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ONE PENNY

ARMS AND THE
UNIONS

The Government and the Employers’

HE arms: talks between the Engineering and Allied Trade Fm-
plovers” Federation and the Metal Workers Unions have taken
From the official statement issued. and the inspired press
talk that followed, it is clear that both the sovernment and the
engineering employers are preparing a wholesale attack on trade

place.

union rights and conditions.

To speed up the arms programme the unions have been asked
o abrogate those union restrictions which limit the employment
of unskilled labour in the industry, i.e. yonth, women and trainers:
to relax the restrictions on overtime etc.. gd to facilitate the speed-

up in the shops.

The trade unions are faced with the choice :

the government. which means the

ditions for a few easily made promises. or to seize the opportunity
to attack the government by a bold programme of offensive demands

for the engineering workere

To date, no Union or groups of
Unions has defined its policy, but it
is clear what the main points will be.
The Government and the Unions are
both agreed that arms are necessary
and the Unions will be ready to pro-
misc the labour power they control
in exchange for two things. One,
a Government promise that the arms
will be used “in defence of democ-
racy.” and two, an increase in wages.
In order to speed up the arms pro-
gramme they will be willing to re-
cognise the introduction of “trainees"
to relax their not-so-tight restrictions
on over-time, and to give way on
points of shop customs where demar-
cation impedes the process of mass-
production.  All these are points
which have been won by the long
tireless struggle of the workers, and
in many cases only ' fathered ' by the
T.U.'s after success has been gained.
These things are to be thrown away
by the T.U. leaders in return for an
empty promise that the arms shall
only defend ' democracy.”

One of three alternatives is pos-
sible: either the Trade Union leaders
believe the Government and expect it
to “ play the game.” Or, they know
that Government promises are worth-
less but mean to rally the full force
of the workers later in an endeavour
to * defend democracy.” Or else they
are doing nothing but clinging to
their miserable jobs. making the most
of the opportunities of the moment,
content to follow the Government
wherever it cares to lead, as they did
in 1914, in the hope that a few Ca-
binet jobs and knighthoods for ser-
vices rendered will be their just re-
ward. There may be a few who fall
in the first class of ** helievers,” but
they are not all fools. And if they
intend to lead the workers to revolt
they are going about it in a queer
way. The Labour Party recently
tabled a resolution in Parliament, cen-
suring the Government for its ina-
dequate arms poliey. Mr. Fred Smith
General Sceretary of the A. E. U,
ecame out in his Monthly Journal
with appeals to the Government to
co-operate with the Unions in this
time of national emergency in the
face of Fascist aggression. He has
been doing this for two years and
bemoans the fact that two years
have been wasted because the Govern-
ment would not listen. Two years
which have been gained for the work-
ers from the approaching era of con-
scripted labour.

|

Offensive Opens

to co-operate with
abandonment of hard won con-

There is. however, another side to
the picture. We know that the Gov-
ernment promises to the Trade Unions
are bound to be broken, because the
Government cannot, even if it so
wished, force the class it represents
to act against their own interests.
In just the same way the T. U. lead-
ers cannot force the class they are
supposed to represent to act against
their own interests. They may per-
suade them: undoubtedly they will
try. But the workers are not sheep.
They will think for themselves and
they will act,

The Trade Union leaders used all
their weight on the Government side
in 1916 and 1917 to quell the workers’
struggle on the Clyde and undoubt-
edly they will try it again. Ever

since 1926 when they were not clever
enough to slip out of a false position
in time, the Trade Union leaders
have been preparing for that struggle
against their own class. The Bus]
Strike of last year resulted, not in a
victory for the busmen, but a streng-|
thening in the hold of the leadership !
of the T. & G.W.U. over its own mem- |
bers. The A.E.U., probably the Union!
most vitally concerned in the coming
crisis. has an unenviable record in the
last few years. With its membership
increasing daily. with over £2,000.006 |
in the bank, it has seen strike after |
strike in the engincering industry. !
which is bouming as no industry has
boomed in this country since the war.
and of all these strikes. hardly one'

‘ nevertheless,

has been officially recognised. In the
aircraft section, every effort has been
made to squash the Aircraft Shop
Stewards National Council, a body
similar to the busmens' Rank and
File Movement.

The A.SS.N.C. has a programme
of demands including a minimum
rate of 1/44d. an hour for all adult
workers and a 40 hour week. Today,
the A.E.U. leaders, having officially

LEON

IRUIONY
CONDITIONS FOR
VICTORY iN SPAIN

see paze 3

THE COLONIAL QUESTION

BRITISH BARBARISM
IN JAMAICA

Support The Negro Workers’
Struggle !

... | CANNOT believe that I wa
Indian labourer does not ¢
lahourer

LeEoNawn Lyt

(From a letter o the = Times.

Tate & Lyle, as everyone who buys
sugar should know. make a fortune
every year by seclling to the British
workers sugar grown by Jamaica
workers. They must keep these two
divided at all costs. Hence with that
solemn shamelessness so characteris-
tic of British capitalism, Mr. Lyle dis-
covers that the West Indies labourer
does not remotely resemble the Eng-
lish labourer. The real trouble is, of
course, that he resembles the English
labourer too much for Mr. Capitalist
Lyle.

Jamaica is the 'argest of the Brit-
ish West Indian islands, and has a
population of almost a million, the
majority negroes. The negroes are
descendants of slaves whom the Brit-
ish capitalists agreed to iree a hun- |
dred years ago because sia\'e-lnbour:
in the West Indies no longer paid.
These negroes to-day have no lan-
guage but English, they have lost
touch with Africa, their outlook is
Western, and in some islands over
three-quarters of the population is
literate. But white capital has al-

discredited the A.S.S.N.C. have taken
over these demands in order to use
them as a smoke screen behind which
they will ‘negotiate* with the Gov-
ernment.

Twelve months ago at Annual Con-
ference the A.E.U. agreed to sponsor
the *Industrial Aid for Spain”
scheme. A scheme which was not
of great consequence, but which would
give some assistance
to the Spanish workers. It is only
within the last few weeks that the
E.U. branches have been circular-
ised with particulais of this scheme.
At the very same time the leaders
are loudly demanding arms for Spain
as a condition of their agreement with
the Government. Why have they
wasted twelve months? They cannot
avoid the suspicion that they deliber-
ately waited until any help that they
might give Spain would come too late
and so embarass the donors the less.

This sordid tale of scheming for
power over the Unions, which have

(cont. on puge 4. col. 3)

ways d ted the islands and con-
tinues to do so. The government is
in the hands of the whites. local and
British. These give the coloured mid-
dle class good jobs in the civil ser-
vices to keep them quiet. The con-
stitution of the government gives a
grudging concession here and there
but the Colonial Office sees to it that
power remains in the hands of the
Governor.

Sir Leonard Lyle will say it is be-
cause the West Indian labourer does
not resemble the British. But there
is more in it than that, much more.

In 1929 came the crisis and British
capitalism was up to the nose. What
was to be done? Not very much, but
they could at least squeeze the col-
onies a little more. At Ottawa they
decided to keep cheap Japanese gocds
out of the colonies and make these
blacks. so different from the British
worker. buy higher-priced goods with
lower wages. The islanders had no
say in the matter being. of course,
under the benevolent protection of

ARMS FOR THE SPANISH WORKERS

WORKERS CAN STILL. FORCE GOVERNMENT TO

RAISE ARMS BAN

But only by forming Councils of Action and bringing mass pressure to bear. in the

Factories and in the Streoets.

UNITY

But not with Duchesses. Baronets and Deans: they will sabotage any real Militancy.
A R ) A

Unity of British Workers with French Workers

To Help The Spanish Workers.

s unsound in stating that the West
ven remotely resemble the English

k. President, Tate and Lyle Lid
May 10th, 1938)

iBrilain. The result was widespread
| misery. Then came “ recovery ", i.e.
unemployment became 1} million in-
Istead of 2!, But profits went up.
The West Indian labourer can read
and write. He could see the profits
going up, but he still had to live on
his one or two shillings a day. Fur-
ther, on some of the sugar estates the
workers still lived in the hovels of
fifty years back. The workers know
about the social services in Britain.
unemployment pay, small as it is, etc.
But they are not allowed to have
Trade Unions. They demanded bet-
e pey and Lulles olundardi, The
employers. like Leonard Lyle, how-
ever, thought that these men were
impertinent. The result has been a
series of riots in which the Govern-
ment has not hesitated to shoot, ar-
rest leaders, imprison and deport agi-
tators. But the situation is so bad
and the workers so determined that
the Government and the capitalists
sce that they have to make some
concessions, and gestures such as a
few new houses, etc. They have al-
lowed trades unions in Trinidad but
they want them controlled by the
Government.

What the West Indian workers
need is a radical change in the whole
system of Government. In 1897 a
commission went to the West Indies
and recommended that the big es-
tates be broken up and peasant pro-
prietors established. The secretary
was a young man who in 1930 went
back again on another commission,
this time as chairman, Lord Olivier.
He recommended again that the un-
economic estates should be broken
up. But nothing has been done. The
Government is in the hands of the
capitalists and planters and they are
concerned with themselves and their
profits. Trade Unions? Manhood suf-
frage? A government elected by the
people? Impossible! For. says Sir
Leonard Lyle, the West Indian la-
bourer is fundamentally different
from the British worker.

A powerful movement is now well
under way in all the islands. The
British workers must support it.
Once the West Indian workers have
their democratic rights they are able
and willing to struggle. The magni-
ficent general strike in Trinidad
proves that, as does the militancy of
the Trinidad workers. = Citrine and
Transport House take no initiative in
helping to organise them. The Brit-
ish workers must, in their unions.
press for full democratic rights for
the West Indian workers. Tate and
Lyle are planning to open factories
in Jamaica. They want to take ad-
vantage of labour which has not the
right ts yet to protect itself. Thus
black is used against white and Leo-
nard Lyle secks to poison the mind
of the British worker against the
colonials. {

On May 23rd, American sailors in
the harbour of Kingston, Jamaica,

refused to blackleg on the black dock-
(cont. on page 4, col. 2)




INDUSTRIAL NOTES

ISSUES OF THE CINEMA
STRIKE

Employers Attack In Nottingham

The E.T.U. have an agreement with
C.E.A., made in February 1920, on
the basis of a 48-hour-weck and a
minimum wage rate cqualling that of
the district-rate for journeymen-
electricians. But this agreement has
never been put into operation. The
conditions in the cinemas still remain
pre-war. The average hours worked
are 60 and in some cases 80 while
the average wage for a chief operator
is £4 a week and for a second £2 15s.
Many attempts have been made by
the E.T.U. to negotiate for better con-
ditions but the exhibitors have con-
sistently refused to have anything to
do with them. They asked them to
go before the Conciliation Board but
only on the condition of a 60-hour-
week. The E.T.U. faced with this
impasse asked their members to take
a decision on the strike issue. The
majority for the strike was 587 for
and 21 against.

Can the employers afford to pay
£6 10s. a week as put forward by the
E.T.U.? We continually read in the
yellow press about the flitting film-
stars with their million dollar in-
comes. We hear of directors and pro-
ducers being among the first 20 high-
est sur-tax payers in the United
States. The Associated British Pic-
tures Corporation made an annual
profit of £445,892 between 1935 and
1937. The Associated British made
a profit of £278,018 in 1933. Provin-
cial Cinema Theatres made a profit of
£447,782. Anyone who examines the
balance sheets of the cinema comp-
anies can see that the employers
could easily pay their projectionists
better wages and arrange shorter
hours.

The projectionists struck on April
14th and found that the N.A.T.K.E.
a rival body much in favour with the

s was blacklegging against
them. This reactionary * trade
uniun ¥ aijowed their exhibitors to
put up posters outside their picture-
houses saying that they had no quar-
rel with the Union thus inviting
workers to patronise the theatres

1
P

Y

workers under the lead of Mr. Ernest
Bevin show that Transport House is
frowning upon all direct actions and
keeping the workers split in rival
unions. Trade Unionists of every in-
dustry must see that these manoeu-
vres of the T.U.C. bureaucracy do not
succecd, wherever they appear.

.

REARMAMENT
AND THE EMPLOYERS.

While discussions are being held
about the need to increase production
in the armament industry, the real
meaning of such an increase in pro-
duction is becoming quite clear to the
workers.

In Nottingham, where a “realistic™
air-raid was recently staged, the
bosses are trying to intensify pro-
duction and increase their profits.
Both in the foundaries and the gun
factory (which includes the building
department—sub-contractors) they
(the employers) are trying to estab-
lish a new set of wages apart from
the Trade Unions. They want to cut
out specialised work and have a flat
rate all round.

Load after load of shell cases are
going to the gun factory, but these
cases have had four operations cut
out and done by one machine oper-
ated by youth labour. This state of
affairs is causing considerable dissat-
isfaction and is leading to trouble in
the foundaries. At the same time
overtime work is rampant here and
shift work is being instituted every-
where.

* o«

The local Boots chemical works are
having new blocks built at Beeston,
near Nottingham. While it is sup-
posed to be an ordinary chemical
factory it is in reality nothing more
nor less than a poison gas factory and
a hospital for soldiers, complete with
verandah and operating theatre.

Some workers previously employed
in the Nottingham chemical factory
now working in the Beeston factory

*

with a clear conscience. During the
strike the police as usual used and
are using all their powers against the
pickets and their wives outside the
i H smith case a

have to go to some additional expense
in the form of bus-fares, which is, in
view of the fact that they have to
meet them from their own pockets,
an indirect wage cut.

In a
speaker was sent to prison for six
weeks and asked to pay ten pounds
costs. The charge was assault; he
was addressing a peaceful crowd in
a recognised meeting place. So ruth-
less has been the conduct of the police
towards the pickets and the speakers
that it is getting more and more diffi-
cult for the strikers to put their case
before the public.

The new militant executive of the
E.T.U. offered strike pay to all pro-
jectionists irrespective of whether
they belong to the Union. In spite
of all the propaganda in the capital-
ist press that the strike has failed we

b

NEW T.U. BRANCHES.

Since the armament and allied in-
dustries are being moved to sparsely
populated areas outside the towns,
new trade union branches are spring-
ing up everywhere, A number of our
comrades have helped in the setting
up of such new branches and they
report that they find that these bran-
ches are the most militant they came
across for a Jong time. Among them
are Cranwell, Cottesmore, Hucknall,
ete.

-

have information that the employers
are ready to recognise the E.T.U. and
to negotiate on a 48-hour-week basis.
The actions of the N.A.T.K.E. follow-
ing close on the heels of the Tram-

This has always been the case. New
members are not so steeped in the
old tradition of the Union leadership
and when they join a union do so with
the purpose of waging a struggle
against the employers.

way, Trolleybus and Underground

Tont

The Life of the
League

MAY DAY

N May the R.S.L. partici-
pated, together with the comrades

of Workers' Internativnal News, in
the demonstration from the Embank-
ment. This was the first appearance
of the R.S.L. in a working-class dem-
onstration since its formation in Feb-
ruary and the success achicved in
company with our friends of W.LN.
bodes well for the future of a united
trotskyist movement in this country.
The slogans on our banners, such
as, “Class War, Not Imperialist War,"
“ For the 4tk International,” * For
Workers Power,” and the slogans
that were shouted in unison, such as

Day

* Workers' Revolution is the only
Security.” “ No Peace Without So-
cialism,” *“The 4th International

Fights for Socialism,” were well re-
ceived, despite one or two weak at-
tempts at ridicule by sympathisers
of the Communist Party. The effect
of the shouted slogans was particu-
larly marked during the march into

Hyde Park: and the arrival of the
contingent at the platforms, from
which our speakers were already

speaking. was the occasion for a re-
newed burst of slogan shouting
which, acting as a sort of climax to
a successful march, was received by
the audience at both our meetings
with enthusiasm.

Of the whole demonstration which,
under the influence of the Labour
Party and the Communist Party, ex-
pressed the ideology of Collective
Security, Peace through the League
of Nations, and the Peace Alliance,
our contingent was the only one
which genuinely represented the ideas
of revolutionary internationalism. It
undoubtedly established the claim of
the trotskyist movement to be the
truly communist current in the Brit-
ish working class to-day.

Our movement has the task of fill-
ing the gap in British revolutionary
politics caused by the defection of
the Communist Party; the May Day
experience, coupled with the en-
couraging reports we are receiving
from our comrades in the provinces,
augur well for our prospects in this
respect.

.

* =

SUMMER CAMPAIGN

THE Summer Open Air Campaign is
now under way and we plan to hold
meetings in many parts of London
and in many of the provincial centres.
Comrade Bradley, who is well known
as a leading trotskyist propagandist,
has already visited Coventry and con-
ducted successful meetings there:
comrade James is shortly visiting
Glasgow and other parts of Scotland:
Sheffield will shortly be
our speakers.

All of our groups are conducting
meetings on their own account and
they are taking in hand the training
of speakers to put our case effec-
tively.

The R.S.L. is making a name for
itself in the working class movement.
Now is the time for all comrades sym-
pathetic to the 4th International to
rally to the R.S.L.. the task of which
is to build the Workers' Party as the
British Section of the 4th Inter-
national.

THE LESSON OF AYLESBURY

HE recent Aylesbury election has given an example of an elec-

toral situation which may again arise in coming bye-elections:
the possibility of defeating a candidate of the National Government
by a combination of the Liberal and Labour vote.  The electoral
policy of the R.S.L. and the Fourth International in thi= as in all
other political ations s bhased on the class-struggle. and the
independent ac ¢ of the working-class movement.  In any elec-
ton where there is a working-class candidate. we unhesitatingly
counsel the workers to vote for him. whether he belongs to the
LL.P. or even the C.P.  We take no responsibility for the policies
of these parties, but the working-class candidate must be supported
in an election or in any action which is in the interests of the
warkers and the struggle for Socialism.

The action of the Communist Party |
in this clection proves once more the |
consciously counter-revolutionary
policy which this party, under the di-
rection of Moscow, is steadily pur-
suing. Anxious only to creale a par-
liamentary bloc which will make a
Franco-Soviet-British  Alliance and
challenge Germany and Japan, the
Communist Party issued a statement

urging the workers to vote for the
Liberal. The R.S.L. again warns the
workers that the stalinists today
want only to bring pressure to bear
on those sections of the bourgeoisie
who may be useful to them against
Germany. For they will sacrifice the
workers without pity. Reg Groves,
the Labour candidate,- doubled the

Labour vote, showing that the work-
ing class will respond to a working-
class candidate. Although the R.S.L.
disagrees profoundly with the war
policy of the L.P., yet Groves's stand
against the_ Popular Front was pro-
gressive and we welcome it.

The R.S.L. takes the opportunity oj
saying that Regy Groves. the Labour
candidate, though in many quarters
called “ trotskyist.” is not ¢ member
of this organisation. We supported
his candidature and would support it
again as we would support that of
any other Lubowr candidate, even

selves. But such support is critical
and the Fourth International would
not for a moment admit or tolerle
within the ranks anyone who, like
Reg. Groves, during his candidature.
gave such replies 1o the Cowncil of
Action as made his policy nndistin-
guishable from that of the Liberal
candidate and did nol wnequivocally
give the revolutionary socialist policy
on war. On that the Fourth Inter-

June, 1938.

Youth and the Revolution

THE Y.C.L.

“ADVANCE" ENTERS THE
FOLD

In this month’s Internal Bulletin
of the Labour League of Youth,
circulated by organiser John Huddle-
ston to League Secretaries, appear
questions on the circulation of ** Ad-
vance.” So “Advance' at last has
received the official blessing of Trans-
port House. This " achievement ™
is yet another confirmation of our
analysis of " Advance,” its history
and policy, given in the April "Fight™.
It is no longer possible for “Advance"
to cloak its political bankruptey
with pseudo-militant phrases, as it
has done in the past: henceforth it
can only serve as a mouthpi of
the “official”” Labour policy.
ampie of the complete confo!
*“ Advance " to Smith Square
dom is that all mention of th
and unification has disapps
the columns of the paper, whereas in
earlier days the need for a *United
Socialist Youth" was the subject of
many ‘* leaders.”

Now more than ever is it essential
that the revolutionaries within the
ranks of the L.L.O.Y. should carry
on unceasingly and intrasigeantly
their exposure to the young workers
of the treachery of *‘ Advance,” and
should on every occasion place before
them the revolutionary alternative.

BANKRUPT

AN OLD JOURNAL AND A NEW

the Y.C.L. today. We know what is
meant by “ Service for a Government
of Peace.” Yet even this small
amount of *“reading betwecen the
lines " is unnecessary: for in the res-
olution of the recent 10th Conference
*On National Service and Conscrip-
tion appear these words:

“ ... A government composed of
all working-class, democratic and
progressive forces, based on a united
policy of collective action to preserve
peace against fascist aggression . . .
could count upon the loyal voluntary
support of all Youth in its measures
of defence.”

The Y.C.L's role, which is disting-
uished in every way from commun-
ism, is perhaps not so “ distinctive”
when we r her the tr bl
role of the Social Democracy of 1914.

The lesson of France shows us that
the coming to power of a * People’s
Government of Peace and Democra-
cy " does not in any way change the
nature of imperialism. So Raymond
Guyot, French Y.C.L. leader, in call-
ing youth to the colours (as he has
been doing since 1936) is providing
raw material for France's next out-
break of imperialist buccancering.
With Gollan ably seconding these
efforts in Britain, the Y.C.L., the or-

ion which the ad d youth

Enquiries about lfle R.S.L.,

Subscriptions. orders and donations for
FIGHT
should be sent to:

A. Frrzroy,
45 Afghan Road, S.W.1L

and all general correspondence, should be sent to :
. CHARLES SUMNER,
238 Edgware Road, W.2.

manuscripts, etc. for FIGHT

““YOUTH AT WORK "

ests of Trade Union Youth.

A small review “ Youth at Work "l ; it
which has recently appeared, sets it- | 2" Open tool of imperialism. No long-
self the aim of representing the inter- | € must we allow the Y.C.L. to mas-

It con- | querade under the cloak of October.

have always ool up to as-the-stan- -
dard-bearer of revolution. has become

visited by

tains reports from towns all over the | 1€ exposure of the Y.C.L. leaders,
country, indicating the work that is | the pointing out of the fact that the
being done to organise Trade Union | YOung Communist League has noth-
Youth committees and to propagate | IN§ Whatever in common with com-
the Youth Charter. This charter con- | MuRism is a political task of the first
sists of a list of Immediate Demands ; 'mportance.
(Forty Hour Week, Holidays with| IHoWwever, it is apparent that class-
Pay, Prevention of Blind Alley Oc- :¢0nscious youth is already realising
cupations, etc.) gthe L'ru? nature of the YCL. In
This is an important sphere of ac- B(;m;;ts article (quote:i above) on
tivity for young revolutionaries. ._Dm. LA e S b
whose task is to draw for Trade ! SrIng lh? month'of March, H“,‘"
Union Youth the lesson that these de- ; (‘jk;:stiu:tt:; therieo;s i‘nng‘;a‘.::ms‘"
mands for reforms can only be viewed  the whole mpgulait!ison is in a furore(!)

as part of the struggle of all the! - A

workers for the revolutionary over- ;:b?;::leu;ee 5;;:’:2:"' a;n;] yett at such

throw of capitalist society. Without E.n'n 35 eeeruite? ;‘: o "get o

this overthrow the demands outlined :im?\r.l ik S ;oeé k2 s

in the Charter can never be achieved. ' di poriant key- areas-in Glasgow, -
id not recruit a single new member

tin the whole of March.”

Our task as revolutionaries is two- !
fold, we must fight at the side of

though it were Citrine or Bevin them- ‘

of the charter, and at the same time

ual solution of their problems.

“OUR (STALINIST) YOUTH"

In the May issue of “ Our Youth,”
discussion magazine of the Young
Communist League. appears the fol-
lowing sentence in an article by Mick
Bennett:
¢ **No one of us has any doubts . . .
i that our Y.C.L. is necessary for the
i

i vouth of Britain, and that it has a

i distinctive role to play " (Bennett's
. emphasis). The role of the Y.C.L.
is indced * distinctive.” After a

! preliminary review of the situation
;in the Y.C.L., Bennett tells us that
! the role is:

1 " To build the greatest unity of the .

| youti: for actively helping to bring
{ about and support a government of
| Peace and Democracy and to win
social and economic justice for
youth "; and further, ** What we say
'iin the British Youth Peace Assembly
rand in the Emergency Youth Cam-
i paign about Peace. Democracy and
i Socin!l  Justice, s Service for a
I Government of Pes is what we say
and think and do as a Y.CL. This
is the Y.CL. We have no policu
apart from the policy put forward
in the B.Y.P.A. on lhese malters.”
In these lines, we have already a

out

these young comrades for the reforms |

It would seem that the Y.CL.s
“broad " policy is not so successful

we must point out that only aleng , in drawing the masses of the youth
e . i ¢
the road of revolution lies the event lof Marel should” have produtediia

as was hoped. In truth, the month
i large influx of young workers to an
| organisation giving a clear revolution-
{ary lead. But such a lead was lack-
{ing. and will continue to be lacking
until we have built the new Revolu-
tionary Youth.

Failing to draw the Youth is not
the only problem facing the Y.CL.:
they have yet to learn how to hold
those who have joined their rank
We quote Bennett again “ . . . it must
be said that the rate of fluctuation
is still abnormally high, particularly
in the mass branches. A very large
part of our recruitment is offset hy
losses, so that the rate of growth is
very, very slow."

Is it. asks Bennett ** .
our policy is not acceptable to the
youth” This question, we think,
answers itself. But comrade Bennett
an  cxplanation of his  own
. We cannot vet say that the

. . hecause

whole Y.C.L.. all its branches and
Branck Committees. all our members,
are fully convinced that they fully
understand all that is implied by our

poliey.™

If the Y.C.L. branches cannot un-
{ derstand ™ all that is imvlied in " the
! Y.C.L's policy, then we can. And
japparently the yvoung workers arc

national can admit of no compromisc. | crushing indictment of the *“role " of | beginning to understand, too.







