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ONE PENNY

“"PEACE ALLIANCE ”
CAPTURES THE CO-OPS

Popular Front in Disguise

STALINISTS SUPPORT IMPERIALIST WAR

A MOVEMENT in favour of a United Peace Alliance of the

* Labour movement with all *

cracy " is

*who care for Peace and Demo-
sweeping the working-class movement, particulariy its

co-operative sections. During the Easter week-end at Brighton the

Co-operative Party capitulated to

Popular Frontism and passed on

the proposal for the sympathetic consideration of the National

Executive.

At Gloucester emergency resolutions in favour of the

Peace Alliance were passed at the annual meetings of both the

Mixed Co-operative Guilds and the Men’s Guilds.

In the case of

the Mixed Guilds, the motion was passed without dissent; at the
Men’s Guild meeting a small group of revolutionaries refused the
piatform’s request for a unanimous decision and constituted a small

but vigorous minority.

Since the Peace Alliance plan was |

put forward in Reynolds News of
March 20th, it has been given the

. support of many responsible people

in the labour and co-operative move-
ment. Such is the fear of war in
the minds of the workers, that this
pernicious and dangerous scheme has
been seized upon as a way out of
the present difficulties, despite the
experience the movement has of such
alliances in the past.

The Peace Alliance, as put forward
by Reynolds, states that the present
international crisis has been brought
about by the intrigues and machina-
tions of the “Cliveden Set”; only by
Labour's taking a lead and bringing
into being such an alliance of friends
of democracy, including the Liberals
and “intelligent Conservatives,” can
we hope to remedy the position.
Ninety years after the Communist
Manifesto, a well-informed member
of the workers' movement can still
talk of wars being the work of a
clique—just as if war and capitalist
crisis were the result of the whims
of individuals. It was pointed out to
the Men's Guild Conference, that
wars are the inevitable result of
capitalism, and the so-called * Clive-
den set " represented a section of the
ruling class whose capitalist inter-
ests compel them to adopt one form
of diplomatic manoeuvres, while Mr.
Eden represents other capitalist in-
terests who desire a slightly different
policy.

CONCESSIONS DEMANDED
FROM LABOUR

The workers are not told this. They
are doped with this nonsensical idea
that it is all the fault of Mr. Cham-
berlain, while Messrs. Eden, Chur-
chill, Lloyd George, etc., are progres-
sive democrats with whom they
should ally themselves to preserve
peace. This policy is not new; it is
us old as the class struggle. The
Liberals have always sought the al-
liance of the workers, who by their
courage and resolution bring about
victory, only to be robbed by the
Liberals, who always arrogate to
themselves the fruits of victory and
turn against their erstwhile allics.
The working class cannot prevent the
petty-bourgeois democrats from be-
having like this, but they can take
precaution and safeguard themselves
by maintaining their own independ-
ent class organisations and policy.

It is here that the Peace Alliance
advocates betray their reactionary

as allies people whose interests lie
in the preservation of the existing
social order. It is, therefore, Labour
that must make concessions. 'The
foreign policy of the Alliance is to
be one of Collective Security through
the League of Nations, in joint action
with other democratic powers, to
guarantee the independence of
Czecho-Slovakia, by force of arms if
necessary.

The domestic policy of the Peace
Alliance will be a programme which
“every man and woman of goodwill
can accept.” It will include vigorous
measures to prevent profiteering, full
trade union recognition in the prose-
cution of the rearmament pro-
gramme, slums to be swept away
(because they cannot be made gas-
proof), road and water services to be
expanded, derelict land to be culti-
vated, the storage, production and
distribution of food supplies to be
undertaken, a complete scheme of
air-raid precautions to be operated
and a planned attack to be made on
malnutrition. So in order to attract
the * progressive elements” Labour
must fling overboard the last vestiges
of its policy in favour of a policy of
preparation for war in the interests
of British Imperialism.

BIG CAPITAL RULES.
NOT PARLIAMENT

The advocates of this proposal
imagine that if they can overturn the
Chamberlain Government and replace
it by the adherents of the Alliance
they can then control the internation-
al policy of British Imperialism. No-
thing could be further from the truth.

Parliament represents but a section
and by no means the most important
section, of the state machine, and
the bourgeois democratic state is an
instrument for the preservation of
capitalism and the suppression of
the working class. War will come
when it suits the interests of the
dominant class. Mr. Eden and the
peace-loving democrats will support

CAPITALIST

OFFENSIVE

IN FRANCE

BLUM-THOREZ SHACKLE MILITANCY

THE Popular Front Government in France has fallen; its end

was as inglorious and treacherous as its life had been.

The

last few months have witnessed a duel between the big capitalists

and the workers in which the *
have played the role of able seconds to the former.

* socialist ”

and stalinist leaders

In the summer

of 1936 the workers, not through the Popular Front, but by direct
militant action, wrung from the capitalists far-reaching concessions
—the 40 hour week, sliding scales of wages. holidays with pay, etc.
The history of the Popular Front Governments has been the pro-
gressive withering away of these concessions, at first almost im-
perceptibly — for the capitalists had been deeply shaken by the

great strikes—then. especially after Blum’'s notorious

* pause ” of

last year. at an ever increasing rate as the capitalists regained con-

fidence and realised that Blum,
anxious than they to check the
The devaluation of the franc, the

MAY DAY
MAMIFESTS

THE ENEMY IS
AT HOME

SEE PAGE 2

that war, and the working class, if it
allows itself to be duped by this kind
of propaganda, will be itself linad up
in support of that war.

STALINIST TREACHERY
At the Conferences where these
matters were discussed, very few co-
operators understood the real issue
—to them the alliance seemed a gen-
uine and honest means of preserving
peace. Ignorance on the part of such
misguided workers is excusable.
Revolutionaries can only combat it by
explaining the correct position. But
both at Gloucester and Brighton there
were people whose conduct cannot be
To iously mislead the
workers, when one has the knowledge
of the correct position, is to commit
the despicable crime of class treach-
ery; of that crime we accuse the
stalinists. The marxist analysis is
known to these people. They know

(Cont. on page 2, cols. 4 & 5)

bloody e by the Popular Front
police at Clichy, the unparalleled
armaments budget, the report of the
Popular Front commission on produc-
tion which in substance recommended
giving up all the concessions, the use
of the Gardes Mobiles for breaking
strikes and evacuating factories
(Transport, Goudaicn), thie speed up
in the arms industries at the sacrifice
of the 40 hour week — by these
means did the Popular Front aid and
abet the counter-offensive of the cap-
italists. By the beginning of this
year the capitalists felt strong enough
to do without the aid and cover of
the Popular Front; they determined
to have a ‘strong government" of
their own which would be able to
use its strength more openly against
the workers.

BLUM PRAISED
BY FASCISTS

The Socialist and Communist Par-
ties did their best to assist and even
to take part in this openly reaction-
ary government. L’Humanité and le
Populaire called loudly for a govern-
ment of ‘“National Union" which
could the more easily dupe the
workers into another war in defence
of French imperialism. Certain sec-
tions of the Right even played with
this idea, and M. de Kerillis, the er-
ratic semi-fascist deputy, who later
advanced the demand for a govern-
ment of 5 or 6 strong men which
would dissolve parliament for two
years and liquidate the Trade Unions,
showed his appreciation of Blum
when, in answer to the latter's appeal
to the parties of the Right for Na-
tional Union, he exclaimed with emo-
tion: “Vous étes un bon frangais!"
(you are a fine Frenchman!). It is
difficult to imagine a more damning
testimonial for Blum, Thorez and
their counter-revolutionary policy.

character. The Peace Alliance seeks

ARMS FOR SPAIN

WORKERS CAN STILL FORCE GOVERNMENT TO

RAISE ARMS BAN

But only by forming Councils of Action and bringing mass pressure to bear. in the

Factories and in the Streets.

UNITY

But not with Duchesses, Baronets and Deans; they will sabotage any real Militancy.

Unity of British Workers with French Workers

To Help The Spanish Workers.

Thorez and Co. were hardly less
workers’ militancy.

The majority of the Right, how-
ever, were determined to be rid of
the vacillations of the Popular Front.
During the month of Blum's second
Government (13th March to 10th Ap-
ril), they launched a fresh attack on
the franc and deliberately provoked
the series of strikes in the metallur-
giral industriea connected with the
armament programme. Blum asked
for special powers to deal with the
financial situation. The reactionary
Senate refused. Blum yielded to the
200 families and resigned. His dec-
laration on this occasion is of inter-
est: “To have remained in power
could have had but one purpose: the
determination to oppose our plan to
the Senate, to appeal to the working-
class and republican forces. This
was possible. We were in a favour-
able position. To have done so would
have meant, I will not say to make
the revolution, but at any rate to
create a revolutionary situation, and
to do so deliberately. We considered
that it was not possible to create such
a situation in the present state of
France and of Europe, especially con-
sidering the gravity of the situation.
Events of this kind would have been
amplified in such a way that they
would have provoked or advanced
dangerous events in the world. France
would have heen launched upon an
adventure of such a nature that we
should not have been masters to di-
rect and lead it. It was a determin-
ation before which we more than
hesitated, and I think that the Gen-
eral Council (of the Socialist Party)
will understand me.”

Thus in the face of fascist aggres-
sion in Austria and Spain, Blum con-
sidered it impossible to resist the on-
slaught of the semi-fascist reaction
in France, even though he was in a
“favourable position” to do so! One
would be tempted to ask when these
persons (“socialists” and *
ists”!!!) will think it possible to re-
sist the reaction, if one did not know
that, in fact, they consider victory
impossible. By this policy the
workers, disarmed, must go down
before fascism without striking a
blow. To smooth the path of the re-
action, Blum resigned his place to
Daladier who for two years had been
shielding and protecting the army
officers implicated. in the plots of the
“cagoulards” —the French counter-
parts of Franco and his gang. And
to confuse and weaken the workers
still further, the “socialists” and
stalinists voted Daladier the confi-
dence and the extraordinary powers
for which he asked. A more complete
betrayal it would be impossible to
conceive.

But Blum, who kept calling for
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- REARMAMENT AND
WORKERS

We Must Resist At The Point Of Production

THE

HE British Imperialis

<. through the National Government. re-

acted quickly to Hitler's invasion of Austria. at least in one

direction.
sake) and the Trade Unions to ¢
up armaments production by

The recent appeal to the employers (for formality’s
-operate with the State in speeding.
acrifices all

round 7 s a clever

manoeuvre staged at the right moment. when anti-Fascist (anti-

Hitler) feeling is strong

amaong the masses.

The British capitalists.

while continuing their international intrignes (one side of the War

preparations) keep their eyes sharply on the other.

They need

more weapons to defend their Empire. and they need a docile

patriotic working ¢l

mobilised
They aim in these di i

‘us

At present the talks are still gen-
eral and the Chairman of the T.U.C.
has hastened to issue a statement
denying, as yet, any Trade Union
undertaking to co-operate. To many
militants this hesitation on the part
of the T.U. Bureaucrats may seem
surprising. The whole outlook of the
reformist leadership makes it inevi-
table that at every critical stage they
will line up behind their masters.
History has demonstrated this quite
clearly, and in particular the events
of the last two years. The Harworth
dispute and its settlement, Parkhead
Forge, Rolls Royce, the Barrow and
London A.E.U. attacks on the left.
the Aircraft strikers, the betrayal of
the London busmen, the Scottish and
Home Counties transport men, the
engineering apprentices’ settlement,
all reveal a steady process. whereby
the leadership has sought to crush
_the militancy at the point of prodnc-
tion. The last T.U. Congress gave,
as it were, official blessing to this
development. With the usual *“‘demo-
cratic” and craft reservations the
Trade Union leaders showed them-
selves stout champions of the Em-
pire.

However, the rank-and-file, some-
what removed from the councils of
the masters, have expressed a stub-
born reluctance to abandon the strug-
gle in the factories and although the
high peak of 1937 militancy has not
been maintained, the industrial field
is simmering with unrest.

From the Government's point of
view, the rate of curbing the ‘trouble-
making' militancy is too slow. They
need more production and they know
that serious class problems will arise
out of this process. The workers’
power to interfere with *‘ National
Unity " must be broken. The class
struggle must be kept out of the
workshops, thousands of unskilled
workers must be brought in (cheap
potential blackleg labour). Rules
and bans on overtime, piece work,
speed-up, etc., must be swept aside,
and the Shop organisations reduced
to * Whitley Councils.” In other
words, the co-operation of the T.U.
leaders is sought in breaking down
all our hard won T.U. rights and con-
ditions, and for the regimentation o:
the organised working class as an
auxiliary wing of the British State.

STALINIST REACTION

The general process of class
collaboration practised by the Labour
leaders has continually tended to re-
duce the Trade Union Movement to
this position. Fortunately for the
future of our class the reformist
leadership has not yet accomplished
its last historic task, and the move-
ment still remains an organised
working-class expression, although

_bound by hundreds of ties to the em-
ployers and their state. It is because
the T.U. bureaucracy rests upon the
rank-and-file that they are at this
stage raising some objections to the
Government's arms appeals. While
quite prepared themselves to get the
workers to make guns, bombs, ectc..
and even to use them in defence of
the Empire, they*must consider the
four million worker members, who
often display an irritating hostility
to capitalist persuasion.” Their task
is greatly assisted by [he"rnle of the

ws to enlist the serv
Union Leaders in this ~ democratic and peace-loving ™

behind their imperialist banner.
s of the Trade
objective.

stalinists (C.P.G.B.), who, both poli-
tically and industrially, are carrying
out a thoroughly reactionary policy.
The workers, turning from the more
open betrayal of the Labour bureau-
crats, move left to the Communist
Party, which they believe revolution-
ary, and get from it a policy just as
class collaborationist and ' left-
patriotic " as that of the Labour
leaders. The result of stalinism is
to divert class militancy into non-
class anti - fascist liberalism. It
leads to the weakening of the strug-
gle. and strengthening of the hold
of the T.U. bureaucracy over the
rank and file. British workers should
take a warning from France. The
Popular Front. now exposing itself
as a method of chaining the workers
to capitalism, while their fighting
power is gradually broken, calls for
more armaments, sacrifices from the

*“ Every effort should be made 1o get
{the remaining peace-loving countries
together.” Good Labour jingoism
plus People’s Front phrases : of a
class outlook. no trace! Hold must
be maintained over the rank-and-file,
and their inherent hostility to any
surrender of existing gains led into
“safe” paths.

} That this sham opposition is put
across the rank-and-file without pro-
voking revolt is understandable. It
would be idle to deny that during the
last two vears the class militancy of
the workers has been canalised into
anti-fascist. democratic patriotism.
Independent action in the factories
is slowed down, and the great mass
stand bhewildered wondering why the
great campaigns for the 40 hour
week, the Youth Charter, Arms for
Spain. support for the Chinese peo-
ple and the peace-loving bloc, meet
in effect with one result—nil. They
also see the Chamberlain Government
and the employers flouting with ease
the democratic demands on the poli-
tical and industrial fields. The
abandonment of the road of class
struggle by the so-called revolution-
aries and the left-wingers produces
a paralysis. while the drive towards
war gains momentum.

Whatever manoeuvres take place it
is certain that the T.U. leaders will
find the necessary formula to take
the workers into *‘ co-operation" on
re-ar L
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workers. and denounces strikes and
demonstrations as provocation. The
Popular Front in action is nothing
less than class collaboration and class
betrayval with left-wing trappings.
Although they cannot get the Peo-
ple’s Front yet in Britain, the British
stalinism) and their harmful effect
particularly on the industrial field.
In this lies the chief reason why the
T.U. leaders are able to prevent or

break up militant actions of the
workers. >
CLASS COLLABORATION

A good illustration of the two be-
traying tendencies (reformism and
stalinism) and their harrmful effect
on the working class movement is
shown in the present attitude of the
T.U. chiefs to the Government's re-
quest. From a general survey of their
documents and speeches, the follow-
ing position appears: the need for o
national effort is recognised but criti-
cisms are made of the Government's
foreign policy as being anti-collective
security-—League of Nations—bloc of
peace-loving powers. In some of the
left-wing unions (miners and engin-
eers) appear demands for a change
of foreign policy and for Arms for
Spain.  Presumably, they are the
conditions upon which the left will
co-operate. We would illustrate the
official attitude by quoting from the
remarks of the Secretary of a small
leftish Union to his members: “..We
are British subjects as well as Trade
Unionists, and we are as much con-
cerned about the well-being of our
country as we are for our democratic
institutions; if either is threatened by
any outside force, whether it be
fascism or anything ecise. we can be
relied upon to stand up to the would-
be aggressor. This may involve a
relaxation in our Trade Union rules
and practices as it did during the last
war . . . Restrictions of this charac-
ter do not create that spirit of good-
will and co-operation so necessary in
the days of national stress ™ (he re-
fers to the Trades Disputes Act 1927)

For the workers ‘his will mean
sharp worsening of conditions by
means of dilution, dislocation of pro-
duction, rising prices and scarcity of
comforts. The speeding up process
and the increasing rate of exploita-
tion will cause strain and hardship.
All  these tendencies will extend
throughout the industrial field. pro-
voking widespread revolt and strug-
gle. The only solution provided fo
us by the British imperialists and
their class collaborationist allies is
the hell of another war. At this late
hour the workers must make their
choice rapidly. Can we stand against
the flood of war propaganda and thus
delay war by maintaining the class
struggle? We urge the absolute ne-
cessity for an implacable and irre-
concilable campaign on the only road
for the British workers:

1) Opposition to Imperialist War.

2) No co-operation with the state
or the employers on re-arma-
ment; complete opposition to
any concessions in the fac-
tories and work-places.

For the carrying forward of a
struggle for increased wages
and better conditions, for one
hundred per cent Trade Union-
ism, and the day to day de-
mands.

For the linking up of all work-
ers through the Trades Coun-
cils and Shop organisations, so
that the separate issues which
tend to merge into a few is-
sues common to all the work-
ers can be met by a united
front of organised strength.
For the allying of the econ-
omic struggles with the poli-
tical struggle, since the posi-
tion will inevitably produce
the necessity for the workers
to consider the question of the
fight against the Capitalist
State.

We warn the workers that the situ-
ation is critical. War preparations
and propaganda sweep ahead. Re-
member the slogan of Liebknecht:
“The enemy is at home.” Revolu-
tionaries and militants must unite,
and prepare for the task of leading
the working-class against the British
ruling class, in the process of which
struggle the Labour hureaucrats and
their stalinist allies must be over-

<
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thrown and driven out of the
working class movement.
A. FRANCIS,

 May. 1938.

YOUTH and the REVOLUTION

Labour

I.\IBUED with the same missionary ,
zeal as Pollitt, Dutt, and Gollan, !
those staunch disciples of Lenin, Com-
rade Ted Willis, who at the Manches-

of Youth gave such a convincing dis-
play of democratic fervour
“ Fight," April, 1938), is anxious that
nene of his flock shall forsake the
straight and narrow path of stalini
Determined to secure * orthodoxy
all costs, he now issues the suggestion
that the recoznised channel of educa-

House.

bour youth even more completely un-
der the domination of the political line
of the Communist Party.
We are experiencing daily the dis-
astrous results of stalinist distortion.
Labour youth must refuse to be
turned into regimented automata
of the accepted C.P. pattern. They
must demand democratically con-
trolled non-factional socialist educa-
tion, insofar as this is obtainable.
The nearest approach to such an
ideal is, we believe, to be found in
the National Council of Labour Col-
leges. a body which does not as yet
suffer from the disadvantage of hav-
ing to conform to the latest “ turn ™
of a particular party.
THE STALINIST
SCHOOL OF HOOLIGANISM

So devoid of any political basis has
the Young Communist League be-
come that at the present time the
only way it has of combatting the

much-hated *“ trotskyists ™ is by
hooliganism of the most debased
character. Incapable of engaging in

serious political discussion with us.
they can only resort to seizing and
tearing up our literature, manhand

(see |

* at | the date of g
{and Luxemburz. along with that of
! Lenin’s death, as
tion for the L.O.Y. shall be Marx|membered™ by the young commun-
We believe that this sugges- |iSt- - - - !

tion, if carried out, would bring La-

The Education of

Youth

demonstration in Trafalgar

Square.

| Sceing at the head of the leaflet the

phrase, * The Encmy is in our own

ter Conference of the Labour League iCounlr,\'!" and the name Karl Lieb-

knecht, he at once denounced the
leaflet as trotskyist and tore it up
without reading further. The mem-
bership cards of the Young Commun-
ist League a few years back carried
§ the death of Liebknecht

* Dates 10 be Re-

At the fascist rally in Batterses
on April 4th, R.S.L. youth were ac-
tive with their anti-fuscist slogans
and literature. To prevent the wide-
spread dissemination of trotskyist
literature among the large crowd in
the streets. a gang of young stalin-
ists (we use the word " gang = with
intent) made a violent attack upon
one of our comrades, tearing up a
quantity of our papers.

The Y.C.L.. together with some
adult C.P. members, are making de-
termined efforts to drive the R.S.L.
platform from Hyde Park. We will
mention as an instance that at the
meeting on the afternoon of Sunday,
April 10th, they adopted the tactic
of gradually closing in through the
crowd. keeping up a ‘steady chorus of
threats. insults and inanities.

When will these people realise that
hooliganism has nothing in common
with serious political argument. and
that the use of such methods tends
to demoralise the workers’ move-
ment? In fairness it must be said,
however, that there exists in the
ranks of the Y.C.L. itself a growing
section which feels only disgust at
and cond tion of these tactics.

ling our open-air speakers, and in
general adopting tactics witich differ
very little from those of tl.i: fascists.

As examples we cite th: following
incidents:

A young man wearing the Y.C.L.
badge was handed a leaflet issued by
the R.S.L. on the occasion of a recent

(Continued from page 1)

that a Peace Alliance will not be a
progressive but a reactionary step,
but they are prepared to sacrifice the

working-class in the interests «of
Soviet foreign policy.
If une doubts this, witness their

actions at the Men's Guild Confer-
ence. on the Peace Alliance resolu-

tion. They were responsible for
moving the closure of discussion to
stifie the revolutionary point of

view and on other occasions it was
demonstrated over and over again
that the C.P. had capitulated to Brit-
ish Imperialism. We all know how of
recent years they have been uncriti-
cal and subservient lackeys of the
Labour Party and worked for a La-
bour Government. Now, however,
they reject resolutions in favour of
a Labour Government because it
might conflict with the Peace Alli-
ance proposals. Furthermore, when
faced with a pro-Zionist resolution
on Palestine, which blatantly sup-
ported British Imperial interests, al-
though all the implications of the re-
solution were pointed out to them,
the stalinists dared not speak against
and voted in favour of the motion.

These elements will be among those
who, grouved once more under _the
banner of revolutionary sccialism,
will form the new vanguard of the
young workers, which it is our task
to build. The banner can only be
that of the Fourth ’niernational.

s« PEACE ALLIANCE”
CAPTURES THE CO-OP

IVOR CRESWELL.

gcuws of the Peace Alliance are at
i the same time supporters of British

 Imperialism.
THE POLICY
R.S.L.

Revolutionaries. however, have to
face facts, and the fact is that this
pernicious  propaganda is sweeping
the movement. We cannot passively
allow the working-class to he jockey-
ed into war by class traitors and
chauvinists. We must fight this line
of alliance with peace lovers and
democrats in every co-operative and
trade union organisation with which
we have contact. We can fight only
by a concrete working-class policy
and this the R.S.L. offers us. We
must tell the workers, in the words
of James Connolly: *The Labour
movement is like no other movement,
its strength .lies in its being like no
other movement. It is never so
strong as when it stands alone."

If we do this we can say to the
lovers of Peace and Democracy: “So
gentlemen, you want to stop war—
then look at the Russian Revolution.
There a people stopped a war. They
fought the enemy in their own coun-

OF THE

It is therefore clear that the advo-

try.® JOE PAWSEY.
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