Marxism and the Negro

Equality Under the Welfare State
NAACP at the Crossroads
Role of the CIO Unions
Stalinism and Negro Intellectuals

W. E. B. DuBois and His Work

Negro Liberation Through Socialism

May-June 1950 25¢



Manager’s Column

If this i8 the first.copy of
Fourth International you've
ever read, we’d like to tell you
something about our aims and
policy.

This issue is a special one,
devoted entirely to the strug-
gle of the Negro people for
full equality. It is one of a
series dealing with crucial
economic, social and political
problems facing the Amer-
ican people.

Our August issue, featuring
“The American Empire,” as-
sessed Wall Street’s drive for
world domination and the re-
sistance it is generating at

home 'and abroad. A previous '

issue, “Political Trends in the
U. 8.,” brought the Marxist
view of the American political
scene up to date. Future is-
sues will single out other sub-
jects of similar general in-
terest for special attention.

Fourth International is the
only genuine Marxist mag-
azine in’the Uhited States. It
defends Marxism against the
publicists - of capitalism and
the propagandists of the
counter.revolutionary Stalin-
ist regime in the USSR. It is
the American voice of Trot-
skyism, that . international
revolutionary socialist move-
ment which carries on the
tradition of Marx, Engels and.
Lenin and which in ‘other
countries is organized in the
Fourth Intermational, the
World Party of Socialist Rev-
olution,

We believe that capitalism
has reached the end of its use-
fulness for the great mass of
working people and that it
must be replaced by the mod-
ern economic system  of so-
cialism. Capitalism, in our
opinion, offers only a grim
perspective of continual de-
pressions, new waves of fasc-
ism and more -catastrophic
world wars with the very
real possibility in the not dis-
tant future of atomic anni-
hilation. '

As the evidence - assembled
in this issue of Fourth In-
ternational demonstrates,
American capitalism, the rich-
est and most powerful on

——————————————————ewe==  ynodern industry can obvldus-
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“earth, cannot even assure thé -

Negro people the exercise of
their democratic rights. In-
deed, it has powered a bar-
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world, the danger of total-
itarianism in the U.S.A. grows
more and more men‘acing.
Fourth  International s,

By William F, Warde

SWP Resolution

consequently, a partisan mag-
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inception. It stands for wno
compromise with the billion-
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ing mass of humanity who
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ly produce-and the fulfillment
of the great promise of limit-
less progress which science
holds forth.

In this ideological war,
Fourth International performs
a special function. Its prin-
cipal aim is to provide the
basic theory needed to solve
the difficult problems facing
the peoplé in moving toward
the transformation of society.
From the great body of Marx-
ist, thought it presents out-of-
print hitherto untranslated
articles that shed a revealing
light on currént events. The
Janﬁary—February issue, for
instance,” carfied a remark-
able letter by Leon Trotsky
on the peasant war in China
which sounds as if it were
written about the current si-
tuation although it was ac-
tually penned in 1932 by this
master of the dialectics of
revolutionary struggles.

Most articles in Fourth In-
ternational, like those of this
issue, are written by the out-
standing Marxists of the day
and deal with issues of im-

_mediate concern. They pre-

sent the straight, unvarnished
facts about the trends in pol-
itics, economics and sociology
of vital importance to every
thinking worker and student.
Many of these articles con-
stitute significant and lasting
contributions to the living and
growing body of Marxist
theory.

The influence of Fourth In-
ternational extends far be-
yond the confines of the
United States. Outside of

. fascist Spain and the Stalin-

ist-dominated lands where its
possession could mean the fir-
ing squad, it is read by the
vanguard of informed work-
ers in virtually every coun-
try. Here at home it"enjoys a
solid reputation among the
politically-alert sections of the
labor movement for the re-
liability of its articles.and the
accuracy of its forecasts. .

If you liked this issue and
found it~ stimulating and edu-
cational, you belong among
the ranks of these regular
readers. We invite you to join
them by filling out the coupon
on this page and sending in
your subscription,
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Equality Under the Welfare State

By THE EDITORS

The latest prcgram of salvation offered to the Amer-
ican people as protection against the crimes and catas-
trophes of modern society is the Welfare State. The 1948
elections showed that the vast majority of the nation sin-
gled out the Negro people in America as faring very ill and
badly in need of welfare. But since then Congress has shown
itself an unrelenting enemy of Negro rights. Now Truman’s

admindstration is preparing to go to the voters again in the

1950 elections, seeking to place the blame on the Southern
bloc. But many Negroes recognize the-responsibility of the
administration for the fiasco on civil rights,

These events have posed the following question very
sharply: If the Welfare State is the answer to the modern
social crisis, what has the Welfare State to offer the
American Negro?

First of all, let us note one contribution the Welfare

State itself has made to Jim Crow. The Roosevelt-Truman

Welfare State organized the nation in arms along Jim
Crow lines. By sending this Jim Crow army to every quar-
ter of the globe, the present Welfare State stamped Amer-
ican race prejudice upon the consciousness of the whole
world.

Jim Crow is a burden on the U.S. itself. This is ad-
mitted in the brief submitted to the Supreme Court against
Racial Covenants by Tom Clark, then Attorney-General,
and Philip B. Perlman, Solicitor-General of the United
States, who quoted a letter from the acting Secretary of
State in 1946 to the FEPC:

We are reminded over and over again by some foreign
newspapers and spokesmen that our treatment of various
minorities leaves much to be desired... Frequently, we
find it next to impossible to formulate a satisfactory
answér to our critics in other countries.

Nevertheless, the Roosevelt-Truman Welfare State
makes clear to the whole world that, whatever may be its
political needs, it will preserve military Jim Crow as a per-
manent part of American democracy. When you take all
these circumstances into consideration it becomes clear that
the Roosevelt-Truman Welfare State has struck harder
blows against the Negro people than any government since
the Civil War.

Not only that. Today the U.S. government says that
persecution of the Negro harms the country at home and
abroad. Yet it continues with its criminal course. Thus
what it is saying in reality is that while the government is
willing to abolish Jim Crow, the American public will not
permit it to do so. The practiced liars of the Kremlin and

the .Cominform could have invented no morc vicious
frame-up of the people of the United States.

The Truman Welfare State and its supporters claim
that the problem is so deep-rooted they have to be per-
fectly sure that the great mass of people is with them be-
fore they, as a Welfare State, can act. The people gave
them that authority and mandate by their support of
Truman’s civil rights program.in 1948. But, rejoins the
Truman Welfare State, thz state cannot act without legisla-
*ion by Congress: that is the democratic process. And it
adds, in the words of the President, “I am doing my hest.”

Every important member of the administration knows
this is a tissue of lies. From the beginning of its politics on
the Negro question the Welfare State has carefully charted

'its course of deception.

Charting a Course of Deception

To prové this, let us take first the attitude of the Wel-
fare State to the South. Reesident Truman prepared the
way for the 1948 election campaign by the report of his
Civil Rights Committee. This Committee recognized that
to judge progress in the South by the number of lynchings
alone is utterly false.

The almost complete immunity from punishment en-
joyed by lynchers is merely a striking form of the broad
and general immunity from punishment enjoyed by whites
in many communities for less extreme offenses against
Negroes. Moreover lynching is the ultimate threat by
which his inferior status is driven home to the Negro.

The report repeats this over and over again.

As a terrorist device, it [lynching] reinforces all the
other disabilities placed upon him, The threat of lynching
always hangs over the head of the Southern Negro: the
knowledge that a misinterpreted word or action can lead
to his death is a dreadful burden.

Here then is a social system unique in the modern world,
for in a totalitarian state, the government reserves to it-
self and its organized party and institutions the terroriza-
tion of the masses. Not so in the South.

... In certain states the white population can threaten

and do violence to the minority members with little or no
fear of legal reprisal.

In such a social system, it is to be expected that, as the
report emphasizes, a “jury is no protection.”
This is what is new about the Welfare State. So intense

is the concentration, national and international, upon the
unending persecution of American Negroes that the state
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must parade as champion of the oppressed. That is its
welfare side.

However, even in its documents, the Welfare State aoes
not analyze the basic economic and political causes and
consequences of the regime of terror in the South, as for
instance the Socialist Workers Party has done in its resolu-
tion (see Page 90). To do so, the Welfare State would have
to expose the capitalist forces behind Jim Crow and the
reliance of the Democratic Party upon the white suprem-
acists. That would disclose the other side of the Welfare
State as the protector of the capitalist system and its in-
terests

These two sides emerge as soon as you look carefully
at the recommendations of the report on Civil Rights. The
report proposes: federal organizations to enforce anti-Jim
Crow laws in general. But, it continues:

There are civil rights \problems; unidue to certain re-
gimes and localities that can best be treated and solved
by the individual states.

Thus nght from the beginning the propagandlsts of the
Welfare State hand over to the state governments of the
South the responsibility for changing a system of which
these governments are the chosen guardians and protectors.
Smoothly, the treacherous recommendations continue:;

The states should create permanent civil rights com-
missions to make- contifiuing stidies of prejudice, to pub-
lish educational material...

The aim is a partnership between the Welfare State and
these gangster regimes.

Such commissions, with their fingers on the communi-
ties’ pulses, would complément at the state level the ac-
tivities of a permanent Federal Commission en Civil
Rights.

These are the two faces of the Welfare State. While it
denounces the evil of Negre persecution, in the very same
document it assures the South not to take all this chatter
seriously for it does not intend to impose anything that the
Southetn rulers do not agree to..

What has happened since the Civil Rights Report is
merely the working out in life of the published program of
the Welfare State, the document on which the President
went to Congress and then to the country. The people may
not yet fully recognize this but the politicians and pluto-
crats on the inside understand it vety well. The South
knows that, against the changed attitude of the country to
Negroes, it can have no better protection than the Truman
Welfare State.

‘The Record on Housing

But perhaps at least outside of the South the Welfare
State attempts to improve the welfare of Negroes? Com-
plete illusion! The' Welfare State plays precisely the same
vicious role_m the North as it does in the South. Let us
review the record of Roosevelt and Truman on the one
issue of housing. '

In 1947, as we have seen, the Welfare State presented
a brief to the Supreme Court on Negroes and housing. The
Welfare State knows that Jim Crow is growing. Says the
brief:
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Since 1920 the trend toward use of racial exclusions in
new developments appears to have been steadily up-
ward.. .and also in extension to previously untouched
cities.

This trend, we are told, was “resumed after World War
I.” And what of the future?

If this trend continues unchecked almost all new resi-
dential sections of our cities will be barred within ten or
twenty years from occupancy by Negroes and to an in-
creasing degree, by other groups,

Here it is impossible for the Welfare State to close its
eyes to the fact that the real estate and financial interests
are 1e>ponsible The brief tells us that the whole policy is

“rooted in ignorance, blgotry and prejudice.” But prejudice
is “nurtured by the opportunities it affords for monetary
gains from the supposed beneficiaries and real victims
alike.”

Here again we see the “welfare” side of the state-talk.
But what does the Welfare State do? Loren Miller, a Negro
lawyer of Los Angeles, who has worked for years on re-
strictive covenants gave the facts in his report to the
NAACP Convention of 1949.

When the Federal Housing Authority was first estab-
lished under Roosevelt, it issued a manual containing a
model race restrictive clause to be inserted in documents as
a.condition for any loans or mortgages. The NAACP fought
the issue and, after a hard fight, the condition was with-
drawn. Then.in amendments published in the manual of
1947, the terms “race” and ‘“race restrictive covenants”
were omitted but so rephrased that the FHA could cop-
tinue with its policy of refusing to insure loans for Negroes
in “white communities” br to guarantee mortgages for
projects designed for mixed occupangy. Thus this agency
of the Welfare State, with all the authority.of the Federal
Government behind it, set the pattern throughout the coun-
try for confining Negroes in the ghetto. Once more after
vigorous protests the FHA made modifications.

On December 2, 1949 Philip B. Perlman, Solicitor Gen-
eral of the Welfare State, announced, wijth the special bless-
ing of President Truman, that the FHA would refuse to
finance any new houses or apartments whose occupancy

‘was restricted on the basis of race, creed or color. That

was the new face of the Welfare State. Immediately, a
howl arose from the Southerners and the real estate inter-
ests. The very next day Franklin D. Richards, FHA Com-
missioner, announced that “It will be an exceptional case
where a property cannot receive Federal mortgage help.”

This is the real trend, not the spectacular legal victories
inn the .Supreme Court and the well-publicized but rare ex-
amples of mixed housing. There is a.steady growth of Ne-
gro cominunities. The children have to go.to schoels near-
est their homes—Negro schools. Negro, teachers are given
“equal opportunities” by being appointed to these schools.
The same occurs in police precincts, fire stations, in relief
headquarters, in YMCA’s, in churches. There"is bemg
created among the Negroes themselves a vested interest in
Negro ségregation.

Thus, at the very period when public sentIment threat-

- ens the reactionary practices of the real estate fand fi-
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nancial interests, the Welfare State rushes to their rescue.
It uses federal money to finance their Jim Crow projects,
assists them to evade the law, and uses the prestige gained
by its public denunciations of Jim Crow to bluff and bam-
boozle the great body of the people. It would be impossi-
ble for the capitalist interests to perform on their own. ac-
count what their Welfare State has done for them.

The Welfare State did not fall from the sky. Its real

policies are not sOp‘ae tricks invented in Back-rooms by
dishonest politicians, which can be corrected by substituting
more honest politicians. Truman is not more honest, or if
you like, more dishonest, than Roosevelt. *We have to push
aside foolishspeculations as to the sincerity of this or that
government official. Great social forces are in action here,
pushing along government, institutions, parties and men.
ft is with'these forces that we must reckon, analyzing their
origin, their movement, their limitations, and, abdve all,
their conflicts. '

Laws of Capitalist Development

Negroes'have arrived where they are in the United States
and the Welfare State of U.S. capitalism is what it is, be-
cause of certain fundamental laws of capitaist develop-
ment. Nowhere are they sosuperbly stated as in the famous
Chapter XXI of Marx’s Capital entitled the “Historical
Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation.” There Marx re-

capitulates the great.law of centralization and its results

in economic and social life. Capitalism tends inevitably to
a system of social, i.e., mass production. There develops -

...o0n an ever extending scale, the cooperative form of
the labor process, the conscious technical application of
science, the methedical cultivation of .the soil, the trans-
formation of the instrumgpts of labor into instruments of
labor omly usablé in common, the economizing of all means
of production by their use as the means of production of
combined, socialized labor, the entanglement of all peo-
ples in the net of the world market, and this, the inter-
national character of the capitalist regime

This is the movement which formed the industrial con-

centrations of Detroit, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Youngstown, -

Los Angeles. This is the movement which in periods of
economic expansion such as the two wars, brought millions
of Negroes from the South and knit them into industrial
units with whites. The Negroes became part of the vast
cooperative social process of production. - This is the ever-
.extending basis of a potential socialist society created by
capitalism itself. But capitalism reigns and by every ef-
fort in its power holds on to its control of the economy and
the government, and all its perquisites such as the housing
system it has developed. Thus arises a violent conflict be-
tween ‘the progressive movement of the proletariat in pro-
duction and the attempt of the capitalists to exploit that
movement for their own benefit. So Marx continues:
Along with the constantly dirﬁinish'ing number of the
magnates of capital, who usurp and monopolize all ad-
vantages of this process of transformation, grows <the
mass of misery, oppression, slavery, degradation, exploita-
tion. -
This is precisely what happens m every sphere of cap-
italist socigty and what is happening to the Negroes. Never
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did Negroes feel so keenly the misery, oppression, slavery
and degradation of capitalism. But with their numbers in .
industry increasing, joining the unions, gaining confidence,
strength and solidarity with white workers, they react with
increasing violence against their conditions of life and labor.
This, too, is an expression of Marx’s law, that, if the mass
of misery, oppression, slavery, degradation, exploitation
grows, ‘ '

-+ With this too grows the revolt of the working cla,s‘s,’

a class always increasing in numbers and. disciplined,

united, ‘organized by the very mechanism of the process

of capjtalist production itself,

This—in brief—is the Marxist analysis of modern his-
tcrical development. The instruments of labor only usable
in common, huge factories, means of transport covering the
whole country, vast.organizations for the distribution of
goods, services and information, a disciplined, united, or-
ganized working class, - constantly incorporating Negroes
into this discipline, unity and organization, the interna-
tionalization of productioh and society; all these are the
premises and preparations for a new mode of production,

“and for corresponding new forms of housing, education, etc.

‘But these new forms of life.and work can be attained
cnly through the struggle for a socialist society. Meanwhile
this new form of society is being suppressed, thwarted,

choked, retarded, by the old capitalist order inside and out-

side of production. Until this basic conflict‘is resolved, the
crises will continue. The ultimate end must be either so-
cidlism or the descent into totalitarian barbarism.

Effects of Civil Rights Fight

That is the stage which we have reached, and that is the
slage which has produced the Welfare State to defend the
old outlived systém against the advances of the new. De-

‘spite its attack upon the Welfare State, the Republican

Party has nothing to offer but a promise to administer the
Welfare State more cheaply. It is no more than another de-
fender of capitalism. The working class, which grows con-
tinuously in numbers, in discipline, in unity, in organiza-
tion, revolts more and more bitterly and effectively against

the degradation and exploitation of capitalism. The more

oppressed sections of society, conscious of the protection
given thet by a militant labor movement, raise their special
grievances. A general and growing movement for the re-

_ crganization of society develops. Other sections of society,
stirred by the prevailing social disruption, take up the

cause of¢the. oppressed.

In America rio cause is $0 obviously just and crying for
amelioration as the cause of the Negroes. Hence the tre-
mendous support given to the Negro cause by millions who
are not in the labor movement. Under these circumstances,
the capitalist class can try fascism as it did in Germany,
which involves the total suppression of organized labor,
and, once that is accomplished, the brutal moulding and
streamlining of the old capitalist system to meet the needs
of monopoly capitalism threatened by socialism. But fas-
cism (for the time being) has sustained great defeats on a

" world scale and is now in discredit. Hence (for the time

beifig) the resort to the demagogy of the Welfare State.
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Is it then futile to fight for the passage of civil rights
legislation and to demand that Truman live up to his prom-
ises? Not at all! Conducted vigorously and without il-
lusions, the struggle for anti-discrimination legislation is
a highly progressive struggle, both for its immediate aims
and its results. Negro persecution will fall only with the
fall of capitalism. But that can take place only when the
vast majority of the population realizes that the Welfare
State provide$ no solutions to their problems.

To defeat the opponents of anti-Jim Crow legislation

would be a great victory for the Negroes and the whole

American people: a field chosen, the issue posed, and the
enemy defeated. But after this victory, the workers, Ne-
groes and all who feel only the blows and get none of the
advantages of capitalism, would inevitably confront an-
other side of the Welfare State.

President Truman in his interview with Arthur Krock
of the New York Times has already warned that if legisla-
tion which seeks ‘to compel employers to hire Negroes is
passed, he would not administer it. Good. Let him not only
say so, but let him do so, for all the world tosee. Hard and
bitter as that experience would be, there is no other road
for the social development of this great country and the
political education of its masses.

The Negroes are furthest ahead in the growing com-
prehension of the true nature of the Welfare State. They,
therefore, have a duty to- perform, to themselves, to the
country, and to the world. They must show by the presen-
tation of their own irrefutable experience that the Welfare
State is not the friend but the double-edged enemy and
deceiver of the Negro people and the world at large.
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The release of a new order of production from the
stranglehold of capitalism is the task of the great majority
of the population, and above all, the united, disciplined,
organized working class. But it by no means follows that
the Negroes, as they have been trained to do under cap-
italism, must wait and leave the initiative to others. In
the great struggles that have lifted the Negro question to
the forefront today, they did not.wait. Nor should they
hesitate now to denoynce root and branch the Welfare State
and all its works. ‘

They will find a ready ear in organized labor itself,
which has had its own experience with the Welfare State
in the Taft-Hartley Act and has seen the Welfare State’s
corruptlon of mass.leaders. The Negroes will find a ready
ear in the millions. of the middle class bowed down under
murderous taxation, imposed upon them by a war-making
government in the name of peace. They will find readiness
to listen in the millions of poor farmers, particularly in the
South, in whose name the Welfare State pours hundreds of
thousands of dollars as government subsidies into the over-

" stuffed pockets of the farming magnates.

The class struggle ebbs and flows, but mounts inexora-
bly to conflicts of greater intensity and wider scope. The:
battle in this Congress around FEPC has been fought and
lost. But gains have been registered—in knowledge, under- -
standing and experience, and particularly knowledge, un-
derstanding and experience of the hypocritical nature of

‘the Welfare State. At this stage few sections of the popula-

tion can deal such mighty blows at this imposing fiction
of the Welfare State as the Negro people of the United
States.

Stalinism and Negro Intellectuals

By FRED HART

Negro intellectuals are powerfully "attracted toward
Marxism. This is not strange. Marxism .is the theory and
practice of revolt against the evils of capitalism by all its
victims. Frederick Douglass uysed to say there was not a
white man living who did not know that slavery was
wrong—for him. Every Negro knows that as far as Ne-
groes are concerned, the social system. of the United States
is wrong. The intellectuals naturally tend toward an anal-
ysis of society which explains this intolerable injustice in
social terms and offers a way out. '

Even a careerist like Walter White, writing against
Paul Robeson’s policies in the Negro Digest of March 1950,
says that Negroes “could listén with greater patience and
attention to’ Mr. Robeson’s advice” if Russia were “sin-
cerely, efficiently and successfully putting into practice
the basic principles (of) Karl Marx and .. . Lenin .. .”
On the contrary, says White, “Russia of 1950 is at the op-
posite pole of Marx’s dictatorship of the proletariat.” Such
has been the bitterness of the Negro experience with Amer-
ican democracy that even this exploiter of his people’s
wrongs can feel the attraction of Marxism.

- For.most Americans, however, white or black, Marx-
ism today is represented by Stalinism. Between the brazen-
ness of Stalinism and the vigor of American propaganda,
the world is pretty well acquainted with the fact that the
policies of Ameriean Stalinists shift with every change in
Moscow’s foreign policy. It is remarkable, however, that
a number of Negro intellectuals are not unduly affected by
this. The persecution of the Communist Party by the gov-
ernment has made them wary of open fellow-traveling, but
despite their recognition of the shifts of Stalinist policy on
the Negro question, despite their recognition of Russia’s
totalitarian dictatorship, many continue to feel and ‘to ex-
press sympathy and even admiration for the activities of
the Stalinists on the Negro question.

Their reasoning. should be ‘carefully followed. It is
true, they say, that during the war the Stalinists opposed
Negro struggles for freedom. That was wrong—but it was

done for the defense of Russ1a which they believe in. At
any rate, today they are most vigorous in defense of Ne-
groes, as their work for the Trenton Six indicates. Look at
their record in the Scottsboro case, the demonstrations they
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led against evictions of Negroes in Chicago and elsewhere
during the thirties. The Stalinists first raised the Negro
question in an uncompromising manner and have done
more than -any other party to keep the Negro question be-
_fore the American people and the world. In the unions
they have fought for equality. They do theoretical work
on Negro history, they are publishing the collected works of
Frederick Douglass. They make mistakes but try to cor-
rect them. Their “Black Republic” slogan is nonsense but
they are trying to correct that too. The Stalinists fight for
unity of Negroes and whites, the abolition of prejudice. In

_their party Negroes have equality. They help Negro art-
ists. Wouldn't progressive Americans and labor in- par-
ticular lose if a fighter like Bridges was driven out of the
labor movement and Philip Murray controlled the CIO
without opposition? And then (final argument), look at
Robeson! What Negro today is doing more to denounce
American race prejudice at home and abroad! We don’t
go along with the Stalinists all the way but, despite every-
thing ydu may say, the Negro in America benefits by Stal-
inism. At the worst, Negroes can use the Sta’%inists.

That is the line of argument advanced. And these ideas

cannot be brushed aside simply by listing Stalinist crimes
and’ zig-zags. Negro intellectuals know about these. They
accept—or rather discount—them as “politics.” Further-
more, knowing thése, it is their view that they can take the
good and avoid the bad.

" First of all, let us examine the argument, constantly put
forward by the Stalinists themselves, that they are chiefly
responsible for the Negro question occupying the central
position it does in the United States today. Nothing could
be more false. If not one single Stalinist had ever said one
single word on the Negro question, it would have much the
same status that it has acquired today.

What has brought the Negro question forward is not
~ anyone’s propaganda but the necessary, the historically con-
ditioned social and political development of the American
peoplé. It is true that a consistently revolutionary Marxist
party, fighting for the socialist cause on all fronts, in the
proletariat as well as among the Negroes, abroad as well as
at home, could and would have qualitatively altered the
existing relationship of forces. But the Stalinists? No.
When it coincided with their needs, they helped along this
development. At other times and at very critical times,
they opposed it with all their force.

Emergence as Distinct Political Force
American capitalism itself brought the millions of Ne-
groes from the South. Garveyism was the first great po-
litical experience of these Negroes. The second was their
turn from the Republican Party to ghe New Deal. With

the ClO they came into the union movement.
 These were the preliminaries to the real emergence of
the Negroes as a distinct political force which began in
World War 1I. By the March-on-Washington Movement
the Negroes turned from dickering with private industry
and raised the whole struggle to a higher plane by con-
centrating the issue on the federal government. From that
time, the government, and with it the ruling Democratic
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Party, has been thrown into increasing confusion by the
mounting Negro pressure and its effects on the country as
a whole.

In the army Negroes fought incdlculable battles, Iarge
and small, for equality. In Detroit they made a bloody
retaliation against Jim Crow. The climax of these strug-
gles was in Harlem in 1943 where they took a carefully-
organized militant offensive, and at the same time refrained
from attacks against white persons. From -end to end of
the country and in fact the world over, the boldness and
subtlety of this demonstration, despite its obvious weak-
nesses, were recognized. State after stdte hastened to pass
FEPC bills. The Negro question dominated the national
election of 1948, and has been the cause of the stormiest
sessions in- Congress during the century.

Their Record Counts Agamst Them

In the light of these facts, the Stalinist attempt to claim
primary credit for this progress is an insult to the Amer-
ican people. It is also a thundering lie. When it suited
them, as in the organization of the CIO, the Stalinists as-
sisted. But tHey fought against the March-on-Washington
Movement which is one of the key links in“the chain of
development. They joined with the city and state officials
against the people in the 1943 Harlem demonstration. Who
can measure fully the assistance they gave to capitalism and
to the government in trying to make Negtoes accept Jim
Crow during the war, promising that after victory Jim
Crow would be abolished?

To say that they had done strenuous work in the past
counts not for the Stalinists, but against them. For it was
precisely the prestige they gained over the preceding years
as militants which made them so effective as allies of Jim
Crow and enemies of the Negro people at the very moment
when the Negroes were putting forward their greatest ef-
forts.

The fremendous theoretical, literary and artistic in-
terest in Negroes is the most strlkmg cultural phenomenon
of the last decade and this, too, is not the work of Stalinism.
It is an integral part of the development of the United
States and of the Negro people as part of America.

In the general awakening which followed World War 1,
Countee Cullen put into literary form the rising racial con-
sciousness of the Negro. The elegance and beauty of his
verse should not obscure the essential affinity of What is
Africa to Me? with Garvey’s nonsensical program of Back-
to-Africa. Claude McKay, revolutionary as he once was,
in his most popular novel, Home to Harlem, expressed the
somewhat decadent interest of white intellectuals in the sup-
posed primitiveness of Harlem.

By 1941, parallel to the political emergence of the Ne-
groes and popular support for them, something entirely new
appéars. Richard Wright makes the first great popular
literary success with Native Son. In Lillian Smith’s Strange
Fruit, which has sold milliens of copies, Southern liberalism
brought before the country its own sentimental and con-
fused but genuime preoccupation with the Negro question.
Again, Wright's Black Boy swept the country. Gunnar
Myrdal s important book T he American Dilemma, and the
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studies associated with it, showed that the liberal bour-
geoisie was responding seriously to the national awakening
on this question. :

The Civil Rights Report of the President’s Committee,
despite its political hypocrisy, was in its own way a his-
torical document. Chester Himes’ If He Hollers Let Him
Go is being sold in cheap editions of hundreds of thousands
of copies. So is William Gardner Smith’s The Last of the
Conguerors. The recent films are taking the question to the
nation and to the world.

These are the broad nation-wide strokes which, what-
ever their individual virtue, have driven home to the coun-
try the new stage of the Negro question, both in its own
right and as a symbol of progress in the masses of Amer-
ican people.

To be sure, the Stalinists played a role in this process;
but what sort of sociological method is it which acquiesces
in their claim that they played the major role? If useful
books were written under their influence, it should likewise
be noted that men like Wright and Himes who were un-
doubtedly influenced by them, have in the end struck
them the greatest- blows they have received in literature
going to the mass of readers.

When, by silence or tacit encouragement, the Negro
intellectuals allow the Stalinists to get away with their
fantastic claims, they unwittingly join the American gov-
ernment’s slander of the American people in its claim that
it is willing to abolish Jim Crow but the people are not
ready. The Communist Party’s claim that it is responsible
for American mass hostility to Jim Crow is but the other
side of the most reactionary bourgeois allegation that
agitation on the Negro question is the work of “Reds.”
Thus, each in its own way, Washington and the Kremlin
are striking blows at the yery heart of the struggle for
Negro freedom. How, in the fate of this, can the Negro in-
tellectuals excuse their passivity?

Incredible Claims

Incredible are the lengths to which the Stalinist boasts
go, not only in private, public meetings, etc. but in their
publications which circulate over the world. In the June
1949 issue of Political Affairs, devoted to “The Struggle
Against White Chauvinism,” the Stalinists resurrected
James Ford who contributes an article entitled “The Com-
munist Party: Champion Fighter for Negro Rights.”

The Communist Party, he insinuates without too much

subtlety, was responsible for the formation of the CIO, owing
tc its work on the Negro question.
The successful creation of the CIO, based on the fight
against Negro diserimination led by the Communisgts over
a period of more than a decade and a half, also had its
influence on the AFL, As a result, there are today nearly
two million Negro workers in the organized labor move-
ment. .,

Thus millions of Negroes have their very jobs “as a
result” of the Negro work of the Communist Party.

These are ridiculous. lies, but these lies, incessantly re-
peated, can have effect upon those who know no better.
Negrointellectuals who allow them to pass in silence or
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try to dismiss them as insignificant exaggerations, bear a
direct responsibility for them before the Negro peoplé in
particular.

All. who hear the Stalinists or read ten lines of their
writings cannot but believe that they stand for unity of
whites and Negroes. Such unity has, and rightly, a great
appeal to Negroes and increasing milliohs of whites. But
a brief examination of the facts and the record of the Stal-
inists will show that, except insofar as it suits their special
purposes, they are as resourceful wreckers of such unity as
any Democrat or Republican, and more effective because
they function within the mass movements,

Unity of Negroes with the great mass of the population
is developing with gigantic strides. - It is developing first
of all because of public recognition that without liberation
of the Negroes, the movement for the preservation and ex-
pansion of genuine democracy in the United States cannot
prosper. It is developing because the whole tendency to cen-
tralization in modern life forces great masses of the people
more and more into common cooperative effort, in indus-
try as in politics.

The Labor Party Question
This movement takes place' in contradictory forms.
Thus, despite the fact that the Democratic Party is a cap-
)&egm and
labor questions, the movement of the Negroes to it in 1936
was a step toward political ‘unification with organized la-
bor, even within that reactionary framework. As organized
labor has differentiated itself within the Democratic Party
through the PAC-CIO and Labor’s League for Palitical
Education, labor and the Negroes have grown closer to-
gether in self-defense against the Southern Bourbons and
some of the more obvious administration fakers.

Outside capitalist politics, there has taken place the
great movement of Negroes and whites into the CIO. The
failure to repeal Taft-Hartley parallels the fate of the civil
rights bills. The next stage is obvious. It is the break with
the Southerners and the administration through the forma-
tion of a great mass party of labor, the Negroes, the poor
farmers, the idealistic youth, the old people who have done
their share, the lower middle class who do not know where
to look for help today.

This political advance would be in line with historical
development on a world scale for every developed European
country has had such a party for decades. The Negroes,
sick of the cynicism and dishonesty of both capitalist
parties, would join the new labor party by the millions.
One of its main issues, appealing to whites and Negroes
alike, would be the civil rights program now treated with
such contempt by the two capitalist parties. A party of
this type is bound to come in the United States and nothing
in the whole past history of the United States will so bring

together not only Negro and white labor, but Negroes and.

Whites of all types. The unity will be political in form but
such is the nature of politics today, so sharp are the social
tensions in the United States, such would be the opposition
of reaction to such a party, that the great masses, Negro

e
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and white, would experience the greatest impulse yet felt

in the United States towards social integration.

No one can lay down the specific policies of such a
party in advance. But Marxists are heart and soul for
the formation of such a party in which the labor movement
separates itself from the ruling bourgeoisie and takes the
political field in its own name, summoning all the oppressed
in the nation to join with it against the capitalist parties.
Such a party may and in all probability will support at
first American imperialism in its war-making adventures.
Nevertheless Marxists would support this party against
Big Business, while opposing its wrong policies. They would
extend and deepen wherever possible the political unity of
the workers, going through the experiences of the masses
with them. The struggle for the next stage of Negro-white
unity centers around the struggle for such a party.

One would expect that the Stalinists, in their self-
proclaimed role as Marxist advocates of socialism, a doctrine
addressed above all to the proletariat, would be the strong-
est advocates of such a party. They are its deadly enemies.

For a brief period around 1935 Browder spoke for a
farmer-labot party; then, from 1936 the Stalinists turned
and supported Roosevelt, hoping to win the American al-
liance for the Kremlin in World War Il. For 12 years
from 1936 to 1948 they denounced as “enemies of unity”
all who pointed out the inevitable betrayal of the hopes
of labor and the Negroes involved in Hepending upon cap-
italist promises.

But when the Stalinists engaged in a new political ven-

ture in 1948, they turned up with the Progressive Party,
under the leadership of Wallace, still denouncing a labor

party.

Their Kind of “Unity”

During their old pro-war policy, when they wanted to
help the American government, they fought for their kind
of unity—unity of the Negroes with the Democratic party
of Bilbo and Rankin. Now today when they want to em-
barrass and impede and harass the American government,
the Stalinists strive for unity only with those who support
what they call their anti-imperialist peace policy but which
really is an opportunist pressure policy for another deal
between Washington and Moscow. In both cases they serve
as an obstacle to the real unity of the Negroes with the
mass of the population whose next step is"and can only be
a great mass party of labor.

Are Negro intellectuals so naive as to believe that this
consistent line is no more than a “mistaker” 7'he Stalinists
do not want the Negroes in a labor party which the labor
leaders would in all probability commit to support of the
war against Russia. They want to tie the Negroes to what-
ever liberal capitalist politicians, workers and intellectuals
they can get together in their discredited Progressive Party
which stands as a barrier and diversion to the anti-capital-
ist political unity -of the great jynasses. What is this but
hostility to the historic development of the Negro people in
the United States?

This is the constant contradiction between their profes-
sions and their actions, their claims to be acting in har-
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mony with the historic aims and methods of socialism, their
policies which force them in actuality to oppose these aims.
Hence their monumental, incessant lying, the lying about
their aims, the lying denunciations of other groups and
parties. Nowhere is it so startling as in the intellectuals
who commit themselves to following the Stalinists. The
most remarkablg of these today is a Negro, Paul Robeson.
Instead of talking about his spirit and his courage, Negro
intellectuals would be well advised to examine the highly
instructive course of this world-famous figure.

Paul Robeson and Frederick Douglass

The Stalinists are pertinaciously trying to build a com-
parison between Robeson and Frederick Douglass. Negro
intellectuals have a special responsibility here to protect
not only the memory but the enormous contemporary signif-
icance of a great American and a great fighter for human
liberty.

Douglass was a political and mass leader of enormous
stature, a leader in the Abolition movement, a leader in the
Free Soil Party. He originated policy. He broke with Gar-
rison and Phillips to defend the revolutionary traditions
which in his mind were inseparably connected with the
Constitution of -the United States. No man was ever less
of an Uncle Tom politically.

What political policy for Negroes has Robeson ever
originated or proposed? None. For years he has been a
docile follower of the shifts and dodges of the Communist
Party. Was he in favor of the March-on-Washington Move-
ment when the Stalinists opposed it? Has he ever had any-
thing to say about Negroes which his masters did not tell
him to say? Didn’t he, with Browder, stretch out the hand
to ], P. Morgan? Does he oppose “self-determination”?
Where? When? Was Frederick Douglass ever in. such a
humiliating position in regard to any group of politicians?
Would he have been Fredérick Douglass if he had?

The Stalinists for years emphasized that Douglass called
on the Negroes to join the army of Lincoln and drew the
analogy that Negroes should support World War I1. This
is a monstrous perversion. Douglass said that, whatever
the conditions, Negroes should fight against the South, for
its defeat would mean emancipation. He said this before
Lincoln came out for emancipation. He was right. But
even if he had been wrong, it was an honest policy, a policy
conceived in the highest interests of the Negroes and the
vast majority of the people of the United States.

But Robeson? When the Stalinists were telling the
Negroes that victory over Germany meant emancipation
for Negroes in the United States, they lied and knew they
lied. A thousand books and articles testily to their knowl-
edge of the profound roots Negro persecution had in Amer-
ican capitalism. Did any word come from Robeson on this
vicious deception of the Negro people? No. Lester Granger
and Walter White were Uncle Toms for the White House;
Robeson played the same role for the Kremlin.

Douglass was an internationalist, took his message of
Negro emancipation to Europe and was the advocate of
freedom for Irish, Hungarians and all oppressed peoples.
And Robeson? He comes back from personal visits to
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Eastern Europe and uses his great reputation and prestige
to tell the American people that:

Here in these countries are the people; their spokes-

man are in the forefront of our struggle for liberation—

on the floor of the Uniled Nations, in the highest councils

of world diplomacy ... Freedom is already theirs... It is
indeed a vast new concept of democracy.

Southern Bourbons say that the Negroés in the South
are happy and contented. Robeson-says, in face of a gi-
gantic mountain of evidence to the contrary, that nearly
300 million people in Russia and Eastern Europe have free-
dom. Could anyone imagine Frederick Douglass.in a sim-
ilar position?

The whole political world in the United States has been
startled and disgusted by the refusal of the Stalinists to
support civil rights for Trotskyists. In July 1949 at the
Stalinist-dominated Bill of Rights Conference in New
York, Robeson led the attack upon the Trotskyists, calling
them “fascists” and giving this as the reason for denial of
Stalinist support to their civil rights. No GPU agent could
have exceeded the ferocity, the utter absence of shame and
conscience with which he shouted out these lies, knowing
them to be lies. Let anyone find one single page in the
writings and speeches of Frederick Douglass which show
that incorruptible Negro in a corresponding position.

A Cover for Tyranny

Robeson’s whole political activity is a living lie. He
does not owe his present, status in the world merely to his
remarkable talents. Negroes, whites, Indians, Chinese who
loved liberty gave him their support, not only for himself,
but as a demonstration against the ideology of imperialism.
They saw in him a symbol of triumph against the lies,
the lynchings, the frame-ups, the tyranny, the judicial
murders of Negroes. That is what made Robeson what he is
today. And now he turns around and uses what the op-
pressed masses have given him to defend and cover up
lynchings, frame-ups, judicial murders, tyranny and op-
pression over half the continent of Europe. Where are
the words to express this crime against humanity and
against the Negro people in particular, committed on in-
numerable platforms, stages and radios over the civilized
world? What single figure in the world today tells so many
lies to so many people in so many languages? It is a tragic
spectacle to see what American imperialism and Stalinism
between them have made of a man so supremely gifted, so
trained for influencing millions of people and with such
powerful impulses to serve his fellowmen.

But tragic as it is, that does not absolve the Negro in-
tellectuals from their responsibility. Robeson increasingly
represents himself as the voice of Negro America. In de-
fense of the Negro people, Negro intellectuals have to let
the hundreds of millions in Europe know that there exists
among them an honest and principled opposition to Amer-
ican bourgeois democracy which does not compromise withr
Stalinist tyranny.

In tolerating and showing sympathy to Stalinism, the
Negro intellectuals do not know what fire they are playing
with. They airily brush aside the Stalinist “self determina-
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tion” slogan as if it were some sort of aberration or some
Marxist curiosity. The Stalinists are exploiters of Negro
suffering and Negro militancy in the United States which
they use and abuse for their own purposes. When they had
the alliance of Washington with Moscow, they dropped the
whole business of “self-determination.” Now that they
are once more in conflict with the American government,
they have taken it up again. This is conclusive of its ultt-
mate purpose.

Let the Negroes beware, If the Stalinists gain influence
among them, they will not hesitate at a critical moment
1o recklessly hurl them at American imperialism, to arti-
ficially foment needless race riots and if necessary to divide
Jabor unions by embittering relations between whites and
Negroes.

Robeson Is a Warning

The end result of this ruthless sacrifice of whatever can
be used to further their own ends could easily be a blood-
bath for the Negroes and a serious set-back to the positions
painfully won by such hard fighting. This is exactly what
the Stalinists did in Canton, China, in 1928. The Com-
intern, to support its policies in the 6th World Congress,
called for an insurrection which was doomed from the start
because it had no relation to the situation in the country.
The result was a hopeless massacre of the best fighters
among the Chinese masses.

Negro intellectuals may believe that their indulgence
to Stalinism is in the bebt interests of the Negro people.
They are mistaken. In reality, their adaptation to Stalin-
ism is a class attitude—not the attitude of the militant
worker, but the attitude of the pliant intellectual petty-
Lourgeoisie.

This is perfectly expressed by Robeson when he says
that in Moscow he could walk with dignity. Negro masses
in the United States have to walk in Jackson, Mississippi,
or Savannah, Georgia. If they did go to Moscow they would
have to work in factories under bureaucratic slave-drivers,
guarded by soldiers. The Negro intellectuals share the
prevailing despair that the future belongs either to Amer-
ican imperialism or to Stalilism, and that there is no other
path to emancipation. Unable to bear the cruelty and
intolerable hypocrisy of American imperialism, they feel
that at any rate Stalinism is a bulwark against race prej-
udice. They are wrong, pitiably, horribly wrong. No mi-
nority has ever been emancipated by the methods of Stalin-
ism, and any passivity and tolerance in regard to the crimes
> Stalinism is already an evidence of degeneration. Not to
fenounce such crimes, not to warn against such dangers is
second only to commending them. Let the spectacle of
Robeson be a warning.
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Negro Workers and the CIO

By C. THOMAS

In the years before the formation of the CIlO, when
craft unions dominated the American labor movement,
not only the employers but the bulk of organized labor
itself was militantly Jim Crow. White workers sought
deliberately to keep Negroes out of jobs, The trade unions
constituted a hostile barrier to the employment of Negro
lubor in the organized sectors of industry and trade. Where
cbvious’ self-interest dictated the necessity of organizing
Negro workers, they were usually shunted off into second-

~class Jim Crow locals.

Under the circumstances, the Marxist contentions
that the future of Negroes lay wth the labor movement
and that the only road for workers, white and black, was
solidarity in the struggle against their mutual capitalist
enemy, appeared like lunacy to the majority of Negroes.

The CIO brought a great change. Today about a
million and a quarter Negroes are established in the labor
movement with approximately half-a-million in the CIO.
Compared to. the pre-ClO days the present situation rep-
resents a great advance. But it Is necessary to recognize

that only the first steps forward have been taken. Negroes

still suffer heavy discrimination in industry and in the
unions.

A wartime study, published in 1944, disclosed that
some 30 national unions, AFL, Railroad Brotherhood and
mdcpcndmt either excluded Negroes thfough constitu-
tional provision and ritual or accorded "them only segre-
gated auxiliary status. Exclusionist provisions by unions
affiliated to the AFL violate its national constitution. Yet,
numerous attempts to invoke disciplinary action have been
sidetracked by the AFL hierarchy with the hypocritical

Jassurance that the problem cin best be solved by “educa--

tion.” . This beneficent approach to its Jim Crow affiliates
is in sharp contrast to the AFL leaders’ ruthless expulsion
in 1936 of urions comprising the Committeesfor Industrial
Organization for “violating” the AFL constitution because
they sought to unite all workers in a given factory or
industry in a single organization.

The Indispensable Cornerstone

The unions which launched the CIO had to deal, {from
the beginning, in a forthright manner with the Negro
question. Fortunately, the most powerful of the group, the
United Mine Workers, International Ladies ‘Garment
Workers and Amalgamated Clothing Workers, had gained
insight and experience through intensive organizing cam-
paigns in the early "30s. Thousands-of Negro workers had
been recruited without discrimination and comprised a
substantial section of their membership. The inclusion
of all workers regardless of race, color or creed, was im-
mediately recognized as the indispensable cornerstone of
any lasting union structure in the basic mass produc-
tion industries. This was especially true in steel and
auto, two of the main citadels of corporate resistance to
unionization.

The United Stee] Workers and United Automobile
Workers are the largest and most influential in the/ClO.
Each centains a. large proportlon of Negro members.
Their attitude on the race question exerts great influence
on the policy of the CIO and its affiliates. While no
comprehensive survey ‘of the entire CIO can be given
within a brief article, it is possible to give a fairly accurate
indication of the situation of Negroes in the CIO and to
draw certain conclusions from the experience of its major
unions.

How Negroes Got into Unions

[ow the Negroes got into industry and the unions is
essential to an understanding of where they are today.
Prior to World War I the rapidly expanding steel centers
of the North relied on immigrants from Europe for an
ever-increasing supply of cheap labor. Negro labor was
concentrated in the South, particularly in the Birmingham
region. The war shut off immigration and subsequent
restrictive legislation dried up that source of supply.

The steel industry then turned to the South for its
cheap labor supply, recruiting thousands of Negroes for its
northern mills. In the two decades from World War I to
the launching of the CIO, Negro labor in basic steel more
than tripled. In the 30’s between forty and fifty thousand
Negroes were employed in basic steel productign. This was
a factor to be reckoned with in the calculations of the
CIO leaders. ‘It would have been impossible to organize
basic steel without tacit support. from the Negro labor
ferce.

Very [lew NLUIOt,b were employed in the automobile
industry prior to World War 1. The 1910 census figures
show only 569 Negroes in a total labor force of 105,759
automobile workers. An acute labor shortage during the
war attracted thousands of southerners, white and colored,
to the automobile industry center in Detroit. This mush-
rooming industry continued to absorb Negro labor so that
by the middle 30’s between twenty and thirty thousand
Negroes wére employed in auto plants.

An additional factor that made the race question a
key issue in the organization. of auto was the Ford Motor
Company’s potent bid for the sympathy and support of
Detroit’s Negro community. Ford made a practice of
hiring Negroes to the extent of 10% of his labor force.
These jobs were distributed primarily through Negro min-
isters who in turn were expected to bolster the ferocious
anti-union policy of the Ford Motor Compa- v and deliver
the Negro vote to Harry Bennett, head .of the notorious
Ford Service Department., Although Ford rarely departed
from the accepted racial occupation pattein of confining
Negroes to the dirtiest, heaviest and most dangerous jobs,
the fact that he hired so many colore? workers established
his reputation as a “friend” of the Negro. He tried to
use this reputation to the very dast to prevent organization
but failed. By the time the UAW leadership tackled Ford,
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it had already demonstrated in action its adherence to the
CIO-policy of non-discrimination and thereby gained the

active support of promment Negro spokesmen who played‘

an important role in critical stages of the 1941 strike which
brought Ford into the UAW fold.

Basic Racial Patterns Unchanged

Although the CIO /has_ organized Negro workers with-
out discrimination, it has done little to alter the racial
occupation- patterns imposed by capitalist operation.
Unionization found the Negroes concentrated in the heavi-
est, dirtiest, most dangerous and poorest paying jobs. B
and large, that is where they remain. This is ¥rue of steel,
auto, mining, textile, tobacco, etc. The Negro is unskilled,
semi-skilled, common laborer, while the white is mechanie,
‘machine-tender, skilled maintenance = and’ Whlte collar
worker.

The persistence of this inequality must in large meas-

ure be laid at the door of the CIO leadership. Negroes

were able to penetmte industry in large number only dur-
ing periods of acute labor shortage. It is in such penods
that the greatest advances can be made. The CIO organized
the Negro worker without discrimination but neglected to
take advantage of the wartime opportumty for -eradicating

the discriminatory employment practlces of ;the bosses..

The wartime policy of national unity, equallty of sacrifice
and the no-strike pledge left employers free to exercise
discriminatory practices in the field 'of hiring, transfer and
promotion.

- Most union agreements in the mass production indus-
tries contain departmental or occupational seniority clauses.
Plant seniority tlauses are very rare. While department
_seniority protects the Negro worker in case of layoffs with-
in the department, it makes no provision for upgradino
or promotion to more desirable or higher paying jobs in
other departments. This tends to- freeze Negro workers in
t,he least desirable départments.

The *wartime labor shortage provided CIO leaders
with their greatest opportunity to lead Negro workers out
of this blind alley. Despite the acute shortage many erh-
ployers refused to hire Negroes, others persisted in' main-
taining the traditional racial occupation, pattern’ of indus-
try while a few made token moves infringing on this*pat-
tern by upgrading Negroes to hitherto, all-white depart-
ments. To the credit of many national and local CIO

leaders it must be said that in the latter case they moved.

with vigor to quell any Jim Crow strikes or demonstra-

tions designed to exclude Negro workers. Usually a. threat

of drastic disciplinary action was enough to send the
“rebels” back to work.

Negroes Took the Initiative’

Where the employer took the-initiative or could be
induced to hire or upgrade Negroes into all-white depart-
ments the CIO threw the support of the union, if neces-
sary, to make it stick. 'But such cases were rare. In the
over-all ‘struggle for equal opportunity of employment
the Negroes themselves took the initiative through the
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March-On-Washington -Movement. This promising move-
ment proposed to. substjtute mass action for ineffective
pleas, petitions and pious wishes. With active support
from the CIO it would have been invincible. But the CIO
leaders remained aloof. They were unalterably committed
to a polity of collaboration with the Roosevelt administra—
tion and would -do " nothing to embarrass their “friend” ir
Washington.

However, the mere threat of a nation-wide march on
Washington sufficed to compel Roosgvelt to issue the exe-
‘cutive order establishng the Fair Employment Prictices
Committee. Inadequate as it was, the FEPC represented
the greatest concession wrested from the government in the
-struggle for Negro rights during the war. ‘It demonstrated
the superiority of militant methods of struggle over the
moral preachments appeals to patriotism, leglslatwe lobby-
ing and “education” practiced by the liberals and labor,
leadérs.

Bolstered by the FEPC, the Negroes made spme notable
advances during the war.” The number of Negroes em-
ployed in industry increased. Jobs hitherto reserved to
whites were opened up to Negro workers. These gpms weré
most-marked in the section of industry orgamzed by the
C10. But the number of Negroes who succeeded in breach-
ing the Jim Crow occupatxon pattern was too small to make
any apprecxable alteration in the basic pattern. Today the
racial occupation pattern remains essentially what it was
before the war.

Meanwhile, the presence of Negro members in signifi-
cant numbers, théir :active participation in union affairs
plits the exigencies of internal union politics has made
them an important factor in the key unions of the CIO.
In most steel locals, for example; Negroes function as of-
ficials, gxecutive board members, stewards, committeemen,
etc. The same is true in aut® and other CIO uniens with
substantial Negro membership. It is above the local level,
however, where the top brass is further removed from
direct contact with the ranks, that Jim Crow rears its ugly
head.

The “Jim Crow in Reverse’” Argument

While a Negro is usually appointed in each district of
the steel union; it is the practice to assign him a special
department where his duties do not bring him into direct
contact with the employer as a representative of the na-
tional organization. In the UAW repeated demands have
been made for Negro. representatlon on-the International
Executive Board. The Board is composed of ‘regional di-
rectors and executive officers who represent - the national
organization in negotiations and disputes with the corpora-
tions,

The demand for Negro representation has been met by
Reuther and his close assoc1ate§ wnh the charge that this
constitutes “Jim Crow in reverse.” The specious argument
is made that advancement to top union positions must be
made solely on the basis of “ability.” This is poppycock.
There are Negro leaders in the UAW as able as any now
occupying top positions in the union. Underlying the
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jrm Crow in reverse” ‘argument is an unwarranted con-
cession to. white chauvmlsm

"Thi$ concession to prejudrce stems from the patterp

adopted by the United Mine Workers Union in organ-.

izing the copl miners of the deep South. In setting up
mixed locals in which Negroes constituted a maJorrty, it
was arranged for the president to be a white and the vice-
presidenf a Negro. The president was the official who
represented the men in meetings with the employers. By
this system, corporation executives were spared an affront
~ to their_Jim Crow pre]udrces

When the UMW orgamzed steel the same system was
adopted for the mixed locals of the South and extended into
the North—with harmful consequences. Prejudiced white
workers are quick to sense the attitude of the leaders.
Supervisory personnel are emboldened to practice dis-
crimination in a hundred insidious and devious ways.
Rising, unemployment sharpens the competition for jobs.
Exacerbated friction can lead to dangerous explosiens. The
complacent attitude of International Presidents like
Reuther and Murray who feel they have discharged their

obligation by grvmg lip service to the struggle for Negro
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equality and by using a few Negroes as window-dressing-

to display their “good will” acts as a spur to chauvinism.
At this juncture, Negro representation on leading bodies
of CIO unions—and not for show-case purposes—is the
minimum required to demonstrate the seriousness of union
lcaders in the struggle against industrial Jim Crow.

In the Taft-Hartley Era

Labor is now living in the Taft-Hartley era. The busi-
ness unionism of Gompers and Green and the mossbacks
of the AFL Executive Council is a relic of the past. Every
major struggle involves the . unions in conflict with the
government which functions as the executive agency of the
‘capitalist ruling class. Politics has become a life and death
matter for the unions. And the Negro question is, above
all, a political question. If the union’ leaders were unaware
of it before, the so-called’ Republican-Dixiecrat coalition
has forcibly reminded them of the fact.

The CIO campaign to organize the South ran smack
into the Negro question in all its political and. social
ramifications. Lacking a correct policy on this crucial prob-
lem, the drive has bogged dowh. The Southern drive was
undertaken with a view toward breaking the political
monopoly of the Dixiecrats by exerting the, pressure of
organized labor on the Democratic Party. The Southern
Negro js extremely sympathetic toward the CIO. But he is
disfranchised, along with a large proportion of white
workers, and in addition is subjected to an atmosphere of
vmtrmrdatron and terror. A policy based on an appeal to
support “good” Democrats against “bad” Democrats can-
‘not arouse much hope or enthusiasm. For in the South,
even the “best” of the liberal Democrats, as witness the
campaign pronouncements of a Claude Pepper, are Jim
Crow practitioners.
The Republican-Dikiecrat coalition is a political fusion
of northern capital and southern demagogy. Northern
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capital bolsters Southern reaction. Southern reaction up-

holds Taft- llartleyrsm As’long as labor adheres to the
fraudulent two-party system, monopoly capital can’t lose.

To orgamze the South while supporting the Democratic
Party is a more formidable task than Herculés faced in
cleaning the Augean stables. And Philip Murray is no
Hercules!

Eduecation, Organizatien, Leadership

The CIO top brass is fond of emphasizing that Jim
Crow will be conquered through education, organization
and leadership. That is true in the abstract. But. the
heart of the question is, what sort of education, what type
of organization and what kind of leadership?

In steel, the Murray machine initiated an educational
campaign through the establishment of a Civil Rights
Committee. The committee calls vhrious conferences to
promote . .. Truman’s civil rights program. The emphasis
at these conferences is on legislative lobbying, letter writ-
ing and CIO-PAC types. of political action. The sum total
of Murray’s educational program consists in covering up
and whrtewashmg the Truman admmrstratxons failure
to deliver-'on its election promises and drumming up sup-
port for the election of Trumanite Democrats next fall.
This sort of “education” is worse than useless.

Effective education in the struggle against er Crow
must lay bare the, real function of racial discrimination,
must expose its caprtahst class character and the role it
plays ih dividing and weakening the working class in its
struggles for emancipation from exploitation and wage
slavery. '

Effective organization must be based on the recog-
nition of the class lelSlOl‘l in capitalist society, the knowl-
edge that Democrats and "Republicans alike represent the
interests of the ruling capitalist class, and the necessity for
an independent working class party to ‘carry forward the’
struggle of exploited labor, black and white.

Effective leadership can be provided only by those
who recognize the revolutionary ‘implications of the strug-
gle for Negro equality and are prepared to lead such a
struggle to the very end.

The entrance of Negroes into industry during the first
World War cofncided with the beginning of the ‘decline
of capitalism as a world system. Encompassing a brief
span of 30 odd years this period has been marked by
major convulsions: wars, depression, colonial revolts and
socialist’ revolutions, It required a major split in the
American fabor movement and the tumultuous rise of the
CIO befote Negroes gained admission to the unions on a
near-équal ‘basis. The same period witnessed a gigantic
growth of union membership to, some 16,000,000 strong.
These tremendous historical events are a harbinger of
what is to come.

Taft-Hartleyism and Jim Crow are twins. Decaying
capitalism, which exudes the poison of racial discrimina-
tion from every pore, is bent on using its political. mono-
poly to destroy the labor movement. Necessity will drive
the American working class onto the political arepa to
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engage the enemy in mortal, combat. They will learn the
truth enunciated by Marx: Labor with a white skin can-
not emancipate itself where labor with a black skin is
branded. Working class solidarity, fertilized in the womb

The NAACP at

By JEAN

The National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People is slipping—in membership, in effectiveness, in
prestige. The need for a strong, independent organization
to struggle for equality for Negroes in the United States is
greater than ever, but the organization faced with that re-
sponsibility by its program, base and history is paralyzed
and torn by contradictions and confusion.

Membership has dropped to half the 500,000 of three
years ago and the effectiveness of whatis left is being dis-
sipaied in piddling, uninspiring write-your-congressman
politics that brings nothing but defeats. The leadership of
the Association,“the executive staff in-the national office, is
completely disoriented in the face of its tasks, torn be-
tween responsibility to the Negro membership and po-
tential membership, and enslavement to the traditions and
defects of the past-continued in the self-perpetuating board
of directors which controls the organization.

In the last decade of the nineteenth century and the be-
ginning of the twentieth, capitalist Bourbon reaction had
wiped out the gains of the Reconstruction by force and
violence and was consolidating its v1ctory by legally dis-
franchising and segregating the Negro, depriving him of his
rights as a citizen.

Birth of A Movement

Young Negro intellectuals in the North, led by W. E. B.
DuBois, saw the need for organized and aggressive defense
of Negro civil rights. They met at Niagara, on Canadian
soil, in 1905 to plan a national organization to combat all
forms of segregation and discrimination. This new group
represented a more advanced Negro leadership, opposed to
the gradualism, conservatism and conciliatory policies of
the dominant Booker T. Washington group at Tuskegee.

An atrocity—a race riot in Springfield, [linois in 1908
in which many Negroes were killed or wounded—shocked
a group of white liberals with an Abolitionist heritage into
organizing another movement, the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, in 1909.

The following year the two tendencies merged when
DuBois accepted the post of director of publicity for the
NAACP and editor of its monthly publication, The Crisis.
The first task was to reach the potential Negro base with
the program. DuBois’ militant editorial policy immediately
won broader support for the magazine than the Association
itself enjoyed. In the first year circulation reached 12.000

INTERNATIONAL

May-June 1950
of the CIO, will see its fruition in the conquest of political
power and the establishment of a workers and farmers
government. The death knell of Jim Crow will have
sounded!

the Crossroads

BLAKE

and in the next it was mailed into every state in the Union
but one.

A vigorous anti-lynching’campaign was begun, the first
branch was set up in Chicago in 1911, and Crisis circula-
tion reached 16,000 2 month by 1912.

World War I and its aftermath provided the conditions
for a new stage in the development of the organization.
Mass migration of Negroes to the North resulted i com-
pact urbanized communities, Of. the 200,000 Negro soldiers
taken overseas, 150,000 were forced to serve in labor hat
talions.

The NAACP investigated and protested Army discrimi-
nation and mistreatment of Negro soldiers, exposed the oc-
cupation of Haiti by US. Marines in 1916, defended
Arkansas Negro cotton pickers victimized for organizing a
union in 1919 and Negro victims of other riots.

The turn to the masses resulted in a tumultuous growth
in membership. In 1916 there were 54 branches, nine locals
and four college chapters, totaling 9,500 members. In
1917 there were 11,524 members, and by 1919, 88,000 in
300 branches.

The Association was winning its first legal victories in
the U. S. Supreme Court—against the disfranchising of
Negroes in the Southern states by means of grandfather
clauses” providing impossible conditions for votmg, and
against segregation ordinahces. By 1922 the first anti-
lynching bill was passed in the House of Representatives.

Inside the NAACP developments were also taking place.
Negro “intellectuals had replaced white staff members so
that when James Weldon Johnson became executive sec-
retary in 1920 all of the officers responsible for the day-to-
day work of the organization were colored. The member-
ship was more -than 90 per cent colored and provided the
bulk of the organization’s financial support. But control
remained centralized in the self-perpetuating board of di-
rectors consisting of Negro professional people—ministers,
lawyers, social Workers—and their white patrons and
fnends—-—phllanthroplsts ministers, lawyers and social
workers. '

In the period of the twenties relative prosperity seeped
down to the Negro professional and business elements, who
were able to base themselves on the sizeable communities of
the ghettos. The more privileged began to seek to im-
prove their condition by moving out of the slums into res-
idential neighborhoods where they were met by hostility
from whites. In 1925 in Detroit the NAACP successfully
defended Dr. Ossian Sweet and his relatives and friends
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against a murder charge based on the shooting of a man in
a mob threatening the Sweets in their new home.

Growth As An Agency of Protest
But in the NAACP of the Talented Tenth the millions

- of underprivileged were finding no adequate leadership for

their protests against oppression, discrimination and second
class citizenship. So the Negro masses flocked to the Uni-
versal Improvement Association of Marcus Garvey, whc
exalted the lowly, preached complete independence as op-
posed to integration into white American society, organized
Negro co-operative -enterprises and agitated for migration
to Africa.

While the Garvey movement did not last—any more
than other mass organization to which Negroes turned from
time to time to fill the needs the NAACP ignored—it
left its mark on the consciousness of the Negro masses in
terms of greater self-confidence and more articulate ex-
pression of the independent aspects of their struggle.

With the Great Depression, the Roosevelt regime and
the Second World War, Negro mass needs could no longer
be. denied or thrust aside. The NAACP added to its func-
tion of legal defender of Negro civil rights that of their
negotiator with the federal government and with the unions.

Again mass migrations to urban centers strengthened
Negrolorganization. Again in the 40’s the war-time labor
shortage, this time without an immigrant source of supply,

strengthened the bargaining position of Negro. labor. The
NAACP did-not take the lead, but its officers and members

participated in the March-On-Washington, movement led
by A. Philip Randolph, which secured, by the mere threat of
mass action, the Executive Order establishing the war-time
Fair Employment Practices Committee,

For the thousands of Negro soldiers drafted into the
segregated armed forces and shipped all over the world to
fight and die for a Jim Crow army, the NAACP was the
only agency of protest.

And again the tumultuous growth of which the Asso-
ciation is capable was demonstrated: 85,000 members in
1940; 100000 in 1942; 250,000 in 1943; 300,000 in 1944;
400,000 in 1945; 530,000 in 1946.

Dizzy with success and unmindful of what was happen-
ing to their base, the national officers set the goal for the
annual membership drive in 1947—“Make it a Million!”

But the war was over. Cutbacks threw Negroes out of
work first. Soldiers returned and found few new jobs fn
industry waiting for them, ghettoes even more overcrowded,
and the same police brutality. They needed defense, or-
ganization, but their National Association branches limped
along like relics of the turn of the century—a paper mem-
bership. represented by ministers, lawyers, dentists and
morticians better equipped to direct funerals than the strug-
gle of the Negro masses for a better life.

They did not “Make it a Million.” By the end of 1949
membe’ship had dropped to 250,000,

What is wrong? many NAACP members are asking.
So far as it goes, the program of the NAACP is all right.
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Today national and regional conferences adopt programs
broad and good enough for a mass organization; national
and local action on employment, public housing, police
brutality, voting and registration, civil liberties, united
action “with labor, and international solidarity with co-
lonial peoples. At the NAACP conference in Los Angeles
in 1949 resolutions sharper. than those of the labor con-
ventions condemned the government’s “loyalty” purges.

But it isn’t enough to have a good program in favor of
civil rights today. Such programs are cheap; &ven the
Democratic and Republlcan platforms have thém.

What is needed now is the kind of action and direction
that can make a living reality out of the promises and pro-
grams. That is where the present NAACP falls short. It
suffers from four main defects: 1. the non-democratic
structure of its organization; 2. 1ts conservative, upper-
crust leadership; 3. their dependence on the capitalist poli.
ticians, and especially the Trumanites; 4. their scorn and
fear of the membership and mablllty to inspire and mobil-
ize the Negro masses for action.

What have the present policies of the leadership ac-
complished? The national leadership concentrates the major
part of its efforts on lobbying in Washing*un, depending
on “friends” in the two old parties, and on the President.
Both parties have promised civil rights legislatior but
killed it. The President promised also, but he has not even
used his executive authority to improve civil rights in areas
where he has the power.

Lobbying and Apologetics

The National Emergency Civil Rights Mobilization of
4,000 delegates from 60 organizations led by the NAACP
in Washington in January was run as a polite lobby, not
a mass protest. So, after they went home, the House rejected
the Powell FEPC bill for the McConnell substitute, a worse
than useless “voluntary’” measure.

NAACP response?>—Apologetics for its friends in the
House and the annotincement that the “fight for a strong
FEPC now shifts to the Senate.” The Senate has already
strengthened 'the filibuster-device used to defeat civil rights
legislation

Unless these methods are changed, the fight for -civil
rights will undergo further defeat and the NAACP itself
will go from' bad to worse. The NAACP must make a
sharp turn toward independence both in the political field
and in other branches of its work. In the postwar years
many Negro communities, impatient with support of the
usual “friends” among Democratic and Republican poli-
ticians, ran-their own candidates for office. Yet the NAACP
maintains a fictitious and harmful non-partisanship and
non-participation in these elections.

The Negro people require a vital mass organization of
struggle, not a glorified lobby. If the NAACP is to hold
its position as the leading organization in the Negro strug-
gle for equality in the United States, it will have to base



Page 80 FOURTH
itself on the Negro ‘masses because it is the Negro masses—
in large urban communities, in unions, and at the polls—
who are the major force to be reckoned with today, not
just the Talented Tenth and their liberal white friends.

Complete Overhauling Needed

Everyone, it appears, but the chicken-hearted NAACP
leadership, recognizes this fact, and acts accordingly.” The
government knows it, and attempts to placate the Negro
masses by appointing a few to official posts. Truman knew
it, and promised civil rights legislation in the 1948 cam-
paign even at the cost of Dixiecrat votes. The labor lead-
ers know it, and make room for a few Negroes in carefully
selected  posts in the union bureaucracy. The Stalinists
know it, and are trying to wipe out the memory of their
war-time abandonment of the struggle against Jim Crow.
‘Even movies, radio and television reflect a growing aware-
ness of the Negro audiénce. ‘

A complete overhauling of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, the organizational
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structure and the leadership, from top to bottom, is nec-
essary to equip it for the tasks of today. Elements in the
leadership nationally and in the branches know this. Now
is the time for them to demonstrate courage, responsibility
and historic vision by breaking with the past, saying what
must be done—and, above all, organizing themselves to do
the job.

" Now is also the time for the membership in the branches
to assert their right to control their organization, change
the autocratic board of directors and democratize’the archaic
organizational structure, select their own staff and leader-
ship, utilize capable Negro unionists experienced in mass
organizations of working people. The creative, militant,
struggling potential of the branches must be released.

Such a reconstructed and regenerated NAACP could
consolidate an independent nation-wide force for a sharp,
hard-hitting offensive for civil rights, equality and social
progress that could set back the forces of reaction, stimu-
late both the Negro masses and the labor movement, and
raise the consciousness of the entire American working
class. T

W. E. B. DuBois and His Work

By WILLIAM GORMAN

As he approaches eighty-two, no highér tribute can be
paid William Ldward Burghardt Du Bois than that it is
impossible to seriously consider the Negro in America with-
out being confronted by his name at every turn. Journalist,
1esearch scholar, sociologist, historian, noveljst,- pamph-

leteer, educator—nhis evolution intertwines so completely

with that of the Negro people since the Civil War that his
individual portrait is the collective portrait of the Negro
intelligentsia in twentieth-century America. Du Bois is not
unaware of this. His autobiography, Dusk of Dawn, is ap-
propriately subtitled “An Autobiography of a Race Con-
cept.” We propose to relate the successive stages of Du
Bois’ conceptions not only to the clash of American capital
and labor in general, but also to Du Bois’ more direct re-
lationship to' petty-bourgeois liberalism on the one hand,
and the struggles of the Negro masses on the other.

Du Bois was educa «d at Harvard and at Berlin, In
Berlin, as he himself rels s, he was influenced by the “pro-
fessorial socialism” of the German universities, a part of
that emasculation of Marxism associated with the name of
Edward Bernstein. This had a permanent effect on his
thought.

When. he returned to the United States, strikes, unem-
ployment marches and the meteoric rise of the Populist
Party were sweeping the country. The radical American
intelligentsia expressed a growing disbelief in that mythol-
ogy which declared free enterprise chosen by fate to remake
and rule America as the crowning triumph of American his-

tory. The presumed natural basis of .the plutocrat’s rule,
individualistic adaptation of Darwinism, Herbert Spencer’s
“Survival of the Fittest,” proved vulnerable to the class con-
flicts produced by the very growth of capital. After the
defeat of the Populists in the election of 1896, the scene

shifted to the hard-pressed middle classes of the cities,

Social work and an ameliorative sociology made their ap-
pearance hand in hand. With the “controlled experiment”
as method and “moral welfare of society’ as principle, this
carly twentieth century critical intelligence appropriated
the methed of the natural sciences to bolster evolutionary
reformism.

Du Bois as Sociologist

In An American Dilemma Myrdal declares it is merely
a historical accident” that Du Bois’ sociological writings of
the early .1900’s “sound so much more modern than white
writings.” The reason for this, says Myrdal, is that

The Negro writers constantly have proceeded on the
assumption, later formulated by Du Bois, that ‘...the
Negro in America and in general is an average and or-
dinary human being...” This assumption is now, but was
not a couple of decades ago, the assumption of white
writers. .. It is mainly this historical accident why, for
example, Du Bois’ study of the Philadelphia Negro com-
munity published in the ’nineties stands out even today as
a most valuable contribution, while white authors...have
been compelled to retreat from the writings of earlier dec-
ades.

e
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Myrdal misstates the whole case. Not only is Du Bois’
sociology of the Negro superior to similar works by white
authors of that period; there is no single body of American
sociology on any subject during that period which, for
seriousness, thoroughness and extensiveness, can compare
with Du Bois’ Philadelphia Negro and his annual Atlanta
studies on the Negro as farmer, artisan, business man, etc.

It was because of the objective conditions of the Negro
that Du Bois, intellectually a product of this period, seized
upon sociology with such inherent belief and urgency. If
the new theme of the social sciences—indeed their very
creation—was premised upon’ the recognition of individuals
as being constituent parts of a social entity, such compact
communities as the Negro Ghetto and Black ‘Belt were cry-
ing for study. Despite its affinity for reform, the prevailing
theory of Social Darwinism did not refute the ideology of
racism. The Negro was outside its vision. Du Bois there-
fore extended the whole range of social inquiry in America.

Another work of this period was Du Bois” Suppression
of the African Slave Trade. Written fully fifteen years be-
fore Charles Beard’s The Constitution: An Economic In-
terpretation, this is one of the pioneer applications in the
United States of economic analysis to historic phenomena.
“The development of Southern slavery has heretofore been
viewed so exclusively from the social and ethical standpoint
that we are apt to forget its closer and indissoluble connec-
tion with' the cotton market.”

The Du Bois-Washington Dispute

Frederick Douglass preceded Booker T. Washington in
pressing forward the need for industrial training for Ne-
groes. Du Bois himself applauded Washington’s famous At-
lanta speech in 1895 for segregated cquality. In the sub-
sequent decade developments within the Negro and non-
Negro world began to play havoc with this program. The
Negro migrations northward ‘speeded the growth of the
Ghetto. These highly urban concentrations of misery
marked both the beginning of the Negro’s migration into in-
dustry and the birth of a professional class far removed
from the Southern hinterland. Outside the Ghetto the radi-
calization of the middle classes and of labor was evidenced
by hundreds of thousands of socialist votes in the 1904
clections. The heretofore excluded unskilled workers were
linding expression in the new Ihdustrial Workers of the
World.

The futility of Washington’s philospohy was becoming
cvident even in the rural South. According to him, the
education of the Negro sharecropper and tenant farmer in

scientific agriculture would be the means of creating an in-

dependent Negro peasantry equal to the white rural middle
classes in America. But precisely the scientific revolution
in agriculture, the rationalized exploitation of the soil, the
growth of capital investment in farming, increases the
pauperization -of the small agricultural producer. The ex-
pansion of capitalism, therefore, strengthened the refmnants
of feudalism on the Southern countryside. Du Bois, both
as acute sociologist and sensitive observer of the Negro’s
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fate, recorded some of his impressions in Souls of Black
Folk. Moreover, he engaged in a thorough study of an
Alabama Negro farm area in 1906 at the behest of the
United States Commissioner of Labor. It was paid for,
but never published, on the grounds that it “touched on
political matters.” No wonder—for by 1910 official -sta-
tistics reported 75.3 per cent of the Southern Negro farm-
ers were tenants and sharecroppers.

Not Du Bois, but Monroe Trotter and his Boston
‘Guardian began the attack on Booker T. Washington. Du
Bois was at this time preoccupied with sociology, with

- placing the facts at the disposal of the powers that be. But

Washington's setting up of a Negro “ghost government”
at Tuskegee to control the Negroes on behalf of capital
provoked increasing opposition from the new Negro
intelligentsia, Du Bois included. The Atlanta riot in 1906
and the Tuskegee dictatorship ripped apart Du Bois’ belief
that the Negro was “a concrete group of living beings arti-
ficially set off by themselves and capable of almost labora-
tory experiments.”

The Talented Tenth and Its Program

Du Bois conceived that the intense political “activity in
the United States between 1892 and 1912 placed the Negro
clectorate in a decisive position. To parliamentary democ-
racy h® attributed a miraculous power: “...with the right
tc vote goes everything; freedom, manhood, the honor of
your wives, the chastity of your daughters, the right to
work, and the chance to rise...” Hand in hand with these
miraculous powers of the ballot went his conception of a
Talented Tenth which would uplift the illiterate ;and
poverty-stricken Negro mass to the level of an advanced
world.
 In Du Bois’ Philadelphia Negro (1895), this conception
is already established. He writes that the Negro upper
class “forms the realized idea of the group.” And Du Bois
finds his precedent: after a series of riots and repressions
culminating in 1840, the Philadelphia Negroes were in a
desperate situation. New European immigrants were press-
ing them against -the wall economically.-

1t was at this time that there arose to prominence and
power as remarkable a trade guild as ever ruled a medieval
city. It took complete leadership of the bewildered group
of Negroes and led them steadily onto a degree of af-
fluence, culture and respect such as has probably never
been surpassed in the history of the Negro in America.

This leadership, according to Du Bois, cpnsisted of
southern house servants who evolved into a caterers guild in
Philadelphia. Such a narrow craft conception of leadership
was possible in the Nineteenth Century, but was.out of step
with reality at the beginning of the industrial Twentieth.

The fetishism of education, which has always been
strong in the U. S., experienced a very particular revival
at the turn of the century. Around this time John Dewey’s
notion of applied scientific intelligence was brought for-
ward to revolutionize formal schooling. The classroom was
to be a model society, and worse, society was considered a
model classroom. According to Dewey, Veblen, Parrington,
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Beard, leadership of the offensive against monopoly cap-
italism was now to emanate from the Academy

Du Bois” Talented Tenth was ho mere imitation of
this doctrine of Progressivism but a natural exaggeration
rooted in the extreme conditions of Negro life. In order to
insure the most pairiless integration of the Negro irto in-
dustry, Booker T. Washington had emphasized manual la-
bor training: The Negro intelligentsia’s attack on Washing-

ton, and 1mp]1c1tly on Andrew Carnegie and other indus-'

trialists supporting the Tuskegee idea, was the self-defense
of ‘their very being.

The most obvxous charactenstlg of the Negro upper
class then even ‘more than now, is that it parallels the
white middle class rather than the capitatist-rulers who con-
trol production. As a result, the educational level of the
Negro professional is far hlgher than his occupational-or
income level. One result of this excruciating: dlspanty is
self—conscxousn,ess self-idealization, an ideological yearning
and reaching out. to a future of hkgher status and social
achievement. The Negxo intelligentsia in Northefn cities
was excluded from serving bourgeois society. It was iso-
lated from the Negro majority living on the Southern
countryside. - It was also isolated from the Negrges in the
urban Ghetto. Thus the notion of a Talented Tenth with
a historical mission and exalted function was”felt neces-
sary to fill this painful vacuum in Negro and Négro-Amer-
ican class relations.

Du Bois’ Souls of Black Folk, a product of this period,
is widely celebrated to this day. The isolation of the Negro
infelligentsia lent’a stylistic power and passion—yet tem-
pesed and J\yncali—to these essays.  North and South, the
past-Civil War  counter-revolution was the supreme
fact in American Negro life; tynching was an open wound—
“between 1885 and 1894 the murder of seventeen hundred
Negroes was a tragically accurate index to the degree of
Southern barbarism. Du Bois on the fate of the Southern
Negro peasantry reads like the writings of the great Russian
intellectuals isolated in a backward, peasant sub—contment
angd- jailed in the vast darkness of Czarism, prior to the rise
of the Russiah proletariat.

However deep its historical roots, the.Talented Tenth

remains a conceptlon of limiting, restraining and -subordi--

nating the Negro masses. Pleading-for hxgher education of
the Negro, Du Bois warned that only in this way could
“demagogic” leadership of the Negro masses be avoided.
No sooner did there arise a Negro proletariat, integrated
into American labor by the mechanism of capitalist pro-
duction, than the Du Bois-Washington dispute was alto-
gether transcended. The Talented Tenth did not serve to
release and guide these new energies, it fettered them; it
substituted solidarity with liberal reformism for the spe-
cifically new forces and independent activities of the Negro
masses,

From Seciology to History

In The German Ideology Marx explains that the Ger-
man bourgeoisie, having arrived late on the world scene,
failed to destroy feudal vestiges, to achieve national unifi-
cation or foreign conquest, and succeeded in triumphing
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only in the “shadow world” of ideas. With due respect for
all differences, a similar generalnzatxon might be made of
the post-Civil War Negro. Nowhere in America was the gap
between actuality and need so great. The very existence of
the Negro Ghetto and landless peasantry necessitated a vis-
ion of their negation through the destruction of that society
which nurtured serfdom and a Ghetto existence. If Du
Bois programmatically was confined more or* fess to the
limits set by white petty-bourgeois liberalism, he could far
transcend these limits in his historical works. His speech
on Reconstruction before the American Historical Associa-
tion in 1909,. Jobn Brown, and finally Black Reconstruc-
tion—each provided a greater sensation for an ever growing
audience. Myr al and others today can appropriate Du
Bois’\sociology but not his hlstory

His trans_mon from soc1ology to history was not a mere
transition in, modes of thought or personal “interest; it
formed part of the blood and anguish of Du Bois’ contem-
poraneity. - The cdonflict with Booker T. Washmgton had
deepened against Du Bois’ own will. The 1906 Atlanta riot
cast doubt upon the purposes and effects of his sociological
investigations. The insurgency of the Negro intelligentsia
required not only a,symbolic visit to John Brown’s grave,

but an ideological pilgrimage to the Negro and the nation-

cn.the eve of Civil War.

' Here were no controlled experiments conducted by a
Talented Tenth. “Most Americans. .. had. heard of Dou-
glass, they knew of fugitive slaves, but of the lwmg organ-
ited struggling group that made both these phenomena pos-
sible: they had no conception.” (My italics) But John
Brown knew better than anyone else that he embodied the
insurrectionary spirit of the slave mass and was thereby es-
sentially a Negro ‘creation. Because of that same insight
DuBois could declare with such clarity that the Second
American Revolution was inevitable. Slavery “had to die
by revolution and not by milder means. And this men knew.
and they had known it for a hundred years. Yet they
shrank and. trembled.” From round about this white and
blinding path ... flew equnvocanons, Hes, thlevmgs and red
murders.” Some pages later, Du Bois appropriately asks,
“Was John Brown an episode or an eternal truth?”

Du Bois’ version of John Brown was heavily hit by
Oswald Garrison Villard, editor of the Nation and heir-
apparent to Abolition, who was soon to head the new-born
NAACP. In Villard’s volume on Brown, Harper’s Ferry is
reduced to anepisode. Villard re-appropriated Brown for
the glory of American fhorality in general and the North-
ern conscience in: particular—and, with magnificent incon-
sistency, even to Villard’s own pacifism. Petty-bourgeois
liberalism, panic-stricken by the depression of 1907, but
safely confined to Teddy Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson,
wildly applauded Villard’s volume.

In reaching the heights of his historical conceptions on

the Civil War, Du Bois did not abandon either his directed
Darwinism or Talented Tenth. Against the clamor about
racial inter-marriage, Du Bois in the final chapter of John
Brown can only answer: “The thoughtful selection of the
schools and laboratory is the ideal of future marriage ...

we cap substitute a civilized human selection of husbands
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and wives which shall insure the survival of the fittest.” If
John Brown demonstrates, through history, the thevitabil-
ity of social revolution, then a sociology subordinated to
biological evolution demonstrates for Du Bois that “Revolu-
tion is not a test of capacity; it is always a loss and lower-
ing of ideals.” The Nation’s reviewer slammed the ‘book,
but complimented the last chapter.

Du Bois will sarry this fear of mass upheaval, this fixed
conception. of a specialized function for a specialized Tal-
ented Tenth, over into Black Reconstruction, but there it
will take a different form, more befitting the time and
theme of its writing. ’

Early Years of the NAACP

The white liberals and. quasi-socialists who sponsored
the NAACP fancied themselves of direct Abolitionist lin-
eage. This was a delusion: the Abolitionists were revolu-
tionary, their descendants were reformists. Du Bois, the

'only Negro in. the NAACP leadership, suffered as a conse--

quence.
' Although the Abolitionists had attempted to dominate
the Negrdes within their ranks this was possible in indi-
vidual cases, not with the mass. The white Abolitionists,
‘consciously of otherwise, were forced to base themselves
vpon the rebellious and fugitive slaves. Nat Turner made
Garrison‘famous in the 1830s; Frederick Douglass and the
Underground Railroad kept the movement from' disin-
tegrating in the 1840’s; the battles over the return of
fugitiye slaves together with John Brown’s attempted slave
insurrection made Abolition a burning issue during the
1850’s. ,

The Talented Tenth of Du Bois’ day, however, was in a
different position, It could be dominated—and was—be-
cause it was-isglated from the Negro masses.

Garrison avoided political activity entirely out of exag-
gerated fear of being contaminated by the slavz power.
‘Oswald Garrison Villard and others immediately plunged
the new-born NAACP into the misadventure of supporting
the pro- -Southern Democrat, Woodrow Wilson! Thus Twen-
tieth century liberalism was incorporating the Negro in its

futile protests agamst the encroachment of the monopolies.

Yet even in this unpropmous environment Du Bois
found a means of expression. The sponsors ¢f the NAACP
had limited. their plans mainly to legal action and enlisting
the big names of liberalism. Du Bois, almost comp]etely on
his own, emphasized- the need for a Negro magazine. The

"Crists proved to be a great success, reaching over a hundred

thousand circulation in less than ten years. .Monroe Trot-
‘ter’s Boston Guardian had by its militant policy prepared
the Negro public- years in advance for their protests against
Booker T. Washington’s Boston speech in 1905. J. Max
Barber’s militant Voice of the Negro, published in the
South, had reached a phenomenal 17,000 circulation when
the Atlanta riot drove the editor out of town. The Negro
‘migrations North provided a ready-made audience, while
the revolutionary implications of the Negro struggle were
an immediate stimulus to bold and effective propaganda.
At the height of The Crisis’ success, the government tried
to ban it from the mails.
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World War I, which destroyed the world of Booker T.
Washington, made precarious the world of W. E. B. Du
Bois. Du Bois recognized this wistfully. {The Races Con-
gress, held in July 1911 in London, would have marked, an
epoch in the cultugal history of the world, if it had not
been followed so quicklysby the World War.” (Dusk of
Dawn)

The Tuskegee machire expired even before Booker T.
Washington’s death in 1915. The Negro petty-bourgeoisie

‘was solidifying the alliance with its white counterpart. The
‘Negro working class was yet to be reinforced by the hun-
‘dreds of thousands soon to enter war industries. Meanwhile

the strains in "the economy were not acute. The Socialist
Party, like its sister parties in Europe, had mellowed ; mem-
bership in the IWW was declared incompatible ,w:th mem-
bership in the Socialist*Party. More than ever Debs’ radi-
calism seemed an individual phenomenon. Samuel Gdmpers
was happily wedded to capital in the National Civil Fede-
ration.

The “Amenia Conference” in 1915 whi¢h gathered to-
gether former supporters as well as opponents of Booker
T. Washingten prided itself in a resolution “that its mem-
bers had arrived at a virtual unanimity of opinion in regard
to certain principles and that a more or less definite result
may be expected/from its dellberatlons ” What definite re-
sult?” “In 1916 we found ourselves politically helpless. We
had no choice.” -Moreover, when America entered the war

. it was the pressure of a t{pical petty-bourgeois, Joel Spin-

garn, that over-rode Du is’ doubts about supporting the

‘war. Spmgarn was only one of that layer of quasi-socialist

intellectuals—Charles Edward Russell, W. E. Walling,
Mary White Ovington, -John Dewey—all founders of the
NAACP who enlisted Progressivism, Socialism, the Negro
and the proletariat behind the war-making of Woodrow
Wilson.

It remains impossible for Du Bois, even retrospectively,
to correctly evaluate what happened. In tribute to Spin-
garn: ’ v
It was mainly due to his advice and influence, that I

became during the World War nearer to feeling myself a
real and full American than ever before or since.

Yet at the same time he can say::

I am less sure now than then of the soundness of this
war attitude...I do not know. I am puzzled...In my ef-
‘fort to reconstruct in memory the flght of the NAACP
"during the World War, I have difficulty in thinking clear-
ly. (Dusk of Dawn)

The failure of Du Bois’ scientific rationality in the face’
of imperialist war was only a more extreme form of the

bankruptcy of American liberalism before the same phe-

nomenon.

Du Bois and Garveyism

Paternalistic liberalism was exploded by the Negro
masses through two fundamental social Yevelopments: the
proletarianization during wartime and the colonial revolts
throughout the world of color. The craft-corrupted AFL
locked out the Negro andall unskilled workers from or-
ganization and class expression. The response of the Negro
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masses, to industrial society was projected onto the scale of
~open colonial revolt outside America. As a consequence,
the Btitish 'and French rulers of Africa considered Garvey-
ism-as the black variant of international Bolshevism.

Out of this racial solidarity of the Negro masses was
born a hatred for that minority, mainly mulatto, who were
most distant from them and closest to reigning bourgeois so-
ciety. For its attempted integration into-—and imitativeness
of—its counterpart.in bourgeois society, the Talented Tenth
was placed under a sustained assault by the aroused Negro
masses.

An incidental irony of this whole conflict was that Du
Bois reached Africa; few Garveyites did. The Garvey
movement, attempting to reconstruct a new free Africa
through the American Negro, actually reconstructed a new,
freer American Negro through Affica as a symbol and con-
ception. Du Bois, intent on practlcalrty, proceeded to the
task- of internatignalizing a Talented Tenth. President
Coolidge appointed him, Envoy-Extraordmary to Liberia in
1924, Thrgugh his own energies Du Bois hed organized
the Pan-African Congress earlier. The third Pan-African
Congress made connections ‘with Harold Laski, Ramsay

MacDonald and Beatrice Webb. Biit Du Bois was only in--

ternationalizing the dilemmas of his own position in Amer-
ica.

His project died because the imperialists.saw in Du Bois
merely the lighter shadow of Garveyism while the Garvey-
ists saw in Du Bois merely subservience to imperialism. At
home Du Bois found “the board of Directors of the NAACP
rot particularly interested. The older liberalism among the
white people did not envisage Afrrca and the colored peo-

‘ ples of the world.”

The negative side of “Back-to-Africa” was developing
in the United States. It was the “Jazz Age” and the Negro
was in vogue. The white intellectuals came to admire the

Negro as a-primitive; this was their image of the Negro's

contribution. William Lloyd Garrison admonished the Ne-
groes nat to smoke, drink or swear; and thus make them-
selves worthy of the approval of white socrety A century
later Carl Van Vechten told the Negro to sing, dance and
play to be worth the attention of a middle-class Bohemia.
Du Bois siw a néw function_of ‘the Talented Tenth jn
the encouragement and guxdance of Negro cultural ex-
pression as a bridge 4o 'the sympathy and support of en-
Ilghtened wlute liberalism. The task was to resist the grow-
ing coriception of the Negro as a child of Nature. It was
precisely over.this problem that, Du Bois clashed ‘with
‘Langston Hughes and others ‘who considered him “old-
guard” and “upper-crust.” (Langston Hughes: The Big
Sea) |
Darkwater, Du Bois’ own work of that period, is no
longer tempered and lyrical; it.is harsh and shrill. The
“unreasonable” capitalists and imperialists on one side, and
the “unreasonable” Garveyites on the other, make for al-
ternate pages of ‘pleading and threatening which tend to
cancel each other out. In one essay, “Work and Wealth,”
Du Bois effectively delineates the role of the craft union
leadership faced with the mass influx of unskilled Negro
workers, a situation which brought on the St. Louis ‘riot of
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1919. This and one or two other essays are minor triumphs
of Du Bois as social analyst and historian during the years
which marked the emergence of the Negro mass movement.

Black Reconstruction and the New Deal

The main theme of Black Reconstruction, publisked in
1935, is not that “the Negro is an average, ap.ordinary hu-
man being.” Indeed the critics of Du Bois’ volume attacked"
him for not limiting himself to proving that alone. Du
Bois ‘had dealt with Reconstruction a number of times
previously, but this was a new stage. “The emancipation
of man is the emancipation of labor, and the emancipation
of labor is the freeing of that basic majority of workers who
are yellow, brown and black...” Du Bois wasmnow seekmg
an historical anticipation of the modern proletariat in the
Civil War Negro. His very errors and exaggerations tend to
underscore the extent.of his effoft to mcorporate the Negro
into modern proletarian history.

In the totality of style, passion," historical sweep,
prodigious research, and boldness of mterpretat10n Du
Bois here far outdistances his contemporaries, the Beards
and the Schlesingers. A great work of this kind-is always a
climax of historical accumula‘non Everythmg was poured
into its writing: the slave systent, the slave msurrectrons
the murder of Abolitionists, fugitive slave rescues, 'the last
letters of John Brown, the Civil War, the intervention of
Marx’s International Workingmen’s Association, the Year
of Jubilee, the Black- -Codes, Ku Klux Klan terronsm f>ost-
Reconstruction peonage, the monstrous crimes of wdrld im-
southern . lynching, porthern labor, chauvin-
ism, World War, the crash of 1929 the pauperrzatron of the
Negro masses and intelligentsia both, Italy’s assault on
Ethiopia, the rise of .industrial unionism, new waves of

‘Southern terror, the threat of another’ w’orld war..

In the chapter entltled “The General Strike,” Du Bois
presents the Negroes’ physical movement from the Under-
ground Railroad to the mass enhstment in the Umon Army,
r.ot ‘as the fhght ‘of a broken people but as a purposeful
weakening and paralysis of Southern:economy, as the nec-
essary prelude to its fundamental reconstruction,  This was
part of a larger conception that the Negro in the South was
not simply a long-suffering but essentlally a. revolutionary
labormg class which attempted “‘prematurely”’ to remake

‘Southern society in its own image through land seizures and

government based upon mass political participation. And
if the prospérity of European imperialism was built on the
massacre of the Paris Communards, Amerlcas rise as'a
participant and leader in world plunder was built on the
unbridled deceit and terror, which-broke Black Reconstruc- .
tién in the South.

This bold, new conception startled the bourgeois his-
torical writers, petty-bourgeois radicals and Negro intellec-
tuals.” Charactéristically the liberals of the Nation and New
Republic with the Stalinists of the New Masses,. just then
plunging up to their necks into liberal-capitalist Popular
Frontism, conducted a united assault. upon Du Bois’ his-
tory. The Stalinists laynched James Allen’s Reconstruction:
the Battle for Democracy, as a substitute. Their attack an
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Black Reconstruction in a more concealed fashion has cor
tinned up to this day.

Having gone so far to the left (even. ultra-left) in as-
saying the Radical state governments of the post-Civil War
period as a “dictatorship of the proletariat;” Du Bois as-
sérts that they were sponsored through self-interest by the
Northern dictatorship of industrial and finance capital. The
critics latched on to this obvious mcongruxty and tried to
shake the whole book apart with it. But in this incon-
gruity Du Bois is maintaining his principle of the guardian-
ship of ‘the masses by the professor1a1 chair, the test-tube
laboratory, private 6r government ph]lanthropy, or an
entrenched intellectual caste. The history of the revolution-
ary Negro elicits from him an accurate, forceful expression.
But immediately there comes to the surface at the same
time the classical fears of the highly trained intellectual : it
is precisely in revelutionary times that the masses seem
most untutored, undisciplined, capable of creating only in-
cessant “violence and dislocation of human civilization”
(Dusk of. Dawn), rather than a new social order, a new way
of living, a new stage of thought

[f Du Bois reached a’ more advanced position than
Dewey, Beard, Rarrington and the other intellectuals pro-
duced by the Progressive Era, it is because the Negro as a
whole was not and could not have been incorporated into
that era. But in his fundamental inability to comprehend
the role of thé ‘modern proletariat—Neégro and white—and
embrace all of ‘its capacities and potential, Du Bois demén-
strates that, despite the highly radical coloration of his later
Leliefs, he remains fixed in the prejudices of the protest
movement of small-farmer Populism and urban middle
class Progressivism between 1885 and 1915,

Program for the Thirties

The violence of this contradiction in Du Bois has pro-
pelled him to strange places programmatically. Character-
istically, in 1918, a year after the Russian Revolution, Du
Bois organized the “Negro Cooperative Guild.” During the
world-wide economic crisis of the nineteen thirties, Du Bois
developed a full-blown program far a planned Negro econ-
omy. Of course this was, in a way, an expression of his just-
ified suspicions that New Deal planning would affect little
change in the Negro’s economic status. But Du Bois’ solu-
tion is again adaptation to new conditions for the function-
ing and fulfillment of the Talented Tenth.
- In explaining his program, Du Bois reveals the real lack
in his theoretical equipment. Writing in The Crisis on the
'ngros relation to Marxism, -Du Bois frankly identifies
his planned Negro economy with pre-Marx1an Utopianism.
Strong on soclology and history, there is a general lack of
economics in Du.Bois” writings. Thus. when the Negro was
being proletarianized on the largest scale, Du Bois could
write:

The American Negro is prim_arily a consumer in the
sensge that his place and power in the industrial process is
low and small... I see this chance for planning i in the role
“which the Negro plays as copsumer. In the future re-
organization of indusiry the consumer as against the pre-
ducer is going to hecome the key man,

Here is revealed ‘the vast gap between Du Bois and
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Marxism which sees the consumer and consumption as func-
“ions of production.

When Du Bois broke with the NAACP in 1935, he spoke
very critically of the fate that had overtaken the Talented
Tenth, which had sought to mtegrate itself individually into
bourgeoxs society rather than lead the Negro :masses. But
without their self-identification with the perspective of mass
social revolution, no other fate was possible.- Indicative of
this was the rephcement‘by a first rate lobbyist, Walter
White, for the first-rate theoretician and propagandlst who
had left the leadership of the NAACP.~

And when Du Bois called a Conference on “Economic
Planning and the Negro” in 1940 in Atlanta, the attendant
Negro intelligentsia contained a large sprinkling of eco-
nomic pldnners, not of a separate Negro economy, but for
the New Deal, for the dominant, capitalist economy! In
the same year as this conference of planners, a hundred
thousand Negpoes pledged themselves to a March-on-Wash-
ington, which could have delivered a deadly-blow to the
pretensions of New Dealism. Never was Du Bois so isoJated
from the actual living mass movement as he was after de-
tailing the heroic efforts of the lowliest stave masses during
Black Reconstruction, to create a new society. This paradox
has run the full course of Du Bois’ life.

Present Sympathy with Stalinism

The current affiliation of Du Bois adds a great deal to
Stalinism. It adds nothing to Du Bais. For the time being
his hostility to American imperialism for its long betrayal
of the Negroes finds a congenial refuge in Stalinism. There
he can find embodied in a single movement the two ideals
which have dominated his life work in regard to the Ne-
groes: the conception of the Talented Tenth and the urge
toward international revolt. Stalinism operates on a world
scale. And it approaches and manipulates the masses like
an elite convinced of their backwardness and incapacity;
hence the necessity to dictate, plan and administer for them
from the heights of superior knowledge and wisdom.

This pitiable political decline has been accompanied by

a total loss of theoretical moorings. Revxewmg Myrdal’s
American Dilemma in 1944, Du Bois gave it unqualified
approval. A year later, Du Bois wrote that the problem of
a “harsh” or “soft” peace with Germany was the same as
the problem of reconstructing the South after the Civil
War! Writing in the Negro Digest of February 1950 in
defense of Paul Robeson, he says: “The American CIVII
War was not fought to free the slaves and if it accomplished
this partially, a wiser nation could have done more by
peace than by murder and destruction.” Du Bois thus lands
smack in the middle of that conservative American his-
toriography which has-been trying to prove for nearly a
hundred years that the Civil War was not an irrepressible’
conflict, but could have been avoided, if only there had
been less “fanaticism” on the part df both slavery and anti-
slavery! What then becomes of Du Bois’ fobn Brown and
at least seventy-five per cent of all Negro historical works?
Du Bois continues “... our New Deal was socialism pure
and simple and it must be restored...” Are there any se-
rious thinkers today, from Republicans to Stalinists, who
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believe both in the first and the second halves of this
preposterous proposition? Amidst the greatest successes of
the New Deal, Du Bois could write that the rebuilding of
America in the modern world, “whether it comes now or a
century later, will and must go back to...Reconstruction
in the United States. .. for slaves black, brown, yellow and
white under a-dictatorship of the proletariat.” Four years
later Du Bois, facing the united hostility of the pseudo-
radical intellectuals on this question, insisted on repeating
his exaggerated formulations that the flight of the slaves,
the “general strike” was followed by a “dictatorship of
black labor” during Reconstruction. (Black Folk, Then
and Now, 1939). Today, in the face of atomic war, im-
perialist counter-revolution, and universal chaos and crisis,
Du Bois has nothing to counterpose but New Deal.“Social-

122

ism pure and simple!

Contribution to Revolutionary Perspective

The present generation of Negro intellectuals has one
immense advantage over Du Bois. The last generation of
social experience has been more permeated with the dynam-
ics of the class struggle out of which the future will be
created than all of Du Bois’ eighty-two years. Yet his
earlier sociological writings, his Black Reconstruction, and
even Souls of Black Folk are imperishable. Such successes
aye dependent upon self-identification with the movement
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and sentiments of the broad masses, and recognition, even
though limited, of the insurgence of those generally consid-
ered the most powerless and retarded—the Negro millions
in America.

Du Bois wrote early in the century “...the Negro is a
scrt of seventh son, barn with a veil and gifted with second
sight in this American world.” Convulsive decadeés in hu-
man history have filled this intuitive observation with
pressing reality. Speaking to the Association of Negro His-
tory in 1939, W. T. Fontaine pointed out that the Negro
intelligentsia is

not at all a socially unattached intelligentsia. (His

_emphasis) Consequently, “Black Reconstruction” by Du
Bois is in its very inception an indictment of the demo-
cratic-liberal way of life...The mind of the Negro scholar
today ... presents a configuration generally antithetical to
democratic-liberal concepts, thought patterns and tech-
niques. .. The subtle cast§ of an old ‘world view shall be
broken, and time transformed by might of mind and hand,
shall yet yield the black man’s conpri-bution.

Whenever he was inspired by the Negro masses, Du
Bois has made notable contributions to the breaking of the
traditional moulds of American thought. His work is re-
stricted to the Negro question only in origin and theme;
its full implications belong to the search for a new way of

‘life for the whole American people by the best representa”

tives of American thought in our time.

Two Lessons of Reconstruction

By WILLIAM F. WARDE

As the Negro millions have risen up and their struggles
stir America froln top to bottom, students of past history
and participants in current history have turned their
thoughts to that epoch when the Negro question also held
the center of the stage and the Negro masses first came, for-
ward as an independent political power. The forces pre-
paring for new revolutionary collisions are, each in their
own way, drawn toward a re-examination and reappraisal
of the course of the Civil War, ie., the Second American
Revolution.

FFrom the feundation of the United States the Northern
capitalists and Southern planters had contended for total
sovereignty over the nation. By crushing the pro-slavery
rebellion the capitalists at last gained their prime objective,
confirming by armed force the supremacy won through
Lincoln’s election. Naturally bourgeois historians incline
to center their attention upon that part of the revolution-
ary process by which their own class conquered supreme
power and to regard the revolution as virtually completed
at that point.

They recoil {rom the aftermath of the Civil War for
still other reasons. Reconstruction not only disclosed: the
capacities of the colored people for bold and creative deeds
Lut exposes above all the real nature of the capitalist class.
The bourgeois ‘writers fear to dwell upon Reconstruction as

a criminal dreads to return to the scenc of his crime. For it

was then and there that the capitalist rulers killed the hopes
of the Negro freedmen for full emancipation and conspired
to deliver them back into bondage.

On the other side, by a sure instinct Negro and radical
writers have become increasingly absorbed in the study
of Reconstruction” Their reappraisal of the period was in-
itiated in 1935 by the Negro scholar, W.E.B. Du Bois, in
Black Reconstruction, which remains one of the fore-
most contributions to American history in our generation.

As Du Bois emphasizes, after the military defeat of the
Confederacy had disposed of the contest between the revolu-
tionary and counter-revolutionary forces on a national scale,
the battle for supremacy between the people and the plant-
ers, the forces of revolution and counter-revolution, had still
to be fought out and decided within the Southern States.

Following Lee’s surrender to Grant early in 1865, it was
easily pomblc to proceed to a thoroughgoing renovation of
the South along democratic lines. The former slave-holding
potentates had been militarily beaten, economically and
politically dispossessed, and were so disgraced and (e-
moralized they could offer ne serious political or physical
resistance.

At that juncture there were only two real powers in
the South. First and forerhost was the Federal government
headed by the Republican Party and controlled by the in-

E
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dustrial capitalists. They were the victors, the conquerors,
the directors of the occupying forces. They had not only
the military power but, what was more important, the con-
fidence and allegiance of the progressive forces throughout
the country.

The other power was the might of the aroused masses
headed by the four million Negro freedmen with their allies
among ‘the small farmers and poor, whites. If these two
powers had marched alang together down freedom’s road,
they would have constituted an invincible combination. °

Three Main Stages: 1865-1876
But something quite different resulteq. What started

out, at the close of the Civil Wir, as an alliance between '

the Northern men of means and the black and white
plebelans of the South agamst the landed aristocracy ter-
minated in 1875 with a union between the capitalist mag-
nates and. the planters against the Southern masses and
their Negro vanguard.

The eleven years of Reconstruction fall into thtee mam.
stages. (1) The years 1865-1866 when the revolution in the.

South was arrested by the conservative Northern bour-
geoisie, marked time, and missed its ‘most favorable op-
portunities. (2) The years of revolutionary resurgence
from 1867 to the early 70’s when the Radical Republicans
gained full command of the situatjon at Washington and
joined with the Negro masses and their white allies to in-
stftute through armed force the first and only democratic
.reglme in the South. (3) The years of revolutionary reces-

sion ending with 1876 when Northern capitalism definitively
-struction of the seceded states to the minimum without

broke with the Southern masses, threw its decisive weight
agdinst their struggles, and finally concluded a pact with
the planters which sealed thé fate of the revolution and
reestablished the “white supremacists” in the South.

The- various elements in the anti-slavery coalition were
animated by different, and at times, conflicting interests
and purposes. The main driving force of the revolutionary
movement emanated from the four million freedmen in the

South. They wanted relief from age-old oppression and in-

sufferable exploitation. They desired land, jobs, a decent
living; civil rights and political power represented by the
vote; legal and racial equality; educatlonal and cultural
opportunmes These demands were eloquently voiced dur-
ing the canvass for the Constitutional Convention of . 1867
by a Negro voter at Selma, Alabama who held up a red
(Radical) ticket and shouted: “Forty acres of hand! A
mule! freedom! votes! equal of white man!”

These measures necessitated turning the entire structure
of the old South upside down. The confiscation of the land
owned by the big proprietors, its partition and distribution
among the landless laborers meant an agrarian revolution.
The ballot and freedom of organization meant the trans-
ference of political power into Negro hands, especially i
states where they were the majority.. Ex-slaves on an equal
footing with their former owners and taskmasters meant
undermining the pyramid ‘of class rule and prwxlege

The Northern rulers had different aims, now that they

had been lifted to the top by the anti-slavery movement.
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The triumphant capitalists wanted to perpetuate their grip
upon the national government, increase their control over
industry and agriculture, and grab the natural resources.
In order to promote this program their political. repre-
sentatives had to maneuver with the ofher forces in the
country. On the right, they had to prevent the revival of
the political influence of the Southern planters and their
Northern accomplice, the Democratic Party. On the left,
they had to curb the demands of the lower classes, North-
oi South. The Republican bourgeoisie 'was willing to use
any of these other classes as tools in the furtherance ‘of its
own aims, but was determined to keep them all in a subordi-
nate position.

Most of the Republican leaders had been slow and re-
luctant to emancipate the slaves; during the Civil War

they had tried to keep Negroes in the background and even

out of the Union Army.' Now that the menace of the Con-
federacy had been eliminated, the Republican bourgeoisie
sought to hold the Negroes in leash, lest they overstep the
bounds of bourgeois proprieties. '

Thus, in the early part of Reconstruction, the most mod-
erate elements through President Johnson and Secretary of
State Seward moved to effect a speedy reconciliation with
the defeated ‘planters and bring them back into the state

‘and national administrations. They sponsored Constitu-

tional Conventions in the SoutHern States in 1864-1865
toward this end.

Radical and Conservative Republicans
The conservative Republicans sought to hold recon-

granting even voting rights to the freedmen. Johnson con-
doned the new Black Codes passed to police and suppress
the Negroes, did little to help improve their conditions,
and went so far as to veto the Freedmen’s Bureau and Civil
Rights Bills.

‘The subservience of the President to the counter-revolu-
tion endangered all the fruits of vicfory. He was abusing
the executive powers swollen by the war to reverse the
course of the democratic revolution. Charles Sumner aptly
wrote that the Negroes “should have had a Moses as a
President; but they found a Pharaoh.”

President Johnson’s reactionary course encountered
massive resistance from the people, both North and South,
as well as in his own party. The opponents of Johnson’s
conciliatory course did not all have the same attitude to-
ward the Negro struggle and the democratization of the
South. The majority of Radical Republican leaders were
primarily concerned with preventing the Democratic Party
from regaining power in' Washington.

"Howard N. Beale explains ' their social motives.
“Stevens at least was genuinely a radical. He wanted to
confiscate planter property and divide it among’ Negroes.
The Republican Party never seriously. considered this,. be-
cause, while it would have served certain party purposes,
the majority of Repubhcan leaders and party members had
not the least interest in social revolution, even in a distant
section. They were men of property who would not en-
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danger the sanctity of property rights for Negroes or poor
Southern white men any more than they would divide
ownership of their own factories or farms with Northern
workingmen. There were sighs of Northern relief when
death removed Stevens' troublesome radicalism. The Ne-
gro wanted forty acres and a mule, but his Republican back-
ers-had -no serious thought of turning political into social
and economic revolution.” (“On Rewriting Reconstruction
History,” American Historical Review, July 1940.)

The more militant Radical leaders like Stevens and

Sumner were the last of the great line-of resolute repre-
sentatives of the revolutionary bourgeoisie, like Cromwell,
Robespierre, and Sam Adams. Stevens was a true friend
of the Negro all his life, but he also recognized that the
interests of capitalist industry could best be promoted by
exterminating the slave power root and branch.

Fortunately, the Radicals had control of Congress.
Directed by Stevens, Sumner and their colleagues, prodded
by the Abolitionists led by Wendell Phillips and Frederick
Douglass, and. urged onward by the Negro masses, the
Radicals set up a Congressional Committee of Fifteen. This
Republican Directoraté pushed through a series of meas-
ures fo prolong military rule in the South; exclude the
secessionist states until they had been remodeled to their
satisfaction; establish regimes which gave the Negroes free-
dom, the vote, legal and «ivil rights, and aid through the
Freedmen’s Bureau and similar agencies.

At the same time, the efforts of Sumner to get schools
and homes, and of Stevens to get land for the Negroes were
turned down.

The conflict between President Johnson and the Rad-
icals continued through 1867, during which the Radicals
failed to impeach Johnson by a single vote in the Senate.

Direct Action by the Masses

While this struggle was going on ‘in the governing cir-
cles at Washington, the masses in the South were on the
move. Direct action by the insurgent people is the most
salient feature of a revolution. The Negroes whose van-
guard had fled the plantations to find freedom, who had
fought in the Union Armies and were uplifted by the vision
of a new world, started to reconstruct the South they longed
for.

As early as 1864, free Negroes in the North had held
Equal Rights Conventions which were sharply critical of
Republican policy and energetically set forth the demands
of the Negroes. Southerh Negroes began to organize polit-
ically as soon as they could. Beginning with the summer
and fall of 1865, Colored People’s Conventions in most
Southern states outlined a new Bill of Rights which in-
cluded repeal of the Black Codes, the right to serve on
juries, to vote, to own land, to bear arms, to free pubhc
education, etc.

The Negroes did not always wait for sanction or ap-
proval of any constituted authorities or laws to secure these
rights, especially in regard to the land and the right to
bear arms. In a number of areas they seized possession of
the plantations, divided the land amongst themeslves, and
set up their own local forms of administration. On the Sea
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Islands off Georgia and South Carolina, for example,
40,000 freedmen each took 40 acres of land and worked it

on their own account. When the former owners came later

to claim their plantations, these new proprietors armed
themselves and resisted. Similar expropriations and clashes
took place elsewhere, not only between planters and Ne-
groes, but between land-hungry freedmen and Federal
troops. Land seizures would have taken place on a far
larger scale if the freedmen did not have faith in Repub-
lican promises and expected that land would be handed to
them as it was to the homesteaders in the West.

At the same time Negro troops held on to their rifles
and Negro civilians began to arm themselves. Citizens
committees were' formed or sprang up spontaneously to
guard Negroes from actual or threatened assaults which
were not. always energetically repulsed by Federal com-
manders.

The initiative shown by the emancipated Negroes, their
rapid overcoming of handicaps and achievements under
the Reconstruction governments have been cited by sym-
pathetic observers as evidence that, given equal opportuni-
ties, black citizens can prove themselves equal with the
whites. It is good of thém to recognize this—but there is
more to the matter than that. Even Du Bois insists that
the freedmen were just ordinary folks, no better and no
worse than their white counterparts. This may serve to re-
fute the doctrine of racial inferiority, but it is inadequate
for a correct appraisal of the Negro’s role during Recom-
struction, Conditions make people as much as people make
conditions—and revolutionary. upheavals place ordinary
human beings in exceptional situations which make -unu-
sual demands upon their capacities, call forth greater ef-
forts, and result in remarkable deeds. That was the case
with the Southern Negroes. They became the vanguard of
the revolutionary forges, not at all because they had been

-prepared by experience and education to assume that role,

but because their social situation and the tasks of the times
thrust them, willy-nilly, to the forefront of the mass move-
ment.

The most significant aspect of Negro participation in
these events is the fact that, because of their social status
as the most exploited and oppressed section of the laboring
population, the Negroes and their leaders were compelled to

-spring farthest forward in seeking satisfaction for their

needs and thereby occupied the most advanced political
posititions and advocated the most progressive proposals.

This highly radical quality was unmistakably clear on
the crucial land question, the touchstone of the agrarian
revolution. While the Republican bourgeoisie dickered and
evaded. decisioh, rejecting Stevens’ proposals, the most
avdacious Negroes proceeded to settle the issue by taking
land and cultivating it. While the Republicans debated
how much—or how little—liberty they could safely extend
to Negro citizens, the Negroes voiced demands, not only for
themselves but for the whale people, for free public educa-
tion, correction of criminal codes and many other reforms
which far outstripped the ideas and intentions of the North-
ern overlords. Throughout the South Negroes took the lead
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in establishing and extending the power of the masses and
instituting_democratic forms of administration.

As the Negroes became more independent and formida-
ble, determined to carry democratization to its limits, they
not only terrified the planters but alienated their Northern
patrons. Just as the Northern capitalists held down the in-
dustrial workers and small producers in the North and
West, so they strove to keep in their place the black agri-
cultural toilers of the south. However, so long as they had
not settled accounts with the “lords of the lash,” they could
not completely ignore the demands raised by the black
millions. These masses were a vital force which kept exert-
ing tremendous pressure upon Washington and pushing it
forward.

The Conventions of 1867-68, composed of Negro and
white delegates, and the state governments issuing from
them instituted a new type of government in. the South.
Describing their remarkable activities in Black Recon-
struction, Du Bois incorrectly defines these’ Radically
Recohstructed governments as ‘““dictatorships of labor,”
analogous to the Soviet dictatorship of the proletariat.

The Radical governments' were dictatorial inasmuch as
they were subject to Federal military commanders, rested
on the bayonets of the Northern troops, and held down the
disfranchised ex-slave holders by direct force. But they
were also highly democratic and progressive because they
aimed to replace the despotism of the planters with an ex-
tension of the power of the people. The main edge of the
dictatorship was directed against the ex-slaveholding aris-
.tocracy, not against the Negroes; it granted greater rights
and freedom to the masses, instead of restricting them; and
used force against the privileged, and not for them.

Character of the Governments ‘
However, the central and dominating role in these gov-
ernments belonged to the bourgeois elements. - The plebeian
participants were not industrial proletarians but landless
agricultural workers who aspired to become small ownérs

and producers. Thus these governments can be more prop-
erly characterized as dictatorships of the bourgeoisie, demo--

cratically supported by the Negro and white masses, actual
potential small farmers.

The Southern revolution was not proletarian’in its char-
acter or socialist in its aims, as' Du Bois believed, but ple-
beian, petty-bourgeois in its social basis and bourgeois in
its tasks. It did not pass beyond the foundations of private
ownership, production for the market and capitalist rela-
tions. But within the broad framework of these bourgeois
relations, the revolution could take on different forms and
proceed in different directions, according to the forces and
policies that predominated.

While the bourgeoisie debated whether to effect im-
mediate reunion with the landed aristocrats or to hold back
the ex-slaveholders and support the freedmen until their
own supremacy was nailed down, the bourgeois-democratic
coalition contended over two methods of reconstructing the
South. The first was the bourgeois-bureaucratic policy of
those Radicals who used the masses as a counter-balance
and weapon against the old rulers; the other was the ple-

INTERNATIONAL

Page 89

Leian democratic policy of the Abolitionists and Negroes
who wanted to push democratization to,the very end through
united struggle against all the possessors of privilege. This
struggle to determine whether the Southern revolution would
be consummated according to the needs of the masses or
be manipulated; restrained and abated by the big bour-
geoisie came to the fore during this pgriod of Reconstruc-
tion.

What They Accomplished

The Radical Reconstruction governments had tremen-
dous achievements to their credit which preved what could
be done even with the beginnings of unity between the Ne-
gro and whites. They registered progress in the field of
education and in the tax system, cut down illiteracy, abol-
iched imprisonment for debt, did away with property qual-
itications for voting or holding office, and instituted other
progressive reforms in city, county and state governments.
As Du- Bois notes: “There was not a single reform move-
ment, a single step toward protest, a single experiment for
betterment in which Negroes were not found in varying
numbers,” (p. 411.)

“The story of the last six years of the period of Recon-
struction is one of counter-revelution—a counter-revolution
effected under the forms of law where that was possible:
effected by secrecy and by guile, where that would serve;
effected openly regardless of the forms of law, with violence
or the threat of violence, where that had to be.” So a recent
writer, Ralph Selph Henry, candidly summarizes the last
chapter of Reconstruction. And he defends this historical
crime in the name of the lesser evil. “But the counter-revo-
lution was effected, at a cost to the South and its future in-
calculably great, justified only by the still greater cost of

‘not effecting it.” (T he Story of Reconstruction, p. 401.)

The growing conservatism of the Republitan leaders
changed the relation of forces in the South. The white
supremacists became considerably bolder, more outspoken,
unrestrained, and powerful. They revived the Ku Klux
Klan in the form of “White Leagues” and applied naked
terror to rob the Negroes of their rights and gains and cow

‘them into submission. For example, in the Mississippi elec-

tions of 1875, “nearly all the Democratic Clubs in the state
were converted into armed military companies,” wrote
John R. Lynch, the colored representative in Congress.

'The Negroes put up a stubborn and heroic resistance,
But the revolutionary coalition grew weaker and within its
ranks disintegration, demoralization and disillusionment set
in. There was a series of splits within the Republican
Party. :

This process was crowned in 1876 by the deal between
the managers of the Republican Party and the Democrats
through which Hayes was permitted to assume the Pres-
idency in return for acquiescence in the restoration of white
supremacy to the South.

Two important lessons flow from this sketch of Recon-
struction. One pertains to the relations between democracy
and dictatorship; the other concerns the role of the capital-
ist rulers of the United States.

(1.) It is customary to counterpose the bare abstrac-
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tions of democracy to dictatorship as though these two
forms of rule were everywhere and under all conditions
irreconcilable opposites. Reconstruction demonstrates that
reality is more complex. The slaveholders’ despotism
smashed by the Civil War was utterly reactionary; so was
the Bourbon-bourgeois autocracy which has dom’mated the
South since the restoration of white supremacy, although
both these dictatorships tried to disguise themselves be-
hind democratic forms,

On the other hand, the bourgeois-military dictatorship
backed by the masses which dominated the Solth at the
flood-tide of the revolution was the shield-and support of
democracy, the indispensable form of the people’s rule. It
is an indisputable historical fact that the only time Ne-
groes have ever enjoyed democracy in the South and ef-
fectively participated in its polit’.al and social life was
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under the bayonets of the Federal armies and under the
protection of their own organized ‘defense forces.

(2.) Nowadays the Trumanites advise the Negrocs to
look toward the liberal = capitalists and their polit-
ical agents in Washington for equality. Mugh disillusion-
ment in regard to the current civil rights struggle might
have been avoided if the following lesson of -Reconstruc-
tion had been known and assimilated. If the Northern cap-
italists feared and failed to give real equahty and endurlng
freedom to the Negroes during their progressive days in
the mid-19th century, how then can.the present 1mperlallst
autacrats at Washington be expected to grant them in the
middle of the- 20th century when Big Business not only
tyrannizes over the South but has become the foremost foe
of the libertiés of the entire people at home and on a world
scale?

Negro Liberation Through

Revolutionary Socialism

The Socialist Workers Party Position on the Negro Struggle*

Next to the emancipation of the work-
ing class from capitalism, the liberation
of the Negro people from their degrada-
tion is the paramount problem of Amer-
dcan society. These two social problems
are integrally united. The only road to
freedom for the workérs, and to equal-
ity for the Negroes, is through their
common struggle for the abolition of
capitalism,

The Negro people in all aspects of
their social and cultural life are'a part
of the American people. At the same
time it must be recognized that the
Negro struggle is hot identical with the
proletarian movement toward socialism.
It exists as a distinct movement of an
oppressed ‘minority within the country,
possessing its own historical origins,
special characteristics, forms of develop-
ment and methods of action. The eco-
nomie, political, social and cultural de-
gradation of the Negro people below the
levels of even the most exploited layers
of the working class places them in-an
-exceptional position and impels them to
play an exceptional role within the so-
cial structure of American capitalism.

*The . general line of this resolution
was approved by ‘the So?lahst Workers
Party natiohal convention in' 1948., It
was then submitted for further discls-,
sion and amendment and adopted in ‘its
present- form in February, 1950,

- The Negro question in the United States

represents a unique combination of ,the
struggle for democracy hy an oppressed
minority with the working class struggle

for socialism. The revolutionary party -

must take this dual nature of the Negro
movement as the starting poipt for its
theoretical and practical conclusions on
this problem.

Role of Negro Movement
Marxism teaches us that under- im-
perialism, the proletariat is destined to

‘be ‘the leader of all oppressed classes

and groups. Petty-bomgems revisionists
of Marxism pervert this conception into
the thesis that the Negro movement is in
essence helpless and useless unless di-
rectly led by the organized labor move-
ment or the Marxist party. This con-
ception is merely a transference into
the labor movement of the bourgeois
doctrine that the Negroes are so back-
ward that they are incapable of 1nd\e-
pendent action and must therefore at all
times be led, if not by the bourgeoisie,
then by the proletariat. However rad-
ically phrased, this .doctrine represents
a capitulation to Jim Crow prejudices,
leads to an underestimation of the rev-
olutionary tendencies of the Negro move-
ment, and must be relentlessly opposed
by the Makxist party.

At critical periods in this country’s
history, the Negroes have allied them-

‘selves with the revolutionary forces. The

latter, as they approached decisive ac-
tion, repeatedly found it necessary to
reverse their previous opposition to the
participation of 'Negroes.

"To illustrate: The Army of Independ-
ence at the beginning rejected Negroes,
but was compélled to change its stand.
The Repubhcan Party, which began by
a readiness to confine slavery to the
Southern states and was hostile to the
Abolitionists, came to-an alliance with
the Negroes against the counter-rev-
olutionary South, After a generation of
slave revolts, often directly stimulated
by the international struggle against
slavery (Britain, France, Haiti), the
Negroes organized ' the Underground
Railroad which ‘rescued tens of thou-
sands of slaves from the South and es-
tablished commun;’cafions between the
insurgent eléments in the South and
North. In addition, as propagandists
and organizers, Negroes were the basis
of the Abolition movement. The strug-

gles centering around the Abolition agi-

tation and especially the Fugitive Slave
Law when ‘the South attempted to re-
strict the democratic and civil liberties
of the North, yere the immediate causes
which precipitated the Civil War., Once
the revolutionary North directly spon-
sored - the cause of the slaves, the, Ne-

groes threw fill support behind the Re-
publican Party.
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During the Populist agitation of the
80’s and 90’s, the Negro farmers and
agricultural workers organized the
Southern Tenant Farmers Association,
with a membership of a million and a
quarter. When the Populist movement
assumed national importance, the Ne-
groes appended their organization to the
Populist Party. At the height of the
Populist struggle, Southern white Pop-
ulists were constantly engaged in de-
fending Populist Negroes against lynch-
ing and vigilante attacks by their po-
litical enemlies.

The commercial bourgeoisie of the 18th
century and the industrial bourgeoisie of
the 19th centuxy, after they had risen
to power, betrayed the Negroes. The
Negroes also found themselves deserted
by the farmers of the Populist move-
ment who, after they suffered defeat
hecause -of their inherent inability to
carry through an independent struggle,
made their peace with the capitalists.

Gravitation to Revolution

The gravitation of the Negroes toward
the camp of revolution has assumed
varied forms in recent times. The lead-
ers of the Garvey movement after World
War I referred to themselves as the
Negro part of the world-wide reyolu-
tionary movement led by Lenin and
Trotsky. After the depression of 1929-
1933 the Negroes broke with the Repub-
licans and became ardent foIlowegs of
the New Deal, but with loss of illusions
about the New Deal they have repeated-
ly given demonstrations thatr they are
ready to follow the lead of the CIO. The
slavish political subordination of the CIO

to the Roosevelt and Truman administra-

tions has resulted in the formation of
militant organizations like the March-
on-Washington Movement,' and the tend-
ency to revolutionary protests.

By their entire history the Negro peo-
ple have been prepared for participating
side by side with the proletariat in the
struggle to reconstruct society on rev-
olutionary socialist foundations. On thé
other hand, the proletariat, which by the
very nature of its position in capitalist
society must abolish all classes and all
forms of oppression, is alone able to
guarantee the Negro people against a
repetition of past betrayals.

Of the 14-15 million Negroes in the
United States, the great majority, close
to 10 million, live in the South. They are
the crux of the Negro problem in the
United States.

A large number live in the agricul-
tural areas as tenant-farmers, share-
croppers, agricultural laborers. The most
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backward elements in the country’s
rural economy are in the South and the
millions of Negroes there constitute the
most poverty-stricken workers in agri-
culture. The remains of the cotton slave
plantation system, adapted to the needs
of modern capitalism, keep mMlions of
Negroes (and whites) in a state of bond;
age through shhrecropping. Thus .ob-
solete forms and methods of land culti-
vation are maintained. This* system
hampers the technical progress’ and de-
velopment of the masses of Negroes,
their initiative and education, which are
essential for the fully productive utiliza-
tion of the land.

This system is maintained and perpe-
tuated by huge levies upon the national
income which find their way chiefly into
the pockets of the landlords, merchants
and others who profit by the system.

The vestiges of the old plantation
servitude and the predominance of share-
cropping and tenant-farming on the low-
est level have given rise to a correspond-
ing social and political structure—the
domination by landlords through terror
and political aisfranchisement of the
masses, together with the maintenance
and perpetuation of a political oligarchy
—the Southern Bourbons. This oligarchy
constitutes a nest of political reaction,
inside and out of Congress. It is always
in the forefront of the enemies of civil
liberties. The political representatives of
the Southern system have acquired enor-
mous power in initiating, supplementing
and sharpening the attacks of capital
upon wages, working conditions and
democratic rights.

Thus the Negro problem is not to be
considered simply as the problem of the
South, or worse still, restricted to the
fight for Negro rights and equality. On-
ly the 'destruction of the Southern sys-
tem can free the Negroes but the de-
struction of the Southern system is an
indispensable precondition for the eco-
nomic and political advancement of the
whole country. This cannot be accom-
plished by capitalism,

While insisting that the Negro prob-
lem is exclusively a Southern problem,
the masters of the South have consistent-
ly acted in the knowledge that it iswa
problem of the whole country. Before
the Civil War and afterwards, to main-
tain their privileged position, they have
systematically propagated and injected
racial discrimination, segregation, super-
exploitation and prejudice into this coun-
try’s life. In this they have been aided
and abetted by Northern industrial cap-
italists. In 1876, after establishing its
political domination over the defeated
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slave-owners, Northern capital cemented
a new alliance with Southern» propertied
interests for the: maintenance of white
supremacy. Since then Northern capital
has steadily extended its financial con-
trol until today the South is entirely in
its grip. Thus Yoday it is the interests
of capitalism which demand the main-
tenance and perpetuation of the South-
ern system.

The Southern brutality, its terror, its
social discrimination, its robbery in ap-
propriations for education, its lynchings
reported and unreported, and its legal-
jzed oppression, persecution and humilia-
tion of the:Negro people, are not in any
sense the product of any inherent racial
antagonisms. Racial- antagonism is the
barbarous rationalizaticn of an outmoded
system of production, taken over and so
intensified and developed by American
capitalism that today it forms one of the
most cruel ‘and shameful features of its
civilization.

White supremacy, racial discrimina-.
tion and Jim Crow have now become
part of American capitalist tradition and
‘have poisoned the minds of many mil-
lions. But that does not in any way
alter the real origins of Negro persecu-
tion nor the fundamental reasons why it

is maintained. The root of the division

lies not in psychology but in such ma-
terial facts as the preference given to
even the poorest whites in the competi-
tion for better-paid jobs in agriculture,
industry, government employment, social
services, education, hospitalization, re-
lief, ete.

Capitalism and the Negro

When capitalism needed the Negroes
in the struggle against the slaveholders
during the Civil War and the Recon-
struction period the capitalist class did
not hesitate to carry out by armed force
large-scale actions to crush and disci-
pline the Southern plantocracy “and dom-
pel it to recognize Negro rights. This
was when the Negroes still bore on their
bodies and minds the marks of slavery.
While it would be a serious error to
ignore the reality of racial hatreds which
have been injected into the historical de-
velopment of the American people, not
the slightest concession must be made to
any ideas which do not place upon cap-
italism the complete responsibility, delib-
erate amtl conscious, fox the existing sit-
uation of Negroes, the spread of racial
prejudices in all areas of the United
States today, and the example and en-
couragement given by American “democ-
racy” to race-haters and race-baiters all
over the world.
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But if, after conquering the slave-
holders, capltahsm ‘has taken over and
intensified the exploithtion and suffer-
ings of the Negro people, it has, in its
later development, also created the prem-
ises of their emancipation. Capitalist
production has penetrated, at first slow-
ly but recently with greater speed, into
the formerly solid agrlcultural South.
The Negro dgrlcultural population is
now exceeded by, the Negro urban popu-
lation in the South. This industrial
transformation has tended'to draw whites
and Negroes together, creating an ele-
ment of growing unification against the
social divisions of*the South,

Heroic attempts have been made by
the sharecroppers, white- and black, to
create union organizations. World War
II saw many war industfies established
in the* South and unification of - white
and Negro workers both in industry and
ir unions. Capitalism, to avoid higher
labor costs and unionization in the North,
took the textile industry to the South,
maintained Southern racial discrimina-
tion, and relegated Negroes to the low-
est-paid and most menial tasks. But they
are admitted to the textile industrial
union. If not in job classification then
at least in unionization, the Jim Crow
pattern in the South is being steadily
undermined. Within recent years the
CIO and AFL have instituted campaigns
for unionizing the workers. Precisely
because. of the economic and cultural
backwardness of the South, the organ-
ized proletariat will carry a weight there
far exceeding its mere numerical
. strength.

To contend that’bourgeois democracy

is capable of regenerating and reform--

ing the South for the benefit of the
Negro is to whltewash and embellish
the present promoters and benef1c1ar,es
of Negro persecution, Only the prole-
tarian revolution can-ireec the Negroes,
cleafise the social sewer of the South,
and reorganize its economy.

It is in the North and West that the
needs of capitalist production have given
the Negraes a role of singular impor-
tance in the economy. Conditions in the
South drove an incregsing stream of
Negroes to seek relief by flight to the

less brutally discriminating areas. In:

World War I and especially World War
II capitalist production -itself ' brought
"millions of Negrqes out of 'the South and
incorporated them into the basic indus-
tries: coal, steel, auto, etc,

Within the las’g generation the work-
ers in these industries have transformed
themselves, chiefly through the organ-
ization and example of the CIO, into the
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potentially most powertul social force
in the country. Precisely because .the
Negroes, owing to racial discrimination,
could find a’place primarily in these
industries. as , unskilled, = unprotected!
workers, they find themselves, with the
rise of #he CIO, an integral part of the
most advanced sections of the prole-
tariat. This transition from the rural
misery pf the South into the mass in-
dustual unions of the CIQ SImultaneous-
ly marks the transformation of the Ne-
groes from the most degraded rural
section .of the population into part of
the .spearhead for th& abolition of ‘cap-
italism and' the construction of the so-
cialist society.

Despite the trickery of the capitalists,
despite the Jim-Crow prejudices of many

-white workers and their opposmon to

upgrading in industry, Negroes 'and
whites in industry are being constantly
disciplined, united and organized by fhe
very mechanism of capitalist production,
which tends, slowly but steadily, to grind
down the traditional sécial obstacles and
racial prejudices. It i$ this unity which
in a revolutionary crisis will be decisive.
The traditions of the struggle for the
organization of the CIO will help unite
Negroes and whites in those branches
of industry where they are still disunited.

Over one and a half million Negroes
are already part of the organized labor
movement. It has within its ranks the
most advanced, the most disciplined,
trained and tempered elements of the
Negro people. Nothing but the total de-
struction of organized labor can serious-
ly check the steady development of thig
mowement

Negro National Consciousness

Capitalism confines most workers,to
slum-dwellings and miserable neighbor-
hoods, This is itself a form of segrega-
tion, despite attempts to obscure this by
fictitious democratic, propaganda. This
segregation of the proletariat as a whole
assumes an exceptionally aggravated
form in the case of the Negroes.

The system of plantation slavery 'dic-
tated rigid social segregation of the
slave. Driven by the needs of the South-
ern system and .its own neéds, capitalism,
while integrating the Negroes into
Northern industry, maintained and ex~
tended Jim Crow segregation. Every-
where 'the Negroes have been herded
into ghettos As a result, there have de-

"veloped large Negro urbanv commumtles

not only in the Southrbut iri mest of the
great industrial -cities. The Neg“roes es

pecially in the North, East and West to--
day form compact communities, over
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whelmingly proletarian or semi-prole-
tarian, with a large minority of organ-
ized proletarlans 'while the majority
form an immense masg of domestic serv-
ants, portei"s, and other menial ‘laborers.

A Negro bourgeoisie, owning capital
and explmtm,g labor in- industry, is prac-
tically non-existent. The petty-bourgeoxs
mtermedlary between the Negro masses
‘and big capltal is i the majority white
‘and not Negro The Negro petty bour-

geoigie is composed predominantly of a
thin layer of lawyerg, doctors, clergy-
teachers,  journalists, musicians,
and so on. But race prejudice continues
om the whole to exclude the Negro petty
bourgeoisie. from social contact with the
ruling class as well as from those minor
positions of authority which help cement
substantial sections of the white petty
bourgeois to bourgeois society.

Thus the integration of the ~Negroes
into industry and the simultanéous rise
of these Negro communities have .stim-
ulated’ the racial and political conscious-
ness of the Negro people.

" With a' great number of 01gamzat10ns
of all types, with a large and varied
press, a growing body of distinguished
writers, and spokesmen who chronicle
their wrongs and protests, a fanatical
pride in the hlstory of the Negro race
and the achlevements of remarkable Ne-
groes:in any sphere and in any country,
these Negro communities are knit to-
gether by resentment against their ex-
p101tat10n and humiliation by white
America. In -recent years the sentiment
of racial sohdarlty and organized protest
‘has’ grown by great leaps. There is now
growing up ‘an embryo “nation within
the nation.”

But contrary to similar manifestations
in Europe and Asia, this feeling of racial
and- national golidarity Eimong the Negro
people thus far aims solely at acquiring
enough force and momentum to break
down the barriers that exclude Negroes
from American society, showing few
signs of aiming at national separatism.
¥hese new moods coupled with constantly
increasing activities have already had a
powerful effect on the Negroes in the
South who, even within the shackles of
the Southern system, try to follow the
Northern example as far -as possible.

It would be a grave -error to under-
estimate the social and political signif-

icance of this maturing Negro racial
and national ‘¢gonsciousness. It is rooted

in the very donditions of Americancap-
italism, has grown with them and will
only disappear with them. It does -not
lessen but grows continuously. Every
stage by which the Negroes lLiave been

v




May-]June 1950

incorporated into industry and industrial
unionism, every expansion of the Negro
ghettoes, every social advance of the
Negrd people, has meant a correspond
ing rise in the solidarity and temper of
the Negro community and its protest
against segregation.

Despite all appearances American cap-
italism constantly increases and intensi-
fies its Jim Crow system. The greatesat
Jim Crow organization ever created was
the Army for World War II. Protests
resulted only in special Negro air squad-
rons, special Negro war correspdndents,
special groups of Negro entertainers,
ete. Thus directly and indiredtly the
American Army carried with it the
American Jim Crow system to every
quarter of the globe, The more power-
fully the Negroes organize and protest,
the more capital is compelled to attempt
to bribe them with specidl Negro schools,
special Negro hospitals, special Negro
colleges, special Negro playgrounds, spe-
cial Negro news films, special Negro
appointments—generally to government
departments dealing with Nelgr\ affairs;

Spread of Insurgence

The Negroes have repeatedly exploded
in revolutionary outbursts of the most
varied types. As soon as they found
themselves in sufficient numbers out of
the South, the Garvey movement erupted.
This extraordinary mass movement tes-
tified to the protest against Jim Crow
which was and is restrained by terror in
the South. The National Association for
the' Advancement of Colored Reople .at-
tained a membership of more than half a
million after World War II. But the petty-
boulgeois dominated organizations are
absolutely unable to discipline,the in-
surgent Negro masses. In Harlem where
the masses feel themselves strongest,
the protests tend to express themselves
mast violently, as in 19856 and 1943,
There the Negro masses expressed their
pent-up resentment against Jim Crow by
coming into the streets and wrecking
ghops owned by whites in the main cen-
ters of Harlem, while at the same time
carefully  refraihing from violence
against the whites , who walked - the
streets unmolested.

Similar outbursts have taken place in
cities like Detroit and are incipient in
every Negro commﬁnity. With extreme.
rapidity the Negroes in 1941 organized
the March-on-Washington Movement on
a nation-wide gcale, creating consterna-
tion in the ranks of the federal govern-
.ment. In addition Negro soldiers fought
bravely throughout World War II for
equality and democratic rights within
the army.

FOURTH

Marxists have repeatedly pointed out
that in a revolutionary crisis the most
oppressed gocial layers, who have hither-
to remained outside of the class strug-
gle, when awakened by the organized
proletariat, constitute some of the most
dynamic elements of the'revolution, The
hatred of bourgeois society and enduring
capacity for revolutionary sacrifice which
characterizes the deepest proletarian
strata is combined in the urban Negroes
with the organizational solidity imposed
upon them by American gegregation and
the readiness to revolt which is the re-
sult of the universally recognized, in-
tolerable, and indefensible injustice of
their position,

The petty bourgeois leaders of Negro

-organizations strive in vain to instill

into the masses the “principles” of Amer-
ican democracy. But the petty-bourgeois
leadership has far less control of the
Negro masses than the labor leadership
has of the basic ranks of-the proletariat.
In the lives' of the great masses, of the
Negroes and even in the petty-bourgeois
.b{egro press there is & mounting tend-
ency to reject not only in words but in
action, the' 'shibboleths of American
democracy and thereby, through con-
clusions from their own experience, to
epproach the tryths of Marxism.\

Thus it is that the Negroes more than
any other social grouping in the coun-
try:.

(1) Have challenged the conception
that the great wars of the United States
in our generation were fought for democ-
racy;

(2) Have repudiated the fetishism of
American democracy 'as the quintessefice

of freedom and equality of rights and.

opportunity;

(8): Are skeptical of the belief that
the future of American political life is
unalterably confined to alternation be-
tween the Democratic and Reépublican
Parties;

(4) Have challenged the conception
that the state is above all classes.

(6) Have discarded the conception
that rights are obtained purely by dem-
ocratic discussions and parliamentary
procedures.

It is not in the slightest degree acci-
dental that during World War II, those
sections of the population who reached
the highest pitch of protest against the
bourgeois. state were the miners by a
continuous series of strikes and the Ne-
groes in Harlem. If the miners had the
sympathy of the masses of the workers,
the Harlem Negroes had still more the
sympathy of the masses of Negroes
all over the country. Miners and the
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Negro masses in Harlem symbolized on
a small but significant scale the un-
folding pattern of revolt, of singular im-
portance for the coming period—great
mass strikes of the organized proletariat
and rebellious outbursts among the Ne-
groes,

The same pattern is already being
repeated on a higher scale. In the ap-
parently unchallenged march of the
American bourgeoisie ,to internal en-
slavement of the masses in preparation
for war, once more it is the miners who
raised the first open challenge by action,
and the Negroes, in the persons of
Randolph and Reynolds, who hurled the
first open challenge and defiance.

While this movement has nowhere
found clear revolutionary socialist ex-
pression, its impact has already made
itself felt,

Political and Social Impact

(1) The March-on-Washington Move-
ment resulted in the establishment of the
FEPC which has become in its own way
a potent source of conflict within the
Democratie Party.

(2) The Harlem -action in 1943 not
only went unpunished by the government
but was the signal for all the labor lead-
erships and liberal groupings to rally
hastily together for the purpose of paci-
fying the Negro masses by means of a’
state FEPC with punitive legislation for
convicted offenders,

(3) Racial conflict in Detroit over
housing and discrimination resulted in
an anti-Negro pogrom, stoutly résisted
by the Negro masses.” The UAW was
immediately involved and’ the climax of
its intervention was of great significance
for the future relations between the Ne-
gro mass movement and organized labor.

The city election of 1944 was fought by

a combination of the UAW and the
Negro masses ‘against the reactionary
Mayor Jeffries; the race question play-
ing a major part in the campaign.,

(4) The power and solidarity of the
Negro protest has compelled the leaders
of the ‘Democratic Party to weigh the
nearly 300 electoral votes, in states
where the Negro vote is decisive, against
the less than half as many votes con-
trolled by the -South, and to propound
a civil rights program which js helping
to tear the Democratic Party apart.

(5) The Negroes themselves, both in
the mass, as in ‘Harlem in 1948, and as
groups, as in the Randolph-Reynolds
protest, though *basing themselves on
their racial problems, show a profound
recognition of the unity of their struggle
with that of otfier oppressed groups and
constantly demand joint action with the



Page 94

whites. Though racial hatreds in the
South may well be the cause of bloody
reprisals for centuries of repression, Ne-
groes have repeatedly taken .the lead
in organizations among the most op-
pressed groups, the sharecroppers, com-
prising Negroes and whites.

(6) Hostile as the Negro petty-bour-
geois leaders are to masg action by Ne-
groes, they have repeatedly joined to-
gether and in' the name of millions of
Negroes, recited - their grievances and
pointed out the weaknesses and crimes
of both parties in regard to Negroes.
They have solidarized themselves against
the reactionary politics of the Southern
bloc and therefore implicitly—and often
explicitly—with the - labor movement;
and declared themselves, on behalf of the
Negro people, as supporting the strug-
gles for independence of the colonial na-
tions, They have taken the symbolical
step of appealing to the United Nations
against the American government. Un-
der the pressure of mass sympathy for
the proposals of Randolph and Reynolds,
those Negro petty-bourgeois leaders who
were carefully nurtured by the Roose-
velt admirfistration as spreaders of bour-
geois ideas among the Negro masses,
were forced to refuse to take any part
in assisting the government to integrate
Negroes into a segregated army. Despite
the inevitable vacillations, compromises
and capitulations of the Negro petty
bourgeoisie, this sharp break at a time
when they are badly needed indicates
the dilemma of the government between
its need to mobilize the nation and the
rebelliousness of millions of Negroes.

Many of these actions have not been
carried through to any decisive con-
clusion. But their increasing frequency
and widening scope, the variety of forms
in which they appear, their deep historie-
al roots in the past of the country, il-
lustrate with unusual richnegs and clar-
ity the truth of one of the great con-
tributions of Leninism to Marxist theory.

“The dialectics of history,” says Lenin,
“is such that small nations, powerless as
an independent factor in the struggle
against imperialism play a part as one
of the ferments, one of the bacilli which
help the real power against imperialism
to come on the scene, namely, the Social-
ist Proletariat.”

In analyzing the role of small nations
Lenin cast light on the special contribu-
tion of the Negro struggle to the prole-
tarian movement in the United States.
Under the banner of Negro rights, the
movement of the Negrowmpeople is reng-
ered most sensitive and responsive to
social tensions. It acts as a spur in
precipitating struggles for elementary
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democratic rights; it unmasks the class
nature of the‘ capitalist state; it helps
edycate the working class to. the reac-
tionary role of bourgeois democracy and
the need to wage merciless struggle
against iv; and propels into action the
major political forces of the nation and
the organized labor movement.

Important as these contributions are
to the forces of social revolution, the
Negro movement has invariably suf-
fered heavy depression and demoralizing
b,low;s through the betrayal, defeat or
lack of response of these forces. Deserted
by the victorious bourgeoisie in 1876, the
Negroes bore the full brunt of Southern
reaction and revenge. After the defeat
of the Populist Movement the South
passed drastic anti-Negro legislation.
Isolated from the revolutionary forces,
the Garveyite outburst, though.of great
social and historical significance, became
besmirched with: grotesque follies and
fantasies and rapidly disintegrated.

Policy of the SWP

Today the greater organized political
power of the Negro struggle faces cor-
respondingly greater dangers. The CIO
has brought the Negro back into the
mainstream of American social life. De-
fective as may be its positive contribu-
tions, the very existence of the CIO and
its enunciation of equality for Negroes,
combined with the relative freedom with
which Negroes function within it, create
the arena in which Negroes become in-
creasingly bold in their struggles. It
acts as a check upon the more flagrant
aspects of Negro persecution. The de-
feat of the proletariat by American cap-
italism would inevitably result in un-
precedented persecution for the Negro
people. Already in 1943 when the Negro
struggles were at their height, Roose-
velt’s Attorney-General Biddle proposed
that Southern Negroes be prohibited
from coming North. If the proletariat
is defeated, the Southern system will be
extended over the whole country, and
wherever American imperialism holds
sway.

That organized labor is the principal
shield and ally of the Negroes is true
not only in a broad historical but in an
immediate sense as well. In Detroit dur-
ing 1943 the influence of the organized
labor movement saved the Negroes from
horrible massacres and persecutions by

- anti-Negro elements and the police.

The Socialist Workers Party pays spe-
cial attention to the Negro mass move-
ment. Our members join those organiza-
tions which offer .a fruitful field for
promoting the welfare of the Negro peo-
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ple. When necessary, we also assist in
the creation of new organizations aiming
at the struggle for democratic rights.

In our attitude to these organizations,
we recognize the great difference be-
tween a periphery organization which is
guided by party policy on a particular
issue or consists of close sympathizers of
the party, and an organization which
rises up independently of the party to
express the deep needs and aspirations
of millions of oppressed people. In enter-
ing such organizations the party does
not at all insist that they be Marxist in
program:‘ as a condition for working in
them any more than we impose such de-
mands on the unions as a condition for
working in them, with them and for
them.

Neither do we judge these organiza-
tions by the character of their leader-
ship at any given moment, as for in-
stance the reformist, petty bourgeois,
timid character of the NAACP leader-
ship, At critical moments organizations
of this type can become centers of gen-
uine mass activity, On the other hand,
as the March-on-Washington Movement

proved, new organizations, expressing

the aroused fighting spirit of the Negro
people, can spring up overnight. In
critical times, mass [outbursts, as in
Harlem in 1943, can become the starting
point for the creation of new or the revi-
talization of old organizations. From all
these points of view, participation by
our members in the existing organiza-
tions of the Negroes according to the
party’s strength' and aims, remains a
permanent- feature of party work.

Party members participate in these
Negro organizations, as in all others,
as revolutionists. Our main purpose in
them is the mobilization of the Negro
masses for revolutionary action. The
party applies here, too, the principles of
its program, which presented with pa-
tience and flexibility, will find a ready
hearing among the proletarian and semi-
proletarian Negroeg. The party wages
unceasing struggle against the Negro
petty-bourgeois leadership,” the same
type of struggle that it carries on
against the union bureaucracy. It strives
for an unambiguous militant program
based upon the needs and readiness for
struggle of the broad masses. It seeks
to replace the vacillating, reformist pet-
ty-bourgeois leadership with a militant
leadership fighfing on the principles of
the class struggle and in the closest al-
liancé with organized labor and the
Marxist revolutionists.

The party raises the question of polit-
ical affiliation, and on the basis of the
widespread Negro disillusionment with
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the two traditional parties, urges these
organizations to go on record for a La-
bor Party,and to oufline their program
for such a party and not on ¢he Negro
question alone.

Finally, the party will find in the Ne-
gro organizations and in Negro life a
fruitful field for the spread of the funda-
mental doctrines of Marxism. The situa-
tion of all Negro people offers excep-
tional opportunities for winning over the
best elements in these organizations to
Marxism on the basis of Negro needs
and Negro experiences,

The Negro mass movement is a nat-
ural ally of the proletarian revolution.
It will organize and reorganize itself
many times in the course of its evolution
to socialism. But the party governs it-
self by the fact that the high peaks of
organized dabor struggle, the CIO in
1935-1937, the miners’ strike in 1943, the
great strikes of 1945-1946 culminating in
the widespread but bureaucratically sup-
pressed desire for a general strike
against the Taft-Hartley Bill, have been
paralleled by the outburst of the Negro
masses in Harlem in 1935, the March-on-
Washington Movement in 1940, the out-
bursts in Harlem, Detroit and elsewhere
in 1943, the growth of the NAACP to
over half a million members. The gov-
ernment and the bourgeoisie have never
underestimated the potential force of the
Negro movement and its threat to the
capitalist system.

The forms and rapidity of its progress
will be determined to z large degree by
the strength and resolute participation
of the party in its struggles and ex-
periences, and its concentration upon
promoting the economie and social in-
terests of the Negro masses. We must
support this mass movement, develop it,
and make it a politically conscious and
definitely class movement. In marching
hand in hand with it to the end we are
rharching far beyond its initial goal; we
are marching to the very end of the
division of society into classes.

Negro and Organized Labor

The primary and ultimate necessity of
the: Negro movement is its unification
with the revolutionary forces under the
leadership of the proletariat. The guid-
ing force of this unificgtion can only
be the revolutionary party.

The most urgent task of the revolu-
tionary party is the destruction of the
strangling influence - of the reformist
union bureaucrats over the labor move-
ment. Precisely because of its excep-
‘tional role in the country’s economic and
political life, the Negro question con-
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fronts the labor bureaucracy with a se-
ries of acute problems. These have al-
ready drawn a widening line of demar-
cation between labor bureaucratism and
revolutionary Marxism in the struggle
for the leadership of the American prole-
tariat.

The labor leadership itself has been
compelled to assume a titular leadership
of the struggle against discrimination
and endorsement of Negro rights on the

‘job and in the union. The imperative

necessity of organizing the South has
compelled the union leadership to grap-
ple with the legalized and socially sancti-
fied degradation and humiliation of the
Negroes in the South. The formation of
a Labor Party would-immediately lead to
a desperate struggle over the poll-tax,
federal action against lynching and dis-
crimination, and the whole system of op-
pression under the Southern oligarchy.
Reformism can no more solve this burn-

ing' problem than the reformist labor

bureaucracies of Russia, Italy, or Spain
could solve the peasant question. )
The labor hureaucracy is becoming in-
creasingly emtangled with the govern-
ment in the deprivation of the democratic
rights of the workers. In the coming pe-

" riod, particularly if the war drive in-

tensifies, a repetition of mass Negro
upheavals, opposed directly to the fed-
eral government, can awaken warm re-
sponse in the minds of workers, and be-
come a powerful source of exposure of
the hypocrisy of American imperialism.
The endorsement by the union bureauc-
racy of the bi-partisan war program and
their red-baiting campaign has given
prominence and opportunity to some of
the most reactionary and anti-Negro ele-
ments in the union movement.

In the critical days ahead, the Negro
problem inside the union movement can
become an extremely important issue.
The whole past of the Negro movement
shows that the Negroes in the unions,
once assured of the support of a substan-
tial number of white workers, will be in
the forefront of any serious struggles
against the labor bureaucracy as agents
of governmental repression and reaction.

The American proletariat needs above
all to be instilled with a consciousness
of its historic mission as the fundamental
force in the struggle against capitalism
and leader of all oppressed groups and
classes. The struggle for Negro rights
and against the poll-tax, lynching, etc.,
have already made a strong impact upon
the social education of the proletariat.
This process will inevitably continue and
deveiop. The mass struggles of the. Ne-
groes will increasingly pose the question
of proletarian intervention and enable
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the revolutionary forces to come to the
fore with their revolutidnary policy as
opposed to the reformist.

By its leadership and championship of
the Negro mass movement, the party
takes one of the surest roads to gaining
recoghition as an organization that is de-
termined, not merely to right Negro
wrongs, but to abolish bourgeois society.

Struggle Against Prejudice

The party does not deny or minimize
the existence of racial hatreds and the
very real dangers they hold and will in-
creasingly hold for the proletarian strug-
gle as the foundations of bourgeois so-
ciety continue to crumble and release the
passions it has fostered for centuries.
The history of Nazi Germany shows what
brutality, terror and sadism capitalism
in its last agonies can and will mobilize
in its defense.

The party alone can carry on a funda-
mental propaganda and sustained and
effective agitation against these dangers.
Only the strenuous, patient, persistent
and vigilant propagation of Marxist
views on the Negro question, which are
especially on guard against abstractions,
can teach the workers to recognize and
tear out by the root, the innumerable,
often subtle and always constantly re-
created forms in which bourgeois race
prejudice infiltrates into the-ranks of the
organized labor movement and the rev-
olutionary vanguard itself.

The party will increasingly be sub-
jectéd to conflicts between different
strata of the labor movement which will
find their expression in racial form. Par-
ticularly the party’s forceful struggle
for influence in labor organizations of
predominantly white workers will some-
times be impeded or placed in jeopardy
by -its championship of the Negro cause
and Negro workers. Reactionary ene-
mies of the revolutionary party will de-
liberately incite and magnify this issue
to embarrass the party.

This poses and will increasingly pose
difficult problems for the party. Even
where, as in many AFL unions, the anti-
Negro policy is flagrant, the concrete
circumstances will often present serious
problems for the party. Their success-
ful handling, both for the education of
the proletariat and the solidarity and
growth of the party, must be based on
the determination of the revolutionary
party under all circumstances to main-
tain the principles for which it stands.

In the Negré movement in particular
and often in the labor movement the
party will meet Negro -chauvinism. While
makipg no principled concessions to it,
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the party treats it with great caution
and makes a sharp distinetion between
the chauvinism of the oppressor and the
chauvinism of the oppressed, even when
the latter is expressed within the ranks
of the organized labor movement. This
chauvinism of the Negroes contains pos-
sibilities of being exploited under cer-
tain circumstances by the capitalists and
turned into a terrible danger to the or-
ganized labor movement. Precisely be-
cause of this, the party must take the
lead in guiding it, explaining its pro-
gressive features, purging it of its dan-
gerous traits, and both in theory and
practice, impressing the organized labor
movement with its potentiality as a force
for the defense of all democratic rights
and the struggle against capitalist re-
action.

As the party grows and wins over
groups of rank and file workers, white
and Negro, the cruder forms of race
prejudice will assume importance with-
in the party. They must be mercilessly
fought. It is only on the basis of a con-
stantly widening recognition and exposi-
tion. of the significance of the Negro
struggle not merely for Negroes but for
the social revolution, that the party will
be able to earry out the necessary meas-
ures ' with firmness and yet without
hysteria or foolhardiness. Both in the
party and in the organized labor move-
ment the party in opposing Jim Crow
spares no pains to explain its reasons to
the white workers, victims of a long his-
torical development,

Fighting Capitalist Pressure

The pervading pressures of racial prej-
udice can take the most Subtle forms.
White workers and even union leaders
in the party can find an easy escape from
the hard task of combatting racial prej-
udices by counterposing the importance
for the party of its influence on the or-
ganized labor movement, as against the
Negro movement. On the other hand,
Negro workers, on gaining class con-
sciousness and observing the practices of
equality in the revolutwnary party and
in certain of the industrial unions, some-
times react with hostility to the Lenin-
ist analysis of the racial and national
aspects of the Negro. movement and
tend to reject it as a step backward and
an unnecessary concession to Negro
¢hauvinism_  Petty-bourgeois Negroes
who find"in the party not only a means
of revolutionary struggle but a relief
from the strains and humiliations of Ne-
gro life will sometimes oppose bringing
forward Negro work to its rightful place
in party life, These are not individual
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aberrations but reflect, each in its own
way, political wegkness', before the bour
geois. pressure to relegate the Negrc
question to a subordinate place. Only a
sound policy, actively carried out, can
correct and check these and similar man-
ifestations.

The situation of the Negro movement
in American society gives a special role
to Negro-leadership, not merely among
Negroes but in the revolutionary forces
of the country. All great revolutions
have, of necessity, utilized in the leader-
ship members of oppressed races and
nationalities as the most opposed to the
ex1stmg' order,

That the American socialist revolution -

will prove no exception to :this rule is
shown by the role already played by
Negro leaders in the CIO. In its activity
in the Negro labor organizations the
party must devote great efforts to the

-winning over, education and preparation

for leadership of Negro workers and in-
tellectuals. But here again only the clear
grasp of the character of the Negro
movement can create the basis for Ne-
gro revolutionists to take their rightful
place in the revolutionary’ party and the
revolutionary struggle of the orgamzed
labor movement.

The party will have to rely chiefly on
Negroes in its activity among Negro or-
ganizations, even where whites are ad-
mitted as members, as a necessary con-
cession to the historically justified su-
spicions and prejudices of the Negro
masses, But if Negro leaders do not
play a prominent role in the general ac-
tivity of the party on a national scale,
that ‘would represent a concession to the
terrible power of bourgeois race prej-
udice, and would, in_effect, segregate the
Negro even within the revolutionary
movement itself, This danger must be
vigorously and consciously fought,

The Negro leaders of the party in Ne-
gro work must be consciously and care-
fully trained as Marxists of the  inter-
national revolution. Unless they are so
trained they cannot be good examples
of Bolsheviks in the union movement;
lack of such training would tend to per-

‘petuate inside the party itself the bour-

geois division of white and Negro. The
party teaches the conscious elements
among the Negroes and builds its cadres,
both white and black, according to the
dictum of Trotsky that “the conscious
elements of the Negroes. .. are convoked
by the historic development to become a
vanguard of the working class.” Only a
party educated in this spirit can create
the surroundings to assist the Negro
revolutionists in oveércoming the influence
of bourgeois race prejudice, express in-
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side and outside the party the future his-
toric role of the Negro people in the
struggle for socialism, help to, give con-
fidence fo thé Negro ma.sses that the
past betrayals of the bourseo:sle are
alien to "the revolutmnary proletanat
and demonstrate before the eyes of the
masses the character of the new society.

At this stage of the party's develop-

. ment and ‘at the present .undeveloped

level, in a stricty political sense, of both
organized labor and the Negro move-
ment, the party ‘must view the incor-
poration of Negroes into the party. and
Negro work in party building as a test
and touchstone of its general revolution-
ary strategy and tactics, illuminating

both the strength and weakness of the.

<American workers and oppressed classes
as well as the strength and weakness
of the party.

Premises foxf Fruitful Work

The penetration into the most dynamic
strata of the American workers, win-
ning them over to Marxism, lifting them
above immediate preoccupations to the
heights of Bolshevism, steeling them
against; prevailing  prejudices, the con-
solidation of diverse elements of .an ex-
ceptionally diverse population, the crea-
tion of a centralized powerful revolu-
tionary organization united by an inher
discipline—all this at the present time
finds a graphic expression in the Negro
work of the party. “If it happens that
we in the SWP are not able to find the
road to this strata, then we are not
worthy at all, The permanent revolution
and the rest would be only a lie.” These
blunt words’ of Leon Trotsky underscore
his recognition of the vital importance
of the Negro movement in the United
States as a constituent part of the strug-
gle for socialism.

But just as the Negro movement for
all its revolutionary character depends
upon the revolutionary proletariat for its
final success and even for safeguarding
it from defeat and destruction, so, too,
the party’s Negro work, important as it
is, depends upon the general progress of
the party-in securing and extending its
influence in the ofganized labor move-
‘ment. Experience has shown that where
the party possesses real strength in the
labor movement its activities among the
Negro massed meet with the greatest re-
sponse. Only to the extent that ‘the
party successfully carries out the Tran-
sitional Program and rises to the level
of its general political tasks will it be

able to take fullest advantage of the.

great contributions to the socialist strug-
gle inherent in Negro work.
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