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Sir Kenneth Newman will be head of the Metropolitan police in Oct-
ober. As FRFI has consistently warned, the appointment of this
architect of torture in the Six Counties of Ireland heralds intensified
repression particularly against black youth. Newman has already let

slip his attitude to black people.
In an interview published in a US
magazine Newman is quoted as saying:

‘In the Jamaicans you have a people
who are constitutionally disorderly

.. It's simply in their make-up.
They’re constitutionally disposed to
be anti-authority’.

Of course now that publicity about
these racist remarks has reached Britain
Newman is busily denving them. They
damage his efforts to promote himself
as being pro-Scarman and pro-com-
munity policing. The reality is of course
that by community policing Newman
means an extensive apparatus of police

spyving. In his last post as head of Brams
hill police college (where he was sent
after international exposure of his tort-
ure methods in the Six Counties) New-
man outlined his theories. He believes
that thorough police intelligence work
enables the police to know and concen-
trate on certain targets rather than use
‘swamp’ tactics. Thus he says:

‘.. .the police should, especially in
multi-racial inner city areas, reduce
abrasive street encounters to the
minimum and focus their efforts on
the selective and accurate targetting
of the people actually committing
street robberies. This implies a bigger
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‘But the Israelis took no notice of the white flags. And to finish off the
job, the Israeli jets came back for another bombing run when the people
were burying those killed in the first strike’

NIMPERIALISTS

BACK GENOCIDE
IN LEBANON

Imperialist reaction and counter-revolution, 'sheer barbarism and fascist genocide in the service o
oppression and territorial expansion — such is the character of Israel’s 6 June invasion of Lebanon. Ths
invasion was planned and executed to forever destroy the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), the
expression of 4 million Palestinian people’s democratic right to self-determination. It was effected wit
ruthless and genocidal intent: within the space of 7 days Israeli air, sea and land forces slaughterec
nearly 20,000 Lebanese and Palestinians. The International Red Cross put the figure of refugees a
600,000. Whole towns, villages and refugee camps were razed to the ground. British and US imperialism
attempted to cover up their responsibility by mouthing phrases of disapproval. But they did nothing &«
stop the slaughter. Indeed they have massively assisted Israel in the attainment of its objectives. The
WWMMZMM&MpﬂmmmaMMdeMM

Israel attacks

The Israeli invasion demonstrated to the
full imperialism’s capacity for terror
and savagery. It pulled fromits face that
mask of ‘democracy’, ‘civilisation” and
‘humanity’ which imperialism reserves
for the auditoria of the United Nations
and its own Parliaments.

The coastal town of Tyre was
subjected to remorseless bombardment
and destruction, leaving 1,200 dead.
During the Israeli assault, 15,000 refu-
gees were forced to remain on the-beach
for two days without food, water or
shelter while the Israeli forces turned
back UN relief convoys. Further to the
north, the town of Sidon was put to

continued on page 11

NEWMAN’S RACISM

investment in intelligence and skilled
surveillance’.

He believes in police link-up with
schools, social services, councils etc, to
facilitate this spying.
this all fails the police have their riot
squads and plastic bullets (which as ex-
head of the paramilitary RUC Newman
knows plenty about) to use to put down
opposition.

In the Six Counties Newman'’s prime
speciality was intelligence work. Having
reorganised RUC intelligence he set up
the conveyor belt whereby Republicans
were beaten and tortured into signing
confessions and then presented to Dip-
lock Courts for lengthy sentences to be
imposed. Newman's experience of
police spying and brutality is now to be
brought to the streets of London.
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And of course, if

SUPPORT THE
HEALTH WORKERS

The health workers strike on 23 June saw a significant and heartening
display of working class solidarity as thousands of miners, engineer:
and civil servants joined the three-quarter million health workers wie
took action that day. The militancy and determination of the healt
workers arises not only from appalling wages and conditions but iz
also due to the fact that oppressed workers — many black, Irish, immi
grant workers a large percentage of whom are women — form a higf

proportion of their ranks.

The health workers are fighting
poverty-line wages and vicious govern-
ment cutbacks in health care and jobs.
They are having to fight on many
fronts. They face a government intent
on breaking the unity achieved between
nurses and other health workers. Hence
the offer of 7' % to the nurses, an offer
which the arch conservative leadership
of the Royal College of Nursing clearly
wants to accept. The health workers
also face the TUC Health Services Com-
mittee which until recently refused to
allow more than demoralising one-day
strikes. Now under intense pressure
from the angry and determined workers
the committee has called a 3 day strike
from 19-21 July.

The workers clearly reject the latest in-
sulting offer of 6% for ancillary staff
and 7Y% for nurses. They have wide-
spread support amongst the working
class. Indeed that support coupled with
the health workers determination has
the potential to provide a serious chal-
lenge to the Tory Government. The
power to turn that potential into reality
unfortunately rests with trade union
leaders who have repeatedly proved un-

.willing to fight the Tories. Whilst the

Thatcher Government is the enemy
without let nobody forget the fre-

quently lethal enemies within —ths
trade union leaders —who use thes
power to prevent a working class fighs
back.

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism
gives full support to the health worke
and urges all our readers to atiend as
support ‘their picket lines and demos
strations.
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EDITORIAL

TRADE UNIONS IN RETREAT

The present government is engaged in all-out attack on basic trade
union rights and working class living standards. In this war against

the organised trade union movem

ent it continues to inflict crippling

defeats. In the face of this attack the organised trade union move-
ment is retreating and has exposed its inability to defend trade union

rights, living standards, working

conditions and the provision of

services vital to the working class.

On 28 June the first all-out national
strike on the railways since 1955, and
the first called by the major railway
union, the National Union of
Railwaymen (NUR) since 1926, began.
On 29 June, after just 48 hours, it ended
in ruins. Yet the issues involved in the
dispute could not be clearer.

The British Rail Board, acting
directly on behalf of the government, is
trying to impose longer hours of more
intensive work on a smaller and lower
paid workforce in a railway network cut
to the bone. The wage increase offered
of 5% amounts, after allowing for a 5
month freeze, to 3.8%, way below the

July! The sectionalism and narrow craft
spirit deliberately cultivated by the trade
union leadership is here displayed in all
its obscenity. As a consequence the rail-
way unions march, separately, to
almost certain defeat. The British Rail
Board are now so confident that they
have withdrawn the 5% offer and,
during the NUR strike, overturned the
closed shop by stating they would not
sack anyone who lost their trade union
membership as a result of scabbing on
the strike. Indeed it is now clear that the
British Rail Board is out to destroy
ASLEF altogether. Those on strike
have been told they will be allowed to

rate of inflation. It is tied directly to i return to work only if they sign indivi-

what are called ‘productivity’ agree-
ments —ie fewer trains staffed by fewer
workers, working longer hours for less
pay. This is, for example, what the
infamous ‘flexible rostering’ is all
about. ‘Flexible rostering’ simply
destroys the eight hour day won in 1919
and replaces it by a system which en-
sures that each person works longer
hours in each shift therefore fewer
workers will be required. Nothing could
be clearer yet ASLEF and NUR are
proving incapable of fighting this
attack.

In the the run up to the strike, Sidney
Weighell, leader of NUR, openly
attacked ASLEF, saying:

‘Let them [British Rail Board]
withhold pay from train drivers but
not from nine tenths of the workforce
merely because one union reneges on
agreements and tears them up
annually.’

Because the British Rail Board said they
would not pay even the 5% until ‘flex-
ible rostering’ was accepted and because
ASLEF refused to accept ‘flexible
rostering’, Weighell said * Go ahead,
attack ASLEF but leave us alone’!
ASLEF, for its part, then refused to
support the NUR stoppage on 28 June
and then, after the NUR was
humiliated, called its own strike from 4

\%131 employment contracts accepting
‘flexible rostering’.

The London Transport strike arose
directly out of the Law Lords’ ruling
against the ‘Fares Fair’ policy. Again
the issue could not be clearer. London-
ers voted, using that bourgeois demo-
cracy which is the proud boast of every
canting imperialist politician, for a low
fares policy. A trio of superannuated
ruling class judges overruled that vote.
As a consequence fares more than
doubled and London Transport dec-
lared service cuts on the Underground
and buses. The GLC led by Ken Living-
stone, architect of the low fares policy,
retreated and refused to fight the ruling.
The transport unions contented
themselves with a one day strike. And
that was the end of the ‘fight’. Then
when new rosters came in to institute
service cuts there was a strike —ie when
it directly affected the unions they
moved . . .too late. Having refused to
conduct a united political battle against
the Law Lords’ ruling they found them-
selves completely isolated. When the

' NUR strike collapsed, the London
Transport Underground strike collap-
sed with it. Now London Transport has
gone in for the kill threatening to send
home anyone who refuses to work the
new rosters and imposing a four week
deadline. The fact is that defending the

THE MALVINAS WAR

The war in the Malvinas/Falklands is now over, |eaving some 2,000
dead and thousands maimed. Reactionary British imperialism is the
victor and its victory has given strength and confidence to the

Thatcher government and all the
British imperialist military superiority
plus backing from US imperialism
proved too much for the Argentine
forces led as they were by fascists with
little stomach for a fight agams: thew
imperialist masters. It 5 now-t0 be
hoped that the Argentinian masses will
move forward to remove the junta and
install a popular government capable of
and willing to oppose the real source of
misery and oppression in Argentina —
US and British imperialism.

The Malvinas/Falklands war revealed
the depths of hypocrisy and barbarism
of which British imperialism is capable.
Presented by the bellicose press as *hard
fought’and ‘valiant’ combat, the reality
of the conquest of the Malvinas/Falk-

other reactionary forces in Britain.
lands was relentless shelling and cluster
bombing. Goose Green was recaptured
with 250 Argentinian dead compared 10

bombs which dismemberad scoresof Ar
gentinian soldiers. Yet what a hue and
cry was raised when Argentinian stocks
of unused napalm were discovered.
‘Barbaric!’ shouted the British. But not
barbaric at all, evidently, when the
British used napalm against the Malayan
people or the US used it on a massive
scale against the people of Vietnam.
British imperialism, which through-
out the war (never before it!), contin-
ually denounced Argentinian breaches
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“Fares Fair’ policy would have required
a political fight against the government
and its courts, This the unions involved
and the GLC refused to do.

The organised trade union movement
has accepted four million unemployed
without fighting. It has accepted the dis-
mantling of the health service, closure
of schools, rundown of public trans-
port, reduction in social security bene-
fits, reduction in unemployment bene-
fits and the enactment of the 1980 Em-
ployment Act, shortly to be supplemen-
ted by the Tebbit Bill, without fighting
back. All the elaborate machinery of
compromise and arbitration upon
which the trade union movement’s
traditional methods depend is being des-
troyed. And when battles do take place
each is conducted in an isolated and sec-
tional manner leading directly to defeat.

This inability of the trade union
movement to defend the British work-
ing class arises from its dependence on
British imperialism. The evolution,
growth and ‘success’ of the British trade
unijon movement has been closely linked
with the strength of British imperialism.
A share in the profits of superexploita-
tion have been the foundation of the
massive apparatus —luxurious premis-
es, conference halls, full-time staff,
newspapers, pension fundsetc — that are
the dominant characteristics of the
British trade unions. They are not
fighting organisations.

The fact that the trade union move-
ment has allowed 13 years of imperialist
terror in Ireland, racist terror against
black people in Britain, the suppression
of democratic rights and the bloody im-
perialist slaughter in the Malvinas/
Falklands to go by without opposition
only confirms their subservience to their
paymasters — British imperialism. The
ruling class is able to fully exploit this
subservience when it comes to dealing
with domestic issues such as wage claims
and industrial disputes. Thatcher fresh
from her imperialist triumph in the
Malvinas/Falklands, a triumph only
possible because of Labour Party and
trade union backing has recently said:
“The Falklands Factor’ has irrevocably

changed British attitudes and that the

leaders of ASLEF, the train drivers
union, do not understand ‘the new
mood of the nation’.

of human rights itself breached the
Geneva Convention in its treatment of
Argentinian Prisoners of War. Several
died as the British forced them to clear
minefields and booby traps. Thousands
were kept for days in the bitter cold after
capture. One prisoner was summarily
murdered when a British soldier shot
him in the head.

Many of these facts now emerging
were suppressed during the war, thanks
to Ministry of Defence censorship and
the willing compliance of most TV and

From the most powerful mulsary
planners to the smallest suburban-
dwelling bigot, this war has provided a
major boost. It has also been a fine test-
ing ground for British military equip-
ment and technique. In the corridors of
power this experience will-be translated
into the plans and hardware for further

imperialist aggression.

But the British working class too must
draw lessons from this war. The first

Mrs Thatcher is appealing for unity
for her kind of Britain:

¢...the nation that had built an
empire and ruled a quarter of the
world.’

The very empire, built on the blood of
millions of oppressed peoples, that the
Labour Party and trade union move-
ment has defended throughout its his-
tory. Little wonder that in the industrial
disputes of today, the trade union
leaders are incapable of waging a serious
struggle against the very British imperi-
alist state that they themselves have
helped build and defend. The monkeys
cannot turn against the organ grinder
for he is the source of their ‘food’.

These developments show conclus-
ively that a revolutionary trend cannot
arise or be built first and foremost in the
existing Labour Party and trade union
movement. This does not rule out the
development of massive working class
struggles as rank and file trade unionists
are forced out of desperate necessity to
defend jobs, wages and living stan-
dards. Only that such workers and their
struggles will inevitably be betrayed by
the very same leaders who have consist-
ently betrayed the Irish people, the
black people and all peoples oppressed
by British imperialism.

It should now be clear why we have
consistently argued that a revolutionary
trend can only be built on an anti-
imperialist basis and first and foremost
must arise’ from the most oppressed
sections of the working class. Their un-
derstanding of imperialism and their
opposition to the British state, their re-
jection of constitutionalism and the
parliamentary sham are the fundamen-
tal requirements for the fighting organ-
isation that will take on the British
imperialist state and the Tory and
Labour governments that defend it.

All revolutionaries have a duty to
support all working class struggles to

defend jobs and living standards. That

is why we call on all our readers and sup-
porters to aid and support the health
workers and join their picket lines
during the coming strike. Where we fun-
damentally differ from the middle class
socialists is that we do not regard this
elementary duty as a strategy for revol-
ution. The primary task of revolution-
aries in Britain today is to build fighting
anti-imperialist organisations. Only
when this is done will the possibility
exist to destroy once and for all the
influence of the reactionary Labour and
trade union leaders.

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!

and major lesson being that its organis-
ations —the Labour Party and the
Trade Union leadership —are tied body
and soul to British imperialism. Foot
and his Labour Party were solidly be-
hind Britain’s imperialist war — just as
they have always been behind its war
against the Irish people. The Labour
‘Lefts’, lacking even the conviction that
Britain should nor possess the Malvinas

Falklands, © and merely
left to utter @ th imperial-
actcs. Th The Brt-
OlleL » & ¥ ' X
SRR o - g EC¥II

ave shown themselves capable of the

greatest crime — turning worker against

worker, peddling loyalty to imperial- |

ism. And that lovalty is as much present
in ‘peace’ time as in ‘war’. No step for-
ward in its own battles can be taken by
the British working class until it rejects
these leaders, rejects the imperialist
Labour Party and makes common cause
with all those fighting British imperial-
ism throughout the world.
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AFRIC
IN BRIE

® Released from Aparthe
Prisons

In July the apartheid regime rele
remission a number of political pr
It made clear, however, that non
foremost leaders of the liberatic
gle— Nelson Mandela, Walter

Govan Mbeki and many others-
considered for remission. Thess
apartheid claims do not hawe

prognosis’. With apartheid intent
further incarceration, the camg
free all South African political p
must now be intensified.

@® Death Sentences
Commuted but More Trial
Begin
The South African fascist reg
been forced to commute death se
passed on 3 ANC freedom &
Petrus Lubisi, Ncimbithi Mass
Naphtali Manana. This was no
stration of apartheid clemency.
result of a massive international
However, a further 3 freedom
are still under a death sentence.
Tsotsobe, Hohannes Shaban
Davide Moise were sentenced o
18 August 1981 for their part in 2
of highly successful military og
against the apartheid regime. &
the brilliant bombing of the high
Sasol oil plants in June 1980. M
the trial has begun of another 3
fighters — Thelle Simon Mogoes
Jerry Semano Mosololi, 25; anc
Thavo Motoung, 27. All three face
of high treason and possible de
tences in relation to military og
on apartheid police stations.
Amandla Kitson

@ SACTU Militants Muse

The apartheid regime's terror
paign against leaders of ih
African liberation and works
movement has claimed 3 mors
cently. Two SACTU militants, Ps
Jabu Nzima were murdered on £
car bomb explosion in Swazilan
Nzima was a founder member of
Allied Workers Union (BAWU) ar
cently been appointed ANC res
tive in Swaziland. Jabu Nzima ws
vist in the Textile and Alliec
Union until she joined BAWU. &
forced to flee South Africa in 1%
constant police harassment T
heid regime, with relentiess
pursued them to their deaths
Then on 8 June, Joe Mavi. Pr=
the over 15,000 strong Black &
Workers Union was killed in am
bomb explosion, passed off oy
heid press as a car ‘accident &
burg was brought o 2 stanoss
1980 when he led the biggest =

workers' strike the city has W
was murdered just befors s o
nual general mesing sChecule
June. Joe Mavi's fureral mas =
10,000 pecple

| Amandia Kitson

| away thesr
and mine guards clasmed 1o haw
of the eight murdered in “sei¥
that one was stabbed to ceas
eighth shot by an ‘unidentified
Hundreds have been sacked as
whilst thousands more have bes
ened with dismissal.



REVOLUTIONARY

TRADE UNION

The last 3 years has seen the
most militant strikes of black
workers in South Africa’s his-
tory together with the growth of
independent trade unions. In re-
sponse to this working class
revolutionary upsurge the South
African state has directed more
and more repression against
these unions, and most recently
against the South African Allied
Workers Union (SAAWU). The
attack on Rowntrees strikers is
a part of a wholesale assault on
SAAWLU, its leadership, and on
the black workers movement as
a whole. But it has not suc-
ceeded: on the contrary through
its mass support and the deter-
mination of its members,
SAAWU has grown from
strength to strength since its
formation 3 years ago.

SAAWU formed

SAAWU was formed in April 1979 as
one of a growing number of non racial
trade unions. Just 7 months later the
racist government brought out its
Industrial Conciliation Amendment
Act. The Act introduced registration in
return for a number of conditions of
state control including access to the
union’s books and membership lists by
security forces. In line with the policy of
the underground South African Con-
gress of Trade Unions (SACTU),
SAAWU refused to register. The union
released a joint statement with the
African Food and Canning Workers
Union (Neil Aggett’s union) in April
1980 pointing out that registration
would be meaningless until such racist

T

laws as the Group Areas Act and Pass
Laws were repealed. It was in East
London, bordering on Ciskei bantu-
stan, that SAAWU with the help of
another AFCWU organiser, Oscar
Mpetha (who has now been in detention
for 22 months), developed its power
base under the leadership of its Presi-
dent Thozamile Ggweta.

Revolutionary Trade Unionism

Within 5§ months of its formation its
East London membership is estimated
to have grown from 5,000 to 15,000. In
July 1980 nine members of the SAAWU
workers’ committee at National Con-
verier Industries were sacked. 200
workers staged a sit-in im support of
their leadership at which point the
management called in the police. 128
workers were arrested and charged
under the Riotous Assemblies Act.
Although initially found guilty, they
were acquitted on appeal in March 1981
with the help of defence lawyer Griffiths
Mxenge. Mxenge was a member of the
ANC —he was murdered in November
1981. In August 1980 250 workers at
Raylite Batteries staged a sit-in demand-
ing recognition of their union-—
SAAWU. The police raided the factory
and baton charged the workers injuring
25. Thozamile Ggweta and Siza Njike-
lana (National Organiser) were both

POWERFUL OFFENSIVE

On the 70th anniversary of the
foundation of the African
National Congress (ANC), 8
January 1982, the ANC declared
this year as the year of Unity in
Action and stated: ‘Let this be
the year of the most powerful
offensive that our country has
ever seen.’.

In line with the ANC’s declaration, the
armed struggle in South Africa has
recently been stepped up. In the two
weeks leading up to 16 June the 6th
anniversary of the Soweto uprising,
there has been a bomb attack by ANC’s
army — Umkhonto we Sizwe —every
day hundreds of miles apart, both by the
borders and within the urban centres of
South Africa. Even Lieutenant General
Johan Coetzee (Chief of security police)
describes the attacks as part of a new
wave linked to the 16 June and 26 June
anniversaries of the Soweto uprising of
1976 and the signing of the Freedom
Charter in 1955.

® Extensive damage has been caused
on vital fuel depots. A fuel depot owned
by Total —a subsidiary of Compagnie

Francaise des Petroles of France was

still blazing 12 hours after an attack!
@ Several bombs exploded near Pam-
pietersburg on the Richards Bay (Port)
main railway line to the-coal export
terminal. 18 coal trains were stranded.
Indeed the Richard’s Bay rail line-which
links the port to the eastern Transvaal
coalfields has been severed several
times.

@® The railway line in Soweto which
transports black workers to slave for the
decadent whites in Johannesburg was
also severed.

@ In answer to the recent recommend-
ations of the President’s Council for a
new constitution dispensation the lift
shaft there was bombed. Damage
extended to lift foyers up to the sixth
floor!

These attacks show the unity of
Umkhonto we Sizwe with the people of
South Africa —and are obviously care-
fully planned for there have been no
reported injuries as a result of these
attacks.

Victory is Certain!
Amandla Kitson

Cartoon from SAAWU newsletter “The Worker’, September 198

arrested after returning from negotia-
tions with management.

Despite such repression, murder, and
detention, by October 1980 SAAWU’s
power had increased enormously. It was
in this month that Wilson Rowntree (a
sweet factory 100% owned by the Brit-
ish company Rowntree Mackintosh)
sacked 1,100 workers for going on
strike. The SAAWU workers commit-
tee forced the company to reinstate all
the workers. It was not a concession
which Rowntrees was to forget. The
following month another British com-
pany, Chloride, was forced to recognise
SAAWU when a ballot showed 95%
support for it. These two victories were
followed in 1981 by 9 companies giving
some form of recognition to SAAWU.

SAAWU is not just fighting against
the exploiters but against the very
system of apartheid. In May 1981 Siza
Njikelana spoke at a massive meeting to
oppose the racists celebrations of 20
years of the ‘Republic of South Africa’
calling for a People’s Republic. In the
same month the 3rd Annual Congress of
SAAWU demanded universal franchise
as well as the abolition of the pass laws
and the migrant labour system.

Apartheid attempts to break
SAAWU

Racist South Africa could not tolerate
these developments: the union through
its mass strength was both wrecking the
state’s attempt to control the workers
organisations through registration, and
challenging the apartheid system itself.
In September 1980 the government is-
sued a memorandum to employers in
East London on steps to smash
SAAWU. It promised to support those
employers who refused to recognise un-
registered trade unions with even more
vicious repression. In February 1981 the
British imperialist company Wilson
Rowntree took the lead by sacking 500
workers. In spite of the massive support
which SAAWU has built for these
workers, Rowntrees have refused to rec-
ognise the union or reinstate the sacked
workers,

The struggle has developed into a test
of the entire black workers’ movement,
with South Africa attempting to wipe
out the union and its leadership. Since
the commencement of the strike,
Thozamile Ggweta and Siza Njikelana
have been detained 6 times. 79 of the
Rowntrees workers’ committee of 80
have been detained at one time. Four
SAAWU members have been in prison
for 12 months for distributing leaflets
supporting the Rowntree workers.
Thozamile Ggweta’s mother, uncle and
SAAWU comrade Deliswa Roxiso have
been murdered by racists. During one
period of detention this year, Thozamile
Ggweta and Sam Kikine (General Secre-
tary) were so severely tortured that they

NEIL AGGETT’S

INQUEST:

APARTHEID LIES

Dr Neil Aggett, a white trade unionist and Transvaal Secretary of the
African Food and Canning Workers Union, was murdered in an apart-
heid police station on 5 February after 3 months in detention. The
regime’s claim that he committed suicide is being shown as a
monstrous lie as the inquest into Neil Aggett’s death uncovers a
catalogue of deprivation and torture, proving beyond doubt that he

was murdered by his captors.

In a statement Neil Aggett made only 14
hours before his murder, he describes
what he suffered for three months. He
was held in solitary confinement and
refused visits. He was repeatedly slap-
ped, punched and kicked, and had his
testicles squeezed. Only 5 days before
his death he had been blindfolded with a
wet towel, handcuffed and then given
electric shocks. Just days from his
murder he was forced to undergo 60
hours interrogation without rest or
sleep. Well practiced in the systematic
suppression of the truth, South African
Minister of Law and Order, sought to
stop Neil Aggett’s statement being used
at the inquest. When the attempt failed,
the State resorted to monstrous and sad-
istic lies. For example, Johannesburg’s
security police chief Brigadier Hendrik
Muller claimed that Neil Aggett may
have requested extended sessions in

| order to finalise his interrogation.

Despite the lies, the truth is emerging
of horrible murder. Challenged by
George Bizos, lawyer for the Aggett
family, Johannesburg chief surgeon Dr
Vernon Kemp would not categorically
deny that Neil Aggett was murdered by
strangulation with a wet towel squeezed
around his neck. As the inquest con-
tinues, further evidence of torture and
murder will no doubt be uncovered.
Neil Aggett was murdered because he

Griffiths Mxenge — murdered
had to be put under psychiatric care.

SAAWU organised massive protests
at the sham independence of Ciskei and
South Africa reacted brutally detaining
on one day 205 trade unionists. But
after each period of detention the lead-
ers come out more determined: as Siza
Njikelana said after his fourth period of
detention ‘detentions only harden us
and make us more determined to strive
for justice and democracy in this
land . . . My detention has only made me
more resolute about carrying on.’

It is for this reason that South Africa
decided in May this year to imprison
Thozamile Ggweta, Siza Njikelana and
Sam Kikine for a long period —all three
are charged under the Terrorism Act
which has a minimum sentence of 5
years.

This is the type of repression upon
which British imperialism relies: it is the
repression which guarantees huge
profits for its increasing investments in
South Africa.

was a white revolutionary trade unionist
who threw in his lot with the black
workers of South Africa fighting
against the racist, capitalist apartheid
regime. His story whilst in detention is
familiar to those acquainted with Brit-
ish ‘police. interrogation’ technigues
used in the Six Counties. In 1978, Brian
Maguire a 27 year old Irish trade union-
ist and member of TASS was arrested,
detained and murdered. The RUC
claimed that he had committed suicide
by hanging himself. Family and friends
didn’t believe this. Republican News
said ‘all the pointers indicate that the
RUC Special Branch had, this time,
gone so far with the *‘mock’’ strangul-
ation of one of their victims that they
killed him.’

British imperialism, which has taught
the apartheid regime all its technigues of
torture and murder and which = the
main backer of the regime, = dwecly
responsible for the murder of Nel
Aggett: Communists and democrats in
Britain are duty bound to condemn not
only the apartheid regime, but ako
British imperialism which, whils spous-
ing democratic phrases, watches silessls
the torture and murder of revolutionars
trade unionists and activists in South
Africa. The inquest has now been
adjourned for 3 months. We know why!

Neil Aggett — murdered

Boycott Rowntrees
Solidarity in Britain with the South
African Rowntrees workers is therefore
not only elementary solidarity with
trade unionists in struggle. It is solid-
arity with a revolutionary union—
SAAWU —and the entire South African
working class. There is no doubt that if
Rowntree workers in Britain took pos-
itive action in support of their fellow
workers in South Africa this would tre-
mendously assist SAAWU in repulsing
the vicious repression directed against it
and independent revolutionary trade
unionism in South Africa.

FRFI urges all readers to send
messages of solidarity and donations
for the Rowntree workers to SACTU,

-38 Graham Street, London N1 8JX, and

to participate in and support all actions,
boycotts, demonstrations and pickets in
support of the Rowntree workers and
SAAWU.

Chris Fraser
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® Racist Leyland

Sritish Leyland is a major nationalised
ndustry directly financed by the Govern-
—ent_ Its record of systematic racism was
sublicly exposed four times in 1981.

in January BL was found guilty of
racism for insisting that all applicants for
manual work complete forms in English.
in February BL was again found guilty of
racism for moving a West Indian worker
from one job to another after trying to
force him to work alongside a National
Sront activist. In August the incident of
the ‘black memo’ was exposed, when BL's
head of security at Cowley ordered ident-
ity checks on all black workers. Finally in
September the CRE reported on the case
of George Jones who had applied forajob
in the Castle Bromwich plant in 1977. He
was refused because AUEW shop stew-
ards John Garner and Terry McAnulty told
management that the shop floor had
voted 17-14 against working alongside a
black man.

@ Tulse Hill Victory

Tony Macey the 13 yearold white youth ar-
rested and assaulted by Brixton police in
April (see FRFI 19) had the case against
him dismissed on 9 June at Balham Juv-
enile Court. The only ‘evidence’ against
Tony was a verbal confession obtained
under duress when he was illegally de-
1ained and questioned without access to
2 parent or guardian. His mother was her-
salf threatened by police to try to prevent
her from taking action about this illegal
detention. So flimsy was the police case
that the court was forced to dismiss the
case. Now Tony's mother is determined to
go ahead with a complaint and
prosecution against the police. -

Ace Kelly

@ Starving out the Khan Family

As FRFl readers know Shakat and
Parveen Khan and their two children have
been under threat of deportation for
months now. Mr Khan still remains in
hiding to escape the clutches of the Home
Office racists. Since the Home Office
were foiled in their attempt in February to
deport Mrs Khan and the children, the
authorities have sought by every means to
force Mrs Khan out of Britain. First she
was visited by the police every other day
to spy on her and to ‘convince' her that
she and the two children should leave
Britain. Then her Supplementary Benefit
was cut off. Then her British-born children
were refused child benefit.

These efforts to starve out the Khan
family must be resisted. The Khan Family
Defence Committee has provisionally or-
ganised a social on 17 July at the Birch
Hall Community Centre, Rusholme, Man-
chester at 7.30pm. The proceeds will goto
enable the Khans to stay and fight.

For more information ring 061225 5111.
Send donations to Khan Family Defence
Committee clo 593 Stockport Road,
Longsight, Manchester 12.

Malik Sivam

@® Racist Sums

it has been revealed that the British
state's racist immigration controls will
cost more than £30m to administer in
1982. An extensive bureaucracy now
exists to administer these vile laws and to
inflict suffering and terror on black
people. And whilst the Governmént slash-
es the health service and other essential
services no talk has been heard of cuts in
this sector! There is always enough
money for the British state's repressive
and racist machine.

Meanwhile, the Government has said
that the new racist health charges for
‘non-British' people — meaning national-
ity checks on all black people seeking
health care — will save the grand sum of
£6m.

MC

BRADFORD 12
VICTORY!

Self Defence
is No Offence!

The Bradford 12 have been acquitted of all the serious
charges facing them. After a trial lasting 8 weeks in
Leeds Crown Court, the jury found all of them not guilty
of the charges of conspiracy and making an explosive
substance with intent to endanger life and property. A
great victory has been won for all oppressed people
against British imperialism. The British state’s
attempts to criminalise those fighting to defend the
black community have received a major setback. FRFI
sends its full congratulations to the twelve on this

magnificent victory.

In the course of the two month trial the
12 and their barristers had fought tooth
and nail to bring out the real political
issues. They succeeded in showing the
extent of the racist onslaught against
black people and the reasons for their
undertaking self-defence. Tarlochan
Gata-aura, the only one of the 12 to go
into the witness box, described to the

jury the events of 11 July 1981, when
news was received that coachloads of
fascists were approaching Bradford.
After the recent attacks in Southall,
Coventry and Walthamstow, he

believed that death could have resulted
from askinhead invasion. Petrol bombs
were made, he said, to ‘erect a shield of
fire to deter attackers from coming into

In April 1981 the unemployment figure for white
women was 8.7%, for black women 15.8%

RACISM IN
EMPLOYMENT

Figures given in the June issue of Labour Research confirm the
operation of systematic racism against black workers in employ-
ment. Black workers are concentrated in the worst jobs, with the
worst conditions and are more likely to be thrown out of work.

33% of all employed men work in
manufacturing industry whereas for
black men the proportion is 47%. In
certain industries the concentration of
black workers is even higher. Thus in
Yorkshire and Humberside 6% of all
workers are employed in textiles —the
proportion for black workers in this
area is more than six times as high: 41%.
These figures underline the fact that
black workers are forced into unskilled
and semi-skilled work. But the racism
does not stop here. Figures for shift
work show that black workers suffer the
worst conditions in work.

In 1976 15% of all employed white
men worked shifts. The figure for black
men was twice as high: 31%. Working
shifts is bad: enough, working night
shifts is worse. In 1976 9% of all
employed white men worked night
shifts. The figure for black men was,
once again, twice as high: 19%. The
statistics for permanent night shift
workers revealed even sharper racist dis-
crimination. In 1976 only 1% of all
employed white men worked permanent
nights. For male Pakistani workers the
figure was eight times as high at 8%.
The evidence is clear: Black workers are
subjected to systematic racist dis-
crimination in employment.

For black youth this racism starts
when they look for work. The same
article quotes a CRE survey which
found that whilst 44% of white fifth
formers seeking skilled apprenticeships
get them, the equivalent figure for black
fifth formers are 13% for Asians and
15% for West Indians. As the total
number of apprenticeships falls this
means that black youth have less and
less chance of getting into skilled em-
ployment. Indeed unemployment is ris-

ing twice as fast for blacks as against,
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whites. In 1972 black people formed
2.4% of the registered unemployed. By
February this year that figure had risen
to 4.1%. Even this is an underestimate
as many black youth do not register.

For black women the same story of
systematic racist discrimination is
confirmed by the statistics. In 1976 45%
of employed white women worked in
manual jobs, for West Indian women
the figure was 55% and for Indian
women a staggering 72%! In unskilled
and semi-skilled manual work the
racism is éven more marked. 29% of
employed white women worked in this
category whilst for West Indian women
the figure was 47% and for Indian
women 58% . Unemployment rates are
significantly higher for black wornen. In
April 1981 the figure was 8.7% for white
women whilst for black women it was
nearly twice as high: 15.8%. Whilst all
women are disciminated against in
employment it is clear that black women
suffer more as a result of racist discrim-
ination. Yet in the recent past it hds been
black women who have led the most
determined trade union struggles at
Grunwicks and Chix.

Black workers and trade unions

Opportunists of all hues, desperate to
prevent the rise of black organisation
against the racist British state, unem-
ployment and poverty, call on black
workers to turn to the organised trade
union movement as the way forward.
After the risings last year this advice was
endlessly repeated. The TUC itself in its
‘anti-racist’ charter — ‘Black workers: A
TUC charter for equality of opport-
unity’ —calls for recruitment program-
mes to encourage black workers to join
unions. Yet the fact is that black

black areas.’ He attacked the police for
their record of protecting fascists and
covering up racist attacks.

Other defendants made statements in
court describing their feelings and
actions on 11 July. ‘T had fear inside me
thinking that my family or someone that
I loved might be attacked or killed,’ said
Pravin Patel. Saeed Hussain spoke of
how the fascist firebombing of an Asian
family in Walthamstow had affected his
family — ‘It affected my mother so
much that she got my brother to seal up
the letter box’.

Tariq Mahmood Ali, who courage-
ously conducted his own defence
throughout the trial, told the jury, TE]
am confronted by a situation where
hordes of murderous thugs are about to
attack my people, and if the authorities
have done nothing about it, then I
would have no alternative but to use
those means of defence that are appro-
priate to the attack . . . 1am not a terror-
ist. I am a victim of terror.’

A succession of other defence witnes-
ses from black communities all over the
country buried the prosecution lie that
there was no serious incidence of racist
attacks. These included Anwar Ditta,
who testified to the role that the 12 had
played in her fight for justice. Other wit-
nesses testified to the extent of racist
attacks and police inaction about them.

The defence barristers also exposed
the bogus police forensic ‘experts’ and
showed conclusively that petrol bombs
did not constitute an explosive’ sub-
stance.

Judge Beaumont, alarmed at the
effectiveness of the defence case,
ordered the defence barristers to stop
making ‘political speeches’. He then
proceeded to deliver his own blatantly
biased and distorted summing-up
geared to directing the jury to find the
defendants guilty. He said that on their
verdicts would depend whether or not
there was ‘chaos and confusion’
throughout the country.

The jury retired and, after almost 8
hours of deliberation, announced the

verdicts of not guilty to massive cheers
and applause from the public gallery.
The verdicts meant that the defence case
that petrol bombs were made for self-
defence against fascist attack was fully
accepted by the jury. As Tarlochan
Gata-aura commented, after the trial,
“We have just shown to the courts that
black people have the right to defend
themselves by any means necessary.’
The importance of having a repre-
sentative working class jury is under-
lined by this trial. So too is the need to
fight state attacks on the jury system
and state attempts at jury rigging. It was
only by a determined fight in this case
that a significant number of black and

‘Asian people were included in the jury.

Having such a jury which knew and
understood the issues involved and
would not allow themselves to be misled
by the police case was crucial to achiev-
ing victory. Future attemplts at jury rig-
ging and outright attacks on the jury
system itself —already underway — will
now be stepped up. The British state
and police will be seriously worried that
all their efforts to criminalise the anti-
racist struggle and mount a political
show trial have been defeated. Steps are
already being taken to exclude further
categories from jury service, this time to
exclude those convicted of any impri-
sonable offence. The British ruling class
will no doubt draw on their experience
of oppressing the Irish people. There the
British state simply abolished juries
altogether and introduced Diplock
Courts.

In the Bradford 12 case the state is
now planning its next step. The Attor-
ney General, Sir Michael Havers, has
already called for a report on the trial —
no doubt to ensure that a similar defeat
does not take place again.

Meanwhile the 12 themselves are pur-
suing compensation claims for the
weeks they spent in jail when first
arrested.

Bill Hughes

NEWTON ROSE VICTORY

Newton Rose is at last safe! The Appeal Court has ruled that he will
not have to undergo the ordeal of a retrial on the frame-up murder
charges concocted by Hackney police. His conviction was quashed
in March but so determined were the police and Director of Public
Prosecutions to frame Newton that they had appealed for a retrial.

Newton was convicted for the murder of
Tony Donnelly, a National Front sym-
pathiser, despite the fact that witnesses

workers are already more organised
than white workers!

In 1976 61% of all employed black
men were in trade unions as against only
47% of white men. Since then rising
unemployment and the increasingly
open bankruptcy of the trade union
movement has led to a collapse in union
membership levels but unionisation
amongst black workers remains higher
than amongst whites. In 1981 48% of all
employed black men were in trade
unions compared with only 36% of
whites.

The long and courageous battles
fought by black workers for the right to
join trade unions —such as Grunwicks,
Garners and Chix —prove that black
workers need no advice from the TUC
or anyone else about joining trade
unions. Whilst black workers have
fought against racist employers and in
defence of basic trade union rights,
these statistics prove that the trade
union movement itself has totally failed
to prevent continued and systematic
racism against the black section of the
working class.

Terry Marlowe

had testified that Donnelly’s attackers
were white. The Judge in the case, Judge
Edward Clarke gave the jury a 20 min-
ute deadline to reach a verdict after they
had spent 7 hours without being able to
reach a verdict. This provided the legal
grounds for the Appeal Court quashing
the conviction thus avoiding the
obvious point that Hackney police had
framed Newton, As part of the frame up
the police had threatened and intim-
idated three of Newton’s friends into
making incriminating  statements
against Newton. When they later with-
drew these statements they were charged
with perverting the course of justice and
themselves imprisoned!

Newton Rose’s long fight for justice
has achieved a victory. Campaigning by
his family, friends and supporters
brought this about. Newton Rose and
his family have paid a heavy price for
this frame up — Newton spent ten long
months in prison for something he did
not do. During the several pickets held
on Hackney Police Station Newton’s
supporters chanted Lock up Goodall.
(Inspector Goodall master-minded the
frame up) Throw away the Key! But
knowing the British state we expect no
action to be taken against Goodall and
Hackney police for their framing of an
innocent man.

Maxine Williams



PHIL ROBINS:
The struggle
continues

The campaign to free Phil Robins, framed and now
serving 18 months for the sole reason that he claimed
compensation from the police after he was shot and
very nearly killed with two CS gas shells, is now

getting widespread support. A petition calling for his
immediate release has obtained over 3000 local
signatures, and over £150 collected to pay for
campaign costs. A lively public meeting has been held,
which was covered by local press and radio.

The campaign is now organising a series
of street activities to build that support
further. Every Saturday morning, from
11 to Ipm, the organising committee
will be petitioning in Church Street in
the centre of Liverpool. In the after-
noorn, a street meeting will take place on
Granby Street, starting at 2.30 pm. In
addition, there are to be lobbies of local
councillors and local MPs to get com-
mitments of support. The first MP to be
lobbied and picketed will be Dick Craw-
shaw, MP for Toxteth. He was written
to over a month ago, and has not
bothered even to reply, lel alone offer
any support.

The start of the campaign coincided
with the end of Kenneth Anderson’s
trial. He was shot moments before Phil
by the same policeman, PC Frankland.
Like Phil, Kenny was going to claim
compensation from the police. After
five weeks, the jury was out for a whole
weekend, and still failed to return a ver-
dict on any of the five ‘rioting’ charges
that Kenny faced. Now a retrial may be
sought by the Director of Public Prose-
cutions. For five weeks, no effort was
spared to convict Kenneth. 30 prosecu-
tion witnesses had filed through the wit-
ness box. None of them had ‘identified’
Kenneth as a ‘rioter” until his photo-
graph appeared ten days after he was
shot, in a newspaper report. All of them
claimed in their statements that he had
been wearing a navy-blue tee-shirt and
camouflage army trousers. Yet it was
some of these police witnesses such as
Inspector Macdonald of the OSD -
— Liverpool’s SPG — who had arranged
for him to be taken to hospital. And the
hospital record shows he was wearing a
red polo-necked pullover and blue
denim jeans —which were produced,
covered in blood, in court.

But the CS shot wound in the groin
was not the only injury Kenneth had. He
also had no less than fen broken ribs.
Witnesses testifed that they had seen the
wounded Kenny Anderson lying encirc-
led by policemen who drew truncheons
and one of whom dropped heavily on to
Kenny with his knees. The reason the
police gave for these broken ribs,
backed by their pet doctor was —the
need for heart massage to revive Kenny!

Both Kenneth and Phil were hit by
shots directly fired at them. The police
have all along denied that the CS gas
cartridges were fired directly at crowds.
The cartridges were clearly labelled and
well known to be designed to fire at
walls and are potentially lethal if fired
into a crowd. FRFI has all along consist-
ently challenged the Liverpool 8 police
lies and frame-ups. Now in an import-
ant development .he New Statesman
has carefully researched the evidence
and found that: the nature of Kenneth
Anderson’s and Phil Robins’ s
are consistent with cartridges hitting
them directly; that Chief COH\I‘:[‘ le
Oxford’s claim made to the Home Sec-
retary and repeated by Whitelaw in Par-
liament that no shots were fired directly
at people and that the injuries caused
arose from ricochets, is not supporied in
any way by forensic evidence. On the
contrary if shells had ricocheted off a

hard surface they would have frag-
mented and dispersed and could not
have caused the compact wounds suf-
fered. In Kenneth’s case for example,
the entry wound was two inches in dia-
meter and the cartridge had then
exploded gouging a hole four to five
inches across. The wound contained 6
fragments —almost a whole cartridge.
The New Statesman concludes:

‘On present evidence, police officers
fired cartridges directly at persons in
a crowd. On the basis of the Chief
Constable’s report the Home Secre-
tary misled the House of Commons
and no further action has been taken
within the Merseyside police force. If
MPs and the local and national media
allow nothing more to be said or
done, it will quite simply be a dis-
grace.’

Quite. But we would add one further
point. The Merseyside police have con-
sistently attempted to cover up their
dirty lies by framing, and imprisoning
and thus preventing compensation
claims being pursued by their victims. If
MPs and other influential people now in
possession of all the relevant evidence
still do nothing it will be more than adis-
grace —it will be a crime.

The Free Phil Robins campaign is
determined to secure Phil's freedom. A
victory for his campaign would comp-
letely undermine the attempt to frame
Kenneth Anderson. It would be a major
blow against the police frame-up sys-
tem. FRFI urges vou to support the
campaign.

@ Pass a motion of support for the cam-
paign through your trade union or other
organisation.

@ Send to us for leaflets and petitions.
Help us in our aim to get 10,000 signa-
tures.

.Send us a donation —cheques payable

the Free Phil Robins Campaign.

. pport the activities of the campaign

May Day 2/Tooting 3

Support continues to grow for the May Day 2, arrested for
chanting slogans on Ireland on a London May Day march, and
the Tooting 3, arrested for making speeches on Ireland at a
street meeting in Tooting Broadway on 15 May (see FRFI 20).
So far 1500 people have signed the petition calling for the
dropping of all charges against the five. Signatories include:

Ron Brown MP

Steve Bundred GLC

Lord Gifford

Doug Hoyle MP

Neil Kinnock MP

Ken Livingstone Leader GLC
Gerry MacLochlainn Irish POW
Bob Wright General Secretary
AUEW

Signatures and money are being
collected amongst Lucas workers in
Bristol. A Sinn Fein member has col-
lected 23 signatures and £6.25 from
ACTT workers at the Kodak factory in
Hemel Hempstead. A reader in Wolver-
hampton sent £30. A reader in Australia
has sent $20 (Australian) for the defence
campaign.

On the streets the campaign has con-
tinued with two successful local
marches in Tooting organised by South
1.ondon Inish Solidarity Committes on 3

June and 19 June. The marches were

supported by NLISC, FRFI, RCL,
South London TOM and Workers
Party. A public meeting, organised by
North London Irish Solidarity Com-
mittee on 17 June attracted over 40
people. This campaigning will continue

NUJ Magazine branch

Reg Race MP

Revolutionary Communist League
Britain

Dennis Skinner MP

Peter Tatchell Bermondsey Labour
Party

Dafydd Elis Thomas MP

Dafydd Wigley MP

until the charges have either been
dropped or defeated.

Police get in a tangle

As part of the defence campaign SLISC
has been mounting pressure on local
MP Tom Cox to intervene in defence of
SLISC’s right to hold street meetings.
Cox wrote to the police. Their evasive
replies aimed at fobbing him off have
landed the Tooting police in a mess.

In a letter to Cox dated /12 May—
three days before the Tooting arrests

- —Chief Superintendent- R Swatman

wrote:

‘At this time meetings of the Commit-
tee [SLISC] have not been seen to cause
policing problems and I am sure that
what is nothing more than misunder-
standing can be resolved.’

When the trial of the Tooting 3 12k
lace it will be interesting to hear ¢

' police explain how meetings which we

causing no ‘policing problems” cou
lead to three arrests. This is indeed
‘misunderstanding’!

Magistrate thwarted

The Tooting 3 —Mark Sealey, Maxis
Walker and Adrian Pyke —appeared
South West Magistrates Court on |
June. What was supposed to be a pure
formal hearing to set a date for the i3
proper took a bizarre turn.

The Magistrate —Mrs Dawn Fres:
man —eager to get her hands on if
Tooting 3 and dish- out summa:
‘justice’, suggested that the case §
heard there and then despite the absen
of any defence witnesses! This ws
thwarted by the defence solicitor. S
exacted her revenge by rejecting, out «
hand, an appeal for legal aid. The da
set for the Tooting 3 case is 11 Octobs
at Wells Street Magistrates Cow
London W1. The May Day 2 appear |
the same court on 12/13 October.

Your support needed

The support so far has been es
couraging but we need more —muc
more. 4 out of the 5 have already bee
refused legal aid so we need a lot ¢
money to conduct our defence. We nee
vour support for the pickets of We
Street Court on 11/12/13 Octobse
9.30am. We need your suppost
circulate the petition in support of the °
Join the campaign now! Defend dem
ocratic rights! Defend the May Da
2/Tooting 3!

Information, petitions, leaflets
from, and donations
(d\eqaslPOsD.y e payable 1o Maw

ooting 3 Defence
Campaign)te:
May Day 2/Tooting 3 Defence
Campaign, BM Box 4835,
London, WC1N 3XX

Terry O’Halloran

POLICE ATTACK
IN ST PAULS

On 31 January, back from church, Mrs Agatha Royal was enjoying the
peace and quiet of a Sunday afternoon in her home in St Pauls Bristol,
when a knock came at the door. A policeman asked to come in and
then told her that two others were outside waiting to speak to her son

David.

Mrs Royal continues the story:

Next thing I knew I heard a scuffling
and David shouting. I went into the
passage and saw David held by the
scruff of his neck. I asked for their war-
rant and told them to get out. Barry [De-
tective Sergeant Barry] said ‘I don’t
need a warrani. I can come incany time [
want.” He hit David and I told him to
leave him alone. ‘Its nothing to f-----g
do with you’ he said and he hit me in the
stomach and cracked me over the eye. It
was a walkytalky. I heard him say

‘Black bastards. ['ve had enough of

black people.’

David had been pushed 1o the ground
near the stairs and he ran down o the
basement kitchen. Barry pushed m
head down and jumped over me. He
rushed down after David. The passage
was now so full of police you couldn’t
see nothing but uniforms.

My I3 year old daughter Parricia
Jjumped out of a window shouting for
help. Down in the “basement were my
other children Trevor (19) Devon (16)
and Yvonne (17) and a friend called

| Paul. The police kicked off the kitchen

v Saturday at 1lam in Church
Sir and 2 30pm in the afiernoon in
Send 2l domanoms and requests "nr
3 TS e Ph _\ oms (...
paxga PO B 2, Livexp L69 BAT |
Robert Clough

door and dragged up the three boys.

I became hysterical: there was Trevor
with his leg stuck in the gate and they
was kicking him and wringing his neck.
I shouted ‘Murderers’ at them.

Detective Sergeant Barry said we were

all under arrest. 4 or 5 police had me ~

held with my arms and legs stretched out
wide. I had no shoes or tights. They
didn’t care who could see up my legs.
They threw me like that into the van. |
hit the edge and fell half out. My back
was badly hurt on the edge of the van.
Even now [ can feel it. I've been going

for physio ever since. Then Barry’s foor

comes in my stomach so hard that I wet
myself. I've been back over and over to

the doctor with the pains in my siomach

Roxmo tofthcvantos
around people were rushing
outraged at the brutality of the police
against these youngsters and their
mother. ;

As a neighbour said ‘Its the police
that cause the riots. This sort of thing
happens all the time. This town won’t be

liveable in soon for black people.” The
charged Mrs Royal when she took he
children to court the next day S&
found herself accused of assault om
policeman and actual bodily hars
Later they dropped the second charge s
removing her right to a trial by jury —
common practice nowadays.

As for the youngsters, Devos
although only 16 was taken away =
handcuffs. He, Trevor and Paul are &
up for assault and/or obstruction
David — the original object of the raid -
was kept in for 2 days and told that if &
‘co-operated’ —i¢ acted as an informe
fingering his friends —the police wouk
bring no charges. What they wanied 2
pin on him, or any other black vouth &
that matter, was a charge of atiempies
murder of PC Bennett (see FRFI 16)
With no evidence and faced with h
contempt for their offer of a deal, the
finally charged him with p
offensive weapon. Their neighbour 1ok
FRFI ‘They’ve been after David simoe b
was 13. They know he won't iaks
nothing from them. They can’t fnghte
him so they’re out ic
was one of the St Pauls 13 in 1980 - ai

of whom were acquitted to the furs

Sheila Marston

STOP PRESS

determined (0 conmmme her Seie sl

‘I will not pay a penny, no way_ |
will go to prison firsi. They attackes
me in my own home.’
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! @ ‘Greatest Unhung Villain’
The police corruption inquiry
Operation Countryman has
frequently been derided in this
column and for good reason, but,
probably through no fault of its
own, it has now produced some
results. Gity of London Detective
Chief Inspector Cuthbert is on trial
at the Old Bailey for corruption. It
is alleged (we are obliged to say)
that he and Detective Sergeant J
Goldbourn sold bail at £10,000 each
to five men, all arrested after a
robbery at the City branch of
williams & Glyns bank. Also that
they ‘watered down' the evidence
against the men, for the simple and
sensible reason that police were
involved in the robbery. But this is
not even half the story. The
following are extracts from a tape,
played in court, of a conversation
in 1978 between Cuthbert and Chief
Superintendent Simmonds, who
carried a concealed microphone.

Cuthbert began by complaining
that the No. 3 officer in the City
force, Commander Hugh Moore,
was trying to make him the ‘patsy’
for Operation Countryman: ‘They're
putting me in as the bad man
because | did the business’ said
Cuthbert, but Moore was the real
villain and the man behind the
bribes, and the robberies. ‘Hughie
did the Daily Express job, Governor,
and | know what Hughie copped on
the Daily Express job off
Chadwick.’ Questioned by
Simmeonds, Cuthbert said that two
more junior officers, McKay and
Goldbourn, had handled the money,
totalling £20,000. One sergeant had
received £300. ‘That was his share
out of the twenty grand and he got
the hump with it, thought it was a
liberty.'

Talking about corruption on the
force Cuthbert said, ‘It's happened
in the Met. It's happened in the
City. It has happened for
years...You will never stop it.'
After one bank robbery ‘Ginger’
Dixon, the head of Scotland Yard's
robbery squad, and all his men had
taken money in return for helping
three of the men arrested.
Corruption had been accepted
practice, ‘Don’t pretend. | used to
bung Roy Yorke and Jim Marshall
and it used to go up the fucking top
of the tree, used to go up to ACs
(Assistant Commissioners)’.

Cuthbert returned to the subject
of Commander Moore. ‘Hughie has
run Bishopsgate and half the City
Police for years and years... He's
been the greatest unhung villain
ever since. .. a greedy bastard.’

@® Wrong Bag

‘COPS BOOB IN SHOTGUN MiX-
UP' was the headline that
screamed across the Lewisham
Mercury on June 17. This ‘boob’
was not all it seemed.

Harry MacKenny, son of London
gangster ‘Big H’ MacKenny was
standing outside his sister's home
when a carload of Catford plain
clothes police drew up. They
shouted ‘here’s your stuff Harry’
and threw him a sack. When he
opened it, Harry found a shotgun,
ammunition, and a cashbox with
the lid forced open. Now hold on a
minute, thought Harry, this doesn’t
happen in Z-Cars. And if the sack
had had ‘frame-up’ stencilled on’
the side he couldn't have run any
faster to Catford police station to
hand in that shotgun.

An inquiry followed when Harry
made a complaint, and the verdict
was that the CID men involved had
innocently handed him the wrong
parcel which “should have gone 10
someone sise’ (who, we wonder?)

‘NOTES and
'COMMENTS:

B Elections in Mauritius

The overwhelming victory of the Mouve-
ment Militant Mauricien (MMM) in the 12
June elections on the island of Mauritius
has raised questions about the future of
the US military base on Diego Garcia, inthe
Indian Ocean. The Mauritius islands, which

| have been dominated by-the Portuguese,

Dutch, French and finally the British,
gained independence in 1968. Since then
the island and its dependency of Rodri-
guez, have been governed by the island’s
pro-imperialist Labour Party, which was
one of the supporters of the racist South
African government in the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU).

With inflation running at 50%, 70,000 of
the island’s 320,000 workforce unemployed
and foreign debts of over £200 million, the
MMM came to power promising to nation-
alise some of the island's sugar estates,
which earn Mauritius %4 of its foreign cur-
rency. They also want to extend the welfare
state and reduce unemployment. The im-
mediate threat to US imperialism comes
from the wish of the MMM to regain the
island of Diego Garcia which was taken
from Mauritius by the British in a deal
which gave Mauritius independence in
1968.

Diego Garcia once had a population of
1400 who were forcibly deported to Mauri-
tius by the British. The island was then
leased to the US, who have built a military
base which plays an important role as a
supply base for the Rapid Deployment
Force. The MMM, since its foundation in
1969, has always seen Diego Garcia as a
part of Mauritius where the islanders have a
right to live, One of the |eaders of the MMM
has stated that ‘we consider Diego Garcia
as our territory, which has been stolen from
us. We will do everything to recover it.’

The US government has tried to cover up
its role by pointing out that they only lease
the island from Britain. The British govern-
ment has no intention of granting the dem-
ocratic wishes of the people of Mauritius or
the 1400 Diego Garcia refugees. It has
stated that it will talk to the new govern-
ment but not on the issue of Diego Garcia.
British communists fully support the
demands of the MMM for the immediate
withdrawal of US and British imperialism
from Diego Garcia.

Allan James O

e, Salie da S S
B Nalgo backs Zionists

R g e
At the recent conference of the public
employees union, NALGO, a delegate
asked why the NALGO leadership were
supporting the racist Israeli trade union
Histradut —a pillar of the Zionist state —
which did nothing to defend the rights of
the oppressed Palestinians in lIsrael. Pal-
estinian workers are viciously exploited by
the Zionists, and live in conditions similar
to black migrant workers in South Africa.
Edward Alderson replied for the Executive
Committee that the leadership were going
to show their solidarity with Histradut by
sending a delegation to Israel (while its
members are murdering Palestinians) and
that Histradut was a ‘version of the TUC".
All the NALGO propaganda about its fight-
ing for equal rights for black people, is
exposed as phony opportunist hogwash by
this blatant support for Zionism.

Steven Palmer O

B British nuclear plans

e e s
Recently released government documents
for 1946 contain plans for a nuclear and
biclogical attack on the Soviet Union. A
report by the British Chiefs of Staff Joint
Yechnical Warfare Committee argued The
tremendous destructive power of the
atomic bomb and the devastating effects
against live targets expeciec from bio-
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logical weapons...lead us to infer that the
most profitable objects of attack by the
new weapons will normally be concentra-
tions of population, centres of distribution
and communication’,

The plans include a list of Soviet cities,
each with a population of 100,000 which
were to be subjected to atomic bombings
from bases in Cyprus and India, then
British colonies. Some 58 cities, account-
ing for more than three quarters of the
urban population, were targetted for des-
truction.

These plans to attack the Soviet Union,
which had lost 20 million people in the war
against fascist Germany, were drawn up
before the USSR had the atom bomb. So
much for the so-called ‘Soviet threat’.

it should be remembered that these
plans were drawn up by the 1945 Labour
Government. The last Labour government
secretly spent £1bn modernising British
nuclear weapons. Today the same Labour
Party hypocritically pretends to support
nuclear disarmament. But the facts of what
Labour had done to support the imperialist
nuclear arms build-up against the Soviet
Union speak louder than a million windy
resolutions passed by Labour Party
conferences.

AGreene O

B Police kill SAS man

it Py L B e
The North Yorkshire village of Malton was
the scene of an intensive 1000-strong
Police, Army and Airforce manhunt for
Barry Prudom, one time member of the
Territorial Army (SAS) Regiment. They have
now shot him. Prudom, who was trained by
the SAS, is alleged to have murdered a local
engineer and wounded his wife. To escape
police capture, he used all his SAS skills
and shot dead 2 policemen and wounded
another. The Chief Constable of North
Yorkshire police force, Mr Kenneth Hen-
shaw, warned ‘the entire nation to be on
guard’ and advised everyone not to open
their doors to strangers through fear of
someone variously described as ‘ruthless’,
‘madman’, ‘killer’ etc. The police terrorised
whole villages on orders of ‘shoot to kill’ in
the search for someone trained to be a
‘madman’ — by the British government!
We have always pointed out that the SAS
are nothing but trained killers. This truth is
now clear. The state claims that Barry
Prudom failed the SAS entry tests and was
never an SAS member. If this man was a
substandard SAS man what are the others
like, one might well ask. The SAS are
notorious for their murderous ability
demonstrated in Ireland, the Iranian
embassy siege and the Malvinas. And the
police are using this case to demand that
more of their number are trained in the use
of arms!
Chris Fraser O

B British Imperialism and
Revolution in the Gambia — A
Tribute to a Heroic People

| find it fitting to commemorate in FRFI, the
first anniversary of the glorious popular up-
rising which took place in the Gambia. It
could not be otherwise, because FRFI is
the only revolutionary paper in Britain
which justifiably stands in total opposition
to World Imperialism, which as Lenin aptly
says ‘converts a handful of very rich nat-
ions into eternal parasites on the body of
mankind'. FRF1 has therefore the great hon-
our of serving as the gate through which
the working class masses in imperialist
countries and Marxist-Leninist revolution-
aries are passing, in order to extend their
international solidarity to oppressed and
exploited peoples of the world.

31 July 1981 will be forever remembered
and highly honoured in the annals of his-
tory of the African revolutionary movement.
On this historic occasion the gallant people

of the Gambia firmly resolved to tear offthe
mask of Westminster democratic sanctity
behind which the tyrannical regime of the
most loyal servant of British Imperialism,
Sir President D Jawara, wields power by
means of a venal corrupt administration. It
was the first heroic attempt by the smallest
African country (4000 sq miles surrounded
on three sides by Senegal in West Africa,
and population of over half a million)to cast
off the yoke of neo-colonialism in order to
create a just society. To this end the Gam-
bian working class people overthrew
Jawara and declared to the World their
singular desire to establish their dictator-
ship of the proletariat under the great
banner of Marxism-Leninism.

This popular uprising must be seen as a
serious and necessary consequence of
worsening conditions of social life in the
Gambia. It was not triggered off by ‘foreign
interference’ as alleged by bourgeois
propaganda. To liberate themselves from
British neo-colonialist overlordship and all
the parasites who have been feeding at
their expense, the people of the Gambia
since colonial days have waged a protrac-
ted struggle that culminated, even though
temporarily, in victorious revolution which
released them from the claws of British
imperialism and its domestic collabor-
ators.

What has happened to that gigantic pop-
ular revolution?  British imperialism
swallowed it. Following the overthrow of
the Jawara’s venal government while he
was in London to demonstrate his loyalism
to British ruling classes at Prince Charles’
wedding, Britain acting for the benefit of
the Anglo-French imperialist bourgeoisie
used the Senegalese army led by the notor-
jous SAS to occupy the Gambia and restore
British imperialism’s foothold there. They
propped up the old lackeys whom the Gam-
bian masses had uprooted and thrown out,
to keep them in maximum subjection, the
greatest poverty and ignorance.

Hence the enforced confederation which
gives the Gambia and Senegal the name
Senegambia is nothing but a new era of
joint enslavement in West Africa in which a
desperate and despotic group of Anglo-
Erench imperialist puppets have come
together to put the rope of economic and
political enslavement around the necks of
our peoples in those countries. Worst for
the Gambia the entire population is placed
under the hegemonic authority of Senegal
which has proclaimed itself the cultural
“workshop' of Africa, and the policeman of
imperialist interests. This is how the
people’s revolution in the Gambia was put
down by British imperialism and neo-
colony of Senegal with unheard of cruelty.

|s this a permanent defeat then of the
Gambian working people? The answer is
unequivocably NO. The roar of the popular
uprising and the thunder they proclaimed
during their short lived revolution will never
be choked. It has awakened them under the
banner of Marxism Leninism which unites
them in unbreakable union with the revol-
utionary people throughout the world for a
thorough destruction of jimperialismand all
its forms of oppression and exploitation.

For a while Sir Jawara can cling to power
with the aid of British imperialism and
Senegal despite the fact that his so-called
Peoples Progressive Party has no social
base in the Gambia because the people
have long discredited it. This much is an
objective truth which is shaking Jawara
and therefore justifies the best of our hope
for the heroic and eventually triumphant
struggle of the Gambian masses.

@ Long Live the proletarian struggle in the
Gambia!

@ Victory to the struggle of the oppressed
and exploited peoples of the world!

@ Down with imperjalism, colonialism,
neo-colonialism and racism! =

L. Gore o

™ Oppresise_dﬁai;ea_céi e
nlovemen[i_n_ USA :

The largest ever demonstration in the his-
tory of the United States was seen on 12
June in New York City. Over 800,000 people
marched for disarmament and for meeting
human needs. Led by three banners with
the slogans 'Freeze the arms race!’, ‘Abol-
ish nuclear weapons!" and ‘Fund human
needs!’ there was, as can be imagined, a
motley assortment of individuals and
groups.

The vast and ever-gathering crowd was
addressed by a number of speakers includ-
ing Johnstone Makatini of the African
National Congress, South Africa, Rubin
Zamora of the Democratic Revolutionary
Front of El Salvador and Msgr Bruce Kent
of Britain’s Campaign for Nuclear Disarm-
ament. Most significant was the presence
of contingents representing black and
other oppressed people within and without
the USA.

Like the British Nuclear Disarmament
Movement, the American Peace Campaign
has for decades been a largely white
middle-class concern. In Britain we have
just seen the disgraceful spectacle of
250,000 nuclear disarmers marching in
London without a word said about the
Imperialist British wars being fought in the
Falklands-Malvinas and in the North of
ireland. Indeed, the organisers of the Brit-
ish CND decided that the rally should not
concern itself with Britain's war of colonial
re-possession being fought at that time for
a British colony 8,000 miles away. Above
all, no mention should be made about the
brutal twelve year war being waged against
self-determination for the Irish people.

A similar pattern of middle<lass, ‘whites
only’ support for Peace has at last been
broken in the USA. This only came about
after stiff resistance from the old leader-
ship who have tried to keep the focus
narrowed to nuclear weapons so as not to
alienate moderate (white) Americans.

In the words of Bob Brown of the All Afri-
can People’s Revolutionary Party, issues
debated recently in the disarmament move-
ment centre on white moderate centrists
who are allies of the Democrats to keep the
demonstration from becoming too militant,
to make it tame, to keep it from condemn-
ing US foreign and domestic policy.’

However, the Third World and Progress-
ive People’s Coalition (TWPPC) of the 12
June disarmament rally was formed to
press forward anti-imperialist demands; ‘to
educate and mobilise our people on the
issues of nuclear disarmament, the military
build-up, intervention in the third world
countries, and the racist oppression of
third world people in the US and to address
these unheard concerns in the disarma-
ment movement’,

The Rev Ben Chavis of the National
Black Independent Political Party, links the
disarmament with the anti-imperialist
struggle in this way. ‘It is in the interest of
the national liberation struggles that the
imperialist powers be stripped of their nuc:
|ear power ... The peace movement has tc
be held accountable to third world people
because peace will not be meaningfully
achieved without self-determination.’

In addition to international solidarity
with those in struggle against Americar
and British imperialism, the Third Worle
and Progressive People’s Coalition raise
centrally the racist attack within the US/
itself. They state, ‘We are building not jus
for June 12 but for a broader movement t
link the US military build-up with ending th
oppression and exploitation of all peoples
We demand that human needs, especiall
in hardest hit Black, Latino, Asian an
Native American communities be met, nc
military budgets.’ Black unemployment
the USA is 20%, twice the national averag
Black youth unemployment is 46%.

In Britain it is about time that the nucle:
disarmament movement realised that tf
desire to live in peace and plenty will t
condemned in the eyes of all the oppresse
people in the world unless it is transforms
into a real movement against racism a
imperialist aggression. Freedom from w
does not end with a white skin oron the b
ders of Europe. Until it is achieved for all

' can’be won for no one.

Susan Davidson



COMMUNIST TRADITION ON IRELAND PART 14

THE FIGHT AGAINST

‘*CRIMINALISATION’

As part of its ‘criminalisation’ strategy the Labour
government had ended Special Category status for
Irish political prisoners. Those political prisoners
convicted of offences after 1 March 1976 would no
longer be placed in the compound-type prisons
together with their comrades, but would serve their
sentences in the cells of the H-Blocks. In the com-
pounds political prisoners through their leaders
direct a great deal of the day-to-day activities in the
prison. They wear their own clothes, organise
educational and recreational activities, receive
extra visits etc and are segregated according to their
political organisations. There are over 150 political
prisoners in the compounds today. In the com-
pounds the political character of the offences for
which those inside have been detained is clearly
acknowledged.

In the H-Blocks the prisoners had to wear prison
clothes, do prison work, and their day-to-day
activities were under the control of the prison auth-
orities. Political prisoners who had been arrested
under special emergency laws, tortured in specially
built interrogation centres, tried in special non-
jury courts under special rules of evidence were no
longer to be granted Special Category status for the
duration of their prison sentences. In the H-Blocks

the political status of the political prisoners was 10

THE BLANKET PROTEST

After the publication of the Gardiner Report (see
FRFI 18) the ending of Special Category status was
discussed during the truce ‘negotiations’ between
the IRA and British government representatives in
1975 and early 1976. The British government
offered to increase remission from one-third to
one-half as a ‘concession’ to make the ending of
Special Category status more acceptable. The Pro-
visional IRA representatives in rejecting this
warned that any attempt to remove Special Cate-
gory status would be resisted by all means possible
including the shooting of prison officers.

The British government went ahead. In Novem-
ber 1975 it announced the ending of Special Cate-
gory status from 1 March 1976. On 25 January
1976 remission for all prisoners was increased to
one-half. The Republican Movement responded.
A letter from a Republican Prisoner-of-War on
remand at Crumlin Road Gaol said.

“Rees will find it easier to walk on water than he
will break our morale by trying to convince
people that the liberation struggle is not a politi-
cal war. How does he propose to coerce us into
wearing criminal overalls? He hasn’t clarified
that point yet. I can state now, and I am talking
on behalf of every remand prisoner here, that the
only way Rees will get prison garb on my back is
to nail it on.”

A statement from the Belfast Brigade IRA,
reported in Republican News 20 March 1976,
announced that ‘members of the British Prison
Service’ were now to be regarded as legitimate tar-
gets for IRA active service units. A policy state-
ment from political prisoners in the compounds at
Long Kesh followed a few days later. It announced
that all negotiations within the prison on Special
Category status were at an end and that Republican
prisoners would not engage in any institutional
schemes under the control of the prison adminis-
tration. IRA volunteers were instructed not to wear
any clothing provided by the prison service. They
would only respond to the commands and direc-
tives of their superior officers, regardless of the
consequences. In approving and supporting the
policy statement of the Belfast Brigade IRA the pri-
soners made it clear:

“We are prepared-to die for the right to retain
political status. Those who try to take it away
must be fully prepared to pay the same price’.

The Labour government’s attempt to remove political
legitimacy from the revolutionary national struggle to
free Ireland from British rule had led to the systematic
torture of ‘suspects’ in the Six Counties of Ireland from
1976-1979. The torture and brutalisation of political
prisoners however did not end with the ‘confessions’
forced out of prisoners in the interrogation centres. It
continued in the specially built cellular prisons -
the H-Blocks. :
T T T R T PR R S i L e

In April 1976 two prison officers were shot dead.

The Belfast Brigade IRA statement had referred
to prison officers as ‘mercenaries’. There is little
doubt that huge ‘bounties’ are paid to them to
serve in the gaols and prison camps of occupied Ire-
land. Republican News reported at the time (1976)
that some prison officers could earn over £200in a
normal week. By 1980 a prison officer, ordinary
class, was earning £8,500 plus overtime, a senior
officer £13,000, a prison Governor £16,000, plus
substantial fringe benefits such as holidays, can-
teen service, pensions and life insurance benefits.
Average pay is well over £10,000.

There are no qualifications for becoming a pri-
son officer in the Six Counties unless basic literacy
is seen as one. Training is minimal. After four to six
weeks recruits come into contact with prisoners
directly. A further period of training of about six
weeks ‘on the job’ then takes place. Prison officers
are mainly recruited from the existing ‘security
forces’ and are ex-British Army, UDR and RUC.
Those joining without any background in the
‘security forces’ are almost certainly from the loya-
list population. The increase in recruitment of pri-
son officers over the years closely reflects the policy
of British imperialism to put larger and larger num-
bers from the nationalist minority behind prison
bars. In 1969 the total number of prison officers in
the Six Counties was 292, in 1974 it was 1,124, by
1978 it had risen to 2,339 and in 1980 it was 2,996,
over ten times the 1969 total. ‘Mercenaries’ is
indeed an apt label for the well paid thugs working
in British gaols and prison camps in the service of
British imperialism’s war effort against the Irish
people in the Six Counties of Ireland.

On 14 September 1976 18 year old Kieran Nugent
became the first political prisoner to be denied
Special Category status. He had been sentenced to
three years imprisonment for hijacking a van and
had pledged that the British would have to nail the
uniform to his back if an attempt was made to
criminalise him after he had been sentenced. In an
interview given to Hands Off Ireland soon after his

release in May 1979 he described how the b].anket

protest began:

*It all started when I went into the reception and
the screw asked me ““what size clothes do you

take?”’. I refused to answer. I said “‘I'm not
wearing your gear’’. He said *‘You can’t do this
here’’ — he was astonished. So he went to get the
Principal Officer. I was manhandled a bit and
then he put the prison clothes in a brown bag and
said ‘‘Right, carry it”’. 1 refused to lift it so he
had to carry it himself. They drove us up to
H-Block. When we arrived in the H-Block there
were about nine or ten screws there. This was in
the main administration part of H-Block. They
stood me against the wall and punched me about
a bit, and then grabbed me and ran me about
twenty or thirty yards into one of the cells and
told me to put the uniform on. I said ““No, I'm
not putting that gear on’’. So they said *‘Right,
take your own clothes off”’. I refused, so then
they jumped on me and forcibly removed my
clothes, and held me down and punched me
about. One of them then threw a blanket at me —
so in fact he started the protest.’

Immediately the screws tried to break him. During
the day he was taken out of the cell with a bed and
mattress in it and from 7.30am until 8pm at night
he was placed in a completely empty cell. If he tried
to sit on the floor in the empty cell two screws
would come in and force him to stand up. The food
he was given was very bad —tiny amounts, cold and
often inedible. At first he was allowed to go outside
for exercise with only the blanket on and walk
around for about an hour in the mornings. He said
he did this in spite of the cold, rainy weather
because two screws had to go out with him and he
knew they hated it. But after about six to eight
weeks this was stopped when the screws told him
‘we won’t exercise you until you wear prison
uniform”.

As more prisoners joined the blanket protest the
prison authorities stepped up their harassment. An
order came from them in November 1976 forbid-
ding political prisoners on protest to wear a blanket
outside their cells. It took the evasive form of arule
not allowing prisoners ‘to remove bedding from
their cells’. Young prisoners were particularly

_selected for humiliation by the prison authorities.

Older prisoners had food brought to them and they
washed in their cells. They did not go out to the
toilet but used a pot in their cells. However young
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prisoners held in H-Block 2, in the 18 year old
group, were compelled to go to the canteen naked
to collect their food in front of non-protesting pri-
soners. They also had to go to the toilet and wash-
house naked, being mocked, abused and often
assaulted by perverted sadistic screws. All pris-
oners were severely beaten as brutal prison warders
tried to force them to accept prison clothes ané
coerce them to conform to ‘criminal’ status. The
beatings usually began in the H-Block adminis
tration area when the political prisoners refused io
wear prison uniform. It continued in the cells. Fail
ure to say ‘Sir’ to a prison officer was the excuse fos
particularly vicious beatings. Many injuries were
also inflicted on prisoners during often repeatec
sadistic and degrading internal body searches
carried out whilst prisoners were forcibly helé
naked, face downwards across a table.

At fortnightly intervals political DFISOHE': ‘on
the blanket’ were charged with ‘refusing to cooper
ate...’. For this ‘hearing’ the prisoner was
forcibly brought to his feet by several screws ame
made to stand up in front of the prison Governor.
Refusal to address him as ‘Sir’ resulted in blows te
the face and body. The prisoner was automatically
sentenced to 14 days loss of remission and loss of
all privileges. As further punishment their bedding
was removed out of thar ¢ = y
mever pessed & o H-Sleck:
e TumrSTE

three daws. A dan

sEhow somnrome bomg = W

ck consisted of 28 punishment z
men were put ‘on the boards’ with no beddmgzl al
during the day. These cells were bare except for :
wooden board (a bed), a concrete block to st o=
and a concrete slab cemented in the wall io serve 2
a table. These ‘concrete tombs’ could not be se=
out of, were heated by a small pipe and were totall
sound-proofed. The prisoner was placed on a star
vation diet of two rounds of dry bread and a mug o
black tea for breakfast, ‘lunch’ of potaioes am
watery soup and ‘tea’ the same as breakfast. Th
prisoners with only a blanket round them had 1
continally exercise to keep warm. Total silence wa
maintained and frequent beatings were handed ou
to the men by 3 or 4 screws invading the cell. Th
conditions and beatings were so bad that some me
went on hunger and thirst strike in protest agaims
them. Prisoners were kept in the punishment bloc
anything from six to 30 days.

All this harassment and brutality did not breal
the blanket protest. In October 1976 anothe
prison officer was shot dead and the women polit
cal prisoners in Armagh Prison began a no-wos
protest against the withdrawal of political states
All women prisoners in the Six Counties ar
allowed to wear their own clothes. By May 197
there were nearly 80 political prisoners ‘om &
blanket’ in the H-Blocks. At this time they were =
moved from H-Blocks 1and 2to H-Block 5. Thess
much less isolated from each other, they were abl
to reorganise and set up their own staff structus:
Each wing had an officer-in-charge (O/C) and &
men in that wing took their orders from him a=
did what he told them to do. There wasa b
0/C—a Block O/C—who controlled the who!
block. The resistance of the men was considesabl
strengthened. On 14 September 1977, ome ye=
after the protest began, a statement from the IK.
pledged ‘continual support” for the 197 comrad:
on protest —the vast majority ‘on the biamikes"
the H-Blocks, the eight shorier-term and remas
prisoners ‘on the blanket’ in Cruml*n Road Gao
and the 13 women on the no-work profest
Armagh Prison. By March 1978, 18 months af:
the protest started there were nearly 300 men ¢
the blanket’ and 24 women on protest im Armnas
Prison. The British authorities were no longes ==
\ing weekly figures of those prisoners ‘refasing

obey prison rules’. To have done so would b3

continued overleaf
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Mimued from page 7
F the growing failure of the ‘criminalisation’

the first phase of the ‘blanket’ protest politi-

s<oners in the H-Blocks had been subjected to

ic and inhumane conditions for refusing to

criminal status. The list of outrages imposed

British government on the prisoners had led

e H-Blocks being rightly called ‘Britain’s con-
g= monument of shame’.

- No clothes: Only a blanket to clutch around
with bare feet on concrete floor. # No assoc-
- or recreation: Either kept in solitary confine-
or two-to-a-cell built for one; these men left
cells for only 45 minutes per week to go to
s Many refused to go because of humiliating
searches. & No exercise period: Those who
o physical exercises in their cells were exhausted
% guickly due to lack of proper food, lack of
air, lack of normal exercise. ¥ No proper
3- No food parcels allowed; all food was served
and cold in small revolting portions. 3= No
sttes, no newspapers, no books, no TV, no
5, no pens or writing material, no games: Only
religious magazines were allowed, plus the
_Religious magazines were stopped after men
been forced to use the pages for sanitary pur-
= Prisoners were only allowed three sheets of
= paper a day and this ration was often reduced
sadistic screws. v No proper medical treat-
- Every man suffered a variety of muscular
=<, persistent colds, skin rashes and dandruff,
also eyesight complaints due to the bright neon
continuously glaring on the white cell walls.
se= 2 doctor you had to wear prison uniform. ¥
visit and one letter a month: To have a visit a
Witical prisoner had to wear prison uniform. He
subjected to degrading and brutal body
s both before and after visits. These condi-
< J=d 1o many prisoners refusing to take visits.
Mo protection: Political prisoners were regularly
ween with batons and boots by ‘prison officers’.
Mo bedding for three days: Every fortnight their
Sing was removed from their cells during the
v for three days and the men were sentenced to
days loss of remission. ¥ Punishment Block:
z spells in punishment cells on trivial and false
-w=s_Prisoners were totally isolated in silence in
i cells on starvation diets. They were regularly
aulted by screws while in punishment cells.

In March 1978 the men in the H-Blocks were
woed to escalate their protest. Prisoners, at this
, were being sent to punishment blocks to
derso the savage conditions and brutal beatings
the most trivial thing. Harassment by the
ws was intensifying. Once a week political pri-

-rs were allowed a shower for five minutes.
=n they went out of their cells to walk the few

= 1o and from the showers they were put up
wainst the wall and searched. During this process
v were kicked and assaulted. Getting permission

2o down a corridor to the toilet became a ‘privi-
" which was regularly withdrawn as a form of

nishment and harassment. As a direct result of
i< increased harassment the prisoners refused to
e=ve their cells. The warders then brought stinking
a<tic bowls with about half an inch of water in

-m for washing. The prisoners refused to use

=m. They now refused to brush and mop out

cells.

Slopping out of faeces and urine in the cells was
ot done by the prisoners but by the warders. The
sutine was that a trolley came round with the food

the prisoners’ meals, followed by another for

=ir slops. The food was given to the prisoners and

=n the slops were poured into a large plastic bin.

3 wever now the screws started returning the pri-

amers’ pots half full, often kicking them over the

sors. In many cases they refused to allow the men

5 slop out for a period of days. The cells were soon

a disgusting state with faeces and urine all over

floor, mattresses and blankets. The prisoners

decided to throw the slops out of the windows

an attempt to save their mattresses and blankets

om being soaked. But the screws ‘dressed up like

sacemen with bloody big gloves’ started throwing

all back through the windows again. The prison-

o were left with no alternative but to put it on the

lls. It was either that or on the floor, their beds

~d blankets. This was the origin of the so-called

dirt strike’. Far from being ‘self-inflicted’ as the

5ritish propaganda machine claimed, it was forced

on the political prisoners by perverted, sadistic

-ws who had the full backing of the British

EO ent. It was aimed at breaking the priso-

=rs’ protest, and forcing them to accept criminal
ws. It totally failed.
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The conditions in the H-Blocks rapidly deterio-
rated. Maggots infested the cells and prisoners
would wake up with them in their hair, nose and
ears. Skin and eye infections, dysentery and diarr-
hoea became widespread among the political pri-
soners. To add to this torture the sadistic screws
would turn the heat fully on in the middle of sum-
mer and turn it down and sometimes completely
off in the bitter cold of winter. Cardinal O’Fiaich
visited the H-Blocks in July 1978 and issued a state-
ment on the atrocious conditions he found there.

‘Having spent the whole of Sunday in the prison
I was shocked by the inhuman conditions pre-
vailing in the H-Blocks 3, 4and 5, where over 300
prisoners are incarcerated. One would hardly
allow an animal to remain in such conditions, let
alone ahuman being. The nearest to it I have
seen was the spectacle of hundreds of homeless
people living in the sewer pipes in the slums of
Calcutta. The stench and filth in some of the
cells, with the remains of rotten food and human
excreta scattered round the walls, was almost
unbearable. In two of them I was unable to
speak for fear of vomiting . ..

The fact that a man refuses to wear prison uni-
form or to do prison work should not entail the
loss of physical exercise, association with his fel-
low prisoners or contact with the outside world.
These are basic human needs for physical and
mental health, not privileges to be granted or
withheld as rewards or punishments. To deprive
anyone of them over a long period — irrespective
of what led to the deprivation in the first place —
is surely a grave injustice and cannot be justified
in any circumstances.’

The ‘inhuman conditions’ existing in the H-
Blocks, conditions which could not be justified ‘in
any circumstances’, were being inflicted on the
political prisoners by a British Labour govern-
ment. Yet even after the publicity generated by
Cardinal O’Fiaich’s statement the brutality in the
H-Blocks not only continued but reached new
extremes. The men were subjected to painful
drenchings with high-powered water hoses being
turned upon them in their cells. They suffered
near-suffocation from forcible baths of boiling hot
or freezing cold water. And the ‘blanket men’s’
haggard bodies were further cut and bruised when

 they were forcibly dragged from their cells, scrub-

bed with deck scrubbers, and had their faces
forcibly shaved and their hair forcibly cropped.
This torture of political prisoners was to go on for
more than four years. There appeared to be no
limit to the depths of depravity and barbarity to
which the British Labour government was pre-
pared to sink in their treatment of naked defence-
less prisoners in order to achieve British imperia-
lism’s political objective of ‘criminalising’ Irish
Republicanism.

However they would not break the protest. Car-
dinal O’Fiaich in his statement noted with surprise
the high morale of the prisoners.

‘In isolation and perpetual boredom they main-
tain their sanity by studying Irish. It was an indi-
cation of the triumph of the human spirit over
adverse material surroundings to notice Irish
words, phrases and songs being shouted from
cell to cell and then written in each cell wall with
the remnants of toothpaste tubes.’

The prisoners not only ran Gaelic classes but
organised concerts, quizzes, political discussions
on republicanism and socialism —all this carried
out by shouting through quarter-inch gaps between
the walls and their cell doors. News of IRA suc-
cesses, or street protests passed round the prison
also helped to keep up their morale. By early 1979
the first political prisoners were being released
from the H-Blocks having served their sentences
and having remained unbroken by the regime,
more than ever sure of the justice and ultimate vic-
tory of their cause.

THE ‘PEACE PEOPLFE’

The attempt to isolate the IRA and undermine its
support in the nationalist minority was a primary
concern of the British government. Just before
Mason arrived in the Six Counties a tragic event
occurred which he and his propagandists believed
they could exploit to drive support away from the
IRA. They were aided and abetted in this task by
the British media which uncritically reproduced the
lies put out by the British government and army
propaganda machine.

On 10 August 1976in Andersonstown, West Bel-
fast, the British army fired on a car driven by IRA

volunteer Danny Lennon. Danny Lennon died
instantly. The car went out of control and ploughed
into a crowd of civilians killing three children and
injuring their mother Mrs Maguire. As Danny Len-
non’s companion climbed from the car he was hit
three times by shots fired by British soldiers —des-
pite the fact he was directly in front of the injured
Maguire family. The army, instead of immediately
calling an ambulance, hauled Danny Lennon’s
body from the car and having searched it seized a
dismantled Armalite rifle from the back seat. The
ambulance only arrived after 25 minutes.

The army claimed that shots had been fired from
the car and they themselves had fired only in
response to this, However it was the Irish Times (14
August 1976) which revealed that the Armalite in
the car was dismantled and therefore no shots
could have been fired from the car. Lennon was
deliberately shot dead and the Army was respons-
ible for his death and that of the Maguire children.
Nonetheless this was the incident which gave rise to
the formation of the so-called ‘Peace People’ and
led to a number of quite large marches for ‘peace’
throughout the Six Counties.

This was not the spontaneous movement many
made it out to be. Many of its supporters were
involved with the middle-class Andersonstown-
based Women Together movement which existed
before the tragic deaths of the Maguire children. It
also immediately received organised support from
the Official IRA, the SDLP and the Catholic clergy
—all concerned to drive support away from the
Provisional IRA. The media turned the leaders of
the movement — Mairead Corrigan, an aunt of the
Maguire children, Betty Williams and a Belfast
journalist, Ciaran McKeown —into well known
figures. They were interviewed seventeen times on
Northern Ireland BBC in the first three months of
the ‘Peace People’s’ existence. However all this
propaganda was in vain. While the ‘Peace People’
were able for a short period to exploit a deeply felt
yearning for peace in the Six Counties, the day-to-
day realities of British terror directed at the nation-
alist minority very quickly led to the collapse of this
so-called ‘peace movement’.

The decline in fact began only four days after the
Maguire children died. At 11.45am on 14 August
1976 12 year-old Majella O'Hare was killed by a
paratrooper’s bullet while on her way to confession
in South Armagh. It was a straightforward
murder. At 12.15pm the Army issued a press state-
ment saying that gunmen had opened fire on an
army patrol and a 12-year-old girl had been hit; the
army patrol had not returned fire. Betty Williams
immediately denounced the IRA using the Army
account of the shooting to call for support for
‘peace marches’. However, the fact that there were
too many witnesses to the murder, including
Majella’s father, destroyed the Army’s attempt to
create a new ‘victim’ for the ‘Peace People’ to
exploit. At 2pm the Army issued its second state-
ment saying that a gunman had opened fire on the
army patrol and it was ‘believed’ that it may have
returned fire. At 3.30pm the Army issued a third
statement admitting it had fired. Finally a soldier
was charged with manslaughter (acquitted 2 May
1977). No one had in fact fired on the army patrol.

The ‘Peace People’ failed to attend the 2,000
strong protest march that followed Majella’s
death. Catholic anger increased when Majella’s
death received very little press coverage compared
with the deaths of the Maguire children. And the
coverage there was repeated the lies put out by
army press officers.

On 4 October 13-year-old Brian Stewart was
shot in the face by a plastic bullet in the Turf Lodge
area of Belfast. He died on 10 October. Press
coverage was again minimal and was influenced by
army press statements. The army tried to make out
that Brian had been ‘a leading stone-thrower’ in a
riot —in fact there was no rioting in the area at the
time. Brian Stewart’s mother Kathleen was bitterly
angry at the army lies. She was bitter, too, that the
‘Peace People’ had not sent the customary mass
card after his death. Kathleen Stewart had
attended some of the early ‘peace marches’. She
never did again. When Mairead Corrigan and Betty
Williams arrived unannounced at a meeting in Turf
Lodge called to protest at Brian’s death, they were
attacked by women enraged at their ‘low profile’
on British army violence.

Sinn Fein finally challenged the ‘Peace People’
by calling a ‘Peace with Justice’ march, to coincide
with one planned by the ‘Peace People’ for 23
October 1976 in the Falls Road area of Belfast.
Ciaran McKeown for the ‘Peace People’ boasted
“we will have 30,000 marching on our side, we will
outnumber the Provisionals at least 10 to 1’. He

Turf Lodge women’s blanket vigil for the H—Bloc en

was to regret these words. While a massive crowd of 10,000
from the Republican areas of Belfast marched behind the
Sinn Fein ‘Peace with Justice’ banner, the ‘Peace People’
could muster only 5-6,000 from many parts of the country.
The myth of the ‘Peace People’ had been very easily
exploded.

The ‘Peace People’ claimed that their aim was to unite
the community on a non-sectarian basis. But a Catholic-
Protestant mass movement for peace is impossible as long
as'it accepts British imperialism’s presence in the Six
Counties of Ireland. The nationalist section of the working
class cannot and will not support a movement which
supports the role of the British army and the RUC in the Six
Counties. The Loyalists will not support a movement
which does not support the British army and the RUC.
Their loyalist supporters were horrified after Mairead
Corrigan and Betty Williams attempted to win back lost
ground with the nationalist minority by attending the Turf
Lodge meeting to protest at Brian Stewart’s murder by the
British army; and by their subsequent statement that army
activities in areas like Turf Lodge were provocative and
drove people into sympathy with the IRA. They were
forced to appease their loyalist supporters by insisting they
did support the ‘security forces’ merely deploring their
‘occasional’ breaches of law. A movement for peace can
only be built on an anti-imperialist basis. Anything short of
this, as the ‘Peace People’ demonstrated in practice, means
ending up on the side of British imperialism.

After this the ‘Peace People’ rapidly lost support in the
Six Counties. Their popularity rose only overseas. They
were kept alive by the media interest alone. In Britain in
November 1976 they were allowed to ‘hold a rally in
Trafalgar Square —the first time a demonstration on
Northern Ireland had been allowed there for four years.
They were supporting British imperialism’s interests aftes
all. They collected vast sums of money, estimated at over,
£250,000 in 2 years, from multinational firms and other
imperialist institutions in Europe. In 1977 they met the
Queen on her yacht during the Jubilee visit to the Si
Counties. In the same year Mairead Corrigan and Betty
Williams were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize of £80,0005
However by the end of 1979 the ‘Peace People’ had littis
money left and their leadership had fallen out. Ciars
McKeown was quoted as saying ‘The Nobel prize damage
our credibility . . . And the fact that Betty and Mairead ke
the money made it even worse’. The ‘Peace Peop
achieved nothing in the Six Counties. Their leaders ha
momentarily achieved international ‘fame’ and two of
them, a little fortune.

THE LOYALIST STRIKE MAY 1977

In January 1977 Mason had sanctioned an agreeme
whereby the prime responsibility for security had shifted
over to the RUC. Over the next few months Mason beca
increasingly confident that the ‘security forces’ were
winning. Provisional IRA activity was low in this period
The ‘conveyor belt’ process, the reorganisation of RUC

‘intelligence gathering procedures, and the torturing @

suspects to force ‘confessions’ and gain intelligence hal
damaged the operational capacity of the IRA. Asaresultz
the time of the Loyalist Strike the IRA were about
embark on a major reorganisation to establish the presen
‘cell’ structure—a structure much less vulnerable (@
RUC/British army intelligence.

A loyalist coalition, the United Unionist Action Counc
(UUAC), led by Ian Paisley and backed by the mai
loyalist paramilitary organisations, however, was not at a
satisfied with the activity of the ‘security forces’. Mason¥



confident assurances for them were no substitute for
RUC/British army assaults on nationalist areas. The
UUAC threatened a general strike to begin on 2 May unless
tougher action was taken against the Provisional IRA.
They also demanded a return of Stormont. They hoped to
stage a repeat performance of the UWC strike of May 1974
(see FRFI 17). But this time the strike failed, petering out
after a few days. The RUC and British army this time took
action against the strikers and loyalist paramilitaries,
removing barricades and preventing intimidation. The
strike was never allowed to build up support.

Had not the RUC/British army stood up to the Loyalists
and demonstrated their impartiality? Were not the ‘extre-
mists’ on the loyalist side now isolated and defeated as the
bourgeois media tried to tell us? A closer look reveals that
the failure of the strike was not a defeat for Loyalism at
all. On the contrary, in the course of the strike the British
government moved in the direction of the demands of the
-~ strikers.

On the eve of the strike, 3,000 extra troops were flown
into the Six Counties. Not in fact to deal with the strike but,
in the words of an Army spokeman ‘to make sure the Prov-
isional IRA does not take advantage of the situation’. On
the third day of the strike Roy Mason personally told the
Ballylumford power workers —the key to the strike’s suc-
cess —that security had been stepped up and would con-
tinue to be stepped up. He stated that the RUC would be
expanded to 6,500 and re-equipped, the full-time section of
the UDR would be expanded to 1,800, that covert SAS
operations would be increased, that the mobile anti-
terrorist RUC units were being established and that the
anti-terrorist laws would be reviewed. The power workers
did not come out on strike. The day before the strike ended
the Minister of State for Northern Ireland, Concannon
announced in Parliament that limited devolution for the
Six Counties was being considered. The plan under consid-
eration did not contain even a formal commitment (0
power-sharing. In short the first demand of the strike was
being carried out and talk of limited devolution was a con-
cession to the second.

The main point about the Loyalist strike is that it was not
even necessary. As Mason was able to explain on local tele-
vision every night during the strike, there already was a very
tough line on law-and-order. He was after all arresting,
torturing and gaoling Republicans on a massive scale. But
he was not prepared to have the pace of increased repres-
sion determined by the Loyalists. The aim of British stra-
tegy was, as far as possible, to isolate the IRA by under-
mining support for it among the nationalist minority. To
increase repression in response to strike action by a section
of Loyalists would not only generate a resurgence of sup-
port for the Provisional IRA but would also force the
SDLP and other Catholic collaborators into publicly voic-
ing opposition to the actions of the British government.
This is the tactical consideration which explains the British
government’s decision to take action against the strike. It
worked. Soon after, the SDLP, under the cover of the Brit-
ish government’s ‘refusal to capitulate’ to the UUAC,
came out openly in support of Mason and the RUC. Pais-
ley’s defeat was only temporary. A few weeks later his
Democratic Unionist Party made unprecedented gains in
the district council elections. Security was the theme he
hammered.

Mason was now very pleased with himself and very con-
fident. In August 1977, in what can only be regarded as a
calculated insult to the nationalist minority, he brought the
Queen on a two-day visit to the Six Counties of Ireland. She
arrived in the royal yacht and ‘Mason met her on deck likea
proconsul, directed her progress through Protestant Ulster

from a command post on board, and made sure
that journalists knew of it by telephoning them
individually’ (Sunday Times).

Security was massive. There were hundreds of
dawn raids, as repression was stepped up in nation-
alist areas in the week before the visit. 33,000
‘security forces’ were mobilised as West Belfast
was combed and a submarine and two destroyers
protected the royal yacht in Belfast Lough. All this
so the Queen could visit a few acres of Irish soil. She
could not enter Belfast but remained at Hills-
borough Castle 12 miles away, and she visited
Coleraine University in Co Derry.

On the first day of the visit 20,000 people took
part in a Relatives Action Committee (RAC)/Sinn
Fein anti-Jubilee march from the nationalist areas
into Belfast city centre. The city centre was ringed
with barbed wire and armoured cars and the
world’s press witnessed the British army and the
paramilitary RUC attack the demonstrators with
plastic bullets, batons, rifle butts and later live
bullets. The attack on the march was resisted, led
by the militant youth. It was the biggest march seen
in Republican Belfast for three or four years. Des-
pite the massive security operation a bomb
exploded at Coleraine University shortly after the
Queen had left. During the visit two soldiers were
killed, three were seriously wounded and many
others injured. The IRA had made its point. That
the British media chose to ignore all this and pro-
claim a ‘Royal Ulster Triumph’ was beside the
point. :

The political effects of Mason’s insult to the
nationalist minority were soon demonstrated. Late
1977 Mason unfolded a scheme for a new devolved
assembly. Power was to be wielded by committees
with the majority party having a majority on each
committee and a majority of the committees’
chairmanships. Power-sharing was no longer being
seriously considered. However once or twice a
year, no doubt as a concession to the SDLP, the
assembly would have to approve the work of the
committees by a margin which indicated ‘a good
measure of minority support’. The scheme got no-
where. After Mason’s performance during the
Queen’s visit not even the SDLP dared touch this
plan for a gradual return to Stormont and loyalist
rule.

SAS ASSASSINATION SQUADS

On 13 September 1977, one year after his appoint-
ment as Secretary of State, Mason announced that
‘the myth of British withdrawal is dead for ever’.
He also said that the ‘administrative devolution
which has been widely discussed recently . . . is also
a dead letter’. Although Mason was forced a little
later in the year to try (and fail) with another *polit-
ical’ initiative (see above) after pressure resulting
from the Lynch/Callaghan talks on 28 September
it was clear that British imperialism could only
prop up the loyalist statelet by repression and ter-
ror. The Labour government had sanctioned tor-
ture and murder in Castlereagh and degradation
and torture in the H-Blocks. It now gave the
Special Air Services regiment (SAS) the go ahead to
carry out the summary execution of suspected
Republicans. Ten people were to be executed in this
way between December 1977 and November 1978.

The SAS have been deployed in the Six Counties
almost certainly since the entry of British troops in
August 1969. Their presence was admitted on two
occasions after incidents involving them. The first
was on 22 June 1972 when Captain James McGre-
gor and Sergeant Clive Williams fired on three taxi
drivers in Andersonstewn. They were charged and
appeared in court if February 1973. Both were
acquitted. The other occasion was in a Lisburn
Court House. Following adrunken brawl at a hotel
two soldiers were charged with assault. Their regi-
ment was given as the SAS.

Many murders have taken place in Ireland in
which SAS killers have been involved. In 1972 Pat
McVeigh and Daniel Rooney in different incidents
were murdered by a plainclothes Army patrol,
almost certainly from the SAS, shooting at them
from a passing car. Many unexplained bombings
were the work of British Army undercover squads,
most probably the SAS (see FRFI 15).

On 12 January 1976 Harold Wilson announced
that the SAS was to be deployed in South Armagh
(see FRFI 18). The aim was to placate the Loyalists
as well as to strike fear into the nationalist popu-
lation in the area. On 12 March 1976 at 2am Sean
McKenna was kidnapped by SAS men from a
cottage in the 26 Counties just over the border. He
was asked ‘which way do you want to come — dead
or alive?’. He was taken at gunpoint to the Six

Counties and arrested. After being tortured into
signing a confession he was charged. 14 months
later he was sentenced to 25 years imprisonment on
‘attempted murder’ charges. Convicted of IRA
membership up to the day of arrest he was denied
political status. Soon after, on 15 April 1976, Peter

Cleary an IRA volunteer was murdered by the

SAS. He was dragged from his home stripped and
brutally beaten by the armed SAS men. A witness
said he was later dragged away apparently uncon-
scious by two SAS men. He was taken into a field
and moments later three shots were heard. Peter
Cleary was shot dead with three bullet wounds in
his chest. The Army said he tried to escape and in
the ensuing struggle was shot dead. At present a
judgement is still awaited from a court case held on
23/24 March 1982. Mrs Cleary took the Ministry of
Defence to court over the murder of her son.

The main period of the SAS ‘shoot-to-kill’ oper-
ations began in December 1977. The date is
significant. It is less than one month after Major
General Tim Creasey arrived to take over as Com-
manding Officer of British troops in the Six
Counties. While in Oman in 1972-5 as Commander
of the Sultan of Oman’s army, Creasey had a large
contingent of SAS men in his army. As Minister of
Defence in the 1974 Labour government Mason
spent some time in Oman overseeing SAS and
other counter-insurgency operations. The two had
now linked up again with murderous results.

Colm McNutt from the Creggan, aged 18, an
IRSP member was shot dead by SAS men in plain
clothes in a car park in William Street on 12
December. Paul Duffy, 20, an IRA volunteer was
shot dead on 26 February 1978 after the SAS had
staked out the area around an isolated hayshed
which contained an IRA bomb cache. Paul Duffy
was unarmed and raised his hands above his head
when challenged. He was shot at close range. Denis
Heaney, an IRA volunteer, was shot dead on 10
June 1978 by an SAS unit at the bottom of Harvey
Street on the edge of the Bogside. Denis had
recently been arrested and tortured. On his release
on 19 May he said in a statement published in the
Derry Journal that a British Army Officer had told
him this was not the end of it, and that ‘we will pick
our time’ and shoot him. Three Ardoyne IRA vol-
unteers Jim Mulvenna, Dennis Brown and Jackie
Mealey were ambushed and killed while on the way
to plant a bomb at a GPO depot in North Belfast
on 21 June. They had surrendered on being chall-
enged. The SAS fired over 200 rounds. Mealey had
63 bullet wounds. Also shot were two passers-by,
one fatally — he was a local Protestant Billy Hanna
on his way home.

Sixteen-year-old schoolboy John Boyle was
killed on 11 July. He had discovered an arms cache
in Dunloy graveyard, and his father had reported it
to the RUC. The SAS staked out the graveyard.
John Boyle, out of curiosity, returned to the grave-
yard to look at the bag containing the arms and was
shot dead from behind. This piece of bungling was
a major set-back for the SAS stake-out policy,
whose continued use depended on it wiping out
IRA men, not civilians, without too-much fuss.
There was a trial and a lot of embarrassing pub-
licity. Two SAS men were acquitted of the murder
of John Boyle in July 1979.

On 30 September, James Taylor, a civilian, was
the next victim. He, his cousin and a friend had
spent the day shooting wild fowl at Lough Neagh
near Ballygoney. When they returned to their car
they found the tyres let down. They wenttoa house
nearby to get a pump and on returning noticed two
cars following them. James Taylor asked the occu-
pants of one of the cars if they had let the tyres
down. He was met with a hail of bullets and died
instantly. The soldiers were never charged on the
grounds they believed they were in a ‘terrorist
situation’. g

The final assasination victim of 1978 was 50
year-old Patrick Duffy, an auxiliary IR A volunteer
from Derry. He was shot dead, ashe entered a dere-
lict house in the Bogside, by soldiers lying in wait in

the house for someone to collect arms from a cup-
board inside. There were 18 bullet wounds in his
body.

FIGHTBACK ...ON THE STREETS

Repression breeds resistance. Torture in Castle-
reagh, degradation in the H-Blocks, repression and
murder on the streets only served to strengthen the
determination of the nationalist minority to free
Ireland from British rule. The heroic fight of the
prisoners against ‘criminalisation” gave heart and

courage to thousands of nationalist people who!
now began to organise. The fight against ‘criminal- .

isation’ took to the streets.

The resistance on the streets began with the
formation of the Relatives Action Commitises
(RACs) in Easter 1976 shortly after the withdrawal
of Special Category status. The strongest base of
the RACs from the beginning was West Belfast,
particularly Turf Lodge. It took some time before
the RACs realiy spread outside Belfast. Over the
next three years it was the RACs, at first composed
overwhelmingly of working class women, which
carried out the day-to-day campaigning on the
prisoners’ struggle. They staged pickets of courts,
embassies, government buildings, and British army
forts in West Belfast. They occupied newspaper
offices, they blocked roads and they held rallies,
street meetings and marches. They took the case to
the ordinary working class people on the streets.

The RACs played a central role in building the
‘Peace with Justice’ marches that were very impor-
tant in destroying the influence of the British
backed ‘Peace People’. In September 1976 the
‘Peace People’ called a march in Derry. Sinn Fein
at first decided that the best way to deal with the
march was to ignore it. But at a public meeting
organised by Creggan RAC the week before the
march the women ‘insisted that a ‘Peace with
Justice’ contingent be organised to confront the
“Peace People’. The women won and the contin-
gent was a great success. An Phoblacht reported at
the time: thiE

‘Originally the plan was to ignore the Williams/
Corrigan debut in Derry, as such theatrical,
highly political puppetry deserves. But at a rally
in Creggan on Wednesday night...a ground-
swell of public feeling demanded a change of
plan. Creggan people were angry that the peace-
at-any-price people monopolise the TV screens,
while people undergoing a summer of savage
battering and abuse aren’t allowed television
time to highlight and protest’. (13 September
1976)

It was the women of Turf Lodge (RAC) who
chased Mairead Corrigan and Betty Williams owt
of a protest meeting to discuss the murder of Brian
Stewart (see above) and who justified it politically
on the grounds that the ‘Peace People’ were British
agents. Lily Fitzsimons, a leading RAC cam-
paigner, wrote at the time:

‘Certain people will say they should have been
allowed freedom of speech. Well we are sick and
disgusted listening to their freedom of pro-
British speeches seven days a week, on TV and
radio. Which by the way is not open to our point
of view or freedom of speech. ..

...true they the “Peace Women’’ or British
agents as I class them were driven out of Turf
Lodge and their car wrecked. We the Irish
mothers of Irish children do not want or nesd
them. A small price they paid in comparison to
the heartache and suffering we, the Irish people
of the Six Counties, have suffered these past
seven years at the hands, baton and rifles of
Mason’s British thugs’. (Republican News 1€
October 1976)

It was the RAC women who led the fightback
against the ‘Peace People’ combining two slogans:
Political Status! Peace with Justice!

At the time when there were only 14 political pri
soners on the blanket in November 1976 it was the
women of Turf Lodge who carried out their ows
‘blanket protest’ for five days in Turf Lodge tc
highlight the plight of the prisoners. A 2,000 strong
torchlight procession took place in cold, wet con:
ditions in solidarity with the women’s courageou:
stand. It was this work and determination of
ordinary ‘working class women, relatives of the
prisoners, which laid the basis for the massive pro
test marches in 1978 and 1979.

By the end of 1978 there were RACs all over the
Six Counties with 12 in Belfast alone. No longs:
were they mainly confined to relatives of prisoner
but involved the thousands who supported th
prisoners’ struggle for political status. There begas
a massive upsurge in the Republican Movement &
the 1975/6 truce and negotiations were pushed wel
into the background. The heroic and courageou
stand of the political prisoners, the lead in suppor
of their struggle given by the RACs, was to briny
many thousands on the streets. 35,000 attended th
funeral of the revolutionary Republican Mair
Drumm who had been murdered in her hospita
bed at the end of October 1976 by British-backe:
loyalist thugs (see FRFI 19). There were 15,000 o
the 1978 Bloody Sunday Commemoration marc!
in Derry during which IRA volunteers displaye

continued overlea
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THE FIGHT AGAINST
‘CRIMINALISATION’

the newly acquired M60 machine gun to massive
enthusiasm from the crowds. During 1978 mobili-
sations of over 10,000 regularly took place. And
1978 ended with massive tenth anniversary
marches. 15-20,000 marched from Coalisland to
Dungannon on 27 August. In October 12,000
marched to Derry under the slogan ‘1968 Civil
Rights. 1978 National Rights’. The hard day-to-
day work of the RACs had enabled these massive
protest marches to be built. As Republican News
made clear at the time in reporting on the huge
surnout for the Coalisland-Dungannon march:

“The huge turn out on the day pays tribute to the
consistent agitational work carried out by RAC
committees and Republicans over the last two
years...

Every drop of publicity has been hard won. It
has been wrung out of the mass media by protest
after protest by ‘blanket clad’ women occupying
buildings, blocking roads, and carrying out
token hunger-strikes, and by foot slogging the
streets in cities, towns and villages from one end
of Ireland to the other, handing out leaflets
detailing the horrific conditions Republican
prisoners are held in. ..’ (2 September 1978)

The same article then went on to make the import-
ant political point that the movement on the streets
is complimentary to the armed struggle to free Ire-
land from British rule.

‘Hand in hand with the armed struggle today’s
street resistance movement is organised around
clear anti-imperialist demands’.

The struggle for political status is part of the
struggle to drive British imperialism out of Ireland.
From the very beginning the Relatives Action
Committees stressed the intimate connection
between the issue of political status and the war of
national liberation. At a conference in Bally-
maurphy concerned to discuss ‘Political Status — the
way forward’, the RAC speaker’s concluding
remarks were: ‘The legitimacy of their claim to
political status is based on their participation in a
War of National Liberation’.

The statement from the central Relatives Action
Committee in Republican News in December 1977
made the same crucial point:

“We have always maintained a firm line that our
campaign is to establish that a War of National
Liberation is being waged in Ireland . . . while in
the past we have publicised the inhuman con-
ditions of the POWs...we have not allowed
ourselves to be sidetracked into seeing the
prisoners as a civil rights issue, rather than a
political issue. The political prisoners fighting to
defend their status know only too well that they
are being subjected to degrading and inhuman
treatment by the British government, because
the Government wants the Political prisoners to
accept Criminal Status. It would be a mockery of
the ideals of the Republican Socialist POWs if
we did not recognise the Political motivation of
these POWs.’

What of those then who opposed the torture and
degradation of the prisoners on a ‘humanitarian’
or ‘civil rights’ basis but who did not support the
IRA’s armed struggle for national liberation?
Were they to be drawn into the campaign and if so
on what basis? After the so-called ‘dirt strike’
began in the H-Blocks, an event took place at an
emergency meeting called by Turf Lodge RAC in
April 1978 which was a pointer to future problems.
Father Faul made a divisive intervention from the
platform which many regarded as an insult to the
“blanket men’. He used the RAC platform to make
a call for a Republican ceasefire.

‘He claimed that “‘while violence goes on men
will not get better conditions’’ and only a cease-
fire will bring improvements.

Further he suggested that those ‘‘connected
with violence”’ (meaning the Republican Move-
ment) should not be seen to be involved in the
protests outside. For it would discredit the pro-
tests if ““murderers or their brothers” (!!!) were
seen to be the protestors’. (Republican News 15

April 1978)

Before this event occurred a number of conferen-
ce=s had taken place which had led to the involve-
ment of “wider™ forces in the prisoner campaign.
The Coalisiand Conference held on 22 January
1978 included left-wing groups such as Peoples
Democracy, representatives from trade umions.,
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and influential campaigners such as Bernadette
McAliskey (via Tyrone RAC). 1,000 people atten-
ded this conference. A proposal from the Belfast
Central RAC was passed unanimously. It called for
a committee to be set up to ‘establish activity on a
32 County basis’. Each organisation, Central
RAC, Coalisland RAC, and others who supported
and participated in protests, pickets, demonstra-
tions etc would have representation on this
committee. And each organisation would retain
the right to its autonomy and the right to campaign
on its own demands. It should be noted that among
these ‘wider’ forces were those opposed to the
armed struggle of the IRA to drive British
imperialism out of Ireland. However this confer-
ence-and an anti-repression delegate Conference
held three weeks later called for ‘the immediate
granting of political status to Republican Socialist
Prisoners pending a general amnesty to all
prisoners convicted as a result of the Irish war of
National Liberation’. In commenting on the Coal-
island Conference Republican News wrote
“The clock cannot simply be turned back [to the
Civil Rights marches] . . . much as Peoples Demo-
cracy and Bernadette McAliskey might wish it to
be...
...organised protests on ‘‘limited’”’ demands
against torture and in defence of status need not
become the diversion from the liberation
struggle that some Republicans might fear.
...a fightback against ‘‘criminalisation’’ is cer-
tainly necessary. But the humanitarian approach
of Father Faul and the polite parliamentary-type
protests of Frank Maguire . . . are not enough to
win our aims in the short term let alone the long
term.

Instead any public campaign against torture
and for political status needs to be pointed firmly
in the direction of ‘‘Brits Out’’ and needs to
recognise the necessary methods for this aim.

For status and torture in reality cannot be iso-

England. At the end of January 1977 the West End
of London was hit by a spate of bombings—11
explosions in the space of four hours.

At the end of 1977 Roy Mason was boasting of
his own successes. The IRA he said were ‘reeling’.

‘It would have been a brave, or perhaps a rash,
man who would have forecast a year ago that
1977 would see a very marked fall in the level of
violence, the number of deaths, the number of
bombings and the number of shootings’.

There is little doubt that IRA activity was signifi-
cantly reduced over 1977 due to the reorganisation
that was taking place to establish the present highly
efficient cell structure. There was also a shortage of
explosives. But this should not be exaggerated.
While the number of explosions and shootings
were down 50%, the year’s losses to the ‘security
forces’ had been similar to the previous year: 15
British army compared to 14 a year earlier, 28
UDR/RUC to 38 a year earlier. Civilian deaths had
however plummeted from 245 to 69. One major
factor in explaining this fall in civilian casualties
was the very large reduction in sectarian killings
due to British army/RUC curbs on the activities of
loyalist paramilitary organisations. This was in line
with the attitude the British government took to the
loyalist strike. British terror and repression had
reached new heights so that the activities of the
unofficial loyalist ‘security forces” was considered
both unfruitful and unnecessary (see FRFI 19).
There were however some notable successes in
1977. The IRA captured SAS Captain Robert
Nairac in May. He was interrogated and then exe-
cuted. During the Queen’s Jubilee visit in August
they breached the massive security ring at Cole-
raine University setting off a bomb using a long
delay timing device. On the 2 November the IRA
began a series of firebomb and bombing attacks —
93 operations in all —on commercial business

. property across the Six Counties. These operations

IRA volunteers appear angs: demo

lated from the Brit presence, a presence which
cannot be removed without armed struggle.

But this does not mean that all united fronts or
joint platforms must be on the basis of everyone
openly supporting the IRA’s armed struggle, or
that the call for “‘Brits Qut’’ should swamp out
specific campaigns against criminalisation.
What it does mean is that the sharp end of the
campaign should be directed against criminali-
sation whilst the rudder is steering for ‘‘Brits
Qut’*.’(4 February 1978)

Running such ‘united fronts’ was not going to be
that easy. The real problems lay ahead. What was
to be at issue was the political basis of those united
fronts. For the moment however support for the
armed struggle and the fight for political status
were intimately connected.

FIGHTBACK... THE MILITARY
CAMPAIGN

From the beginning of the prison campaign the
IRA had made it clear that it would use armed force
in the fight for political status. The IRA had
announced that once political status was removed
then prison officers would become legitimate
targets. Between 8 April 1976 and 18 January 1980,
18 prison officers and others closely connected
with the prison service were killed. In December
1976 the IRA mounted over 120 operations ‘in a co-
ordinated strike to highlight conditions for those
denied political status’ — there were at that time 14
men in the H-Blocks and two women in Armagh
Prison. Railway lines and roads were blocked at
crucial points in the Six Counties, a hotel was
destroyed and a bus depot attacked in Belfast.
Army and RUC bases came under attack and a
soldier was killed, anothér was injured, and 2RUC
men were injured in different parts of the Six
Counties. The bombing campaign again spread to

nstrators at H-Block protest march

were significantly reduced in mid-November with
the beginning of the firemen’s strike. The IRA
recognised that the strike represented unique
opportunities to massively inflict material damage
on business property. They chose not to take ad:
vantage of the situation because

¢...such actions would be used by the ruling
class to weaken the Fireman’s legitimate case,
opening them up to reactionary appeals to return
to work on “‘security grounds”.’ (Republican
News 19 November 1977)

This remarkable working-class solidarity, needless
to say, was neither acknowledged nor reported by
the British Labour and trade union movement or
by the IRA’s ‘critics’ on the British Left.

In spite of the low activity of the IRA in this
period Alan Wright, chairman of the Police Feder-
ation, found it necessary in September 1977 at the
Police Federation Annual Conference to attack
Roy Mason for issuing provocative statements.

‘On a number of occasions in the past statements
have been made on behalf of the government
that the IRA is beaten, defeated or on the run’.

Such statements, he said, invited retaliation...
‘words can be as lethal as bullets’. Mason ignored
his warning. At the same Conference he continued
to speak of ‘police successes’ against the IRA. By
early 1979 he was going to regret these words.
With the struggle on the streets building up and
the reports of torture in Castlereagh and the
H-Blocks starting to have a significant political
effect, Mason tried to close down Republican
News. In December 1977 British army/RUC raids
took place on the press centre and two issues of
Republican News were seized. Republican News
fought back — it produced a single-sheet émergency
issue. The same month saw raids on the homes of
36 members of Sinn Fein and sellers and distri-
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butors of Republican News were harassed, raided
and arrested. In March 1978 leading Sinn Fein
member Gerry Adams was arrested and charged
with IRA membership. In April 330 RUC men
backed up by the British army raided Republican
News offices and over 20 houses seizing Repub-
lican News and arresting 15 Belfast Sinn Fein
leaders. The printer of Republican News, SDLP
member Gary Kennedy, was also arrested. Repub-
lican News continued to print and eventually the
courts had to release those arrested, including
Gerry Adams, after international publicity and
concern, and on the grounds that Sinn Fein was a
recognised legal political party.

1978 began well for the IRA with the capture and
execution of a British army intelligence officer,
Paul Harman, who was engaged in SAS activities
in West Belfast. He was captured carrying the
photos of 73 prominent Republicans together with
their names and addresses. This information would
obviously be lethal in the hands of British army
and loyalist assassination squads. Assassination
attempts on some of those on Harman’s list did in
fact take place later.

In February 1978 the bombing of the La Mon
restaurant went tragically wrong due to a bungled
warning and 12 people died. The IRA immediately
put out a statement admitting responsibility which
stated:

‘We accept condemnation and criticism from
only two sources: from the relatives and friends
of those who were accidentally killed, and from
our supporters, who have rightly and severely
criticised us. . .

It has been the disastrous presence of British
interference in Ireland and that continuing
armed presence in the Six Counties which is the
root cause of unrest in our country. All killings
and tragedies stem from British interference and
their denial of Irish sovereignty...’.

@ Until November 1978 IRA activity remained low.
2 Then the full force of the successful reorganisation
Z hit the Six Counties. Mid-November saw a massive
IRA bomb blitz across the Six Counties. The total
estimated damage was £10 million. The next week
another wave of bombings took place. On 26
November Albert Miles Deputy Governor of Long
Kesh was executed by the IRA. The IRA putouta
statement which said ‘This man was fully aware of
the beatings and torture of the men ‘‘on the
blanket™ ... we justly executed Miles for his resp-
onsibility over H-Block’. At the beginning of
December a third major bombing blitz took place
hitting 16 towns in one hour. In December the IRA
claimed the bombing of British army barracks in
West Germany which had occurred in August.

1979 began with bombing and sniper attacks in
many areas of the Six Counties. Four British
soldiers were killed, one soldier and 6 RUC men
were injured. In January 1979 bombs went off in
England blowing up a gasometer in Greenwich and
blowing a hole in a fuel storage tank at Canvey
Island. It was Mason who was now ‘reeling’.

Mason however arrogantly continued to claim
the IRA were isolated. In a Panorama programme
on 12 February, Mason claimed that only a couple
of hundred people would be prepared to support
the ‘blanket men’ on the street. Six days later, On
Sunday 18 February 1979 10,000 people marched
in defiance of Mason’s claim. The lead banner on
this march called by Sinn Fein proclaimed ‘Smash
Mason’s Lie’. Mason received another blow the:
same month. Three assistant governors from the
H-Blocks resigned and informed the IRA of their
resignation in order to be taken off the death list.

The ‘criminalisation’ policy was now in tatters.
The IRA was on the offensive. Reports of torture
in Castlereagh and other police interrogation
centres, of the torture and degradation in the
H-Blocks resounded around the world. The
Labour government which had agreed to give extra
parliamentary seats to Loyalists to keep the Labour
Party in power was finally turfed out of office on
26 March 1979. Gerry Fitt and Frank Maguire
could not support the Labour Party on a vote of
confidence because of its record of torture in the
Six Counties of Ireland.

Mason left the Six Counties with his reputation
destroyed. One of the most reactionary imperialist
governments had been forced out of office. After
the election the Tory Party would carry on where
the Labour government left off. Within two years
the prison struggle was to come to a head.

David Reed
"June 1982

to be continued
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flames. For 3 whole days the Israeli air
force drenched the town with shells,
cluster and phosphorus bombs. Two
out of every three buildings were des-
troyed and beneath the rubble lay the
3,000 dead and mangled bodies of men,
women and children. Of Sidon’s orig-
inal 300,000 inhabitants only 60,000
remain. Another town, Damour, was
totally destroyed. A Sunday Times jour-
nalist said ‘the place has simply ceased
to exist.” Beirut, the Lebanese capital,
was subjected to 24 hour shift bombing
with massive casualties. A Beirut hospi-
tal announced that 30%-50% of those
injured were dying as a result of injuries
sustained from cluster and phosphorus
bombs. Nothing was spared —schools,
hospitals, homes, factories, warehouses
and 20,000 civilians. A Lebanese
mother from Damour exclaimed ‘The
Israelis are not just Killing my friends,
they are killing my country.’

As the Israeli forces advanced north-
wards to Beirut, they bombed and
shelled scores of towns, villages and
refugee camps. A British engineer des-
cribed the experience of one village near
Sidon. The villagers raised white flags to
indicate neutrality:

‘There were no Palestinians anywhere
in the area. But the Israelis took no
notice of the white flags. And to
finish off the job, the Israeli jets came
back for another bombing run when
the people were burying those killed
in the first strike.’

And as hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees fled the assault, their convoys were
bombed and strafed by Israeli planes.
Amidst this blood and fire, amidst the
broken and burnt bodies, amidst the
terror of weeping children and dying
people, fascist Prime Minister Begin,
friend and ally of Reagan and Thatcher
declared: ‘“Wonderful! Now I can sleep
at night.’

Thousands of homeless Lebanese and
Palestinians are being denied adequate
relief and medical care as the Israeli
Army Command arrests and expels all
foreign nurses and doctors and refuses
entry to UN relief organisations. The
Zionists have repeatedly turned back
urgent Red Cross aid shipments seeking
direct entry into Lebanon. Meanwhile,
to destroy evidence of the scale of civil-
ian massacre, hundreds of bodies are
being burned in mass graves.

The fate of those remaining alive in
occupied Lebanon cannot be predicted.
Thousands and thousands of Palestin-
ian and Lebanese are being rounded up
and herded into newly built concentra-
tion camps or sent to Israel. Under the

" fascist heel of Zionist occupation death -

can come swiftly. Two Norwegian doc-
tors expelled to Oslo testified to the
savage beating to death of 10 captured
Palestinian freedom fighters.

In a move emulating British imperial-
ism in Ireland and in direct contraven-
tion of the Geneva Convention, the
Israeli Army Command has refused to
recognise captured PLO fighters as
Prisoners of War. The Army Command
announced:

“They are terrorists. We do not refer
to them as prisoners of war.’

Many will be killed and thousands of
others will be tortured and held indefin-
itely until such time that Zionism judges
its genocidal and reactionary plans ful-
filled.

Imperialist war aims and plans

This latest attempt by Zionism to annih-
ilate the PLO was planned jointly with
US imperialism and their Lebanese
fascist allies of the Christian Phalange.
In January Israeli Defence Minister
Ariel Sharon met Phalange leader

Bashir Gemayel to discuss coordination”

in the event of an invasion. In May

Sharon visited Washington to meet the
then US Secretary of State Alexander
Haig to put the finishing touches to the
invasion plan. For months the Israeli
army had been stationed and ready on
Lebanese borders and when the assault
came it involved 3% of Israel’s popula-
tion (the equivalent of 12 million
British troops).

The pretext for the invasion was the
shooting of Israeli Ambassador to Lon-
don Mr Argov and Palestinian shelling
of villages in north Israel. The real
reason, however, lay in the growing and
powerful mass movement of Palestin-
ians on the occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip. Throughout March, April

Lebanon: 20: 000 mur&e}ed by -'Zf-onists

and May there were mass demonstra-
tions, strikes and fierce street fighting
against Israeli annexation plans. And
the masses saw in the PLO, based in
Lebanon, their leaders and vanguard.
With the solid unity of fighting masses
in territory occupied by Israel and the
armed PLO, not only would annexation
be impossible, but the Israeli state and
the entire structure of Zionism and imp-
erialism would face a formidable chal-
lenge. In order to crush this challenge
once and for all, it was first necessary to
destroy the PLO in Lebanon. Then the
permanent annexation of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip could follow.
Menachem Milson, Zionist administra-
tor of the West Bank put it clearly:

‘We are fighting the PLO to make
peace with the Palestinians.’

This ‘peace’ will be the peace of oppres-
sion without resistance. Since the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon, Zionism has
speeded up the annexation process by
dismissing the elected councils of Nab-
lus and Dura and has suppressed pro-
tests against its genocide with gunfire.
Zionist plans extend beyond the an-
nexation of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip to a long term occupation and
eventual annexation of a portion of
Lebanese territory. Begin declared ‘“We
do not want one centimetre of Lebanese
territory’. But as he was speaking, spec-
ialist ‘civilian administrators’ were
being drafted in to Lebanon from the
West Bank. Primarily intelligence ex-
perts co-ordinating civil, police and
military operations, their previous tasks
had been ‘mopping up’ and suppressing
resistance to Zionist rule on the West
Bank in preparation for annexation. It
is a further indication of Zionist aims
that the Israelis have opened banks in
Tyre and Sidon.
' The third component of Zionist stra-
tegy is the formation of a pro-imperial-

ist, pro-Zionist regime in Lebanon.
Their allies are the Christian Phalang-
ists, whose forces are trained and
financed by Israel —in May, Begin
boasted that he had given them $100m
worth of armaments. They were formed
in 1936 and modelled upon the fascist
paramilitary after their leaders returned
from visiting Italy and Germany.

Imperialism backs Israel

The crushing of the PLO, a pro-Zionist
Lebanon, and the expansion of the
Israelistate would immeasurably streng-
then the hand of imperialism in the
Middle East — a region strategically vital

for its oil, naval and trading routes and
military position. Zionism is the bastion
of counter-revolution in the region and
an ally of counter-revolution through-
out the world. Zionism waged war on the
progressive Arab and Palestinian people
in 1948, 1956, and 1967. In 1956t allied
with British and French imperialism in a
war to prevent Egypt nationalising the
Suez Canal. In 1967 it occupied Egypt-
ian, Jordanian and Syrian territory.
Throughout its existence it has main-
tained close ties and assisted every fas-
cist regime in the world —apartheid in
South Africa, Chile, El Salvador, Guat-
emala and elsewhere. Zionism exists to
defend imperialism and it is rewarded
with millions of dollars assistance and
yet more Arab territory.

It is no surprise, therefore, that
throughout Israel’s wholesale massacre
and carnage in Lebanon, the imperialist
powers —in particular US and British
imperialism —gave the Zionist forces
every possible assistance. While profes-
sing verbal opposition to the invasion,
US imperialism vetoed a UN proposal in
the first week of the invasion for an
immediate ceasefire and a withdrawal
of Israeli troops from Lebanon. This
veto was supported by the British repre-
sentative at the UN. Once Israeli forces
had consolidated their positions in
Lebanon US ‘opposition’ to the inva-
sion became open approval as a US
State Department official declared that
Israeli withdrawal was ‘no longer ade-
quate to the needs of the situation’.

British imperialism, which created
the fascist Zionist state, played its own
dirty and hypocritical role. Margaret
Thatcher who fought hard for EEC
sanctions against Argentina during the
Malvinas war and who praised their
effectiveness, decided that sanctions
against imperialism’s = Zionist and
bloody ally were ‘ineffective’. In an
empty gesture, the British government

IMPERIALISTS
BACK GENOCIDE

barred Israeli arms dealers attending the
Ministry of Defence arms exhibition.
Not because of the Israeli genocide in
the Lebanon, but because of rumours
that Israel sold arms to Argentina dur-
ing the Malvinas War!

The EEC, supposedly sympathetic to
the Palestinian cause, not only refused
to impose sanctions against Israel, but
declared its support for Zionist war aims
and demanded the immediate with-
drawal of the PLO from the Lebanon.
Neither in Britain nor in any other imp-
erialist nation did the pro-imperialist
Labour Movements make more than an
empty and hypocritical gesture of pro-
test. European capitals remained silent,
there were no marches, no strikes, no
pickets or demonstrations organised by
these people. In Israel itself there have
been signs of opposition to the Zionist
aggression. On Sunday 4 July, 100,000
people marched to demand Israeli with-
drawal and a negotiated settlement with
the Palestinian people.

The resistance continues

At this momentous and historical turn-
ing point, the Palestinian people have
fought virtually alone. Deserted by their
Arab allies, outnumbered and out-
gunned by Zionism and its allies, they
have nevertheless created epics of revo-
lutionary resistance in the fight for self-
determination.

It is in Beirut that the determination,
courage and heroism of the Palestinian
people is really demonstrated. Despite
weeks of savage bombardment, which
during the weekend of 25, 26 and 27
June caused 4,000 civilian casualties,
6,000 PLO fighters have held off 8
Israeli divisions for over 3 weeks. The
Zionists and imperialists are passing off
Israeli failure to capture West Beirut as
a decision to avoid civilian casualties.
This is a disgusting lie. Israel has no
regard whatsoever for human life. Israel
showed no mercy to the over 20,000 civ-
ilians already murdered by its air, sea
and land forces. It showed no mercy
when its planes bombed an Armenian
old peoples” home. It showed no more
mercy when it used cluster bombs
against the civilian populations of Tyre,

Sidon, Beirut and elsewhere. No! lsra
forces have not yet entered West Bewr
because they fear the huge losses th
would suffer at the hands of the 6.0
PLO guerillas and they fear failure:
failure which would cost them we
dear.

So for the moment, the Israeli forc
and the imperialist nations are desps
ately seeking to force the PLO out
Lebanon by diplomatic means. They a
using all their resources and energies
avoid a confrontation with the PLO
Beirut, for the PLO have declared th
they will make Beirut into ‘the Stali
grad of the Zionists’ and ‘fight fro
street to street, from house to house ar
from room to room’ to defend the P:
estinian people against Zionist terr
and aggression.

Elsewhere, PLO guerilla forces ha
now dispersed into the mountains as
forests and will return to conduct clas
ical guerilla warfare against the Zion
ageressors.

Fight Racism! Fight
Imperialism!

As we go to the printers, the late
battles in the Israeli-Palestinian war a
still being fought. There is a vile as
bloody conspiracy by Zionism and im
erialism to annihilate the PLO and !
Palestinian question and to bury the
beneath the dead bodies of tens
thousands of Palestinian and Lebane
men, women and children. Fig
Racism! Fight Imperialism! stam
wholeheartedly with the people of P:
estine, the PLO and the people of Leb
non in their life and death struggie ¢
democracy and self-determinatio
FRFI condemns and accuses Zionis
and imperialism as racists, mass mu
derers and criminals. In particular FR!
condemns and denounces British impe
ialism which from the beginnings of 1!
Zionist movement, to the massacres
the Lebanon today, has been and is re
ponsible for all that the Palestini
people suffer at the hands of Isra
British imperialism is the murderos
and savage state that gave birth ©
nourished, supported and now susias
the equally savage and murderous Zio
ist state. Communists and democrats
Britain wish death upon Zionism and :
parent British imperialism!

Defend the PLO!

Zionist Hands Off Lebanon!
Death to Zionism!

Death to British imperialism!

Trevor Rayne, Roy Spring
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® Guatemala

The Guatemalan junta, headed by Rios
Montt, is seeking to improve its image
abroad by declaring its readiness to enter
negotiations with Guatemala’s National
Revolutionary Union and promising an
amnesty for revolutionaries who surren-
der themselves by 30 June. The junta's
‘compromising’ and ‘moderate’ language
contrasts sharply however with its domes-
tic action. The Association of Democratic
Journalists based in Nicaragua revealed
that 4,000 people have been murdered
since Rios Montt came to power in March.
The junta, in an attempt to cover up its
systematic massacre of the country’s
Indian population, is using death squads
dressed as guerillas and uttering revolu-
tionary slogans as they gun down and
massacre whole villages. The Indian
peasantry however has not been deceived
by such manoeuvres and are flocking to
the support of the URNG, their sole
defence against the US backed sadistic
junta intent on genocide to safeguard
imperialist economic and geopolitical
interests.

® NATO manoeuvres

In a little disguised exercise for an even-
tual invasion of revolutionary Cuba, NATO
forces held Ocean Venture 82 during May.
The venture involved 40,000 troops attack-
ing the mythical island of ‘Brown’ an ally
of the Soviet Union somewhere in the
Caribbean. The commander of the US
forces, Rear Admiral R P McKenzie, more
or less gave the game away saying ‘you
won't get me to say that the island is
Cuba’ The sequence of the attack on
‘Brown’ corresponded closely to the Brit-
ish imperialists' taking of the Malvinas.
There is no doubt that the invasion of
‘Brown', and the lessons the imperialists
learnt from the British occupation of the
Malvinas will be used to advance imperial-
ist plans for the destruction of revolution-
ary Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada. Cuban
President Castro gave his people’s
answer to the imperialist schemes: ‘Our
party, people and leaders will never sell
out and will never surrender.’ He damned
capitalism as ‘rotten and disgusting’ and
vowed that the ‘capitalist inferno’ would
never return to Cuba.

Trevor Rayne

EL SALVADOR

On 8 June, US President Reagan addressed a gathering of British
Lords and MPs in the House of Parliament. He spoke of the ‘democra-
tic revolution... gathering new strength’ and proposed a campaign to
‘foster the infrastructure of democracy’. El Salvador was cited as an
example of US ‘fostered’ democracy as Reagan said:

‘On election day (Sunday 28 March) the people of El Salvador, an
unprecedented 1.4m of them, braved ambush and gunfire to vote

for freedom.’

That such a statement passed without
any protest or outrage testifies to the
rotten and reactionary nature of the
British imperialist Parliament and its
assorted representatives. The fact that
since 28 March US ‘fostered’ democ-
racy in El Salvador has been working its
gruesome and bloody way is well
known. Since 28 March over 3,600 peas-
ant families have been evicted from land
which provides their only livelihood and
evictions are continuing at greater
speed. The new ‘democratic’ National
Assembly sustained by US arms, dollars
and a vicious US trained army repre-
sents the tyranny of El Salvador’s land-
lords, capitalists and their imperialist
masters. On 18 May, this ‘democracy’
suspended the Land to the Tiller Pro-
gramme which was in fact never more
than window-dressing to appease US
Congressional opinion and a ploy to kill

Demonstrators behind barbed wire in Berlin .

Emperor Tours Europe

Operation Charm - as the White House dubbed Reagan’s European
tour—was in a shambles by its end. Unable to move anywhere in
Europe without meeting a demonstration, his carefully timed appear-
ances for US breakfast TV were pushed aside by news of the
imperialist conflicts in the South Atlantic and the Middle East.

The Grand Tour began with a confer-
ence of fellow imperialists at the Palace
of Versailles. All the imperialists’
problems were to be solved at Versailles,
the media said. Yet when the thieves got
around a table, they could not agree on
anything important: the 30m unem-
ploved are 10 stay jobless; a trade war

still looms; financial conflicts were
glossed over; they couldn’t agree how to
aitack the socalist countries, and all the
mmperialis camt about peace was
exposed when puppet Israel invaded

Lebanon.

This debacle over, on to Rome for
five hours, where 300,000 protested
against nuclear weapons. A quick chin-
wag with the Pope, when Reagan nearly
fell asleep, then off to Britain where two
armoured cars, 6 helicopters, a plane-
load of 150 US bodyguards, and a team
of food-tasters had been sent to protect
Reagan.

A tourist’s dream: met by the Queen,
a Royal banquet in a real castle, and an
early morning ride with the Royal

any peasant daring to submit claims
under the programme’s provisions.
Since it was announced in 1980 only 106
peasant families have gained title to
land out of a possible 200,000. 25,000
tenant farmers have been evicted and
over 200 officials involved in the land
reform programme have been murdered
including the head of the Salvadoran
Institute of Agrarian Transformation.
The ghastly reality of this reform is
expressed by a Salvadoran:

‘Many have been killed and dirt is
stuffed in their mouths as a symbol.
Filling out an application is some-
times like painting a red cross of
death across your chest.’

Under the new ‘democracy’ in El Salva-
dor, the rule of the landlords is given
legal stamp and peasant opponents of
the regime murdered and the masses left

Family in front of the cameras. Then to
Parliament where Emperor Reagan,
from the homeland of the Ku Klux
Klan, armourer of Israel and El Sal-
vador, buddy of South Africa,
announced ‘a crusade of freedom’.
What a comfort for those protesters
arrested when they used Mr Reagan’s
freedom to protest against his visit!

The resources of the US empire, in-
cluding Y2m troops garrisoned in 2,500
bases in 110 countries, were to be de-
voted to a mission to preserve peace.
There was no crisis in the imperialist
countries, he said. But under socialism,
people could not enjoy ‘freedom’ and
‘dignity’ —the freedom and dignity of
unemployment, poverty, racism and
police oppression, no doubt.

The imperialist rigged elections in El
Salvador, where people elected a fascist
under threat of army execution, were
held up as a model of democracy!

Finally, Reagan, architect of nuclear
escalation, bragged how he would ‘leave
Marxism-Leninism on the ash-heap of
history’. Labour and Tory MPs leapt to
their feet to applaud this “pilgrimage for
peace’.

Next stop Bonn, where he unveiled a
phony arms reduction plan in the hope

of subverting the West Gen

an peace
movement. The next day, during the
NATO summit, 350,000 people showed
what they thought of Reagan’s antics

to suffer in poverty and starvation.

Meanwhile in the urban working class
areas, the killings, maimings and muti-
lations of working class opponents of
the new ‘democracy’ continue:

‘People are being pulled from their
houses, their workplaces, abducted,
disappear, murdered and mutilated.
It is utterly horrifying.’

Neither Reagan nor his audience of Brit-
ish Lords and MPs mentioned or protes-
ted against the recent killing of 4
Christian Democrat mayors and 7 peas-
ant scrutineers of the 28 March elections.
To have done so would have meant
revealing the contents of the Central
American University of El Salvador
report on these elections: that probably

.only half of the claimed 1.4m actually

voted, that it was physically impossible
for 1.4m people to vete in the time avail-
able, that 1.5m more ballot papers than
required were printed, that the US
Ambassador Deane Hinton was party to
an agreement amongst the participants
(all fascist, as the revolutionaries boy-
cotted the elections) not to publicly dis-
cuss fraud! Such are the ‘freedoms’ for
those who voted in an election where
voting was compulsory and not voting

when they protested against US plans to
base medium-range nuclear missiles in
Federal Germany.

In his final and most provocative
stunt, Reagan visited the imperialist
sector of Berlin. Before a ‘spontaneous’
crowd of 10,000 hand-picked stooges,
Reagan denounced the barbed-wire
which separates people from freedom
...just as imperialist police were
stretching yards and yards of barbed
wire around anti-Reagan demonstrat-
ors, hosing them down with water-
cannon, clubbing them and arresting
them. The youth of Berlin answered
Reagan’s anti-socialist waffle with
stones and petrol bombs. It was a fitting
close to the tour.

Before Reagan came, we thought he
was a vicious reactionary. Now we
know it. We have seen his stinking im-
perialist hypocrisy, his support for fas-
cism in El Salvador, Zionism in Israel,
and for British imperialism’s adven-
tures in the South Atlantic. His
desperate attempts to undermine the
peace movement have failed, and his
visit, rightly regarded as a provocation,

nuclear arms race. Good Riddance,

Ronald Reagan.

Steven Palmer

could mean death at the hands of fasast
killer squads.

All these facts were readily available
to the gathered Labour, Liberal and
other MPs. They did not protest or dis-
rupt Reagan’s speech because thew
themselves are the representatives of a
bourgeois imperialist democracy in
Britain which is as bloodstained and
repressive as US imperialist democracy.
British MPs and their beloved British
Parliament sanction murder and repres-
sion in Ireland against the Republican
Movement and sit silently as British
imperialism supports and sustains the
apartheid regime in South Africa, the
fascist Israeli genocide in Lebanon and
mounting repression in this country.

The revolutionary masses of El Salva-
dor do not however rely on imperialist
democracies and their ‘Labour’ Parties
to free themselves from the clutches of
poverty, hunger and repression imposed
on them by the United States and its
puppet ruling class. They rely on the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front which is conducting armed
struggle to destroy imperialism in El Sal-
vador. At this very moment the FMLN
is successfully fighting off a concerted
offensive by the El Salvador army
against FMLN strongholds in the prov-
inces of Chalatenango and Morazan. In
Chalatenango, the government army
massacred over 600 civilians in its May
offensive and on its own admission shot
and murdered unarmed guerilla fight-
ers. Such vicious behaviour by the
proteges of US imperialism contrast
with that of the FMLN. Despite their
slender resources, the FMLN have
opened prisoner of war camps for cap-
tured junta soldiers in Morazan, where
currently the most fierce fighting for
2% years is taking place. The guerillas,
who control the strategically important
town of Perequin have announced the
killing of 76 government soldiers, the
capture of 31 others along with supplies
of arms, ammunition and uniforms.
The brilliant successes of the FMLN
against US trained and equipped gov-
ernment soldiers was highlighted when
the FMLN shot down a helicopter and
captured El Salvador Undersecretary of
Defence and killed Colonel Castillo, the
fourth-ranking person in El Salvador’s
high command.

In other parts of the country, the
FMLN has stepped up military opera-
tions against economic targets — roads,
bridges, railways, electricity lines,
buses, trucks and crops. Despite tre-
mendous difficulties, the revolutionar-
ies are successfully holding their own
and inflicting severe damage on the
junta forces. Recently published figures
show that in 1981 801 government sold-
iers were killed in the war, while in the
first quarter of 1982 the toll was already
467 and in April 202, and government
casualties continue to mount.

Imperialist hopes for a rapid victory
against the El Salvador revolution have
disappeared. According to an American
journalist:

‘In significant parts of the provinces
of Morazan, Usulutan, Cabanas, San
Vicente and Chalatenango a revolu-
tionary society functions. ..’

While'in the major towns, the FMLN
have announced a new campaign to
revive and strengthen the mass political
movement and organisation which has
suffered so terribly from the junta’s sys-
tematic killing and murdering of work-
ing class and community leaders and
cadres.

In the struggles of the oppressed and
working class in Britain, their real allies
are to be sought amongst the masses of

brought the largest demonstrations seen the B1 ia]r:'.'atdoran wo;k;rsfa\:ilsN! i
in Europe against the US inspired | BEES, BIG TRENT ViR L

in the representatives of British ‘demo-
cracy’ and the Labour Party who sat

| silent as Reagan praised the butchers of

]
1

El Salvador.
Eddie Abrahams



@® Cost of Collaboration

The direct cost to the Irish warker of the
Free State government's collaboration
with the forces of British imperialism is
mounting. IRE350m were stopped out of
the workers pay packets last year to fin-
ance security spending. An additional
IRE150m will be taken this year. This is a
sum totalling over four times the pro-
jected deficit for the year and about half
the tax intake from PAYE workers.

The economy of the 26 Counties how-
ever cannot sustain such gargantuan in-
creases in security spending. It has, as a
result, sought respite in the coffers of
international financiers, which in turn will
drive the capitalists to further attack the
working class. It is the working class in
the final analysis who must pay the costs
of collaboration, the cost of imperialist
domination. Financially this will involve
the capitalists trying to lower workers liv-
ing standards further and reduce state
spending on social services. Politically it
involves the consolidation of bourgeois
forces and those of the labour aristo-
cracy. Militarily it means that 2000 out of a
total Free State army of 15,000 are con-
stantly stationed at the border. Instead of
operating 6000 patrols as in 1980, they
operate 10,537. The number of military
parties supplied for checkpoint duty
doubled from 1980 to 1981 and is now
14,145,

The Free State government thus com-
bines its direct attack on the working
class and on the Republican Movement,
meanwhile building up its armed appara-
tus to try and defeat both. Currently pup-
pet Fre= Siate collaboration has resulted
m the remand imprisonment for over 4
months of Republican Gerald Tuite,
escaped from Brixton Prison in 1980 and
now the Free State's choice for a show
trizl which began on 29 June.

Morrigan

® Workers Party respectability

James Flynn a high ranking member of
the supposedly defunct paramilitary wing
of the Workers Party (‘official IRA’) was
executed by the INLA in retaliation for
Flynn's murder of revolutionary working
class leader and IRSP chief Seamus Cos-
tello in 1977.

The execution of this prime revisionist
assassin represents a blow to the respect-
able party image being cultivated by the
WP. At a time when the party has been
subjected to particular scrutiny regarding
its clandestine paramilitary or criminal
connections, the ‘new image’ people are
particularly sensitive to certain kinds of
publicity. Typically a hurried sequence of
denials was issued by loyal WP hacks fol-
lowing suggestions that Flynn might have
links with the WP. These denials however
struck hollow against the backdrop of a
funeral service attended by prominent WP
figures, with an oration by the chairperson
of Clann na h-Eireann, WP fellow travel-
lers in England.

Seeking to suppress the truth about the
careerist and criminal orientation of the
WP leadership some party supporters
have sought to intimidate pressmen from
writing articles exposing the organisa-
tion’s leadership. Nevertheless one such
article was published in the magazine
Magill and proved a great embarrassment
for the party. Its revelations have been
borne out by INLA statements, one of
which warns the reformist and opportu-
nist leaders of the WP not to engage in
any further murderous assaults on the
IRSP.

Morrigan

LOYALIST TERROR

PROTECTS LOYALIST
PRIVILEGES

As reported in FRFI 20 recent studies carried out by the Fair Employ-
ment Agency in the Six Counties have confirmed that patterns of dis-
crimination in employment have remained unchanged despite all the
pretended ‘concern’ of the British government to reduce such
discrimination. In particular, such bastions of loyalist privilege as the
Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast, with its relatively highly-paid
skilled jobs, have remained virtually closed to Catholics. The fate that
awaits any Catholic who dares to enter such loyalist territory was
shown last month when a young Catholic man from the New Lodge
Road narrowly escaped death at the hands of loyalist gunmen while

he was working in the shipyard.

Dermot Brophy had started work in the
shipyard as a painter just six weeks
earlier, having previously been un-
employed for three years —indeed it was
only the fact that he was desperate for
work that led him to accept the job in
the shipyard, knowing as he did the risk
involved. From the very beginning the
loyalist workers at the yard made it clear

that he and the few other Catholics who
worked at the vard were not wanted.
Then on 23 June, as Dermot and his
workmates were having their tea-break
in a hut, two loyalist gunmen burst in.
They singled Dermot out and were
about to shoot him when a friend of
Dermot’s stood in their way. One of the
gunmen then tried to shoot Dermot but

the gun jammed and, after a struggle,
both gunmen were forced out of the hut
and ran off.

The attack has forced Dermot to
leave his job at the shipyard and it is
likely that the few other Catholics there
will do likewise. Loyalists have there-
fore once again shown their determina-
tion to maintain their privileges by the
use of terror against any threat (real or
imagined) to such privileges from Cath-
olics, a determination encouraged by
the British government which continues
to pour money into firms such as
Harland and Wolff in order to safe-
guard loyalist jobs while doing nothing
in practice (despite all its protestations
of ‘concern’) to reduce the blatant dis-
crimination which exists in such firms.

Irish Correspondent

POLICE ATTACK
ON WELSH
REPUBLICANS

In early May David Burns, Nic Hodges, Jennie Smith, Adrian Stone
and Gareth Westacott were amrested in South Wales and charged
under the Explosive Substances Act 1883 and thus face possible 20
year sentences. 2 of the 5 are members of the Youth Movement of
Plaid Cymru (the Welsh Nationalist Party) and all are members or sup-
porters of the Welsh Socialist Republican Movement (WSRM). Many
others were arrested in Wales only to be released without charge and
manyharassed — one woman was forced to make tea for 12 policemen
when they raided her home at 7am! The arrests and charges relate to
a number of bomb attacks which have taken place over the last 2
years on government buildings.and other political targets. The police
evidence is minimal and all 5 have denied responsibility for the bomb-

ings as have their organisations.
This latest attack on the WSRM follows
‘Operation Fire’ in March 1980 when
the police arrested 52 people in Wales,
including Gerry MacLochlainn of Sinn
Fein, the pretext of which was the burn-

REVIEW

ing of 2nd homes in Wales. Gerry was
subsequently co-charged with Jim Reilly
of Sinn Fein with political charges
totally unrelated to the Welsh arson
campaign. Their long detention contri-

Seamus Costello 1939-1977, published by the Seamus

Costello Memorial Committee

Seamus Costello was an exceptional man. His interest in
Republicanism began when he heard of Cathal Goulding’s arrest in
1953. At the age of 15, he appljed to join the Republican movement
and was told to ‘come back nextyear’. He did; at the age of 17 he was
commanding an IRA active service unit in South Derry. Arrested at
Glencree, Co Wicklow in 1957, he served 6 months in Mountjoy gaol;
on his release he was immediately interned for two years in the

Curragh.

When he left the Curragh he continued
his work for the Republican movement.
In his local Wicklow he was active in the
Bray Trades Council, the County Coun-
cil, tenants associations, and farmers’
organisations. He delivered the 1966
Bodenstown oration which announced
the ‘left turn’ of the Republican
movement. When the Republican
movement split in 1969-70, Costello
remained with the Officials. Following
the 1972 ceasefire, he became the focus
for opposition to the leadership’s opp-
ortunism. In December 1974, Costello
and his allies established the Irish
Republican Socialist Party (IRSP)
which received its baptism in a hail of

fire from the guns of the Officials. It
survived this attack, only to be the ob-
ject of repression by the 26 County gov-
ernment which framed IRSP members,
after torture, on charges of robbing a
mail train. Costello was finally murder-
ed by opportunists on 5 October 1977.

This pamphlet is a selection of trib-
utes from friends and comrades, and a
number of Costello’s speeches and writ-
ings. The authors obviously think high-
ly of him. Yet many awkward questions
are skated round. Why did Costello
spend four years in the Officials after
their opportunism became clear? Why
did it become necessary to establish a
new political party, instead of allying

buted to the death of Jim Reilly and
Gerry was sentenced to 6 years for con-
spiracy.

Following the arrests of the Cardiff 5
there have been a number of other
arrests at the request of the Cardiff
police. On 22 June 3 people were
arrested in London: Brian Rhys was
held for 50 hours before being taken to
Cardiff and also charged under the Ex-
plosive Substances Act, whilst Dave
Marzella, a member of the Troops Out
Movement, was held for 36 hours and
released without charge but on police
bail. 6 of those charged are being denied
bail.

We condemn this attack on the
WSRM and TOM: these arrests are an
attack on the democractic rights of all
political activists and we support their
defence campaign. We demand the
dropping of the charges.

Messages of support and donations
should be sent to Welsh Political Pri-
soners’ Defence Committee, 175 Mac-
kintosh Place, Roath, Cardiff.

Chris Fraser

with the Provisional IRA? How could
Costello justify opposing the demand
for free abortion on demand, as he did
at the founding Ard-Fheis? The pamph-
let includes an obvious attack on the
Provisionals, made by Costello in Sept-
ember 1976 (p67). Is this still true? Did it
represent Costello’s last word on the
Provisionals?

While the pamphlet is interesting and
informative, its failure to face the more
obscure or awkward political events in
Costello’s political career diminish
rather than enhance this tribute to a
great Irish revolutionary.

SP

Copies can be obtained from

Ms E Doyle, cio 33 Dollymount Park
Dollymount, Dublin 3, reland.
Single copies £2. Postage 25p.

For bulk orders there is a special
reduction of 25%.

@ Loyalists launch sectarian
bombing campaign

Loyalist sectarians operating under the
name of the Loyalist Prisoners Action
Group have launched a bombing
campaign against Catholic civilians. On
Friday 25 June they bombed a Catholic
secondary school called Our Lady of
Mercy. Then on Monday 28 June the Cath-
olic Church of the Resurrection, off
Antrim Road, was bombed destroying the
beiler house and leaving a large hole in
the outside wall. Both bombings were
claimed by the Loyalist Prisoners Action
Group and were allegedly in support of
Loyalist assassin John James Somerville.
Somerville was convicted in November
1981 for the murder of members of the
Miami Showband and has been on hunger
strike for one month demanding political
status.

The methods used by Somerville's sup-
porters are indicative of the sectarian
character of Loyalism. The Republican
movement's fight for political status
consisted of a mass political campaign
and a military offensive against prison
officers and others directly associated
with the ‘criminalisation policy'. Loyalist
sectarians responded to this campaign by
a series of assassinations of H-Block
activists. Now when a Loyalist prisoner is
on hunger strike for political status,
Loyalist paramilitaries attack not prison
officers or similar targets but Catholic
civilians, schools and churches The
Loyalists may fall out with their Brtish
masters, but their real target is always the
oppressed Nationalist population of the
Six Counties.

@ The assassination of
Peter Cleary

Peter Cleary, an IRA Volunteer, was
murdered on 15 April 1976 by a member of
the notorious Special Air Service (SAS).
Peter's mother, Mrs Molly Cleary took the
Ministry of Defence to court over the mur-
der of her son. The hearing was held on
23/24 March of this year. Yet three months
later, the judge has still not issued a
verdict on the case! This is not surprising.
The murder of Peter Cleary was part of a
systematic policy of assassination of
Republicans ordered by the then Labour
Government (see The Communist
Tradition on Ireland Part XIV in this issue).
Any judgement of Peter Cleary's case
would only contribute to exposing the
whole brutal conspiracy which employed
SAS assassins against the Irish people.

@® Bodenstown
Commemoration

Owen Carron, giving the main oration at
the annual Wolfe Tone commemoration
at Bodenstown on 20 June, reiterated the
determination of the Republican Move-
ment to continue its struggle against
British imperialism until final victory:
‘Our message to you is that the armed
struggle of the Irish people is a legitimate
and just war of self-defence and it will
continue as long as the British aggressive
presence remains in Ireland. The struggle
in the North-east has been thrust upon us
and we shall resist to the death should it
take another 25 years, because we have
no other choice and there is no other
option open to us. The choice is stark: re-
sist and fight on, or be trampled down into
an even darker age than we endured under
the original Stormont junta. The Republi-
can Movement, therefore, wishes to af
firm that the armed struggle will continue
because it is central to the success of the
whole campangn of reSistance o Brtsh
rEanc. The Tty Srugge of the
St SenuDicas 4w S Te oy Cuaran-
tee of success and @ will demonsiraie
that there will be no compromise over our
[ declared demands’.

e T
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B Leeds Trades Club -
Racist Ban

b I o
Leeds Trades Council Club has
joined with the police in trying to
censor FRFI. The Trades Council
has banned FRFI from holding
public meetings in the Trades
Council Club. The reason for this
undemocratic and racist ban?
That FRFI held a public meeting
on 2 June called ‘Fight Police
Harassment! Resist Repression!’
The meeting attracted 50 people,
mainly black youth from Chapel-
town. The youth were severely and
vocally critical of the record of the
trade union movement on the
question of racism.

But there was one other point
about the meeting that really horri-
fied the Trades Council. A police-
man, Inspector Tate had
smuggled himself into the meet-
ing to spy on it. He was repeatedly
challenged and asked to leave
which he refused to do and was
treated with deserved contempt
by the youth.

The Trades Club official who
informed FRFI of this ban is none
other than a leading member of
the Communist Party in Leeds,
Beryl Huffingley. Her reasons?:
that the meeting attacked the
trade unions for their betrayal of
black people; that the meeting
objected to the presence of
Inspector Tate who according to
Huffingley had every right to be
there. The police it seems have
every right to be there whereas
FRFI and local black youth do not!

This racist ban is yet another
attack on the democratic rights to
speak out and organise against
racist police harassment. It comes
at a time when Chapeltown police
have shown their determination to
use the courts to stop the selling
of FRFI in the area by appealing
against the acquittal of the Leeds
3

FRFlI supporters in Leeds
already have almost 500 signa-
tures calling for an end to the ban.
In addition they have written to
Gordon McLennan, Secretary of
the Communist Party, demanding
that he take action against
Huffingley.

For copies of the petition write
to FRFI clo LAP, 59 Cookridge
Street, Leeds 2. Also write to the
Trades ,Council demanding the
dropping of the ban. Write to
Leeds Trades Council Club,
Saville Mount, Leeds 7.

Chas Millington

B Bradford Fascist, anti-
Irish Demonstration
opposed

On Saturday 5 June, the fascist
British Nationalist and Socialist
Movement attemptedtoorganisea
‘Smash the IRA’ demonstration in
Bradford. Fewer than 20 fascists
turned up and they were prevented
from marching by the presenceofa
counter-force which included a
number of local black youth. FRFI
supporters and supporters of the
Bradford Irish Solidarity Commit-
tee also mobilised to show their
opposition to the fascist defend-
ers of British imperialism.

'RCG-FRFI
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When the demonstrators
moved towarc; the fascist assem-
bly point, the Bradford police used
dogs and thug tactics to force
them back. A Labour councillor
who objected to one particular
police assault on a demonstrator
was sworn at and then arrested. A
FRFI supporter was also threat-
ened with arrest for taking photos
of the police actions. Another
demonstrator was also arrested
by the police.

After these arrests FRFI sup-
porters immediately proposed a
picket of the police station to
demand the freeing of those arres-
ted. The local press were phoned
and people began to move to the
police station. Yet before a picket
could be started the ‘anti-fascists'
of the left slunk away while the
two comrades were still in cus-
tody. FRFI supporters went ahead
and organised the picket— plac-
ards were made and noisy chant-
ing went on for one and a half
hours. The picket grew as local
Asian youth joined in with the
chanting. The Labour Party mem-
bers and ‘Militant’ supporters rem-
aining, confined themselves to
sitting around sneering at a picket
defending a member of their own
party. The success of the picket in
ensuring the release of those
arrested confirmed that it is only
true communists and the opp-
ressed sections of the working
class who will conduct a fight for
democratic rights that are increas-
ingly under police attack.

Bill Hughes

B North London Irish
Solidarity Committee

The NLISC is now circulating a
letter to over 100 MPs on the issue
of plastic bullets. We want to
know where these MPs stand. Our
aim is to force a parliamentary
debate and a vigorous campaign
banning their use in the 6 occu-
pied counties and Britain. The only
opposition in the British parlia-
ment so far has been a motion in
November 1981 calling for them to
be withdrawn put by Jock Stallard
MP — only 24 MPs supported it.

The present government and
the opposition have already
ignored the European Parliament
decision to ban their use in Eur-
ope. We would ask all readers of
FRFI to support us, write to your
MP asking his or her position, get
your trade union/organisation to
pass a motion calling for them to
be banned. Send us details of your
efforts.

All readers of FRFI will know
that Sean McKenna, who after
ending his hunger strike along
with his comradesin Long Kesh 17
months ago, is seriously ill. Sean
is being denied proper medical
treatment. Lord Gowrie has
recently replied to Joan Maynard
who wrote on behalf of NLISC.
Part of his reply reads:

‘| am glad to be able to tell you
that McKenna's condition does
not give rise to such concermn
and would certainly not warrant
his release’.
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Imperialist vengeance means
Sean will serve his 25 year sent-
ence. We demand Sean's release,
his right to outside medical treat-
ment — not the butchers who serve
as prison doctors. The NLISC
urges all readers to protest: write
to Lord Gowrie, and your MP, get
your trade union/organisation to
take up Sean’s case. The NLISC is
now writing to Joan Maynard ask-
ing her to obtain a copy of the
medical report on Sean, for him to
be examined by an independent
doctor, and to receive a visit from
an MP.

The NLISC petition, calling for
the immediate withdrawal of
British troops from lIreland, now
has over 3,000 signatures. We
hope to reach our halfway target
of 5,000 by the end of July. North
and South London ISC's will be
halding a one-day conference on
‘Building an Irish Solidarity move-
ment in Britain' in the near future.
Readers of FRFI are urged to build
support for it.

The NLISC can provide speak-
ers for your meetings. For further
information write to NLISC BM
Box 4835 London WC1N 3XX.

B NLISC public meeting

On Thursday 17 June the NLISC
held a public meeting—‘Smash
police censorship on Ireland’. An
audience of 50 people heard GLC
Councillor Steve Bundred, who
recently affiliated to NLISC, speak
on the need to raise the issue of
police censorship in the Labour
movement. The NLISC speaker
spelt out why we call for ‘Victory to
the Irish people’ and the immed-
iate withdrawal of troops. The bar-
baric treatment of Republican
POWSs in British prisons was the
theme of the speaker from Sinn
Fein. The final speaker was a rep-
resentative of the May Day 2/Toot-
ing 3 Defence Campaign. It was
pointed out that the harassment
of members of both North and
South London Committees are not
isolated incidents but a growing
trend which will get worse with the
appointment of ex-6 Counties tor-
turer Newman.

One of the issues raised from
the floor was the question of
police harassment of local Irish
people. An lIrish ‘woman asked
Steve Bundred what he would do
in the future if she were arrested.
He replied that he would go to the
police station and stay there until
she was released: an important
pledge, given the high level of
harassment of the local Irish com-
munity.

A collection raised £27 which
will help NLISC carry on the work
of building an lIrish solidarity
movement in this country which
supports the liberation struggle.

B Tyneside Action
Committee on Ireland

The Tyneside Action Committee
on Ireland was formed at the end
of April this year as a result of a
breakaway from the Troops Out
Movement.

On 20 June a successful com-
bined meeting on repression in

Ireland and Iran took place in New-
castle-upon-Tyne. This meeting
was organised by Tyneside Action
Committee on Ireland and Organ-
ization of Iranian Peoples Fedaii
Guerillas (OIPFG). The evening
included a film (repression in Iran),
a speaker from the Glasgow Irish
Freedom Action Committee,
songs and poems.

Tyneside Action Committee on
ireland wish to extend thanks to
Glasgow Irish Freedom Action
Committee and FRFI supporters
for the help they have given to us.

For further information on the
work of the committee, write to AS
King clo Porters Lodge, Newcastle
University, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

B South London Irish
Solidarity

The South London Irish Solidarity
Committee has been concentrat-
ing its work in June on winning
support for the-May Day 2/Tooting
3 and building support for the
demonstration on 17 July, called
by SLISC under the 2 slogans “Vic-
tory to the Irish People! Troops
Out Now!’ So far the demonstra-
tion has the support of the follow-
ing organisations/groups: lIrish
Republican Socialist Party, RCG/
FRFI, RCLB, Southwark and Ber-
mondsey Labour Party, Workers
Party, North London Irish Solidar-
ity Committee, Glasgow Irish
Freedom Action Committee, Dun-
dee Irish Republican Solidarity
Campaign, Tyneside Action Com-
mittee on Ireland, Nottingham
Irish Solidarity Group, South
London TOM. The march
assembles at 1.30pm Tooting
Broadway Tube and will go to
Clapham Common where there
will be a rally.

In addition SLISC now has 1,000
signatures on the petition calling
for the immediate withdrawal of
British troops from Ireland. The
latest signatory is the Chief Rep-
resentative of the South West Afri-
can Peoples Organisation
(SWAPQ) in Britain.

Copies of the petition and other
details of SLISC activities are
available from SLISC BM Box 4835
London WC1N 3XX.

B Dundee Solidarity

FRFI supporters in Dundee held a
successful City Square meeting in
solidarity with the PLO on Satur-

‘day 26 June. Over 50 FRFI were

sold and many leaflets against the
Zionist invasion of Lebanon given
out. Many people stopped to ex-
press their support for the Pal-
estinians and their disgust with
Israel. This event was followed by
an FRFI public meeting on Thurs-
day 1 July where a representative
of the PLO explained their cause
and called for support for the
demonstration on Saturday 3 July
in Glasgow.

The demonstration in Glasgow,
1500 strong, was supported
strongly by the Iranian revolution-
ary organisations. Of all the
British left organisations only
FRFI and the WRP carried their
banners. The GIFAC banner was
also prominent.

Solidarity Committee

The Bradford Irish Solidarity Com-
mittee (BISC) is now off the
ground. For the firsttime sincethe
hunger strike, Irish solidarity work
is being organised and carried out
successfully in Bradford. The peti-
tion, demanding British troops
withdraw from Ireland, already
has almost 300 signatures. The
regular open meetings of the com-
mittee are now attracting up to 11
people. On Saturday 26 June,
BISC held its first street meeting.
For two hours in Bradford city

centre speeches were made in
support of the Irish national libera-
tion struggle. Many passers-by
signed the petition and gave
money to the committee’s funds.
Despite a heavy police presence
and persistent harassment, the
meeting went ahead successfully.
BISC's next major event will be a
public meeting on 22 July, to
which Provisional Sinn Fein have
been Iinvited to speak. More
people are still needed to come to
BISC meetings and help with the
work we are organising. Contact
BISC now! Write to BISC clo
Fourth Idea Bookshop, 14 South-
gate, Bradford 1.

EVENTS

10-16 JULY

HLONDON
Street meeting Saturday 10 July

PLEASE NOTE:
There will be no
issue of Fight
Racism! Fight
Imperialism in
August. The next

issue will appear
on 2 September.

DEADLINE FOR
ISSUE 22:
21 August 1982

HEDINBURGH

Street meeting, Saturday 14 August
11am-4pm Wellington Statue, East
End, Princes Street. Edinburgh FRFI

BDUNDEE

Public meeting The British War in
ireland — Year 13 Thursday August 19
Wellgate Library Conference Room,

1.45pm Wood Green Library, Wood 7-9pm. Dundee Irish Republican -
Green High Road, N22, North London Solidarity Campaign
Irish Solidarity Committee BLEEDS

EBRADFORD

Demonstration Defend Mahmud Khan!
No Deportations!Saturday 10 July
Assemble 1pm Thornbury Roundabout
called by Mahmud Khan Defence
Committee

Public forum Stop Police Censorship!
Defend Democratic Rights Thursday
19 August Details from FRFI sellers or
FRFI clo LAP 59 Cookridge St, Leeds
2. Leeds FRFI

EEDINBURGH

ENORTH LONDON

Public forum, From the Malvinas to
Palestine — Imperialism Goes To War
Tuesday 13 July, Camden Labour Club,
Carol Street (nearest tube: Camden
Town) 7.30pm

ELONDON

Public meeting Defend the Palestinian
People! Defend the PLO! Zionist
Hands Of Lebanon! Speakers: PLO,
FRFI| and others invited, Wednesday
14 July Camden Centre, Bidborough
Street (opp. Kings CrossiSt Pancras)
7.30pm. Admission 30p in advance,
50p on the door. Organised by Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism! Sponsored
by Revolutionary Communist League,
North London Irish Solidarity
Committee, South London Irish
Solidarity Committee, City Branch
Anti-Apartheid Movement.

BLEEDS
Public forum Victory to the Irish

People! Tmogs Out Now! Thursday 15
July 7.30pm Community Centre
Reginald Terrace Leeds 7. Leeds FRFI

17 — 23 JULY

ELONDON

Demonstration Victory to the Irish
People! Troops Out Now! March to
rally at Clapham Common

Saturday 17 July Assemble 1.30pm
Tooting Broadway Tube. South London
Irish Solidarity Committee

EBRADFORD

Public meeting Victory to the Irish
People! Troops Out Now! Plus
Video — Ireland’s Hunger Strike
Thursday 22 July Queen's Hall, Morley
St 7.30pm. Bradford Irish Solidarity
Committee

24 — 30 JULY

ELIVERPOOL

Public forum The Fight For
Democratic Rights Thursday 29 July
Stanley House, Upper Parliament
Street 7.30pm Admission 20p.
Liverpool FRFI

EBRADFORD

Public forum The fightback in the
Erisons Thursday 29 July Central
ibrary 7.30pm. Bradford FRFI

EMANCHESTER

Public forum Communism and
Revululionaré Nationalism Friday 30
July Lass O'Gowrie Pub, Charles St
(next to BBC, Oxford Road)
Manchester, 7.30pm. Manchester FRFI

31 JULY — 6 AUGUST

ESOUTH LONDON

Public forum The State’s Racist
Offensive Tuesday 3 August 7.30pm
Lambeth Town Hall Brixton (nearest
Tube: Brixton) Admission 30p. South
London FRFI

COMING SOON

ENORTH LONDON

Public forum The State’s Racist
Offensive Tuesday 10 August 7.30pm
Camden Labour Club Carol St NW1
(nsgresi Tube Camden). North London
F

BLONDON

SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN'S DAY
Meeting called by ANC. Monday 9
August. 7.30pm. Conway Hall Red Lion
Square

Street meeting Saturday 21 August
The Mound, Princes Street, 12-2pm.
Edinburgh FRFI

HEDINBURGH

Public meeting Scottish Prisons —
Taking the Lid Off Wednesday 25
Aggust Edinburgh Trades Council,
7.30pm. Edinburgh FRFI

EMANCHESTER

Public forum Building the Communist
Movement in Britain Friday 27 August
1982 Lass O'Gowrie Public House
Charles Street (next to BBC Oxford
Road), 7.30pm. Manchester FRFI

EGLASGOW

Public meeting Scottish Prisons —
Taking the Lid Off Wednesday 25
August City Hall, Albion Street,
7.30pm. Glasgow FRFI

SUPPORT COMMITTEES

ENEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

Tyneside Action Committee on Ireland
meets weekly. For further details,
contact AS King clo Porters Lodge,
Newcastle University, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne

ESOUTH LONDON

Irish Solidarity Committee meets
fortnightly on Thursdays: 15 July, 19
July, 12 August, 26 August at 7.30pm
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton. For
further details of SLISC activities
contact SLISC, BM Box 4835, London
WC1IN 3XX.

EBRADFORD

Irish Solidarity Committee. For
information about BISC work contact
BISC c/o Fourth Idea Bookshap, 14
Southgate, Bradford 1.

ENORTH LONDON

Irish Solidarity Committee meets 8, 23
July Camden Labour Club, Carol St,
NW1 (Camden Town tube) and Friday
6, 20 August at Neighbourhood
Community Centre, 2 Malden Road
NWS5 (Chalk Farm Tube) at 7.30pm.

EGLASGOW

Glasgow Irish Freedom Action
Committee meets weekly to organise
work in Glasgow in support of the
struggle for Irish liberation. For details
write to: GIFAC, clo Box 15, First of
May Bookshop, 43 Candlemaker Row,
Edinburgh.

FRF1 SUPPORTER GROUPS

BSOUTH LONDON meets 20 July, 17
August, Jeffrey’s Library, Jeffreys Road,
Stockwell SW4 7.30pm

ENORTH LONDON Tuesday 27 July,
Camden Labour Club, Carol Street, NW1 at
7.30pm.

BEDINBURGH Meets regularly, First of
May Bookshop, 43 Candlemaker Row,
Edinburgh. Details from Box 40, First of
May Bookshop or from FRFI sellers
BDUNDEE meets alternate Sunday
evenings. Details from FRFI sellers.
WMABERDEEN Details of activities from
FRFI c/o Boomtown Books, King Street
Aberdeen

EMANCHESTER Detalils from local FRF
sellers

BLEEDS meets on Tuesdays 20 July. 3
August, 17 August, Leeds Trades Counc
Club, Saville Mount, Leeds 7, at 7.30pm
Further details from Leeds FRFI, clo LAR
Box 10, 59 Cookridge St, Leeds 2

B BRADFORD Details from local FRF
sellers

ELIVERPOOL Details from local FRF
sellers

BBRISTOL Details from local FRF] seliers
EBIRMINGHAM Details from local F5
sellers

BMGLASGOW Details from local 77
sellers




First class paper

Dear FRFI,

| enclose a cheque to renew my
subscription to your paper. |
think it is a first class paper and
| agree with most of the views
expressed in it. | am glad there
is at least one British left wing
paper that tells the truth about
Ireland and supports the
Republican freedom fighters.
Victory to the IRA

Yours faithfully

ML

Yorkshire

Dear comrades
| wish to renew my subscription
to Fight Racism! Fight
Imperialism! | think it is a great
paper and would not do without
it.

| shall also send money to
your fighting fund when | have it
available. Continue with your
great work!
Yours fraternally
AK
Kent

Please note our
address is:
FRFI,
BCM Box 5909,
London WC1N 3XX

SEND US YOUR

LETTERS

We welcome
letters from
readers. Please
keep them as short

as youcan

Principled movement needed on Ireland

Comrades,

Twelve Black youth have
smashed a police frame-up
against the emerging black
defence movement in Britain.
This is a great victory for all
progressive forces here and
against the whole torrent of
repression engulfing Britain
today.

In Yorkshire, again, the council
has voted to ban plastic bullets
which the police wanted to
introduce to murder those that
they were unable to frame. A
senior police officer arrogantly
declares that the talk of killing
innocent people is nonsense.
‘There are no innocent people in
a riot’ he explains. ‘You are guilty
or you are not there.’ It is now
open season on blacks and
unemployed youths who dare to
oppose this state.

The persecution of the
Liverpool 8 Defence Committee
and victims of the police
rampage through Toxteth, the
continuing campaign of arrest
and harassment of those who
seek to speak out on this and the
nature of Britain's war against
the Irish people are parts of a
drive by the Thatcher/Kitson/
Newman Junta to suppress all
opposition to their rule.

The thin veneer of sham
democracy which was possible
in a colonial Britain which super-
exploited millions around the
world in a brutal and hated
empire is now just too expensive.
Irish Republicans who warned of
this for years have been arrested,
gaoled and exiled under the
notorious PTA (Prevention of
Terrorism Act). The arrest of your
comrades on May Day and in
Tooting a fortnight later are part
and parcel of this drive towards a

police state.

| unreservedly applaud the
admirable work of your comrades
and appeal that all socialists,
republicans and anti-imperialists
support your campaign to defeat
these charges. Had such work
been done years ago then | am
sure that the PTA could have
been effectively opposed, plastic
bullets and CS gas would not
have been exported from Belfast
to Brixton and the police would
now face a better informed and
prepared working class than it
actually does.

It is essential that all anti-
imperialists meet this challenge
now, late though it is. It is a
disgrace, therefore, that
Clydeside TOM should enlist the
support of the police in their
disagreement with the Glasgow
Irish Freedom Action Committee.
There is precious little
encouragement needed by the
police to threaten and bully those
speaking out on Ireland. Far from
providing such encouragement
anti-imperialists ought to be
resisting. Whatever their
differences Clydeside TOM are
not justified in this action and
would be better employed
following GIFAC's example by
agreeing to differ on strategy
while supporting each other’s
marches and demonstrations.

| condemn the police attack on
your organisation and the
disgraceful assistance they have
received from Clydeside TOM. |
appeal to all genuine anti-
imperialists to support your
campaign to build a principled
movement in Britain in support of
the Irish liberation struggle.
Gerry MacLochlainn
Irish Republican POW
Maidstone

Letters

Rift after rift

| enjoyed reading your recent
publication and was very
pleased with your coverage of
Ireland (Communist Tradition on
Ireland Part 13 Institutionalised
Torture 1976-1979). It really was
a brilliant piece of writing,
although it horrifies the reader
as you read the catalogue of
horrors incurred by Irish POWs
and civilians at the hands of the
Brits.

| have but one point | wish to
make, regarding Irish solidarity
groups. There is it appears to

Teacher spies

Dear Comrades,

In the last issue of your paper
there was a report about the
racist police frame-up of five
black pupils in South London.

| am sure that readers of Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism! are
already aware that the attack on
black school students comes as
much from within the schools as
from the policemen waiting on
the streets outside. School
teachers are generally not much
good at being independent
thinking human beings with the
courage to stand up for
democratic rights. After all they
do spend most of their time in
school! Those who are not
outright racists themselves often
tolerate racism of the school
system and add to the burden of
the young and black in Britain.
Inviting police into the school to
sweet-talk the pupils is one
practice. A new threat has just
come to light.

The London Borough of
Croydon's education department
has sent a circular asking school
teachers and youth leaders to
‘inform’ police about rumours of
‘racial unrest’. The police have

me a war going on between the
Glasgow Irish Freedom Action
Committee and the local
Clydeside Troops Out
Movement. So much so that
TOM asked and got police
assistance to remove GIFAC
members from a recent
demonstration of theirs. With
friends like these who needs
enemies? Both sides claim to be
on the same side as the
oppressed people of mother
Ireland's illegally occupied 6
counties. This kind of behaviour
can only bring rift after rift and
so help break up all Irish

requested this ‘liaison’ because
rumours of racial unrest, they
say, ‘contribute to tensions and
disorder’. This is in the same part
of London that saw the trial of
the Thornton Heath 15 three
months ago. Then, savage
sentences were passed on
Ronald Pilgrim (8 years) Gary
Huggins (5 years) and 6 others.
This was British justice in
retaliation for the death of Terry
May — a death which occurred
after the black community rose
up in anger against a series of
racist attacks and murders. The
press, the police, the youth
workers and the school teachers
had nothing to say, not even to
each other while the local racists
rampaged around the area
insulting, assaulting and
murdering black people.

As soon as the fight back
began, the whole weight of the
British state is brought out
against the black community.

Let the youth beware of the
teacher spies who are so
concerned with keeping order
that they will be reporting any
independent, free-minded youth
to the police as trouble makers.
DM
South London

solidarity groups and in the end
help nobody.

| appeal for unity and co-
operation between all
sympathetic groups connected
with the Irish liberation struggle.
Yours hopefully
MS
London

Good work

Dear FRFI,
| am writing to compliment you
on your paper of which | have
just read for the first time. It is
uplifting to read a paper which
reports the republican struggle
and the fight for freedom by
oppressed people all over the
world.

| found your Sean Mac
Stiofain column compelling
reading. Keep up the good work.
MD
Manchester

B Stop Press

Another FRFI supporter has been
arrested. At the Roundwood Park
Irish Festival in London on 4 July
two policemen marched up to an
FRFI seller outside the Park and
demanded that he leave the area
saying ‘We don't want you here
causing trouble'. They then gave
him 5 seconds to leave, followed
him along the street abusing him
and then arrested him. At the
police station policemen abused
him saying ‘We will exterminate
scum like you'. He has been char-
ged with obstruction and FRFI will
be mounting a major campaign
about this latest act of political
censorship by the police.

DISCUSSION

Contempt for Marxist
analysis?

Dear Comrades,

| am replying to BS from
Manchester's letter entitled
‘Workers Party is Wrong'.

Yes, it is important this
discussion is taken up by
communists seriously working to
build the revolutionary party. It is
encouraging it can be taken up in
the pages of FRFI, in front of the
working class. This discussion
can only move fowards if it's
conducted honestly.

The Workers Party did not and
never has stated that the
national liberation struggles
against imperialism are not
linked to the class struggle in
Britain. My letter stated very
clearly the opposite. | wrote,
‘these struggles cannot be
separated from the international
class struggle which includes the
British working class’. | also did
not write that the steel workers
and train drivers had won
decisive victories against British
imperialism. | said they won:
‘decisive victories in the
struggles to bring down this
government’.

The Workers Party is not flying
in the face of reality, it has never
denied that millions of jobs are
being lost. What is also reality is
that the steel workers won 18%
not 2%, British Rail have been
forced to back down on
workshop closures, and train
drivers have not accepted longer
hours. The Coal Board can't shut
down productive pits, and
London Transport cannot cut the

services they wish to. All of
which the ruling class have to do
because of the nature of
capitalism which was brilliantly
analysed by Marx. Capitalism
cannot improve living standards
or create new jobs any more. It
has to drive down the working
class to poverty level, put
millions more on the dole, and
get them slaughtered in an
international imperialist war. To
do this they have to completely
demoralize and defeat the
working class. The Tories have
so far backed down from, been
fought to a stalemate, or lost
every major confrontation with
the working class.

The socialist revolution
occurred in Russia, whilst the
working class were being
slaughtered in an imperialist war,
one which was entered into with
enthusiasm at first by the
working class, no doubt FRFI
would have written off the
Russian working class as totally
useless. It was on a Marxist
analysis of ALL the class forces
that Lenin built the bolshevik
party, it is upon this analysis that
the Workers Party is being built,
and it is this analysis which FRFI
doesn't feel is important enough
to mention.

Because of FRFI's contempt
for Marxist analysis and
revolutionary theory, it writes off
the British industrial working
class, and aids the bourgeoisie
who are desperately trying to
divide, confuse and spread
defeatism in the working class.
SRH
Workers Party Member
London

‘I was being carried with my head
near the ground and my legs up in
the air, all the while being hit with
stick and boots. | could see a trail
of blood | was leaving on the
ground. My last memory... was
seeing a shiny boot bounce into
my face and strike me. | lost con-
sciousness. | came to lying on a
stone floor. As my vision cleared |
could see that | was inside a
cage, the likes of which | had
never seen before.
...t was an ordinary cell with a
large cage front which cut the cell
to half its normal size. | was
locked in the cage.
... We were given one book a
week and the food was thrown
under the bars, just like an animal
in a cage.’
Jimmy Boyle.
‘A Sense of Freedom’

The infamous ‘cages’ of
Inverness Prison in Scotland are
still being used to brutalise and
break prisoners who organise
and protest against conditions in
Scotland’s prisons, which have
been described as the worst in
Europe. Four prisoners were sent
to the segregation unit cages in
May after organising a peaceful
protest against conditions in
Peterhead Prison, Aberdeen.
Jimmy Boyle was beaten uncon-
scious after taking part in such a
protest in 1972 and was thrown
into the cages, half-dead, tiedina
strait-jacket and covered in
blood.

The Scottish Council of Civil
Liberties has submitted an
application to the European Com-
mission on Human Rights on
behalf of Michael McCallum,
doing a six year sentence, the

SCOTTISH PRISONS
CLOSE THE CAGES

past two years of which have
been spent mainly in solitary
confinement in the Peterhead
punishment block and in the In-
verness cages.

We know that prisoners in
Scottish gaols are suffering in
these isolated Victorian fortres-
ses. A relative of a prisoner now
in Inverness has accused the reg-
ime of using sensory deprivation
technigues, denying hygiene fac-
ilities and proper ventilation and
exercise. No amount of lies by the
governor of Inverness will stop
the lid being taken off one day
soon. He has described the
accusations as an ‘hallucination’
and the prisoners’' complaints as
‘the product of a fertile revolu-
tionary Marxist mind’ in an
attempt to stem protest.

Many prisoners are denied
their rights — including the right

to get good reading material.
FRFI has been denied to prison-
ers who have had it sent in. We
are trying to make sure that every
prisoner who wants to read FRFI
is able to receive it.

PROTESTS should be sent to the
Governor, Inverness Prison, In-
verness, Scotland.

DONATIONS to help us get FRFI
to all the prisoners inside should
be sent to: Larkin Publications,
BCM Box 5909, London WC1N
3XX.

Any relatives or friends of pris-
oners in Scottish gaols who want
to help ‘take the lid off’ Scottish
Prisons please contact FRFI, Box
40, 43 Candlemaker Row, Edin-
burgh.

Paul Whittaker

Prison Poems
Prison Lines
by Peter Wardlaw
30p
Available from Larkin
Publications BCM Box 5909,
London WC1N 3XX
add 30 p p&p

BECOME A FIGHT
RACISM! FIGHT
IMPERIALISM!
SUPPORTER

If you are willing to help the
work which FRFI is doing,
become an FRF| supporter.

We need more people to sell
FRFI and to involve others in
the fightback. We need more
people writing for FRFI about
their local struggles and
campaigns.

Fill in your name and address
on the form below. and send
£5. You will receive a
supporter card. a year's
subscription to FRFI and
details of all our activities in
your area and nationally.
(Postal orders and cheques
payable to Larkin
Publications)

Send this form to Larkin
Publications
BCM Box 5909 London WC1N 3XX
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HANDS OFF IRELAND

IRELAND
THE WAR

CONTINUES

As the British government pursued its imperialist adventure in the
South Atlantic to its bloody conclusion the IRA during the same
period served a reminder that Irish resistance to British rule con-
tinues as relentlessly as ever. Once again it has been the front-line
forces of the RUC and UDR that have borne the brunt of IRA attacks in

recent weeks.

On 11 June an RUC detective was killed
and two other RUC men injured (one
seriously) by a booby-trap bomb in
Derry. A few days later, on 15 June, a
UDR soldier was shot dead by the IRA
in Strabane —the latest of many success-
ful IRA attacks in the North-West this
year. Three days later the IRA am-
bushed and shot dead an RUC inspector
in Newry. On the following day a cap-
tain in the UDR was critically injured in
a booby-trap bomb explosion in Ar-
magh city.

During the same period the IRA also
continued its commercial bombing
campaign, with successful attacks on
commercial targets in Belfast, Derry,
Newry and South Armagh. The most
spectacular operation of the last few
weeks, however, was a mortar-bomb
attack on Woodburn RUC/British
Army barracks in West Belfast. The
amtack took place on 18 June and
involved over 20 IRA volunteers. Ten
mortar-bombs were fired of which nine
hit the barracks, causing extensive
damage to the buildings and mass panic
among the occupants.

On the following day, as he gloomily
surveved the wrecked barracks, the
Chief Constable of the RUC, Jack
Hermon, expressed the growing demor-
alisation of the ‘security forces’ in
general and the RUC in particular in the

face of such continuing IRA successes.
Gone was the talk of just a few weeks
ago of the IRA ‘reeling’ from the activ-
ities of informers. Instead, Hermon
made a pathetic plea to ‘the community
as a whole — North and South’ to help
the ‘security forces’. ‘Unless this total
community and country comes to its
senses and helps the forces of law and
order, they have a sad future’, he said.
He went on, referring to the IRA:
‘There is nothing democratic about
their methods, or those areas they at-
tract their aid from in terms of weapons,
explosives and training’.

In the face of continuing popular re-
sistance, therefore, British propaganda,
like the propaganda of the US govern-
ment in Central America, is returning
once more to a well-worn theme — that
popular resistance to imperialism is
nothing more than a ‘Russian plot’.
What such claims signify, of course, is
simply the frustration and desperation
of the British state at the continued
strength and resilience of Irish resis-
tance to British rule. The British state
may have re-conquered the Malvinas
but the last few weeks have shown all
too clearly that its war in Ireland is as far
as ever from being won.

Irish Correspondent

SANDINIST/

The Twinbrook estate in Belfast has
come in for particularly vindictive treat-
ment. On 15 June a large force of RUC
men and British soldiers arrived in the
estate and proceeded to ransack the
homes of the McDonnell and O’Connell
families. When Mrs McDonnell protest-
ed to an RUC man he told her: ‘You're
new here, we have to do it to all new res-
idents’ —thereby emphasising that the
real purpose of such raids is not to
search for weapons but to intimidate the
residents.

On 4 November 1971 at 9am the British
army placed the whole of Tullymore
Gardens in Andersonstown under
house arrest —one of their repeated cur-
fews. Mrs Groves, as a protest, got her
daughter to play an Irish rebel song on
the record-player. For this ‘offence’ a
British soldier took aim and fired a
rubber bullet through her open window

‘But I am not a hero,’ T_ardehcii_las pro-
tested to a representative for AP/RNin

BRITISH
TERROR

HOUSES RAIDED

The frustration of the British state at its continuing inability to defeat
the IRA has led to a stepping-up of repression in nationalist areas of
the past few weeks. Punitive raids have been launched on homes in
nationalist areas, especially in Belfast and Derry, with families being
subjected to threats and abuse by the RUC and British Army while
their homes are torn apart under the pretext of ‘searches’.

A week later four more houses in the
estate were raided. One house in partic-
ular, the home of the McCarthy family,
was very severely damaged —Housing
Executive employees later described the
damage as among the worst they had
ever seen in the last twelve years. Using
pickaxes, sledgehammers and iron bars
the raiding party smashed holes in the
walls, tore apart a staircase and ripped
up floorboards. Toys belonging to the
children were also desiroyed and clothes
and other items were strewn across the

BLINDED WOMAN HARASSED

On Tuesday 25 May at 6.30am British soldiers and RUC officers burst
into the Andersonstown Road home of Mrs Emma Groves. They
searched every room and then left. Mrs Emma Groves was raided
because she is part of the campaign against plastic bullets. She
herself is a victim of this vicious anti-civilian weapon.

—a range of about eight yards. Army
regulations state that the bullets should
not be fired at less than twenty metres.
Rubber bullets were not supposed to be
fired directly at a person. However, as
the case of Emma Groves and countless
others proves, these ‘regulations’ are
solely for the consumption of the press
and other gullible elements.

floor. While the ‘search’ was pro-
gressing an RUC man told Mr and Mrs
McCarthy that instead of taking them to
Castlereagh interrogation centre for
seven days they were going to make sure
that they spent that time clearing up
their home.

Just two days before this raid the
Chief Constable of the RUC had
attacked the ‘undemocratic’ methods of
the IRA and appealed to people to help
‘the forces of law and order’. The
McCarthy family —like numerous sim-
ilar families in the past —now know all
too well just how empty such rhetoric is,
having experienced at first hand the
‘democratic’ methods of ‘the forces of
law and order’.

Irish Correspondent

Mrs Emma Groves

Mrs Groves had to have both eyes
removed after being struck directly in
the face. This blinded victim of British
army terror continues to fight. The raid
on 25 May followed her return from a
very successful tour of the USA in which
British army/RUC plastic bullet terror
was exposed. It was that which promp-

ted the British army/RUC revenge on
Mrs Groves’ home. Not content with
blinding Emma Groves, British imperi-
alism continues to hiarass her. However,
the continued struggle of thousands of
nationalists like Mrs Groves shows that
imperialist terror will not succeed in
suppressing the Irish people’s struggle.

James Martin

thus proving in thenr own agomsmg way ;'
that *a revolutionary doesn’t break 2

WE ARE THE SAME PEOPLE

The following are extracts from an exclusive interview
printed in An Phoblacht/Republican News with Nicaraguan
freedom fighter Orlando Jose Tardencillas Martinez.
Tardencillas is a very determined and very courageous
international revolutionary. He went to El Salvador to fight
alongside the FMLN where he was captured and for 15
months tortured by junta soldierq. The El Salvador junta
passed Tardencillas to the CIA and the US State Department.
On 12 March this year, the US State Department organised a
press conference in order to prove alleged Cuban and
Nicaraguan involvement in El Salvador’s revolution.
Tardencillas was to be their main witness.

His speech was rehearsed with US
officials 20 minutes before the press
conference. But when he spoke, he ast-
ounded and dumbfounded his captors.
He spoke of the torture he experienced
and the threats of death. He went on:

‘A US embassy official in El Salvador
told me what | would have to say here,
but they made a mistake with me
 because | won't lie against my people.’

He then told the conference that he had
joined the FMLN on his own, and categor-
ically denied that he was ordered to do so

by the Nicaraguan government or that he -

had ever been to Cuba or Ethiopia for
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training. He concluded his courageous
stand by declaring:

‘Now, since I've just said something
different from what they wanted | know
what to expect. I'm well aware of what's
going on and what awaits me. | know
whose hands I'm in. | am a revolution-
ary and one of the risks involved in

being a revolutionary is death. | am

willing to accept it.’

However, due to the international outcry

and US embarrassment, Tardencillas was
released and returned to a hero’s wel-
come in Nicaragua on 15 March. In his
exclusive interview with An Phoblacht!

‘Republican News he said the following:

Managua, Nicaragua, in the only inter-
view he has granted a foreign journalist
since his return.

‘A Sandinista only becomes a hero
when he sacrifices his life in the
struggle.’

But, it was pointed out, his press con-
ference clearly had demonstrated his
willingness to make that ultimate sacri-
fice.

‘I tried to die fighting,” Tardencillas
conceded, ‘because | was told | had only
two ways to go. Like the North Amer-
ican (CIA man) told me, ‘Death, or
death’ —but a slave’s death, or death
with dignity.

‘At least | revealed the imperialist lic.
1 wanted to try to die with dignity, as a
revolutionary internationalist, with my
head held high.

‘At the same time,’
added, ‘1 wanted to make the imperial-
ists pay a really high price for underesti-
mating the consciousness of a revolu-
tionary. | wanted them to see very
clearly that a revolutionary doesn’t
break, doesn’t sell out, doesn’t giveup.’

Tardencillas told AP/RN he had
been inspired by the heroic huelgas de
hambre (hunger-strikes) of Bobby
Sands and the 9 other republican prison-
ers of war who had died in Long Kesh,
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Tardencillas

doesn’t sell out, doesn’t give up.’

Asked about his feelings of solidar_ity
with the Republican Movement, Tar-
dencilla asked that this personal message
be relayed to the IRA:

‘L don’t just want to show the solidar-
ity that I feel, the intimate affection for
my Irish brothers. I don’t just want to
demonstrate the identification that |
personally sense for the Irish struggle.
But 1 also want to point out that our
liberating roads have objective roots —
that is, the anti-imperialist struggle and
the struggle by both our peoples against
capitalist domination and exploitation.

‘1 want not only to express my sym-
pathy and my complete adherence and
militant solidarity with this cause, but
also to express my willingness and readi-
ness to fight, if necessary, with the Irish
Republican Army.

‘Talso want to say to my Irish brothers
that their struggle is our struggle, their
goal is our goal, that each victory by
these companeros is a victory for us,
and that each of our victories is a victory
for them. ;

“We are the same people, we arein the
same strugele, we are the same revolu-
tionary army, we are of the same cause,

- we are Lhe same in being revolutionar-

ies!’




