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CAN AMERICA ESCAPE FASCISH

4

\ MERICAN CAPITALISM FOR nine years
; has been in the throes of the se-~
verest crisis in its entire history.In
the early period of the crisis the
spokesmen of the bourgesoisie, citing
innumerable factors and precedents,
looked hopefully ahead or rather ar-
ound the oorner whers prosperity was
or as Hoovor promised would be in 60
days. But trade contimod declining,
banks crashing, and mounting unemploy-
ment was breaking all records.Hoover—
villes, breadlinos and apple-selling,
bloody ropressions against honus mar-
chers, seizurc of supplies from shop-
keepers by starving workers, by desp-
crate farmers armed with shotguns (in
England, Ark.), a rising wave of crime
— all pointed towards a situation
that,if not coped with in un effactive
manner, would goet out of the control
of thoe capitalists. Under constraint
of the necessity to headoff the threat-
ening catastrophe, the bourgeoisio
changod its policy,still regarding tho
crisis as a passing phonomenon.

The new administrator of the af-
fairs of American capitalism, Franklin
D. Rooscvelt, taking what was dcclared
by his enthusiastic backers to bo a
realistic view, wundertook the task of
stabilizing the tottering structure.
Adopting some extraordinary measures
designed to bring recovery, thas Roose-
velt administroation with & prodigal
hand poured a torront of dollars into
& thousand and one channels. Tho mill-
ions of the unemployed were to a con-
sidorable extent absorbed by the var-
ious government enterprises created by
the Now Deal. Relations between the
bourgeoisie and the toiling masses
wore regulated with some soOps thrown
to the workers in the form of Section
7-A, recognizing the right of organiz-
ation and collective bargaining.

With the torrential rush of money
through the WOPtAn, CchCn, P.W.A.,
A.A.A., R.F.C., power projects, bonus
payments, armament expansion and other
chanricls, the demand for commodities
rose and production made rapid strides.

Tho American financial bourgeol-
sio,with some isolated dissendinsg fig-
ures like Ford, and particularly the
petty-bourgooisie and tho labor lieut-
enants of the capitalist class, John
L. Lowls, WwWm. Green and others, wont
into raptures over what they madec the
workers believe to be the solution of
the grave problem. American capital-
ism, the lackeys of the bourgeoisie as-
sorted,was well on the way to recovery.

Then something happened. Produc-
tion topplad once again and the capit-
alists turned out new millions of wor-
kers on the stroets. "Depression" has
bogotten a "rccession™ and many disap-
pointed voices, also bourgeois oppon-
ents of Roosevelt's policies, sald, We
are back whore we started from. "Noth-
ing has been solved," admitted Arthur
Krock in the Now York Times, May 1,
1938, "and certainly not the depres-
sion."

Tho fact of the matter is that
tho inherent laws of capitalist econo-
my have been quiotly at work effecting
the inevitable dislocations in the
spheres of production and exchango of
commodities. Private accurmlation of
woalth by magnates of finance and ind-
ugtry, on the one hand, and limitation
of the purchasing power of the toiling
mass whore wages allowod them to buy
back from the bourgeoisie only a part
of their own products, on the other
hand,also the contraction of the world
market, resultod again in the clogging
of the channels of distritution. Priv-



ate industry through the continuous
introduction of 1labor-gsaving devices
and steady increase in the produvctivi-
ty of 1labor automatically has tarown
off from three to four willion werikcrs,
and now wita the sudden curtailment of
output the army of unemployed has swo-
len to fourtcen million, perhaps mors.

Maniiestly clear is the fact that
the economic crisis of American capit-
alism is not back where it started
from. Therce 1is a "rececssion" within
tho "depression." The bourgeoisie is
plainly worried and its most eminent
representatives in industry and polit-
ics bogin t5 sense that the crisis is
nothing like the brief disturbances of
1907, 1914, or 1921. Tho most intcll-
igent American  capitalists obsaerve
that the entire world capitalist sys-
tem is in a state of disintegration
and collapso. And the fear that has
beoen in the hearts of their Europeun
confrores since tihe October Revolution
is now sinking its claws into their
own chests.

The bourgeoisie rcalizes that its
system must be repaired to provide
some sort of 1living to the workers,
elss thoy will cast about for a diff-
erent system. Such prouinent govern-—
mont figures as Solicitor Goneral
Jackson speak out plainly “!'Our prob-
lem,! seays Rovert H, Jackson, ‘is to
make the capitnlist system work. As
long as we make it work our pcople
will not find much to entract them to-
ward any other system. II we cunnat
make it work, thcy will scek a bsetter
one! (New York Times, Feb. 13, 1938).

The problem is gigantic. The Gor-
man bourgeoisie faced this problem in
1930-1933. Opportunism within tho pro-
letariat solved this problem, permitt-
ing the German bourgeoisic to bring in
Hitler. The American bourgeoisie has
attemptod to solve it through the New

Deal. The resultv! a stupendous mublic
dett; steadily ricing defiecit and

steadily rising tazotion; paviial in-
flation; 6,C00,000) Tauniiies cusprising
20,000,000 persons, ara receivirg «sne
form of public assistanco. accu.iing
to the testimony of H.L.Hopkins, Wovrks
Progress Administrator; and fourtoen

.milliorn jobless workers?

2 -

million unemployed with their depend-
ents awaiting jobs or relief. Indeed:
"Nothing has been golved, and certain-
ly not the depression.

The tone of some of tho leading
statesmen and writers began to change
when the Roosevelt administration pre-
sentod its new spending program. Bef-
ore this plan was broached, in January
of this year, in his bdudget message
Roosevelt estimated the deficit for
1939 at $950,000,000. This was shock-
ing enough to the morc sober American
capitalists. But the new spending
program would raise the deficit for
1239 to tho staggering sum of
$2,722,000,000 And what woulsd it 2ll
come to with the years passing by and
no end of the crisis in sight?

“Pump-priming has failed," rem-
« rkcd the Now York Times on M a y 9,
1938, evincing disagreement with the
policies it itself had so zestfully
backed. Some of the leading Dbankers
began to urge "a return to sanity (Ge-
orge Lettorhouse, president of  the
New Jorsey Bankers Association).

What sort of '"eanity" can  the
leaders of the bourgeoisia have in
mind? Is it back to the Hoover days—e
now when tho situation is far more in-
tense, with a new Rooseveltian army of

tnemployed  which together wlth the
Hooverian, releansad from the New Deal
projects, wovld nurmber twenty or more

Since the
workers 8till <reiain certain rights,
that would wmean briunging about a con-
dition for the forging of tho thunder-
bolt of workers' ruvolution.

The ecrisis continving unabated,no
other than the Hitlor way of smashing
all werkers! orgaaizations, and the
fastening of the iron yoke of Fascism
upon the nock of labor will te able to
remove the growing threat of a social
upicaval. Tirough theic Fascist rule
tho capitalists could with great caze
beat Zdowr. tha woges of the Anmerican
worlers ard.loengthen the work éov,they
would estatlish military slave-.crrps
for the wienloyed; and Winénstiial
poace,™ thit. perennial dream of the
exploiters, would te achieved at last.



-3 -

A writer in the New York Times oi Dec-
embor 26, 1937, had the following to
say regarding the role of Fascismi
"Fascism has constituted itself civil-
izations! champion against tho Bolsie-
vik menace."

The hard and impressive balance
sheet of tiie stabilizing officacy of
Hitlorism toeaches tho capitalists ov-
orywhere that Fascism 1s a far more
economical and efficient method of
keeping the workers in harness than
the clumsy method of "democracy."

Even  "democratic" cepitalist
nowspapors romark on oOccasion, and
with a touch of onvy, that Iussolini
and Hitler arc right when pointing out
the costliness and unwicldiness of the
bourgeois-democratic machinery of cap-
itulism! "It is true, as Mussolini and
Hitler have said, that édoémocracy is an
oxponsive luxury, and a vary clumsy,
slowmoving kind of government." (The
Deily News, April 30, 1938.)

In 1934 a scnsational discovery
was made that the House of Morpgwn and
that of ¢u Pont, while backing Roose-
velt as a convenient screen, were mak-
ing preparations to establish a Fasc-
ist regime 1In the United States. At
that time the Stalinists had not yet
veered to their present ultra~Rightist
line and thereforo wrote openly about
the Morgan-du Pont-Roosevelt conspir-
acy:

"For the past year and a half
Wall Street bankers and industrial-
ists have been plotting to mcbilizo
and arm a fascist band of 500,000
ex~soldiore to estatlish a dic%at-
orship in the Unitoed States. It is
pert of the general movement toword
fascism by the Roosevelt rczims,and
typifies tho impationce of a group
of bankers and armamont menufaciur.
ers, headed by Morgan and du Pont
seessedirectly iavolved were Thomas
Lamoht, partner in J. P. Morgus and
Co....Gen.MacArthur, chicf of t h e
U.S.Arzy, Gon. McNider, former head
of the Amcrican Logion, and othors
of Koogevelt!s close advisers and
associatos." (A. G. Bosse, Inpro-
corr, Dac. 22, 1936, p. 1717.)

* x % % * * ¥

A bare glance at the picture of
the world revoals that the imperialist
nations,packed with dynamite, arc mov-
ing at a rapid pace towards a conflict
whizh may prove the bloodiest and most
destructive in mankind'!s history. 3Be-
yond all possibility of doubt the
practical American bourgeoisie,intent-
ly looking ahead and soOberly estimat-
ing the inescapable tost for its sys-
tem, will oxccute an about-faco in
policy as a prelude to the militiriz-
ation of the couatry. Only fools are
due for a surprise. Over twonty yoars
ago Lenin pointed out that humanity
has entercd an ora of dying bourgeois
domocracy. Mankind can move cither
forward to Socialism or backward to
barbarisme American capitalism, and
for that mnatter all capitalism, can
surmount the critical situation solely
through Fascism; the workers, through
the overtiarow of capitalism. Histori-
cally only onec of the two outcomes is
possible. The workers must bear in
mind that every Fascist regime issued
out of oourgeois democracy, and so did
the proletarian revolution in Russia.

Can Arerica escape Fascism?  The
answor rests largely with the American
working class, particularly with its
class-conscious vanguard. The Americ-
an masses politically are backward;the
venguard is split up among various op-
portunis{ orgmnizations and, with a
thougsand visitle and invisible threads,
is tied to capitalism.

If the vanguard is freed from the
grip of the opportunists and is infus-
ed with the idoas and spirit of Lenin-
ism, it will bo able to organizo the
toiling masses for the assault upon
the bourgooisie, prevonting it from
accomplishing the change of its .form
of rulo from bourgeois democracy to
Fasclsm.

The most important, most poworful
of all the countorfeit Bolsheviks are
the Stalinists. Stalinism originated
as %ho organizaticnal distortion of
tho Bolshevik principle of Party locad-
ership. VTher Lenin's dying day was
not far distant, Zinoviev, Kamencv and
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Stalin conspired to establish themsel-
ves as wunchangeable 1leaders in full
and permanent control of the Party and
the State. Having been inducted into
the newly-created post of General Sec-
retary,Stalin began to concentrate the
real power in his own hands through an
claborate systom of appointing loyal
supporters in key posts, thus croating
an organized burocracy. Lenin obgerved
the first symptoms of this opportunist
development. Disabled by illnoss he
entrusted to Trotsky the task of elim-
inating chicf Dburocrat Stalin from
power.  Trotsky botruyod Lenin's con-
fidenco and opportunistically attompt-
- ed to adapt himself to the Stalinist
regime. Ho rojected Lenin's line of
fighting for tho romoval of Stalin ("I
am against rcmoving Stalin," otcs Soe
IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM #3),. and do-
nied the existence of Lenin's Will in
which Lenin asked the Party to remove
Stulin. While Lonin was still alive
Stalin mancuverced and mads opportunist
concessions acting as though he were
inclined to include Trotsky into the
burocratic system.
ced, Stalin made appreciablc headway
and gathered more and more power. Av-
oiding all compromises he demolished
Trotsky and,using Trotsky as the prin-
cipal target, Stalin raised himsgelf by
stages to the dizzy heights of person-
al dictatorship. The process of buro-
cratic centralization of powsr in the
hands of Stalin went througn several
phasoes, thc latest one boing the phys-
ical destruction of virtually all the
big figures of the Party.

Alongside of this process went on
the steady elimination of Workers Dem-
ocracy within all institutions of the
State and the rapid growth of the bur-
ocratic pyramid sustaining Stalin in
the seat of power. To all outward ap-
pearance the Stalinists adherad to the
Loninist program of the world revolu-
tion, but benocath the "red" surface, a
contrary policy has becn pursued.

Because a successful proletarian
revolution abroad, doing away with all
forms of opprossion and liberating ti-
tanic fooces of Workers Democracy,
would induce the Russian masses to
shatter the ponderous burocratic stru~

But as time advune-

cture, Stalinh is koeonly interosted in
proventing the establishmént of anoth-
er Workeré! State. This task he has
been accomplishing with tolling offect
through his instrument, tho Comintorn.
Founded by Lenin for the purposc of
organizing and accomplishing the prol-
etarian world revolution,the Comintern
was transformod by Stalin and his
henchmon,Zinoviev,Bukharin and others,
with Trotsky dbserving things but opp-
ortunistically keoping them  sccret
from the workors, 'into a machinec for
disrupting rovolution. Inasmich as
capitalism has definitely entcred the
stago of decay, the rocurring crises
give rise to revolutionary situations
now in one capitalist country, now in
anothoer.

To achieve his alm Stalin has de=-
vised & method, complicated in appoar-
ance but simplc enoughs He has fash-
ionod a policy which on the surface
looks somewhat like the one Lonin car-
ried out in Russia. But when intclli-
gently surveyed, his policy in roeality
has been at one timo to the Right of
Lenin's, at another to tho Loft. Some-
times both 1lines have beon omployed
within brief intervals. The leadoers
of the Scctions of the Comintern, cv-
eryone of them holding power by reason
of support to Stalin, have been un-
questioningly and wunrecsorvedly carry-
ing out Stalin's line. Thoe disastrous
regults — disastrous for the intor-
national prolctariat bdut inostimable
for Stalin — have inovitably followed.
With one hand eliminating o0ld party
leaders and all possible rivals in the
Soviet Union and progressively growing
more powoerful, Stalin, with the other
hand, has disrupted tho prolotarian
revolution abroad. Here is the unmis-
takable and sinister record:

GERMANY 1923. Ultra-Right line. Coal-
ition government of “Communists" and
‘Social-democrats in Saxony and Thurin-
gia. An ultroa-Leftist clinchiing
point, the Hamburg putch.

ESTHONIA,BULGARIA,1924. Ultra-Leftist
line. Putches in Esthonia to soizo
government buildings by a handful of
Communists; "neutral" position of Bul-
garian Communist party in the struggle
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between King Borls and the Jtaubulisky
government of the big peasauitry.

ENGLAID 1926. Ultra~Righ<ist  line.
Suprort to and confidence in the ref-
crmist lecadors o©0f {he British srade
wions wno §tabted the general strike.

CHINA 1220-1g27. Ultra-Rigrt. Unity
wita the pourgl0is Kuomintang. Adiis-
sion of Chiany Kai-ghck as o fratornal
rauaber intc the Comintern. Desiruvction
of the Coumunist prolctariat by Chiang
Hui--shok. An uldra-Lefiist clinching
point, the Cantor putch.

GERMANY 1930-1935. Ultra-Left. United
front frou: bolow only. Social-domdcra-

cy is  "Jocial Fascism" and Macstual
Fascism."® Dolivery of the paralyzed

proletariat to Hitler.

SPAIN 1931-1934.
Social Denocracy is
Putchist attompts by a handiul of Conw
nmunists to scize governmcnt bulldings
in Barcelona and to overthrow the
bourgoois domocratic repuklic.

Ultra-Left 1 1 n a.

SPAIN 1934-1C38. Ultra-Right. Collab-
oratvion with Social domocracy and 1lib-
ersl hourgeoisis t0 M"defond" bourgeois
democracy. Croaticn of a Pooplols
Front Goverument, a smokec-screcn beo-
hing wkich Franco organized hils uprise-
ing. Trcichery and trcason of the
leaders of the Pcople's Front during
the civil war.

Spain has besn the climax of thie lior—
rors caused by Stalinism.

Stalin has surmounied evory rov-
olutionary crisis und over a poridéd of
fifteon years, indircctly assisted by
Sociul democracy and dther opportunist
forces, witaout rutii or stint has becn
delivering ti.e ©0iling masses to Fasce
ism.

* %* L ]
Stalinls contradictory Jegged
line of z gzags containing different

evaluations of Social Democracy,fillod
with conflicting, sometimes diamotric-
ally opposite oxplarnations of Lenin's
basic idcas and principles, was first
applicd in America in 1923. It was

"Social Fascism."

then the zigzag of ultra-Rightism.
Foster, Loves%onc and other lcaders of
the Party werc busily engagod in in-
venting fedorated Farmer-Labor parties
— a sort of an embrionic "People's
Front."

"Towards a Labor Party

“.....A Labor Party defending
the intcreosts of the wage workers
and appealing to the impoverished
farmers is the only political power
that can challenge the cynical tyr-
anny of Vall Strect.® (D:ily Worker,
editorinl May 27, 1924.)

The idea of beilding an opportun-
1s% labor party was  toyed with for
sori2 years and was sholved during the
swing to ultra~Lettism. This zigzag,
cormonly xnown as the "Third Period"
of anited front from below and the
itkaory® of Social Fascism, reguired
couplete 1isolation of tho Stalinist
workors f£from the main body. of organiz-
ed labor. Hence the Farmor-Labor line
was condemned as & "Social Fascist"
proposals

"We can make ne peace with t h e
Labor Party idea..." (Earl Browdor,
The Comunist, August 1933.)

"Doecs tha Trade Union Unity
League support proposals for a lab-
or party? No, 1t rajocis social
faszist gproposals for launching a
laber party, which would be only
another capitalist party."  (Labor
Unity, Decomber 1933.)

Soparate Stalinist zigzags are
moaningless. Taken together, both the
ultra~Right and ultra-Left, roproscnt-
ing two aspoct of the same policy,
form & consistent system.

The Stalirist zigzags arc divided
from onc another by - indistinct bcund-
aries but they become clearly defined
as the swing gains momontum. In 1934
the ultra-Lefiist zigzag bocoming un-
ternable after Stalinism with Social
deriocracy had paralyzed and betrayved
the German workers, the Stalinists
launched thoir present ultra-Richtist
zigzag. Tho _ idea.of a Farmer-Labor
Party was fotered from the shelf, dust-
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ed off and again presentod to the wor-
kers as a Bolshavik policy:

"While fighting for more relief,
for highor wages and lower oprices,
the people must organize their own
Farmer-Labor Party as the Only
trustworthy weapon against the pre-
datory interests." (Daily Wor ker,
Novembor 23, 1935, Our emphasis.)

During the ultra-Leftist day s
the Communist workers werec warned that
"....the danger exists that tho Party,
undor the elemontal prossurc of the
petty-bourgoois masses, especially the
magses O0f farmers, will be switched to
the wrong track, in the dirocction of a
Farmer-Labor Party" (O pon Letter
to All Members of the Communist Party,
July 1933, pe 17)e

Now, with the application of the
ultra~Rightist zigzag, the Stalinist
burocrats are trying to tie in "perm-
anent" alliance (until the new ultra-
Leftist zigzag) the advanced workers
to the petty-bourgeoisie and the farm-
ers: "..a pormanent alliance, a coal-
ition of the organized workers, farm-
ers, and progressive people generally,
in the form of a new political party—
what we mean when we speak of the Far-
mer-Labor Party." (Earl Browder, Daily
Worker, October 29, 1936. Our emphas-
is, L. Lo)

Since the Stalinist zigzag-pendu-
lum acquires a wider sweep with each
swing, the Stalinists arec speaking of
drawing into their all-inclusivc "mass
party of toilers" even the Fascistsl

"The new mass party of toilers
should also strive to include sec-
tions of the sprouting fascist or
partly fascist organizations an 4
tendencies; such as company unicns,
Americun Legion posts, und groups
of the Coughlin and Long movements,
etc."(William Z. Foster, Tae Comm-
unist, October 1935.)

With thc change of the zigzag the
character of the reformist A. F. of L.
and the trade union agents of American
imperialism, Grecn and Lewis, also
changod. Previously, viewed from the

ultra~Left angle, the A. F. of L. is a
fascist organization:

"The American Federation of Lab-
or (a reactionary, largely fascist
trade union organization)........."
(0. Piatnitsky, World Communists In
Action, p. 12.)

"It has been a mistake on our
part that we did not sooner clearly
analyze and characterize the open
fascism of the A. F. of L." (Thesis
and Resolutions, 7th National Con-
vention, Communist Party of the USA,
April, 1930.)

But from the ultra-Rightist point
of ovbsorvation, the "fascist" A.F.of L.
is delivoring blows at Fascism:

"Blows At Fascism
"Following 1its condemmation of
Mussolini's war  against the Eth-
iopian poople, the convention of
the American Federation of Labor
has struck again at fascim."
(Daily Worker, October, 1935.)

John L. Lewis is of course not a
fascist and never was. He 1is a labor
agent of the coal and other trusts.
In the ultra-Leftist "Third Period"
days, the Stalinists did not hesitate
to state the truth, that Lewis 1is a
labor betrayer:

"John L. Lewis, presidont of the
United Mine Workers of America,vet-
eran labor Dbetrayer, whocel horse
of N.R.A." (Daily Worker, January
24, 1934.)

Today, in the ultra-Rightist per-
iod, the Stelinists are working with
Lewis and Green, helping to build the
"Fascist" A. F. of L.:

"Communists are helping build the
trade unions of CoItOo and A. Ft
of L.* (Earl Browdor, Daily Worker,
May 27, 1938.)

Roosavelt was eloctod during the
"Third Period"™ of ultra-Loftism. The
ovaluation of the New Doal by the

Stalinists was undoubtedly corrsct in
that part which spoke of Roosevolt's

program carrying out the aggressive
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war preparations of Wall Street; it
was ultra-Leftist in so far as stating
that Roosevelt's was a Fascist program.
Y4 caange bocame necessary, but 1n
what direction? In the diroction of
preparations for a’yielent solution of
the crisis by meane of war and fascism.
Rooseveltts now deal undertakes to in-
corporate this change in the policiles
of moncpsly capital." (The Comrmunist,
Jumary 1934, p. 83.)

"Roosovelt!s 'New Deal,! suppor-
ted by the A.F.of L. loaders as be-
neficial to the workers, an d by
the Socialist Party 1loaders as &
stcp toward Sociulism, is only the
‘emtodiment ©of the war and fascist
program of the Wall Street bank-
ors." (6. A. Hathawyy;, Daily W o r—
kor, Janmuary 6, 1934.)

The present Roosevelt rogime i s
not fuscist, but rather a scroen for
the Fagcist ovoreparations of American
finance capital. It is of course not
excluded that Rooseveélt or some other
chisf executive . of Amcrican democracy
may himsolf becone a Hitler, since the
furdamental program of Fascism, as
that of bourgeois demoeracy, i s the
preservation of caritalism. Some of
today's “domoerats;® Socialists and
Stalinists may conceivably te tne Fas-
cists of tomorrow. It rmust be borne
in xind that the foundor of fascism,
Massolini, was a Socialist. Oswald
Mosley, a formor Socialist, leads the

Fascist movement in England. Former
Stalinist, .Doriot, is hoad of & Fasc-
ist organizetion in France. Gu s tave

Herve, before the war a pacifist Soc-
ialist, is now a rabid Fascist, leader
of .the National Socialists of France.

To justify their wultra-Leftist
putchist tactics the Stalinist buroc-
rats accurately @escribed Roosovelt as
the servant of capitalism, and his en-
tire spending program as a moasure di-
rected against  the workers.

"Naturully, Roesevelt, as tho
agent and servant of the ruling fi-
nance g¢apital cligque of Will Street
trics to dcceive the masses as to
the true charwctor of the budget.
He secks to envelope it in a cloud

of demagogy about 'public works!
and ‘recovery measures' and 'wel-
fare! talk. Actually the budget is
directed entirely against the toil-
ing masses." (Editorial, Daily Wor-
xer, January 8, 1934.)

Tho Stalinists did not attompt to
conceal tho fact, after the congress-
ional oclections of 1934, that Roosevelt
was backed by the most powerful trusts
and banks and other sections of the
so-callod “economic royalists":

"The central featurc of the el—
ections, and the landslide for the
New Deal cundidates, was the almost
unanimous support Roosevelt receiv-
ed from all yanks of the rul i n g
class, from the big trusts, thoe
bankers, the press, the radio and

.~ utilities intoerosts. No matter what
differences amang cortain sections
of the bourgeoisic, tho richost and
most powerful groups basically sup-
ported the New Deal policics....The
mask must be ripped off the face 6f
the Now Deal.? (Daily Worker, Nov-
empor 8, 1934.)

But tho present ultra-Rightist
zigzag was alroady on tho way. In the
presidential elsctions of 1936 Browder
ordercd his followors to "Defeat Land-
on at all costs"— th¢ implication of
giving support to Roosévelt was obvi-
ous. A year and a half morc of the
ultra~Rightist course and Browder is
oponly backing "thoe agent and servant
of the ruling finanoco capitdl clique
of Wall Strect."

In 1934 Rooscvelt's imperialist
war aims wore unfalteringly pointed
out by the Stalinists and tho demagogy
of pacifism with which the millitary
preparations were ombroidored was laid
bare:

"With lightning spood Rocéscvel t
is building the navy, army and air
forces of Wall Street t 0 plunge
this country, Jintoe a ncw bloody,
criminal imperialist war in an eff-
ort to solvo the capitalidt- crisis
and redivide the world plunderi....
A campaign of the foulest jingoism,
well-onded with the wusual pacifist
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psanoo, 48 about to be oOpened up,
to stir up the war spirit for Amer-
ican imperialism. T h e dominant
note will bo 1'peaco.! IMilitary
proparedness! will bo put forward
as a guarantee of 'poace.'™ (Duily
Workor, Februury 3, 1934.)

The proscnt zigzag has witnossed
the Stualinists giving addi tinal
"peacoe" covor to the already heavily
voiled war preparutions of tho United
Stutes imperialists. Browder declares
that "Our Tenth Convention will call
upon the United Stutes to take tho in-
itiative in orgunizing world paece":
(For Poace and Democracy, T he Daily
Worker, May 26, 1938).

Early aftor the prolotarian rovo-
lution in Russia overy ocne of the
presunt top 1leacders of the Stalinist
party acceptoed, hypocritically, as we
know now, Lonin's simplo oxplanation
of bourgeois  democracy, -that it is a
- trap t0 keep the toiling massos in per-
petual capitalist slavery. Hore i s
for oxample what Max Bodacht, an out-
stunding Stalinist laader, wrote then
of American democracy:

"Tho dictatorship in Russia i s
bold and upright class rule, which
has as its ultimate objoct the abo-
lition of all class rule and all di-
ctutorships. - Our democracy, on the
other hund, is a Pecksniffian Dict-
atorship, is hypocrisy incarnats,
promising all liberty in phrases,
but in rsulity even penalyzing free
thinking, consistontly working only
for one objoct; to perpetuate t h e
rule of the capitalist class, t h e
capitalist-dictatorship.”" (Max Bod-
acht, Forward to Trotsky's "Dictat-
orship Vs. Democracy,"pp. V, VI.)

Anothor foremost loader of the
Stalinist party, Wa. Z. Foster, statod
that:

"Democracy under the capital ist
system is a sot of forms to mas k
the dictatorship of the capitalist
class..." (The Workers Monthly, No-
vember 1924, p. 9.)

This position, on paper, of

gourse, was adhered to by the Stalin-
ists throughout all tho yoars preced-
ing the Seventh Congress in 1935. Be-
ing that Stalinism had only recently
emorged out of the Octobor revolution,
the ultra-Rightist ewings of 1923 and
of 1924-1929 werc not wide enough toO
include brazon distortions of Lenin's
toachings on the cupitnlist State.

Tho rise of Fascism was duo, the
Stalinists admittod, to tho fact that
bourgeois democracy was not ovorthrown
by the workers in time, thuat tho werk-
ors foll victim to the mort:l illusion
that bourgoois deomocracy would stop
fascism. At the Eignth Convontion of
the St.\limst Party Browder attacked
tho Sociulist Party for its support to
bourgeois democracy which clears the
path for Fascism:

"Thus does  the Socialist Par-
ty and trade union officialdom, to
the extont that the workers follow
them, tie the working class to the
chariot whecls of a capitalist dem-
ocracy, which is being transformed
into fascism, paralyze their res-
istance, deliver them over to fasc-
ism bound and helpless."

This of course did not provent
BrOWder, only a brief period afterwargd,
from spoaking of the nocessity of org-
anic unity with tho Socialists:

"o the degree that we suc-
cossfully achieve unity of action
with the Socialists, for tho build-
ing of tho Farmer-Labor Party, and
for the immediate current struggles
of the masses for their economic
and political interests, for the
ight against Fascism and war, to
that degrec wo are opening up pers-
pectivos - for the organic unity of
Socialists and Communists in one
evolutlonm party of Socialigm. "
(D~ily Worker, October 6,1835. Our
GmphaSiS- LQL.)

That today the Stallinist top
leadors arc congciocusly and deliberat-
ely paralyzing thc proletariat through
support of capitalist democracy so0

that tho bou.rgooisie can preparo its
Fascist change, as in Spaln, as in



-9 -

France, as in Mexico, as in the United
States, is clear. They know that his-
torically humanity faces the choice of
Cormunism or continuation of capital-
isz along Fascist lines. I. A mter,
prior to the Seventh Congress, wrote
these true words about the real aim of
the Roosevelt administrations

"In face of the prolonged
world econcmic crisis and the rap-
idly developing basié¢ crisis of
capitalism; and in face of the in-
tonse struggle of tho massos of the
toiling population to protect them-
selves from tnc ravages of the cri-
sis, the real aim was 10 introduce
measures that would protect capit-
alism from collapse. 'Capitelism
or Commmnism! is admittedly the is-
sue. Capitalism in its 'democratict
form cannot protect itsclf so read-
ily. Therefore 'democracy'! is be-
ing .thrown. to the winds, and stops
toward fascism aro taking its place.

"In Europe, fascism has a 1-
ready Dbeen established in scveral
countrioes. In the Unitod States
this is one of thc real purposes of
the N.R.A." (I. Amt er, Daily
Worker, January 20, 1934.,)

It is absolutely true that capit-
alism can no 1longer protoct itself
through the "democratic" form of rule.
As the crisis contimues, it must seek
protection in Fascism.

Tho Stalinists showed, corrcctly,
that fascism: will gradually grow more
conscious of its alms and duties t o
capitalism, and that Roosovelt, 1iko
Dolfuss in Austria, 1like Azana i n
Spain, 1like evory other head of the
bourgeois democratic rogime, will per-
mit Fascism to propare, will, 1if the
need arises, even install Fascism in
office, as did von Hindenburg, the ro-
publican president of Gormany  who
swore allegiance to tho d emocratic
Woeimar Constitution and on that basis
was supportod by German Soci.l ccmoc-
racy. The Stalinists recognized all
this during the "Third Poriod":

"As fascism grows more ctmscious,
Roosevelt will maoke ompconcess ion
aftcr another, as did Dolfuss in

Austria, to the ‘'ascists, until he is
converted to the whole program. Has
history no lessons to teach us, esp-
ecially history as frosh as that o f
only yestorday?" (Michael Gold,Daily
Worker, January 9, 1934.)

In short, support of Dbourgeols
democracy means prociscly that — prev-
ention of proletarian revolution, a
froce hand for the bourgcoisic to shift
its rule from "democracy" to Fascisme

Today Fascism i1s definitely on the
Amorican horizon. In the coming period
the issuc that will be scttled by the
social and political forces will be Co-
mmunism, rcaning by that the overthrow
of capitalism and the formation of a
Workers! government to lead society to-
ward Communism, or the continuation of
capitalist slavery along tho Hi tler
lines. Historically and fundamentall y
there is no other issuc before humanily
today. The Stalinist burocrats, fully
aware of the possibility of proleotarian
rovolution which would shatter °~ thoir
grip unon the Russian toilers, arc wor-
king 1like beavers attaching the prolot-
arian vanguard to capitalism. Profitt-
ing immensely by tho fact that there 1is
very little Lonirist exposuro, Stalin—
ism goes further in its Rightward swing
than reformism. To poison the workers!
mind that they may in tho noxt war give
their lives in the interests of Americ-
an imperialism, Stalinism is  reviving
Wilsonfs fraud of "war for ‘domocracy."
Tho Stalinist burocrats are placing a
wreuth at the Mpoaco™ shriné ofc  {he
bourgeoisies

"Homage ¢to Americans who died
fizhting for freedom and democracy
and thosc now fighting to keep Spain
frec was pald yosterday by delogatos
to the 10th National Convention of
the Comminist Party, who placed a
wreath at the Eternal Light in Madi-
son Square Park." (Daily Worker, May
31, 1938.)

The treachorous Stalinists are now
dofending the capitalist Constitution
and are musking tho RooscV¥elt regime,
which 1is bdut a tool of the powerful
banks and monopolies, with the hypo c-
ritical cloak of "democracy." They are
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falsely portraying the American petty-

bourgeoisie, always an impotent follaw

er of finance capital, as "democratich

forces that will "stop" the ‘Morgans

and Henry Fords from lmposing a Fascist-
military strait-jacket upon the Americ-
an working.class. The Stalinist buro-
crats are paving the way for Fascismin
America,as they paved the way for Fasc-
ism in Germany, Austria, Spain and are

doing in France. The basic lesson for

the entire post-Leninist epoch, t h e

epoch of Stalinism, is that if Stalin-

ism is permitted to continue misleadirg

the proletarian vanguard, Fascism i n

America is a certainty.

THE ' INDIRECT OPPORTUNIST ASSISTANTS OF
STALINISM AND THE BOURGEOISIE

ft goes without saying that Soc-
lal democracy, doing 1its share of
counter-revolutionary work, helps Sta~
linism and capitalism. But it is tho
tendenciss that c¢laim to be Leninist
that are of greatest assistance to
Stalinism.

To a considorable degrec Stalin's
eminent success in reaching his goal
of concentrating tremondous power in
his hands and of d¢stroying one revole
_ution after another 4s due to the ob-
jective assistance of Trotsky, Loves-
tone uand many other former lcgders of
the Comintern. Their opportunist ‘ang-
ling for unity with Stalin; their long
and persistent spreading of  false
hopes among the workers whom Stalin
was grooming for Fascist butcheries;
designation of Stalinist betrayals as
"mistukes" — all this has worked into
Stalin's hands and into the hands of
world imperialism,

-The Trotskyist and the Lovestbno-
-ites avoid the policy of opening’ up a
Leninist offensive against Stalinism
with a view to rooting out this dread-
ful. force of betrayal from the midst
of the workingclass. Genuine exposurse
of Stalinism on the part of Trotsikyar
Lovestone, revelatien of the damning
facts attendant upon its riso would
-entail a startling self-exposurec. The
curtains of the authontic history of
Stalinism must never be parted. Unable

to turn sharply upon Stalinism,the re-
moval of which 1s the central issue
within the proletariat, both the Love-
stonoites and the Trotskyites, to go
on living politically, divert tho eyes
of thoir followers to the "masses,"
moanwhilo preaching revolution in gen-
oral. Both, on certain questions,
drag at the talls of Stalinism, Social
Democracy and the trade union agoents
of "the capitalist ¢lass.

Everyoné familiar with Lenin's
principles knows that support in any

form to a ¢apitalist government, even

the most democratic capitalist govern-

xmont, is a betrayal of the proletariate
Tho Lovestoneites know that. Noverthe-

less, in sharp contrast with Leninism,

they quitté openly aid American imperi-

alism by urging the workers to support

somo "features™ of the Roosevelt prog-

ram:

"Labor should support the 'spen-
ding' features of the Roosevelt pro-
gram without ignoring thee fac ¢
that this program is neither ade-
quato nor, by any strétch of t h e
imegination, a program of recovery.
(Workers Age, editoridl Mdy 14,1938.)

This quite obviously is an advoc—
acy of class collaboration, promotion
of a policy of attaching the workers to
‘the bourgeoisie and not of revolution-
ary class struggle against the capital-
igts. Curiously enough, previous to
the Stalin¥st ultra-Rightist turn, the
Lovestoneites, trailing their savage
parent, rejected in toto Roosevelt's
New Deal with all its "features."

Lovestoneism rivets the workers to
capitalism not with a thousand chains,
only with a half dozen or so. It uses
the medium of somo roformist union, scme
lobor agents of the bourgeoisie within
the workers camp. The Lovestoneites
spread the fraudulent illusion that the
opportunist A.F.of L., C.I.0. and other
pro-capitalist trade unions, united in
& "Grand Council of Labor" (Lovestone's
proposal), would "weld the forces o f
the organized workers for common strug-
gle against employing-class roaction"
(Workers Age, April 30, 1938, p.8). 1In
supporting the agencies of the Amoric-
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an bourgedvisie within the workingclass
and the Roosevelt palliatives which
are designed to ocure and perpetuate
wage slavery, the Lovestones, object-
ively, help finunce capital to prepare
the change of rulo from "domocracy™ to
Fagclsms

But tho most {mportant way in
vhich the Lovestoneites and tho Trot-
skyitos scrve the Intercsts of reac-
tion is through their covering up of

the role of the Stalinist scourge
within the workingclass. They act as
lightning rods for ©Stalinism. Bo th

the Trotskyiteos and the Lovestoneites
hypocritically pretend to fight Stal-
inism. There is & mutual amnesty bet-
ween Trotsky and Lovestone, tacitly
agreed upon, covering the early period
of Stalinization of the Soviet Union
and the Comintorn, when Trotsky and
Lovestono acted as stirrup-holders
of Stalin. Trotsky's resontment ag-
ainst the Lovestoneites starts at a
later date, after his expulsion from
the Soviet Union. As to Lovestone,
his attacks against Trotsky were, up
to the Bukharin trial, in 1line with
Stalin's. Lovestone not only never
criticised but actually hushod up the
real, not the imaginary, post-Loninist
opportunism of Trotsky: Trotsky's ref-
usal to fight for the removal of Stal-
in, Trotsky's brazen disavowal of Len-
in's testament, his capitulatory aban-
donment of the post of power, his
shamoful political holiday of 1924-26,
- all Trotsky's wretched policies
that worked for Stalin and Social dem
ocracy, facilitating the Fascist ens-
lavement of one section of the inter-
national workingcless after anothor.
Lovestono never fought Trotsky along
Loninist lines because he himself is
guilty of much the same pro-Stalinist
opportunism.

Caught in the net of their own
making, the Trotskyite and the Loves-
toneite leaders 4o their utmost to cir-
cumvent the question of clarity regar-
ding the origir and the development of
Stalinisme W h a t is Stalinism, when
did it arise, h o w doos it operate to
stop the revolution? ©Not one of them
will designate tho years 1921-1922 a s
the dete whon the corner-stone of the

aystem of burocratic centralism of the
first workers' State wes laid. Neither
Trotsky nor Lovestone have ever gtat-
od definitoly at what point of pos t-
October history Stalin broke with Marx-
ism. The Trotskyites for years spoks of
three currents of Camuniem, Stalin be-
ing tho “centor," and evon today sp eak
of the M™Staliniet brand of Commnism®
(Socialist Appeal,May 7,1938), Th e
Lovestoneites as a rulo call Staliniem
"Official Communism." The Lovestonekes
mix Bolshevism with Stalinism when they
write "Official communism has abandoned
its original revolutionary character®
(Workers Age, April 30,1938). So that
the workers should get one of tho two
confusing notionst either that Lenin's
Bolshevism became "opportunist® or the
present “official Communism"™ that is
Stalinigm, was at one time revolutione-
arye.

It is not always easy to dotormine
which of the two, the Lovestoneites or
tho Trotskyltes, aroc doing more damage
to the workingclass at certain moments
of history. The Trotskyites! method of
disarming the -orkers ideologically
differs of course from that of the
Lovestonoitos in various respects.

The Trotskyites tie the workers
to the "progressive" opportunists like
Homer Martin. In many ways thoy hide
the truth and distort reality, For ine-
stance. One can hardly fail to note
that tho American proletariat,confused
and domoralizef has seldom shown as
little militancy as on this last Mgy
Day. The workers do not yet realize
that class collaboration is & noose a~
round their necks,that Pooplel's Front-
ism 1s the ultra-Rightist trap laid
down by Stalin's Seventh Congress.
Certainly if anything is sorely lack-
ing within the American workingcl a ss
it is clarity. But the Trotskyites
declare unblushinglyt

"IN o v @ r before! said Maurice
Spoctor, co-editor of the Now Inter-
national and main speaker of the
ovening, 'has the American working-
class beon more militant, more ag-
grossively on the march. Never befe

ore have the appalling results of
class-collaboration, or Pe oplels



Frontism been more clear to ths mas-
- 8es.'"(Socialist Appeal,May 7,1938.)

The words above are nothing but
lies and fakery. Such chloroform works
for Staliniem and for opportunism in
general because it strengthens the dec-~
eption that the workers ara w2ll armed
ideologically to face the terrible dan-
ger confronting them.

X ® *x * *

Therc are a few more opportunist
tendencies which profess to embrace
Leninism but avoid a determined strug-
gle against Stalinism. Most of these
tendenicisg — one headed by Hugo Oehler,
tho other by Tom Stamm, the third by B.
Je. Field — are Left Trotskyists,white-
washing Trotsky's pre-French Turn op-
portunism as "mistakes."™ They naively
believe that a new Leninist party can
be built by avoiding a head-on collisi-
on with Stalinism, Trotskyism, Lovos-
toneism. Thoy are in search of a "dir-
ect” road to the masses, not realizirg
that all the roads are closely guardad
by that monstrous, congciocugly countor-
revolutionary power whose seat is in
the Kremlin Palace. They have not yet
perceived that Stalinism is not some
sort of opportunist force of <the o0ld
days, 1like Anarchism or Soclal Democ-
racy which usually practice "live and
let live.®™ They 4o not read in the
tragic story of the P.0.U.M. a terrible
lesson. Impervious, they refuse to ro-
cognize that history with iron realism
urges a mighty, well-organized exposure
of Stalinism, its amputation from the
proletariat, on perfl of a raging dis-
aster and assassination either by Stal-
inism or Fascism. The failure to grasp
this persistent truth makes them the
uneonscious protectors of Stalirnism and
objective sabotagers of a strugzle ag-
ainst it. Nor have they an understand-
ing of what Stalinism is, imagining it
to be either Centrism or reformism — &
Trotskyist or semi-Trofskyist defini-
tion. They do not see the burocratic
centralization process in the Sovie t
Union, tho stoady rise of the pyramid
which sustains Stalin, the consistent
zigzag mothod Stalin and his gang are
employing within the world proletariat
to crack every revoluticngry situation

transforming it into a counter-revolu~
tionary one. Thoy refuse 0 awaken to
the fact that while they are "partici-
pating directly in the class struggle"
Stalin is advancing at a terrific pace
into the masscs. They forget the ent-
ire history of the revolutionary move-
ment, that Marx, Engels, Lenin never
indulged in empty and harmful dreams
of creating a mnew vanguard dut with
all their might struggled to wrest the
historically developed vanguard from
the clutches of the opportunists (Len-
in from the Mensheviks and S.R.'_s).The
Left-Trotskyists, in their poli tical
myopia, fail to observe tho reason for
the magic power of Stalinism.

Stalinism 31s the mightiest re-
actionary force within the intorration-
al prolstariat, and consequently with-
in the Amorican working class. It is
far moro influential than all the otk
or opportunist currents, ocoupying a
position far stronger than Social de-
mocracy ever occupied at any stage in
its long carser.

This 4is duc not only to Stalin's
ingenuity in manipulating his rpower,
and not so much to the virtually lim-
{tless resources provided by the toil
of the Russian masses, enabling Stal-
inism to make use of .the radio, theat-
res, hire prostituted speakers, Journ.
alists and artists of superd skill,
stage elaborate parades and entertain-~
ments. It 4s due to the fact that
Stalinism in the cyes of the Loftward-
going uninformed workers symbolizes
the movement that struck off the
shackles of Tzarism and cupitalism in
Russia. It surpassss anything that
has been heretofore conceived and ach~
jeved in the distortion of Marxism.
Essontially it derives its immcasur-
able authority and colossal power of
gaining the confidence of great num-
bers of workers from the extremoly
significant fact that it is in control
of the first prolctarian Stato. It
constantly poses as Leninlsm an d
proudly points to the only successful
overthrow of the bourgeoisie for which
it claims credit. It has at its comm-
and the martial glory of the Red Army
— tho first army of proletarian revo-
lution, now with very little Bed left
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in it, thoroughly distorted in purrose
and structure. Since the genesis of
Stalinism is shrouded in obdbscurity and
its essence—burocratic centralization
of the first workers! State -— and the
methods it pursues to maintain itself
in ascendancy (frame-ups, bewildering
mixture of falsehoods and truths, ult-
ra~-Left and vltra-Right snares for the
international proletariat) ar e not
generally understood and have not been
widely exposed, the agents of Stalin
with relative ease are succeeding in
trapping thousands of American workers
— the stratum that is pushed to the
Left under the prossurs of the crisise.

It is not at all a matter of rum—
bers. Werc the Stalinist organization
small in relation to that of the Soe-
ial democrats, or of the Trotskyites,
Lovestoneites, etc., it .would still Ye
the chief enemy within the proletariate.
Stalinism is  capable of mushroom
growth, particularly during the matur-
ing of the rovolutionary situation.
The bost exumple is Spain. There the
Stalinist party had only 900 members
when the revolution began. It balloon-
ed 1into a huge force, and the other
opportunist organizations either lined
up in support of +ths Stalinist poli-
cies or were crushed by Stalinism.

The number of victims in the Stal-
inist trap in America has grown from
scven thousand to about seventy thous~
and inside of a dccade. Bubbling with
lusty energy, Stalinism goes on trap-
ping guileless victims, ever broaden-
ing the range of its activities. If
no substantial force arises in time to
stop and weed out Stalinism then, as
the political atmospherec becomes hesat-
ed in America, the Stalinist "party"
will reach a half million mark and
over. It muy be too late then.

When the Fascists and the "democ-
ratic" bourgeoisie depict the counter-
revolutionary Stalinists as Reds and
Bolsheviks, that only plays into the
hands of Stalin and the bourgeoisie
itself. The heavy veneer of Red de~
ceives the workers into believing that
Stalinism is Bolshevism and holds them
back from seeking the true Bolsheviks,
The bourgeois writers, however, do not

limit Red paint to Stalinists alome.
They quite generously apply the brush
to the Trotskyites as well. "The
Trotskyites and the Stalinites are en-
gaged in a needless quarrel over the
most effective methods to bring about
the world revolution"(Anne O'Hare Mc-
Cormick, New York Times, May 21, 1938).

Tho sincere revolutionists who
burn with the desire to arrest the ad-
vance of rcaction, who seek to turn
the tide toward revolution, must real-
ize that the first task is to wrest
the most advanced elements from the
clutches of opportunism. When t h e
Third International was alrocady laun-
ched and the Second International was
in a state of disintegration, L e nin
wrote:

"The proletarian vanguard has

been idoologically won over. Thig
is the most important thing. Withe

out this, we cannot take cven the
first gtep towards victory..... The
first historical task (viz., that
of winning over the class conscious
vanguard of the proletariat to the
side of the Soviet power and the
dictatorship of the working class)
could not be accomplished without a
corplete ideological and political
victory over opportunism and social-

- chauvinism...(Lenin, Left Wing Comm-
unism.)

And only when this first task is
accomplished can the revolutionists
seriously entertain the second problem,
that of recaching the wide, DbYackward
massos Of workers and farmers to mar-~
shal them for tho revolutionary strug-
gle against their exploiters.

Some workers having thems elves
broken with Stalinism, Trotskyism or
other pseudo-lMarxism, upon looking ar-
ound, in face of the magnitude of the
tasks, are apt to become discouraged.
Apathy and discouragement must be
fought mercilessly for they are en-
oemies of tho proletariat and serve the
interosts of reaction. The task of
awakening the vanguard to independent
thinking must be pursued with relent-
less vigor. War of oxposurc against
opportunism in general and Stalinism



- 14 -

in particular is immensely difficult -
far more difficult than the utopian
ghort cuts tc the "masses" proposed by
groups such as the Revolutiorary Work-
ers League. For a tiny hendful of re-
volutionists to act as ir they Le a
party and to pursuc an illusory policy
of "dircect participation in the class®
struggle" in the face of huge opportu-
nist obstacles which offectively block
evory avenud t0 tho masses is in roal-
ity to shun the road to the masses and
to the revolution.

The gencrul ery Stalinism has now

raised is "To the massos!" The line
of tke truc Lenirists must be "Win the
venguard from the opportunistsl" so

that Stalinism may be preventod from
roaching thc massos! The rovoluticne
- ists wio adopt thc policy of life-and-
death struggic for the vanguard in or-
der actually to open thc path to tho
nasses rcalizo that thero is no guar-
cntee of an oarly victory. Ons should
not be unrcasonably optimistic, but if
victory is possible at all in this por-
iocd of world history, this is the only
road. And even if the struggle will
be a long one, and worse, oven if

* ¥ X

Stalinism with the
opportunist forces will, after all,
succeed in dragging also the American
masses into the hell of Fascism, these
revolutionists wiYl place themselves
on record as having had the courage
and sincerity %o challengc thc most
formmidable opportunist malady that ove-
or ravagod the intcrnational prolet-
ariat.

aid of the other

Once again — Is there a danger
of Fascism in Amorica? Without the
slightest doubt therc is. Can Amoerica
escapc the fato of Gormany? Only if
the vanguard of thc proletariat is do-
livered from the doath-grip of Stalin-
ism, Trotskyism, Lovostoneism and oth-
or, lcss powerful snarcse. Divided or-
ganizationally and politically t h e
various opportunists are fairly united
in purpose. Over the dead bodies of
all psoudo-Marxist tendenciocs, an d

above all, over the dead body of the
Stalinist machinoe of counter-revolu-

tion can the American prolotariat,
lcading the exploited farmers, the
Nogroes and other oppressed, advance

towards its historical goal.

* k  *x
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OPPORTUNISM

AXND

THE LEAGUZER

HEN THE IMPERIALIST ROBBERS g o t
y % done with their first world but-
chery they organized a body, naming it
"The League of Nations." To lead the
bleeding and starving masses into bel-
ieving that hereafter the c apitalist
powers would no longer resort to arms
but would have the League of Nations
adjust their differences, the new imp-
erialist institution was enthusiastic-
ally depictod by the cunning bourgsois
writers as a shrine of pocace and a
tomple of international justice. Facts
have laid bare this anfi-workingclass
fraud. In reality the Leaguo of Nat-
ions is & heavy screcn decorated with
paintod white doves, concealirig + h e
predatory impgrdalists who brutally
and shamelessly haggle over colories
and other Dooty. Espocially doos the
Leagus of Nations serve the bourgeoi-
sie as an instrument against Commmism
and for the suppression of thc colon-
ial slaves.

The record of the League of Nat-
ions, %o dato, 1is black and bioody.
Among its first acts of counter-revol-~
ution was the savage destruction of
the Hungarian Soviot Republic. The
inhuman blockade of the tormented Rus-
sian Soviet Republic during the eoxcru-
clating period of imperialist interve
ention and civil war was dirccted by
tho Leaguc of Nations. It was this
foul assombly of oapitalist brigands
that in 1920 orgunized the Polish army
for the troacherous leap u p o n the
throat of the Sovict Republic and dis-
patched Fronch troops to aid the Pol-
ish luandlords -und cuapitelists in the
battle of Warsaw., Tho wh 01l o sale
slaughter of thousands of wretched Jews
in Poland wnd Ukraine, uscd as a moans
to divert tho workers and peasants from
Bolshovism, was carried out with the
oonnivance of the League of Nations.
Under the sign of this instrument of

OF NATIONS

"peace" and "justico" the Fronch impe-
rialists overpowerad and ensglavcd the
Moroccans, with uncommon ferocity sup-
pressed tiie Syrian movemont for indep-~
cridorce and waded in the blood of the
natives of Inco-China. While the chat-
terirg diplomats at Geneva hcld out
falsc hope of peaco and justice, the
British and American naval guns poured
fire and death upon Nunking, nurdering
ovar 10,000 peaceful and unarmed peOp-
le; imperialist Jap:m invaded Manchur-
ia and othor parts of China; Mussolini
raped Ethiopia; Hitler soizod Austria,
and is making ready for Czechslovakia.

I». the international talk-shop at
Geneva the sinister business of frant-
ic preparations for a new imperialist
redivision of the world is skrowdly
thrown into the shade by me ns of flo-
wery or .tory about disarmamont; an d
tho impending bloody nigntmare of uni-
versal destruction and deati: is hypoc-
ritically veiled with cunning phrases
about "humanizing warfarec."

In the course of the accurmulation
of the mass of illuwinating evidence
which tells conclusively of the arch-
reactionary nature of the League of
Nations, there has been presented a
unique opportunity of revolutionists
to oxpose the workings of this body.
Evon before it fully unfolded its per-
fidious activity, Lenin, with his cus-
tomary keonness and all the fervor of
a revolutionist organically h a ting
every shrewd device for deadening the
workors' consciousness, tore the cloak
of moral rectitude from this council
of plunder. With his usual dircectness
of manner Lenin namod it "The Thieves!
Kitchen at Geneva," and a "“pack © f
wild beasts," to indicate the essence
of this imperialist machine. Lenin
and the leaders of the early Comintorn
made an important contribution in the

- 15 =
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interest of the proletariat through
their work of ¢learing the Social dem-
ocratic and bourgeois clutter and con-
fusion and 1lies regurding the League
of Nations. They warned the workers
against placing a modicum of faith and
confidence in this new Holy A1 liance
of the imperialists:

"Uhder the name of !'League of
Nations! the joy of social-patriots
and social-opportunists, the great
Powers, oespeclally France, simply
intend to redivide the world, acc~
ording tc their greed and insati-
able appetite. The League of Nat~
ions is a new Holy Alliance of cap-~
italists against proletarians and
revolution. And the newly formed
Communist International was per-
fectly right in pointing out the
dangerousness of this weapon in the
hands of the social-traitors, who
strive to split the proletarian
forces and help tho imperialistic
counter-revolutionaries." (The Come
munist International, No. 1, p.71.)

For some years the Stalinized Co-
mintern did not venture to distort the
Leninist concept of the Leaguc of Nat-
ions. In December 1925, in his repert
to the Fourtsenth Congress of the al-
ready burocratized Communist Part y,
Stalin said:

YT he 1leaders of the Sec ond
International do their wutmost to
persuade the workers that Locarno
is an instrument of peace, that the
League of Nations is a shrine of
peace...." (Leninism, p. 365.)

"Thatis why we do not want
to join the League of Nations. For
the League of Nations is an organ-
ization designed to mask prepara~
tions for war." (Ibidc’ P 3810)

And about two years afterward,in “Que~
stions and Answers" (Inprecorr, Vol.?,
#66, November 24,1927, p. 381) Stalin
still spoke the Loninist language whbn:
he declared:

"The Soviet Union is not prepare
ed to become a part of that couraflage
for imperialist machinations repre-

sented by the lLeague of Nations. The
Leaguo 13- thenfendesveuns of ths. impe
eriallst leaders who sottle their
business thore behind the scenes.
The subject about which the League
speaks o0fficially, are nothing but
empty phrases intended to deceive
the workers."

Within the confines of the ultra-
Right and ultra-Left zigzags of the
Stalinist line,

the correct view
of the Lesague of Nations was presonted
to the workors in unaltered form. Thus
in the days of the ultra-Right zigzag:

"The fight against the dangor of
imperialist wars between capitalist
states and dimperialist wars against
tho U.S.S.Re must be conducted sys-
tematically from day to day. It will
be impossible to conduct this fight
without exposing pacifism, which un-
der presont conditions, is an impor-
tant instrument in the hamds of the
imperialists for their preparatiqns
for war and for concedling these
preparations. It will bo impossible
to carry on this struggle without
exposing the 'League of Nations!
which is the principal instrument of
imperialist paciffsm." (Thesis on
the International Situation, adopted
at the Sixth Congress of the Commun-
ist Intornational, 1928.)

And during the wildest phase of
the "Third Period":

"There ia today no greater danger
than to proceed from the mistaken
assumptions that the widest masses
already know that the League 0f Nat-
ions consists of outspoken represen-
tatives of the imperialist warmong-
ers, that the Leagus of Nations is
an imperialigt swindle, that pacifi-
sm is a deception, that the II Int—
ernational is an organ of t h e
bourgeoisie for the proparation. of
war. These ¢truths must first b e
proven before the masses on the
grounds of the facts and the cont-
rast between words and deeds." (The
Communist Internaticnal, No. 4-5,
March 1932, pp. 135-136.)



-17 -

The open thrust against Leninism.

on the evaluation of the League of
Nations occurred at the early stzgse of
the present ultra-Right zigvag, appro-
xinately at the time Stalin was nego-
tiating an alliance with Frerch impor-
failism. And by 1936, af%er he had
mass the Soviet Unioa & merher of the
Holy Alliance of counter-rovclrtion,he
bruzerly epuke the largucge ¢f the s0-
cial petriots and of other agsents of
imperiaiisms:

"I bolieve that the position of
the friends of peace is steongthon-
ing. The frionds cf peacs ars able
to work in tiae open. They Tese
themsolves vpon the foree »i public
Opinicne They nare &t taediyr digno-
ance, iho Loagie of Netions.  This
is to tho advantags of the friends
of peaco." ("Staiia-Howard Intor-
view," Daily Worker, March 6, 1936.
Our emphasis - L.L.)

This mendacious statcment w a s
made by the burovzratic wusurnor at tre
very moment when Fazceiss lialy, o wem-
ber of the League of Narnioas, was dri-
ving its stillstio into the throat of
the prostrate Ethiopia, anothor membor
of th3 League.

Stalin’s nistorical collaboration
with the world vwourgeadisise in carrving
out their mmtaal teask of 3tifling the
revolvtionasy forces within capisalism
has becn Broaght to an official hand-
shaka at Geneva., Here “he bourzooisi-
fied VLolehovik® Tidviner jecired with
the siliz-hztted rogars “n cmtemprible
performences. With alacrity the cor-
rurt rencgals hos baen rendering ines-
timable services to the cause of re-
actions

"Maxim Litvinoff, Soviet Foreign
Commissar, performed two distasie-
ful tasks today as President of the
Council of the Toagie. In tho mor-
ning Lie anncurced odoption of the
Ketuzse Sormiseinals report wurging
aid for White Russiang, cneries of
the Comnmists, In the aflernoom
ho delivered a eoulogy of the liate
Marshal Josof Pilsudski, of Poliand,
who repulsed the Bolshoviks in 1920
and was hated by the Russians."

The world bourgeoisie of course
never lacked for glib-tongued agents
to throw dust into the eyos of the
toiling masses. But how much more con-
vineing dcception and duplicity become
when in  praciicing them the bourgcoi-
sie socurocs so priceless an ally as
tho Soviet burocracy which puts forth
upon tho diplomatic arena of Europe an
int:slloctuel pervert of first water,
the crafty "Comrade" Maxim Litvinov}
This, of course, made the task of ex-
pesing the League of Nations more dif-
fisulte.

Moreover, this capitalist-Stalin-
ist institution draws strength from
yet anothor direction. Victims of in-
ternational rcaction - China, Ethiopia,
the Jows - through their appeals to
the "pack of wild beasts" and Stalin's
man Friday at CGenova, only strengthen
the docop*ion that this body is exor-
cising moral Jurisdiction ovor the
quosiions of right and wrong. The
League ot HNations has an actto scnse
of imperinlist intorests. Stalinist
represcntatives in the Loaguc promote
the jntsrests of Stalin end of his
burveravie pyramid in the Soviet Union.
Tt iz guite an explainable phenomenon
that the despairing victims of the ime
perialists are unaware that in reality
they ave appcaling to their despoilers
and beiroyers and are only strengthen-
ing their encmies,. But it is really
tragic, and to mony people quitc inex-
plicable, that Trotsky turns towards
Geneva for “justice."

For many years Trotsky's attitude
towards the League of Nations never
differed from Lenin's. As late as 1934
the Trotskyites voiced the noed of
shat{oring the moral authority of this
hypocrisy-soaked institution. "Sudden-
ly" Trotsky's attitude has made an am~
azing departure from the past. After
vainly appealing to Stalin to roview
the frame-ups and introduce Soviet do-
mocracy (Trotsky's cable to the "Cent-
ral Committieo' of the "Communist Party®
of the Soviet Union, June 1937). Trot-
ky has now chimed in with the broken—
down likorals aud petty-bourgzois
idealists =ho address thelr molancholy
supplications to the bandits at Gone-
va, keeping groen poisonous delusions
and misconcoptions. Trotsky has ap-
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pealed to the imporialist-Stalinis t
"Thieves! Kitchen" that it bring Stal-
in to justicel Pathetic and sickening
indeed. '

That Halle Selassie, with the fi-
nal gesture of despair, pleaded for
his lost cause before the Council of
the League, one can understand. A
petty oppressor himgelf, he had no
place to go for "justice," certainly
not to the prolctariat. The hypocrites,
euphemistically styled representatives
of nations, listened to his speech,but
nearly half of the govornments members
of the League had already accorded re-
cognition to Mussolini's conquast. But
Trotsky appealing to Stalin's friends,
asking that Litvinov arrange to hail
Stalir before the +tribunal of t h e
League of Nations « this is not abe
surd, not childish, no — this is tra-
gic and pitiful.

Why does Trotsky lean upon liber-
als like Dewey, Suzanne LaFollette and
others who publicly express their hos-
tility to Bolshevism, that 1s, to the
proletariat? Why does he appeal now
to Stalin's "Central Committee," now
to the Leaguc of Nations,now to worl d
"public®" opinion? Why not to the wor-
king class? Because fundamentally
Trotsky broke with the working class
in 1922 when he rejected Loninl's pol-
icy of fighting for +the removal of
Staline Because after Lenin's death
he pursued a definite policy of adap-
tation to Stalin's burocratic regi me
(Refusal to support Lenin on Georgi.an
question in 1922, silence during the
campaign against "Trotskyism" in 1923
and 1924, his political holiday 1924-
1926—pee IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM #3).
Bocause Trotsky deceived the interna~
tional proletariat when he stated that
"all talk with regard to Lenin's will
is a despicable lie." Because Trotsky,
up t0 his exile from the Soviet Union,
one of tho bes informed peopls as to
what was taking place behind the offi-
cial scenes of the Party and tho Com~

intern, doliberately and criminally
concealed from the workers the dread-
ful fact that the power in the first

proletarian State was burocratically
usurped by a clique headed by Stalin.
Because against the interests of the
international workingclass he defended

the Usurper Stalin from exposure. Be-
causo year in and year out Trotsky
spread deadly nonsonso of the possibi-
lity of Stalin roturning to Leninism,
Be-
cause through this policy of “correct-
ing" Stalin Trotsky helpod to attach
the uninformed and deluded Commurdst
workers t0 Stalinigm and in that mann er
assisted the ©Stalinists in botraying
tho German, Austrian and Spanish work-
ers (see IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVIM Nos.
3 and 5). Bocause 4in 1934 Trotsky
widened tho breach between himgelf and
the revolutionary proletariat through
the abandonment of the Leninist posi-
tion on Social Democracy. In concrete
policy Trotsky turns more and more to-
wards the enemies of the workors, the
liberals, and not to the proletariat,
becauso Trotsky bears a large share of
responsibility for the agony of the
Russian and world working class.
Through his opportunist policy of
"peace and recenciliation" with Stal-
inist renegadism (sec his 1letter to
Mfuralov on the Eastman exposurs),Trot-
sky, in a historical sense, assisted
the Stalinist clique to cut his own
throat end the throat .of the world
proletariate If in 1917 Trotsky could
with relativo ecase break with  his
wrong position on defoatism and Left
Centrism, ho cannot in 19328 so lightly
dispose of the huge mass of oOpporitun~
ist baggoge he has been accuwmlating
since 1922, To fight Stalin in a REAL
way Trotsky would have to tell the
entire story of the rise of Stalinism.
An admission would have to te made of
his own anti-Leninist part in the tra-
gedy of the degeneration of tho post-
Leninist leadership of the Soviet Un-
ion and the Comintern. It would be
unavoidable for him to admit openly
and frankly that his policy of 'cor-
rocting" Stalin, instead of conflict-
ing,actually dove-tailed with Stalin's
aims. Trotsky would be impclled, once
he resolved to return to Loninism, to
renounce his opportunist evaluation of
Social Democracy. He would have to
terminate the spread of his confusion
and contradictions about Stalinism and
Social Democracy. In short, Trotsky
would havo to reject and repudiate his
political life of the entire 1922-1938
period! By now, however, it is fairly
clear that Trotsky will never  take
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this path — the only path to the Len-
inist position. In conseguence of his
inability and unwillingness t o dis-
solve his cruel contradiction,Trotsky,
although remarkably active, 1is hope=
lessly at sea as to how to defend hime
self against Stalin's terror. Every-
one of his moves, calculated as a blow
to Stalin, curiously enough produces
the very opposite effect. It sorves
Stalin and through Stalin internation-
al reaction.

Let us look at Trotsky's"realism"
a little more closely. Usurpor Stalin
is the omnipotent ruler of the Soviet
Union. EHe enjoys immense personal
power, at the same time he pursues the
sinister Dbusiness of preventing the
estavlishment of another workers State
In this respect his interosts an d
those of tho world bourgcoisie fuvlily
coincide. He needs the bourgeoisie,
but still more tho bourgeoisic noeds
him. No 1longer 4o thc imperialists
play an independent role in the matter
of holding back tho international pro-
letariat. More and more do they rely
upon Stalin. Doubtless they have by
now rocognized, perhaps a fow whisper-
ed words from the Stalinist diplomats
made it concrote, that Stalin, to ap-
pear before the masses as a Bolshevik,
had necd of a target. The target is
Trotsky. It is not difficult to sur-
mise on whose side +the imparialists,
who are callous $t0 the injustice and
horrors imperialism and Stalinism cre-
ate, range themselveose

Now as for Litvinov!s power to
bring Stalin to trial. Adored by the
voracious burocracy Stalin is in pos-
sossion of all the armed forces of the
State. Litvinov,on the other hand, is
an important flunkey crawling on his
servile belly before the terrible Sta-
lin., It is only a mattoer of his Mast-
er's word that this worm's life will
be snuffed out in the basement of the
Lubianka. We can concludo with good
reason that to Stalin,and to the heads
of the powerful international banks
and trusts, Litvinov's high-sounding
orations and the spirited debates in
the Council of the League are just so
much laughing gase And as to Litvine-
ov'ls proposal to the imporialists to

extradite terrorists, oOne must be in a
hazo not to realize that the aim is to
strengthen Stalin and promote on the
basis of new frame-ups a legal deliv-
ery of Stalin's political oppononts

~within the world proletariat into his

bloody claws.

This 1is clear to Leninists, not
to Trotsky. The matter is extremely
scrious especially becausc confusion
and apathy obtain within tho chaotic-
ally split-up proletariat. A strenuous
effort must be made to0 oxplain to the
workers the cunning machinations of
Litvinov and his imperialist collabor-
ators, for the workers thcmselves have
no ready ability to distinguish plain
dealing and truth from sham and intri-
guo. And precisely in thig hour of
the greatest obscurity of truth and
torrific pressure of bourgoois an d
Stalinigt lies wupon tho minds of the
workers, Trotsky adds a prop to the
tottering authority of the bourgeols~
Stalinist Loague of Nations. Ho seoeks
to ostablish truth and justice through
the juridical section of this houso of
organized villainy. We quoto a portion
of Trotsky's letter to tho League:

"Witi» the help of documents,
testimony of witnesses and irrefut.
able political considerations I
tako it upon myself to prove what
PUBLIC OPINION has been in no doubt
of for some time; that is, that the
hecad of this criminal band 1 s
Joseph Stalin, General Secretary of
the All-Union Communist Party of
the U,S.S5.R.

Inasmich as the People!s Commise
sar of Foroign Affairs of thoe
UeSeSeRe, Mr. Litvinov, has vory
oloquently insisted upon the necos-
sity for governments to gmutually
obligate thomasclves to extradite
terrorists, he, WE CAN HOPE, will
not refuse to employ his influonce
to place the above-mentioned Joseph
Stalin, as head of the internation-
al terrorist band, at the disposal
of the tribunal under the League of
Nations,

For my part, I am ready to place
all my onorgy, information, docum-
onts and poersonal connections at
the disposal of the tribunal in or-
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der that the TRUTE MAY BE FULLY
DISCLOSED." (Stalin's Trial 4As a
Terrorist Demanded of League by
frotsky," Socialist Appeal, April
23, 1938. Our enphasis.)

Trotsky's opportunist hangers-on,
the Cannons, Saachtmans and Spectors ,
obligingly print his disgraceful piecs
of opportunism without a word of crit-
icism or comment. They only iutroduce
&_slight digtortion of the tone of Trot-
sky's plea to the "Thieves! Kitchen."
By means of a subtle little trick they
try to make it appear that there is an
element of "Strugglo" in . Trotsiy's
shameful document. Above his massage
to the League they tacked a headline
saying that Trotsky "domanded™ Stalin's
trial. In reading the letter, however,
one mects with Lrousky's bumblo "I hed
the honcr of appealing to you," "I
had the hornor of %bringing to the.ai-
tention of your section," "I have the
right to plesad for an examination of
ny casc....." etc.

This self-reveuling dooumont al-
lows no two interpretations. It test-
ifies to the gigantic momentum or the
tragic bankruptcy of the formor leader
of the Red Army and an outstanding
figure in the Octobver Revolution.

Tho GShachtmans and Cannons cove
er up Trotsky's inflexible progrossion
- down the ruts of opportunism bocause

he is their cstablished trade mark. Ry
helping OGtalin and thae tourgcoisic to

cloth the League of Naticns with wuth-
ority whica gives it power to comm and
universal attontion, Trotsky's opport-

unist hangors-on are aiding these who
strive to bring stark blindness to the
minds of the toiling masses. But those
who remairn true to Bolsheviem will 1
Joct the shabby, tactful “Bolshevism“
of Trotsky. TReviving the Red spirit
of October, of the revoluticnary per-
1od of the Third Intornational, t rue
Bolsheviks will work with all their
might to dispel the naugcous gascs X
uded by ° opportunism. They will tell
the workers that never -can thoy expoct
that "the truth may b fully disclosed"
at the tribunal of the League of Nat-
ions. Some day truth will be discloscd
in full — and not about Stalin alone
but also about Trotsky'!s contribution
to the building wup of the Stalinist
monster.,. It will be disclosod at the
revolutionary tribunal of the inter-
national proletariat - the only in-
stitution where real justice can and
will be established.

Revolutionary workers will emph-
atically condemn and fight against
Trotsky's silly and harmful nonsense
of urging Litvinov, through tho League
of Nations, "to emmloy his influonce
to place tho above mentioned Joseph
Stalin" on trial beforc Stalin's impe-
rialist friends. Only by waging an
unceasing, merciless struggle against
the bourgcois; the Stalinist an d
and tho Trotskyist upholders of t h e
“prostige" of the League of Nations,by
the oxposure of all opportunists, pac-
ifists and masters of thc technique of
deception will the true revolutionists
bring light to the minds of the work-
ers and prepare thom for the effective
struggle against their exploiters.

493 pp. Cloth '$1.50 - Paper $1.00

[:)c)-_ijﬂC)\i«\ KNOW

"HOW DID STALIN ACQUIRE DICTATORIAL POWER

LOVESTOKE'S CONTRIBUTION TC THE RISE OF STALIN
TRCTSKY'S OPPOLTUNIST ROLE SINCE THE DEATH OF LENIN
SOVIET UNION - TOWARD COMMUNISM OR BACK TO CAPITALISM

SOREAS Ty
STALDY, TRODSLY o8 REMIN

By George Marlen

f .0.B 7 St ;
Order ﬁSQ ork 8¥t$ Sta. D




ON THE

"\ UNITED PFRONT

AGAINST

SLOGAN
STALINTIGSM

N issue #4 of IN DEFENSE OF POL-
‘¥ SHEVISM, under the lheadirng "Way
#4 They Did Hot Reply", we published
a criticism of the Trotslyites and
Lovestoneites who made no reply to our
call for a United Front on a three
point minimum program for the purvese,
as the call stated,"to lift & thunder-
ous voice oi protest, a voice of expo-
sure of bloody Stalinist reaction %o
reveal the raal issucs bohind it's
ghastly crimes" and "....to awaken tae
masses to the destructive and reac-
tionary nature of Stalinist counter-
révolution.”

Since then a reply has been rece-
eived frox the Marxist Workers League
to the offect that they cennct join
such a united front because they rog-
ard it to be negative, i. e., directsd
against Stalinism, and not diroctod to
"the class." We publish below our ro-
ply to the Marxist Workers League. We
consider this exchange of communica~
tions with the Marxist Workers League
important because these comrades eoxhi-
bit political shortsightedness typical
of many other Left organizations. They

fear tc take the offensive against
Stalinism and so theorize away the
much needed struggle as unnecessary

and one that will take away their time
and energy from their activities in
the class struggle. On this key-note
all these M"anti-Stalinists Marxists"
unite against carrying out the central
task, the accomplishment of which will
turn tho tide in favor of the working-
class:

May 6, 1938
Warxist Workers League
New York City.

Dear Ccmrades:

Tho noed for a Unitod Front of
the groups standing 'for comnmunism' in
opposition to the Stalinists, will
grow more apparent and more urgent as

timo gops on.  Your reply to our call
for such a united front states that as
the character of this united front 1s
negative — 'against Stalinism! — it
thoreforo does not contain anything
positive for the class and you cannot,
for that rcason, support such a move-
mente.

Kevolutionists have in the past,
and will continue in the future ¢to
raise slogans Iin & negative manner,
i.e. tazainst--——-- ' which, yot, clear-
ly denote positive action., What is
involved here is.tho road to tho mass=—
gs. You comrades want to put forth a
positive preogram to the class. BUT THE
ROAD TO THE CLASS IS BLOCKED BY THE
STALINIST MONSTER,

Tho Marxist group will be ablo to
gain decisive influonce over tho work-
ingcless not in compesition with the
Stalinist machine, bdut by disviacing
it. There cannot be a parallel exist-
ence of the two, for any considerable
length of timoe.  Stalinism will not
allow any organization to reach the
stage of ecriously threatening its
hegomony within the workingclass with-
vut & vicious campaign of slander,
framo-up aond physical extermination
mothods -against its opponents.  Stal-
irism may clioose the time of the at-
tack before the revolutionary organiz-
ation will have gained enough influ-
once among the workers to rally them
to its defense.

Spain, among other lessons, shows
the vital necesssity for all groups
which claim to be the exponents of
Leninism — in opposition to the Stal-
inists — t0 preparec a Jjoint defcnse
for the inevitable attack, with a view
t0 woakening the poisonous influence
of Stalinism — parading as 'Commmism'
— within the workingclass. Had the
POUM, the Trotskyists and other ¥revol-
utionists! been half the disciples of
Lenin they (and thoir  defenders)
claimed, they would have followed such
a course of action and at lecast not
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been so tragically anihilated by Stal-
inism. After Spain there will be ter-
rific repercussions in the ranks of
the workers. The Stalinists wilil be
in a frenzy to keep from being exposed
as leading betrayers of the Spanish
workers. Thoy will open a campalgn of
slander and 'purges! against anyone
and overyone who will attempt to point
this out, or oven against those who
will criticize the Stalinist 'line.!
The United States having now become
one of their major strongholds, we can
look for a goodly share of the attack
in this country. Only if we warn the
workers oOf its coming and prepare far
it in advance - by attacking first —
will we be able to withstand it and
evon cripple the Stalinist machine of
counter-revolution.

In such an anti-Stalinist united
front there 41s nothing negative. It
carries wita it a most positive prog-
ram -~ for the defense of these polit-
ical groups against the Stalinist ass-
assins, and for the removal of the
deadly obstacle that holds tho bridge
that leads to the masses, i.e. the ad-
vanced workers. What could be more
positive in this day than to 1loosen
the Stalinist death grip fromt h e
throat of the workingclass? Therc are
those who will answer, !'Looscen the
death grip of tho capitalists.! 3But
we must nevor forget that, tho Chiang
Kai-shek chopped the heads of millions
of Chinese workers, it was not before
Stalinism bound thom hand and foot.
Tho Hitler imprisoned, tortured and
murdered, and crushed the German work-
ers, it was not before Stalinism para~
lyzed them. If Franco is riding rough-
shod over ©Spain, it 1is not Dbofore
Stalinism stabbed the Spanish workers
in the backe.

There is no need to ask 'How ab-
out social democracy and ths other be-
trayers?' That goos without saying.
We must continue %0 point out that in
this epoch, of all the agencles opera-
ting within the workingclass, Stalin-
ism has the dominant influence over
thc masses. Stalinism 1lays down the
policy of betrayal — now ult ra
left (Gormany),now ultra right (Spain,
China). Hero is a movement that exp-
loits tho sympathies of the masses for
the Soviet Union, t h at waves t h e

sickle and hammor, that spcaks in the
narca of Lenin, Lenin's party, Lonin's
International, etec., and has accumul-
ated to 1itself all the traditions of
October — tho traditions of tho first
successful overthrow of the cxploiting
class by the workers. (The great mass
of the advanced workers even do not
as yet lmow the difforence betwoen the
Octobor poriod and the later Staliniz-
ation of the Bolshevik party and the
Third International). It is all this
that gives Stalinism the power over
the massoes that no other opportunist
movement over had nor can hope to have.
It 1s against this powerful
agoncy of Dbetrayal that wc pronose a
united front. The movemcnt AGAINST
STALINISM must be the first and unav-
oidable stcp in the gencral movement
AGAINST CAPITALISM.
Fratornally yours,
LENINIST LEAGUE UsScAl"

» * * * *

Since the above was writton, an
interesting item appears in Love—
gtone!'s "Workers Agc." It beoars out
our contontion to the full both as to
the power and murderous intcntion of
Stalinism, and the hypocrisy of Love-
stono's "Anti-Stalinism."

In the "Workers Age" of May 14,
under the screaming hcading "THEY
THREATEN MURDERI" appears an extract
from the Stalinist Jewish daily, the
"Froiheit," of April 25th, and the
commentary of tho "Workers Age."  The
extract fromthe article by W. Lutsky,
Paris correspondent of the Freiheit,
is as follows:

"But Rappaport finds himself in
Bourgcois France, wherc Dbetrayers
to the proletariat arc not sent
for trial boforc the courtsSe....BUT
WHO KNOWS? THE POWER OF THE CHEKA
IS BEYOND IMAGINATION. PERHAPS
EVEN IN PARIS IT WILL PROVE CAP-
ABLE OF GIVING ITS ENEMIES A
SPECIAL 'DOSE'...(Emphasis,"Workors
Aged)

And the "Workers Age" comments:

"Thege sinister words carry
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their own explanati . Taey cre
a plain .and open thveat  thab
Yezhov!s Political police, wita

the bvlood or a =hole gensraticn
of Pussian 3Bolskhaviks on its
hanés, 1s now veady to reach out
to umrder Happapert in FParis! 4nd
wnom in Lorndon, Prague, iisxico Ciy
or llew York?

"By its own confessiocn, the
G.P. U has becoie an internatioral
rurcer-packine in the intereats of

Stalinist reacticn! Let the wor
inz-class nmovement take warnlnga“

Ve are not now, Zfor the moment,
concerned wit. the political misztate-
ments of suck vyphrases as "Iesilov's
political pclice," leaving ou: ihe
master's nams; or limiting the rmurder-
macaine to the G.P.U., leaving out

Stalin's "Parities," e%c. Suffice i ¢t
to say thatv the Lovestoneites know and
admiv tuie murder intentions of Stalin-
ism against anyone it considnrs danger-
ous to its continmed existerce. wJX
THEJ DOES LOVERTOUE R¥FURE 10 JOIV A
UNITED IDONT ACAINST FiJ3 ™ WTA;ION-
AL MURDER bACHIM:? Becaus

e their anti-
notaing Tout revelting

Stalinsm is oo
guots furinher from IN

hypucriuy. We

DEFESE OF BOLSAEVISM 4£4..."Tneir fol-
lowers will make the draresic discov-
ery thatv the policies of Trotsiy-Can-

non and of Lovesiona-Yiclfe, are domin—
ated not by thas interesis of the in-
ternatioral proletariat out by the re-
quireients of saferuarding thse "pres-

tige" of the leaders. These leaders
fear an honest, democratic discussion
because tacy dread to face tae truth."

The Lovestoneite just as the
Trotskyite leaders will trhercfore sab-
otage any real attempt to exposse Stal-
inisr, because therevy must become
rown tasir own past ian tae building

she Stalinist machine. The words
of H. Bail, a memdsr of the Lovestons
group, bear proof of this: "Our Work-

ers Age did not sufficiently reflect
the durning protest and disgust that
every one of us felt at the last Mos-
cow trial. Our group did not develop
a sufficiontly strong campaign against
the reactionary terror going on con—
stantly in the Soviet Unioneeeec.vo..”
(Worksrs Age, May 14, 1938.)

And though he shows plenty of er-
ror and confusion in the rest of his
arsicle, H. Bail has learnsd this fun-
damental truth; Tt 1is clear that no
workers rovolution anywhere i1s  pos-
sible until the Stalin C.I. is
dastroyedl"

The Trotskyists are ready enough
(taouvgh it is not wrong irn itself) to
"Unite Against Hague"  (Socialist Ap-
peal, May 14, 1938), but sabotage the
struggle against Stalin in spite of
the fact that Stalin, by wreaking hav-
oc witain the world proletariat, has
opened the door for Hitler, Franco and
the Eagues.

The Lovestoneites content them-

selves with hypocritically shouting
"let the working-class movemeni take
warninz!" but refuse to take active
steps i° against the murder-
machine of which they so oblgingly
warn.

The miniature "Marxists" think

they can ignore the problem by burying
their heads in the sands of the
"masses" (thoreby presentiny more eff-
ectively tkeir posteriors to the Stal-
inist Dboot).

We repeat what the revolutionary
workers rmst learn and will learn —
universal Fascism 1s a certainty if
the proletarian vanguard is not freed
from opportunism, from Stalinism in
particular! And NO PROLETARIAN REVCI~-
UTION IS POSSIBLE UNTIL QTALINISM I S
CRUSHED IN AT LEAST Oi'E COUNTRY!




WITHOUT A FIG
LEAF

EVOLUTIONISTS do not make a prac-
tice of taking their disputes
with opportunists into the courts
of the ruling class. The popular mis-
conception kept alive by the apologists
and servants of the capitalist class
tnat its judicial system is designed to
dispose justice t¢ both the capitalist
exploiters and their slaves, the wage
workers, would be strengthened if they
did. Knowleige of the truth is of
the higunest congequence to the workers.
It is the elementary duty of Marxists,
therefore, to tear the mask off the
"sacred" institution of the exploiters
and reveal that behind the "court of
Justice" stands the money bag which
exercises supervision over this arm of
the capitalist systems The only true
Jjudge historically endowed with juris—
diction over the conflict between op-
portunism and Marxism is the revolu-
tionary proletariat. Under certain
specific conditions, when it is very
difficult to reach the ear of the wor-
king class, the tourgeois court might
ve made wuse of, naturally, not as a
"court of justice"™ but as a forum to
present <vae¢ side of the prolstariat.
This course was pursued by revolution-
ists in capitalist Russia, in America
during the war and after, and in other
countries. At no time did the revolu-
tionists give rise to false notions
but saw to it that the revolutionary
class position was accurately reflect-
ed and maintained.

In this connection the leaders
of the Socialist Workers Party,styling
themselves Marxists, violate tae very
spirit of Marxism tarough poisoning
the workers!' minds with bourgeois
ideas. In a news-item in the Socialist
Appeal of May 14,1938, under thne head-
line "Max Eastman Sues the Daily Work-
er," one reads tiie following:

"Eastman told the press: Brow-
der 1s +tryirg to assassinate my
ckaracter only because he cannot
assassinate me. I want to discuss
these lies witn Earl Browder 1IN A
COURT OF JUSTICE where people are
tried tefore and not after they are
condemmed. " (Our emphasis. L.L.)

As for Browder, whose hands are
red with the blood of the Chinese, the
German, the Spanish and Russian revol--
utionary workers, mnot being able to
agssassinate FEastiman or gsomse other
scape goat or a Leninist opponent, we
do not share Eastman's optimism at all.
But tais is beside the point. Vhat we
are concerned with here is Eastman's
opportunist deception of the workers
regarding the nature of the capitalist
court. TEastman, like Trotsky (see IN
DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM #1), in his at—
tempt to defend himself against the
Stalinist frame-up, does not adop t
the revolutionary point of view to ex-
pose the Browders as the defonders of
capitalism. He himself leans w»c: the
bourgeoisie for support and cmea ont-
ly spreads, or rather strergthens, the
most harmful illusion regarding the
capitalist court. Those class-consci-
oug workers who, despite the terrific
pressure of opportunism and reaction,
have retained their revolutionary ide-

ology undimmed, Xnow what " justice"
the worksers and the oppressed Negro
get in Eastman's vaunted "“court of

justice." Revolutiorary worlors remn-
emoer the Haymarket martyrs and Sacco
and Vangetti, who Teceiveda "fair"
trial" in the "court of justice." Tom
Mooney ,Warren K. Billings, the Scotts—
boro boys and the 1less known labor
martyrs who have for years besn enjoy-
ing "justice." Were not all tlhese
frame-up victims of capitalism Ziled
into the "court of justice" befor: wnd
not after they were condermned?

But ths most nonstrous taing ab-
out the whole matter is the Mamazing"
fact that Eastman's reactionary, pro-
capitalist opium is printed in the
Socialist Appeal, a "Bolshevik-Lenin-
ist" publication, without a single
word of criticism or comment. The
Cannon~Shacatman-Spector cligue of
opportunists in their stcady degener-
ation are spreading among the workers

not only the regular Trotskyist con-
fusion and distortions but also out-
right bourgeois poison. Trisg time
they even failed to cover their oppor-
tunism: with a demagogic fig loaf.
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