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SOCIAL DEMOCRACY AND STALINISM

VER THE "DEMOCRATIC" ROAD paved
with base treachery and fatal
illusions, the toiling masses,
in one capitalist country after

anoﬁher, are marching down into the
dreary hell of TFascism. A bloody
nightmare- of sadistic brutality is
creeping over the globe, spelling

frightful tortures and physical exter-
mination for the vanguard section of
the international proletariat. .The
wide masses of toilers, blinded by the
blizzard of  nationalist idadlory,
clutched by hunger and terror, are do-
cilelybending their Dbacks under .the
waips of the hectoring Fascists,grind-
ing at the industrial machine of the
bourgeoisis,

The immediate  outlook  for the
toilers in Fascist countries seems al-
most hopeless; for the few remaining
sections of the world workingclass not
yet under the blood-bespattered hseel
of Fascism the outlook is blacke.

Vhere 1is the restraining hand of
the revolutionary class within the
capitalist society to halt the forward
sweep of the ghastly tide? What of
Marxism whish declared that the nrolet-
ariat would overtrrow the capitalists
and establish its rule to pilot auman-
ity upward toward a higher system of
socisty, toward freedom from exploit-

ation and tyranny? What of Marx's and
Engel's Commnist Manifesto which de~
clared that the victory of the prolet-
ariat is incvitatle?

Is grim reality disproving and
negating the theories and teachings of
the founders of scientific Socialism?
Are all the bouyant hopes anc century-

0ld hoavy 1labors for liberaticn from
wage slavery to end in futility,
bitter frustration and most horrible
thraldam?

If so, how to account, then, for

the great October Revolution which
swopt the Russian capitalists and
landlords out of power and terrified
the world bourgeoisiec out of their
wits? How to explain the fact that
the BRussian workers and peasants, al-
though greatly weakened by  the
slaughter of the imperialist war under
the Tzar, and despito hunger and al-
most complete collapse of Soviet in-
dustry, succeeded in wiping out the
frage fascist armies of +the Russian
capitalists and landlords, and, fight-
ing on fourtecn fronts, desfeated the
intervention of all imperialist powers?

Tho proletarian revolution i n
Russia was no miracle — miracles oc-
cur neither in nature unor in socicty.
Above all, the reason why a White
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Guard military dictatersrip was pre-
vented in Russia is that the xussian
toliers followed the pata which was
lighted by the torch of !larzis:z held
aloft by Lenin.

Wiaat is the reasorn that the
structure of international capitalism,
hecary with age and aistorically con-
demaed, stands, while the class which
hicstory charged with the task of raz-
iang this decaying structure and build-
ing 1in its stead a socialist edifice,
is gradually sinking into the yawning
atyss of Fascism?

Only short-sighted peorle, who
never heard of classes and the strug-
gle between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisic, will conclude that the
tragedy of te masses of Czechoslovakia
wes brought on exclusively Sy the ac-
tion of the imperialists and had very
little to do with the political situ-
ation within the workingclass. It is
egssential to know what were the poli-
cies of the workers of Czochoslovakia.
Moteover, it is absolutely impossible
to mow the present without clearly
sooing the picture of the immediate
past. Now that Hitler occupies the
center of the imperialist stage in
Europe, it is important to sudject to
a close scrutiny and investigation the
historical period that brought Hitler

to power. Especially is it urgent to
analyze the political position of the
forces atv the head of the German pro-

letariat imnediately prior to the ad-
vent of fascism.

Unfortunately we cannot hers to
into a thorough study of all the plhasos
of that poeriod. vie must confine our-
selves to the brief exuamiration of the
pclicies laid down by tac most impor-
tanv organized bodies within tie pro-
letariat,parsicularly the onolicies of
the Comrmunist Intesrnational.

Wo must start out with the indis-
putable proposition that thore can be
only ong authentic Marxist movement.
All otacers are pseudo-Marxist,cloaking
their oprortunist characior with vivo-
cious uarxisi-sounding pkrascology to
deccive tuc workers. Vaich cne of the
existing tendencies represcnts MMarxism
today?

™o oldest
within tae

political movement
workingelass is Social-
domocracy orgarized in tho Socond Ine
tornational. In 1914 virtually all
the dimportant sections of the Social
domocracy went over to the imperialist
bourgcoisie and under the slogan “De-
fenisec of democracy" saved capitalism
from proletarian revolution in Germany
and in a few other countrics. Social
dericcracy continues its counter-revo-
luticnary work to this very day be-
traying the proletariat tc Fascisme

Tre Russian section of the Third
International,tho Bolshevik Party, lod
by Lenin, established a proletarian
State wit: a view to oxtcending the
Courminist revolution to all countries.
RPut for certain reasons inatead of in-
terrational victory, the workers in
one country after wunother have suffer-
ed frightful defeats, some of roally
monstrous proportions 1like the catas-
tropko in Gormany in 1933.

Whiile tlhe explanation of the sue-
cess with which each imperialist State
mcbilized the masses for the 1914-1S18
slaughter and of the abortion of the
proletarian revolution in Central
Europe in 1919 lies in the betray:zl of
Marxiem by the Socialist parties, the
basic reason for the debacles since
1923 is to be discovered in a differ-
ent gquarter.

Th¢ close of the civil war in

1921 1left the proletarian State suf-
fering from many ailments. Among the
worst was tho burocratic cancer which
penetrated into the very vitals of tho
institutions of the republic. Instead
of straggling against the discase with
a view to destroyving it and estatli.h-
ing in its place Workers Democracy as
was specified in the Party program, a
grouyp of leaders of the Party, hcaded
by Zinoviev, Kamcnev and Stalin cen-
spired to entrench themselves 1in nigh
posts of the Party and the State.
Even prior to this organizational op-
portunism of the leadors, Lonin char-
acterized the Soviet State as "a Viork-
erg State with a burocratic dstor-
tion® (V. I. Lenin, Selected Vorks,’ng-
1ish Edition, Vol. IX, p. 33.)

Now the usurping leaders created



a bond TDbetwsen  themselves and the
burocratic cancer and organized the
"burocratic distortion" into a system,
a huge pyramid of privileged officials
and functionaries resting on the shoul-
ders of the wide masses. The system
doveloped its mechanics and safeguards.
Therc has been an unintorruptod con-
centration of all throads of power in
the hands of a tiny clique headed by
Stalin. Under the pretensc of dcfend-
ing Leninism the Stalinist cligue es-
tablished a porcnnial chief target,
Trotsky. The Couintern, headed by
Stalir's partner in the wusurpation
plot, Zinoviev, and with Trotsky's in-
direct assistance, was transformsd in-
to an instrument for prevention of the
gstablishment of a "rival" proletarian
Stata. Tuis was absolutely necessary
for the privileged burocratic casts in
the first proletarian State. A victo-
ricus proletarian avalanche sweeping
over Rurope and establishing every-
wherc the political und economic sys-
tem of . Workers Democracy would have

[v8]

smashed the burocratic pyramid of°
Stalin. To forestall such coventuality

Stalin and his burocrats introduced a

zigzag method of diverting the prolet-

ariat from the revolutionary path.

The =zigzag method consists in an
ultra-Left policy and an ultra-Right
one. In full control of a powerful
proletarien State, draping itselfin
the Leninist mantle, wutilizing the
great traditions of October, Stalinism
became the mightiest opportunist forc e
within the international working class.
Over a period of a decads and a half
the Stalinist Comintern, objectively
alded by Social-democracy and all the
other opportunist organizations and
tendancies disrupted a rumber of revo-
lutionary situations and reduced the
most dynamic revolutionary class in
history to pitiable impotence.. The
effect of the burocratization of the
first proletarian state was to release
the unbridled fury of bourgeois re-
action in the form of Fascism.

CLEARING THE PATH FOR HITLER

In the period of 1930-1933 Ger-
many was rocked by one of the severest
economic and political criscs in the
history of bourgeois society. The
country came to the forking of the
road, the unristakable alternative be-

ing: Socialism or reconstruction of
the capitalist power alongHascist
linecs.

Within the German workingclass
were operating powerful opportunist

forces preventing it from fullfilling
its historical role of the grave-dig-
ger and destroyer of capitalism. So-
cial Democracy, numeorically the larger
force, wunalterably opposed to prolet-
arian revolution and the formation of
a Soviet Republic, pursued its tradi-
tional policy of support of bourgecois

democracy as the lessor ovil than Fas-
cism. Stalin's Comintern, continually
gaining ground among the German masses

at the expense of DSocial Democracy,

operated through its ultra-Left zigzag.

Threatened with the cataclysm of
proletarian upheaval, the German bour-
gooilsic, yoverned by the passion of

presorvation
making ready to cast aside its

of private property, was
democa

TaCye The faithful lackeys of fin-
ance capital, the OSocialist leaders,
were to roceive the boot and Hitler

was to be put in control of the State.
Had there been a Leninist party it
would have utilized to the fullest ex-
tont the growing econcmic and politi-
cal crisis. Through a scathing expo-
sure of Stalinism, Social Demoer acy
2nd other opportunist forces, omploy-
ing also the tactic of a genuine
Leninist wunited front as conducted by
the Bolsheviks in 1917 in the strugzle
against Kornilov, the masses would
have been freed from the grip of op-
portunist deceptions. They would have
teen marshalled for  the victortous
battle against 1ts enomies. Tho real
revolutionary party would have to pur-
sue its tactics in accordancc with the
turns of the struggle. Since the Ger-
man bourgeosisie was definitcly moving
towawrds establishing a fascist regimo,
the rovolutionary party would direct
its main attention against this, right
arm of tlic capitalist class. It is
possible that having smashod this arm,
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thie German proletariat would face the.
rreatly  enfeebled left arm of the
Lemrgeoisie - the Social-democracy. Iwm:
“his case the main force of the strug-
glz would be directed against . thas
laber agency of finance capital. And
by breaking both arms of the bourgeoi-
sie, as Lenin did, smashing Kornilov
in September and in October overthrow-
ing Kerensky, the German proletariat
would have established itself in power.
The entire struggle of course would
have to be based upon a correct evalu-
tion of the historical situation and a
correct policy in strategy and tactics.

A misstep in the estimation of the
situation and in the application ef
tactics inevitably puts the working-

class upon one of the numerous fatal
roads that lead to disaster.

But the Stalinist leadership
shaped its analysis as well as its
strategy and tactics in accordance
with certain definite opportunist aims
in view, While periodically conduct-
ing noisy putches against the Fasgcists,
the Stalinist leadership diverted the
minds of the workers from the real
historical perspective. It assured
the masses that the theory that the
bourgeoisie was about to dismiss its
Docial-democratic ministerial menials
from the helm of the State was false.

"Equally false 1s the theory
that Social Democracy 1is about to
be kicked out by finance capital to
make room for open Fascism." (Ro te
Fahne, Feobruary 13, 193C.)

Papers, leaflets and pamphlets were
rouring from the Stalinist presses al-
laying the anxiety of the workers and
vhipping wun their feelings primarily
against Social-democracy. This petty-
bourgeois  democratic movement, the
Stalinists insisted, changed its basic
fsatures and became "Social-Fagcist"
and "actually Fascist."

The minds of the tractable Stal-
inist followers, wunable t0 ses the
reasons behind the manipulations of
theoretical ideas, with difficulty ab-
sorbed this fabricatione

"The fact that, in connection
with the fascist tendency, which is

at the very basis of decaying mono-
polistic capitalism itself, the so-~
cial-democratic has been transformed
into a social-fascist party, has
with difficulty penetrated into the
consciousness of our parties." (A.
Martinov,The Communist International,
Vol. VII, No. B-3, p. 67.)

Some BStalinist writers did not
completely grasp the ‘“constructive"
line laid down Dby their superiors.
Those who did not accept the Stalinist
invention that Socialedemocracy is
fascism but merely stated that it was
only evolving into Fascism were vigor-
ously criticized; and so were those
who stated that finance capital would
oust Social-~democracy to make room for
CPEN Fascism.

"The error committed by Comrade
Murphy in describing the inter-
relations between social-fascism
and fascism was also made in the
Rote Fahne — where, by the way, it
was irmediately rectified. The ar-
ticle in Rote Fahne treats the dev-
elopment thus: 'Social-democracy
after a short period of time, will
be ousted from the government by
finance-capital,so as to cede place
to open fascism.! That article was
based on the non-cormprehension o f
the specific role of social-fascism
and its significance for the fas-
cist dictatorship.

"Indeed, social-fascism by no
means needs to be developed into
'pure! fascism. It already IS act-
uwal fascisxc." (A. Fogarashi, The

Comnmmunist International, Vol. VII,
No., 2-3, p. 10l. Capitals in the
original.

Running 1like a black  thread

through the publications of Stalinism
during its ultra-Leftist gzigzags was
the policy of diverting the workers!
thoughts from the danger of Fascism
and directing them into the channels
of conducting the main offensive ag-
ainst Social Democracy. This was the
basic orientation of Stalinism:

"As the bourgeoisie cannot be
overthrown without the overthrow of
its main social support, it is not
incorrect to say that we ought to
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direct our main offensive against
social-democracy .* (Kuuisinen,Pre-
pare for Power, pp. 105-106. Emph-
asis in the original.)

The clear and definite instfuc-
tions were: "All the resources of the
party must be thrown into the fight
against Social Democracy" (The Commun-
ist International, July 1931, No. 25—
26, p. 1154, My omphasis - G.Mi)

In the first half of 193¢ Hit-
ler's forces registered a turbulent
rise, and even the most optimistic
minds began to senge that the Nazi
danger was real and wvery close. The
Stalinist leaders fully armed with
their 1line sprang forth with their
warnings not to overestimate the Hit-
ler movemént.

"Nothing would be more fatal
than an opportunist overestimation
of Hitlerdst Fascism." (Speech at
the Plenum of the C. P. of Germany
by Ernst Thaelmann, February 19,
1932.)

The closer the moment of Hitler's
cecemt to power the greater was the
stress on the part of the Stalinist
leaders to conduct its main offensive
against Social-democracy. Even when
the reactionary von Papen government
was sebt up as a stepping stone to Hit-
ler, the Stalinist chieftains declared
that the fire against Soclal-democracy
had to be intensified.

"On the basis of our class pol-
icy we must, in the new situation,
apply the gstrategy of the 'main
fire against Social Democracy! more
than ever before...:....Nothing has
changed as far as this principle
orientation of ours is concerned."
(®rnet Thaelinann, Labour Monthly,
September 1932, pp. 586-588. My
emphasiswG. M.)

And barely three and a half months be-
fore Hitler took charge of Germany,
they said:

"Therefore, 10 DYeat the enemy,
the bourgeoigie, we must direct the
main blew against its chief social
bulwark, against the chief enemy of

Communism in the working clase, ag-
ainst Social Democr y against
Social Fascism. ,

"It may seem that in Germany, at
ths prdsent time, for example, the
chief social Dbulwark of the bourg-
eoisie is Fascism, and that, there-
fore, we should deal +the chief
blows against Fascismi

"This is not correct." (T. Gu s-
gsev, The Communist International,
No. 19, October 15, 1932, p. 674.
My emphasis - G.M.)

The Stalinigt leadership success—
fully pitted one section of the prolet-
ariat against the other. The reaction-
ary line of the Social-democracy only
facilitated the Stalinist policy. The
Social-democratic leadership in ocon-
trol of the capitalist government per-
mitted the capitalists to organize the
Fasgcist forces. It did this through
urging the workers to tolerate bourg-
eois democracy as the lesser evil than
fascism. The Stalinist 1lz2aders
"fought" this angle of the Social-
democratic policy by declaring that it
was a deception of the masses to state
that Fascism was the main enemy. ©Such
Socialist angle conflicted with the
Stalinist version that Bocial-democrae
cy was the main enemy:

“The Social-democrats, in order
to deceive the masses, deliberately
proclaim that the chief enemy of
the working class is Fascism." (D.
Z. Manmuilsky, The Communist Parties
and the Crisis of Capitalism, p.112)

Due to the weighty fact that
Stalinism cloaked itself in Leninist
traditions and wielded power in the
first proletarian State, the German
masses despite the continuous flow o f
Stalinist deception were swapt to the
Left by the crisis directly into the
arms of the Stalinist misleaders. The

influence of Social-democracy was on
the decline., As to the Nazis, their
movement close to the end of 1932
reached the dtage of collapse. Had
there been a Bolshevik Party instead
of the Stalinist trap which was con-
cealed under a "Bolshevik" cover, then
the proletarian revolution in Gergany,
greatly overdus, would have been a
foregone conclusion. Stalinism intro-



duced the fatally deceptive mnotion
that capitalism goes through Fascism
before reaching +the stage of prolet-
arian revolution:

"The capitalist world is heading
for revolntion but before succumb-
ing it goes through the vhase of
Fascism. TFascism 1is going to be
the last stage of capitalism before
the world revolution." (D. Z. Manu-
ilsky, speech at the Tenth Plenum
of the E.CeC.I.)

This in a scnse implanted into
tho minds the paralyzing illusion that
the Fascist power in Gormany should be
even welcomed for it would be the pre-
lude to the establishmont of a workers
republic.

Evon bourgeois 1liberal histori-
ans studying the political aspect of
tho situation which permitted the
transformation of cupitulist rule in
Germany from bourgecois democrutic to
Fascist were puzzled by the "inexpli-
cable" policy of the "Communists."

"Until well on in the year 1932
German Communists were obeying the
strunge order that Hitler's seizura
of power must be actually encourag-
ed, because the path to Cormmnism
mist go by wuy of the rule of Fase
cism and 1its collapse. Henco the
Goerman Comrmunist Party right to the
very end did not dirsct its fierc-
ast attack agednst Nutional Social-
ism but ag.inst Social Democracy.™
(Konrad Heiden, "A HKistory of
National Socialism, p. 154.)

When the betr.yul was completed,
the Stalinists wunloaded  their own
share of guilt upon the criminal shouwl-
dors of tho Sociul-democracy, meuantimo
assuring the workors that Germany was
facing on immediute revolutionary up-
surge: -

"Our Porty says that owing to
the trcuachery of OSocial Democer..cy,
the Germen proletwriat was forced

to retreat tempor xily, and that
therc is now commencing in Germany
a new revolutionary upsurge.® (The
Communist Intcrnational, No. <23,
Deceomber 1933, p. 828.)

)

To the workers in the Comintern
the indictment of Social Democracy was
quite logical. Blinded by thoir lead-
ers who ocxploited the workers! love
for <he Soviot Union to the fullest
cxtont, the Comintern rank-and-file
wers unclear as to the policies of
Stwlin, but werc to a great dogroee
familiar with the 1lurid rccords of

Social-demoeratic opportunism an d
treachoery.

The support Bocial-democracy ren-
déred to von Hindenburg and the des-
picable periormance of Socialist depu~
ties in the Reichstag voting confid-
ence in the Nazi regimo only strength-
ened the illusion that Social-dcmocra-
cy was the sole betrayer of the German
massos.

As to the policies of disruption
and doception tho Stalinksts thomsolves
pursucd, such *as the invention about
Social-democracy b:ing actual fascism,
the building of "Red" +trado unionms,
united front "from below only," insist-
ence upoOn tho aralysis that financa-

capital was not getting ready to kick
out Social-dermocracy in order to ro-
place it with fascism, tho tactic of
voting together with the Nazis in the
"Red recferondum" (August 9, 1931),

support of Nazi motions against Social
Democrats, and aill the other promsgdi-

tated disruptive acts, the Stalinist
Exocutive of the Comintern declarcd
the following:?

"The Presidium of the ECCI dec-
lares tnat the political line and

the organizational policy  pursued
by the C. Ce of the Communist Party
of Germany, led by Comrade Thael-
mann, before and at the time of the
WAS QUITE CORRECT ®

(Resolution of the Presidium of tho
ECCI, Daily Worker, April 17, 1933,

Hitler coup,

My omphasis - G. M. )
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THE NATURE OF THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN "DEMOCRACY™

In the years of the Leftist zig-
zag the Stalinist leaders, as a cover
for their adventuris+t puccaist tactics
and for the thcory of “socia.fascism"
employed quite extensively a aumoer of
entirely Loninist formmlations. Bourg-
eois democracy vas correctly proscnted
as a masked dictatorship of the bourg-
coisic, fundamentully in 1i%s class
ch.r..cter of power net different from
Fascism.

Tha establishiient of the Czocho—
slovuidan Stete by the Troaty of
Vers.illes was correctly described as
an auxiliary foreco for the F r onch
bourgcoisie in the eventuality of a
now war with Gorman imperialism.

In those - days the Stalinists did
not drearx it neccssary to hide some
darming fuacts about the Czoech bhourg-
eoisie, its leader Mazaryk, and openly
told of the oxploitation and plunder
and aggressive designs by this truly
imperi.list State.

"Undor Mazaryk'!s londership, the
Czoch bourgooisie constituted it-
salf as an independent State, and
succoeded with tho aid of tho Bo-
cial chauvinists in  m.int..ining
this State in face of the rovolu-
tionwy wave in the years following
tha war,consolid .ting its positions,
orgunizing tho exploit .tion and
plundering of tho occupicd districts
and going over to wn aggressivo for-
eign policy." (Inprocorr, May 1 8,
1954, p. 1786.

Stalinist publications openly
wrote of Czechosloviakiu us of a vassal
of French imperiulism participating in
4 scheme  of an attack upon thoe Soviet
Union. .

"This year the French general
stuff hus achioved great work toward
coordinating the war-plans Qf +the
gerieral staffs of Polend and the
'Little Entente.'! At the confor-
enco of the genoral staffs of Po-
lind, Rumuania, Czocho~35lov.ikia and
Jugoslavia, held in the spring of
1932, wunder the leadership of the
French goneral stuaff, pluns for op-

erations oagainst the Soviot Union
wero discussoed..The Chechoslovaklan
menitions industry has been drawn
into taking an intensive part in
the work of tke entire anti-Soviet
alliance. Czoche-Slovakian firmse
are now constructing munitions fact-
ories in Rumania, Poland ond Lat—

via." (Preparc for Power, Twelfth
Plemum of the E.C.C.I. Roport by

0. Xuusinen, pp. 55, 56.)

**(Lrrata: Correction on tottom of page 21)

The sections of Stalin's Comin-
tern were instructed to lay bare the
fact th.t tho Czechoslovak governmen ¢
w.s but a tool of Fronch imporialisme.

"To furthor deveolop cconcmic wmd
politic.l struggles on the basis of
the united front from below, link-
ing up this etrugxlc with the expo-
suro of thc role of  the Czocho-
Slovakian government as the tool of
Frencl: imperialism.” ("Capitali st
Stabilization Has Ended," Thosis
and Resolutions of the Twelfth
Plomum of the ECCI, p. 18.)

Not for o singlo moment did the
Stalinists attempt to conceal the im—
perialist nature of the Czechoslovak

State. With sever~ directness the
St.linist  leadorsiiip condormed  as
WRights" those witain their midst who

underestimated Czochoslovak imperial~
isne

WA characteristic feature of tho
Okech Rights was a tendency to un-
dorrate Czecho-Slovakian imperial-
ijsm and to consider Czechoslovakia
as an oppressed colonial country.
This led to a wecakoning of the
struggle against the Czech bourg-
goisic and Czech Social-Democracy."
(¥. Popov, "Outline History of the
Cormunist Party of the  Soviet
Union," Vol. 2, Do 3920)

The Czechoslovak oxploiters were
not one iota less greody for profits
than their brothren in America, Bng-
land, ¥raonce, Gormany or Italy. In
articles dealing with Czechoslovakia
the Stalinist writors painted a vivid
picture in figures and facts of the
intense exploitation of the toilin g
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by the "democratic" parasites,
and industrialists of

masses
the firanciers
the country.

"How intsnse the exploitation is
in Czechoslovakia can be shown by a
fow figures." (Inprecorr, January
12, 1934, p. 40.)

"In spite of this frightful dis-
tross and impoverishment, affecting
every stratum of the workers,ncver-
theless tax arrears and other debts
are collected by the most ruthless
nethods from the small holders and
tradesmen, and cven from the unom—
ployed.s....The unbridlod exploita~
tion, the economic miscry, the mass
distraints, tho cultural opnression
of national minorities, and in ad-
dition to all this brutal torror
gxorcised by the state apparutus,
which is almost exclusively in the
hands of tho Czech bourgeoisie, are
causing & widespread radicalization
of broad stratu of the population.

".....It ig not by accidont that
the hatred oi the Czech bourgeoisio
is dirccted chiefly against Slovak
working youth. Thes2 young peorplo,
utterly impoverishod and at  the
same time radicalized by tho ruling
conditions, give the revolutionary
movement its best cuadres, and take
ths loud in «ll mass action." (In-
praocorr, Vod. 15, No. 32, August
.3, 1835, p. 838.)

The petty-impericlist C zech
bourgooisie in its policy of ruthless
exploitation of the workers «nd of so-
cial and national oppression of tho
Slovak, Gorman .nd othor minorities,
was driving the minority bourgecoisie,
the petty bourgeoisic wnd hundreds of
thous.:nds of workers of tho minorities
to their nationul Fascists.e This was
admitted by the Stalinists ovon aftor
they nad shelved the w 1l t r a-Loftist
line and had openly at the Seventh
Congross adopted the policy of support-
ing bourgcois domoceracys

"The struggle for influence over
the hundreds of thousands of toil-
ers, who still look upon Henlein as
their future "liberutor, is thus cl-
evated to the degres of a guestion
of Europeuan import.nce. Tuis strug-

gle is & particularly hard onc as
the govorning elements of the Ro-
yublic, in their troacherous self-

delusion, arc continuing their pol-
icy of sociul and national oppres—
éian, which vrenders ocasy the task
of the superficial demagogucs t0
awnien in the Sudetic district hat-
red ‘'aguinst the Czechs,! and to
place before the Sudetic-German

people fusion with the Third Reich
as the solc mcuns of their salva—
tion." (Inprocorr, Vol. 15, No.55,
pp. 1378-80, Octobor 19, 1933.)

Besides being a troacherous rul-
ing class plotting with the big im-
perinlist bundits to attack and des-
trogp the Soviet Union,the Czoch bourg-
eoisic in its internal policy was
striving to consolidate its domination
by wuniting the Czochoslovak people
whichh wunity would form the basis for
Fascisizing the country. In an article
entitled "The Czechoslovakian 'Demo-
cracy! Copies Hitler" published in the
Inprecorr, June 22, 1934, p. 930, the
Stalinists salcd somothing about this
unification policy of the Czechoslovak
imperialist “democracy":

"The policy of T'uniting the
Czeciicslovakian pcopla,! demanded
by Czechoslovakian financial capi-
tolists and the big landowners,
striven for by the fascists and on-
ergetically supported by the social-
democratic parties, is alrecady.
bearing fruit. Tho Prosidential
eloction and the glorification of
Masaryk connected witi it wore the
beginring of this Yunion' whici: is
to sorve the Czoech bourgeoisic as a
basis for their fascist measurcse™

The Stalinists showed tlLat the
Wéemocratic® bourgcoisic of Czochoslo-
vakioa was  suppressing  the workors
while doing nothin~ to stop fascism:

"..eeit is the Czech bourgeoisic
and thce social fascists who are
responsible in the first place for
the cnormous incrcase in the fas~
cist dingfoer, as they have made use
of overy opportunity in order to
suppress the lahor movcment, but
hive not t.ken wny stops whatover
against fascism." (Inprecorr, Feb.

2,1938, Pe DZ-)
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In point of fact, it is no exag-
geration to assert that the little im-
perialist exploiter, Czechoslovakia,
in time would havs set up a full-blown
Fascist rule modelled arfter that of
Hitler and Mussolini.

The nethods Czecho slovak-
jan “democracy" employed in dealing
with the oppressed workers and pea~
sants were the approved methods of the
Fascist dictators:

"The Czechoslovakian defenders
of ‘'democracy' have lecarned all
manner of things from Hitloer, Mus-
solini and Pilsudsky. They ‘do-
fend democracy' with mothods which
would not shame the fascist rulers:"
(Inprecorr, Doc. 29, 1934, p.1738.)

"fhe Czechoslovakian bourgeoisie
and its govornment, which is intro-
ducing thc fascist dictatorship, is
working with the same mecans and
mothods as Fascism in Italy, Gor-
many and other countrics." (Inpre-
corr, March 23, 1934, p. 483.)

Alrcady irn 1934 the cowardly
Czech bourgeoisic began to follow in
the steps of Hitler and establish fas-
cist labor camps for unemplCyed work-
ers. Tho Stalinists thon attempted to
bring to light tnis brutal anti-work-
ingclass deveclopment and ollotted cone-
siderable space for the disclosurcs.
In an articlo "Fascist Labor Service
Cumps in Czechoslovakia" they wrove:

"With thc assistance of the so-
cial fascists tha bourgeoisie 1is
now striving to exploit the ter-
rible impoverisiment of the hungry
uncmployed young workers in order to
carry out a measure wnhosc fascist
charactor and whosce greout signifie-
anne for tho further development of
war preparations are quite clear —
the establishment of labor service
camps for unomployed young workors

«+...This is thc same tunec as tho
one sung by Hitler and Goebels ab-
out their labour sorgicc camps.
Their example is unmistakable...The
first camp has already beon oponod
in Bratislava (Prossburg) and it
has a very definite military char-
acter." (Inprecorr,April 13,1934,

P 5890)

In the logislative field too the re-
actionary Czoch bourgeoisie adopted
some strong anti-workingcless measuros
which indicated that, whilo boasting
of domocracy, the ruling closs was
laying thc basls for transforming its
form of powor on the pattorn worked
out by Fascism.

A number of political und eco-
nomic laws of Czechoslovakia faith-
fully follow the footsteps of Hit-
lor, Dplfuss and Mussolini.....the
Czachoslovakian bourgeoisic is con-
sistently striving to set up the
open fascist dictatorship." (Inpre-
corr, Vol. 14, #36, p. 931, Jun e
22, 1934.)

The main hatrod, -virtually the
weight of its ropressive moasures was
directed by the dwarf dimperialist
Czech State not 80 nmuch against the
Fascist minorities as against the
workers and radical intellectuals, es-
pecially those who in their reaction
to the merciless oxploitation we reo
moving to the Left and contering the
Stalinist "party" imagining it to be a
Bolshevik organization. Towards the

Nazig and othor fascists the Czech
courts exercised toleration and
leniencao.

"On Junc 28 the Prague Penal

Court announced two verdicts: tho
two Communist defondants, Stotka
and Richarés Slansky,werc scntenced
to a total of 34 months rigorous
imprisonment for alleged high trea-
son — tho fascist Maixmer was ac-
guitted altogether of the charge of
high treasoni....
"The Czoch fascist, Maixner, ad-
- mitted himgelf¥ +that he was in con-
tact with the Gorman Embassy and
with the propaganda ministry in
Berlin. He was caught in the act
of negotiating with Nazi agents on
e possible exchange of the German-
speaking district in Czechoslovakia
to Hitler., And yet he has been ac-
quitted! The trial of the Commun-
ist mombers of Parliament consistod
of a chain of scandalous violations
of thc law and provocative arbitra-
riness." (Inprecorr, Vol. 15, #28,
July 6th, 1935, p. 741.)

To summarize in brief, the nature
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of Czechoslovakian "democratic" repub-,
lic proved to the hilt the correctness
of Lerin's thesis that:

"The most democratic bourgeois
republic never was and never could
be anything else than a machine for
suppressing the toilers by capital,
than the tool of the political pow-
er of capital, dictatorship of the

bourgeoisie." (Lenin, Collected
Works, Vol. XVI;, p. 186. Russian
edition,)

And the Cgech ropublic was far from

being the most democratic capitalist
ropublic. The Czech capitalists'! main
concern was to securc their power, to
further the cxploitation of the toil-
ers and gain a groater share of im-
perialist booty in tho noxt rodivision
of Europce The president of Czecho-
slovakia, the bourgoois democrat, Benos,
cared not a fig acout domocracy and
tho fate of the masses, but about
which gang of the imporialists could
give most to the Czoch bourgeoisie.
When the French bourgeoisic broke its
wlliance with the Czech bourgooisie,he
made it quite plain. "'If I felt that

wo were not supported,! said President
Benes, 'I could make right now a vory
good deal with Germany.'" (New York
Times, Octovor 1, 1938.)

Cowardly in their attitude to-
words the German and Italiun Fascists,
the Czoch capitalists wore merciless
with workors and toilers in gencr:ale.

The Stulinists thomsclves prior
tc their wltra-Right zigzag professed
to advoc.tc proletarian revolution in
Czachoslovikia, preventing, however,
the rewlization of this element of
truth in its program through the pol-
icy of "sociil-fascism"™ and the rest
of the disruptive paraphernalia of the
ultra-Loftist poriod. Their writings
of that period, now gathering dust,

prove that tho Stalinist slog:n was
against both Fascism and  bourgeoils
democracy:

"Our slogun is: Not fascism and,
also, not democracy of the rich,but
the workors! and peasants govern-
ment, Sovict democracy." (Gottwald,
Inprecorr, May 12, 1933, p. 454.)

FROM THE ULTRA-LEFT TO THE ULTRA-RIGHT

While the betrayul of the Goerman
massos was carried out by Stalinism,
always aided by other opportunism,

through its ultra~Left zigzag, tic bo-
trayal of the Czechoslovakiun toilors
was brought about by means of the
ultra-Right zigzag. The swing from
the extremo Left policy to the oxtreme
Right was accomplished by Stalinism
with remuarkoble caution and skill.

The deep significunce of the
dreadful debacle in Gormany gradu.lly
pensatrated the minds of many workors.
Some dimly sensed that somothing was
wrong witii Stalin's policies in Ger-
many. Symptoms of disaffection put in
their oppearunce in the Fronch uand tho
Spanish soctions. Tho ultra-Loftist
zigzag Dbocoming untenable, Stulinism,
to covar up the betruyal und to give
the improssion that the "correct" line
wus being adopteld to the new situution,
pushed the political pendulum to the
Right. "Social Fascism" was approach-

cd with an olive branch ani an unier-
standing was roached betwocn the two
betraycrs of the proletariat. Stalin-
ism obandoned its rabid outeries and
signel an agrecment to rafrain from
eriticising the Socialist agonts of
imperialism:

"Firstly, our party agreel to
rofrain from criticism of the So-
clalist party during the poriod of
joint activity (that is, during
the ultra~Right zigzag - G.M.).This
is a very scrious concession on tho
part of the Communists.

"Thoy agrcod not only to refrain
from criticism on all urgont polit-
ical quostions during thc poriod -of
the joint activity, but they also
acroed to put aside the discussion
of .even theorotical Aifferences."
(Communist Intornational, Septembor
5, 1934, p. 656.)

The Stalinist loaders, who only yester-



day in the Resolution of the XII Plen-
um of the ECCI wurged "systematically
to expose the treachery of the social-
democratic and reformist leaders..."
now, with the ultra-Lightist swing
gaining momentum condermned any attempt
to unmask their partners-in-betrayals,
the Social-democratic leaders.

".....We must reject sharply all
attempts in our ranks to treat the
unitecd front as a formal arrange-
mont, as & recruiting device for
the Courunist Party, a8 &0 Oppor—
tunity to unmask the Social-Democ—
ratic leaders." (W. Piock, Daily
Worker, Jamuary 7, 1936.)

The agrccrmcnt of the two betraying
%uroeracics not to cxpose cach othors
treachery was palmed off wupon the
workers as & revolutionary united
front. And as the days rolled on,
St.ulinism, offering poliey of unity
as the pan.cea for tho i1lls afflicting
the working cluass, sproad the lie that
it sought to ostablish oOrgunic unity
of the "social fuscist" Second Inter-
national «nd tho Stulinist Comintern.

As has boen shown  abovo,tho
Stalinists spoko freely and openly ab-
out the vicious and reactionary chur-
acter of tho Czech republic and the
nced to establish a Soviet government.
But with the ultra-Rightist zigzoag
thorc came a striking ch wmge — not in
the character of ¢tho  Czocho slovak
"demosratic" exploiters,of course, but
in the Stu.linist policies. In July
1035 the ultra~Right zigzag, alroady
in operation, reccived an  official
soal of thc "Soventh Congross of the
Comintern." Thc workers of caopit.list
countrises were assured that rniow; in
the eighteenth yoar of the existence
of the proleturian Stute, the choice
for them was not proletari.n revolu-
tion against capitulism but defense of
capit.list democracy as the oulwark
ag«inst Fascism. Mounwhile the winds
of history compelled the Stulinist
burocruts to veor from Germany to
French imperialism and its vassal
Czechosloviikkia. A barruge of arguments
adorned witah gems of eloquonce was
loosed upon tho world to prove that
France is not a bloodsucking capital-
ist empire und tha* Czechoslovukia is

11 -

not a petty imperialist explolter.
Both, the "discovery" was made, woro
"democratic® ropublics which had to be
defendad by the workers. Having nego-
tiated pacts with France and Cgzecho-
slovakia, tho Stalinist clique in the
Kromlin palaca instructed their agents
in those capitalist countrios to sup-
port tho military budgots. The central

orgen of the Czechoslovakian Stalinist
party, "“forgotting"™ about tho crit—
icism agninst the "Rights" who under-
estimated Czechoslovik iluporislism and
had not sufficiontly  fought against
it, now urged the workers to make
sucrifices for the capitalist armye

"The Minister of Naticnal Dsf-
onse brought forward in the Defense
Committeec the program of matorial
demands of the Army Administration.
These demands Are numerous, b u b
they are nogessaryl....... Everyone:
tho workors, tho smnll tra d e rs,
peasants, civil servants, offi-
cials must moko sacrifices for the

army." (Rude Pravo, central organ
of the Communist Party of Czo-

choslovakia, November 27, 1935.-. My
emphasis - G.M.)

The Stulinist diplomucy, assistod
ty the flunkoys in the Comintern,
pursueé a policy of xeeping the im-
perialist world dividod. Stalin's man
Friday, Litvinov, was galloping from
country to country, was buttonholing
tho imporialist diplomats at Geneva,
offrring Stalints friendship ond mili-
tary aid to onc imperialist power ag-
ainst -mother. The Stalinist leadors
assurcd the masses that such policy
was Loninist. They carefully concealed
the truth that whilo Lenin took all
the advantage of the split in t hoe
world impoerizlist cump, he knew that
all bourgeois countrics wished to des-
troy the Sovict Republic. Hoe never
allied himsolf with any bourgeois camp
but quite tko opposite, wuncoupromis-
ingly fought the entirc imperinlist
world. Lenin called for revolutionary
dofoutism in oll jmperialist countries.
Lenin was motivated by tho interests of
tho workers in Russia ond in the ime-
perialist countries; Stalin is guided
by Lhis own intercsts und thosc of the
Sovist burocracy which -sustains him in
pOWOT. '
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RIENTATION OF THE

A CHANGE IN THE

MPERIALIST POWERS

It is pertinent at this Juncture
to inquire bdriefly into the intricate
developrments within international im-
perialism since the advent of Hitler.
Fascism was imposed wupon Germany as a
msans to stifle the proletatiat. The
bankruptcy of the Nazi regime would
automatically ~unleash throughout
Europe a furious tompest of prolet-
arian struggle against the bourgeoisic.
To demolish the class ideology linger-
ing within the Gorman prolctariat Hit-
ler had to demonstrate tho "“superior—
ity" of nationalism, and the inescip—
able logic of the situation dumended
that he procoed fron success $0 success.
With the throat of proletarian rovolu-
tion in Germ.ny h.unging over  their
wise and oxpserienced aocads,tho British
and Fronch bourgeoisie paradoxically
enough, were compolled to ylold to ne-
cessity and providae Eitler with vic-
tories. Thus Hitler, his hands frees,
reastablished the army,  occupied and
fortified the Rhinoland, won the Saar,
seized Austria and was out to dismern-
ber Francel's imperiulist pawn, Czocho-
slovikiae

Eithor inter-imperialist war
carrying with it the crush of the ex-
isting social and economic order, or
inter-imperiulist peuace und collabor-
ation with Gormany as the spearhead
for a mortal thrust aguinst the half-
undormined, burocratically warped pro-
loturiun State. Thus was the question
put before the far-sighted stutommen
of all imperiulist powers. They could
not fail to psrceive the  inovitubly
disustrous conscoquoences of tho former
course and the possiblé inestimable ad-
vantuges of the latter one. The des-
truction of the rommants of the pro-
letarian State - sociulized methods
of production «- in one smixth of the
earth's surface would in a measurc ro-
store the former equilibrium of capi-

talism, rounding out the rule of im-
periulism throughout the entire globe.
Hoxt, the dismemborment of so colossal
a State would more than satisfy for
the time boing all impoerialist beasts
who would require some years to digest
thie huge chunks oach of them would de-
vour., Finally, and this would be of
prime importance, the Ybourgeobsic
would demonstrute to the masses that
Comrmunism 4is an unattainable utopia.
To bourgoqQisie would soe to it that
the momory of the  sight of all the
symbols of October going up in a mon.
strous cloud of flame and smokc amidst
mountains of slain  workers and
peasants indelibly burnt for centuries
in th0 minds of men, pluguing and ter-
rifying tho toilers of all lands. The
thought of a Bolshevik Revolutim
would no 1longer be a glowing hope to
tlic opprecssed masses but .a ghastly
nightmare of futility.

Balancing itself botween the two
ever-present mortal dangors,the threat
of proletarian rovelution and the mon-
aco of a concorted attuck by world im-
perialism, the Stalinist burocracy,
with unvaried success has warded off
the first but was unable to contime
indefinitely to maneuver among tio im-
perialist powers.

Stalin was caught in o contradic-
tion which it was not in his power to
resolve. The cry of Stalinism for
“colloctive sccurity"™ of onc group of
imperialists against anothor, tnd all
the 1lubors to arr:y the Mdemocratic"
bloodsucking b.ndits, the inperiailists
of Frunce, Engliand and the United
Stutes against the fascist bloodsuck-
ing bandits of Germany and Italy were
proving of no avail. History inexor-
ably was  bringing the imperialist
wolves togother into one pack for an
attack upon the sick prolstarian State.

STUPEFYING THE MASSES WITH ULTRA-RIGHTISM

While the 1leaders of the bourg-
coisie intelligently perceived the
major problem which confronted them,
and in matters of policy chose a line
that stemmed from « corroct estimation
of the means of rescuing the perishing

capitalist civilization, tho people
boasting unrivaled influence among the
toilers duped the masses with fatal
illusions. Guided by its need to pro-
vent the risc of another workers State,
Staliniem with tho aid of other oppor
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tunist tendencies surrounded the inter-
national proletariat with virtually
insurmountable ideological barriers.
The mental vision of the vasi masses
was dinred and distorted. The domin-
ant key-note Dbecame "peace and dcmo-
cracy." World imperialism was divided
into "fascist dictatorships" and "de—
moracics.® A further division was
made within each "democracy." T h e
liberal bourgeoisic wore "progressive"
and "real democrats," the conservativwes
wore "Tories" and "ecoromic royalists."

Concealing the fact that peace is
impossible and war is unavoidable
while the Dbourgeoisie control most of
the world, the Stalinist burocrats

duped the workers with the illusion
that peuce could be attained under
capitalism. The "progressive" leaders

of the bourgeoisie, only yestorday
exposed as war-mongers, now werc whitoc-
washed into angels of peace.

Only in the very recent pust the
Stalinists, who kunew Lenin's position
on democrucy wunder capitalism,wrote
some true words on this matter:

"In capitalist society, we have
o democracy that is curtailed,
wretched, false; a democracy only
for the rich, for the minority."
(Lenin Cornor, Duily Worker, Jan.9,
1934.)

As the Rightist swing advanced
the Stalinists "changad" the charucter
of bourgcols democracy, to hide the
fact that it is bourgeois democracy

that paves the way for the Kornilovs,
Mussolinig aund Hitlers. The o1ld
Kautskian fraud about the progressive
character of bourgeois democracy in
the imperialist era was expounded and
modernized:

WThe victory of fagscism in & rmum-
ber of Europoun st.tes and espoeciil-
ly in Germuny hus chungod the hist-
oricul part played by bourgeois
domocracy." (Inprecorr, Nov.20,1937)

Naturally the Csechoslo vakian
masses were duped by Stalinism along
with the magses of other lands. In
May 1935, a 1little over two months
prior to the "Seventh Congress," when
the Rightist zigzag was young, the

Stalinist ‘"party" in Czechoslovakia
continuing using the Leninist cover to
hide the transition to ultra-Rightiem
still issued slogans against collabor-
ation with the bourgeoisie and for
Soviet power:

"Aguinst collaboration with the
bourgeoisie; for socialist fighting
unity; against fascism, capitalism
and war; for the peace policy of
the Soviet Union; for Sovict power;
for Socialism!" (Slogans of Commmun-
ist Party .of Czechoslovakia in May
1935 ecloctions, Inprecorr No. 18,
p. 474, 1935.)

But as months worc on the Right-
ist Zggzag gained in weight and spood.
Collaboruting in perfect harmony with
the "Social-Fastists," aggressive
Stalinism with influence far beyond its
size dimmed the class-consciousness of
the workers and tied them securely to
the bvourgeoisie. Victims of the two
powerful opportunist forces, which in
one way or another were aided by all
other mock Marxists the Czechoslovak-
ian magses were robbed of every ves-
tige of independent revolutionary act-
ivity. The words "“class struggle"
which state tho central principle of
Marxism and which for gencrations were
a household expression among the work-
ers werc obliterated from the prolet-
ariun vocabulary. The Leninist evalu-~
ation of the League of Nations as an
organization to conceal war prepara-

titns of the imperialists, was com-
pletaly wiped out. Now to save peace
the workers wore  told to save the

League of Natlons. "To save the League
of Nations is to save peacd' (Inprecorr,
January 9, 1937). The basic histori-
cal differsnce Dbetween a bourgeois
State and a proletarian,albeit  turo-
cratically mutilated, State was glossed
over — "Soviet Union, France and the
other domocratic states..." (Inprecorr,
Novomber 20, 1937, p. 1222).

Tho puny capitalist State wihid
Mazaryk set wup with the assistance of
the French, British and American fin-
ancial diplomatic bandits, the little
country -of considerable  imperialist
grabd, of intonse oxploitation of the
working class, and of national oprres-
sion of minorities, was now "Tho life
work of Muzaryk,tho Czechoslovak demo-
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cratic repudblic" (Iaprecorr, Septemder
18, 1937, p. 90C). Vhile previously
they showed that Mazaryk was an old im-
perislist robter and exploiter, now the
Staliniet burocrats, in the name of the
workiang class, upheld Mazarylk's "tradi-
tions":

"The importance of the political
antagonisms which during a long per-
jod of his political activities sep-
arated Masaryk from  the working-
clacs movement, recede before the
commion striving of all democcrats to
meke Czechoslovakia a oulwark  of
anti-fascism. In the spirit of
this struggle the working class of
Czechoslovakia pays tribute to the
legacy of Mazaryk and is ready %
champion those traditions of Maza-
ryk's conception which are of last-
ing historical significance." (Inpre-
corr, September 18, 1937, p. 900.)

The workers of Czechoslovakla
faced two dangers from the bourgecois
camp. One was from their own exploit-
ers who were laring the foundation for
the fascization of the country, tae
other frow the iisperialists outsides
In trapping phrases the masses werc
assured by the Stalinist and Social-
democratic Dbetrayers that ageinst
the threat of German fascism thsy were
fully protected by the big “democra-
cies" of the West, particvlarly Dy
France with whom Czeckoslov akian
"democracy™ had a mutual assist«nce
pact graramtccing each others swfcﬁy
against an aggressor. There was also
a "pact with the greut Soviet peorla”
who would coue tc save the masses from
Hitler should he ottemot to invade
Czechoslovikiae As to the
denger of Fascism, the masses  wore
tcld by Stalinism and Social democracy
to rely wupon tho "domocratic forces"
which were dopondabls in a strugzle
for tho workers! interosts.

And so the "great democrat ic
front® of Stalin, French imporialism
and Bzech bourgeoisie was formed, ful-
ly supported by the masses who with
misguided faita followed their mis-
leaders. The star of hore that guided
the daily activities of the victims of
the opportunists was "the democratic
front against fascism." In.tho gigun-

internal giving glidb promises

dic May Day demonstration of 19 38,
Just a few months before the mentally
blind-folded masses  were pushed into
the yamwming chasm, the workers marched
not under the slogans "Intcrnational
proletarian solidarity," "Class strug-
gls against the tourgeoisie," and "For
a workerst and peasantstrepublic,"” but
under the trecacherous sign of the
bourgeois—~—Stalinist "democFatic fronty'
The photograrh of tais elaborate May
Day par.de appcared in the Stalinist
pross:

"The May Day domonstruation in
Prague 1is pictured. Floots depict
the  domoeratic front -— Paris —
Prague - Moscow — ugainst fascism."
(Daily Worker, Junc 4, 1938.)

Almost to the very day when thc betray-
+l was consummated the Czochiosiovakian
massads were prevented by their mislead-

ers from awakoning to the dunger, were
chloroformed into o scense of sccurity
by a spoll-binding barrage of reassur-
ing illusions. The Stalinist and So-
cial-democratic opportunists instilled
in the workers' minds relianec not upon
revolutionary action of the masses bui
upon "democracies," wupon "collective
socurity," and 1last but not least, re-
liance upon Stalin.

"And who can doubt that the
strengkh of Czechoslovukia comcs not
only from her own love of literty,

but <{rom the strength whick she de-
rives from COLLECTIVE SECURITY pacts

with the Scviet Unicn  and France?"
(Daily Workor, Juns 14, 1938.)

Stalin's _diplomats and ugents were
without indicating

even the slightest rescrvations:

"Remember that Litvinov has said
that the Soviet Union will fulfill
all of its obligations towurds Cze-
choslovakii, as stipulated ty the
pacte There 1is no doubt but that
this socialist stat> pursucs quite a
different policy than that of imperi
alist states.

"Mhe people of the Soviect Union
gay that whien Hitlor attacks Czeclio-
slovakia, they will help." (Gottwald,
quoted by  Theodore Draper, Daily
Worker, June 4, 1938.)



- 15 -

"W§Ye have our principles and wo
are tied by our treaties. Ve will
be feithful to these principles and
to these treaties." (Alexander
A. Troyanovsky, Daily Worker, May 26,
1938.)

"Above all, Hitler cannot doubt
the firmness and resolve of Czecho-
slovakials allies. The Soviet Union
and France will tulfill their oblig-
ations." (G. Peri, World News and
Views, Sept. 10, 1938, p. 1011.)

The wunsuspecting Stalinist and
Socialist workers took it all in with
g quiet trusting attitude and confi-
dent hope. Later the Stalinists wrig-
gled out of all these promisags and as-
surances declaring thoy would. fight if
France fought.

Wnile the masses were paralyzed
in the sirait-jacket of opportunism,
not in Czechoslovakia alone but also
in France, and not only in thesc two
countries but throughout the entire
world including the  burocraticully
stifled Soviet Union, the tragic drama

~of the destruction of the contemporary
labor movement moved on to the next
stuge.

To any one whouse mind was free
from opportunist confusion and was 0b-
serving events with Marxist wunder-
standing, the course of history had
beon manifestly clear. The 4{sam-work
between the Ygreat democraclies"™ and
the Fascist powers was a fact. It
could be seon with a ndked eye in the
principal mile-posts: rearmament of
German imperialism; Saar, Austria.
The attitude of Stulinism towards Hit-
ler's advanceswas that of philosophic
resignation with polite gesturcs to
Hitler as exemplificd by Litvinov's
speech of January 19, 1 9 3 5 at the
Council of the League of Nations:

"With great satisfaction we can
today record tihe success of the ap-
plication of the right of seli-det-
ermination of +the peoples, which
reprosents one of the basic prin-
ciples of the international policy
of my governmert.....The great maje-
ority of the Suur people has told
us that it wishos to remain Gorman

and that it wishes to share that
destiny of its countrymen in every
respect. Wo must confine ourselves
to respecting such a decision and
to congratulating the German peonle
upon the return of its sons in the
Saar."

The cold-blooded role the "demo-
cracies" performed when Hitler seized
Austria made many a sinple-minded
petty-bourgeois gasp in astonishment.
That tihe policy of the "demccer.cics"
was tacit approval of Hitler's predat-
ory acts wos "wmmistakable and sinister,
The seizure of Austria was but t he
pattern of evonts to come. A few pre-
liminary steps and Hitlerism would
reach out to engulf more territeries,
its gigantic tide sweeping to the East
towards the Ukraino and the Black Soa.

Hitlor's 1lever in Czechoslovakia
was the Henlein Nazi party. The day-
to-day developments tostified to the
growing strength of the German nation-
alist poison. The fraternization of
the toiling masses with their exploit-
ers under the Stalinist and Social-
democratic Ybanner of "democracy" in
Czoghoslcvakia and othor "democratic
countries raacted disastrously wupon
the workers. It facilitatod tho ef-
forts of tkhe Nazis to break down class-
consciousness among the Germun workers
und undor tihe sign of "racial purity"
end "national unity" make drumaticully
swift inroads not only among tiic petty-
bourgecoisie but even into the ruanks of
the prolotariat.

It must be neted thut tihc Czech
"democrutic! capitalists did absolute-
ly not..ing to stop tlie Henlein move-
ment, though they were quite awar e
tiiet the ultimate aim of the Sudeken
Nazis was unification with Berlin. The
roason for this was that the Czech
bourgeoisic, unlike the misled prolet-
arlat, put its class intcrosts above
the guestion of State btoundarics, and
fearing a reoveolutionury developmont
within the proletariat saw in  the
Sudeten Nazis a safeguard for private
property. Tae  Stalinists rovealed
this onc montin before the Seventi Con-
gress:

WHow wag it that the Government
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did nothing 1in order to check the
development of a movement which was
obviously in the service of Hitler?
The answer is: The Henlein party
was founded in order to prevent the
radicatization process taking place
in the German working masses from
developing in a revolutionary dir-
ection. And here the class inter-
ests of the Czech and the German
bourgeoisie coincided." (Inprecorr,
June 22, 1935 p. 68l.)

The Stalinists also admitted that
the imperialistic. Czech bourgeoisie,
steeped in greaed for immediate gains,
played into the hands of the Hitlerites
through the Czech nationalist policy:

"This advance of fascism is par-
ticularly serious in  the German
districts where the Henlein fascists
are making wuse of the nationalist
discrimination policy of the Czech
bourgeoisie in their fascist propa-
ganda and hardly conceal their real
aim -~ union with Hitler Germany —
by means of asseveraticns of loyal-
ty. The government 1is not taking
any action agsinst this fascist
propaganda, still less is it doing
anything against the Czech fas-
cists." (Inprecorr, May-18, 1935,
p. 559.)

One would be in error to conclude
that under the cry of defonse of Czo-
choslovakia aguinst Hitler. the Stalin-
ist burocrats were concerned with the
dreadful 1ot that would befall the
Stalinist and Soclalist workers, the
first to perish in corcentration camps
and on the scaffold. It would be idle
to expect this from ©Stalinism. The
only interests that Stalinism defends
are the interests of the Kremlin
clique and the privileged burocratic
crust of Soviet society.

Lest the reader desludes: himgnlf
with the idea that the hearts of the
Stalinist burocrats bleed for the
workers whom they themselves bring un-
der the heel of fascism, we cite the
fact that the leaders of the Stalinist
Comintern, years back, at the Twelfth
Plenum in 1932, even charged the Nazi
movement with betraying the national
cause o0f German minorities in other

gountries. Stalinism accused the Nazi
leaders of cowardice for not daring to
demand btack the German territories
given by the Versalilles treaty to
Poland:

"What has been the nationalism
of the Nazis in the question of the
territories of Gorman nationalities,
severed from Germany? An open be-
trayal of the national cause of the
Tyrolese. Unconditional surronder
in the Anschluss-Quostion of  the
Austrians. The ©Nagi lcaders have
not even dared to put point blank
the guestion of the reunion of the
Polishk territories snatched from
Germany, with their German popu~
lation." (Kuusihen, Prepare for Po-
wer, p. 145.)

Thus the Stalinists in those days act-
ually egged the Nazis on to declare
for seizure of territories, against
which seizure the Stalinists today
hypocritically protest.

Thus, not only were the workers
of German minorities in Czechoklovakia
and in other countries not forewarned
that Hitler, once in power, would
strive with might and main to lay his
bloody hands upon them but thmy wero
actually made to Dbelieve the fatal
fairy-tale that the Nazis werc not
nationalistic enough.

In the Latter part of September
1938, against the Dbackground of the
living textures of the historical do-~
velopument within the camp of the pro-
letariat and that of the bourgooisic,
the great imperialist powers, “demo-
cratic" and fascist, made a sharp turn
towurds cooperation. A moment tefore,
to those who contomplate history in a
mysterious haze, the capitalist world
tottefed on the brink of doom.

To avoid unnecessary porilous
leaps, ¢the great imperialist powers
staged an elaborate monster fraud of
an immodiate threat of an armed corn-
flict among themselves and used the
nervo-wracking "war" scare which they
created to pave the path for the
"peace" talks in Munich.

But  though Stalin's diplomacy
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failled to perpetuate the division am~
ong the imperialists, his burocratic
agents of the Comintern - with Social-
denocracy contributing its share of
petty-bourgeois poison — were highly
successful in completely dazing the
masses with the ultra-Rightist fumes.
Living with their minds in an imagin-
ary world, the guileless Socialist and
Stalinist workers hopefully anticipat-
ed that the "great democracies" and
the "great Soviet people" would save
them from the clutches of the sadistic
Fascists, German as well as Czechoslo-
vake

But the writing was there already
on the wall. As in the previous cases
of betrayal of the proletariat by the
Stalirist and Socialist burocrats the
new treachery culminated 1in purost
horror for the Czechoslovak masses.

When the Stalinists in 1924—1927
shacikled the Chinese masses to tho
bourgeoisie through the ultra~Rightist
line, it was Chiang Kai-shclk, thcoy de-
clared, who betrayed the Chinese mass-
es. When through ultra-Leftism they
delivered the German masses to Hitler,
it was Social-democracy they insisted
which was entirely responsible for the
betrayal. Now the Stulinist buroorats
raisod the cry that it was Charberlain
who was a traitor to the cuuse of
"democracy," or,in plain language, who
turned the masses of Czechoslovakia
over to Hitleo's cutthroats.

It must be pointed out that to
the Stalinist burocrats Chamberlain's
policy was hardly a surprise. If the
masses, lulled with treacherous pro-
mises and dcped with illusions had no
clue to the actual trend of affairs,
the Stalinist burocrats had. Lost in

the barrage of fakes about "collective
socurity"® and ‘“democratic £front
agoinst Fascism" were crumbs of ncws
of an extrencely serious nature. The

Stalinists all along: knew of the true
character of the policy of tho British
governmont and also of tho pclicy of
their ally, the TFrench government.
For example, they saw tho oricentation
of the democracies as oarly as in the
Spring of this yeur, during tie Anglo-
French talks in London:

"It 1is already a truism that

+ the Chamberlain governmont is seek~
ing an agrecement with the fascist
aggrossors at all costs..... It is
clear that with the united efforts
of Britain and France Jjointly with
other states which opposo war, it
would be easy to curb fascist ag-
grossion, but only along the lines
of colloective security.

"However, the results of the
Anglo-French talks in London have
nothing in common with the organiz—
ation of collective security. The
decision adopted on the most im-
portant international questions by
the British and French ministers
directly encourage the aggressors
in their further  activities of
plunder - .......the confasrence of the
Anglo-French ministers actually
cupitulated to the aggressors.”
(Pravda, May 10, 1938.)

Ardl from the following statements
it is obvious trat the Stalinist buro-
cracy had its eyes wido open when it
led the Czeclhioslovak masses into the
tr ¢p of Fuscism:

WThero is really very little
mystery about the visit of the Nazi
leader of the Sudeten districts in
Czechoslovakia, Konrad Henlein, to
Loncéon, The he.dquarters of the
Chumberlain Tory government and of
the Cliveden set is where all fas—
cists planning adventure of plunder
and rupine go before taking their
next etepee..... Churberlain desires
avove all  to create the conditions
whereby the Czeech Republic will
meet the fato of Austria."(Gannes,
Duily Worker, May 14, 1938.)

"There 1s every evidence that
Prime Minister Chamborlain is work-
ing huind in hand with Hitler to
tuin Czoechoslovakia over to thke
brutal mercies of the Fascist war
machines..." (Daily Worker, Jumne
14, 1938.) '

Thus the Stalinists know that, as
matters stood in the Spring, the doom
of the Czechoslovak masses was decidecd
on by the leaders of world imperialism.

- Had there been a Leninist party
in Czechoslovakia, or at least in the
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Sudetenland, it would have made clear
to the workers the distinction between
Marxism, gathering dust, and flourish-
ing opportunism. The nature of Stali-
nism (burocratic centralism of the
proletarian State), how it originated
and developed (Stalin-Zinoviev-Kamenev
conspiracy; Trotsky's game of peace-
making; the rcle of the Lovestoneites),
Stalin's method {(ultra-Left and ultra~
Right zigzags) of preventing the erec—
tion of another —— unburocratized -
proletarian state, would have been made
plain to the workers. The record of
the major misleaders, Stalinism and
Social-democracy, as mirrored in the
history of the betrayals in China,
Gerpany, Spain and elsewhere -~ the re-
cord as black as the ace of spades =
would have been fully presented to the
masses. Not reliunce upon bourgeois-
Stalinist treaties,these deadly snares
for the toiling masses; not depcndence
upon hollow "collective security"
whose fictitious, deceitful nature was
cowercd up with hypoeritical Stalin-
Socialist-liberal chatter; not mis-
placed trust in "democracles" stopping
Fascism; not wunity with their bourg-
eoisie under Dr. Benes should have
been the policy of the Czechoslovak
workers. Independence of proleturian
struggle against wll its enecmies,
unity with revolutionary workers of
other countries, alliance with the
oppressed, impoverished peasantry, the
struggle for workers'!, peasants! and
soldiers? Soviets, to establish a
toilers' republic - this should have
been the line of the workers of Czecho-
slovakia.

Some completely demoralized
people whose brain is corroded with
racifist acid will exclaim: But

worldn't that involve a hopelass war —
a wer with the Czech Tbourgeoisie and
witk Hitier? Precisely! Such "hope-
wer against its own end forei gn
irmperialism was conducted by the Rus-
sian proistariat led by Lenin. Such
"scneless" wur against tha French
brurgeoigie, with the victorious Prus-
Sian army standing at the gates of
Pari: was fought by the Parisiaa pro—
lotarias in 1871. Marx had 1little
dovbt trhat the workers of Paris, iso-
lated from the rest of France and led
for’' the most part by petty-bourgoois

MY AL
L2eg

utopian idoulists,
chance against the
and Bismarck. Yet, in a letter to
Kugelman he wrote that caplitulation
without a fight would have demoralized
the workerse

hardly stood a
armies of Thiers

A federated Soviet republic of
Czechoslovakia, gsct uwp even for a
brief poriod, would have electrified
the French, the world prolectariat and
would have called Stalin's hand. The
treacherous character of the Stalinist
betrayers and rencgados would have
been exposed Dbefore the masses of tho
ontire world. Protected by natural
powerful Dbarriers and fortifications
which ranked among the mightiost in
the world — all of which was handod
over by the dastardly Czech bourgeoisie
to Hitler, tho toilers would have
put up one of the most glorious fights
in the history of the struggle of the
oppressed against their oppressors.
Under a Bolshevik 1leadership  they
would have hoisted the Red flag of
proletarian revolution, overthrowing
Benes and rushing to the forts and
mountain passes would have attempted
to hold back Hitler whilc appealing
for assistunce to the workers of all
countrios, particularly to those of
France, the Soviet Union and Germanys.
Guided by revolutionary international-
ism, the proletariat of Czcclioslovakia
would have fratornized with tho German

workers  increasing their classe
consciousnesss This inspiring oxample
of proleturian solidarity would have

aroused the workers in Poland and in
other countries to a struggle against
capitalism.

But therc was no Leninist party
in Bzechoslovakia. The politically
disabled masses wore held iholuctably
in the stoel spider-web of opportunist
decoption. The Stalinist and Socialist
betrayers deliberately prevented the
possibility of smashing tho Czoechoslo-
vak exploitors and establishing a pro-
letarian roepublic after the cxumple of
the Russian workers in 1917. The work-
ers were tricked into fruternizing with
their own Dbourgcoisie. The result
was that they without a fight wero de-
divercd to TFascism to die in prisons
and concentration camps of thieir own
bourgeoisie and of the Nazis.
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Not only the advancea workers who
were indoctrinated with the illusions
about bourgeois democracy and were the
first victims of their cowardly ex-
ploiters, btut thousands of refugses,

Jews, petty-bourgeois democratio
idealists were forcibly delivered to
Hitler.

And as for an asylum for refugees
escaping  persecuticn, it is a fact

well-known to the Stalinist burocrats,
that at no tine wus there in Czec ho-
slovakia a real asylum for the victims
of reaction:

"There has never been any right
of asylum in Cgzechoslovakia for
anti-fascist emigrants." (Inprecorr,
March 9, 1935, p. 296.)

As every other bourgeois demodcracy
in time of supreme crisis, the Czech
democracy cast off its hypocritical
mask and proceeded to institute Fas-
cism. The "democratic front"-—
Prague-Paris-lioscow — against Fascism
ceased to exist in the imaginations of
the misled Stulinist workers. In real
life this . "front" never existed. The
Czechosloviak Dbourgeoisie ceased being
the vassal of French imperialism and
became a vassal of Hitler.

Having skillfully poured into the
masses the stream of ultra-Rizht
poison for a fow years now,the Stulin-
1st burocrats during the hectic days
at the close of September transformed
this stream into a veritable Niagara
of monstrous illusions and insorisibil-
ity-producing fakery. The widc sweep
ot deception touched the most ficti-
tious shorcs. "Franch Poople Firm for
Pacts to Save Peace, Czechoslovakial
shricked the chloroforming headline in
the Duily Worker, September <0, 1938.
And the "expert" on international af-
fairs, Harry Gunnes, in the same issue
of the Daily Worker assured the work-
ors that "Daladier and his fellow cup-
itulators will face the mighty and
poworful Popular Front." This "mighty"
and "powerful" Stalinist-initiated
ultra~Rightist device was alresady in a
state of docay and wus soparated by
only a few duys from complete collapse.

"he people will be heard! 1In

the latest news, it is the PEOPLE who
are beginning to say THEIR word" was
the discovery by the editor of the
Duily Worker on Septembor 21, 1G38.

Major diplomatic frauds of inter-
national impcriauliem wore held up bo-
fore the bewildercd massos as wecapons
of struggle uagainst Hitlor. ‘“America
should roaffirm its adhoer:once to tho
princintes of the Kellogg-Briand Pact
whiich provids for Jjoin% condemnation
of an aggressor" said the Duily Worker
editorial on Soptember 23, concealing
the fact, long ostablished by Lenin,
that all imperialist powers uro aggros-
sors. And in this case the aggrcssors
against Czechoslovakia — to trunsform
it into a spring-voard for an attack
upon the sick workors State - woro not
Germany and Italy alone, but also Eng-
land, France and America to whom the
Amarican workers were told to look for
action to save the Czechoslovak masses.

"The widest possible mobiliza~
tion of all peace-loving forces is
necded to urge President Roosevelt
to declarc the U, Se government
ready t0 consult with all govern-
monts interested in preserving
poace, and onforccomont of paragraph
338 of the Tartff Act to stop all
trade with Gormany™——

was the "Bolshevik" tactic offcrad by
the raving Stalinist burocrat, Israel
Amtor, in the Duily Worker oI Septcombar
28th. "United Czochoslovak DPeopl e
will not yicld, says brothor oi Bones"
the Duily Worker reportcd in the same
issue. "Indications mount that the
Czechoslovak people intend to rosist
enslavemont by Hitler" licd desperate-
ly the editors of the Daily Worker on
October lst. This was the day of the
hugoe Stalinist "Savo Czechoslovakial
purade which was part of their game of
covoering-up their ghastly betrayal,the
very day whon tho cowardly Czeclhi bourg-
eoisie, having ordered the army to
clear the roads and mountuain passes,
let tho Hitler troops onter Czochoslo-
vakia. The main aim the Comintern par-
sued, .that of prevonting thc masses of
Czachoslovakia, shaken by tlhie crisis,
from establishing a Czechoslovak work-
ecrs republic was crowned
witih succoss.
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Following the consummation of the
betrayal, ths Stalinist burocrats pro-
ceeded to cover up the new hideous
crime against the workers. This work
was done neatly, and so far, quite
successfully. While in Czechoslovakia
radical workers, Jews and other prey
of Fascism were being destroyed, many
destroying themselves, the Stalinist
burocrats placed the heavy accent upon
themes that drew the minds of the
Stalinist workers away from the cent-—
ral picture of historicul developments.
"LEWIS CALLS C I O COKNVENTI(N NOV 14"
(Main headline, Daily Worker, October

6, 1938). "A F L COUNCIL LEADER ASKS
UFITY WITH C I O" was the chief hoad-
linc in the Daily Worker, October 8,

sandwiched between two 1lightor ones
"YANKS,CUBS CLASH IN WORLD'S SERIES AT
STADIUM TODAY" and "CHAMBERLAIN TRIES
TO DRAG BPAIN TO THE GALLOWS."

* % *x %

The cold-blooded botrayul of the
Czechoslovak masses 1is but an added
link to the long and gory chain of the
anti-workingclass treachery and crimses
of Stalinism from 1922 on, the cihief
enemy among thic workers wiich is aided
directly or indirectly by all otlor
opportunist toendencies within the pro-
letariat. And wunless Stalinism and
the rest of the opportunist forces are
exposed and thus smashed,new betrayals
are as good as certain.

Owing to the burocratic distor-
tion and degoneration of the first pro-
letariun State thero is a furious tem-
pest of +the blackest reaction raging
throughout the entire world. To speuk
of encouraging signs at this momont is
to docoeive the workers. The outlook
is dark. But dark though it is, it is
not hopclesse Truc, numerous, roally
priceless achievements won by the in-
tornationul workingclass over & period
of decudes of bitter struggle have
been rutilessly swept away by the sav-
age bourgeois reaction and the vile
Stalinist burocrucy. But all is not
lost. Many of the guins such as the
limited rights of organization, propa-
ganda, etc. are s8till 5Lald by the
workers in Frunce, England, America
and in a few other countries. Much
can and must be done to [.0ldl what is

. In the Saarbrucken speech Hitler
flung a thinly disguised threat ag~

ainst the ©Soviet Union, pointed out
even by the bourgeois press. But the
Stalinist Ddburocrats, fearing that

their followsrs might bacome greatly

- aldrmed and start out upon the path of

investigation and frightful discovor-
ies, changed the emphasis in Hitler's

speech. "HITLER FLINGS NEW THREAT TO
FRANCE® was the heavy line across the

front page of the Daily Worker, Octo-
ber 10, 1938, Thce topmost Theadlime
road  "YANKS WIN; BREAK ALL RECORDS
WITH 3RD STRAIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP." A s
the terror against the massos spread
throughout +Czechoslovakia the Stalin-
ist burocrats Thegan to treat this
gruesome tragedy as morely "....the
episode of Czechoslovakia..." (Daily
Worker, October 12, 1938,page <
column 6.)

®* %x Kk %k %

left and utilize it for the struggle to
overthrow capitalisms Every effortmst
be made to defend the remnants of the
conquest of October — the socialized

Induatry — against both majar devastat-
ting forces inside and outside the
preletariat, the ©Stalinist burocracy
and world imperialism. The furious

cyclonc of bourgeois roaction can and
mast bo beaten back. Lenin's cnalysis
may, after all, prove correct, that
this is the cpoch Of imperialist war
and proletarian rovolution.

But it is im?ortant to bear in
mind that things don't happen by theme
selves, oither in the camp of the
bourgecisie or in the camp of the pro-
letariat. Marx, Engels and Lenin
stressed the importance of conscious
revolutionary activity. Apathy and
demoralization arec deadly encmics of
the workers and must  be ruthlessly
combatted for they invite defeats. An
attitude of marking time, of dubious
speculations augurs fatal consequonces
for tic masscs. Passive trust in the
future is rank idioecy. Only the cour-
age of an active mind, commensurate
with the gravity of the historical mo-
ment, can cope with the task of areus-
ing the masses aguinst its enomies. If
one really wants t0 see the end of

this long spell of reaction und the
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beginnin~ of the turninz of the tide

torards proletarian ro=volution, one
must worik for itd
The task is clear. Opportunism

must be destroyed root and branch. 4
flaming searchlight of exposure must
be thrown uvnon Stalinism and other op-
portunist forces. The entire develop-
ent of burocratic degeneration of the
Soviet Union, Trotsly's, Bucharin's
role in assisting to bring about this
degeneration must be made xnown to the
workers in fullest detail. It must be
made »lain how Stalin, aided Dby the
Lovestones and Fosters, transformed
the Comintern into a powerful engine
of reaction. The knowledge of the
post -Leninist development is essential.

Unless this is done, unless tho
workers have the precise knowledge of
how and when Stalinism arose, of what
it is, what mcthod it pursucs to prc-
vent the formation of another prolct-
arian State, and thus, as a result,
betrays onc scction of the world pro-
lotariat after another to Fascism, the
workers will be unable to fizht Stal-
inism and cstablish a new rovolution—
ary party. Life to them, without them
knoving it, 1s a thiclat of offcctive
opportunist bluff and deception imper-
vious to thc cyce

There arce two altcrratives the
world prolctariat is faced with today:
climination of Stalinism and other op-
portunism from its midst or wmiversal
Fascism. Therc is no other! It is
impossible to reach the cntire working-
claoss at once; 1t is nccessary to
rcaca at first the class—~conscious
varguard, particularly thot scction
vhich is in the grip of Stalinisme. The
lcssons of China, Germony, of Spain,
now of Czcchoslovakia, must be brought
home to the proletariat in all their
historicnl simificance. The central
point to rcmember —~ the masscs had no
Bolshevil: party to lcad themd

Only by attacking the cvil at its
roots can the situation bo saved for
the enslaved toiling msscs and for the
oppressed races and nationse Only by
malzing it clear to the workers that
since 1923 the world proletariat has
been following the Stalinist  policy;
that Stalin's ultra-Left and ultra-
Rizhit zigzazs arc rcally onc singlc
linc of deep-laid strategy to prevent
prolctarian revolution; only by the
persistent work of tearing the prolcot-
arian vanguard from thc mod carnival
of opnortunist dclusions can a ncv
Leninist movement of granite hardness
be built and the masscs s tirred
towards a victorious strugglce to save
the remnants of QOctover, to overthrow
world capitalism and proceced to crect
the Communist socictye

**The follovingz was laoft out from pe.7:

An important point to be borno in mind
symbolic of the dastardly nature of
tiac Czoch vourgecoisic 1is that as the
first payment to the Allicd imporial—
ists for thc ostablishment of a Czech
State, the Czech bourgecoisic assisted
in the attempt to destroy  Sovict
Russia and massacred teas of thousands
of Rud workers and peasants in Siberia
in 1918, 1919 nnd 1920.

The Cgech Dbourgeoisic wundor the
leadersalp of Mazaryk and his forcign
minister Benes, did not even recogmiszo
horzor among thiecves,. When the Polish
imperinlist Dbandits, adding another
cruel trial to the terrible ordeml of
the Russian masses, scnt almost their
entire army agrinst the Red Republie,
the Czecli bourgeoisie utilized the op-
portunc momont to snatch from the
Polcs a scction of Silcsiae

Mazaryk and Benes werc rcecal ime-
perialist robbers. The only thing
that preventcd them from grabbing more
than they did was their mterial and
military limitations, the dwarfishness
of their cmpirc. Sometime ago e
Stolinists did not hide the incontro-
vertible truth about the imperialist
nature of Czochoslovakia under Mazaryk
and Bencss

"Czechoslovakia ~hich had hardly

obtained tiwc national independence
to which it was  undoubtedly eon-
titled, made an impcrialist con-
quest and acquired possession of
Carpatho Ukrainiae Instecad of
granting autonomy to this Ukrainian-
Magyar country, as definitely laid
dowvn in the Treaty, Czcchoslovakia
immediately  bogan to oppress it
nationally, to fill all tae posts
with Czechs, with white guardists
who had fled from Russia and, in
cxceptional casecs, with corrup% Uk
rainians who sevircly carricd out
Czechish desircs." (Inpr ocorm

April 7, 1932, p. 307.)




LOVESTOREIGH AND THY CZECLOSLOVAKIAN BETHAYAL

What was the Lovestoncites® part
in the Czechosliovakian crisis? In
waat way dida Lovestoneism lend aid ard
coufort to Stalirism and,consequently,
to the iatsrnational ‘tourgeoisie?

The Lovestoneites are "ever-chang-
ing" ard yot Tundamortally thny .remain
the sarei ... Thelr dbagie’ line i tnat.of
sappost. 6. BB 1inisen, . but o apper-
anco-g sae  Tae suppert.is alwwys dis-
guised with rejection of some points in
Stalinls policy and with general "crit-
icism."  Buried away in the Lovestore
literature is hidden their zigzag poli-
cy whaich, a carerful survey proves, is
definitely ir line with the Stalinist
zigzags. The ultra-~-Left policy through
whica the Stalinist cligue systeuatic-
ally rlinaed and strangled the German
workers was ushered in witih Lovestonels
direct and sagor assistance when he was
still the Stelin-made secrctary of the
"Cornmunist Party." He really brought
forward the fraud of "social Fascism"
&and nolpod distort the workers' under-
standing of Social-domocracy by stating
that Uocial-dewocracy was collaborating
in all forms of fascism:

"There is a noticeable and rapid
fusion of sgoclalist reformism with
tho capitalist state and increasing-

ly opcn collaboration between social-

ist reformisr. and fascism in all its
forms." (Jay Lovestone, The Coumunist,
Nov. 1828, p.66C. My emphasis-G.M.)

Expelled by his former lieutenants who

obediently carried out Stalinl's instruc-

tions, Lovestone went into "opposition"
to tiae policy of "social fascism," ox—
horting the Comintern to abandon it.

The nultra~Left 1line which Stalin
brouzit into play to continue prevent-
iag preletarian revolution was pictured-
as a "mistake." The truth is, of course,
tast *hrough the policy of “eriticising"
tac Stalinist Judases the Lovestoncites
weio weconplishing the purpose of ap-
1 aring before the workers as the true
foiivyers of Leninism, at the sams
time strengthoning the illusion that
Stalinism was devoted to the interosts

of the proletariat and could be influ-
enced and ‘“correctod." The Stalinkst
trap rezwined uncxposed and did  its
work. Tarough the ultra-Left period
the Lovestoneites saw to it that noth-
ing of the true history of the devel-
opment of durocratic centralism in the
Soviet Unicn and in the Comintorn be-
cure known to the workers. Issential-
ly, thercfore, Lovestone went hand in
hand with his former bosse.

When ¢tho Stalinist gang held its
"Seventh Congress," on  the floor of
which the present ultra-Right trap of
Popular Frontism and coopcration with
Social-democracy was officially set up
Lovestone rmade an about-face and took
up & position somewhat to the Left of

he Dtalinists. The new zigzag was
not revoalod as Jjust a part of the
Stalinist general linc to prevont re-
volution, The motives of Stalinism,
the workers were assured by the Love-
stoncites, were of devotion to the

masses, and it was necessary to start
the work of "correcting" Stalin all
over again.

"he International is actually

in danger of Ybreaking with revolu-
tionary principlessese..Wo must not
exaggerate the degree to which the
Comintern has gotten off the rails.
Its motives are thosc of unswcrving
loyalty to tane proletariat ana that
is our assct to be counted on in
fighting to correct its incipient
bludners." (Bertram D. Wolfe, "“The
Comintzrn in Danger of Degeneration"
Workers Age, August 10, 1933.)

Maintaining silence conceraning
the purpose of Leftist and Rightist
policy,the Lovestoneitcs fed the worst
illusions to the ensnared workorsa
After a scries of the bluckest deeds,
almost a decade and a hal¥ after the
first Comintern bvetrayzl in Germany in
1923 the Lovestoneites coolly assuted
the masses that Stalin's internatioral

engine of counter-revolution could be
“rospored" to Bolshevism:
"For the very Treason that the
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CpPSU, which 1s a Communist Farty
building socialism, completely do-
minates the Comintern, it would be
wrong to deny the possivility of
restoring the Communist Internation-
al to revolutionary principlese...."
(Workers Age, May 15, 1937.)
One must bear in mind that this Love-
stoncite poison, which helped Stalin-
ism to continue its grip upon the mass-
es, was poured into the workers'! minds
irarediately after the May Days in Bar-
celona when the hands of the Stalinist
burocracy. were gtill dripping with the
blood of the best workers of Spaine
This Lovestoneite fakery was spread
aong the masses more than four years
after ©Stalinism, assisted as today by
the Lovestoncites, delivered the Ger-
man workers to Hitler}

To bse sure the Lovestonsites punc-
tuate their support to Stalinism with
severe sounding “eriticism" such as
the following one:

"Stalinism is fast reaching tho
end of its rope and is revealing it-
sélf a dangerous anti-labor influ-
once." (Workord Age,June 11,1938.)

This indefinite evaluation is but
ono of the avenues of Lovoestoneite eva~
sion. In a direct way the Lovestoneites
falsify the purpose for which Stalin
employs his Comintern:

"Today the Comrunist Party 1s
primarily dedicated to two tasks:
(1) to defend Soviet foreign policy
as ralpracticed by Stalin; and (2)
to defend the bloody Stalin regime,
especially the so-called 'trials! in
the Soviet Union." (Jay Lovestone,
Workers Age, June 4, 1938.)

On the surface this looks like a
strong anti-Stalinist blast. In real-
ity it is a subtle distortion and a

valuahle assigstance to Stalirism. The
"Cummani st Party" since Stalin got
coutrol of it is primaril dedicated

t2 the following tasks: 1) to prevent

tae riso of a new Marxist party, 2) to
roavent rroletarian revolution, and 3)

to forestall the removal of the Stalin-
is% burocracy. Its work in relation

to Stulin's foreign and internal poli-

cy 1s supplementary.

. Had the advanced workers of Cze-
choslovakia known the e xact nature of
Stalinism, had they been clear as to
tho true aim bYehind the policies of
the Comintern, had they understood the
role of Social-democracy, little doubt
that these advarced workers would have
joired a revolutionary party which
would have prepared the masses for any
contingency. In the task of blind—
folding the proletariat of Czechoslo-
vakia the Lovestoncites played a crim-
inal part. They have admitted that
their group in Czechoslovakia supported
not. only the counter-revolutionary
Social-democracy but also and mainly
tha treacherous and bloody Stalinist
burocracy. Reporting this fact the
Lovestoneites work themselves up to a

high pitch of excitement and manifest
a touch of the romantic. Taking ad-
vantago of the impossibility of veri-
fying the facts, the Lovestoneiltes
present the ridiculous fantasy that a
section of the -Czechoslovak Stalinist
"Party" accepted the Lovestoncite pol-
itical line:

"It is intoresting to note that
in Asclr the Communist Party is be-
ing more and more influenceé by the
CeP.0s Tho the district leadership
of C.P.in Asch has made many grave
mistakes flowing from the policy
dictated by the Prague 1leadership,
the membership of the party has ac—
copted the proposals of our group
on all decigive quostions. Thisg
was particularly true wien it came
to putting up economic, POLITICAL,
cultural and national dcmandse. Our
domand for the ligquidation of the
Honlein party and the arming of the
workers was unanimously accepted by
tiic district committes of the C.P.
The C. P. and C. P. O. arc go far
working closely together." (Workers
Age, July 2, 1938. My emphasis and
capitals - G.M.)

What revolutionary worker who had been
under the Stalinist influence <oes not
know that Stalin's main defense mecha~
nism against cven the mildest opposi-
tion consists of a solid wall of white
hot prejudice,intolerance and physical
inaccessibility? Eventually this wall
will crumble into dust. So far, how
ever, only the wildest imagination of
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unscrupulous opportunists, who effect-

ively employ bluff, bombast and decep-

tion, can discover cracks in this wall.
And yet, the Lovestoneites, without

batting an eyelash, tell their roaders

that the hermetically soaled minds of
thc mombership of the Stalinist party
apened to receive the proposals ad-

vanced by the Lovestone group of that

country. The most arresting point ad-

vanced by the Lovestoneites is that a
group of Stalinist loaders unanimously
agreed to the Lovestonecite demands.

Moreover, the Lovestoncites unblushing-

ly trunpct about the %Asch district,

where the Communist opposition was

particularly active and wherc tho lo~
cal C. P.followed the C.P.0O. 1line"

(Workers Age, July 9, 1938). And it
seéems that mnothing happened to the
Stulinist members uand leaders  who
"followed" tho political coursc mepped
out by the Lovestoncite C.P.0O. No re-
perts of wholesule oxpulsions, no vi-
cious denunciations of these people as

"Irotskyite-Bukharinite Fascist agents
of Hitlor, Mussolini and Fruncw!'; not

even a stern warning. Nothing! 1In-
decd times have changed to a marked
degrec if Jay Lovestone expo cts
serious workers to gulp down such rich
fish tules as thosc cooked up in bland
vorbiuge cited above.

There was only one statoment
which was ungu.stidnably true. "The
C. P. and C. P. O. are working closely
together." Working together not in
direct collaboration, of course, but
indirectly preparing the high tragedy
for the workers of Czechoslovikiae

In this connection it is worthy
of attention that the "Purty" with
which the Lovestoneites were "working
closely together" was regarded by the
bourgeoisie as an organization rosemb-
ling Gladstoniun liberals:

"Thanks to former Presidont Edu-
ard Benes's ruling years ago, that
no parties which aimed at the ovoer-
throw of democracy would be toler-
+tad in the democratic ropublic,the
Cormmunist Party of Czechoslovakia
developed for yocars along quite
unique lines. It Ybocame entirely
non-rovolutionary and 1long since
hai dropped all demonds for a "dic-
tatorship cf the proletariat.! It
became in aims and mecthods an or-
gunization closely rescmblin~ those
of the Gladstoniun kiberals in Bri-
tain." (New York Times, Oct.
21, 1988.)

One cannot 1look to Thac New York
Times for an explanaticn of the true
nature of St .linism und its poriodical
ensnaring ziszangs. Cortoinly not to
Lovestono who, ranking high in his
profession, witiiout doubt understinds
Stalin's bloody gume but who is highly
inarticul ..te on this vital question.
And wio, moreover, politicully «lways
assists Stalin to push the intornation-
&l workins class into tho abyss of
bourgeois fascist slavery.

The roots of the trcacherocus role
of Lovestoncism lic hidden in the
dusty past, iIin its corrupt origin as
the eager stirrup-holder for tlhic Stal-
inist cligue in tho Soviet Union. It
helps to perpectuate the Stalinist can-
cor within the working class for poli-
tically it is 1inextric.bly bdound wup
with th% Stalirist system. Only by
meuns of “thiorourhzoing exposurc can
tho opportunist discase of Lovestonc-
ism be stumpcd out and the Lonest ele-

monts under Lovestono's pernicious in-
fluence won over to a Lenin ist

organization.
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TROTSKYISM AND THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN BETRAYAL

Trotsky's line is neither an ac-
cident nor a temporary aberration
which time and criticism may cure. And
it would be a mistake to imagine that
Trotsky and his Cannons and Shachimans
are spilnning their policy in a casual,
amateurish, Jjumbling-along way. The
roots of the Trotskyist 1line lie
buried in the dusty facts of the post-
Leninist history of the Soviet Union
and the Comintern. Only a rigid in-
vestigation can unearth thesc roots.
The shocking truth is that Trotsky
bears a heavy responsibility for the
rise of Stalinism and therefore for
the blgck situation existing in the
world ‘today. :

Trotsky started out in 1922 with
opposing Lenin's 1line which was
for removing Stalin ("I am against re-
moving Stalin" Trotsky, MY LIFE, page
486). When Eastman revealed t0 the
world that Lenin had left a "will" to
the party advising the removal of Sta-
lin, Trotsky, wooing Stalin's g o0 d-
will, suppressed the truth,this impor-
tant documcnt embodying the Leninis t
policy against Staline. Trotsky wrotes

“"Comrade Lenin HAS NOT LEFT ANY
YWILL'; the character of his rela~
Yions to the Party, and the char-
acter of the Party itself, excludegd
the possibility of such a 'will'...
A1l talk with regard to a concealed
or mutilated 'will! is nothing but
a DESPICABLE LIE.....It sufficiesto
ask: 'If wo assume that the mali-
cious characterization of our lead-
ing Party comrades given by Eastman
is only part}y correct, how is it
possible that this Party should
have emerged from long years of 1l-
legal struggle, how could it stand
at the head of masses of milli-
ons, carried through the greatost
revolution of the wdrld, to further
the formation of revolutionary par-
ties in other countries??

"Thore is no sincere worker who
will believe in the picture painted
by Eastman." (Inpiecorr, September 3,
1925, pp.105,106. My emphasis—G.M.)

Much later, in explaining the reason
for his outrageous deception of ¢t h e

workers, Trotsky made an admission
that his policy toward the scheming
burocrat, Stalin, was that of concili-
ation and peace-making:

"My then statement on Eastman
can be understood only as an integ-
ral part of our then line toward
CONCILIATION AND PEACE-MA K ING. "
(Leon Tretsly, The Now Internation-
al, November 1934.)

Unity with Staliniem was the key-
note of Trotsky's platform of the Op-
position. Although the  Stalinists
transformed the party into an instru-
mont to secure and further the inter-
ests of the Usurper and his burocratic
pyramid, Trotsky honored this instru-
ment with the title "Leninist Russian
Communist Party."

"The opposition is for the unity
of the Party. Stalin propagates
his own program —— to 'cut off! the
Opposition — under the false flag
of a pretconse that the opposition
wants to crcate a 'second! party.
The Opposition answers with its
slogan: 'Unity of the Leninist Rus-
sian Comamunist Party AT ALL COSTS!
«eessour task 1is to prescrve the
unity of the party at ALL COSTS.™
(The Real Situation in Russia,
p. 125 — My emphasis—G.M.)

Waen Trotsky had been oxiled to
Turkey he was free to spoak. And in
an unguarded fashion, not unlike Stal-
in's reckless admission of the fact
that Lenin had left word to remove him
from the post of General Secretary,
Trotsky made the astounding confession
that he did all ho could to avoid a
struggle against Stalin. And  what
more, hoe statcd quite bluntly that he
did not regret the coursc he had fol-
lowed, and he made it quite plain that
he deliberately chose defeat instead
of victory!

"Po the last possibility I ave
oided the gtruggle. This 1is not
the place to discuss the question
whether it was correct at the price
of the greatest personal concession
to tend to preserve the ground of




collective work,or it was necessary
for me to go over to an offensive
along the entire line, despite the

absence for this of political bases.

The fact is that I chose the first
path, and degpite everything do not
repent it. There are victories
which lsad into a blind alley, and
there are defeats which open up new
ways." (Leon Trotsky, "What Happen-
ed and How," p. 34, Six articles

for the bourgeois press. My ompha~
sis - GoN.)
With this position as the basis,

Trotsky unfolded }is “Holshovik" line
of winning renegade Stalin back to
Bolshevism. Trotsky said no one could
tear him away from the Stalinist
"Cominterne"

"The Opposition neceds no other
soil than that of the Cormunist In-
ternational. No one will succeed
in tearing us away from it." (The
Strategy of the World Revolution,
P 86-)

The putrid criminals going by the
name of "Comnunist leaders" were paint-
ed by Trotsky as misled revolutionists:

"The Communist leaders, though
confused, poor and incapable, are
revolutionists or semi-revolution-
ists that have bYeen led from the
right track. That is not one and
tho sume. The social democracy must
be destroyed. The Communist Party
must be corrected.® (Leon Trotsky,
WHAT NEXT, p. 113.)

Meanwhile Stalin employed his ul-
tra~Left zigzag to paralyze and dis-
rupt the proletariat. Ahcad 1loomed
the monsttous botrayal in Germany. In
thoso critical three years (1930-1932)
it was necessary to tell the workers
the whole truth about the treacherous
nature of Stalinism which was strangl-
ing the world working class. No one
on this planet knew virtually the en-

tire truth except Trotsky. But Trotsky,

instead of warning the workers against
the "Comrmunist Party" as a dcadly trap
for the masses, did the very opposite:

"Our differences with the Party!'s
poliey, which isolates it from the

wasses and lmpedes the revolution-
ary movement in  this and other
countries, cannot eliminate the
fact that the Communist party is
the only working class party in tke
field, the only revolutionary party,
the only party which stands for the
intorosts of the working class

TODAY and TOMORROW." (The Militant,
Oct. 29, 1932. My emphasis—G.M.)

Tl.is Stalinist opium was given
the workers oxactly  three months
prior to Hitler's assuming power.

On Germany Trotsky's line misled
tho workers and played directly into
the hands of Stalin and the bourgooi-
sic. Trotsky helped riveting the
minds o0f the workers to Stalinism:.as-—
suring them that a Bolshevik turn on
the part of the Stalinists w as
inevitable. "For a turn in the poli-
cy of tho CeP.G." (The Militant, May
7, 1932). ‘"Leninist turn imperative
in Germany" (The Militant, June 25,
1932). "The About-face of the Stalin-
ists is inevitablel" (Loon T r o tsky
GERMANY WHAT NEXT, p. 182. My em-
phasis ~ G.M.)

All this, mnaturally, heclped to
tic the workers securely to the Stal-
inist countoer-revolutionary “party."

The only road that could have
saved the Gorman proletariat -~ the
building of a new Commmunist Party -~
was flatly rejected by Trotsky as
“crininal," insisting upon the policy
of "correcting" the Stalinist dburoce
rats:

"It would be a criminal act on
the part of the Opposition Commun-
ists to take, like Urbans and Co.
to the road of creating a new Com-
munist party, before malking some
gserious efforts t0 change the
course of the 0ld party."(Germany,
What Noxt, p. 184.)

Trotsky's evaluation of the pos-
sibility of Hitler taking power also
warked hand in glove with Stalinism.
Prior to the advent of Hitler to chan
cellorship through the constitutional
action of President von Hindenburg,
Trotsky with a true "Marxist" fore-
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gsight- wrote:

"If Hitler swears that he will
attain to power orly constitutionral-
ly then it i3 clear that the danger
of Fascism is not s¢ great today."
GERMANY, WHAT NEXT, p. 148.)

This misleading assurance was giv-
en to tane workers §n September 193!
But a few weeks after Hitler had been
given power, Trotsky muddled the work-
ers' minds with this piece of
"Marxian" analysis?

"There is no way of getting ar-
ound without the Nazis. But it is
likewise impesgibie to give over to
tkem the actual powel; today the
threat on the part of the prolet-
ariat is not go acute that the
higher-ups should consciously pro-
voke a civil war with problematic
outcome." (Trotsky Analyzes German
Situetion, THE MILITANT, February
24, 1933. My emphasis - G.M.)

In this mannet Trotsky objective-
ly rendercd.- Stalin and the German
bourgeodsic an extrenely 'valuable ser-
vice, helping to deceive, mislecad and
confuse the German proletariat and
turn it over to the terdoer mercies of
the Nazis.

So much for Trotsky's 1lirno dur-
ing the Stalinist ultra-Leftist "Third
Period."

When Stalin began to make the
turn — not toward Leninism,as Trotsky
had boen welling the workers, but to-
ward ultra-Rightism, Trotsky her o,
too, laid down a line that fucilitated
Stalin's dropping "social fascism" and
going over %o the close collaboration
witn Social-democracy, Trotsky launch-
ed his "French Twrn" backed bty the
distortion of the true character of
tho reactionary Social-democracy:

"The destiny of the proletariat
depends, in large measure,in our
epoch, wupon the resolute manner
with which +the social-democracy
will succeed in the brief interval
which is vouchsafed it by the march
of deveclopment, in breaking with
the bourgeois state, in transform-

ing itself and in preparing itself
for +the docisive stiuggls against

Fascism." (Thz New International,
“September-October 1934.)

This was a distortion cut out of
Lo whele clothe Life proved conclus-
ively that Social-democracy  never
breaks with the bourgeois State.

In the resolution approving the
French Turn, Trotsky divided Social.
democracy into twe sections: ons sec-
tion secving the bourgoeoisie, the oth-
er participating in the rovolution
against the bourgooisio:

"Po satisfy oneself with ab-
stractions .~ 'reformism,! 'sccond
internztionai! — is to ignore or
blw: the differences Dbetween a soc-
iai democracy which constitutes the
power of the bourgeoisie, and a so-
cial democracy whiéh participates
in & revolution ageinst the bourg-
ooisic." (Resolution on the French
Turn, approved by the October En-
larged Plemum of the L.C.I. (B.L.)

Preciscly what all the Browders and
Thorczes to:d *he workers in order to
trap them with the ultra-Right device
for preventing tho revolution against
the bourgeoicis.

The "united front"™ which the two
greacherous busocracies organized to
gut tlie proletariat was hailed by
Trotsky as embodying "possibilitiocs, "
"Wo have already sald that the united
fron; of thc Socialist and Communist
parties embodies immense possibilities.
If only it waonts it seriously, it will
tomorrow becomo master in France. But
the will must be there." (L. Trotsky,
WHITHER FRANCE, p. 43.)

That's how Trotsky greased the
road for the Popular Front government
that parclyzed and betrayed the French
WwOrkors.

In what way did the Trotskyites
througha tneir political position ron-

~der irestimable service to the Stalin-

ist reaction and international imperi-
alism, oaiding ©Stalinism to prevent
proletarian revolution in Czechoslovak-



ia, thereby betraying the toilers of
that country ti& Fascism?

The peril to the Czechoslovakian
masses, in their own ranks, lay in
Stalinism and Social-democracy. A g-
ainst these two powerful opportunist
forces only a correct analysis of both,
only unvarnished truth, had the possi-
bility of making headway. It is pre-
cisely in this field that the Trotsky-
ist policy worked for the undoing of
the toilers of Czechoslovakias

In the first instance the nature
and purposc of the Stalinist Comintern,
this mightiest of all ongines of coun-
tor-revolution exorting pressure and
unmeasured influonce among the masscs,
was not only not disclosed by the Trot-
skyites but was actuully concealed and
distorted.

"The American Communist Party,
like its sister organigzations every-
whore, is pothing but a diplomatic
instrument _of the Soviet Forcign
Office." (C. P. Convention, Social-
ist Appeul, Junc 14, 1938.)

This is false to the corel Such mis-
leading statements sorve as an offect-
ive cover for the actual role the Stal-
inist "parties" perform within the in-
ternational workingclass. Workers
could never suspect, once such dis—
tortions became part of their thinking,
that the chief task the Stalinist
"partics" are assigned to by the priv-
eleged burocracy of tho Soviet Un-
ion is to prevent the proletariat from
ostablishing itsclf in power.

One must bear in mind, while
scrutinizing the Trotskyite position,
that tae proletariat, particularly its
advuncod scction, in the titanic pro-
cess of the class struggle, obscrves
the expericence of the workers of all
countries. Moreover, it is ecqually
important to rcmember that the Trotsky-
ites have been active in Czechoslo-
vakia, as in other countries, and were
sproading Trotskyist writings contain-
ing some of the wosst distortions, con-
tradictions and confusion on the most
vital issues confronting the workers
(See IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM Nos. 3
and 5). Only by having this picture

in view can the extent of the damags
done by Trotskyism be gauged.

The hiding Yy Trotskyism of
tho%®roele of thoe Comintern has becn
quito systomatic and persistient.

No 1inkling of an explanation of
the ultra~Right and the wultra-Left
zigzags as boing two parts of the same
hangman's noose has been given to the
workers by Trotskyism. Tho basic les-
son of tho stifling of the German re-
volution through the ultra-Loftist
zigzag, the dcliberate betrayal of the
workers to Hitler has been carefully
concealed. The shrowd and cold-blooded
action of Stalin in Gormany has been
given a false coloring,misrcpresentcd
as "capitulation" to Hitler. A film
has bocn drawn over the workers eyos
by picturing Stalin's policy as "cow-
ardly" and "stupid." Not only was
this chloroforming work being perform-
od by Trotskyism among tho Czecl.oslo-
vakian workers while their fate hung
in thec balance, but it has been conti-
nued even after Stalinism and Social-
domocracy successfully  brought  the
masses of Czeclhoslovakia to their doom.
Trotsky writes in the New Internation-
al for October 1938: "The revolting
capitulation of the Comintern in Ger-
many tacitly accepted by all its soc~
tions." In the Socialist Appcal for
October 22, 1938, the Trotskyites give
the following misleadins "explanation®
for thce coming of Hitler to power —
avoiding as over tolling the exact
moaning of tho Stalinist zigzags?

"The lamentable tragedy of the
German and thon the Austrian, the
Saar and the Czech prolotariat can
be traced to tlic ecriminal capitu-
lation of ©Stalinism to Hitler in
1933, in whichh it outdid the long-
ago bankrupt social doemocracy in
cowardice and  treachery. Under
guiso of the tirice-gtupid policy of
'united front only fpom below,?! the
Stalinists condemned tho German pro-
letariat to a state of division
through which fascism marched un-
molestedly to power."(Socialist Ap-
peal, October 22, 1938, p. 3. My
emphasis - G.M.)

While Stalin's ultra-Loft zigzag
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was represaonted as "stupid," "capitula-
tory," “mistakes," in brief, as a prag-
matic makeshift, the wultras=Right zig-
zag, bto whicr Stalinism had to resort
to continue stifling the international
working-class, was declared to bs hing-
ing upon Stalin's foreign policy. The
workers of Czechoslovakia were told
that the privileged Stalinist clique
stifled the revoluvtion in Spain not be-
cause the specific task of the Comintern
since 1923 on has bsen to disrupt the
revolution wherever it raises its head,
and thus soll the workors down tho riv-
er into tourgeois military slavery, dbut
because Stalin wooed his allics in Par-
is and London. Tho samec reason (Franco-
Soviet Pact)was given for the Stalinist
sabotage of revolution in France. The
conceoalmont and distortion of the true
meaning of tho wultra-Right line of the
Soventh Congress aided Stalinism ard the
bourgcoisie to seal the fate of the
Czechoslovakian masses. Presented in
the Trotskyist 1light, Stalin's policy
could not but appsar corroct to the
confusad and misled workers of Czecho —

slovakia. Indeod how else could t ey
view a 1linc whose aim it was to con-
ciliate London and Paris, the direct

and indirect allies of tho "“democratic"
Czecl.oslovakia which stood -in the men-~
acing shadows of Hitler's guns?

Even whon the dreadful waves of
the Hitler and Czochoslovakian fascism
closed over the heads of tho workers
of Czecloslovakia, ¢tho Trotskyites went
on with distorting the character of
the Righitist zigzag:

"This sawme policy lod to the
stiiling of the Spanish revolution,
bcecause the Soviet Union fearod
that the workers'! revolution thoere

woula antugonize its  'Alliesd in
Paris and London." (Socialist Ap-
peal, October 5, 1938,)

"The koystone of the entire Krom—
lin policy — the F r an ¢ o-Soviet
Pact, for tae gakc of which Stalin
stopred tae French revolution, sabo-
taged Spain, and Landed Czochoslo-
vakia . to Hitler: dissolved by a
three hour  conversation in  the
Bavarien Alps." (The Now Intcrna-
tional, October 1938, p. 292. My
omulasis. - G.JM.)

In othor words, if Stalin had no al-
lics among the bourgseols powers, no
pacts with thom, there would have been
no  cause %0 prevent proletarian
roevolutionl

Apart from this, we call the
roadér's attention to the somewhat am-
using fact that tho opportunists, per-
iodically caught in their own contra-
dictions, of necossity must at the
turn of events include mmong their fab-
rications somo curious absurdities. It
was for the sake of the Franco-Soviet
Pact, +the Trotskyitos “"enlighten" the
workors, that Stalin "handed Czecho-
slovakia to Eitler"! Leoring into the
faces of the Trotskyitos concrete life
shows the world that the passing of
Czechoslovakia into Hitler's hands
spclled the beginning of the end of
the Franco-Soviet Pacte.

No sooner 4id the calamity o ver-
whelm tlhe Czechoslovakian masses than
the Trotskyites poured a fresh torrent
of destructive distortions and illu-
sions into the tortured minds of the
internatiocnal proletariat. It was ob-
vious that all the scctions of the
Stalinist "International" were active
and quite vociferous in their sham
struggle against Fascism. The fact
mist be stressed that wunfortunately
the working class fell under the sini-
stor spell of the Stalinist and also
of the Social-democratic and of other
misleaders. The Trotskyites completely
befogged and perverted this unfortun-
ate reality.

"1 commnist International,'solf-
avowod champion of thc struggle for
peacs and against fascism — as
silent as the Kremlin itself. 58
French and British branches a- Cie
wore active and vocal,chasing avca®
in cach country for agroements v.ith
the arch-nationalist bourgeois pol-
iticians and raising o furious cla-
mor for a holy war against fascism
to be directed by  the notorious
democrats of the English banks and
the French stoel trust — a clawor
to which the working class fortun-
ately paid not the slightest atten—
tion." « (Soeialist Appeal, October
22, 1938, p.3. My emphasis - G.M.)
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The above misshaping of the actu-
ality is but an attempt at a harmonious
adjustment with the peremnial Troutsky-
ist dupery that in this period the
working class does not follow Stalin-
iem. It is in line with the policy of
confusing the honest Trotskyist rank-
and-file within the foolls paradise by

keeping alive a basic fraud of Trotsky-

ism, as well as of Lovestoneism and of
other pseudo-Bolsheviks - the illusory
"mags line" through which the workers
will be reached and organized, the
Trotskyites and the other "mass-liners"
argue, and led to overthrow capitalism,
behind the back of Stalinism.

Even Yefors Munich it was plain
that the situation which divided the
world in two —— the social order based
upon private ownership of the means of
production on the one hand, and social-
ized property ostablished by tho Octo-
ber overthrow of Russian  imperialism
on the other — was coming to a close.
After Munich it has become crystal-
clear that at 1last the imperialist
world has succoeded in shelving its
conflicts and in ganging up t0 destroy

the turocratically crippled proletarian

State. Should Hitler halt this gigan-
tic tide, which today with the full
support of French,British and American
bourgeoisie so0 irresistibly sweeping
to the East,then the inter-imperialisy
conflict would loap to tho fore.brcak-
ing the Munich alignment and spelling
suicide for the Dbourgeois order in
Europe. The way is being cleared to
the East for a smashing drive against
the remmants of the October revolution,
and any  sober-minded revolutiomary
worker can sec it. Not wishing to al-
arm the workors, ©Stalin, while fovor-
ishly fortifying the frontier in the
Ukraine, tells the workors that Hit-
loer's eyos look toward France, toward
China, Spain, South Americas. His
faithful friond Duranty obligingly
aids him with reporting to tlic bourg-
cois press the fairy tale of a possi-
bility of Stalin's wunderstanding with
Hitler. The Trotskyites, as do the
Lovestoncites, lap this up with relish
and throwing in their mite of assist-
ance to Stalin in the matter of put-
ting over this newest fuke, they dis-
truct the attention of the workers
from the real situation by declaring

that "Stalin's next move will be a
diplomatic approach to Hitler, and
Hitler. in ¢tuvrn, will talk businesgs"
(socialist Appeal, October 15, 1938,
My cmphasis - G.M.)

In their destructive work within
the proleotariat tho Stalinists scrve
in the first place the fat burocratiec
erust in the Sovicet Union; indircctly
thoy preserve and strengthon world im-
poerialism — both the "domocratic" and
tho "Fascist® bourgcoisie. The Trot-
skyites complotely warp this fact out
of its reulistic shape:

"The
solves,
shanecful than ever,
disappointed Qffice boys of the
democratic capitalist mastors."
(Socialist Appeal, October 15, 1938,
My omphasis - G.M.)

Stalinists showed  them-
ornce again, more glaringly

as nothing but

Caught 1in an extrcmely difficult
pass, just as following the German be-
trayal, Stalinism will be compelled,in
order to continue its deadly grip upon
the workers, to resort once again to a
new zigzag. A sharp warning must be
sounded to the workers who otherwlse
will inevitably fall into the illusion
that, now that Popular Frontism is ab-
andoned, the "Comintern" is "returning®
to the correct Bolshevik policye. The
workers must be forearmed with the un~
derstanding of the zigzag method of
Stalinism in order mnot to fall into
the ultra-Left trap.

Here 1s Liow Trotsky "forewarns"
and "forcarms" the workers:

"!Poople's Fronts!' on the one
hangd — fascism on the other; these
are the last political resources of
imperialism in the strugglc against
the proletarian rovolution."  (So-
cialist Appeal, October 22, 1938,
My omphasis - G.M.)

This is a confusion of tho twofold
bourgoois mothod of rule — bourgeois
democracy and fascisyg -~ with the two-
fold method Stalinism employs in fore-
stalling proletarian revolution. The
German bourgeoisie was saved by Stalin-
ism; and so was the French, Spanish
and Czochoslovakian bourgcoisic, al-



- 31 -~

though in the first case the saving
we.s accomplished tkhrough the Leftist
"Mrird Period," in the laitter instance
throvgh the ultra-Rightist  "Popu.ar

Front." Trotsky actually suppiies a
cover for the dzadly Stalirist ultra-
Left trap which 1is without doubt al-

roady in its planning stage. Waile
Tretsky does some empty finger-pointing
at Stalinism he is again, as ever, tip-
ping the scales in favor of the Stalin-
ist burocracye.

It has been the Trotskyist policy
throughout to hide the connection oete
ween the Stalinist zigzags. They take
them  up as distinct and Bmap-
arate entities.

During the  Leftist period the
Trotskyitss were rejecting the theory
of “"social fascisr." Iow they reject
"Popular Frontism." Then at  least
they definitely stated, perhaps they
could not help stating, that "social
fascism" was a Stalirist invention.
In the case of +the “"Popular Front"
they distort the fact that in applica-
tion and origin it is much different
from the ordinary coalitioniam of Soc-
iel-domccracy, which took place also
during the Stalinist Left zigzag,and
that Popular Frontism is the Stalinist
zigzag laid. down at the  Seventh
Congresse

Perhaps once of the most dastardly
documents that post-Loninist Trotsky-
ism has aver producoed is the “"Open
Letter to the Members of ‘the C.P." ap-
pearing in the Soc¢ialist Appeal, Oct.
1, 1938. Ecre the cewardly, tdoacher-
ous, evasive, truly ceriminal nature of
the Trotskyist opportunists comes into
viows There is a careful concoalment
of the basic facts the knowledge of
which would make' tne Stalinist workers
compranend the appalling significance
of Stalinism. Not a word that the Pop-
ular Front is a consciously conceived
trap omployed by +thoe shrswd usurper
Ctalin for the same purpose as was the
ultra--Left 1ino, namely, to disrupt
th? proletarian revolution and thus
safewmard the Stalinist burocracy from
the dangar from the Left, Not a word
tnat Stalin'g eagline of betrayal, the
Cominiern, and the entire pot-bellied
burocracy of the Soviet Union gmst be

gmashed. Silence of the necesesity of
triaking with Stalinism opclitically
and organizationally and of ths supmme
need of duilding a new Communist Party
— not even a half-hearted appeal to
the Stalinist workors to join the "Bcl-
shevik" organization of Canron. Sil-
enco about the need of building a new
Bolshevik party in tho Soviet Union.
Instead of a clear statement that Sta-
lin has %btosn deliberately betraying
the international proletariat for a
docade ang a half, only the last four
yecars are mentioned. And the finger
is pcintod not at the Judas Stalin and
his vile paladins but at occlléctive
security cnd tho Pcoplels Front. "Ag--
ainst the lics ard defeats and treach-
eries of colloctive sacurity and the
Poopla's Front." This cry is so romin-
iscent of tne other cry some years
back: "o reject and condemm the
theory of Social Fascism!" {Sec the 11
points). At that time it only made it
easier for Stalin to drop his ultra-
Leftist snarc. Now the cry against
the Rightist policy only facilitates
matters fcr Stalin. Is it not obvious
that such lop-sided ‘“ecriticism" can
aid in producing only one effect upon
tho Stalinist werkers: when Stalin ab-
andony "Popular Frontism" and swings
the Corintern  to wultra-Leftism the
Stalinist workers will hail the change
as a turn to a "botter Leninist policy!"
Already theore are signs that ultra-Left-
ism again will raise its grisly  Thead
among the workers.

There is in the Trotskylst letter
to the membors of tac Stalinist "party"
a wretched string of ‘'your 1lsaders
have told you" and "For four years
your leaders have preached" with the
main weight of ‘"eriticism" directed
not against the blood-bespattered Kran-
lin clique but against —— Stalin's
roaio

As 1in the case of Lovestone, be-
hind all the major policies of the
Twotskyites lies the drcad of genuing
exposure of Stalirism, which oexposure
would inovitably involve the exposure
of Trotsky. Honce too, the "mass line"
which diverts the thoughts and eoner-
gies of the most advanced workers from
the problem of studying to the mimtost
detail the origin and charactoer of
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Stalinism and from opening against it
a powerful offensive.

Stalinism is not only one of the
mightiest political systems that ever
operated within the working class; it
is also one of the most complex. In
its path it is being followed by a
train of nebulous satellites, some of
extremely irregular political form.
Among the erratic members of its re-
markable systom, the most important
ons, in outward appearance standing in
violent andagonism to it, is the Trot-
skyist movement. At onc timo very
close to Stalin's political 1 ine

(1922-1926), the post-Loninist Trotsky-

ism has boen apparently receding from
it to greater and greater distances
yet never complotely sevoring itself

from Stalinism. Post-Leninist Trotsky-
ism is constrainzd to move over an el-
ongated orbit, boing firmly attached
Yo Stalinism with invisible historical
threads.

Trotskylsm is the most serious
obtstacle in the task of tearing the ad-

vanced workers from Stalinism. And
the road to the masses lies only

through the advanced workers.

An effective, truly ILeninist,
strugglc against capitalism is out of
the question without smashing all op-
portunism, particularly Stalinism, the
main cnemy within  the  prolctarian
ranks. And it is impossible to shatter
Stalinism without revealing the whole
tmt;} about TrOtSkyo

LEFT TROTSKYISI WORKS FOR STALIN

In our previous works we indicat-
ed that such groups as the Revolution-
ary Workers Leaguc  (Ocalor, Stamm),
the Lsague for a Revolutionary Workers
Party (Field) and some others are
Left Trotskyites, performing a sabot-
aging rolc in the task of the struggle
against Stalinism. Not having a clear
conception of what Stalinism is they
follow in the footsteps of Trotsky,ob-
jectively assisting Stalin to put over
- his most vicious lies. The L.R.W.Pe.
for example for years misled the work-
ers by assuring them that Stalinism
and Social-democracy would fuse into
one movement, thus concealing the true
naturo of Stalinism, particularly the
meaning of the zigzagse.

In the present work we have re-
vealed that the rcason Hitler came to
power in Germany is that thoro was no
rovolutionary party in Gormany or anye
where clse; and Stalinism wnich mas-
caraded as a party of ravolution, with
Social-doniocracy,assisted by Lovestone
and Trotsky, betrayed the masses. The
Fieldites in an article "Shall We Def-
end Czechoslovakia?" give the follow-
ing oxplanation:

"The Republican capitalist gov-
errments that preceded Hitler in

Germany were wunable to prepare a
war of revengo beccause thers was a
powerful Communist and labor move-
mont in Germany theb threatened to
turn any war that the bosses might
start into a gocialist revolution.
But oncc Hitler has smashad the lab-
or movement with the help of the
'great domocracies,! the German
capitalists had their hands free to
prepare for war." (Workers Voice,
October 1, 1938. My emphasis - G.M.)

This decoitful tale of the exist-
ence in Germany of "a powerful Commun~
ist ard labor movement" threatening to
overtkrow the German bourgeoisie, when
the exact opposite was the fact, is an
effective covor for  the fiendish
crimes  of opportunism in Germany,
shrouding in obscurity the roots of
the Czechoslovakian and other beirgyals
and plainly taking on tho aspcct of a
snare. This monstrous distortion is
porfoctly in linc with the Stalinist
shrewd sophistry that the cause of
Hitler's smashing labor is tho “betray-
al” bty the great ‘democracies.” The
L.R.W.P, is an enemy of the intornation-
al working class. It is a sab-
otaging agoncy in the struggle of ex-
pogzrc and destruction of the Stalinist
reaction.



IHE CEARACIER OF THE COMING WAR
4D IHE ITASKS
OF TEE PROLEIARIAT
by
Je Co HUNTER

(Note:
Munich Pact.)

“dHE GREATEST THREAT facing tne
toiling masses today is that of a
new world imperialist war. Liore

than ten millien men are already under
arms today and war preparations in ev-
ery country are being rushed at a ter-
rific-pace. The memory of the hofrors of
the imperialist slaughter of 1914-1913
stands - sharply in +the mind of the
toilers. Let tha sugar-coated promises
of the capitalists also be recalled.
The "way to end war" and "to make the
world safe for democracy" was sold to
the masses by every deception known to
the rapacious bourgeoisie. But the
balance sheet of history tells an un-
mistakable story and tears down every
lie of the imperialists: For the work-
ers — immense suffering and degrad-
ation; for tho capitalists — unprece-
dented profits and power.

Without a clear political under-
standing of all the factors involved
in the present chaotic situation, the
toilers will again fall victim in huge
mumoers to the villainy of the bourg-
goisie. Today, as in 1914-1918, every
possible trick is being wused by the
imperialists to get the support of the
masses for their criminal war plans.
At the present time the Dbourgeoisie
possesses an advantage they did not
have in 1914. Then they had in the
ranks of labor a great numher of
agents in the form of social-~democrat~
ic and rcformist leadors, while now
they have in addition the powerful aid
of Stalinism, the most potent opportu-
nist force of all. The political
paralysis of the proletariat has be-
come all-pervading, for the influence
of the Stalinist, s ocial-democratic

This orticle was written shortly before the signing of the

and reformist traitors over the work-

ing class is paramount.

The movement of events shows that
the imperialist attack on the Soviet
Union which must inevitably be made if
the capitalists are to prescrve and
stabilize their rule is mibuiing.
World dimperialism, "democratic" and
fascist, is using Nazi Germany as the
spearhead in this attack. "Democratic"
France and ZEngland are now openly
warking hand in glove with Hitler in
the drive toward the East. Hitler was
fixed in power with the active aid of
British finance and the tacit politi-
cal approval of ZErench d4mperialism.
Germany's rearmament was subsidized by
the British, Fronch and American capi-
talists. Hitler's remilitarization of
the thineland was unopposed by Fronch
and British imperialism, while the
latter, through the League of Nations,
oengineered the surrender of the Saar
Basin to Germany. The Nazi seizure of
Auvstria aroused not even a murmur of
opposition from the imperialists of
the great "democracies." And now, the
dismemberment of "democratic" Czecho-
slovakia, tho general acquiescence of
the Franco-British "democratic" im-
perialists to Hitler's demands and the
"hands-off" policy by the great Ameri-
can "democracy" make clear the crimin-
al game being played by world imperi-
alism in its advance on the Soviet
Union. The land of the October revo-
lution, though distorted by the ugly
Stalinist burocratic plague, st ill
contains a basic feature of the pro-
letarian State — socialized property.

The Czechslovakian crisis pro~
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vides a wealth of material to expose
the machinations of the imperialists.
The ¢true meaning of the war scare de-
liberately created by the bourgeoisie
can now be understood. Since tihe lack
of opposition to Hitler's seilzure of
Austria caused great indignation among
the masses of the "democracies," it
was nscessary to make a show of re-
sistance to ditler's attack on Czecho-
slovakia in order to camouflage the
banditry of the "democracies" and
their collaboration with fascism. This
deceived the massas in the "demoera-
cies" into thinking that Hitler's as-
saults would Dbe stopped. At the samo
time, however, tlie war scare served to
terrorize the masses into accepting
any crime committed by the imporialists
if only "“peace" was preserved. Ths
"peacoful" sdettlement of the Czechow
slovakian crisis, i.e., the complete
surrender to Hitler, aroused a univers
sal sigh of relief. The bourgeols
preas was quick to note this:

"All over France tonight mil-
lions of peopls are aaying with re-
liaf in their hearts: fAnd so thore
will not be war!. For this morning
the French Cabinet accopted the
plan for the solution of the Czecho-
plovak problem negotiated yesterday
in London by Premier Edouard DNala~
dier and TForoeign Minister Georges
Bonnet.” (New York Times, Septomber
20, 1938.)

But it is precisely this "“peaceful"
settlement which is a major step in
the steady march of imperialism against
the Soviet Union and hence in the wun-
leashing of war. Other such "peaceful"
settleuents will undoubgedly follow
soon -~ in Memel, Poland, Rumania, un-
til German imperialism will bé direct-
ly on the borders of the Soviet Union
and ready for the launching of the
actual attack. '

In the Czechoslovakian affair we
sez clearly &how Popular Frontism ini-
tiatel by Stalinism and collavorated
in bty Social Democracy and Radical
Socilalists works entirely in the inte-
rests of imperialism. The French Pop-
ular Troat govermment, whichk tiae Stal-
inists tcll the workers is a "bulwark
against fascism," took the initiative

d4n negotiating the aoceptance of Hit~
ler's predatory demands. Chamberlain's
nogotiations with Hitler were g&stually
suggestod by the Radical Socialist Dal-
adier:

"In a communique issued lat e
this evening Prsmier Edouard Dalad-
ier in some ways claims credit
(sicl) for the suggestion, for he
always has been a partisan of a
get-together policy with Germany,
and late last evening, he suggested
by telephone to Mre. Ch amberlain
that something should be done for
having something like a three-power
conversation to consider the situ~
ation. In his statement this even-
ing M. Daladier said: 'At the end
of yestorday aftornoon, in the pre-
scnce of a rapid soquence of events
in Czechoslovakia, which made local
negotiations difficult, I took the
initiative in establishing direct
personal contact with the British
Prime Ministor with a view to oxam-
ining with him the possibility of
attempting exceptional procedure
that would permit an examination
with Germany of the most effective
means of assuring a friondly solu-
tion of the differonces that separ-
ate the Sudetens and thc Prague
government and, in conscquonce, of
meintaining peace in Europe.'"(N.Y.
Times, Sept.15,1938. Our cmphasis.)

The Stalinists spread the lic that the
British tories practically alone are at
the root of all evil,thus creating the
false impression that French imperial-
ism is just a lump of helplese  jelly
which automatically obeys the commands
of "London." That the Franch Popular
Front government plays an active part
in supporting Hitler in his drive ag-
ainst the Soviet Union 1is clear from
Daladier's "I took the initiative."
The destruction of the remants of
October, thc distorted workers State
is as much the primary aim of the
French bourgeoisie (whose instrumept
is the Popular Front government) as it

is of the British, German, American,
Italian, Japanese and every other
bourgeoisie.

World imporialism is plotting to
solve its problems at the expense of
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the ©Soviet Unilon. Up to 1917, the
basic conflicts regquiring immediate
settlenent were those amongst the inm-
perialists themselves. Imperialisr as
a whole was so0lid and the bourgcoisie
could afford to fight amongst therm~
szlves even to the extent of complete-
ly smashing the opponoent, as we saw in
the crushing defeat of Germany by the
Anglo-French bloc. Proletarian revol-
ution was as yet not an actuality, but
remained rather within the theorétical
realm of a few far-sighted revolution-
aries like Marx,Engels and Lonin. 3But
since 1617, world capitalism is in
complote decline and prolotarian revo-
Jution is imnediately on the order of
the day. The process of revolutionary
overtarow of immerialism was begun in
October 1917 and to date tho final is-
guc still hangs in the balance. For
various reasons tae iuporialists were
unable to conquer the Soviet Union up
to now, so0 that the imnossible situ-
ation of a proletarian State sxisting
in the midst of imperialism has been
akle to continuo for over twenty yoars.
As warly as 1218 Lenin realized that
the workers state and imporialism
could not 1live side Ty sidc for very
long:

"International imperialism, with
its mighty capital, its highly org-
‘anized military tociinigue, vwuica is
a real force, a real fortress of
international capital, could not
under any circumstances,on ary con-
diticn, 1live side by side with the
Soviet Republic because of its ob-
jective position and beccauss of the
oconoric interests of the carital-
ist class which are embodisd in it
-~ it could not oeccause of cormer-—
cial connections and interaational
finarncial relations. In this sphore
a conflict is inevitatle." (V. I.
Lenin, Selected Works, E n g 1 ish
Edition, Vol. VII, p. 288.)

Hence Lenin staked everything on world
proletariun revolution coming to the
aid of tne workars state:

"0f course, if we take the posi-
tion on a world historical scale,
there cun. be no doubt that if our
revolution remains alone, 1f there
are no rovolutionary movemonts in

other countries, our position will
be hopeless. When +the Balshevik
Party alone took this matter en-
tirely into its own hands we were
convinced that the revolution was
maturing in all countries and that
in tkhe end — but not in the begin-
ning — no matter what difficulties
we expcrisnced, no matter what de-
foats wore in store for us, the in-
ternational socialist revolution
would come — becausc it is coming;
would ripen -— becausz it is ripen-
ing. I ropoat, our salvation from
all these difficulties is an all-
European revolution." (V. I. Lenin,
Ibid., p. 291.)

And to0 lcave no room for doubt, Lenin
states the problem in tho harshest
possible teorms3

"Until the socialist revolution
is victorious in all countries there
is a danger that the Soviet Republie
may be reduced to slavery." (V. I.
Lenin, Ibid. p. 301.)

By now the imporialists fully realize
that the conflict Dbotwoen capitalism
and the victorious socialist revolutiom,
althouzh now burocratically distorted,
must be settled once and for all. A
war amongst the imperialists themsslves
cannot be undortaken,for the danger of
prolstarian revolution 1s too great to
be risked. The defeat of German impoeri-
alism — inevitable in the face of a
sorious fight Wy the Anglo-French-Ameri-
can capitalist combination, aided by
Stalin's "Red" army — would wunleash
rovolution throughou* Europe and would
spcll the ond of world capitalism.
Their "capitulatory' policy with regard
to Hitler appears capitulatory only to
those who are blind to the naturs of
reality. In actuality this “capitula-
tory" policy is one of giving every
active,positive assistance possible to
Hitler. It is a policy of facilitatirg
in every way his drive against the So-
viet Union.Of course, the imperialists
mst proceed caoutiously and with dis-
crotion soO as not to excite the sus-
picions of the workcrs. Especially in
the "democratic" countries it would te
inexpedient at the present moment for
the bourgeoisic to raiss any cry of a-
tacking the Soviet Union. The imperi-



rapidly gathering thelr
streng*h and will soon be in a posi-
tion to bludgeon the workers, blinded
by naticnalism, into supporting on at-
tack on the Soviet Union. Once Hitler
attacks the ©Soviet Union, world im-
perialism must come to his aid for the
only other alternative is to face pro-
letarian revolution.

alists are

In the present situation, certain
hitherto non-existent contradictions
are. found. The BSoviet: Union is a
workers statc with burocratic distor-
tions. Despite every crime of the
Stalin burocracy, despite the intense
oppression of the masses in the Soviet
Union and the uninterrunted undermin-
ing of the workers State, the sozial-
ized economy which is thc tasis of the
workers statc still remains. It 1is
the duty of every cl as s-conscious
worker to fight to preserve this pro-
letarian character of the Soviet Union
and to destroy tho barocratic distor-
tions. The.Stalin roegime has taken a
path which will result finally in tae
complete destruction of the worlers
State. Stalin is in the peculiar po-
sition of Dbeing threatened by bvoth
proletarian revolution and imperialism.
Stalin reels back and forth between
these two dangers which tareaten his
existoence, but by his policy of pre-
venting proletarian revolution, hec is
constantly strengthening his imperial-
ist foes. 1In so far as he couvld, Sta-
lin tried to make peace witl imporial-
ism and to tie the Soviet Union now to
one imperialist camp  (Germany 19 22—
1934) now to anothor (France, Czecho-
slovakia). Thus we find this "great-
est discirle of Lenin" activoly sup-
porting the war alms of French imperi-
alism?

"M. Stalin understands and . .full
approves the national defense(aic!g
policy of Franco in Xkoccping her
armcd forces at a levol required
for security." (Stalin-Laval Comrm-
nique, 1935.)

The day of reckoning is rapidly ap-
proaching, however, and imporialism
gathors its forces- for the necessary

attack on the Soviet Union., The "col-
lective security" systom is Dbeing

thrown into tiie garbage can of history.
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The Czeclo-Soviet Pact 1is already in
the grave and soon the Franco-Soviet
Pact will become a corpse. The united
front of imperialism against the Sc-
viet Union, headed by Germany, will be
moro or less solid.

Stalin,of course, relies entirely
on the strength of the Sovict Army and
on his ability to compromisc with the
imperialists. It is notable that des-
pite the fearful rush of Gormany to
the Fast, the Stalinist wurocrats do
not. so mech as breathe a wiisper about
"Defend the Soviet Union." Nowhere
in the present-day Stalinist press can
one find even a mention of the impend-
ing attack on the Soviet Urnion . or of
any. call on the world proletvariat to
core to the ald of tuhe Soviet Union by
overturowing imperialism. The Stalin-
ists in fact make every effort to pre-
vent thie workers from thinking ulong
these lires. The burocrats constuntly
peddle tie illusion that tae irporial-
ists at the presont juncture arc going
to fight amongst themselves. A£A11 talk
in the Stailinist rpublicaticns is in
torms of nations and never in terms of
classes. Fingland! doing so aad
so; "France" cshculd do this and tlat .
for "Czocioslovakia", "Swain" must be
dotended; "Germany" wmust Yo curded,
etc. In the Stalinist hussian papers,
editorial comment - on the Czechoslovak
crisis is practically absent, the few
rermarks that have becn made cornsisting
wLolly of formal dinlomatic jabber,

:
15

The Soviet papers employ tie most
vicious incitorent to naticnalistic
cnauvinism as their main weapon in
trying tc arousc the "democracies" to
attack tre fascist nowers. The fol-~
lowirg is a sample of tais from
"Izvestia," +the official organ of the
Stalinist govermment. Here, crudely
appealing to the traditional French
hatred of Germans, the Stalinist paper
warns "France" that sie is losing "in-
fluerce” in Central Europe whlle Ger-
many is gaining:

"If during the rcecent period the
-iInfluence of France as a great pow-
er in Furope ané on the continent,
Las fallon consicderably, and if a
number cf countries in Central and
Southoastern Europe began to reckon
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with this influence 1less and less,
then from the moment when the Lon-
don decision in which Daladier and
Bonnet participated, became lmown,
French iniluence in Europe can be
counted as ligquidated. Hitler has
succesded in throwing France back
even teyond the Maginot 1line and
removed French influence from Cen-~
tral and Southeastern Europe."
(Editorial in Izvestia, quoted in
the Daily Worker, Sept. 21, 1938.
Our empaasise.)

The same criminal utilization of
jingoism is also made by De Kerillis,
the multi-millionaire backer of Ffrench

fascism, who is not as far-sighted as
Daladier and hence opposes the "sur-

render" to Germany:

"When the French people, in a
few days or a fow months, realize
the extent of +the humiliation we
have suffered and the conscguences
of this defeat, without precedont
in our history, they will turn upon
those rasponsible." (De- Korillis,
quoted in tie N.Y.Times, September
21, 1938.)

Thus, Stalinism, which prevents world
proletarian revolution, the only means
of dofending the Soviet Union, aligns
itself with  imperialism and  helps
poison the mind of the masses with the
murderous nationalist "patriotism"
against which Marx, Engels and Lenin
fought.

There 1is only one salvation for
the toiling masses of Czechoslovakial
the organization of a genuine Leninist
Party walca can destroy the influence
of Stalinjism, social-democracy and
other opportunism, and which with the
aid that the international proletariat
can give it will strive to lead the
workers to a scelzure of power and the
establishment of a Federated Soviet
Republics A ny other ‘"solution,"
whether it be reliance on the treach-
erous "democratic allies" of Czecho-
slovakia and the renegade Stalin or on
armed resistance by the Czech bourg-
edisie, could but lead only to a hid-
eous slaughter of tho masses and the
oveatual crushing of the Czochoslovak-
ian masses under the heel of both Hit-

ler and "their own" fasciem. A seizure
of powor by the Czechoslovck workers
would elcctrify the entire European
proletariat, eospocially the- French,
would provide the necessary impoetus to
turn back the fascist onslaught and
would rake possiblo the rencwal of the
Octobsr Rovolution. In the ultra~right
zigzag, the Stalinist burocrats try to
paralyze the will of the workers by
painting fascism as all-powerful and
proletarian revolution as inopportune
"at the prosent moment." History,
however, gives the lie to this treach-
ory of the Stalirists. The Czecho-
slovakian crisis has aroused the world
proletariat tremendously. Let it not
be imagined that, if a Czech Soviet
wers established, ths French workers,
to0 cite only ons case, would sit idly
by and permit the imperialists to des~
troy it. Asido from proletarian revol-
ution thoro is no outcome possible

but tho dismomboerment of Czechoslovak-
ia and the incroased oppression of the
Bzech toiling masses, and the movement
of Hitler further on the rocad to the
Soviet Union.

The Stalirist burocracy is in the
poculiar position of being threatened
by proletariar revolution and world
imperialism. Proletarian revolution
would swoop aside the reactionary
Stalinist burocracy and renew the
movement of the proletariat toward the
croation of a world socialist society.
Imporialism, to solve its basic prob-
lem of the present historical epoch,
must destroy the rommants of tho Octo-
ber Revolution. Stalin, therefore, in
a war against imperialism will have to
avoid actuvally defeating imperialism
for that would create immoediately the
danger of proletariat revolution, and
at the samo time he will have to pre-
vent imperialism from destroying the
Soviet Union. Stalin will fight the
imperialists only to compromise with
them and, by giving them various con-
cessions, t0 bring the war t0 a speedy
close. Wiether or not the impoerialists
accept Stalin's concessions, de pends
on the developments in the working
clags. If no revolutionary movement
threatens imperialism, then the capit-
alists will be free to proceed to the
final destruction and dismemberment of
the Soviet Union.
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Revolutionists in the  Soviet
Union must endeavor to foil Stalin's
criminal plans by urging the workers
and peasants to push the war forward
along rovolutionary lines tobring
about the completc defeat of imperial-
ism and the overthrow of world capital-
ism. They mmust convert the Stalinist
war to preserve the Soviet burocracy
and world imperialism into a revolu-
tionary war to destroy these two reoac-
tionary forces. At the front the Lus-
sian toilers must strive to push for-
ward the war against the burocratic
limitations that will be impcscd on it
by the Stalinist clique. TFrateraniz-
atiorn with the toilers in the imperial-
ist armizs is essentiul. Stalinis
reactionary slogan to the effect that
the Soviet Union does not soek to ob-
tain even an inch of any other
couatry's territory must te exposed as
indicative of the treacherous,limited,
compromising war that Stalin intends
to wage. Evory effort must be made to
divort the workers attention from the
false guestion of territory and spread
revolutionary propaganda amongst tho
workers and pcasants. Only the united
efforts of the international prolet-
ariat led by a new Communist Party can
defeat world imperialism and creato a
socialist society.

Waen Gorman imperialism attacks
the Soviet Union and othors aid in-
directly in such an attack, only one
policy can serve the interests of the
international working class: ths utter
defeat of international imperialism
and the transforration of the iuperial-
ist war into a civil war. No support
in any way whatever to any capitalist
power uander any conditions and _a
struggle for the revolutionary over-
throw of the tourgeoisie, 1is ithe only
correct line for tho proletariat:

“"A revolutionary class in a
reactionary war cannot Lelp wishing
the defeat of its government, it
cannot fail to see the conncction
between the government's military
reverses and the increased opport-
‘unity for overthrowing it," (G. Zin
oviev and V.I.Lenin, "Socialism and
War," English Edition, p. 24.)

Class conscious workers who have been

forced into the imperialist armies
mist make every effort to establich
comradely contacts with the workers
and peasants in the armed forces of
the Soviet Union. They must make
cloar to the TRussian toilers that
Stalinism is a reactionary force and
must be removed 80 that by the united
efforts of the international prolet-
ariat the imporialist war against the
Sovict Union can Ybe converted into a
rovolutionary war against imperialisme
Revolutionary workers must be careful
t0 guage the tempcrature of the speci-
fic situation accurately. If the de-
moralization of the workers is  com-
pleto or nearly so, thon obviously the
work of sabotaging the capitalist war
machine must proceed cautiously. On
the other hand, 1if the workers are
class-conscious and a substantial scc-
tion of thom are in a militant, revol-
utionary mood, then organizod sabotago
of the imporialist war machine will be
the corrcct tactic so that the imperi-
alist war can be transformed into a
war for the establishment of a workers
rapublic.

Tais is the immediate task of the
workers in a war situation. The broad-
or problem is the political onc which
conters around the Dbuilding of a new
revolutionary party and Intorrational
without which the overthrow of imperi-
alism and tha creation of a socialist !
socicty are impossible. |

|

The opportunists will strive with
might and main to prevent a successful |
proletarian revolutions Wh i 1 e tho
impoerialist war is continuing, some of :
these misleaders will keop up a paci- |
fist chatter, "Stop the war," "Paace,"
and so forth, hiding the fact,explain-
ed a thousand times by Lonin, that
without tiie overthrow of capitalism
peace is but an empty, petty-bourgeois
Cry. The Stalinists especially are
likely t0 use suclh treackerous tactics,
as we now see them doing in Japan. The
Stalinists, if they retain thc ultra-
right zigzag, will have as their aim
the cessation of the war and the stab-
ilization of capitalism in what they
will call a "domocratic republic.™

Tiat tiiis "domocratic republic" will
from the moment the war bogins b e

nothing but a military dictatorship



39

conce al with denajogic
artou’ marcaing "throuvzl: domo-
cracy to_sociilism ¥ The plunging of
"deccratic  ioperialists intd a war
against tae Doviet Union or their sup-
port of Germary in such a war, however,
mey Lake tie fraud of "defendin; domo-
cracy against fascism" so obvious to
the workers that the Stalinists may be
forced to atundon the ultra-rigdy line
aind 0 resor: cace again to an ultra-
left zigzag. In this case the Stalin-
igts will mix pacifis? deception with
wild  Srevolutionary" pirases and with
incitea.ny ol the workers to suicidal,
adverturist oscarades. Above all, the
worikers must not allow thomselves to
bo frapped by "revelutionary" rhrasos
which tihe Stalinists will ewit in tho
very provatle future leap to ultra—
leftisi, but must free thomselves from
every Stalinist influonce. The Stalin-
ist burocrats will trads heavily on
the sympathy of the workers for the
Sovict Unicn and will resort to every
kind of M"left" demagogy. Only t he
power of zenmuine Leninist exposurc re-
sulting in the isolation of Stalinism
frow the workers can kecp the nasses
fromz sufrering a long and horribtlo
round of Dploodbaths.

they will
phraces

The opporturists of thse non-Stal-
inist varieties will wusc a differcent
line ol dece,tion. There 'is already
noticsable awongst some of the "1loft"
grours vaica opportunistically try to
avoid a germine Leninist Tight against
Stalinism to regard the Soviet Union
as ' no longer a _workers State. This.
traudulent pretense gives taese opror-
tunists a vervy convenient excusc for
avoliding a real fight ageinst Stalin-
ism, fer, if thoe Jovioct Union is no
longer a workers state, "why should we
tother so much about Stalinism?", It
is only necessary to throw the Sovict
Union in the samc catogory as the capi-
talist couniriss and %o confine cne-

gelf to. denouncing capitalism in gon-
cral. Some such "left" groups are
sprcading  tle infamcus, lie that the

turogrutically distoried. Soviet Union

is toauww a fascist state! Revolution-
ary workors, clearly realizing that

is still a workers
d3epite its criminal distortion
will rej-

e Soviet Inion
state

ty the Stolinist burocracy,
cet suca "left" opporvunists.

A particularly vicious brand of
confusior being circulated amongst the
workors consists of  talk about a
"mixed war", i.e., a war iu wilcl some
imperialists are allied with tke Stal-
inist turocracy. The usual aligrment
posited is that of the "democracies"
and the Sovict Union against the fas-
cist powers, particularly Germaaye
Tais deception bases itself on the ve-
lief or hope that France will be in-
volvad in a war with Germany and will
te joined by the Soviet Union Franco-
Soviet.Pact) and possibly by some of
the "democracios" whici stand closest
to France. Of coursec, it goes witliout
saying that the workers in the "demo-

racies" arc told that they must sup-~
port “taecir" government in suckh a
"mixed war,"

Objective reality explodes tais
"mixed war"™ theory completcly. Tacts
siow that the "democracies" arc close-
ly collatorating with the fascist
nations in a concerted drive against
the Soviet Union. In actuality tiais
"sixed war" theory is part and parcel
of the Stalinist ultra-risht zigzag.
Since tlie Stalinist burocrats tell the
workers that thoy must defend "demo-
cracios" against fascism, it 1s only
logical to add thLat thoe “democracios"
will fight the fascist countries and
will aid the Soviet Union, Thus ex-
piloiting ti.e sywpatily of tiao workers
for tha foviet Uaion, the Stalinists
concoct a Mmixed war" ticory which
tricks tho workers -in the "democracies"
into supporting imnerialism and its
war prerarstions. At the same tinoe it
diverts tle workers from thc patna of
rovolution. The aistorical conflict

between the Arglo-French and the Ger-
man imperialists lends an air of
plausibvility to this "theory." But

life teaches that this historical con-
flict is now being tempcrarily sielved
in order to settle the morc basic con-
fliet Dbetween 4dmperialism and - | the
workers state — privatclv-owned
industry ves socialized industry.

The opportunists of the "left,"
whose main concern is to avoid a real
fight against Stalinism and tke self—
cxposure this wovld entail, diligently
sell tais Stalinist "mixed war® theory
to the workers. Foremost amongst



these traltors-from-the-left 1s Leon
Trotsky who in confusing the workers
with "mixed wars™ really outdoes him-
self., In the first place, he blandly
proceeds on the assumption that France
will fight Germany with the Soviet
Union "naturally"™ allied to France,
The total trend of world imperialism
as a whole toward a clash with the So-
viet Union, which 1s the fundamental
fact in the present situation, is set
aside for the fancy that French imperi-
alism at this time will fight Germany.
Having started on a false theoretical
premise, Trotsky must perforce support
himself with incorrect arguments. In
this hypothetical "mixed war" the fol-
lowing will be the tactics Trotsky
will ask the workers to accept:

"In France I would remain in op-
position to the Government and
would develop systematically this
opposition. In Gorgany I would do
anything I could to sabotage the
war machinery. Theoy arse two diffor-
ent things." (Leon Trotsky, "The
Case of Lson Trotsky," pp.289—290.
Our emphasis.)

The utterly slavish adherence of Trot-
sky to social-patriotic ideology is
apparent. Trotsky rejects the funda-
mental Leninist oprinciple that the

nature of a war is detormined only by
the nature of the ruling class of

whose politics the war is a continu-
ation. Trotsky sets up a "new" thesis,
that the nature of a war is determined
by the nature of the allies on whose
side it is fought. Thus, since French
imperialism is allied in this hypothe-
tical war to the Soviet Union - at
least in Trotsky's bewildered imagin-
ation — the war fought by French im-
perialism is different from that
fought by German imperialism. "“They
are two different things." In imperi-
alist Germany Trotsky would do any-
thing ho could to sabotage + L e war
machinery. But in imperialist France?

Are the workers to be given Lenin's
line of transforming Frunce's imperi-
alist war into a civil war? Is revo-

lutionary defeatism to be the workers
line in Prance as in Germany?  France
and Germany “are two different things,"
says Trotsky, avoiding to call for
revolutionary defeatism in imperialist

France., In 1914-1917, Tzarist Russia
was allied to "democratic" France in a
war against Kaiserist Germany. Those
groups were &l s 0 "two different
things." But Lenin said "a plague on
both your houses." Lenin, guidod only
by the naturec of tho ruling class
whick waged the war, called for the
dofeat of all the imperialists, "domo-
cratic," autocratic or constitutional~-
monarchist. Lonin left no room in the
mind of the workers for chauvinist
poison. Recognizing that imperialism
of any stripe can fight only a roac-
tionary war, regardless of the nature
of its allies or encmics, Lenin by his
policy of revolutionary defeatism and
of transforming tho imperialist war
into a civil war established the first
workers state. The TFrench workers
mast hold firmly in mind this fun-
damental principle: Any war fought by
France while it remains capitalist
will be wholly reactionary regardless
of againgt whom or in alliance with
whom it will be wagod, and regardless
of whether France is ths "aggressor"
or the "dofender." Imperialism, wheth-
er “democratic" or fascist, whother
allied with the Devil or with tho Lord
has only one purpose — Impoerialist
plunder, supprossion and oxploitation
of tho masses.

The utter fallacy of Trotsky's
position on ‘"mixed wars" is glaringly
exposed by tho ludicrous phantom situ-
ations he must conjure up to bolster
his arguments. In an article grandilo-
quéntly entitled "Learn To Think,"
Trotsky has imperialist France defend-
ing — a Soviet Belgiuml

"Let us imagine that in the next
Europsan war the Belgian prolet.
ariat conquers power sooner than
the proletariat of France. Un-
doubtedly Hitler will try to crush
proletarian Belgium. In order to
cover up its own flank the French
bourgeois government might find it~
self compelled to help the Belgian
workors? goverrment with arms. The
Belgian soviets of course would
reach for these arms with both
hands. But actuated by thc »rin-
ciple of defeatism, perhaps the
French workers ought to block thoir
bourgeoisie from shipping arms to




proletarian Belgium? Only direct

traitors or out-and-out idiots can
reason thus." (L. Trotsky, "Learn
to Think," The New International,
July 1938, p. 206.)

And so, with a wave of the wand —
"Let us imagine"— Trotsky annihilates
the whole of historical experiencs.Ths
history of all proletarian revolutions
beginring with the Paris Comrmune teach-
es that when the workers overtirow
capitalism the bourgeoisie make every
effort to drop their diiferences and
unite to crush the revolutionary devel-
opments. What the Belgian workers can
expect if they selze power before the
French is that French imperialism will
make a ferocicus onslaught on the Rel-
gian Soviet and if necessary will turn
Europe inside out to destroy the works
ers state in Belgium. Only the literary
gifts of a Trotsky will enable one to
"imagine" that French imperialism will
not only tolerate a new workers state
right on its borders but will actually
help it. If the imperialists were at
one time not entirely clear as to the
necessity of forming a united front to
destroy every revolutionary attempt on
the part of the workers, we may rest
assured that thoe expericnce of the
Russian and othor rovolutions at the
end of the world war has not been
wasted on them. Unlike Trotsky, tae
imperialists are not guided by "“imagi-
nation" but only by the regquircmonts
of the class struggle. 2Zut Trotsky,
who played so vital a part in defeat-
ing the intermentioniit forces during
the Russian civil war,solemnly assuras
the "Belgian Soviet" that Frenca im-
perialism will help it. There is on}y
ond roply to this Trotskyist giduer-
isht Learn to think.
* * *

The Lovestoneites a 1 s o spreal
social-patriotic illussions about
"mixed wars." They state clearly that
they will not call for revolutionary
defeatism in any capitalist country if
it is allied to the OSoviet Union in
one of thcse hypothetical ™unixed wars"s

"On +the other hand, the Inter.
national Commnist Opposit ion
(Lovestoneitos) voted against the
war resolution because this resolu-~
tion called for a policy of revolu~
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tionary dercatism for all capital-
ist countrios engaged in war in-
cluding those allied with the So-
viet Unicn. The I. L. P., although
it voted for the resolution, shared
tac viewpoint of the I. C. O.on
'mixod wars'." (Workers Age, article
on tho Paris Conferonce, April 2,
1938.) ‘

sac that oven the centrist
I.L.P. ir order to savc its face went
througl: the form of voting for the
near-Leninist resolution introducdd &
the Paris Conforcnce.

Thus wo

It is impossible to have a Lenin-
ist position on all the aspects of the
contemporary war problem without an
understanding of all the forms of oOp-
portunisu that infect the proletarian
ranks. Every oprortunist organization,

despite all its cries to thoc contrary,

in one way or another gives aid and
comfort to Stalinism and the bourg-
eoisic. A glaring examplc of indirect
assistance to Stalinism is the article,
"Siberian Clashes Sot  Stage For
Soviet-Jap War," in "Labor Front," the
organ of the League for a Revolution-
ary Workers' Party (Fieldites), in its
Soptomber 1938 issuo. Ficld accepts
Protsky's crroncous position on Stal-
inism, i.e., that Stalinism is "buro-

cratic centrism" based on the falso
theory of ‘“socialism in a single
country." Hence, Ficld holds that in

a mistakon offort to build socialism
in a singlse country Stalin vacillates
from ultra~-rightism to wultra-loftism
and vico versa. This in turn causos
the dofsat of the prolctariat in the
capitalist countries and forces Stalin
to roly more and morec on one Or anoth-
or camp of imporialism.

¥icld, thorefore, 1like Trotsky,
bases his analysis of Stalinism on an
jdoalistic promise, namely, Stalin's
fake thoory of socialism in a single
country. In reality, however, Stalin
bases himself only on his burocratic
usurpation and centralization of power.
The "thoory" of socialism in a single
country, which Stalin knows Jjust as
woll as Trotsky and Field 1s sheer
opportunistic invention, servos Stalin
as a demagogic cover for his burocrat-
ic contralization of powor. In ordor



to preserve his peraonal power and the
burocracy waich supports him, Stalin]
since 1923, has been consistenily pre-
venting world proletarian revolution
which he realizes would destroy both
him and his burocracy. For this pur-
pose he has been using the ultra-right
and ultra-left zigzags in the "Comin-
tern." To stave off his other enemy,
world imperialism, Stalin tries to
compromise with such of the imperial-
ists as will for reasons of their own
sign “"pacts®™ with him for the time be-
ing.

In their discussion of the recent
Russo-Japanesc cleshes on the Siberian
border, the Fieldites foster various
illusions in the mind of their readers,
which flow naturaliy from tiedr false
analysis of Stalinism. We saw that
after some noisy squabhling on the
border, Stalin again, as usual, struck
up a bargain with tae Japanese imperi-
alists and the snooting died down.
This, of course, 1s wholly in 1line
with Stalin's policy of compromising
as long as possible with the imperial-

ists. Actually, to defea&t imperialism
is the desire farthest from Stalin's
mind, as &a defeat would immediately

create the danger to Stalin of having
to face a proletarian revolution vhich
would expose and strive to remove the
burocratic digstortion of the first
workers state. What is Field's posi-
tion on this 1latest retreat of Stal-
in's? Field ascribes it to the weak-
ening of the &ked Army by the shooting
of the eight gensrals  (Tuchachevsky,
etc.). Otherwise, says the Fieldite
organt

"Had it not been for tris th e
situation would have been favorable
for a Russian war against Japan."
("Lavor Front," September, 1938.)

In this analysis, the Fieldites spread
a double falsehood. In the first
place, the shooting of sight of Stal-
in's lackeys was for the sole purpose
of further centralizing power in Stal-
in's own hands and had nothing what-
ever to do with Stalin's retreat in
the recent border war. Secondly, even
if these seight henchmen Lad not been
sacrificed to Stalin's greed for power,
Stalin would still have pursued his

policy of compromiging with_ imparial.-
is. Stalin's pdlicy - in time oOf wexr

flows fror Lis policy in time of peace.
During peace Stalin has a line of pre-
venting proletarian revolution and of
corcpromising with imperialism, an d

during war he has followed and will
follow exactly the same line.
Ficld's analysis fosters the illusion

that Stalin might actually want to en-
gage in & real war with imperialism
but that his "“foolish" policy of mur-
dering army officors prevents him from
doing so.

Why, according to Field, did
Stalin engage in even the littls fight-
ing that did occur?

"It must rather be considersd ag
& Russian diversion for she purpose
of assisting China — and for the
also important parpose of reestab-
lishing the much damaged reputation
of the Red Army at home and atroad.”

(Ivid. Our emphasis.)

A more monstrous misconception than
that contained in the underscored part
of tne ahove-quoted sentence can hard-
ly be imagined. Congider 1its down-
right childishness from just the mili-
tary angle. How a few days of skir-
mishing on the bYorder is a help to
China Field falls to explain. The
bordsr clash has caused no change
whatever in the alighnment of military
forces in Asia, and Japan's attack on
China has continued unabated. Further,
why should Stalin want to help China?
Ooviously, Fioeld believes Stalin would
like to see China defeat Japanese ime—

poerialism. TFor what purpose, we ask,
would Stalin want this to occur? So
that revolution. can be unleashed
throughout Asia, and perhaps in the

entire world? Is this what Ficld con-
ceives to be Stadin's line? Reality,
however, shows that just the opposite
is Stalin's line. Prevention of rovo-
lution, which incidentally results in
the stabilization of imperialism is
Stalin's policy. If Stalin wanted to
aid China, is it nocessary for him to
engage in border clashes and compro—
miGes? Only an idiot would engage in
such piffling tactics when he has at
his commend an immonss army and a huge
war industry = and Stalin is far from
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being ar iciot. On the contrary, Stal-

ir has consigtently  sivce 18323 si.own
himsels - Lto be remarvizovly cepable in
carrying oot his erimencl plang. The

ubter falsity ol TField's aaalysis te-
comes nora and more alurlre «~$ Wwe pro-
ceed to oxamire the situation roal-
istically.

Like Trotsky, TField's incorrect
analysis of Stalinisa lecves him ea-
tirs1y kelirloes to combutl this chiaf
menaes in the proletorian ranks tolay.
Fiesila's  Foppos:itior? to Dtalinisnm
boils down to addressing kind wor ds of
advice to vhe Xrealin cang  of ~(ou1d~
rels, Field woutd like fhe “goviet
Union" to tecome rvevolutionarys

WIf the Scoviet Union is to win
the support of *the tciling rasses
in capitalist countries, if it is
to prepere taem to resist the war
propoeganda of their owm cx 1talists,
tlen inctead of representing the
strnugglc as one over territory, it
should explain frankly ta the work-
ars of the world that what is in-
volved is a struggle against Japan-
es? and world imperialism, a stiug-
gle for thc liberation of the Chin-
ose masses and the colonial masses
the world over." (Ibid.)

This is how Field "combats" Stalinism!
Instead or a clear statement that the
Soviet Union (read: Stalin) ecarn nover
adopt a genuine revolutionary position,
Field leaves the rcader with ths im-
taing to do is to
continue advising $Stalin until he has
a turn of heart. Instcad of pointing
out that for Stalin to turn revolution-
ary would requirs him to expose all
his crimes of the past fiftean years
and heuce to coumit political suicids,
Field crecates the 1illusion that if
enough pressure 1is exerted against
Stalin the latter may be forced to be-
come rcvolutionary. Instead of toach-
ing the workors that thore is no lib-
eration possible except through the
destruction of Stalinism and every
form of opportunisw and the building
of a new revolutionary international
in terms of such destruction, F i e 1ld
leaves the reader with the vaguc hope
of better times ahead =— proswaably as
soon as Stalin finds the timo to read
"Labor Front." This 1line of hoping

against hope that Stalinism will re-

form itself — with the helyp of advice

frog Trotsky-Field — can only disarm

the nrolcta:iat  before the ever-

incrsasirg onslaughts of readtion.

Whil> such fwulse conceptions of the

nature of Stalirnism, the main eneny

within the working class, hold sway,

all «wallr of buiMiing a Fouridh Inter-

naticnal is nothing but empty chatter.

A TFourth Intornational can be built

only in *eras of acatroying the influ~

ence of every kin¢ of opportunism in-

faeting the projetariat. If one does

not undarstmd the nature of the most

potent form or prasent-day opportunism,
Stalinisn, cno :aa only end up as a
viciim of capitalist reaction which

thrives on thie ascistance given to it

bty epnorcbeaism. '‘he proletarian van-

guard mast koow the story of the true

origin of evory form of onportunism,

vhat it consists of an how it oper—

atos, elre it will go down under the

heo; of universal fascisme I n  his

work to form the Third International,

Lenin clearly defined the chief enemy

in the proletarien camp: "Opportunism
is our principal oenemy." (V. I. Lenin,

"The Irtornational Situation and the

Funcamontal Tagks of the C.I.", July

19, 1920). Leain consistently fought

for the destruction of cvery form of

opportunism, without which destruction
Le understood the overthrow of capital-
ism to bYe an imposgsible task.e Lenin
made no shabby and cowardly attcmpts
to avoid the struggle against opport-

unism by turning away from the van-

guard of the prolstariat which was un-

der the domination of the opportunists.
On the contrary, Lenin's whole strug-

gle for the building of a revolution-

ary international was framed in terms

of first winning the proletarian van—

guard away from the opportunists. Nor

did Lenin foster illusions of the
possibility of reforming the oppor-

tunists, for he rocognizod thewm as the

sgoundrels that they woere and, we may
say, still are.

Physical diseases can often be
cured without an exact knowledge of
their origin and of how thoey function.
In politics, however, things are far
more complicated. The workers must
know the entire truth about all the
ppnortunists or the victory of
reaction is agsured.
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THE TROTSKYITES AS PROPHETS

By J.C. Hunter

FUNDAMENTAL TEST of genuine
Marxism, as of science in gen-
eral, is its ability accurately
to predict the course of t h e
future in outline form at least.

According to the Trotskyites, the
basis of the Stalinist zigzags, ultra-
leftism and ultra-rightism, is Stalin's
false theory of ‘'socialism in one
country." Stalin, say the Trotskyites,
does not understand the A B C of Marx-
ism and through his burocratically do-
minated machine lurches back and forth
from sectarianism to reformism. Stal-
inism is considercd by the Trotskyltes
to be "burocratic centrism.” The
ultra-left and ultra-right zigzags are

held to be the yvaccilationg of a
centrist.

During the ultra-left days of
1929-1934, the Trotskyites considered
themselves a faction of the Staiintern

whose task 1t was to correct Staelin by
means of letters, appeals and critigques
addressed to the Master in the Kremlin.
Whilo keeping up a barrage of "advice"
to Stalin, they preached confidence in
the Stalinist party. "All eyes to the

Commnist Party." (L.Trotsky, "Germany

— What Next?" 1932, p. 186.) In 1934
the Stalinists made a turn to the pres-

ent ultra-right zigzag and as a prolude

formed a fraudulent united front with
the Socialist Party of France, a
"united front" which was in reality a
convenient egreement between these two

counter-revolutionary organizations to

keep mum about ocach others crimes.

Trotsky, howevor, hailed this "™united

front" a change for the bettor on

the part of the Stalinists:

as

"We have already said that the
united front of the Socialist and

Cormmnist Parties embodios immense
possibilities. If it only wants it
seriously, it will tomorrow bocome
master in France. But the will mst
bo thero.® (Leon Trotsky, "Whither
Fr&nce," P. 43')

When the "united front" developed into
a full-fledged ultra-right zigzag,
Trotsky and his henchmon, arguing on
the grounds of the coincidence of a
social-patriotic 1line in the Stalin-
torn and the oxistonco of the Franco-
Soviet Pact, maintained that the Popu-
lar Front lino 4is based on Stalin's
desiroc to win the friendship of the
"domocratic" imperialists. TFor the
sake of an alliance with the "democra~
tio" imperialists, Stalin abandoned

the rovolutionary struggle, said the
Trotskyitos, implying that prior to
tha installation of +tho ultra-right

zigzag Stalin was a revolutionary —
who made some mistakes.

Today we see that Stalin has lost
the "friendship" of his French imperi-
alist. ‘“allies." Hence, according to
tho Trotskyites, he will have to turn
to Amorican imperialism as his last
hope Dbecause America is a "democracy."
Still conceiving the Stalintern ultra-
right zigzag to Yo wholly based upon
Stalin's foreign policy, the Trotsky-
ites predict that the C P U S A will
make a new zigzag — s8till further to
the right:

‘"In this country you may expect
that you will be called on to make
yourselves more than ever devoted
patriats,ardent partisans of Roose-
velt,of American imperialism, which
is now Stalin's best bet." (Social-
ist Appeal, October 5, 1938; front
pege editorial.)
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Thus the Trotskyites "warn" the meme
bers of the C P U S A. This predic-
tion is precisely the central point
of the present article. We hold it to
be entirely false, and in opposition
predict that the C P U S A and the en-
tire Stalintern will make a lurch to
an ultra-left zigzag after passing
through some intcrmediate stages.

The DYasis of our prediction is
the thesis that Stalin is not a mis-
taken centrist but is rather a con-
scious counter-revolutionary and has
been so since 1923. Stalin, 4in order
burocratically to contralize all power
in the Soviet Union in his own hands,
has since 1923 been employing the
"Comintern" to prevent proletarian re-
volution. For this criminal purpose
ho has been wusing the ultre-rignt and
ultra-left zigzags. Althcugh practiced
by the Stalinist sections of all eapi-
talist countries, it took effectim:
actually preventing proletarian revo-
lutien in the following countries:

1923 - Ultra-right zigzag -~  Germany
1924 - Ultra-left ziggag -~ ZEsthonia
1925-1928 - Ultra-right - England)
Chin a)
1929-1934 - Ultra~left -  Germany)
Spain,
France)

From 1935 +to0 +the present, an ultra-
ight ziczer - Spaln. ancd, CHina.

In each case the purpose and results
have been the same, Stalin, who
contrary to the fairy tales spread by
the Trotskyites, is quite well
acquainted with Marxism, realizes that
a proletarian revolution swecping the
world would wipe him and his counter-
revolutionary burocracy out of exist-
once. Hence his gencral lino is to
prevent revolution while at the same
time endsavoring to dicker with one or
another group of imperialists to fowe-
stall intervention in the Soviet Union.
That the Stalintern line is not dir-
ectly dependent upon Stalin's forcign
policy is clearly show by the
"friendly" relations obtaining betwoen
Stalin and German imperialism up to
1933 despite the ultra-left howling of
the Stalinists in Germany. When the
victory of Hitler i4in 1933 made the
ultra~left zigzag obviously untenable

as an instrument of counter-revolution,
Stalin gradually and cautiously intro-
duced tho presont ultra-right zigzag.
Fundamentally, 1t makes no difference
to Stalin which zigzag he uses, for
they both accomplish the aamc ends,the
provention of proletariay rewvolution.

At the present time, the course
of evonts is such that the ultra-right,
Popular Front zigzag is becoming a
patent fraud which 4if continued may
cause many Stalinist rank-and-filers
to begin to break with Stalinism and
thus give riso to the danger (for
Stalin) of the formation of a new and
genuine revolutionary movement. The
"democracy versus fascism" slogan is
being made ridiculous in light of the
way the "democracies" togcther with
the fascist powers are ganging up on
the Soviet Union. Henco it is neces-
sary for Stalin soon to abandon the
ultra-right zigzag for an ultra~left
one. Regardless of ¢the ultra-left
shrieking which will be heard in the
near future, Stalin will try to con-
tinue his policy of attompting to div-
ide the imperialists, compromising
with some of them, though his chances
of succeeding are practically zero for
world imperialism has at last come to
an undsrstanding to launch a united
attack on the Soviet Union.

Thero has hardly been a Trotsky-
ist analysis and prediction taat prov-
cd cbrrest, (L. T. on Cetmany.)

To sum up: the Trotskvites pre-
dict a turn further to the right in
the line of the C P U S A. We, on the
contrary, insist that, unless a strong
revolutionary movement arises, a turn
to the ultra-left in the C P U S A and
throushiout tho Stalintern is in the
offing. If the future proves our pre-
diction to be correct, will the Trot-
skyite leaders openly admit that their
analysis of Stalinism and its mothods
are false or will they, as usual, dis-
crectly "forget" thoi» much vaunted
"Bolsiovik-Leninist self-criticism "?
Neverl For Trotskyism doos not admit
its wrong predictions and the result-
ant damage - to the workers. It goes
right ahecad making false prephe-
cies confusing the workers,misorient—
ing taem and objectively assisting

Stalinism and international reaction.
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