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3 #he month of November British terror — the official carried out by
mymdhemﬁicialcarriedocﬂbyloyalists-aeeelemted.

Poland.

r efforts in

WAR AGAINST

APARTHEID

On 16 December 1981, Umkhonto we Sizwe — military wing of the African
National Congress celebrated its 20th anniversary. It was celebrated to
the thunder of 4 explosions in Pretoria where Umkhonto fighters put out
the city’s power station leaving parts of the capital in temporary darkness.
And out of this darkness, Commissioner of apartheid Police, General
Coetzee could only regurgitate a now standard imperialist recital. The
bombing, he claimed, signalied only that Umkhonto was nearing the end
of its resources and recruits and that it was now ‘scraping the barrel’. How
many times have British generals made similar remarks when speaking of

the IRA!

Coetzee’s remarks, designed to reassure
white racists, were greeted with mild
amusement and contempt at the 300 strong
ANC rally in London to mark the found-
ing of Umkhonto. Opening comments by
Ruth Mompati — ANC chief representa-
tive in Britain — underlined the wide inter-
national support for the armed struggle in
South Africa. She welcomed representa-
tives from the Palestine Liberation Organ-
isation, from the Polisario Liberation
Front, from the FDR in El Salvador, from
the Frontline states and from the socialist
countries who she said had never failed to
give support to the liberation struggle in
Africa.

But the high point of the evening were
two stirring speeches by representatives for
the African National Congress and the
South African Congress of Trade Unions.
Andrew Moletsane, speaking for SACTU
drew out the close connection between the
black working class and the armed
struggle. SACTU, he said, ‘paid homage

to MK’ (Umkhonto) amongst whom ‘were
workers who gave their lives for freedom’.
SACTU had given ‘its blessing to MK’ as
the South African working class: .

‘found that the liberation struggle of
workers would not be achieved without
recourse to the armed struggle!”

The black working class, he said, fully sup-
ported Umkhonto we Sizwe and reminded
the audience that among the ANC 6 now
languishing in jail awaiting death was
Anthony Tsotsobe a young worker so:

‘“frustrated by the grinding capitalist’

system . ..that he joined MK and the
political struggle to free the African
working class.’

Profound applause greeted Andrew
Moletsane’s speech and the audience
knew that with thousands of workers
ready to join Umkhonto, Coetzee will no
doubt be forced to eat his words.
continued on page 6

British army terror

12 Novenber British soldiers opened fire

rom his
mjuries. This shooting is yet another one
which proves that the celebrated “vellow
card’ is strictly for the consumption of
liberals ready to be fooled by the most
transparent lies.

25 November: Four drunken off-duty
soldiers from the Royal Anglian Regiment
accosted Angela D’ Arcy and her friend in
Enniskillen. In the best traditions of
British ‘peacekeeping’ they demanded
money. When Angela refused Private
Rodney Birkett shot her dead in the street.
The RUC, reformed and impartial as we
know, issued a statement saying that
Angela died in a ‘pub brawl’ and no mem-
bers of the ‘security forces’ were involved.
Birkett has since been charged with
murder. We await the outcome of his trial
with interest.

Curfews

16 November: The Donagh housing estate,
Lisnakea, South Fermanagh was invaded
in the early hours of the morning by hun-
dreds of British soldiers, RUC and UDR.
The estate was sealed off for 36 hours.
Anyone entering or leaving was bodily
searched. The searching, as befits the bar-
barian character of imperialism, included
searching babies’ nappies and intimate
body searches of young girls. 16 year old
Rita Gleeson resisted this obscenity and
was promptly dragged off to Lisnakea bar-
racks. The curfew was finally lifted at
7.30pm the following day.

19 November: From 5am to 3pm the Kash-
mir district of West Belfast was sealed off
by British army, RUC and UDR. In this
curfew free rein was given to British army
house-wrecking (known as ‘searches’ in
the bought British press). 20 homes were
ransacked. The case of Mrs Mary Corrigan
is typical. Her front doer was broken
down, holes punched in her front bedroom

YOP slave labour

Stage one of the British state’s answer to last summer’s Uprisings by
youth has come in the form of frame-ups, imprisonment and police terror.
Now Stage 2 has been unveiled. Unemployed young people are to be
forced into the bogus Youth Training schemes designed not to train them
but in fact to discipline and control them. 16 year olds will get £15 per

week and 17 year olds £23.
If they refuse to accept this slave labour
then they will be denied even the meagre
pittance of social security. If they accept
but then in the course of training stand up
for their rights or in some other way dis-
please the ‘masters’ then a bad report will
dog all their future attempts to get work.
This is the capitalists’ solution to unem-
ployment. Whilst hysterically denouncing
‘lack of democracy’ in the socialist count-
ries where there is full employment these
capitalists impose forced labour at insult-

ingly low wages on the vouth in Britain.
Young people who simply want the means
to a decent life —a job, housing, an end to
racist police harassment — will get none of
these from the capitalist system.

Yet where is the outcry from the trade
union movement and Labour Party at this
serious assault on young people and the
working class as a whole? There is no out-
cry. TUC leader Len Murray’s criticism of

continued on page 6
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ceiling, a wall ventilator ripped out, w:

paper ripped off the walls, floorboa
and carpets ripped up. For working ¢l
nationalist families suffering high une
ployment and poverty, this wanion d
truction of hard-earned possessions &
particularly vicious form of terror.

Loyalist attacks

Loyalist terror attacks began before
execution of Bradford and have contin
since.

14 November: 19 year old Stephen Mury
was shot in Oldpark Avenue at 7.30p
Two men, one with a rifle, went to
Murphy’s house. When Stephen opes
the door he was gunned down. He was
in the neck and stomach and died 1en &
later on 24 November.

15 November: 18 year old Thomas Mc™
ty was shot dead at 2am in the Sh
Strand. Two men, on a motorbike, opes
fire. He ran but was hit and fell. Then «
of the assassins dismounted, cals
walked over and shot Thomas in the &
at point-blank range. They drove off 10
loyalist Woodstock Road.

17 November: 22 year old Peader Fa
was shot dead just after midmeha = 1

eantarry estate, Lurgan. P___:' L
ting in a car with a fnend. Asoshes
drew alongside and opemed fre. Fin

was killed instantly whilst his frend mas
in the arm.
26 November: an 18 vea: old vowh

Newington, North Belfas, wmas b &
single shot fired from 2 pessmge a1
shot shattered the bone in his fosearm

27 November: 35 vear old Sean Ruce »
shot whilst minding a stall a the junciios
King Street and Castle Street. The p:
passenger of a motorbike fired six s
hitting Sean in the shoulder and both le
A black taxi driver held up the assass
getaway by causing the molorbike
crash. One assassin gol away in a loya
taxi, the other ran into a nearby house. 1
RUC refused to search the house! So w

the help of the ‘security forces’, the ass
sin got away.
This combined wave of British am

loyalist terror has gone unreported n |
British press but it is known of n
nationalist community and only serves
strengthen their determination to dest
British rule.
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=EDITORIAL
mperialist hands off
socialist Poland!

“Our country is on the edge of the abyss. Achievements of many generations, raised from
e ashes, are collapsing into ruin. State structures no longer function. New blows are
struck each day at our weakened economy. Living conditions are oppressing people with

growing burdens.’

asures.
a whole period of time the imperialists have been
mively fomenting pro-capitalist, anti-Soviet forces in
and. Whilst hypocritically demanding that the
set Union ‘keep out of Poland’ the imperialists
¢ for vears past interfered in the political and
pnomic affairs of Poland. They have used Poland’s
ppling indebtedness to the imperialist banks as a
gans of exerting greater and greater control over
pland’s internal economic affairs. Today the
sansion of industry, the building of houses, the stan-
d of living of the Polish masses are held to ransom
the massive interest payments — $200m dollars per
pnth —that Poland has to pay to the parasitic,
podsucking imperialist banks.
ot content with bankrupting the Polish economy
imperialists have actively aided the anti-Soviet
position in Poland. The imperialists have found a
ing tool for their schemes in the pro-imperialist
ade union movements in Europe and the USA. The
er have channelled large amounts of equipment
d other aid to Solidarity, the Polish trade union that
rapidly become the major instrument of counter
olution in Poland. Organisations like the virulently
tht wing and racist US trade union, the AFL-CIO,
up a fund of $200,000 for Solidarity. Other
tries’ unions have followed suit including the
tionary British TUC. These unions joined with the
o-fascist Franz-Josef Strauss who donated DM 1
ion (nearly £250,000) to Solidarity through his
1 organisation, the Hans Seidel Foundation. So
h for ‘non-intervention’ by the imperialists.
Reagan the imperialist butcher of the
vadorean people and Carrington the smooth
yeued, imperialist defender of British forture in
and champion trade union rights in Poland,
est people will look closely at what they are
ending.

hat is Solidarity?

is a strange trade union which argues for a
eramme which would lead to unemployment. Yet
adarity, with massive Western support, has put its
zht behind measures which if implemented would
d 10 an end to full employment in Poland. A brief
al the main planks of its programme shows that
darity has taken a pro-capitalist direction.

n end to central planning

Socialised concerns should be given the freedom to
getermine  their  production  plans  and
pethods . . .the centralised distribution of raw
aterials and other elements of production should
e limited and eventually done away with ...the
soncerns should be self financing . . . they should be
-aluated not on the basis of fulfilling the plan, but
the basis of economic efficiency...The self
management bodies . ..should have the right to
fvercise control over the assets of the concern, to
ecide on the aims of production and sales, the
shoice of production methods, and investment
soals. They should also decide on the distribution
f the profits of the enterprise.’

apitalist competition

.. .a precondition of the proper functioning of an

mierprise under the new system is the
onopolisation of the market and the

ppearance of competing producers to a certain

Fxient.’

pitalist (kulak) agriculture
_..it is particularly necessary to eliminate all
sstrictions on the development of family farms and
lamily owned handicraft and service shops. . . . Full
espect for the private ownership of land by
dividual farmers...’
freedom to be unemployed :
e union recognises that the enterprises will have
Ihe right to make changes in their employment level
s they need to. But the government authorities will
il be responsible for carrying out a full
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ith these words General Jaruzelski announced the introduction of martial law in Poland.
is extreme measure had become necessary to defend the very existence of the socialist
ate. The RCG unreservedly defends the right of the socialist forces in Poland to take these

employment policy, although this policy must no
longer hinder productive concerns...the self-fi-
nancing of the enterprises may also result in some
having to cut back or close down...’

This is a petit bourgeois programme for the
restoration of a kind of ‘welfare capitalism’. Central
planning is to go. Workers in every firm will compete
with workers in other firms, Capitalist enterprise
should be allowed to compete with socialism. Private
farming is to be encouraged. Firms can hire or fire
workers according to free market criteria. Lenin said
of such_proposals in his own time:

‘Any direct or indirect legalisation of the rights of
ownership of the workers of any given factory or
any given trade on their particular production, or of
their right to weaken or impede the orders of the
state authority, is a flagrant distortion of the basic
principles of Soviet power and a complete rejection
of socialism.’(CW Vol 42 p100)

The Solidarity programme represents just such a
complete rejection of socialism. One week before
martial law was declared Lech Walesa himself
admitted at a meeting at Radom where leaders of |
Solidarity were discussing plans to overthrow the
state:

‘They are well aware that if we implement our
programme that if we distribute the land from state
farms to private peasants and create self-manage-
ment committees everywhere we will be dismantling
their system.’ : X

That they intended to take steps to overthrow the
socialist state is clear. Warsaw Solidarity leader
Zbigniew Bujak was quoted as saying that the first
action of the workers militia had to be ‘aimed at liber-
ating’ the radio and television centre, establishment of
a ‘social council for the national economy’ which
would be ‘something like a provisional national
government’, overthrowing the present government.
Indeed when Solidarity was set up the leading
influences were a well known group of anti-socialist
dissident intellectuals like Jacek Kuron, who wished to
use the power of the Polish working class as a batter-
ing ram to destroy the Polish state and implement their
own programme for the restoration of capitalism.

The Polish Communist Party (PUWP)
and Solidarity

Honest Communists faced with these developments
must ask how they came about. How was it possible
for KOR and right-wing Solidarity leaders to use the
legitimate grievances of the Polish workers for their
own counter-revolutionary ends? This is aquestion for
the Polish Communists to resolve through dialogue
with the Polish people when the immediate threat to
the Polish state is at an end. General Jaruzelski has
already accepléd that the failures, mistakes, and in
some cases the personal corruption of leading Com-
munist Party members over the past decade have con-
tributed to the crisis and to the Communist Party’s
disastrous divorce from the trade union movement
encompassing millions of working people. It is this
divorce which has allowed bourgeois and petit bour-
geois influerices like KOR to masquerade as the
friends of the Polish workers. The Communist Party
failed to overcome this divorce by politically winning
the workers so that they, together with the Communist
Party, could confront the problems faced by the coun-
try. Instead, it took to borrowing massively from the
imperialist banks in a vain attempt to buy itself out of
the crisis.

Fidel Castro last year clearly pointed to the danger
of this:

‘Especially in Poland, imperialism is orchestrating a
sinister act of provocation directed against the
socialist camp. The success that reaction has had
there is eloquent testimony to the fact that the revo-

lutionary party in power cannot deviate from
Marxist-Leninist principles, neglect ideological
work and divorce itself from the masses; and, when
the time for rectification comes, this should not be
done on the basis of concessions to the class enemy,
either inside or outside the country’.

Which side are you on?

The events in Poland raise one central question—
which side are you on? On the one side are the
socialist states defending the gains of the working class
and aiding the movements fighting imperialism
throughout the world. On the other side is imperial-
ism, intent on destroying socialism, crushing the
working class and defeating liberation movements.
Without significant exception the British middle class
socialists have joined the Labour Party and trade
union movement in taking the side of imperialism.
The CPGB and the trotskyist left, SWP IMG WRP et
al, have lined up in outright support of the counter-
revolution in Poland and have condemned the Soviet
Union and its Polish allies.

Whilst real communists put revolutionary interest
higher than formal democracy, the British Commun-
ist Party calls for the release of counter-revolu-
tionaries in Poland under the guise of supporting
democratic rights. This same Communist Party has
never called for the release of Irish political prisoners
from British prisons.Socialist Worker calls on Polish
workers to ‘go into the streets to confront the military
forces’ in order to seize political power and overthrow
the Polish socialist state. This from an organisation
that refused to mobilise its own membership in
defence of Irish hunger strikers and which has
consistently condemned the revolutionary war of the
IRA against British imperialism.

These organisations always defend British imperial-
ism and reserve their most virulent attacks for the
determined forces of socialism and liberation. It will
be of interest to FRFI readers to know that these

't_-;aupig;anisations which have refused to bring out their

members on demonstrations in support of the Irish
revolution, have within days taken steps to mobilise
for an anti-Soviet demonstration on the events in
Poland. At this demonstration, they will lineup witha
platform of Tories and Labour-imperialists including
Sir Bernard Braine, Peter Shore (right wing Labour)
Shirley Williams and Eric Heffer (well known for his
refusal to support Irish hunger strikers in their
struggle for freedom.)

Imperialist Hands Off Socialist Poland!

Communists in Britain reject the anti-socialist
campaign of the imperialists and their Labour and left
allies. British banks led by Barclays and Lloyds have
claims of £1 billion on the Polish people. The RCG
calls for the liquidation of all Polish debts to British
banks. A movement in this country, capable of
enforcing this, would make a real contribution to the
freedom of the Polish people.

If Solidarity were to succeed, then Poland would be
turned into a base for the counter-revolution against
the whole socialist camp. Any imperialist inroads into
the socialist countries would set back the struggle of
the vast majority of mankind for a life free from
poverty, oppression and racism. It is the Soviet Union
and its allies that give financial and military support to
the liberation movements fighting imperialism in
Southern Africa, Central America, the Middle East
and elsewhere. The RCG defends the right of the
Soviet Union and the Polish Communist Party to take
whatever steps are necessary to ensure that Poland
remains in the socialist camp.

Imperialist Hands Off Socialist Poland!
Cancel all Polish debts to British banks!

SOUTH
AFRICA

IN BRIEF

® Angola

South Africa continued its offensive against the People's
Republic of Angola by the sabotage of Angola’s only oil
refinery at the end of November. In a statement
attributing responsibility to white South African
mercenaries, the Angolan government pointed out the
importance of oil supplies for her army fighting the South
African occupation of Angola's southern provinces. The
sabotage also seriously hinders Angola’s efforts to
achieve economic independence: oil exports account for
80% of her foreign exchange earnings. The South
African supported UNITA nevertheless claimed res-
ponsibility. Either way the responsibility for this attack
lies with South Africa and her imperialist backers. At the
time of the sabotage the leader of UNITA, Dr Savimbi,
was in Washington holding official and unofficial
meetings, with Chester Crocker, US Assistant Secretary
of State.

® ANC military operations

Umkhonto we Sizwe, military wing of the ANC, continues
its guerilla operations. On 1 November a house manned
by Defence Force Personnel was attacked and
destroyed in a grenade and rocket attack. On 12
November Soviet-made limpet mines were used to blow
up an electricity sub-station at Rosslyn Industrial Estate
near Durban. On 3 November the Durban HQ of the South
African Indian Council was bombed. Also in Durban, the
Department of Internal Affairs building was the scene of
the tenth bombing in that town this year. Then on @
December in yet another audacious operation, ANC
soldiers ripped apart the Cape Town offices of the
Department of Co-operation and Development as well as
2 Commissioners Courts which enforce the hated pass
laws.

@ Prison deprivation

In April 1979 26 year old Caesarina Makhoeri took part in
a hunger strike protest against the quality of the food in
Kroonstad Prison. She was then placed in segregation
and isolation by the prison authorities. In September
1981 she was still in isolation. In this period of 22months
she saw only one person, apart from the prison
authorities: a ten minute visit from her mother in 1980.
‘Caesarina Makhoeri has also been refused permission
to study. In September this year she was being refused
toiletries. The ‘legal’ maximum period of isolation is one
month!

@ Detention

The South African Minister of ‘Justice’ states that 157
people are under banning orders and 118 detained
without trial. The South African Institute of Race
Relations reports that between 156 and 200 people are
detained. Both figures are underestimates as the
apartheid police are not obliged to. release the total
figure of detainees but only to reveal whether or not a
specific named person is detained.

@ Failed Coup in Seychelles
On 26 November, a gang of 100 mercenaries, trained and

organised in South Africa flew into the Seychelles

islands in an attempt to overthrow the left-wing govern-
ment of President Albert Rene. The coup failed, 50
mercenaries were captured, and another 44 hijacked an
Air India plane and flew to South Africa. The apartheid
regime immediately denied any knowledge or involve-
ment in the plot. However their treatment of these racist
jackals proves otherwise. Following a few days deten-
tion, 39 mercenaries (all of them were either South Afri-
cans or white refugees from independent Zimbabwe)
were released without charge! The remaining 5, inclu-
ding the notorious imperialist savage Mad Mike Hoare,
were charged only with kidnapping and were given
immediate bail. Since then a senior South African
intelligence officer who was captured by the Seychellois
forces during the mercenary raid has emerged as the
latest bit of evidence of South African adventures
against the left-wing government of the Seychelles.
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SOUTH AFRICA

CISKEI-CONCENTRATION CAMP

The mass deportations of millions of black people into desert concen-
tration camps called ‘homelands’ and granting them ‘independence’ is
one of apartheid’s ‘solutions’ to the mounting revolutionary struggle in

South Africa.
On 4 December, Ciskei, an arid landmass
of 8,300 square kilometres became the

fourth such ‘homeland’ to be granted:

‘independence’. As a result more than 2
million black South Africans lost their citi-
zenship and when South African capital-
ism has no use for them they can now be
‘legally’ deported to Ciskei. There they
will languish in poverty and starvation
until called upon once again to labour for
South African and other imperialist capi-
talists.

The British Guardian described Ciskei
as a ‘rural ghetto’ and even the South
African Sunday Times was forced to hint
at this fraudulent ‘independence’:

‘The independence that Ciskei will
enjoy is more formal than it is real . . . It
lacks virtually all the attributes of a
viable economy’.

Ciskei is incapable of employing and feed-
ing the 660,000 people who live there. Its
borders were designed in such a way as to
exclude the East London and Berlin indus-
trial areas which employ the workers living
in Ciskei. The South African regime also
excluded 188,000 acres of farming and
forest land thus leaving Ciskei with no
mmdusiry and with only 2% of irrigable
land. Annual per capita GDP is £6 and
mmemplovment is over 35%. Diseases aris-
e Fome sszrvation are rife, as are measles,
TE aad gzswro-cnieritis. Into this area the
apanihewi regame s already planning to
expel another 662,000 black people living
on white owned farms and 68,500 deemed
2o be illegal immigrants in ‘white’ urban
areas.

The Soweran, a newspaper widely read
Siack people in South Africa commen-

'

i

*_..the politics of homelands...is
fraudulent, out to please only a few
seekers of power and their own material
advantage, and...leads to misery for
the majority of blacks involved’.

The ‘independent’ Ciskei will be a vast
concentration camp for the aged, the sick,
the unwanted and unemployed black
people of South Africa. Its ‘independent
black government’, consisting of a tiny
group of blacks who have sold themselves
1o apartheid in return for material privi-
leges, will be apartheid’s instrument for
controlling and supervising this concen-

tration camp. Its main function will be to
provide a source of cheap black labour for
British and other capitalists in South
Africa. The Ciskei Manpower Develop-
ment Centre is already planning to turn the
area into a ‘labour supermarket’ of
workers who will be medically and psycho-
logically tested before being offered to
employers.

All opposition to apartheid, to Ciskei
‘independence’ and to the organisation of
slave labour will be ruthlessly repressed.
Ciskei’s Prime Minister Chief Lennox
Leslie Wangoma Sebe and his brother
General Xhandi Charles Sebe who is head
of the Ciskei Intelligence Agency and one
time member of BOSS boast of their
hatred of the African National Congress
and of their determination to destroy the

‘communist inspired ANC’. So far this
year over 300 people have been detained
with the most serious repression directed
against the South African Allied Workers
Union whose staunch opposition to apart-
heid and Ciskei independence has won it
growing influence in East London. Over
200 of its members are now in detention,
140 of whom are now standing trial for
incitement. Meanwhile Thozamile
Gqweta, President of the SAAWU has |
again been detained in East London for the
fifth time—twice previously by the
apartheid regime and twice by the Ciskei
Intelligence Service! In addition the Ciskei

government has banned all opposition .

organisations and its National Assembly
has 36 nominated representatives to 22
elected ones giving the Sebe brothers
complete control over the allocation of

ANC lawyer murdered

On 19 November the black lawyer
Griffiths Mxenge was brutally murdered
in the South African city of Durban by
agents of the Pretoria regime. His wife
reported that ‘one of his ears was cut
off, his head was bashed in and his
whole body full of marks inflicted by a
needle’. Throughout his life Mxenge
served the cause of black liberation in
South Africa; both as a lawyer
defending those brought before the
racist courts for their opposition to the
apartheid system and as a political
activist. In the 1960s he served three
years on Robben Island for membership
of the ANC. More recently he played a
leading role in the Free Mandela cam-
paign, the campaign in support of the
demands of the ANC Freedom Charter,
the mobilisation against the 20th anni-

versary of the racist apartheid state and
the struggle to boycott the South
African Indian Council.

After his murder, ANC President,
Oliver Tambo said ‘These acts of
brutality can only serve to strengthen
our determination to free ourselves.
Through his martyrdom Giriffiths
Mxenge has set us the task to destroy
the apartheid system sooner rather
than later ... As we lower our banners in
memory of a great son of the people, an
outstanding revolutionary, we renew
our vows that we shall give no quarterin
the noble struggle to rid our country of
the murderers and tyrants that illegally
rule our country and people. Farewell
dear brother and comrade. Your
sacrifice is not in vain’.

Chris Fraser

jobs and land. With 4/5 of its income
coming directly from Pretoria, this
‘independent black government’ will con-
tinue to do its master’s bidding.

By granting Ciskei ‘independence’, the
apartheid state will free itself from any
responsibility to provide any expenditure
for over 2 million blacks’ housing, edu-
cation and health, whilst continuing to rob

' them of the wealth they produce. Already
the Dunlop factory in East London has
announced that as a result of Ciskei inde-
pendence black workers will lose their pen-
sions, and black farmworkers have been
given no assurance that, when forcibly
removed from white owned farms, they
will be allowed to take their cattle with
them. By giving power to an ‘independent’

On 17 November 1981, Colin Winter, for
many years the Anglican Bishop-in-
exile of Namibia, died in London. He
was expelled from Namibia in 1972 for
his militant opposition to South Africa’s
occupation of that country.

We well remember how, at public
meetings, Bishop Winter, a SWAPO
member, would ouishine fellow
speakers with his clear and militant
anti-imperialist speeches. Wherever he
was he unceasingly championed the
cause of the oppressed and whilst in
.Britain this led him to support the
struggle for Irish liberation.

|

To be born a nation — the
liberation struggle in Namibia
Department of Information and

| Publicity, SWAPO of Namibia,
ZED Press. £4.95.

This book is an excellent and comprehen-
sive history of the struggle of the Namibian
people.

The first section deals with the harsh
realities of imperialist conquest and domi-
nation. How the African people were
massacred and robbed of their lands and
forced to labour in the mines and factories
of the colonialist. How the economy of
Namibia has been developed to the benefit
of the foreign capitalist. Illustrating the
wretched misery the black workers are
forced to endure, this book shows how the
people of Namibia are being robbed of
their inheritance by imperialist plunder.

The second section is the history of resis-
tance by the Namibian people. From the
early resistance to colonial conquest in the
1890s and the war of national liberation
1904-8, through the development of the
struggle to organise labour, the mass
struggles against apartheid and contract
labour to the building of today’s national
liberation movement SWAPO and their
escalation to armed struggle through the
military wing PLAN (People’s Liberation
Army of Namibia).

The book shows conclusively that
Namiibia’s oppression is rooted in imperia-
list exploitation and that its freedom lies in
the national liberation struggle led by
SWAPO and its military wing PLAN.

Victory to SWAPO!
Death to imperialism!

Tony James

black government, the apartheid state has
merely shared out the job of racist rep-
ression with a tiny group of black traitors
hated by the black masses.

No government in the world, including
Britain, has dared recognise the fraudulent
independence of apartheid concentration
camps called ‘homelands’. Yet the British
government is by no means absolved of
responsibility for a policy, which in the
words of Bishop Desmond Tutu: *
resembles the Nazi’s elimination of the
Jews’'.

Behind apartheid, enabling it to carry
jout genocide, stand the British Govern-
ment, British banks and British companies
who all thrive from the enslavement of the
black masses of South Africa. The com-

TRIBUTE

In September 1980 at a rally in
London he pledged his support for Irish
political prisoners saying that it was
plain to him that Ireland and Namibia
were fundamentally the same for both
nations were involved in a war of
liberation. A year later, in September
1981, illness prevented him from
attending a rally in London during the
visit of 92 prisoners’ relatives but he
sent a message of support to underline
his solidarity:

‘The state of war in Northem Ireland

is the inevitable consequence of

English imperialism, English intran-

REVIEWS

Divide and Rule: South Africa’s
Bantustans

Barbara Rogers. International
Defence and Aid Fund, Revised ed
(1980) pp 136. Price £2.00

There are now over 100,000 people in the
prisons of South Africa. In reality the
great majority of South Africa’s popu-
lation is imprisoned by the white racist
regime —in particular the increasing
number of blacks (at present 7 million)
living in the concentration camps called
bantustans. These are artificially con-
structed ‘homelands’ for ‘black tribes’.
Most black people have never lived in, nor
come from, these ‘homelands’. Alter-
ations of the shape of the bantustans and
forced deportation have meant forced
migration for 6.3 million blacks and 7.7
million more are on the list. Although
lacking clear analysis, Barbara Rogers’

book proves that the bantustans are used .

for dumping those superfluous to capital-
ism and to provide a reserve army of
labour for white-owned industry and
farms.

There are 10 bantustans making up
13.8% of the total land of South Africa.
They lack resources, industry (which is in
‘white’ areas) and good land. Much of the
land is unsuitable for cultivation (eg 70%
in KwaZulu). Frequently the best land is
bought by the South African Government
to create the bantustan, only to be leased
back to the same white farmer. When
minerals have been found the area reverts
to being a part of South Africa (eg plati-
num found on the coast of KwaZulu).
Together this means poverty, unemploy-
ment and overcrowding. Whilst in South
Africa as a whole, population density is 35

munist and working class movemen
Britain not only denounces the fraue
‘independent’ homelands, but poinis 1
main cause and support — British impe
ism —and declares:

End British collaboration w
apartheid!

Death to racist South Africa!
Death to British imperialism!
Victory to the ANC!

Eddie Abrahams

sigence, English policies and Eng
callousness. Is it not to be expec
that such an institutionalised stat
violence will be met with counter
lence?...| open my arms in love ;
solidarity with you. May Eng
troops be removed, may English ¢
sciences be spared, may Eng
Christians be roused from in
ference and that silence which is
acquiescence in evil'.

His death is a great loss to the m
lutionary movement and his servics
the cause of freedom in Namibia
Southern Africa will be respected by
forces of revolution and progress. &
Racism! Fight Imperialism! semgs
sympathy and solidarity %o O
Winter's friends, relafiees
comrades.

per square mile, in the Transkain = 122
square mile. Three distrc & owgd
have an estimated 3,000 per spssre =
The work which can be found withem
bantustans is very badly paid. In a sur
of Transkei villages, 95% of the ho
holds had a cash income of less than |
(£28) per month, (prices are comparabl
those in Britain) 50% had less than |
(£7) per month —this is in the
country in Africa.

The Pretoria government keeps
bantustans underdeveloped to ensure 1
economic dependence. Politically
militarily Pretoria runs the bantusi
through the medium of privileged bl
chiefs who are hated by black African
they co-operate with the racist regi
Their rule is enforced by South Afn
trained police and army.

Four bantustans — Transkei, Ver
Bophuthatswana and Ciskei —are 1
‘independent’. Acceptance of citizen:
of an ‘independent’ bantustan, whic
compulsory if Pretoria decides this is ¥
‘homeland’, means loss of South Afri
citizenship. This happened to 6 mil
blacks when Transkei became indepenc
in 1976. The recent deportation of bl
families (see FRFI September) fi
Nyanga (near Cape Town)to the Trans
a journey of 500 miles, was ‘justified
calling these families illegal immigra
Opposition within the bantustan 1o s
racist rules faces barbaric laws simila
those of the Pretoria Government. Ur
the Transkei Public Security Act 1
‘anyone propagating or dissemina
views that Transkei or other paris
Transkei should form another counir
part of another country will be guilty «
treasonable offence and liable to the de
penalty’.

Chris Fraser
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PRESS ASSOCIATION

Scarman on the RUC 1969:

. “‘Undoubtedly mistakes were made and certain individual officers acted
wrongly on occasions. But the general case of a partisan force
cooperating with Protestant mobs to attack Catholic people is devoid of
substance and we reject it utterly.’

Scarman on the Metropolitan Police 1981:

. “The direction and policies of the Metropolitan Police are not
racist ... The allegation that the police are the oppressive arm of aracist
state not only displays a complete ignorance of the constitutional
arrangements for controlling the police: it is an insult to the senior

officers of the force...

of a few officers on the streets.’

ord Scarman’s report on the Brixton
‘prising has drawn praise from many
arters — William Whitelaw, the police,
be Labour Party, TUC, CRE and the
ommunist Party’s Morning Star. Strange
dfellows, it might be thought. Not so.
are fundamentally united in their desire
b cover up the fact that the British police
and can only be a racist and repressive
bree of the British imperialist state. Scar-
Ban's report is another piece of ammuni-
m for them.

The ruling class has found Scarman'’s
st very useful in defending the police
d fobbing off their liberal critics like the
abour Party, CRE. These liberal critics
¢ worried that police violence and repres-
n provokes counter-violence from the
ressed. They believe that police ‘ex-
sses” should be curbed so that black
wh will not organise to fight them.
‘hile Scarman completely defends the
plice he also sings a soothing lullaby to
¢ liberal critics. And while they snooze
police stock up on CS Gas and carry on
eating, harassing and framing black
puth. More victims are added to the list of
pple murdered by them —Shofique
eah, killed by the Handsworth ‘commu-
v police’ is only the latest.

Scarman unequivocally defends the
plice. He flatly rejects the view (and
d calls it insulting) that the police are
oppressive arm of a racist state’. Their
ssponse to the rising of black youth was,
savs, 1o be ‘commended’. They

“Stood between our society [that is Lord
Scarman’s society] and a total collapse
of law and order.’

1 he cannot afford to totally ignore the
erwhelming evidence of police racism.
thus

“racial prejudice does manifest itself oc-
casionally in the behaviour of a few
pfficers on the streets’.

b not the police as a whole but a few ‘bad
oles’ are responsible for the racism
hich black people have suffered at the
nds of the police for years on end.

In the same way, Scarman denies that
state is racist:

“Institutional racism does not exist in
Britain’.

ow then can he explain the oppressed
psition of black people? -

“racial disadvantage and its nasty asso-
ciate racial discrimination have not yet
been eliminated.’

does not care to deal with immigration
strols, passport raids and deportations,
isonment of black people and police
wacks on their organisations. No, all this
swept under a thick carpet of Scarman’s
- about ‘discrimination’. No wonder
3¢ claptrap has been welcomed by the
me class and its liberal critics. For the
plice, whose murderous behaviour has
t=n exposed over recent months, it is a
cover-up. And for the liberals,

But racial prejudice does manifest itself occasionally in the behaviour

whose credulity knows no bounds, Scar-
man has pleased them by recognising that
racism exists and that some policemen are
racists.

Only one thing disturbs Scarman’s
peace of mind. He recognises the existence
of a threat to the society that has given him

his power, wealth and prestige. That threat '

is the increasingly revolutionary fightback
by black youth. Racial disadvantage, says
Scarman, is

‘a potent factor in unrest’
To ignore it is to

‘put the nation [Lord Scarman’s nation
that is] in peril.’

Equally, he says, to ignore the ‘loss of
confidence’ in the police among black
people is to run the risk of more uprisings.
That is why he recommends efforts to eli-
minate ‘racial disadvantage’. He wishes
for better housing, education, employ-
ment and social services. For more nur-
series and better schools. If wishes were
horses his feet would never touch ground
again. Scarman cannot afford to admit
that as long as capitalism exists poverty,
unemployment and racism will exist. And
with British imperialism in deep crisis, the

ruling class will (whatever Scarman’s.

‘wishes’) continue to load ever greater
burdens on to the working class and
deepen the oppression of black people.
Even Scarman recognises that his wishes
will not be fulfilled. Thus the question for

him is how to prevent the fightback by

black people against their intolerable
conditions becoming a major threat. He
would be quite willing to use violent
repression should it prove unavoidable.

But obviously he would prefer more subtle,

and less obviously brutal methods of con-
trol. One cynical suggestion he makes is to
raise up a small section of black people:

‘to secure a real stake in their commu-
nity chrough business and the profes-
sions is in my view of great importance if
future stability is to be secured.’

Let the mass of black people rot in poverty
if only a small section can be bought off to
act as the agents of capitalist society within
the black community, there to spread lies
and illusions.

On the police Scarman’s proposals are
of the same order. The major structures of
repression must by kept intact and im-
proved. Scarman is all in favour of stocks
of CS Gas and water cannon. The SPG
must be maintained. The use of stop and
search operations must be continued when
necessary. So it will be life as before for the
black youth with harassment, beatings and
frame-ups. But says Scarman let there be
better training for the police in being
tactful and non-racist. Let there be
‘liaison’ with the community. Let there be
visitors allowed into police stations like the
Boards of Visitors in prisons. Let there be

some ‘independent element’ in the now to-|

tally discredited complaints procedure.
What does it amount to? Simply that the
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police should better obscure their repres-
sive role under a coating of ‘liaison com-
mittees’ where the police can talk to ‘com-
munity leaders’ while simultaneously
crushing black youth on the streets. That
murder shall continue in police stations
but be sanctified by the same tongue-tied
reactionaries who make up the Boards of
Visitors in prisons.

Finally community policing is revealed
by Lord Scarman in its true light. A form
of police spying and control, an addition
to their armoury not, as the liberals would
have it, a non-repressive alternative. Scar-
man gives as an example of its uses police
participation in the planning of housing
estates. He refers to the ‘planners dream’
of Stockwell Park Estate built without
police advice and now very difficult to
police. It will be remembered that Stock-
well Park Estate and its balconies were
used to stone and petrol bomb the police
during the Brixton Uprising.

That Lord Scarman should be portrayed
by the ruling class and its press as a liberal
is eloquent testimony to the poverty and
spinelessness of the liberals in Britain.
That the TUC, Labour Party, CRE,
Morning Star etc should have had high

‘hopes of this man and welcomed his out-

pourings is but a sign of their own loyalty
to the racist British state that Scarman
defends.

But oppressed peoples and anti-imperi-
alists know Scarman well. In 1969 Scar-
man was asked by the then Labour Gov-
ernment to report on the street battles that
took place in nationalist areas of the Six

Counties of Ireland. The RUC and Orange
mobs mercilessly attacked these areas and
finally unable to quell the unrest the
Labour Government sent in the British
army. Scarman produced his report in
1972. He found that the RUC was not a
sectarian force. That its use of Browning
machine guns, its standing-by as Orange
mobs destroyed Catholic homes, its atroci-
ties, were all somewhat ‘misguided’ but re-
sulted from

‘the belief that they were dealing with an
armed uprising engineered by the IRA.’

The several murders committed by the
RUC did not trouble Lord Scarman. Their
murder of 61 year old Mr Corry was a re-
sult of ‘being in a very rough situation’.
The running over of one man as the RUC
drove along the pavement was ‘an error
of judgement in difficult circumstances’.
On the killing of Samuel McLarnon who
looked out of his window and was shot in
the head, Scarman found that the ‘police
were fired on first’. Even on the RUC
batoning to death Mr McCloskey, Scar-
man found that he had a thin skull and was
“unlucky to die’.
)., With such’work behind him the British
‘ruling class could safely call on Lord
Scarman to defend the police. He has done
his job well. But let Lord Scarman not
sleep too easily. Out of the events in
Ireland he so successfully covered up the
IRA was reborn.

Maxine Williams

COMMUNITY
POLICE
MURDER

Thombhill Road Police Station in
Handsworth has become the
centre of attention for the

. community policing project which

has supposedly brought ‘peace
and understanding’ between the
police and the community. That is
according to Superintendent
Webb and the bourgeois press
who are backing him in his bid to
become the next MP for
Handsworth.
This ‘understanding’ has meant continued
police brutality as in the cases of Angus
Williams and Glenford Reid; political
frame-ups as in the case of Dave Butchere;
police infiltration into and control of
community projects; control exercised
through the cooperation of so-called
community leaders like James Hunte.
Now the ‘community police’ have
turned to murder —and not a murmur of

protest has been heard from these so-called
community leaders. The victim, Shofique
Meah, aged 43, was getting ready for work
when police burst into his home and
accused him of stealing £20. He was taken
to Thornhill Road Police Station. Within
one hour he was dead. The authorities
claim that he died of an epileptic fit. His
doctors say he never suffered from epi-
lepsy in his life and was perfectly fit at the
time of his arrest. His family saw bruising
and swelling around his forehead when
they saw his body.

The Coroners Inquest was held in mid-
November and the Coroner, in keeping
with their usual cover-ups of deaths in
custody, said that the bruising on Sho-
fique’s nose and head was trivial and had
nothing to do with his death. Nobody
familiar with the reality of ‘community
policing’ in Birmingham will be fooled by
such a blatant cover-up.

Marie Jay

STAY
HERE

FIGHT

Caribbean House has launched a
scheme — the Homeward Bound
Fund — to finance West Indians
wishing to return there. This
scheme has received much
favourable publicity from the
racist media.

It is no surprise that the British ruling clas
and its press should promote such :
scheme. It comes at a time when the deep
ening oppression of black people has give:
rise to a wave of uprisings led by blacl
youth and drawing in sections of whit
youth, Desperate to prevent that struggl
the state is using every means at its disposa
from outright repression on the streets anc
in the courts to immigration laws whicl
split black families and deport blach
people.

But such repression leads to further res
istance. So it is clear why the ruling clas:
should welcome the Homeward Bounc
Fund. Under the guise of ‘helping’ blac}
people they are in fact using the condition:
they have imposed in racist Britain to drive
us out of the country. For there is nothing
voluntary about such repatriation. Racs
attacks, police brutality, unemploymen:
and poverty add up to the reasons whick
drive some black people to this so-callec
voluntary choice.

It is no coincidence that Home Secretary
William Whitelaw is a patron of Caribbean
House and therefore a party to this
scheme. On the one hand he sanction:
police terror in Brixton and signs the
deportation orders against black people
whilst on the other hand he promotes this
reactionary scheme to encourage black
people to leave Britain. Likewise the racisi
newspapers publicising the scheme have
consistently attacked black people anc
denied the existence of racism. Now sud-
denly they have discovered that racism
does exist —but only to suggest that the
answer is for black people to leave the
country.

The scheme’s spokesman, Ashton Gib-
son, gave the game away when he said that
poverty was an easier condition to ‘bear’ in
the West Indies than in Britain. Those who
are pushing this scheme have one main
concern —that black people should ‘bear’
their oppression rather than fight it. And
especially that they should not fight it in
Britain!

Let nobody be misled by Ashton Gibson
and other supporters of such schemes. In
Birmingham marches are organised for
‘peace, love and repatriation’ and behind
them lie such despicable figures as IJill
Knight MP. Behind the Homeward Bound
scheme lie the racist Whitelaws and the rest
of the ruling class who, if all else fails to
crush the struggle being led by black
people in Britain, would favour forced
repatriation.

The answer to the racists was shouted
loud and clear on the Black People’s Day of
Action HERE TO STAY! HERE TO
FIGHT!

K Ace Kelly



LIVERPOOL

The case of Peter Leonard

In the early hours of 29 July Peter Leonard had stopped to watch the upris-
ing against the police. There was a police charge and he was caughtupin
the panic. He turned to run but stopped as he had done nothing. This was
a matter of complete indifference to the police who batoned him across
the head. As he fell more policemen attacked him with boots and batons.
He was taken to Bridewell. Bailed the next day he had to be rushed to
hospital. His injuries were so bad that several people who saw him in

court thought he had been hit by a car. The hospital found that he had a

broken nose, finger and rib and extensive brusing to the head, back and
legs. Marks on his back were consistent with a beating from the sort of
stick carried by police Inspectors and above. He could not stand and was
hospitalised for 24 hours. He suffered great pain and couldn’t walk for

several weeks.

In Brief

Guerrilla warfare and community
policing. '

Whilst Chief Murderer Oxford cobbles
together his plans for community
policing, guerrilla warfare continues in
Liverpool 8. For most of the first week
of December, there were nightly
battles in Falkner, whilst on the night
of 30 November, yet another policeman
was hospitalised as a result of an
ambush in Solway Street. It is to pre-
vent all this that Oxford has devised his
proposals for having older officers
patrol the area on foot, based on Hope
Street. ‘Community policing’ is just a
grand phrase for establishinga system
of touts providing information through
‘friendly contact'. It is of course older
officers who are most experienced at
getting information in this informal
and apparently harmless way. There is
no doubt that this will fail in Liverpool
8. Quite apart from anything else, older
policemen can't run as fast when
escaping from the front-line youth.

Murderers Charged with
Manslaughter

In a coldly calculated political move two
Liverpool policemen have been charged
with the manslaughter of Davy Moore.
The timing of this announcement was
no accident. It came a few days before a
public meeting organised by Oxford to
giscuss his ‘community policing’ pro-
posals with community representa-
tives. It was an obvious attempt to
entice as many representatives as pos-
sible to the meeting.

So obvious that it failed. Nobody was
deceived by such a public relations
exercise other than those who wanted
to be deceived. After all the charge is
not even murder — which Oxford and the
Merseyside police are guilty of —it is
only manslaughter and every attempt
will be made to ensure that charges are
lost. And every attempt will be made to
legitimise the terror tactics which
resulted in Davy Moore’s death, those of
driving armoured vans and jeeps at
people.

Despite an orchestrated campaign of
press support, Oxford's meeting was a
failure. Led by the Liverpool 8 Defence
Committee, 10 Community organisa-
tions boycotted it.

Repression in Liverpool 8

Leroy Cooper, whose arrest sparked
off the uprising, has been sentenced to
Borstal.

- Ken Griffin, the youth who was sexu-
ally assaulted by police following his
arrest, appeared in court in mid-
December. Not surprisingly he was
found guilty by Magistrates and fined
£100 and given a three month sus-
pended sentence.

In court on a charge of threatening behav-
ijour he was more fortunate, Police wit-
nesses were so obviously lying that the
Magistrate had to call an end to the trial
despite his reluctance to do so. The police
sent one officer into the stand, PC Roy
Goulden. He claimed to have seen Peter
pick up astone, dropit and run into a blind
alley where he arrested him. At notime, he
said, was Peter out of his sight for more
than two seconds. So how did he come by
his injuries? PC Goulden didn’t know —
perhaps, he said, in the two seconds Peter

was out of sight. He was also questioned
about the ‘blind alley’. Magistrate,
defence and prosecution went to the area
and searched in vain for this non-existent
blind alley.

The other witness offered by the police
was their duty ‘doctor’ in the Bridewell
that night. For him his Hippocratic oath
counts for much less than his salary from
the Merseyside police. All he had in his
notes on Peter were references to bruising
and a scalp wound. How, he was asked,
had he missed out on the broken nose, rib
and other injuries? He refused to answer.
That this doctor is not only a liar but also a
racist should be known. That same night in
the Bridewell he examined Donna McKoy
and noticing stretch marks on her back
called his assistant over and said ‘Look at
these tribal marks here’.

Peter Leonard had to be acquitted —and
he is one of the very few who have been
since July. The lies of the police were just
too transparent for the court to get away
with rubber stamping them this time.

Robert Clough

Political trial in
Leeds

On 30 November the trial of six of the eight youths facing charges relating
to the July uprising in Chapeltown began at Leeds Crown Court. That it

‘was to be a political trial was made very clear by the opening remarks of

the Prosecution. It was said that during the trial there would be references

to the WRP, unemployment and ho

using conditions in Chapeltown and

the IRA. But, said the Prosecution, the cause of the ‘riots’ was not the
concemn of the trial. So while the political activities of the defendants will
beusedaspanoftheirame-upagainstmem,merealcausesofthe
Uprising — police brutality and racism — will go unmentioned.

Charged with making petrol bombs and
other serious charges these youths will face
long sentences if found guilty. And the
state is determined that they will be found
guilty. One of the six, Malcolm Bouch, has
been framed because of his links with the
WRP. At the time he was alleged by the
police to be making petrol bombs he wasin
fact eating Sunday dinner with his father.
The case against another of the six,
Michael Fahy consists of Detective
Sergeant Lodge’s ‘evidence’ that Fahy is
Irish and was seen on a march in Leeds in
support of the hunger strikers. Amongst
the questions the police asked Fahy after
his arrest was ‘Was it your intention to

Defend
Thornton -
Heath 15

The state’s case against the
Thornton Heath 15, seven of
whom are charged with murder,
shows the sharp distinction
between the state’s treatment of
black people and its lenient
treatment of racist attackers.
The police and the courts openly connive
in racist attacks on black people. In
Thornton Heath police told fascist
attackers who had used bottles and air
guns to attack black people, to clear off
and take their weapons with them.

But when a fightback by black youth
began the police launched a wave of intimi-
dation. Unable to identify individual

help cause a riot because you believed it
would help the cause of the IRA?

Several of those on trial have already
spent lengthy periods in custody. And this
‘trial’ is already showing itself to be the
usual mixture of politics and fiction that
the British state manufactures when it
‘wants to lock people away.

CM

Stop Press: On 16 December Malcolm
Bouch was sentenced to 4 years in prison
and Michael Fahy to 2 years. One of the
! other youths also received a two year pri-
son sentence and another a Borstal sen-
tence.

youths to make an example of, the police
siezed 15 people. Then with the assistance
of the Director of Public Prosecutions,
obtained a rare Bill of Indictment to rush
the case unexamined through the Magis-
trates Court.

Disregard for evidence was accompan-
ied by police intimidation of prisoners and
their defence campaign. The 15 were sub-
ject to Category A status while on remand,
with convoys of police escorting them to
hearings. The police entered the premises
of the defence campaign, using Electricity
Board men as a cover, and defence cam-
paign documents mysteriously disap-
peared.

The police have no interest except that
of breaking the defence of black people
from fascist attacks. While the murder of
13 black children in New Cross is not even
admitted to be a murder, while the racist
who fired the Khan’s house in East Lon-
don, killing Mrs Khan and her children,
walks free —the state relentlessly pursues
its case against the Thornton Heath 15

PB

Bradford Demonstration 12 December

BRADFORD

April

12

trial

In the period before their trial the state has continued to deny the Brad
12 the right to take part in political activity including their own defe
campaign. The harsh conditions of bail, curfews and regular signing
the police station continue. Many of the 12 are under constant police

veiliance.

In early December the 12 applied at Leeds
Crown Court to have the trial switched to
Bradford. But the authorities refused
knowing that the support for the 12 which
exists in Bradford would be an obstacle to
the frame-up. The trial will begin in Leeds
on 26 April. Refusing to lift the bail restric-
tions, ‘Justice’ Mustill looked at a defence
campaign leaflet and said the 12 would not
be allowed to take part in the campaign
‘for their own protection’. In fact, the
strongest campaign in defence of the 12is
their only protection and it is this that the
state is trying to prevent.

Despite this, a successful demonstration
of almost 2000 people was held in Brad-
ford on 12 December. Led by the banner of
the United Black Youth League, the march
was headed by militant black youth. Many
people joined the march along its route.
FRFI supporters from London, Wales, the
Midlands and North West formed a large
contingent chanting ‘Belfast Bradford —
Free the Prisoners Now!”

The youth at the head of the march
halted for several minutes outside the main
police station and demonstrated their
hatred of the police. Senior police present
were visibly unnerved. Fascists who ven-
tured near the march were spat on and
chased away.

At the rally following the march
speakers including Avtar J ouhl (IWA GB)
and Anwar Ditta pledged support for the
12. Anwar Ditta told the rally ‘If we win
this one we can win them all’. She scath-

ingly attacked the British governmen
its hypocrisy. Mrs Thatcher oozed

pathy for Sakharov’s daughter-in-ias
what about the black families split
the British government as her own
been? She urged people to come ow
join the struggle. Messages of su
were received from many organiss
including Iranian anti-imperialists. Fi
message, accompanied by a £62 dons
pledged full support and said tha
determination shown by the Irish o
and by the youth in July was the

determination and spirit that wouk
the Bradford 12.

BB

Bradford — Special Branch at |

On the 12 December demonsiraisnms
port of the Bradford 12an FRFIsap
was handing out leaflets about the d
campaign. Suddenly 2 man who =
himself as a policeman demandes 5
porter’s name and address. The -
Branch man said that he was 1aking
because the police were considerin
secuting those handing out leafle
contempt of court. The suppories
anded the policeman’s identificatic
having noted his name — David Wi
—told this police spy to clear off.
Now it appears that even hands
leaflets is an offence. So much for
cratic rights in glorious Britain.

Racist murder

On Friday 20 November Mohammed Arif, an Asian taxi-driver, was b
murdered. Yet again a black brother has been cut down and yet aga
police are covering up the fact that this vile attack was carried o
racist thug. Mohammed Arif died from the horrific injuries he receiv
slashed throat and multiple stab wounds. He leaves behind a wife ar

young children.

Mohammed Arif was sent by his firim,
Metro Taxis, to pick up the customer who
subsequently carried out this fatal attack.
A middle-aged white man, Thomas Allen
has been charged with the murder
although the lying West Yorkshire Police
say there was no racial motive for the
attack. After a murder of such barbarity
the police have simply said this was ‘arob-
bery gone wrong'. It should be known that
Thomas Allen has been seen distributing
fascist and racist propaganda. He was
once a member of the Foreign Legion and
had unsuccessfully applied to be an imperi-
alist mercenary in Angola. FRFI readers
will not be surprised to learn that the man
in charge of the police cover-up is Detec-
tive Superintendent Holland - well known
for his racist views and architect of the
Bradford 12 frame-up.

But the Asian community in Bradford is

well aware that this was a racisi
have shown their grief and anger
streets. On 27 November a proce
nearly 400 people led by a 200 yard
of taxis marched in silent proie
march went to the street
Mohammed Arif had lived and th:
was broken by the sobs of his fathe
then the mood changed and the =
surged towards the city centre «
“Who killed Mohammed Arif—
Racists!’ The police tried to stop tF
going to the city but the militar
were determined and the police
back down.

On 29 November a second mars
people took place and was equal
ant. One youth shouted:

“The only way we will get jusi
taking the law into our own ha

Jenefer Thomas
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Hackney family attacked

n 7 November a black family — Mrs Knight and her
== daughters — were subjected to a vicious attack by
pk= Newington police.

Mrs Knight was beaten and thrown into a police van,
were her two daughters. The attack on Mrs Knight
® her with injuries to the head, arms, thigh and a cut
c= that required stitching. All three were subjected to
ist abuse.

Mr= Knight was fingerprinted and photographed.

e=perate to return to her six year old daughter (who
see had left alone in her flat), she was forced to signa
sce-concocted statement . Mrs Knight was charged

ih breach of the peace and threatening behaviour,
mifer Knight with grievous bodily harm.

In court heavy bail conditions including Jennifer

g forbidden to live at home were imposed. The
sont Defence Committee has held a picket of the
. and a Day of Action in protest.

essages of support, donations and requests for infor-

gtion should be sent to:
ght Defence Campaign

Rectory Road, London N16 (telephone: 254 1193)

Bangladeshi Workers Strike

e 180 mainly Bangladeshi workers at the Keller Sona
ttory in East London have suffered disgusting
ditions, little heating, a dustbin of a canteen, filthy
eis and a basic wage of £49.50 a week. In April they
hed the TGWU. Management refused to even recog-
g the union until a member, Shoker Uddin, was burnt
gezth in an incinerator in the factory.

00 1 December the workers went on strike putting a
hour picket on the factory. To the FRFI supporters
o went to the picket the workers told of the

gement threat to close down the factory if the
k= continued.
did not move the Keller Sona workers.
€ December the workers’ determination had forced
ncessions on better conditions and an extra £12 on
basic wage.

Errol Madden:shameless
e cover-up

r this year, Errol Madden, a 19 year old black
.was arrested and charged with stealing a toy car
ich he had just bought. Despite the fact that he actu-
had the receipt with him, police officers David
jbor= and Stephen Hollowell forced him to sign a
'ession. Due to publicity the police were eventually
c=d to call in the Police Complaints Board. The
nplaints board found that Errol was subjected to
= ‘distinctly unprofessional behaviour’ but it
cluded that it was merely ‘an extraordinary mistake’
um to be accused of stealing his own property! The
pariment of Public Prosecutions found that there
s ‘msufficient evidence' to bring criminal charges
wnst any of the officers involved. Instead, they are to
s=wwe some ‘strict advice’ on the 'standards expected

members of the Metropolitan police’.

iz Adamson

Police prepare for war

e liberals waffle on about community policing the
= prepare for war.

Chief Constable of Manchester, James Anderton has
stted that police drove vans 3 abreast into the
ds in Moss Side. The same tactic killed Davy

ore in Liverpool. Anderton found it justified and
ent. Remarkably he claimed it was not meant to
idate anyone.

The same Anderton has just issued a commendation

the thugs in blue in Manchester for their work during
Uprising. It will be pinned up in all police stations

d ends with the words

is impossible for us not to win.’

lames Jardine, spokesman for the Police Feder-
on. who last month shocked everyone by calling for
independent complaints procedure against the
e, has changed his mind. He now wants to exclude
cases where possible criminal charges might arise
= the independent procedure and leave them to the
= to ‘investigate’ themselves.

Youth workers against youth

cently five supporters of FRFI spent some evenings
pting the youth clubs in North London to sell FRFI
# build support for a meeting on the Bradford 12.
t one youth club there was a lively discussion under
between young people at the club and FRFI
worters when the Youth Leader in Chief arrived. She
& furious at the scene which met her eyes and
fded it was not suitable for ‘her’ club. The young
cx people selling FRFI found themselves having to
Fend their right to speak to their brothers and sisters
Screeching hatred and defending the police the
goried youth workers who now arrived on the scene
d to be members of the SWP. They forbade the
supporters to ever come back to ‘their’ club. This
ioite of the fact that the young people were insisting
they wanted the discussion to continue.
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Dee the
Khan family

On Saturday 5 December at very short notice,
one hundred Asian workers held a rally in
Longsight to defend the Khan family from
the threat of deportation.

The Khans are the focus of the latest attack on black
people by the racist Home Office. Mr Khan came to
Britain in 1972 when he was 13 years old. Now
according to the Home Office he is an illegal
immigrant. The Home Office case against Mrs Khan is
that she ‘concealed the material fact’ that her husband
was an illegal immigrant when she came to Britain to
marry him. The fact that she had no knowledge of this
so-called facl is irrelevant to the Home Office.

The Home Office has not seen it necessary lo
construcl a case against the Khans’ British-born
children. So Imran, 16 months old, and Irfan, 3
months old, are to have the ‘freedom’ to stay in
Britain as their parents are deported. For the racisl
British government black people have no right to
family life.

But the people of Longsight are determined to stop
the deportation of the Khan family. As an Asian man
speaking at the rally said:

‘We tell the English government that we are
standing to fight together with Mr Khan.’

The rally was so successful that it formed into an
impromptu march under the banner Defend the Khan
Samily. The people marched through Longsight
chanting: ‘Deportation No Way! Khan family here to
slay’.

Only a massive defence campaign will prevent the
deportation of the Khans. A demonstration is planned
for 19 December and a vigil for 1 January. People are
urged to come to meetings of the Defence Committee
every Wednesday at 6pm in Longsight Library.

Defend the Khan family!
Smash all immigration controls!

Malik Sivam

STOP PRESS

The document below is one of several top secret
Iranian Minstry of foreign affairs memoranda ob-
tained by Iranian anti-imperialists and now pub-
lished in English by MSS (Supporters of the PMOI).
They prove beyond doubt that the Khomeini regime is
engaged in a systematic, widespread and well-funded
campaign of surveillance and -intimidation against
Iranian revolutionaries abroad.

Islamic Republic of Iran
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Office of the under secretary for cultural and consular

affairs I\
T

Ref No: 17/523/10/4458
In the name of the Almighty

Date: 12 August 1981
Circular to all diplomatic missions of the Islamic
Republic of Iran abroad.

According to the Cabinet decision approved on 8
August 1981 the sum of one billion rials (£6.5m) will be
allocated to the consulates abroad. This sum is to be
distributed among Hezbollahis who are coming out of
Iran under the name of students so that they disrupt
meetings of counter revolutionary and anti-Islamic
students.

It is clear that general guidelines will be issued in a
separale letter with the appropriate budgets for each
consulate.

Under secretary for cultural and consular affairs.

Javad Mansouri

SORDID
SQUABBLE

The sordid squabble taking place in the
Labour party over who should or should not
become an MP (the ‘Tatchell Affair’), over
who should or should not be allowed to
join (the ‘Tariq Ali Affair’) is not the historic
battle middle class socialists suggest. It is
but one more stage in the wrangle over
which careerist clique should control the
irredeemably reactionary Labour Party and
get the best paid jobs. That it will remain
racist and pro-imperialist whether
controlled by the right or the left is not in
doubt.

The left, gathered around Mr Benn, who are now chal-
lenging the right for control over the Labour Party,
are equally racist, pro-imperialist and anti-Soviet.
They have all opposed the Republican Movement,
they all opposed the uprising of British youth this
summer and today they stand united in supporting
imperialist assaults against socialist Poland.

Mr Tatchell, a Benn fan, was described by Foot and
his cohorts as a bloodcurdling Bolshevik. He is no-
thing of the sort. He is a lypical middle class socialist —
a pacifist, an anti-Soviet, in search of a Parliamentary
career. Mr Tariq Ali, another Benn fan, who has just
been denied entry into the Labour Party is of the same
ilk. He too wishes to spend his middle age in search of
a Parliamentary career. As for Militant Tendency,
who are now subject to an inquiry — the only militant
thing about them is their militant anti-Irish-Republi-
canism and militant racism.

The absurdity of the whole business is that Tatchell,
Aliand Militant all deserve a place in the Labour Party
—a stinking refuge for assorted careerists and oppor-
tunists both of the left and right.

EB

LEEDS 3
VICTORY

The campaign in defence of the Leeds 3,
arrested while selling FRFI door-to-door,
scored a significant victory in the courts.
Two of the three, Bill Bolloten and Gordon
Teal were successful in appealing against
convictions on charges of breach of the
peace, obstruction and peddling without a
licence.

From the outset the defence campaign fought for the
right to sell socialist literature. The police, determined
to censor FRFI, did their utmost to get the convictions
upheld. But their case fell apart in the face of deter-
mined questioning by defence barrister Courtnay
Griffiths. One prosecution witness deeply embarrass-
ed the police when she admitted that the police —in an
obvious attempt to discredit FRFI — had told her that
money collected for FRFI was spent in pubs by the
sellers. Police ineffectually tried to deny this, blushing
as they lied.

Equally absurd was the police attempt to claim that
a breach of the peace might have taken place if shop-
pers from the shop at the end of road where the arrests
took place had ventured towards the sellers. Unfortu-
nately for the police their two witnesses then disagreed
as to whether the shop was even open.

The most potentially dangerous charge, that of ped-
dling without a licence, was dismissed after Courtnay
Griffiths recounted the history of the charge which
was used in the nineteenth century to harass dispos-
sessed peasants.

This victory —a rare one — was brought about by a
determined defence campaign, with thousands of leaf-
lets, publicity and donations from the public. Local
NCCIL members observed the appeal as did a County
Councillor. Residents of Chapeltown warmly greeted
the FRFI sellers when they returned soon after the
appeal to the area of the arrests to carry on making
sure that the residents of Chapeltown can buy and
read FRFI.

GT
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YOP slave
labour

continued from page one

the scheme was only that it would ‘destroy essential
goodwill between young people, emplovers and edu-
cationalists’. No doubt Len Murray feels enormous
‘goodwill’ to the capitalist system which has granted
him his privileged position in society. The youth will
not share that ‘goodwill” either to the capitalists or to
the labour movement which has failed to fight
unemployment and accepted the massive redundan-
cies giving rise to today’s youth unemployment. Len
Murray and his labour movement care not a fig for the
young, the unemployed or black people. They care
only for the narrow, selfish interests of a privileged
layer of the working class.

The YOPs programme, precursor of the new Youth
Training scheme, has already proved to be merely a
form of social control with the added bonus of a
potential source of cheap labour for the capitalists. In
YOPs workshops safety standards are appalling and
already casualty figures of youths maimed and killed
are mounting. FRFI is confident that just as the youth
took up the struggle for democracy on the streets last
summer, so will they fight against this latest plan to
enslave them through *Youth Training’ schemes.
From their ranks the organisation required Lo fight
this system — its police, courts and ‘Training Schemes’
will arise.

Maxine Williams

WAR AGAINST
APARTHEID

continued from page one.

Then Seretse Choabi rose to speak for the ANC.
The anniversary of Umkhonto was, he said, a day of
commemoration, but it was also a day of rededication
to the struggle to win the demands of the Freedom
Charter —the programme of the South African rev-
olution. The most important clause of that document,
which had been drawn up by the people themselves,
was that which stated:

“The wealth of our country, the heritage of all South

Africans, shall be restored to the people.’

It was for this end that thousands of youth had joined
Umkhonto we Sizwe. The people did not want war
and violence. But they had been left no choice by the
violence and war of the apartheid regime. As a result
Umkhonto had now gained the support of the over-
whelming majority of black people. Mothers now
chided their naughty children with the words ‘Wait
until Umkhonto arrive, they’ll see to you’, because
they see MK as the disciplined representatives of the
people. In a speech punctuated by enthusiastic
applause, Seretse Choabi placed the ANC’s and
Umkhonto’s struggle in its international anti-
imperialist context:

“The real enemy of our people are not the white
settlers in South Africa. No. The real enemy is here
in London. The real enemy is in New York. The
white settlers in South Africa are only the caretakers
for imperialist interests in South Africa.’

At this point the hall burst into tumultuous applause.
Other speakers at the rally included a representative of
the ANC Youth Section, Pragassan Naicker and Bob
Hughes MP, for the AAM, in addition to which were
solidarity messages from many organisations includ-
ing of course Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!

The rally ended with the ANC choir singing and
reciting Umkhonto we Sizwe’s history and its escalat-
ing military effectiveness. The entire evening
confirmed that the ANC and Umkhonto we Sizwe
founded on the mass resistance of black people in
South Africa was part of the international anti-
imperialist struggle. Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!
in its statement of solidarity to the rally wrote:

“The audacious and devastating blows delivered by
Umkhonto we Sizwe have struck fear into the apar-
theid regime and its main prop British imperialism.
Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! hails the freedom
fighters of Umkhonto we Sizwe and is fully con-
fident that the combined might of the ANC and its
army Umkhonto we Sizwe will topple and desiroy
apartheid.’

Death to Racist South Africa!
Victory to the ANC and the people’s
army, Umkhonto we Sizwe!

Eddie Abrahams



COMMUNIST TRADITION
ON IRELAND

PART NINE

- REVOLUTIONARY

The demands of the nationalist minority for basic democratic
rights could not be satisfied without destroying the very found-
ation of the loyalist state. The statelet was unreformable. The
attempt to buy off the nationalist rebellion with cosmetic reforms
could not succeed. As nationalist resistance refused to subside,
the intervention of British imperialism in the Six Counties more
and more assumed the character of open warfare against the
nationalist minority. What for the nationalist minority began as a
struggle to reform the Six Counties was now to turn into a revolu-
tionary war to smash the loyalist state, end Partition and drive
British imperialism out of Ireland. As British imperialism
increasingly turned to institutionalised terror to break the resis-
tance of the nationalist minority, so that minority gave greater and
greater support to the army that defended it — the Provisional IRA.

Many incidents over the next six months were to con-
firm this trend. On 31 July 1970, in New Lodge Road
Belfast, Danny O’Hagan was shot dead. Local people
insisted that he was unarmed after the British army
had tried to justify the shooting by saying a petrol
bomb had been found on the ground by his side. All
too often the nationalist minority were to hear similar
British army lies to cover up cold-blooded murder.

In this period the British army made regular use of
the Criminal Justice Act introduced in July 1970. This
Act gave mandatory six months prison sentences for
offences associated with rioting, including ‘behaviour
likely to cause a breach of the peace’. One of its first
victims was Frank Gogarty, a former chairman of the
Civil Rights Association. He was arrested when tape-
recording sounds of a disturbance taking place on 1
August 1970in Belfast. Stopped by an army patrol, he
was thrown against a wall, searched, kicked, sworn at
and thrown into a jeep. His offence was to shout ‘Stop
kicking me, you British bastard’. For that, he got a six
months sentence in Crumlin Road Gaol. Another nat-
jonalist, a Belfast docker, John Benson, got six
months for writing a slogan ‘No tea here’ on the wall
of his street. Between August and December 1970 a
stream of nationalist youth involved in skirmishes
with the army got the mandatory six months sentence
under the Criminal Justice Act, many on the perjured
evidence of British troops.

With the British army stepping up its attacks and
harassment of the nationalist minority, anti-Unionist
politicians soon began to realise that support was rap-
idly slipping away from them and their programme of
reform through the Stormont parliament. In an
attempt to contain this development, six anti-Unionist
MPs came together on 21 August 1970 to form a new
party, the Social Democratic and Labour Party
(SDLP). The SDLP supported the eventual reunifi-
cation of Ireland but argued that it could not be
achieved by violent means. The names of the founding
members of the SDLP read like aroll call of those who
for the next 12 years were to spend most of their energy
attempting to divert nationalist support away from the
Provisional IRA — Gerry Fitt, Paddy Devlin, Austin
Currie, John Hume, Ivan Cooper and Paddy O’Han-
lon. This party, the voice of the Catholic middle class
in the Six Counties, was supported by the 26 Counties
government and financed by Southern Irish
businessmen. The Dublin government not only
supported this development but shared the SDLP’s
hatred for the Provisional IRA. By the end of 1970,
the Dublin government had already rounded up and
gaoled many Republicans. In December 1970, Lynch,
after press rumours of plots to kidnap Dublin gov-
ernment ministers, even threatened to re-introduce
internment without trial. This clearly would have
given great encouragement to both the SDLP and the
Loyalists in the Six Counties.

The SDLP, however, did not speak for the mation-
alist working class. Increasingly, the Provisional IRA

did, and they were rapidly recruiting the nationalist
youth to their ranks. Small scale sabotage operations,
striking at communications and power supplies, and
retaliatory actions against British troops by the Pro-
visional IRA built up towards the end of 1970.

In the Ballymurphy area of Belfast, where British
troops were permanently stationed, skirmishes
between the nationalist youth and the British army
were frequent occurrences. On 11 January 1971 a
major confrontation broke out.

Ballymurphy is a stmn%nat.@palist area, where the
Provisionals were in the process of training hundreds
of new recruits. The last thing they wanted, at this
stage, was a major confrontation with the British
army. The activities of the youth were, however,
inviting a large scale occupation of the area by British
troops. And the Provisional IRA took steps to cool
down the situation. They had almost succeeded in
doing this when, on 14 January, 700 troops invaded
the area to carry out a house-to-house search of the
Ballymurphy estate.

The situation immediately blew up again. Guns,
petrol bombs and sulphuric acid were used by resi-
dents on the estate to resist the invasion of their area.
One soldier was wounded. Republicans warned the
army to withdraw if the situation was not to reach a
point of no return. It took another two days before the
Provisional IRA was able to end the confrontation
and bring the situation under its control.

During the Ballymurphy confrontation an
approach was made by the British army to the Belfast
Brigade of the Provisional IRA. Contact had been
made on a number of occasions before the latest
events blew up. A meeting took place, with the con-
sent of the Provisional leadership, during which the
British army representatives agreed that there would
be no activity by their own forces or the RUC in cer-
tain areas of Belfast. Control of community peace in
those areas was to be left to the IRA.

Despite the fact that the British forces could not be
trusted for very long, this agreement had the merit of
not forcing the Provisional IRA into a premature con-
frontation with the British army. It also meant that
nationalist areas were seen to be policed successfully
by the IRA. Republican courts were set up and in
many areas petty crime was significantly reduced. The
Provisional IRA was beginning to emerge as a Peoples
Army.

The war begins

After the Ballymurphy events, pressure on Chich-
ester-Clark from the Loyalist side began to build up.
Already in August 1970 Paisley and Craig had called
for the re-arming of the RUC, the re-introduction of
the B-Specials and internment. And at the end of Nov-
ember the influential Belfast County Grand Orange
Lodge passed a motion of no confidence in the gov-
ernment. On 18 January 1971 Chichester-Clark saw
Maudling and demanded more troops, more arrests

and a military offensive against the IRA. He got a
declaration from Maudling, that the army ‘may now
take the offensive’ against the IRA. On 25 January
170 delegates of the Ulster Unionist Council, the
Unionist party’s main body, not satisfied with the dec-
laration, called on Chichester-Clark to resign. On 27
January Craig announced in Stormont that two RUC
men had been surrounded by a nationalist crowd in
the Clonard area and had been told by members of the
Provisional IRA to leave if they valued their lives.
They were rescued by British troops who, after
escorting them out of the area, advised them to stay
out. This, according to Craig, was proof of British
army complicity in *No-go’ areas. Pressure was now
building up for the British army to act.

On 3 February 1971, on the orders of General
Farrar-Hockley, a force of the Second Royal Anglians
cordoned off and searched the Ardoyne and Clonard
areas. Crowds gathered and fights broke out with the
troops. At lunchtime that day, in the Clonard area,
the predominantly loyalist workers from the nearby
Mackie’s engineering works came out onto the streets
and began to abuse and jeer at the nationalist crowds,
throwing ball-bearings and other missiles at them. The
army and the RUC deliberately turned their backs on
the loyalist attackers and confronted the nationalist
crowds. After the Mackie’s workers had gone back to
work, the army decided to clear them off the streets by
roaming up and down the streets in their jeeps. At least
two people were knocked down and injured. Two
nights of the fiercest battles the British army had faced
in Belfast followed. Eight soldiers were wounded by
gun-fire and one by a gelignite bomb.

On 5 February Farrar-Hockley went on television
and said that the area had been searched because of
evidence that ‘it harbours members of the IRA Pro-
visionals’. He proceeded to name five men who he
claimed were members of the Provisional IRA. He
failed to mention the fact that these were the men with
whom the British army had been having talks.

There were no more talks. An agreement had been
broken, and the Provisionals had publicly stated that
further repression against nationalist areas would be
met by force. From defence of nationalist areas and
limited sabotage operations, the Provisional IRA
moved onto the offensive —into a more determined
phase of retaliation.

On 6 February 1971 a British army patrol was
ambushed in the New Lodge Road in Belfast. Gunner
Robert Curtis was shot dead and four other soldiers
were wounded, one who later died. This was the first
time in almost fifty years that a British soldier had
been killed in action by the IRA.

That same night, in the Old Park area, UVF snipers

began firing from a loyalist street into a »
nationalist street. Residents asked British troc
take some action against the sniping. They ref
During this attack on a nationalist arez Fam Soun
a company officer of the Third B

Berazhoe [EA
killed. When the British army dad become mmwal
was to shoot dead an unarmed man, Barney W
member of Sinn Fein.

Next day, Chichester-Clark west om fcfiewssa
announced that ‘Northern Ireland = & war w
Irish Republican Army Provisionals™.

On 9 February the funerals of the two Repub
killed took place. After the traditional volley hac
fired over Jim Saunders’ coffin and a guard of b«
formed round the hearse, British troops tried 10
the street and interfere. Hundreds of furious ¢
surrounded them and drove them out of the are
funeral of Barney Watt was attacked by Loyalis
the tricolour draping the coffin was seized
funeral processions of both men were follow
immensc crowds.

Almost every day now the British army ar
RUC cordoned off and searched nationalist -
harassing and beating up the residents. These
also had to face sectarian attacks from Loyalist
nationalist minority replied with stones and
bombs, and the IRA with bombs and guns. So
the most blatantly corrupt judicial decisions
place in the courts in this period. When Repu
supporters picketed courts, they were arrested a
mandatory gaol sentences. Loyalist counter-de
trators were left alone. A loyalist dealer in illega
got a suspended sentence whereas a natic
labourer, Joseph Downey, was gaoled for a ye
shouting ‘You shower of bastards, up the IRA’
Orange parade passed by.

On 27 February two RUC men were shot deac
savage clashes between nationalist crowds an
police and army in the Ardoyne. On 10 March
Scottish soldiers were found dead in a dit
unexplained circumstances. Both the Provision:
Official IRA denied having any responsibility. 1
ist pressure on Chichester-Clark increased. He
demanded more troops, greater repression incl
troops permanently stationed in nationalist area
British government could not meet his require:
and on 20 March he resigned.

On 23 March 1971 Brian Faulkner was electec
er of the Unionist Party. Faulkner had been M:
of Home Affairs during the IRA’s 1956-62 E
Campaign. He believed internment was a major |
in bringing about the IRA’s defeat. He in
iately took steps to force Westminster to agr
continued o»
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continued from page 7
¢ army was sceptical at this stage,
ssernment would unite the nationalist
h:: he Provisionals. Nevertheless, in
p @smy intelligence and RUC Special
p = joint internment working party to
genes and addresses of those who could
:Iﬂxd,
Ft. as Faulkner and the British govern-
paring for internment, the Official IRA
%< of criminal attacks, including torture
geainst Provisional IRA personnel. The
retahiation to a minimum and took
put a truce. Even after the truce the
gown Tom Cahill, a Provisional IRA
Officials are the same people who,
guise of Sinn Fein, The Workers’
themselves as ‘democrats’ and con-
pro-imperialist propaganda about so-
“atrocities’.
visional IRA began a bombing cam-
was to bring down the Stormont
iate object of the campaign was
the British army to the limits of its
1o keep pressures off the nationalist
en the economy by sabotage oper-
ernment and commercial property
taxpayer picking up the bill for
I= April, 37 major explosions took
_and June — 50 operations.
¥ propaganda apparatus attempted
the IRA operations were of a sectar-
@irected against civilians. And there
= of overpaid hack journalists, working
ssh, pro-Unionist media, prepared to
a. The IRA, in fact, always gave
bombs were placed so that civilians
from the area. The British army and
on certain occasions, failed to pass on
to sustain their anti-IRA propa-
. and civilians have been killed and

|
m_Thear

Hna tried to buy off middle class
by making a gesture to the SDLP,
might tie them more closely to the
and begin to take support away
omals. He offered the SDLP the chair-
of the three new committees to be set
ment policies. At the same time,
pi” followed more and more ‘stick’.
saticealis communities. which
songls Znd wanied an end io
sed wunabated. Faulkner had
25 May, that the troops could shoot
acting suspiciously.
, the nationalist youth and the
involved in serious clashes for
. The British army used CS gas,
truncheons and rifle butts to break
ce of the youth. They eventually
. Two unemployed Derry men,
2nd Desmond Beattie were shot dead.
#d 10 the Republican Movement. The
claimed that they were armed and
eattie had thrown a bomb. They could
e o substantiate this. Forensic
Beattie had had no contact with
cal people said that Cusack was going
d from the danger zone when he was

piings, immense crowds attended a
rally and young people literally
IRA. John Hume knew he had to
1o lose all support in the area for the
press conference in Derry with other
SDLP (Fitt, however, refused to
ed that, unless an ‘impartial’
lings of Cusack and Beattie was set
days, he and other SDLP members
mont. No inquiry was granted, in
of the wretched Fitt to find some
the SDLP had no alternative but to
on 15 July. Now the ‘carrot’ that
ered in June was no use—the
mo position to bite.
stepped up their campaign after
ssack and Beattie. There were 91
. In Derry alone 70 troops were
with gunshot wounds. Two soldiers
Belfast and elsewhere many more
B¢ and wounded. On 17 July an IRA
g ook over the Daily Mirror plant
Blew it up. Damage was estimated at
¢ never reopened and the compen-
the British government was said to
Pf £10 million.
Flne- informed Heath that intern-
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ment of Republicans and their supporters was now
necessary. The army began to get prepared.

Internment without trial

The aim of internment was two-fold. It was firstly to
destroy the nationalist resistance to the loyalist state
by removing committed Republicans and their
supporters from the struggle on the streets. And sec-
ondly, it was to terrorize the nationalist minority to
such a degree that it would no longer be prepared to
support the IRA.

Internment required adequate information and
intelligence. On 23 July the army carried out a series of
dawn raids on Republican homes in the Six Counties
using 1,800 troops plus RUC men. The aim was to
gather information and to serve as a dry run for
internment day which was set for 10 August. It is
claimed by the Sunday Times that a list of names was
then drawn up. It included no more than 120-130 said
to be members or officers of either wing of the IRA,
and a futher 300-500 regarded by the police as ‘IRA
sympathisers’. There were also 150 or so names of
older Republicans who had been interned before —
one of them picked up during internment was 77,
blind and had been jailed in 1929. Finally, there wasa
small group of left-wing socialists and NICRA acti-
vists who were included because, in Faulkner’s words,
‘they would have called meetings to protest against
internment’.

On 7 August a soldier opened fire on a van in
Springfield Road killing the driver, Harry Thornton, a
building worker. The army, as usual, claimed that
shots had been fired at them — this ‘explanation” was
later changed to a soldier ‘mistakenly’ thinking he had
been fired on when an old van backfired. A passenger
in the van, Arthur Murphy, was dragged from it,
assaulted by the soldiers, taken into Springfield Road
RUC Station and savagely beaten up. He was reluc-
tantly released six hours later, after a great deal of
pressure and argument from local people. His face
was a mass of bruises. Local people testify that when
soldiers gathered round the van some were shouting
gleefully ‘we got one, we got one’. The anger of the
people soon led to major confrontations with the
army. It was at this stage that the British army decided
to bring internment forward by 24 hours.

At about 4 am on 9 August 1971 the internment
swoops began. By the evening 342 men from all over
the Six Counties had been dragged out of their beds,

‘arrested and distributed to three holding centres. They:

were detained without charge or trial under Section 12
of the Special Powers Act. The whole operation was
directed at the nationalist minority. Not a single Loy-
alist was arrested. Very few members of the Provis-
ional IRA — 56 in all according to a Provisional IRA
stalement —were taken in and none from their leader-
ship. The Provisionals had been warned by their own
intelligence officers that internment was imminent.
Volunteers had been told to stay away from home.

~Mac Stiofain says that he was able, by the use of

elementary security procedures, to contact every local
leadership in the Six Counties before noon of the first
day of internment. There can be little doubt that the
vast majority of those interned had no connections
with either wing of the IRA.

Of the 342 picked up, 116 were released within 48
hours and nearly all the others were taken to Crumlin
Road prison or to HMS Maidstone, a prison ship
moored in Belfast dock. Soon, news of systematic
sadistic brutality in the interrogation of internees
began to surface. Arrests had been conducted with
considerable force, houses were damaged and rel-
atives of the interned had insults and obscenities
hurled at them by the arresting soldiers. Most of the
detainees were subjected to one or more forms of phys-
ical and psychological brutality over a period of sleep-
lessness and enforced hunger. Almost everyone taken
in had been beaten up. Men had been blindfolded and
terrorized by being thrown out of a moving helicopter
which they were told was high in the air but which was,
in fact, only a few feet off the ground. Many men had
been made to run the gauntlet barefoot between lines
of troops with batons across an obstacle course with
stumps of trees, sharp stones, broken glass and tacks.
Others were forced to do exhausting exercises for
hours on end. All were continually abused and made
to feel that the British army were their absolute
masters and had to be obeyed no matter what ‘illog-
ical’ commands were given.

As news of the internment raids spread, and later of
the brutality of the arrests and interrogation, the nat-
ionalist people rose up in outright defiance against the
British army. In Derry, on 9 August, the people reac-
ted with such fury that the army was prevented from
completing its operation. Obstructive behaviour,
from standing in a crowd and refusing to allow
soldiers to pass to petrol bomb attacks on army

vehicles, took place everywhere. The IRA took on the
British army in battles which in some places lasted
over several days. In Belfast gunfights were raging in
the Falls Road, the Markets, Ardoyne, Andersons-
town and the New Lodge Road. The fiercest battle
took place around the Ballymurphy estate involving
paratroopers sandbagged into the nearby Henry Tag-
gart Hall. Three civilians and a Catholic priest, who
was giving last rites to one of the victims, were killed.
Six people were wounded and an 11-year-old boy was
castrated by a high velocity bullet fired by one of the
soldiers.

Co-operation between the people and the IRA was
increasingly close especially on the big estates in
Belfast. Crowds would draw troops towards them and
then scatter leaving the British army as open targets
for the IRA.

Believing the claims of the British army to have
arrested a large proportion of the membership of the
IRA, loyalist mobs used the opportunity to ‘help the
army’ to put down the resistance in the nationalist
areas. Loyalist snipers opened fire in the Ardoyne.
Armed UVF members came out on to the streets. They
were confronted and driven back by organised IRA
units of quite unexpected strength. Whole streets were
soon on fire with both Protestants and Catholics leav-
ing their homes. Over 7,000 refugees were reported to
have arrived in army camps set up in the 26 Counties.
The death toll for 9 August was two British soldiers
and ten civilians, seven of them Catholics. After four
days, there were 22 dead, 19 of them civilians.

Claims by Faulkner, Maudling and the British army
that internment had been a success and a high propor-
tion of the IRA leadership had been arrested were
soon made to look foolish. On the very day, 13
August, the British army claimed to have inflicted a
major defeat on the IRA, killing between 20 and 30
gunmen, Joe Cahill, leader of the Provisional IRA in
Belfast, addressed an international press conference in
a school behind the barricades in Ballymurphy. He
announced that their organisation was intact, that
they had lost only two men killed in action and had not
been badly affected by internment.

During August, there were over 100 bomb explos-
ions throughout the Six Counties, many of them mass-
ive, as the Provisionals stepped up their offensive. In
Derry, the Creggan and Bogside were effectively
sealed off, protected by IRA manned barricades and
beyond the reach of not just the RUC but also the
British army. Free Derry was a secure base to launch
guerrilla operations. The same was largely true for
many nationalist areas in Belfast.

The mass of the nationalist population now joined
those in the working class nationalist estates who had
already started a rent and rates strike in protest against
internment. Soon even government figures showed
there were 26,000 families participating in the strike.
By October it was costing the government in the region
of £500,000. On 16 August 8,000 workers took part in
a one-day protest in Derry. On 19 August, after a
demonstration in Derry had been broken up by the
army with water cannon and rubber bullets and John
Hume and Ivan Cooper had been arrested, 30 promin-
ent Catholics in Derry announced their resignations
from positions on public bodies. On 22 August 130
councillors withdrew from local councils. Internment
was now forcing even the Catholic middle class into
opposition to the state. The nationalist minority had
now united around one of the key Provisional IRA
demands — to destroy the loyalist state.

The anger of the nationalist ‘minority intensified
when news began to filter out about a number of
internees (there were 12), who had been secretly
moved from the internment holding centres to an
unknown destination (in fact, the Palace Barracks,
Holywood —a few miles from Belfast) and held there
for over seven days. There they were subjected to
sophisticated psychological torture. They became
‘guinea-pigs’ to test out ‘sensory deprivation’
techniques. The 12 internees had black hoods placed
on their heads throughout the seven days. They were
stripped of their clothes and given ill-fitting boiler
suits to wear. They had no idea where they were. Some
had been told they were in England —and they were
kept in total isolation. They were forced to stand
spreadeagled against the wall, supported only by their
fingertips, until they collapsed. They were then

revived and put back. This went on, in some cases, for
2 or 3 days. They were severely beaten. During the
seven days, they were on a diet of dry bread and
water —some said they went without water for days.
They were prevented from sleeping and were sub-
jected to a ‘noise-machine’ in the large cold room in
which they were held, which bombarded the brain
with monotonous sounds of a certain pitch. An
ordinary tape recorder, out of sight, added weird
cries, screams and other demented sound effects.

Finally, they were regularly interrogated and then returned to
the room.

The hood, the noise machine, standing at the wall for
prolonged periods, sleep and food deprivation and the beatings
were ‘sensory deprivation’ techniques —a combined torture to
disorientate the mind and facilitate interrogation in depth. Pat
Shivers relates part of his terrifying experience:

‘Bag still over head...Taken into room. Noise like
compressed-air engine in room. Very loud, deafening...
Hands put against wall. Legs spread apart. Head pulled back
by bag and backside pushed in. Stayed there for about four
hours. Could no longer hold up arms. Fell down. Arms put
up again. Hands hammered until circulation restored. This
happened for twelve or fourteen hours until I eventuall

collapsed . . . Slapped back up again. This must have gone on
for two or three days; I lost track of time. No sleep. No food.
Knew I had gone unconscious several times, but did not know
for how long. One time I thought, or imagined, I had died.’

However, given the degree of disorientation involved any
‘confessions’ forced out of anyone undergoing these techniques
were just as likely to be false as true. No doubt, the sadistic
criminals directing this torture were not terribly concerned.
Their aim could only have been to strike terror into the
nationalist minority as the news of the treatment of the internees
gradually became known. In fact it had the opposite effect and
intensified the determination of the nationalist minority to
destroy the loyalist state. The Provisional IRA, by this time, had
a waiting list of recruits.

As news of the brutality of the internment operations during
the first 48 hours began to appear in Irish newspapers, pressure
built up on the British government to hold an official inquiry.
Labour MPs demanded a recall of Parliament. The government
conceded an inquiry to be chaired by Sir Edmund Compton, a
government hack who had served as ‘ombudsman’ for the
Unionist government. It was to sit in secret and investigate
allegations of ‘physical brutality’ during the first 48 hours of the
internment operation. Specifically excluded was all mention of
mental cruelty. 340 of the detainees refused to have anything to
do with the inquiry, recognising that only a whitewash was to be
expected from a secret British inquiry into British behaviour.

When the inquiry was nearly complete, the Sunday Times
published information coneerning the treatment of the ‘guinea-
pigs’ and the reports of torture using ‘sensory deprivation’
techniques. This information had been in the hands of the press
for some weeks. The techniques were, in fact, still being used on
two further men while the committee of inquiry carried out its
work. Compton was forced to broaden the inquiry to include

. some of the new reports.

The Compton Report was published on 17 November 1971. It
was not only a whitewash but was clearly designed to hide the
fact that psychological torture of an experimental kind had
taken place. So the forcible exercises inflicted on the men ‘were
devised to counteract the cold’. Requiring detainees to stand
with their arms against the wall ‘provides security for detainees
and guards against physical violence’. The hooding, it seems,
was designed for the same purpose although it added that it ‘can
also in the case of some detainees, increase their sense of
isolation and so be helpful to the interrogator thereafter.’ The
noise was a ‘security measure’ to prevent men overhearing each
other or being overheard etc. Finally, while recognising that ill-
treatment of some of the internees had taken place, Compton
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d that this did not amount to physical brutality. That was
cause the interrogators had not ‘enjoyed’ their work.

“We consider that brutality is an inhuman or savage form of
cruelty, and that cruelty implies a disposition to inflict
suffering, coupled with indifference to, or pleasure in, the
victim’s pain. We do not think that happened here.’

edless to say, most people with a scrap of honesty treated the
impton Report with the contempt it deserved. All of those
o went through the sensory deprivation torture suffered per-
nent psychological damage. Sean McKenna, one of those
bjected to the torture, died on 5 June 1975 at the age of 45. On
February 1974 Pat Shivers, another ‘guinea-pig’, was
arded £15,000 damages for ‘false trespass, false imprison-

 COLMAN DOYLE

nt, ‘assault and battery, torture and inhuman and degrading

atment’. No defence was offered by the British government.
her internees also received compensation. Yet no member of
British army or RUC has been, or will be, charged with the
ture of the internees. No international crimes tribunal has
er tried Heath, Maudling, Carrington, Whitelaw, Faulkner
d many others centrally involved in directing the whole
rnment operation. Indeed, Lord Carrington, the present
eign Secretary, and at that time Minister of Defence, tried to
er up the crimes by going on the radio and referring to all
jainees as ‘thugs and murderers’.
the wake of the scandal which the Compton Report
oked internationally, the British government made another
ort to justify their interrogation methods by setting up a
ond official inquiry with three senior judges. It was
ounced on the very day when the Dublin government said it
ded to place before the European Court of Human Rights
rasbourg the allegations of brutality by British troops in the
Counties. The report of this new inquiry (March 1972)
ated more of astir than the first. The majority report by Lord
ker justified the interrogation techniques, subject to certain
ards, on the grounds that ‘new information was ob-
d’ which included an ‘identification of a further 700
mbers of both IRA factions’, “arms caches’, ‘safe houses’,
This clearly was a lie, but it gave a justification for torture.
d Gardiner, disturbed by such open and blatant contempt
“law’, submitted a minority report saying that the methods
d were not ‘morally justifiable’ and were ‘illegal’. He did not
ommend the arrest and trial of those responsible for the
nes. The Heath government said it would no longer use the
nsory deprivation’ techniques as an aid to interrogation. Mr
rold Wilson, leader of the Labour Party, welcomed this.
th had allowed the Gardiner minority report to be used as a
er for crimes which had actually been committed. Needless
say the torture and brutality went on and ‘official reports’
nld again be found necessary. There never has been a deter-
ied, organised opposition in Britain to the torture carried out
British imperialism in the Six Counties of Ireland, or any-
re else for that matter over the last 35 years. One paragraph
he Parker Report says it all:
Some or all [of these methods of interrogation] have played
n important part in counter-insurgency operations in Pales-
ne, Malaya, Kenya and Cyprus and more recently in the
ritish Cameroons (1960-61), Brunei (1963), British Guiana
1964), Aden (1964-67), Borneo/Malaysia (1965-66), the
ersian Gulf (1970-71) and in Northern Ireland (1971).’
d anyone have any doubts what the Provisional IRA were
ting?

The fall of Stormont

On 5 September 1971, the Provisional IRA announced
political conditions for a truce: immediate cessation of
the British forces’ campaign of violence against Irish
people; abolition of Stormont; free elections to a nine
county Ulster parliament as a step towards a new gov-
ernment structure for the entire country; release of all
political prisoners, tried or untried, both in Ireland
and in England; compensation for those who have
suffered as a result of British violence. The British
government was given until midnight 8 September to
reply, otherwise the IRA would have no option but to
intensify its campaign.

On 8 September Harold Wilson, however, pre-
empted an official British government reply. Recog-
nising the pressure building up in support of the
legitimate demands of the nationalist minority for an
end to Stormont and the reunification of Ireland, he
put forward his own 12-point, Labour-imperialist
plan —a *half-way house’ to hold back the inevitable
fall of Stormont. It included having a British minister
of Cabinet rank installed in the Six Counties on a per-
manent basis, elections under proportional repres-
entation and a Council of Ireland between North and
South. Later in November Wilson was to develop this
theme calling for the re-unification of Ireland within
the British Commonwealth over a period of 15 years.
The British Labour Party, as in 1918-21, only makes
this kind of gesture to the Irish people’s demands in
order to hold back what the Irish people have fought
for and so nearly won. On 23 September the Labour
Party supported the government in its ‘handling of the
Northern Ireland situation’. However, 60 Labour
MPs voted against, defying the advice of the Shadow
Cabinet.

Nationalist resistance to the loyalist state intens-
ified. On 12 September 15-20,000 attended a massive
anti-internment rally in Casement Park, Belfast. Civil
Resistance committees were set up all over the Six
Counties in- protest against internment, and to
organise the rent and rates strike and other forms of
protest. On 26 September even the SDLP made its
own gesture of opposition, by holding the first meet-
ing of an ‘Alternative Assembly’ after its walk-out
from Stormont.

In October, Stormont introduced a punitive
measure directed at those protesting against intern-
ment. It passed legislation allowing the government to
deduct arrears of rent and rates, plus ‘collection
charges’, from the wages or social security benefits of
people on rent and rates strike.

The British army kept up its offensive with raids,
searches, arrests and internment. In a four-week
period to mid-November, 2,500 nationalist homes had
been searched —which invariably meant doors
smashed in, furniture broken, houses wrecked, money
and valuables stolen. In some areas, where the
pressure was on, the same houses could be searched
each day and, in reported cases, three or four times a
day. In September a permanent concentration camp
for internees had been set up at Long Kesh near Lis-
burn —with its Nissen huts surrounded by barbed wire
cages and watch-towers. Between 9 August 1971 and
16 December 1971, 1,576 men were arrested under the
internment regulations with no fewer than 934 — 60
per cent —being released. That so many had to be
released says a great deal about the army’s operation
designed to harass and terrorise the nationalist
population.

Torture of the internees continued and over the next
period included electric shock treatment, drugs, injec-
tions, being placed in a small cubicle and made to stare
at a white perforated wall, as well as the sadistic
beatings and modified versions of the psychological
torture that were going on before. The fact that by
October 1975, with 567 cases outstanding and many
more never brought to court, £420,823 had already
been paid out in compensation to 222 claimants (220
settled out of court) who had been assaulted by the
security forces, surely says it all. Yet again, it needs to
be said, no member of the security forces, no govern-
ment ministers and/or officials have been tried and
convicted for these crimes.

On 13 October the British army began blowing up
and spiking the border roads. Frequent clashes with
the soldiers took place as local people and organised
groups filled in the craters formed by the blasts. These
actions by the British army further consolidated
support for the Provisional IRA.

By November 14,000 British troops were in the Six
Counties and were mainly concentrated in the nat-
ionalist areas. The tendency to shoot-to-kill in these
areas was growing. On 23 QOctober soldiers shot dead
two women, Dorothy Maguire and Maire Meehan,
who were passengers in the back of a car touring the
Lower Falls. As usual the army claimed they had been
fired on, but too many witnesses had seen what really

happened. After the shooting the British beat up and
systematically persecuted Maire Meehan’s husband
for months in revenge, after their story had been
proved false. On 24 October, in Newry, the British
army shot three youths dead as they attempted to carry
out a robbery. The nationalist minority now faced an
army of occupation which was intent on terrorising it.

The IRA intensified its campaign. Sabotage opera-
tions continued daily over a wide area and ambushes
and attacks on British army, RUC and UDR personnel
increased. After internment the IRA had revoked an
instruction that the RUC and UDR were not to be
subjected to deliberate attack. In October Lord
Carrington had announced that the level of the UDR
would be raised from 4,500 to 10,000 men. The UDR
was a sectarian force of mainly ex-B Specials and
Loyalists —its Catholic membership had already
dropped from 15% to 8% —and it had been used
during the internment operations to allow more
British troops to move into nationalist areas. The
RUC had been gradually re-armed during 1971 and
RUC men had participated in the brutal interrogation
of the internees. Both the UDR and RUC, like the
British army, were now to be treated as legitimate
combatant targets at all times, whether on duty or not,
armed or not, in uniform or not.

The British army and Faulkner regularly claimed
that, as a result of internment and the interrogation of
the internees, they had the IRA beaten. Towards the
end of November the IRA responded to this with a
massive weekend bombing blitz throughout the Six
Counties. This involved a coordinated wave of almost
100 operations, 60 of them taking place on the first
day. All the border custom huts were blown up or
burned down. Explosions followed in Belfast, Derry,
Dungannon and Coalisland during the night and
many more took place the next day.

Before the end of the year, there were some
sensational prison escapes. On 16 November nine
Provisionals escaped from the top-security Crumlin
Road prison. And on 2 December three more
Provisionals, including the Ardoyne commander,
escaped from the same place. They were able to give
detailed reports on the brutal torture and interroga-
tion techniques used on the internees.

In a war, in spite of the care taken by the IRA, not
only are IRA volunteers injured and killed by accidents
or mistakes, but, inevitably, so are innocent civilians.
The British propaganda machine always tried to make
a great deal out of such tragic events, cynically using
them in an attempt to drive support away from the
IRA. When 15 people died as a result of the bombing
of McGurk’s Bar, Belfast, as usual the British
propaganda machine tried to blame the IRA. The
IRA, however, was not involved. Indeed, the next day
a group calling themselves ‘Empire Loyalists’ claimed
responsibility. No-one had heard of such a group
being active in Ireland. Forensic evidence and the
power of the explosions indicated that plastic
explosive had been used. Such explosive was only
available to the British army and had not been used by
the IRA. This might explain the real identity of the
‘Empire Loyalists’ involved. There were other
unexplained explosions at both Protestant and
Catholic owned premises in this period which pointed
to British undercover agents at work, trying to stir up
sectarian confrontations.

From 1 January to 8 August 1971, before intern-
ment was introduced, 34 people had been killed in the
Six Counties: eleven British soldiers, four RUC men
and nineteen civilians. From 9 August 1971 to the end
of the year, the number was 139 dead: 32 British
soldiers, seven RUC men, five UDR men and 95
civilians. Hundreds of soldiers and civilians had been
injured. British imperialism now confronted an all-
out revolutionary war against its occupation of the Six
Counties.

Over the Christmas period, the IRA announced a
three-day truce. Faulkner responded by saying that
there would be no let up whatsoever in the drive to
combat the IRA.

All marches and parades had been banned in the Six
Counties since internment day. Nevertheless illegal
marchesdid take place, includinga 1,000strong protest
march against internment from Belfast to Long Kesh
on Christmas day —it was stopped by a massive force
of troops and RUC on the main M1 Motorway. The
British army was given instructions to break up future
demonstrations, and in many areas fighting with the
troops took place. This was the situation when an anti-
internment march was called by NICRA for Derry on
Sunday 30 January 1972.

About 20,000 people turned out for this march. The
British army sent in the First Battalion of the
Parachute Regiment to prevent the march leaving the
Bogside. Inevitably there were small skirmishes
between the marchers and the army, but no shots were

e B e T i~ P PP SR gy ey

e e ———

fired. Suddenly, near the end of the march,
opened fire repeatedly into the crowd, then

fleeing, then at others tending to the »
Thirteen civilians were killed, another was 1«
from his wounds. Many were wounded. Se
been shot at close range on the ground and se
back. All were civilians. The IRA had been
to keep away from the march after a requesi
organisers and for the safety of the marchers.
had not been on the march.

The British, as usual, claimed they had bee:
first, and had shot only gunmen and nail |
Four of the men dead, they claimed, were
wanted list. The Parachute Regiment is :
highly disciplined, highly trained assault £
commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel
had been forward with his troops. There co
been no mistakes. This was a shoot-to-kill ope
planned cold-blooded murder of civilians, »
the aim of drawing out the IRA into a di
frontation with the British army. It must haw
go-ahead from the Army Command and b
approved by the British government. The ==
another ‘Bloody Sunday’ in Irish history.

The British government instituted the &
inquiry under Lord Chief Justice Widgery
been a senior army officer himself and was &
suited for the job. He fully exonerated the P
Regiment. He said they had been fired
‘although none of the deceased or wounded g
have been shot whilst handling a firearm or be
did, however, admit that some soldic
recklessly but put this down to their tempe
The army was not guilty of murder. No dis
action was ever taken against the officers .
responsible for the killings. And to cag
Lieutenant-Colonel Wilford was decorated
OBE for his services in the Six Counties!

After Bloody Sunday nationalist Ireland &
The guerrilla war intensified and in the nex:
nine days nearly 300 IRA operations were car
By mid-February another five British sold
been killed and many more wounded.

Tens of thousands of workers throughouws
stopped work and demonstrated in protest. L
forced to declare 2 February, the day of the fm
those murdered, a day of national moer=me
day a 30,000 strong crowd marched 1o e
Embassy in Dublin and burnt it down. Me
20,000 attended the funerals which took pla
Bogside, Derry. 20,000 marched in Lomde
February, including many thousands of Irsh
and their families. The march was anackes
police and 130 were arrested. Arresis took
Oxford, York and Edinburgh as protesis ag:
murders took place. Bernadette Devlin :
Maudling in the Westminster parliament and ;
him in the face.

On 22 February the Official IRA bom
Parachute Regiment’s base at Aldershot, E
killing an Army Chaplain and six women cle=
mid-March 56 British soldiers had been killed
centres of Belfast and other towns looked as
they had been blitzed. The Six Counties was
becoming ungovernable. The British would ha
something to destroy the unity of the na
minority, and increased repression, it was no
could not succeed.

On 10 March 1972 the Provisional IRA os
unilateral 72-hour-truce. It was to demonsir
the IRA was under effective control and discy
revised three-point peace plan was put out. |
for: (1) a withdrawal of British armed forces
streets as a prelude to eventual evacuation
recognition of the right of the Irish people
determination; (2) abolition of Stormont; as
total amnesty for political prisoners. If a
response was received, the IRA’s military ops
would be suspended indefinitely. The
government did not reciprocate. They,
contrary, took advantage and moved into nat
areas making over 20 arrests.

Harold Wilson came to Ireland again in
meeting the Dublin government and also havin
talks with leaders of the Provisional IRA.
interview, he argued for all-party talks withos
on the agenda and called for a ‘radical decs
internment’. He said the IRA ‘had a disc
tightly-knit organisation and that their writ dic
the extent that a truce could be honours
remarks greatly angered the Loyalists.

The Loyalists wanted more repression Lo &
the nationalist minority. A new political moves
loyalist organisations, Vanguard, was created
by Craig. On 18 March it organised a 60,00€
loyalist demonstration to oppose any further |

continued o

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism' Jammurs



continued from page 9
!
|
!
se called for a dossier to be built up ‘of the men and
: who are a menace to this country’ and said if
politicians failed them ‘it may be our job to
e the enemy’. Thousands marched in forma-
wearing paramilitary uniforms. Craig threatened
form 2 ‘Provisional government’ if an initiative
sted 10 be announced by the British government
"t satisfactory.
24 March 1972 Heath announced the suspension
ormont for one year. The British government
1zke over direct rule of the Six Counties. A
, Secretary of State with Cabinet powers would
alled in Belfast — it was to be William Whitelaw.
ont was destroyed. No-one could have any
that the Provisional IRA’s military struggle had
it it down.
Lovalists organised protests and strike-action,
they soon fizzled out. There were, in fact, no
<1 riots or serious clashes with the British army
certainly no ‘Provisional government’.
e IR A had not fought to bring Stormont down in
&= 10 have it replaced by direct rule imposed by
wsunster. The Provisionals announced that their
s campaign would continue until their demands
been met. The Official IRA also said it would
on. However, the SDLP, the Catholic Church,
Dublin government saw things in quite a different
_ They welcomed direct rule and called for all IRA
ary operations Lo cease. British imperialism now
some room for manoeuvre. It would do all it could
se open the cracks which the abolition of
mont had created in the unity of the nationalist
iy.

Irish revolution and the British

Lzbour Party, strongly backed by the organised
umion movement, had begun the assault on the
revolution as it entered its latest phase. When the
scan trade union movemé&nt was about to
1 trade with Britain in protest against the
sy Sunday murders, it was Vic Feather, General
v of the TUC, who persuaded them to call it
He was subsequently thanked by the Prime
ster. Edward Heath. Given this background of a
bankrupt pro-imperialist Labour and trade
@ sowemnent in Britain, a great deal of respons-
. for building a movement in solidarity with the
» revolution had to fall on those organisations
3 considered themselves part of the revolution-
socialist left. British communists and socialists
faced with a major test of their revolutionary
patials.
sfore we go on to examine their response to the
war in the period 1969-72, it is necessary to say
=thing more about certain individuals and groups
Irish socialist left. We do this for one reason
_ On many occasions the British left groups
=d essentially backward and reactionary
by reference to what Irish socialists were
ne and doing. McCann, Farrell, Bernadette
%n and other Irish socialists regularly write for
<h left publications and their views are often used
=tly or indirectly to attack the organisation leading
ish revolution — the Provisional IRA.
Ssh socialists, mainly drawn from the educated
= of Catholics who had benefited from the
h of the welfare state during the post-war
od, have had very little influence on the direction
Irish revolution. Certain individuals and
. such as Peoples Democracy, did play a role in
il Rights campaign. However, once the struggle
into a revolutionary war against British
ialism, once the main support for the struggle
from the nationalist working class, they became
ant. Essentially, they could not meet the
= and sacrifices demanded by a revolutionary
==ainst the loyalist state and British imperialism.
ann, in his book War and an Irish Town,
sns this. In the Civil Rights Movement, one issue
wnited them all —the need to reform the loyalist

ition was irrelevant...we were not out to
=:roy the state but to achieve change within
—the extent of the change desired varying
peording to our different tendencies’.

ial to this position was the belief that British
salism could play a progressive role in Ireland by
the Unionist government to introduce
s. But the loyalist state could not be reformed
10 be destroyed. And it was not the ‘socialists’
the working class youth in the nationalist areas
followed the logic of those posters in their
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windows depicting a clenched fist saying ‘Never
Again!’. In McCann’s words:

‘Never again were mobs, whether in uniform or not,
going to be allowed to rampage through our streets
shooting or petrol-bombing. The logic of that
demanded a physical campaign against the state’.

The ‘socialists’ tried to organise ‘the unemployed
youth of areas like the Bogside’ —the force that was
driving the Civil Rights Movement into inevitable
confrontation with the state. But they offered the
youth nothing but abstract formulas, programmes
and organisations for fighting ‘imperialism’. The
imperialists were, however, down at the street corner
and the youth kept asking ‘when the guns were going
to be handed out’. They instinctively grasped that the
state had to be smashed. They were not against
organisation as such but demanded a relevant one.
They turned to the only organisation that represented
their class interests —the Provisional IRA.

‘When raging bitterness swamped the ghettos and
carried partition onto the centre of the political
stage, no support flowed over into the socialist
camp ... The Provisionals are the inrush which
filled the vacuum left by the absence of a socialist
option’.
McCann'’s explanation is incomplete and, therefore,
wrong. There is no socialist option separate from the
national liberation struggle to drive British
imperialism out of Ireland and separate from the
revolutionary war to bring this about. What McCann
and his friends were looking for was the non-existent
middle course, a radical reformist option between the
middle class orientated Civil Rights Movement for
reforms, which failed, and the political confrontation
with Partition and British imperialism, which, given
the nature of imperialism, necessarily required a turn
to armed struggle.

The position of the Irish socialists on every major
political question stemmed from their class position,
which expressed itself in a belief that British
imperialism could play a progressive role in Ireland.
And this is their real point of contact with the British
middle-class socialist left.

Our Irish ‘socialists’, the CPGB, SWP, IMG
together with most of the British left all agree on one
essential thing. British imperialism has an ‘economic’

interest in reuniting Ireland and this goal is put in

danger by the intransigence of the sectarian bigots
who run the loyalist state. So, for example, Socialist
Worker could argue

‘Britain has more money invested in the South than
in the North . . . The Ulster police state is an embar-
rassment and an obstacle to (the) ultimate goal: a
united capitalist Ireland subjected as a whole to the
domination of British capital in the context of the
Common Market’. (Socialist Worker 18 September
1969)

Why the partition of Ireland, which was carried out
precisely to preserve Britain’s economic interests in
Ireland and to divide the Irish working class (surely an
inportant political consideration), should now be a
barrier to imperialist exploitation of the ‘whole of
Ireland’ is never actually explained.

The logic of this so-called ‘socialist’ position is to
support British imperialist intervention in the Six
Counties. So Bernadette Devlin sent a telegram to
Harold Wilson on 5 August 1969 calling on the British
government to take over housing and police. The
CPGB called for decisive intervention from London
—it called on British imperialism to reform the loyalist
police state! When the troops were sent in, it
continued with this line (Morning Star 4 August & 15
August 1969). This was ‘socialist’ colonial policy all
over again (see FRFI 8). The Militant Tendency, as
always fully behind Labour-imperialist policy,
supported the introduction of the troops under the
guise of concern lest there be a bloodbath.

‘A slaughter would have followed in comparison

with which the blood-letting in Belfast would have

paled into insignificance if the Labour Government

had not -intervened with British troops’. (Militant
. September 1969)

Finally, Socialist Worker showed the same deep
concern urging the nationalist minority to accept the
troops

‘Because the troops do not have the ingrained
hatreds of the RUC and Specials, they will not
behave with the same viciousness. . .

The breathing space provided by the presence of
British troops is short but vital. Those who call for
the immediate withdrawal of troops before the men
behind the barricades can defend themselves are
inviting a pogrom which will hit first and hardest at

socialists. ..

To say that the immediate enemy in Ulster is the
British troops is incorrect . . . *(Socialist Worker 21
August, 11 September, 18 September 1969).

This fundamental belief that the SWP has in a
progressive side to imperialism was confirmed when
the demand for the withdrawal of British troops from
abroad was dropped from the ‘Where We Stand’
column in Socialist Worker. Today the SWP still
justifies this position by taking cowardly refuge
behind an ‘internationalism® which, at that time,
required ‘having the same position as comrades in
Ireland’.

When the IRA split over the recognition of the
imperialist parliaments, and the need to organise
armed struggle to end Partition and drive British
imperialism out of Ireland, most of the British left
took the Official IRA’s side, and began to
systematically attack the Provisional IRA. So the
IMG studiously informed us

‘The Official Republican Movement...is...the
most important socialist organisation in Ireland
today. We think that in the long term, they will play
a much greater role in liberating Ireland than will
the Provisionals.” (Red Mole 23 March 1971)

And Socialist Worker tells us that although

¢ ...at present the militancy of many young workers
takes the form of support for the ‘‘provisional”
wing of the republican movement . . . this wing . . . is
hostile to revolutionary socialism. The Provisionals
are unable to lead the militants out of the blind alley
of brave but fruitless confrontations with the
troops ... They are unable to provide a political
lead.’ (Socialist Worker 15 August 1970)

They, of course, had criticisms of the ‘Officials’ and
argued that although they had taken a good line in
‘denouncing Catholic bigotry’, their ‘Dublin leader-
ship has not been willing to follow through the logic of
its position’. Well, no doubt Socialist Worker was
relieved when later it did. However, it went much
further than the British left did and completely drew
out the reactionary logic of seeing a progressive side to
British imperialism. The Official IRA was soon to give
up the armed struggle, and became Sinn Fein, The
Workers Party, a pro-imperialist, pro-Stormont rump

‘of reactionaries.

Finally, when the Official IRA bombed the
Aldershot barracks after Bloody Sunday, the British
left showed where it really stood. IRA bombing
campaigns were soon to unite them all. So the
Morning Star:

‘The real fight against those responsible for the
Derry shootings will be hindered not helped by
bombings such as that carried out at Aldershot
yesterday . . . They make more difficult the forging
of unity between the working people of Britain
and . ..Northern Ireland.’ (23 February 1972)

The Socialist Worker agreed:

"The official wing of the IRA . ..has done nothing
by this act [Aldershot] to weaken the Tory
government . . . A policy of individual terrorism has
nothing in common with a socialist aim of building
a mass working-class movement’. (26 February
1972).

And finally the Socialist Labour League, forerunner
of the Workers Revolutionary Party:

‘WE CONDEMN THE BOMBINGS. . . until now
the Official IRA has opposed the reactionary,
indiscriminate violence of the Provisionals. ..the
terror of the oppressor cannot be overcome by the
terror of the oppressed...’ (Workers Press 24
February 1972)
The one exception, at this time, to the outright
condemnation of the bombings was the IMG. Arguing
correctly that ‘all violence in ireland stems from
imperialist oppression’, Bob Purdie then said:

‘The oppressed minority, through its armed
vanguard, the IRA, will be forced to reply to
oppression in equally, if not more violent terms.. . .
Aldershot was a legitimate military target despite
the tragedy of civilian deaths.’ (Red Mole 13 March
1971)
This position was not maintained. As the revolution-
ary war continued, the IMG was soon to join the rest
of the left in condemning the Provisional IRA.
Building an Irish Solidarity movement in Britain
was never an important political concern of the British
left. The ones that did come into existence in the
period 1969-72 reflected the essentially middle class
character of the British socialist left with its
ambivalent attitude to British imperialism.
The Irish Solidarity Campaign was founded on 9/10

October 1970. The main organisations involved were
the IMG, IS (SWP), and Clan na hEireann (an Official
IRA support group). It called for self-determination
for the Irish people; the release of all political
prisoners; the immediate withdrawal of troops; it
supported the right of the Irish people to arm and
organise self-defence; and opposed those fostering
religious sectarianism in Ireland and preventing
working class unity. The latter two of these positions
were implicit attacks on the Provisional IRA, not
surprisingly since the ‘Officials’ were working in the
organisation. The mythology has it that the
Provisionals supported offensive action against
British imperialism while the Officials only defensive,
although Aldershot took some explaining. The
Provisionals were often described as sectarian
Catholic nationalists by the British left. This was
nothing but an Official IRA slander.

The ISC represented very little and did even less. A
dispute between the IMG and IS(SWP) dominated its
existence. The IMG, in those days called for “Victory
to the IRA’ whereas the IS(SWP) argued for ‘uncon-
ditional but not uncritical support for the IRA’.
When internment came and the left had to respond in
some practical way, we soon saw what this division
was all about.

The IS(SWP) established the Labour Committee
Against Internment (LCAI). Its first act was to betray
the internees in ordér to build an alliance with the
Labour Party ‘left’. It called for the release or trial of
the internees. The signatories to the LCAI included
Frank Allaun, Sydney Bidwell (who recently told
Tariq Ali to go back to Pakistan), Eric Heffer, Arthur
Latham, Joan Lestor, Michael Meacher (who voted
for the PTA in March 1977), and Jock Stallard. This
open abandonment of the internees, who wanted no
trials conducted by British imperialism but only their
freedom, was defended by the IS(SWP) using an
argument that has become a cover for the left’s
reactionary positions ever since.

“The LCAI was set up at the request of socialists in

Northern Ireland, who appealed to the British

labour movement to arouse the maximum possible

protest at conditions there.. ..

Socialist Worker and the International Socialists

fully support the LCAI and we are willing to

participate in the campaign regardless of the

difference we may have with some signatories on

many issues.’ 4

So hiding behind Irish socialists, IS(SWP) set up a
campaign with a fundamentally reactionary demand
for release or trial of the internees. This not only
implies the possibility of a ‘fair trial’ under imperialist
rule, but also allowed them to construct one of their
many rotten alliances with those so-called
‘progressive’ imperialist forces —the British Labour
Party ‘left’.

The LCAI achieved nothing and was pushed into
oblivion by the Anti-Internment League (AIL) which
called for the release of all internees. Given its
principled position, the AIL was able to organise
significant support among the Irish community in
Britain for this demand. However, following Bloody
Sunday, and given its relative success, the British
ruling class decided to smash the campaign in Britain.

The Saturday following Bloody Sunday, 5 February
1972, a massive demonstration of 20,000 people called
by the AIL marched from Cricklewood to Whitehall.
The march was composed mainly of Irish workers,
students and the middle class socialist left. There was
little support from the British working class. In
Whitehall, the police reneged on an agreement to
allow thirteen coffins to be carried into Downing
Street. A Union Jack was burned. Immediately, a
flying wedge of police smashed into the march and
mounted police attacked it from both ends. Chaos
ensued. Fighting with the police broke out along
Whitehall, into Trafalgar Square and as far as
Piccadilly. Over 100 marchers were injured and 130
arrested. The next morning, three of the organisers
were arrested in dawn raids.

Faced with the need to confront the state in order to
oppose British rule in Ireland, the British middle class
socialist left retreated. Never again was there a march
of such a size.

Over the next ten years, and especially after the IRA
military campaign in Britain began, that retreat turned
into headlong flight. Rather than confront British
imperialism, the British middle class socialist left has
attacked the Republican Movement, denounced the
armed struggle and betrayed every later attempt to
build a mass anti-imperialist movement in Britain.

David Reed
December 1981
To be continued



The previous night’s killings are normally
left on roads on the outskirts of San
Salvador. They’re left along recognised
places. There’s one road that leads out to
the north of San Salvador where there’s a
number of impromptu rubbish tips outside
small villages or slums. Relatives will go
and identify the bodies there. A lot don’t
necessarily identify them —they’ll merely
confirm their fears and then go away. Be-
cause to identify to the authorities that you
have a relative or a friend who has been
killed is inviting that you get killed
yourself.

The refugees

We went to two of the refugee camps in
San Salvador itself. One of thenris in the
grounds of a catholic seminary. We met a
group of mainly older people there, who
told us how many of their family had been
killed by the armed forces. There was one
person who probably wasn’t more than
about 50 who said that 9 of his immediate
family had been shot. Most of them had 2
or 3 people who’d been shot —husbands,
sons or daughters. They were all people
who came from the battle zone, that’s to
say areas where they had the misfortune to
be close to or living in a village which the
army was trying to take or occupy. Or per-
haps a village which was known to be sym-
pathetic to the guerillas and therefore they
were simply being slaughtered as a matter
of reprisal, a matter of intimidation.

The other place we went to wasn’t so
much a camp. There were probably about
200 to 300 people crammed into a church
in one of the popular areas of San
Salvador. They live in complete terror.
The building has been shot up several times
by the National Guard. We could see the
machine-gun bullet holes in the walls.
There we met a young boy of about 14 who
was paralysed from the waist down after
being shot by the army. He was known to
be a messenger for the guerillas from an
area where the peasants gave them a lot of
support. So he and his family had come
into this place. They were so terrified that
none of them ever left the building. They
lived in a sort of ground floor basement
which only had light from a fairly narrow
courtyard at one end. So most of them
lived in semi-darkness. And of course it's
damp. The young children were sufferinga
great deal from chest infections—
bronchitis, tuberculosis.

The worst place we went to was called El
Plajon, literally, the big beach. But it's not
a beach at all. It's an area about half an
hour’s drive to the north of San Salvador
where there’s a volcanic lava flow that
extends down into a large plain. It’s an
area of about several acres and it is crossed
by a main road. It’s a peculiar looking
place —a jumble of black rock that is com-
pletely infertile, nothing is grown on it.
And there you get a lot of bodies dumped.
When you drive through, the first thing
you notice is this terrible smell, a real
stench of rotting flesh which is what it is.
And, if you have the guts or the business to
find out what causes it, you discover
there’s a whole lot of bones. There’s
skulls, arm bones, leg bones, rib cages and
everything scattered about just on the road
side. You don’t actually have to walk any
distance off the road. There’s a great flock
of vultures that hang about, and, if you
look further you’ll find bits of clothing
and even people’s documentation scat-
tered about. If you walk to where the
vultures are thickest then you’ll be sure to
find a fairly recent body.

The morning we went out to this place
we had been told that there were several
bodies there and what we found in fact was
about half a dozen bodies. Some of them
had been there probably for several days
because, whaf ‘was left of them was fairly
dried out, and they had been fairly well
eaten by vultures. There was one body that
was clearly fresh from that night and this
had been pretty busily eaten by the
vultures —a young man who had been
dumped completely naked. The bodies

The following are extracts from an account by a journalist who recently visited El
Salvador exclusively given to FRFI.

The murders

The day that we arrived in San Salvador there was a page 2 photograph in
a local newspaper of several bodies in a poor person’s house. They were

“in fact several members of a family of six, all of whom had been killed in a

core working class area of San Salvador. The Guardia dela Hacienda, a
sort of armed customs police, had just burst in at 2 or 3 o’clock in the
morning and shot the whole family. That included a couple of young kids,
one of 10 and the other of 12. Another example was one morning there was
a report that seven young men had been found shot on the outskirts of a
village. They were young men from that village. No names were given. But
presumably it was a reprisal raid against a village where it was known that
a number of people had gone to join the guerillas or that they were anti-
government in general. This sort of thing is absolutely daily.

that had survived more intact were ones
that had been dumped clothed. There is
a Salvadorean business man, one of those
accused of the murder of Rudolfo Viera
(head of the Agrarian Reform Institute)
and the two American agricultural
advisers” “earlier ‘' this' “year.” ''This
businessman, called Krist, who is well
connected with the land-owning oligarchy
and the military, owns a meat factory in
the outskirts of San Salvador. It has been
noted that a number of bodies have been
found lying near to the factory which have
been beheaded or mutilated or chopped up
in a remarkably precise and neat fashion.
This suggests that it has been done in the
meat factory. And it has been said that
some parts of these dead people have
found their way into the dog food, if not
the pork pies or whatever they make in this
factory. Its not so much a matter of
whether or not that’s true, but people
relate the story as being perfectly possible.
It’s not just some ghoulish joke, it is con-
sidered perfectly possible and quite likely
that this bloke’s meat factory is used to kill
people at least, if not to do anything else
with them.

US Imperialism and the FMLN

The US embassy in San Salvador was
apparently built on the model of the US
embassy in Saigon and it certainly looks
like it. It has sandbagged emplacements on
the roofs with the US marines strolling

about on the roof top and peering at you
with binoculars. There’s a fifteen foot high
concrete wall surrounding the embassy
compound with turnstile security gates —
exactly like the ones around the central
part of Belfast —and lot of marines with
sub-machine guns at the ready inside.
Private gun-toting security personnel, pre-
sumably recruited from right-wing groups
or from individuals from the Salvadorean
armed forces are also in abundance. The
reason for this is quite clear when you
realise that the embassy has been attacked
by RPG rockets 3 times this year.

Off the record the American ambas-
sador, whom we were interviewing, said
that when the Americans started a big
airlift early this year during and after the
FMLN’s January offensive, the army had
virtually run out of ammunition. In his
opinion it had been a matter of days, or at
most 2 or 3 weeks and the army would have
simply not been able to hold their own.
That is a very clear indication of the
importance of the American effort in El
Salvador. If they hadn’t come in at that
time there is no doubt that the regime
would have fallen fairly soon. Even if it
hadn’t been because of outright military
victories throughout the country by the
forces of the left, it would have been cer-
tain that the army would have just run out
of hardware to pursue the war. We saw
evidence of this when we went to the head-
quarters of the National Guard in San
Salvador which is mainly a training camp.

They put on this display for us, a sort of
ceremonial marching, but the supposedly
crack drill squad that we were given to film
turned out to be a bunch of 7 day recruits.
Practically all the other people in training,
a number of several hundred, were out in
the countryside fighting the guerillas.
That shows how stretched their resources
are.

The Americans had sent the Green
Berets in —I think they were in there last
vear and also during part of this year —to
try and form a crack army unit, This was
partly to further their aims of building
up the army as a separale, more manipu-
lable armed force in opposition 1o the
National Guard but also they obviousty
wanted this unit to be effective, However
the Green Berets apparently left in disgust
earlier this summer. They decided there
was no way they could train this sort of
crack unit because the level of corruption
and therefore the incompetence of the
Salvadorean armed forces is just too high.
Obviously they could’ve trained the
soldiery if they’d had time but they
couldn’t overcome this problem of the
command.

In the interview the ambassador tried
not to say anything that was too
incriminating, but off the record
afterwards when he was challenged about
the level of the killings he said ‘Well sure
there are killings. You have to expect that
because the state judiciary cannot work
properly. But’, he said,* it has to be done.
These people have to be shot —it’s just
unfortunate that the wrong people get shot
sometimes’. Which, if you’re thinking of
30,000 people getting shot, he’s saying that
most of those should have got shot. That is
clearly the private American view. There’s
obviously an attempt being made by the
Americans to make it more efficient and to
wage the war more effectively against the
guerillas, but there’s no attempt to stop the
killings.

Imperialist puppet Duarte

Duarte, the President of El Salvador and
one of the few civilian members of the
Junta, is very much a figure head —the
man the Americans want to keep in there
because he provides a civilian and sort of
reformist gloss to the government. How-
ever, he wields no power. An example of
this was when he went to the United States.
This was certainly headline news in the
American and European press because he
spoke at the United Nations, had inter-
views with Reagan and very much put the
position that the Americans should carry
on support. Well, during the first 3 or 4
days of his trip, while he was making
international headlines, there was practi-
cally no mention of his visit in the Salva-
dorean press. The press is owned by the
oligarchy and the military and they think
so little of Duarte that they didn’t even
bother to report what he was saying and
doing in the States. After about 3 or 4 days
of this, apparently, the Americans got
really fed up with the Salvadorean press
for not reporting their man. So this special
supplement appeared, a specially printed
thing. Obviously it was paid for. It
appeared in all the daily papers and con-
tained the record of his speeches, pictures
of him with Reagan and of him addressing
the UN. Otherwise it would not have been
reported.

The resistance continues

While we were away in Guatemala, a
couple of days before we came back to
finish filming in El Salvador, the guerillas
did launch a heavy attack on a police
station on the outskirts of San Salvador.
They launched it from the foothills of a
couple of large extinct volcanoes that are
literally 2 miles from the centre of town. It
wouldn’t occur to you that there are actu-
ally armed forces of the left in those hills
that you drive past. But they are that
numerous and that close to the centre of
San Salvador. It’s an indication of their
strength.
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Haiti

@® Regime of horror

Installed and propped up by US s
ism, the Duvalier regime in Haiti has
the country into hell on earth. 80%-
people are unemployed, 40% are ho
and 85% illiterate. Half the childs
dead by four years and average life

ancy is 40 years. For every high sc
Haiti there are 35 prisons and for
teacher 189 soldiers. Malaria, pneu
tuberculosis, typhoid and tetanus =

But this hell provides US mult
with a lucrative trade: the blood of sv
Haitians is rich in antibodies and
sought after by wealthy Americans
month 5 tons of Haitian blood is shig
Don Chemicals, Arrnout Pharmac
and Laboratories Cutter, with supe
by the Haitian Ministry of the Interias
markets.

Haitians fleeing this laboratory
have been denied refuge in the LS
authorities have built concentration
in Florida and US-held Puerto Rico
refugees are imprisoned
fences, in tents and concrete
watched over by armed guards. M

¥

behing

sunk the refugees’ boats, dro
and a new camp has been
state New York where tempe

anisations in the USA and Puerto 8
disgust at this naked reality of US im
ism, are threatening to tear dow
fences that hold the refugees of imps
plunder.

Trevor Rayne

Cuba
® Imperialist Hands Off Cut

US imperialism is now making
preparations for military =aggrs
against the anti-imperialist bastion
America — revolutionary Cubza The U
tary has contingency plans for the =
ate blockade of the island and for bor
attacks on military and economic targ
Cuba. Preparations for war agains
were strengthened when the Pen
announced that US forces in the Carit
the Gulf of Mexico and Central A
were being brought under a single
mand. In response to the imperialist |
millions of Cubans have taken to the =
to dedicate themselves to resist impe
aggression. Speakingfor the Cuban p
Fidel Castro declared:

‘We serve notice on the imperialist
the Cuban people will live with thes
lution or every man and woman w
with it.’
And Granma, in an editorial statemer
claimed:

‘We shall resist this overbearing
gant and fascist policy at any pric
have proven more than once thz
empire does not instil in us the sli
fear or respect.’

Nicaragua
@® USA prepares for war

In a public statement, Alexander Ha

Secretary of State refused to rule ou
possibility of a naval blockade anad :
bombardment of Nicaragua.
Haig's remarks, a US Senator, M

Barnes said ‘If | were a Nicaraguan

building my bomb shelter’. The Nicarz
people are joining their revoluts
militias in their thousands in readines
war against US imperialism. A revo

ary official said:

Folic

‘If we were exporting cocaine fc
United States like Bolivia or torturn
sidents like Argentina we would :
the support of the Reagan Admin
tion.’
But because Nicaragua strives to
the conditions of its people and

pares war against it.
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ANDS OFF IRELAND!

Catholic Church
~ aids British

~ imperialism

The Roman Catholic Church in the North of Ireland has recently launched

jts most sustained and vicious attack on the IRA for several years. Over
the last few weeks Cardinal Tomas O Fiaich, Dr Edward Daly (Bishop of

Derry),

Father Denis Faul of Dungannon and Father Anthony Mulvey of

continuing its armed struggle against British oppression and even calling
on the nationalist people to inform on IRA volunteers. The reason for this
! concerted attack by the Catholic Church on the IRA s not hard to find. The

’8trabane have all issued major public statements condemning the IRA for
|

' Church — like its middle class political counterparts in the SDLP-is
desperately worried at the massive upsurge of support for the armed
struggle arising out of the heroic self-sacrifice of the hunger strikers. This

is why the Church did all in its power to undermine the hunger strike and
why it is now seeking to counteract its effects on the consciousness of

the nationalist people.

This latest attack by the Church, however,

<hould not come as any surprise, for the
| Church has always sought to weaken and
| wndermine the struggle of the Irish people
ia.g_aznsl British imperialism. While British

and lovalist forces attack the nationalist
working class from the outside, the role of
the Catholic Church has always been to try
so weaken nationalist resistance to such
artacks from the inside. Hence in the last
| fow weeks, at precisely the same time as the
i sationalist working class has come under a

cusizined onslaught from British and
lovalist forces (both ‘official’ and
“anofficial’), the leaders of the Catholic
Church in the Six Counties have repeatedly
called on the IRA to lay down its arms and
abandon its struggle against British imper-
" Such calls have brought a swift response
" from the Republican Movement. A state-
ment from Derry Provisional Sinn Fein
pointed to the basic reason for the Catholic
Church’s opposition to the IRA:

“The Church recognises the fact that it is
not merely an ally of the ruling class but
it is in essence an integral part of the

" British establishment in Ireland, and as
such must do all in its power to contain
the natural development of the revolu-
tionary struggle. It has chosen as its task
to blunt and weaken the people in the
struggle for freedom’.

Mcllkenny,

brutality, then beat all six.
Despite the evidence of Harwood that the
six had been beaten and the evidence of Dr
Yallop that the forensic tests had been
incorrectly conducted, all six were
convicted and jailed for life.

Ever since they were arrested in

November 1974, the Birmingham Six have
fought to expose the frame-up organised
against them by the police and the courts.

In 1976 Winson Green screws were tried
and acquitted of assaulting the six, part of
the defence being that the six had been
beaten by the police. On 30 January 1980
Lord Denning prevented the six from
bringing actions for assault against the
police on the grounds that if the actions
were successful the police would be
exposed as torturers and perjurers. Finally
o= 19 November 1981 Lord Diplock (crea-
courts in the Six
on behalf of the House of

gor of the non-jury

Counnes).

The statement continued:

‘It is a political fact that the Catholic
Church in Ireland has always been a
bastion of reaction. Unlike the Church
in other lands—for example, Latin
American priests are with the people and
the freedom fighters —the Church in
Ireland has been since the ending of the
penal days a formidable agent of British
imperialism. Each and every step of the
liberation struggle has been condemned.
The progressive interests of the Irish
people have been denounced’.

The statement concluded emphatically:
‘The Republican Movement is not
interested in minor changes within the
capitalist system. We will create a new
socialist society based on national free-
dom, social justice and individual
liberty. We are opposed to exploitation,
poverty, and sectarianism, which are the
““benefits’’ of British rule and loyalist
intransigence. The Republican Move-
ment stands for progress. The British
establishment stands for reaction. The
choice is clear for the people of Ireland’.

Unfortunately for the Catholic Church —
and all other agents of British imperialism
in Ireland —there is no doubt what that
choice will be: the war against British rule
in Ireland will continue until final victory.

Irish Correspondent

—

PATRICK HILL

The Birmingham Six — John Walker, Patrick Hill, Gerald Hunter, Noel
William Power and Hugh Callaghan—were arrested
immediately after the Birmingham bombings on 21 November 1974. They
were tortured into making ‘confessions’. Prison doctor Harwood testified
that the six arrived at Winson Green prison ‘black, blue, battered and
bleeding’. Winson Green screws, in order to cover up the marks of police

Lords, rejected Gerald Hunter’s appeal
against Denning’s ruling.

This was the last straw for Patrick Hill.
Declaring that there was no other channel
open to him, he went on hunger strike on
31 October. He maintained the hunger
strike until 30 November when it ended.
Such -is the reactionary character of
imperialist British ‘justice’ that Patrick
Hill was forced to the stage of offering his
life in order to expose the framing of
himself and his five comrades. The
Birmingham Six, like the Guildford Four
and countless others, have been framed
and jailed as a cynical act of terror against
the Irish people. Fight Racism! Fight
Imperialism! sends it solidarity to Patrick
Hill and all his comrades.

™
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James Larkin

The TV series Strumpet City is
based on the novel of the same
name by James Plunkett. It is the
story of the 1913 Dublin lock-out
when the Irish workers launched
their heroic struggle to defend the
revolutionary Irish Transport and
General Workers Union. Despite
the fact that both the novel and
the TV series are fiction — albeit
based on real historical
events — the British ruling class is
so terrified by the thought of
British workers learning the truth
about Ireland that Strumpet City
has been subjected to blatant
‘censorship.
In London it is being shown from 11.45pm
to 12.45am. In other regions it is being
shown in the afternoon! No substantial
review has appeared in any of the bour-
geois papers. The left press too has largely
ignored it. Yet not only is the production,
acting and script of this series of the
highest standard but also its subject matter
is of the greatest interest to British
workers.

The TV series portrays the courage and
solidarity of the Irish workers banding

FitzGerald —
servant of
imperialism — the
story continues

In an interview shown on Ulster
Television on 3 December Garret
FitzGerald spelled out once again
his determination to defeat the
IRA and made it clearer than ever
that he was prepared to use
whatever measures were
necessary to accomplish this
task.

In particular, he not only repeated his
proposal for all-Ireland courts to deal
more effectively with Republican ‘terror-
ists’ captured in both parts of Ireland but
also suggested that such ‘joint courts’
should be accompanied by ‘joint interro-
gation’, allowing the RUC to interrogate
Republicans captured in the 26 Counties
where their ‘crimes’ were alleged to have
been committed in the Six Counties. He
then gave a strong hint that he was contem-
plating the introduction of even more
drastic repressive measures when he
added: ‘I will not close my mind to
anything that will be effective [ie in
defeating the IRA]’. FitzGerald also took
the opportunity in the interview to re-
emphasise that his proposals for joint
‘security measures’ had nothing whatever
to do with a united Ireland. On the con-
trary, FitzGerald once again made it quite
clear that his government’s policy was
simply to develop closer co-operation

between the two states in order to combat

more effectively the one serious enemy of
partition — the Republican Movement.

STRUMPET CITY
CENSORED

together in defence of their lives and
rights. It shows how the Dublin lock-out
was a revolt of the poor against their
oppressors. The machinations of the
employers and the treacherous role of the
Catholic priesthood is well exposed. In
Chandlers Court, the tenement where the
main characters live, the inhuman and
barbarous conditions imposed on the
workers by the Irish employers in alliance
with British imperialism are exposed. As
the series progresses the workers’ hatred
for the oppressor and loyalty to the
ITGWU and Jim Larkin grows with each
new instance of oppression whether it be a
brutal baton charge on striking workers or
Barney Mulhall’s losing his legs in an acci-
dent caused by the employers’ callous dis-
regard for safety standards. The treacher-
ous betrayal of the Dublin workers by the
British trade union leadership is under-
lined in the scene where James Sexton,
Dockers Union, arrives in Dublin to sell
out Larkin and the Irish workers.

Strumpet City should be seen and dis-
cussed by all workers whatever obstacles
the ruling class puts in the way. The novel
too is an excellent account of the Dublin
workers” struggle.

™

CPGB - CPI Lie

James Stewart, Deputy General
Secretary of the tiny ‘Communist’
Party of Ireland, was given a
CPGB platform in Islington to
back up their reactionary
campaign against the liberation
movement in Ireland.

In his speech the growth of the UDA and

the present campaign of the neo fascist
‘third force’ were blamed on the IRA! In
order to paint the IRA as pawns of imperi-
alism. Stewart repeated the lie that
‘elements in the southern government” had
paid money to ‘a section of the republican
movement to conduct the struggle in the
north and nowhere else’. Challenged by
FRFI supporters at the meeting he
declared that the hunger strike had created

the present loyalist reaction, that the IRA

had made it impossible to ‘carry through’

political status by ‘narrowing’ the cam- |

paign, and that the electors of Bobby
Sands were against physical force! This
reactionary drivel followed his lying claim
that the CP1 was the first to demand politi-
cal status for the H Block prisoners! When
asked why his party, with not a single pri-
soner in the H Blocks, could deny the real
role of the IRA when Pravda, Fidel Castro
and other communists declared the pri-
soners to be liberation fighters, Stewart
refused to answer the question.

Stewart’s presence in Islington revealed
the CPI’s readiness to be of service to the
CPGB’s anti-Irish and anti-Republican
campaign. This is not the first time the
CPGB has used so-called ‘communists’
from Ireland to attack the republican
movement. Communists however are not
deceived.

MORRIGAN

@ Dublin Embassy 20

As the sham trial of the Embassy
proceeds, the non jury Special Crimir
Court operates according to its prede
cribed function of sentencing tribun
Patrick Kehoe is the latest frame up vict
in a catalogue of frame ups and the first
20 working class H-Block activists to
served a term of imprisonment —3 yez
— in connection with the garda police riot
the British Embassy on 18 July.

The only evidence brought by the pro:
cution during the trial consisted of a pho
graph of the riot, in which the defendz
could be identified, and the verbal sta
ments of gardai. Typically the court w
entirely satisfied with the evidence and p
nounced a guilty verdict.

The outcome of this ‘test’ trial augs
poorly for the chances of the other
defendants and must be seen as pourl
cold water on the efforts of the Natios
H-Block/Armagh Committee to fight
successful legal battle in defence of !
Embassy 20.

@ Loyalist Attacks in 26 Countie

The upward spiral of loyalist sectarian ¢
attacks against the working ci
nationalist community has spread to the
Counties.

On 25 November, the Dublin offices of
Phoblacht/Republican News were shoi
and two men were injured. In claim
responsibility the UDA said Sinn F
President Ruari O'Bradaigh was
intended target.

In a further Dublin attack on 4 Decem
prominent IRSP figure and anti-H-Bl
activist Harry Flynn was gunned down
he drank in a Marlborough Street pub.
‘condition is serious.

In their reaction to the Dublin assass
tion bids, Free State gardai sought to cc
up for the perpetrators and excuse t
own indifference on the matter by attr
ting the incidents to a fictitious republi
‘feud’. The bourgeois media in reporting
incidents peddled the garda fabrica
with meticulous precision while mic
class politicians’ and opportunists’ thre
were paralysed by a seizure of laryngiti

@® Garda harassment

Garda harassment of Republican poli
activists in the 26 Counties contir
unabated. The latest episode concerns
arrests of 4 Sinn Fein members, 2 from |
and 2 border local councillors, on trurm
up charges of sedition and IRA member
respectively.

On 28 November, John Joe McGirl,
year old man and chairperson of Le
County Council together with Ja
Lynagh a member of Monaghan U
District Council and frequent targe
garda harassment were brought befor:
non-ury Special Criminal Court w
they were charged with membership ¢
illegal organisation, a charge carryi
maximum penalty of 7 years imprisonn

A few weeks previously Gearoid
Carthaigh and Kenneth Kennedy of
were arrested and charged —the fo
with incitement in the course of a spee
support of the H-Block protest, the |
with possessing a 'seditious poster’.

The arrests of all four were o
unabashed political nature, the belief t
that they could weaken the Repub
base in the masses. However, as.the hi
of/struggle verifies, the Irish revolutios
an abundance of talent ready to tak
place of its murdered and jailed comr:
What the ruling class views as its stre

lis in fact symptomatic of a gr

weakness.

Morrigan



NOTES & COMMENTS

B Civil liberties and Labour MPs

The November/December 1981 issue of the
NCCL magazine Rights provides further evi-
dence of the reactionary character of the
Labour Party. In a survey of MPs’ voting
records on 13 issues concerning democra-
tic rights, the NCCL reveals that the ‘demo-
cratic’ and ‘freedom-loving’ Labour Party
supported the NCCL on an average of five
times. The Labour Party scored lower than
ihe Liberal Party, whose average was six!
Only nine Labour MPs supported the
NCCL on ten or more issues. Significant is
that Mr Wedgwood Benn — cult hero of the
iddle class left — was not one of them. The
survey also records all MPs who supported
lhe NCCL on at least eight issues — Mr
Benn is not amongst these either!
Only 25 MPs opposed the Contempt of
ourt Bill, which further restricts the rights
0 report court proceedings. When the Em-
ergency Provisions Act was renewed in
December 1980, only 21 MPs opposed it. Mr
Benn was not one of them. Again only 25
Ps opposed the Imprisonment (Tempo-
Provisions) Act in November 1980.
These cold and precise facts are a sharp
idote to the windy rhetoric of Benn and
is defenders who never cease proclaiming
eir love for democratic rights. [d

France: immigrant workers on
rike
or the past two months immigrant workers
France have been going on strike
emanding a contract from their employers
order to allow them to apply for a work
d residence permit. Those who do not ask
Or this permit, remain illegal immigrants at
bnstant risk of being caught. Those who
pply for it and are refused will simply be
eported in the New Year, under the new
ocialist’ laws.
Workers employed to distribute leaflets
e been the first to take organised action.
sveral of their employers refused to
Bovide a contract when asked. For years
have enjoyed all the advantages of
pploying illegal labour: low wages, no
ts, and instant dismissal if required. But
fronted by strikes and occupations, one
one the employers had to give in. By the
2 of November 100 workers had received
acts in this way.
That was only the first step. The immi-
ints must also apply to the State for a
permit. It will not be given to anyone
o arrived ‘illegally’ within the past year.
B 2s not to be divided and weakened, the
have put forward the demand that
smmigrants be unconditionally given the
it. They have formed an active coor-
2ling committee to help extend the
2gle to other places of work including
2! staff, and the hostels. They also aim
break through the media’s wall of
ce, and gain solidarity from French
wers. The strike continues to spread to
er firms, as workers gain hope and confi-
ce from the success of their brothers
g sisters.
e two main trade unions stand as
i2cles in their path. The ‘Communist’
and its Union, the CGT, opposed the
tupations and self-defence, and have
iyed well out of the struggle. The CFDT
“Socialist’ union) are playing a more
gerous game. They go along with the
ogle to obtain contracts, but try to
ent any extension of the fight. At all
= they must prevent the self-organisa-
of immigrant workers on such a scale
they could force the government to
permits to all. Indeed they openly
pse this demand. They succeeded in
ing the solidarity of one group of
=s Dy promising special treatment if
went back to work. The manoeuvres
se=ded that time, but the government
=2 to fulfil the promises made! To
workers . the Trade Union is simply
ing its true face: in full support of the
= and the exploiters. As the struggle
fhe battle-lines become clearly
=2 and the false friends show their
B3 e,
Marston O

B Tebbit’s Union Rules — K.0.?

Norman Tebbit, Thatcher's new ‘hard-man’
Employment Minister has outlined. plans
for a major legal assault on trade unions
and the right to strike.

First, closed shop agreements will be
subject to ‘reviews’ every 3 or 5 years. This
allows the bosses to insist on continual
ballots with an 85% majority being required
to keep a closed shop.

Second, Tebbit's Bill will offer huge
financial incentives to scabs by promising
minimum compensation of £14,000 to
scabs refused reinstatement if sacked for
refusing to join a union — the union paying
of course.

Third, in a blatant attempt to find a legal
means of bankrupting unions, the new Bill
will enable bosses to sue unions for
damages up to £% million when an official
strike takes place.

The Bill's most dangerous provisions
relate to the right to strike. Following on
from ‘soft-man’ Jim Prior's invention of the
‘secondary’ dispute Tebbit's new Bill
makes illegal all industrial action not
‘Wholly or mainly” connected with terms
and conditions of employment inside the
particular firm. The capitalist class are de-
termined to label strikes and other indus-
trial action as ‘political’ in order to remove
any legal protection to union members. In
particular Tebbit’s Bill arms the ruling class
of imperialist Britain against a real danger.
The Bill outlaws all industrial action relat-
ing to matters outside this country. This
makes totally illegal, for example, industrial
action here in support of black workers
struggling to unionise in South Africa, or
indeed support action against any of the
British imperialist companies who exploit
workers throughout the world.

Tebbit's Labour Law Bill is seen only as
the next stage by the capitalist class.
Clearly they will not be content until they
destroy every legal right for workers to
organise in their own defence and in
defence of fellow workers and the
oppressed throughout the worid.

Brian Fox B

B CPGB Congress

From 14 to 17 November the CPGB
gathered for its two-yearly Congress. In the
face of collapsing Morning Star sales;
plummeting membership figures and acute
internal crisis, the CPGB continued on its
long-established opportunist path. It called
for ‘non-racist’ nationality and immigration
laws. It called for police accountability and
democratisation. It called for support for
the reactionary racist bourgeois Labour
Party. The list is endless.

The anti-Soviet and anti-Irish campaign
of the CPGB was strengthened. On Ireland,
Congress recorded its ‘unreserved’ con-
demnation ‘of the military campaign of the
Provisional IRA’ whilst calling on British
imperialism ‘to create the political, social
and economic conditions to bring about the
unification of Ireland’. The Irish presumably
are not capable of doing this for them-
selves! On the Soviet Union the CPGB, no
doubt as a ‘fraternal party of the world
communist movement’, condemned Soviet
armed assistance to the Afghan revolution,
waffled about ‘limitation on democracy’
and worried about Soviet ‘interference’ in
Poland. Some fraternity! The CPGB's oppo-
sition to the IRA and its opposition to the
Soviet role in Afghanistan are the expres-
sion of its consistent pro-imperialist
opportunism.

Unfortunately the opposition in the
CPGB has yet to understand this. Tom
Durkin led the opposition on Afghanistan
declaring that ‘appealing to the imperialists
is like asking the tiger to become veget-
arian’. Yet at the RCG/CPGB debate this
year he supported exactly this line on
Ireland: appealing to bloodthirsty British
imperialism to become the guardian of
democratic rights. If the opposition in the
CPGB is to become a Communist opposi-
tion it must realise that the CPGB’s anti-
Soviet stance is one and the same as its
anti-Irish stance.

Terry Marlowe 0

M NCP Congress

The New Communist Party’'s Third
Congress took place in London on 28/29
November. The report of this gathering in
the New Worker (4 December) revealed that
censorship and distortion are among the
many political traditions which the NCP
has retained from its days in the CPGB.

On Ireland we are told that ‘a deeply
debated resolution'...'proved to be
amongst the leading features of the Con-
gress’, but we are not told what was
actually debated or decided. No explana-
tion of the fact that the NCP, whilst claim-
ing to support the Republican Movement,
prevented its members fighting for political
status during the hunger strike. On racism
we are told that the draft resolution was so
bad that it was replaced during the
Congress but not told what position was
taken. Does the NCP recognise the revol-
utionary significance of the Summer Ris-
ings? Who knows? Certainly not the
readers of the New Worker.

It is a public fact that the NCP is riven
with division. Yet its ‘full and frank’
reporting simply hands out abuse refusing
to allow its readers to judge the issues:

‘A tiny group of delegates argued that the
problem was to find supermen — ‘advan-
ced workers’ they called themin a parody
of Leninism — but Congress resolutely re-
jected their elitist view.'

What this opposition argued remains a
mystery to all. It is clear that the NCP
cannot become a Communist party — it .is
no more than the CPGB dressed in false
‘pro-Soviet’ clothing. For the real way to
defend the Soviet Union is to unite with
those forces fighting to destroy British
imperialism right here in its heartland.

Terry Marlowe O

.
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B TUC poundstretchers

Len Murray (TUC) and Tom Jackson (UCW)
caused a stir when they landed in London
having flown back fromNew York in
Concorde at a premium of £1,563. These
two lackeys paid more for this one trip
across the Atlantic than a single person on
supplementary benefit receives in a whole
year! No wonder the baggage handlers at
Heathrow hurled taunts and jeers at Murray
and Jackson! .

Of course this working class anger did
not penetrate the narrow selfish labour
aristocrat skulls of Murray and Jackson. ‘I
felt very proud it was a British aircraft. It
was certainly a lot better than the Club
class on the way out.’ No doubt the single
parent mother queuing for hours in some
filthy social security office for a pittance to
keep herself and her children alive is ex-
pected to share Tom Jackson's ‘pride’.

Whilst on board Murray and Jackson
treated themselves to caviare, Fillet of
Dover Sole, Stuffed Quail and champagne.
No doubt the workers of Leyland so re-
cently betrayed by the trade union leader-
ship will be glad to know that their union
dues helped to finance this junket.

Who can seriously expect such people to
defend the working class? On the contrary
the Murrays and Jacksons will fight any
threat to their privileges whether from the
Irish people, black and white working class
youth, the unemployed or trade unionists
trying to defend their living standards.

Why the rush? Len Murray had to be in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne to give a cynical
send-off to the TUC’s Jobs Express taking
unemployed youth for a ride. ‘Len was
going to be very busy over the weekend and
needed to get a good night's sleep’, ex-
plained Jackson. Well no one expects the
likes of Murray to lose sleep over unem-
ployed youth, do they? O

B Tariq Ali tries to join Labour

Tarig Ali, once the terror of Fleet Street
editors, has resigned from the IMG and
rushed to join the Labour Party where he
believes ‘The most dynamic development
for decades...the emergence of a new
Labour Left' is taking place. But the Labour
Party refuses to have him? Why? — we ask.
His politics are completely compatible with
the reformist and hypocritical left wing of
the Labour Party. He has said so himself.
Unfortunately some of his dynamic co-
thinkers aren't keen to welcome him. Sid
Bidwell, left winger, said:

‘Whatever he is, there is plenty of scope
for his revolutionary talents in Pakistan.’

That’s what comes of wanting to join a ‘left-
wing' that has over the years conspired in
every infamous racist act of the British
state — immigration controls, anti-Irish
laws, the oppression of people all over the
world.

Tariq Ali has stated that he will keep on
trying —but as a consolation prize in the
mean time FRFI has awarded him the
Happy New Year Jack Woddis Award for
National Chauvinist Hypocrisy. Perhaps he

i
//// could use it to back-up his next application

“ %o join.

B Poverty in Britain

‘Along with the constantly diminishing
number of the magnates of capital...
grows the mass of misery, oppression,
slavery, degradation, exploitation...’
(Karl Marx)

Despite all the arguments of all the profes-
sors hired by capital to prove Marx wrong,
imperialist reality proves him right. Even in
the heartland of imperialism poverty is now
growing at an unprecedented rate. Since
1977, the number of people living below the
Government's official poverty line has leapt
from 2 to 5 million and the number living
around or below that level is now a quarter
of the British population. The number of
houses declared unfit for human habitation
(and a *fit’ house can lack bath, toilet and
hot water) has risen by 50% during the last
year. Nearly 5 million people are forced to
exist on means tested supplementary bene-
fits and more are joining them every day.
Over the last year council tenants’ costs
have risen by ¥s because of rent and rate
rises.

Howe's recent mini-budget has tightened
the screw. Council house rents will rise by a
further £130 per year. The real value of
pensions paid to 9 million retired people
has been cut. 2%z million people on supple-
mentary benefits will also be worse off. An
unemployed man with a wife and two child-
ren will now be nearly £250 a year worse off
in real terms. Prescription charges have
been raised and soon charges will be intro-
duced for those health services at present
free. Everywhere, every ‘benefit’, every
service, every rebate that made life half-way
bearable for Britain’s poor, is being cut.

‘...but with this too grows the revolt of

the working class, a class always in-

creasing in numbers, and disciplined,
united, organised by the very mechanism
of the process of capitalist production
itself.’ (Marx)

Steve Palmer a

@ PC sets fire to own static
A policeman who had been so keen
on joining the force that he did
special exercises to increase his
height was jailed for 18 months at
Devizes Crown Court for setting fire
to his own police station.

PC William Wilson, 22, developed
this hare-brained scheme as a mean
of reducing his work load. ‘1 wanted
to get rid of all the paper work and
start again’ he said, and so he bumt
down the police station. It is
unfortunate for PC Wilson that
science has not yet developed a
‘special exercise’ capable of
increasing a policeman’s brain 1o
normal size.

® Home Office to test strobx
The Home Office is to test a device
which earlier this year it said was ‘nc
the sort of thing we use in Englang
The strobe gun is one of a long line ¢
‘non-lethal’ weapons used for riot
control which include CS gas anc
rubber and plastic bullets. This nasty
little device emits light at frequencie:
which cause dizziness, nausea. and &
some cases epilepsy. It is designed ¢
immobilise people for up to 30
minutes while police can mo
make arrests. How many p
be killed by this latest ‘non
Weapon as 2 result of swalios ™g
their tongues whilst having = fit
remains to be seen.

- @ Just pulled in

The use of the PTA by the oolice 2=
an arbitrary weapon of =y agmmss
the Irish community ST S
when five Irishmen w=
London pub under the act 2nd neia
for 16 hours interrogation (see FR&
14). John McEntee, journalist with the
Irish Sunday Press, reported that
when he phoned Scotland Yard press
bureau he was told by a spokesman
that they would be released soon

and ' “They're not the ones we want
We just pulled them in" he quipped
with a chuckle’.

@® SUS

You can’t teach an old dog new
tricks. The sus law was abolished by
the new Criminal Attempts Act in
October this year. This Act gives the
police equally wide powers to harass
black youth on the streets. but either
nobody told the Metropolitan police
or they haven’t worked out how to use
it yet —for they are still bringing
charges under sus! On 30 November
a 19 year old student was prosecuted
by police before West London
Magistrates under the sus law. His

" case Is being taken to the High Court

by his solicitor who is challenging the
bringing of a prosecution under a law
that no longer exists.

@® South African tout

British police are getting a bad
reputation for lack of job security
they offer to touts. South African
Bruce Adams is being deported after
helping British police ‘in a number of
drug trials’. He claims he was paid
£60 a week every Friday at a meeting
with a member of Lewisham CID. At
the end of the last trial he was given
£450 as reward money.

Mr Adams says that he left South
Africa after helping security police
with ‘minor surveillance work’ when
they tried to involve him in arranging
‘accidents’. Perhaps he didn’t realise
when he moved to Britain that he
would be working for the same boss.
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Manchester Martyrs Saluted

For the first time in Manchester since 1974,
2 demonstration 10 commemorate the
Manchester Martyrs—3  Irish  patriots
hanged by the British —took place on
Sunday 29 November. This was the first
chance since the end of the hunger strike
for anti-imperialists in  North Wesl
Encland lo demonstrate their solidarity
with the Irish national liberation struggle.
Nearly 400 people marched, led by Sinn
Fein banners and the St Johns pipe band
from Glasgow. Fight Racism! Fight
Imperialism! had contingents present
from Manchester, Leeds, Bradford, Liver-
pool, Birmingham and Scotland. Suppor-
1ers of the PMOI were also present with
banners declaring solidarity with the Irish
wrugele. Other banners present were from
the Glasgow Irish  Freedom Action
Commiltee, Nottingham Irish Solidarity
Group and SPTAC.

Manchester Street Meeting

The FRFI street meeting held on 5
December in support of the Bradford 12
was particularly successful in spite of the
bad weather. People doing their shopping
a1 Longsight Market are by now used to
FRFI street meetings on the Bradford 12
and some came up to enquire about the
fmne<: information regarding their trial.

Manchester Rally

A rally was held by FRFI at Longsight
Library on 10 December. The speaker
from the Bradford 12 Defence Campaign
traced the history of conspiracy laws which
were introduced to crush Irish Republican
freedom fighters and which are now being
used against the risen black youth. He
showed why only a massive, militant and
principled campaign will secure victory for
the Bradford 12.

The speaker from the Leeds 3 campaign
explained how a victory was won for all
socialists with the recent victory in the
courts.

North London Demonstration

On 19 December, over 100 supporters of
Irish freedom marched through Archway
and Holloway. The march, led by the
North London Irish Solidarity Com-
mittee, was supported by FRFI, Sinn Fein,
Iranian anti-imperialist organisa-
tions — Peykar, OIPFG, MSS and Komola
as well as RCL and RCP.

The march received a warm response
from local people —indeed the sellers of
FRFI sold 120 papers. At the rally a hand-
ful of reactionary thugs turned up with a
banner, chanting UDA slogans, but went
away. At the rally all organisations on the
march spoke. Speakers included Ben Hill,

NORTH LONDON IRISH EDINBURGH
EVENTS SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN DEMONSTRATION Public Meeting
ot o AINST US INTERVENTION | Fight Imperiaiism!
Thursday 21 January at 7.30pm AGAIN N ght Imperialism!
2 -9 JANUARY s Batnias Librany. Camaen CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE Defend the Sotialist Gountries! | IAciiaa COMMITEEE S
Road, Holloway, N7. CARIBBEAN Wednesday 17 February at
MANCHESTER Assemble: Waverly Bridge, ; 7.30pm . SOUTH LONDON
Victory to the Irish People! IRAN SOLIDARITY ~ Edinburgh Edinburgh Trades Council, South London Irish Solidarity
Longsight Market DEMONSTRATION Organised by_ Latlm American Picardy Place, Edinburgh Committee meeting
Solidarity : Wednesday 13 January, 7.30pm,

11am to 12 noon
Saturday 2 January

UNITY IN ACTION
Public Meeting

Protest against repression in
Stop Khomeini terrorism in

Saturday 23 January
(further details to be announced)

Iran!

Britain

EDINBURGH

COMING SOON

Dundee Demonstration 28 November

brother of Irish POW Paul Hill, who
outlined the degrading conditions that
Irish prisoners face. A PSF speaker told of
her ex-husband’s arrest yesterday under
the PTA and the smashing up of her house
by the anti-terrorist squad. Terry Marlowe
speaking for FRFI condemned those who
attack the so-called lack of democracy in
the socialist countries whilst ignoring the
presence of British troops in Ireland and
pledged the RCG’s continuing support for
the Irish liberation struggle.

Bradford 12

FRFI has continued to hold street meetings
in support of the Bradford 12 in London
and the North West. These told hundreds
of people about the Bradford 12 case and
built support for the 12 December demons-
tration to which FRFI contingents tra-
velled from all over Britain.

Dundee —
Police Attack Democratic Rights
Again

No doubt angry at the success of the
defence campaign Dundee police dis-
played blatant prejudice with the arrest of
a band steward on the 28 November
demonstration. He was attacked by one of
a handful of fascists who had followed the
march jeering and blowing whistles with

open police toleration and approval. He
was arrested and charged but has pleaded
not guilty.
mounting another campaign to expose the
loyalist Dundee police and have the
charges dropped.

South London Public Meeting

The South London Irish Solidarity
Committee (SLISC) held its first public
meeting on 10 December in Brixton. Its
aim was to build support for the North
London march on 19 December. Ben Hill,
brother of Republican POW Paul Hill who
is in Wormwood Scrubs, spoke for the
SLISC. Brought up in the Falls Road, he
used his own experience of British rule in
Ireland to urge support for the national
liberation struggle and for Republican
prisoners in Ireland and in Britain.

Iran solidarity

On 13 November, despite police harass-
ment, over 100 people picketed the Iranian
consulate in Manchester. The two hour
picket organised by Iran Solidarity Man-
chester demanded the release of over 5000
political prisoners in Iran and condemned
Khomeini’s regime which murders and tor-
tures to survive. At one point a pro-
Khomeini thug assaulted a PMOI suppor-
ter who was handing out leaflets.

African National Congress (South
Africa) 70th Anniversary
8 January 1982
Meeting at Central Hall
Westminster at 7pm
Speakers. Comrade Alfred Nzo,

Remember Bloody Sunday!
Victory to the Irish People!
Longsight Market 11am to 12
noon Saturday 23 January

MANCHESTER

General Secretary ANC & guests
from SWAPO, PLO and Anti-
Apartheid Movement, Socialist
International and others.

Remember Bloody Sunday!
Saturday 23 January 11am
outside Prince of Wales, opposite
Lambeth Town Hall

SOUTH LONDON
Street Meeting

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATION
DEMONSTRATION
Sunday 31 January 1982
Coventry City Centre
Called by Sinn Fein

MANCHESTER
Demonstration
Victory to the Irish People!
Saturday 20 February
Assemble 12.30pm at Moss Side,
outside Birley High School,
Chichester Road
Called by North West Irish
Solidarity Committee

The Dundee Committee is

Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton

Then on 28 November a conti
Fight Racism! Fight impenainm.
ters from Manchester and Birmi
marched on a demonstration organises
Iran Solidarity Manchester. The m
500 strong demonstration went thros
the centre of Manchester chanting slog
like Down with Khomeini! Long Live
Revolution!

Mike Duffield — No Case to
Answer

On Wednesday 2 December the Glas
Irish Freedom Action Committee and :
porters of FRFI held a large picke
Glasgow District Court demanding
dropping of charges against Mike |
field. Mike was arrested on the Glas
May Day march for shouting *Victor
The Hunger Strikers! Political St
Now!’ —abreach of the peace accordir
the Glasgow police!!

The Procurator Fiscal called for
adjournment of the trial because he dic
have enough evidence. He had give
police witness permission to go on hol
and then had the nerve to use the abs:
of this witness as part of his excuse for
of evidence. The Sheriff obliged the |
curator Fiscal and granted a furth
months adjournment. The trial will
take place on April 27 1982, almost a
from the original arrest. The eight defi
witnesses, (one of whom travelled f
Holland, losing his job as a result), 1
simply turned away. Clearly afraid
this prosecution court collusion woul
seen by the public, the public gallery
closed and the GIFAC supporters de
access to the “Trial’.

The Mike Duffield Defence Campai
demanding that the charge, which carr
possible 6 month jail sentence and a £1
fine, be dropped. Send letters, deman
the dropping of the charge to, The
curator Fiscal, 298 Clyde Street, Glas
and copies to GIFAC, Box 15, 43 Car
maker Row, Edinburgh. '

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTS FOR FRFI 16: 19.1.8

STREET MEETINGS

LEEDS
Every Saturday 11am on Corr
of Reginald Terrace and
‘Chapeltown Road, Leeds 1

NORTH LONDON

NORTH LONDON

Committee meeting

North London Irish Solidarity

Thursday 7 January, 7.30pm,
Mitford Centre, Mitford Road, off
Tollington Way, London N19

Archway Tube 2.00pm Saturd
2,9, 16 January
Kilburn Square
Saturday 23 January

MANCHESTER
Public Rally
Defend the Khan Family!
Defend the Bradford-12
Longsight Market, Saturday 9
January at 12 noon

17 — 23 JANUARY

MANCHESTER
street meeting
Defend the Khan Family!
Defend the Bradford 12
11am onwards

Saturday 16 January

Defend the Khan Family from

Saturday 23 January

Remember Bloody Sunday!
Victory to the Irish Peopie!
Wednesday 27

MANCHESTER
Demonstration

‘Removal’

. LIVERPOOL
Public Meeting
Victory to the Irish People
Friday 12 February
Further details from your local

SOUTH LONDON
Demonstration
called by South London Irish
Solidarity Campaign
Saturday 27 February
Assemble 1.30pm outside lrene
House, Balham High Road near
Balham Tube
Victory to the Irish People!
Troops Out Now!

Action Committee

ANC!

SOUTH LONDON
Public Meeting

.7.30pm |

January

i
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton y 5 February at 7.30pm Road, Holloway, N7
Admissson 30p Hall, Red Lion Square, Called to mobilise for the VIDEO FILM
CARDIFF London WC National AAM demonstration 1 hour-long video
Public Meeting l DUNDEE Nearest tube Holbom Ireland’s Hunger Strike
Remember Bloody Sunday! Public Meeting Speakers: Sinn Fein available from Glasgow Irish

V-ctory tcthe Insh Peopbe

|

Democracy for the Rich,
Repression for the Poor!
Thursday 28 January at 7

Wisha

30pm
™ oammrr= N -
- = - pee

M4 Figt Racssm’ Fagint imperiaiisn’ Jevews 19EC

Demaocracy for the Rich
Repression for the Poor!
All London Rally in defence of
Democratic Rights organised by
F»gl’" ﬂa..rsrr‘ Fight Impenahsml

Alastair Logan, Fight

BRADFORD
Public Meeting
Smash Apartheid! Victory to the

Workers struggle

Eimmpttn St FRFI seller Tuesday 2 March at 7.30pm
Queens Hall, Morley Street,
24 — 30 JANUARY Bradford
LONDON
Public Rally NORTH LONDON

Public Meeting
Victory to the ANC!
Smash Apartheid!
Thursday 11 March, 7.30pm
John Barnes Library, Camden

London W1 8JX

The Glasgow Irish Freedom

meets weekly to organise work in
Glasgow in support of the
struggle for Irish liberation
For details write to GIFAC,
Box 15, First of May Bookshop
43 Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh

FOR SALE/HIRE

SACTU 1982 CALENDAR
£2

Each month is illustrated and has
information of dates and
activities of the South African

SPECIAL OFFER 10 for £18
Obtainable from South African
Congress of Trade Unions
(SACTU) 38 Graham Street

Money with orders please
SUPPORT THE SOUTH AFRICAN
LIBERATION STRUGGLE

FRFI SUPPORTER GRO

BLIVERPOOL meets every other Friday
7.30pm. Next meeting 8 January, Stanle
House, Upper Parliament Street, Liverps
M LEEDS meets every other Tuesday at
7.30pm. Next meeting 5 January, Leeds
Trades Club, Saville Mount, Chapeltows
M DUNDEE meets fortnightly on Sunda
Next meeting 10 January. Details from |
sellers or write to RCG Box 10, First of |
Bookshop, 43 Gandlemaker Row, Eding
WS LONDON meets fortnightly. Next
meeting 5 January. For details write 1o
London FRFI, BM Box 4835, London WX
3XX

EN LONDON meets fortnightly on
Tuesdays. Next meetings Tuesday 5 J=
and Tuesday 19 January at 7.30pm ks
Centre, Mitford Road, London N18
WEDINBURGH meets fortnightly on
Sundays, 7.30pm at First of May Books
43 Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh. Ness
meetings 3, 17, 31 Janoary
HWABERDEEN Anyone interested shows
contact FRFI c/o Boomtown Books, &
Street, Aberdeen

W BRADFORD meets every second Thu
at 7.30pm. Nexi meetings Thursday 7
January and Thursday 21 January
Conference Room (upstairs), Quesns =
Morley Street, Bradford

M CARDIFF meets fortnightly on Mons

Freedom Action Committee
Write for details to GIFAC, Box 15
First of May Bookshop,

43 Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh

Next meeting Monday 4 January, 7300
Wales Empire Pool, Commities Boom
Carditf

W MANCHESTER Fortnightly on Sends
Next meeting 10 January 2pm. See F=8
sellers for details

HBIRMINGHAM Next meeting 10 Jam
7pm. Labour Party HQ. 14 Bristol Shes
BGLASGOW Group mests reguiariy F
details contact: FRFI, Box £0, £3
Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh




LETTERS

Defend socialism in Poland

ollowing the suggestion by
Edinburgh FRFI Support Group to
ket British banks with interests
1 Poland, the letter below was sent
o the New Communist Party.
Dear Comrades,
e anti-Soviet campaign being
aged by the imperialists is using
2 crisis in Poland as one of its
ain focuses. Prostituting the
ords ‘freedom’ and ‘democracy’,
he imperialists are supporting and
couraging the most reactionary,
ti-socialist elements in Polish
ociety. Their aim is clear —to
dermine socialism in Poland and
et back the progress of socialism
orld-wide. In this campaign, the
perialists have been joined by
2 British Labour Party and the
etit bourgeois socialist
ganisations like SWP, IMG and

US and British imperialism are
ing a leading role in this
paign. The time is overdue for
ialists in Britain to oppose the

tivities of the British ruling class

d rally to the defence of

cialism in Poland. In particular, it
al to show people where the
se of Poland’s economic

pblems really lies — in the

anglehold of the imperialists,
icularly the imperialist banks,
he Polish economy. Poland’s
s now stand at $25bn and the
at proportion of this is owed to
stern banks. The imperialists

using this stranglehold to gain

lical foothold in Poland as a
22 to counter-revolution.
is wital to expose thig, to build
osition to the imperialist
ght and to show that there
ople willing to stand up to
wrudent anti<communist
paign. We therefore propose
on a set day in January,
=htime pickets be held on those
%= most heavily involved in the
economy. These pickets to
Dface in as many major cities
in as possible and be given
publicity. Their theme
2 be ‘Imperialist Hands Off
d", ‘Cancel Poland'’s Debts’
Jefend Socialism in Poland'.
know that the NCP supports
sm in Poland and therefore
= proposing that the NCP and
Jointly call and organise these
s. This would strengthen their
et and influence.
dates we would propose are
Friday 8 January or Friday 15
at 12.30 - 2.00pm. Since
s and Lloyds' are the main
1o which Poland owes debts,
Dpose to concentrate on
banks. We would propose
bre picketing a large central
 of either Lloyds or Barclays
following towns: London,
Manchester and Glasgow.
sly, we would invite anti-
alist organisations to join
kets and would inform the
Polish, Cuban and other

se let us know quickly
you agree to jointly calling
ickets as obviously the
publicity gets out the better.
st the NCP and ourselves
B2 on certain issues we see
on why this should stand in
of cooperation to oppose
st designs on Poland.
ally,
 Williams
sonary Communist Group)

Do not despair of NCP!

Dear Comrades,
Thank you for FRFI 15. | have
pleasure in enclosing a cheque for
£2.00 to renew my subscription,
plus £1.00 cash fund donation. As
usual | find most of the latest issue
of FRFI of a high standard, but
must tell you | very much regret the
article entitled ‘NCP scabs on
hunger strikers’ on page 7. It seems
a pity that you must attack the only
truly revolutionary group apart from
the RCG in England in this way.

| would be interested to hear the
NCP's side of the argument, but
even if all you claim of the NCP’s
attitude to the RCG is true, | think
you would do better to try and
influence them by positive criticism
rather than by sectarian calls to
their members to desert the party.
Why do you not try and educate

their leadership? Write to them and "

explain you are not trotskyists, that
you defend the socialist countries
against trotskyist and petit
bourgeois attacks, and that you
would value working with them
through not only the South London
Hunger Strike Action Committee
for example, but also in any Ireland
work they might organise.

You may not get a positive
reaction in the short-term, but |
believe the RCG had a considerable
influence over the development of
the NCP (not directly of course but
through arguing cogently at
political meetings etc) and believe
the two groups will continue to
influence each other. | remember
when | was in the CPGB in
Sheffield that much of what RCG
members said at open meetings
was reluctantly agreed with by
people who are now variously
disillusioned and out of politics, in
the NCP, and still in the CPGB.
Even the NCP theoretical journal
seems to bear a remarkable
resemblance in layout to
‘Revolutionary Communist’,

Do not despair of the NCP. You
and they are the only two groups in
England still supporting the armed
Irish national liberation struggle
after the recent bombings over
here.

How about taking up Edinburgh
FRFI| Group’s idea and inviting the
NCP to join you in picketing British
Banks in a day of Solidarity with
Socialist Poland? That should
appeal to them. Even if they refuse,
you could ask them what actions
they intend undertaking that you
could support. The NCP’s positions
are not so far away from yours (as
is the case with all the other so-
called left groups) that you cannot
influence them, by talking to them.
Long Live the NCP!

Long Live the RCG!
Fraternally yours
JL

Chester

Editorial note: We do not judge an
organisation by its words alone.
The NCP did print articles
supporting the hunger strikers and
the Republican Movement, but its
leadership actively prevented any
effort to translate fine words into
practical deeds. It withdrew from
the South London Hunger Strike
Action Committee and was rarely
seen on the numerous events
organised in support of the hunger
strikers. The most dangerous form
of opportunism is that which utters
words in support of the anti-
imperialist struggle in Ireland while
at the same time opposing
practical work to build a movement
in support of this struggle. It is the
NCP leadership which behaved in a

disgracefully sectarian manner by
forbidding its members to work in
the SLHSAC on the sham grounds
of ‘opposition to trotskyism’. The
NCP, it should be noted is quite
happy to work with trotskyists in
the CND. It put its own narrow
ideological shibboleths before the
urgent need to build a movement to
win political status for the Irish
hunger strikers. The RCG was
therefore entirely correct in
appealing to genuine communists
in the NCP to leave that
organisation.

Comrade JL will note, from the
letter to the NCP printed on this
page, that we are taking up the
suggestion from Edinburgh FRFI
supporters group to picket British
banks exploiting Poland. Unlike the
NCP on the hunger strike, we are
prepared to work with the NCP to
oppose imperialist aggression not
only against Ireland, but against
the socialist countries too.

Unfair attack on CND

Dear Editor,

Your attack on CND was most
unjustified and unfair on myself
and many thousands of CND
members and supporters who also
are socialists.

CND is solely for nuclear
disarmament and nothing else.
There are plenty of other
organisations for Ireland, El
Salvador etc of whom myself and
many other CND members
support.

The CND movement collapsed
in the sixties through infiltration of
extremists using the CND platform
for their own cause.

Unsigned

Editorial note: We do not attack
individual followers of the CND
many of whom do indeed honestly
desire world peace. Our attack is
against ‘The leaders, organisers
and propagandists of the CND and
their supporters in the SWP, IMG
and CPGB...". The main point of
our article in FRF| 14 was that
nuclear disarmament and peace is
possible only with the destruction
of imperialism and that the threat
of nuclear war can only be ended
by ‘the ending of imperialist
aggression and war against the
oppressed nations and socialist
countries’. The CND poses as a
peace movement but does not
fight imperialism. Indeed its
leaders, such as EP Thompson,
defend it, whilst attacking the
Republican Movement in Ireland.
What is the use of ‘plenty of other
organisations for Ireland...’ (even
if they did exist) when.hundreds of
thousands march on CND
demonstrations, but only
hundreds on pro-Irish ones.
Nuclear war is still only a threat,
however awesome, the oppression
and war against the Irish is
actually taking place now, Yet the
CND leaders say nothing about
the murder of Irish people and the
SWP, IMG et al pour all their
efforts into the CND and none into
a movement to support the Irish.

Prison letter

These are extracts from a letter
sent us by a prisoner in an English
jail.

... the forces of evil that patrol our
once great city, have decided to
put operation clean-up into force.,
By this | mean their sole intention
is to remove all the people who

SEND US YOUR
LETTERS

We welcome
letters from
readers. Please
keep them as short
as you can

Please note our
new address is:
FRFI,

BCM Box 5909,
London WC1N 3XX

they (the filth force) think a danger
to them. They believe that
removing people like me, ie into
prison, they will be able to control
any more outbreaks of rioting.
This as we all know will not
succeed, as Bobby Sands MP
once said ‘You can't kill a Dream
and you cannot lock it up in a
prison cell’. The fight will go on
until the people of Liverpool 8 are
free from Oxford's storm
troopers...

...revolutionaries don't expect
and should not expect anything
from these people. What we
revolutionaries should expect is
incarceration. Ann Harries and all
the other brothers and sisters who
have and who are about to be sent
to these dirty rotting cesspits
must be strong. We all have the
same dream, the same goal. In
war there are deaths, wounds and
so forth. The people of Vietnam
didn't give up, and they were dying
in their thousands, so why should
we give up...We should take
heart, we cannot and will not lose.
‘What'you've seen on 4/5 July'was
an awakening of social
conscience. The people don't want
any more Jimmy Kellys, no more
Davy Moores. We want the filth to
recognise the rights of the people,
if they don't we shall make
them...

The bloody government we all
live under, will have to rethink . ..
she's gonna have to curb the filth,
or the people will wipe them out.
As of yet we’re only defending, the
attack has yet to come. We all
know the filth are tooling up

~against us...We are ready for

their water tanks and their rubber
bullets.

Wolf in sheep’s clothing
Dear FRFI,

- | see the state as a beast, a wolf in

sheep’s clothing.

... The state tries to give us the
impression that they are for the
people, when really they are
looking after themselves, their
profits. .. They use the police, their
army, to keep us down in our place.
The state distributes its papers, its
lies, to keep the truth from us. FRFI
keeps us informed here in
Stockwell, informed as to the trith
in Britain, Ireland, Africa and
elsewhere where people are
suffering racist oppression. It was
good to see the attack on lan S
mention in your paper (FRFI 14)...

The state is the terrorist, yet
when we or anyone else fight back
we are called terrorists. This state
keeps down the Irish people...and
calls them terrorists. When we
black people fight back they are
going to call us terrorists. It hasn't
stopped the Irish people fighting
back and it won't stop us fighting
back against our oppressors the
British state. ..

Joe
Stockwell, South London

Internationalism
Dear Comrade,

The thing which | like about FRF|
was of course its internationalist
policies. It seems to cover a large
part of the world, pin pointing out
all their problems, whereas a lot of
socialist and communist papers
devote more cover space to just
national news, which is good in
one instance, but | feel gives a
narrow outlook to the British,
because they then can't see how
their movement is connected with
what is happening elsewhere in the
world. That’s why the left is so
disjointed, and reformist; because
they are isolated. They want to
change things here first, and then
go out to help other countries, not
understanding, that the movements
are all connected, when one
succeeds, they all succeed, maybe
at different levels, but the tide is
high. Even the left have the
arrogant islandic ideas, that a
Socialist England first will change
the world to become socialist later
much as she did previously with
her empire.

English people need to
understand that a country, for
example like El Salvador, is not a
small country miles away, but next
to you; that the Salvadorean people
are not just Salvadoreans, but our
brothers. For this fight against
imperialism is not their fight, it is
-our fight, they are losing their sons
for our benefit, to weaken
imperialism.

Yours fraternally
ol
Wakefield

Communist Tradition

Dear FRFI,

FRFI 13 was as good as ever. The
series ‘The Communist Tradition on
Ireland’ is really very good. It is a
great piece on Irish history. | think
it should be put in book form,
perhaps it is already . ..

WR

Dundalk

(Ed) A book is planned

Australian anti-imperialism

From Sinn Fein — Australia
Dear Comrade,

Firstly, | would like you to send
FRFI to the above address for 12
months by air. .,

We are at present issuing a
fortnightly bulletin and we would
very much appreciate your
permission to quote from FRFI in it.
Of course, we would give due
acknowledgement to the source!

Many thanks for the copies of
FRFI which you sent me. Most
impressive. I'll certainly see about
articles from this end. As we have
been carrying out a big programme
designed to make the organisation
a real force, that is in Australia, we
had no time to look to other things
out now that the programme is
nearly finalised (with real success,
I'm glad to say) we must look
around to letting our friends and
comrades overseas know a bit
more about Irish republican and
socialist activities in Australia.

Itis good to learn that you are
having success with FRFI. We here
also suffer a lot from the lies of the
imperialist press and your
publication will certainly help to
expose those lies, in Britain and
overseas.

In solidarity
JM
Victoria, Australia

Congratulations

Dear Comrades,
I have enclosed a £2.00 postal ord
for a subscription to Fight Racisa
Fight Imperialism! Could you star
it from the November issue.

| congratulate you for your
excellent paper. It is great the way
that you come out firmly in suppor
for Ireland’s fight for freedom,
unlike some so-called socialists.
Yours fraternally
John
Wembley

Suspicions confirmed

Dear FRFI,

| enclose £2.00 for a six month
subscription to Fight Racism! Figh
Imperialism!

The articles in FRFI have confirmes
my suspicions that groups such as

-the SWP and IMG are not genuinely

revolutionary, but | had not realised
they were so hypocritical about
support for the Provisionals and
INLA or armed revolutionaries in
Europe.

Fraternally

JL

Sutton, Surrey

Parasites visit Wales

Comrades,

On November 4 this year the
people of Wales were unfortunate
to be visited by two of Britain's
biggest parasites.

On the first day a young woman
ignored the police and plainclothed
SAS gunmen, and sprayed white
paint over the royal car.

On the second day 200 Welsh
nationalists greeted the parasites
with smoke flares and stink bombs.
One demonstrator was assaulted
by a loyalist thug and instead of
arresting the loyalist, the
demonstrator was arrested.

Before and during the visit two
bombs were planted. One in
Pontypridd, and another in Cardiff.
Responsibility was claimed by the
Workers Army of the Welsh
Republic. The British press
screamed hysterically about
protecting the parasites from Irish
‘terrorists’ and Welsh ‘fanatics’.
Anti-Irish and anti-Welsh racism
was clearly seen.

Cymru Sosialaidd
cpP
Caerffili

BECOME A FIGHT
RACISM! FIGHT
IMPERIALISM!
SUPPORTER

If you are willing to help the
work which FRFI is doing,
become an FRFI supporter.

We need more people to sell
FRFI and to involve others in
the fightback. We need mare
people writing for FRFI about
their local struggles and
campaigns.

Fill in your name and address
on the form below, and send
£5. You will receive a
Supporter card, a year's
subscription to FRFI and
details of all our activities in
your area and nationally,
(Postal orders and cheques
payable to Larkin
Publications)

L

Addiess..... s - LaNE

Send this form to Larkin
Publications

BCM Box 5909 London WC1N 3XX
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The IRA unit involved, after successfully

The British press, not unexpectedly, madea
meal of this news. They hoped that ‘Super-
grass’ — as they had dubbed Black —would
lead 1o a serious weakening of the IRA’s
military effectiveness. The vain hope of
bourgeois propagandists that a few
informers are capable of turning the tide
againsi an armed anti-imperialist move-
ment born of mass working class resistance
has already shattered.

On the very day of the army raids a 15
strong IRA active service unit mounted a
large scale gun attack on the Middletown
barracks in South Armagh, raking it with
M60 machine gun fire. Two days later a
permanent army checkpoint on the Fer-
managh/Cavan border was subjected to a
brilliantly organised car bomb ambush.

{ the checkpoint to civilians, let

The Manchester-based clothing

_firm of Carrington Viyella recently

received a nasty shock when it
closed down its shirt factory in
Derry. In the usual cynical manner
of British capitalists the company
simply told the 320 workers that
they were redundant and called in
a haulage firm to remove the
manufacturing equipment from
the factory.

At this point, however, the Derry Brigade
of the Provisional IRA stepped in. A
statement issued by the IRA in Derry
warned the haulage firm that action would
be taken to stop any attempt to remove the
machinery from the factory. At the same
time Derry Provisional Sinn Fein also
issued a statement attacking trade union-
ists and politicians in the city who were
‘negotiating” over the closure of the
factory for ignoring the effect that
redundancy would have on those being
thrown out of work. The statement
pointed out: ‘Many of these workers were
the main breadwinners in their families.
The fact that they have been made
redundant means that in many cases their
families will be living below the poverty
l'me' The statement accordingly called for
the £250,000 which the machinery in the
factory is worth to be given to self-help
groups in the local community. At the time
of writing the machinery remains in the
factory pending a settlement satisfactory
to the nationalist working class
community in Derry.

IRA against
British Army

On the morning of 24 November, in a series of morning raids in Belfast’s
Oldpark and Ardoyne districts, the British army arrested over 20 Repub- |
lican members and supporters. Many of them now face charges in con-
nection with a number of IRA military operations and the press has an-
nounced that more will be arrested and charged. These arrests were a
direct result of information given to the security forces by Christopher
Black —a Republican turned traitor. Black who was arrested on 21
November betrayed his comrades and has since been bundled off to
England along with the rest of his family.

loose a driverless car primed with explo-
sives. The British soldiers were too startled
to run and when the car hit the checkpoint
and exploded two were seriously injured.
Then on 29 November an RUC patrol was
ambushed outside Unity flats in Belfast
killing an RUC man, while in Armagh the
following Tuesday another RUC patrol
was subject to a gun and grenade attack.
These and other operations, are
sufficient answers to the idle hopes of
imperialist journalists. The armed struggle
in Ireland has surmounted many a more
serious obstacle and returned to harass and
terrify British imperialism. It will continue
to do so until every British soldier is either
buried or withdrawn from Ireland.

Eddie Abrahams

After all the claims and counter-claims surrounding the appearance of lan
Paisley’s ‘Third Force’ it has become all too clear over the past few weeks
that this ‘new’ force is simply the latest in a long line of ‘unofficial’ loyalist
forces whose sole aim is to intimidate the nationalist community into
submission. lan Paisley has indeed compared the relationship between
himself and the Third Force to that between Edward Carson and the UVF
in 1920 when Carson provided the political leadership and the UVF the
armed force to ensure the establishment of the Six Counties state. As in
1920 the appearance of such an ‘unofficial’ loyalist force can be traced to
doubts among loyalists as to the effectiveness of the ‘official’ British and
loyalist forces in suppressing Republican resistance and to a vague (but
entirely groundless) suspicion that the British government may not be
fully committed to maintaining loyalist privileges and the Six County

state.

The attitude of the British government
towards such ‘unofficial’ forces has in fact
always been one of tacit encouragement in
practice combined with public statements
of disapproval —in just the same way as,
for example, the regime in El Salvador and
the United States government which sup-
ports it publicly condemn the activities of
right-wing death squads while in practice
allowing and encouraging such activities to
continue. This has been the attitude of the
British government towards the UVF and
the UDA and so it has proved in relation to
the Third Force. Illegal road checkpoints
and harassment of nationalist people,
particularly in rural areas, by the Third
Force have been widely tolerated by the

‘official’ forces, while on Ian Paisley’s
Day of Action RUC and UDR men chatted
with masked loyalist thugs as the latter set
up road-blocks and later, the ‘official’
forces again looked on benevolently as the
Third Force marched in military forma-
tion through Newtownards. Similar par-
ades by the Third Force in other towns
have likewise gone entirely unhindered by
the ‘official” forces.

Jim Prior’s condemnation of ‘private
armies’ and his promise that alleged links
between the Third Force and the UDR and
RUC would be investigated were therefore
strictly for public (and particularly
international) consumption. The reality of
the situation was betrayed when Prior
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GLASGOW

Demonstration

On Saturday 12 December Glasgow
working class youth once again demons-
trated their uncompromising stand in sup-
port of the Irish struggle for freedom. The
demonstration started in the Roystonhill
district of Glasgow with a tremendous
chant of ‘Victory to the Irish People!
Troops Out Now!’.

At the rally in Blackhill a speaker from
the GIFAC called on all present to help
build and organise a mass movement in
Glasgow and the West of Scotland. In
winding up the rally a speaker from the
RCG took time to mention the hypocritical
bleatings of the capitalists as regards the
prima donna ‘hunger strike’ of the latest
Soviet dissidents while ten Irish freedom
fighters were slowly murdered for sixty
days and more on hunger strike. The mar-
chers will continue to demonstrate and
continue to expose such obscene hypo-
crisy. A message of support, from Amster-
dam, was met with enthusiastic applause:
‘The H-Block Armagh Committee, Neth-
erlands, send greetings and fully supports
your march. Victory to the Irish People!

JM
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Dundee Demonstration

The Dundee Irish Republican Solidarity
Committee organised its second successful
demonstration on Saturday 28 November.
The 100 strong demonstration marched
through the town chanting ‘Victory to the
Irish People!” It-was joined by contingents
from Glasgow, Edinburgh and Fife as well
as the new Bobby Sands Memorial band
which arrived from Wishaw to give an
enthusiastic performance.

Defence Campaign Wins

Police charges against a number of
Dundee Irish-  Republican Solidarity
Committee supporters have been dropped.
This follows a vigorous campaign which
gained support from local unions and the
Trades Council. Workers at the Timex
factory and many local working people
signed a petition and donated to the
campaign. MPs_were written to and the
local council heard a committee
spokesman.

EDINBURGH

Sewer from Scottish television

On Guy Fawkes night, 5 November, Scot-
tish Television (STV) held one of their so
called ‘people’s meetings’ in St Ninions
Church, Edinburgh.

Two Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!
supporters were present, one successfully
put STV ‘on the spot” as it were. What he
demanded to know was:

‘Why did STV go on about Major
Pringle’s dog which Iuckily missed death
by an IRA bomb, so much, when they
failed to mention about 8 and 9 year old
boys and girls who were being maimed
and killed by plastic bullets?’

The answer we received from the head of
STV News was as follows:

‘The reasons we go on about Major
Pringle’s dog is because we think that a
Major, and I’m sure many will agree, is
far more important than any Irish child-
ren, as are the British government more
important than the IRA, INLA or what-
ever you call them’.

Sonow you know STV are biased. You can
be sure that whatever you read and hear is
not true but one-sided and twisted.

GH

called on members of the Third Force
join the RUC and UDR —an open a
nowledgement that these ‘official” loya
forces are composed of exactly the sa
kind of loyalist thugs as those who ¢
stitute the Third Force. Prior’s statem:
indeed confirms that the British gove
ment’s attitude towards such ‘unoffici
forces has not changed in the slightest sis
the foundation of the Six County state
1920 when entire units of the UVF w
recruited into the Ulster Special Const:
ulary — the forerunner of the UDR.

In these circumstances the call made
the SDLP for an inquiry into the Th
Force can be clearly seen as no more tha
pathetic attempt to cover up for the Brit
state. As a statement issued by Derry P
visional Sinn Fein pointed out:

‘What have enquiries ever acco
plished, save to divert people’s attent
from the real issue and hide the t
culprits? We had the enquiry into

- death of Sammy Devenney, with
notorious “‘conspiracy of silence’’ as|
RUC sheltered its murderers. We |
the Widgery Report enquiring into |
murders of Bloody Sunday — worse tk
no enquiry at all. It slandered
innocent, protected the guilty, 2
brought promotion and decoration
the murderers’.

The statement concluded:

‘An enquiry will change nothin
neither will it tell us anything. Do
need to be told that the Third Fore
armed Loyalism on the march? Do
need to be told it exists with the |
blessing of the First and Second Fort
the British Army and RU
UDR? Do we need to be told the Tk
Force activity is legal, while peace
protests by Nationalists are put down
plastic bullets, summonses and he;
fines? No one needs to be told any
this. Jim Prior’s open encouragem
for Third Force members to join

RUC and UDR underlined the blat
sectarianism of all three. This wa
stark affirmation of the relations
between the British Government :
armed Loyalism. Can anyone, &
Michael Canavan [the SDLP spol
man who had called for an engus
defend the logic of asking any branct
the British establishment here to
tigate Loyalism, for whom it prow
the very life blood?’

For the nationalist working class
appearance of the Third Force has me:
underlined once again the necessity
continue the struggle against that w#
breeds and sustains all such forces
North of Ireland —the British impers
state.
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