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THE offensive of fascism in Furope during these last weeks—

Hitler’s invasion of Austria and Franco’s advance in Spain—
has stirred the masses to activity. The imminent danger of a new
bloody conflict is being perceived with ever greater clearness by
even the most backward sections of the workers. In these critical
days, are there signs that the socialist movement is going to with-
stand the crisis and intensify the struggle for socialist power? If
the line pursued by the leadership of the Labour Party. both in
Parliament and throughout the country. passes unchallenged. our

movement will be lined up behind the Government in a new im-
perialist war.

When Chamberlain declared that the scale of British re-
armament must be further increased. the Daily Herald editorially
reported : “Almost everyone in the House of Commons’ debate

1

was Cl‘ying f()l' arms, arms. arms.

If in that debate the Labour

M.P.s sounded a different note. it was even more bellicose than

that of the Government’s supporter

The fact that the unpreci-

-ented rearmament programme throws a crushing burden on the
workers and will still further reduce the standard of living is

uynicadly smiited fram Lak
politiciafis acknowledge this
A )

copamon ™ sacrifice.

péoches. C 1)
fact, and euphemistically call it

talist seenon

It is clear that the Chamberlain Government is utilising the
widespread alarm which is manifest throughout the working class
movement at the developing offensive of fascism to bind organised
labour tighter to the war machine of the Government.

SAVE THE SPANISH WORKERS
FROM CATASTROPHE !

MANIFESTO of the FRENCH TROTSKYISTS

Churchill, the most brilliant rep-
resentative of the ruling class, recog-
nises that the blatant imperialist
policy of the defence of the existing
property relationships throughout the
British Empire is scarcely likely to
inspire a thirst for " sacrifice " in the
working masses, * without whom," as
he justly observes, " armaments and
munitions cannot be made.” He
therefore urges the Government to
sugar the pill, to establish a “moral(!)
basis for British rearmament.” Such
a basis, for the purpose of deceiving
the masses, he sees in a “ renewed,
revivified, unflinching adherence to
the Covenant of the League of Na-
tions " —- the League which Lenin
rightly called the " thieves kitchen.”
With this policy the Government
could proceed to build a military alli-
ance of the “ democratic " states. And
the plans of this arch-imperialist
Churchill, the prime mover in the
British intervention against the Rus-
sian Revolution, the worst enemy of
the working class, are vociferously
applauded by the Labour Party in
Parliament and by the Communist
Party in its press.

Having won Labour’s support for
the military budget, the Government,
without resistance, proceeds to make
more demands from organised labour.
What form will these new demands
take? Conscription, the lifting of the
regulations by the unions on over-
time, the dilution of labour—the pre-
cise content of the Government’s pro-
posals have not yet been made public.
What, however, is publicly stated is
that the or ised labour t
is again committed, as in 1914, to a
policy of more production, more arms
and munitions.

The workers in the Labour Party
rank and file, particularly among the
Labour youth who, after Hitler came
to power in Germany, believed they
saw a renewal of socialist faith among
the leadership of the Labour Party,
have been cruelly deceived. The Na-

tional Council of Labour, while mak-
ing anti-fascist gestures, has given up
all effective struggle against fascism.
Italy's aggression in Abyssinian was
(Continued on page 4, column 3)
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“AGAINST the STREAM?”

HE sands of the Armed Peace are swiftly running out. The world

stands to-day on the threshold of a new conflagration. The Versailles
Settlement is in ruins. The hungry and rapacious “ younger " Imperialisms
have carried fire and rapine through China, Abyssinia, and Spain, but
these wars will prove mere skirmishes contrasted with the slaughter and
destruction of the second World War. For we have now entered a period
in which force has become the inevitable arbiter of the conflicts of con-
tending Imperialisms. >

Only the international working-

a landmark in World History. Ger-

class could have averted the impend-
ing catastrophe. But the working-
class in all countries is disoriented,
betrayed by its leaders. swept along
on the flood-tide of the new social-
patriotism, which masks itself in the
cunning phrases of Collective Security
and National Defence. We had hoped
that the Spanish Revolution might
prove to be the tocsin which would
rally the forces of working-class
internationalism. But the Spanish
Revolution has for the time being
been deteated. Orf  working-class
internationalism there remain only
the forces of the Fourth International,
still weak, but growing, steadily batt-
ling against the stream that threatens
to sweep our movement to perdition.

March 11th, 1938, may well prove

RANCO is threatening Catalo-

nia. The whole Spanish work-
ing-class movement is threatened
with extermination by fascism.
Once again the truth is being hid-
den from the workers under pa-
triotic phrases and they are not
being roused to the real danger
of the situation.

What is above all necessary is
a mass mobilization to obtain
working-class action. The prob-
lem is not only military but poli-
tical. It is not a question of guar-
anteeing ““our” communications
with North Africa. but of giving
the Spanish proletariat the power
to resist Franco and to rouse the
workers in that part of Spain over
which he dominates. It is not a
question of tons of bombs. but of
the power of socialist ideas and
propaganda to disintegrate the
basis of fascist might.

All the phrase-mongers who
talk about peace and heg favours
from the High Command. take
wood care not to urge the wrokers
to the least ACTION in favour of

the Spanish working-class!

WORKERS, ACT! DEMON-
STRATE IN THE FACTORIES,
IN THE STREETS, AT MEET-
INGS!

1) THE COMPLETE OPEN-
ING OF THE FRONTIER TO

EDITORIAL

Franco's drive into Catalonia has deeply
stirred the French proletariat. The sworking
masses of France have risen with the des-
perare determination to stop the cmpry talk
of Blum, FJouhaux and the other ** cocialist ”
traitors and 1o take dircct action to help their
Spanish brothers. Addressing a mecting at
Caen, Jouhaux, the tradc union leader, was
howled down by 10,000 workers demanding
action instead of words. In the forefront
of this new surge of rcvolutionary militancy
stands the P.O.I., the French Seciion of the
Fourth International. The activity of this
small but intransigeant party has roused the
fury and tervor of the capitalists . . . and
of the Communist Party. From the fascist
press on the Right to * Human the
“ communist ™ organ, on the * Left,” our
comrades are bcing denowmced for their
revolutionary solidarity with the Spanish
workers against [ascism and for the socialist
revolution.  The London “ Times,” never
slow to sense a threat 10 the sacred rights
of the ruling class, reported on 28th March
that the “ trotskyisis ” were responsible for
the wave of *“unrest” among the French
working class. The P.O.J. in wus weekly
organ, ** La Lutte Ouvricre” for >4th March,
has issued a declararion calling upon the
workers to take pracrical steps roward helping
their Spanish comrades.  This manifesto has
found a prompi response among the masscs,
and since it is no less important and uscfuld
to English workers than to French, we are
publishing it hercwith.

THE WORKERS: the fronter

to be under workers™ control.

2) In talking of sending
FRENCH OFFICERS AND AR-
MY CORPS to Spain, Gamelin
(the Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces — Ed.) wants to
“maintain order ™ in Catalonia,
that is, to do France’s work for
him! ABSOLUTE CONTROL
BY THE WORKERS’ AND SOL.-

DIERS’ COMMITTEES MUST
BE IMPOSED ON THE SEND-
ING OF ARMS AND TECHNI-
CIANS TG SPAIN!

3) French soldiers and sailors
must fraternise with the Spanish
workers.

4) Demand the IMMEDIATE
RELEASE OF ALL THE REVO-
LUTIONARIES AND ANTI-
FASCISTS imprisoned in Barce-
lona. Valencia and Madrid.

5) Help the sending of FOOD
AND ARMS directly and under
the control of the workers” Com-
mittees.

6) Help the Spanish workers
to declare the proletariat in dan-
ger, to expropriate the bourgeoi-
sie, to declare the assumption of
power by their Committees, to
make a direct class appeal to
Franco’s soldiers.

The defeat of the Spanish pro-
letariat will be the defeat of the
proletariat of France in particu-
lar. ~

The * National - Union,” the
prelude to fascism, will be the
first result of this defeat.

The French workers must rise
against these capitulations. The
class struggle, the struggle for so-
cialism — or the crushing of the
workers both in Spain and in
France. That is the choice!

man Imperialism, booted and spurred,
re-emerges as the strongest military
power on the Continent. The align-
ment of forces becomes daily more
clear. On the one side Germany and
Italy with their ally Japan, gradually
blackmailing or bullying into acqui-
escence the small states of Central
and South-East Europe, who formerly
looked to France; on the other France
with her adventitious ally, the Soviet
Union. Even at this late hour Britain
maintaine her traditionally.aquivanal
position, makes a last despairing ef-
fort to marshal Europe under the
Four Power Bloc, for a new Holy Al-
liance against the Soviet Union, at-
tempts to break the Berlin-Rome Al-
liance by concessions to Italy.

Chamberlain’s plan, to carry
through which he was prepared to
sacrifice Eden, the best asset of his
government, has miserably failed. The
crisis of British Foreign Policy is
more marked to-day, than ever it has
been since 1914. But it is impossible
for Britain to maintain a neutral,
isolationist position in European af-
fairs if it is to retain world suprem-
acy. Those clear-thinking, far-seeing
champions of the British ruling-class,
Winston Churchill and Lloyd George,
stress this fact with energy. Eden’'s
policy is the same, and the British
Labour Party, who to-day represent
British Imperialism's second line of
defence, are not slow to follow suit.

It is with good reason that the Brit-
ish ruling-class is panic-stricken by
the terrifying event of March 11th,
the German invasion of Austria. For
Germany now dominates Central Eur-
ope, holds the strategic key to the
Danube and the Balkans, to the vast
cattle-raising, wheat growing plain of
Hungary, and the rich oilwells of
R ia. The ion of Austria
adds 7 millions to the population of
the Reich, a reserve of man-power
for War, and the mineral and agri-
cultural wealth essential for the hin-
terland of War. The Drive to the
East, the traditional road of German
Imperialism, interrupted by the col-
lapse of 1918 and the interregnum of ~
the Weimar Republic, has recom-
menced.

In itself the collapse of Austria
need occasion no tears. While the
sentimental bourgeois laments the
last faint strains of the delicate cul-
ture of Vienna and Salzburg, the
working-class sees in this event the
definitive ending of the Versailles
Settlement, the attempt by .the Im-
perialist victors of the first World
War to bind history in a strait- -
Jacket. We do not mourn for the
independence of Austria. We mourn
for our devoted and heroic Austrian
brothers and sisters, who- have been
handed over to the foul brutalities of
the Hitler regime.

As in Germany and Hun, de-

gary
feat for Austria in 1918 brought Re-
(Continued on page 3)
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YOUTH and the REVOLU

TION

WAR AND THE YOUTH

Betrayal at L.L.O.Y. Conference

HE recent conference of Labour
Youth was characterised by the
final capitulation of the stalinist lead-
ers to the chauvinist policy of Trans-
port House.

From the day when the “ Memoran-
dum " which bound Labour Youth
even more tightly to the apron-
strings of the burcaucracy, was first
mentioned, Organiser Willis and his
I h ha pok bombastically
of the determined fight they would
put up if the memorandum was car-
ried. They would call an immediaic
eniergency National Confcrence to
discuss the situation, they said.

In 1937 Willis issued a pamphlet,
Youth Appeals To Labour, in which
we read the following:

“ At the beginning of this year
(1937!) the officials of the Labour
Party were approached (!) and
asked (!) to call an official Nation-
al Conference of the League to
discuss plans for the fulure.”

So this was all that the wordy pro-
mises of Advance had produced! No
emergency conference immediately
following October; in fact, no action
at all until “the beginning of this
year " when, says Willis, Transport
House was “asked " to do the L.O.Y.
the favour of calling an “ Official "
Conference. But Advance was not
yet sufficiently under the heel of
Transport House. No * Official "' con-
ference was called. Eventually, in
May 1937 (seven months after Octo-
ber!) Advance called an unofficial
conference, at which the future be-
trayals were prepared.

WILLIS STEAM-ROLLERS
OPPOSITION

Enough of the past. At the March
1938 conference the Willis clique,
breaking finally with all semblance of
militancy, heg fulfilled its role as
faithful servitor of Transport House.
Slavish capitulation was the order of
the day, and at no time could any
opposition raise its head without be-
ing ruthlessly steam-rollered. We cite
one glaring example. The “ opposi-
tion " introduced an emergency reso-
lution stating their position on the
latest Moscow Trial. The resolution
made mention of the implication of
A. V. Alexander. Faced with the al-
ternative of branding Alexander as
a British Intelligence agent (by allow-
ing the Stalinists to defeat the reso-
lution) or of having a ‘‘ Trotskyist
victory on his conscience, chairman
Dallas got out of the dilemma by
tearing up the resolution!

But another ‘‘ emergency resolu-
tion,” framed in typical C.P. terms,
calling for Mr. Chamberlains removal
and (inter alia) supporting the gal-
lant fight of the Spanish and Chinese
“ people " gained the blessing of the
platform, and was passed by an over-
whelming majority, as a matter of
course.

BETRAYAL OF YOUTH

A criminal betrayal of the Labour
Youth manifests itself in the confer-
ence decisions on armaments, recruit-
ing, etc. Let us first recall the stages
in Advance’s evolution towards com-
plete harmony with Smith Square. In
April 1937 Advance could still warn
the young workers against the * war-
mongers of Transport House.” In
the issue of October, Charles Gibson
could only regret that “ It is is a pity
that the policy of the Party ... on
armaments is not as lively, or its
campaign so well planned as the cam-
paign around the short-term pro-
gramme.' Already these shameless
yes-men have ceased to offer any op-
position. Willis in his already-quoted
pamphlet is, indeed, shocked by
“Army recruiting posters mocking

from the walls,” and asks us, “Is
it any wonder that Youth . . . are
beginning to murmur?”’ But having

posed . this important problem, does
he Now warn the young workers
against the * Transport House war-
mongers,” who he must know, are
leading the workers along the 1914
road?  No, he has already gone too
far along his own road—that of com-
plete political degeneracy and servile
lackeyism.

How_was this demonstrated at the
Conference of March 19387 When

an oppé{siliun delegate proposed an

amendment to the Statement of Po-
licy, expressing opposition to the
arms and recruiting campaign of the
National Government, Willis and his
minions, in terror lest their political
bankruptcy be laid bare, so complete-
ly obscured the issue by a lavish use
of their notorious demagogic tricks
(giving voice en route to the amazing
view that such an amendment should
not be included in a statement of
policy), that a large proportion of
delegates in sheer confusion, bewil-
deredly followed Willis and few votes
could be mustered for the amendment

group.

What is the lesson that the young
worker must draw from this orgy of
abject capitulation and unashamed
betrayal? The salient fact that must
be firmly grasped is that the road ot
stalinism, with its criminal record of
betrayals, of political cretinism, of
servility to the bourgeoisie, is the
road of DEFEAT for the workers! With
its acceptance of the Arms Policy of
the National Government, Advance is
revealed unmistakably in its role of
recruiting-sergeant; but if further

evidence is needed, then Advance will
provide it vet again.

1t is necessary to refer again to the
March Conference of the Youth, more
specifically to the resolution demand-
ing the removal of Chamberlain and
pledging support for the fight of the
Spanish and Chinese * people.” Cham-
berlain’s removal is demanded on the
now familiar C.P. lines: he has “ be-
trayed collective security " (as we
always prophesied). his betrayal
means “support of Hitler,” hence the

beyond those of the Youth Militant :

demand now is, * Save Peace!" etc.,
ete.
{ War-Drum, * Comrades of the Labour
! Youth! you must defend Democracy
} against Fascism!™” (and Austrian
fascism against German fascism,
under the leadership of Chamberlain-
Blum?). The clarion call is going
forth, the Willises and Gollans point
the road! It is almost impossible to
conceive a more wanton and foul be-
trayal of the workers in the name of
Socialism.

Against this revolting denial of the
class-struggle we take our stand.

The stalinists are beating the:

INDUSTRIAL NOTES

TIIE growing grip of the trade union
bureaucracy over the unions has
been a matter of great concern to
militants for a considerable time. In-|
stead of serving the interests of the |
workers who maintain these oflicials
on their backs, these trade union
bureaucrats have more and more con-
verted the trade unions into machines
that provide them with cushy jobs
and the workers with a strait-jacket
on their militaney. From organs of |
the class struggle, as the trade unions |
should be, they became organs of re-|
striction and conciliation with the em- t
ployers. |
i
The great spread of * unofficial |
strikes during recent times is the
result. Workers, exasperated to the
point of despair, without any hope of
their battle ever being taken up by
their union, take matters into their
own hands, and foregoing the advant-
age of strike pay and other privileges !
that a trade union normally offers to
its members, throw themselves into
the struggle against great odds.

IVOR CRESWELL.

The Transport and General Work-

LEON SEDOYV
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His last illness was sudden and mysterious.
operation, in a letter addressed to the present author—Sedov’s last letter—
he writes with the greatest optimism, does not mention the least feeling of
illuess but outlines the work he hoped to accomplish within the next few days.
The ruthless and ubiquitous agents of the G.P.U. had been hounding him for
years, but since the appearance of the “Livre Rouge” they had been definitely
“They are tracking me night and day,” he writes
in an earlier letter; they rented a flat adjacent to his where they could spy
upon him; they followed him to his holiday retreat at Antibes meaning to
puison him; they laid a death-trap for him at Mulhausen which he only avoided

In these circumstances, a sudden attack of intestinal paralysis
which after two operations proved fatal imperatively demanded an inquest.
The results of the preliminary autopsy were negative; but if Stalin’s henchmen
nonetheless bear full
responsibility for his death by the poison of slander and persecution which
systematically undermined his young and robust constitution and made him
incapable of withstanding the onslaught of disease.

planning his assassination.

Sedov was in a very literal sense the son of revolution.
of the Revolution of 1905, he spent his early'years in emigration in Europe
y 1o Russia in 1917, he threw himself
even as a child of 12 into the secthing revolutionary life of Petrograd before
He joined the Komsomols—adding a year to his age in
order to do so,—and soon took a leading part in the political and cultural
From the first moment he identified himself
with the workers, with the “rank and file”; he left his parents' comfortable
apartments in the Kremlin and lived in a cold and cheerless students’ dormitory
so that he might share the life of the workers.
experience 168 him®o throw himself whole-heartedly into the struggle of Lenin
and Trotsky against the bureaucratic tendencies in the Party, against the “rude
and disloyal” methods of Stalin.

In 1928 he left behind—forever, as it turned out—his wife and infant
son and voluntarily accompanied Trotsky into exile in Central Asia.
that year,” writes Trotsky, “ his work was truly peerless.
inister of Foreign Affairs, our Minister of Police, and Minister of Communica-
“ Without my son,” Trotsky adds, “I could not have accomplished
even one half of the work actually carried out at Alma Ata.”
was deported from the Soviet Union, Sedov accompanied him to Turkey where
he continued this magnificent collaboration.
of the Russian “ Bulletin of the Opposition ” and leader of the Russian Section
of the International Communist League.
“Bulletin” was suppressed and Sedov was forced to flee to Paris where he has

Sedov was far more than merely “Trotsky’s son” or even Trotsky's col-
An enthusiastic and indefatigable worker, a keen and able organiser,
he was at the same time a writer of great brilliance.
appeared in English on the Stakhanovist movement and the Red Army are
marked by unusual analytical ability and a power of marshalling facts and
drawing conclusions. But readers of his “ Livre Rouge sur le Procés de Moscou,”
the first unanswerable refutation of the Zinoviev trial, written when Trotsky
was imprisoned in Norway, will have recognised the extraordinary power, origin-
ality and critical genius which that work displays.
first decisive blow struck at Stalin’s massacre of the revolution.
trials are now universally admitted to be frame-ups, this is in no small measure
the result of Sedov’s pioneer work.

administering physical poison, they

Two thousand Paris workers, singing the * Internationale”
banners of the worker:

P The working
of its most devoted fighters. Our first thoughts go
to his bereaved parents, to Lev Davidovitch and Natalia Ivanova, to whom
we express our profoundest sympathy and our determination, so far as in us
lies, to make good their truly irreparable loss by our increased service and
devotion to the cause to which Sedov's life was consecrated.

Both his character and his

Later he went to Berlin as editor ’

With Hitler's advent to power, the

His articles which have

This book will last as the

The very day before his first

s' organisations, followed him to the cemetery of
There, beside the heroic fighters of

the (‘mmnmw,
dauntless revolutionary spi

it breathed again in him, his ashes find a fitting
He has achieved the only immortality: by his inspiring service
and his devoted faith to live forever in the minds of men.
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Charles Sumner.

The National Passenger
Workers’ Union

Is It the Solution?

ers’ Union is an outstanding example
of a union in which the bureaucracy
headed by the arch-burcaucrat Bevin,
has gained a complete grip over its
machinery and is using it to stifle ev-
ery form of militancy that arises in

its ranks. The crimes of Mr. Bevin

committed against the interests of the

workers arc enormous. It is enough
to mention the role he played in the
struggle of the busmen in recent
years.

Whao with any sincerity would nowa-
days dare to deny that the busmen™s
struggle of May. 1937, was lost be-
cause the tramwaymen and under-
ground workers were forced to scab
on their fellow busmen at a time when
a display of solidarity in action would
have brought the London Transport
and Passenger Board to its knees?
Who would deny that the chief, if not
the entire responsibility for thus split-
ting the ranks of the transport work-
ers rests with Mr. Bevin?

Bevin has adopted a cool and cal-
culated policy of stifiing the class
struggle and chaining the workers to
the capitalist system of society. That
is the cause of his fanatical hatred
of all militants. To be an open mili-
tant in the Transport and General
Workers Union is nowadays almost
dangerous as to bhe a trotskyist in the
Soviet Union. For leading courageous-
ly a strike against great odds, Bevin's
sentence is—expulsion from the Uni-
on; for the Rank-and-File-Movement
which gathered around itself a num-
ber of the finest militants of the bus
workers, Bevin's sentence is—dissolu-
tion. The position of the rank-and-
file militants in the union becomes
ever more difficult. To function pro-
perly militants are compelled to re-
sort to all sorts of * conspiratorial *
methods of propaganda. The Trans-
port and General Workers Union has,
without exaggeration, béc.me more
and more an instrument of tie Lon-
don Passenger and Transport .':'ioard_
to crush every form of militancy-dn
the part of the workers.

THE N.P.W.U.

It is for this reason that the forma-
tion of the National Passenger Work-
ers' Union must receive the greatest
attention of every militant worker. Is
that, the question will be asked, at
last the solution that many militants
have been striving to reach for a long
time?

The case of the National Passenger
Workers' Union cannot be dismissed
lightly. The appearance of such a body
is not surprising. The suspension of
the busmen's leaders, the dissolution
of the Rank-and-File Movement, the
criminal indifference of Bevin and his
crew to the terrible speeding-up of
the busmen which ruins their health,
all this is enough to makée every mili-
tant feel bitter against such a Union.

But the crucial question is: Is the
Transport and General Workers Uni-
on a hopeless case, or can it be turned
into a real instrument of the class
struggle? It is the answer of the
N.P.W.U. to this question that we
feel it necessary to criticise. But be-
fore we do so. we wish to assure the
militants of the National Passenger

| Workers' Union that we have nothing

in common with all those who brand
them as mere splitters.

We do not deny that if a union
cannot be made into an instrument of
the class-struggle it should be aban-
doned and a new one built.

But is the situation really so hope-
less in the case of the T.G.W.U.?
We believe that at present, the move
of the N.P.W.U. is, to say the least,
ill-advised. The chief argument of
the N.P.W.U. is that Bevil utilizes
the other sections of the T.G.W.U.
against the busmen who find them-
selves in a * hopeless minority "; that
today there is not a single London
busman or tramwayman on the Ex-
ccutive of the T.G.W.U.

It is a serious argument but, we
helieve, not a decisive one. It is true
that the more advanced busmen are
being “swamped " by the * less ad-
vanced section™ such as grave diggers
and charwomen who, as yet, have
not displayed the same degree of mili-
tancy as have the busmen. But this

(Continued on page 4, column 3)







