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BIRMINGHAM SIX

Crown appeals
to judges’ bias

The Appeal of the Birmingham 6 has ended and judgement is due
in the New Year. The case presented by the men’s lawyers has
overwhelmingly proved that the six were framed and that their
confessions were extorted by threats and violence.

Of particular importance was the
cvidence of former policewoman,
Joan Lynass. At first she testified to
the Appeal that she had merely seen
the men roughly handled. Later she
dramatically re-appeared in  the
witness box to say that she had cor-
cedled some of what she had seen
because threats to her family had
frightened her, She had seen armed
officers in the cell block area; three
officers ina room with one of the six
who was then kneed in the groin;
heard the men called “murdering
bastards’. Beatings and intimidation
were also confirmed by former
police officer Thomas Clarke.

The forensic evidence. so crucial
to the original case, was shown (o be
riddled with doubt, Dr Frank Skuse,
who conducted the forensic tests that
were said to have been positive for
nitroglycerine, cut a sorry figure in
the witness box. He had been forced
to resign as a Home Office forensic
scientist because of *limited efficien-
¢y". He had been asked by the Home
Office since January 1986 to write
down his test methods and results but
had only done so two weeks before
the Appeal. Skuse originally told
other scientists that he had used a 1%
caustic soda solution for the tests.
Using Skuse's method scientists had
obtained a positive result from the
nitrocellulose foundwin everyday

substances, Skuse now claims he us-,

ed a .| % caustic soda solution. Us-
ing this, another scientist found that
to get a positive result from
nitroglycerine, a swab would need to
contain 500 microgrammes  of
nitroglycerine - “a bucketful'.

In answer to all this, the Crown
casc was pathetic indeed. There were
no witnesses and it consisted of the
Crown counsel, Mr Igor Judge simp-
ly making unsubstantiated assertions
for several days as he reviewed the
evidence. He said that even if Dr
Skuse evidence was discredited there
remained strong scientific evidence,
What is #t? He said the new
witnesses, such as Thomas Clarke
were ‘not credible and wholly
unreliable’. He said that allegations
of assault Avere fabricated. He
asserted that the men had sympathy
with the IRA which, even if true, is
hardly sufficient to convict them. He
said the original prosecution case
was ‘overwhelming®, And that was
that, Either the government is
supremely confident that the Appeal
will be unsuccessful or they have
given up the struggle and they are not
usually known to do the latter.

The attitude of the Judges in-
dicated the problems faced by the
men and their lawyers. Of the idea
that the police had fabricated the
case, Lord Justice Stephen Brown
said disparagingly: ‘They would
have had to organise a conspiracy, to
commit a heinous crime of perjury
and forgery. There must have been
an editor-in-chief, a script writer’.
Lord Justice O'Connor said that he
was 'mystified’ about why the police
should use violence. Lord Justice
Lane granted an injunction preven-
ting a TV programme re-cnacting
parts of the Appeal using transcripts
as it would ‘undermine public
confidence’,

By any reasonable standards the
Appeal has succeeded in demolish-
ing the case against the Six. But by
any reasonable standards they would
never have been convicted. British
justice towards the Irish does not
operatc on reasonable standards.
The Appeal itself was forced out of
the British Home Office by pressure,
particularly in Treland. The Twenty
Six County government's needed to
have somcthing to show the Irish
people in return for the concessions

they have made to British im-
periabism in the Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment. Partly this was caused by
domestic opposition to the Extradi-
tion Act which asked whether, in the
light of the cases like the Birm-
ingham 6, it was safe to hand Irish
people to British courts, The Ex-
tradition Act is now in place.
Whether the pressure that wrung the
Appeal from the British government
is strong enough to win a successful
outcome, remains to be seen.
Maxine Wilhiams

The Birmingham Six

South Korea
election fraud

South Korea’s first direct pres-
idential elections for 16 years
ended in victory for Roh Tae
Woo, military dictator Chun
Doo Hwan’s chosen heir, Roh
received 37% of the vote, while
his two main opponents Kim
Young Sam and Kim Dae Jung
together polled 51%.

It was only the mass popular revolts
in May and June that forced Chun to
call the direct elections of 16 Decem-
ber. But both main opposition can-
didates represented only sections of
the South Korean ruling class. Vic-
iously anti-communist and anti-
working class they sought to achieve
power in the hope of subduing the
emerging mass popular movement.
In entering the field separately they
sacrificed the struggle to remove the
military dictatorship to their own
narrow ruling class interests.

Every day since the clections thou-
sands of people have clashed with the
police enraged by the massive elec-
toral fraud which helped put Roh into
the presidential seat, The govern-
ment has now banned all demonstra-
tions. However, the oppressed mas-
ses will continue to fight for demo-

cracy and freedom.
Eadie Abrahams
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Gorbachev and Reagan: one small stéb to arms control

Gorbachev wins first

nuclear reduction

At the Washington summit Gorbachev and Reagan signed the
INF (intermediate nuclear forces) treaty. Under the treaty all
land based short and medium range (300 to 3,000 miles) weapons
are to be eliminated: 436 US warheads and 1,575 Soviet
warheads, some four per cent of all nuclear weapons.

The treaty has yet to be ratified by
cither the Soviet Union Supreme
Soviet or the US Senate. The
Supreme Soviet is already commit-
ted to accepting the treaty . Inthe US,
however, representatives of the
military and of the arms industry are
opposing ratification. George Bush,
Vice-President, is the only one of the
six Republican presidential candida-
tes to support the treaty.

If, as seems likely, the treaty is
ratified, there will be a three year
period for the missiles 0 be
destroyed. During this time, and for
ten years afier, inspectors from both
countries will be able to demand on-
site visitsto verify that the agreement
is being honoured.

Gorbachey has made it plain that
he sees this treaty as a first step to the

elimination of all nuclear weapons,
He is pushing Reagan for a 50%
reduction in  strategic  nuclear
weapons: START (strategic arms
reduction talks). The only condition
that Gorbachev is placing on these
proposals is that the US adhere to the
ABM (anti-ballistic missile) agree-
ment for at least ten vears. This
would confine US ‘Star Wars'
research to the laboratory.

Reugun has, up to now, refused to
back down on ‘Star Wars’. US im-
perialism believes it is in its interest
to undermine the ABM agreement
and push ahead with *Star Wars’

While the treaty was being signed
the British government was forced to
admit that there were cruise missiles
at Molesworth as well as Greenham
Common.

Margaret Thatcher hypocritically
welcomed the INF deal as a “Christ-
mas present’ to the world. Thatcher
has opposed every step towards this
agreement, She is pressing ahead
with the modernisation of Britain’s
own weapons, She has made it clear
that she does not intend to let go of
any moré nuclear weapons:

‘We believe there should be no
further reductions in nuclear
weapons in Burope until we are
nearer parity on conventional
weapons and chemical weapons
have been eliminated.’

The Warsaw Pact countries have
proposed a reduction of one million
troops in Europe and an agreement
on the world wide elimination of
chemical weapons. As usual That-
cher's hypocritical words are a cover
for arms build-up not wrms
reduction.

Bob Shepherd

Polish Workers Party in
struggle for popular support

In the referendum (28-29 November) the PUWP set a high target
of democratic approval, stating that the measures would only be
carried through if supported by 50% of those eligible to vote.
After all, in the June election Thatcher was supported by no more
than 30% of the voting population

The result -a 68% turnout, with
67% voting for economic reform
and 69 % for political liberalisation -

was a setback for PUWP. Although

the turnout was higher than the 60%
predicted by the government, the
overall result shows that there is still
a very long way to go to win the maj-
ority of the Polish people to support
the socialist government.

In the last eight years Poland has
suffered the worst economic crisis
ever undergone by a socialist coun-
try. National income declined by 4 %
in 1979, and by a further 0.5% bet-
ween 1981-85. Only now has the ec-
onomy recovered to its 1979 level.

During this period there were two
rises in the price of basic foodstuffs

15% in 1984, 8% in 1986. As an
exercise in democratic participation
the Polish United Workers Party
(PUWP) decided to hold the referen-
dum to seck approval for a pro-
gramme of economic sacrifice - a
110% rise in basic foods - and for
measures of political liberalisation,

The major problems - the enor-
mous debt to the imperialist banks
and the inefficiency of the capitalist
sector in agriculture - remain unres-

olved. Poland's $36bn foreign debt
has risen by 38% since 1980,

While the Soviet Union suspended
all payments for five years from 14
August 1981, the imperialist banks
continuex to exact re-payment of in-
terest. Their politicians intensified
the pressure, by enforcing economic
sanctions,

‘Sanctions won't work” is the ob-
jection to sanctions against South
Africa. But against a socialist
country - well, that's a different
matter! And work they do.

Two years of economic sanctions
by the US, enforced a mere ten days
after the declaration of martial law
on 13 December 1981, caused an
estimated $12.5bn damage - equiv-
alent to half the foreign debt,

Socialist Poland is held to ransom
not only by imperialist bankers and
politicians, but also by the capitalist
sector in agriculture. Ever since col-
lectivism was reversed (at the end of
1956), the capitalist sector has been
responsible for 70% of food produc-
tion. The state has had to compen-
sate for the gross inefficiency of
small-scale capitalist agriculture by
means of large subsidies, to prevent

the price of food rising too rapidly.
The PUWP will continue to search
for 2 way to win the support of the
majority of the people to defeat the
crisis - unfortunately, the referen-
dum shows how difficult this will be,
Patrick Newman

Police gun
team Kkills
again

On the evening of 22 Novem-
ber, the Metropolitan Police
received detailed information
about a robbery that was
planned to take place the
following day in Woelwich,
South London,

They knew that at ten O'clock a
BMW would hold up a security van
in Hare Strect, From there the car
would drive to a row of garages in
Sunbury St, where they would
change from the BMW to a
Mercedes. It was there that the elite
PT17 gun squed were to lay in wail
for them, Robbery Squad officers
watched the robbery take place,
waiting until the BMW drove away
before pursuing it. As it drove into
the garages, the crack murderers of
the Met went into action.

Unfortunately for the police there
were wilnesses to the killings, One
described the unit of six PTI7 of-
ficers firing ‘three or four rounds
each. They were lined up like a firing
squad.' A woman who witnessed the
killing from her fifth-floor flat saw
the PT17 unit armed with revolvers
and pump-action shotguns standing
inanarc by a wall, Asthe car stopped
they opened fire, riddling the car
with bullets. The man that got out of
the car was shot to the ground.
Another in the car was shot through
the shoulder, ‘They dragged him out
of the car and tied his hands behind
his back .., an armed policeman
moved in and said with his weapon
pointing directly at the robber,
“move an inch and ['ll blow your
brains out”’ ' 'One policeman was
shightly injured.

This latest killing came only 24
hours after Glyn Davis (29}, a man
involved in a custody battle over his
daughter, was trapped and then kill-
ed in a country lane by two police
marksmen,

On 9 July 1987 two armed robbers
were shot dead by the clite PTI7
squad. A third had a bullet lodged in
his spine. Like the Woolwich rob-
bery, cvery detail of the robbery was
known to the police in advance. In
February the same squad had killed
Denis Bergin in an operation iden-
tical in everv significant detail.
These killings follow a decision
made by the Home Office in
February for the creation of elite
police gun squads vn 24 hour call
D11 was converted into the much
higher profile PT17 and effectively
given a licence to kill. Since
February PT17 has killed four times,
Even according to the Metropolitan
Police, in 7,779 armed robberies in-
volving fircarms in the five years
1982-1986 no one has been killed by
armed robbers (see FRF170).

Nick Lewis

Labour joins attack
on lesbians and gays

On Monday 14 December lesbian and gay people disrupted parl-
jament during the debate on a Tory amendment to the Local
Government Bill forbidding local authorities to ‘promote
homosexuality or publish material for the promotion of homosex-
uality’ or to ‘promote the teaching in any maintained school of ac-
ceptability of homeosexuzlity as a pretended family relationship’.

The Labour Party front bench has
responded by supporting the clause
whilst proposing further amend-
ments to ‘protect” the civil rights of
lesbians and gays. This is rather like
supporting capital punshment pro-
vided there is ‘protection’ of the ex-
ccuted. Labour front bench spokes-
person Jack Cunningham said of the
Tory clause ‘We don't want to
change that in any way, shape or
form’.

Labour may yet bow to pressure
and retreat from this outrightly reac-

tionary position but its attack on les-
bians and gays began immediately
after the general election with
Patricia Hewitt's notorious letter
claiming that the issue had lost
Labour votes,

On Saturday 12 December the of-
fices of Capital Gay were firebomb-
ed causing £20,000 worth of
damage. The Tory amendment and
Labour's homophobi¢ réaction are
jointly responsible for this anti-gay
violence.

Terry O'Halloran



l POLL TAX

Six million people will be better
off. 30 million worse off.

e A working class family with twa
school feavers living in Tower
Hamlets will have to pay £42.38 per
week, Private tenants will  pay
through their rent: a single person
living in an inner London bedsit will
pay anextra £10,68 per week rent.

o Mulcolm Rifkind, Secretary of
State for Scotland, will only pay
£5.7610 £7.69 per week, for his villa
in Edinburgh. Margaret Thatcher
will save £1,900 on her Dulwich
mansion,

¢ The government claims that the
unemployed will only pay 20% of
the poll tax. they are lying. The
unemployed will get an 80% rebate
calculated on the national average of
£224 and not on the actual poll tax
they have te pay. An unemployed
person living in central London will
have to pay £372 or £7.15 a weck ex-
tra rent,

« Defaulters will be forced to pay (a)
the full amount that they ‘owe’, (h)
interest on the debt, and (c) either a
£50 fine or 30 per cent of the amount
owed whichever is the greater.

e ‘Deliberate’ defaulters can be sent
o prison.

o Information about every adult in
the country will be kept on a national

LIFE OR DEATH?

the destruction of the Welfare State

computer register linked ta the elec-
toral fegister, income tax, national
insurance, driving licénce databases
and police records. Failure to regis-
ter on time will result in a £50 fine.
Avoid paying poll tax and vou Jose
your right to vote; your right to any
welfare benefit; your right to any
public service requiring proof-of
identity.

e The Labour Party is already plann-
ing how it will implement the poll
tax. Pat Lally, leader of the Labour
controlled Glasgow council, said:
‘People may have to be paid to in-

form on neighbours trying to dodge:

the new comunity charge ... If
the government penalises councils
for not collecting énough money
then such a scheme, although moral-
ly repugnant, would be seriously
considered.’

e The Uniform Business Rate
(UBR) will be set and collected by cen-
tral government increasing govern-
ment control of local authority fun-
ding (England) from 44 % to 75%.

M KINGS CROSS: KILLER CUTS

Thirty one people were killed
in the Kings Cross fire on 18
November: the deaths were
caused by the cuts.

e Since 1984 the lifts and escalators
maintenance budget has been cut by
45% from £11 million to £6 million.
Escalators are now overhauled an-

nually rather than every six months.
After the inquiry into the Oxford
Circus fire LRT cut more than 100
cleaning jobs. LRT is pressing ahead
with automatic exit gates which will
mean 1,200 job losscs and even
greater obstacles to escape in the ev-
ent of another fire.

A fairly typical shift

‘I am a second year student
nurse with ten patients to
look after on a busy surgical
ward.

‘One patient returned from
theatre an hour ago. She
needs complete observation
for body function every half
hour. She is quite awake and
upset. She wants attention
now and painkillers. | tell her |
will help her as soon as | can.

‘I have to go to theatre and
collect an BO-year-old woman
who has had the toes on her
right foot amputated. Her
pulse Is weak, blood pressure
low and she looks lll. She
needs quarter hourly obser-
vations. The theatre nurse
hurries me out. She needs the
bed space for another patient.
‘On the ward again, | tell the
already frantic enrolled nurse
who is in charge about this

patient. She phones the doc-
tor. It is 2.30pm. The patient
develops urinary retention
and her intravenous fluids are
running too slowly.

‘Two of my other patients are
bed-ridden and need to be
turned every 2-3 hours to pre-
vent bed sores. They are both
incontinent. One Is wet but |
cannot get to her. Others call
out for commodes, bedpans,
the telephone.

‘My other post-operative pa-
tient wants help with a wash
before her husband comes to
visit.

‘The 6 o'clock observations
are due, then the drug round
and the suppers to give out,
‘The relatives of the old lady
want to know how she is. |
cannot tell them much as the
doctor has not come to the
ward yet. She arrives at
6.45pm after being in the
theatre all day.’

The material on this page shows the savage character of Thatcher’s attack on
the working class, Inevery field - housing, education, health, poll tax, public
transport - Thatcher is systematically dismantling the welfare state.

Her aim is to drive all public services into such a state of decay that semi-
detached Britain will support the shedding of some functions and privatisation
of the rest. Sermi-detached Britain, bribed with tax cuts, can afford mortgages,
private health, private transport and so on, It is the poor, the most oppressed
who bear the brunt of this attack.

The scale of Thatcher's onslaught has exposed the cruel deception of social
democracy, The organised Labour and trade union movement, intent on ap-
pealing to the same constituency as Thatcher has proved completely incapable
of defending the working class.

Left labour councils are implementing cuts, the left-led TLEA is attacking
teachers, the NUT suspends militant members, Glasgow Labour councillors
prepare to implement the poll tax, similar examples could be cited in every
field of struggle. This treachery is clothed with talk of ‘realism” and some
even distinguish between “Tory” cuts and “caring’ cuts. On 14 November
1987, Dianc Abbott MP, referring to Camden’s racist housing policy. said
that if there must be cuts, they should be ‘non-racist’ cuts,

There is no such thing as a ‘non-racist’ cut. All cuts are racist, sexist, anti-
working class because it is black people, women, Irish people, the
unemployed and the poor who need council housing, state schools, state
health provision and so on.

FROM RATE-CAPPING TO RACISM

When Ken Livingstone sold out the struggle against rate capping by setting a
rate for the GLC, he was deciding to side with the Labour Party led by Kin-
nock rather than with the working class. Few councillors, like those in
Lambeth and Liverpool, were prepared to be surcharged putting their own
privileged existence at risk.

Labour councils then tried to avoid this choice by accounting tricks, That
failed. They were once again forced to choose: defend their own positions and
their corrupt party or defend the working class. One after another they have
decided to save their own skins, Camden Labour council has gone from op-
posing rate-capping to promoting racism,

CAMDEN: A CASE IN POINT

In September Camden council ruled that Irish homeless families would not be
offered accommodation if there was accommodation available to them in
Ireland. Nine families have been repatriated so far,

Councillor Adrian States, one of the 11 Manifesto Group Labour coun-
ciflors who are fighting this racist policy, told FRFI ‘It is a policy of
discrediting the homeless and ethnic minorities in order to cut expenditure. It
is racist.”

This descent into blatant racism by Camden council reveals the racism in-
herent in social democracy. Councillor Graham Surety, Manifesto Group,
told the protest march on 5 December 1987 *Camden Labour council is carry-
ing out the historical role of the Labour Party in perpetuating racism.’ As
Adrian States told FRFI, what is happening in Camden is ‘Kinnockism in
action’.

DEFENDING OURSELVES

The racist anti-working class behaviour of Camden council can be found. in
one formor another, anywhere that social democracy is forced to choose bet-
ween defending its own privileged existence and defending the working class.

Some on the left whilst attacking Labour point to the trade unions as the way
forward. Camden shows this to be an illusion. The local unions have split,
NALGO is opposing the council, NUPE is supporting it. Behind this split is
Camden's threat to sack employees who oppose council policy. ILEA is issu-
ing similar threats. Hospital doctors, nurses have been threatened.
Everywhere, those who resist are threatened,

Political organisations tied to the Labour Party cannot be relied on either.
The Irish in Britain Representation Group has opposed campaigning against
Camden's repatriation policy for fear of losing its council grant.

There is resistance. Mothers in Camden have twice occupied the social ser-
vices office. Labour councils across London are regularly picketted. Women
chained themselves to the radiators on the day that Bolitho maternity unit in
Penzance was due to close, They are still in occupation - complete with
Christmas decorations, a phone, a bank account and arrangements for postal
deliveries and refuse collections.

Such acts of protest are taking place in many areas but if protest is to become
resistance certain lessons must be learned.

The resistance must he based on the most oppressed, the direct victims of
Thatcher’s assault, drawing in those trade unionists; Labour Party members
and others who are prepared to fight. The most oppressed must be in the driv-
ing seat, This is the only guarantec that the movement will be both effective
and protected against the treacherous influence of opportunism.

This page was produced by Terry 0'Halloran from articles by Alexa
Byrne, Gordon (nurse), Nick Lewis, Terry 0'Halloran and Ruth (ex-
student nurse). Information and background material was provided
| by CAPITAL Transport Campaign, Jo Dobson (Shelter Press Officer),
' HASSLL, National Federation of Housing Associations, Councillor
Adrian States and Councilior Graham Surety.

education. The poor, unemployed
black people will find their children
dumped in sink schools starved of
funds.

o ILEA is being forced to cut spen-
ding by £180 million in the next vear
ata costof up to 2,500 teaching posts
ad 6.200 ancillary posts, Teacher-
pupil ratios in primary schools will
fall from 1:17to 1: 30. Already Lon-

B EDUCATION

The Education Bill will break
up the state school system. It
will give councils the right to
‘opt out’ of ILEA and parents
the right to take individual

Over 3,000 hospital beds clos-
ed this year. 90% of hospitals
have a chronic shortage of
nurses.

o Waiting lists have risen to 48,000
for urgent and 640.000 for non-
urgent operations. 11,000 opera-
tions a year are not performed
because of staff shortages.

e The Office of Health Economics
says that between 1980-86 the NHS
was underfunded by £900 million.

® 30,000 nurses quit every year.

e Promoting better health pro-
poses £10 charge for eyetests; £3
for dental checks,

* David Barber, Birmingham hole-
in-the-heart baby, died after his

operation was cancelled five times

Pwo other chifdren died in stmila

circumstances in Birmingham. As
average of one child a day is being
turned away from Charing Cross
Hospital.

PAY

Nurses get special rates of pay, over
and above their basic for working
nights, bank holidays and weekends.
This is to be abolished in favour of a
flat rate of £1.20 per hour, a wage
cut for many nurses. The way is be-
Jng paved for nurses to coyver wards
24 hours a day instead of one shift
covering days, and onc nights.

o Nurses will have to work rotation
carly, late and night shifts: the effect
will be to reduce the total number of
nurse‘hours.

e The threatened closure of the
Bolitho maternity unit in Penzance
would mean women having to travel
50 miles to give birth, Edwina Cur-
ric's solution? ‘Let them travel by
taxi'.

o Margaret Thatcher suggested that
health authorities could avoid bed
closures by refusing to pay their
bills, So you can have a bed but no
sheets, food, medical supplies etc.

schools out of local authority
control.

® ‘Opting out” will allow the better
off to create good schools for their
children. It will allow, as Dewsbury
shows, racists to create apartheid in

don teachers are twice as likely to
change jobs or leave education as
teachers elsewhere, The cuts in
education ensure that state schools
will deteriorate so badly that support
for “opting out’, for those who can
afford it, will grow.

Staff nurse {(RGN: national average):
Police Constable (national average®):

Palice Constable (Metropolitan Police):

Nursing officer (top scale):
Inspector (national average*):
Inspector (Metropolitan Police):

{£pa)
8,600
11,499
16,103

12,955
15,294
22,597

*excludes housing and other allowances.

B HOMELESS

Homelessness in England has
increased from 57,200 house-
holds in 1979 to 103,000 in
1986: 80% increase,

e In London it has increased from
12,440 to 28, 970: 133 % increase

e In the five years to 1980 17,000
council houses were built in London
every year, Now the average is
4,2(x),

e In the |5 months to 31 March
1987 the number af households in
bed and breakfast (B&B) in London
donbled to just under 8,000.

e Spending by London boroughs on
B&B has risen from £8.5 million
(1983/4) to an estimated over £100
million this year. Monty spent on
B&B in 1986/7 would pay for
12,000 council homes.

e Since 1979 Housing Improvement
Programme (HIP) allocation (the
sum central government allows local
authorities to borrow for their hous-
ing programmes) in Bngland and
Wales has fallen from £4,849
million to £1,412 mullion: a cut of
T0%,

e Lewisham’s HIP allocation has
fallen by 77% per dwelling. As a
result Lewisham built no new homes
in 1986/7 and has no plans to build
any. Homelessness in Lewisham has
risen from 300 households (1978/9)

to 1,302; 160% increase.
e Camden's HIP allocation has
fallen by 75% from £75 million ta

£20 million. Camden now has
12.000 househalds in B&B at a cost
of £17 million.

* 7.792 households are packed into
530 B&B hotels. One central London
hotel owner makes £700,000 per
vear on | 50 beds,

e B&B is rising by 300 houscholds
per month,

e The Housing Bill will allow
landlords to buy council homes
These will notbe alloved (o return to
public ownership,

o The Bill will remove rent conlrols
and weaken security of tenure. A
macket rent on a £435 006 property ‘o
the south east is £86 per week: 15%
higher than the equivalent inertage.
» Housing benefit is 1o be cut by
£450 million and capped. A nurs
tiving i a one bedroom flat in Lo
don would have to spend an ext
£26.35 per week on rent; £38 ¢
her/his income,

e The Bill will apply only 1o n2
tenancies thereby directly incita
the new Rachmans o drive oul 2x
isting tenants inorder to create ' noy
ICnaNCcCIes,

e The Bill will create Housing
tion Trusts (HATs) 0 take
sounci] estates and sefl them of
srivate landlords, Neither
nor councils will have any sav n e
matter,
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As Christmas approached God
once again blew into the ever-
open ear of Manchester Chief
Constable James Anderton.
Anderton spoke thus: ‘Criminals
should be flogged until they
repent. I'd thrash criminals
myself most easily.' (Woman's
Own) The case of Elsa
Hannaway (see report this issue)
shows that Anderton's cops
have also heard the word of the
Lord and what Anderton means
by ‘criminals’.

On 26 November Liverpool's
Labour-controlled police
authority gave Chief Constable
Kenneth Oxford an early
Christmas present. They agreed
to increase the tactical aid
group, armed with CS gas and
plastic bullets, from 15 to 32.
They threw in an armoured car
and some bullet proof shields for
good measure.

TR

On 27 November bankrupt (in all
respects) ex-Tory MP Dudley
Geoffrey Stewart-Smith told the
London Bankruptcy Court that
the rightwing Foreign Affairs
Research Institute is mainly
financed by the South African
government. Stewart-Smith
disclosed debts of £150,388
and no assets.

PSR

In November Minister for Trade,
Alan Clark, urged private sector
companies to carry on trading
with aparthelid. He said that
Britain had ‘done very well’ by
increasing exports to South
Africa by 11% inthe first nine
months of 1987 earning a
surplus for Britain of £206m,
ISR

Seumas Milne, our favourite
AAM hack, was behind a move in
December in NUJ London
Farringdon branch to puta
motion to the forthcoming NUJ
conference condemning the NEC
for supporting Friends of Moses
Mayekiso. City of London
branch, backed by London
Freelance, is putting a motion
congratulating the NEC. LFB is
also calling for support for the
Non-Stop Picket. So there should
be some flying fur come April.
TSRS

The Central Statistics Office's
Economic Trends published on
18 Dacember revealed that the
top 10% of income earners
increased their share of total
post-tax income from 23.4%
(1978/9) to 26.5% (1984/5), a
greater share than that of the
whaole bottom 50% of income
earners. Their share fell from
26.2% t0 24.9%.
ja A ]
In November and December
the attack on the media
accelerated. Thatcher obtained
an injunction against Radio
Four's innocuous security
series; continued to seek an
injunction ordering Duncan
Campbell to reveal his GCHQ
sources; and won a Law Lords
ruling ordering
Independent journalist Jeremy
Warner to reveal his sources on
insider trading. Warner now
faces imprisonment. Meanwhile
Northamptonshire cops, without
divine intervention, are seeking
an order under the Police and
Criminal Evidence Act to force
photographers and news
organisations to hand over
unpublished film and
photographs of the Wapping
police riot on 24 January 1987.

Dollar falls through
Reagan’s budget
cut safety net

While no further dramas have occurred since the dramatic crash
of the world stockmarkets on 19 October 1987, the volatility and
instability of both the world foreign currency and stockmarkets

remain.

On 20 November the US administra-
tion announced that an -agreement
had been reached to cut the federal
budget deficit by a total of $76bn
over the fiscal years 1988 and 1989.
$30.2bn will be cut in 1988 and
$45.8bn in 1989. The $30bn cuts for
fiscal year 1988 include $5bn asset
sales, $9bn tax increases and some
$13bn spending reductions, of
which $5bn are defence cuts. In fact
only $23.8bn would qualify as red-
uctions under the Gramm-Rudman-
Hollings law - a law passed in Con-
gress which would have triggered
automatic cuts of $23bn if no agree-
ment had been reached. No wonder
the agreement had to be announced
with great pomp and ceremony with
emperor Reagan flanked by the top
Jeadership of .the Republican and
Democratic parties in Congress. For
the emperor has no clothes, nothing

Prisoner
beaten after
operation

FRFI 71 exposed the inhumane
and degrading treatment Mar-
tin Foran has been subjected to
in British prisons. Following a
hunger-strike in 1984, Martin
suffers from an incurable bow-
el illness which led to his being
given a colostomy operation
last year, Due to severe beat-
ings immediately after the op-
eration, it has not been suc-
cessful. Martin’s wife wrote to
FRFI to say that his condition
was 50 bad that he was plann-
ing to go on hunger strike again
to force the prison to give him
proper medical treatment.

In August Martin was senf to court
for having “kidnapped' a prison of-
ficer at Wandsworth prison in April
1986, again to draw attention to his
medical condition and the pain he
was suffering. The Home Office re-
fused to hand over his medical rec-
ords to the court and the case was ad-
journed while an order was served
compelling them to do 5o,

On 26 November the Old Bailey
sentenced Martin to a further six
years in addition to the eight he is
already serving. This latest piece of
‘justice’ enforces the fears of Mar-
tin's friends and family that his con-
dition will continue to be ignored and
any attempts made at highlighting his
pain will be replied to with brutality;
and that, untreated, he will deterior-
ate and may even dic.

The conspiracy of prison authori-
ties, courts and the Home Office to
torture Martin Foran cannot be ig-
nored and we ask all our readers to
take up the case.

Send messages of support and soli-
darity to: -
Martin Foran C51796, HMP Park-
hurst, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30
SNX,
Send urgent letters of protest to the
Governor at Parkhurst and to the
Home Secretary, Douglas Hurd at
the Home Office, Queen Anne's
Gate, London, SW1.

Nicky Rensten
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substantial
offered.

Not only is there some doubt as to
whether this agreement will ever be
implemented but, even if it is, it is
highly unlikely that the budget defic-
it in 1988 will be less than the
$148bn recorded in fiscal year 1987.
Not long after the play acting was
over reality returned.

On 30 November the dollar plung-
ed to a record low on the world cur-
rency markets. On 3 December West
Germany and Britain announced in-
terest cuts to halt the dollars slide,
The British rate of 8.5 per cent was
at its lowest level since March 1984,
The markets were unimpressed,
That same day on Wall Street the
Dow Jones index fell 72.44 o
1776.53, its lowest level since the
stockmarket crash on 19 October
(1738:42).

On 10 December the October;US
trade figures were announced and
showed a record monthly deficit of
$17.63bn, far higher than the worst
cxpectations and some 25 per cent up
on September’s $14. [bn, The dollar
plunged to a new record low of
128.75 yen. This time however the
stockmarkets did not respond.

The major imperialist powers also
appear to be prepared Lo ride out this
latest storm. As we go (o press no
date has been given for the much
heralded meeting of the Group of
Seven major imperialist countries to
co-ordinate policy.

being

was, in fact,

David Reed

Christmas
Solidarity for
Broadwater
Farm Prisoners

Fifty people joined a four hour picket of
Wormwood Scrubs on Saturday 19
December with a message for framed
Broadwater Farm prisoners Winston
Silcott, Engin Raghip and Mark Braith-
waite - 'you are not forgotten at
Christmas'. Relatives and friends were
joined by FRFI and the BPCJ. They
marched to the back of the prison.
Hearing slogans such as ‘Free the fram-
ed prisoners! Free them now!' pri-
soners joined in. Winston's father,
Walter, and Engin’s wife, Sharon,
were among those who addressed the
picket. The picket was jeopardised
when the Broadwater Furm Defence
Campaign's van failed to arrive to take
the relatives to the Scrubs, Luckily
Engin's brother had his work van
which allowed them to get there and

organise the event.

AZAPO

On a recent visit to Britain, Haroon Patel, Central Committee Member of the
Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO) spoke to FRFI. The Azanian People's |
Organisation has an estimated membership of 60,000 including youth and
women’s support organisations. AZAPO like other Africanist and black con-
sciousness organisations in South Africa has played an important and cen-
tral role in the recent struggles, yet it receives very little publicity in Britain
and no mention or support at all from the British Anti-Apartheid Movement.
We are pleased to be able to inform our readership about AZAPO and its role
in the struggle for liberation and socialism in South Africa. A message of
solidarity was sent from the Revolutionary Communist Group to AZAPO's
recent national conference.

Why was AZAPO formed and what is
its overall political perspective?
AZAPO was formed in 1978. It was
formed to maintain a continuity bet-
ween the 17 Black Consciousness
Organisations which were banned in
1977 as a result of the popular up-
surge of the 70s. We learned from
the political experiences of organisa-
tions like the ANC and PAC which
were banned in the 1960s, You will
remember that there existed a very
large political vacuum from 1960, up
to 1968, after which people like
Steven Bantu Biko founded the South
African Students Organisation and
the Black Pecople's Convention. But
of course it took cight years to find a
new form, a new means of organisa-
tion to express the political aspira-
tions of the people and their resist-
ance to the apartheid system. What
was significant in 1978 was that we
were able to form AZAPQ in less
than a year.

The political programme of AZA-
PO is encapsulated in the following
views and positions. Firstly we
helieve that our struggle must be
directed against the historically-ev-
olved system of racism and capital-
ism in South Africa. In other words

we are saying that there is an organic
link between the system of capital-
ism and racism, and that therefore
we have to fight simultancously
against apartheid and capitalism, We
do not believe that you can make a
separation between the democratic
demands of the revolution and the
social aspect of the revolution.
Nonetheless we also emphasise that
there cannot be a subordination of
the national question to the social
question, or indeed the other way
round. There has to be an equal em-
phasis on both,

For us the South African problem,
political as well as economic, is a
reflection of the world wide crisis of
capitalism. In fact in South Africa it
is only exacerbated by the fact that
the economic system exists on the
basis of racism which denies all
democratic rights to the majority of
the people.

Armoured cars approéchihg Alexandra township, June 1977

AZAPO including all those groups
affiliated to the National Forum,
who subscribe to the Azanian Mani-
festo,. have identified the black
working class as the driving force of
the struggle. We base ourselves on
the principles of anti-racism, anti-
capitalism, anti-imperialism, non-
collaboration with the ruling class
and the independence of working
class =~ organisations, - particularly
their freedom from bourgeois in-
fluence. We are also aiming at the
creation of an anti-racist, socialist
worker republic of Azania. In other
words a unitary Azania that will take
into account that our land has been
Balkanised and many parts of our
country have been deformed by so-
called homelands. We work on the
slogans of onc person one vote ma-

jority rule, one Azania, one Nation,
L

What role has AZAPO played in the
recent period of struggle, say since
19832

It is clear that the recent period dates
from the Rand Revolt in 1983/4.
After 1976 the South African gov-
ernment tried to make so-called
‘reform’ attempts, not only at a
palitical and constitutional level, but

also in terms of the labour movement
through the findings of the Wiehann
Commission. Since 1983 there has
been the mushrooming of several
organisations, amongst them the
‘United Democratic Front, allied to
the political positions of the ANC.
Also you have the National Forum
which we describe as a left socialist
alliance which is leaning towards the
development of a united front, There
is also the regroupment of African-
ists under the banner of Azaniap Na-
tional Youth Unity.

AZAPO undoubtedly played a sig-
nificant role in the campaign against
the tri-cameral parliament in 1983,
Some people may not be aware of
this but we worked in conjunction
with certain sections of the UDF, at
least T can cite examples from the
area where I come from. After that
there was the severe crisis in educa-
tion. In 1985-6 the Azanian Student

Movement, our student wing, was
engaged in the fight against bantu in-
ferior education. The situation is
more complex than the view present-
ed internationally. Nobody took into
account that what you had was the
encouragement of an indefinite boy-
cott which took place over two years.
We differed from an indefinite boy-
colt. Boycott is one weapon in the
arsenal of the oppresscd people, if it
is not correctly wsed it can work
against the oppressed people.

AZAPO in the last two years has
begun to concentrate its work on the
two trade union federations, NAC-
TU and COSATU. We played a vital
role in  supporting the union
CAWUSA, which went out on strike
early this year. We tried to link up
with the Railway Workers and
played a very important role in the
Post and Telecommunication work-
ers strike. We made attempts to in-
tegrate various community and pol-
itical organisations in support of the
great mineworkers strike.

The two federations that played an
important part in the unity talks aim-
ed at a single federation of trade
unions in our country were FOSATU
and CUSA. Also at that time there

existed general allied workers uni-
ons which were putting forward the
political position of the UDF, which
was still to be formed. There were
also unions created by the Labour
Secretariat of AZAPO and others
formed by groups of Africanists. By
late 1983 these unions formed them-
selves into AZACTU.

At the unity discusstons our view
wis that certain questions must be
resalved: the relationship with the
national liberation struggle; what
was its view on worker control, dem-
ocracy, ete. Unfortunately differ-
ences emerged and AZACTU was
excluded from the final round of
talks, CUSA pulled out in protest at
this exclusion.

So, when COSATU was formed in
1985 it was able to regroup over
600,000 workers. As a political
organisation we said that the attain-
ment of unity was a step in the right
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The Soweto uprising: Students march in support of detainees, August 1976

direction, We played an important
role in the merging of AZACTU and
CUSA - now knownas NACTU. We
are certain that both federations,
NACTU and COSATU must keep
their doors open because there may
still exist the possibility of one
federation. It is important for both
federations to aim towards unity.

Could you say more about the dif-
ferences which prevenred unity.

The eventual difference  which
emerged was on the definition of
workers leadership. COSATU talks
of a working class leadership which
would include all people who owe an
allegiance to a working class strug-
gle. The NACTU federation, or
AZACTU-CUSA as it was then,
says that leadership must be defined
in terms of the black working class in
the country. This is born out of the
different positions developed over
the historical experience of the strug-
gle, There are whife workers in the
country. they sell their labour pow-
er. You will have some sections of
white workers who arc oppressed.
Very briefly, historically, white
workers have alwiys organised to
defend their rights, to defend the
status of the labour aristocracy,
which in South Africa is created
through discrimination. It has con-
stantly identified with the Nationalist
Party. They should have been the
allies of their class brothers. They
have not developed a revolutionary
consciousness to merge with the
most important section of the work-
ing class.

Why did AZAPO oppose the visit of
Senator Edward Kennedy to South
Africa?

Scnator Kennedy like many other
liberals - those who represent the in-
terests of impernialism, had to come

to South Africa when the struggle
was reaching new heights. Our view
was that the Kennedys and such as
the Eminent Persons Group were all
trying to find new avenues for a
negotiated settlement. They aimed to
link up with the UDF. Some of its
sections have hoped for a National
Convention. Kennedy also wanted to
contact hiberals who support the
racist parliament-they were going
todiscuss the future of South Africa,

We also had to look at the role of
the Kennedy dynasty-in Cuba,
Vietnam, the assassination of Patrice
Lumumba. The aims of international
imperialism remain the same even if
they adopt different methods to
subyert socialist development. We
felt it was an important opportunity
to raise the consciousness of the
working class about the nature of
imperialism.

We alsodiscussed with people like
Desmond Tutu and said that while
you have the right to talk with people
like Kennedy, we also have the right
to protest against the visit. We
organised massive demonsirations.
The UDF in the Western Cape
region boycotted a meeting by
Kennedy.

You are on a tour of Britain at the
moment, What is its purpose?
We need to work within the reality as
it exists in Britain. Everything that
happens in South Africa is equated to
the ANC. Any support given to the
struggle is equated with support
giventothe ANC, It isour purpose to
encourage acceptance at every level,
and especially at a ground level, that
in South Africa pluralism is a reality.
If you want to give meaningful sup-
port to the struggle you have to
understand this.

I should clear up a number of
points, While we may have certain

fundamental differences with the
ANC and PAC, we acknowledge
their role historically and in the pre-
sent in terms of their influence on the
mass movement. We are working on
a non-secturian basis in relation to
the liberation movements and also
towards the international solidarity
movement, We also want to link up
with all those peaple who genuinely
want to take up a struggle against
sectarianism which may exist in cer-
tain parts of the solidarity move-
ment.

Of course we ure not here to intee-
fere with the internal politics of Bri-
tain. Nonetheless we reserve the
right 1o make some comments on the
situation, We hope that the British
Anti-Apartheid Movement, as a
result of a struggle within it, will
begin to adopt a new position in rela
tion to the South African revolution,

We are also here to rigorously pur-
sue the complete isolation of apar-
theid. We have heard a sickening
argument from Western Govern-
ments, particularly Thatcher and
Kohl, that the economic boycott will
hurt black people most. All of a sud-
den they have a concern for black
people, but really it is concern for
their super profits. This is hypo-
crisy. It is also arrogant. It seems to
suggest that black people, and esp-
ecially the liberation movements
who are agreed on the question of an
economic boycott, has not research-
ed or studied the consequences. It
will hurt black people, we are not go-
ing to lie about that, But we have suf-
fered for the last three centuries and
continue to suffer. We would rather
have an economic boycott than con-
tinue to suffer under apartheid and
capitalist exploitation,

In the recent period there has been a
veryhigh degree of repression. What

would you like to see in Britain in
response?

It is imperative to continue with the
campaigns which exist, It is nec-
essary to identify different organisa-
tions which suffer repression. In
1986 AZAPO suffered the detention
of over 630 of its cadres. This was
not known anywhere international-
ly. We know that it is politically cor-
rect to call for the release of all
political prisoners, but we are also
sensitive to the fact that for people to
identify and be involved in a real
campaign of solidarity it is necessary
to identify individuals or organisa-
tions. That is OK as long as it is in
conjunction with calling for the
release of all political prisoners,

I just want to state that in the case
of the campaign calling for the
release of Moses Mayekiso, the posi-
tion of AZAPQ is 1o support the cam-
paign. We were not surprised that
certain organisations decided not to,
calling it a “personality cult'. We
don’t think that is true. Moses
Mayekiso symbolises the most ad-
vanced sections of leadership of the
working class in our country,

There has been a generalised
repression. In 1985-6 the UDF were
amongst thase who experienced the
highest degree of repression. If you
carefully analyse the situation, be-
cause of the political divide in South
Africabetween those whoare talking
of a national democratic struggle and
those are fully rooted in the struggle
for socialism, because of the change
dynamically taking place at a ground
level, there will be new alignments
and regroupments. As a result we
believe that the focus of repression
will shift. This year alone 850 people
from AZAPO were detained. On 10
October the Azanian Manifesto was
banned. It cannot be distributed or
discussed.

AZAPO and NACTU activists recently

detained:

Thami Meerwa — AZAPO and NACTU member

Thabo Sehume Central Transvaal Regional Chair
AZAPO

Thabo Mafihla — President Azanian Youth Organisation

Silly Mosupye — Secretary Atteridgeville AZAPO

Kedibone Meso — Regilonal Secretary-Treasurer Azanian
Youth Organisation

Dennis Ndlovu — Chair AZAPO-Mamelodi

Brutus Manana — National Organiser Azanian Youth

Organisation

Sharpevivlle 6 must not hang

The Sharpeville Six, Theresa
Ramashamula, Mojafela Regin-
ald Sefatsa, Francis Don Mok-
hesi, Reid Malepo Mokoena,
Duma Khumalo and Moses Din-
iso; have had their appeal against
the death sentence rejected. They
could be hanged at any time.

They were charged with the
murcer of a stooge councillor
during the uprising in Sharpe-
ville in September 1984. The
charges are a frame-up intended
as a warning to black people not
to resist apartheid, The prisoners
have alibis and they were tor-
tured in detention. Theresa Ram-
ashamula is the first woman to be
sentenced o death in a political
trial.

City AA has held several pick-
ets and events protesting against
the death sentences. Pickets of

| the Embassy have been sup-

ported by PAC representatives in

Britain, On Friday 18 December,
picketers from the Non-Stop
Picket marched six times bet
ween South Africa House and
Downing Street, Furthér protests
are planned.

On 16 December the AAM
held a picket outside the Embassy
attended by 200 people including
RCG and City AA supporters.
Nevertheless the AAM managed
to conduct the event in their usual
sectarian fashion, relusing
allow all organisations to speik.
Their loudhailer failed to work
but even then they would not use
the Non-Stop Picket's mega-
phone because they would huve
had to allow others to speak. The
megaphone was, however, used
by the ANC speaker at the end of
the picket. Saving the lives of the
Sharpeville 6 requires maximum
unity, which unfortunately the
AAM is blocking.
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SMASH APARTHEID!

AAM moves along

the sectarian road

The AGM of the Anti-Apartheid Movement held in Sheffield on 28/29

November 1987 voted:

® Not to support all forces fighting apartheid and racism in Southern

Africa.

® Not to support or affiliate to any of the existing campaigns for the
release of Moses Mayekiso and his four comrades on trial in South

Africa for treason.
[ LORNA REID

The AUM was attended by 350 delegates.
It was the first to be held on adelegate basis
since the constitutional amendments were
passed at the 1986 AGM. The new con-
stitution excludes ordinary activist
members from the AGM in favour of
delegates from affiliated organisations like
the Labour Party ensuring that the AAM
leadership maintains control by excluding
political opposition within the movement.
Having finally excluded the main force of
political opposition within the movement,
City AA, from the AGM, the AAM lead-
ership was clearly looking forward to
holding an AGM that would accept the
narrow and sectarian boundaries they have
imposed on the movement, However, they
were not to have it all their own way.

&
|

Motions before the conference called
for support for the campaign to release
Moses Mayekiso and his four comrades, to
support all the forces fighting apactheid
and racism in Southern Africa, to support
the Non-Stop Picket and the campaign
fought by City Group to win back the right
(o demonstrate outside the South African
Embassy.

RCG delegates from,, London, Man-
chester. Leeds and Dundee attended the
AGM. We fought alongside delegates
from the SWP, Workers Power and
Greenwich, Westminster, Exeter, Fife,
Glasgow NW, Dundee, York, Leam-
ington Spa and Stockport Anti-Apartheid
groups on the principle of non-
sectarianism. The Standing Orders Com-
mittee did all in its power to keep serious
debate off the conference agenda.

Greenwich AA moved a motion calling
on the AAM to support other organisations
fighting apartheid (like the PAC, AZAPO
and the Cape Action League) in South
Africﬂ 'dnd Namibia ao vrell ao thio 51 eC
and SWAPO. This important motion was
taken at the end of Saturday’s agenda and
defeated with no time for discussion. Mo-
tions in support of the Non-Stop Picket and
the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign were
defily manocuvered off the end of Sun-
day's agenda.

On trade union solidarity the AAM en-
trenched its sectarian position by rejecting
the London RCG amendment (o include
support for the independent trade union
federation NACTU, formerly CUSA/
AZACTU, which has a membership of
400,000. Andy Higginbottom, delegate
for London RCG, and secretary of City
Group, said,

‘Delegates should know that going on in
South Africa are major debates on the
connection between the struggle to end
apartheid and the struggle for socialism
and in particular the role of the black
working  class . .. Delegates  may
remember the strike at SASOL in 1985.
The chemical workers there are in two
different trade unions, one is affiliated
to COSATU, the other is affiliated 1o
NACTU. They co-operate and work
together, There have been many other
cxamples of similar co-operation in sup-
portof the various strikes this ycar. The
problem with the original motion is that
it will only support those in South Africa
who subscribe to the Freedom Charter.
NACTU should not be denied solidari-
ty. If you support all those fighting apar-

theid you will support the amendment. *

Scconding the amendment Lorna Reid
speaking for Dundee RCG said *An effec-

tive movement against apartheid must sup-
port all forces fighting apartheid,’

Prior to the discussion Mathe Diseko,
speaking for SACTU attacked our amend-
ment as * . ., part of the government’s at-
tempts to destroy  SACTU...
The binding document is the Freedom
Charter and anyone who is attempting to
change that is suspect,” Comrade Dieal-~
vy Gvery 1100 0 call for support for SAC-
TU. He does not have the right to demand
that we support only SACTU, nor to claim
that anyone who differs is *suspect”. Such
behaviour is not the hallmark of a
democratic organisation. SACTU's views
on which forces the solidarity movement
in Britain can and cannot support were be-
ing explicitly expressed when SACTU
issued a statement to the trade union move-
ment condemning the campaign for Moses
Mayckiso on totally sectarian grounds.
This is in opposition to NUMSA and
COSATU who support action to free
Mayekiso and the Alex 5.

The AAM leadership was unable to
marginalise the combined forces cam-
paigning for the release of Moses
Mayekiso at the AGM and was forced to
change its position of complete silence on

the issue to *recognising the importance of

the trinl of Moses Mayekiso'. This
however was as far as the AAM was forced
to go. They voted against affiliating to or
supporting any of the existing campaigns
for the release of Moses. The SWP's sec-
tarian refusal to work with City Group for
Moses Mayekiso undoubtedly weakened
their own call for anon-sectarian approach
to the issue at the AGM.

City Group's decision to make Moses
Mayekiso a public campaigning issuc was
instrumental in raising the pressure on the
AAM, The lesson for all the forces who
genuinely want to build an effective move-
ment against apartheid is that sucha move-
ment has to be based on unity in action,

Heat of the night?

‘With the onset of cold weather City AA
non-stop picketers once again lit a brazier
on the pavement outside the Embassy at
midnight on 11 December. The brazier
kept the picketers warm for about 2 hours
before the police (sitting in their van with
the heater and engine going) decided thata
crime was being committed. The picketers
waited expectantly for the usual crew toar-*
rive from Cannon Row with fire extin-
guishers and prove that the spirit of
Scrooge still lives. But they hadn't reckon-
ed on Inspector Benn who called for the
Fire Brigade.

The fire officers, however, dubious
about the task, drove round Trafalgar
Square, shook their heads and drove
quickly back to the Fire Station. Not to be
defeated, half an hour later the police van
from Cannon Row arrived along with 10
hefty coppers and 2 dustbins full of water,
Gallons of water were thrown onto the
criminal brazier—all 1o no effect, the
brazier would not go out, but instead
belched columns of noxious smoke. Dec-
iding that it was better to dic from smoke
than let the picketers win, the police load-
ed the brazier into the van with hordes of
coughing policemen,

Asked by City AA's solicitor to explain
the illegal removal of the brazier, ChiefIn-
spector Burroughs, who is proving to be an
admirable successor to Cl Gilbertson
(L.SE), said that an obstruction was being
caused by the heat preventing passers-by
walking down the pavement! At 2am! CI
Burroughs educational background is, as
yet, unknown, but he obviously has not yet
passed his exam in ' Lying Convincingly".

Carol Brickley
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Above: PC AD125. Left: Jimmy
Brosnan who was beaten by off-
duty police officers. I8

Official & unofficial

police thuggery

At 1.30am on Sunday 6 December two black members of City of
London Anti-Apartheid Group, Tunde Forrest and Ronald Tomlinson
were viciously attacked by police officers on the non-stop picket.
Just over a week later, on Monday 14 December two other mem-
bers, Adam Bowles and Jimmy Brosnan, were attacked late at night
on a tube train by men claiming to be off duty police officers. Jimmy
Brosnan is Irish and he was beaten unconscious. In both incidents
City AA members were racially abused as well as violently
assaulted. Ronald and Adam are members of the RCG.

I. CAROL BRICKLEY ]

THE OFFICIAL ATTACK

Ronnie and Tunde told FRFI that they left
the picket at about 1.30am and walked
over 1o the steps of St Martin in the Ficlds
church, There they noticed a whit¢ man
with a placard supporting the apartheid
regime who was abusing a black passer-
by. Tunde and Ronald walked over to the
man to ask him what he was doing, but as
they approached a police officer, PC-
ADI125, came from behind them and said
to Tunde, ‘I'm going to nick you, nigger’.
He then hit Tunde across the head with his
helmet, threw him to the ground and pun-
ched him repeatedly. PCADI25 weighs
22 stone.

A large number of police then arrived,
five of whom continued to punch and kick
Tunde. He was then handcuffed, dragged
along the ground and thrown into a police
van. Witnesses say that he was screaming
with pain and bleeding. Mcanwhile
Ronald returned to the picket 1o let them
know what was happening, Police officers
chased after him and arrested him. Inside
the police van Ronald was punched in the
face. kicked in the groin and PCADI25
pressed his thumbs into Ronnie’s eyes.

Inside the van PCADI25 arranged for
his fellow officers to mark his own face, so
that Ronald and Tunde could be charged
with Actual Bodily Harm. The abuse con-
tinued inside Cannon Row Police Station
until both men were released. Both of them
attended hospital after their release. Cily
AA mounted a picket of Cannon Row
police station later that day and again one
week later (o protest against police racism
and thuggery.

Both Tunde and Ronald are regular sup-
porters of the Non-Stop Picket and Tunde
in particular has faced relentless police
harassment. In the space of 12 months, he
has faced five assault charges and has been
acquitted of all but a minor offence.

THE UNOFFICIAL ATTACK

Adam and Jimmy attended a City Group
meeting on Monday 14 December, After-
wards they went to the pub for haif an hour
and then went home on the Piccadilly line
tube. At Green Park, where they changed
tubes, they were followed by 3 men who
had been in the same carriage on the Pic-
cadilly line, one white, two black, and in
the tunnel between the platforms, these
men, claiming to be police officers stop-
ped Jimmy and told him they were ar-
resting him for being drunk and disorder-
ly. He was not. They handcuffed him,

punched him in the face and pourex a bottle
of spirit over his head, They took him to
the Victoria line platforn, saying that they
were taking him to Stockwell police sta-
tign. Adam accompanied them.

The beating continued on the train,
When the train arrived at Yauxhall the
‘policemen’ dragged Jimmy off the train,
shouting to the driver to keep the doors
open as they were police, They dragged
Jimmy along the corridor, and one of them
took Adam separately to the foot of the
escalator. Meanwhile, out of sight. the two
other ‘policemen’ beat limmy uncon-
scious and left him lying there covered in
blood.

Adam was also handcuffed, told that he
was being arrested for assault, and then
dragged up the escalator, Half way up
Adam, concerned about Jimmy, broke
free hurling himself down the escalator. At
this point the three men disappeared.
Adam found Jimmy in the passage un-
conscious. Both were taken tohospital.

A FAMILIAR PATTERN

There is no way of knowing if these two
cvents are connected or if the three men
who attacked Adam and Jimmy are police-
officers, special branch, hired thugs
employed by the South African embassy or
any combination of these. What is certain
is that since the non-stop picket began, a
pattern of events has emerged.

When the police are engaged in their of-
ficial orchestrated campaigns to remove
the picket from outside the embassy, the
level of harassment, both petty and very
serious, by individual police officers falls.
When these strategies have failed, as they
did this Summer when the police ban was
humiliatingly defeated. then police harass-
ment of women, black people, lesbians
and gays escalates.

Both City AA and the RCG will ensure
that the officers involved in both these in-
cidents are not allowed to get away with
their racism and thuggery. One thing they
should all know by now is that, after more
than 600 days, the Non-Stop Picket will
not end or be intimidated.

City AA is appealing to anyone
| who was travelling between
Green Park and Vauxhall on the
southbound Victoria Line bet-
ween 11.30pm and midnight on
Monday 14 December, and who
may have witnessed any part of
this incident to contact City of
London Anti-Apartheid Group on
(01) 837 60540.

l




FIGHT RACISM!

New Immigration Bill

A racist attack

on black families

When Douglas Hurd introduced his new Immigration Bill in Parlia-

ment, he claimed it was merely closing ‘loopholes’ in the 1971 Im-
migration Act. In fact, the Bill is a serious amendment to the 1971
Act. For thousands of black families it will mean brutally dashing any
remaining hopes of living a united and normal family life. Closing
‘loopholes’ will mean further undermining limited legal rights to fight
deportations. It will mean closing Britain’s doors to all but the

wealthy and privileged.

EDDIE ABRAHAMS AND
KIM COLEMAN i

The 1971 Immigration Act guaranteed
Commonwealth citizens settled here by
January 1973 an absolute right o bring
their families to Britain. The new Bill
‘eliminates the advantage conferred by the
1971 Act’. In racist Britain wealth alone
will confer rights to a normal family life,
With this new proposed legislation only
those who prove they will have ‘no
recourse Lo public funds’ have a chance of
uniting with their families.

Vicious as the 1971 Act was, it did con-
lain rights to legally appeal against Home
Office decisions. The new Bill removes
these rights for anyone who has lived in

Britain for less than 7 years, It also pro-

mises to remove the right of appeal for
black people who on trying to enter Britain

Dougias Hurd

find the Home Office has challenged their
right to settle here. It is in fact taking for-
wird the process of criminalising those
whao fall foul of Britain's immigration
laws. The new Bill will also make ‘over-
staying” a ‘continuing offence’. In 1982
the House of Lords ruled that this ‘of-
fence' could be commitied only once.
Now black people will be prosecuted for
each day they ‘overstay’.

The published Bill does not care to con-
ceal its racism. Its second clause ‘prevents
a polygamous wife with the right 1o abode
in the United Kingdom from exercising
that right”, Not even on the Home Office’s
own racist accounts do polygamous wives
present an ‘immigration problem’. There
are only about 23 a year, This clause has
been included only to whip up a disgusting
racist chauvinism against black people.
Not surprisingly, Clause 6 exempts Euro-
pean Community (ie white) members from
any of its restrictions.

Socialists in Britain must join the cam-
paign to fight this new Bill as part of a
movement to defeat all immigration con-
trols, The RCG is organising a speaking

. tour across the country to discuss the Bill,

Come to these meetings and join us in our
fight.

Black workers fight
racist council

Over 10 people disrupted & Leeds Coun-
cil Education Department meeting on 25
November in protest against its long-
standing racist policies. Of 19 posts adver-
tised in the department, 17 have been
filled - none by black people and selection
procedures were conducted by an all-
white. male panel.

In response to the protestors’ anger
Labour councillors, including the chair,
walked out and the police were called. The
demonstrators fought to be heard and after
Tory councillors agreed to listen, the chair
and others returned.

A week earlier black education workers

in Chapeltown refused to cooperate with
the department’s all white management
because of the lower pay for black staff
compared to white, and lack of promotion
‘We are sick and tired of being given the
“race’, posts at the lowest levels of the
service’,

The black workers have formed the
‘Chapeltown Community Action Group
and are organising against the Depart-
ment. Their demands are: the 17 appaint-
ments be declared void; the posts be re-
advertised and the selection/interview
commitiee includes black people and
women. Alexa Byrne

Police assault
Glasgow anti-racists

On Saturday 28 November four members
of the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign
(VMDC), including FRFI supporters,
were violently arrested in Glasgow at a
picket of the fascist British National Party
(BNP). A march and rally opposing the
BNP meeting had been organised by a
number of anti-racist groups including the
Scottish Asian Action Committee, Over
400 people turned out to march through
Glasgow city centre.

The fascists were meeting in the nearby In-
gram Hotel. Around 100 people formed an

impromptu picket, attacked immediately
by the police, who arrested the four claim-
ing they had tried to ‘storm the hotel'.
Three have been charged with obstructing
the footpath and resisting arrest. The
fourth faces three charges of police assault
and one of attempting to release a prisoner.
It 15 vital that the four are defended, The
RCG will participate in a defence cam-
paign on this issue making its long political
experience available to defeat this latest

police attack,
Glasgow FRFI

Law Lords new
threat to Tamils

VMDC defeats

On 16 December five Law Lords gave racist Home Secretary Douglas
Hurd the power to deport six Tamils to persecution and possible
death In Sri Lanka. Their decision overrules the Appeal Court judge-
ment of Sir John Donaldson, Master of the Rolls, that asylum should
be considered, on the basis of the Tamils' fears for their safety. Hurd
is being allowed to ignore all the independent evidence of torture,
murder and atrocities committed against the Tamils and their

police march ban

supporters.
The precedent has now been set for the
wholesale deportation of asylum-seekers
and refugees, In future they can simply be
lurned away at the port of entry without the
right of appeal. Another 580 Tamils are
among the 6500 refugees who will be anx-
iously waiting to hear the result of an at-
lempt by the six Tamils’ lawyers to take
the case to the European Commission of
Human Rights to prevent the deportations.
The Law Lords' decision brings into
question Britain's signing of the UN Con-
vention on the Status of Refugees - which

specifies that decisions should be made
based on the applicant's statements rather
than on a judgement of the situation in the
applicant’s country of origin. It is quite
clear that the judgement made by Hurd and
the ruling class will be based on their
political affiliations to the country of
origin, and upon their desire to prevent

black people from coming to Britain. For’

the ruling class considerations of life and
death of black people do nat enter into the
equation.

Virman Man

Black community
under siege

The Manchester police headed by James Anderton — who wants to
flog prisoners until they beg for mercy - have used the tragic death of
Elsa Hannaway as a passport to arrest 1,200 black people in Moss
Side and the surrounding areas.

Police attempt to disperse demonstration

Over 300 people assembled in Piccadilly Gardens on 27 November to
defy the police ban on this regular Friday night VMDC demonstration.
The VMDC march was caught in a 9 day ban on all marches invoked
specifically to halt the pro-Irish Manchester Martyrs march of Sunday
22 November. After an hour's rally, the majority of those assembled

| SONIAHUGHES |

On 30 October, Mrs Elsa Hannaway from
the Manchester black community was bru-
tally murdered in Whitworth Park. A
wanted poster was designed so vague that
any black person with rastafarian locks,
wearing a black, greenand gold tam, could
be mistaken for the alleged killer. Using
their 'investigation” as a pretext, the police
arrested 1,200 black people. They con-
ducted dawn raids on houses, smashing in
front doors and searching people without

warrants. Many of those arrested had all
their clothes confiscated for ‘forensic
tests’, while others were detained for up to
three days with only paper suits to wear.
The simmering anger of the local youth
expressed itself at two mass meetings.
Local community leaders were attacked
along with Manchester City Council for
doing nothing about the police attacks.

'RCG members received enthusiastic ap-

plause when they stressed the importance
of the youth organising themselves and
placing no reliance on those who claim to
be leaders.

linked arms and stepped into the road to begin the regular march.

ADRIAN LEVY

Some guarter mile down, a horde of foot
and mounted police barred the route and
attempted to forcibly disperse the
demonstration. Their threats of mass ar-
rests frightened no one. Distressed by the
VMDC's determination and the presence
of TV, radio and newspaper crews, the
police retreated and allowed a further rally
to take place hoping the march would then
voluntarily disperse. They were wrong.

Denied, for the moment, the ability to
walk on the street, the marchers took over
the pavement and continued singing and
chanting slogans. To no avail the police
again blocked the route and threatened ar-
rests. Escorted by some 60 demoralised
police the marchers eventually arrived toa
great welcome at the Church.

The YMDC's mobilisation to defy the
ban exposed the cowardly role of the
Labour controlled Manchester City Coun-

CHARLIE BAKET

cil. When Manchester police chief Ander-
ton first applied for the ban, the Policy
Committee agreed immediately. A week
later this same Council issued an “angry”
statement denouncing Anderton’s 'sinister
abuse’ of the public order laws.

At the rally the SWP and RCP opposecd
making a stand. The SWP used their
speech to attack the VMDC ‘advising’
against any attempt to march and instead
proposing petitioning and leafletting! Un-
willing to challenge the police the SWP
and RCP, rolled up their banners and left
just as the VMDC registered a succcess in
the struggle for democratic rights, We
hope that the SWP and RCP comrades hav-
ing assessed the VMDC’s successful ac-
tion will not make the same mistake
again.
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1987 saw the return to power of the most
reactionary Tory government of the post-
war period with the second largest majori-
ty since 1945. They were re-clected des-
pite record levels of unemployment, 16
million people living in poverty and public
provision of education, health, housing
and transport no longer meeting the needs
of millions of people.

An array of legislation introduced in
1987 or planned by this government for the
future threatens devastating consequences
for millions of people.

® Fowler's Employment Bill is essen-
tially a scabs charter. It is the fourth
legislative attack on trade union rights
since 1980. Young people who either
‘voluntarily leave' or are ‘dismissed’
from training schemes will lose their
right to benefits. The Social Security
Bill will take benefits away from those
who have not worked for 2 full years
and single payments for those on social

security will be abolished along with
the death grant.

@ Baker's Education Bill will allow the
rich to opt out of the declining and pur-
posefully underfunded state schools.

® The Poll Tax will be introduced to
crudely rob the poor to give to the rich
and threatens to disenfranchise sections
of the working class and oppressed.

@ The new Immigration Bill will further
restrict the right of entry of black peo-
ple to join their families, deny them any
appeal in the courts and cut off welfare
benefits. Refugees of brutal regimes
will continue to be denied entry.

® The Housing Bill is a Rachman’s
Charter which will turn whole estates
over to private landlords, derestrict
rents in the private sector and throw
thousands of low paid and unemployed
out onto the streets,

Coupled with myriad spending cuts, That-
cher is remorselessly pursuing the in-

1987 LOYAL OPPOSITION

WHERE IS THE OPPOSITION?
e e ol B eSS
The humiliating defeat of the Labour Party
in the 1987 election has only served to
force it further (o the right as it tries (0 ap-
peal 1o the middle class and better-off sex-
tions of the working class. At its con-
ference in Scptember 1987, the left were
further marginalised. their attacks on the
leadership being mere cries in the wilder-
ness as Kinnock consolidated his hold on
the party.

A Labour programme which will appeal
to the “£400 a week docker who owns some
shiares, a house, a car, and property in
Marbella’ has taken precedence over the
needs of the 16 million who live in pover-
ty. Kinnock has taken on board the
backward, chauvinistic and reactionary
prejudices of the labour aristocracy, who
fong since shifted their allegiance to the
Thatcher camp: on national security - ‘ifa
secret's worth having it's worth keeping *;
on Ireland - Kinnock described the RUC
murder of eight unarmed IRA volunieers
at Loughgall as a ‘significant victory
against the men of terrorism"; and on the
proposed ban on local authorities pro-

.r.

KINNOCK-KISSING BABIES
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moting homosexuality or the teaching in
schools of the acceptability of homosex-
uality Labour has joined with the Tories in
an anti-gay and anti-lesbian crusade while
claiming to defend gay and lesbian rights.
In the 1987 election, Labour categorised
the ‘gay issue’ as a vote loser among the
middle class and labour aristocrats.

Throughout the year the Labour Party
has totally failed to provide a focus of ef-
fective opposition 10 the Thatcher govern-
ment and it is unlikely to ever do so. Some
Labour councils are now enthusiastically
implementing drastic spending cuts on
behalf of Thatcher, Social democracy
under pressure exposes its real class
character as previously radical Labour
councils like Camden attack the poor and
resort Lo racist policies, forcibly repatriat-
ing homeless Irish people.

As the consequences of Thatcher's pol-
icies arc dramatically highlighted by ev-
ents like the Kings Cross fire disaster and
the deaths of babies waiting for life-saving
operations in NHS hospitals starved of
funds. it is not the Labour Party leading the
public protest but outraged professionals
and public sector workers, some previous-
ly Thatcher's supporters, now faced in
their working lives with criminal neglect.

Outraged professionals and Tory back-
benchers will only go so far as their class
interests allow. Real opposition has yet to
emerge, There arc some signs of it as
women in Penzance occupy a maternity
hospital faced with closure, nurses take 0
the streets in Truro, and opponents of the
cuts in Council services, tenants and the
homeless accupy Council Chambers and
disrupt Council meetings in Manchester,
Camden and Westminster. Pockets of op-
position arc emerging, but they are still
few, lacking political leadership and direc-
tion, some easily falling prey to the oppor-
tunist grip of the official Labour move-
ment and its left allies.

terests of her own class, Only the stock-
market crash has slowed the rush to sell off
cheaply millions of pounds worth of
publicly owned industry.

Part and parcel of the Tory strategy is
the legislation which tries to ensure that
any protest 15 stifled.

@ ‘The Public Order Act, introduced in

1987 limits the right to demonstrate and |

has given the police extraordinary
powers to criminalise political protest.
® The Criminal Justice Bill will streng-
then the powers of the judiciary, abol-
ish the right to challenge juries and
threatens to remove the right to silence.
@ Harsh senténces have been passed on
those who have dared to stand up for
their rights - intended as a warning to
those who might protest in the future. In
1987 Winston Silcott, Engin Raghip
and Mark Braithwaite were framed for
the murder of PC Blakelock at Broad-
water Farm. They have so far been

4000 MARCH FOR VIRAJ

AW INATHI

denied the right to appeal.

® Thatcher continues her efforts Lo deny
the British public the right to know
about or protest about the criminal ac-
tivities of the British secret service.
Employees in the public sector — nurses

DAVID REED & LORNA REID
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BUILDING
THE FIGHTBACK

A REAL OPPOSITION

e s
A real working class opposition can only
be built from below, To succeed it has o
break with the rotten, backward prejudices
of an essentially racist and pro-imperialist
British Labour movement. Its methods
must be those of the oppressed sections of
the working class: open and democratic
action amongst the people, oul on the
streets and at points where it can lead to the
most effective and direct action against the
Thatcher regime.

That this method of pelitical work can
even now hold back Thatcher's onslaught
is shown by the Viraj Mendis Defence
Campaign which has for one year resisted
all plans to deport Viraj Mendis to Sri
Lanka, Resolutely defying the govern-
ment, with Viraj taking sancluary in a
church. and basing itself on the working
class community in Hulme, especially that
part involved with the church, the VMDC
has won broad based support throughout
Britain, including the churches, trade
unions and the Labour Party.

City AA's non-stop picket outside the
South African Embassy has for over 20
months been the focus in Britain of effec-
tive opposition to apartheid and its British
backers, resisting all efforts of the That-
cher government, the police and the of-
ficial and unofficial forces from the South
African Embassy to have it removed. Star
ting from the core of young working class
people, black and white, City AA, with
open and democratic methods of work, has
gained the support and commitment of
broad layers of opposition to apartheid.

At the centre of both these campaigns
lies the communist politics of the Revolu-
tionary Communist Group and its news-
paper Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!

IN THATCHER'S BRITAIN THE POOR GET POORER

and doctors - are threatened with the
sack if they try to speak out against the
consequences of spending cuts.

No on¢ but the rich and powertul will be
safe from Thatcher's onslaught.

IN APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA, RAILWAY WORKERS ON STRIKE @ THE TOWNSHIP YOUTH PETROL BOMB TRAINS

1987 IMPE

1987 — CLOSE TO THE BRINK

R ——

1987 has sharply exposed the relative
economic decline of US imperialism. At
the beginning of 1987, the USA became
the world's largest debtor nation, dram-
atically illustrating the rapid erosion of US
imperialism’s economic strength in rela-
tion to its imperialist competitors, in par-
ticular Japan and West Germany. This
year saw the Reagan administration imple-
ment trade sanctions against Japan for the
first time since the second world war. A
trade war is on the horizon. It was this
background and the fear that the massive
US dett resulting from its growing current
account and budget deficits would force
the US economy, and following it, the
world economy, into deep recession, that
led to October’s stockmarket crash.

I'he crash exposed the fragile founda
tions of capitalist prosperity. The capitaliss
system, as one commentator put it,, "is alar-
mingly close to the brink”,




1987

IMPERIALISM’S
COUNTER-REVOLUTION

While imperialism does not feel strong
enough todirectly involve itsown forces in
destroying Socialist and progressive reg-
imes, its support for counter-revolution in
the form of ‘low-intensity warfare’ has
been stepped up in 1987 through its back-
ing for reactionary regimes and counter-
revolutionary armies.

In Afghanistan and Nicaragua US
imperialism's financial and military sup-
port of counter-revolutionary gangs is put-
ting unbearable strains on the economic
and social development of these countries,
forcing their governments into political
concessions in order to halt the war. In
Angola and Mozambique the same process
is taking place as imperialism’s represent-
ative in the region, South Africa, through
its support for UNITA thugs and MNR

HALTING

TH

cconomic and social damage. The support
of the Cuban internationalist fighters has
been a crucial factor in preventing the im-
perialists from totally devastating Angola,

In Ireland, the Enniskillen hombing was
used as the pretext for increased cotlabor-
ation between British imperialism and the
puppet Haughey regime in the Twenty Six
Counties in an all-out attack on the Repub-
lican Movement. The reality of the Anglo-
Irish Agreement is now clear - increased
co-operation between the two govern-
ments to destroy all effective opposition to
the British occupation of the Six Counties
of Treland. A difficult year lies ahead for

revolutionary forces in both parts of
Treland.
THE PEOPLE FIGHT BACK

In the Philippines the US-backed Aguino

bandits, continues to

In 1987 the total debt of Third World na-
tions exceeded $1 trillion (£1000bn). It has
become economically and politically im-
possible for these nations to pay back this
debt, By May this year, the major US
banks were forced to massively increase
their loan loss reserves and to declare that
the real value of their Third World loans
were at least 20-30% below their book
value. By the end of June, British-banks
followed suit, Three of the major British
banks reported losses for the six months to
30 June, The crisis is far from over and the
coming US recession will inevitably bring
it to a head.

PRESSURE ON THE

SOCIALIST COUNTRIES
T D — s ——
The statemate between socialism and im-
perialism of the last few years still exists
with no significant change on ¢ither side,
Imperialism is however stepping up its
relentless pressure to break that stalemate
and regain the initiative. Given thatthere is

inflict

severe

no sign of any countervailing force against

imperialism internally - from the essen-
tially backward working class movements
in the imperialist countries - this is putting
great pressure on the socialist countries
themselves, the people’s republics and the
liberation .novements.

The Soviet Union desperately needs a
halt in the arms race to end the massive
drain on its economic resources which is
holding back the political, economic and
social development of the country. This is
behind Soviet concessions in the recent
arms negotiations and the growing press-
ures on the Soviet Union to pull out of
Alghanistan and limit support for Nicar-
agua. Perestroika, the attempt to restruc-
ture the Soviet economy through greater
reliance on market forces, and glasnost,
the necessary opening on the political
front, are further expressions of the des-
perate need for the Soviet Union to ad-
vance cconomically to be able to withstand
the escalating economic, political and
military challenge of imperialism.
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government has increasingly resorted to

Xd

jow intensity operations and the use of

terror-gangs to destroy the people’s move-
ment, Coup attempts by the military have
only served to shift the government further
to the right. However, Aquino has been
unable to halt the progress of the National
Democratic Front and its armed wing the
New People’s Army.

In South Korea massive street protests
by thousands of students. workers and
church radicals forced clections on the
regime, and pushed the military dictator
President Chun Doo Hwang to step down,
As we go to press the results show that
Chun’s hand-picked successor Roh Tae
Woo has been elected with 37 per cent of
the vote amidst accusations of fraud. The
people’s movement will fight on when Roh
Tae Woo continues along the lines of his
mentor.

In Palestine the brutal might of Israel,
imperialism's puppet in the region, has not
crushed the fighting spirit of the Palesti-
nian youth in occupied Gaza and the West
Bank. That unconquerable human spirit of

IMPERIALIST

those fighting for justice shows itself as the
youth take on the Isracli army with stones
and petrol bombs.

In Sri Lanka the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclam faced not only the Sri Lankan
army, backed by British imperialism, but
also, under the Indo-Sri Lankan Agree-
ment faced the murderous assault of the In-
dian Army. Forced from their stronghold
inJaffna, the Tigers are regrouping to con-
tinue guerilla warfare against Indian and
Sri Lankan armics,

In South Africa, the brutal repression
and mass detention without trial of thou-
sands of political activists, the banning of
political organisations and draconian cen-
sorship have made open political organisa
tion almost impossible, This is the press
ure that is the background to the ANC
meetings with sections of the Afrikaner
ruling class and liberals in Dakar. How-
ever the fighting spirit of the people has not
been crushed but turned to new outlets and
txken on new forms.

1987 saw the trade union movement take

OFFENSIVE

the centre of the stage 300,000 striking
miners resisted the might of the racist
regime und the mining companies for three
weeks, demonstrating the enormous po-
tential of the black working class. The
strike staged by the South African Railway
and Harbour Workers Union against the
victimisation of one worker ended in vic-
tory as the workers supported by sections
af the township communities forced the
South African Transport management to
reinstate the 18,000 sacked workers
osane the revime’s contentiped atten,
s 1o destroy the people’s movement,
1987 has seeii the emergence of o focus of
opposition centred around the organised
working class.

WHISL we go 1l Lyss contdent Lt
the socialist countries, the working class
and oppressed peoples will be able to halt
the imperialist offensive, we also rec
ognise the urgency of building movements
in the imperialist countries which will take
the side of the socialist countries and op-
pressed peoples fighting imperialism.

THE REVOLUTIONARY
COMMUNIST GROUP

This year the political resources of the
RCG have been mainly directed into two
political campaigns: City of Landon Anti-
Apartheid Group's Non Stop Picket and
the YMDC.

In spite of the opposition of the official
AAM and their-allies in the Labour Party
and trade union movement, City AA has
built a 5,000 strong March for Mandela in
March and a 1,000 strong March for
Moses Mayekiso in October, while main-
laining the Non-Stop Picket outside the
South African Embassy. On 2 July, after
over 170 arrests, it defeated a seven-week
long ban on protests outside the Embassy
imposed by the police. Starting from
Thatcher's rejects — young, unemployed,
black and white - City AA has won [0 its
side thousands of supporters determined to
see effective opposition Lo apartheid,

Itis City AA's weekly, open and totally
democratic meetings to organise its act-
ivities, and its non-sectarian approach to
solidarity work - supporting all trends of
the liberation movements in South Africa
and Namibia and working with all trends
of the solidarity movement in Britain -
which have laid the foundation for its
success. City AA also defends all those
arrested on its activities, mostly success-
fully - of the 566 charges from 376 arrests
so far heard, 87 per cent have resulted in
acquittals.

This year the consistent political work of
City AA has shown many anti-apartheid
activists, as well as sections of the move-
ment in South Africa, that the sectarian
character of the official Anti-Apartheid
Movement s a major obstacle to soli-
darity. The issue of Moses Mayekiso was a
decisive turning point. The AAM and its
trade union and Labour Party allies con-
demned the campaign as a ‘personality
cult’, Fundamentally for them, Mayekiso
has the wrong politics - he rejects the
politics of the South African Communist
Party, the most influential political force
in the British AAM. The movement in
South Africa however, regards Moses
Mayekiso as a central political figure who-

symbuolises the unity of the community-
based struggle and the trade union strug-
gle. Fors this reason the trade union
federation, COSATU, passed a motion
supporting all campaigns in defence of
Moses Mayekiso, COSATU has struck a
mighty blow for a principled solidarity
movement here in Britain,

S
VIRAJ MENDIS @ IN SANCTUARY

The VMDC has organised along similar
lines 1o City AA. During the year of
Viraj's sanctuary in the Church of the
Ascension, it has organised a major con-
ference in April attended by SO0 people
and a 4,000 strong demonstration against
deportations - the biggest ever in Man-
chester. It has repelled racist attacks on
activists and the church, and through its
example has given courage 1o other anti-
deportation campaigns, Throughout the
year the YMDC, strongly backed by the
pricsts and congregation of the Church of
Ascension, has brought to the public’s
attention the iniquities of Britain's racist
immigration laws. Through its determined
and non-sectarian campaigning methods it
forced onto the agenda of this year’s
Labour Parly Conference, a mation,
passed unanimously to defend Viraj's
right to stay in Britain,

If the pockets of resistance now emerg-
ing against the Thatcher government's
attacks are to be tumed into an effective
movement, the lessons of the organisa-
tional and political experience of City AA
and the VMDC must be spread. It is when
communi‘sls put 1o the fore the interests of

LONNINA

NOSSL

oppressed that such campaigns, while not
immune to the pressures of opportunism,
are capable of fighting and defeating them
The Revolutionary Communist Group
over the next year will attempt to take these
lessons to the newly emerging struggles of
the working class against Thatcherism

The RCG has argued that if a new move
ment is 1o be built it must be centred on two
principles. First, il must start from the
muost oppressed sections of the working
class, defending and pushing forward their
interests. Second, it must forge an alliance
with the oppressed massed fighting imper-
ialism all over the world,

Our newspuaper. ‘Fight Racism! Fight

_ dmperialism!, throughout 1987, has con-

~sistently given voice to the political in-

terests and political struggles of the most
oppressed sections of the working class in
Britain. At the same time, it has informed
our readers of the crucial, heroic struggles
of appressed peoples fighting for freedom,
justice and democracy against imperial-
ism. In the last six months représentatives
of these movements have been given a
political voice in Britain, Through the
pages of FRFI they have offered to the
British working class the lessons of their
struggles and in return demanded solidari-
ty and support. From Luis Jalandoni of the
National Democratic Front (Philippines),
leaders of the Tamil Tigers of Sri Lanka,
women relatives of Trish political prison-
ers, to leaders of different trends in the
South African movement, links are being
established  with the vanguard fighters
against imperialism in different parts of
the world.

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism will
continue to build these links recognising
that it is the unity of the working class in
the imperialist countries with the working
class and oppressed masses fighting im
perialism in the oppressed nations which
offers the only possibility for creating a
world free of poverty, racism and in
justice. We enter 1988 confident that the
forces for socialism will be strengthened
and that this unity can and will be built
The RCG is determined to be at the centre
of these forces fighting to build the move-
ment in Britain.

JOIN US!
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NICARAGUA

Sandinistas defend
their revolution

@ US ruling class Is determined
‘wring concessions out of the
indinista Front and undermine
e Nicaraguan revolution. Hav-
g, effectively, militarily defea-
g the contras, the Sandinistas
il face an enemy wielding enor-
pus resources and able to wage
gefinite war.

~ TREVORRAYNE |

Nicaragua the cost of the US sustained
:Im war has been: over 45,760 lives
e 1979; one in ten of the workforce in
fitary service; $2 billion in lost produc-
g half of government expenditure
jerted into defence; soaring inflation
g illicit markets.
Ihese costs amount 10 enormous
gssure on the Sandinistas to make con-
gsions to gain peace. That is why they
med the Central American Peace Plan
7 August.
Predictably, indirect negotiations, on 3
pember, held in the Dominican
public, ended in stalemate, The San-
istas proposed a month long ceasefire
pog which the mercenaries would sur-
per their weapons and, in return, the
adinista  government would pardon
ge  counter-revolutionary  prisoners,
pend the State of Emergency, and allow
wra elements to take part i legal
ical life. The contras estimating that
y stand little chance in the open political
arc intent on weakening the main
of the revolution. Thus they
ed a reduction in the Sandinista ar-
the dismantling of the neighbourhood
committees (the basic unit of peo-
power in the Nicaraguan state); and
aking up of the agricultural cooper-
and their militias.
Cardinal Obando, the inter-
ghary in the Dominican Republic, the
s called for direct face-to-face
aations and a Christmas ceasefire.
last ceasefire, unilaterally called by
Sandinistas, from 5 October to §
sember, won over hundreds of contra
Fnors but was used by the CIA to
ol & massive munitions airlift and by
‘contras to launch a wave of brutal at-
ks on civilians as they sought to expand
b field of operations.
this ime Ortega was firm:

Dur position is that we cannot give a
Fuce (o the contras . . . We are going to
;zvnunuc fighting them tooth and
R ;
US SEEKS TO
FOMENT DIVISIONS

=

Five years of American support for the
pntras as a military force failed to gain
pem a political role in Nicaragua, but
jow . . . the Arias peace plan [is seek-
pe| the same end . . . (The Washing-
pr Post)

ger US pressure Costa Rican President
gs and Honduran President Azcona
¢ demanded that the Sandinistas
peiate with the contras, although they
pot obliged to, under the plan, until the
ppas lay down their arms. On 5
jember President Ortega told a mass
b in Managua that the Sandinistas were
pared to enter indirect negotiations.
b talks run the danger of boosting con-
porale and providing them with a plat-
p from which to appeal to the
praguan hourgeoisie.

be Sandinistas have outstripped all
i signatories in their compliance with
‘Peace Plan. They pardoned 985

o g

Top: President Ortea of Nicaragua. Middle left: political prisoners being released under
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the peace plan. Middle right: President Arias of Costa Rica. Bottom: Nicaraguans bury

another comrade murdered by the Contras.

political prisoners, including 200 former

Somoza National Guards. Understand-
ably, among a people that has lost
100,000 in ten years of fighting, this pro-
voked bitter opposition from some sup-
porters of the revolution. President Ortega
also accepted that the contras be allowed
‘*humanitarian aid” from independent

sources and invited Speaker of the US

Senate, Democrat Jim Wright, to join
Obando as a mediator in negotiations,

Throughout these manoeuvres and San-
dinista concessions the Reagan ad-
ministration has been threatening a S270
million aid request for the contras in the
New Year in the hope of extorting yet
MOre CONCessions,

No doubt the US ruling class is hoping to
foment divisions in the Sandinista Front.
The Sandinistas are an alliance of different
class forces: workers, peasants and
elements of the bourgeoisie and petty
bourgeoisie outside the Somoza family
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oligarchy, Tt is composed of different

political trends: communists, revolu-
tionary social democrats and Christians of
assorted orientations. If, reasons US
social democracy, the Central American
presidents place enough demands in sup-
port of the contras on the Sandinistas then
the weight and legitimacy of the contras
will grow apd sections of the Sandinistas,
facing an alternative of unending war, may
relent and make concessions that lower the
guard of the revolution.

Imperialism never gives up. The Nicar-
aguan revolution has survived all that has
been thrown at it: the consciousness of the
revolutionary workers and peasants has
strengthened as a result of the counter-
revolutionary war. Concessions would not
have to be made at all if there was a real,
active anti-imperialist movement in the
capitalist heartlands, able to force social
democracy either out of the way or into op-
position to counter-revolution.

%
Y j .
Victim of Duvalienst gangs

Duvalierists’ revenge
on democrats

A reign of terror forced the Haitian
Electoral Council to call off the coun-
try's first free Presidential elections
in 30 years. During the campaign
two candidates were assassinated,
Port-au-Prince’s main food market
was burned down and dozens of peo-
ple were killed. On 29 November,
polling day, at least 34 people were
murdered and 76 wounded in the
capital alone.

General Namphy blamed the Electoral
Council for the bloody fiasco, and prompt-
ly dissolved it. His army-dominated Na-
tional Governing Council (CNG) has won
a grim victory, and the Duvalierists have
taken revenge for the February 1986
upheaval which drove Jean-Claude Duval-
ier into exile.

When the Electoral Council stood by the
Haitian constitution and barred former
Duvalierists from running for office the
counter-revolution went to war. Soldiers
looked on or joined in as armed gangs ter-
rorised opponents and their supporters’
neighbourhoods. US aid doubled the size
of the army from 6,000 in 1986 swelling its
ranks with members of the Duvaliers'
notorious death squads -the Tontons

Macoutes. This summer, either in army
uniform or plain clothes, they killed some
30 people protesting at Namphy 's attempts
to abolish the Electoral Council, and
massacred 300 peasants demanding land
reform.

November's slaughter took place with
the US looking on with some satisfaction,
It has yet to construct a stable and ap-
parently respectable alternative 1o Duval-
ier's discredited regime. For the mom-
ent the US is content that Namphy, the
military and the Tontons Macoutes are
engaged in a war to decapitate the leader-
ship of the opposition, particularly the left,
and terrorisg the masses.

Namphy has called new elections for 17
January. This time it will include the
Duvalierists and the Macoutes, The major
opposition candidates have vowed to
boycott the elections, The opposition is
meanwhile organising to strike back. Dur-
ing November vigilante brigades were
formed involving 8,000 people (o protect
candidates and poor neighbourhoods.
These are the germinating forms of the
force that will finally settle accounts with
the Duvalierists and what they represent -
US imperialism,

John Bryan

Repressionin
Honduras

When the Central American peace ac-
cord was signed on 7 August, Presi-
dent Azcona of ‘USS Battleship Hon-
duras' quickly enumerated the parts of
the agreement that did not apply to his
country. He did not set up a Natlonal
Reconciliation Commission until Nov-
ember on the grounds that it was not
needed as there was no armed opposi-
tion - at a stroke ignoring the accord’s
other tasks such as opposition’s ac-
cess to the media, repeal of 'anti ter-
rorist’ legislation, and release of peas-
ants agitating for land reform - critical
in Honduras, second only to Haiti for
poverty In the Western Hemisphere.
Not until mid-November did Azcona an-
nounce any Intention of dismantling
the contra bases in Honduras. Thus far
the ‘Intention’ remains Just that: a
statement.

Meanwhile, in October, 30 peasants
were detained, and several tortured
‘for security reasons’. They had been
involved in land seizures after ex-
hausting six years of legal procedures
against government bodies. Some
were accused of kidnappings, bank
robberies and murder, and member-
ship of the Lorenzo Zelaya Revolu-
tionary Patriotic Front guerillas. In
December the Pentagon commenced
‘Fuertos Caminos '88 Honduras’ mil-
Itary exercises which will take place
along the Nicaraguan border and last

CENTRAL AMERICA

until June 1988 and bring an additional
15,500 US troops Into the reglon.
Mike Webber

FMLN refuse
ceasefire

Ruben Zamora and Guillermo Ungo,
leaders of the political wing of the
FMLN/FDR alliance, returned to El Sal-
vador in November 1987 for a short
visit after seven years of exile. Their
retum was made possible by the
resurgence of the mass popular strug-
gle and the Central American Peace
Pact.

Zamora and Ungo are social dem-
ocratic in orientation and President
Duarte was hoping they would disavow
the FMLN guerilia struggle led by com-
munists and consistent revolutionary
democrats. He was disappointed. The
two leaders’ public meetings were turn-
ed into mass rallies in support of the
FMLN.

The FMLN have thus far refused
Duarte's call for a ceasefire making it
clear that negotiations can only be bas-
od upon a recognition of the FMLN as a
major political force. Meanwhile the
FMLN's campaign of economic sabo-
tage has been stepped up, and in
September they claimed 700 military
casualties. In October they launched an
Important military offensive dedicated
to Che Guevara '20 Years of Latin |
American struggle - Long live Che's
guerillas’, John Bryan




Palestinian youth

fight Zionists

For ten days and more in December 1987, Palestinian
youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip staged the most
powerful uprisings against Zionism since the June 1967
occupation. Across dozens of refugee camps thousands
of youth using only petrol bombs, rocks and iron bars
challenged the might of the ‘Israeli’ army. Braving Zionist
bullets, they taunted their enemy ‘Go on shoot me or you
will die for our Palestinian land'.

| EDDIE ABRAHAMS

] refugee camps off to journalists,

threatening to ‘smash your camera
e i ————————— T YO <

Striicted security forces who used
tear gas, rubber bullets and live
ammunition against demonstrators
proudly unfurling the green, red
and black Palestinian flag. On oc-
casion, the: youth snatched their
dead from enemy hands to mount
impromptu funerals and nationa-
list demonstrations. In  East
Jerusalem a two day commercial

ming  banks and other Zionist
establishments. [n Nazareth, in the
biggest demonstration in ‘lsrael’
by Palestinians, thousands march-
ed in solidarity with the West Bank
compatriots,

Zionist Prime Minister Shamir
claimed that *these criminals know
that the army is trying not to wound
orkill them', Yet within 10 days 29
Palestinians had been Killed -
young children of 10tand | I as well
as people as old as 50. To deter the
youth, ‘Israeli’ soldiers used a
young Palestinian as a shield, tied
to the bonnet of their jeep. They
imposed curfews and sealed the

strike was followed by youth stor-

Youth from the Bureij refugee camp in Gaza fight the Zionists

British Director of UNRWA
reported u string of beatings and
abuse. Another UN official
reported Zionist soldiers urinating
in the water supply of Khan Younis
camp. A hospital in Gaza had gas
grenades dropped into its grounds
and ambulances were fired on to
stop the wounded being taken in.
The December uprisings were

SR

Gaza ‘accidentally’ ploughing into
a Palestinian taxi rank crushing
four Palestinians to death. But it
was more than just & response 1o &
single incident, Hadashot, an
‘Israeli’ newspaper, wrote that the
occupied territories ‘have become
more like Soweto . . . densely
populated, poor, with shameful
living conditions and full of
hatred." The uprising was a revolt
against these conditions imposed
by 20 years of Zionist occupation.

But twenty years of racist op-
pression has failed to break the will
of the poor and oppressed. Decem-
ber demonstrated its indestruc-

sparked off by an ‘Israeli’ truck in

tability. Press reports speak of a
greater degree of popular
organisation and leadership in the
current batties. Despite Shamir,
who described the youth as ‘ter-
rorists', ‘criminals’, and ‘hooli-
gans', the youth will continue to
challenge the might of the US fin-
anced Zionist military machine.
Despite their current isolation, the
treachery of Arab regimes, and the
collaborationists in their own
ranks, the poor and oppressed in
Palestine have again proclaimed
their determination to fight Zion-
ism and imperialism until victory
or death.

SRILANKA

Tamil Tigers fight on

Behind the Indian Army imposed news blockade, the
Tamil people and their vanguard the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), are fighting on against systematic

large scale atrocities. Some 2000 innocent Tamil civil-
ians have been kllled since the 10 October Indian Army
offensive against Jaffna. There are now 400,000 refug-
ees in the Tamil areas, The Jaffna Peninsula is subjected
to aerial bombardment, shelling and disruption of food,
water and electricity supplies.

Under the pretext of searching for
Tiger leader Vellupillai Prabhak-
aran villagers are rounded up,
shops burmed down and young
women raped.

The Indian government is seck-
ing to exploit the people’s war
weariness to force them to aban-
don the Tigers and is offering
cconomic incentives to guerillas

who surrender. This policy is not
working: Tiger operations now
span across the North and East of
the island, Indian Army move-
ments are restricted © major roads
anct they are relying on heavy ar-
titlery. They admit over 270
deaths. The Indian Army is pre-
paring more atrocities like the 2
December assault on a Tamil mos-
que which took I3 lives. The
Tigers are however prepared for
prolonged guerilla warfare.

Trevor Rayne

PRISONERS FIGHTBACK!

Barlinnie Trial

The trial of nine Barlinnie prisoners for the prison uprising
last January ended in late November, Three men were
found guilty of ‘mobbing and rioting'. Allan McLeish was
given ten years on top of the six month sentence he is cur-
rently serving. William Marshall recelved eight years on
top of the five years he is now currently serving. Hugh
Twigg got four years on top of his current one year sen-

tence.

The state has taken revenge on
these three prisoners for daring to
take action against brutality in
Scottish prisons. But the prison
authorities did not have it all their
own way. The other six men on
trial were acquitted of rioting and

all nine defendants were found not
guilty on the murder charges
against them,

Inearly December, Sammy Ral-
ston, who carried out a rooftop
protest and hunger strike against
brutality at Barlinnie, was found

not guilty on charges of assault.
was, however, sentenced 1o th
months for breach of the peace

Since the trials, we have rece
ed information that all the pris
ers who were on trial (includ
those acquitted on all charges)
being held in solitary confineme

As we go to press, Barlinni
again boiling up. At the beginn
of December there were many »
lent incidents, The prison auth
tics cannot disguise the reality
brutality and fightback in Barlir
prison.

Graham Johns

police

cells

Remember four years ago Leon Brittan, then Home
Secretary, promised to end the use of police cells
because of overcrowding in prisons? The ‘promise’
lasted two days Iinto 1984. Well, Douglas Hurd, his suc-
cessor was far more ambitious when he declared that
they would be emptied ‘within about a fortnight'. Over
two weeks later on 18 November this year there were still
800 men, women and young people locked in police cells.

Regular readers of FRFT will know
of the appalling conditions in the
cells, built to hold people over-
night at the most. Windowless,
damp. below ground, no exercise
or proper washing facilities, a con-
stant stench of urine ele. Access
for medical reports is impossible

so mentally ill and sick prisoners
have no care for weeks on end.
And the numbers have kept on
rising, at least fifty a week.
Recently it has come to light that at
least 230 young people, many of
them minors (16 or under) are be-
ing held in police cells, A boy of 15

Catalogue of
deaths in custody

Three prisoners died in Wandsworth jail between 7 Sep-
tember and 21 October. David Padbury, Kenneth Mukio
and Alan Prince were all found hanging from the bars of
their cells.

Michael Flynn, aged 32, was being
held on remand in Brixton prison
awaiting psychiatric reports. He
was found hanged in his cell on 4
November.

Mr Joseph Palombella, 40, was
found hanged in a cell at Belle Vale
police station, Liverpool, in mid-
November. He had been arrested
on suspicion of shoplifting.

The death of Mrs Rose-Anne
McGee, 35, in a cell at Romford

police station, Essex, has provok-
ed coroner, Dr Harold Price, to
complain to the Metropolitan
Police Commissioner, Peter Imbent.,
Mrs MeGee collapsed after taking
an overdose of paracetamol in the
cell. At the inquest the jury return-
ed a verdict of death by misadven-
ture - neglect would have been
maore appropriate.

Alexa Byrne

was kept for over twelve days i
London police cell, His modl
complained about the cold am
policeman suggested she bring
coats for her son. Social work
are being denied access to the
youngsters due to lack of spa
They have no access o educat:
or exercise and simply lie for d
on end in disgusting, deaden
conditions,

The majority of people in pol
cells are awaiting trial and .
sometimes remanded hundreds
miles from their homes, famil
and friends. A London boy, |
turned 17, was sent to Chester-
Street police station, Durham,
will likely serve his four month 2
aday sentence there.

Home Office spokesman hs
wittered on about ‘logistic p
blems' and ‘unsatisfactory’ con
tions. Hurd blames industrial -
tion by the Prison Officers Asso
ation, despite the fact that this ce
ed three weeks before 18 Nove
ber. Prison Offices had been ref
ing to admit new prisoners at fi
jails; Wandsworth, Pentonvil
Chelmsford, Camp Hill and As
ford. Their action was over m
Home Office rules stopping ov
time for POs. During their acti
overcrowding at these jails w
relieved, but 1,300 prisoners er
ed up in police cells.

As we have said repeated
Hurd's failure is a direct result
hard-line Tory law and on
policies - locking up thousands
working class people. Hurd }
now threatened the right of
mand prisoners 0 have fo
brought in. There are over 49 2

| men and women in jail and ph
es for 42,500, The cost of
prisoning people in police ce
since April 1986
million!

Was ove

Alexa Byn
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NEP: ONE STEP BACKWARD
e
At the end of the Civil War, Russia lay in
ruins. In 1920, the grain harvest was 56 %
of that of 1913; and large-scale industrial
production, the material basis for social-
wsm, was one eighth of its pre-war level,
with productivity falling to about 40% of
that of 1913.

Politically, the Soviét government faced
» new threat, from the middle and rich pea-
santry. The continuation of the civil war
policy of forced procurement of grain led

o peasant uprisings, most notably at the
‘maval garrison of Kronstadt (1-17 March
- 1921), the stronghold of Bolshevik power
‘Jduring the revolution.

~ To conciliate these sections of lhc peas-
antry. and to restore the economy, the 10th

Mm*h 1921) decided 1o introdoce the e
Economic Policy (NEP). How did NEP
‘operate and what were the limits to its suc-
cess?

It replaced grain procurement by a 10%

‘2% in kind; and prohibited the seizure of
livestock from peasants as a penalty for
mon-payment. Small industries, especially
rural ones, were denationalised or leased,
while up t0.95% of the distributive system
was privatised. The Bolsheviks were pre-
pared to make the most generous conces-
sions to foreign capitalists to promote in-
Jdustrial development, and actively sought
| Joans. &
~ But the capitalist ‘world continued its
blockade: loans were not-granted and con-
cessions were insignificant.”
By 1926, NEP had attained the objective
of increasing the harvest and securing the
~compliance of the middle and rich peas-
ants. Agriculture reached 90% of the 1913
level, factory production recovered com-
pletely.

But this was at a tremendous cost. In in-
wroducing NEP Lenin had warned that it
was a strategic retreat, and that * . . .toa

certain extent, we are re-creating capital-
sm. ' (CW32p491), It was a means to gain
‘sume not only for the Soviet Utiion but also
while '...our forcign comrades are
_preparing thomughly for their revolution.
pThe more thorough their preparations, the
more certain will the victory be. Mean-
~while, however, we shall have to pay the
' ribute. * (ibid pd92).
i The ‘tribute’ was paid mainly by the
: working class, poor peasants and landless
labourers, Hardly any new factories were
‘built during this period - worse still, be-
[lween 1922 and 1926 the number of regis-
ered unemployed increased eightfold.
~ While the working class was still strug-
gling 10 its feet, new enemies were raising
their heads - inthe countryside, the kulaks
\(rich peasants), in the towns, the private
iraders: a potential base for the re-emerg-
ence of capitalism.

Under NEP the separate class interests

of the kulaks began to emerge quite clear-
Iv. Although at most only 5% of peasant
households, by 1926 kulak farms produc-
=4 20% of the marketed grain surplus. The
poorest peasants, who made up 35% of the
peasant households, usually had no more
than 2.7 acres, no draught animals, and
n=eded to hire tools to work the land,

Agriculture was extremely primitive: in
1928 75% of the summer crop was sown
5y hand, almost 50% reaped with sickle
and scythe, and 40% of the harvest thresh-
ed with the flail. Under these conditions, it
would be impossible to feed the towns and
Be Red Army either if the kulaks became
Sostile to the regime or if an industrialisa-
son programme drew workers from the
sountryside.

Following the 1926 harvest, the Com-
munist Party showed that it intended to
restrict the power of the kulak - grain
prices were reduced by 20%. The kulaks
replied with a silent war, a war of starva-
pon against the Soviet regime. In October-
December 1927, the peasants marketed
oaly half as much grain as in the same
months of 1926. This would mean starva-
1son for the towns and the army.

The Bolsheviks initially responded with
emergency measures, procuring grain by
force. This was only a partial success: carly
i 1929 rationing was introduced in the
major cities. The kulaks fought back: dur-
img the first 9 months of 1929, 384 pro-
curcment agents were killed and 7C

Mikhail Gorbachev criticised ‘excesses’

. . if we assess the significance of collectivisation as a whole in consolidating
socialism in the countryside, it was in the final analysis a transformation of

fundamental importance.’

This is the first of a three part commentary on Mikhail Gorbachev's Report on the
70th Anniversary of the October Revolution, a speech given on 2 November (page
references are from the translation in Soviet Weekly 7 November 1987).

Gorbachev re-examined some of the most crucial episodes in the history of the
USSR from 191 7-41. This was not for academic reasons, but because many of the
problems encountered by the USSR then exist today: the relationship between the
USSR and imperialism; socialism and democracy; and the role of the party. This first
article examines the question of collectivisation.

Every successful revolution in a predominantly peasant country (eg Nicaragua)
faces the same problem as the USSR did in 1917, so the Soviet experience is also
directly relevant to the oppressed nations today.

‘No other
course

could be
taken...’

ASS WAR AN

wounded, The policy of conciliating the
kulak had reached its limits.,

The kulak danger was acute because
there were signs that imperialism was con-
sidering -intervention. The Locarno Pact
(October 1925) between the leading Euro-
pean nations confirmed the isolation of the
USSR. In 1927 the anti-Soviet forces
gathered momentum: in May, the Soviet
trade mission in London was raided and
diplomatic relations were broken off; in
October the Soviet Ambassador to France
was expelled,”

Increasingly threatened by imperialism,
the USSR was as isolated as it had been in
1917. No other revolutionary movements
had been successful; with the major excep-
tion of Germany, the revolutionary move-
ment in the advanced industrial countries
was very weak; and national liberation
movements were only just emerging.

COLLECTIVISATION: TWO STEPS
FORWARD

‘Inasmuch as messrs. the imperialists have
not so far decided to attack us directly, we
must utilise this moment for a decisive ad-
vance in the economic development and
collectivisation of millions of peasant
households. " (Speech by Molotov 15 Nov-
ember 1929).

The Bolsheviks resolved to attack on
two fronts: to expropriate the Kulaks, us-
ing force if necessary, and to collectivise
agriculture; and to rapidly build up large-
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scale heavy industry,

The programme of collectivisation was
announced on 7 November 1929; 10 days
later, a plenum of the Central Committee
uppealed for 25,000 politically experienc-
el industrial workers to go to the country-
side to assist the process of collectivisa-
tion. Over 70,000 workers volunteered,
and by the end of 1919 some 27,000 had
been selected by party commissions.

The process was forced through at a
great pace, On the eve of collectivisation,
collective farms covered hittle more than
1% of the cultivated area. Within three
months 57.6% of peasant households had
been collectivised. It was recognised that
as the process had been too hasty — about
halfofthecollective farms weredisbanded,
and the process carried out more thor-
oughly. It was essentially achieved by the
end of 1931 when 52.7% of the peasant
households and 67.8% of the crop area
was collectivised, This effected the de-
struction of the kulaks as a class.

But the kulaks took theit revenge. In the
same period, they slaughtered nearly a
third of the cattle, half the sheep and goats
and a quarter of the horses,

While recognising that * . .. no other
course could be taken . . . ' (py column 2),
Gorbachey is critical of the * . . . excesses

[which] occurred in carrying out collectiv-
isation . . . ' (pv column 3}, which, he con-
siders, were the consequence of * . . . the
erroneous ‘‘theory”” of an aggravation of
the class struggle in the course of socialist
construction.” (pvi column 1).

T4, NE DOTAWMEIRGIE 8 WRETHY, TPOIRYT ER (PHIROM,
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Class enemies of the first five year plan including kulak, priest, Menshevik and rich landowner. From a poster c. 1930

But surely the (unnamed) author of this
theory (Stalin) was correct when he argued
that: *In order to oust the kulaks as a class,
the resistance of this class must be smash-
ed in open battle and it must be deprived of
the productive sources of its existence and
development . . . * (CW 12 pi89). What
else could have been done in the circum-
stances?

Al the time, Stalin halted the process of
collectivisation after three months, be-
cause some comrades bad adopted a wrong
approach to the middle peasant by using
coercion and depriving him ol political
rights. He also criticised * . . . distortions

. bureaucratic decreasing of the collec-
tive farm movement . . . unworthy threats
against the peasants "(CW12 p208, p201).

Why did this happen? In my view it was
bevause the Bolsheviks unleashed a poor
peasant movement against the kulaks
which, owing to the qualitative and quanti-
tative weakness of the forces at their dispo-
sal, they could not always control.

On the eve of collectivisation, there was
only one peasant Communist Party mem-
ber in every 125 peasant houscholds. The
25,000 communist workers sent into the
countryside were a drop in the peasant
ocean — | worker for every 5,200 rural in-
habitants. Given the hatred felt by the
landless labourers and poor peasants
against the kulaks, given the overwhelm-
ing necessity of rapid collectivisation,
given the inadequacy of the Bolshevik
forces - is it surprising that there were ¢x-
cesses and distortions?

THE FIRST FIVE YEAR PLAN

The April-May 1929 Plan envisaged the
rapid expansion of the basic industries —
steel, coal and electricity. The annual
growth rate for industry was to be between
17.5% and 21.5%. This breakneck pace
made no economic sense, but was dictated
by the political reason given by Stalin:-'We
are fifty or a hundred years behind the ad-
vanced countries, We must make good this
distance in ten years. Either we do so, or
we shall go under.” (Speech of 4 February
1931, CW 12 p40).

The first plan (completed in four years)
was a colossal success: electricity produc-
tion rose 163%., iron 88 %, and steel 47%.
The number of workers employed in farge-
scile industry rose by 108%.

Within 3% yedrs the Soviet Union moy-
ed from fifth to third place in the world for
volume of industrial production. While the
Soviet Union surged forward with a
growth in industrial production of 86 % be-
tween 1928-31, the capitalist world was in
the grip of the Great Depression, with pro-
duction falling by 29%, massive unem-
ployment and wage cuts.

By contrast to the birth of industry under
capitalisim, based on the plunder of the col-
onies and the super-exploitation of the
working class, the USSR had neither col-
onies (unlike Britain), for forced loans (Ger-
many) nor cheap immigrant labour (USA).

Despite the priority of building heavy
industry, every effort was made to in-
crease cultural and social provisions for
the working class. 17% of the total expen-
diture was earmarked for education, muni-
cipal services and housing.

The 8 hour day (6 hours for miners) ¢s-
tablished by the November 1922 Labour
Code was not only maintained, but in fact
reduced to 7 hours at the end of 1929.
Other social provisions, such as retirement
at 60 for men (50 for miners) and 35 for
women, were far inadvance of any capital-

ist country at that date.

Gorbachev refers to these achievements
as . .. alabour exploit of epoch-making
significance, an exploit of liberated
labour, an exploit of the Bolshevik Par-
ty.' (pv column 2). Yet, her argues, the
methods of struggle were impermissible:

. the gross political errors and abuses
committed by [Stalin] and by those around
him, for which our people paid a heavy
price and which had grave consequences
for the life of our society.” (pvi column 1).

Could the Soviet Union have made its
giant stride forward in any other way? Did
Trotsky and the Opposition offer a cred-
ible alternative? What lay behind the
purges and show trials of the 1930s?

These questions will form Part 2 of this
series; Part 3 will analyse the position of
the Soviet Union in the current period.

|

[ PATRICK NEWMAN

FRFl invites readers’ comments.




HANDS OFF IRELAND!

Activities
Roundup

@ Aswellas holding a series of forums on
Ireland FRFT has continued to organise ac-
tivities in support of the framed Irish pris-
oners. A street meeting was held with the
WRP/Workers Press in Kilburn, Over 100
copics of the new Free the Framed Irish
Prisoners pamphlet and 80 FRFI were
sold. In solidarity with the Birmingham 6,
two public meetings were held on | and 2
December in Archway and Brixton, Sha-
ron Raghip, wife of Engin (framed Broad-
water farm prisoner) was gucst speaker
in Brixton. Speaking at an RCG public
meeting in Birmingham, Maggie Mcll-
kenny called for a ‘massive physical
presence’ at the Old Bailey on the day
the Birmingham 6 judgement is deliy-
¢red. She is the daughter of Richard
Mcllkenny, one of the six. Geraldine
Egan, Birmingham Trades Council and
Terry O Halloran also spoke.

® The Manchester Martyrs March, held
annually for the past 120 years, was bann-
ed by Manchester police and the Labour
City Council. The organising committee
decided to go ahead with a rally despite
threats from the Orange Lodge and Na-
tional Front. The RCG supported this
decision-and on 22 November three hun-
dred people attended including the H-
Block Martyrs Bank from Glasgow.
Speakers included VMDC, IRSP, Man-
chester Martyrs Committee and IFM. The
event, despite the ban, would have been
significantly bigger if, following the ban,
the Troops Out Movement and Sinn Fein
had not withdrawn their support from the
event - the latter on thegrounds that it was
not broad enough.

® On Monday 7 December the RCG held
a “Hands OfF Sipn Fein’ picket outside
Downing Street to protest against the
raids, arrests and detentions of Sinn Fein
councillors and others launched in Ireland.
30 people attended the protest which was
addressed by FRFI, WRP/Workers Press,
Irish Freedom Movement and members of
City of London Anti-Apartheid Group.

With One
Voice

Just as the British and Irish ruling
class used Enniskillen as an excuse
to attack the Republican Movement,
so did the British ieft.

The bombing on Sunday of the Remem-
brance Day ceremony in Enniskillen was
horrific. No socialist supports the random
killing of individuals.” Seciaflist Worker,
14 November 1987).

‘.. .atcertain times in history, Protestant
workers have fought alongside Catholic
workers , . . If the impasse is to be broken
in Ireland, then this potential of Protest-
ant workers will have to be realised . . .
Viewed from a Protestant outlook, En-
niskillen can only be held to be a sectarian
attack.’ (Socialist Worker Review, Dec-
ember 1987,

“The latest atrocity underlines the bank-
ruptcy of the IRA approach. It leaves Brit-
ish imperialism intact and wreaks carnage
against innocent civilians . . . British im-
perialism will only be forced to leave Ire-
land when it is confronted by a united,
mass opposition to colonial occupation
backed by solidarity action in Britain . . .
That opposition cannot be restricted to the
Catholic minority . , . Approaches must
be extended to the Protestant workers.'
(Morning Star, 10 November 1987)

‘Enniskillen will make it harder to raise
even simple demands like a ban on plastic
bullets, or the repeal of the more outrag-
eous parts of the emergency legislation. It
will lessen the chances for the Birmingham
6 to get justice.' (Seven Days. paper of
Communist Party)
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Protest against extradition

The ground for this operation was care-
fully laid. On 15 November Sir Jack Her-
mon RUC Chief Constable, issued a
widely-publicised statement that the TRA
was poised to make a major attack on the
army/RUC. Rumours that three shiploads
of Libyan weapons had reached the IRA

.were given prominent coverage. How-

ever, the targeting of the 23 November
raids showed clearly that the two govern-
ments’ real aim is to disrupt and criminal-
ise Sinn Fein and all nationalist political
activists.

In the Twenty Six Counties Sinn Fein
and An Phoblacht/Republican News offi-
ces in Dublin were raided by armed gardai
‘scarching for arms’. In the AP/RN offi-
ces, journalists’ files and sackloads of pho-
tographs were confiscated. Two staff were
arrested and charged with assault. In the
Sinn Fein office large amounts of litera-
ture were seized and Special Branch offi-
cers copied out lists of branches and mem-
bers. In Cork the Sinn Fein office and shop
were raided twice, The gardai threatened
1o ¢lose the shop if Birmingham 6 posters
were not taken dowt.

On 22 November nine Sinn Fein mem-
bers attending a seminar in County Clare

‘,..internment is now a live option and will, when/if it is Intro-
duced, be more likely on a 32-County basis.’

Gerry Adams

The relevance of Gerry Adams’ warning was shown on 23 November
when the British and Twenty Six County army and police conducted a
huge military operation north and south of the border. In the Twenty
Six Counties a force of over 7,000 conducted searches and raids af-
fecting thousands of people and lasting several days. In the Six Coun-
ties there were raids in Derry, Belfast, Strabane, Armagh and Tyrone.
Dozens of Sinn Fein activists were arrested both north and south.
Under cover of the anti-Republican atmosphere generated by the En-
niskillen bombing, the British and Twenty Six County governments
have embarked on large scale repression and the target is the Repub-

lican Movement.
I MAXINE WILLIAMS |

were arrested and held for 7 hours. In
Donegal large numbers of homes were
raided including those of former H-Block
activists and even Independent Fianna Fail
TD Neil Blancy's home was raided. In
other border areas, hundreds of homes and
farms were searched. The office of the
Irish Anti-Extradition Committee in Dub-
lin was raided as were the homes of anti-
extradition campaigners. The widespread
trawl, part of whose aim was information-
gathering, included journalists, trade
unionists and others. In one case a raid
proved fatal - 77 year old Brigid Sweeney
died - the day after a raid on her home.

In the Six Counties over 40 republicans,
including five Sinn Fein councillors, were
arrested under the PTA in dawn raids.
Dozens of homes in the Six Counties were
raided and several homes in Belfast were
seriously damaged. So intent were the
British government on arresting promi-
nent republicans that Sinn Fein councillor
Alex Maskey (recuperating from wounds
received in a lovalist assassination at-

tempt) was arrested under the PTA as he
passed through Heathrow after a holiday.
On 2 December Sinn Fein councitlor Mar-
tin McGuinness was arrested. Sinn Fein

councillor Mitchell McLaughlin  was -

assaulted by the RUC whilst in custody,

Haughey’s government no doubt hoped

to use.the raids to create an anti-Rep-
ublican witch-hunt which would under-
mine opposition to the Extradition Act. In
the event, the Act was passed with Fine
Gael support by making two very minor
amendments: the Irish Attorney General
will vet extradition warrants from Britain
and the Act will be reviewed in a year.
Even these meaningless ‘safeguards’
aroused a stormy response from Thatcher.
Haughey was forced to grovel and assure
her that the Act would work satisfactorily,
ie that Irish republicans would be handed
over to the British courts without any prob-
lems.

The realities of extradition were graph-
ically shown in the cases of Paul Kane and
Dermot Finucane, two republican escap-
ees from Long Kesh, recaptured during
the police sweep in the South, Extradition
warrants were issued by the RUC but in

RUC waiting for internment
Kane’s case contained mistakes. The In
court was therefore forced to release his
Although technically free he was pursw
by a huge force of troops and gardai &
several hours later they forced his car ¢
the road. Bruised and mud-covered, |
was arrested for ‘assault’. This charge w
enough for the court to hold him while ne
extradition warrants were issued. So mu
for Irish law.

There are no limits to the lengths
which the Twenty Six County puppet
gime will now go to serve their imperial
masters, The full meaning of the Angl
Irish Act is clear: carefully co-ordinas
repression aimed at smashing the Repub
can Movement north and south.

LIVINGSTONE ISOLATED

Labour Party-

reactionary to the core

Following the Enniskillen bombing, Neil Kinnock and the Labour Par-
ty rushed to join the condemnation of the IRA. As usual the Labourites
ignored Britain’s responsibility for the partition of Ireland and the dis-
crimination against nationalists because the Labour Party itselfhas a
long history of attacks on the Irish people. Kinnock dusted off his ‘dy-
ing for my country’ phrasebook to pledge once again Labour’s eternal
devotion to British imperiallsm. He accused the IRA of ‘vicious
cowardice’ and claimed that British forces in Ireland were simply
fighting for freedom which the Republican movement was trying to

destroy.

On his visit to Ireland he said there was no
question of the Labour Party having any
links with Sinn Fein (although of course he
did meet prominent Unionists) and he cau-
tioned Prime Minister Haughey against
using the extradition issue to try to get
reforms of Diplock courts. The Guardian
applauded Labour’s ‘impeccable reaction’
to Enniskillen, Having boosted his popu-
larity with the ruling class Kinnock was
doubly furious when Ken Livingstone
stood out against the Labour Party’s reac-
tionary chauvinism.

He compared the struggle there to ear-
lier colonial wars by British imperialism:
‘As with all other colonial situations we
have been involved in, Britain will even-

| JIMO'ROURKE |

tually go'. He said that *the decision to re-
main in Ireland while maintaining a sectar-
ian state in the North, has cost lives and
undermined the democracy of Britain and
Ireland." Livingstone had committed an
unforgivable sin in the eyes of the Labour
Party: he had told the truth about Ireland.
Kinnock reacted with new levels of hys-
teria saying that the Irish struggle was nota
colonial situation and that the IRA was just
‘a few hundred gangsters’. The Labour
Party then orchestrated a vicious cam-
paign against Livingstone. Kevin Mc-
Namara, Labour’s spokesman on Ireland,
weighed in by calling for support for

Ken Livingstone

the sectarian RUC. He stressed Labour’s
loyalty by recalling that their party confer-
ence has consistently voted against British
withdrawal: Indeed even to announce a
date for withdrawal would, he maintained,
lead to civil war, But he said this did not
amount to a bipartisan policy because
Labour *had a different attitude to civil
liberties’. What a nerve coming from a
party which unleashed the British army in
1969 and introduced the racist Prevention
of Terrorism A,

Indeed Mr McNamara's credentials for

NOSS LIV 10vd

becoming Labour's spokesman on Irela
include comparing the IRA and INLA
‘rapists, burglars and murderers” and ss
ing in 1983 that the PTA was not altogeth
necessary because ‘Ordinary decent o
pers using ordinary decent police metho
apprehended those responsible for the B
mingham outrages'. Those ordinary ¢
cent methads used against the Birminghs
6 included: beatings, perjury, intimi
tion, threats and torture.

Nor was this campaign against Livin
stone limited to the leadership, At
Labour Co-ordinating Commitiee meets
Sean Rogers accused Livingstone of “ha
ing blood on his hands®. The meeting pa:
ed a motion condemning Enniskillen =
calling for the ostracism of those adv
cating ‘terrorism’. The PLP reaffirm
its support for the Anglo-Irish Agreems
and unification by consent. Labour cou
cillorsin Leicester cancelled a fact-findi
visit to the Six Counties. At a Labe
meeting in Westminster described as
‘trial’ of Livingstone's views he cas
under attack from not only the right-wi
but also such *left’ figures as Martin Fla
nery and Clare Short.

Kinnock's stance will lead to increas
repression in Ireland. Thatcher has -
ready been encouraged to demand a
party support for the renewal of the PT
The Labour-controlled Association
Metropolitan Authorities has declared
support for this. Ken Livingstone deser
credit for defying the attacks on him a
the Republican movement. But the que
tian is how much can he achieve withint
corrupt and pro-imperialist Labour Part
Those who think he represents a grow:
current in the Labour Party should ha
had their eyes opened by the latest event
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REVIEWS

Guatemala: False Hope, False Freedom. James Painter, Latin
America Bureau, 1987, pp160, £4.95.

Soft Drink, Hard Labour, Guatemalan workers take on Coca-Cola
M Gatehouse and M.A. Reyes, Latin America Bureau, 1987,

pp44, £0.95.

h 1986 the people of Guatemala saw
the end of 32 years of virtually un-
I'mkcn military rule when the Chris-
lnn Democrat leader, Vinicio Cer-
ez0, swept into office with a large

jority. This was trumpeted by the
ﬁ&a:c department as ‘the final

in the reestablishment of
racy’.
. Guatemala: False Hope, False

Freedom looks at the reality behind
the international propaganda war to
snalyse the economic and political
make up of Guatemala and exposes
the failure of Christian Democracy
confront the powerful vested. in-
rests which control the distribution
and consumption of the nation’s
ealth.
Nowhere in Latin America is the
If berween rich and poor so acute,
E' here is the level of pmcrt) SO
purwhclmmg The 1987 UNICEF
peport The State of the World's
Du!dren put Guatemala at the bot-
som of 4 number of social indicators
$or Latin America; highest illiteracy
rate, lowest average birth weight,
Iaweﬂt percentage of children in edu-
gation, Yet Guatemala is not a poor
pountry, it possesses vast expanscs
fertile land, oil and mineral depos-
s and a relatively well developedin-
gustrial base.
- The masses in Guatemnala are suf-
fering this grinding poverty not
use of natural conditions butas a
ult of the domination of the
my by three powerful vested
erests who benefit from the ex-
ing order. These are the small
aternalan Landino (of mixed Eur-

n and Indian descent) elitc has-
historically on coffee production:
security forces originally train-
by the US but now with a degree

xposing

of independence; and thé mostly
American multinationals and banks.

‘Plots the size of graves’ —
Eduardo Galeano.

Land is the key to Guaternala’s econ-
omic and social relations and these
powerful sectors have united to en-
sure that land is distributed and used
according to their own needs. The
Guatemalan bourgeoisie monopolis-
¢s the best land, credit and other
resources whilst peasant farmers are
forced to suryive on plots of land too
small 1o support them. Crops pro-
duced are then almost all for export
via US multinationals.

Another thread of the repression
of the people lies in the racial divi-
sions which are reflected in the
distribution of wealth, As in South
Africa the wealthy Landinos use
race to justify the degrading in-
human existence they inflict on the
Indian majority (for whom life ex-
pectancy is 16 years less on

.average),

Christian Democracy
comes to office

It was in this context that Cerezo was
elected in 1986 and the book neatly
details the constraints both internal
and external which have prevented
the CDP from instigating any fun-
damental reforms likely to bring
relicf for the poor. To get into office
Cerezo had to agree not to institute
agrarian reform and has left the sec-
urity forces free to continue the
systematic oppression of any op-
position forces which- resulted in
30,000 deaths and many more disap-
pearances in the carly 80s. In this

The Irish War

The Irish War: the Irish Freedom Movement handbook — 3rd
edition. Junius Publications, 1987, pp 308, £4.95.

The Irish War claims to expose ‘all
the myths' and to put ‘the case for
supporting the cause of Irish free-
gom . It fulfils neither. In fact it cre-
wtes a fow myths of its own. For in-
stance Sean Mac Stiofain did not call
$or an IRA ceasefire in March 1983
{p231). His revolutionary contribu-
Lom to the debate on the conditions
Sor 2 truly All-Ireland Forum was
@estorted and falsified by the Irish
#nd British press. The frish War
merely repeats these lies. Most cen-
srally, The Irish War denics the rev-
wienonary significance of the na-

pwmal democratic struggle of the
Jrsh people when it criticises Sinn
-
Ihe programme (of Sinn Fein)
spresses the dreams of small far-
mers and small busincss mea n
-c ™ -_.‘; . 3 -';' -
Ee be nood the work
= G pool
& ne saandard Trotskyist
poson. That is, criticism of a na-
2 beration movement for not

besg communist. Nationpal libera-
pon movements such as the Repub-
Bcan Movement are alliances of

class forces fighting imperialist op-
pression. The victory of the national
liberation struggle is in the interests
of the working class in oppressed

RS
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Guatemala

Coke workers during the occupation

False hope, false freedom

" Guatemala has repeated the US in-

spired pattern set by Honduras and
El Salvador.

The bankruptcy of Christian Dem-
ocracy is obvious. Real peace and
democracy can only be based on a
radical transformation of economic
structures, most importantly far
reaching agrarian reform. What the
book fails to point out is that this will
only be achieved by revolutionaty
change-based on the united action of
the peasantry and the urban in-

country and therefore should be sup-
ported by communists in the op-
pressor nation.

The RCP/IFM (the authors of The
Irish War) spin another myth that the
‘man in the street’ can only be won
over by taking a tough line - “taking
sides with Irsh freedom fighters’
{(pp201,
about human rights’ (p209). Out
the window go campaigns against
frame-ups, strip-searching, plastic
bullets and torture (ppl82, 200).
The ‘man in the street’ is the RCP/
IFM’s phrase for the Labour and
trade union movement - members of
which do have a backward political
consciousness but are likely to re-
main so despite any amount of tough
talk from the RCP/IFM. Their men

IRA freedom fighters

209). All else is ‘waffle '

dustrial workers, Although heavily
attacked the people have organ-
ised themselves in the Guatema-
lan National Revolutionary Unity
(URNG).

‘Our people are posed o make
new advances because they have
alrcady set out on a journey full of
pain but also full of hope . . . No one
will bold them back because they
have come to realise that the solution
is not in the hands of the oppressors
but in their own hands’. Rigoberta
Manchu, peasant leader.

in the street lag behind those who, in
times of resistance, have solidarised
with the Irish people - striking
miners’ wives, relatives of Broad-
water Farm prisoners. Greenham
women - none of whom are men in
the street! The RCP/AIFM have a sec-
tarian attitude to the question of
building a solidarity movement.
They reject the possibility of a broad
anti-imperialist force which would
embrace the working class oppress-
ed, who remain outside the trade
union movement, together with any-
one opposed to individual aspects of
imperialist oppression. The RCP/
IFM futilely nail their colours to
changing opinion within the bank-
rupt British labour and trade union
movement.

An PhobIaLh!f’chuhhmn News
carried a reviéew in September ar-
gued that it is only through the Lab-
our Party that a solidarity movement
can be built and therefore criticism
of Labour is unwelcome, This strat-
egy is wrong and does not work., It
ties the solidarity movement here to
the coat-tails of the Labour Party,
Bitter experience has shown that the
Labour Party is incapable of being
anti-imperialist. The Labour Com-
mittee on Ireland has often excluded
from its platforms and initiatives the
oppressed and all forces to the left,
preferring to seek a “broad consen-
sus’ which includes only those to its
right. The review of The frish War
and The Irish War have this, then, in
common — both narrow the scope of
a broad movement. The Irish War,
from its ridiculous ultra-left posi-
tion, excludes everyone to its ‘right’
and the AP/RN review excludes
everyone Lo the left of the Labour
Party.

Gary Clapton

‘In Guatemala Coca Cola is
a name for murder’

For nine years the workers at the
Coca Cola bottling plant in Guate-
mala City carried on an historic
struggle against the local manage-
ment, the multinational Coca Cola
Corp. and the Guatemalan security
forces for the right to organise in a
trade union. Soft Drink, Hard Lab-
our shows how the battle was much
more than a simple economic strug-
gle demonstrating as it did the re-

lation between imperialist ccon-
omic interests and the repression and
exploitation
Guatemaka.

‘To be a trade unionist in Guate-
mala is to risk one's life’, For the ex-
istence of a powerful trade union
movement is an anathema to the rul-
ing elitc and army. In this situation
the basic democratic right of the
working class to organise autono-
mously becomes a revolutionary ac-
tivity. The employers were quite
prepared to use death squads to
assassinate leading trade unionists in
the hope of breaking the workers’
organisation.

When this failed the company
began asset stripping with the even-
tual aim of closing down the factory
in 1984 but the workers in STEGAC
launched a year long sit in which
with strong support from other trade
unions in Guatemala and interna-
tionally was able to force Coca Cola
to rethink, The pamphlet has a
preface by Ron Todd. Gen Sec of
TGWU, which suggests that British
trade unions played a major role in
the international campaign of soli-
darity. In fact in comparison 1o
workers in Norway, Italy, Austria,
Mexica, Denmark and Sweden who
took or threatened industrial action
at Coca Cola plants efforts in Britain
were restricted to messages of pro-
test and limited financial aid.

The lessons which can be drawn
from the struggle are many but in
particular the inability of the mur-
derous security forces and the pow-
erful multinationals to defeat the
workers® organisation stands as an
inspiration to many others,in similar
circumstances in Latin America.

Both these publications from the
Latin America Bureau are useful and
moving accounts which leave the
reader in no doubt that the enemy of
the downtrodden peoples of Guate-
mala, as elsewhere in Latin Amer-
ica, is the whole imperialist system
of exploitation as much as the local

bourgeoisie.
Andy Pacey

in nations such as

THEATRE

Pub Bombers
a state conspiracy

The Pub Bombers, by James O'Brien at the Village Theatre,
Cricklewood, London, 10-19 November 1987,

The Pub Bombers is a powerful state-
ment of the innocence of the six
Irishmen  framed for the Birm-
ingham pub bombings in 1974. The
setting of the play is stark and
nightmarish. The lighting alternates
between  glaring  brightness  and
almost total darkness, with theuse of
stroboscope lights to emphasise the
atmosphere of confusion during the
detention of the six men.

The six men, the police, the judges
and lawyers and prison warders are
played by actors identically dressed
and with whitened faces. They shout
extracts from the witness statements
of the six men which form the book
by Chris Mullin, Ervorof Judgement
as well as reproducing scenes from
the police station, the remand prison
and the court.

The play follows the ¢vents from
the bombings through o the convic
tions, portraying the nightmare that
avertook the men when they tried to
board the ferry to Ireland for a
funcral, To scenes of frightening

brutality and torture the guestion is
asked ‘why do innocent men con-
fess?' The play lays the blame for
the horrific treatment the men had,
unequivocally, on the police. and
exposes the forensic evidence of-
fered by the state as totally fraud-
ulent. Anyone watching the play is
made aware of the conspiracy of the
state to frame the men,

However, the political signifi-
cance of the Birmingham frame-ups
is passed over. Nowhere in this play
is there a realisation that frame-ups
are systematically used against the
Irish community by the British state,
indeed the play says the shock of the
bombings and widespread disgust
made the police lose their heads in a
desperate search for the culprits,

Despite ‘obyious political weak-
nesses the play remains a well exec
uted and nccessary reminder of the
events that led to the convictions of
six Irishmen for bombings they did
not comimit.

Ann Burrows



B A WISE DECISION

Dear FRFI,

I note that in & recent issue of FREI
you announced that FRE was not
going weekly but remaining monthly .

[ am writing to congratulate you on a
very wise decision, FRF1 is the best
Jeft paper in Britain and being a
monthly contributes to this. The left
press cannot begin to compete with the
bourgeois media for treatment of
events as they happen, I it atempts to
do so, it becomes a pale shadow of the
Econonist or Financial Times, What
it can provide is that element of
analysis, rounding up events and going
that liggle bit deeper. And because the
left is guided by Marxism it can reveal
the essential core of events amxd
mention the unmentionable ~ the
conspiracy against the working class
which is the reality of modern politics.

[T the teft goes weekly, all that edge
goes, The articles are only drawing on
the media, and there isn’t time for
sober reflection to get that little deeper
iato events.

I used to read the RCP's Nexs Step
with great interest thinking many of
the articles really interesting, despite
political disagreements. Now that it is
monthly no longer the level has
dropped and one learns nothing,

If you have extra resources you
should put them inta expanding FRFI
to 24 or 36 pages or produce
supplements or produce weekly news
sheets ~ the VMDC has produced
excelient two or four page hand outs.
Lacal news sheets for Manchester or
the East End of London would provide
something frequent and they would
have an edge in being local or
specialized eg. in Sri Lankan affairs.
Best wishes
Dr AN May
Manchester

Dear FRFL,

Congratulations on your decision not
to embark ona farnightly newspaper.
T'he plethora of leftist/*leflist” papers
in Britain is in many ways a wasted ef-
fort, Out here in Australia also the
production of & newspaper appears Lo
be seen almost as « trivmph in and of
itself, Much better to put resources in-
to real struggles out of which support
would grow for extended newspaper
publishing.

A Bidgood

Australia

B WELSH
SEPARATISM

Dear Comrades,

Readers of FRFI may be interested to
hear about vet another example of the
hypocrisy of the AAM leadership,

Wales AAM held a demonstration in
Cardiff on 24 October 'in support of’
the national demonstration in London
on the same day but organised under
the slogan *Free the children” rather
than "Sanctions Now'. Deeside AA
group decided 1o organise a coach to
the London demonstration in
conjunction with the Chester group,
since we 1ok the view that we could
mobilise more people for that demo
than for the one in Cardiff. On 3
October two members of Deeside AA
group attended a 'Che Guevara
Freedom Festival® in Mold at which
Hanif Bhamjee, secretary of Welsh
AAM, was one of the speakers.

A number of leaflets advertising the-
Deeside/Chester AA coach to London
were distributed, At the end of his
speech Bhamjee referred to the Cardiff
demo. He went on to say that leaflets
had been distributed urging people to
attend the London demo but these
should be ignored and everyone
present should go to the Cardiff demo.
Thus while it was ostensibly called ‘in
support of” the London demo, the
Cardiff demo was clearly seen by
Bhamjec himself as competing with it.

Sa there you have it: Welsh AAM''s

24 October ego trip in Cardiff is OK,
but City AA group's picketof the
South African embassy is declared o
be ‘divisive® and 'counter-
productive’.

Yours in Comradeship

Paul Bellis

Secretary, Deeside AA group,
(personal capacity)

= CRY FREEDOM...
CRY SECTARIANISM

Dear FRFI,

On 16 December a gala performance
of Cry Freedom was on in Leeds. We
went to sell and petition and the
response was 5o good even the cinema
manageress came out and signed.

When three woman members of
Leeds AAM came to léaflet they did
their utmost to ignore us - you'd have
thought we offered them poison not
*Non-Stop Against Apartheid’,

Five minutes before the film a Rolls
Royce glided up and Sir Richard At-
tenbourgh cmerged. He signed the Ci-
ty AA petition for the release of
Nelson Mandela.

1t was all too much for Leeds AAM
and they called it a day. Their
boundless sectarianism never called it
aday. The following night at their
vigil for detained children in South
Africa, Francis Bernstein, Labour
Party Member, told FRFI supporter
Gordon o ‘move along' and *stop
poncing on this demonstration” he was
told to stop selling FRFI and was
refused an AAM petition.
Gordon/Auriel
Leeds/Bradford RCG

m KEEN READER...

On 15 December I was collecting
signatures on FRET's 'Boycott Apar-
theid! Release Nelson Mandela Now!*
petition. A man asked for a copy of
FRFI72, He could give me his name
and address — how about signing the
petition? - and I would send him one.
No, he had signed it many times, but
would give his details on a piece of
paper. Fine, I said; which aspects of
our work was he interested in? “Anti-
Apartheid”, he replied. [ pointed out
that he could always get FRFI at the
Non-Stop Picket,

Imagine my surprise to find out that
he was Seumas Milne, AAM lap-dog
and hack journalist, responsible for
vicious attacks on City Group in The
Guardian, contributing to its disaf-
filiation from the AAM. | wondered
fhow many times he had signed the
petition . . .

Tasked him if he would like to buy a
copy of South Africa: Britain out of
Apartheid; Apartheid out of Britain, It
had plently of information about City
Group, I explained, He did buy one,
saying ‘that’s a good idea’,

An even better idea would be if Mr
Milne learned how to write objective-
ly, without recourse to sectarian slurs
dnd rumour-mongering.

Hmmmm . . .

Virman Man
South London RCG

B UNION BAN
DEFEATED

Dear FRFI,

On Tuesday 17 November Manchester
University FRFI Society held an open
meeting in the university on Ireland
with speakers from the RCG and
Manchester Martyrs, despite attempts
by the right wing students union to ban
the meeting.

Over the last few years the
Manchester University Students
Union has established a reputation as
one of the most radical in the country
opposing successive visiting Tory
ministers: Heseltine, Brittan and
Waddington. This has now changed
with the triumph of the right in the
guise of being *apolitical’ who are

LETTERS |

| 5000

FRF! welcomes letters from readers. Please send
them to FRFI BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX

seeking to wipe out the influence of the
left. This has included bans on the sale
of Teft wing newspapers in the Union
and suspension of progressive
societies’ budgets.

On 16 November they informed the
FRFI Society that we could not have i
speaker from the Manchester Martyrs
Committee at our meeting in the
union. They blockaded the main
entrance and the doors of the meeting
room with security men.

We brought our speaker through the
back entrance and into the meeting
room. Then Derek Draper, Labour
Party, threatened not to recognise the
FRFI society. We discussed the
Manchester Martyrs and organising
together against the Students Union.
Members of the SWP and RCP
supported us although they had
previously advised us not to defy the
ban.

Chris
Manchester

m TELLCID...

I hope you are all well and in fine
spirit. Tam writing on behalf of four
people arrested at 4 picket of a British
National Party meeting in Glasgow.
We were unjustly arrested, physically
abused and held for ten hours; the on-
ly reason we were released was un-
doubtedly the phone calls.

From the very moment of our ar-
rests the phone at the station was ring-
ing, before wee even got there: MPs,
Councillors, church people and con-
cerned individuals all phoned and
pestered the alrcady fustered officers,

On being released the desk sergeant
declared “you must have a lot of

friends with big phone bills’, another
comment was ‘T've been answering
the phone all night for you'.

We arc all agreed to fight the
charges brought against us and to con-
tinue the fight against the Glthy racists
in society be they in or out of uniform.

Thank all you members, supporters
and contacts for their excellent work,
we are all very grateful,

Yours
Andy
Glasgow

B FIGHTING BACK

Dear Comrades,

The Thatcher government is attacking
the rights of the working class and the
black communities in this country.
Thatcher is supporting Botha and does
not want sanctions against the Botha
regime because she fears it means
losing a lot of profits her government
has made from apartheid. Thatcher
has blessed apartheid and branded the
ANC as a terrorist organisation.

The racist Labour Party is collabor-
ating with Thatcher on attacking the
working class. They are responsible
for existing immigration laws and it
was the Labour Party which
introduced the racist Prevention of
Terrorism Act.

Neither Thatcher or Kinnock con-
demns the police when they murder
black people in their communities like
Colin Roach, Winston Rose, Paul
Worrell and others.

They cannot get away with it any
more. We are fighting back. We are
fighting to defend Viraj Mendis from
deportation.

Yours in solidarity
Errol Baptiste
London

B INFORMATION
FROM PRISONERS,
PLEASE...

Dear Comrades,

We are at present engaged in
gathering information about legal
proceedings which have been pur-
sued by prisoners against prison ad-
ministration in Ireland and Britain.
We are particularly interested in
those cases which sought to
challenge

(1)Rulings made by the administra-
tion ‘in the interests of security,
good order and discipline’, and (2)
any aspect of the present system of
life/indeterminate sentence reviews.
We are interested not only in cases
which actually went to court, but
also wish to hear from afiyone who
has attempted to push a case which
was not, for whatever reason, pro-
ceeded with.

We ask for a brief outline of the
following: - The nature of the case;
the names of those involved; the
legal arguments for and against; the
final result of the case and why you
the prisoner/prisoners involyed,
believe it ended as it did.

Finally, we would ask for the
names and addresses of any groups
and organisations which can supply
further details in this particular
field, All responses to this letter can
be sent to A Kelly, 22 Beechwood
Avenue, Derry City, Ireland.
Thanks to FRFT for printing this let-
ter for us.

Republican POWs
H Blocks Long Kesh

10,000 -—T
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- Weneed £10,000 Now!

We have ralsed £ (,904.40, Special thanks to
Jules, Xen Huthes, and Susan and Helen for the
help with the jumble sale.

We still have £8,095.60 to raise. Last month w
missed reaching our monthly target by £400.
Make it your New Year's resolution to give a

CITY OF LONDON
ANTI-APARTHEID GROUP

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

FREE MOSES MAYEKISO
FREE THE ALEX S

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS|

3PM SATURDAY 16 JANUARY
On the Non-Stop Picket

|Outside the South African Embassy|

9.30-5.30pm
SUNDAY 17 JANUARY

PARTICIPATE IN 88
FREE THE PRISONERS NOW!
DAYSCHOOL
POLYTECHNIC OF CENTRAL
LONDON
35 Marylebone Road, London
NW1
Entrance £2 waged/£1 unwaged
WORKSHOPS/EXHIBITION/YIDEO/MUSIC

:28 January is one year to the day|
since Moses Mayekiso and the
Alex 5 were charged with
treason, sedition and subversion
THEIR TRIAL RESTARTS ON
1 FEBRUARY
Join the picket
5.30pm TUESDAY 26 JANUARY

To mark the anniversary of Viraj
Mendis one year in Sanctuary,
the VMDC has produced a
calendar which documents the
anti-racist struggle in Britain and
abroad.

A3 size, lots of pics, two colours

£3(+50p p&p)
10 or more post free
from: 'Calendar Offer' 11 Forth
Street, Edinburgh

Marion Gaima Campaign, RCG
Admission 50pi25p unwaged

SOUTH LONDON
Wednesday 20 January 7.30pm
Peckham Settiement, Goldsmith Road
London SE15
Speakers: Chris Randall (Immigration
lawyer), Virman Man RCG

Thursday 21 January 7.30pm
Church of Ascension (Sanctuary)

' Royce Rd, Hulme
Speakers: Viraj Mendis,
| Barbara Ahmed, RCG

BRADFORD
Tuesday 9 February 7.30pm
| Asian Women's Centre, St Pauls Rd
Manningham, Bradford 8
Speakers: Viraj Mendis Defence
Campalgn, RCG, others invited
Admission 50pi25p
For more information write to Bradford
FRF) c/o Bradford Resource Centrs, 31
Manor ROW, Bradford 1

For detalls of meetings in York, Leeds,

|

Bangor, Birmingham, Newcastle,
Glasgow, Dundee, Edinburgh
write to: FRFI BCM Box 5909

London WC1N 3XX

TORCHLIGHT
PROCESSION

Friday 8 January
Assemble 7pm Hackney Police
Station, Lower Clapton Road ES

Anniversary of Trevor
Monerville's brain operation and
before the inguest on Tunay
Hassan's death, In January 1987
Trevor Monerville was held in
custody by Stoke Newington
police before undergoing a brain
operation, In June 1987 Tunay
Hassan died while in the custody
of Dalston/Stoke Newington
police.
Organised by the Family &
Friends of Trevor Monerville
Campalgn and the Justice for
Tunay Campaign

8000 regular donation to our fighting fund.
kel % | SUPPORT THE £10,000 FUND DRIVE *
2,504 lenclose £ donation
B Ipledge £ monthly (Please sendme a
—— standing order form)
2.000 Iwant_______ coples of each issue of FRFI to sell each
. month, .
= | want to help organise fundraising events
Name Phone
Address
Make cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and retum
this form to FRF1, BCM Box 5308, London WCIN 3XX
I
RCG PUBLIC MEETINGS | '
: | SUBSCRIBE
The Immigration Bill ——————
& Nationa“ty Act TO THE BEST ANTI-
IMPERIALIST NEWSPAPER
No to British pass laws BRITAIN
Tuesday 19 January 7pm FIGHT RACISM!
Fire Station Community Centre
oy FIGHT IMPERIALISM
Invited speakers: Frances Weller, Subscription rates:

® Britain (inc N Ireland): £3.5
for 6 issues, £6 for 12 issues
® Overseas {inc Republic of
Ireland) — surface PPR: £6 for
Issues, £13 for 12 issues

® Overseas — airmail PPR: £8
for 6 issues, £13 for 12 issues
@ [reland — letter rate sea.ed
£6 for 6 Issues, £13 for 12
issues

£15 SPECIAL DEAL: receive a
our publications (FRF!, books,
pamphlets) for 1 year for £15

Make cheques/POs payable to
Larkin Publications. Add £5 fo
foreign currency cheques.
Qverseas rates given are for
printed paper reduced rate an
are unsealed, If you wish your
mail to be sealed please let us
xnow and we will

inform you of the extra cost.

. | wish to subscribe to FRFI beg
ning with issue

Name

Address

| enclose payment of £
fftor ______ lssues/£15 d

e SEE rate

Return this form to:

FREl, BCM Box 5909
| London WCIN 3XX

DEMONSTRATIO

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATION
March for Troops out Now
Saturday 30 January

12.30pm Whittington Pas
Holloway Rd, London N1

* JOIN THE RCG x

Join the RCGI

@ Take the side of all those struggling against imperialism-

@ A movement must be bullt in Britain in solidarity with the
struggling peoples of Ireland, South Africa, Palestine, Cent:
America. Help us to do this—Join the RCGI

® A movement must be bullt here in Britain which stands w
the oppressed fighting racism, repression and poverty. Hel
us build this movement—Join the RCGI

® A movement must be built which challenges and defeats
the treachery of the opportunist leaders of Britain's Labour
and trade union movement—IJoin the RCG!

Name

| wish to joinfreceive more information about the RCG

Tel

Return to: FRFI, BCM Box 59089, London WCIN 3XX

FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! JANUARY 1988



After one year In sanctuary, with
three others having followed our
example, with widespread dis-
_cussion in the Churches and in
the media, the concept of sanc-
tuary in Britain is now estab-
lished.

| VIRAJMENDIS |

- The Home Office understands the signifi-
cance of this development., As long ago as
19 March 1987, the Home Secretary,

‘Douglas Hurd, in a letter to the Bishop of
Manchester said: ‘1 hear that the Viraj
Mendis Defence Campaign is now plan-

‘ming & “‘sanctuary campaign'’, It appar-

‘ently has as its aim the encouragement of

“anyone subject to a deportation order to

.. there can be no doubt that the

campaign has been a flagship. It has

provided a range of techniques for

- other struggles, it has made

' sanctuary alive issue and has shown
that If something is worth fighting

for, itis worth maintaining that

 struggle.'

' David Burgess (solicitor for the

. WMDC)

S S
' seck sanctuary in a Church. 1 cannot be-
lieve that this sort of tactic is welcome to
anyone who believes in upholding the law:
certainly David Waddington and T would
find it impossible to let this sort of
behaviour influence our decisions. To the
extent that the affair has now escalated
beyond Mr Mendis himself my view that
he cannot be given special weatment is
- strengthened.”

The new immigration laws will destroy
the right of appeal from a wide layer of
| black people and the only defence they will
have against instant deportation will be to
g0 into sanctuary.
~ The political preparations the YMDC
' has made will be invaluable for the future
B e
‘The VMDC s a way In which to take
_an active stand against racism and
racist laws. Through it you can
- actually get down and do something
- against the racist immigration laws.’
ESussana

"~ ! 3 2
B g Mw;w&wnﬂ\ﬂ *

growth of sanctuaries. The fact that, apart
from the RCG, the left organisations inthis
country haye played no part in this process
shows their inability to understand the cen-
trality of the anti-racist struggle to the pro-
gressive movement. At the sanctuary con-
ference in December the depth of analysis
shown by mainly Christian speakers was a
breath of fresh air. After one year in sanc-
tuary, I could do with some!

The Home Office know the importance
of my sanctuary. So they will use every
weapon available to undermine and
destroy it. Most of the bourgeois media
sense this fact and continuously guestion
me about the *isolation and responsibility”
I must feel, But what they fail to under-
stand is the sharing of the responsibility by
not only members of the campaign but also
the congregation and the local community,
They cértainly don't understand the com-
mon bond I feel with all those people strug-
gling against British imperialism at home

e

‘... supporting Viraj is the best way |
can actively support anti-racism in
Manchester . . . | want to make links
between fighting racism and sexism
... The VMDC has been the most
inspiring campaign { have been
involvedin.'

Amanda
T P AT )

and abroad. They would not understand
the sleepless night listening Lo the news on
the radio when the Tamil Tigers were
under siege - and the exhilaration when I
realised that the Tigers had regrouped and
were intact, Nor will they understand the
feeling of strength and joy when 1 heard
that first Renoukaben and then Salema
had won great victories against the Home
Office.

My New Year's resolution is a “victory
for Rajwinder and myself in "88 and for-
ward with the sanctuary movement!’

‘When you stand for
the oppressed,

they gun for you’

170 people, the majority from different Churches throughout the
country, attended the VMDC'’s Sanctuary Conference on Saturday 12
December. It brought significant new support for Viraj and helped
consolidate the tactic of sanctuary as a weapon against the racistim-
migration controls. Judith Watkins, a Methodist Deaconess, opened
the conference by describing how her own church Minister had from
his pulpit attacked Viraj's sanctuary nearly one year ago. She walked
out and became a VMDC activist. Father John Methuen reaffirmed the
Church of the Ascension’s continuing support for Viraj.

JOIN THE VMIDC IN THESE Sl SC AR R R v |
AND OTHER ACTIVITIES! { &

¥ you want more information about
the VMDC:

I ' the slip below and return to VMDC,
'o North Hulme Centre, Jackson
Crescent, Hulme, Manchester M15
SAL or phone 061-234 3168

e

Aotress

—— PRONG ..c.vvinreriisisssmiamaninnin
| 350 sociose 3 JONALION OF £.......ccivvemnrsiremernerns
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"When you stand for the oppressed, they
gun for you. That is why Viraj Mendisis in
sanctuary today', With these words, Clare

Sobers from the Committee for the Carib-.

bean Community opened her address.
Noting that *if you don’t go forward, you
go backward’ she urged those present (o
take action in support of Viraj. Even if the
going seems hard-*athousand drops wear a
stone.’

The main speaker was Viraj Mendis, He
quoted Fidel Castro, showing there was no
contradiction in principle between commu-
nists and Christians struggling against op-
pression and injustice, The press and the
ruling class, in their attempts to weaken

the VMDC vainly nourish the hope of

such a contradiction. Viraj attacked the
hypocrisy of the British state which had
‘overstayed in my country for over 100
years' and now dares describe him as an
‘overstayer’,

The theme of practical unity between
communists and Christians was taken up
by Ken Leech, Director of the Runnymede
Trust, Asserting that immigration laws
were racist, he said that Christians must
oppose them, if necessary by breaking the
law. In this struggle, Paul Weller, who
helped establish Viraj's sanctuary, empha-
sised the critical importance of building up
defence campaigns. It was such cam-
paigns, based in the community, which
made the development of a sanctuary moy-
ment in Britain qualitatively different from
other countries.

Chris Procter

Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign -
one year of
sanctuary

During 1987 Viraj had over 11.000
visitors. He had messages of solidarity
and visits from revolutionary militants in
the Philippines, Nicaragua, Palestine.
Ireland, Ttaly, West Germany, South
Africa, Norway, Burkina Faso and
elsewhere,

Viraj's appeal against his judicial
review decision is due in the new year.
The RCG will devote all its efforts 1o
mobilise for victory, We call on all those
who stand for demderacy and socialism
to join the VMDC inits fight.

DECEMBER 1986

e s il
David Waddington rejects Virdj Mendis's
final appeal. 500 march with the YMDC
in Manchester as Viraj enters sanctuary in
the Church of the Ascension in Hulme on
20 December. The Church votes
overwhelmingly to support Yiraj.
Amnesty International issucs statement
opposing Viraj's deportation.

JANUARY 1987

The Labour Party NEC and the AAM
AGM votes to support Viraj. Messages of
solidarity are received from Irish POWs,

FEBRUARY

T e — I TR
Inspired by the VMDC, Rajwinder Singh
enters sanctuary in Bradford, 200 Hulme
school students march in solidarity to the
sancluary,

MARCH

Yiraj is offered a job by Manchester City
Council as Tmmigration and Nationality
Officer. Waddington, the local Tory
Party and the racist press mount a virulent
racist campaign which ends with fascists
attacking the Church and maiming
VYMDC supporters,

APRIL

oo EeesT—— 1
500 delegates attend the VMDC
conference in the Church: *Viraj Mendis
Will Stay! Stop all deportations now!"

Viraj Mendis—one year
resistance

VYMDC celebratesj

| On 18/19 December, the VMDC took
to the streets of Manchester to cele-
brate one year of Vira]'s sanctuary.
Over 400 people participated in a
weekend of popular events. On Friday
night 250 people joined the VMDC's
torchlight demonstration. It was fol-
lowed by a rally in the Church of the
Ascension addressed by Father John
Methuen, Mr Maharasingham of the
Tamil Action Committee, Simone |
Dewhurst of the RCG and Viraj himself
who urged the audience to go out into
the community and build the neces-
sary support to secure victory in
1988. On Saturday 19 December over
150 VMDC supporters participated In
| @ 12 hour mass rally in Piccadilly,
Manchester’s city centre. As well as
speakers from the VMDC, the RCG, Ci-
ty AA, Salema Begum, the VMDC
London Support Group, Les Huckfleld
and Glyn Ford (MEPs) and others
spoke. To the accompaniment of
music, songs and slogans thousands
signed the VMDC petition and over
£250 was collected for the campaign.
RCG comrades, who had made a na-
tional mobilisation for the events, |
sold 400 FRFls. The events were
rounded off by a brilliant social in the
Church at which women from the
North Staffs miners support group
sang In honour of Viraj. ]

Capitulating to racist pressure
Maunchester City Council withdraws job

- offer. Viraj wins the right to judicial

review of his case.

MAY

Ay T TS M —— R T A Sl
VMDC organises interveation in British
General Election campaign.

JUNE

T T TS T a L e T T o
Tories are re-elected and Timothy Renton
replaces Waddington as Minister for
deportations. Brass Tacks broadcasts a
documentary about Viraj. The Times in
response advises the Home Office to
‘quictly give way'.

JuLy

TR e e el meltas R IIET o mm——o—orard
4,000 march in support of Viraj in
Manchester, Viraj loses judicial review in
a stitched-up decision. The Home Office
threaten to raid the Church.

AUGUST

T T e————— e e e T)
The VMDC launches its regular weekly
Friday marches. The campaign produces
a dossier exposing Home Office claims
that Sri Lanka is returning to normal and
exposing the farce of the judicial review.
Inspired by the VMDC Renoukaben
Lakhani enters sanctuary in Leicester and
then wins her fight against deportation.

SEPTEMBER

R e W T T T s
VMDC attends all major Party
Conferences. The Labour Party
Conference unanimously votes for an
emergency resolution in support of Viraj.

OCTOBER

VMDC holds its general meeting,
Inspired by the VMDC Salema Begum
enters sanctuary in Chorlton.

NOVEMBER

o — S TR, e e S L T TR
The Friday VMDC march on 27
November is banned. The YMDC defies
the ban,

DECEMBER

The VMDC marks one year in sanctuary,
one year of resistance with a major series
of activities in Manchester revealing the
local community support the campaign
has built up.
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