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ENGLAND: THE ROAD TO A MAKXIST POLICY

Correspcndence with J. Thomas
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Editerial lotes :
In the previous issue of this publication we presented some material
dealing with the formation of the Socislist Workers League of dreat
Britain and an analysis by Ysorge Marlen. In this issue we publish
the reply of J. Thomas, secrastary of the S.,W,L., and T. Cowan, lit-
arature secrctary for the - same organization andpur answer by Arthur
Burke. ’

Dear Yeorge larlen, October 19, 1946

I was pleasad to receive your letter of the 26th September, copy of
which you alsa sent to Tom Cowsn. This reply to your letter is a reply
on behalf of Tom Cowan and myself, and should not in any way be construed
us a considered reply of the organisetion of which we are members. In
accordance with our usual custom this versonal correspondence is being
brought to the attenticn of the whole organisation,

I would point our from the onset that neither T,C., myself, nor the
organisation as a whole has yet had an opportunity of giving the fullest
consideration to your published material as it deserves. Tihat material
we have is in circulation. The only material we have at our disposal at
the moment is the following:

"Trotskyist School of Falsification,”

"Pages from Trotsky's Political History,"

"Cannon's 'Struggle for a Proletarian Party,'"

"The Political Esscnce of the ReW,L.,"

"Marx-on & -“ham War," and ar incomplete set of "The Bulletin" from
August, 1945,

As is pointed out in our letters of the 20th August, 46, and 19th
Cctober, 46, addressed to Arthur Burke, your Corres. Sec'y., we are
looking forward to receiving a copy of your basic "Programme" or "Manifesto."

The workers who comprise the membership of the S.W.L. having reached
the conclusion that none of the existing parties in the working class
movement (in Gt. Britain) serve the interassts of the working class, and
that tho only alternative was the building of a new, independent, marxian
organisation, took their first step in marking a line of demarcation
separating marxism from opportunism. In doing so it rejected the politicel
line of all the existing "so-called" parties within the workirg class
movoment, on the basis of an examinntion of their programme and their
actions. We have rejected the lins of the Labor Party, the Communist
Party, the Common Wuwlth Farty, the Independent Labour Party, the Socialist
‘Party cf Gt,., Britain, the Kevolutionary Communist Party- and the various
anarchist groupings.

le were not so foolish as to assume, which your letter seems to imply,
that in making a linc of demarcation by breaking with the existing parties,
that this act in itself constituted the only step which it was necessary
for us to take.
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that the degenarated Bolshavik leadership, including Trotsky, having
uwsurrad power in tho Workers State and capturcd the vangusard of the
international nroletariat, has been acting as the chief botrayer of
the toilars cf all countries. We hope that we find this thesis in
your Manifesto,"

¥z should like before replying, to have your precise definition of
Trotqkyi%*— its ferm and content- and its precise role within the ronkts
of the v@r&wng class mecvsmsnt., Is its line reformist, centrist, revo-
lutiorary; if Its role is not any of these- what is it? ‘'Those class
irterasts dons .o serve- subjeoctively and objectively? What are its
ccononic roots, if it has any? Zte.

With regerd to your comment on the first issus of our Workers! News,
it is not our intention only t6 exposs the lies, eto., which pour out
fron the c.plthlst press.  That quite obviously is not sufflclant. In
prasenting a "positive line of action for the working class" we must of
necassity exposc the role of the Labour Party, Communist Party (Stalinists),
Revelutionary Communist Party (Trotskyists) and other partics.,

Cn the question of the intarnational situation, upon whieh we are
only just beginning to formulate our position, we will earefully study
your theses published in the JaneJ“uly, 1946 of The Bulletin, and let
you have cur consid~red opinions in due course, togethar with our raplies
to your criticism,.

Yours fraternally,
T.Cowan and J. Thomas

Editorial liote:
Our answe.r to this letter appears on the following page.
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Fages from Trotsky's Political History
Cannon's 'Struggle For a Proletarian Party"
The Trotsky School of Falsification
Part L (17 Articles)
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democratic workers rule. For such a gigantic task as the transformation of
society the proletariate nceds 2n instrument to generalize the experiences
of the struggle and to furnish guidance and leadorship to all the oppressed
masses; that —wcapon e¢an only be the revolutionary proletsrinn party. But as
we look zbout us we already sce the revolutionary sections of the toilers
organized in certain partics which claim to be for the abolition of capitale
ism and the institution of Socialism. Time and again the proletariat has
risen up in rovolutionary struggle only to be misled and trecacherously be-
trayed Ly these parties. Thus the first sten is to clear the field for our
tendency so thiat we can implant tho revolutionary ideas to the proletariat,
But there is the abova mentioncd obstacle, a concrete stumbling block which
prevents the forward movement of the proletariat and deafens it to the true
revolutionary message., This stumbling block is the powerful opportunist
forces at the head of the proletariat , »rimarily Social Democracy and
Stalinism with the latter generally playing the chief role among the revo-
lutionary sections of the Workers due to the prestige of the Russian Revo-
lvutiones The Stalinist tendency has many branches such as the Trotsky wranch
which captures the most revolutionary workers in our epoch and ties them
back ngoin to Stalinisms

Iiow, how shall we golve the problem facing the revolutionary proletariat?
Can it be done by concentrating our energies in local strikes for higher
vages? There are some workers who believe that this is the sina quae non
of revolutionary class struggle policy. This is vhat is generally called
"day to day participation in the class struggle."

The workers “ho have developed trade union consciousness must be poli-
ticized and we find that when they do become politicized they fall into the
camp of the opportunist forces leading the proletariat, Let us take the
case of Stalinisme History has shown Stalinism, particularly in its leftist
periods, pushing all sorts of strikes and in many cases succeeding in win.
ning many econoic gains for the workers, All sorts of adventuristic struge
gles were led by Stalinism against the revressive forms of capitalist rule
(police, etces) giving the impression of revolutionary struggle. Could par-
ticipsation in such strikes by a handful of revolutionary workers on the
issue of immediate economic demands in and of itself expose Stalinism? Quite
the contrary, this line is »n attempt to éescape ahead-on conflict with Sta~
linism ~nd represents a veiled capitulation to it.Stalinism can be fought
only oy a thoroughzoing political exposure and not by strikes at a trade
union level; the same is even more true for the left apvearing branches of
the Stalinist ~nd Social Democratic political systems.

To mention but one example: Did the souatters in Enzland or the wor.
kers symp-othizing with them in th~t country and throughout the world learn
anything about the conscious counter-revolutionary nnture of Stalinism
through its action in th~t particuvlar event. Stalinism is a huge internas
tional forece firmly entrenched aon; the vanguard —orlzsrs, More, Stalinism
is militently jeslous of its poer and thus does not stand still but is ever
matchful to destroy any and all revolutionary minded opponents. It is really
childish to think that a handful of revolutionary workers can sneak behind
the Stalinist obstacle, bury their heads in the unions, and build a party on
the basis of"furnishing leadership" in some strikes. This is a "get rich
quick scheme" designed to avert the opportunist blockade of revolutionary
ideas; hundreds of left-Trotskyite groups have tried it all over the wrorid
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However, political exposure presupposes a scientific understanding.
Yet you characterize Stalinism as "reformism? (Workers News, September
1946, pp 2,4,6.) Unfortunately this is an erroneous viewpoint. Reformism
originated as a political tendency on the soil of imperialist states. Its
class basis —s the aristocracy of lavor ~hich lived off the crumbs from
the table of iwperislism. Its expressed aim w-s the gradual reform of
canitalism through the use of capitzlist institutions. Its line in action
28 the subordination of the proletariat to the bourgeoisie and its reformist
poiitical policy moved aimays in = continual rightist direetion uniil it
openly united —ith the imperi-list vourgeoisie in the World Tar of 1914-18,
In the post-ar period the erst~hile reformists acted as the capitalist
lsbor cops to stave off proletarian revolution.

In contrast to Social Democracy, Stalinism arose on the basis of a
tate created through the successful overthrow of the Russian capitalists
nd landlords. The class basis of Stalinism is the socialized property in
ne Soviet Union from which the Stalinist burocracy derives its powver and
svenue. Since Stalinism aims to preserve its vsurpation of power in Russia
suet nrevent any tendency on the vart of the proletariat toward revolu-
onary develop ment in Russia and olsevhere. Uhereas Social Democracy
functions zs a direct agency of imperiziism, the Comintern parties function
in the intsrests of the Stalinist ourocracy in Russia. Even the historic
tradition is different in relation to the pioneers of scientific socialism.
Social Democracy wrears the mantle of the Menshevik fraction of the Russian
Social Democratic Party, thereas Stalinism ciaims the Bolshovik tendency as
its o'm. OBSocial Democracy claims Karl Z£szutsky while Stalinism clothes itself
in the mantle of Lenin from the very origin of the latters political tendency.
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Basing itself on the historic expericnces of the proletariat Stalinism
as devised ~ unicue zizzag system, flinsing the -rorkers b~rck mnd forth
bet—een uvltra-leftism ~nd uitra-rightism to prevent ~ genuine revolutionnry
deveior ment. Reformism iB contrnast, never pursued its policies throuzh this
or - similnr zigzng systom; in f-ct reformism never pursued n policy of
ultr~-ieftism -t ~ny uoinﬁ}its politic~l history ns n tocndeney,

Strlinism ~nd reformism, then, are itwo eantirely different socinl forces,
vith opposite socirl origins -~nd difvercnt metheds of oper~tion. e cnnnot
seo ~n identific-tion of St-linism ~nd reformism ~s being the b~sis of ~n
cuposure of cithcer of these forces since this identific-~tion objectively
distorts the me-ning -nd n-ture of both.

e might ~dd Thile e ~re on the subject, thnt technically svenking we
do not reg~rd the Labour -Party ns refornist. In f~ct, reformism historic-lly
no longer exists as n counfus:d political tendency within ths prolet-ri-t.
That -©¢ re~lly have tod~y is -n intern~tion~1 tendency (Soci~l Democrncy )
vhich w7enrs the mask of roformism. A4Attlce, Bevin ~nd tacir ilk hnve no nnive
ilinsions ~bout "reforming' conit-lism ~nd le~ding the .rorkers to socialism
through the use of bourgaﬁis parlizmentarism. Torkers =he repeat the old
standard definitions oy rote do not iake into account the fundamental changes
in the imperiaslist world since the “orld Var of 1914-18. Capitalism is in
its decay stage, staggering ~long from crisis to crisis and unable to furnish
any substance to the illusion spread by the old time reformists prior to the
outbrezk of the Torld “ar of 1914-18. Attlee, Bevin, Blum and the other
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Yo can not see how you can cxzpose the Trotsky movement either since you

label this tondency ns "Contrism! Centrism is a form of Social lemocrscy
=hich o¥iszs like its politicnal vpurent in the soil of the imperislist states.
Centrism functions as the lef o fig leaf for Social Democracy and ~ives an
appaarouce of demnreation becnusc of its ogranizefiional seperation from the
I-tter, Lofsvard moving workers from the officinl Social Demoecratic parties
~re ¢opturcd vy the Centrists who ~tt-ch these —orkers politically 1o the
poroat vody. Centrism “eriticizes" the official Socinl Democratic policies
out supporis these policiss in docdse It is therefore a wing of Socinl
Domoerney.

rotskrism, like Stnlinism, (~nd unlike "Centrism" ) originnted from the
ocratic degcucr~tion of the orkers Stnte. Trotskyism is n branch of
t-liniem ns Centrism &s a wing of Socinl Democrrcye. The Trotsky linc is
noither Yreformist! ceutrist or revolutionary." Its line is Stalinist-that
is, the line of itg Lod. sreizis is coascious ~ttachment to the burocritic
cecubtraligntion of the "ovkers Stnte. Thesoe nro its economic roots. Through
tlis orgrnic nttachment to St-linism it politically operates to betrny the
~zors 0y turning t wem over to Stolinism (Germany 1923, China 19&.-27,
Enriand 1926, Spnin 1338-33 the pruseat line of SP-CP governments for
Burone, <te,) Throush sunport of Stalinists counter-revolution  -(with"eriti-
cism ", %o be suro ) it thus props up imucri~lism sinece Stnlinism in frus-
tr-ting ~ny rovolutionary developrents thus serves thce class intersst of the
tour scoisie,

Thus e sec no cxposwre ~hntsoever of the main cnemies operating within
tho vwroietarint, As a matter of fret we Tore surpriscd to see that your paper
dogs not even sducnie the —orikers on the role of vourzso:.s liverals. For
instnnce, there is the article reunderinz itribute to H.G. Yells, n Tourgeois
liceral nhilistine a4 =n uncompromising opvonent of the theory nnd prectice
¢l scicntific soci-~lisme In the Jdditor's note to the article e read in your
second nurber of Workers ileve:

Wigvertheless, his ( #&. clls-AD) zeneral nrogrecscive outlook has
infivenced ~~ny thous~uds of gpoople in the ri ht directions Tor
that we ~re grateful." (nd)

Aud ir {he ~riicle itself e rub our eyes with astonishment ~ud rend:

"The common ='n hr~e lost n gre -t frieud ~nd ch-mpicn." (Ibid)

Is it possivls tu~t the Zditor of the “orkers nevs believes that this
~rticle will heishten the clnss cousciousness of the worrers 'vhom tlhe pnper
nddressces? The cssenco of revolutionnry clnss consciousness is the renli-

zatioun of the role of ~ll the varieg-tod sorviters of the Lourgeoisie nnd the
gh~rp ~nd vacororomising division bet—ecn revolutioci~ry ‘iarzxism -~nd all the

aircct and indirect defenders of whge sinvery. oy printing HeG. “ells =5 a
Yot friend ~nd chowpion" of the “common man", the Torkers ilews here funce
i ¢ de~aen the cin~sg consclousness of the workers ~nd gets then to look

S1a]
mrovingly <t A devoeunder of imperinlism. The point that H.G. Tells shomed
up some of thc more oovious criros of c-pit-lism no more converts him into a
friend of the proict-rint tiwn the Attloes, sevins ~nd Kruiskys, ete, ~ho
~rote prolificnlly on the cevils of c~pit-alism and the glories of Socinlisme
As 1 ottor of f-et, it is praciscly this progressive looking front .that cap—
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Taking your organ as a "hole e see am incorrect relation between
prooaganda and azitation. The tasks imposeq by historyon a relatively small
grouping such as yours is the necessity for propaganda which mesna the
distillation of many complex political ideas to advanced —rorkers. - On the
other hend, your naper gives every appearance of having a "mass orientatien"
attempting to address the British masses directly. The S,".L. leadership
apparontly forgets the fact that it first has to clear the field of the
gignntic political forces which already have the ear of the masses. The
key to the masses is the advanced workers as the Marxist leaders alvways
explnined. Since the advanced -rorkers today are under the sway of the
opportunist forces the winning of these workers to a correct iarxian pro-
gram must necessarily take the form of a direct. polemic agninst the present
concrete le~dership of these "orfers. As Lenin pointed out:

"One of the essential conditions for prepsring the nroletariant for
victory is n prolonged, persistent and ruthless struggle azninst
opportunism, reformism, socinl-ch-~uvinism ~nd simil~r bourgeois in-
fluences n~nd tendencies, which are inevit~ble ~s long ns the pro-
let~riat ~cts under capitnlist conditions. Unless such ~ struggle
is “ought, and unless n completec victory over opportunism is PREs
LILIVARILY GAINID, there cnn be no hope for the dict-torship of the
prolet~riat." (Selected Works, Vol. VI, pp 484-485. My emph~sis ~nd
capit~ls-4B)

This w~s d~ted December 29,1919, th-t is,after the Bolsheviks -rere
~lrendy the mnjor force in Rassia and ~ddressing the mnsses directly in
the cnpitnlist countries through the Third Intern~tionale. What shall we
sy todny ~hen lnrxism is espoused only by ~ handful of revolutionists
and hen St~linism is identified ~ith the October Revclution and passes =6
the genuine article with the huge oulk of the anti-capitalist minded workers?
Vo arc by no means fetishists of Lenin but it is an indubitable fact that
the death knell of the bourgeoisie in Russia sounded in the period +hen the
worxkers in the Spviets passed from support of the Mensheviks and SR's to
support of the Bolsheviks in Sept.- Octe. 1917, The struggle to expose the.
influence of the lMensheviks and SR's from 1903 to 1917 7as the concrete form
of the struggle to overtiirow capitalism.

On your request for our program. The first programmatic document of our
group vas the book "Stalin, Trotsky of Lenin" by George Marlen, "thich gave
our position on most of the vital guestions in terms of a polemic against
Stalinism. However, this vook praesented nn incorrect vien on the role and
line of Trotsky and -7as therefore incorrect in this major respect. Further
investigation scientificaly established the role of Trotsky and 7as published
by us as 7e uncarthed the facts. by Aoril 1939, —e rere 2ble to present a
reviscd programmatic outline 7hidh we presented in our organ then called
"In Defense of Bolshevism!! l{eanvhile, e kept putting forth our positions
on 211 the basic questions in the form of a polemic against the Trotskyites,
leftwmTrotskyites and semi-Trotskyites. Unfortunately this material is
scattered over many Bulletins and is not yet col acted in one encompassing
document although a comrade is orkinz on a Programmatic Draft no~ so as-to
put ali of our positions in one readily accessible document. We have sent
you a fairly comulcete file of our material so as to acquaint ‘you -"ith our
major positionsa.
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zigzag, by Btelinism as various tiwmes,

¥e are for the building of a revolutionary ‘larxist party which is the only
genuise meppon for the overthrow of capitalisme

2- Te are asainst "Workers Governments" or "Workers and Farmers Governments"
vhen they mean a gov-rnment composed by a coalition of opportunist parties on
a capit~list basis. (This was the tyoe of government set up oy the Stalinists
and Socisl Zemocrats in germsny in 1923 ~hich betrayed the revolution. Support
to ti:is trap “as prepared by the Fourth Congress of the C.I. in 1922. At
pregent this fraud is supported oy Social Temocracy, Stalinism a2nd Trotskyism.
The Ocllerites also stanc on this position since they hold the Fourth Cong-
rese of the C.I1. to be Marxist and since they hold that Trotsky pursued a
ariist line vhen he helped Stalin put over the Yorkers Goverament trap on

ths german workers.)

ar2 for a Vorkers joverament on the basis of proletarian dictatorship led

i 2 revolutionary Marzist party and based on free and demecratic rule by
tae Tor&ers.

- e cre against a Constituent Asserbly at any and all times as an organ of
bourgecis rule. (ihis position for a Qoastituent Asse~bly is supnorted by
the oourzeoisle Social Democrscy, Stalinism ~nd Zrotskyism. The Oehlerites
are for support to the sozan under cert:in conditious.)

Ve are for Revolutionary Soviets =s the organs of proletarian political power.

4~ Te are against any support to cclonial vourgeoisie or any concession %o the
idea that colonial bourgeoisies c 1 fight imoerialism. (Colonial bourgeoisies
are supported oy irmerialism, Social Democracy, Stalinism, and Trotsiyism in

the form of“crztlcal supporty" From 1937 to 1945 the Trotskyites ere for
"eritical support" to Chiang “ai shek. The Ochlerite.line on the latter was
march scparately ond strike together, implying that the colonial puppets strike
against irperinlism in some form or other.)

We are for the line of permnnent revolution in coloninl and semi-~-colonial areases
Only dictrtorship of the prolet-riat c-n solve the tnsks of colonial revolution
~nd free the mngses from imperi-lism,

c nro against any support to opportunisttorgnnizations or individuals in
tionse (Trotsivrism, depcnding upon ~hich country it is in, calls for
elector 1 support to Social Denoc ~cy, Stalinism, trnds union frkers. In
Bazl-nd wost opportunist forces 1nea up behind the nmbour Party in the General
BElaction of 1949.)

Te arc for exposure of opportunists ~nd destruction of their influence. For
an uncompromising fight agsinst opportunism in nll forms at all times with no
moratoriums during election periods. The only government e 7ill ever support
is prolctrrian dictntorship. -

6- Ve orec ngninst the slogan of Vorkers @ontrol of Production under cap-
italism as pure demagogy. (This slogan was instituted by Social Demoecracy,
is now supported nt onc ok another period by Stnlinism nnd Trotskyism. )
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presentation of immediate demands is a task which —e have to regretfully
leave to the future vhen our uropaganda group has emerged as a party. Where
e are invelved in o union or shop e advocate improving the immediate
demands of the workers vut ~ith a counecsntration of emphasis on the exposure

of the counter-revolution ry leadership of the proletarian vansuard.

* ok *ok sk kK %ok wok ok * kK

Ve hope that this schemntic sumrary helps ansmer your questionse. Ve
7ould we slad tc elaborate on any of the acove noints or on any otlisr you
rmight question.

Arthur Burke
Corres, Sec'y
FOI‘ the ‘-’"J’OL.RQP‘
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of a politiecal split,

The qobond point raised by Qkun, that these departed members left on the
bosis of o disagraemont. on the question of the sham war is a complete dis-
tortiorn. We obviously are net defeonding the position of the deserters from
our ranks whem we regard os cavitulators to the class enomy But we will
say in tho interests of thaz truth that these e ople never at any time voiced
disagrecnont on the sham woer, e are not interested in imputing to peorle
pesitions which thoy do not hold, whethor thesa concorn cur political enemies
or fricnds,

w for the last point; that we have suppr ad a document by Hunter,
one of thes depnrted membors,

At no timy in the hisbtory of our group was any doscument ever suppressed.
Any docunment c¢ver prasentsd for discussion by a member of the Lea \gue was al-
woys and is bo this dny, denlt with in full accordance with the wishos of
the author. Any and o211 documcnts on controvarsial questions which the
cuthors prosonted for pudblicotion in our officnl orzan wore published. If
Ckun krnows of any deocument which n~ mamber of our group prosonted for pub-
lication ond which was not publishnd, we challengs him to produce it. Ve
can Trosly predict that no such document will bo produced bacruse no such
surprossad docunment oxists,

Ckun actunlly claims te hovo hod pessession of such o docunent. On
this point, he stated at the mocting in 7stio:

"I had a copy of this deccument, but unfortunstaly I muiled it to Comrade
A
Wilcex, and h*ve not basn shle to mot cnother copy.”

L worhﬂr trU>t1wr Olun might belicve that the latter really had obtained
such a "suprressod" decumert. The facts will show whether or not this Okun

story has the ring of truth.

Early in December 1946, Ckun contacted Comrnde Wilcox by telephonc, and
inquired whathor shs hid seon tha docunsrt, which he elsimed to haves He
statod thet he wish~d to discuss it with bor, and since she knew of no such
docuniint, offsred £ 1 zopy.  Sigwificantly, despite all cfforts to
borrow or ovon got oo g the suprosod document and despite Okunts
ropented prs { “do rox never received it. Wilcox ~nd Harden
{both of th: m'de Q2 offorts to borrow it from Ckun when
Hardoen was Chicnge but again efforts vers unsvailing. They also put
Cian %o ths 4 %y offr rin L o heve a public dabatz or forum, using the
suprosed documont as o basis oi discussiecn, provided, of course, thht they
could only lnorn wﬂﬂt thoy werce suppos~d to discuss, THIS OKINM FLATLY RE-
FusHEs TC DO. Ckun finally seid that hoe hed given the document to another
member of his group whe hod rend it and subscquertly mailed it to "ilcox.
Whﬁn it wes rot roesived after a roasonnble leongth of time (allowing for

vory corezivoble dn 1wy in the mails) Wilcox.rrote to the alleged author
of the docun:nt (J.C.Huntar) requesting o copyve She received the following

replys

"Decr Ann: To my Frewledge no document such as you mention has been dis-

tributed to enyone. HMaybe somcbody's just pulling your leg to lead you
into a povpow. Scems te me you ought to domand to sce the document in
quastion,”

Peculiarly, ncither the members of ths W.L.X.P. nor the supposed
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ReTalse Intﬁrrtl Bulintin

‘R the esonvention. Som> of these suppres-
sunerts wora et T »

n The Bulletin of the W.L.R.F. ¥othing
ationnl News % ony time, and the brief
nder the scurriious hendline "Capitulation
have shown to bo a politienl slander, was
tﬂb‘icly by tha R.W.L. on the split.

IUSTT 3NGSG werds doceumerts on politicsl positions
the fenrwi:s ator joired anothir voliitiewl organization.
ﬂ'"l sagrotary, n mombor tho Foliticnl Zomaittee,
srnate to the Central Coumitins at the time of the split,.

4

s““

inecluding two mombars of
15 ior th-ir action in
cenvention, the sacond
his pgroup then formed
%1 group in distirct

In Mereh, 19246,

g"oxqﬁ.
’*trrlt, oopolit
Irttor romained

wo oare by no menrs in politienl agr-emont with the Deotroit group, nor
with tha othar +wo =roups 7o sirce split from the RW.L, We arc
ntirg out thet theso wers o1l geruire splits and that the R,W.L.
ted to comecnl d¥ T

in thv swmnr of l-st yoar, Joo Uanly 1-f% the RWeleeoo
wrede, it wns a split, in that Danly

or *vviﬂy, joined snother

i v inrxists. Purthor, he weos

o, m:mLhr of the Cariral C ot thet tian ond for some yonrs previously.

vrcAn, whlﬂh took place last
%5 unit (2t thet time the only
group first functioncd under
TL0F in fovvor of the presont
nn pelitical lino or metheds of
>ndoncy. Again, as

* ne o

: 7 prasented by both sidss., Thoy have not
b..;u., nor has any mantion of that split beoen made
ar's official publisntions. The documents wers pub-
group from whom ¥ prasunc they can b obtainad

£ truth is shown by the

n cf the International Contact Com-

21f arn offilinte) lists as an affiliate

~3 Associntion of Groat Britain,

v, ago as ¥May 1946 and in its stoad the

by formor mombsrs of the RJW,A. and

” connpaction with the I.,C.C. These

Lo 1”°anrsn1p but thay are not told to
zobion in its pross.

cut our group n°w become quite
rerturbed ovar the fact that
aing the hidd-mn faets about
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WHO TELLS THE TRUTH ABOUT TROTSKY?

Editorial Note:

Cn reading the documentary evidence we present in our press to prove
Trossky's collnvoration with Stalin in centralizineg the burocratic usurpation
. 0Z power-fro~ the Ruseian mnssos, some workers express the idea that our ev-
idence mey ve valid per se tut is too narrow in total viewpoint. Thesc

‘eel that The Workers Lea-ue for a Revoluticnary Party presents orly
of ;*ct xy's activities and thers zovb distorts tne full meaning of

1 0lF, this ofher side of Troitsky's activity is his sllcged
or ooposs the Stolin burocracy ~nd this »ngle, ther fenl,
in our publications.

»nerhans, that thers we-s -~notiner as-ect to Trotsky's linc
ted vy us "ng not the scie oune? The Tolloing letter
to tils ~ucstion when it was raisod by one of cur
This noint has often been rsised ir &

mrrussions,

* *
Do-r Qomrerdce:
e
Te tr~neinte the maaning of your doudt into ccncrete -rords, you
apparently novse in mind tant v 1oLy uere is ~ntorial evidenco which vould
essolishi thn v oactunaiy i ¥ 13 St-linist degencerntion of the
Soviet Tnioz ~no  tha Comintern.
Politic~l c-ution is very ~lthy -nd —e c~n only voicoe regret that
ittle of it +7 the misled workerse The only qucstion
~ Goubti his donote sre well founded or are based

whether the doubt you herbor has anv valid

0 dig in the vast store of historical documents
re is not hidden from view some "other side"

1. 3Hut surely you will not deny that Canrnon,
Shachiman and otaer teade ”s o7 the Trotsky movewent, as well as Trotsky

hins=2lf srd a Lost of thelr sscrotaries, researciers, itranslators and coprists
represents a far greater force taan the cne at tie ﬁlspos1l of The Bulletin.
‘oreover, Troisky had far easier access tc many import nt historical docu-
ﬂerts- As is well kznown, he vtrpught itk ai~ out of the SOV1et Unjon literally
trunkiuis of letters, records =nd documenis »roduced before and during the

rise of Stalin. VYou —ill grant alsc tiimt no people —ould be more anxious to
estnolish thnt ho 'mhLU&c”‘ fothicr sicdo" of the Trotsky story than Cannon,
Shocituan and other official ~nd wiofficial Trotskrites. Also, they have
anple time {0 do reserreh and s i the historicnl datae And yet, —hat do
we soe? An unsupooried claivm thn r Jelned Lenin’ in: the  latter's.fasght
8gainsy Sanﬁlng They made pusli tmentary material, much of it from
Trotsicytls coTa nen, shoing thnt of 1222 Lenin definitsly set lLis
mind to remove Stnlin and his ; the expulsion of one of them,
Ordjonikidze. nut they unever usve p*oancel a siazle document of that period
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congress vhen Lenin entrusted po Trotsky the line of struggle against the
Stalin clique, Trotsky wrote if§utotiography: "And vhat is more, I have no
dowbt that if I had come forward on the eve of the twelfth congress in the
spirit of a 'ploe of Lenin and Trotsky'! against the Stalin burocracy, I
should have been victorious even if lLenin had taken no direct part in the
stru- ies" {pe 481) This without question proves our case, for Trotsky's
"If I had come forward" shows that he did not come forward.

Let us taie another instance. In discussing the history of the
dercneration of the Belshevik Party, the Troisky leaders often refer to the
Stalin move of diluting the party in the Spring of 1924 with opportunist
elemerts soon after ILenin's death. The Stalin bdurocrats labelled that
mancuver the "ILeninist Levy," or'leninist recruiting." In his book
Rovolution Betrayed Trcisky writess "By freeing the burocracy from the cont-
rol of the proletari n vanguard, the 'Leninist Levy! doalt a deathblow to
the Party of Lenine" (p98) When we first read this in 1937 we incautiously
sa” in it an implication that Trotsky had attacked that burocratic maneuver
at its inception. But then we observed that novhere did the Trotsky leaders
publish any evidence to that effect. We, of course, never regarded the

specaches of Cannorn and Shachtmen, in which they assure their followers that
Trotsky fought Stalin, as authentic historical evidence. We ent to the

to check vhat Trotsky was doing in the Spring of 1924 during the

t recruiting.* And vhat 'did we find? In the midst of that recruiting,
at the Thirteenth Congress of ths Party, Stalin's speech in which the Usurper
lied that the "Leninist recruiting" as a great elective democratic achievement,
was "holeheartedly echoed by Trotsky, who doclarcd: "Without a doubt the
Leninist recruiting, as has been eorrectly stated here, haa brought our party
clogser to being an elective party." (Pravda, :lay 27,1924)

Trotsky thus covered up Stalints lie, Years aftervard Trotsky and his
taff taliked much agbout the "Ieninigt recruiting® deliveridg a death blow
¢ Lenin's Party. Have thoy been concealing the documentary evidence to
reve that Trotsky trisd to ward of f that blow? Why could not the Trotskyite
regegrel.ers produce a motion by Trotsky, a WORD uttered against the "Leninist
seruiting in 1924! Beecauss the evidenec shows the very opposite, oxposing
frotsizy's support to tho "Levyl

(=B

llany vears after the event, Trotsky doclared that the so-called “lenin
Rocruiting" of 1924 was & matter of Stalin's packing tho Party with scores of
thousands of hand-picked flunkeys, carcerists and reactionsry workers. But
in 192%, during the "Lenin Recruiting," here is thc fakery that Trotsky in a
spaach fed the vorksrs- for Stalinism's bunefit:

"When the workingelass rencts to the death of its leaders in such manner
thnt Baku gives 9,500 uew party membors—-this is the highest voting; this is
not perlirmentary charl-tanism, not porli-mentary deception, but » genuine
demoeratic vorkors voices" (L. Troteky, PRAVDA, April 15,1924)

Yes, tho recruiting of those 8,500 workers of Baku wns not parliamentnry
docupticn, it vns Stalinist doception, part of the deathblow to the party.
but tho deccived workers, due to Trotsky's treachiersus rolo, saw this as

ine daomecratic workers voice." Trotsky was the builder of Stalinism,
stionally -nd politically.

T'ithout doubt the gre-test noise the Trotsky loadors over made has been
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"We approve Gom-uaist supuort to the Kuomintang’party in China
vhich e are endzavoring to revelutionizes" (International Press
Correspondence, Volums 4,70. 51, iMay 29, 1924.)

‘hen wou salid maybe there is "another sice" to the Trotsky picture it
means we Miynt have left out import:nt material. It is really the Trotskyites
~ho legve out ihe tell-tale eviderce, and for a good reason. They never

darea to puvlish this damning piecs of evidence vhich shows that Trotsky
supported Stalin's preparatioss to cut the throszt of tho Chinese Revolutions
They screped together the Trotsky docunments vhich date from 1827, after
the vetrayal —us consumratcd; those of the period of the betrayal they never
puvlisied, for Trotsky's role in thc beirayal was clear. But even after
the event, not 2 single one of the documents chows that Trotsky cever opposed
the policy of s“nalug the Chinese Communist Party into the Kuomintange There

not o SlJé«e sentence "hich oxposes Stalintend the deliberate policy of

v

ling out the revolution to safeznard the power of the burocracy a1t home.
ags n desperate woment for Stalia because the opnosition workers in

v felt it "as an ideal moment to oust Stalin and take over the Farty.
sring thie betrayal to Chiang Kai Shek, Stalin's influence in the Party
in the Comintern was shnaken. But Troteky's policy as to pour cold Vater
=5.: e aroused opposition massese. Vho estavlished this fret? Trotsky
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Yilrny youngzer comrsdes thought the prisnt benkruptey of 8talin's policy
tIns bound to bring tie triumni: of t‘a Op;OSi"UJ ngnrer. Duaring the
first anys ~fter the coup d'etat by Chi-nz ¥ai-shek, I was obliged to
pour mrny ~ bucket of cold w~tar over the hot ke-ds of my young friends-
~nd over some not so young. I tricd Lo shov them thnt the opposition
covld not risc on the dofeat of the Chinese revolution." (L.Trotsky,

Ay LIFE, p.630.)

Things ~r¢ not different —ith the Anglo-Russinn Committes, the third
"ace" in the Trotsky deck of politics. Tho Trotskyite "historians" vocif-
crously denounce Stalin for org-nizing and maintaining the Anglo-Russisn
Comnittces But they mill nover carc cite Trotsky's statsment made scveral
montizs bofore the betrayal of the British workers —ith the aid of the Anglo-
Russian Committecs Spoaking to tho Congress of Toxtile workers Troisky said
the folloring about that treachcrous Stalinist creations x

UThe Anglo-Russian Committec of Unity of Trade Unions is thw
aighest oxpression of that shift in the s1+r‘t10h in all Europe,and
sp001allv irn Ensland, which is occurring before our cyes and which
S

.

loadine tovard tho Buropcan ruVO'Lthu." (Pra"da, January 21,1926,
r b""p""ﬁ" b)

o
i
o

Although the irotskyite "historians cavort through the files of Pravda
and trauslatc Trotsky's long-—inded sbstract treatises on scicnco and othoer
Gistracting subjccts, they shun such damning statoments as the above because
thoss statements prove that Trotsky gave dirocct support to Stalin's opportunist
nanufacturers. Stalin's Comintcern in 1926 vas rendering the British trade
union burocrats all the roquired cover to prepare the betrayal. When the
General Strike —rme knifed many revolutionary workers began t0 suspoct that
the Comintern's policy as rotten. VWho furnished the cover for Stalin at
that critical period? Trotsky! He covercd up for Stalin in tho main. After
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illegible) in ~hich he zives the Party some crgmnizatory advice.
The 1oth Party Gongress devoted ths gre-tcest ~ttention to this

~ad other lotters, ﬁnd drer the conclusions corresponding to the
situ btion obt~ining., ALL TALXK "ITE RiIGARD TO A COUCZATID OR
MUOILETED Y ILL' IS .OThI‘ BT A DISPICASLI LIS, directed ~gninst
tho renl vill of Comrade Lonin, -nd agninst the interests of the
party crented by hime" (Leon Trotsky, Inmprecorr, Sept. &, 1925,
e 1005, 10G¢e., )

Trotekxy licd to the entire vorld working class.

ot o flagrant crime on Trotsky's wert could never be crased and all
Yroveky, Cannon and Shachtman could do —as to c¢xplain it aways. The
cment on Bastman vas foisted upon Troteky, they alibied; it was a
sion of porty discipline: "Eastman published the document on his ovn
sintive in a wmomeat ~hen our Taction decided to interrupt 211 puclic
setivity in order to avoid a premature srtlite" (L. Trotsky, In Defonsc of
Jarzism, Pel60.)

But vhat of *rotsky's silence about the Testarmcat for over a year be-
forc Bastman puclished it! Vhat avout Trotsky's siliunco concerning Lenin's
letter on the dFational <ucstion addressced to the XII Congress over two years
carlicr, a copy of which was in Trotsky's poss:ssion? Trotsky,Cannon and
Shachtmazn —ould rather not discuss all that; 1t is cmbarrassins.

So to roturn to your romarke. It should cs guite plain that tho “other
side¥ of the Irotsky picturc docz not oxist. 1t is a myth. And, curiously
snough, that myth —vas not originated by Trutsky ovut by Stalin, Zinoviev and
Kameneve  *“t as th Irio, supportcd by the other lcaders, ~ho invented the
slogon "Trotskyism" in ordor to toar Yrotsky don from his position of pro-
stige and po~or. This was later admittod by Zinoviev hon Stalin aldowed
this partner of his out of pover and into "Opposition.® The Trio sprcad
the story thunt "Irotsky underestimated the peas-ntry," that he -1as nttempt-
ing "to sct up the youns 1grinst the old," thnt he Li~d "lost f-ith in the
cre tive forces of the revolutions® th~{ his ~im —-s "to suppl-nt Leninism
with Trotskyism." Becrusce Trotsky, like =1l the other loeaders, 'as complotely
involved in thoe erime of dovblo-crossing Lenin ~t the XII Congress, becnuse
ho h-d ~ttenpted to woriz ~ith Stalin, he could not 1~y the truth bofore the
~orkers. His "oppositionism" rcduced itsclf cither to silenco or to o mild
daninl of the nccusations made against him. Chainoed politically to Stalin,
he couvld not help but continuc cellaborating with tho Usurper in every move
against the proletariat. That he did overything possiblo to avoid the struggle
against Stalin, and oven deliber:-tcly chose defeat, Trotsky himsolf admitss.
In a scrics of articles captioncd "What Happened and Hom", Trotsky stateds

"To tho last possibility I avoided the struggle, inasmuch as
at its first stagos it had thoe character of an unprincipled con-
spiracy dircctud against me porsonslly. It -sas clcar to me that
uch kind of struggle, once it bursts. eut, will inovitably assume
Zceptional acutencss and in the condition of rovolutionary dic-
tatorship can lead to threatcning conscqucences. This is not the
place to discuss the oucstion hethcr it —was corroct at the price
of the¢ groatost personal concoessions to toend to preserve the ground

rO n w
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ngainst Trotsky ~nd also agninst the be*uddled opposition workers, Lrotsky
wound ~vound their neck a peralyzing policy of do-nothing, of pence«mnking
~nd corcilintion. Sseking to -ppenge St~lin, Trotsky ~ided in the "Ieninist
recrulting! nd in °  svrerding the St-linist froud atout revolutionizing
the Xuomintrngz. Bvery time there wns a druger to Stnlin's regime Trotsky
threw ~ et Llrnket over the oppusition mnsses, he lied to them th~t the
Stalin "Centr~l Committce" is n Leninist Central Committee (Declaration of
" The Opposition, October 16,19<6 ) he gave them ~ line of "unity At ~ll costs"
with the St-~linist turocracy (Platform of the Opposition). The ~hole mrss
of the proletsrinn vaungurd in Russin, securely shackled within the Strlinist
systen oy Lrotsky perished in Siberin ~nd in other "7nys. Concurrently, the
prelotarisn vangu~rd of Chinn ms led by St-lin, —ith ILrotsky's aid, to

4

Chinng Kni-shek's execcution clocke

Oyr investigntion throvws light unon the fate of ~nti-Stnlin revolutionary

arizers outeide of Russine Trotsky orgz-nized them into o "fraction of the

intern" nnd h-nded them ~ line of"correcting" the Stalin g~nge. DBecnusae
thaoy never knew the true story of Irotsky, they were prevented from grasping
tiae consciousness of the crime of Stnlinist usurp~tion of poer, the delibernte
n~ture of the vloody destruction of the vangu~rd —orkers in Russin, in China
~nd elsevhere, they folloved Trotsky's policy ~nd supnorted the Stalinist
Comintern —ith "criticisme" Believing Trotsky th-t Stalinism w-s dlundering
"centrism", thoy ended in the concentration c~mps of Hitler.

Mo

Then Trotsky reorg-nized those ~nti-St-1lin —orkers ~ho rem~ined n~live
outside Russin, Chinn ~nd serm-ny into - "Fourth Internation-l" which he
based on the sinister froud th-t Trotsky s n fighter agninst the Stalinist
counter-revolution. The line of support with "criticism! remained and
8:¢~1lin led the §pnnish prolet-rint including the ‘rotskyite ~nd semi-Trotsky-
ite —rorkers (POUT) to destructioie

Principles, rec gnizsd and accented, ~re n guiding Llight for the
proletarinst. Freuds are d-ngerous snnres, le~ding to defents and ~nnihilntion.
Lenin's fight ~g-inst Monsheviem is ~n estnblished principlc. .Trotsky's
"fizht ngrinst Stalinism" is a frovd. The accept-nce of this fraud rs a
principlc h~s proved f2t~1 for thc proletarian vangu~rd.

The vhole chrin of ocur invsstig-tion lo~ds to the gl-ring fnct thet
Trotsky represents the histeric-1l trap which captures the current of sub-
joctively ~nti-Stnlin —rork:rs and holds them fasht within the;Stalin erbit,-,
"¢ see thrt is these workers who, beginning with 1923, formed the key ele~
asnt for reorgenizing the whole vanguard upon revolutiorary lines, but were
betrayed to Stulin by Trotskys. Knowing this, we realize what terrible fate
is in store f'or these workers and for ths rroletarian revolution which is
now brewiny in Italy, France, England and other ccuntries- unless we reach
these worksrs in time with the true story of Tretsky, help rid them of Stalinism,
end toar them out of the clutches of that destructive Stalinist power and
borin to build a2 iarxist movamnent,

Like you, we too, for & while, imagined that perhaps what we discovered
sbout the AI1 Congress =nd other everts was accidental, and that if we in-
vestirated further we would find "another side"of Trotsky. Alas! The more
documents ws exsmined the elearer grow the pidture, until there was no mis=-
talring the dasbtardly role Trotsky played in the dtalinist degeneration. It
then became closr that our duty was to pass the information to the workers
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