of the proletarist; the
politicel subordination of the proletariet to the petty bour-

geolsie in the elliance of those classes, and the predondition
for the seme in econcnmy;. the cstabllshment of the precondition

' for the definitc retrogressidn of .Soviet society towards cap-

italism; the triumph of "bourgcois laws™ over workers dermpcracy.
in the Soviet statec; the tramsformetion of the CI into en in-
strument for checking. end fighting proletarian reveoluticon in
the capitalist world, for the disorganizatiocn of the revolu~
tionery workers, for their systermatic confusion by the dis-

.semination of revisionisn for the liquidation of Marxisa,

In the following period, the forsign policy of the Soviet
statc evolved into an outrlght opposition to revoluticnery
action by the world proleterieb, the coloniel masses and the
oppressed naticnelities. Internelly the state was used by the
victorious Stelinist perty and state buresucracy tc destro
ell contrcl over the stete and economy by the working class,
Industry was cxpended tremendously in the sphere of basic cap-
ital under the five year- plany but because of the Stalinist
policies end control of the stete it resulted in an expansion
of the bureaucracy end the clevaticn of their level of exist-
ence. Agriculture was cocllectivized which provided for an.
enarracus expension of the bureaucracy and on the baslis of the
developrient ¢f egriculture, for the elevetion of the level
of the e¢xistence of this ssction cf the burceucrecy as well
as ¢f thet bourgecis stratum which arosc fron the ranks of
the burceucracy. While the bureaucracy hed erisen fron the
prcletariet and pocr peasantry, the anclflc grevity of its
social cemposition shifted far to the right to the newly
risen urhan petty bourygceisie and rising bourgeois straturl.
The progressive developnent ¢f these factors enabled the ex~-
pending bureesucracy to screp the Scoviet forms without eltering
the nilitary-police cheracter of the rule of the burcaucracy.
This wes eccomplished through the new Stalin constitution.
The cconstituticn also esteblished the juridicel besis for
the reintrofuction of private prenerty in land and alsc to @
linited extent in znduatry. In the sphere of foreign policy,
the Soviet stete through the CI becanb a definite and opsn
counter~revolutionery foree, The institutign of the new con-.
stitut ion nerked the stege of the beginning of the destruction
cf the cceononic foundations of the dictetorship.
The Sovict Unicn stends now in the following position:

Private nroperty hes been restored to an oxtent,

Group per?tm property hies boen established.

Inheritence of wealth has been re-established, ,

Apprepriatim of surplus value through interest and a

di tmised fom of profits(enormous sglaries) has been

estored.
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The state is in the hands of Stalinism, a pclitical, incdustriai~
buresucracy of enormous proportions which opprasses the masses
~in ite own interests end in the interests of tie world bourgeeise
\This bureaueracy is_not yet a distinctclass, but is repidly be-
‘coming, not a new class in socizty, but a new Rugsian division
‘of the world bourgeoisie, : : : . -
. N . e — . &
To complete its treansformation it must overthrow state propers
ty and reintroduce private ownership and completer inheritancesof
wealth, Tt has atteined this position and maintaing it by view
lence, Dy viclent suppression of the masses, which, because-of
the prgsivity of the werkers has a prolonged intermittent char
acter, This is al so being extended to the suppression of the
autonomy ef the national wminorities, .. - S e e

o s

The channel by which the pressure of the world .nroletariat ig
e%egted on the Soviet state is the foreign polidy of the Soviet
gtate, < - SRR EEETRE SRR Cre e

. In shdrt, the Soviet»Uﬁigﬁjsfﬁil18taﬁéé gﬁ tﬁé‘écoﬁnmié %55582
{ ations of 1917-18 but these are largely fictive'and are being
- destroved, The dictatorship of the proletariat stands s but on
gi-t‘s lest l‘egs‘ SRR Y e e e . S . e e ma

~ > .

. lStalinism as a movement -in the ranks of the.intermitional pro-
- tletariat is a pew historic form of refermism, Its bBasis is-the
degeneration of the first proletarian dietatorship,: It is-an
open counter-revolutionary foree, Under its contrsl.- the -Soys— ~n
ict state is used as an instrument for- crunter-revn utionary:+ -+ -
11 force ,While the proletardisn digtatorship stands on its last legge
we must remember that it stands, The- property forms and the trade
itions of the-Qctober revoluTicn i#' the eonsciousness of the mas-
ges are objective Pfactors of-great val ue in the struggle to.-rest~
ore the Soviet Uninn to the path of Socialism.. = - - - ..
12 ghiS'must oe the platform:€or the creatinsn of: » mew communist |
party in the Soviet Uniom, Tt #ill have ‘o take power Ly ness /
struggle and grmed insurection, It will- take power to pregerve:
| the property relations estabiished in 1917, re~estabiish Sav-- -
‘iets, and restore the Snoviet State to the path of Soeialienyd Yk
will have to fun@tion iilegaﬁly‘-Itrwill have to fight for wor-'
xery democracy, in the unions, cos oplratives, colleciives, etec,
ete; for the right to legal existence,

PR R
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