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Newman leaves:

the Met goes on

Kenneth Newman'’s fifth annual réport on the Metropolitan Police
reveals that he is leaving behind a police force equipped and trained to

Key to Newman's strategy has been the
creation of links between the police, the
public and various social agencies.
Police consultative groups now exist in
all but two - Hackney and Newham
London boroughs (Report, p3). There
arc nearly 7,000 neighbourhood watch
schemes involying /.25 million people
(p4). Newman is adding business
watch, hospital watch and cab watch
schemes (p4).

Newman has successfully accustom-
ed people to the police 'working with' a
wide variety of groups: ‘statutory and
voluntary agencies such as tcnants'
associations, welfare services, housing
authorities and NACRO., .. '(p5).
These ever growing links not only help
10 associate ‘community leaders' dir-
ectly with the police but also provide
raw intelligence.

The second element of Newman's
strategy has been the cenfratisation,
reorganisation and computerisation of
the Mel. This is now almost ac-
complished with the installation of

deal with any threat to the system the police protect.

Of 35,260 searches under PACE,
only 6,092 (17%) resulted in ar-
rests (p131). No wonder Newman
complains ‘officers had difficulty
in establishing evidence that
would satisfy judicial scrutiny as
to. .. ‘reasonable suspicion’ "’
(p14). 19 road checks involving
4,557 vehicles being stopped
resulted in no arrests at all (p132).

PIIUs (divisional information and in
telligence units) in every area (p8) and
the planning stage for the forcewide
CRIS (Crime Report Information
System) completed. The final installa-
tion of computers was completed in
February this year (ppS-11). Over 300
officers are engaged wholly in area
surveillance work. These include TSG
(Territorial Support Group) officers
marking the integration of the
intelligence-gathering and fast response
aspects of Newman's strategy (pS).

On 24 November 1986 the Special
Operations Room was set up in
Scotland Yard. This is a headquarters
team to control ‘public order events’
{p18). The Met arc now looking for
*suitable sites for locally based area
control rooms’ (p!8). This network
will analyse the raw information,
organise the deployment of ‘“riot'
squads (eg TSGs) and order the use of
plastic bullets, CS gas cte, On top of all
the paramilitary equipment it had
already, the Met has acquired 1,500
tong truncheons in the last year and has
24 armoured Land Rovers on order
(p37),

The target of all this collaboration
and reorganisation is very obvious,
Newman admits the growing hostility
to the police in an extraordinary
passage:

‘.. .the police encounter almost
daily a phenomenon which has been
labelled “'slow rioting™", This 1s
manifested . . . in hoax 999 calls to
entice officers into ambush attacks
by disaffected youths, in the growth
of assaults on police, in forcible in-
tervention by gangs of youths t©
obstruct police arrests and in wilful
damage to police vehicles left unat-
tended . . . " (p24).

The cases cited for particular men
tion are revealing: Operation Condor
when 1,342 cops descended on Brixton
in 15 simultancous raids and made 80
arrests (pp27 and 137); the Wapping
dispute where an average of 300 cops
were deployed daily with up to 2,148
deployed at one time and 1,375 arrests
were made {pp21, 38 and 137); and the
City Group Non-Stop Picket whose
30 demonstrations - eight ending in
‘disorder” {attacked by the police) and
54 arrests - and continuous picketing
‘is a considerable drain on our
resources’ (p39).

To meet these and associated threats,
Newman demands more officers and
more money (pp21/2). Having
reconstructed the Met 1o meet any
potential threat to British imperialist
law and order, he now wants an expan-
sion of the state's forces of violence,

How he intends 10 use new resources
was further revealed in the police
shootings in Plumstead on Thursday 9
July. Two men - Michael Flynn (24)
and Nicholas Payne (29) - were shot
dead by the elite PT17 squad. A third
rohber was wounded and has a bulles
lodged in his spine.

A young black woman in Tower Hamiets experiencing the Met's ‘standards of professionalism’

Five go to jail

The cop who did the killing was
wearing a bulletproof jacket and
crouching behind a bodylength bullet-
proof shield. He fired at a range of less
than ten yards. Every detail of the rob-
bery was known to the police in ad-
vance, In February the same squad kill-
ed Denis Bergin (29) in an operation
identical in every significant detail.

The killings follow the adoption of a
Home Office policy in February for the
creation of elite police gun squads on 24
hour call. Newman responded by con-
verting D11 into PT17, giving it a
much higher profile and a licence to
kill. In less than six months, PT17 has
killed three times. In 7,779 armed rob-
beries involving fircarms in the last five
years [ 1982-1986) no one has been kill-
ed by armed robbers (p153).

Having accustomed the public to the
sight of armed police coldbioodedly
murdering robbers, Newman will bave
much less difficulty in unleashing his
killers against the working class and
oppressed.

Terry O'Halloran

On Thursday 16 July five Metro-
politan Police officers were sent
to prison for their part in the
brutal assault on five schoolboys
in North London, August 1983.

PCs Edward Main, Nicholas Wise
and Michael Gavin were given four
years for assault and conspiring 1o to
pavent the course of justice; PC
Michael Parr got 18 months for con-
spiracy; and Sergeant Colin Edwards
got three years for conspiracy and
misconduct.

It took the Police Complaints Auth-
ority two and a half years to fail to find
the culprits. Then a massive public oul-
cry forced Newman to sucrifice these
thugs in order to forestall any exposure
of the systematic thuggery of the Met.

Within weeks the assailants were dis-
covered.

Twao of the attackers ace still in the
force having been granted immunity.
Five thugs are off the streets but there
are 27,005 left.

Terry O'Halloran

Of 5,093 police complaints com-
pleted, only 141 (3%) were upheld
and 20 (0.4%) led to disciplinary
action (pl08), Newman in un-
characteristically humorous vein,
says ‘“There is much more open’
discussion of ethics and condemna-
tion of those officers who fall below
the highest standards of profes-
sionalism. (p6).

KINNOCK TO
THE RESCUE

Airey Neave MP and Captain Robert Nairac of the SAS are heroes of
the British ruling class. Both men directed covert operation in
Ireland - kidnappings, killings and bombings carried out by British
forces on both sides of the border to try and defeat IRA resistance.
Nothing could be more calculated to sting the Establishment
therefore, than an expose of their murderous activities. Especially
given that the expose came during a traditionally non-contentious

maiden parliamentary speech.
Ken Livingstone's speech was based
on information from two former of
ficers in British intelligence, Captain
Fred Holroyd and Colin Wallace. They
have revealed the organised slaughter
that is Bntish covert opcrations n
Ireiand
B Nairac had close links with Joyalist

death squads. Accompanicd by mem

bers of the UVF he crossed the border
amd shot John Francis Green, a Repub
can Later he showed his collcagues
potarcsd photos of Green's bloodstain-

. T >3 Fun asco ms K ng
w3 ol o ™ he M
Systaw M2 e ree MEN
Ser e Bead were butchered in
L vement with the Kincora

Boys Home scandal and their backing
for the loyalist UWC strike in 1974,
ey hoped would damage (he
ben Labour government

B Neave's involvement with Nairac
and the secret services to discredit both
Labour and Tory governments

B Sccret service involvement in a sec-
wrisn murder campaign designed to
wreck pegotiations between the gov-
ermmment and the IRA in 1975. Eighteen
covilsans were murdered during a truce
lesting twenty six days.

Woended that the truth should be
emerging sbout Neave and Nairac,
Thatcher guickly leapt o their defence
calling them ‘“gallant’, ‘honourable’
which only goes to show just what

Thatcher and co's standards of honour
are) and demanded that Kinnock rep-
udiate Livingstone. And the boy from
the Valleys duly obliged, at least those
who could interpret his verbiage think
he did. He said "It is fair to reflect that
since very grave allegations, probably
unfair allegations against a former MP
who died in teagic circumstances and
an officer of Her Majesty's forces who
was murndered, have been made by
people outside {of the Commons) then
it may be reasonable 1o reflect on the
Government’s decision not to make a
response to that.’

So, despite Livingstone's best ef:
forts, the honour of the ruling class was
saved. But has ‘golden tongue’ Kin
nock poured enough custard over these
murderous events 1o obscure them for
good? We think not

Jim O'Rourke/Maxine Williams

The NUM is to hold a national
ballot on industrial action against
the Coal Board's ‘disciplinary
code’, 13,000 NUM membersat 15
pits in South Yorkshire are on
strike against the suspension of
five miners at Frickley pit. In a
related dispute Ted Scott, branch
secretary at Stillingfleet colliery,
Selby, North Yorkshire, has been
dismissed under the new code.

oal Board
ut to destroy

power of NUM

Early on in the "84 strike we
drew the conclusion that the
government’s offensive in
the coal industry was politi-
cal rather than economic;
that the real purpose was to
break the power and in-
fluence of the NUM.

Although the miners Jost the strike, the
government did not succeed in break-
ing the union, Bit by bit it has rebuilt its
infrastructure, despite the fact that
British coal management hasd relent-
lessly pursued the union and presented
one obstacle after another in its recon-
struction.

Of late, signs are that a new offensive
is being launched aimed at provoking
renewed conflict and sorting the NUM
out once and for all, Three major

thrusts, all bearing the hall-marks of
the government’s Wheeler plan have
been delivered.

One is the non-negotiation of hours
and conditions. The NUM has settled &
pay demand in 1982 and hasn’t got
near the negotiation table since. All
sweetheart deals are worked out with
UDM indulgence and then imposed
unilaterally on the NUM,

Along similar unilaterial lines the
Board have imposed a new disciplinary
code, This ‘code’ takes industrial rela-
tions out of the realm of conciliation
and puts it along with disciplinary ac
tions usually confined to breach of
mine regulations. ‘Raging up” or walk-
ing off the job now become a sackable
offence. Anargument in the street or a
scrapinaclub, nothing to do with the in-
dustry is also now subject to dismissal.

The third plank of the assault is the
‘flexible working' arrangements, six

day coaling and in the case of the Geor-
die coulfields ~ 9% hour shifts. The
Margam project has eight years of
development before we get to the gues-
tion of how many days it'll turn coal,
However it would look like the coal
board are prepared to lop off the North
Eastern field if they don't accept im-
mediate extension of hours. This ques-
tion looks like becoming the first flash-
point of our resistance, although
nobody will be niding into the battle
with unlimited optimism. The union
has not vet recovered from its last
struggle and the fabric of the organisa-
tion is far from strong.

To knock back the new offensive we
will need a far greater degree of
solidarity from the labour movement
than we had last ime. As the miners
steel themselves for renewed hardship,
few have confidence that it will be

forthcoming. Dave Douglass

Camden Council
vs Claimants

Camden Unemployment Action Centre is defying Camden
Council and staying open! To make sure the Council gets the
message claimants are occupying the Centre 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. We’ve already foiled one attempt to throw

us out and we're confident we can resist any others.
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Labour councillors are furious with the
Centre because we organised an occup-
ation of Camden Town Hall which
forced the Council to make cash pay-
ments to claimants during the DHSS
and Dole Office strike. The Council
said the unemployed should starve dur-
ing the week long strike ‘in solidarity’
with the civil servants. The real reason
was that they didn’t want to pay out
claimants in case they couldn’t get the
moncy back from the Government. But
when 300 people stormed the Council
chamber and held it for six hours they
had no choice but to give in ~ everyone
got paid.

But since then the Councal's been out
for revenge. When we occupied Cam-
den Sacial Services 6 weeks later dur-
ing another civil service strike coun-
cillors hit the roof. The Centre’s funds
were immediately suspended and an
‘investigation' was ordered into the
Centre’s activities, We have been at-
tacked for so-called abuses including
demonstrating against the Labour and
SDP pre-clection stunt ‘Hands Across
Britain' and for slamming Labour's
million jobs in two years policy for be-
ing more about bogus training schemes
than real jobs. All this has infuriated the
local Labour establishment but of

course our chief crime in their eyes was
daring to take action against the
Council.

The result of the ‘investigation’ is a
foregone conclusion. It will call for
closure of the Centre. We won't let that
intimidate us. We are fighting to main-
tain an organisation that fights for all
the unemployed - with no restrictions.
We know we can win. More and more
are joining the occupation. We're tell-
ing Camden Council: Hands Off Our
Centre! We will not allow our voice to

be silenced, Mick Gavan
Co-ordinator, Camden
Unemployment Action Centre



POLL TAX

Taxing the poor
to pay therich

‘The poll tax is not radical, it’s reactionary and regressive’ said Ed-
ward Heath, expressing the doubts in sections of the Tory Party about
Thatcher’s proposed replacement of rates in England and Wales with
a poll tax. This step has already been taken in Scotland.

Under the current rate System a
household of four adults in Lewisham
might pay £694; under the poll tax they
would pay over £2,300. This would be
applied without regard to ability to pay.

Thatcher herself stands to save
£1,931 on the rate bill for her Dulwich
retirement home.

Some Tories, with an ¢ye to the
devastation of the Tory Party in
Svotland, are getting worried about los-
ing their seats. They know that the poll
tax was a major factor in Scotland,

The poll tax is not only aimed at shif-
ting the rates burden from the better-off

1o the poor, but alse at reducing even
further the power of local authoritics.
Business taxes would be calculated na-
tionally and paid directly to the govern-
ment. The government would then dis-
tribute money to local authorities,

The poll tax would lead to the disen-
franchisement of the poor: no poll tax,
no vote. The measure is estimated to be
more than (wice as expensive to ad-
minister as the present system. This
confirms that the poll tax has little to do
with economics and much to do with
politics.

Simone Dewhurst

One year on

Just over one year after the
tragic accident at Chernobyl,
two events show the world the
contrasting responses of the
Soviet Union and Britain to
nuclear accidents.

The Soviet Union in its quest for
answers o the evenls at Chernobyl
has put the former plant director, the
chief engineer and four others on trial
for “violutions of technical security’,
The official Soviet inquiry blamed the
disaster on a series of rised and
reckless experiments by staff at the
reactor.

At the same time the British ruling
class in its quest for profits has been
trying to dump powdered milk, cont-
aminated by Chernobyl fall-out, on
Third World countries. The govern-
ment of the Philippines has already sent
a shipment of powdered milk hack to
Britain because it had higher than
acceptable levels of radiation.

While the Soviet Union continues its

investigation into Chernobyl and its ef-
fects on the human population, in Brit-
ain the nuclear industry carries on
ignoring and covering up the dangers to
human life. According to a report from
the ‘National Radiological Protection
Baard' the [act that the incidence of
child leukacmia is three times higher in
arcas next to niclear plants has nothing
w do with radiation discharge from
those plants.

These clusters of child leukacmia
around Sellafield and Dounreay, and
the atomic weapons plants at Alder-
maston and Burghfield, are, according
to these apologists for the nuclear in-
dustry, pure coincidence.

For the Soviet Union, Chernobyl has
brought shout an increased awareness
of the effects of radiation and possible
nuclear explosions on the human pop-
ulation, For imperialism, Chernobyl
has meant nothing but an excuse to at-
tack the Soviet Union while they carry
on making a profit at any price.

Bob Shepherd

Midland bank
faces £450m loss

British banks have been forced to respond to growing pressures to
substantially write down Third World loans. On 16 June NatWest,
Britain’s strongest and most profitable bank started the process when
it announced an increase in its loan loss reserve by £466m to £827m,
equivalent to 30 per cent of its £2775m loans to the Third World and
other countries like South Africa in financial difficulties. This follows
Citicorp’s decision on 19 May to increase its reserves by $3bn. (See

*Politics of Profit’ FRFI 69).

By 7 July, Midland, the weakest of the
major UK clearing banks with the larg-
est exposure in the Third World, an
nounced a massive £916m increase in
its loan loss reserve to £1.19bn just
over 27 per cent of its £4.3bn loans to
30 countries in fnancial trouble, This
will mean a loss of £450m for the year,
Before the end of July, Barclays and
Lloyds will follow suit and give details
of their intended write down of Third
World loans.

The banks will ask the Inland Reven-
ue to allow all the new provisions
against their Third World debts o be
wrilten off against tax. Thus making
sure that British taxpayers make a sign-
ificant contribution to’ keeping down
their overall losses.

In order to finance its dramatic in-
crease in loan loss reserves Midland
has gone to the market to raise further
funds with a £700m rights issue. [t will
also sell its Scottish and Irish subsid-
iaries to the National Australia Bank
for £317m. The Glasgow based Clydes-
dale Bank. the Northern Bank of Ulster
and the Northern Bank (in the 26 Coun-
ties) represent assets of £4.5bn and
carned profits of £47m for Midland last
year,

Since its disastrous move into the
United States in 1980 when it acquired
Crocker National Bank and some $2bn
of rather insecure Third World loans,
primarily in Latin America, Midland
has gone from one cnsis to another, In
1986, after Crocker's disastrous per-
formance, it was sold to Wells Fargo
for §1. 1bn. However Midland retained
all Crocker's Third World loans. It has
now been forced to sell its Scottish and
Irish subsidiaries. As a result Midland
has seen its total assets fall from a peak
of £61.5bn in 1984 to an estimated
£49bn in 1987.

Some £15bn loans are outstanding to
UK clearing banks in the Third World
and other countries (such as South
Africa) which face payment problems
or have been forced to reschedule their
loans, Third World debt is being traded
in the secondary market at an average
discount to their face value of between
35 and 40 per cent. Many countries will
be forced to default on their debt.
Already the loan loss reserves of the
major imperialist banks (25 per cent in
the US, 27 1o 30 per cent in the UK) are
below the discounted rate in the secon
dary market. The crisis is far from
over.

David Reed

A new

kind of movement

Thatcher drives home her election victory

The Tories have put forward a legislative programme which will accelerate
the attack on the living standards, conditions of employment and political
rights of millions of working class people, They will continue the assault on
all potential forums of opposition outside parliament by by-passing local
democracy, in particular Labour controlled local authorities in the inner
cities, and by new legislation to undermine further basic trade union
organisation. Thatcher is determined to consolidate her clectoral base
among the rich, the middle classes and better off sections of the working
class through tax cuts and further privatisation of public assets.

The Local Government Bill 1987 will force local authorities and other
public bodies to put out for tender specified services to private contractors.
This means wage cuts for already low paid workers, poorer employment
conditions and a deterioration in the services provided. Local authorities
will be prohibited from imposing ‘non-commercial’ conditions on
contractors such as equal opportunity clauses, thus worsening job pros-
pects for black people and other oppressed workers. The proposed Poll Tax
will shift the rates burden away from the rich to the poor and take even more
financial power away from the already heavily rate-capped local
authorities.

The proposed ‘major reform of

frontations with the police in Cheetham Hill, Manchester, Chapeltown,
Leeds and Sparrowhall Estate, Liverpool are typical of this development
outside London.

Other sections of the working class will see their battles in a less im-
mediate and longer term way and seek to find a politically organised form to
promote their fightback. The centre pages of this issue show how indivi-
duals and groups whose struggles have been ignored, betrayed or sabotag-
ed by the traditional labour organisations have found a way forward and
begun to make progress and even win some battles. They are having to fight
alongside new forces in a new way, not just because of the reactionary
character of the official labour movement but also because of the backward
character of the traditional British left.

The British left is caught in a time warp, It yearns for the days of the post-
war boom when traditional trade union militancy was effective in pro-
moting the interests of broad sections of the working class. This left recog-
nises only trade union struggle as authentic working class struggle. Its
measure of militancy and success relates only to trade uaion disputes and
strikes., »

The last eight years of Thatcher have however dramatically curtailed the
fighting ability of these traditional forces. This means the economism of the
left inevitably tics them to a move-

housing legislation® will establish a
free market in rented housing, stripp-
ing local authorities of much of their
own housing. This means increased
homelessness and & return of the
Rachmanism of the 1960s. Education
legislation will allow schools to opt
out of local education authority con-
trot and be funded by central govern-
ment. London Boroughs will be al-
lowed to opt out of the Inner London
Education Authority and run their
own services. Charges for some
schoal activities will be legalised as
part of an attempt to create a two tier
education system - onc for those who
can pay and another for those who
can’t.

Legislation will be introduced to
remove benefits from young people
who refuse a place on the Youth
Training Scheme. Trade Unions will
be forced by statute to hold ballots
before calling strikes. Scabbing will
be legalised as individuals can ignore
majority decisions. An immigration
bill will be introduced to deny entry
to spouses and families of immigrants
unless they prove that they will not
make demands on the council for
housing or claim any benefits, The
right to appeal on being refused en-
try, or threatened with deportation as

ment suffering defeat after defeat -
the official Labour and trade union
movement. Civil servants and teach-
ers, for example, have caved in since
the election because, given the limit-
ed political framework of their strug-
gle. they are totally unable to con-
ceive of a way of defeating a Tory
government so entrenched in power.
The Yorkshire miners are meeting
the same problem. While they want to
fight back, they are tied to a trade
union movement and a political party
which will do everything in its power
to force them to back down.

The left’s economism not only
takes them down a path which can on-
ly result in defeat and demoralisation,
but also prevents them even recog-
nising, let alone joining, a movement
capable of inflicting a defeat on ‘That-
cher. The SWP, the CPGB. and Mili-
tant were not fighting racism on 11
July when 4,000 people joined Man-
chester's biggest ever anti-racist
march against deportations, Such a
struggle is beyond their political hori-
zon ~ it is not called by the official
movement. For the same reasons
they were not alongside City AA
when it campaigned against and
eventually defeated the Metropolitan
Police ban on pickets outside the
South African Embassy.

an ‘overstayer’ will be abolished.
BOB GANNON

Labour remains a loyal, respectable opposition

The Labour Party has made it clear that it will redouble its efforts to win
back the allegiance of the very people Thatcher's legislative programme is
designed to accommaodate - semi-detached Britain, the middle classes and
better off sections of the working class.

So Glenys Thornten, chair of the London Labour Party, said:

“The party needs to begin to look again at its appeal, or lack of it, to the
more prosperous, employed, averagely-earning homeowner who pos-
sibly owns shares on a modest scale, perhaps even in a firm that was
formerly in the public sector.”

Peter Hain, once of the left, argues that Labour should be far-bolder in ap-
pealing to the self-interest of skilled workers and *go the whole hog, ' giving
employees a statutory right to shares in their companies and tenants the
chance to control their council estates. Margaret Hodge, Labour leader of
Islington Council, argues that efficient services are necessary and must
‘take precedence over trade union interests or jobs'. Municipal socialism is
dead.

Kinnock intends to destroy any opposition inside the Labour Party, By
introducing ‘one member one vote' for the selection of MPs in the con-
stituencies, but not for policy making in the conference where the reaction-
ary Trade Union block vote is decisive, the left-wing of the Labour Party
will be rendered totally ineffective.

Forging fighters for the battles ahead

The working class is fundamentally and irrevocably split between a
privileged upper layer, politically represented by the Labour Party which
will not fight Thatcher and the growing ranks of the poor and oppressed. No
political party represents the interests of the poor, the low paid, the unem-
ployed and oppressed in this country. Inevitably, this section of the work-
ing class will find ways and means to give expression to its anger and defend
itself against Thatcher’s unremitting offensive.

Black and white youth will take to the streets and confront the police, the
most direct and immediate agents of Thatcher's offensive against them. In
his final annual Metropolitan Police Report, Newman has admitted that the
police encounter a daily phenomenon which he calls ‘slow rioting’, and in-
cludes hoax calls to ambush policemen, damage to police cars and direct
intervention by groups of youth to prevent police arrests. The street con-

The traditional British left has only recently acknowledged the impor-
tance of the struggle in South Africa and then only because of the much
higher profile of the black trade union movement over the last few years. In-
evitably they will miss the vital lessons of that movement.

Itis eleven years since the black school students began the process which
will lead to the revolutionary overthrow of the racist South African regime
The struggle began with students, soon involved the whole community and
now has at its centre the mighty movement of the black working class
organised in fighting trade unions. That movement of the working class is so
powerful because of its links with the community, with the liberation
movements, and its promotion of the people’s political programme ro
destroy the racist apartheid state,

What needs to be learnt from the South African struggle is the vital im-
portance of the organised working class taking up the fight of the commun
ity here: against racism and, in particular, the deportation of black com-
munist Viraj Mendis; against unemployment; against cuts in public serv-
ices and against police repression and violence. Trade unionists will have to
break from the shackles of old style politics and from their traditional arena
of struggle, and fight back with other sections of the working class against
Thatcher’s onslaught. In doing so they will not only win important victories
but also find real allies for their own struggles against job and wage cuts.
against deteriorating conditions and against crippling anti-union laws.

We need a new kind of movement which fights on very different terms
with very different priorities to the old movement. It is in this context we
can see the significance of campaigns that continue to challenge Thatcher
and have won small but important victories since the election - City AA"s
Non Stop Picket and the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign

These campaigns have been built from below among ordinary people
prepared to fight back, among black people, the unemployed and opp
ed. The Labour MPs, councillors and trade unionists who have suppore
these campaigns have done so on a principled basis. The campaigns are
open and democratic, with no bans and proscriptions and no limitations os
the right to sell political literature etc. They have been built in opposition %
the narrow dogmatic tradition of the British left, which would have confis-
ed them to the organised Labour and trade union movement or not beilt
them at all.

The RCG has fought 1o create and develop the broad allisnce of forces
that are involved in both these campaigns. This new tradition of politics
work must be carried over into other struggles. A strong communist mowe
ment in Britain needs to be built 1o do this. Join us now!

-
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SOUTH AFRICA

Workers strike

against apartheid

South African Transport Services (SATS) is the South African govern-
ment’s largest state corporation. It employed 271,342 workers in
1981, having assets totalling R10,186 million (£3,088 million at
commercial exchange rate), And it is against this giant that the newly
formed South African Harbours and Railway Workers Union (SAHRWU)
pitted itself from March to June this year.

Such was the vengeance by the rulers
against the 22,000 workers that when
the settlement was announced, it was
COSATU's Secretary, Mr Jay Naidoo,
who spoke on behalf of its affiliate. This
was because almost the entire leadership,
30 out of the 39 leaders who comprised the
negotiating team, had been detained under
the Emergency laws. This is apart from the
hundreds of SAHRWU members who
have been arrested for holding meetings,
which the rulers regarded as illegal, to dis-
cuss their future, The terms of settlement
included the reinstatement, with full bene-
fits, of all those who the authorities had
‘dismissed’,

This meant that Mr Andrew Nendzama,
from the City Deep depot, would get his
job back. It was his dismissal that brought
about the strike. Outwardly the issue was
trivial in that this car driver had failed to
bring in R40 on time. The real reason was
that Mr Nendzama was an acuve.?organiser
for SAHRWU. The workers rightly saw
the arbitrary dismissal of their colleague as
the beginning of an all out attack on their

union. s

WORKERS ON STRIKE

The workers' strike began around 10
March. By April 15,000 workers were out
from 23 cargo and freight depots. They
were joined later by the 6,000 strong Postal
and Telecommunication Workers Associa-
tion (POTWA). The Municipal Workers
threatened a solidarity strike if the matter
was not settled soon. The General Work-
ers Union gave the SAHRWU workers an
assurance that none of its members would
scab. By the end of the month there were
22,000 out in 80 depots. In other parts of
South Africa where the railway and har-
bour workers did not join, there was evi-
dence of go-slows as gestures of solidarity.
The strike brought to the surface other
grievances of the workers:
M First was ‘naked racialism’. Said Mr
Justice Langa, President of SAHRWU,
who was detained after he made this state-
ment: ‘1soon learnt that racial jibes and in-
sults are part of the vocabulary at my
workplace, but these were directed at one
section of the workers - the black workers.
M Secondly they wanted a living wage and
decent housing conditions,
B Thirdly the migratory labour system.
A strike against SATS was a strike against
the government. It was a strike at one of
the vital arteries, namely the transporta-
tion system. That is why, unlike previous

strikes in other industries, it was a total '

war against the working class. Not only
the legal instruments of coercion, namely
the army and the police, were brought into
play, but also the sccret ones, namely the
vigilantes and trained commandos who
specialise in burglary and bombing. The
South African Broadcasting Corporation,
hitherto silent about workers' organisa-
tions, now came out full blast against
COSATU for harbouring the workers and
supporting the strike.

WHITE PROPAGANDA

The Botha government, having read man-
uals on counter-insurgency, actually tried
to win the hearts and minds of the township
people as well as families of the striking
workers by placing paid adverts in papers
read by the oppressed people. One such
was the Weekly Mail :

‘South African Transport Services:
Judge For Yourself. For six weeks SA
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Transport Services warned strikers that
they would receive no pay for no work.,
SATS was extremely patient during this
time:

During the strike:

® SATS continued to provide transport
to and from places of work where
applicable.

® Worker benefits ie travel conces-
sions were not withdrawn.

@ Medical, housing and pension bene-
fits were not suspended.

® SATS maintained an open door
policy for negotiations and went out of
its way to get workers" representatives
to come to the negotiating table.

® Strikers were not focked out at any
time.'

At the same time it accused SAHRWU's
leaders, whom it labelled as instigators, of
perpetrating the following acts:

B Preventing strikers from returning to
their jobs.

B Preventing them from earning wages to
provide for themselves and their families.

B Making false promises that they would
pay strikers if SATS refused todo so0.

B Canvassing membership through inti-
midation and assault.

M Causing violence to spread to civil
unrest,

M Threatening the lives of thousands of
innocent people.

B Causing damage worth mlllnons of
Rand to SATS property and equipment.

B Causing disruption of train services.

SATS workers replied and pointed to the
crux of the problem, namely the manage-
ment's archaic approach of negotiating
with puppets instead of union leaders who
had the support of the majority of the
workers in the region. Also they said that
SATS used the police and army to harass,
intimidate and finally to try to force many
of the workers back to work at gunpoint.

Some of the points raised by the SATS
bosses were true. Losses ran into millions
of Rand and the strike caused widespread
disruption. Commuters had great difficul-
ty in getting to work. But the people sup-
ported the strikers for they knew it was a
strike against apartheid.

The SATS bosses soon showed their
true colours. When arrests of workers and
detentions of their leaders had failed they
dismissed the entire workforce of 16,000.

*This was not only brutal and draconian but

also illegal because the management had
no such power. But it showed up its cant,
hypocrisy and doubletalk.

WHY DID THE BOSSES CAVE IN?

The question is why did SATS manage-
ment make a 180 degree U-turn of re-
employing those whom it had dismissed a
month earlier. The answer could be pro-
vided by an interview given by Deputy In-
formation Minister Stoffel van der Merwe
and Dr Kobus Neethling to Marietta Kru-
ger and seen on TV on 13 May. The issue
was why was there an increase in “unrest
incidents® in April 1987.

Neethling: “Yes it is a trend that actually
started at the beginning of the year butin
April it became clear that SOWETO
area remains an area of high unrest. But
last month we had the East Rand and
Witwatersrand areas which showed
strong signs of unrest."

Kruger: ‘What type of incidents? I’)o
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ounding conference of CO
they differ from previous months?'
Neethling: *Yes last month differed to a
degree from previous months. You
know stone-throwing remains the most
dominant. 1 think stone-throwing re-
mains about 50% of all types of inci-
dents. But last month arson was very
high, very much higher than any of the
previous months.'
Kruger: ‘Doctor, do you think that the
transport strike was an element?’
van der Merwe: ‘I think that the trans-
port strike was used as an opportunity,
especially when one considers its origi-
nal cause. It was used as an opportunity
to implement the instructions they had
received, to cause more disruption, es-
pecially in communication, transport
and the post office. There were primary
targets. Thestrike was used as an oppor-
tunity.’

The rulers made a rare admission, albeit
grudgingly, thatarmed struggle had entered
into the struggle of the transport workers.
What they called arson was the destruction
of 65 railway coaches during the 90 odd
days of strike. This was professionally
done. Attimes coaches would be seton fire
almost simultaneously at different places
on the railway line from Nigel on East
Rand to Soweto some 40 kilometres away.
This caused disruption and havoc and led
to further losses. So side by side with the
legal struggle there appeared the under-
ground armed struggle.

The top leadership of SAHRWU was
detained, scores of militants were arrested
but coaches still went up in flames. This
made the far-sighted sections of the rulers
very nervous. For what they were witness-
ing was an armed detachment of the work-
ing class, organisationally separate and
distinct, but putting itself at the disposal of
the workers. Unlike Ndugu Langa and his
colleagues, none of the underground had
been arrested,

It is this that sent chills down the spines
of the rulers. Consider the implications. If
the workers have their armed detachments
when they are on strike, then why not the
peasants and township dwellers when they
are being expropriated. And why not the
entire oppressed people? Why should they
not haye their own armed forces.

Already in the townships there are arm-
ed units which are dealing with collaborat-
ors, spies and informers.

Intervention on the side of the workers is
then an extension of the activities of those

who believe that freedom could only be
won through the barrel of the gun.

The SATS bosses have given in only in
order to continue the struggle on a differ-
ent plane with more sophisticated tactics of
divide and rule. Attempts to isolate the
‘extremists” from the workers have begun
with the trial of those workers who estab-
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lished People’s Courts to try scabs and
informers.

For the SAHRWU workers, the lesson
of the strike was clear. It was UNITY that
brought them victory. For the oppressed
the message was clear. It is possible to win
small battles and skirmishes against the
enemy if proper tactics are applied.

South Africa Roundup

MINERS TO GO ON NATIONAL STRIKE!

W On 13 July the South African National
Union of Mineworkers voted, by a stun-
ning 95% in favour, for all out strike ac-
tion in 45 gold mines and collieries. This
historic decision demonstrates the increas-
ed readiness of the black working class to
confront the apartheid state and its imper-
ialist backers. The strike, expected to start
at the beginning of August, follows a deris-

-ory response by the Chamber of Mineown-

ers to a series of political and economic
demands by the union.

B The National Union of Metalworkers
of South Africa (NUMSA), with a total
membership of 130,000, began a national
strike on 14 July. The union is fighting for
a minimum wage of R4 an hour compared
to the R2.61 an hour offered by predomi-
nantly British and American multination-
als in the metal sector, Within one hour of
the strike beginning the racist state declar-
ed it illegal, a last minute decree was
issued in the Official Gazette, NUMSA
advised its members to return to work,
pending a Supreme Court challenge, to
avoid mass detentions of union activists,

B Both unions are affiliated to the Con-
gress of South African Trade Unions
(COSATU). COSATU is holding its an-
nual conference at Witwatersrand Univer-
sity. The main programme for delegates
will be to advance the right for a living
wage and to discuss the adoption of the
Freedom Charter. Jay Naidoo, General
Secretary of COSATU, stated on a recent
visit to London ‘We are prepared to nego-
tiate once the State of Emergency has been
lifted, all forms of apartheid have been dis-
mantled, the ANC is unbanned and Nelson
Mandela released.’

B The Botha regime is desperately seek-
ing ways to break the powerful community
rent boycott. The regime has, so far unsuc-
cessfully, canvassed employers to deduct

rent owed from the wages of employees
wha observe the boycott. Some 80 Soweto
families have been evicted in the last year,
including 10 evictions on 2 July alone. The
‘comrades’ are organised Lo resist the evic-
tions and the furniture is immediately re-
turned to the homes as soon as the apart-
heid police and the “kitskonstabels® have
left.

B The South African-backed commission
of ‘enquiry” into the plane crash that killed
President Samora Machel of Mozambique
has fraudulently declared ‘pilot error’ as
the cause. Britain and America were rep-
resented on the commission, whilst the
Soviet Union and Mozambique refused to
take part in the cover-up. The commission
rejected the evidence of clear activity by
the South African Defence Force in the
area of the plane crash, and the view of
Mozambique that it was the SADF who set
up a false navigational beacon. The apart-
heid army was put on full alert the day
before the murder of Samora Machel.

M Fifty white South Africans, led by the
former leader of the PFP van Zyl Slabbert,
have met an ANC delegation in Dakar, the
capital of Senegal. Thabo Mbeki, the poli-
tical secretary and National Executive
member of the ANC, reaffirmed the orga-
nisation’s commitment to the armed strug-
gle against the apartheid regime.

B In Swaziland, an apartheig death squad
has murdered Mr Cassium Make, member
of the ANC executive, and Mr Paul Dike-
ledi, a prominent member of the ANC.
The men were shot in a taxi after it had
been forced off the road.

B As the struggle against apartheid
reaches new levels of intensity Thatcher
has again 'kissed apartheid’ and vetoed a
proposal to support ‘one person, one vote
in South Africa’ at the EEC foreign minis-
ters summit.

Adam Bowles



SMASH APARTHEID

Embassy cops lose again!

On 2 July the police ban on pickets on the pavement outside the South
African Embassy in London was defeated. In the eight weeks from 6
May, police made 172 arrests of picketers who peacefully protested
on the pavement. During the campaign Chief Inspector Gilbertson of
Cannon Row Police Station made boastful claims that the ban would
not be lifted until a court instructed him to do so. On 2 July the ban
was lifted, not by the courts, but by the demonstrators who exposed
In practice that the ban was an act of political censorship which could

not be tolerated.

PEOPLE VERSUS THATCHER'S
BULLY BOYS

Every Friday night after 6 May demon-
strators from the Non Stop Picket, held in
Duncannon Street across the road from the
Embassy, crossed the road and were
arrested and charged for breach of Com-
missioners Directions and Police Obstruc-
tion. Every week the picket grew in size as
news spread that the police and the Em-
bassy were up to their old tricks.

On the anniversary of the Soweto upris-
ing, 16 June, Paul Boateng MP addressed
the picket and pledged his support for the
campaign, On 2 July four MPs - Tony
Banks, Harry Cohen, Allan Roberts and
Dennis Canavan, mobilised by Peter Tat-
chell, showed their practical support for
the picket and opposition to the ban by
crossing the road with other picketers.
This move threw the police into a total
tizzy.

Embarrassed by the situation and by the
television cameras, Superintendent Little
of Cannon Row argued that the Commiss-
ioners Directions did not apply to MPs and
that he would only arrest members of City
of London Anti-Ap id Group. He was
arguing effectively thatunder the ancient
Metropolitan Police Act (1839) he could
make City Group into a proscribed organ-
isation, Tactical blunder followed tactical
blunder until Little was forced to create a
barriered area on the pavement for the
picketers.

The MPs stayed in the same place out-
side the gates of the Embassy and at their
request were joined by Norma Kitson and
David Reed. At 12 noon the MPs departed
10 the Commons, but Norma and David
stayed in place until they were arrested at
12.30pm. Apparently they were law abid-
ing while the MPs were present, but law
breaking as soon as they had gone.

By now Little could think of no legal ex-
cuse why the picket should not remain on
the pavement outside the Embassy, and
after threatening the picketers with a
‘review’, he and his senior officers
retreated to Cannon Row, In practice the

- demonstrators had broken the ban and ex-
posed the real reason behind it - to rid the
pavement of the Non Stop Picket on behalf
of the Embassy. The picket has continued
on the pavement directly outside the Em-
bassy gates ever since.

NO BOTTLE

By Sunday 5 July, police officers from
Cannon Row were informing picketers
that morale was at *rock bottom’ back at
base. And following the appearance on the
picket of five more MPs - Joan Ruddock,
Dennis Skinner, Bob Clay, Clare Short
and Dawn Primovolo, the Daily Telegraph
/9 July) reported that a Met officer had
spilt the beans: Cannon Row police had
*‘simply bottied out’,

It soon became clear that Cannon Row
was not only lacking in bottle but was pro-
ving to be a great embarrassment to the big
boss, Sir Kenneth Newman himself,
Whilst Newman was orchestrating a care-
fully timed press campaign for more res-
ources to ‘fight crime’, down the road at
Cannon Row, hundreds of police were be-
ing deployed on a weekly basis to arrest
peaceful demonstrators. Three days after
the ban was defeated, responsibility for
policing the picket was handed over to ‘A’
Division police.

The question has also been raised that al|
the arrests were in fact illegal, since police
have no powers of arrest for either charge.
Somewhat hastily, senior officers are
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justifying their actions under Section 25 of
the Police and Criminal Evidence Act.

On 2 July, wher 4 MPs demonstrated out-
side the Embassy, James Aptaker, City AA
Defence Officer was framed for criminal
damage of a police camera, The police
video team were, as usual, pushing and
shoving picketers in order to record only
the bits of evidence which suit the police,
James objected to their behaviour verbally
by pointing out what they were doing in
front of the press and TV cameras. The
cameraman dropped his camera and then
accused James of doing the damage.

IN THE COURTS

Although the campaign to win back the

pavement has succeeded in practice, the

important battle in the courts s(ill goes on.
O A

The first case against David Markovitch
and Tim Perry for breach of Commission-
ers Directions and police obstruction is
still being heard at Bow Street as we go to
press.

The first case under the Public Order
Act (Section 14) from 6 May ended in a
bizarre verdict from Magistrate Barring-
ton Black at Highbury Magistrates court.
After the defence case had already started,
Chief Inspector Gilbertson, the chief pro-
secution witness, was called to the witness
box again in order to refute his earlier
evidence. Over lunch, after he had finish-
ed giving evidence, Gilbertson was in-
formed by the prosecution barrister that
his evidence was directly in contradiction
to the evidence of the arresting officers.

Gilbertson claimed three times under
cross-examination that the defendants,
Carol Brickley, Norma and Steven Kitson
and Councillor Adrian States were
definitely standing in front of him on the
demonstration in Duncannon Street when
he imposed the condition under the Public
Order Act. The arresting officers testified
that the defendants were already outside
South Africa House, with the exception of
Inspector McCrieff from the TSG, whose
evidence was remarkably similar to Gil-
bertson's.

Realising he was out on a limb, and that
the photographic evidence proved him
wrong, Gilbertson re-entered the witness
box with a computer print out of timed
radio communications between police at
the Embassy and headquarters at Cannon
Row. This proved that the defendants had
left the Duncannon Street demonstration
ten minutes before the Public Order Act
was imposed.

The computer print-out, which the
police were anxious that the defence
barrister, Vera Baird, should not see, con-
tained other, more fascinating informa-
tion. Throughout the day the police were
logging movements of various picketers,
especially RCG members, and the print-
out contained communications between
South African Embassy officials and the
Foreign Office, the contents of which were
not revealed in court.

To everyone except the magistrate, Cl
Gilbertson had been revealed as at best
‘unreliable’ at worst a bare-faced liar.
After hearing evidence and seeing photo-
graphs that showed that the picket was not
angry as the police had claimed, the magis-
trate found that the police had grounds for
placing the condition and that the defend-
ants were properly informed, even
though they had already formed a separate
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demonstration outside the Embassy. He
went on to find Carol Brickley and Norma
Kitson guilty, and Adrian States and
Steven Kitson not guilty on grounds which
no-one could possibly understand since
they had all acted in the same way. The
verdict will be appealed.

The case would have considerable con-
sequences for future demonstrations, fac-
tory pickets, or indeed any public
assembly, if anyone could possibly take
the absurd conclusions of the magistrate
seriously.

: the Embassy on 6 May, police

While the Public Order Act case
was being heard and on the final
day of the Oid Bailey trial of Hol-
loway police who beat up school-
boys, Metropolitan Police were
engaging in their own variety of |
public disorder.

On Tuesday 14 July Horace, a
black picketer, was arrested after
being racially abused by a white
South African and was charged
under Section 5 of the Public
Order Act. On Friday 17 July
Tunde Forrest, a black picketer,
was arrested after a similar inci-
dent during which he was assault-
ed by a white South African.
Neither of the racists were charg-
.d.

Simone Dewhurst, anRCG mem-
ber, who was chief steward at the
time of Tunde's arrest was ar-
rested by Diplomatic cops for
merely asking what was going on.
In the police van she was severely
beaten up and threatened: ‘we are
going to strip search you again’,
The police regard Simone as a
particular target because she is
suing police for illegal strip search
and assault during an arrest last
winter. Simone was examined ata
hospital where It was reported
that she was extensively and bad-
ly bruised on the arms, back,
thighs, head and her arm was x-
rayed for a suspected fracture.

Ever since paint was thrown at

have argued this was the fault of
everyone associated with City
Group. By their own argument
they are all guilty of racist harass-
ment and serious assault on
young women. The Holloway gang
of thugs were not the only ‘bad ap-
ples’ — the whole orchard Is rot-
ten.

"Under attack we

fight back...and win

‘The force led by the black working class in South Africa is aliberat-
ing force. It is felt here and City Group is a response to that force. It
Is because of the persistence, and the fight in emulation of the
young black people of South Africa who are dying, the young people
in City Group refuse to give in to police intimidation. City Group is
sharing in this liberating spirit.” David Kitson, former political

prisoner.

‘Under Attack We Fight Back and Win!' is the message from City AA's
rally, demonstration and Annual General Meeting held on the

weekend of 4/5 July.

The rally gave living expression to a
slogan of the RCG ‘Britain Out of Apart-
heid! Apartheid Out of Britain!'. Norma
Kitson chaired a platform uniting many
forces fighting for liberation in South
Africa, in Britain and across the world in-
cluding the PAC, the Revolutionary Com-
munist Group, the Tamil Action Commit-
tee, Sharon Raghip, wife of framed pris-
oner Engin Raghip, the Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign, Peter Tatchell and
many more. ‘

Mr Maharasingam of the Tamil Action
Committee spoke of the inspiration of
Nelson Mandela and the South African
freedom fighters: ‘Nobody dies in that
country - the white South Africans may
think that they are killing them - no, they
are spreading this revolution throughout
the whole world!".

Sri Lanka, Brazil, South Korea . . , the
dictatorships of the rich and powerful are
being pushed back but it is in South Africa
where imperialism, and British imperial-
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ism in particular, will be forced to make a
vigorous and possibly final stand. David
Reed of the RCG pointed to the signific-
ance internationally and for the British
working class of the revolutionary move-
ment in South Africa:

“The South African revolution threatens
to become the new centre of working
class revolution worldwide. Itisled by a
working class that has no ties to imper-
ialism and which, in the words of Marx
in the (Communist) Manifesto, has
nothing to lose but its chains.’

Speaker afier speaker emphasised the
common cause between supporting our
brothers and sisters fighting for freedomin
South Africa and creating a movement in
this country capable of defending the peo-
ple. City AA directly connects giving
solidarity with organising the fightback

here as Convenor Carol Brickley made
clear:

‘We see a situation in South Africa
which is more polarised than ever
before. The future can only be an escal-
ation of the revolutionary war against
apartheid. The white minority have
declared their commitment. Black peo-
ple will fight back. That political situa-
tion is part and parcel of the reason for
our cxistence, because over the coming
period the existence of groups like City
AA will be ever more vital,

‘But if you can't fight, or won’t fight,
for your rights in Britain what hope is
there that you will fight and build solid-
arity with the people in South Africa
who are fighting for their rights.”

City AA defeated the police ban and will
go forward with its Non Stop Picket
because, as Peter Tatchell said, ‘Everyone
I've ever met from South Africa says that
the picket is the biggest external inspirat-
ion for the people in South Africa.’.

The City Group Singers shone. The
rally marched to the rhythms of Batucada
Mandela to the racist Embassy and a vic-
tory celebration on the pavement won back
for the people.

Sunday's AGM got down to evaluating
the experience of the Non Stop Picket and
plans for the future. One member put a
series of motions directed at undermining
the political leadership of the RCG in City
AA. One backward motion proposed that
petitioners on the picket are not allowed to

sell papers ‘other than those directly finan-
cing City Group’, a move to political
censorship of FRFI that goes against the
non-sectarian and democratic principles
on which City AA was founded. An
amendment from the WRP (Workers
Press) merely changed “directly financing'
to ‘produced by’: an acceptance of the cen-
sorship. The motion, and the amendment,
fell through lack of a proposer.

The WRP put a series of motions and
amendments but withdrew several of
them: an amendment changing ‘the heroic
fight back of the black people’ to ‘the
heroic fightback of the South African
working class’; a motion on the Moscow
trials; and a motion criticising City AA's
defiance campaign as ‘individually con-
fronting the police’. This last amendment
was withdrawn doubtless because the
methods of mass mobilisation motivated
by the RCG and other comrades proved
successful in breaking the ban. It is a pity
that the WRP comrades did not openly
argue their position, it is important that
political strategies are argued and fought
out.

The AGM resolved to build national
support for the Non Stop Picket and to
make the picket the Speakers Corner for
all people fighting injustice. We sent a
special message of solidarity to COSATU,
the largest trade union federation in South
Africa, which has come more and more in-
to the frontline of resistance.

City AA’s programme of action will use
our victory in returning to outside the Em-
bassy to focus attention on our brothers
and sisters leading from the front in South
Africa, City AA calls on all its friends and
supporters to pledge time on the picket this
summer and to mobilise now for the
demonstration to free Moses Mayekiso.
The revolutionary movement in South
Africa has set a high standard to live up to
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FIGHTBACK AGAINST

POLICE RACISM

Cheetham Hill

Evening after 9 July ﬁghtf’n

in Cheetham Hill on 9 July what started as just another event in the
continuous cycle of Manchester police harassment of the community
turned into a pitched battle as black and white youth defended their

community.

Just after 10pm Karl Lynch, 19 year old
black man, was stopped outside the Apollo
pub in Heywood Street. An cye-witness
told FRFI that ‘When Karl got out of the
car the *‘community policeman’’, Piekos,
just kept provoking him. Karl tried to back
off but the police wouldn't let go.™”

A large crowd gathered. When the
police grabbed Karl people defended him,
The police began 1o grab at people stan-
ding by. Sharon Wood, 17 was attacked
by the police. Cyril Onwuzuligho told
FRFI what happened. He told the police-
man ‘to stop strangling her. The next thing
1 knew I was grabbed around the neck from
behind and four policemen threw me into
the back of a police van with the girl.'

The youth fought back. One youth told
FRFI ‘cars were turned over and setalight.
SPG vans were driving up Heywood Street
and we started to bombard them with
anything that we could lay our hands on.
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Then they came in with armoured vans,
just like Belfast." A policeman’s arm was
broken in the process,

The youth drove the police out of the
area. Immediately, according to the Man-
chester Evening News., *special contingen-
cy plans - created after the Moss Side riots
of 1981 - were put into motion with police
from other divisions broughtin . . . "

At lam Tony Dyce, 30, was arrested
when eight police officers burst into his
home. Karl Lynch, Sharon Wood, Cyril
Onwuzuligbo, and Tony Dyce were all
held overnight. Karl Lynch is in custody in
Strangeways prison, The others were
released on bail but placed under a 7pm to
7am curfew and have to report four times a
week to the police.

Cyril and Tony spoke to FRFI about the
events of that night. Tony said: *The police
wanted trouble last night, there was a

Chapeltown

For two successive nights youths in Chapeltown, Leeds fought the
police. On 21 and 22 Junepolice were drafted in to the area. On Sun-
day 21 June a barricade was thrown up for a short time across
Chapeltown Road. The police came under a hail of stones and some
petrol bombs. They sealed off Chapeltown with roadblocks. There
were similar scenes the following night. The only sex shop in Leeds
was gutted by fire, a rellef to many local residents who objected toits
presence. It had been used by the police to spy on local people at the

Hayfield pub.

The clashes were sparked-off when Mar-
cus Skellington was violently arrested and
charged with damaging a police car. To
many youths this was the final straw. The
police had been stopping and harassing
people on a much greater scale over the
preceding days. In the early hours of
Wednesday morning the police launched a
series of raids and dragged in nearly 30
youths for questioning. Nearly all have
been charged with possession of petrol
bombs, stealing fuel from vehicles or at-
tempted burglary. Most have been refused
bail and are either in prison or in local
authority care.

FRFI supporters attended a meeting
called by the Community Relations Coun-
cil (CRC) on Tuesday 23 June, They had
opened up their normally closed meetings
to the police. Superintendent Ellis was the
police spokesperson—he had tried to
frame the Bradford 12. Ellis was allowed
1o address the meeting and claimed to be
ignorant about the causes of the clash and
asked the 150 people to tell him.

The meeting divided into two camps:
the police, the CRC and the police’s ‘com-
munity leaders’ on one side and the people
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of Chapeltown on the other. The police:
reterred to the important role the com-
munity leaders had played in calming the
situation. Everyone kept on demanding to
know who the police meant but they refus-
ed to identify them. Cedric Clark, alocal
Labour councillor, came under particular
attack from the youth for siding with
police and trying to answer questions for
the police. The mood was clear - people
had had enough of the police and also of
those who are called community leaders
and side with the police to further their
own careers. As one youth said, ‘we don’t
want no more pressure’.

As Marcus Skellington’s mother said, .

‘Something has got to be done . . . The
voice of the youth has got to be heard. The
youths out there won’t stand for someone
innocent being arrested and beaten up.’
This determination and message needs 1o

be translated into organisation that will’

fight to defend those arrested. Just as the
police attack on Chapeltown has not ended
on the streets so must the defence of the
community be taken further into fighting
in the courts and giving a voice to people’s
demands through political organisation.
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“*stripey’’, two unmarked police cars, a
dog unit and a Sherpa van at the top of
Heywood Street. Down the bottom there
were two more Sherpa vans. And this was
before anything even happened. Every
night the police drive around in their riot
vans, up and down, all the time, they are
just looking for someone to harass, to
cause trouble,’

Cyril added; ‘T have been charged with.

assaulting PC Pickos when | was already
in the back of the van long before Piekos
had ever been hit. What the Manchester
Evening News printed today has shown me
that I'll never buy that paper again. They
have just printed what the police have told
them to print: a pack of lies.”

The following day the police saturated
the area with armoured and riot vans
together with both marked and unmarked
police cars. As the evening wore onalarge
crowd gathered at the Apollo pub. Chief
Superintendent Walter Elder, commander
of the Collyhurst division, came to talk to
them. Finding a less than warm welcome,
he informed the crowd that he ‘couldn’t
give a fuck if you live here or not, I don’t
get paid top wages to stand in the street and
talk to the likes of you. If you were
anywhere else I'd have you nicked. You
should be thankful - I've had councillor
Harris [Labour| on my back demanding
that the Apollo is closed down, now we
don’t want that 1o happen do we?’

Elder claimed that ‘the general public in
the area appreciated the police attention
given to Chectham Hill.' The Manchester
Evening News described the police as
‘Heroes of Mob Hatred'. The ‘general
public in the area’ saw the situation
somewhat differently. Tony Dyce said “To
say that we “‘appreciate the police atten-
tion given to Cheetham Hill"" isa disgrace.
They haven't interviewed anyone around
here. How can anyone appreciate police
driving around 24 hours a day telling you
to fuck off and pulling monkey faces at
you?'

Asked what caused the events, cveryone
was agreed ‘the police. It's all their fault
what happened last night. The police are
always beating people up and harassing
people around here, They just want to
practise their new weapons on us. That’s
why they keep driving around and trying to
provoke us and calling us fucking
niggers.’

The people in Cheetham Hill have no il-
lusions about what they are up against. As
Cyril Onwuzuligbo told us: “The law, the
judges and the police are useless to me.
They are not on my side and they never
will be on my side because there is no such
thing as equal rights in Britain. The rights
are on the side of the rich, of the police.”

Liverpool

On 22 June black and white youth on
the Sparrowhall estate in Liverpool
also fought back against police
harassment. Clashes started after a
police patrol chased youths driving
aPorsche into the estate. People,

on hearing of the chase, came onto
the streets to cheer on the driver of
the Porsche.

Police reinforcements arrived and tried to
disperse the onlookers. They threatened
the crowd with arrest but were met with a
volley of bricks and bottles. Youths
gathered on the streetcorners and con-
tinued to stone the patrols that had
swamped the estate, injuring four officers.
Six youths were arrested and another of-
ficer was hospitalised after brutally attack-
ing on¢ of the arrested.

Speaking to FRFI after the incidents a
number of youths complained of the 80%
unemployment and constant police harass:
ment at Sparrowhall, Whilst we were
speaking to them a police patrol drew up
and stayed until we left. If it hadn’t been
for the fact that the youth had stood up and
fought back the night before, we would
probably have been arrested.

Pat (Liverpool RCG)

with Barbhara and Natalie!

Barbara and Shakeel married 2 years ggo
in Pakistan. Due to illness during pregnan-
cy Barbara had to return to Britain where
she gave birth to their daughter, Natalie.
Natalie has never seen her father who was
refused entry to Britain under the 'Primary
Purpose’ rule. Barbara was not prepared
to accept this. She chose to fight, The
VMDC helped her to set up a campaign, In
May Barbara attended her appeal hearing.
Those inside saw her subjected (o
humiliating cross-examinations, as cvery
intimate detail of her relationship with
Shakeel was dragged through the courts.

On | June Barbara heard that her appeal
had been rejected. The Home Office ad-
judicator decided that Shakeel did not real-
ly love Barbara, that his relationship with
her was superficial, that the primary pur-
pose of his marriage was to gain entry into
this country, not to.be with his wife and
child,

Barbara is determined to continue her
fight until she and Natalie arc united with
Shakeel.

For more information contact Barbara
Ahmed Defence Campaign, South Man-
chester Law Centre, 584 Stockport Road,
Manchester 12. Sarah Ricca

Syed Rahman will stay!

Syed Rahman

Syed Rahman, a Bangladeshi who came (0
Manchester after his wife moved here, had
his passport stamped giving him indefinite
leave to remain under the ' 12 month' rule.
This allows foreign husbands of British
resident women to stay if the marriage
lasts for 12 months after the man arrives in
Britain. Syed's marriage lasted the re-
guired period so the Home Office stamped
his passport. But instead of returning the
passport to him they kept hold of it. On
hearing that his marriage had broken
down - after the 12 month period - they
returned his passport with the words “en-
dorsed in error’. Even by the Home Of-
fice's own racist laws Syed is entitled to
stay here. In its determination to deport
black people the Home Office has again
broken its own rules.

But like Barbara Ahmed, Syed Rahman
is fighting back. With the help of the RCG
and VMDC he has set up a campaign. On
Sunday 14 June the campaign held its
public mecting which was strongly sup-

SMASH BRITAIN’S
PASS LAWS

Unite Shakeel Ahmed

For more information contact: Syed Rah-
man Defence Campaign, Bangladesh
House, 19A Bush Lane, Longsight, Man-
chester (telephone: 061-225 4012)

Sarah Ricca

Defend Alvado Samuels

Alvado Samuels

Alvado Samuels is under threat of im-
mediate deportation. He came on a visit to
Britain in April this year to sce his father
who is ill with cancer. He has not seen his
family in Britain for 24 years, On arriving
at Heathrow Airport he was immediately
arrested, Immigration officials stated they
were not satisfied with his reasons for
coming Lo Britain,

Since then Alvado has been summoned
to Manchester Airport twice not knowing
whether he will be allowed to stay with his
sick father or be bundled onto a plane to
Jamaica. On his second trip to Manchester
Airport on 16 July 40 VMDC and RCG
supporters turned up in solidarity, Home
Office hirelings refused to accept letters
about Alvado's father's health and he
eventually had to go through the bumilia-
tion of stripping to show his scars from a
recent operation.

The Alvado Samuels Defence Cam-
paign will fight for his right to remain with
his father as long has he wishes,

For more information contact: ASDC,
c/oTmmigration Aid Unit, Room |3, Level
7, Manchester Town Hall, Manchester.

Virman Man

Home Office tries to
break up family

Two young brothers face deportation to
Pakistan despite the fact that their family
live in Glasgow. 10 year old Faryad Sher
and 11 year old Alyas Sher lived in
Pakistan with their grandparents until June
last year when their grandfather died and
their grandmother become too infirm o
look after them. They then came 10
Glasgow to be with their parents.

The Home Office claims that the two
boys are not Mrs Bibi's children. Mrs Bibi
has proof that the boys are her own. She
has several documents and has also taken
two blood tests which prove that the boys
are her own. Despite these facts, the Home
Office is still prepared to deport the boys to
Pakistan where there is no one to look after
them. Gerry Martin

ported by the Bangladeshi community.

On Sunday 28 June, over 200 people marched in an angry demonstration to protest
against the deaths of Mohammed Parkit and Nenneh Jelloh as a result of detention in
Marylebone Police Station. FRFI was one of the number of organisations supporting the
march organised by the Bengali Workers Action Group.

 THE

U HINVE ITYHO

NOSSLIYW 1N¥d



o FIGHT RACISM

CAMPAIGN

ROUND-UP

Support from the
Philippines

On 2 July, Viraj was visited in Sanctuary
by internationally known Filipino priest
and revolutionary Father Edicio de la
Torre. Father Edrcio spent 9 years in jail
under the Marcos regime. He visited Viraj
on behalf of the Institute for Popular
Democracy. In Viraj's visitors book he
wrote:
‘I hope that the struggle, although dif-
ficult and long, will result in a victory
for justice. We support you and admire
your stand, not just in Britain, but in
your own country.’

VMDC organises gospel
concert

The VMDC gospel concert held in July
was a great success for many Christians,
Over 200 people arrived at the Church of
the Ascension. Among the speakers was
the Bishop of Hulme. Lem Sissay, a black
poet brought the concert into perspective
with some poetry about the struggle of
black people in South Africa, Other con-
Iributars were Paul Weller and Deacon
John with his stirring African drums. And
of course Viraj Mendis who spoke of the

| oﬂ"" :
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common struggle between communists

and Christians dedicated to justice and
freedom.

Peter Dungey

VMDC Church support committee

VMDC Moss Side Social in

the West Indian Centre

On 25 June, the YMDC went out to the
local community in Moss Side with an
enarmously successful social in the West
Indian Centre. Over 300 people listened to
poctry music and speeches and danced in
solidarity with Viraj. This was part of the
campaign’s work to build up its ties and
connections with the local community.
Many who came to the soctal were next
seen on the demonstration,

Australian TV plans
documentary on Viraj in
Sanctuary

Australian TV 1s planning to produce a
documentary on Viraj. They wanted to
buy the Brass Tacks programme. But it
proved cheaper to make a new programme
themselves. This is capitalism. The
VYMDC nevertheless welcomes the in-
creased publicity this will bring 1o the
struggle internationally. West German
TV are also planning to produce a pro-
gramme on Viraj. They filmed the entire
demonstration on 11 July. The technicians
being anti-racists gave a copy to the
VMDC for our files.

DAVID REED

¢ ... Itis precisely because Viraj is a
black communist and a member of the
RCG that the Thatcher government is so
determined to deport him,

It is not just the fight against racism
which is at stake. It is a fight against an im-
perialist government, an imperialist state
which can be nothing other than racist.
British imperialism has plundered . . . the
oppressed nations of their wealth, leaving
such poverty that black workers were fore-
ed to seek work here to survive, Once here
black workers face continuing and unrel-
enting racist oppression - a double op-
pression both from racism and class ex-
ploitation. It is this double oppression
which inevitably forces black people to
take a leading, vanguard role in the strug-
gle against imperialism, for justice,
freedom and socialism. It is precisely
because Viraj has chosen to fight back,
refused to be a victim, chosen to strike
back and organise others in that fight that
the immigration appeals Chief Ad-
judicator . . . turned  down  his  ap-
peal , . . It terrifies the ruling class that
black people will not only fight back but
also take up the struggle of others, giving
leadership to the struggles of the oppress-
ed, of the poor, the unemployed, and all
those prepared to fight back against That-
cher’s repressive regime . . .

Viraj Mendis personifies this fight -
that is why his struggle has a resonance
throughout all sections of British people.

But there is another reason why Viraj's
fight is so dangerous to the British ruling
class. It is a fight that also refused to bow
down before the election requirements of
Kinnock's Labour Party. Tt refused to be
dictated to by a Labour Party which
regards black people, the poor, the op-
pressed, the unemployed fighting back as a,
political embarrassment, and has attacked
any section of the Labour movement
which has attempted to take their side.
Those Labour MPs and councillors who

relate to Viraj's campaign have done so on
a principled basis or not at all.

Yes, the alliance of forces in the YMDC
has been built in a new way —and Viraj's
organisation —the RCG - has played a
central role in pushing it in this new direc-
tion. Whether Viraj wins next week,
or next year or in five years, something
new is in the process of being created - and
we must never go back.

This new direction has been achieved by
principled, open, democratic and non-
sectarian campaigning. It has been achiev-
ed because we have made s fundamental
break with the narrow dogmatic tradition
of the British left which would have con-
fined the YMDC to the organised Labour
and trade union movement - a moyvement
in retreat, unable to break the stranglehold
of Kinnock and Willis. The new direction
has been achieved because we have
recognised that the fightback has to be
built from below - from the people in
action.

The RCG has fought to create and
develop the alliance of forces that is the
VMDC: the local community, black
organisations, religious organisations and
individuals, political organisations, some
Labour MPs and some Labour coun-
cillors, trade unionists and other pro-
gressive forces.

Viraj's victory will be a victory for us
all, It will be the beginning of that new
movement in Britain which will link
British people with the oppressed people
fighting to destroy imperialism in Sri
Lanka, in South Africa, in South Korea, in
Brazil and in many other parts of the
world,

Our day will surely come.
Viraj Mendis will stay. Deportation no

way. b ] e
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What they said. ..

The 11 July VMDC demonstration
revealed the power of the
VYMDC's stand against the Home
Office’s attempt to deport Viraj
Mendis. We print here extracts
from three of the main speakers
- Viraj Mendis, Father John
Methuen and David Reed (RCG)

VIRAJ MENDIS

¢ When John Selwyn Gummer, the ex-
chairman of the Tory Party asked me if I
will accept the decision of the High Court I
said ‘No, how can I accept the decision
made by the British judicial system when
Britain is the main supporter of the Sri
Lankan regime which will executeme . . .

The reason (the government) gave for
(bringing forward the Judicial Review)
was that the longer the campaign goes on
the more it will ‘undermine community
relations in Manchester”,

What do they mean by this? It is obvious
that the Home Office hasn’t the slightest
interest in the welfare of the black com-
munity in this country. In fact they deport
50 black people every week.

What do they mean by community rela-
tions? What they mean is that the YMDC is
giving a political lead to black people who
are struggling against deportations and
against racism. Notonly that - they realise
that the VMDC has the potential to give a
political lead to all the poor and oppressed
who live in areas like Hulme and Moss
Side. This is what the ruling class call sub-
version, If you organise against oppres-
sion that is for them subversion . . .

The Campaign has reached a stage
where it is not just about one person, but it
has the potential of turning into & national
campaign against all deportations . . .

This march shows what can be done -
it is a historic alliance of forces against
racism - communists, Churches, Tamil
organisations, Irish Republican bands,

women’s organisations, lesbian and gay a

groups, trade unions, political organisa-
tions etc. But the march is only a begin-
ning, the struggle is long and hard. Let us
start by giving the racist Home Office and
the government a well camed defeat.
Thank you for being here. ¥

[ L

David Reed speaking for the RCG. Other
speakers included anti-deportation cam-
paigns - Som Raj, Farida Bibi, Lisa Huen,
Syed Rahman, Marion Gaima, Alvado
Samuels, Barbara Ahmed-as well as
Walter Slicott, Liz Denver (City AA), Linda
(VMDC Lesbian and Gay Group), Les Huck-
field (MEP), Father Henry (Church of
Ascension), Martin Pagell (Physically im-
palred against Segregation), Anne Neale
(Kings Cross Women's Centre) and
others.

From his Sanctuary Viraj speaks to contingents from the Indian Workers .Assoc;arion.

- /

Flaangive
I e

Manchester and Tameside NALGO, Leeds and Stockport Trades Councils, Palestine
Solidarity Campaign, Birmingham Troops Out and hundreds of others.

FATHER JOHN
METHUEN

€ Today Viraj Mendis has been in sanc-
tuary for just over 200 days. The church's
resolve is as strong as it ever was, We of-
fered sanctuary to Viraj in order to save
his life.

The Home Secretary has asked me to
‘accept his decision so that arrangements
can be made for his return to Sri Lanka.’
But if we believe that Viraj is in danger of
losing his liberty, of losing his safety, of
losing his life, then we can never turn
around and say ‘Well we don’t care so
much about your liberty, your safety or
your life anymore. You had better go back
to your death.”

That is an option that, please God, no
Christian, no human being could accept:
certainly not this Christian, this human be-
ing and the members of this church . . |

Support for the sanctuary has grown, |
have been very heartened by the ground-
swell of encouragement, good wishes,
donations and prayers that continues to
flow in from individual Christians and
whole churches up and down the country;
and from as far away as Italy and the
United States . . .

Amnesty International last month rein-
forced their support for Viraj's case by

publishing yet another very disturbing
report on disappearances, detentions and
torture in that divided and unhappy land

The World Council of Churches has
sent me a telegram deploring any attemp!
to send anyone, Sinhalese or Tamil, back
to Sri Lanka while the present civil war
lasts. Letters continue to arrive from Sr
Lankan citizens describing their own hor-
rific experiences and imploring the church
to maintain the sanctuary and to honour its
absolute commitment to Vira)
Mendis . . .

Onthe very day that the Home Secretary
wrote to say that he found no reason
reverse his decision, a Judge in the High
Court granted a Judicial Review of Viraj's
case, At the very least this means there
must be a doubt in reasonable people’s
minds as to whether justice is being done
And doubt as to Viraj's fate were he to be
deported.

The Home Office cannot be allowed 10
put that doubt to the test because if they're
wrong Viraj's blood would indelibly stain
the conscience and laws of this country for
ever. Viraj's blood would give the lie to
our much vaunted British traditions of
justice, compassion and common sense
Viraj’s blood must never be used to score
political points; to solve cmbarrassing
dilemmas; or further to divide our already
divided society,

Viraj Mendis must stay!?
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VIRAJ MENDIS, Rca member,
black communist, now stands as a
national symbol of black people's fight
against the racist immigration controls.
The Viraj Mendis Defence Campalgn is
Iinspiring people throughout Britain and
creating an unprecedented alliance of
communists, anti-racists and religious

people.

On the eve of the |1 July VMDC demon-
stration Viraj spoke to FRFI about the
remarkable growth of the campaign and

the RCG’s role in it. 3 .
‘Inasense, what is happening to me is an

extreme expression of what is-happening
to the people here. T am disposable. They
are even willing to deport me to my
execution, so little regard do they have for
peoples’ lives. But the campaign has
shown, both in the community and nation-
ally, that itis not so easily disposed of after
all. It has allowed all those opposed to
racism and the system to take an active
stand. It has scored victories against
Maggic Thatcher's government - despite
their efforts they have failed to deport me.
So it is not surprising that the campaign is
gaining wider and wider support.

Viraj sees the role of the Revolutionary
Communist Group as vitally important: *If
not for the work of the RCG, there’s no
way you could imagine the campaign
would have reached this stage. At every
turn the RCG has not only played a leading
political role, but also helped sustain the
day to day organisational work which is
the bread and butter of any campaign,

‘The RCG’s political lead has been
essential to the growth of the campaign.
We have the support of black and white
working class people, trade unions, peace
groups, womens' organisations; we have
support from Winston Silcott and Repub-
lican prisoners. we have support from the.
Labour Party NEC, the Liberal Party lead-
ership, Amnesty Internatiopal and a wide
range of Church organisations. Inmy view
itis only with the RCG's involvement that
this has happened. It is only a communist
organisation that ¢an avoid ultra-leftism

SHARON RAGHIP, working class
woman, drawn into political struggle by
the state's attack on her husband,
Engin. Battling to free her husband and
the other framed Broadwater Farm
prisoners, Sharon's experience Is
Invaluable for others who will have to
follow her path.

Engin Raghip was arrested on 24 October
1985 afier police had gone to his family’s
home looking for stolen goods. He had no
idea why he was arrested, neither did his
family. He was questioned for three days
without access to a solicitor. He was 19
years old at the time.

Sharon Raghip lived through the
nightmare of Engin’s arrest, remand and
framing. Initially he was charged with
affray and released on bail. ‘I was
pregnant at the time and because of all the
worry I lost it. Two weeks after I lost the
baby they came up and said the prosecutor
wanted to see Engin down the station.’ It
was 7 o’clock in the moming and Sharon
asked when he would be released. * **Oh,
he’ll be home by 8 o'clock." 8 o'clock he
wasn't home. T got the baby up and went
down the station. They said Engin was
charged with murder. I just said *‘that
can'tbe right™’. The policeman said *‘he’s
appearing in court at quarter to ten vou
don’thave to be there. '’ Iturned round and
said to the copper, ““well, I'll be there -
don’t you worry about that™"."

Their son Dogan will be four yearsold in
November. ‘Sometimes during the night
he wakes up and cries for his Dad and he
turns round and says to me, ‘‘Mum,
what's prison?"’ . . . i's hard . , , him and
Engin, I've never seen a relationship like
it, not with a son and a father . . . I was
outvoted, I couldn’t get between them.
Dogan misses him a lot

Why had she decided to start the
free the framed Broadwater Farm prison
3 ¢ I'm not prepared to sit here

od Jet Eagmn do 15, 20 vears for some-

‘it's got the
seeds init, the
beginnings of a
real movement
...the only way
it can come
about and be
built is with the
lead of 2
communist
organisation’

and build a non-sectarian movement which
is democratic and, at the same time, take a
principled stand against racist immigra-
tion controls, Only a strong communist
organisation can steer such campaigns
forward.

“The VMDC is also proving that it is
capable of being the basis for a national
anti-deportation movement, it’s got the
seeds in it, the beginnings of a real
movement. Such a movement will be an
integral part of a revolutionary working
class movement. The only way it can come
about and be built is with the lead of a
communist organisation. This is why 1
have never stopped putting & lot of my
effort to build the RCG. It is the only
communist organisation in this country
which is able tolead a serious anti-deporta-
tion movement.'

The interviews were conducted by
Eddie Abrahams, Auriel Fermo,
Nick Lewis, Terry O'Halloran and
David Reed

‘they ain’t heard nothing yet from me’

Send support and solidarity to the
framed Broadwater Farm prisoners:

Winston Silcott, (B74053),

HMP Wormwood Scrubs, PO Box
757, Du Cane Road, London,

W12 OAE (serving a minimum of 30
years)

Engin Raghip, (B78270),

HMP Wormwood Scrubs, PO Box
757, Du Cane Road, London,

W12 OAE (serving a minimum of 20
years)

Mark Braithwaite, (B78965),

HMP Chelmsford, Springfield Road,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6LQ (serving
a minimum of 20 years)

the Sun and papers like that, and anything I
read in them I believed, or anything I saw
on the TV I believed. So [ think the whole
idea of getting these three people was well
planned before the trial even started.
Because of the media and because of the
coverage the whole case got, it was
obvious the public was going to accept it.’

Sharon explained why she hadn’t started
the campaign as soon as Engin bad been
arrested. ‘Because | didn't believe that
they'ddo it. I didn’t believe that they could
put pcople down on no cvidence for as long
as they have. If I had known just exactly
what the police were like and what they
were capable of doing, I most probably
would have campaigned from day one
Whereas [ just sat here and fretted every-
day and just said, they can't do it, in the
end he’s going to get out.”

The framed
prisoners has collected 7,500 signatures,
I'hey are aiming for 30,000 by early next
year when they have been told the appeal
might be heard. She told us how they are
‘First of all by

as many signatures o

campaign to free the

going about the work

peli:omng, getling

say that the public don’t think that the case
was right. After that, if the appeal fails it
won't stop, it will continue, whatever we
come up with.' We asked Sharon how the
campaign was collecting  signatures.
‘Attending big meetings and demonstrat-
ions, attending little meetings. Meetings
for other framed prisoners; meetings for
people who are being deported; strip
search meetings: miners meetings; ordin-
ary Labour meetings, election meetings.
Then there’s just actually walking down
the street and stopping people and telling
them what it's about,’

We asked how they were going to go
about letting the public know what happen-
ed. ‘Well, first of all by leaflets which
we've started printing already. We've had
one that we made up. And then we hope to
follow that up with another one about facts
that actually happened in the court case.
Then they've got the Burnham report that
is going to be launched which tells a lot
about the court case and we're hoping to
distribute that everywhere [former US
trial judge Margaret Bumham observed
the trial]. Other ways, public meetings;
going out on the streets stopping people.
Even if you only tell ten people in one day
it's still ten people more know what's
going on than before,’

Sharon and the relatives are working
with the Broadwater Farm Defence
Campaign. She has argued at the meetings
for more work on the streets to get
ct people know what's

‘To me a defence campaign

signatures and
going on
means you go out of your way to defend
these lads’, she said. ‘It doesn’t matter
who it is, you go out of your way. to defend
them. It's no good one person going to a
meeting and it's no good even five people
going (o @ big demonstration, because if
you think about it, it takes two minutes to
explain what the petition is all about
- some people don't understand what has
been going on al Broadwater Farm and you
have to explain it. So two or three minutes

for each person, the time adds up and you
don’t get as many as you would if they just
signed straight away. So you need more,
you need groups of people to go to the big
demonstrations.’

We asked Sharon if she had approached
her MP Bernie Grant who has just been
elected to Parliament. 'I've written him a
letter. | did approach him during an
election meeting and he said that he was in
full support and wants a public enquiry
into everything including the trials and that
hé&'d sign the petition after the election. I
wrote him a letter inviting him to a family
meeting to take part in discussions with the
family. But I haven’t had a reply and that
was two weeks ago. The matter has to be
raised in Parliament and I'm sure there's a
lot of MPs that know what's going on.
Diane Abbott said she was in total support
of our case, yet she wouldn't sign the
petition, Engin’s barrister, he was Shadow
Attorney General of the Labour Party,
John Morris, and we haven’t heard a
squeak from him about it, It just shows that
people up there are not prepared to put
their careers at risk. So that's what I'm
going to see Bernie about. I want to see if
he's different.’ Bernie Grant has yet to
publicly back the campaign.

Sharon told us she was concerned that
the youth at Broadwater Farm get involved
in the campaign to free the framed prison-
ers. 'The police came in and attacked their
cstate, They should be involved in this
campaign and in the defence campaign,
Yesterday when I went to see Martha
[Osamor] T mentioned to her about the
young people on the farm. She said the best
thing to do is write them all letters and give
them petitions and ask tncin to get their
friends to sign it. So maybe that's one way
of doing it. It's a good thing to set up a
Civil Rights Movement but the real issue is
the Broadwater Farm It can’t
wander away from the main issue. That's
not going to happen.

Sharon was sure that the campaign

vouths

would grow. * . . . more and more thi
are happening in this country to peop
more and more injustices are taking pla
all the time, every single day. Like
Saturday before last, a young boy
killed in Dalston police station and then
girlfriend who was five months preg
killed herself. That is injustice. Th
never killed just one person, they kill
three: her, him and the baby, So
happening all the time and I think now
a lot of people are starting to reali
People have turned round and said to
**I think they should all be hanged™". ¥
feel like doing them in. But what's t
worth? They 're not worth wasting ener,
on, these people. You just walk away a
they're more demoralised than you a
Sometimes it does get you a bit down whi
you get people talking like that. I've had
couple of rows at meetings with peo
over it, but in the end I've always seem
to bring them round and they've sign
and said, send us some more informatia
Soif that's what it takes . . . °

Has she changed in the last two yea
'Put it this way. people call me a hard bi
now. Before I was such a happy perso
always mucking about. Now, well I aij
happy now, it's as simple as that. They p
Engin down for life they might as w
have shut me in there with him and his §
‘I've just read Norma Kitson's bo
| Where Sixpence Lives] and that was ve
very good to read. It just makes me red
ise how lucky | am. because what t
woman’s been through. | wouldn't ha
been standing ...l would have be
standing T suppose, but she’s so bra
she’s really brave. I would have gone ma
especially him [David Kitson] being
another country and me being over here

‘But I would fight back. If all the timd
just sat here and thought *oh no, how
going to get him out’ I'd end up going t
altogether and that would be no good
him, no good to my son and no good to
family. So I'd rather just carry on and
and do everything I can to make sure
they don’t get away with it. It's a bloo
hard fight but I've only just stared, 1
ain't heard nothing yet from me, wait u
I really get going.’




‘that’s the way
you isolate the
leadership and

win people to
_your position’

PETER TATCHELL, Labour teft-
winger, played an iImportant part in the
defeat of the police ban on the Non-Stop
Plcket. His frank account of the
Bermondsey byelection and his view of
the role of left MPs In the struggles to
come makes an Important contribution
to the discussion.

ES

The Bermondsey byelection
1983

‘During the byelection I was virtually
bound and gagged by the principle of party
accountability. On the issue of lesbian and
gay rights the official policy was a one line
statement saying that Labour supports

rging fighters for
the battles ahead

On these pages we publish interviews with people who are
involved, each in their own way, in resisting the growing attack on
the working class and oppressed. Each represents a different
element of the movement which must be built and a different
experience of political struggle

greater equality for lesbians and gays. 1
used that as a pretext for a whole range of
radical legislative reforms covering the
age of sexual consent, child custody for
lesbian mothers, anti-discrimination laws
and so on,

‘In some situations where I was being
baited by obviously hostile press such as
the Mail, Sun and Express, at the request of
the local party 1 did refrain from going into
such explicit detail and just reiterated my
broad support for the principle of homo-
sexual equality.

‘I was in a situation where I couldn’t
speak out as freely as | wished. And, part-
icularly on the issue of my own homo-
sexuality, that was quite a tortured and
painful experience because on the one
hand I was authorised to give full support
for lesbian and gay rights but not to dis-
close my own sexuality to the media,

“The other big problem was that [ was
left totally isolated. In mid-1982 1
approached a lot of prominent people on
the left and said that there was a good
argument for me coming out as gay and

turning the tables on the media by saying
‘so what?' Not a single person supported
that idea. Ever since the election there’s
been a non-stop stream of people saying
that I should have come out. Butat the time
they didn't say that.

‘At the time no one in the Labour Party,
apart from Michael Foot a couple of days
before the election, attacked the ‘queer-
bashing’ campaign against me. None of
the leading lights of the left publicly stuck
up for me or opposed the ‘gay-baiting’
campaign. Although privately they were
repelled and revolted by it,

‘In the whole period I fell incredibly
alone and isolated. I'd been bashed by
Fleet Street because I was a gay left-
winger; I was battered by the lesbian and
gay movement for not coming out; [ was
regarded as something of an embarrass-
ment by the rightand soft left in the Labour
Party; and | was largely disowned by
Militant in my own constituency. '

Peter Tatchell felt that the Bermondsey
experience had produced positive results
in raising leshian and gay issues in the

Labour Party but also saw the recent attack
on lesbians and gays as part of the right
ward move of the Labour Party.

'Yesterday at the Greater London
Labour conference we held a picket in
support of the Positive Images campaigns
by Ealing and Haringey councils. A large
number of delegates refused to take leaf-
lets or blurted out accusations like '*No
thanks that’s what lost us the elect-
ion ...

The Labour left and the way
forward

‘It's guite significant to me that despite the
third term of Thatcherism, despite in-
creased powers to the police, we have
recently pverturned the police ban on
demonstrations outside the South African
embassy. That's a victory for free speech
and civil liberties. [ believe there's a whole
range of issues like that where we can
organise people and mobilise people to

defeat Thatcherism and its agents.

‘I don't see that there's a granite wall
between parliamentary and extra-parliam-
entary activity, To me the two are inter-
dependent. Unless left MPs represent and
articulate the feelings of a genuine move-
ment of people outside of Parliament then
they have very little power or authority,
And itis only whenthey are an organic part
of a much broader social movement,
which in a sense they only act as spokes-
persons for, that their role can become
pivotal and of real value in the struggle.

‘Many people on the left in the Labour
Party are consumed with the battle to win
votes on committees and to win places on
committees. As far as the Labour Party is
concerned 1 don’t see the choice as
between accepting the leadership or leay-
ing. I think the way forward is to remain
inside the Labour Party, by all means
critical of the leadership, but essentially
putting one’s energies into fighting and
winning the struggles of the movement.
Fhat's the way you isolate the leadership
and win people to your position.”

‘that means that the British working class has a future’

NORMA KITSON, south african
and life-long fighter against the
apartheid regime, founder member of
City Group, combines her experience of
the national liberation struggle in South
Africa with her experience of the
political struggle in Britain.

CAROL BRICKLEY, rcG and FrFI
Editorial Board member, Convenor and
founder member of City Group,
discusses the way forward and the
lessons of City Group with Norma Kitson.
She played a leading part in City Group’s

How City G
ban

Norma *We had all the key ingredients that
make a campaign successful: a large
number of committed people; a tight org-
anisation; an achievable objective; and a
very well thought-out campaign.’

Carol *It wasn't a few people challenging
the ban but a growing number of people.
And that was very clear to the police and to
the government. The final straw came
when MPs came down to the picket, The
police were in a cleft stick because we
were certain 1o get publicity. That would,
in turn, make the campaign grow even
stronger, They couldn't cope with it.”
Norma *We're laying the basis for much
tougher fights that will come. By educat-
ing people, both on the South African
situation and the extent of British collab-
oration, we're [orging fighters for the
battles ahead.'

After the election

Norma "“What did the Labour Party bave 1o
offer? What did it have to offer the
oppressed? What did it have to offer a
fairly rich and improving working class? 1

BOB GANNON

don’t see it in relation to Thatcher or not
Thatcher. [ see it in relation to imperialist
Britain.'

Carol ‘1 see it in relation to Thatcher. The
last eight years has been a process of
revealing the sphit in the working class,
The have-nots are a growing force. At the
same time Thatcher is a ruthless and clever
representative  of  imperialism.  She's
managed to destroy a whole layer of
leadership of the working class who've
controlled struggles during the post-war
boom.

‘Obviously the clearest expression of
that is the trade union movement, The
turning point came with the miners” strike.
l'hat spelt the any kind of

end of

progressive role untd that leadership is

expetled, thrown out, destroyed . . .’
Norma *You say that Thatcher has been the
cause of that, but you can’t let the Labour

Party off the hook. Kinnock's helped . . |, °
Carol 'But Kinnock's part and parcel of
the process . . .°

Norma "'The way 1 see it is that in the face
of Thatcher you have a diminishing
Labour Party: diminishing in terms of
socialist policy; of permitting left views
inside it. You could ascribe all that to
Thatcher but I also see Labour’s move to
the right . . .’

Carol 'But that’s not enough ol an answer.
There’s no doubt in my mind that the new
realism in the trade union movement
preceded what happened to. the Labour
Party.

"The new realism is composed of differ-
ent elements: certain industries in decline;
Hammond’s electricians’ union and their
role in the new industries; the buying off of
a section of the working class. All these
factors affect the political voice of that

section of the working class. That's what
the Labour Party is.”
Norma *Thatcher is a shorthand way of
saying imperialist ruling class in Britain, [
don’t want there to be any misunderstand-
ing that the Labour Party was once some
progressive force, From my perspective it
has never been in relation to South Africa.
If you look at who is hitting out at the
leaders of the working class, like Arthur
Scargill, it's the ruling clique in the
Labour Party,’
Carol 'Overall you're right. But if you
don’t recognise the qualitative change
over the last eight years then you're
missing quite a vital dynamic in what's
happening. Of course the Labour Party,
has always played a pro-imperialist role.
But over the last eight years even the
dearly-held principles of the trade union
movement - like not crossing a picket
line - have all gone out of the window,
That represents a real qualitative change in
the leadership of the working class move
ment in this country. Obyiously it's still
part and parcel of their fundamental role
throughout the imperialist epoch but you
have to recognise that something quite
structural has happened.
‘What's important is that we fought our
battle with that section of the labour
movement within the Anti-Apartheid
Movement in 1985. The battle continues
but not as a debating point - it continues
out on the streets. We fought that battle and
came through it as an independent force
retaining a voice. We weren't defeated.
‘What City Group is standing for — and
it’s very small compared to what's requir-
ed - 18 a new tradition, a new layer of
leadership, a new level of participation in
struggle. All we’re doing is pointing to the
way a future movement will grow.’
Norma “The philosophy of the AAM is
‘liberal’ in the South African sense. Liber-
als have a very defined view of how they

FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISMI A st

see South Africa. It's all parliamentary,
qualified vote and so on which I think the
AAM would be quite happy to incorpor-
ate. But although they can survive in Brit-
ain today, they can't survive in Britain
tomorrow, That movement is in decline.'
Carol “The AAM's strategy is only a
reflection of the new realism in the trade
union movement., The solution, in the
AAM’sterms, isto put enough pressure on
the apartheid regime for it to relinquish its
power, As a communist [ think that that is
no strategy at all. It will be defeated and
end ina compromise where the ruling class
wins out.

‘There is a second aspect to what we're
doing - the issue of democratic rights. On
every level these rights have been eroded.
The trade union movement and Labour
Party have sat by, The struggle against the
Public Order Act, for instance, has been
waged by people regarded by the left as
junk, powerless.'

What about the future?
Norma '1 feel totally optimistic. There are
always some people on the sidelines sneer-
ing at the struggle. Even in South Africa
there were people who sneered when the
Freedom Charter was adopted. There's
nobody in City Group now who does not
know that if you Ffight well-organised
campaigns you can win them.'
Carol ‘1 feel more optimistic than | have
for a long time. I think a layer of obstacles
in our way are being removed in practice
The leadership of the Labour Party and the
trade union movement are placing them-
selves at a greater and greater distance
from the majority of working class people
a large number of whom are unemployed
and unrepresented. They are going to find
a leadership, It will be outside Parliament
outside the structures which the labour
aristacracy has built for itself. That means
that the British working class has a future
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Colonel North: lying like a trooper

The last stand of
Col. Ollie North

*I came here to tell you the tmth the good, the bad and the ugly’. American
people must understand ‘that ours is a nation at risk in a dangerous world'.
But with people like Ollie North around don’t worry, ‘I'll be glad to meet Abu

Nidal on equal terms

ere In the world, OK'. ‘We didn’t lose the war in

Wietnam. It was lost right here in this city.’ So it was, with the FBI closing in
that Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North took his stand and kept on shredding to

the last.

Like an audience at a cult movie the public
cheered at every favourite line, Tourists
gueued for seats at the Congressional hear-
' img, pundits argued over the characters
- and the films: now it’s Clint Eastwood,
then it's Gary Cooper. Most agreed the
- performance owed as much to Jimmy
- Stewart as to John Wayne. Either way, the
lonesome pioneer and his gallant band of
patriots were fighting on the new frontier
— Nicaragua.

Somewhere on the cutting-room floor
are the shots you are never meant to sce.
There is retired US General Secord who
was previously a go-between as a heroin
courier in Laos; then there is another for-
mer general, Singlaub, who headed an
outfit of ex-Nazis and psychopathic tortur-
ers; and Eugene Hasenfus and the cocaine
runs; former British Tory councillor and

friend of Thatcher Major David Walker;
and their bank accounts. These and many
more such stars barely made the final pic-
ture, but they were central players in the
original script.

There is one reason above all others for
their omission: no section of the US ruling
class opposes the policy of global subver-
sion and counter-revolution that Oliver
North stands for, and the anti-imperialist
movement in the USA, as in Britain, is still
too weak to pose a real challenge to that
policy. Thus, an international gangster of
the highest order who had a hand in the in-
vasion of Grenada, the bombardment of
Lebanese villages, the bombing of Libya
and murders all the way from the Gulf to
Central America becomes what his Presi-
dent called him, ‘ahero’.

Trevor Rayne

Brazilian poor riot
against fare increases

On 29 June Rio de Janeiro demonstrators fought running battles against a
50% rise in bus fares. They set fire to 30 buses and smashed windows of 200
more. The riot police moved in with tear gas and batons, as have been used to
break recent strikes at ports, oll refineries and banks.

For millions of workers existing on the
minimum wage equivalent to £30 a month
the fare increase represented 10% of their
tzke home pay. The ferocity of the peo-
ole's reaction forced the government to
nack down on the fare increase.

This latest action followed the biggest
demonstration in Brazil for 8 years when
crowds gathered in protest, surrounded
and threw stones at President José Sar-
ney's car, The government reacted by re-
mtroducing a national security law used
during the country’s 21 year military dic-
waorship, which can impose curfew and
martial law.

The trade union movement is now plan-

=g 2 national strike for 12 August against
peir loss of carnings. Union leader Jair
‘The government is
class into 3 general
there exists only one
to increase

3
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Brazil has a $111bn foreign debt, the
largest of any developing country, Over
the next two years the interest on sched-
uled repayments is estimated at a total of
$14bn. This repayment alone will con-
sume almost the entire trade surplus gain-
ed by massive cut backs in domestic con-
sumption.

The government has imposed wage free-
zes, cut food, milk and electricity subsi-
dies, but still imperialist banks and Brazil-
ian capitalists demand further sacrifices
from the masses.

Many of the trade union leaders appear
tied to the process of constitutional reform
promised by the est 4hlxshmcn! and fear
that an uplmnr of anger from the poor
will hait this process and lead to a return of
military rule. Meanwhile, the dispossess-
ed of Rio and Sao Paulo are organising
raids on the supermarkets. The hunger
cannot wait.

Amanda Collins

Nicaragua faces US

war of destruction

The cruclal importance of Nicaragua as an example to the whole of
Latin America has led the US to use all means short of direct military
intervention to crush the revolution.

| ANDY PRICE §

Continued US support for the contras, and
an extensive trade war have been used to
create havoc in the Nicaraguan economy.
The US government now realises that the
contras do not possess the forces nor the
necessary degree of support from the peo-
ple to attempt a military coup, but they
play a vital role in the long process of try-
ing to wear down the Sandinistas. Econo-
mic sabotage of key electrical installations
and other targets such as bridges and
cooperatives has been directed by CIA
operatives. Medical institutions and
schools are particularly favoured by the
contras, Of the 12,000 civilian casualties
in the war, 166 teachers and 52 doctors
have been killed in contra attacks.

As well as suffering the cost of such act-
ions the people also have to waste res-
ources ondefence. Over 40% of last year's
budget was spent in this way. The US has

P;lﬂamiian
workers strike
against junta

An indefinite general strike begun late in
June gathered momentum In July in res-
ponse to General Henri Namphy's viola-
tion of the new constitution, which was
approved by the majority of people in
March. Namphy's military-civilian Junta
removed an electoral commission set up
to oversee forthcoming elections, trans-
ferring its role to the Ministry of the In-
terior, and outlawed the country’s major
trade union group, the Autonomous Fede-
ration of Haltian Workers (CATH).

After a week of demonstrations and
flaming barricades in towns across Haiti,
22 people wera reported dead and scores
wounded by US-equipped troops who
used live ammunition on the demonstrat-
ors. This brutal repression provoked a
mass demonstration in Port au Prince on
10 July with crowds demanding the remo-
val of Namphy and his US backers.

In a public expression of its desire not
to be seen backing another round of des-
potism In Haiti the US State Department
said It would withhold further aid unless
steps towards democracy are taken, The
junta responded and said it would rein-
state the electoral commission. How-
ever, a US officlal despatched to Haiti
warned that any ‘radical change’ in the
composition of the junta would result in
the suspension of the $100 million aid,
saying that calls for Namphy's resigna-
tion were a ‘fairy tale’ wish for a ‘utopian
solution'.

US imperialism Is caught in a trap of its
own making. Their support for the Duval-
ler dictatorship resulted in the destruc-
tion of all viable opposition forces that
might contend to be instruments of US
policy. Free elections today would not re-
sult in a government to Uncle Sam's lik-
ing. The constitutional arrangements
agreed in March have become a liability
to the US as organisations like CATH

‘gather strength, and the US fumbles

around trying to form the sort of alliance
of stooges it has foisted upon Grenada.
Nicki Rensten and Trevor Rayne

now equipped the contras with Red Eye
heat seeking missiles, threatening more
havoc and damage.

The trade embargo has also had a drastic
effect. The US market which used to
absorb 70% of Nicaraguan exports is now
denied to them and industries such as
pharmaceuticals are operating at way
below capacity. A goyernment report on
the direct and indirect cost of US aggress
ion up to 1986 gives the figure of $3.9
billion, double the country’s GDP,

The economic strain is felt most acutely
in the capital Managua, whose population
has more than doubled to over one million
in the last five years as its relative peace
attracts displaced peasants from the war
affected zones. Services have never really
recovered from the 1972 earthquake and
now the waste disposal and urban transport
services in particular are unable to cope.

Worse still, with wages in the state sect-
or insufficient. many workers are leaving

their jobs to work in the black market.
Economic strategy has been reduced to
pure survival. Since last year new invest-
ment has been halted, social spending
curbed and some subsidies reduced.

On the diplomatic front the US having
scuppered the Contadora plan is stalling on
a plan put forward by Costa Rican Presid-
ent Arias. which would effectively force
the Sandinistas into negotiations with the
contras. The US is determined that it will
continue the economic and military war
against Nicaragua, which is successfully
holding back the rebuilding programme,
until it forces the Sandinistas to the
negotiating table on US terms.

The role of the British government in
supporting US political, economic and
military intervention in Central America
and Nicaragua in particular has to be con-
demned. Though Britain has few direct
economic links in the area it is the threat of
socialist revolution throughout Latin
America posed by the success of the San-
dimistas which is worrying for British
banks and multinationals.

SRI LANKA

Tigers fight invasion

ITV's ‘World in Action’ programme, 29 June, gave us arare glimpse of
the reality of the Sri Lankan government’s war against the Tamil peo-
ple in their struggle for self-determination. Constant helicopter gun-
ship patrols over the Jaffna peninsula, hospitals full with Tamil
children burned by chemical weapons, hospitals hit by Sri Lankan
artillery, bulldozers flattening Tamil villages to create ‘a no-
mansland’, British mercenaries, systematic rape, and an angry
woman, ‘They are dropping bombs on the very people they are saying
they are trying to liberate’. But through it all was the people’'s support
for their vanguard fighters, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

Having occupied the 35 mile long Vadam-
arachchi strip of the Jaffna peninsula, the
Sri Lankan government is revealing its
fong run intention of making the Tamil
people @ minority in their own homeland.
People are being driven off the land and
settlements bulldozed. If they can ‘pacify’
the area then Sinhalese settlers will be
drafted in. However, the Tigers are com-
bining successful guerrilla tactics with
full-scale pitched battles to drive the inva-
sion force back.

The Sri Lankan army is attempting to
consolidate its communication chains
from camp to camp across Jaffna. The
Tigers are responding with sicge, ambush
and Jand mines. Having unilaterally
declared a ceasefire at the end of June to
facilitate the arrival of Indian food aid the
Tigers were forced to launch a defensive
counter-attack against the major military
camp at Nelliadi in the Vadamarachchi
region. Nelliadi was being used as a base
for search and destroy missions, bombard-

ment of neighbouring villages and general
terrorisation of the Tamil population. On 5
July Nelliadi was razed to the ground by
Tiger units. Over 100 Sri Lankan soldiers
were Killed.

Jayewardene's response to the success-
ful delensive struggle of the Tigers has
been more sea borne troop invasions,
more acrial bombardment, more rounding
up of the youth and their transportation to
the south, more killing. It is clear that the
Sri Lankan government has po intention of
reaching a peaceful settlement. It intends
to enforce a military solution. In this con-
text it is all the more disgusting that the re-
cent meeting of the Aid Consortivm in
Paris, which includes Britain, the IMF and
World Bank, saw fit to maintain its aid
quota to the Sri Lankdn government. This
aid finances the $600,000 aday Sri Lankan
army war, Only Norway saw fit to express
concern about what the aid was being used
for.

Trevor Rayne

Amnesty reports on torture

Systematic torture, indefinite detention, regular disappearances and
murder. These are the indictments that Amnesty International levels
at the Sri Lankan government in its latest report on the island ‘Recent
Reports on ‘‘Disappearances’’ and Torture’, issued in May.

It quotes from the United Nations Working
Group on Enforced and Involuntary Dis-
appearances which lists Sri Lanka along
with Argentina, Columbia, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Lebanon and the Philippines
as having the worst record of people being
*disappeared” in the world. At least 3,000
people are recorded as being held in
detention for political associations,
including  left-wing  Sinbalese, The
government has ‘routinely resorted (0 tor-
ture during interrogation’. Many are
detained indefinitely and held for several
years without being tried,

Amnesty condemns the Sri Lankan goy-
ernment for failing to respond to a
previous report issued in September 1986,
for failing to present information on the

disappeared, and for refusing to acknow-
ledge that ‘disappearances’ have taken
place, Furthermore, "Despite the resolu-
tion of the UN Commission of Human
Rights in March 1987 calling on the Sri
Lankan Government to give the . . . Red
Cross access . . . 1o carry out activities for
the protection of prisoners no such access
has vet been granted®. The report details
prisoners having their genitals probed by
red hot iron rods. asphyxiation, suspen-
sion by the thumbs, toes, beatings ete.
The Sri Lankan government’s publicity
agents Saatchi and Saatchi do the same job
for the Conservative Party. If they can sell
Sri Lanka they would sell poison if the
price was right,
Trevor Rayne
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Unfinished business
in South Korea

It cost the Police department $7 million in tear gas alone but after a
month of demonstrations and street fighting, ‘People’s power’ was
victorious in the Republic of Korea. On the face of it everyone seems
satisfied: President Chun Doo Hwan agreed to direct elections by the
end of the year to choose his successor; his deputy, Roh Tae Woo, is
acclaimed a national hero; over 500 political prisoners have been
released; the International Herald Tribune declares ‘US officials
pleased with role in Korean events' and prices soar on the Korean

Students take on armoured State thugs

Stock Exchange.

It is as if hard bargaining had resulted in a
generally accepted fair deal, But the fates
of capital and labour, imperialism and the
right of nations 1o self-determination are
not long reconciled. This latest expression
of *People's Power' has a long history in
South Korea: in 1960 it lead to the over-
throw of Syngman Rhee; in 1979 it preced-
ed the assassination of Park Chung Hee;
but above all it was Chun’s brutal sup-
pression of mass protest in Kwangju in

Korea: a front line struggle
for nat:onal liberation

Korea, like Cuba, Central America and Southern Africa, is on the
frontline of the battle for national liberation. It has been there since
1945 when, as in Vietnam and Germany, the US and British ruling
classes drew a line through the country beyond which socialism was
not to advance; and behind which they would prepare to ‘roll back

TREVOR RAYNE

Dunng the Korean War the US forces, and
their allies, dropped morg bombs on the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK - the north) than were dropped by
all sides throughout Europe in the Second
World War, They. threatened nuclear at-
tack. They would stop at no barbarity to
contain the spread of socialism in the op-
pressed nations. The Encyclopaedia Brit-
annica puts the total of deaths in the war at
four million.

Japanese capital had used Korea as a
source of cheap labour and a stepping
stone for its imperial ambitions. In 1910
Korea was formally annexed to Japan.
Afterthe defeatof the 1919 rising, in which
25,000 patriots died, communist leader-
ship of the national liberation struggle be-
gantodevelop. In 1932 Kim Il Sung formed
the Anti-Japanese People's Guerrilla Ar-
my: the armed struggle was born,

On IS August 1945 the Japanese occu-
piers surrendered to the joint Soviet!
Korean forces. On 6 September the DPRK
was declared, Two days later a US inva-
sion force under General MacArthur land-
ed in the south.

MacArthur declared US military rule
south of the 38th parallel. Japanese offi-
cials and laws were employed to enforce
the occupation. People's committees,
organs of peasant and worker rule, were
smashed. Revolutionaries were jailed and
killed, Syngman Rhee, after 34 years’ ex-
ile in the USA, was installed as President
of the Republic of Korea (ROK -the
south) in 1948,

Guerrilla struggles broke out in the
south. Between 1945 and 1950 an esti-
mated 100,000 died fighting the occupa-
tion army and its stooges.

The Red Army left DPRK in 1948. Land
reforms and sexual equality legislation
were implemented. In 1949 two ROK
batallions and a navy ship mutinied and
went over to the DPRK. Some 370,000
Koreans left Japan for the DPRK. Socialist
advances in the north were encouraging
the struggle in the south for the removal of
the US occupicers and the reunification of
Korea.

In 1949, having failed to ‘roll back com-
munism’ in Albania or prevent the victory
ofthe Chinese Revolution, the US and Brit-
ish ruling class were determined to save
Syngman Rhee’s regime.

When full-scale war broke out on 25
June 1950, the British media portrayed it
as an ‘unprovoked North Korean attack'.
In truth the Korean People’s Army (KPA)
counter-attacked after a long series of in-
cursions across the 38th parallel by ROK
forces. Within one and a half months the
KPA had liberated 90% of Korean terri-
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communism’.
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tory and 92% of the population. Rhee and
the US occupation forces had retreated in-
to an enclave around the port of Pusan in
the far south. As they fled they massacred
an estimated 200-400,000 people. The
British Labour cabinet considered prose-
cuting David Winnington of the Daily
Worker for reporting this. James Cameron
resigned from Picture Post when his
reports of crucifixions by ROK forces
were suppressed, and Rene Cutforth’s
BBC news reports on atrocities were cen-
sored,

LABOUR JOINS THE WAR

As soon as the war broke out Labour Prime
Minister Attlee placed Royal Navy ships
inJapanese waters at the disposal of the US
command. Two batallions were sent from
Hong Kong and raised to infantry brigade
strength, The Commonwealth contingent
included troops from Australia, New Zea-
land, Canada and South Africa. Seven
thousand British soldiers were sent to
Korea: total casualties claimed were 793
killed, 2,878 wounded and missing.

The Korean War raised the British de-
fence budget to 14% of the national pro-
duct. Labour's social policies wer€ sacri-

‘The security of South Korea is directly
linked to that of the United States.’
Ronald Reagan 1983.

The Republic of Korea is locked into
imperialism’'s military and economic
strategy. Militarily it Is a US bridgehead
on the Asian mainland and a forward
defence position for Japan. Economically
it is a low cost industrial base in the
global division of labour, with the fourth
largest foreign debt in the world - $47
bn. Over eighty per cent of all foreign
investment comes from the US or Japan
who together consume over 50 per cent
of its exports.

Nowhere on earth are nuclear weapons
concentrated in such a density as they
are in south Korea: over one nuclear
weapon for every 100 square kilometres,
or four times the density of their deploy-
ment throughout the NATO countries.
40,000 US troops are permanently stat-
ioned in the Republic of Korea,

ficed; symbolised by the 50% charge on
NHS spectacles and dentures in 1951. Com-
ponents for atomic bombs were shipped
from the US to Britain for the first time.

On 13 September 1950, operating under
the banner of the UN, the imperialist for-
ces launched a massive assault. By the end
of 1950 the US Airforce grounded its bom-
ber fleet: ‘there are no more targets in
Korea', Schools, factories, hospitals,
theatres, towns and villages were bombed
to dust. By mid-November the ‘UN’ for-
ces occupied Pyongyang, capital of the
DPRK, and had reached the border with
China.

Together with the KPA, the Chinese
People’s Volunteers counter-attacked on
25 November. Aside from the Chinese
communists’ understanding that imperial-
ism sought to destroy the Chinese Revolu-
tion, they recognised a debt to their
Korean comrades. Kim Il Sung and many
Korean communists had fought alongside
the Chinese communists against the Japan-
ese occupation of Manchuria in the 1930s.
A senior KPA commander, Mu Jong, had
been on the Long March. 200,000 Koreans
had fought with the People’s Liberation
Army in the Chinese Revolution.

The Korean and Chinese forces drove

May 1980 that left 2,000 people dead that
stained the legitimacy of his regime and
led to this June's mobilisation. Since
Kwangju students have burnt the stars and
stripes flag. occupied American Cultural
Centres and set US company buildings
ablaze, Again, as in cvery other rising
since Korea was occupied by US forces.,
June’s call for democracy went up with the
cry for national reunification, the only
basis for democracy in the south, This is
the unsettled business at hand.

CHUN'S SCHEME

On 13 April, President Chun decided to
postpone all debate on the constitution and
means of choosing his successor until after
the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games, On 10
June Chun named former schoolmate and
fellow ex-general Roh Tae Woo as the next
President, Students across south Korea ex-
ploded. Chun’s manoeuvre exemplified
the arrogance and corruption with which
the mass of people associate his regime.
Corruption in business: the economy is
dominated by 12 cartels that are inter-
woven with the military, and Chun'’s fami-
ly in particular; and corruption in the
political system: while half the population
live in Seoul, Pusan, Taegu and Ichon only
50 out of 184 assembly seats are elect-
ed from these cities. By such gerry-
mandering and the occasional bribe, Chun
could ensure that he and Roh and their
Democratic Justice Party remained in
power until the end of the century.

PEOPLE'S POWER FORCES
US INTERVENTION

The dynamism of Korean ‘People’s
power' was extraordinary and inspiring.
Almost every city saw mass protests.
Police stations were attacked, riot police
disurmed, buses commandeered, city
centres taken over, While it is true that
students formed the vanguard, they drew
in many sections of society.

It was the scale of the protest that
brought the US government running and
forced Chun to back down. Within a week
of the protests beginning the middle class
were backing the students. This restricted

LEIGH o CONNOR & TREVOR RAYNE

the actions of the police. As Chun blustes
ed gbout declaring martial law the U
Assistant Secretary of State was des
patched from Washington on 21 June
Gaston Sigur quickly gained assurance
from the military that they would n
declare martial law (they wanted no mor
Kwangjus on their hands.) He met th
leadership of the opposition Reunificat
Democratic Party, Kim Young Sam an
Kim Dae Jung, and satisfied himself
their pro-US stance:. Sections of th
business community complained
Chun’s intractable position was doin
economic damage. On 29 June Roh a1
pedred on television to announce that b
and the DJP would support the popular de
mand for direct presidential elections. Ro
was hailed as the nation’s saviour,

Chun had been caught in a pincer move
ment by the military and a section of th
bourgeonisie, both acting at the behest ¢
the USA. As in Haiti and the Philippine
the US government had preserved inta
the institutions through which it continue
to rule,

THE NEXT ROUND

Well might the US officials feel please
with themselves. The likely Presidentis
contenders are Roh, who served with U
forees in Vietnam, and one of the tw
Kims, both of whom are fiercely anti
communist and whose party draws it
main backing from a section of the bourg
eaisie and the middle class. However res
democratic advances are not possible wit
the US occupation in force. Significant]
on 9 July, the concessions having alread.
been wrung out of Chun, half a millio
Koreans attended the funeral of a studen
killed during the protests, They took com
plete control of Seoul city centre um
attacked governmen! buildings. US an
Japanese flags were ceremoniously burn
ed. One student said *We will continue «
fight. We have no faith in the governmen
and we must form our own government.

Behind the mass demonstrations is as
alliance, including industrial workers
fandless peasants, students and clergy . |
operates partly underground with a mult
layered structure that allowed it to mobil
ise even when its apparent leaders wern
arrested, 'The Movement demands an in
vestigation into the Kwangju massacre
repeal of anti-union legislation. release o
all political prisoners including those con
victed of communist subversion, and the
breaking of dependence upon the US am
Japan. None are acceptable to the US or iv
Korean military stooges. The people an
the teargas will be back.

the occupying army south. By the end of
December 1950 the whole territory north
of the 38th parallel was liberated. Within a
year the US had lost more manpower and
equipment than they lost on two fronts
fought in the Second World War.

NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL

Five days after the launch of the joint
Korean and Chinese counter-attack US
President Truman threatened to use nuc-
lear weapons. At the time US intelligence
agencies reckoned the Soviet Union had
10-20 atomic bombs to their 400. On 6 De-
cember 1950 nuclear weapons were instal-
led on the US fleet in the Mediterranean.

Later MacArthur was to say ‘I would
have dropped between 30 and 50 atomic
bombs - across the neck of Manchuria’.
He said he planned 'to spread . . . from the
SeaofJapantothe Yellow Sea . . . abeltof
radioactive cobalt . . . It has an active life
of between 60 and 120 years.' By mid-
1951 the Korean War focussed on the 38th
parallel. On 10 July 1951 armistice talks
began.

In November 1952 Eisenhower was
elected US President on a promise to ‘get
us out of that mess” The US Joint Chiefs of

Staff continued to press for a nuclear at-
tack to break the stalemate. On 20 May
1953 Eisenhower agreed that if the ‘UN’
position in Korea deteriorated they should
be used.

Armistice was finally agreed on 27 July
1953. 478,700 napalm and other bombs
had been dropped on Pyongyang alone;
one bomb for every citizen; 8,000 bombs
for every square kilometre; 7.8 million
gallons of napalm drenched the north in
flames.

A third of the entire US ground forces
had been deployed; a fifth of the US Air-
force; the US Pacific Fleet; the Royal
Navy; and troops from sixteen other coun-
tries, One and a half million imperialis
troops were Kkilled, including 405,000
from the US. Yet for the first time in over
100 years, the US ruling class signed an
agreement without victory.

Imperialism had been fought to a stand-
still. Only nuclear blackmail held the revo-
lution at the 38th parallel. The Vietnamese
liberation forces stepped up their struggle
to defeat the French at Dien Bien Phu in
1954. However over the next 20 years the
US was to send 312,000 ROK troops to
Indo-China. These included the current
President Chun Doo Hwan.
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The first trial of strength between the Provis:
gl Government and the Soviets occurred
wer Forcign Minister Miliukov's Note of 18
hoeil. assuring the Allies that the Russian army
waid be relied on * . ., 10 fight the world war
st 10 a decisive victory.'

The Menshevik-SR bloc sought 1o give the
%oec a favourable ‘interpretation’, but the
pidiers faced with a return to the front had little
mecrest in such casuistey: Miliukov's intentions
pore unambiguous enough, On 21 April the
Lmonstration called by the Bolsheviks was
grumely supported by workers from the Vyborg
Jestrict and by armed soldiers, In the bourgeois
aricts the forces of the counter-revolution -
e armed officers, the cadets and the gilded-
jowth - began to mobilise openly for the first

b
| war seemed imminent. But the masses
pecdiately heeded the Soviet's call not to hold
wether demonstrations. With the addition of a
ew anodyne phrases to Miliukov's Note
gzesting that the war was not for annexation
w conquest, it considered the matter ‘settled’.
Mhe reassuring formulae of the rewritten Note
pere accepted in the Soviet by an overwhelming
Eority
Yot the episode demonstrated the reality of
B Soviel's own statement to the people: ‘We
o have the right to give vou orders”, With
B mrasses, it was the Soviet and not the Provis-
peal Government which held the power and the
pahority. But what should the Soviets do about
e Provisional Government?

The government itself posed the question
point-hlank, on 26 April. appealing to the Men-
Bcvik-SR bloc to participate. Afler consider-
le vacillation, the lure of ministerial office
oved too strong. On | May, the Soviet EC
fecided by 41 votes to 18, with only the Bolshe-
ks and a small group of left-Mensheviks
jeainst, (0 enter the government,

THE FIRST COALITION

I Menshevik-SR bloc had six ministries out
W 16, including Agriculture, (Chernov, SR)
Lasour, (Skobeley, Menshevik) and War (Ker-
gk v . Popular Socialist).

Perhaps over-excited by their dizzy rise to
pencderial eminence, they made some very rash
prormises indeed. Before he returned to the rout-

scuvities of a ‘socialist” Minister of Labour
opposing strikes, asking the workers 10 exer-

N '.-.,: ; : ¢ ‘E 6'\’

aint - Skobelevy threatened 'We'll take
ofits, we'll 1ake 100 per cent'.
cyes of the non-Bolshevik masses, the
of the Menshevik-SRs into the coalit-
ned a step forward. Some of the
s had a long and honourable record of
arist activity. Tsereteli, who became
of the bloc, had spent many years as a
bour convict; and in 1916 both he and
had been on the left wing of the anti-
4 movement, Perhaps the socialist
would gradually crowd out the bour-
nisters (Miliukov had been forced to
n 2 May), leading to an all-socialist
ment which could grant their demands
shout further struggle
he real significance of the coalition, as yet
a from the masses, was contained in one
{ the new government's Declaration
e nocd to prepare the army ', - . for defensive

LR A S B e A B

4 July 1917 - the decisive moment:
above, the First Machine Gun Regiment
appeals for support; Jeft, shooting on
Nevshky Prospect; below, demonstrators
in Petrograd; right, Kronstadters set off

and offensive activity . , . *. The Allics badly
needed a Russian offensive. By June halfof the
French army was considered unreliable, due to
the influence of the Russian Revolution.

The bourgeoisie aimed to use the ‘socialists’
as agents to persuade the masses to continue the
war. The British Ambassador, Buchanan wrote
to the Foreign Office: *The Coalition Govern
ment . . . is for us the last, and almost the only
hope for salvation of the military situation

THE RISE OF THE BOLSHEVIKS

But even before it began to prepare openly for
an offensive, the coalition's pro-bourgeois
policies compromised them in the eyes of the
masses, who began to turn to the Bolsheviks.
The Bolsheviks had the greatest success in lwo
places: the Petrograd factories and the Kron-
stadt naval base.

[ FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISMI August 1987

THE PEOPLE REACH FOR POWER

In the factories, the capitalists struck against
the revolution by means of & lock-out, Between
March and the end of July, with increasing
momentum, 568 factories were closed down
with the loss of 104,000 jobs. In the South
Russian coalmines, the owners deliberately
sabotaged and disorganised production.

The Bolsheviks’ solution was simple and
siraightforward: 'Make the profits of the
capitalists public, arrest fifty or a hundred of the
biggest millionaires . , . for the simple purpose

of making them reveal .. .the fraudulent
practices which . . . are costing [Russia]
thousands and millions every day.” (Lenin CW
25p21).

The appeal of the Bolshevik slogans was
shown at the first conference of Petrograd
Factory Committees (30 May-3 June), when
the Bolshevik resolution won 80% of the votes.
The workers® section in the Petrograd Soviet
was already a Boelshevik majority: and in the
Moscow Soviet the largest party, with 41 % of
the seats.

Kronstadt was the chiel'naval base, protecting
the upproaches to Petrograd. The 80,000 strong
Baltic Flect was an explosive combination of
class forces: in 1917, 25.4% of the sailors were
working class. and over 90% of the younger
officers came from the nobility; and in the
pre-1917 period discipline was so harsh that a
rating remembered that the very name of the
Governor General sounded ‘like the crack of a
cossack’s whip'. From the beginning of May
Kronstadt was dominated by the Bolsheviks -
their refusal to enter the coalition meant they
bore no responsibility for its increasingly
unpopular policies.,

But in Russia as a whole, the Bolsheviks were
still very much a minority, At the first All
Russia Congress of Soviets of Workers and
Soldiers Deputies (3-24 June), the Bolsheviks
{105 delegates) were still a long way behind the

Srs (285) und Mensheviks (248); three quarters
of the delegates were prepared to ratify the
coalition,

THE JUNE DEMONSTRATION

While the Congress was in session, on 9 June,
the Bolsheviks® Military Organisation proposed
a mass demonstration against an offensive,
under two slogans: “All Power to the Soviets',
*Down with the ten capitalist ministers,”

The Congress passed a resolution forbidding
demonstrations for three days, on the grounds
that ‘concealed counter-revolutionaries want 1o
take advantage of the demonstration” which was
‘a Bolshevik conspiracy to overthrow the gov-
ernment and seize power’. Recognising the
authority of the Congress, the Bolsheviks
prevailed on their supporters to - accept the
decision,

Fecling, however, the need to demonstrate
their supposed popularity, on 12 Junc the
Menshevik-SR bloc authorised a demanstration
for 18 June under sheir slogans - ‘Universal
Peace” ‘Immediate Convocation of a Constit
uent Assembly’ ‘Democratic Republic” - not
daring to demand support for coalition with the
bourgeoisic or the rencwal of the offensive. Its
leader, Tserctel, boasted: ‘Now we shall have
an open and honest review of the revolutionary
forces . ..~

True enough — about 400,000 workers and
soldiers came out in an unarmed demonstration

but under the Bolshevik slogans: ‘Down with
the offensive!" ‘Down with the ten capitalist
ministers . Only 3 small groups carried banners
bearing the slogan ‘Confidence (o the Provis-
ional Government', until they were foreed to
lower them by the angry demonstrators,
Demonstrations in the provincial towns showed
the same picture, if less sharply drawn.

THE OFFENSIVE

On 12 June the Congress of Sovicts gave Keren-
sky approval to resume military operations.
Only the Bolsheviks voted against. Launched on
18June, at first it made considerable advances -
but against empty trenches and undefended
positions. When the Austrians made a stand, the
Russian army went into headlong retreat, with
commanders at the front reporting mass desert:
ions and collective refusals to obey orders.

The Bolsheviks were the only party to oppose
the offensive in advance: a resolution of greet:
ing to the advancing army at the Petrograd

-

Soviet had a substantial majority (40% ) against,

At the end of June, therefore, the problem
faced by the Bolsheviks was not that of gaining
support - it was how to restrain the masses from
rushing into a premature insurrection. Already
on 21 April, sections of the Bolsheviks had
come out with the premature slogan ‘ Down with
the Provisional Government’; on 17 May the
Kronstadt Sovict passed a resolution supported
by the Bolsheviks declaring itself to be the sole

+authority.

Lenin’s speech at the All-Russian Conference
of Bolshevik Military Organisations (20 June)
warned: ‘One wrong move on our part can
wreck everything . . . It we were now able to
seize power, itis naive to think that having taken
it we would be able to hold it . . . we are an
insignificant minority . . . the majority of the
masses are wavering but still believe the SRs
and Mensheviks.' (A Rabinowitch Prelude to
Revolution 1968 p 121-122). The tést was soon
to come: the “July Days'.

3 JULY

As the offensive fails Kerensky gives orders for
regiments from Petrograd to be sent to the front.
Stormy protests from the garrison soldiers, led
by the Ist Machine Gun Regiment, calling for
an armed demonstration. Its only Balshevik
officer, who may in fact have been a provocat-
eur, does not attempt to hold the soldiers back.
Delegates from the regiment arrive al Kronstadt
at 2pm to appeal to the sailors for support, The
Bolsheviks' most popular speaker, Semyon
Roshal, is shouted down when he tries to
restrain the crowd,

Other delegates go round the Petrograd fact-
aries and hy Tpm all are out on strike. They have

less success with the soldiers - at this point anly
a few isolated regiments are definitely pro-Bol-
shevik. The supporters of the Provisional Gov-
ernment spend the day frantically rushing round
Petrograd in a search for loyal troops, but can
only find 100 men.

4 JULY

20,000 armed Kronstadters set ofT for Petrog-
rad, They march to the Bolshevik HQ in
Kseshinskaya's Palace, where they are greeted
by Lenin. He calls for All Power to the Soviets,
and appeals for firmness, steadfastness and
vigilance,

From there they march along the Nevsky
Prospect, the Petrograd equivalent of Bond
Street, As the Kronstadters reach a street
junction, provocateurs fire from the windows
and attics of the houses at the rearguard of the
demonstration. Panic! Rifles fire into the air, at
the ground, marchers scatter and disperse, re-
forming only wheh the invisible enemy is
sifenced

There is only one. quite small-scale pitched
battle between revolutionaries and  their
opponents, Cossacks open fire upon workers
and machine gunners - on both sides |3 are
killed, and 32 wounded. In all the skirmishes
and random shootings, 56 people are killed and
350 wounded (contemporary estimates),

The marchers approach Tauride Palace,
home of the Petrograd Soviet. Peasant sailors
seize Chernov, demanding a re-distribution of
the lund. A worker shakes his fist in his face:
“Take the power, you son of a bitch, when they
give it to you.” He muy be killed on the spot -
but with Trotsky's help, the crowd calms down
and he is freed,

This is an elemental popular movement surg-
ing out of party control, But there is no attempt
to make an insurrection, by scizing the key
centres of power (ratlway stations, post office,
banks etc). As the Chernov incident shows, the
demonstrators wanted Soviet power, were
opposed to the Soviet leadership but not yet
strong enough to overthrow that leadership.

5 JULY

The tide begins to turn against the revolution-
aries. At 2am the offices of Pravda are sacked
by an unruly mob of officers and students, Twa
hours later, the 3 most backward guard battal-
1ons arrive at the Tauride to defend the Soviet
against the Bolsheviks, Al their head is the

o

Izmailovsky Regiment, instrumental in destroy-

ing the Petrograd Soviet in 1905.

How has the Menshevik-SR bloc munaged to
find loyal troops? From the previous afternoon,
the rumour has been spread that Lenin is a
German spy. The first morning editions of the
bourgeois press duly oblige. A wretched Black
Hundred rag, The Living Word carries the
banner headline: ‘Lenin is a German spy!® An
official fabrication written by two notorious
scandalmongers, it is based on the "evidence’ of
a former police agent and a speculator.

At 7.45am the 300 sailors and 200 machine
gunnersin Kseshinskaya's Palace are ordered to
lay down their arms. They retreat to the Peter-
Paul Fortress. but agree 1o leave with their
arms. The Menshevik conducting the negotiat-
ions (Lieber) is still unsure of his ground. But as
increasing numbers of loyal troops arrive,
Licher grows more and more vengeful and
insists that the Bolsheviks leave unarmed,

6JULY

Cossacks and other reactionary regiments, con-
taining pro-Tsarist and Black Hundred support-
ers, arrive from the front. At last the Men-
shevik-SR  bloc has found enough loyal
supporters to prevent any further demonstrat-
ions. Pravde and Soldiers Pravda arc
suppressed, party organisations driven out of
their premises and forced to go underground.

In Lenin's view, this was ‘something consid-
erably more than a demonstration and less thun a
revolution.” But is this a definitive victory for
the counter-revolutionaries? Will they seize the
opportunity to destroy the Bolsheviks? Or are
the inner forces of the revolution strong enough
to overcome this sethback?
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Massive health cuts attack poor !
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Massive health cuts have highlighted the political and economic
bankruptcy of the Twenty Six Counties regime. Imperialism's puppet
ruling class in the South has responded to the deep economic crisis
by tightening the screws on the Irish working class. The country is up
to its neck in debt to the imperialist banks - every Irish citizen owes
$2,900 to foreign banks, the highest figure per person in the world.
Despite unemployment of over 20% (much higher among youth and
in the cities) and emigration running at over 50,000 a year, the new
Fianna Fall government has made fresh attacks on the poorest sec-

tions of the community.

In an amazing displa& of cynicism, the
government has betrayed all its clection
pledges after only five months in office.

® Fianna Fail ‘Election billboards pro-
claimed: “Health cuts hurt the old, the sick
and the handicapped’, Three months later
they announced a package of health cuts
totalling IRE56 million, including 2,000
job losses and charges for routine treat-
ment.

® In opposition Charles Haughey de-

| JIM O’ROURKE |

nounced the Anglo-Irish Agreement as
‘unconstitutional’, ‘offensive’ and a sell
out of Irish sovereignty. Last month he
met Mrs Thatcher in Brussels and agreed
to maintain collaboration.

® In opposition Haughey denounced the
Single European Act as a threat to Irish
neutrality. In May Fianna Fail TDs were
ordered to vote in favour of it.

® The government has implemented the
1984 Criminal Justice Act which gives the
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police sweeping new powers. Suspects can
now be held 20 hours without charge and
no longer have the right to silence.

But it is the battle over health cuts which
has best expressed the anti-working class
character of Ireland’s establishment par-
ties. The cuts mean closures of hospitals
and clinics, 2,000 redundancies and a
minimum £10 charge (to a limit of £100)
for every appointment or night in hospital,
When in power Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and
the Labour Party have all attacked the
working class. But when in opposition
they pose on issues like the health cuts as
champions of the people. Fianna Fail TDs
actively campaigned against health cuts
before they formed a government in
March. Now, many vote in favour of the
cuts nationally while claiming to oppose
cuts in their own constituencies!

Itis the health workers and working peo-
ple, those who will suffer most, who have
independently organised a mass campaign
against the cuts. On 17 June 40,000 people
joined in protests all over the Twenty Six

Counties and a mass 20,000 strong demon-
stration was held in Dublin. 9,000 doctors
went on strike for a week. The issue threat-
ened to bring down the government until
the opposition parties backed down in the
Dail. Now new cuts have been announced
in education.

No bourgeois party in the Twenty Six
Counties will take action against the forces
that create poverty in Ireland - imperial-
ism and Irish capitalism. All of Ireland’s
tax revenue is used up just paying interest
on the national debt. IR£664m of tax re-
mains uncollected - more than ten times
the amount of the cuts — but tax dodging is
an accepted perk of the self-employed and
the rich. Foreign companies continue to
plunder the economy, taking advantage of

-state subsidies and then pulling out leaving
thousands unemployed. But with serious
working class opposition to the cuts build-
ing up and the issue of imperialist domina-
tion of the country ever lurking in the
wings, the Irish ruling class has no cause’
for complacency.

Unions
more
reactionary
than
employers?

Short Brothers, the Belfast based airc:
firm, shut down production and loci
out its largely loyalist workforce on 3
ly, The dispute was over the issue
loyalist flags being flown In the we
shops. The company insisted on the fi
being removed and, saying it would *
compromise’ on the issue, threatenec
close the factories permanently.

Short's 'conversion’ to anti-discrimi
tion is not altruistic. US orders are in je
ardy. This results from a growing campa
in the US on the basis of the MacBr
Principles, a set of anti-discriminat
principles relating to the Six Counts
Short's stand on the issue of loyalist fis
is doubly useful for them: it satisfies
public opinion and disguises the m
profound Issue of long-term employm
discrimination which has resulted in |
workforce containing few Catholics. 1
loyalist workers were furlous and mou
ed pickets but were forced to return
work within five days.

Despite the shoddy motives for Shor
stand, It has pointed to the irony of a si
ation where capitalist owners are m«
willing to oppose the most blatant
amples of loyalist bigotry than are |
Northern lrsland trade unions. The unic
have consistently refused to oppose d
crimination in the Six Counties and hz
frequently colluded with it. IDATU is s
suspended from ICTU after its leader Jo
Mitchell dared to tell the truth about t
Six Counties ‘union mafia’. Indeed at ti
year's Irish Congress of Trade Unio
conference, a motion in favour of t
MacBride Principles was not passed t
instead remitted for consideration. T}
such a basic issue of democratic rigt
shouid prove unpalatable to the Six Cou
ties unions shows how deeply afraid th
are to confront loyallsm and the politi
issues of British rule in Ireland.

Maxine Willia:

‘Our bodies are
used to penalize us’.

‘Ella and | are held in Durham's H Wing and despite the fact that we don't
leave the bullding for any reason, we are systematically strip searched, at
least four times a month. The British government is using women's naked-
ness to tyrannise them. We feel that our bodies are used like a weapon to
penalise us, with the intention of making us collapse under the pressure’.

(Martina Anderson, Irish POW)

Itis now one year since Ella 0’'Dwyer and Martina Anderson were moved from
Brixton Jall to Durham’s notorious H Wing following their conviction in the
‘seaside bombings’ conspiracy trial. Since 1985 they have each endured
450 strip searches. This widely condemned practice is a form of sexual
harassment and psychological torture which the British govermment uses to
try to degrade and humiliate women ~ particularly Irish women - political

prisoners.
Strip searching has been used in the Six
Counties since 1982 when it was intro-
duced in Armagh Jail allegedly on security
grounds. Despite the thousands of strip
searches since then all that has been dis-
covered is a £5 note, a phial of perfume
and a letter! The searches are often accom-
panied by brutal beatings. Today, in the
new high-security Maghaberry Prison,
strip searching continues unabated. Preg-
nant women, elderly women, very young
women (some only fifteen), women hav-
ing their period - nobody is spared. Mai-
read Farrell, a POW released from Magha-
berry in 1986, describes the strip search
which took place on the day of her release:
“The only way to beat it is to mentally
turn off. The screws even make remarks
about your body . . . They looked me up
and down for a few minutes, they look all
over your body. They told me to lift my
feet one by one and she felt the soles for a
few seconds . . . They feel the inside and

outside of your legs. You stand there nude
and freezing while they feel every item of
your clothing...It's a very degrading
experience’.

The British government has not only met
continuous protests about strip searching
in the Six Counties with a deaf ear, but has
introduced systematic strip searches into
jails in Britain, While they were on remand
in Brixton Jail strip searching was used
against Ella and Martina as part of a cam-
paign to prevent them from preparing an
effective defence for their trial. Ella wrote:

‘Prison officers rub my hair and ears
and, like an animal, | have to lift my feet

. . they have told me they can lift my
breast forcibly if they decide to and even
probe my body folds. They can touch any
part of me at all.’

This harassment has continued in Dur-
ham Jail. Durham is a male prison and ‘top
security’ female prisoners are held there in
H Wing. H Wing used to hold male prison-

ers but was closed in 1971 after prison pro-

tests there forced a government inquiry to

conclude that no ‘country with a record of
civilised behaviour® could tolerate it. In
fact after a face lift this wing, virtually
unchanged, now houses women prisoners.
So much for ‘civilisation’.

As three Irish POWSs pointed out in a let-
ter to the recent Durham demonstration
against strip searching, this degrading
practice is used against men as well. In
Wakefield Hugh Doherty and Nat Vella
are currently staging protests against con-
ditions which deny them all privacy during
visits, In addition, they are subjected to
strip searching both before and after visits
including physical probing of mouth and
anus.

Despite years of brutal treatment Irish
POWs in Britain's jails have shown their
courage and spirit of resistance. As Mar-
tina Anderson wrote to the Durham dem-
onstration on 13 June: ‘If we haven't col-
lapsed by now I don’t think that we ever
will’. The campaign against strip search-
ing must continue until the British govern-
ment is forced to end this barbaric practice.

Grace McDonagh, Maxine Willlams

Send messages of solidarity to EHa
0'Dwyer (D25135) and Martina
Anderson (D25134) at HMP Durham,
Old Elvet, Durham DH1 3HU.

Write letters of protest to the Home
Office, Queen Anne's Gate, London,

and to your MP.

‘Durham march against
strip searches

‘Ella and Martina are stronger than the
Brits!" 1,500 people joined a march to
Durham Prison on 13 June in solidarity
with Ella and Martina and against strip
searches. Women's groups predominated
on the march, which stopped for ten
minutes outside the prison. The liit of
drums and fiutes from the Republican
bands floated across to the notorlous H
Wing where the women are held, until the
police threatened arvests under the Pub-
lic Order Act and the march was forced to
move off to the rally.

In a message, Ella and Martina asked
‘Is a life sentence In British jalls a life sen-
tence of sexual torture?' There were mes-
sages of support from Irish POWs, other
prisoners and speakers included Isobel
Anderson, lranian Womens Association,
Chilean women and Broadwater Defence
Campalgn. Sharon Raghip spoke power-
fully about how meeting Paul Hill (Guild-
ford 4) in the Scrubs had inspired her hus-
band Engin {one of the Broadwater framed
prisoners) to continue his fight for jus-
tice. She called for a movement to defeat
racist state frame ups.

Karen from VMDC read a personal me
sag from Viraj Mendis. Viraj has receivs
messages of solidarity from 116 Repub
can POWs, the latest from a woman
Maghaberry. Republican prisoners s«
Viraj as someone who Is fighting the san
enemy, so it is sad to report that ¢
march organisers trled to prevent Viraj
message being read out on the groun:
that he was not a woman fighting impe
lalist violence. But Vira) has taken a star
against Imperlalist violence; that Is wi
he Is in danger of his life, it was only aft:
a 20 minute argument that Karen got t
right to speak. Likewise, Simone Dex
hurst, RCG member, who was strip sea
ched at Cannon Row Police Station whe
she was arrested on the Non Stop Pick:
outside South Africa House, was als
stopped from speaking on behalf of Ci
AA. Whilst we respect the right of womse
to organise events, this sort of divisi
behaviour is in nobody's interests. 0
pressed groups cannot win justice alon
we must all work together.

John Currie and Jim O'Rourk

FIGHT RACISMI! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! August 1987



REVIEWS

USSR: What

The Waking Glant. The Soviet Union
Under Gorbachev .
Martin Walker. Michael Joseph.
1986.

Reorganisation and the Party’s
Personnel Policy. The Report and
Concluding Speech by the General
Secretary of the CPSU Central
Committee at the Plenary Meeting
of the CPSU Central Committee
January 27-28, 1987.

Mikhail Gorbachev. Novosti Press
1987.

WHAT IS GLASNOST?

What is happening in the Soviet Union
under the leadership of Mikhail Gorba-
chev? What is the meaning of glasnost
(openness) and perestroika (reorganisa-
tion)?

It is highly regrettable that the book by
Martin Walker, The Guardian's Moscow
correspondent, and no more than an honest
liberal, gives more insight into the state of
the USSR than does anything written by
the British lefi. The only attempt to analyse
the question at any length (Frank Furedi's
The Soviet Union Demystified) is riddled
with ignorant anti-sovietism (see FRFJ
66).

Other Trotskyists seem to think it suffi-
cient to offer a string of quotations from
Trotsky's Revolution Betraved, first pub-
lished 51 years ago (see, for example, John
Rees, ‘Whither Gorbachev?!' Workers
Press 21 March 1987) or meaningless
phrases about ‘Stalinism,with a human
face’ (Workers Press editorial 25 April
1987).

Walker’s book gives us the opportunity
1o draw attention to some of the key fea-
tures of Soviet society as reported by Wal-
ker and analysed by Gorbachev, as a basis
for understanding current developments.

A NEW INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION

In one of his first major speeches (Decem-
ber 1984), Gorbachev told the Soviet
people that they had to achieve a new
industrial revolution, which would require
the same national drive and political com-
mitment shown during the period of the
first five year plans, from 1929 (Walker

p37).

is glasnost?

PATRICKNEWMAN |

The problems facing the USSR were
identified as a loss of momentum in the
economy, with the appearance of ‘cle-
ments of stagnation and other phenomena
alien to socialism’, which had an adverse
effect on social, cultural and intellectual
life (Gorbachev p9).

These problems must be seen in the
context of the overall achievement of the
Soviet Union, The guaranteed minimum
wage is 80 roubles (£72) per month. The
average monthly rent for a flat, including
heating, is £9, 90p will buy Skg of bread,
or 10kg of potatoes, or 6kg of cabbage, or
3 litres of milk (Walker p 166). Thus even
the poorest have a guarantee of shelter,
warmth, enough to cat, and cheap trans-
port, an achievement utterly impossible
under imperialism.

Yet there are problems for socialist
planning. In 1961 Kruschchey promised
the Soviet people that they would overtake
the USA in 20 years, In relation to the tar-
gets set, this has proved true: the Soviet
Union produces 80% more steel than the
USA, 78% more cement, 42% more oil,
55% more fertiliser, twice as much pig-
iron and six times as much iron ore (Wal-
ker p53). This is a tremendous achieve-
ment. Yet the civilian economy has failed
to keep pace with new technological devel-
opments, in plastics, chemicals and, most
of all, computers,

Furthermore, whereas Soviel industry
has in the past grown extensively now is
the time to grow intensively, to make
much more effective use of automated pro-
duction lines and robots and improve the
quality of Soviet products (Walker ppS8/
9).

In order to raise productivity and in-
crease efficiency, there must be a much
more systematic application of science to
the economy (Gorbachev p59). A quarter
of the world's scientists are in the USSR,
with 1.5m full-time science research wor-
kers in 1984. Yet half of the high-level
scientists work in higher education, where
they carried out only about 10% of all
research projects (Walker pp66/7).

Central to Gorbachev's solution is a re-
duction in the cost of the arms race. De-
fence uses the best factories, the best raw
materials. the best brains, and expenditure
amounts to 12% of Soviet GNP (Walker

pl25). He aims to play off the imperialist
countries, particularly in Europe, against
each other and the US, and to make serious
overtures to China (Walker ppl20ff).
There is considerable continuity here with
previous Soviet foreign policy. The most
striking differences concern the internal
regime of the Soviet Union.

THE REFORMS

Gorbachey proposes to open up the factory
management 1o election by secret, direct
ballot (Walker p94; Gorbachev p31); to
make the party and party officials more
democratic and more accountable (Gorba-
chey p35); to promote more women (o
leading positions (ibid p41); and to display
special tact when dealing with the national
minorities (ibid p43).

Far from glasnost being * . . . so wel-
come to people like Thatcher . . . ' (Cyril
Smith, ‘Stalin’s purge of youth leaders’
Workers Press 18 April 1987), their “wel-
come’ masks their dismay. Atatime when
political rights are being eroded in Britain,
the leaders of the Soviet Union are attempl-
ing to extend the participation of the Soviet
people in the political process. Can it ser-
iously be claimed that Mrs Thatcher *wel-
comes’ TV coverage of Soviet workers
clecting the management of their factories,
when the internal regime of those British
factaries which have survived her rule is
becoming increasingly oppressive?

But can glasnost alone bring about
perestroika? The reforms will undoubted-
ly meet strenuous opposition from the self-
secking careerists entrenched within the
CPSU, as Krushchey found to his cost. In
the artistic and cultural field, it will give
those who are opposed to Party control of
the arts, such as the new director of the
Soviet film industry, Klimoy, the opportu-
nity to air their reactionary views about
‘artistic freedom’: and will be welcomed
by factory workers for giving them greater
opportunity in management.

But is this enough? Can the problems
facing the Soviet Union be analysed in ab-
straction from the current stage of the
struggle against imperialism? Without
wishing to sct one against the other, Gor-
bachev's approach is noticeably different
from that of Fidel Castro (see FRFI 63 and
65), which sets the problems of Cuba
firmly in the context of the international
struggle against imperialism.

‘Sanctuary movement
in the United States

The National Celebration of the
American Sanctuary Movement.
Cedri (European Committee for the
Defence of Refugees and
Immigrants) Report. Available from
CEDRI, B.P 42, 04300, Forcal Quier,
France. (Ten francs)

After having to suffer, in the media
US and British propaganda about the
‘persecuted refugees’, from the
Soviet Union, this report produced
by CEDRI about the real refugees in
the USA and the Sanctuary Move-
ment in defence of them is very
refreshing.
e caght page typewnitten report has such
s challenging message that — as a result of
' bemmg discussed in the anti-deportation
Vorking Party Mecting, the Manchester
veming News had a fromt page ‘shock
rror” story about this.
he report explains:
The Sanctuary Movement started in
n the border state of Arizona,
s¢ 10 Mexico, when people in the
scumenscal religious community in
Arona saw that many refugees from El
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Salvador and Guatemala were being
captured by the INS (Immigration and
Nationalisation Service). The INS put
them into detention centres with big
high fences and barbed wire, and the
majority were deported back to El
Salvador and Guatemala where they
faced death.' So the people in Arizona at
considerable sacrifice, defended the
refugees, They arranged legal defence
and paid $5,000 per refugee to ‘bond
them out’.

The report goes on:
*Out of 1,400 refugees that they helped
almost no one received political asylum,
and so they decided that they were not
going to collaborate any more with the
government system because it was not
just. And that's how a small Presbyter-
ian church in Tuscon, Arizona, declar-
ed sanctuary and said ‘this is sacred
ground: INS, stay out!”

This example snowballed. Today 335
church parishes and synagogues have
declared themselves ‘sanctuaries’. Now
churches that are not on the Border are
involved. A system of transport called
‘underground railways' (a term used by
the Anti Slavery movement in 1850) are’
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used to transport refugees thousands of
kilometres. Over twenty major lowns
including San Francisco, Berkeley, Santa
Fe and Scattle have officially declared
themselves ‘sanctuary towns', and refused
to permit their municipal administrators
and police force to co-operate with the
Federal INS.

A conference held in September 1986,
had over a thousand people from every
kind of religious community. The move-
ment is growing rapidly. The Reagan
Administration is calling the refugees
‘brown hordes’ and criminalising the
sanctuary movement. Undeterred the
movement is working out political strategy
and tactics to move forward.

The people involved realise that it is
predominately white and middle class. To
its great merit it understands its weakness
and is making every effort to'involve the
oppressed black people in the USA in it,

This report is essential reading for any-
one involved in the anti deportation
struggle in the UK. After reading this the
importance of a victory for the VMDC
sanctuary becomes clearer.

el

PRISONERS FIGHT BACK

Overcrowding
crisis grows

British prisons are bursting with prisoners. Prisoners have protested
at Dartmoor and other prisons. Prison officers are balloting on indus-
trial action at Wandsworth and Wormwood Scrubs. Tory Home Secre-
tary, Douglas Hurd, on Thursday 16 July annqunced an early release
scheme which would reduce numbers by about 3,500.

On Friday 3 July there were 50,349 pris-
oners — excluding 620 being held in police
stations - in accommodation for 41,653,
Within a week it had reached 51,029, In
1987 the prison population has risen by an
average 180 a week. The Home Office
would have to build a new prison the size
of Dartmoor every three weeks just to keep
pace.

The figures are still accelerating. In the
four weeks up to 3 July, the weekly in-
crease was 267, In the last week it rose by
ncarly 400, If this figure were maintaincd
the 3,500 about 1o be released would be re-
placed in nine weeks,

Local and remand prisons are carrying
the heaviest burden. Leeds is 209 % over-
crowded; Leicester 200%; Birmingham
198%: Lincoln 190%:. Reading 190%:
Oxford 181%: Bedford 180%; Manches-
ter 174%; Dorchester 170%: Gloucester
165%.

HURD'S PLANS

Hurd plans to increase remission to 50%
but only for prisoners serying 12 months
or less, The quid pro quo for this, how-
ever, is a threal 10 remove remission for
certain categories of long-lerm prisoners.

Rollerstone army camp. being convert-

ed into a prison, will be opened early. Fur-
ther temporary camps, including a prison
ship, are being considered. A “strong out-
sider element” will be included in a new
Home Office prison building board, *Out-
sider element’ is cade for privatisation of
building contracts.

Hurd has no intention of really improv-
ing the conditions of prisoners. Even with
the early releases there will still be 47,500
prisoners in accommodation for 41,653,
He is using the crisis as &n opportunity to
increase sentences for long-term prisoners,
expand the prison building programme, re-
introduce prison hulks, and introduce pri-
vatisation.

This is a recipe for a continuing Jong-
term increase in the prison population and
a continuing deterioration in the physical
conditions and civil rights of prisoners.
Prisoners should not be fooled by Hurd’s
‘emergency’ programme,

A serious programme would include
real reductions in sentences across the
board; 50% remission for all prisoners:
automatic annual parole reviews for life
sentences with written reasons for deci-
sions; abolition of Leon Brittan's restric-
tions on parole rights.

Terry O'Halloran

AFRO-CARIBBEAN

PRISONERS SUPPORT COMMITTEE

write to the address below:

The Afro-Caribbean Prisoners Support Committee has
recently been established. Prisoners, ex-prisoners and
relatives who want to contact the committee should

50 RECTORY ROAD, LONDON, N16

Danny Williams

under

attack

On 3 May at 11.15pm in Parkhurst Prison, Danny Williams was playing his
radio when a screw came in and told him to turn it down. He did. Five minutes
later he was told to turn it off. He refused and a ‘posse of screws' rushed into
his cell and viciously attacked him. He was thrown naked into a strip cell with
no bedding and had to spend ail night doing exercises to keep warm. He was
in the cell for 16 hours during which time an Assistant Governor verbally
abused him and the psychiatrist said he was suffering from ‘stress’.

Two days later Danny was forced against
his will to the hospital wing, F2 (a transit
point for mental institutions, see FRFI68).
He was in a cell next to the office and for 3
days and nights screws kept up a bombard-
ment of noise, He was moved back to seg-
regation unit and endured the same bar-
rage of noise from screws under instruc-
tion to drive him mad.

On |8 May Danny was again brutally at-
tacked by a group of screws. He tried to
defend himself and was beaten uncon-
scious. When he came to he was naked
with ablack eye. cuts and weals all over his
body and was unable to moye his neck, He
heard other prisoners banging on the cell
doors and screaming out his name. Whena
psychiatrist came in to see him he was so
shocked at his injuries that he just rushed
out.

Danny was in Pentonville jail for a week

so prisoners at Parkhurst couldn’t see his

injuries. From here he was not allowed to
send a letter to FRFI about this persistent
brutality. He was then transferred to Al-
bany where a Board of Visitors hearing
would not grant him legal representation to
defend himself. He refused to take part in
the sham court and lost remission.

Danny is now in Wandsworth. He is be-
ing denied visits, letters and personal pro-
perty. He sends a big hello toall the prison-
ers in Parkhurst and Albany - the black
brothers and Irish POWSs,

Readers should send cards to Danny and
letters of protest to the governor of Park-
hurst Prison and the Home Office. Danny
Williams, HMP Wandsworth, PO Box
757, Heathfield Road, London SWI18
3HS. The Governor, HMP Parkhurst,
Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 SNX.
Home Office Prison Department, Cleland
House, Page Street, London SW1.

Lorna Reld
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B PROTEST AT
STRANGEWAYS

Dear FRFI,

Inearly May. during an exercise period
inone of the yards in Strangeways.
Prison, 350 inmates staged a sit<lown
protest. The protest was against the
prison conditions, where, on some
wings, cells built to accommodate one
prisoner now hold four men!

The protest lasted over an hour,
during which time an ultimatum was
given Lo the protestors to stand up and
gao back inside the prison wing before
an alarm bell was sounded.
Assurances were given that no
punishment would be given to any
prisoners obeying this demand, and
yvet most black prisoners amongst the
three hundred who went back inside
were singled out and put down the
block (punishment cells).

The fifty prisoners who stayed on
protest were forcibly dragged off the
yard by mass numbers of screws -
many of whom apparently were
drafted from outside, for the purpose
of brutalising those showing resistance
to the regime.

Many prisoners haye been
sadistically beaten for their part in this
protest and shunted off to other prisons
to isolate those men in Strangeways
who have the courage and
determination to fight back. Two
prisoners who have been hammered
for their part in the protest are Mr
Macdonald and Mr Zenlli, Please
write messages of solidarity to these
prisoners,

Ex-prisoner

HM Prison, Strangeways, Southall
Street, Manchester M60 9AH

B WATCHDOGS

Dear FRFI,
‘Zionism the second apartheid' (FRF/
69) by Eddic Abrahams exploded all
the myths surrounding Israel. A recent
pamphlet *Israel and South Africa:
Zionism and Apartheid” reveals
further many of the connections
between these two fascist states.

For instance, two months after the
United States - Istuel Free Trade
Agreement wis signed in 1985;

Israeli officials were i South
Africa encouraging South African
manufacturers and exparters o sgl

B WEWILLALL
WALK FREE

Dear FRFI,
Due to the appeal in FRFI 69 for letters
of support to be sent to the three
framed Broadwater Farm prisoners, |
responded to it, and wrote a letter to
Winston Silcott iand Engin Raghip in
the Scrubs. 1 received a letter back
from Winston yesterday and he
explained to me how they were
grateful to receive my letter. He went
on o tel me about the showtrial,
Contrary to anybody else’s beliefs |
found Winston to be a very nice guy,
polite, prateful and strong. He assured

SR e O
me that Engin and himself *would not’
give up their fight as ‘they know they
are right’, I didn’t expect a reply, as |
stated in my letter of support that they
would probably have other more
important commitments, ie appeals
glc, etc. Sa it was a very nice surprise
1o hear from them.

Winston expressed very deep
concern of how ‘the people” should
campaign to prove their innocence. If
the people rally and prove his
innocence, then one day they will all
walk free,

In the struggle, One Love,
Jimmy Butler
(HM Prison Frankland)

+ although the free trade agreement
calls for at least 25 per cent added
value to qualify. Bring your
products in, we'll put a Made in
fsrael label on them and off they go.
Offthey go to all the municipalities
in the United States that have
mamaged to have neighbourhood
campaigns and get the South
African goods off the shelves | . .
Israc! has the same agreement with
the EEC. all its industrial products
come in duty free. Now that South
African fruit has been banned from
the United States and looks likely to
be banned from the EEC as well,

business.”

Behind both Israel and South Africa
stands imperialism, As the Palesting
Liberation Organisation spokesman
Faisal Aouidha states, ‘The link
between South Africa and Israel is that
South Africa is the watchdog against
communism in Africa. while Israel is
the watchdog against communism in
the Middle East.’

Watch out watchdogs!

Israel and South Africa: Zionism
and Apartheid, £1, ISBN (:947918 02
7. from CAABU, 21 Collingham
Road, London SW3SONU.

up shop in Israel . . . you can bring the Israelis are undoubtedly going Andy Higginbottom
in totally assembled products. to get back into the fruit exporting London
J 0 in Wi GLASGOW FRFI
eets fortnightly at the : : S
Scottish Asian Action holds fortrél;gohutgsdlscusswn

the RCG

® Take the side of-all
those struggling against
imperialism—Join the
RCG!

® A movement must be
built in Britain in solidarity
with the struggling
peoples of Ireland, South
Africa, Palestine, Central
America, Heip us to do
this—Join the RCG!

® A movement must be
built here In Britain which
stands with the oppressed
fighting racism,
repression and poverty.
Help us build this
movement—Join the RCG!
® A movement must be
built which challenges and
defeats the treachery of
the opportunist leaders of
Britain's Labour and trade
union movement—Join the
RCG!

| wish to join/receive more
information about the RCG

Name
Address

Tel
Return to: FRFI, BCM Box

5909, London WC1N 3XX

Committee offices, 537
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow
Next meetings: Wednesday

12 and 26 August
at 7.30pm

DUNDEE VMDC
PUBLIC MEETING

6 August, 7.30pm
Showing ‘Brass Tacks'
programme
For details of venue write to
Dundee VMDC Support
Group, PO Box 27, Dundee,

DG1 9DR I

ORGANISE TO FIGHT!
i*\:? FRFI Street Rally

*

Saturday 25 July
1lam-3pm
Free Speech Area
Outside Wood Green Library
Wood Green, London, N22
(nearest tube Wood Green)

% Speeches %

# City AA Singers %
# Bookstalls #
% Displays %

Next meetings:

5 and 19 August.
For details write to FRFI,
c/o Box 10, 340 West
Princes St, Glasgow

B MOAT HOUSE
HOTEL STRIKE

Dear FRFI,

On 2 April at Moat House Hotel,
Liverpool, 49 full-time and 13 casual
workers were sacked on the picket line
and have been there ever since,
Liverpool RCG went to support the
strikers.

Management claim that the strikers
have broken their contract, The
strikers said they found this newfound
respect for a contract of employment
laughable. Since taking over from the
Holiday Inn the management have
reduced one worker’s hours from 40 to
24; reduced sick pay entitiement from
15 days a year to five and then only at
the management's discretion; failed to
replace worn uniforms; scrapped all
Bonuses, including a free weekend's
holiday that staff got under the
previous employer. This was the
management’s idea of honouring a
contract when they took over the hotel.

The management have offered to
buy the strikers off but the strikers
have said that they won’t sell their
jobs. They were offered an
undisclosed sum, through ACAS, if
they agreed to call off the picket line,
The management thought it was
causing them embarrassment and
losing them business,

The strike has had support from
other trade unions, large companies
and the public in general. Conferences
have been cancelled, deliveries turned
away, guests have booked out. The
strikers are determined to win but necd
more support.

The shop steward who spoke to
FRFT had little faith in the Labour
Party if it came to power. He said he |
could see through the shit which the
Labour Party is made of.

Send motions of support and money
to: Sid Pearce, Bar Staffs Organiser,
TGWU, 37 Islington, Liverpool 3.

Paul
Liverpool RCG

Send letters to us
at FRFI, BCM Box
5909, London
WCIN 3XX

B STRANGE
COMPANY?

Dear FRFI,
How, I wonder, do Trotskyist
supporters of banned Polish Trade
Union Solidarity reconcile their
support with the facts about
Solidarity? The latest news about this
Trade Union is that it seems to be
implicated in the Irangate scandal!
Oliver North, notorious ‘rambo-
esque” anti-Communist, vsed
Solidarity officials to divert Soviet
rifles and Sam-7 missiles to the
Contras. Were Solidarity a
pragressive force, it would seem to be
keeping strange company - aiding
these fearless warriors of imperialist
reaction,

However, this would be ignoring the

socialist society. They would
encourage competition between firms
- bringing back all the old horrors of
the struggle for profits, markets,
‘productivity’ and unemployment.
These are strange demands for a Trade
Union.

It is worth noting that the leader of
Solidarity, Lech Walesa, sent a
telegram to Mrs Thatcher and Mr
McGregor congratulating them on the
defeat of the miners” strike. Is this a
good example of working class
internationalism and solidarity?

The Trotskyists argue that Solidarity
is a mass organistaion of the Polish
working class, and should therefore be
supported. Oswald Mosley was the
leader of a mass organisation within
the working class. Would they support
him? Or do they simply wish to see the

B CHEETHAM YOUT!
DEFY POLICE

Dear FRFI,

. The indestructible spirit of

Cheetham’s Black African Youth
Commune has yet again defied a ma
attempt by the Greater Manchester
Police to humiliate, subduc and
dominate. The latest action unfolde
10pmon 9 July.

Karl Lynch was stopped in his car
intimidated by community policema
‘Piekos the Hero' and other officers
wha became physical with him. He
remained calm and unaggressive.
Moved by feelings the onlookers
intervened.,

The police, who don't like to be
questioned themselves, reacted by
lashing out and trying to manhandle
more people. A girl of 17, Sharon
Wood was detained by a hold that
would have killed her. Cyril
Onwuzuligho protested against the
violence and was detained himself

From there a street battle began w
Cheetham’s young Afro-men, wom
and empathisers fighting for their
rights, including life itself. Having
learnt a lesson from Liverpool 8 the
youths erected barricades. Heywoo
Steeet has hosted such a scene
previously and it is not the young
peoples’ fault that it has reoccurred.

In 1981, youth and police battled |
out on Heywood Street. Then the
trouble-makers in blue had to make
truce. Politicians tried to retrieve the
losses and created another opportun

'DUNDEE FRFI

supporters groups meet
fortnightly.

Next meeting 23 August,
8pm, DASS offices, High
Street, Dundee

basic facts about Solidarity. They destruction of the socialist camp? for the blues to move in and get the ;
argue for a restoration of ‘welfare done.
capitalism’ in Socialist Poland. They Yours in struggle,
argue for an end to the planned Leigh 0'Connor Cheetham's Black African
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TALKING
POLITICS WITH
THE RCG

Weekly discussion
groups.
For details write to
FRFI, BCM Box 5909,
London WC1N 3XX

RCG PUBLIC MEETING

Free the Framed
Prisoners
Thursday 20 August
7pm
for detalls of venue
phone 01-837 1688

Speakers:
Sharon Raghip (Free the
Framed Broadwater

Mike Russell %hce)
VMDC

Organised by Manchester
RCG

SAY IT LOUD WITH

FRFI T-SHIRTS
Wear your politics on your chest!
T-Shirts are available to FRFI
readers for only £5 (includes
£3 to the fund drive for your
paper to go fortnightly)

Designs include: Hands Off
Ireland! Women in struggie!
Support Viraj Mendis in
Sanctuary. Free the Framed
Prisoners.

Or we will make a T-Shirt to
your own design.
Sizes: SIMIL. Colours: red,
black, white

Send your orders to us at;
FRFI, BCM Box 5909, London
WCIN 3XX
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MDC SHOWS
ITS POWER

4000 DEMONSTRATE IN MANCHESTER

On Saturday 11 July, Manchester saw its biggest anti-racist march
ever. 4000 people marched behind the slogans ‘Viraj Mendis will
stay! Stop all deportations now!’ The size and variety of all those
organisations, groups and individuals who were demonstrating was
testimony to the defence campaign's broad and democratic base,
and reflected the widespread opposition to Viraj's deportation.

ADRIAN LEVY/PAULINE HARRIS ]

\s the opening rally in Crown Square
zrew, Karen Roberts on behalf of the
VMDC welcomed contingents  and
aches from Birmingham, Bradford,
iristol, Cardiff, Derby, Dundee, Edin-
urgh, Glasgow, Lancaster, Leeds, Liver-
wool, London, Newcastle, Southport,
Wolverhampton and elsewhere. A bril-
ant and colourful hand-painted banner
~aturing a massive portrait of Viraj, led
ne demonstration as it marched to the
anctuary in Hulme. It was followed by the
Manchester Revolutionary Communist
sroup banner in recognition of the RCG’s
=ading role in the campaign. Church and
religious organisations marched next to
communists. An Irish Republican band
rom Glasgow marched beside anti-depor-
stion campaigns, City of London and
sher anti-apartheid groups, women's
 groups and lesbian and gay organisations.
| “olitical organisations and trade unions
- marched together with community groups

l und solidarity organisations.
- It was a historic demonstration. It was
oined by a contingent of the Liberation
: Tugers of Tamil Eelam with their banncr

Marching as representatives of the Tamil
people fighting for self-determination they
made a stand in solidarity with their Sinha-
lese comrade, communist and supporter of
the Tamil struggle, As their contingent
passed the Church, they took their banner
to the window from which Viraj was greet-
ing the march and raised their arms in a
clenched fist salute. The Republican band
played the Irish national anthem in honour
of Viraj.

Among the speakers at the final rally
chaired by Sarah Ricca were Father John
Methuen, David Reed on behalf of the
RCG. Anwar Ditta, Sharon Raghip from
Broadwater Farm and many others. All the
speakers, at both rallies. echoed the point
by Pauline Harris speaking for the VMDC
"When we are fighting for Viraj, we are
fighting for ourselves.” While Viraj was
unablé to attend the open air rally he did
speak at it! The VMDC rigged up @ micro-
phone from the Church. To enormous ap-
plause Viraj told the demonstrators: “The
campaign has reached a stage where it is
not just about one person. . . it has the
potential of turning into a national cam-
paign against all deportations . . . the
march is only a beginning . ..’ During

and after the final rally City AA Singers,
Waduku, who sported Non-Stop Picket T-
shirts, Friends of Dorothy and other bands
performed to the marchers.

The VMDC demonstration proved that a
fightback against racism is possible. Most
of the left groups, such as the SWP how-
ever chose to be absent from the march.
They have refused to work with the cam-
paign claiming that Sanctuary was a back-
ward step. They are wrong, as the pre-
sence of 4000 people proved. The British
left, tied to and dependent on the bankrupt
official labour movement, refuses to even
recognise Viraj's struggle, the struggle of
a communist and the VMDC as a part of
the working class fightback against That-
cher. The left has isolated itself from what
is one of the most significant challenges to
the government’s racist attack on the
working class,

The demonstration on 20 December
1986 which marked the beginning of the
sanctuary was 500 strong. Six months later
4000 people marched for Viraj and against
all deportations. Following the demon-
stration dozens of people have come to the
Church to offer help on the rota and do
work for the campaign. Six black youth
from the community came to meet Viraj,
shook his hand, told him they had scen the
march and wanted to join the campaign.
Asthe YMDC’s support grows, the Home
Office will become even more isolated.
Our message to them is simple - if they
think the 11 July march was large they've
seen nothing yet!
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The ane Minister and a sodden Dennis crfnge as their Jaguar speeds past the Downing Szreet p:cket

15 JULY JUDICIAL REVIEW

Home Office on defensive

Since Viraj went into Sanctuary on 20 December 1986, the Viraj
Mendis Defence Campaign (VMDC) has rapidly developed into a
significant national force. During the same period, the Home Office,
in its determination to deport Viraj to Sri Lanka, has become more

and more isolated.

EDDIE ABRAHAMS/CHRIS PROCTOR|

In January this year David Waddington
confidently claimed ina TV interview:

. we have simply got to wait until he
comes out, until he sees sense.’

Two months later, concerned by the
growth of the campaign, the Home Secre-
tary Douglas Hurd, intervened directly.
Concerned that the VMDC's success
would inspire a national ‘sanctuary cam-

paign’ he attempted to pressurise Father
John Methuen to betray Viraj. He wrote to
Father John in March claiming that the
VMDC:

. apparently has as its aim the en-
couragement of anyone subject to a
deportation order to seck sanctuary in a
church. I cannot believe that this sort of
tactic is welcome (o anyone who be-
lieves in upholding the law.’

The Home Office did not reckon with the
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principled stand taken by Father John and
the congregation who voted, following
this letter, never to force Viraj to leave the
Sanctuary. Neither did the Home Office
reckon with the energetic and organised
work of the VMDC which cnormously ex-
panded its influence in the local communi-
ty and nationally.

By July, the Home Office was so wor-
ried by the growing strength of the cam-
paign that it obtained an injunction to bring
forward Viraj’s Judicial Review by 3
months to 15 July. In a letter to the courts,
the Home Office explained:

“This matter has attracted very con-
siderable public attention particularly
overthe last 6 months . . . The applicant
* has a large support organisation and

Thousands march in Manchester

HINYE 3MEVHD

there has been a polarisation of opinion
in the Manchester arca | , . The Secret-
ary of State fears the community rela-
tions in the arca will deteriorate so long

as lhe circumstances remain as they ,
W

When the Home Office speaks ol
‘polarisation’ and ‘fears that community
relations” will “deteriorate’ they are in fact
acknowledging the power of the campaign
during Sanctuary. This power was shown
when the VMDC, in March, successfully
fought off attacks by the fascist thugs in-
cited by Waddington and the racist media.
It was shown at the 500 strong national

conference in April and the 4000 strong _
It was &

national demonstration in July.
shown in the 23 and 30 June Brass Tacks
programmes. Following these Father John
Methuen received over 150 letters, 90% in
support of Viraj. Equally significantly The
Times (24 June 1987) reviewing the 23
June programme counselled:

. there is more political danger in
the Government sticking to its guns than
inquietly giving way.’

Whereas in January the Home Office was
confident of slowly bul surely wearing
down the campaign and the Sanctuary, 6
months later, it is the Home Office which
is being worn down.

When the Judicial Review began on 15
July it was accompanied by a massive
wave of popular support and publicity for
the campaign., A press conference at the
Church of Ascension on 10 July was
reported by national and local media. West
German and Australian TV began docum-
entaries on Viraj's struggle. The 4000
strong demonstration was followed by a
mass lobby of Downing Street on Tuesday
14 July, Paul Boateng who had earlier in
the day spoken at the VMDC press confer-
ence in the House of Commons along with
Keith Vaz MP, declared at the Lobby:

. Viraj Mendis has become the sym-
bol of the tens of thousands of people
who are victims of immigration laws
andd who are in danger of their
lives . ..’

Paul Boateng and Diane Abbott joined a

JOIN THE

VIRAJ MENDIS
% DEFENCE

CAMPAIGN!

There are YMDC Support
Groups in:

® LONDON @ GLASGOW ¢
LEEDS ® LIVERPOOL ® TYNE
AND WEAR © BRIGHTON ¢
DUNDEE ® BRISTOL ®
EDINBURGH® BRADFORD

® CAMBRIDGE

Join one of these groups! If there
isn’t one in your town help set
one up! WRITE TO MANCHESTER
VMDC FOR INFORMATION AND
ADVICE:

c/o North Hulme Centre, Jackson
Crescent, Hulme, Manchester M15
S5AL Tel: (061) 234 3168

VMDC Appeal
£4,000 needed

The VMDC has become a mass
national campaign of organised
opposition to the Home Office and
its racist immigration laws. To win
Viraj's right to stay we need
money. The mobilisation for the 11

CHARLIE BA

|| July demonstration and Judicial
|| Review cost a great deal. We

| intend to expand our work even
| further. To do this and cover our
costs we urgently need £4,000!

* Send donations ta: VMDC cio North
Hulme Centre, Jackson Crescent, Hulme,
Manchester M15 5AL. (cheques and
POs payable to YMDC)
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VMDC delegation which delivered
15.000 more petitions 1o Number 1. As
the Review started over 150 supporters of
the campaign demonstrated outside the
Royal Courts of Justice in London,

Inside the Royal Courts, VMDC bar-
risters and solicitors, supported by a full
public gallery, challenged the legitimacy
of the Immigration Tribunal’s rejection of
Viraj's appeal against the Home Office
deportation order, The Tribunal has relied
on a worthless guarantee from the Sri
L.anka High Commission that Viraj will
not face persecution if he returns to Sri
Lanka. The Judicial Review hearing took
two days and the result is not expected for
another two weeks. In a letter to the Man-
chester Council for Community Relations.
Timothy Renton, David Waddington's
successor, has pledged that the Home Of-
fice will abide by the decision of the
Review. The VMDC on the other hand
will only accept VICTORY. Recognising
that even the right to a Judicial Review was
won through determined campaigning. the
YMDC will consolidate and develop its
support to win Viraj's right to stay and
develop a movement against all
deportations,

[ More on the VMDC on page 7 I
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