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END DEPORTATIONS TG CONGO

N2 al day of action on 12 April called by the Congo Support Project, FRFI and North West Asylum Seekers Defence Group (NWASDG) joined a sit-down protest and march In
Manchester to demand an end to deportations to the Democratic Republic of Congo and to denounce the blased British media (see pages 16 and 7).

TEN YEARS OF LABOUR
ABUSE OF POWER

‘We cannot suffer any longer the arrogance of power
unchecked...Increasingly it [the government] is exhibiting
not just a conviction of its own capacity to govern well...
but an assumption of some divine right to rule, which is

dangerous...’

Tony Blair on the Thatcher government, December 1987,

The Times

‘Hand on heart, | did what | thought was right... This
country is a blessed nation. The British are special. The
world knows it. In our innermost thoughts we know it. This
is the greatest nation on earth.”

Tony Blair, resignation speech, 10 May 2007

With a valedictory assertion of British
superiority, Tony Blair resigned as

Prime Minister and leader of the

Labour’s socialist credentials. The
concentration on the personalities and
peccadilloes of Labour’s leading men
is, as usual, wholly misleading. In

;a reality the class forces that brought
L 0 government on 2 May 1997

28 007

dynamic economy in partmership with
business and clean up politics. In
cvery respect it has failed to meet the
interests of the working class.

Large sums have indeed been
poured into the NHS and education,
but for Blair modernisation meant pri-
vatisation. The trebling of the NHS
budget from £34 billion in 1997 to
£94 billion has been concentrated on
the creation of rich ‘Foundation
Hospitals’, PFI initiatives and higher
salaries for GPs and consultants at the
expense of community-level provi-
sion which meets the needs of work-
ing class people, in particular the
young and the old.

“Good’ schools are oversubscribed
by the middle classes who move
mountains (and their homes) to ensure
that their children get the places.
Private schools are flourishing.
Neighbourhood schools in working
class areas provide a sub-standard
education. Literacy and numeracy
levels are not rising at the predicted

~ rate, and Labour’s solution of more

for children is failing.
schools under the

In October 1997 FRFI wrote:

‘the politics of New Labour have
become a form of populist totalitari-
anism. As Larry Elliot puts it in The
Guardian, having decided that it will
not regulate the markets (“the role of
governments is not to command but to
facilitate” — Blair) New Labour “will
regulate the people instead, imposing
a panoply of social controls to ensure
that the problems caused by uncon-
trollable unregulated economy -—
crime, juvenile delinquency, family
breakdown — don’t threaten the com-
fortable lifestyles of its new middle
class constituency”. Blair has written
that “the breakdown of family and
community bonds is intimately linked
to the breakdown in law and order.
Both family and community rely on
notions of mutual respect and duty”.
Adding that “the values of a decent
society are in many ways the value of
the family unit, which is why helping
to re-establish good family and com-
munity life should be a central object
of government policy™.’

Those who thought that this meant
a more enlightened government were
wrong. In every respect we were
right. The focus of Labour’s social

policy has been the disciplining and
- control of the working class, Those

who do not conform are subject to a

~panoply of laws and regulations.
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Working class children are named and
shamed by Anti-Social Behaviour
Orders; their parents are subject to
‘Parenting Orders’; everywhere there
are cameras to ensure ‘good’ behav-
iour. The prisons are overflowing and
another expansion of police powers is
in the pipeline. Historic and vital civil
rights have disappeared under Lab-
our: the right to silence, the assump-
tion of innocence until proven guilty.
This Labour government is ensuring
that ‘justice” for working class people
is rationed. More and more offences
are subject to strict liability and
instant fines. The Legal Aid budget is
being chopped, the availability of
affordable legal advice dismantled
and, yet again, habeas corpus is under
attack.

The economic counterpart to the
social disciplining of the working
class is a flexible labour market: free-
dom for the market is matched by
social control for the working class.
Opposing any improvement in trade
union rights in 1997, Blir an-
nounced: ‘Flexible labour markets are
an important and permanent feature in
raising efficiency and ultimately liv-
ing standards,” Within days of coming
to power the Bank of England was
granted control of interest rates. Ten
years later and British workers have

continued on page 2
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A new British nuclear subma-
rine, the Astute Class, will be in
service in January 2009, pow-
ered by a nuclear reactor that
makes refuelling unnecessary
for 25 years. Producing its own
oxygen and drinking water it
will be able to observe the
movements of cruisers as far
away as New York Harbour
from the English Channel,
drawing close to the coast
without being detected and lis-
tening to conversations on
mobile phones. It can transport
special troops in mini-subs and
up to 38 Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles firing up to 1,400 miles, as
well as Spearfish torpedoes
capable of destroying a large
warship. It will use fibre optics,
infrared waves and thermal
imaging, with a permanent crew
of 98 sailors who can watch
movies on giant plasma
screens. BAE Systems will build
two other submarines of the
same class, Ambush and Artful,
estimated to cost $7.5bn. All
this is in addition to the planned
Trident replacement.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Fidel Castro said:

‘The intelligent and tena-
cious people of that nation will
surely not feel any sense of
pride. What is most amazing is
that with such an amount of
money, 75,000 doctors could
be trained to care for 150 mil-
lion people...You could build
3,000 polyclinics, fitted out with
sophisticated equipment, fen
times what our country pos-
sesses...We must bow our
heads in awe after reading the
news about the English subma-
rine. It teaches us, among other
things, about the sophisticated
weapons that are needed to
maintain the untenable order
developed by the United
States imperial  system...
Churchill said: Sink the Bis-
marck! Today Blair says: Sink
whatever remains of Great
Bnitain’s prestige! For that pur-
pose, or for the holocaust of
the species, is what his “mar-
vellous submarine” will be
good for’ (Fidel Castro Ruz,

Juventud Rebelde, 21 May,
2007).

Blair has presided over a
decade of increasing global mil-
itary and nuclear tensions as
imperialist powers compete
over spheres of influence. US

Fidel Castro

military spending will be
$647.2bn in 2008 and as the
possibility of attack on Iran
escalates, scientists declare that
humanity’s clock is at five min-
utes to midnight — where mid-
night is nuclear Armageddon.

The people of Irag, however,
must feel closer still to mid-
night as the bloodshed increa-
ses. In the year ending March
2007, civilian deaths were up
78% on the previous year. One-
third of Iraqis live in poverty,
one in eight children die before
their fifth birthday, 900,000 chil-
dren have been orphaned since
the invasion and an eighth of
the population are refugees. US
counter-insurgency strategy is
based on document FM3-24,
with the objectives of creating
ghettoes to be ‘cleared’ of
insurgents  whilst residents
receive obligatory ID cards and
their movements are moni-
tored. A three-mile long, 12-
foot high wall is being built in
the Adhamiya quarter of
Baghdad. The professed aim is
to ‘establish a free market
economy’ (see page 4/5).

Sound familiar? It is — an
adaptation of Israel’s strategy
for sustaining its illegal occupa-
tion of Palestinian land. Senior
Israeli officers were among
those who drew up the plan.
Gaining control of lraq is an
important component in pre-
paring for a US or Israeli air
strike on lranian nuclear facili-
ties.

But resistance puts paid to
the best laid plans as Israel has
leamt in both Palestine and
Lebanon. Israel's Winograd
Committee concluded that
Israel lost its war against
Hizbuliah last summer, despite
the devastation inflicted on the

email: editorial@rcgfrfi.plus.com
www.revolutionarycommunist.com

forcing the fascist Israeli state
to take increasingly extreme
measures to destroy it: the cre-
ation of ghettoes by check
points and the construction of
the Apartheid Wall; the eco-
nomic blockade by the US and
the EU threatening to starve the
Palestinian population; Israel's
military incursion and bombings,
its financial and military assis-
tance to Fatah to fuel civil war,
and the arrest of members of the
democratically elected Hamas
government (see page 6).

Blai's mandate has been
characterised by an obscene
abuse of power and an unadul-
terated representation of the
interests of financial capital
and British monopolies (see
page 1/2). Labour's imperialist
offensive has been matched by
a racist onslaught against asy-
lum seekers and refugees (see
page 16) and punitive treat-
ment of prisoners (see page
13). It has speeded along pri-
vatisation of Britain's infra-
structure and social services,
of healthcare and education,
totally ignoring evidence of the
deterioration of provision with
privatisation (see page 2/3). All
this sweetened with that infa-
mous Blair grin, while hand on
heart he swears that he did
what he thought was best.

And he did. Blair's govem-
ment was successful - as
executors of British capital, no-
one more so than the new
Prime Minister Gordon Brown.
Forget the phoney distinction
between ‘New’ and ‘'Old’
Labour, Blair followed the long
tradition of the Labour Party in
government, faithful servants
to the rich and powerful, ardent
representatives of British impe-
rialism. Brown will steadfastly
uphold the same banner (see
page 10/11).

In August 2005, Blair said
about Islamic terrorism: ‘I think
it has got some of the same
characteristics as revolutionary
communism, you know, in the
sense that it has got an ideol-
ogy’. More recently, Brown
called for a ‘cultural Cold War’
against Islamic fundamental-
ism: ‘not too dissimilar to that of
the cultural Cold War against
communism in the 1940s, 50s,
and 60s’. Anti-communism is
growing in Europe particularly
in the ex-Soviet bloc countries
(see page 12). But why now -
nearly two decades since the
collapse of the socialist bloc?

Ten years of Labour

continued from page |

the lowest wages, the longest
hours and the least union mem-
bership in Europe. British capi-
tal has greedily consumed cheap
labour from the new castemn
European members of the EU
and the minimum wage is set al
a level which ensures that low-
waged families have to rely on
tax credits — a subsidy for the
capitalists. Welfare  benefits
have been pared down to the
minimum and 27% of children
in Britain still live in poverty;
Britain has fallen from 15th
place to 18th in the human
development index. At the other
end of the scale, the rich have
become immeasurably richer.
Even the promise to clean up
British politics has ended in an
inevitable black hole of corrup-
tion. Constitutional reform of
the House of Lords ended up
with the Labour Party mired in
a cash and loans for peerages
scandal as it attempted to sup-
plement its lavish spending.
Whatever repression Labour
has designed for the British
working class has been multi-
plied again and again in its
treatment of immigrants and the
working class internationally.
The racism which underpins
British imperialism means that
asylum seekers who come to
Britain are subject to the harsh-
est treatment. They are now
denied the right to work, med-
ical treatment or shelter. At the
end of the road, destitution,
dawn raids and the taking of
their children into care are
intended to force them to leave
the country ‘voluntarily’. In
response to the desperate gang-
ster culture that kills young
black people in Britain’s cities,
Blair blames their parents and
their communitics. Muslim
communities are similarly called
on to put a stop to ‘terrorism’. In
the ratcheting up of police pow-
ers, Labour is now threatening
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to repeal parts of the Human
Rights Act that enshrine the
right to a fair trial. This thour
Party has no socialist principles.

In his resignation speech
Blair opined that ‘decision-
making is hard’. With a great
deal of soulful angst he trieq to
disguise the advance planning,
manoeuvring, cold calculalgon
and immense conniving, lying
and false propaganda that lay
behind Britain’s armed inter-
ventions and wars: 1999 Serbia
and Kosovo; 2000 Sierra
Leone; 2001 Afghanistan; 2003
Iraq. Even the ‘presidential” first
ladies, Laura Bush and Cherie
Blair, cynically called on the
US/British war machines to
‘iberate’ Afghani and Iraqi
women from oppression. Thou-
sands of civilians have died and
are still dying as a result. These
wars were the hallmarks of
Labour’s ‘ethical’ foreign pol-
icy, alongside the renewal of
Trident and a burgeoning arms
industry which has exported
deadly weapons to every tyran-
nical regime in the world.

This reactionary legacy is
the backdrop to Blair’s resigna-
tion and Brown’s assumption
of power. The Parliamentary
Labour Party has ensured that
there will not even be an elec-
tion by party members and
trade unions — thereby ruling
out the candidacy of John
McDonnell, the left’s main
hope, who couldn’t even get
enough nominations to stand.
Assorted Labour ministers,
who have served Blair loyally
as the government tumed the
screw on the working class, are
now scrabbling to gather a few
shreds of credibility for the
deputy leadership election.

Throughout the last ten years
the opportunist left in Britain
has collaborated with Labour.
As Labour has moved inex-
orably to the right, and the
trade union movement has col-
laborated in its own marginali-

sation, the petit bourgeois Jefy
has moved with them. All of
these parties twist and (um tq
maintain a foothold in boyr.
geois politics — at various elec-
tions they have argued for 4
Vote for Labour; Vote for the
Labour Left; Vote Socialist or
Labour; Vote Socialist if yoy
can, Labour if you must; ang
ultimately Vote Respect -
George Galloway’s party which
promises o restore ‘Old Lab-
our’. To ensure the umbilica
cord to the Labour Party js
unbroken, left Labour Mps
adomn the platforms of every rad-
ical left campaign, especially
‘Stop the War’, even though they
are completely without influence
in the Labour Party and simply
maintain the fiction that it is pos-
sible to be a socialist and g
Labour Party member. These
forces are now pinning their
hopes on the election of a left-
leaning deputy leader.

There are movements across
the world that oppose imperial-
ism and stand up for the inter-
ests of working class people: in
Venezuela and Cuba, in the
growing movements across
Latin America. There are op-
pressed people who are strug-
gling for self-determination
and social progress despite the
barbaric opposition of imperi-
alism and its puppets: in Pal-
estine, in Iraq, in Afghanistan,
in Africa. There are working
class people in Britain who will
fight against racism and op-
pression here. There is an
urgent task for socialists in
Britain to build support for this
resistance and these move-
ments. The Labour Party will
oppose this, and the oppor-
tunist left will tailor its solidar-
ity to suit Labour. That is why
the precondition for a socialist
movement in Britain is a com-
plete break not just with Blair
and Brown, but with the entire
Labour Party.

Carol Brickley
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Health

By next year, compared to
1997, NHS spending will have
tripled, reaching £94 billion,
There are 20,000 more consult-
ants and GPs, 70,000 more
nurses, 118 new hospitals, 188
new GP practices. Statistics
look good: in 1997, almost
300,000 people were waiting
over six months for operations
compared with only 199 people
in March 2006, the government
claimed. In 2003, 75% of peo-
ple in A&E were seen within
four hours and in 2006 98.5%.
However, figures can be
massaged, regional and other
variations can be hidden and
mo;iey}i_s not the only solution.

AN

matters

Private companies are begin-
ning to take over GP practices.
The Private Finance [nitiative,
where the private sector builds
the hospital and leases it back to
the NHS in return for rent, has
been expanded under Labour
but with mounting financial
concerns that are currently
being suppressed.

Competition has been intro-
duced where people and serv-
ices previously cooperated.
Despite reorganisations and the
increase in money, there are
currently debt, closures and re-
moval of services with hospi-
tals threatened with closure or
loss of Accident and Emer-
gency and matemity services.
Jobs are being frozen or cut.
The promise about choices for
pregnant women, for which no
extra funding is allocated, is
estimated to need 3,000 more

lidwives but only 1,000 will
lify in 2009. The Connec-

ALY
 ling for Health IT system can-

not deliver and the cost has run
into billions. Student nurses are
ualifying with no prospect of
a job. Chnos reigns in the
appointment of doctors,

Private Finance Initiative

In March 2006, the Department
of Health tried to stop the pub-
lication of work from Man-
hester University showing the
st of building the first 12

hospitals under PFL Allyson
Pollock, professor at Edin-
burgh University, has recently
shown that the figures quoted
by the government 0 justify
PFIs are flawed. Since.l999,
there has been ample evidence
that the expansion of PFl'has
led to a contraction in Services,
for example, 30% fewet

with, ¢
beds in the PEI hospitals.
Recent research by Jean‘Shaqul

University

of Manchester }
shows that the first 12 hospit
built under PF1 were payu;g
8% interest compared to 4.75%
for public finance...adding up
to an extra £60 million per Year
for each 30-year contract. hc‘
additional cost of private
finance, taken overall for .lhc
155 schemes worth £9 billion,
comes to £480 million per yedr
Most hospitals built under [’l"
are paying back on |wcrﬂg"—
20% more than expected whet
the deal was signed, with som:!
paying up to 50-70% more
Hospitals have gone bankrupt-
Big business is what under-
lies the last ten years of Labour
in the health sector. A large per
centage of Labour’s increase 1!
NHS spending is going t0 fund
PFL. And as he stepped into thé
leadership position, Gordon
Brown announced an expan
sion of PFI schemes worth tens
of billions of pounds.
Hannah Caller
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Ireland

Power sharing returns

PAUL MALLON

After four and a half years’
suspension, devolved govern-
ment in the north of Ireland
returned with the reconvening
of the Stormont Assembly on
11 May. In his oath of office
specch, First Minster and
Unionist leader Ian Paisley
declared: ‘T have not changed
my Unionism, the umnion of
Northern Ireland within the
United Kingdom, which I
believe is today stronger than
ever.’” Sinn Fein deputy First
Minister Martin McGuinness
on the other hand claimed ‘I
am proud to stand here today
as an Irish Republican who
believes absolutely in a united
Ireland.” Here lies the contra-
diction of a political process
which is hailed as the final
solution to centuries of conflict
between Britain and Ireland.

On 15 May Irish Taoiscach
Bertic Ahern became the first
Irish premier to address the
Westminster  parliament  in
London. In a speech celebrat-
ing ‘the most beneficial trans-
formation in British-Irish rela-
tions in over 800 years’, Ahern
told his audience; ‘the so-
called “Irish Question” was for
a long time shorthand in these
halls for a nuisance, a problem,
a danger. A recurring crisis that
was debated here, but not
where its effects were most
felt’. But today, he declared, ‘1
can stand here and say that the
“Irish Question” as understood
then has been transformed by
the Good Friday Agreement.”
Sinn Fein has now replaced
the middle-class SDLP as the
main voice of northern nation-
alism. Under its leadership, the
Republican movement has
accepted the ceasefires of the

Power shanng ~leftto nght: Paisley, M(:Gulnness, Blair and Ahemn

1990s, British rule and the
Unionist veto as set down in
the Good Friday Agreement,
the various acts of decom-
missioning that followed, and
the disbandment of the IRA in
2005. Finally, Sinn Fein has now
accepted the sectarian police
force in Ireland and will take

up their seats on the policing
boards in June. British imperi-
alism has constantly shaped the
political process which has led
to this result, and at every tum
backed the Unionists in what-
ever demands they have placed
on Republicans,

Meanwhile, on 3 May the

main loyalist death squad, the
Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF),
stated that it would be standing
down its members but would
not be decommissioning any of
its weapons. This move was
being made now because the
‘constitutional question has now
been firmly settled’. The UVF
always refused to meet with the
international arms body estab-
lished to oversee the disarming
of the IRA but this has never
been a major issue for the
Labour government. Today in
the north of Ireland there are
over 144,500 legally held fire-
arms, one for every nine citi-
zens over the of age 16 years —
the overwhelming majority are
in the hands of Unionists.

On 16 May representatives
of the former IRA leadership
met with leaders from the loy-
alist death squads in their first
ever public meeting. The im-
ages of this exchange were
front-page news in the Irish
press, and presented as evi-
dence of the new type of poli-
tics in Ireland today, which
reduces the conflict to one
between two warring commu-
nities rather than one waged by
Republicans against British im-

On 23 May it was announced
that a further so-called ‘peace
wall’ — euphemism for a seg-
regation wall — is to be built in
Belfast. Since the 1994 cease-
fires nine other such walls
have been built as sectarian-
ism has increased during the
course of the peace process.
The result is increased segre-
gation: in Belfast in 1991 63%
of the population lived in areas
that were either more than
90% Protestant or 90% Cath-
olic. By 2001 this had risen to
66%.

perialism. Anti-imperialist pol-
itics have now been replaced
with the politics of identity and
culture; demands for national
and political rights have been
replaced by demands for civil
and human rights.

With the IRA out of the way
Sinn Fein is now free to court
middle-class votes in the south.
However, in elections to the
Dublin parliament on 24 May
Sinn Fein did much worse than
expected, winning only four
seats compared to the five out
of 166 seats they held in the
last Dail parliament. |

Education notes

PFI - Politically and
Financially Insupportable
The Private Finance Initiative
(PFI), promoted by Brown
when Chancellor of the
Exchequer and embraced by
Lhe Labour Party, gives private
major gov ent
contracts to build and run insti-

mm-xm ‘hospi-

tals and prisons in the state sec-
tor. The spin is that private
entrepreneurs have an energy
and vision lacking in local and
central government and via
partnership with the public sec-
tor can run a service like an
efficient business, respecting
the user as a client, and offer-
ing customer choice.

Five years on from its intro-
duction, most PFI contracts are
causmg massive problems: the
pnce of renewing contracts is
nsmg steeply and their duration
is increasing. Cleaning, school
dinners and pay-roll services are
now tied in to non-negotiable
contracts for years ahead even
where they have proved un-
satisfactory. The list of disas-
ters is long: head teachers must
pay extra to use their school
halls for after-school activities,
caretakers refuse to clean up
after sick children on grounds
of health and safety, schools
have to discuss the siting of rub-
bish bins with Head Office and
they cannot take on the Healthy

; e hecs

:,Academy schools are newly-

Academies- state suhsldles for
private interests

value. The control and manage-
ment of school premises and
school budgets is being trans-
ferred to more and more distant
multinational corporations whose
first responsibility is to their
shareholders. Some partner-
ship!

Academies - ‘an idea |

had sitting in Downing S’
Tony Blair’s farewell tour and
photo opportunity took in a 10-
minute visit to Northampton
Academy school, one of the 46
existing academy  schools.
There he proudly claimed his
legacy, the invention of city ac-
ademies, and his wish for 400
more such schools. Out of the
3,800 schools in England this is
a modest but significant aim.

schools’,
dividuals

2o,

deed Blair’s legacy — generous
funding for the few, commer-
cialisation of learning, patron-
age by big business and sec-
tional interests, and an attack
on the idea of state provision
and local democratic control.

Brown’s passion

Leader Brown says that his
‘passion is education’ — a feel-
ing not shared by the estimated
100,000 pupils who truant each
day from lessons. 135,000 can-
didates will fail to tum up for
this summer’s GCSE exams.
The number of ‘neets’ — young
people aged from 16 to 24 not
in education, employment or
training — stands at 1.3 million,
an increase of 15% since
Labour took office in 1997. A
survey has concluded that of
the estimated 150,000 children
‘educated at home’, 35,000 get
little or no teaching.

The oppressive system of
endless testing has made edu-
cation an unpleasant experi-
ence for a growing number of
students who are repeatedly
told that they have failed to
make the grade, Brown’s pas-
sion will not help them. Tory
Leader David Cameron says he
supports comprehensive, not
grammar, schools. He will not
help either. Both party leaders
endorse selection by ability and
teaching in ability sets from an
early age and in English
“schools streaming takes place
-age of four. A recent
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Parliament on 3 May saw the
Labour Party defeated in
Scotland for the first time
since 1955. Amid electoral in-
competence and confusion,
which saw the largest number
of rejected ballots — 142,000 —
in British electoral history,
the Scottish National Party
(SNP) emerged as the biggest
party, winning 47 seats to
Labour’s 46. SNP leader Alex
Salmond was appointed as
First Minister to lead a min-
ority government in coalition
with the Greens.

While the defeat of this im-
perialist, racist Labour Party is
to be welcomed, an SNP gov-
emment will see no real
change for the working class
in Scotland or for those op-
pressed by Scottish-owned
businesses abroad. The nation-
alists have received political
and financial backing from
millionaire capitalists such as
RBS chief Sir John Matthew-
son and Stagecoach owner
,Brinn Souter, The heads of
f Britain’s biggcst

I The elections to! the Seattish '

Tommy Sheridan of Solidarity which received 1.5% of the vote

(6.7%) in the regional votes.
In 2007 the SSP received just
525 votes in the constituencies
and 12,731 (0.6%) in the
regionals. None of their MSPs
will be retuming to parlia-
ment. SSP policy co-ordinator
Alan McCombes exposed the
SSP’s political bankruptcy
when he complained that ‘we
also fought a highly political
campaign, with a 450-point
manifesto, including the bold-
est and most radical policy of
any party in this election — free
public transport’, and acknow-
ledged that ‘most of those who
voted SSP in 2003 swung

e SNP in I.hls elec-

1 .tll

d working-class anti-imperialist
*'mpvemcnt.

‘nlut principles are to be

¢ ‘independence’. The result is
na that we have not seen any

Scottish elections:
no advance for the
workmg class

that it was: Solidarity got
31,066 votes, 1.5% of the vote.

Despite laying claim to the
title  ‘Scotland’s  anti-war
party’, Solidarity’s entire exis-
tence was geared towards
Sheridan remaining an MSP,
and thus towards respectable
electoral campaigning. In re-
cent months Sheridan’s focus
has been a parliamentary cam-
paign for a ban on airguns —
rather than the imperialist
guns blazing in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

When the SSP’s six MSPs
were elected in 2003, we
wrote in FRFI that: ‘New
Labour in Scotland will have
its own Old Labour opponent:
an SSP for whom anti-imperi-

sloughed off whenever it is an
lectoral necessity.” This is
vhat has happened for the last
four years. SSP and Sheridan
failed to effectively attack and
pose the Labour Party’s bru-
and  increasingly
abtndoncd any talk of social-
ism in favour of Scottish

wdvance in the building of a
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mperialist surge

t the beginning of April the

Iraqi government said civil-

ian deaths had increased by

3% and the US military
admitted that suicide and car
bombs in the whole of Iraq had
jumped 30% since the surge began.
The year to the end of March was
the bloodiest of the war so far,
accounting for 50% of all Iraqi
civilian deaths; 78% up on the pre-
vious year. Fatal suicide bombs, car
bombs and roadside bombs had
doubled and fatal mortar attacks
had quadrupled. Even the heavily
defended Green Zone in Baghdad,
considered a sanctuary for imperi-
alist and Iraqi puppet officials, was
not safe. Resistance fighters at-
tacked it on six occasions in the last
week of March. Rocket attacks
there killed a US soldier and a con-
tractor. On 12 April a bomb attack
by resistance fighters shook the
Iragi parliament building. On 24
April nine US soldiers were killed
and at least 20 wounded in an
attack on the US headquarters in
Diyala.

April’s casualty toll was the great-
est that British forces have suffered
since the war began. General Sir
Michael Rose, former commander of
British forces in Bosnia, said it was
time to pull out of Iraq to prevent
more lives being lost. For the first
time resistance fighters managed to
penetrate the armour plating of a Brit-
ish Challenger tank, indicating that
the new armoured vehicles ordered for
both Iraq and Afghanistan to replace
the Land Rover patrol vehicles will
not offer sufficient protection. As
Britain continued ostensibly to hand
over control of operations in the south
to Iraqi forces, a British government
spokesman claimed ‘mission accom-
plished in Southern Iraq’. Reality is
more reliably gauged from blogs
posted by British soldiers serving
there. Private Paul Barton wrote:
‘Basra is lost. It’s a full-scale riot and
the government are just trying to save
face. We were getting mortared every
hour of the day. Every patrol we went
on we were either shot at or blown up
by roadside bombs. It was crazy. It’s a
lost battle. We should pull out and call
it quits.” The Ministry of Defence
admitted that suicides in the armed
forces rose by 49 last year.

Tours of duty for US troops have
had to be extended from 12 to 15

or Iraq

eans more misery

On 1 May 2003 President Bush stood on the aircraft carrier Abraham
Lincoln in front of a banner proclaiming ‘Mission Accomplished’ and
announced that ‘major combat operations are over’. Four years later to

the day Bush vetoed a US Congressional bill calling for combat troops to
be withdrawn from Iraq next year and refused to set any date for the end of the
occupation. Since the war began over 650,000 Iraqi civilians have been killed. 3,401 us
and 148 British service personnel had been killed by early May 2007, 104 US and 12
British troops were killed in April. The so-called ‘surge’ of 20,000 extra US troops that
began in mid-February is failing in its proclaimed objective to establish security by this
summer. A further two US military brigades are to be deployed. JIM CRAVEN reports.

Najaf: demonstrations against the government in April 2007

troops in Sha’ourah Wajider village.
Another 16 villagers were killed by
US war planes in Sabaa west of Bag-
hdad. Reports from Anbar province
say US and Iragi forces have been
seizing people in home raids and exe-
cuting them and killing others in ran-
dom fire. Six women and children
were injured when a US helicopter
fired on a hostel in Diwaniyah during
intense fighting with resistance fight-
ers. A curfew imposed by the US and
Iragi forces meant wounded and dead
bodies could not be removed from the

- streets and local people were running

out of food and essential medical sup-
plies. In the Sunni Al Wihda district of
Tal Afar, Iraqi police were reported to
beummgagmgthatwanonmersm:

admitted mistreating civilians and
unnecessarily damaging property. One
third of them said they believed tor-
ture should be allowed in order to save
the life of a fellow soldier.

The Iraqi people were told the
‘surge” would improve security, but
they know it has done nothing for
their safety. When four bombs killed
more than 170 people in Baghdad in
mid-April it was the US and Iraqi
forces who were pelted with stones by
local people for failing to protect
them. The occupying forces are not
concerned with civilian security. Their
aim is to establish Iraq as a strategic
base in the region. They are doing this
by building at least four huge military
bases in the country logelher with a
massive fortified embassy in Bagh-
dad. This military domination is
essential to their primary objective of

al 'Sewnng control of resources in the
- region. Recent mpom:mggm that oil
reserves in Ir  great Lt-G;neml James Amos of the Marine
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Protracted war

Although the use of the term ‘surge’
was meant to suggest a short, sharp
action before a phased withdrawal, the
true plan is very different. The US has
no intention of pulling out of Iraq in

_ the foreseeable future. Anything that

suggested a retreat would be a major
blow to the US imperialist strategy
of global domination through the use
or threat of overwhelming military
power. General David Petraeus, com-
mander of the occupying forces in
Iraq, has emphasised that the surge
strategy will take time to achieve
results. In a very revealing analogy he
said, ‘Iraq is going to have to learn —
as did Northern Ireland — to live with
some degree of sensational attacks’. A
former Pentagon official said ‘The
timescale to succeed is years’.

The US plan is based on the
counter-insurgency document FM3-
24, drawn up by General Petracus and

Cprps, This document proposes clear-

(ing resistance. fighters from small

areas of an oocupled country one at a

e efforts are made to build
- support for the occupation among res-

'wliwbnlm ensuring the areas are

~ idents in each zone, It wamns that
-'Clelr-hold-hulld objectives require

ots of resources and time. US and

trol of the narrative’ and ‘shaping (he
information environment’ are pri-
mary objectives. ‘Discredit insurgen
propaganda and provide a more com.
pelling alternative to the nsurgent
ideology and narrative’, the documeny
suggests, One chapter is entitled ‘[ 0se
moral legitimacy, lose the war’. Mar-
ines are (lcscrihgd as ‘armed socig|
workers’, while insurgents are |ahe|.
led ‘amoral and often barbaric epe.
mies’. The ultimate purpose of these
operations is revealed at the end of ,
flow chart, where a big arrow points 1o
‘Establish a free market economy’,
Putting the plan into operation, the
US forces are attempting to create
ghettos in 30 out of the 89 districts of
Baghdad. Each area is to be syr.
rounded by walls or barriers of rubbje
and rubbish and continuously pa-
rolled. Movement into and out of each
area will be controlled by i issuing ID
cards, though movement outside the
ghettos will also be restricted. In nine
of the 30 areas joint US/Iraqi bases are
being established. In the Adhamiya
quarter of Baghdad work has started
on a wall three miles long and 12 feet
high to separate Sunni and Shia com-
munities. It is a plan that will almost
certainly fail. Quite apart from the
impossibility of the imperialist and
puppet forces gaining the moral high
ground, FM3-24 proposes manning
levels of 20-25 members of the secu-
rity forces for every 1,000 residents,
which would require the whole of the
occupying forces stationed in Bagh-
dad. The Iraqi police cannot be relied
upon, for residents fear becoming
their victims in sectarian arrests and
killings. No amount of patrolling can
keep out resistance fighters or prevent
residents, angered by the restrictions
within the zones, becoming new re-
cruits to the struggle. Similar plans by
imperialist occupiers in Algeria and
Vietnam failed for these reasons. One
Vietnam veteran said each zope in
Baghdad would become a mini
Islamic republic. ~
The plan was tried out in the Iragi
town of Tal Afar; the local mayor told
the US commanding officer, *What
you are doing is an experiment and it
isn’t right to experiment on people.’
Although President Bush proclaimed
the trial in Tal Afar as a shining exam-
ple of what could be achieved, the
town quickly reverted to a resistance
stronghold when the US forces with-
drew. On 23 April, 2,000 Sunnis
marched in protest at the Adhamiya
wall saying their district was being
tumned into a big prison. One resident
said “We’ll be like the Palestinians and
we will not accept that’. The protest
prompted Iraqi puppet Prime Minister
Nouri Al Maliki to ask the US to stop
building the wall. A US spokesman
said, ‘Construction of security barriers
across Baghdad will continue without
exception’, though the new US am-
bassador Ryan Crocker is reported to
have said the US military would re-
spect the wishes of the Iraqi govern-
ment. In a bizarre attempt to make the
concrete barriers more palatable the
Iraqi government has had some of
them painted with Alpine-like moun-
tain and meadow scenes. The resi-
dents have responded by p.llnllnL.
scenes of the daily horrors they suffer.
Other aspects of US plans include
placing up to five mechanised brig-
ades — about 40,000 men — south and
east of Baghdad, with at least three
between Baghdad and the Iranian bor-
der in case of a US or Istacli strike
against Iranian nuclear facilities. At

least four senior Isracli officers
attended the US staff course at which
the plan was drawn up.
Resistance grows

A poll carried out by the BBC and
several US media orgmusatmns in
April showed that opposition to the
accupation of their country is growing
among the Iragi people, 78% of the
population now oppose the presence
of US fp[},es and believe they are

making the security situation worse.
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May Day in Basra

This total includes almost all Sunnis
and more than 70% of Shias. Three
out of every five Iragis believe that the
US manipulates the levers of power.
For instance, the Iraq National Intel-
ligence Service is almost entirely
funded by the CIA, receiving $3 bil-
lion since 2004,

In early April local people in Al
Fadhil joined resistance fighters in a
street battle against US and Iraqi
forces after they had raided the local
mosque and killed two men at early
morning prayers. At least 36 civilians,
including women and children were
killed in the fighting. On 9 April Iraqis
demonstrated in Najaf calling on US
forces to leave the country. Some

reports claimed hundreds of thousands
- march, filling seven kilo-
metres of highway. In a show of unity
belymg the so-called sectarian divi-
sions, Sunni and Shia clerics marched
together. Six ministers who are sup-
porters of Mogtada Al Sadr withdrew
from the Iraqi government because of’
Al Maliki’s refusal to set a date for
withdrawal of occupying forces. Mog-
tada’s followers in the Mehdi militia
had been involved in heavy fighting
against the imperialist forces during
the first years of the occupation and
had become the prime target for the
US ‘surge’. Moqtada’s response was
to withdraw the Mehdi from direct
confrontation, though many continued
to fight. But on 22 April 800 Sadrists,
including one of their leaders, Sheikh
Qais Khazadi, were arrested by US
and Iragi troops. Mogtada accused Al
Maliki of reneging on an agreement
not to pursue the Mehdi and called on
his followers once again to take up
arms but to concentrate their effort
against US military personnel not fel-
low Iragis.

Democratic Party -
war party :
The US Congressional bill vetoed by

for the war and Bush’s approval rating
down around 30% the Democrats are
electioneering ahead of next year’s
Presidential race. It was their apparent
opposition to the war that gave them
their Congressional majorities in last
autumn’s elections. However, the
Democrats want to continue the war in
Iraq and expand the war in Afghan-
istan, They are at one with the Bush
administration in blaming the Iraqis
and wanting to impose benchmarks on
the Iragi government, including open-
ing up Iraqi oil to imperialist exploita-
tion. They removed the stipulation
from the bill that Bush needed con-
gressional approval before attacking
Iran.

The Democrats’ concern is that

‘present tactics in Iraq are damaging

the wider interests of US imperialism.
They want to defuse opposition at
home and find better ways of stamp-
ing out anti-US resistance and Islamic
fundamentalism. 70% of the US popu-
lation opposed the sending of more
troops to Irag; the Democrats are mis-
leading them. In the US, as in Britain,
the only way to help stop the war is by
independent mass political action.

Diplomatic manoeuvres

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
held talks with Syrian Foreign Min-
ister Walid Al Moualem in early May
during a conference of representatives
from Irag, its neighbouring countries,
the US and other members of the
group of eight industrialised countries
in Egypt. Rice encouraged Iranian
representatives to attend. Such talks
were rejected by Bush when first sug-
gested by the Iraq Study Group last
year, But the US administration is
being forced to respond to the con-
cems of sections of the US ruling
class and is now adopting a diplomatic
qymnchalonymmmwdemonm
tion of military power. It aims to “:II

greater co-operation among
m.mlcdminpmmv

tion movement within Turkey's bor

ders. Turkey has massed troops on the

Iraq border. Isracli war planes and
commandos train in Turkey and the
lwo countries co-operate on defence
industries and intelligence, lsracli
Prime Minister Olmert recently vis-
ited Turkey to discuss co-operation
against Iran’s nuclear programme and
ways of avoiding Turkish intervention
in Kurdish Iraq. The US then an-
nounced it would attack PKK (Kurd-
ish guerrilla) bases in Iraq.

Britain follows the line of equating
anti-western interests with radical
Islam, Gordon Brown recently told a
meeting of Labour Friends of Israel
that he wanted a new ‘cultural Cold
War’ against Islamic fundamentalism,
‘not too dissimilar to that of the cul-
tural cold war against communism in
the 1940s, *50s and '60s — backing
what we do in security, military and
intelligence’.

Rich profit from Iraqi
suffering

A UN Population Department survey
found a third of Iragis were living in
poverty with one in five totally desti-
tute. Half a million people in Baghdad
have no water for most of the day and
electricity is available for three hours.
A report by Save the Children said
infant mortality in Iraq had increased
by 37% since the invasion. In 2005,
one in eight Iraqi children, a total of
122,000, died before their fifth birth-
day and more than half of these deaths
were of new born infants. 900,000
Iraqi children have been orphaned
since the invasion. Over one in five
children’s growth is stunted due to
malnutrition. Four million Iraqis, one
in eight of the population, have been
displaced from their homes since
2003. Half of them have fled the
country. Now Jordan and Egypt are
closing their doors to refugees and

Syria is refusing to accept Palestin
ians who had been living in Iraq. Half
of Iraq’s 15 central and southern gov-
ernates are also turning away Iraqis
displaced from other parts of the
country unless they can prove they
were born there

While the horrors of life deepen for
the poor in Iraq, sections of the impe-
rialist ruling class and the Iraqi elite
are enjoying huge benefits from the
so-called ‘war on terror’. Since 9/11
pay for the Chiel Executives of the top
34 US defence contractors has dou-
bled. The boss of United Technologies
‘earned” $200 million in that period.
US Vice President Cheney received
$24 million for ensuring Halliburton
would be the main military contractor.
Scores of contractors have pocketed
millions of dollars out of Iraq

British arms manufacturer BAE
Systema is set to make a fortune from
taking over the US firm that makes
Humvee armoured vehicles. A new
generation of machines is due for the
imperialist wars, The British Govern-
ment Accountability Office estimates
there are 48,000 private military con-
tractors working in Iraq, These merce
naries have the same immunity from
prosecution as the regular occupying
forces. Some have been filmed driv-
ing through Baghdad
domly at people in the street. Yet
Britain has spent £165 million on
these security firms, a quarter of the
so-called Iraqi aid budget. The Armor
Group gained half its £129 million
revenue last year from Iraq and i
headed by Conservative MP Sir
Malcolm Rifkind |

shooting ran-

US soldiers undar bcm\baldmam

Imperialists launch
Afghan offensive

ist forces and puppet government

troops have launched a major exer-
cise to prevent the spring offensive by
the Afghan resistance. Code-named
Achilles, the operation has been
focused on Helmand Province in the
south and in the western part of the
country towards the Iranian border.
Both the US and Britain have claimed
that Iran is supplying weapons to the
resistance, but the move is no doubt
associated with preparing for a possi-
ble strike on Iran.

Controlled by US commanders,
Operation Achilles has involved 4,500
troops backed by air strikes and
Apache helicopters. The imperialists
claim to have killed 145 resistance

In Afghanistan occupying imperial-

EN

man, who was killed in Afghanistan in
2004, accused the Pentagon of lying
about his death, The Pentagon had
said Sgt Tillman had died in a heroic
action when in fact he had been killed
by US forces in a so-called *friendly
fire’ incident.

British troops in Helmand have

bm lryins to clear resistance fighters

gppy growing area. Eradi-
heroin industry was used
imperialists as one justification

occupation of the country and
mhMmMmhmmw

er, of the top 25 opium

smugglers in Afghanistan, at least three
are known to be members of that gov-
emment and both police and govern-
ment officials take bribes to tum a
blind eye to the drugs trade. Last year
poppy cultivation was up by 59%.
Some 2.9 million Afghanis, 13% of the
population, are involved. The trade
supplies 90% of the world’s heroin,
worth £1.2 billion to the drug barons.
Rich farmers will pay bribes of £200
per hectare to be allowed to continue
growing poppies. Poor Afghanis, how-
ever, have no money and use opium as
cash. Save the Children say 40% of
Afghan children are malnourished.
Less than half have access to safe
water. The infant mortality rate at 257
deaths per thousand live births is the
second worst in the world. One in six
Afghan women die in childbirth. B

June/July 2007 FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISMI 5



i T

T A RTE L  hal T

Palestine: Zionist terror

continues as people starve

The outbreak of fighting between Hamas and Fatah forces in
Gaza in May was predictable. Imperialism wants to see Hamas
and the resistance option it represents destroyed. President
Mahmoud Abbas and his allies in Fatah are openly collaborating
with imperialism and are being financed, trained and armed in
the hope that they can take on and defeat Hamas. Imperialism’s
economic boycott of Palestine continues despite the
establishment of the Hamas-Fatah National Unity Government
on 17 March. BOB SHEPHERD reports.

Such aid that the EU and other gov-
emments arc sending te Palestine is
being directed 1o Abbas and Fatah,
bypassing the Hamas-led Palestinian
Autharity (PA). A repont issued by
Oxfam in April, Povern: in Palestine:
the human cost of the financial bow-
coft. shows how the impenalists are
using aid in an attempt to bolster the
pro-imperialist forces around Abbas
and undermine the influence of Ham-
as. ‘The fact that Western donors have
channelled aid to Fatah-led institu-
tions, such as the Office of the Presi-
dent, has increased tensions between
Fatah and Hamas’, the report says.
The report shows the appalling effect
of the blockade:

@ The number of Palestinians living in
poverty has nisen by 30% since the
start of the blockade in April 2006.

® It has caused the income of the PA to
drop by over 60%. Now over 70% of the
161,000 PA workers, with an estimated
one million dependants, live in poverty.

® The number of Palestinians living in
deep poverty, defined as existing on
less than 50 cents a day, nearly dou-
bled in 2006 to over ! million.

* 46% of Palestinians do not have
enough food to meet their needs.

Since the formation of the National
Unity Government, Israel has still not
released any of the customs revenue

and taxes it is illegally withholding
from the PA, and the US refuses to
have any direct dealings with the new
government. On 23 April a meeting of
the European Union Forcign Ministers
reiterated their ban on direet aid to the
PA. They declared that they would
only deal with non-Hamas members
of the government and stated that their
Temporary International Mechanism
aid programme for Palestine, bypass-

Zionist forces killed 660 Palestinians in
2006, inciuding 141 children, This was
three times as many as in 2005. In 2005,
50 Israelis were killed in Palestinian
actions. In 2006 this fell to 23.

ing the PA, would continue for a fur-
ther three months *to ease the humani-
tanan crnsis in the territories’. The
cruelty of the imperialists knows no
bounds as it is their support for Isracl
and their blockade which is the cause
of the humanitarian crisis.

The twin-track policy of the impe-
rialists, of squeezing the Palestinian
people through the continuation of the
economic blockade and the daily ter-
ror of the occupation, while at the
same time building up the military
capabilities of pro-imperialist forces
continues apace.

From the date of the formation of
the National Unity Government on 17
March until the end of April, Israeli
forces had killed at least 27 Pales-
tinians including nine over the week-
end of 21/22 April. This attack pro-
voked the Qassam Brigades, the
military wing of Hamas, to announce
the end of their ceasefire and launch a
series of rocket attacks on Israel. Their
spokesman declared: “The lsraeli occ-
upation forces have killed the truce
that we gave as a gesture of goodwill
although we never trusted our enemy.
The world must blame the Israeli
occupation government for breaching
and undermining the calm’.

In mid-April details emerged of the
so-called Dayton Plan, designed by
General Keith Dayton, the US Sec-
urity Coordinator attached to the PA.

It allocates $59m for the training and
arming of Abbas’s Presidential Guard
and was discussed and agreed with
Israel, As the Israeli Deputy Defence
Minister brazenly says: ‘Bolstering
PA security forces loyal to Abbas and
supplying them with weapons and
ammunition will pose no security
threat at all to Israel as the purpose of
arming those forces is to develop their
capabilities in facing the growing mil-
itary power of Hamas and Islamic
Jihad in the Gaza Strip’.

In mid-May under the guise of
combating growing levels of crime
and unrest, Fatah-dominated Palestin-
ian National Security forces were de-
ployed in Gaza. However, they were
first deployed in the north of the Strip,
where the resistance forces are eng-
aged in attacks on Israel, and their

first actions were against members of
Hamas’s military wing. Within twg
days nine Palestinians were dead jp
the ensuing ¢lashes and on |3 May
the Interior Minister, Hani Al Qawas.
meh, resigned saying he had no cop.
trol over the security forces. His plang
to coordinate and bring topether
Hamas and Fatah forces were under.
mined by the (aza Preventative
Sceurity Chicl Rashid Abu Shabak,
an ally of US favourite Mahmouyq
Dahlan. It was Shabak who ordered
Fatah forces out on the streets of
northern Gaza without the agreement
of either Qawasmeh or Hamay
Hamas has accused Shabak and other
Fatah heads of the security forces of
being Isracli collaborators. As |y
became rapidly clear that Fatah could
not match the military expertise of
Hamas, Isracl openly intervened on
its stde, launching an air strike on 16
May on a building in Rafah which
was a base for the Hamas-run Exec.
utive Force, killing four and injuring
over 20. On 17 May, Israel allowed up
to 500 members of Abbas's security
forces to cross into Gaza from Egypt
where they had been receiving mili
tary training. The same day Israeli F-
16 jets taunched an air strike against
the Gaza City headquarters of Ham-
as’s Executive Force.
On 20 May a ceasefire was agreed
between Hamas and Fatah after over
50 Palestinians had been killed in the
fighting between the two sides, The
same day the [sraeli cabinet agreed to
ratify a decision to liquidate Hamas
and Islamic Jihad military and politi-
cal leaders who they accuse of involv-
ement in ‘terrorist attacks’. Following
this decision an Israeli air strike on
the home of a leader of Hamas in
Gaza City killed at least nine mem-
bers of his family. On 24 May, Isracli
forces stormed into Nablus on the
West Bank arresting 33 Hamas politi-
cians, including the Education Mini-
ster and two members of the Palesti-
nian Legislative Council. lsmach jets
pounded other targets in Gaza so that
in the week 17-23 May their forces
had killed 32 Palestinians including
17 civilians and seven children.
Zionist terror is set to continue. W

Winograd
GCommittee report

‘I have had my Bay of Pigs. Now I'm
waiting for a missile crisis’ Israeli
Prime Minister Olmert, responding
to the Winograd Report.
On 30 April the Winograd Comminee, a
panel of five judges appointed by the
Israeli government, delivered an interim
report on the 33-day war on Lebanon in
summer 2006. Committee chair Eliyahu
Winograd spoke of ‘severe failures’ and
declared that *We put the responsibility
for these failures on the Prime Minister,
the Defence Minister and the former
Chiefl of Staff.’ The repon says that ‘The
Prime Minister did not adapt his plans
once it became clear that the assumptions
and expectations of Isracl’s actions were
not realistic and were not materialising.’
Hizbullah leader Hassan Nassrallha
commented that: ‘Today the climate in
the whole of the Zionist entity is that the
war was a failure...the first imponam
outcome of this commission is that it has
finally and officially decided the issue of
victory and defeat..this commission
spoke about a very big defeat.”
The report criticises:
¢ Dan Halutz, then Chief of Staff, for
leading the country 10 war unprepared
and in an ‘impulsive manner’ and for not
offering the government any alternatives,
even accusing him of preventing senior
officers who disagreed with him {rom
. expressing their opinions to the Cabinet;
® Amir Peretz, the Labour Minister of

- Defence, for being unaware of the

army’s lack of preparedness;

@ Olmert, for taking the country to war
‘without systematic consultation with
others, especially outside the [sraeli
Defence Forces®;

® The cabinet, for approving the war
without understanding its implications.

While Olment’s testimony to the
Committee covered more than 200
pages, only 89 of these have been made
public_ In his testimony, Olmen said that
Condoleezza Rice had been in contact
with him before he discussed the war
with the cabinet. Olmert told the
Committee that the cabinet's main goal
was the implementation of the UN
Security Council resolution 1559, spon-
sored by Washington and Paris, which
called for, among other things, the dis-
arming of Hizbullah. This demonstrates
[sracl’s role as a proxy for US imperial-
ism. A report in the Israeli Haaretz
newspaper on 8 March 2007 says that
Olment first discussed preparing for a
war against [.ebanon on 8 January 2006,
four days afier he became acting Prime
Minister, asking for detailed plans in
March 2006. This was months before the
Hizbullah's abduction of 1wo Isracli sol-
diers on 12 July which was the pretext
for the invasion.

The Winograd Committee has no
comment on the war crimes committed in
the enslaught which killed thousands,
destroyed Lebanese infrastructure and
created over 500,000 refugees.

e days since 19 May have seen the
Lebanese army ruthlessly pound
the Palestinian refugee camp of
Nahr Al Bared outside Tripoli in an
effort to destroy Fatah Al Islam, a group
that is linked to Al Qaida. The Lebanese
government blames the organisation for
two bus bombings in a Christian area
outside Beirut last February. The death
1ol of the clashes is at least 79, including
many civilians, but the actual toll may be
higher as there are no accurate figures
for causalities inside the camp.
Palestinian factions inside and oul-
side Lebanon have condemned Fatah Al
Islam. Lebanese representative of the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, Abb-
as Zaki said: *Palestinians ouglt not o
be drawn into the matter because they, as
miuch as the Lebanese, consider Fatah Al
Islam a dangerous terrorist group that
threatens their safety’. Hamas political
chiel Khaled Meshaal called Lebanese
Prime Minister Sinjora on 22 May to
urge him to ‘protect Palestinian as well
as Lebanese souls’ inside the Nahr Al
Bared camp. It is possible that sections
of the Siniora govemment have de-
liberately provoked the confrontation.
The previous week Siniora had called on
the UN (o set up the Hariri wibunal,
which is opposcd by the mass of the peo-
ple as an altack on Lebanese sover-
eignly. Both President Emile Lahoud
and parliament, whose approval is
required, arc against the measure. The

Manan’ Darwish
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tribunal would be the first intemational

Imperialists attempt to
destabilise Lebanon

L Y &

Lebanese Army soldiers outside the

Jurisdiction established exclusively with
the task of enforcing a national law.

On 20 May 2007 Hizbullah con-
demned any attack by any group on the
Lebanese army as an attempt to desta-
bilise Lebanon: ‘We are sensing an
attempt to drag the Lebanese army into
this bleody conflict that might not end
easily... We are also hearing calls for fur-
ther escalation and fighting, which would
ultimately Jead (o more chaos and to a
generalisation of conflicts in Lebanon,

The Bush administration immediately
backed the Siniora government. Dut as US
Jjournalist Seymour Ulensh revealed on $
Murch 2007 in The New Yorker, the US
his been *pumping money, 4 great deal of

Palestinlan refugee camp of Nahr Al Bared

money, withow congnessional authorty”
for covent operations in the Middhke Fast
where It wants to stop the spread of
‘Shitite influence”, writing Gt “m Leb-
anon the administration has coopersted
with Sawdi Arabia’s governrwnt, which s
Sunni, in clandestine operations that an
intended o weaken Hizbullah'. Tlersh abo
revealed that “the Siniora governent and
its allies allowed somie of the aid to sd v
m the hands of emerging Sui rdical
groups i norther Lebanon, Use Dekaa
Valley, and around Patestinian cutmps in
Use south. Miese groupss, though smadt, ane
sevrt as a buller w [lizbullah; ot dwe sans
Ui, their ideological ties are with Al
Qaidda’ Manal Darvish
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The fight for a
United Socialist Party

ALVARO MICHAELS

President Chavez is determined to
establish 8 new United Socialist
Party of Venezuela (PSLVY), dissahv-
ing the current governing party, the
Movement of the Fifth Republic
(MVR). He has offered open discus-
sions on the new party’s constitution
with all members of other partics
presently supporting the government,
In March the first groups of ‘pro-
moters’ of the new party were sworn
in; then 16.000 more activists began
their task of motivating and register-
ing members. A target of 70,000 pro-
moters was set for 26 May: they will
constitute socialist battalions. Dis-
cussions about the pew party will be
orpanised across the country. The
State Nationsa] Electora) Council has
becn asked to supervise party regis-
tratien. At the end of Jupe PSUV
members will elect representatives to
a Founding Congress to design its
political programme: a socialism for
the 21st century.

The December announcemem shocked
the three bigger parties that have worked

with the MVR. Patria Para Tados and the
Vencruclan Cammunist Party which won
590,000 and 340,000 votcs respectively
in the last elections, subsequently agreed
to join the discussions which anticipate
theis organisations” dissolution. However,
Podemes, a ‘moderate’ lefl panty that
gained 750,000 votex, has rejected the
idea Chavezr makes clear distinctions
between socialists and libera! democrats
30 he has called on the electorate to recall
two Governors, of Sucre and Aragua,
leaders of Podernos now opposing the
embryonic socialist party.

Not only is imperialism and the small
middle class in Venezuela concerned with
this extremely significant step, but all the
US's political allies throughowt Latin
America are also becoming alarmed. On
27 May the broadcasting licence of Radic
Caracas Televsion (RCTV) expired, its
renewal refused by the government.

RCTV's cwners exploited its popular
soaps and game-shows to transmit gross
lics ahout the government. It supported
every attempt to unseat President Chavez,
including the defeated 2002 business-
class coup and the economic sabotage of
2003. The less of this ugly propaganda

machine has nfuriated the reactionary
claxs of wealthy owners

The Venczuelan govemnment’s fight
to deny super-profits to global cempora-
tiens has struck a deep chord in Latin
America’s masses, giving an example to
new governments in Bolivia, Ecuador
and Nicaragua, and threatening the reg-
ion's traditional pro-US parties. With
profits scized back from global corpora-
tions, the percentage of Venezuelan fam-
ilies in poverty dropped from 25% in
2003 to 9.1% in 2006, and the minimum
wage is now US$238 per month, the
highest in Latin America afler Chile,
higher if food supplements arc included.

National and regional
development
Repossessing national resources is ¢en-
tral to the fight against imperialism. In
Venezuela three sectors are now ¢entre-
stage: oil, electricity and telecommuni-
cations. The national telephone com-
pany (CANTYV, privatised in 1991) is
under state control from 4 June and to be
removed from the New York Stock
Exchange. New contracts with all for-
eign oil corporations mean that taxes are
now 75% of every barrel produced, in
contrast to 32% in 1995. The Natienal
Development Fund has already invested
US$20.15bn in housing, energy, popular
defence, health and civil infrastructure.
Seven years ago Venczucla proposed
the formatien of the Banco del Sur. At
the March meeting of the Inter-Amer-
ican Developmem Bank it announced
the Banco del Sur would start opemtions
on 1 June. With a cap\ml of $7bn, it ini-
tially included Argi Ven la and
Ecuador, now Nlcamgua and Brazil will
join. In 2006 Argentina, with Venez-
uela’s help, paid off its IMF debts, and
Brazil is following the lead, By pooling
much of their reserves into the new
Banco del Sur these states can avoid

paying high interest to western banks, of
being strangled by the IMF.

Promoted by Veneruela, in March
eight ttates farmed the Seuth American
Orpanisation of Gas Producers amd
[xporters (Oppegasur) a natural gas car-
tel with technology co-operation and
exchanges for development. Venezuela
has the world's third largest gas reserves
and in April proposed a global gas cartel,
similar to OPEC for oil, at the Gas
Exporting Countries Forum in Doha
The US sees this as a “threat 10 wotld
energy supplies’, the US Congress call-
ing OPEC "a global organisation of
extortion and racketeering’.

In April, ten of the 12 South America
presidents met in Venezuela for the first
South American Energy Summit and dis-
cussed economic unification of the conti-
nent, including the Great Gas Pipeline of
the South and the Trans-Caribbean
pipeline. Only the presidents of Uruguay
and Peru were absent. The Union of
South American Nations (Unasur) is the
name chosen by these states, which will
elect a permanent executive secretary
and locate its HQ in Quito, Ecuador.

Venczuela is in the process of joining
Mercosur which opened its Regional
Parliament in Montevideo in May to
replace its 1991 Joint Parliamentary
Commission. With 90 legislators this is
further sign of the profound influence
Venczuela is having in Latin America.

Venczuela founded the Bolivarian
Alliance, which now includes Cuba, Nic-
aragua, Bolivia and Ecuador, and which
has allowed a strengthening of the fight
against the bullying global corporations.
Venezuela is breaking the immoral US
blockade of Cuba as Venezuela's national
oil company PDVSA supplies Cuba and
will help it build a new refinery.
Venezuela has promised more than
£500m in investment and exploration in
Bolivia's gas ficlds and offered to help
Bolivia build its military, and to intervene
against any attempted coup. Cheap oil is
being supplied to local authorities in
Nicaragua, and aid is being provided to
impoverished Haiti, long a horrific ex-
ample of imperialist oppression. No one
should dare say that the political changes
in Venczuela are not dramatic. The gov-
ermment of President Chavez has had a
profound effect in the region, one that can
only accelerate with the formatien of the
PSUV. ]

Nothing changes after
DRC elections

IRENEE KAYEMBE

In December 2002 a peace agree-
ment te put an end to five years of
war in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) was sigoed in
South Africa. It set five main tar-
gets:

reunification of a couptry tfors
apart by different rebel factions
rebuilding the country
restabilising state power across
the whole country

national reconciliation

formation of a trained and inte-
graled natienal army.

L]

These were preconditions for tse organi-
sation of free, transparent and demo-
cratic elections in 2006 to bring about
new and reliable structures for a safe and
stable country.

By 2006 none of the recommenda-
tions had been implemented. There were
plenty of warnings of the lack of will 1o
effect change. The opposition called on
the population to boycott the elections,
but underestimated the force imperialists
were prepared (0 use Lo ensure it hap-
pened. :

The socalled CIAT (Comité
International d'Accompagnement de la
Transition), made up of the Us, UK,

German, French and Belgian embassies,
spent more than $450 million supporting
the government. Only President Kabila
had the right Lo use UN vehicles, planes
and helicopter for campaigning.

It was casy for CIAT to manage the

There is a plot sustained by imperial-
ism against the country, which begs the
question of the role of the United Nations
mission in DRC. The imperialist strategy
is very simple: prevent the country organ-
ising and unifying so that plunder and
looting continue unhindered.

While the population waits to see the
promised change from the elections the
nightmare continues unabated, In Jan-
uary 2007 more than 200 peopte had
been massacred in the southwest of
Congo (Bas-Congo) alone. Neither the
newly elected President nor his Prime
Minister bothered to send their con-
dolences to the victims® families, In
March 2007 a fight broke out in the mid-
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polling booths, especially in the eastern
part of DRC where Rwanda has more
control than the government. The out-
come of the elections is that Kabilas
alliance controls Parliament, the gov-
ernment and ten out of 11 provincial
governments. The July and October
2006 elections were a cover to legitimise
recolonisation.

POV S

die of Kinshasa o disarm an opposition
militia. Over 600 civilians were killed,
with the knowledge of the UN mission
roops who only managed to pick up the
corpses afierwards.

Why aren't the UN doing or saying
anything about the increasing human
rights violations when they are man-
dated to protect civilians? Harassment of

the opposition continues with over 80
people arrested without trial. Countless
journalists, human rights activists, oppo-
sition leaders, university lecturers and
scientists have been killed, and girls and
women raped daily in the east. Those
whe do this dirty work are known, but
are untouchable by the so-called govern-
ment or the international organisations
meant to bring peace.

A range of reports by the UN, World
Bank and NGOs such as Global Wit-
ness, RAID etc condemn the looting in
DRC and conclude that this is the rea-
son why they can’t help the country
organise itself. Ahead lies a total paral-
ysis of povemment, fewer and fewer
government meetings and weakness of
the state allowing militias to continue
terrorising people in the east. The main
imperialist actors are: Belgium, the
former colonial power wilth peo-stra-
tegic inlerests; the UK, now the largest
aid donor; the US with growing cco-
normic  Interests; and  France which
funded the election campaigns, Puppet
countrics are Sowth Alnca, secking to
keep  regional  pelitical  keadership;
Angola, which formerly controlled the
region’s  mining  and ol sectors;
Rwanda and Uganda, under the pretext
of chasing forces responsible for geno-
cide now hiding in the east, plus China,
the thard largest buyer of Congolese
minerals and other resources.

With rising mineral prices, these coun-
Lries are steuggling Vo impose their influ-
ence on the DRC and 1ake its resources.
So now Lhere is a corporate batle over
who is going to get the big rcturns be-
tween Eskom SA, Phelps Dodge, Adastra,
Banro, First Quantum, De Beers, BHP
Billiton, Anglogold Ashanti, Kinross-
Forrest and Mwana Aflrica. | |

ECUADOR

Fighting for the
Constitutional
referendum

ALVARD MFCHAELS

President Correa won the Presidency
with 56.8% of the Nevember 2006
vote, as leader of Alianza Pais (AP).
Yet AP ran no congressional candi-
dates, being a political alliance based
principally on the Ecuadorian Social-
ist Party, Correa’s central aim was to
quickly build a new Constitutional
Assembly. Defeating a determined
effort to prevent it happening, a 15
April referendum  approved  the
establishment of a 130-seat Con-
stitutional Assembly to draft a new
constitation. 5,354,595 people voted
‘yes’, 81.72% of the ballots cast. The
victory clears the way for elections to
the new body in June 2007,

bmnnn
'CORRUPTOSY

\\E‘lh

Workers demonstrate agains‘l cormuption

Correa is fighting the cortupted and
‘dollarised® political classes that have
seen seven presidents rejected by mass
protests in ten years. The President is
hugely popular amongst the poor. His
policies centre on meeting their needs:
reclaiming the country’s oil from foreign
corporations; objecting to drafl US gade
agreements and closing the US military
base at Manta. Correa rejects IMF for-
mulae, expressing solidarity with his
partners in the new Banco del Sur, say-
ing that it would end the region’s sub-
jection to IMF and World Bank control:
*...they don't need aircraft carriers or
bombers, only dollars®.

Correa’s reactionary opponents held
50 of the 100 Congress seats, and he did
not have reliable support among the
other 30 representatives. On I8 March
77 of them opposed Correa’s proposal
for a referendum on a Constitutional As-
sembly. The opposition tried to impeach
four of seven Electoral Tribunal mem-
bers to halt the referendum. The Elec-
toral Tribunal in turm remeved 37 mem-
bers who voted against the peoposal.
Opposition demonstraters then tried to
force their way into Congress. Congress
was suspended for two weeks,

21 substitutes were swom in on 22
March, and 20 more by 24 March, sa,
with $8 representatives present, Congress
could continue to discuss the matter.
More than 1,000 police surrounded the
Congress building in Quite 10 prevent
the sacked legislators from disrupting
the xession, 24 of whom were then ac-
cused of sedition for impeding a mecting
of the Congress. The motion for a ceficr-
enduny was then passed Tellowing an
agreement with minority parties. Most
oppositien members walked ot before
the vole,

Al least 11 of the sacked MPs (led to
Colombia, pleading political persecution
when warrants were issued for their ar-
rest. On 23 April the Supreme Coun
deglared the dismissals unconstitutional
and reinstated S0 of the representatives,
Police surrounded Congress to prevent
disturbances. The majority in Congress
cetaliated by sacking the Cour’s nine
top judges. The struggle in Ecuador is
advancing. |
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From 21 April to 4
May, 14 Rock around
the Blockade activists
went to Cuba to learn
about Cuban
socialism. They visited
workplaces, schools,
universities and
hospitals; took part in
an international
conference for the
Freedom of the
Cuban 5 and joined
six million Cubans to
celebrate International
Workers’ Day on May
Day. Sam Rae and
Annie Richards report.

Cuban workers in the
vanguard of the Revolution
We're at a state farm in Caimito, a rural
municipality in Havana Province. A
huge mural across one side of a ware-
house reads, “Citrus growers in the van-
guard of the Revolution’. Workers
inside are selecting the best-looking
produce to be sent for use in the tourist
industry. We interrupt to ask ‘How do
you feel that all the best produce is sent
to be consumed by tourists?” For a
moment it looks Iike it might all go
wrong; that our questions aren’t going
to be appreciated. Then, without stop-
ping the production line, the workers
take tumns to answer: ‘Look, the tourist
mdustry is vital to Cuba’s economy. It
needs the best-looking produce, and
when we send it we are the ones who
reap the benefits, because in Cuba the
revenues from tourism are fed back into
benefits for everyone, especially those
who need it the most.”

This anecdote epitomises the experi-
ence of our brigade: over two weeks we
talked with Cubans in every walk of life
and asked hundreds of questions. The
picture that we came away with is of a
reality richer than any theory. Cuban
society has contradictions, but these are
being addressed with the participation
of the vast majority of Cubans, who are
committed to their socialist revolution.
As events since Fidel Castro fell ill last
year have shown, the question of ‘What
will happen when Fidel dies?” so
obsessed over in the British media is a
diversion. Cuba has competent leaders
at every level, and will continue build-
ing socialism after Fide] Castro.

Our brigade was made possible by
the hard work of volunteers in the
Union of Young Communists (UIC)
which aims to make Cuba a more just
society based on socialist principles.
The UJC has 609,000 members in
53,000 grassroots chapters, represent-
ing the most committed revolutionaries
among the Cuban youth.

Our guide and translator for the two
weeks was a 20-year-old student and
UJC activist. Seven other UIC mem-

ROCK AROUND THE BLOCKADE IN CUBA

Cuban sociali
in action

3 &
Brigade members wi

th their hosts, Union of Young Communists members, in Calmito
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lost 85% of foreign trade ovemight, and
exacerbated by the tightening of the US
blockade. In 2000, in response to the
contradictions and alienation that had
arisen during this time, the Cuban
Communist Party (PCC) initiated the
Battle of Ideas. Over 7,000 projects
were initiated to address inequality in
society, for example, by reducing class
sizes in schools, providing access to
computers, TVs and videos for all stu-
dents, and improving local health care
facilities. Tens of thousands of Cubans
were retrained and re-entered the work-
force. The young Cubans we met in
Caimito are living proof that the Battle
of Ideas is working.

Participatory democracy
Contrary to what is written in the biased
British and US press, Cuba has a
vibrant participatory democracy, with
elections at every level. The electorate
can recall their representatives, who
continue to draw their normal salary, at
any time, and the UJC and PCC do not
participate in elections as organisations,
although individual members can stand
on an equal footing with mon-Party
members.

Cuban democracy is further strength-
ened by the existence of the mass
organisations — the unions, the
Federation of Cuban Women (FMC)
and the students’ organisations. All stu-
dents are organised to take an active
role in the running of their schools
through the Federation of Middle Grade
Students (FEEM) or the Federation of
University Students (FEU). Students
elect representatives in their place of
study, some of whom represent them at
the municipal and provincial level. The
FEU has seats in the National Assembly
of Peaple’s Power and there are formal
‘mechanisms for FEEM representatives

- to consult with govemment officials
il aicaal it

ship is completely voluntary, 97% of
Cubans choose to join. As well as hav-
ing seats in the National Assembly of
Peoples’ Power, the CTC is consulted
on changes to economic policy. For
example, in 1996, in response to the
Special Period, the introduction of
income tax for all Cuban workers was
proposed. After consultations with two
million CTC members in workplaces
throughout the country, income tax was
only applied to the self-employed.
Participatory democracy was evident
in all of the workplaces we visited.
These included a metal-working fac-
tory, a citrus farm, a dairy farm and a
bus station providing free transport for
all schools in the municipality. At the
bus station we saw charts in the staff
canteen displaying the names of the
clected union representatives, the
activists in the PCC branch in that

workplace and various worker commit-
tees that regulate conditions, For exam-
ple, workers elect three representatives
onto the committee that decides on dis-
ciplinary measures for misconduct or
lateness. Workplace assemblies take
place at least once a month, and regu-
late the day-to-day running of the work-
place.

The Federation of Cuban
Women

The Federation of Cuban Women
(FMC) was set up in 1960 to fight for
equal rights for women in Cuban soci-
cty. At that time only 12% of the work-
force were women. Now it's 44%, with
equal pay for both sexes. FMC volun-
teers help women of all ages deal with
problems at home, at work, school or
university and elected FMC delegates sit
in the national, provincial and municipal
assemblies. We visited a local FMC cen-
tre in Caimito municipality where 87%
of women are members. The branch sec-
retary talked about advances made for
women, while admitting there was still
much room for improvement. However,
progress has been made against
machismo, which has long been a part of
Cuban culture, and it is now increasingly
common for men to share childcare and
domestic work.

Committees for the Defence
of the Revolution

A highlight of our week in Caimito was
a visit to 2 Committee for the Defence
of the Revolution (CDR). These are
local grassroots organisations and in
cities there is one for every few streets.
They organise volunteers to patrol the
community at night, to ensure housing
is in good condition and to assist with
health and education programmes. Each
CDR has an emergency plan in the case
of invasion. They have arms to defend
the neighbourhood and once a month
they have a defence training day. Only

eight out of 145 local residents had cho-
sen not to join this particular CDR, but
the CDR president made it clear that
people who don’t join are treated the
same as anyone else and no distinction is
made in terms of access to local services.

‘To be cultured is the only
way to be free’ — Jose Marti,
Cuban national hero
Education in Cuba is holistic and
grounded in real life. From a young age
children learn about different jobs and
their value for society, not just through
books and TV, but by meeting workers
in different sectors, 12-16 year olds
have a ‘circle of interest’ as part of their
curriculum. The aim is to learn about
difTerent jobs in a practical way. We met
young people studying subjects as
diverse as gastronomy, homeopathy,
nursing and aeronautical engineering —
a far cry from a week’s token work
experience at age 15 in Britain. The
young people we met were very clear
about their future contribution to soci-
ety.
For the first week we stayed in
Escuela Vincente Perez Noa, a sy

Caimito. 1t was opened m 2001 in
response to the need for more teachers.
500 students aged 16 and 17 study here
for eight months to prepare for teaching
in primary schools in their own commu-
nity. After graduation students complete
four years of teacher training part-time
at micro-universities, recently set up
throughout Cuba, as part of the Battle of
Ideas. Vincente Perez Noa is one of
hundreds of pre-university schools
throughout Cuba which students attend
between the ages of 16 and 18. They
board during the week and everything is
provided for free, including books, uni-
forms, transport, meals and healthcare.
All pre-university schools combine
study and work, usually in agriculture.
We also visited Yur Gagarin
Secondary School where the headmas-
ter was just 24 years old, a clear indica-
tion of the responsibility held by young
people in Cuba. When we armived the
children were cleaning the school in
preparation for May Day. They were
organised into teams to see who could
complete their chores first. Likewise, in
the classroom, the emphasis is on co-
operation and emulation. For example,
in each subject the students elect a mon-
itor for their class who helps other stu-
dents with their learning. As a student
explained, ‘You always have someone
who is particularly good in a certain
subject so it makes sense that they help
the other students’, This is not a token
role: once a month the monitors are
given support to plan their own lesson
and deliver it to the rest of the class.

Investing in the Revolution

As Cubans told us many times during
our visit, Cuba should not be idealised.
They acknowledge that there are prob-
lems, of food production, of public
transport and housing., However, |6
years after the start of the Special
Period, the Cuban economy is growing.
This means that money can be invested
in infrastructure to alleviate these prob-
lems. However, it also means that
Cubans will not see an immediate rise
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in their personal standard of living in
terms of access to commoditics. All the
Cubans we spoke to understood and
were supportive of the need to prioritise
state spending on infrastructure. As we
saw for oursclves, the recent invest-
ments in a decentralised energy grid
have already made a huge difference to
the quality of life in Cuba. In the mid-
1990s, at the height of the Special
Period, extended power cuts were a
daily occurrence. We experienced just
one local three-hour power cut during
the two weeks we were there.

The message our brigade brought
back from Cuba is clear: the Cuban peo-
ple have survived the worst of the
Spec:al Period and continue to build on
the gains of their socialist revolution,
and their model of participatory democ-
racy makes the British political system
look like a sick joke. Cuba shows that a
better world is possible and this is the
message that we will continue to pro-
mote through our campaigning on the
streets of Britain.

Rock around the Blockade would like to
thank comrades of the Union of Young
Communists in Cuba for the effort that
they dedicated to organising our 2007
brigade. The comrades who worked tire-
lessly with us all contributed to making
the brigade an inspiring leaming experi-
ence that we will never forget. We have
retumed with a deeper understanding of
the Cuban Revolution and more eneray
for the political tasks we face here.

Miembros de Rock around the Blockade
quisieran agradecer a nuestros com-
paneros de la Union de Jévenes Comu-
nistas de Cuba por el esfuerza que han
dedicado a organizar nuestra brigada.
Los companeros que trabajaron sin des-
canso con nosotros contribuyeron para

hacer de la brigada una experiencia de
s inspirante que nunca olvi-
dgaremos. Hemos regresade con cono-

cimiento mas profundo de la Revolucion
Cubana y mas esforzados por las tareas
politicas que llevamos a cavo aqui.

Guban biotechnology

of the richest industries in the

world today, with the biggest firms
such as GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) and
AstraZencca among the top ten prof-
itable corporations in the world. Yet
millions of people die of common pre-
ventable discases each year because
they are unable to afford the expensive
drugs made by these companies. With
profit the driving motivation behind the
cfforts of ‘Big Pharma’ as they are
called, most scientific and pharmaceuti-
cal research funds go into developing
technology for military and ‘life style’
research such as impotence (Viagra),
obesity, veterinary drugs (for agribusi-
ness) and the cosmetics industry. Most
of the rest goes into the maladies of the
rich advanced capitalist countries with
populations that can afford expensive
therapies. The needs of the poor are sec-
ondary — research funds follow the
‘market’, ic profits, with the US,
Canada, the EU and Japan representing
over 80% of the world’s drug market,
and Africa 1%.

In Cuba, however, scientific research
is geared towards addressing the health
and social needs of Cuba’s population
and those in the underdeveloped world.
Cuba has developed one of the most
advanced and productive biotechnology
industries in the world since the 1980s,
when the biotechnology industry was in
its infancy. Cuba precociously devel-
oped an industry that has produced
drugs and vaccines including a hepatitis
B vaccine, the world’s only effective
meningitis B vaccine in 1989, a Hib
vaccine — the first fully synthetic vac-
cine to succeed in all clinical trials — i
2004 and a cancer vaccine that has been
licensed for use in the US despite oppo-
sition from anti-Cuban politicians.
About two dozen forcign firms, includ-
ing GSK, are now considering exploit-
ing other Cuban products.

Under the leadership of Cuba’s revo-
lutionary govemment, over $lbn of
state funds have been invested in the

Thc pharmaccutical industry is one

‘Scientific Cluster’ of western Havana

a complex of 50 or more applied
rescarch centres and their industrial off-
shoots — that makes up the bulk of
Cuba’s biotechnology industry. Each
centre houses rescarch, development
and commercial production under one
roof, creating a more holistic approach,
Chief among these is the Finlay
Institute, which we visited.

The Finlay Institute alone has devel-
oped 11 patents and seven vaccines for
Cuba’s health system, including typh-
oid, diphtheria, tetanus, whooping
cough and meningitis C and B. The
meningitis B vaccine, pioneered by Dr.
Concepcién Campa, was developed in
response 10 an oulbreak of the discase in
Cuba in 1983, when the only commer-
cial treatment available was rifampicin,
an expensive treatment used for TB.
Cuba’s meningitis B vaccine went from
research to mass production in six years
(the capitalist pharmaceutical industry
claims it takes 10-15 years to develop a
drug), and is now part of Cuba’s mass
vaccination programme, The needs of
the population, not profit, drove the
work.

With over 4,500 biotechnology firms
worldwide, 40% in the US and 40% in
the EU (mainly British and German),
biotechnology is even today still in its
infancy. More than half of the US firms
that emerged since the 1980s failed to
achieve profitability and most have
ended up being acquired by large phar-
maceutical finrns. In  April 2007,
AstraZeneca spent $15.6bn buying US
biotechnology firm Medlmmune, just to
keep up with its rivals who all have
‘yaccines businesses’. Cuba’s success is
not coincidental but a direct result of its
socialist principles and priorities. The
success is based on its highly literate
and numerate population, a highly
skilled and politically-conscious scien-
tific workforce and its revolutionary
and insightful leadership working to-
wards the betterment of humanity.

Charles Chinweizu

Free the Guban Five

On 29 and 30 April, brigadistas from Rock around the
Blockade and the RCG attended the International
Solidarity Conference to Free the Cuban Five in Havana.
The event was organised by the Union of Young
Communists and attended by over 500 delegates from

more tha_n 70 countries.

Gerardo Hemandez, Rene Gonzalez,
Antonio Guerrero, Fernando Gonzalez
and Ramon Labanino have been held in
US prisons since 1998. Between them
they have been sentenced to four life
sentences and 75 years imprisonment
on trumped-up espionage and conspir-
acy charges. The five men were indeed
collecting intelligence, but not about the
US govemnment or its activities; instead
they were infiltrating and mvcstlgatl.ng
counter-revolutionary groups in Miami
that were plotting terrorist activity
against Cuba.

The political level of the conference
was inspirational. Major contributions
included a detailed history of the con-
certed terrorist campa:pi waged by the
ﬂA and others against Cuba ev ﬁ

Belgium, the Ukraine and elsewhere.

while a representative from Barbados
spoke movingly about the suffering
caused in his own country by the 1976
downing of the Cuban passenger plane
by Posada Carriles and his terrorist
cronies.

The hypocrisy of the US keeping the
Five in prison while releasing Posada
was a recurrent theme and was stressed
in the closing session by Ricardo Alar-
con, president of the Cuban National
Assembly, who also reaffirmed the need

Brigadistas with family members of tha Cuban Five

the campaign to free the five must be
concentrated. Other speakers were from
Mexico, Venezuela, Spain, Portugal,

 The RCG was proud to be. mvucdonto
A ,

for a campaign to increase intemational
pressure in the build-up to the next
court hearing in Atlanta on 20 August.
Roberto Gonzalez told FRFIL: ‘Poli-
tics establish the limits of the judicial
process poimcs has entered the court-
an is part of a govemning system
s limits on the legal process,
fiv | on poli-

On May Day in Havana demonstrators carried pictures of the victims of Posada Cariles’
terrorist attacks

May Day in Havana

On 1 May, brigadistas rose before dawn to join 1.5 million Cubans to march through
Havana's Revolution Square as part of an international contingent of 1,645 representatives
from 74 countries. The march denounced the continued incarceration of the Cuban Five
and the outrageous decision of a US court to free bomber Posada Carriles. Many marchers
bore images of the 73 victims of his bombing of the Cubana flight in 1976. Nationwide, six
million marched that day. It was an inspiration to stand shoulder to shoulder with the
Cuban people against imperialism and in defence of their socialist revolution.

US court
frees terrorist
Posada Garriles

On 4 May, US District Judge
Kathleen Cordone declared that
the ‘shocking and outrageous’
tactics of the US government in
‘manipulating the legal system’ in
the case of Luis Posada Carriles
left her with no choice but to dis-
miss the indictment against him
for immigration fraud. Mass mur-
derer Posada, already on bail
since 19 April, was free and the
US government, in essence, off
the hook.
Cordone made it clear that, while aware
that Posada was a ‘political hot potato’,
she could not indict him on terrorist
charges if the govemment refused to
bring them. ‘The realm of this case is
not terrorism. It is fraud’.

Posada is known to be guilty of:
® 3 significant role in the assassination
of Chilean Foreign Minister Orlando
Letelier and his assistant Ronni Moffat
in the US in the 1970s;
® blowing up a civilian Cubana aircraft
in 1976, killing all 73 people on board,
with the documented knowledge and
support of the CIA and FBI;
® playing a leading role in the US Iran-
Contra debacle, aimed at destabilising
the Nicaraguan government in the early
1980s;
@ implementing the CLA-run Operation
Condor throughout Latin America in
the 1980s, involving the torture, repres-
sion and assassination of progressive
political activists;
© orchestrating a campaign of sabotage
and bombings against Cuban tourist
facilities in 1997, resulting in the death
of an Italian tourist;
an attempt to assassinate Fidel Castro

c fel. \“mgmll,_ in his arrogance, Posada gave an
 cwdnterview

to the New York Times, unre-

pentantly claiming responsibility for the
1997 bombings as ‘an act of war’.
Forced to act, their sole concern was to
prevent at all costs a public trial where
Posada could expose the extent to which
his every crime had been sanctioned by
the CIA. To the same end, the US has
consistently refused to extradite Posada
to Venezuela to face trial, in breach of
existing treaties, using the lie that he
will be tortured there. In February, a
court ordered that Posada should be
deported to a third country, but none will
take this notorious terrorist.

Ironically for a government that, in
its post 9/11 clampdown, swept up hun-
dreds of Muslims and Asians on sus-
pected immigration irregularities, only
to accuse them of cooked-up ‘terrorist’
offences, the charge brought against
Posada was nothing other than a cynical
manoeuvre to protect their own. Indeed,
in April, US lawyers had sought a court
order to gag Posada and prevent him
saying anything about his connection
with the CIA. On the contrary, argued
Posada’s lawyers, his 25-year service
with the CILA, as its agent and master
saboteur, would form the core of his
defence should he come to trial.

For the moment, both Posada and his
political masters appear to have got
away with it. But mass protests have
taken place across Latin America, par-
ticularly in Cuba. Even within the
United States outrage is growing at the
US’s hypocrisy in its ‘war on terror” —
while hundreds of alleged ‘terrorists’
are held incommunicado in Guanta-
namo for years, subject to torture and
inhumane treatment, for want of evi-
dence to charge them, this self-con-
fessed terrorist walks free. The cam-
paign is growing to see a man referred
to as ‘the Bin Laden of the Western
world’ brought to justice.

Cat Wiener
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On Tuesday 15 May,
Gordon Brown was
confirmed as the new
Labour Party leader,
having received 308
MP nominations. Only
27 MPs had supported
the great left hope John
McDonnell, far short of
the 44 needed to get
on the ballot paper. The
result confirmed that
the left within the
Labour Party is a spent
force. As prime minister,
Brown will serve the
interests of the City of
London and British
imperialism with the
same dedication as his
past ten years as
Chancellor of the
Exchequer. This did not
stop McDonnell from
wishing Brown every
success: loyalty to the
Labour Party for the
Labour left always
overrides political
principle.

cDonnell’s campaign was
based on an illusion
shared across the oppor-
tunist lefi that the Labour
Party was once and could
still be a party that represents working
class interests. That week Socialist
Worker (19 May 2007) had editori-
alised: “The left wing Labour MP John
McDonnell should be on the ballot
paper for Labour leader. Socialis
Worker has consistently supported his
challenge.” No socialist should have
supported McDonnell since he is com-
mitted 10 sustaining Labour as a rulin
party, and that means as a party running
the British state and British imperial-
1sm.
McDonnell and his supporters yeam
for the days of the post-war boom when
it was possible to guarantee the rela-
tively privileged conditions of higher
while sustaining adequate living stan-
dards for the mass of the working class.
However, this social democratic con-
sensus broke down in the mid-1970s
when the Labour government set mone-
tary targets and cut state spending, and
when, in the 1978-79 ‘Winter of
back, driving the higher-paid skilled

g §

The rise of
New Labour

it: all economic developments since
then confirm that British imperialism
will seek to satisfy only the interests of
the petit bourgeoisie and labour aristoc-
racy to ensure the relative social peace
it needs while it defends and extends its
interests throughout the rest of the
world. For the mass of the working
class there is only increasing repression,
deteriorating state service, poorer con-
ditions of work and unemployment.
These economic developments and
the consequent social changes have
moulded Labour, changing it from one
reactionary form - so-called ‘Old’
Labour — into an equally reactionary
form — ‘New’ Labour. ‘Old’ Labour was
a continuation of the alliance between
the labour aristocracy — a small, privi-
leged stratum of the working class
organised in skilled trade unions — and a
radical section of the petit bourgeoisie
that founded the Labour Party to repre-
sent its interests. The trade unions were
the major force in the alliance, bank-
rolling the party and dominating confer-
ences with the block vote. Under ‘New’
Labour the petit bourgeoisie has
become the predominant force: public
sector managers and directors, account-
ants, management consultants, lawyers,
Jjoumnalists, the upper echelons of the
media, NGOs and so on. The trade
union leadership is important only for
its financial backing, even though the
unions continue to organise more afflu-
ent workers particularly in the public
sector. Why and how this happened, and
its political significance, is a closed
book for the opportunist left.

The 1974-79 Labour
government and the crisis
The 1974-79 Labour government inher-
ited a serious economic crisis. By 1975,
it faced a huge balance of payments
deficit, a 24% inflation rate and a
lengthy run on the pound. Its response
was a wages policy, the first stage of
which restricted wage increases to
much less than the inflation rate,
Although the limit was hardly breached,
the balance of payments deficit contin-
ued into 1976, as did the run on the
pound. A second stage from | August
1976 limited increases to 4.5%, again in
agreement with the TUC. The result
was an unprecedented 10% cut in real
wages. By April 1976, the government
had exhausted an IMF loan negotiated
; ious December. Substantial cuts
® spending produced

emment’s strategy will be a continuing
and substantial reduction over the next
few years in the share of the resources
required for the public sector...[and] to
create monetary conditions which will
encourage investment and support sus-
tained growth and the control of infla-
tion.”

This signalled the Labour government’s
acceptance of monetarism. Opposition
from the trade union leadership was
muted, but when further stages in the
wages policy were imposed in 1977-78,
it was without TUC agreement. As
unemployment rose by a million, the
strain for wide sections of the working
class was too much, especially in the
public sector where such policies could
be more effectively imposed. In
December 1978, low-paid council man-
ual workers lodged a 40% pay claim,
and on 22 January 1.5 million came out
in the first of a series of one-day strikes.

Although the better-off sections of
the working class and the middle class
were able to recover their earnings posi-
tion by 1979, this was insufficient to
stop them from supporting the Con-
servatives in the June general election.
At the October 1974 election, 26% of
all skilled workers had voted Conser-
vative, and 59% Labour. In 1979, the
figures were 41% for either party. This
translated into the loss for Labour of a
large  number of constituencies in
London and the south east, Meanwhile,
poorer sections of the working class

abstained, amongst them significant

of black and Irish workers
by a govemment which had
sent their interests, oper-

In 1997 Labour had a programme which met the needs of B

—

ritish imperialism

the US only in 2005. British imperial-
ism utilised its dominance in the finan-
cial services market to shore up its
domestic position.

Under the Conservatives this process
was to continue with a vengeance as suc-
cessive governments tore down barriers
to the operations of the City. By 1997,
Britain’s total external assets stood at a
massive £1,976.5 billion, 244% of GDP.
Direct investment amounted to £232.4
billion (28.7% GDP), portfolio invest-
ment at £651.0 billion (80.3% GDP) and
other investment at £1,070.4 billion
(132% GDP). Manufacturing output
hardly changed throughout the period
with two serious recessions. During the
first, 1980-82, 25% of manufacturing
industry was lost as high interest rates
and an overvalued pound made much of
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it uncompetitive; by 1983, there was a
net trade deficit in manufactured goods
for the first time. In 1977, profits, inter-
est and dividends from overseas invest-
ment had represented less than 25% of
gross trading profits (excluding profits
on North Sea oil). By 1982 this had
risen to over 50%. Private overseas
investment grew from the equivalent of
just under 50% of manufacturing
investment to more than 175% over the
same period. In 1993, following the
1990-92 recession, British investment
overseas (direct and portfolio) at
£101.9bn, was greater than the total
capital investment in Britain at £94 2bn
and more than eight times the invest-
ment in manufacturing industry. In
1996 even after the recovery in domes-
tic investment and following a fall in
portfolio investment abroad, British
overseas investment was equivalent to
77.9% of total capital investment in
Britain and nearly six times that
invested in manufacturing industry.

Changes in the workforce mirrored
the structural changes in British capital.
Between 1975 and 1979, manufacturing
employment fell by half'a million. Over
the next 18 years it was to fall by a fur-
ther 2.6 million, from 7.1 to 4.5 million.
In the same period, jobs in finance and
business services rose from 2.9 million
to 5.0 million, a 67% increase. Many of
these jobs were highly paid: a new petit
bourgeoisie emerged whose increas-
ingly affluent lifestyle depended dir-
ectly on the success of British imperial-
ism. On the other hand there was also a
growth in low-paid, casualised, part-
time and temporary employment, espe-
cially in distribution, hotels and restau-
rants, which rose overall from 5.5 mil-
lion to 6.6 million: workers to serve the
expanding consumption needs of the
new petit bourgeoisie. Finally, and
despite Conservative rhetoric, employ-
ment in the state sector also rose, from
5.7 million to 6.7 million. Again many
of these were well-paid management
Jobs — for example, to run the internal
market in the NHS.

With these changes came increasing
poverty for the working class. The pro-
portion of people living in poverty (ie
below half average income) rose to 24%
in 1995/7 or 14.1 million people, 9.1
million more than in 1979 By 1997,
34% of all children, 4.6 million, lived
below the poverty level, 3.2 million
more than in 1979. 3.3 million house-
holds were workless, compared to 1.2
million in 1979. Only 35% of the work-
force was in full-time tenured work
compared to 55% 20 years carlier
Inequality grew: in 1979 the richest
10% had more than four times the
income of the poorest 10%. By 1995/97
it was nearly eight times, Income and
wealth inequalities had retumed to
Victorian levels.

The Conservative
government 1979-83

Although the Conservatives came to
power in 1979 promising cuts in public
spending, they were unable to deliver
them to any significant degree. This
Was in major part because social secu-
rity expenditure rose as unemployment
soared to four million by 1982, Whilst
pauperising large sections of the manual
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‘It Is not a question of whether

THE LABOUR PARTY

“New" Labour is more or less reactionary
than “OId”: it is merely the form that

Labour has had to take in order to remain

a party fit for imperialism in the 21st century.
It has become an openly bourgeois
imperialist party.’

working class, the Conservatives assid-
vously cultivated the support of the petit
bourgeoisic and labour aristocracy
through a succession of bribes and sub-
sidies: council house sales, cheap shares
from privatisations, growing wage dif-
ferentials. Privilege for these sectors
became mediated more and more
through the market, paid for through the
impoverishment of millions of workers.
The Conservatives were able to cre-
ate and sustain a new social base of sup-
port for Britain's vastly-extended para-
sitism. This was essential given the
massive onslaught on the working class
which required both the introduction of
draconian anti-trade union laws and the
destruction of basic employment rights.
Labour offered no effective opposi-
tion. Although Labour conference pol-
icy seemed to indicate a radical move to
the left (tniggering the defection of four
senior Labour Party figures to form the
Social Democratic Party in March
1981), Labour leader Michael Foot dis-
tanced Labour from any acts of working

class resistance. In 1981 Labour op-
with

B i e Doty Sends
on his deathbed to make Labour’s posi-
tion absolutely clear. When working
class youth rose up against police
‘racism in the summer of 1981, Labour
left and right condemned them. Despite
the blatant racism of the police, Tony
Benn declared ‘the Labour Party does
not believe in rioting as a route 1o social
progress nor are we prepared to see the
police injured during the course of their
duties’ — at 2 time when the opportunist
left was supporting his deputy leader-
ship campaign. His defeat at the
October conference marked the begin-
ning of the end of the left as a signifi-
cant force in the Labour Party.

By 1982 Labour and its allies in the
trade unions were in headlong retreat.
Ken Livingstone's capitulation when
the Law Lords ruled against the Greater
London Council’s Fare's Fair policy
showed the impotence of municipal
socialism. Meanwhile, the two major
rail unions, ASLEF and NUR, had
rejected joint action over a pay dispute
with British Rail. In the summer, a pay
dispute involving nurses and NHS
ancillary workers was allowed to drag
on for months whilst the TUC refused
10 organise any support. In April Labour
gave its support for the Malvinas
(Falklands) War, whilst Benn argued for
sanctions rather than military action,
proclaiming in Parliament that there
was ‘unamimity on the right of self-
defence against aggression’,

Labour went into the 1983 general
election with a manifesto promising a
‘fundamental and irreversible shift in
the balance of power and wealth in
favour of working people and their fam-
ilies’. This was anathema to the petit
bourgeoisie and better-off sections of
the working class who were already
benefiting from the Thatcher regime:
such strata either voled Conservative or
for the SDP or the Liberals. Labour's
share of the vote of social classes A, B
and C1 fell from 24% in 1979 10 16%;
of the C2 skilled manual workers, from

- 40% 1o 32%. Its overall share of the

~ vole al 28% was only 2% more than that
;:fusnrmwm G ¥
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To 1997

Prior to the 1997 election, FRFI pointed
out that Labour had become the party of
big business and the banks, and that its
victory, far from bringing any benefit to
the working class, would be the prelude
to attacks on democratic rights and state
welfare. We also said that the ruling
class would expect Labour to defend its
interests in a world of intensifying inter-
imperialist rivalries. We have been
proved correct, and the opportunist left,
which supported Labour in the election,
have been proved wrong. We had
understood how Labour represented
reaction all along the line, and how
every development within the party
after 1983 underlined this.

The Labour Party faced disintegra-
tion following its defeat that year. If it
did not recover the electoral support of
wide sections of the petit bourgeoisie
and labour aristocracy it would never
run the country again. That was the
clear message of SDP’s election result.
Labour had to refashion itself so that it
could both win the confidence of the
ruling class and build the electoral
coalition necessary to win a general
election. Replacing Foot as leader,
Kinnock laid down the requirement for
Labour very clearly:

‘...we can only protect the disadvan-
taged in our society if we appeal to
those who are relatively advantaged.
The apparent over-concentration of our
energies and resources on those groups
like the poor, the unemployed and the
minorities — does a disservice both to
them and ourselves...if we are to be of
real use to the deprived and insecure we
must have the support of those in more
secure circumstances — the home own-

ers as well the homeless, the stable fam-
ily as well as the single parent, the con-
fidently employed as well as the unem-
ployed, the majority as well as the
minorities.’

In other words, a Labour victory would
depend on the extent to which it could
secure the support of the upper layers of
the working class and the growing petit
bourgeoisie. In the meantime Labour
would abandon in words, as it had
always done in practice, the interests of
the poorer sections of the working class.
The 1983 Labour Conference which
elected Kinnock as leader also voted to
expel Militant. Many left Labour MPs,
seeing the writing on the wall, started
their odyssey to the right.

The defeat of the 1984/85 miners’
strike was to be the next decisive step in
the refashioning of Labour. It both
ended any significant trade union resist-
ance to the restructuring of British capi-
tal and, in the longer run, undermined
the central role the trade union leader-
ship played within the Labour Party.
The strike was defeated, not by the state
alone, but with the support of the trade
union movement and the Labour Party
who successfully isolated the miners
and the working class communities who
supported them. Crucial unions scabbed
by moving coal supplies, whilst the
Labour Party at first did nothing to sup-
port the miners and then denounced the
miners for defending themselves.

From then on, Labour determinedly
pursued a path of wooing the support of
corporate and financial capital and that
of the petit bourgeoisie and labour aris-
tocracy. General election defeats in 1987
and 1992 merely spurred its endeavours.
Under Kinnock a series of organisational

changes concentrated power with the
leadership, reducing the influence of the
trade unions and annual conference

Ry the 1987 election Labour was talk
ing about a thare-owning democracy and
supported council house sales. [ts mem
bership was reflecting the [‘r]\lh‘u-‘s!
interests to which it was trying to appeal
in 1987. 60% of its members had a
degree or equivalent higher educational
qualification compared to [ 1% amongst
the general population. The next step
was to overhaul Labour policies. In 1989
it abandoned unilateral disarmament, the
restoration of lost trade union rights and
renationalisation, and then supported
Britain’s entry into the Exchange Rate
Mechanism, signalling the end of a com-
mitment to full employment. Labour also
became soft on the rich, committed to a
maximum tax rate of 50%

In March 1990, Labour condemned
poll tax protestors in London when their
200,000-strong  demonstration  was
attacked and broken up by the police
Kinnock condemned the ‘minority” for
‘causing this dangerous uproar’ and
said ‘they should be dealt with
severely’. The following year, the first
Gulf War allowed Labour to re-assert its
imperialist credentials. The Labour
leadership was, if anything, more rabid
than Thatcher.

Following the defeat of 1992, Ken
Livingstone argued that ‘We must be
able to build socialism without taxing
middle income families till it hurts’, and
continued ‘If you analyse the result |
suspect that we just failed to win seats
we should have because people on mid-
dle incomes were concerned. In London
and the South East, £21,000 is average
camings and should not have been a tar-
get for higher tax. | have always argued
the figure should have been £26,000".
In other words, yet more concessions
were needed to the petit bourgeoisie.

In 1993, Kinnock’s replacement,
John Smith, reassured business leaders
that any futurc Labour government
would not introduce a shorter working
week although Britain worked the
longest hours in Europe. At the 1993
party conference Labour agreed to insti-
tute a policy of ‘one member, one vote’,
a direct attack on the trade unions’ dom-
ination of the party and possible
because the unions had been so enfee-
bled by anti-trade union laws, their con-
stant capitulations, and the loss of more
than 40% of their members since 1979.
The petit bourgeoisie — accountants,
management consultants, lawyers, jour-
nalists, lecturers, managers, profes-
sional politicians — was now in the driv-
ing seat. Tens of thousands of them
joined the party over the next few years.

From 1994, under Blair’s leadership,
social authoritarianism now matched
economic liberalism as Labour pro-
posed:
® Targeting of benefits to achieve cuts
and force people into low-paid work or
training. It dropped any commitment to
restore the link between pension and
wage rises.
® Increased powers for the police and
further attacks on civil rights. Blair said
Labour would become ‘the party of law
and order’.
® No new top rale of income tax.
Echoing Livingstone, Blair said ‘there
are top-rate tax payers now who are
hardly in the super-rich bracket and |
think we have to be extremely sensitive
1o them’.

Sealing the political defeat of the
Labour left and its radical petit bour-
geois allies, a Special Conference in
April 1995 voted to replace Clause 4
with an endorsement of ‘the enterprise
of the market and the rigour of competi-
tion” and a *thriving private sector’. In a
striking demonstration of their class
origin, 90% of constituency delegates
voled in favour, along with 54% of
union delegates. In February 1996 Blair
secured union agreement to ending
trade union sponsorship of MPs, and in
October the membership voted 95% in
favour of Labour's utterly reactionary
election manifesto.

In an act of obeisance Blair flew to

Auatralia to address a conflerence of
News [nternational executives
rewarded with the support of Muiril
och’t preas ineluding the Sur. The final
Nourish prior o the 1997 ¢lection was a
promise to keep to the Tories® stringent
publie spending plans if Labour was
elected

Labour now had a programme which
met the needs of British imperialism,
ind with the constant exposure of Tory
sleaze and disarray over Europe, it was
able to assemble the electoral coalition

o he

necessary to win the May 1997 election
A Tory lead amongst A, B and C1 vot
ers. which had never been less than
12% since 1974, was cut to 5%
Amongst C2s, Labour recovered all the
ground it had lost in 1979, posting a
lead of 23%. Wide swathes of the petit
bourgeoisie and the better off sections
of the working class felt that Labour
provided a surer defence of their narrow
material interests

Conclusion

Two weeks after the election, Chan-
cellor Gordon Brown handed control of
the Bank of England over to the City of
London. Parasitism remained rampant

by 2005, British imperialism’s total
external assets had risen nearly two-
and-a-half times since 1997, standing at
£4.837 billion, 395% of GNP. Labour
has fought five wars to protect Britain’s
global interests. More than 1.1 million
extra jobs have been created in the
finance and business sector as a result,
whilst jobs in manufacturing have
fallen by the same number. The reac-
tionary petit bourgeoisie has consoli-
dated its grip of the Party. The Labour
left, unable or unwilling to understand
economic and social reality, has been
reduced to a pitiful rump.

It is not a question of whether “New’
Labour is more or less reactionary than
‘0Id’: it is merely the form that Labour
has had to take in order to remain a
party fit for imperialism in the 21st cen-
tury. It has become an openly bourgeois
imperialist party. Those on the oppor-
tunist left who imagine that Labour can
be returned to a mythical past, or who
believe that an altemative in ‘Old’
Labour’s image can or should be built
are merely creating an illusion that
Labour’s opportunist past is worth
fighting for. It reinforces our point that
breaking with Labour and its apologists
is the only way a new party representing
the mass of the working class will be
built.

Robert Clough
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Turkey

Fascist stands
as President

DEVRIM TEKYOL

Abdulah Gul, the Turkish foreign
minister and member of the reac-
tionary religious Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP), has declared
his candidacy for the office of
President. Secular forces in Turkey
from both left and right are now
secing the AKP as a real threat.
The Turkish General Staff has empha-
sised its continuing ability to inter-
vene militarily in Turkish politics. It
sees the religious movement and its
political gains as dangerous to the sec-
ular regime of the Republic of Turkey
and has declared that the Turkish
armed forces will always be the
defender of secularism.

Abdulah Gul is a neo-liberal, pro-
US, far right politician. As a univer-
sity student he was involved with the
National Front. He has a deep involve-
ment with pro-US, EU and Isracli
forces. What Abdulah Gul wants in
Turkey is a system based on Islam and
the free market. He favours money,
commerce and US business interests.

The AKP is not a democratic party
and its rise has created concern about
the future of secularism and of democ-
racy, such as it exists, in Turkey. A
section of the liberal intelligentsia
would support military intervention
against the AKP should it become nec-
essary.

In the past the Turkish army has
supported the fundamentalist religious
movement against trade unions and
against the workers’, youth and com-
munist movement. When the Turkish
army came to power in 1970 and
1980, the army opened religious
schools as part of a war against the
communist movement; they killed
communists and progressives and
arrested revolutionaries. The very rea-

son that the reactionary movement has
managed to reach its current level
stems from the US-backed Turkish
ruling class’s fear of communism. The
right-wing religious movement has
been built up specifically in order to
weaken lefi-wing politics within the

working class.

Turkish progressives now [ace a
difficult struggle against both reli-
gious fascism and the fascism of the
military and so-called ‘democratic’
regime.

Down with the reactionary movement!
Long live socialism and revolution!

Long live May Day

On | May 1977, 500,000 Turkish
working class people assembled in
Taksim Square in Istanbul. Counter-
revolutionaries opened fire on the
demonstrators, resulting in 36 deaths.
Since 1978 the Turkish government
has not allowed unions or political par-
ties who demand democracy, peace,
equality and freedom to hold demon-
strations in Taksim Square on 1 May,
although whenever fascist, reactionary
groups or football fans want to hold a
demonstration, permission is granted
by the police without difficulty.

This year the Revolutionary Work-
ers Union (DISK), State Workers’
Union (KESK), Turkish Medical
Association (TTB) Central Council
and progressive political parties
decided to hold a rally in Taksim
Square on 1 May. Following reac-
tionary tradition, Muamer Guler, the
fascist govemor of Istanbul City,
again banned the demonstration and
deployed 17,000 police to prevent the
event from taking place. There were
700 arrests and a large number of peo-
ple were wounded. W

Ant comlt W|tch-
hunt intensifies across
eastern Europe

JUSEPH ESKOVITCHL

‘| The law of lustration]* makes the

McCarthyites of the United States
in the 1950s look like amateurs at
the practice of anti-communism.’ Le
Monde Diplomatigue, April 2007
Almost 20 years after the collapse of
the socialist bloc, a new wave of anti-
communism has swept across much of
Europe, as the gangsters, capitalists,
fundamentalists and fascists who
make up the leadership of the new
‘free, democratic and prosperous’
castern Europe combine economic
liberalisation with fierce repression of
all progressive and working-class
forces. A key part of this is a criminal-
isation of the history and theory of
socialism: justification for the slavish
pro-imperialism of today.

On 15 March, Poland enacted the
law of ‘lustration and decommunisa-
tion’. This law requires all Poles in
positions of responsibility in politics,
the media and teaching, as well as
senior civil servants, lawyers and
journalists, to fill in a form and
answer the question: ‘Did you secretly
and knowingly collaborate with the
former communist security services?’
Anyone who refuses to take part or is
proven to have lied may be banned
from their profession for ten years;
journalists in the public service who
‘collaborated’ will be sacked.

Since the ultra-reactionary Kaczyn-
ski brothers and their Law and Justice
Party (an alliance of fundamentalist
Christian and nationalist parties sup-
ported by the trade union Solidarnosc)
came to power, Poland has seen
steadily increasing state repression.
The regime has threatened to prose-
cute secondary school pupils for
protesting against the education min-
ister, to conscript striking doctors into
the army and to set the police on min-
ers planning to converge on Warsaw.
Roman Giertych, deputy prime minis-
ter, recently tabled a bill demanding
that any person disclosing their homo-
sexuality or ‘any other sexual devia-

Yeltsin mourned

Saviour (demolished in 1931 but fit-
tingly rebuilt during his presi-
dency); Yeltsin’s funeral was hon-
oured by the aftendance of two
former US Presidents, Bush Sor
and Clinton, the former British

and a people whose life expectancy,
once exceeding that of the US, fell to
that of Egypt. President Gorbachev ideo-
logically cleared his path:

“There are no alternatives to the mar-
ket. Only the market can ensure the sat-
isfaction of people’s needs, the fair dis-
tribution of wealth, social rights, and the
strengthening of freedom and democ-
racy. The market would permit the
Soviet economy to be organically linked
with the world’s, and give our citizens
access to the achievements of world
civilisation.” Mikhail Gorbachev, cited
by Istvan Meszaros, Monthly Review,
April 2007.

And so the glittering ‘achievements of
world civilisation” were enjoyed by for-
mer Soviet citizens: a handful of them
engaged in one of the biggest legally
sanctioned robberies ever conducted:
capitalism restored — with gangsters
seated at the high table. Within a year of
Yeltsin becoming Russia’s president
trade with Cuba was cut, subsidised oil
supplies to Cuba were halted and mili-
tary supplies slashed. Russia’s inflation

: ulﬂldWin 1992. In 1993 Yeltsin

Yeltsin, hero of the imperialists, directing
operations outside Parllament

open fire on them. About 150 people
were killed. In 1994 Yeltsin ordered
Russian soldiers into Chechnya against
separatists. 30,000 people, mostly civil-
ians, were killed. Russia became effec-
tively bankrupt in 1998, wages were not
paid; barter replaced cash. When he
resigned at the end of 1999 Yeltsin asked
for Russia’s forgiveness ‘because many
of our hopes have not come true’,
Yeltsin’s successor, President Putin,
said the collapse of the Soviet Union
‘was the greatest geo-political catastro-
phe’ of the twentieth century, We are
beginning to witness in the savagery
unleashed on the world the dimensions
of that catastrophe. ‘Communism has
collapsed.. It is a fact that should have

~ every socialist rejoicing’ said Socialist

Worker on 31 August 1991, And how fit-
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On 26 April, the Estonian state removed a war memorial in the capital city Talinn
commemorating those who died in the struggle against fascism in the Second World War.
This was a calculated insult to the Soviet Red Army and to its own Russian minority. One
person was killed in protests, and 40 injured.

tion’ in any educational institution be
fined, dismissed or face a term of
imprisonment. In February his father,
Maciej Giertych, an MEP for the
League of Polish Families, published
an anti-semitic pamphlet, paid for by
the European parliament and issued
with its logo, which included state-
ments such as ‘the Jews create their
own ghettoes’ and ‘anti-semitism is
not racism’ (‘Polish Witchhunt’, Le
Monde Diplomatique).

According to Le Monde Diploma-
tigue: ‘these anti-communist purges
and attempts to re-impose an authori-
tarian moral order in Poland — and
also to some extent in Ukraine,
Lithuania and other countries for-
merly in the eastem bloc — conceal a
worrying nostalgia for the period
before the second world war, when
racism was blatant. Some of those
caught up in the current wave of revi-
sionism go as far as extolling collabo-
ration with the Third Reich against the
Soviet Union’.

The attempt to identify the Soviet
Union as being as bad as or worse
than Nazi Germany, to equate com-
munism with fascism, involves many
European countries. In February 2005
a group of MEPs from Lithuania,
Estonia, the Czech Republic, Hungary
and Slovakia urged the EU to match a
proposed ban on Nazi insignia with
one on communist symbols like the
hammer and sickle. In January 2006,
the Council of Europe Parliamentary
Assembly (PACE), introduced Reso-
lution 1481: *Need for international
condemnation of crimes of totalitarian
communist regimes.” The resolution
complained that ‘public awareness of
crimes committed by totalitarian com-
munist regimes is very poor” and that
the *authors of these crimes have not
been brought to trial by the interna-
tional community’. The resolution
also condemns, but does not name,
‘totalitarian communist regimes... still
active in some countries of the world’.

Unsurprisingly, the PACE, which
includes parliamentarians from Brit-
ain, has failed to demand resolutions
condemning the crimes of imperial-
1sm.

On 16 October 2006, the Czech
Republic’s Interior Ministry banned
the Communist Youth Movement
(KSM), despite demonstrations of
thousands of people, solidarity from
Czech student organisations, groups
of former anti-fascist fighters, politi-
cal parties and civic associations, and
international solidarity from workers
and communist groups worldwide.
The Ministry cited the KSM’s mission

statement which calls for socialist rev-
olution and the abolition of private
property, as justification for the ban.
Jaromir Stetina, a former ‘anti-com-
munist dissident’ and a member of the
Czech senate said: ‘I think nobody,
not even the Interior Ministry, is
against the KSM’s right to hold opin-
ions. The Interior Ministry's reserva-
tions are against the KSM's methods
of achieving its political goals,
namely Marxism-Leninism, because
it is an appeal for violence and terror’.

‘The bourgeoisie tums everythinz
into a commodity, hence also the writ-
ing of history... And the best-paid
historiography is that which is best
falsified for the purposes of the bour-
geoisie.” (Friedrich Engels) Ever since
the Russian revolution in 1917, the
imperialists have poured incalculable
amounts of time and money into falsi-
fying and criminalising the history
and reality of the socialist countries,
in order to hide from the working
class the example of a different world
not based on exploitation.

At a meeting of the United Nations
Council for Human Rights on 12
March 2007, Sweden’s Foreign
Minister Carl Bildt hypocritically
condemned the govemments of
Sudan, Myanmar, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Belarus,
Cuba, Uzbekistan, and Iran for human
rights violations. He attacked the gov-
emments of Iraq, Iran and China for
use of the death penalty but failed to
mention its use by the United States,
He also failed to condemn the
Swedish troops in Afghanistan who
recently carried out the extra-judicial
targeted killing of the Afghan militant,
Matou Nematullah.

Cuba’s representative to the coun-
cil, Rodolfo Reyes Rodriguez, ex-
posed the imperialist propaganda of
the Swedish minister:

‘The cynicism, hypocrisy, and com-
plicity of his [Bildt’s] words is aston-
ishing..How can one speak about
human rights without mentioning the
torture centre in Guantinamo? How
can one do so without referring to the
war crimes being carried out by the
US occupiers in Iraq? How can one
speak in this room about human rights
and not mention the secret flights and
the ghost torture centres established in
several European countries?.. A
process and practice that Sweden no
doubt has been part of.”

We must follow the example of the
Cuban Revolution and expose at
every step the lies of the paid hacks of
imperialism. E|

* to lustrate: to purify



Hands off John Bowden!

On 18 April 2007, after nine months in an open prison and
shortly before a parole hearing to decide his suitability for
release after 25 years in prison, John Bowden was placed
in solitary confinement. The next day he was moved to a
closed prison. NICKI JAMESON writes.

n the day of John's transfer the

Dundee Courier's front-page

headline proclaimed ‘“Castle

Huntly killer has terror links’.
The article begins: *A Castle Huntly
prison social worker fears a brutal
killer, due for parole in two weeks,
has links to terrorists. A report by the
social worker claims that low-security
inmate John “Ginger” Bowden is in
continual contact with “eco-terrorists
or paramilitary members” and has
received visits from “people involved
in terrorism™."

The ‘social worker” in question is
Matt Stillman, whom John describes
as ‘a right-wing American entrenched
in punitive ideas about the role of the
parole and probation system’, and
who appears to have been chosen
specifically for this reason for the task
of writing a vital report for considera-
tion by the Parole Board panel that
will determine if John is to be released.

The alleged “terrorists’ are in fact
Brighton Anarchist Black Cross (ABC).
ABC is a longstanding organisation,
with small but active groups in many
countries, dedicated to supporting

‘class struggle prisoners’. FRFI has
worked with ABC groups for many

years, united by our shared under-
standing of the importance of the
struggle within prison. ABC’s main
~aclivitics arc writing (0 prisoncrs,
organising, benefits to raise funds for
prisoners’ welfare and supporting or
_organising solidarity pickets of pris-
‘ons. To label Brighton ABC as “terror-
1st” 1s ridiculous and easily refutable;
however this attack on John Bowden
and ABC is intended to send a mes-
sage 1o prisoners in British gaols that
they stand up for themselves and oth-
ers at their peril, and to prison support
activists to back off or risk being
blamed for decisions not to release.
Neither John nor ABC are bowing to
this pressure and are fighting the
attack politically. All FRFI readers in
and out of prison are encouraged to
support their campaign.

itsell” has undergone many changes.
John has always been quick to seize
the opportunities presented by ‘lib-
eral’ moments but has never been
taken in by the promises of reform. In
1989-91 John worked within Long
Lartin maximum security prison o
organise a series of forums at which
outside speakers, prisoners and prison

Demonstration in support of John Bowden outside the Scottish parliament

John Bowden was imprisoned for
murder in 1980, and has been in con-
tact with FRFI since 1983. In 1984,
following a trial resulting from a
protest at Parkhurst the previous year,
he wrote: ‘I was banished from open
society for a serious infringement of
criminal law — yet here I am deprived

of any legal or civil protection from
the murderous intentions and actions

of a barbaric and antiquated penal sys-
tem...1 shall continue the struggle in
every way possible to tear down that
cloak of state secrecy and reveal the
gross inhumanity that it seeks to hide.’

John has been good to his pledge,
taking every opportunity that has
presented itself to organise, educate
and empower prisoners, to encourage
political activists outside prison to be
interested in and understand the use of
prison as a weapon of oppression
against the working class, to write for
radical publications and to correspond
with political and politicised prisoners
around the world.

During this time the prison system

staff would openly debate aspects
of imprisonment, The prison re-
sponded well initially, allowing
John and others to invite in guests
who would never ordinarily have
been permitted, including repre-
sentatives of FRFI, but, just as the
first and biggest forum was about
to take place and the prison was
basking in the reflected glory, the
‘liberal’ governor had John
ghosted to Winson Green prison,

where he was viciously assaulted
by screws. The forum went ahead
without him and John later suc-
cessfully sued the Prison Service
for the attack.

After the 1990 Strangeways
uprising, John wrote a manifesto
for prisoners’ rights, which he
and other Long Lartin prisoners
submitted to the Woolf Inquiry
nto the revolt. He also contributed to
Larkin Publications’ 1995 book on the
uprising: Strangeways 1990: a serious
disturbance, writing:

‘Within a prison system that had

relied so heavily on brutality and an
institutionalised denial of basic human
rights, the Strangeways uprising rep-
resented an eloquent statement that
things would never again be quite the
same. .. Prisoners had shown that even
one of the most brutal gaols in Eng-
land, a true bastion of screw power
and authority, could be reduced to a
burning wreck il and when prisoners
said enough was enough. The lesson
was certainly not lost on those who
manage and administer the prison reg-
ime...The liberal fagade of Woolf was
coupled with a hidden agenda moti-
vated by revenge and a determination

to eradicate protest on the scale of

Strangeways for ever more.’

Indeed, between 1990 and 2000 the
British prison system was completely
overhauled and hundreds of new div-
ide-and-rule measures introduced, with
the aim of preventing resistance on the
scale of Strangeways ever occurring
again, This attack has had a significant
degree of success and by 2000, when
Turkish prisoners were on hunger-
strike, and John and Mark Barnsley
were attempting to initiate solidarity
within the British prison system, the
smallest of group actions had become
something many prisoners would shy
away from for fear of loss of privi-
leges, bad reports and ultimately denial
of release.

In this climate John continued to
operate politically, organising where
possible and talking at length with

younger prisoners, encouraging them
to read about and understand the alien-
ating and oppressive situation they
found themselves in. At the same
time, he began to prepare himself for

his own possible release. Prior to April
he had spent two years working unsu-
pervised in the outside community as
a volunteer on projects for the men-
tally ill and socially vulnerable, and
had qualified as a literacy tutor for
people with learning difficulties. He
had been allowed frequent home
leaves. As he wrote recently: “The two
fundamental criteria determining a life
sentence prisoner's suitability for re-
lease, the expiry of the recommended
period of time served in the interests
of retribution, and the absence of any
risk to the public, were both suffi-
ciently established in my case’.
However, two decades of exposing
and confronting the reality of British
prisons were not going to be forgiven.
John writes: ‘The truth is that my
treatment is politically motivated and
inspired by a determination to contin-
uously punish me for having fought
the system in the past and encourag-
ing others to do so, and also by a
determination to render me intellectu-
ally and politically compliant and
submissive. As far as the prison sys-
tem is concerned, the imperative now
is not about negating any genuine risk
that I might pose to the community —
that stopped being an issue many
years ago — but primarily about eradi-
cating my political identity and spirit.
From this point on, therefore, my
continuing imprisonment is nakedly
political and centres wholly on what I
continue to represent to a prison
system ever fearful of a politi-
cally awakened and militant
prisoner movement.’

Join the protest by sending
cards reading ‘Hands Off John
Bowden!” to Scottish Prison
Service Headquarters, Com-
munications Branch, Room 338,
Calton House, 5 Redheughs
Rigg, Edinburgh, EH12Z 9HW.
Scotland.

Letters of support can be sent
to John at: John Bowden, 6729,
HMP Glenochil, King O' Muir

Road, Tullibody, Clackmannan-
shire, FK10 3AD. Scotland.
Tear down the walls!, a pam-
phlet containing two pieces by
John Bowden, with an intro-
duction by Mark Bamnsley, is
available from Leeds ABC, PO
Box 53, Leeds, LS8 4WP, price
£1.50 plus 50p postage; free to
prisoners.
Join the demonstration in support
of John, on Friday 8 June 12-2pm out-
side the Parole Board headquarters at
Grenadier House 99-105 Horseferry
Road, London SW1P 2DD. =

Officer throws dice
while prisoner dies

A recent London inquest heard a
list of ‘systematic failings' by
Pentonville prison over the death
of Paul Calvert in October 2004.
Paul, a 40-year-old heroin addict
from Hackney, was the father of
two children. The court heard he
had made many attempts to stop
using illegal drugs. The jury was
told he had a history of depres-
sion and self-harm.

The original allegations against
Paul had been dropped but he
was armrested for breach of bail
conditions. Two days after he ar-
rived at Pentonville, Paul climbed
up pipes; after pressing the em-
ergency button, he hanged him-
self from the cell window with his
belt. Witnesses testified that they
warned officers he was depressed,
yet they moved his cellmate into

Meroell,leavmghimalone. ~y

cers to answer alarms. Former pris-
oner James Manning testified that
he was teaching an officer to play
backgammon when he noticed a
warning light and went to check
Paul's cell. This was at 2.20-
2.30pm but the light could have
been on from 1.40pm. Paul had wet
himself and he had been there long
enough for the urine to partially dry.
The jury returned a majority
verdict of misadventure and criti-
cised the prison for systematic
failures, breach of security, lack of
communication and disabling the
cell bells. Paul's inquest had been
delayed to enable the Crown
Prosecution Service to consider
prosecuting junior staff, As per
normal in these cases nobody is
being prosecuted. No-one who
was a senior manager at the time
at Pentonville was jc;l_lqd by the

there is a bill before Parliament
called the Corporate Man-
slaughter Bill. The Lords have
amended it to include prisons and
police stations. The Labour gov-
ernment has threatened to with-
draw the bill if the Commons
accepts this amendment.

Jim Wills

Prlsoner wins
eompensatlon in
Germany
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really glad that your paper does not
Muetpedplempmm Two months

Last year we reported that Chris
Tierney, who was released in
March 2005 after serving 18
years of a life sentence, follow-
ing diagnosis of a terminal brain
tumour, had been recalled to
prison for apparently swearing at
staff at a care home. Chris was
by then paralysed down one
side, losing his sight and dis-
playing behaviour that medical
experts on brain tumours said
was symptomatic of the condi-
tion and not something he could
control. Vindictive to the last, the
Probation Service, who had insti-
gated the recall, was not pre-
pared to agree to his re-release,
and he died in Norwich prison
on 7 May, aged 56.

' Chris was imprisoned for life
for murder in 1986. Throughout
his sentence he always had a
deep understanding of the inig-
uities of the system and always
stood up against its excesses

~ with Unbending principle. In the
| 1990s when sona in-
i aAnar bavabne aietls'e anibliod Tewnail

Obituary
Chris Tierney

sisting that life sentence prison-
ers undertake ‘offending behav-
iour courses’ to demonstrate
their readiness for progression
and release, Chris refused to
participate. Having long given
up alcohol and drugs, acknowl-
edging and understanding their
role in his conviction for murder,
he refused to engage in ‘hoop-
jumping'; instead he spent his
time studying sociology, psy-
chology and politics. He was a
militant  atheist, who cam-
paigned against the use of reli-
gion by the prison system to
obtain compliance.

Chris was a subscriber to
FRFI for nearly 20 years and in
2002, when Erlestoke prison
tried to ban the paper on spuri-
ous grounds, took a successful
complaint to the Prisons Om-
budsman, which other prisoners
have been able to use to argue
against similar censorship ever
since. We send our condolences
to Chris‘ frlands
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FRFI ROUNDUP

'Philosophers have only

interpreted the world in
various ways... The point
however is to change it.

Karl Marx

ight Racism! Fight Imperialism!

has been organising events ar-

ound the country in support of

those struggling against imper-
ialism, whether resisting occupation
and oppression in Palestine, Iraq and
Afghanistan or suffering racist at-
tacks here in Britain.

Asylum seekers fight back
FRFI comrades in the Northeast con-
tinue to work to strengthen Tyneside
Community Action for Refugees (TCAR).
TCAR is an organisation made up of dif-
ferent groups and individuals. Over the
past two months FRFI has fought to
ensure democracy within TCAR. At a
general meeting to review the principles
of TCAR, FRFI successfully proposed
that TCAR's remit should include rais-
ing awareness of British involvement in
countries that asylum seckers were
escaping from. FRFI has also countered
a proposal to ban the sale of political lit-
erature at events and is fighting against a
trend towards censorship.

TCAR members have produced a
leaflet to urge people to take a pledge of
resistance, to stand in solidarity with
asylum seckers against immigration
snatch squads, and asylum seekers have
been joining FRFI comrades in going
door to door in local communities with
leaflets and petitions.

On 5 May TCAR had a ‘right to work’
contingent of over 30 people on the Tyne
and Wear May Day March. A TCAR
member from the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) spoke on the platform at
the rally about the destitution forced on
asylum seekers by the Labour govern-

ment and finished her speech by leading
the crowd in a round of chanting against
deportations and for the right to work.

In response to the threatened deporta-

tion of leading TCAR member Guler
Akdogan and her family to Turkey on 11
May, TCAR members and supporters
from the local community mobilised ar-
ound the clock in defence of the family.
Led by a group of courageous young
women from the family’s neighbourhood
TCAR organised a mass petition collec-
tion in the centre of Newcastle on 7 May.

On 9 May a 30-strong TCAR contin-
gent held a lively demonstration and
occupation at Government Offices North
East. On 10 May the family was in-
formed that their deportation had been
halted, and they have since begun new
legal proceedings for asylum. Another
leading TCAR member, Joy Bowman,
whose attempted deportation to Jamaica
in March was halted with the help of a
national media campaign, has now been
granted the right to stay in Britain. The
struggle against other families’ deporta-
tion continues.

On 28 March and 12 April, FRFI com-

rades around the country joined the
national days of action called by the
Congo Support Project (CSP). On 12
April FRFI and North West Asylum
Seekers Defence Group (NWASDG)
joined a march in Manchester to demand
an end to deportations to DRC and to de-
nounce the biased British media. About
200 people, mostly Congolese, attended
this, the fourth in a series of Congolese
demonstrations in Manchester. Demon-
strators vented their anger at the racist
British state and staged sit-down protests
at the major junctions, stopping cars and
trams. A NWASDG speaker pointed to
British involvement in the Congo and the
need to unite asylum seeking communi-
ties in Britain with each other, and with
the local population.

NWASDG has kept up the campaign
in support of Halima and Bailey Junior, a

20-year-old pregnant mother, and her
one-year-old baby under threat of depor-
tation to Cameroon. Their case was high-
lighted in the Manchester Evening News
twice in a month. At Halima's final hear-
ing at the Asylum and Immigration [ri-
bunal on 15 May, she was informed that
she will receive the decision on her
deportation through the post. Her baby is
due in early June,

FRFI members and supporters in
London attended the CSP demonstrations
outside the Home Office in protest
against the forced removal of people to
the DRC where they risk torture and
death. FRFI comrades in London are
also continuing to hold monthly demon-
strations at Communications House
Immigration Reporting Centre.

Stop the war!

FRFI continues to campaign against the
brutal occupation of Iraq by British and
US forces. Weekly stalls have taken place
around the country calling for the immedi-
ate withdrawal of imperialist troops. On
the May Day rally in London we joined
Kurdish and Turkish revolutionary groups
to celebrate International Workers’ Day.
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Victory to the Intifadal

FRFI activists in London have kept up
their weekly activity on the streets in sup-
port of Palestine. Pickets of Marks and
Spencer, Britain’s biggest corporate spon-
sor of Israel, continue every Thursday
evening. The Boycott Marks & Spencer
campaign is now in its seventh year and

Zionist counter-protest. We will be joining
the 9 June Enough! national demon-
stration for Palestine, and to mark the
40th anniversary of the annexation of
East Jerusalem, the Victory to the Intifada
campaign will be organising actions
nationwide on or around the 28 June.

Come and join us in action!

we have seen ofT four years of organised

deporting
people with
IV and AIDS
Fight for justice
and dignity

AGI
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EVENTS

LONDON

Tuesdays 5 June and 3 July, 1-2pm
Demonstration Defend asylum seekers!
Stop deportations!

Communications House

210 0ld Street roundabout, EC1

(Nearest tube Old Street)

Wednesday 20 June, 7-9.30pm

LSE FRFI society public meeting

Palestine 1967-2007 -

40 years of resistance

London School of Economics (LSE),

Room $421, St Clement's Bullding,
Houghton Street, WC2 (Nearest tube Holborn)

18 July, 7-9.30pm
LSE FRF1 society public meeting:
Ten years of Labour
LSE, Room S50, St Clement's Building

Every Thursday 6-8pm
Picket of Marks & Spencer
Oxford Street

(Nearest tube Marble Arch)

LEEDS

RCG/FRF in Leeds is currently planning new
activities in the area

To get involved contact 07899 983 131,

For further detalls phone 020 7837 1688 frfi_leeds@yahoo.co.uk

0Or email eastiondon@rcgfrfi. plus.com or

northlondon@rcgfrfi.plus.com NEWCASTLE

Thursday 28 June 6-8pm
MANCHESTER Victory to the Intifada protest
Saturday 16 June, 12 noon commemorating 40th anniversary of
North West Asylum Seekers Defence annexation of East Jerusalem by Israel
Group street stall Market Street Northumberland St
Monday 18 June, 12 noon Every Saturday, 12-2pm

Street action

Demonstration Defend asylum seekers!
Close down Dallas Court Reporting Centre!
Dallas Court, South Langworthy Road, near

Every Saturday, 3pm
Tyneside Community Action for Refugees

Broadway tram stop, Salford (TCAR) weekly meeting
Saturday 30 June, 12-3pm Downstairs at Amnesty Bookshop, bottom of
Boycott M&S picket Westgate Road

Market Street For further detalls call 07857 323 523

0Or email frfi_northeast@yahoo.com
Website: wwwi.friinortheast.co.uk

For TCAR contact tynesidecarn@yahoo.co.uk

For further detalls phone 07816 547 066
Or emall meregfrfi@fsmail.net
Website: www.manchesterfrfi.co.uk

To contact NWASDG, phone 07779 189 794 SCOTLAND
Or email fightback_05@yahoo.com For information email
Website:www.asylum-seekers-defence.org.uk  frfiscotland@yahoo.co.uk

The Cubans
Zys are coming!

“Our best brigade yet!” was the consen-
sus when 14 members of Rock around
the Blockade (RATB) and the Revolu-
tionary Communist Group returned
from the campaign’s 10th brigade to
Cuba in early May. Being exposed to all
sectors of Cuban society and many
aspects of Cuban life we had the chance
to deepen our practical and theoretical
knowledge of the socialist Revolution
and had daily opportunities to discuss
the problems and benefits of the
Revolution (for report, see pages 8/9)
On 7 April, RATB held a day of action
to demand freedom for the Cuban Five and
an end to US occupation of Guantanamo
Bay. Lively actions were held in Glasgow,
Newcastle, Manchester and London. As
information about the case of the Five and

the achievements of Cuban socialism, in

paign, the Communist League and the
Young Socialists. With stalls, banners,
speeches and slogans, protesters paraded
around the square with placards demand-
ing the immediate release of the Cuban
Five, an end to the illegal US blockade
and opposing the shameful release in
Miami of self-proclaimed terrorist Luis
Posada Carilles who is responsible for a
campaign of terror against Cuba (see
page 9). The demonstration concluded
with a march to 10 Downing Street.

By mid-June, brigadistas will have
held six brigade report-back meetings
about the latest developments in the pro-
cess of socialist construction in Cuba.
Meetings in London and Newcastle on 16
May attracted good turnouts. In London,
brigadistas’ reports were accompanied by
video footage of interviews taken on the
brigade, including one with the brother of

Cpipoeciy

Rene Gonzalez, who drew a parallel
between the injustice against his brother
and the barbarity of the invasion and occu-
pation of Iraq.

This is an important and exciting
moment to get involved in our Cuba soli-
darity work, as we build up to a speaking
tour planned for February-March 2008.
We will be privileged to be touring Britain
with Orlando Borrego, Che’s closest col-
laborator in the Ministry of Industries in
Cuba 1961-1965, and Rogelio Polanco,
director of daily youth newspaper Juven-
tud Rebelde. If we can raise enough funds,
we will invite another representative of
the UJC. It is a wonderful opportunity to
participate in these events in the run-up to
the 50th anniversary of the Cuban Rev-
olution. Our Cuban comrades will address
audiences across the country, explaining,
debating and discussing. Planning for the
speaking tour begins now, so contact us as
soon as possible to get involved, suggest a
venue (schools, colleges, workplaces,
community centres), organise a meeting,
set up a branch of RATB, or to help
fundraise for this historical event.

Let everyone know — the Cubans are
coming!

Salmon and Compass pub, 58 Penton Street, N1
Nearest tube Angel.

Free/donations before 9pm, £3 after.

EVENTS

MANCHESTER
Friday 1 June, 8 till late

Rebel Music fundraising gig, with music from  Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 June, midday

Congo to Wythenshawe 9,30pm
Sofa, Wimslow Road), Fallawfield Camival for Cuba, Southwark Park
£2 50/donation on door RATB stall
Sunday 3 June, 2pm Phone/email for details of this and other weekend
RATB eyewitness report from Cuba stalls & fundraising events
Cross Streat Chapel, Central Manchester 020 7837 1688
email ratb@riseup.net or office@rath.org.uk
tel: 07940 961 169
Scotiand
GLASGOW
To getinvolved with RATB in Leeds email Thursday 31 May, 7-9.30pm
frfi_leeds@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 07839 983 131 mmmmmmmmm
George Moore Building, Caledonian University,
Saturday 16 June, 12 . o e et
ne, 1< noon
Free the Cuban 5 street theatre and protest | ">-2Y 7 June, 7-9.30pm
Grey's Monument, Newcastle First-hand accounts of Cuban socialism today
Email frfi_ COM Or Room 506, Boyd Orr Building, University Avenue,
tel: 07857 323 523 Glasgow University (no 44/44A bus or Hillhead
website: www. frfinortheast.co.uk Underground)
LONDON Email friiscotiand@yahoo.co.uk
Thiradey 7.ume, 7p-20 Chieck www.atb.org.uk for updates of events in
Movimientos — RATB eyewitness reports your area, speeches by Cuban revolutionaries,
from Cuba articles and analysis.

| would like to be involved in building for the 1 would like to join Rock around the Blockade

Cuban Speaking Tour 2008 and enclose a cheque for £2 (unwaged,
s students) €4 (low waged)____£10 (waged)
(annual membership).
Name.
Address
Phone number.
Email
lenclosg §........, SR e
.MN(MMmmm 51T T R ek S ey
h : Email
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'CHOOSE THE

If you belleve that the treach-
ery of the opportunist British
labour and trade union move-
ment must be challenged,
then there is no alternative —
Join the RCG!

| would like to join/recelve
more Information

about the RCE |
1 would like to Join an

FRFI Readers &

Supporters Group D

Name

AN —

Address _

ATV SARET AL e T .

SUBSCRIBE

to the best
anti-imperialist
newspaper in Britain
FIGHT RACISM!
FIGHT IMPERIALISM!

|z s acos o]

Subscription rates:

« Britain (inc N. Ireland): £7.50
for 6 issues, £14 for 12 issues

* Europe (Air): £11 for 6 issues,
£21 for 12 issues

* Rest of world (Air PPR): £12.50
for 6 issues, £24 for 12 issues
« Rest of world (air-sealed):
"£19.50 for 6 issues, £38 for 12
issues
« Libraries and institutions:
| double individual rates
Make cheques/POs payable to

Larkin Publications.
Add £5 for foreign currency cheques.

| wish to subscribe to
FRF1 beginning with issue

T A —————
@
B
|

Name

I enclose paymentof € for

_ issuesatrate
1 Return this form to:
1 !; A,
¥ BCM Box 5909,
! London WCTN 3XX
~ ABlack Panther

writes

I hope this finds you all well. I
received the February/March and
April/May 2007 issues of FRFI
that you sent me.

Thank you very much as I very
much enjoy the newspaper.

Best wishes to all those at
FRFL

e
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Th:mks to Sam Rae for an
interesting, thorough and quite
favourable review of my book
Democracy and Revolution: Latin
America and socialism today in
FRFI 196 (April/May 2007). 1
would like to respond briefly to his
more critical points
1. Cuba, Venezuela and
democracy. With regard to my
view that Venezuela may be able to
build a more open socialist
democracy than Cuba, Sam says
that *Venezuela may find that if it
is to face down the threat of
imperialism it has to settle for
something less than a perfect
democracy at the present time’,
and that while 1 clearly support
Cuba | sometimes ‘verge on being
apologetic about its political
system’, when *the Cubans have
good reason to be concerned about
protecting revolutionary power’.
You can’t have it both ways. [
strongly defend the grassroots
democracy of People’s Powerata
local level in Cuba, but express
reservations about the limitations
on open debate and popular
participation at national level
(while recognising that this may be
necessary in the context of
imperialist blockade). Venezuela
may find itself obliged to take
similar measures in the future,
although the context (oil, and the

absence of Soviet influence) may

FRFI BCM Box 5909 London WC1N 3XX
website: www.revolutionarycommunist.com

T T Sy

e-mall: editorial@rcgfrfl.plus.com

DEBATES ON THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM
Latin America and Cuba

general analysis. After all, in this
country it's not long in historical
terms since the massive polltax
protests, the miners' strike or the
so-called ‘winter of discontent’
Granted, none of these upsurges ol
protest and militancy was able to
generate an organised
revolutionary movement, but
prolonged periods of political
frustration and disorientation are
typical of the working-class
mavement in most countries,

Our essential disagreement is
about the impact of imperialism
and the labour aristocracy. | accept
that the reality of imperialism
implies a radically different
situation in this country as
compared to Latin America, but
not to the extent that we should
abandon the British working class
as completely corrupt and sold-out.
As signs of both economic and
political crisis multiply, there are
large sectors of the working and
popular classes in this country who
feel increasingly alienated and are
ripe for an alternative. If we do not
provide it, then the fascists will,
and however much we support
Cuba and Venezucla,
revolutionaries in those countries
will not thank us if we abandon the
struggle here.

DIANA RABY

The party does not stand candidates
Inlocal or national elections, which
means that non-party members are
elected al all levels, and allows for
separation of party and state. At the
same lime, because party members are
drawn from the most politically
advanced and capable people, they also
make up the maority of the Provincial
and National Assemblies, The outcome
of the party’s internal debates can
therefore direct basic policy at the
National Assembly, so that the party
acts as 'the highest leading force of
society and of the state’, as stipulated
in the Cuban constitution. | don't see a
problem with thal.

2) To be clear, | do not think that
{he British working class has
completely sold out.

However, there is a split in the
working class, with a privileged
section thal benefits from
imperialism (see Steve Palmer,
‘Labour Aristocracy mythmakers
and their mistakes’, FRFI 195, for a
detailed discussion of this). This
gives rise to opportunism: attempts
to divert the oppressed classes
away from revolutionary politics and
towards reformism. If we analyse
revolutions elsewhere with a view to
leaming from them, we have to take
this difference into account.

The demise of the anti-war
movement is a short-term
development, but it has a lesson for

Reply

ES
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us, one that is unique to an oppressor

give it greater freedom of country. The groups who control the
manoeuvre, But if we say that Thanks for engaging with my Stop the War coalition have
limitations on socialist democracy,  criticisms. Here are my responses: consistently denied the imperialist
whether in Cuba or 1) In my review | accepted your role of the Labour Party, putting the
(hypothetically) in Venezuela, are  pojnt that the large degree of Cuban blame on Bush (who is characterised
necessary in response to Communist Party (PCC) Influence at as just plain evil) and his so-called
imperialist hostility, then we can’t  the National and Provinclal poodie, Blalr. The million or more
say that these countries have a Assemblies is a democratic limitation,  People who marched against the war
fully democratic socialist system. but justified it as a necessary went home not having leamnt about
2. On popular movements in concession. Since going to Cubaand  British Imperialism and even more
Britain and other imperialist talking with people there (see pages cynical about the prospect of political
countries, Where I seehopeinthe  g/g) my response would be different.  change. They are made to feel that
massive protests against the war As you say in your book, thelr desire for peace Is Just a pious
four years ago and the emergence of  ‘recruitment to the party Is by popular wish, and, without an analysis of
forces like Respect or Communist nomination, in which workers In each  Imperiallsm, this is exactly what it Is.
Refoundation in Italy, Sam pointsto  enterprise propose for party | agree that we have to be
the collapse of the anti-war membership those individuals they prepared now so that we can put
movement and the sell-out of consider to be most outstanding'. forward an alternative when the
Communist Refoundation in office.  This, together with the fact that party ~ Tevolutionary canditions exist. An
But these are very short-term members hold no privileges, means essential part of this Is recognising
developments and cannot in that the PCC represents Cuban the destructive role of opportunism.
themselves form a basis for a workers as a whole. Sam Rae
Inhumanity to prisoners
I wish to bring up the matter of have to spend a night in hospital,  *humane’ Prison Service who
the Prison Service’s claim that *all  shackled to a hospital bed in only implement a ‘duty of care”
! extreme pain and discomfort. S0 when it suits them. Is an old man
he refuses to go to hospital to face  not allowed to spend his twilight
barbaric years with proper treatment and a
bitof dignity?
ALAN PORTER
- HMP Rye Hill, Warwickshire
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The imperialist countries

I would like to point out some
inconsistencies in Steve Palmer’s
article ‘Labour Aristocracy II
reformism and reaction’ (FRFI
197)

Firstly, you say that “The
working class inherently tends
toward internationalism and toward
socialism’. Later you state that the
labour aristocracy is ‘part of the
working class” and also that it ‘acts
as a brake on the overall struggle®. |
don’t see how the labour aristocracy
can simultaneously ‘act as a brake’
and “inherently tend towards
internationalism.’ which is what
you say the working class does. In
addition, if this were true there
would be no point in engaging in
class struggle of any kind as
conditions for a revolution would
be ripe, and the labour aristocracy
would not exist (as it clearly does).
It is necessary to convince people lo
become internationalists, since we
have a racist and imperialist
govemnment which most people
willingly submit to.

1 strongly disagree with your
analysis of political struggle and the
need to ‘raise the class
consciousness’ of the rest of the
class. As [ understand it, class
consciousness is the awareness of
the working class of their own
oppression and exploitation by the
ruling class. It is not an abstract
mentality which can be raised or
lowered. The quote from the
Communist Manifesto that you use
to support your argument says only
that ‘The Communists
are...practically the most
advanced...”. Communists are best
suited to lead the working class
because they have gained
experience in practical, political
struggle, not because they have
attained a ‘higher’ state of thought,
whatever that would be. In fact I
don’t like your emphasis on
consciousness at all as it smacks of
idealism and a belief in the primary
value of mind.

Taken together, these statements
about the ‘inherent’ socialism of the
working class and about ‘raising’
consciousness show a worrying
tendency towards aristocracy within
your own organisation. Aristocrats
believe that the “best™ (Greek:
aristos) people should rule. Buta
revolution is necessary not because
the working class are intrinsically
the *best’ people, but because we
arc oppressed, exploited, and
separated from the means of
production. Vive la revolucion!

PS Could you explain what
exactly you mean by ‘reformism’ ?
MATTHEW HOLBOROW
(by email)

A brief response

First, simply to take the cument

proletarial, al the moment regards as
its aim. Itis a question of whal the
proletarial is, and what, in accordance
with this being, it will historically be
compelled to do.” (Marx, Holy Family)

Unlike the ruling class which has
its property, its territory and its stale
and is therefore tied to its country, the
working class has nothing and
therefore no country of its own:

“The Communists are further
reproached with desiring to abolish
countries and nationality. The working
men have no country. We cannot take
from them what they have not got.*
(Manifesto)

These are not just fine words, but
historically the case until imperialism
was able to corrupt a section of the
working class. While the class as 2
whole tends toward intemnationalism, a
section of it has been privileged by
imperialism and tries to hold the rest of
it back, acts as a brake. What's the
difficulty with that?

Matthew thinks that emphasising
the role of consciousness ‘smacks of
idealism' etc. He needs to look at his
own argument, where he wants to
‘convince people to become
internationalists’. Frustrated by the
apparent lack of intemationalism of the
working class, Matthew wants to hurry
it up by...addressing their minds! If
the working class were not inherently
intemationalist, this would be a
completely utopian project. Communist
theory meets the working class to
become aware, not only, as Matthew
recognizes, of their oppression and
exploitation by the ruling class, but
also of the possibility and necessity of
throwing it off and replacing it with a
classless society and of the way

forward to do so.

As for 'raising consciousness’, the
whole point of communism is to unite
theory with practice: Marx and Engels
did not set up the Communist League
— they were invited to join by this
workers' organisation because they
provided the theory the workers
needed to advance their practice, and
they wrote the famous Manifesto. Marx
wrote about communists as
‘theoreticians of the proletarian class’
(Poverty of Philosophy); In 1892,
Engels described its origin in ‘twa
independent currents’ —‘a pure
workers' movement' and a theoretical
movement stemming from the
disintegration of Hegelian philosophy —
‘The Communist Manifesto of 1848
marks the fusion of both currents’
(Socialism in Germany). it is not a
question of theory versus practice, but
the unity of the two. An old communist
dockworker drove this home to me

with a story. A comrade is standing
outside a pub in the freezing snow one
evening, with snowflakes swirling
round, on New Year’s Eve, selling the
paper. Two of his friends are walking
by. ‘Hey, Joe', one of them calls. ‘Come
inside and have a drink — you know
that socialism is inevitable!" ‘Sure’

state of the working class for its true responds Joe, 'but it's only inevitable
nature is to miss the point. As Marx s0 long as | stand here selling the
observed: paper’.

‘ILis not a question of what this or
that proletarian, or even the whole Steve Palmer, US
Brilliant expose
Thanks for David YalTe's amazing to observe the wilful self-

wonderful analysis of British
capitalism (FRFI 194, December
2006/January 2007) and his
succinet yet comprehensive
comment on Brown's budget
(FRF1 196, April/May) which was
indeed for a decaying and parusitic
capitalism, Hardly less notable
than this brilliant exposé has been
Steve Palmer's total refutation of
Charles Post's sophisms. It really is

deceits of those who covertly
support the existing order but
claim to be its critics.

FRFI continues to give me (and
others) a powerful sense of
capitalist reality - a sense carefully
denied 10 us by the entire bourgeois
press.

JOHN O'HIGGINS
Leicester
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m Organising against Labour’s
racist immigration laws

FIGHT IMPERI LISM

n 19 May a successful day
of action took place in cities
throughout England and
Scotland in protest against
the British government’s
continuing attacks on asylum seekers.
The event was called and co-ordinated
by Tyneside Community Action for
Refugees (TCAR), who organised a
200-strong demonstration in New-
castle city centre on the theme of ‘You
will not snatch us silently!”
The demonstration was anything
but silent. Participants brought pots,
drums and whistles and there was con-
stant chanting. The march culminated
in an open mic rally, where speakers
included members of the RCG, Pale-
stine Solidarity Campaign, the Zim-
babwean opposition group MDC and
many more members and supporters
of TCAR. At least three speakers were
under the age of 14 and young people
were the main participants in the street
theatre. Young members of TCAR,
some of who have witnessed dawn
raids themselves, acted out an immi-
gration snatch squad, kicking down a
door and dragging out mother and
child, to boos and hisses from the
audience.
Comrades in TCAR report that the

last year has shown a distinct shift in
attitudes about asylum seekers with a
lot more open support being shown in
communities and on the streets. The
organisers of the 19 May events were
inspired by the support the demonstra-
tion received from working class resi-
dents of Newcastle, who spoke spon-
taneously and passionately on the
open mic about the racism of the cur-
rent system and the need for solidarity
with asylum seekers.

In Manchester FRFI and the North
West Asylum Seekers Defence Group
(NWASDG) organised a march, start-
ing from Strangeways prison where
asylum seekers are detained. Over 80
people rallied outside the prison, in-
cluding asylum seekers and refugees
from the Congo Support Project
(CSP), International Organisation of
Iranian Refugees, and Ethiopian, Erit-
recan and Kurdish communities, as
well as by the Sukula Must Stay Cam-
paign, Rhythms of Resistance samba
band and local working class people
and students. They then marched to
the city centre, where CSP speakers

highlighted the treatment of asylum
seekers in Britain by the racist Labour
government, denouncing Britain for
supporting Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) President Kabila
just as it supported the late despot
Mobutu. A speaker from Ethiopia
spoke about the government’s deliber-

On the march against deportations

ate policy of using destitution to force
asylum seekers to leave this country.
A 10-year-old Kurdish girl spoke
about how people in her country were
being attacked and her family were
not allowed to live in peace - ‘that’s
why we had to run away’.

In Glasgow, 60 people marched
from the immigration courts to the
city centre, with banners demanding
equal rights for all. Members of Unity
handed out leaflets informing the pub-
lic of the reality of asylum seekers’
lives and the march chanted against
dawn raids and detention. At the rally
asylum seekers spoke out against
criminalisation and vowed to resist
deportations back to Turkey, Rwanda,
DRC, Algeria and other countries
deemed ‘safe’ by the Home Office. An
RCG comrade spoke, stating the real
criminals are those British politicians
who support the brutal occupation of
Iraq, the genocidal war in DRC and
the fascist state in Turkey. He urged
Scottish people to unite with asylum
seekers in the struggle against poverty
and racism. The demonstration fin-

ished with chants of ‘the Home Office
is the real criminal!’

In Londom Fight Racism! Fight
Imperialism! held a lively demonstra-
tion outside Communications House
Immigration Reporting Centre on
Friday 18 May, supported by London
No Borders, Crossing Borders, Cross-
roads Women’s Centre, All African
Women’s group and the Médécins du
Monde London Project. The following
day North London FRFI and Notting-
ham No Borders held street events in
support of the day of action, a march
took place in Coventry, and Leeds No
Borders held an Asylum Solidarity Day
at a social centre, attended by about 60
people. FRFI is proud to have partici-
pated in this day of action and looks for-
ward to more unity in struggle against
Britain’s racist immigration laws.

No detention! No deportation!

Fight Labour’s racist immigration
laws!

An injury to one is an injury to all!
Together we are stronger!

e RS

Deliberate policy of

enforced

The Labour government
continues its assault on the

human rights of those already
marginalised, vuinerable and
made desperate by racist
immigration policy.

ALYSE THOMSON reports.

A recent inquiry by the Joseph Rown-
tree Trust branded the Labour govemn-
ment’s policy on asylum ‘appalling
and inhumane’. Even the Joint Com-
mittee on Human Rights of the two
Houses of Parliament has concluded
that: ‘by refusing permission for most
asylum seekers to work and operating
a system of support which results in
widespread destitution the treatment
of asylum seekers in a number of
cases reaches the Article 3 European
Convention on Human Rights thresh-
old of inhuman and degrading treat-
ment’. Most sickeningly, this treat-

ment is not merely neglectful, but

intentional — the same Committee
found evidence that the government
has a deliberate policy of destitution
that falls below the requirements of a
‘common law of humanity” and ‘inter-
national human rights law’. Labour is
trying to starve asylum seekers into
leaving the country.

In the absence of official statistics

phone boxes, public toilets and parks.

in the asylum process. Support can be
withdrawn as a result of legislation
such as Section 55 (for those who do
not reglster their asylum claim ‘as
soon as is reasonably practical’).
While under Section 9 families with
failed asylum claims who do not agree
to ‘voluntary return’ to their country
of origin can have all support severed.
Some families become destitute by
‘going underground’ in order to avoid
arrest and detention. Asylum seekers,
many of whom have already endured

destitution

5

An estimated 19% of refused asylum seekers are left with no choice but to sleep rough in

horrific suffering, torture, mental and
physical persecution in their country
of origin, have justifiable fears of
immigration snatch squads, detention
without access to adequate legal sup-
port and forced deportation.

79% of cases of destitution arise
due to ‘end of process’ or refusal of
final claims. Under the present system
financial support and accommodation
for asylum seekers are cut 21 days
after a final claim for asylum has been
refused. After this point the only offi-
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Protests in detention centres

Early May saw renewed protest in
immigration detention centres. On 3
May women in Yarl’'s Wood Remo-
val Centre began a protest, follow-
ing a threat by SERCO (the com-
pany which in April won a £87m
contract to run Yarl’'s Wood) to
introduce mew measures, including

inhumane conditions we have to suffer
in Yarl’s Wood'.

Some of the women involved in
this protest went on hunger strike, and
three days later over 100 male and
female detainees in Yarl’s Wood staged
another hunger strike.

At Colnbrook detention centre a

Tpm-Tam lock-up, confis g mo-
bile phones and cutting access to TV
news, According to a press release
issued by the Black Women’s Rape
Action Project (BWRAP) women
took to the corridors shouting ‘We
won't be locked up' and made ban-
ners out of bed sheets saying ‘We
want freedom’, *We demand Human
Rights’ and ‘We want justice’.

One woman, Jacklyn Edwards, was
then moved to Holloway prison from
where she told BWRAP: ‘I am being
punished for speaking out about the

cial support available is under Section
4, the so-called ‘hard case’ support
which can provide food vouchers and
hostel accommodation. However, pro-
vision under Section 4 only applies if
the asylum seeker fulfils certain crite-
ria, including agreeing to ‘voluntary
return’ to their country of origin, even
if it is clearly not safe. Over 90% of
asylum seekers feel it is unsafe to
return: hardly surprising when many
are asked to return to war zones such
as Iraq or Afghanistan, or countries
where persecution, torture, systematic
rape and ethnic cleansing occur, such
as Rwanda or Democratic Republic of
Congo.

Even where the asylum seeker ful-
fils criteria to apply for ‘hard case’
support, it is not always given. Claims
often encounter administrative delay
and error. Furthermore, the National
Asylum Support Service (NASS) does
not publicise the availability of ‘hard
case support’ so often asylum seekers
are unaware of this ‘tattered safety
net’ (Joseph Rowntree Trust). In a
sickening twist, Section 4 support is
sometimes refused if it is deemed that
the asylum seeker cannot really be
destitute if they have survived so far.

An estimated 19% of refused asy-
lum seekers, without a wider support
network, are left with no choice but to
sleep rough in phone boxes, public
toilets and parks. This figure would be

- far higher if it were not for the solidar-

; l!.yofﬁlmly friends and the work of

ful ps was brought to an end
hy force. On 20 May about 17 men
were moved to prisons or other cen-
tres. The detainees were protesting at
access to the church and library in the
immigration prison being reduced. The
official explanation is shortage of staff,
but it is considered to be a manoeuvre
to further limit association and move-
ment within the centre, and particu-
larly ion between d
from different wings.

Nicki Jameson

charities and voluntary organisations.

In addition to the physical hardship
caused by lack of shelter, adequate diet
and access to health services, destitution
has a seriously damaging impact on
mental health. Researchers, clinicians
and support agencies identify serious
risks to the mental health of those asy-
lum seekers who fall victim to Labour’s
inhumane treatment. Recent research
shows high levels of anxiety, depression
and disempowerment because of forced
dependency on NASS, resulting from
denial of the right to work. The Refugee
Council warns that sleeping rough, fear
of harassment and the inability to get
adequate help and diet were causes of
deteriorating health both mental and
physical; 83% of asylum seekers they
interviewed had experienced serious
health problems since entering Britain,
over half of which related to mental
health.

Despite Labour’s relentless cam-
paign to drive asylum seekers out or
underground by preventing them
working, recent polls indicate that
over 65% of the public support the
right to work for asylum seekers.

We must fight against Labour’s
racist policies and show support and
solidarity with all asylum seekers and
immigrants.

Defend asylum rights! No to
destitution! Support the right to
work for asylum seekers! Oppose
Labour’s state racism!
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