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Jhe GWork of the
Popular FFromt
sQUermment

by Harry Millon

THE SURRENDER OF BARCELONA

HE SPANISH BOURGEOISIE wunder the
leadership of General Franco have,
with the assistance of the capitalists
of the whole world and of the traitors
in the ranks of the working class,suc-
ceeded in crushing the masses of Spain,

In order to understand how the
defeat of the Spanish toilers was made
possible it is necessary to understand
the nature and the role of the Loyal-
Lst Government and its attitude toward
Franco.

The shocking surprise of the sur-
render of Barcelona and the startling
details accompanying the rniews of this
surrender Wwere carried by the world
press to millions of anxious an d
astourided workers:

"BARCELONA TAKEN WITHOUT A FIGHT"

"Franco's legions march into the
city without firing a shot." (N.Y.
Times January 27, 1939.)

"Barcelona fell to Franco's en-
circling troops without a shot be-
ing fired within its gates." (Her-
ald Tribune, January 27, 1939,)

"The great metropolis was report-
ed to have fallen at the last
without serious fighting." (N, Y.
Post, January 25, 1939.)

~ surrounding country d4id not

Every day and every hour brought
additional and more striking and vivid
reports. City after city fell to
Franco without a fight. Clearly a de-
bacle was in the making. Apathy, re-
sontment and astonishment prevailed.
Uppoermost in the minds of the workers
was a questioning wondsr at the sud-
denness of the complete collapse, at
the utter surrender of the government,
at the easec and rapidity with which
the fascist tide rolled ont

", ....the people discussed main-
ly the astonishing rapidity with
which the Rebels had reached strik-
ing distance..." (N. Y. Times, Jan-
uary 24, 1939.)

of Barcelona and the
expect
this rapid advance of the fascists and
the failure on the part of the govern-
ment to defend the city. On the cont-
rary the groat astonishment of the
pdople was justifiable after what had
been instilled in their minds by the
Loyalist "defenders." Before the Bar-
celona masses had been abandoned in
this unexpected surrender they had
bYeen given every indication that the
c¢ity would be defended. The glowing
promises of the leaders did not pre-
parc them for ths despair to follow:

The masses
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""The taking of Barcelona will
not be an easy matter,' the govern—
mer.t had broadcast. 'The populesion
of Barcélona is ready, and the cvity
will be defended inch Dby inch,
strect by strect, housc by housa.!'
(N.Y.Tines, Jani26," A639.y> Our en-—
phasis.) ' '

To instill into the population a sense
of security and as proof of their in-
tention to defend the city "inch by
inch" the government had takén meas-
ures to mobilize the population and
throw up fortifications inthe city:

"The Government morpilized Bar-
celona's entire population  for
military and civilian defenses, de-
clared martial 1law, and tarew up
fortifications in the city for huse
to house defense..." (Now YorkPost
January 25, 1939.)

No suspicion or uneasiness. was .folt in
the city vecausc of thoe powerful fort-
ification that surrounded it. On the
ouiskirts of the city, running  along
the natural line. of mountain dofonses
was a string of first class fortifica-

tions. About a year previous to tae
surrender of the city the "defendas"

had begun preparations of these forti-
fications in casc of needs By the
time France had crossed the Ebro Rivor
thore had been comoloted f6r the do-
fenss of Barcelona the strongest lims
of fortifications in the entirec war:

"Tho govornment's main defense
lines are some miles to the cast.
Barcelona reports said the lines
were the strongest yet built during
the conflict.

"It was said the fortifications
had been ander comnstruction for
more than a year, Work startad on
them, the reports said, beforec the
Insurgente launched their first

n against Catalo " (N.

inme, Fant 28, h5g o (T
Can one wonder at tho great as-
tor:ishment of the workors as Franco
with remarkable ease, marched through
thsso formidable fortifications.  As
a final touch of irony, the government
Lhad plastered the entire city with the
slogan "NQ PASSARANI" —the government
then fled and Franco entered. Up to

"Barcslona

the very last moment the myth of “de-
‘forise® hal been kept up by the govern-
meat. Not only among the pserle of
was tlhis spread,but throvgh
the foroign correspondents the out-
side world was aleo fgiven t3o false
imrressien oFf an intended defense to
the bittor end:

"But this canital is going to go
down struggling to the ond if it
goos at ail." (Herbert L. Mathews,
N.Y.Times, Jan. 26, 1939.)

Howsver ghocking the surprise of
tho Barcelona surreridar was to thoe
outside world and to the Barcelona
masses, it was no surprise at all to
the Loyalist Government. Durirg all
the declarations about the house to
house "proparations" of the "defense",
the Sparish Foreign Minister,del Vayo,
was in France and in conference with
Georges Bonnet, Foreoign Minister o f
Franco. There del Vayo admitted, two
days before the surrender, that Franco
was going to get Barcelona:

"PARIS, Jan.: 4y~ The Spanish
Foreizn Minister, Julio Alvarez del
Vayo, in & canference today with
tLe French Foreign Minister,Georges
ernmenit @oxpoctod the early loss of
Barcelona:"™ (N. Y. Tdmes, Jan. 25,
1939.)

This same Julio Alvarez del Vayo,three
days later, on returning to Catalonia,
after hid expoctations had become a
gruesome fact, protondéd to bs dazed
at the eatastrophes Vincent Shaecan,
who was with him at the timo,describes
the incident:

"Senor Alvarez del Vayo :secmed
dazed by the extent of the cata- -
strophe, which he had not exvected."
(NeY.Times, Jan. 28, 1939.)

The handing over of Barcelona to
the Fagcists, and especially the cir-
cumstances surrouniing it naturally
could not pass without an explanation
from the 1leaders of the debacle. Tha
"explanation" was not long in coming.

The fact that no attempt was made to

hold Barcbloha was explained by  the
leadors as part of @& plan to "prevent
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weakening the remainder of the govern-
mant forces® and "to save from isola~
tion some important war matorial®:

"An attempt to hold Barcelona
would have meant risking soparating
the army into two parts and subject-
ing the city to a major bombardment.
It was explained such an eventual-
ity would have weakened considar-
ably the government's remaining
forces." (N.Y.Times, Jan. 27,1939.)

"It was oxplained that any at-
tompt to hold the city would have
risked isolation of some of the
best troops and most important war
material." (Herald Tribune, January
27, 1939.)(Our emphasis - L.L.)

The audacity of the Loyalist
leaders in this incredibls "explan-
ation" 1is almost beyond grasp. In ths
face of the immensity of the tragedy
of the Barcelona surrender one is
struck with the unbounded cynicism of
this explanation. Barcelona is not
some minor advantage at the front that
can be sacrificed in order to rally
after a short retreat. Barcelona is
the backbone of the whole of Catalonia
and even of entire Spain. Barcelona
is itself the most important war
materiale the heart of industrial
Spain and the center of the war
industry; tho largest and most mcdern
city of Spain; the chief seaport on
the Mediterranian; the key to all the
roads and communications. In addition
it contained at the time of the sur-
render a population of over 2,000,000
people, including tho most advanced,
the most militant and the largost sec-
tion of the Spanish proletariate.

Try as one may, it is impossible
to conceive how the abandonment to
Franco of this most jmportant of all
objectives in the whole of Spain could
possibly avoid weakening the remainder
of the Loyalist forces. On the cont-
rary, it only could and did deal these
forces a mortal blow. There were very
few observers who agreed with ths gow
ernment as to the effect of such a
strategy, or were satisfied with the
"explanation". Vincent Sheean wrote
as follows to the New York Times
(Jarmary 28, 1939):

"As an extremely sympathetic ob-
server who Las never herctofore mer-
tioned defcat, I tell the plain
truth, waich is that this disaster
is irroparable."

Hervert L. Mathows, expressing his
views on the meaning of the fall of
Barcelona, was just as definite in his
opinion of the vital importance of
holding Barcelona:

"If Barcelona falls the main-
spring of the Republican machine is

broken." (New York Times, Janury
26, 1939.)
But the leaders responsible for this

surrender minimized the importance of

Barcelona in the scheme of the war, in

an effort to play down the seriousness

of their oriminal act. Even if one is
prone to take the government's "explan-
ation" at its face value, oven if one

is inclinad to accept tho leaders!

Judgement in military strategy, yet

out of all the dcclarations, claims

and counter-claims one fact remains:
the largost city in Spair, the heart

of Spain's munition industries, was

handed over to the Fagcists without a
strugzle and intact. Even the very
elementary military precautions of de-

stroying armament centers valuable to

the enemy were not taken:

"The Loyalists had done little
destruction before abandoning the
city."(Herald Tribune,Jan.27,1839.)

The criminal abandonment of Bar-
celona did mnot deter the Socialist
Premier Negrin from continuing unabat-
8d his promisss of other defenses to
come. Immediately after turning Bar-
coelona over to Franco the engineers of
the surrender proclaimed tuat the
army was now in a position to fight
effectively:

"Premier Juan Negrin said in a
speech to the nation last night
that the Loyalist army had been re-
organized and reinforced by new men
from Central Spain, and was pre-—

- pared to fight 'to the death?,

"3The republican army can now
effoctively face the enemy assault,?
%e said. N;Freshf grmyt%nits %avg

eon brought up from the centra
2one. TR OREYTpaE, Tiom. 58° 1558
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Everyone felt and understood the
fatal blow the surrender of Barcelona
had dealt to the Loyalist army. Imme-
diately upon the surrender of Barcelo-
na the French and British imporiali:ts
set in motion machinery to bBring about
recognition of Franco as the legal
government in Spain. Yet the leaders
of the surrender went on promising the
workers that they would bdring about
the defeat of Franco:

"Nevertheless Loyalist leaders,
notably Senor Negrin, General Jose
Miaja, and Colonel Segismundo
Casado feel confident of final vic-
tory." (N. Y. Times, Jan. 29, 1939)

While the smokescreen speeches
about new defenses and about final
victory were being made, chiefly for
the consumption of Madrid-Valencia
section of Spain, dispatches reaching
the outside world told something of
the true state of affairs in Catalonia.
Again the mythical Loyalist defense
was being swept aside by "..an Insur-
gent army sweeping northward through
Catalonia almost without opposition"
(New York Times, Jan. 29, 1939 - Our
emphasis)s The pretense of a new de—
fense line in Catalonia was kept up by
Negrin even in the c¢hambers of the
Cortes, then holding a meeting in the
¢ellars of Figueras:

"The Premior told the Deputies a
new 1line of defense was Dbeing
eracted in Northern Catalonia which
should check the Insurgent advance."
(New York Times, February 3, 1939.)

But the cold reality was soon to prove
that Negrin's "dofense 1lines" were
nothing but empty words and empty pro-
mises, for at that very time the Fas-
cists were moving on unhampered:

"The rebels were advancing on
every front. There was no indica-
tion that tley could be stop pecd
short of the frontier,and catastro-
phe threatened the Loyalist army in
Catalonia." (World-Telegram, Feb.
4, 1939.) |

It is quite evident that Negrin's
promises were nothing but falsehcods,
in complete contradiction witlh reality.

But these were not simple, vain boast-
ings on bhis part, nor were they cal-
culated merely tc spread cheer to tac
workers in ivhis hour of {heir misery.
Negrin's promises of defense and as-
sumed optimism had their cold politic-

al purpose.

Negrin realized that the turning
over of Barcelona to Franco without a
fight might arouse the resentmen. ol
the workers. The prime necessaty for
the People's Front government just
then was to forestall any attempts on
the part of the workers and soldiers
from taking command of the defcnse in
their own hands.

Signs of such movements on local
scales were many and multiplying
rapidly. At ome point Negrin was

shouted down by the massos angered at
the debacle. Workers, breaking from
the control of their treacherous lead-
ers, arosc against the local authori-

ties in several towns. Resentful
militiamen rofused to obey their
officers while one commandcr was even

imprisoned by thems Fleeing Loyalist
commanders had to run the gauntlet of
rescentful Catalan guards: to escape
ovor the French border:

"Premier Negrin was shouted down
wnen he attempted to adidress a
crowd at La Junquera..... General
Quintana, an important republican
leader, was imprisonede..... Bloody
incidents were feared in the
famished refugee crowded town.

"Colonel Henrique Gallan, former
Loyalist cormmander in Puigcerda,
and four other soldiers fought
their way into France when Loyalist
border guards tried to stop them."
(Wor1a-Telogram, February 4, 1939.)

But since defeated and greatly confus-
ed soldiers were wunable to break out
of the shell of treachery that sur-
rounded them, the spontanzous revolts
renained localized and for the time
petered out. Nogrin's deceitful pro-
clamation of a "new defensc" had its
chloroforming effect. The glow ing
promises of Negrin's wore broadcast
with special »nains, for the government
took every means to see that the news
about the '"new defense lino" reached



the ears of the masses and especially
of the soldiers:

"The Premier's woris of confid-

SURRENDER

ot

ence were carried to the civilian
population and the troops by make-
shift nowspapers and by the mediov-
al means of public criers." (N. Y.
Post, February 2, 1939.)

OF TAREKAGONA

FRANCO!S unopposed entry into Bar-
celona crcated a sensatin and oltter-
ness among workers ever rwhore. There
were other losses before this, which
were also followed by immediate pro-
mises of the government to continue
with a new "defense", yet no such re-
action had gripped ths workers befors.
It is only the immensity of the pree-
ent loss and the suddenness of ths de-
vacle that have magnified these char-
acteristics in the 1late events. TYet
the terrible fate of the workers of
Barcelona was heraulded in advance -
there were many indications of foul
play previous to the immediate surren-
der. In the rapidly moving events
since the Barcelona days, it should
not be forgotten that this was not the
firgt sell-out perpetrated by  the
"government of victory". Overshadowed
by the crime of the surrender of Bar—
celona and the subsequent events, and
already fading in the memory of a good
many workers is the Tarragone betrayal
of only two weeks before. The sarlier
case of the treacherous surrender of
Tarragona was 80 strikingly parallel,
as to have been in reality but a dress
rehearsal for the criminal Barcelona
surrender, Here also the government
reported -its intentions to make a
strong stand in the d e f en g8 e of
Tarragonas

"The government reported it was
entrenching for a strong stand in
the Tarragona sector." (N.Y. Times,
January 15, 1939.)

But swiftly following on the heels of
that reassuring report came word of
the true state of affalrs which natur-
ally were in complete contradiction to
the hypocritical claims made by the
government. The surprising news came
that a major city of Catalonia had
beon given up by the Loyalist govern—
ment withuout a fights

"TARRAGONA FALLS WITHOUT FIGHTING"

"Scarcsly firing a shot, the
Spanish Insurgents sewept through
lower Catalonia yesterday and car-
tured the seaport of Tarragona."
(New York Times, Jan. 16, 1939.)

It might appsar now, after the
tremendous success Franco met in Cata~
lonia,that the gurrender of Tarragona,
the second largest city and seaport in
Catalonia =and itself a major indust-
rial centre, Franco then regarded as
his most- important victory in the en-
tire war td that time. We gather that
from the report of Wm. P. Carney, N.Ye
Times correspondent. He then  wrote
that the fall of Tarrapgona to Franco
was?

"That mipght be considered Gener-
alissimo Francisco Franco's most im-
portant victoriocus day, not only in
the present drive in Catalonia, but
in the wnole war SO far.e.ee.." (Now
York Times, Jan. 16, 1939.)

An important feature of this Fascist
victory was that key positions leading
to Tarragona were "“capturei" with an
ease and rapidity beyond the expect—
ations of the Fascistm themselves?

", ...Montblanch, a key to Tarra~ -
gona, as well as Cervera, on the
Lerida-Barcelona road was captured
sooner than had been expected." (Wm.
P. Carney, N.Y.Times, Jan.,18, 1939.)

Had not the entire Catalonian
debacle followsed 80 closely on the
heels of the Tarragona surrender, the
Tarragiona incident would have in itself
been a major betrayal. The amazcment
that the well-protected Tarragona had
been riven over to Franco without a
fight was limited mainly to t he
foreigyn military observers in that
sector. They openly expressed their
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completd surprise at the hasty aband-
onment of this extremely important

city:
"Military obeervers were amaged
at the speed of the government

troops! withdrawal throughout ower
Catalonia virtually without firing a
shot except for rear guard actions
to cover the retreat. They suggest-
ed that the government might be re-
tiring to a 'surprise'! defense line
Just inside the border of Barcelona
province.

"These sources 869 little immed.
iate danger to the capital itself,
They said the orderly withdrawal of

+ the governmont forces indicated
that it might ©be part of a long-
lai¢ plan to make the most de%er-
mined stand along the natural lines
of mountain defenses near the pro-
vincial border." I[New York Times
Jarmuary 16, 1939.)

Here we have another clear indication
that from the military point of view,
the rapid retreats were beyond justi-
fication. How well the Loyalist lead-
ers of treacherous surrender have uti-
lized the '"natural lines of mountain
defynses™ 1s nowpart of the gruesome
history of the Catalonian betrayal.

LAGE® OF ARMS

EVERY thinking worker upan'ao-
covéring irou the first shock of the in-
credulous events in Catalonia was im-
medlately confronted with the natural
question "WH Y 7" Why the sudden re-
treat? Why was there no defense of
Tarragona, of Barcelona, of Catalonial?
The Loyalist 1leaders explained that
theres was a lack of arms constantly,
before the surrender, during and es-
pecially after the surrender. Except-
ing this explanation from the Peoplels
Front Government,the press correspond-
ents reported that the great ocata-
strophe was due solely to the lack of
Loyalist arms with which to equip the
fighters. The New York Times corres-
pondent, Harbert L. Mathews, reported
particularly the lack of machine guns.
Another correspondent, interviewing
workers who fled the abandoned city,
was glven the information that bullets
were 80 scarce that they had to be
actually rationed out:

"The need was machine guns; in
fact, failure to defend Barcelona
in the end can be ascribed primgri-
ly to the lack of these weapons."
(Horvert L. Mathews, N.Y. Times,
Feb. 4, 1939. Our empha.sis - LL)

"The last rations of bullets had
been five per day per rifle on the
eouthern edge of the city."(Vincent
Sheean, N.Y.Times, Jan. 28, 1939.)

soon as the dust of the

rapid events began to settle, indica~

tions appeared that secmed to bdélie

the claims of the Loyalist government

together with the impression that

these correspondents had spread. Re-

ports gradually began to seep in point-
ing to the fact that the Loyalist

government had in its pogsession vast

quantitieg of armg at the time the un-

defended cities were abandoned to

Franco. In Barcelona propervhae bul-

lets had to be "rationed" to the work-

ers, the Fascists came into possession .
not only of the vast industrises that

manufacture these arms, but large

stores of arms ready for use. A New

York Post dispatch is printed with the

announcement "that huge quantities of

war materials were captured with Bar-

celona" (January 28th). The New York

Times correspondent with Franco forces,
Wm. P. Carney, mentions that vast

stores of arms in Barcelona fell into

Franco's hands:

But as

".e.esvictory over Bapublicans in
Catalonia is held all the more sig-
nificant because of the vast gtores

of nts, munitions and food
they abandoned in  their retreat
from Barcelona."” (Wm. P. Carney,

New York Times, Janaary 29th,1939.
Our emphasis - L.L.)

Associated Press reports confirm this
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when speaking of the conditions in
Barcelona after its surrender:

"There (Barcelona) great factor-
les and gtores of war guprliesg were
in Insurgent hands." (New Y ork
Times, January 29th, 1 ¢ 3 9 - Cur
erphasis - L.L.)

Details bYegan to reach the outside
world as to amounts and varieties of
arms. Among the stores uncovered were
the very maehine guns the supposed
lack of which was mainly responsible
for the failure to defend Barcelona.
According to the New York Times, Janu-
ary 29th, about . 1,000 machine guns
were found abandoned teo the Fascists.

As the shatterecd Loyalist army
rolled back and the Fascist aflvanced,
more rumitkons constantly fell into
the hands of F r a n c¢ o. Practically
every town that surrendered to Franco
added its contribution to the mounting
total of munitions, guns, planes and
equipment:

"In Barcelona as well as in sub-
sequently captured towns Gensral

Franco!s recuporation service con-
timues to  discover daily 'more
stocks of abandoned war material.

Eighteon mnew planes and sixty nine
new motors were found in an air-
eraft factory at Vich. Huge mund-
“tion deposite feéll into General
Francols hands in the villages of
Ripolet and Sadanela.' (New York
Times, February 4th, 1939.)

The Loyalist government had these arms
when Franco was approaching. Why were
they not distributed among the workers
at the fronts to the last? Or failing
to distribute whoy were they left to
Franco by the Loyalist commanders un-
destroyed? Nor were these vast. stores
of arms obligingly left to Franco, the
only munitions in Catalonia at the
time of the crimindl surrenders. The
ratreating Loyalist army dragged with
it over the French bordetr other large
amounts of light and heavy artillery,
arms, tanks and planes. Many fighting
planes had been thers but were mt
used in the defense of Tarragona and
Barcolonas. Scores of planes crossed
the French border at different paints

&0 be confiscated and later to be
turned over to Franco, as the legal
ruler of Spain. Other planes were
left to Franco and a great mumber flew
over to Central Spain without giving
battle to the unrushing Fascists:

"PERPIGNAN, France, FebeG.-— At
least s i x t y Loyalist fighting
planes today landed at Fronch air-
ports." (World-Tolegram, February
6, 1939.)

"Some government planes landed
in France, but most of what romain-
ed of tho govormment air force was
roported to have flown to the cont-
ral Spanish zone,ombracing Valencia
and Madrid." (N. Y. Times, Fob. 6,
1939,)

Finally the stroam of war materi-
als rolling toward the French border
assumed such onormous proportions that
it hecame the cause of astonishment
and special commont. The New York
Times, which only a few-days before,
basing itself wupon the “information®
socured from tae Loyalist lsaders, had
editorialed the lack of planes, tanks
and guns,was able to headline a direct
wiroless message (Feb. 8, 1939):

UARMS IN PROFUSION SENT OVER BORDER™

The article went on to 1list such
variad items and in such largo quanti-
ties tha% thc reporter himself empha~
sized the apparent falschood of those
who had so 1loudly shoutod about the
lack of arms:

"That the Catalonian army did
not lack the wherewithall to fight
is indicated by the 1large quanti-

ties of arms, including  ninety
field pieces of artillery, machins
guns, trencéh mortars, -anti-tank

guns, rifles, revolvers, hand gren-
ades and airplanes that have boen
gsurrénderced to the French authori-
ties by Loyalist soldiers who have
crogeod the bordereecece

fost of the Artillery crossed
at Bourg-Madame this morning. It
included motorized wunits drawn by
blg six-wheeled trucks of American
make carrying gun ¢rews and towing
annnon of 75 and 105 milimeters.
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"Other artillery sections enter-
ed France at Le Parthus and Perpig-
nan, and numerous machine guns are
among the arms surrenderode....

"Enormous piles of rifles and
arms were stacked at the frontier.
A detachment of fifty motor-cycle
sidecars and complete mechanical
-equipment for an airfield reached
Cerbere."(N,Y.Times, Feb.8,1939.)

And to cap the climax in this fakery
of "lack of arms" there was this most
significant of all news. Standing on
the tracks waiting permission to pull
into Franco were 200 freight carg
packed with armg and munitions:

"According to reports to the
French authorities, 200 freight cars
standing on the tracks at Cerbere
corntain arms and munitions, which
will be inspected by French experts
before their transfer is permitted."
(N. Y. Times, Fob. 8th, 1939.)

One is impressed not only by the enor-
mous amount of arms in 200 freight
cars but by the fact that they were
standing there loaded within a week of
the Barcelona surrender. Why was this
vast amount of war material in freight
cars? If it had previously been .ghip-
ped in from the outside, then obvious-
ly it remained wunloaded at the very
moment when the arms were most needed
by the workers in the defense of the
city. And if these arms were produced
in Catalonia, then 1t 1is clear that
they had been boxed in advange for

Just such a retreat as had beoen plan-
ned. In either case, this additional
vast amount of arms and munitions was
in Catalonia when Barcelona was sur-
rendered for "lack of arms."

The striking f ac t 4in ¢this
qQuestion of arms 1s not the exact
ration of this or that type of artil-
lery possessed by the two armies; but
that ¢the Loyalist government hagd &
profusion of armg which it kept crated
up in box cars or stored away in ware-
houses during the “defense" of Tarra-
gona and of Barcelona and the rest of
Catalonia. Planes, with which it did
not once challenge seriously the
Franco bombardments. Munitions indus-
tries which it turned over to Franco
intact. The daming trutk is that
while thore vere huge stores of muni-
tions in Barcelona and othor towns,
the soldiers were being deliberately
rationed 5 bullets per day. There
were formidatle fortifications around
Barcelona but tho Loyalist commanders
ordercd the workers to give them up
without defense.

Lere is not a shadow of doubt
that the decisive factor in the occu~
pation of Barcelona and entire Catal-
onia by the bloody Fascists was not
the lack of arms in the Loyalist army,
but the sabotage of arms by tho Azanas,
Negrins, Miajas and othor cold-blooded
assassins of the Spanish toiling mass-
es. For a government of treachery and
betrayal no amount. of arms would be
sufficient to win.

THE EXPULSION OF. THE
INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES

THE attempt of tho Spanish bourg-
eoisie +din July 1936 tu establish a
fascist rule " arouscd a spirit of res-
istance not only 'in the Spanish pro-
letariat = but amongst the toilers
throughout: 4he world. - Thousands o f
militant workers rushed to Spain from
various countries: to ~lend a helping
hand to their embattled class brothers.
Tke ‘International Brigades, numbering
thousands of” workers, formed a leading
spirit of’the "Loyalist" Army. ‘It was

last of ‘the

precisely immediately prior to Francols
dirive againsf Catalonia t h a % the
"Loyalist" government expelled the
Intornational Brigades
from its army’

Meeessssat Gonova the League was
suddenly ‘told by Leftist Premier
Juan Negrin that he will speed up
and contimie his rocont evacuation
of foreign volunteers from loftist
Spaih until not a eingle membor of
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the famed
remaing."
17, 1938.)

International Brigade
(Times Magazine, Octobed

Negrin pretended that he was
merely complying with the "non-inter-
vention" agreement to rid both sides
of intornational +troops, But Negrin
know well that the "withdrawal"of
foreign - troops from the Fascist army
was a farce and a fraud. In a message
to the departing Internationals, the

non-intervention plans were cynically

attacked (which he was here carrying
out beyond expectations) and the It-
alian withdrawals wore characterized as
a farce: '

"Thewi thdrawals of
18,000 Italians was repsatedly char-
acterized as a farce, an ironic pan-
tomimc and a fraud." (Tho Now York
Times' Oct. 30 1938.

As far as the outcome of the Loy-
alist "defense" was  concernsed, where
defensc 1s only a stepping stone to
the next retroat and surrender,.the
retention of the International fight-
‘ers at the front certeinly would not
have made -any fundamental difference.
But from a purely strategic' point of
view of rapid surrender .of Catalonia
1t made an enormous differonce. Thase
iighters were -accredited to be among .
the best and most ssasoned ecawpaigners.
They rushed into many breaches to stop
Franco. They themselves had certainly
not asked to be rcleased from duty;
the request ag§ a matter of faci, nay
the insigtence, came from the heads of
the governmoent. "'This painful (!)
duty we now agk of them,' Negrin had
said.!  (Times Magazine, October 17,
1938.)

The Internationals had beon a
bone in the throat of both Franco and
the People's Front Government. . With
the war ever closer to the end they
were becoming a political ombarrass—
ment and would prove a dangerous leak
of information and Opinion if kept on
to. the: very last betrayal. The Loyal-
ist Government showed in ths over-
eagerness some of its withdrawals
that it was/motivated by roespect for
the . "non-intervention" s ¢ h eme, but
by a real desirs to be rid of the In-

of an American millionaire,
‘finally mustered over the French bord-

ternationals. In gome sections eof
Spain the International fighters were
mistered out of service so hurriedly
that no provisions were mmen made to
remove them from Spaine For woeks
they wore abaridoned in Ceontral Spain
until passage was provided by the gift
and were

er barely escaping the F r anco
awalanche as it rolled over Catalonia.

“The 'Lost Legion! of foreign
volunteerd who formerly fought on
the side of the Spanish Govornment
were rushéd from Barcclona ‘toward
the Frerch border today. (Tho noxt
day Franco was in Barcelona.) They
got tho designation 'Lost Legion!
pecanse they were isolated for
weeks in Central Spain after having
bvon mustorod out of the government
army." (N.Y.Times, Jan. 25, 1939.)

Othors of tho Internationals were not
s0 fortunate in being provided for and
in the Tush to get out of Francols un-
coming -tide. Disorionted, bowildorod,
they were v©vaught at the Fronch border
and:met the resistance of French offi-
cials who barred their way into France:

"Some of the Internationals left
behind, incidentally, aro making
pathetic offorts- to got through,but
80 far the French refusc 'to let
them in." (Herbert L. Mathews,
N.Y.Times, Jan. 29, 1939.)

"Some of thesé¢ misled fightors decided

to:drop their International affiliation
and re-onlist as individuals to defend
Barcelona. But the treacherous
People's Front.Bovérnmont, carrying
out its ghadtly sabotage and surrender,
would not hava these men 1n any capa~
city:

“"Several ©of these meén (Inter-
national Brigadérs) said they had
offerel t0 re-enlist as individuals
to help save Barcelona but that
their offer had boen turned down."
(N. Y. Times, Jan. 26, 1939.)

The withdrawal of the Internatim-
al Brigaders created a little stir at
the time. It was naturally  not con-
nected in the popular mind with ti»
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batrayels of the past nor with the be-
trayals to come. The implications of
the withdrawnls were drowned in rous-
ing welcomes to the heroes on their re-
turn from the war'for Jemocracy."

Meanwhile the confidential re~
rorts of the Loyalist Government it-
self discbsed that Franco was receiv-
ing additional Italian troops:

"BARCFLONA «~-  According to re-
ports here, cight Italian divisions
are among the 150,000 men thc Re-
bels are hurling at the government
lines on the Ebro front. Confi.-

dential roports declare that Italy

is sending more troops +t0 Spain.'
(N.Y.Times, Sopt. 7, 1938.)

Franco was strengthoning the Ebro
front " with thousands of newly arrived
Italians. But the Loyalist Government
consciously and deliberately was woak-

ening "its" army by removing volun-
teers at the most crucial moment in
the war — on the eve of the attack

against the all-important city of Bar-
celona. Herein 1lies the key to the
basic attitude and role of tholoyal-
ist People's Front Government.

THE EARLIFR BETRAYALS

THE clear indications of sabotage
of the war by the People's Front Gov-
érnment leaders thrown up by the rapid
events of the Catalonian debacle, as
we have stated, existéd from tho be-
ginning of the war. Sabotago of de-
fense, ©f trodps, w)d of oyms whks rife

in the onfijre war. Even w here
a defense took place first, surrender
always followed, a surrender riddled

with treacherys

We are not going to record now
the military history of the Spanish
war step by step, betrayal by betrayal.
But in the light of the glaring events
of the deliberate surrenders of Tarra~
gona, of DBarcelona and of the entire
Catalonia, it is important to recall
briefly the similar indications of
past surrenders even where a strong
defense hada first taken place.

The defense of ths Basque Ffront
wag left by +the Loyalist Government
entirely in the hands of the treacher-
ous Basque Nationalist bourgeoisies
Trouble brewed constantly betwsen the
militant Asturian workers and tle
Basque bourgeoisie When in the midst
of the Franco offensives the Basgue
President Antonio Aguirre crossed the
French border to whers Franco had es-
tablished his representatives, the
mistrust and suspicion of the workers
grew rife:

"A rift between the ultra red
Asturian miners and the pinkish

workers

Basque Nationalists widened into a
chasm whon the Asturians thought
they had reason to suspect that the
Basques were inclined to dicker for
a soparate peace with the Rebels."
(N.Y.Times, March 3, 1937.)

That the Basque bourgooisie did not
arrange a gdeparate peaco is due on=
tirely to the watchfulness of the
and the fear of the Basquge
Nationalists to arouse the spectre of
Red revolt. But in their "defonse" of
the froant the Nationalists gave many
indications of surrendering to Franco.
Characteristic of the role of the
Bagque Nationaligt army is an incident
that took place on the eve of the ab-
andonmment of the most important city
of the Basque country. It showed the
strong desire of thie workers %o defend
to the end and the clear sabotage of
the Nationalists:

"The city (Bilbao) was in com-
plete control of a few hundred As-
turians in the early mérning, when
they started blowing up bridgese...
(to keep out the fascist army)e That
was t00 much for a batallion of
Basque militiamen.

"The batallion moved against the
Asturians, herded them on the out-

skirts of the city and by dawn had
cleared out the last group of dyna~
miterss The militiamen then flew
& white flag from the  telephonse

buildin d awaited the Insurgent
invaSiogc"?%}oY-Tims'Jme 20’ 18370)
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Baéfore 1its sellout ¢to Franco; the
Basque Loyalist government had promis-
ed a fight to the finish against
Franco?

"Previously the 3Basque Govern-
ment wunder President Josce Antoni
Aguirre had doclared its intontions
to fight to the finish against the
Insurgent armies.... (New York Times
Junc 18, 1938.)

The Bilbao territory was protect-
ed by enormously powcrful defoenses:

W, ....0fficers who saw the World
War said these dofenses were more
elaborate and stronger than any-
thing they had ever seen..."(Wm. P,
Carney, NeYeTimes, June 18, 1937.)

The troops of Franco were permitted
by the Basque Loyalist Government to
walk througn these defonses  into
Bilbaa without meeting any resistance.
The iron ring around Bilbao was quiet-
ly occupied by the fascist troops to
whorn 1t was abandonod intact.

After the fall of Bilbao — which
is to the Basgue courtry what Barcelo-
na is to Catalonia - the samo campaign
of treason, now made wholly familiar
by the evonts in Catalonia, was set to
work. to cover the sabotagd and the
blow of dofeat. The importanés of the
logs of Bilbac was minimized; there
were promises of new defenses, ote.etc.

"The importance of Bilbao's fall
was minimized in government circles.
It was said that preparations to
take the offcneive were whll under
way..oo® (N.Y.Times, June 20, 193%)

*

Before Bilbao ¢t h e r 0 was San
Sebastians

"The Spanish government adminie—
gtration in San Sebastian has Of=—
fered to surrender the citye....

"The new ovortures were _made
without the knowledge of the Anare
chists and other extremigtss

"It is rumored that there is
fighting in the Spanish resort
city between Basque Nationaliets

who do not wish to sce it destroy-

ed as Irun was, and extromists of
the left, who intend to hold

againgt all odds." (New York Timos,
Sept. 8, 1936.)
*®

After Bilbao thers was Santandor,.

At Santander the treachery of
the Basque Loyalist leaders knew n o
bounds. Their pretentions to crgan-~
ize a defense of the city locksc al-
most convincing. Munitions factorics
were run on a twonty-four-hour basis.
Stepw were taken to organizo and en~
trench thoe army. The treachergus army
commanders promised to  defend the
city to the very death!

"SANTANDER, Spain, June 26—
Basque army leaders entrenching
thoir 55,000 men....... said they
would hold until they werc deatroy-
ed.

YSantander munitions
are working day and night."
Times, June 27, 1937.)

factories
(v. Y.

Moreover with the memory of the tregch
erous surrendor of Bilbao still fresh
in tho minds of the workers, these

hypocritical 1leaders of surrender, to

alay any suspicion, threatencd severe

punishment %0 anyone who so much as

whispered about a surrender, even to

the extent of officially declaring
"that any man who says 'surrender?

must answer t0 a military tribunal"
(N.Y.Times, June 27, 1937). But at

the samc timo it was quitc evident

that only ths workers were seriously

and honestly interested 4in defending

the city from the Fascistse The

Basques were quietly surrsndering to

Franco during all these protestations

of "defonse":

"Although Asturian and Santander
Marxists and Anarchists seem dis-
posed to continmue fighting, the
Basguoe Separatigts.....entire bat-
alliong are gurrendering without re-
gistance."(N.Y.Times,June 29,1937.)

*

The sabotage of the war materials
in the possession of the Loyalist gov-
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ernment was in evidence from the very
sarliest phase of the civil war,

When the TFascist cutthrdats,
fleeing from the enraged workers, hid
in the stronghold of reaction - the
ALCAZAR of Toledo — the Loyalist Gov-
ernment forbade the workers to dyna~
mite it and refused the use of planes
or artillery in order +to force the
Francoites out of the fértress.
Prieto, at that time Loyalist Minister
of Air and Marire, justified this crim-
inal action and gave the following spe-
cious reasons for not employing t h e
means at hand to rout the Fascists:

"1The Government forces, he
continued, ‘have not bern usad up
to now to their full officiency, as
would have been done in case of a
foreign invasion. I take as a
typical example that of Toledo,
whoere a group of rebel officers is
entrenched.s It would have been
vory easy for one of our bombing
planes to blow up the Alcagar, but
tur enemies ar¢ Spaniards, as we
are, and this palace is one of our
most precious a r t treasures.!”
(N.Y.Times, August 4, 1936. Our
emphas'is - LoLo)

In light of the Popular Front
Government®s consistent policy of
sabotaging of war materials and of
petraying section after section of
territory to Franco, it is clear that
tne Popular Front Government's primary
concern was t0 save the Fascists in
the Alcazar and not the art treasures.

The Fascists who were fighting to
securc possession of all Spanish torri-
tory were no doubt great Spanish pat-
tiots. But they made no falss pre-
tenses of preserving art treasures
when the 1life of Spanian capitalism
was at stake. Fascist General Mola
was then preparing to blow San
Sebastian to pieces wunless it surren-
dered:

. "A Rebel ultimatum from General
Emilio Mola declaring that his men
would ‘'blow the city to pieces!
unless it surrendered." (N.Y.Times,
September 12, 1936.)

At the beginning of the civil war,
the Popular Front Government was great-
ly superior to the Fascists in aero—
planes and could have crushed the re-
volt as soon as it started by bombing
the fascists out of existence., But the
Popular Front Government refused to
use the planes on the flimsy pretext
that it lacked <confidence in the
aviators of the Spanish army who re-
wained with thoe Popular Front forces:

"Were 1t mnot for this lack of
confidence, military tacti cians
point out,whole squadrons of planes
could be thrown against enemy strong
holds to end the revolt." (N.Y.Times
August 18, 1936. Our cmphasig -L.L)

Even if this incradible excuse is
accepted for the moment there still re-
mains this fact to be explained away:
mumerous aviagtors flocked to Loyalist
Spain from &1l over the world to aid
the workers in their battle against
Franco. The Popular Front Government
could not vory wall plead "lack of

confidence" in these class-conscious
fliers, and s0 1t paraded a new
oxcuse for not wusing its air fleet

against tho Fascists:

"Many Russians, Polish and Mexi-
can fliors have offored their
services, it was said, Dbut the
government profegses reluctance to
employ them because itternational
complications might result." (N. Y.
Times, August 18, 1936. Our empha~-
sis - LeLs)

This fairy tales about "international
complicaticna" 1is perhaps one aof the
most fantagstic of all,the ligs used by
the Popular Front Government to cover
up 1its cooperation with Pranco. The
thousands of International Brigaders

fighting in the-Loyalist army - the
Popular Front Government could not ex—
pel them at the Dbeginning of the war
for such an act would have given its
criminal game away entirely - also
were. & source of "international com-
plications." "Logically", tho Inter-
national Brigaders should also have
beon bottled up urused as was the air-
flect, But the militancy of the work-
erg at the start of tho war was too
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. The crimes of the People!s Front
moch for the Popular Front Government leaders on the military field alone 1
to crush completely. Consequently, sufficient to stamp them as treacher
the Popular Front Government had to be ous leaders selling out the workers.
a little "illogical". The Internation- But a war is not only a military con-
al Brigade, whose presence was well flict but a political conflict as woll.
known to the workers,had to be accept- Tho intorrolation between treachery of
ed by the Government into the army,but the leadership of the Peoplo's Front
the foreign fliers whose existence was Loyalist Government and the political
not so well known to the workers, were interests of all the forces involved
kept grounded -- for Franco's benefit. is discugsod in tho followdrg pages.
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By J. C. Bunter

In this article the . With Spain, whose toil-
disasters confronting the ers waere betrayed by Stalin-
French toilers is shown to ism and its co-workers, by
be the result of the treach- Social-démocracy, by Anar-

ery of Stalinism, Social- chism and by the other op-~
democracy, Tretskyism and portunist forces, already
Lovestoneism, under the axe of fascism,

Politically paraly zed the French masses stand as
by these opportunist forces the next v i ¢ t i m of the

in whose clutches they lie fascist beast.
helpless, the French workers

are unable to resist the "FRANCE FACES FASCISM"
furious march of capitalist explains why the capitalists
reaction. The rapid, ever- are so successful in  their
avdvaxlcing trmsfomation Of drive towards fascism aIld

the "democratie" government
of France into a fascist dic- offers the workers of all
tatorship by "legal”, "par— countries a program to rid

liamentary" means proves them @f their opportunist
each day the correctnass of

the analysis presented in  ootrayers and  capitali st
"YF RANGCE PFACES FASCISM"  oppression.
ok x  %
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{ HE GREAT LEADERS of the working
3 clags, Marx, Engela and Ienin,
hammered out the principles of scient-
jfic Socialism through a 1long and
painstaking study of all problems of
the struggle of the proletariat against
its enemies. They showed in their an-
alysis that certain policles advance
the cause of the workingclass, whereas
other policies wnich may appear on the
surface quite correct, lead to strargth-
ening of the enemios, to crusliing de-
foats of the workers and to  throwing
the masses back in-their his tarical
march to fresdom. Every class casclous
worker,particularly the one wio is sup-
porting or is a member of an organis-
ation waich has sxercised a loading or
at least an influential part 4iu the
Spanish and international events is
duty-bound to make an inquiry into the
policies pursued by his organiza tion,
Moreover, it is his elementary oblig-
ation also to examine the political
pasition of every other tendoncy with-
ini the workingclass.

It is not necessary to stress
overmuch the decpening gravity of ‘he
situation. A bloody nightmare of Fas-
cism is stoadily overtaking one
country after another. There is only
one force that can halt the advance of
capitalist reaction. This .force is
the workingclass, leading the peasants

and appressed races and nationalities.

History furnishes a conclusive proof

of this. The Russian workingclass
armed with the Leninist policy smashed
the fascist attempt of the Rugsian
bourgeoisio in 1917 by overthrowing
the capitalist-democratic government
of the "Socialist™ Kerensky and ¢ stab-
‘1lished a workers republic.

Those who have studiod the works
of Marx and Engels Imow that these
founders of schentific Socialism have
laid the theoretical Dbasis for the
proletariat to overthrow the decaying
bourgeois order. Those who are fami-
liar with Leninist tsachings, partic—
ularly on the question of imperialism,
know that Lenin indicated that humarity
had alrsady actually ontered  the
period of world roevolution, whilo the
successful overthrow of the capitalist
and feuaal oppressors of the Russian
workers pointed the road to victory
for other workers to follow. Inter-
national capitalism is writhing in the
ever-sharponing political, economic
and war crigis. But tho most rovolu-
tionary class of all time, instcad of,
as undor the leadership of Lenin, suc-
cessfully arising to smash the rotien
structure of capitalism, is, under the
presont leadership, being ground into
dust by thce bloody heel of the imperi-
alists in ono aountry aftor anothor.

14



X

THE ROLE OF THE COMINTERN

TODAY the most powerful organiz-
ation which claims to follow the Len-
inist policy is the Communist Inter-
national guided by Stalin. It is an
undisputed fact that since Stalin and
hig collaborators assumed the leador-
ship in the Communist International
(1922), the world workingclass has not
only failed to establish anothor
Soviet Republic, but has actually suf-
forei the most frightful defoats in
all the history of capitalism.

The policy that was pursued by
the Communist Party of Spain and was
generally followad by the Spanish
massds was officially presented to the
world proletariat in more or less com-
pleted form at tue 7th Congress of the
Comintern, in July 1$35.

The Comintern told tie workers
that in a situation of scvere crisis,
an upsurge of the masses and the rise
of the danger of Fascism it would be

necessary to form a Poople's Front
Government. Suchh government, the
Comintern stated, would not be a pro-

letarian Jdiotatorsiip:

"If with such an uprisiug of the
mass movement 1t will prove pos-
sibla and mnecessary, in the intor-
osts of tho prolotariat, to create
a prolstarian wunited front govern-
ment, or an anti-fascist people's
front govornment, whic.. 1s 10t yet
a govermment of tue proletarian
dictatorship, but one which under-
takes to put into effect decisive
meéasures agalnst fascism and reac-
tion, the Commnigt Party must sec
to it tuat such & governmont is
formed." ("Resolution of the 7th
Congross," Daily Worker, Sept. 14,
1935, My emphasis ~ ReM.)

Lenin oxplained that tlierc can be
only one of the twe powers in socilety:
cither the power of the capitalists,or
tie power of the workers:

"Only two forces,in fact, exist:
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie
and the dictatorship of the prolot.-
ariat. WVhoever has not learnt tnis

© dictatorship.

from Marx, whoever has mnot learnt

this from the works of all tho
groat Socialists, has nover been a
Socialist, has mnever understood
socialism, and has only called him-
self a Socialist." (V.I.Lenin,

Seledted Works, English Edition,
Vol. VIII, p. 170.)

"Those who have road Marx and
have failed to understand that in
capitalist society, at evory acute
momsng,at every serious conflict of
classos, only tho dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie or the dictatorship
of the proletariat is possible have
understood nothing about thc ocono-
mic or the political doctrines o f
Marx." (V. I. Lonin, Selected Works,
English Edition, Vol. X, p. 37.)

The "Pcople's Front Government" theree
fore,nct being a proletarian dictator-
ship was and could be orily a bourgeois
History, asLenin
toaches, holds no middle course bet-
ween proletarian dictatorship an d
bourgeois dictatorship. The 7th.Cong-
rgss, under the deceptive slogan,
"People's Front Govornment", caus ed
the workers t0 support bourgeois dict-
atorship in iss "democratic" form.

The Comintern doeclared that the
choice for thc toiling masses must now
be not proletarian dictatorship but
bourgeois domocraey as opposoed to Fas-
cism:

"Now the toiling masses in a
number of capitalist countries are
faced with the nocessity of making
a gofinite choice, and of making it
today, not boetween proletarian dic-
tatorskip and tourgeois demecracy,
but botween bourgeois 3emocracy and
fascism." (Dimitroff's report at
the 7th Congress of tho Comintern,
rage 108, )

It is
contradiction with

clear that this is in con-
plete Lenin 's

thesis:

" ¥The epoch of bourgeois-democ-
ratic parliamontarism has ended. A

- 15 -
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new chapter of world history, the
epoch of proletarian dictatorship
has begunesessss? " (The Communist,
September 1934, p. 903.)

It is not that the leaders of the Com-
intern are not familiar with Lenin's
thesis on bourgeois democracy. For
prior to the 7th Congress, when a dif-
ferent policy was being pursued, these
leaders gave evidence of such know-
ledge:

"Fascism organically grows out
of bourgeois democracy....It is im-
possible to fight Fascism without
fighting against all forms of bour-
geois dictatorship, against alliits
reactionary measures which pave the
way to tho Fasoeiet digtatorship.All
this means  firstly that the
fight against Fascism calls for the
systematic exposure of the decep-
tion of Social-democracy which con-
ceals the counter—revolutionary
character of the bourgeois dictator
ship witi phrases about 'democracy'
eveo." (D. 2, Manuilsky, Inprecorr,
June 10, 1931, pp. 548-549.
that this is

If Lenin's thesis

the era of proletarian revolution and .

that to choosc +the middle road means
to roll down to the dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie and landlords, and if
the statements previously made by the
leadsrs of ke Comintern to the effect
that Fascism goows out of democracy
are true, then there can be no doubts
concerning the nature of the Comin-
tern's line of the 7th Congress. The
Comintern 1laid down for the inter-
national proletariat, including tle
Spanish workers, a poliey of suppori-
ing a form of capitalist rule which
would give rise to Fascism.

This position, which was never
held by the Communist International
under Lenin, was soon transported from
paper into life., In February 1936 the
7tli Congress line was 1injected among
the increasingly revolutionary toiling
masses of OSpain by leading them to
support fhe bourgeois-democr atic
People's Front Government. This was
suprposedly the means of stopping Fas-
cism in Spaihe

{

But the People's Front Government
maintained virtually intact the entire
oppressive machinery of the Monarcly:
the burocracy, the 013 army with its
monarchist and fascist gonerals. in-
c¢luding General Franco, and even the
gang of anti-workingclass cutthroats,
the Spanish Foreign Legion. Scveral
months aftor the Popular Front Govern-
ment was formed, the Comintern maga-
zine, Inprecorr, admitted the follow-

ing:

"During the two years rule of
Lerroux and Gil Robles a fascist
burocracy was built up — and it is
not dead yet. The Director of the
Treasury is none othoer than Primo
de’ Rivera......the President of the
"Cormittco for Culture is still the
man who proposed -a vote of congrat-
ulation to the Civil Guard, after
October, wupon -their ‘horoism! in
Asturias. The Republican Ministers
are surrounded by t he ir ol1d
officialdom, whick paralyzes their
efforts. Within the officos of the
adnminigtration 1 ur k count less
enemiesSeses s '

"A n'd the. question of the Ar-
ny: almost every officer is oither
a fascist or (more often) a monar-
chist." ("Socrots of Spain," In-
precorr, July 4, 1936, p. 831.)

The information appearing in the
Inprecorr of July 25, 1936, a few days
after Franco began his uprising, show-
ed plainly to any person whOse eyes
were opon that the People's Front Gov-
ernment was a screen for the Fascist
preparationgi.—

"It 4is necessary to call atten-
tion to a serious circumsaance. It
must be said in the first place
that if the republican governments
of Azanas and Quiroga had adopted
ruthless and drastic meas ures
against the fascist league, against
the Spanish Phalanx, against the
Renovation Espagnole, the National
action of the Youth; if they had
really purged the administrative
apparatus and the army, there is no
doubt that 1% need not have cometo
a civil ware From the point of
view of tho interests of the Repub-



lic it was a mistake to appoint
General Franco, the leader of the
conspiracy of February 1936, milit-
ary governor of the Canary Islands;
to appoint Geuieral Zatet, who blood-
ily sunpressed the October movement
in Catalonia, military cormmander of
Burgos.  The republican government
tolerated. tho agitation of tho fas-
¢ist officers, and now we. sec tho
results." (Inprecorr, July 25,1936,
Pe 9000)

All the proparations for tho fas-
cist uprising were Dbeing made during
Lerroux-Kobles regime. Naturally this
semi-fascist government did notlhing to
hinder and everytiing to fostar these
preparations., . But when the People's
Front Govornment came into power the
fascist preparations were intensified,
yet in the months betweon the clectias
(February 1938) and the actual upris-
irz (July 1936) this govorament, cre-
ated through ‘the initiative of the
Cemintern, also did nothing to hinder
these preparations for a fascist coup.
Ths 1leader of the Spanish Communist
Party, Diaz, unguardedly made this ad-
mission in the Fronch organ of tae
Socialist Party:

"Then came the putsch of July
18th, which surprised rno uvne. Pro-
patations had already been corplet-
ed before the elections, particul-
arly during the time that Gil
Kobles was Minister of War. They
were reinforced and inténsified
after the clectiong."
Sept. 8, 1936. Our emphasiss.)

In fact tihe heads of the Porular Front
Governuient feipned surprise wien
Francol's uprising was launchied. There
were nalve pcorle around the govern-
ment, no doubt sincere in their democ-
ravic illusions, wio imagined that the
Government would rcally fisht Fascisi.
Taey informed the Government that a
bip fascist Putsch was in preparation.

"I{ aprears that the government,

although they had koen infermed
thet 3 big-fascist plot was beiug

propared, were atv  first  takeon by
(Inprecorr, J uw ly 25,
Wy ewrphasis - G.lf.)

(Le Porulaire,
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But ti.e Comrmnist Party of Spain

urged the workers to place thcir con-
fidence in the Popular Frent Govern-
mont. No criticism, no exposure was

tolerated by the Communist Party.
Only four wecks before the Franco up-
risiny when many people werc in the
rossession of informatior that Fascism

‘was preparing to strike, the Communist

Party organ, Munddé Obrero, told the
workers that to discredit the troeacher-
ous Popyular Front Government would be
detrimental to the interests of the
workers:

"eesseodiowever, we consider that
anything teriding to break the ranks
of tne porular massos, to discredit
the Govermment in their eyes, 1s
suicidal." (Mundo Obreroc, June 17,
1936.)

It is noteworthy that tho nomont
Franco staged his uprising, in almost
every important center of Spain, it
was not thse Government troops or the
Republican Civil Guards that virtually
smashed the Fascists but the workers

themselves who acted over the head of
tl.e’ sabctaging Popular Front Govern-
mente

"The key to an understanding of

evente in Spain is the fact that,in
tie four great cities of Madrid,
Barcelona, Valoncia and Malaga,
where the rabellion was suppressed,
to supprossion was accomplished

not by government troons or by the
Civil Guards,but by armed vorkers."
(Walter Duranty, The Now Yo r k
Times, Sept. 19, 1936.)

Had the workers becen allowed to
swecp on thoy would have finished the
Fagelst uprisinz,  But theoy wore per-
suaded by their leaders, supnocrters of
the Popular Front government, that the
task of fightinz Fascism rmust be en-
trusted to the Popular Front Govern-
ment. The Conrunist Party leaderslkip
was in the forofront in the work of
advocatiny strict loyalty to the bour-
goois democratic cabinet and later to
Largo Caballero, insistin;; that in the
countrv there mmst bte one authority,
the sabotaninz FPopular Front Govern-
ment:



"Trhe Comrmunist slogan of a
single authority — the govermment
— has bYeen put into practice by
strict loyolty first to the bour-
pgeois democratic cabinet and now to
the Largo Caballero government...."
(G. Marion, Daily Worker, December
10, 1936.)

The  Government continued its
policy of preventing the workers from
stopping Fascism. There was ample op-
portunity presenting itsclf, mors than
once, to put an end to Franco's upris-
ing but the Government from the start
of the war avoided taking advantage of
this opportunity. Thousands of Astur-
ian miners armed with dynanmite wore
held back for some time frorm attacking
the Fascist stronghold in Oviedo (N.Y.
Tines, Augast 17, 1936). Premier
Giral refuscd to order the bombardnent
of the Alcazar. However, as days rol-
led on, the People's Front Government
faced a danpger from the arcused work-
ers who expocted an organized attempt
to put down Franco. To cover up its
policy of preventing the Franco defeat
and carry out the diabolical scheme of
wiping out in tlood the advanced sec-
tion of the Spanislh workingclass, huge
arriies were raised, arms werc produced
in profusion and iuported from abroad.
The irpression thus was created that
victory for the workers was a foregone
conclusion. International imperialésm
worked hand in glove with this scheme.

reatin; the impression that they wish-
ed a speedy termination of the war the
imperialists placed an ombarszo upon
armg for both  Loyalists and Francoe
The mmbargo permitted the imperialists
to extract extra profits for arms ship-
ped to Spain in forw of contraband. At
tine same time tiie British, French,
German and Italian imperialists were
waneuveriny  taroughout the war for
economic and political deals with
Franco.

concealed those
a cry that it

The Comintern
developments and raised

was due to the blockade of arms that
the workers werc losirng in Spain.
Wiile doing this they hid +tho fact

that Stalin's Government in the Soviet
Union actually participated together
with the inperialists in tue "blockade"
of arms t0 Spain:

"SOVIET BANS ARMS FOR SPAIN
"Phe Commissariat of Foreign
Trade issued tonight an ordor pro-
ibiting the shkipment of munitions
to Spain. The docrece forbado the
export, re-export or transit to
Spain of all kinds of arms, muni-
tions, war material, airplancs and

warships. It was effective as of
last Friday." (The N.Y,Timos, Aug.
31, 1936.)

This news item was never doniecd by

thoe Stalinist press.

Meantime the line of the 7th Con-
gress was applied in France. There
was established a Popular Front Govern-
ment with solid support of the Comin-
torn. This govornment, tho workers
were told, was also to be a weapon to
holp ston the march of Fascisme But
peculiarly enough the action of this
supposed weapon agalinst Fascism was
directed in the interests not of the
workers in the Loyalist territory but
actually in the interests of Franco.
And this action "strangely" enough was
given support by the French Corrmnist
Party.

It was known that thousands of
enthusiastic workers and intellectuals
werce ready to give their lives to-stop
Franco, and wero rushing to Spain,
primarily throurh Erance. The French
Charioor of Deputics carrying out the
policy of French imperialism of siding
with Franco voted to grant the French
People's Front Government power to
halt enlistmont of volunteers to Spain.
It is a matter of record that all ths
deputies, not only the Fascists and

he Social Democrats, but also the
"Corrmmunists," voted for the measure:

"By a UNANIMOUS votc of 591, the
Chamber of Deputies this afternoon
granted Premier Blum's rovernment
the powers it asked to take any
measures it mnight consider neces-
sary to prevent recruiting or tran-
sit of voluntecrs in Fronch terri-
tory for sorvico in either of the
conbatant forces in Spain.

"The government!s bill passed by
tae Charmber would punish French
voluntcers at the discretion of
judges and impose fines of 10,000
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francs and prison sentences of six
months Or a year on persons involv-
ed in the enlistment of volunteers
for Spain's war." (¥.Y.Times, Jan.

16, 1937. My capitals and emphas-

is — G.M.)
The whole world was aware that
non-intervention was a farce, that
while obstacles werse being placed in

the path of anti-Franco voluntesrs to
Spain, troops of Musseolini oy the tens
of thousands wore being scnt to Franco.
But the policy of the Comintern among
the Italian workers was no 1 0 s s
"strange" than in Spain or in France:

"Let wue reach our hands to each
other, children of the Italian
nation, Fascists and Comunists,
‘Catholics and Socialists, people of
all opinions, and let us march side
oy side to enforce the right of ex-
istence of the citigens of a civil-
ized country, as ours is. We have
tho same ambition «  to make Italy
strong, free and happy." ("Rocon-
ciliation of the Italian People for
the Salvation of Italy," Inprecorr,
Avgust 22, 1936, p. 1026.)

Every conceivable illugion was
planted in the heads of +the OSpanish
proletariat by the Stalinist Comintern.
In Lenin's day the League of Nations
wags declared to be an organization of
imperialist bandits. When the Third
International was founded, Lenin warn-
ed the masses against the Lsaguc of
Nations:

"Under the name of ‘Loague of
Nations! the joy of social-patriots
and social-opportunists, thc great
Powers, especially TFrance, simply
intend to redivide the world, ac-
cording to their greed and insati-
able appctites The L o a gue of
Nations is a new Holy Alldance of
capitalists against proletarians
and revolution. Ané the newly form-
od Cormunist International was per-
faciuly right in pointing out the
darperousness of this weapon in the
bauis of the social-traitors, who
stii7re to split tiie proletarian
forces and help the imperialistic
counter-revolutionaries.” (The Com-
munist International, No.l, p. 71.)

Now the League of Nations, which
proved conclusivély 1its hypocriticel
and imperialist nature, silently sup-
porting the rodber wars, in the casor
of Manchulkuo, Ethippia, was painted by
the Stalirist Comintern irn extremely
favorakble colors:

"The Italian and Gorman inter-
vention endangors thoe peace of the
world, and the League should act to
forestall such poril to peace. The
demend should go up overywhere that
the League of Nations accode to
Spain's demand for a hoaring. A
Loague of Nations Assombly mecting
now would be another important ob-
stacle in the patk <of the fascist
war aggressors." (Daily Worker,
editorial, Decomber 2, 1936.)

The entire policy of: tho Stalin-
ist Corintern was a policy of anti-
Loninism, a policy of poisoning the
masses with  illusions, definitely
playing into the hands of Spanish and
international imporialism.

*

Whereas tho presont policy of
People's Front Government is a 1line
to the Right of Lenin's policies, the
imueliately procoding line (1928-1934)
was running to the Left of the Lenin-
ist line. Under the Rightist line the
Comintern has been Zforming coalitions
and non-agpressive blocs with liberals
ani the potty—bourgeois—demo crat ic
Socond International. The leadors of
the Comintern during the prescnt Right-
igt line even speak of orpmanic unity
of the Socialist and Cormunist parties.
But during the Leftist period of 1928-
1954 Social Dsmocracy was declared to
bo Social Fascist and oven Fascist:

"When we spoak of tho Socialists
as social fascists,we are not mere-
ly: abusing them, wo are giving the.
scientific description...Sociallsts
in words, fascists in doeds! That
is what Social fascism means."
(Earl Browdor, "“The Meaning of So-
cial-Fascism," pp. 14~15.)

It was evon stated in the offidal
organ of the Comintern that Social

Democracy is actual Fagcism!
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social-fascism by no
means needs to be developed into
'pure? fascism. It already I8
actual fascism." (The Communist In-
ternational, Vol.VII, No.2-3, p.10l.
Capitals in the original.)

"Indeed,

The tactics pursued during the
Leftist line usually 1led to the dis-
ruption of the workingclass through
putschist risings and bloody scraps
with workers! organizations other than
the Stalinist, and with the police.
For oxamplo: in 1931, in tho midst of
this Leftist period the Spanish Commun-
ist Party, then a handful of people,
800 members in entire Spain (D.%.Manu-
ilsky, Daily Worker, March 13, 1939),
compared wikth 4ts presont size, madc
attempts to oveérthrow the Catalonian
Republic: "Our comrades tried to seize
the palace of the Catalonian Govern-
mont in Barcelona" (The Spanish Com—
munist Party ana the Revolutionary
Situation," The Commnist Internation-
al, July 1, 1931, p. 327).

*

The Rightist policy (1934-1939)
Just as the Leftist Third Period policy
(1928-1934) are not a now phienomena in
the practice of the Communist Intor-
national sirice it came under the domin-
ation of Stalin, With Lenin removed
from active political work by illness,
a sort of a narrow People!'s TFront
Government policy was laid down by the
Comintern directved by Stalir and his
collaborators, including Trotsky, in
19c2-23. That policy was tae one of
the aso-called Workers Governmont. To
Lenin a workers, or a workers and
farmers government was synonimous with
proletarian dictatorship, led by the
Conmunist Partye In other words —
Soviet powor. Lenin said "Soviet pow-
er assists the toilors! struggles with
the landlords and capitalists, that is
why Soviet power 1ls called workers and
poasants poweTsee..." ‘And Lenin indi-
cated that there could be no middle
ground between a genuine workers gov:-
ernment and the power of the oppres-
sors: ",...there is no middle. There
is no choice: either the powor of the
workers and peasants or the power of
the capitalists and landlords!" (Lenin,
dollectod Works, Vol.XVI, p. 303-317).

dn his greetings to the Italian,French
and German Communists, Lenin stated
categorically "The dictatorship of the
proletariat is the only meuns of de-
fense of the toilers against the op-
pression of capitalism" (Lenir,“Grect-
ings to the Italian, French and German
Communists," Ibid. Vol.XVI, p. 334.)

Against the distootion of this
position, against those who told the
workers to0 support "democracy" Len-
in carried on a merciless struggle. In
his tnesis on bourgeois democracy and
proletarian dictatorship, Lenin stated:

"What the Socialists completely
fail to undsrstand and what shows
their theorotical shortsightedness,
their dependesnce on bourgecois pre-
Judices, ‘their political treachery
to the proletariat, is, that in
capitalist socicty, with the sharp-
oning of the class struggle which
lies at its foundations, there can
be no middle ground between dictat-
orship of the bourgeoisie and dict-
atorsihip of tkhe proletariat. Any
dream of a third possibility is a
reactionary lamentation of a petty-
bourgeois." (Lenin, "Bourge ois
Democracy and Proletarian Dictator-
ship," Thosis adopted by the First
World Congress of the Commmunist
International, 1919.)

But the policy of the Workers
Govornment laid down by the Fourth
Congress of the Comintern, in Demember
1922, in Lenin's absence, adopted the
following anti-Leninist position:

"Under certain ciréumstances the
Communists must be preparcd to form
a government jointly with the non-
Comminist workers' parties and or-
gonizations......the Commmists are
preparcd, under certain conditions
and with certain guarantoes, to sup-
port a non-Commnist workers! gov-
ernmont . " (Resolutions and Thesis
of the Fourth Congress of the Com-
mnist International, p. 32-33.)

This opportunist thesis was trans-
lated into lifo in Saxony and Thurin-
gia in the Fall of 1923. Loadors of
the Communist Party of Germany formed

a coalition with tho treacherous Ger-



man Social Democrats and established
with thom what was then called a Work-
ers Government. The leaders of the
Cormmnist International, Stalin, Trot-
sky and the rest, know vory well that
Social Democracy was then as it is to-
day a vicious petty-bourgeois-dsmocra-
tic onomy of the working class wmd a
faitnful agency of tho capitalist sys-
tem. Only a few yoars befors, in the
Manifesto of the Second Congress, in
1920, which was signed by Lenin, and
of coursc read by all the top leaders
of the Comintern there was something
definite about Social Democracy:

"Historical troason committed by
the intarnational social democracy
has no equal in tho history of op-
pression and struggle. Most horrib-
ly this became cbvious in Gormany."

Yot, the leaders of the German Communse

ist Party directed by the Executive

Conmittec of the Communist Internation-
al  joined with tho troasqnabdle Social-
ists. The so-called Workers Governmont
was formed mnot on the bagis of the

overthrow of the capitalist State, as

in Russia in October 1917 but on the

bagis of accepting the capitalist con-

stitution. Here 1is tho statement of

tho Social Democratic h e a 4 of the

Thuringian Governmont:

YAsked about tiac Communists in
the Coalitiorn Government Her Froe-
lich said the Communists had  sur-
prised him by uneguivdeally accept-
ing a parliamentary and constitutios
al government.”" (N.Y.Timos, Octobor
22, 1923, p. 2.)

that the Commmnist
Party of Germany was out to support a
capitalist State of the German ruling
classes, instcad of organizing Soviets
and leading the masses towards putting
up a genuiné workers government. The

Communist International gave the werk-
ers a cholece not of proletarian dictat-
torship as against capitalist dictator-
ship, but "Left" bourgeois democracy as

e 1nst“ "Right" bourgoois democracy.
T ction 8f t
1oadars of the German Commnist arty

in 1923 was in complete accord with the
resolution of the Execcutive Committee
of the Comnmunist Intoernational adopted
only a fow montis earlisr. The resolu-~

Thais meant

1 -

tion stated: "The Workers Governmaent
can be established on the basis of
EXISTING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS:e...."
(Communist Internatiomal #25, 1 92 3 ,
p. 110.) The #ntention was to prevent

a now proletarian revolution. Through

the Rightist trap called Workers Gov-

ernment tho Stalinist leaders of the

Comintern prevented tho establishment

¢f a gonuine workors State in Germany

and confinod the German proletarist
within the clutches of capitalist

slavery. As Lonin quite corroctly hed
indicated concerning people vwho uphold

bourgeois democracy: "Bourgeois domc-
cracy can be backed only by thosec who

support capitalist slavery" (Lenin, An-
niversary of the Third International,

Vol. 17, p. 43. Russian Edition.)

Utilizing the fact that the Ger-
man workipgclass was chained by Com-
munist Party and Socialist Party lead-
ors to the capitalist Stato, the Ger-
man gonorals smashed the most militant
gecction of the German  prolatariat
which was organized in and around the
Commrnigt Party. The disappoiniment
of the advanced workers throughout the
world was bittor. Many workg
to doudbt the corroctness of th e?po icy
in Germany. THen, suddenly, the Com-
intorh leadership made a sharp turn to
the Left. Without Soviets, without
stich ideological and organizational
preparations as Lenin made prior to
the seizure of power by the masses in
Russia, a handful of Communist workers,
thrac hundred in all, staged an up-
riging in Hamburg, in the latter part
of October 1923, Naturally, t his
Loftist adventurd was met with the
full armed force of the capitalist
State and the uprising was wiped out
in blood. This putsch was simply a
mansuver to concoal the ultra-Right
policy of support of bourgeois State
tormed Workors Governmont and propare

to go over to the new zigzag. Almost
immediately +tho Hamburg DPutsch was
followed by a Leftist 1line. Soc ial

Democracy with which the leaders of

the Comintern were working hand in
glove directly, was now made a scape
goat, oeven to the extent of declaring

that it was Fagcist. Thus Stalin laid
down a thesis that Fascism rcsts on
thie active support of Social Democracy:
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"Fascism 1s a fighting organiz-
ation of the bourgeoisie, an organ-
ization that rests on the active
support of Social-Democracy. Social
Democracy is objectively the moder-
ate wing of Fascism. There oxists
no reason for supposing that the
fighting organization of the bourg-
eoisie can achieve decisive success
in their struggles or in their
leadership of the country without
the active support of Social Demo-
cracy." (Communist Internatiunal,
#6, 1924.)

Thesec Leftist theories, complete-
ly distorted the correct Leninist ox-
planation of Social Democracy as bding
not a Fascist, or a sort of a White
Guardist, but a petty bourgcois democ-
ratic movement, functioning on the
basis of parliamentarism and bourgeoOis-
democratic form of Capitalist State,
allied witn the imperialist bourgeoi-
sie. The Leftist theory of Social
Democracy merging with or being a-wing
of Fascism introduced by the Stalinist
Comintern was supplomented with Left-
ist Putschist tactics. Thus in Revel,
Esthonia, on Deccember 1, 1924, two
hundred and twenty seven of thoroughly
confused, but very militant Communist
workers wors led into an adventurisv
attempt to overthrow the government.
The attempt, of course, was crushed by
the government forces.

*

Aftor the brief Leftist zigzag of
1924, which was accompanied with Right-
ist frimmings, such as tae formation
of the so-called Peasant International
and the entry of the Chinese Qommmnist
Party into the Dbourgeols Kuomintang,
tho Stalinist Comintern once again
laid down a Rightist line (1924-1928).

There was ©stablished collaboration
between the leaders of the Comintern
and some leading membors of Social

Democracy, particularly the agonts of
British imporialism. The hoads of the
Russian trade unions formed an alli-
ance with the heads of the British
trade unions, the treacherous Purcells
and Citrines. In China, the Corrmnist
Party was subordinated to the Kuomin.
targ, whose General Cuhiang Kai-shek
was accepted as a fraternal member of

the Comrmunist International. The re-
sults were not long in fertheoming. In
May 1926, "comrade" Purcell knifed iho
General Strike in England, and in wn2
Spring of 1927 "comrade" Chiang Xai.-
shek attacked the Comrmunist workers in
Shanghai. The most advanced workers
in many countvies wore again dismayed.
Then, a few monthe later, at the end
of 1927, tao Rightist line was finish-
ed off by a Leftist Putsch in Canton,
China. Naturally. the Canton prolet-
ariat was butchored in the stroets of
the dity, and the Chinese Re volution
of 1926-27 was at an end.

*

The Canton "Soviet" secrved as a
sfarting point for the socond Leftist
line, wvhich ran from 1928 to 1934.
This Second Leftist linc was known as
the Third Period. Stalin's thesis
that Social Democracy and Fascism are
twins was dusted off and brought into
full play. The leaders of the Comin-
tern issued calls for the "capturo of
the streects" in tho cities of the cap-
ivalist countriss. Sacialist workers
were called ©Social Fascists, and at
the instiuction of the Communist Party
léadership were attacked by Communist
workers. The Social-Democratic Party,
counting almost a million workers in
its ranks, was declared to be a police
forco assisting Fascism?

"The present role of the Social
democratic party of Germany is that
of auxiliary police to fascism."
(Ernst Thaelmann, The Commnist,
March 1931, p. 222.)

The rosult was Hitler. The blamo for
the risc of Fascism was placed primar-
ily uwpon the shoulders of criminal
Jocial Democracy. As late as April
1933 the leaders of the Comintern told
the Workers that Social Democracy is
the mpderate wing of Fascism:

"How corrcct are the words of
Comrade Stalin that 'Social democ-~
racy is the moderate wing of fas-
cisme!" (The Communist, editorial,
April 1933.)

Aftor Hitler's coming to power in
1933, and the establishment of Fascism
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in Austria in 1934, which was accom-
panied by the disruption ef  the
"Social-Fascist" Madison Square Garden
meeting by Hathaway and other’ Sta11n~
ists, the 8talinist Cominterhn dropbed

its second Leftist zigzag (1928—1934)
and introduced by degrees at first a
mixed policy, followed by the present
Rightist zigzage The theory of 8oclal
Fascism and Stalin's thesis that So-
¢ial Democracy is a twin of Fascism
was again ‘temporarily shelved. The
wbrkers were told that they must not
pursue. any attempts to unmask the Sc-
cial Democratic leaders:

" es..Wo must reject sharply all

attempts 4in our rauks to treat the
unitea trent as a formal arrange-
merit, das a re¢ruiting device for

the Ceommunist party, as gan opportu-
nity to unmask the Social Democrat-
ic leaders.® (W. Pieck, Daily Work-
or, January 7, 1936, )

The PeepLels TFrent Rightist trap
Governments were set ups Fundamental-
ly the People's Front Government is
simply an expanded form of the old
"Workers Government" trap, empleoyed by
the Stalinist Comintern in 1923, The

Workers Government was a coalition of -

the Stalinist leaders with the Social
Democracy. The People'!s Frong Govern-
ment was widened to include the Left-
bourgeois Hepublioans, and a féw other
Left tendencics sudch as the Anarchists,
definitely and irrevocably opposed to
tho dictatorship of the prolétariaty
The Pgoplel!s Froent Government worked
to perfection in beheading the prolet-
arian revolution in Spain as the Work-
ers government had worked in Germany
in 1923, There can be absolutoly no

doubt that the present (Thifd) Right- -

ist zigzag 1934-1939) will be finish-
ed off as ‘was the first (Hamburg 1923)
and the sccond Rightist zigzag (Canton
1927) with Ieftiét Pytschism, and the
Spanisgh Revolution will be brought to a
terrible ende¥
doubt that following upon this a mixod-

line and gradually a coldssal Lef tist.
swing will be intreduced by.the - -Staline.

ist Comintern, Tho eld manipulators of
the "Third Period," such as Manuilsky

There ¢an be.'1.itt le

will come to the fere. Social Democraty
will be declared once again to be Fgs.
cist, adventurist bloody scraps with tie
police will be the order of the day.In
Arerica and othor capitalist countries
the Rightist ideology will be discard-
ed pencemeal, ‘and the most fiery ILeft..
ist confusion will take its placee.

The present Rightist zigzag ran
far to the Riizht of the 1922-1923, and
of the Segcond Rightist zigzag of 1924-
1928. The "Third 'Period" Leftism wam
far to the Left of the Leftist zigzag -
of 1924. It is absotutely certain

- that the new Leftist zigzap, o glimpse

of vhich ean be discerhed on the hori-
gon, will be torrific. urganized bands
of Stalinist assas§ins will be roaming
che strests in search of ‘victims
who darc ¥6 opon thieir mouths against
the bloody weurper Stalin and his buro-
cratic systcem.

S0 far Stalihism has 1od ¢ he
world proletariat through five oppor-
tunist zigzags Threc Rightist and
wo Leftist. It goes without say ing
that if no'leninist movement arises in
time to exposc and thus stop Stalinism,
this terridle opportunist force will
lead the world wproletariat through a
sixth and perhdps final zigzag. It
goos witnout saying that every one of
thesd opportunist zigzags which brings
rrightful tragedies to the werld toil-
ing massos is declared’to be correct,
truly Leninist. The policy of t he
Workers Government of coalition with
social Degmocrdcy, auad then of the Ham-
burg putsch-was stated to be correct,
In the magazine, The Communist  Inter-
national, Zinoviev, then Chairfan of
tho Gomintern, wrote: "Fhe orientatiop
taken by the Comintern at the close of
1923 remains f{undamentally corrcct"
(Pifth Anniversary of the Comintern,
The Cormunist International #I,psl06.)

The Rightist poticy in China,
which led to the destruction of the
Cnincese Revolution, was declared to be
the only correct line (Stalin, Pravda,
April 21,1927). The TLeftist 1i no,
with its thoory of Social Democracy
being the twin of Fascism, to confuse

S

* Note: This portion of ‘the article was:-written before the establishment of

the

Miaja-Casgdo~Besteiro Rightmost link of the Lgyalist Government, which completed

the
Stalinist-instiga

job of turnln% over: Ppain tc Fascism.
ed, Leftlst action of some

The uttorly hopcless, last-mlnuto
Stalinist and othor workers who in

shecr des§eratlon attempted to Hold up the heavy curtain falling upon their tra-

gedy, fully confirms our prognosise
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the proletariat with respect to the
political nature of both Social Democ-
racy and Fascism -— the line which be-
hsaded the proletarian revolition in
Germany in 1930-1933, was emphatically
stated to be corroct before and after
Hitlex's assent to power:

“The Contral Committee expresses
its full agreement with the stand
of the E4CeCsl. on the situation in
Germany, and the perspectivas for a
new revolutionary wupsurge of tho
German proletariat against fascism

CRRFRaf fordBRIRT BB  IRS SAERLE

Thaelmann, correctly worked both
bafore and since the ascent of Hit-
ler to power to +tear the masses
from the treacherous leadership of
the German Social-democracy, the
main social support for Fascism,

and to win the majority of the work-

ing class and the toiling masses
for the revolutionary seizure o f
power for proletarlan dictatorship
for a Soviet Germany. This posi-
tion, the touchstone in determining
a real Bolshevik attitude, must be
widely popularized in the struggle
against the sgoclal-fascists and
renegades."” (Resolution of the
Central Committee, C..PAUOS-AQ, Jan.
16, 1934, The Communist, February
1934, p. 178.)

The present ultra-Rightist line,
by means of which Stalinism, assisted
by othor opportunists, boheadod the
proletarian revolution in Spain and
held it back in France was declared to
be correct. "It takos no misroscope
to discover the correctness of the
position of Communist Parties of
France and Spain" (Daily Worker, Augs
10, 1938).

Let no one be s0 naive as t0 im-
agine that the Stalinist leaders prior
to their betrayal of the Spanish mass-
es did not know that fun damentally
bourgeois democracy and Fascism offer
no distinction in their service to
preserve capitalist dictatorship. They
did. "The Fascist dictatorship offers
no basic distinction from Bourgeois
democracy" (Resolution of the Central
Committec of the Communist Party of
Germany on the Decisione of the 1lth

Plapum, May 1931). With open eyes as
t0 what they wore about, the Stalinist
leadors led the Spanish masses ta dos-
truction in order to presorve the
oamipotence of the Stalinist burocracy
in the first workers State.

The treacnorous, pro-capitalist
nature of the Socialists, not only of
the Right but also of the Left variety
was well known to them®

"The so-called Left 1leaders of
Social Democracy were characterized
by the VIII Plenum as the mogt dan-
gerous snomies in the labor move-
ment. This characterization has
been completely confirmed." (Reso-
lutions Sixth Congress_of thpg C.I.)

Thore was Only onoe incorrect
statoment in the above: 1t is not So-
¢ 1 49 Democracy bdbut Stalinism 1is
the most dangerous, enemy in the
labor movement.

They knew that the Spanish Social-
ists were indirectly working for fas-
cism. As late as September 1935, vihen
the Rightist zigzag had not ydt assum-
ed its oxtreme limits, Manuilsky wrote:

"The Spanish Socialists, as is
well known, Jjoined the coalition
government which pasged an anti-
gtrike law, restricted the rights
of the trade unions; introduced the
so-called Protection of Publi¢ Or—
der Act under which Social Demo c-
ratic workers who took part in the
October battles are now being tried;
they did everything to lull +the
vigilance of the workers towards
the monarchist and Fagcist }elemonts.”
(The Work of ths 7th Congress,p.45.)

And 8till Jlater the Stalinists
poured sweet but deadly poison into
the ears of the workers about "the
brave Spanish Socialist Party, and its

leader, Premisr Caballero" (Daily
Worker, March 1, 1937).
The Stalinist 1leaders who know

Lenin by heart, are fully conscious of
the fact that capitalist democracy is
not the enenmy of ¥ascism, is not
the destroyer of Pascism,but a form of
rule of the capitalists which readily



gives way to Fascism when it is a
guestion of preserving the capitalist
system:

YWhat are the ideas, the miscon~
ceptions,with which the social fas-
cists confuse and disarm the work-
ers?

"First, 1is the idea that fas-

cism 1is the opposite of capitalist
democracy, and this democracy is
therefore the means of combating

and dofeating fascism. [This false
idea serves a double purpose. By
moans 0f counterposing 'democracy
againet dictatorship! 4t tries to
hids the fact that the capitalist
Ydemocracy' 1is only a form of the

capitalist dictatorship; it tries
to identify in the worker min 4
the fascist dictatorship with the

proletarian dictatorship in tho So-
viet Union, and +thus cause the

worker to reject the road of revolu-

tion. At the same time, this slogan
is used to hido the fact that capit-
alisy democracy is not ihe enemy,
but tho mother of fascism; that it
is not the destroyer bui the creat-
or of fascigsme It wuses the truth
that fascism destroy democracy, t0
propagate the falgsehood that damo-
r will also destroy fapcism,"
Eari Browder, Report to the Eighth
Convention, "Communism in the United
States," p. 28. My emphasiswmwGeM)

Just as during the Rightist
period, during the Leftist period of
the Stalinist policies, some fragmente
of truth can be found in tihe publica~
tions of Stalin's Comintern. The fol-
lowing is an absolutely correct state-
ment whiclk can be applied to everyone
olsiming to uphold Leninism:

"......HE WHO DOES NOT DECIDE IN
FAVOR OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE
PROLETARIAT = CONSCIOUSLY PROMOTES
THE CAUSE OF FASCISM." (Inprecorr,
Decembor 15, 1933, p. 1242.)

No amount of lying and hypocriti-
cal howling can erase tho fact that the
Stalinist leaders know precisoly that
in tho proesent era,when the capitalist
system is in decay, btourgeois demucra~
oy inevitably gives rise to Fascism
unless tho prolétariat overthrows the

eapitalist system and establishes pro-
laetarian dictatorship. A British
Stalinist, Dutt, statod the following:

"Fascism can be fought. PFascism
can be fought and defeatod. But
Fascism can only be fought and de-
feated 1if it is fought without il-
lusions and with clear understand-
ing of the issues. The causes of
Fascism lie deop-rooted in oxisting
society. Capitaligm in its decay
breeds Fascism. Capitalist democ-
gaty in decay breeds Fagscism. 'The
ooly fibgl guarentes against Faboism,
$ho ocnly final wipisg cul of ®8 cwus-
o3 of Fagodsm, is o victory of the
prelotarian dfatasorshipi®(R. .Polme
Dutt,"Fasciar and Social Revdutian™p. X )

Quite conscious of thoe fact that
by proventing the proletarian revolu-
tion they open the road to the Fascist
tulo of the bourgeoisie, the Stalinist
leaders were training the minds of
their followers to accept Fascism as
an inevitable condition preceding pro-
letarian revolution: ‘"Fascism is the
last stage of capitalism, as has been
gaid a thousand times" (Daily Worker,
Qetober 15, 1935),.

"The capitalist world is heoading
for revolution ©but before succumb-
ing it goos through the phase of
Fagciam. TFascism 1is going to be
the last stage of capitalism before
the world revolution." (D. Z. Manu-
ilsky, Spoecy at the Tonth Plenum
of the EoCoGoIo)

To prevent the emancipation of
the Spanish toiling masses so that the
domination of Stalinism in the first
workers State 48 not threatcned from
below, tho Stelinist leaders urged the
workers to &ie for dcmocracy, which
the Stalinists Mmew vory well was not
the guarantee against Fascism, which,
the treachorous Stalinists Iknew, is
the mother of Fascisme.

"Tomorrow we Communists march in
international solidariy with our
heroig brothers in Spain who are
giving thoir 1lives 1in defense of
democracy." (Wm. Z. Foster, Daily
Worker, Nov. 27, 1936.) ‘

The conscious betrayers of the
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magsos, the big burdcrats Nave already
left Spain. The hundreds of -thousands
of rank and file mnembers and petty
functionaries in the Stalinist trap,
callad the GCommunist Party of Spain,
without doubt sincere, but thorough-
ly confused by Stalinism, are Dbeing
dutchersd by the Faseist and “le bour-
geois democratic generals who have now
operly joined hands with Franco. If
the revolutionary workers are ic¢ learn
from tho ghastly tragedy in Spain, if
they are to save millions of their
class brothers from the bullets of the
treacheroug butcher Chiang Kai-shek,
and the Fascist and "democratic"
generals in the rest .of the capitalist

*

k4 HE INEVITABLE QUESTION &rises

&d Why should Stalin, a man «ho par-
ticipated togother with Leanin in
bringing about a victorious prolet-
arian revolution in Russia, lay down
policies to disrupt proletarian revol-
ution throughout the capitalist world.

Investigation discloses that after
the conclusion of the civil war in Rus-
s8la the Workers State was faced with a
problem of introducing Workers Democ-
racy in accordance with the Party
program adopted in 1919, and reiterat-
ed in the Resolution on Workers Democ-
racy at the Xth Congress of the FParty
in 1921, The actual carrying out of
the thesis of Workers Democracy would
present a possibility for new people
coming to the front and displacing the
0ld leaders. To prevent such eventual-
ity by securing the pérmanency of pow-
er in the hands of thosc who were at
the head of the Party and the State,an
understanding was entered into by
Zinoviev, Kamenev, Stalin, Trotsky and
others to form a collective, permanent
control. The extention of proletarian
révolution to other countries would
threaten the perpgtuity of the Russian
leadership. On this point of organiz-
ational opportunism the Russian lead-
ors taking advantage of Lenin's 1ll-
ness, broke with Leninism. In the
beginning, at the Fourth Congress of
the Commmunist International, in Decem-
ber 1922, and at the Twelfth Congress
of ths Russian Party in the Spring of
1923, there was complete harmmny among
these leaders on the question of stif-

world, if they are to save what re-
mained of the October revolution in
the Soviet Union, they must expose w:il
drive out the opportunist enemies from
their own rarXxs. The mostpCwerful
of all the opportunist enemies, vhick
is at bottom regponsidle for the pros-
ent poriod of reaction,is Stalinism.
Unless S¢alinism, and its zigzag
method of betraying the masses to
capitalism is exposed, the Stalinists
will %be able to extricate themselves
from the present difficult pass and
through a Leftist policy con-
tinue leading the world proletariat
to destruction.

L I

ling the German Revolution through the
trap of Workers Government,and through
the strengthening of the burocratic
contral in  the Soviet Union itself
(the Georglah question, etc.) It so
happened that the material power rest-
od in the hands of ©Stalin who became
General Secretary through the under-
gtanding with Zinoviev and Kamenev.
There started a process of centralig-
ation of power of Stalin and elimina-
tion of the partners from important
posts. There was developed a system
of targets and scape-goats w ith
Trotsky as the chief scape-goate Since
all the toppost leaders were invdlved
in this opportunist game, they could

not very well come out before the
world proletariat and tell the stary
without exgosing themselyves, This
naturally played into the hands of

Stalin, who wusing the material powsr
in his hands wiped out most of the co-
plotters though a skillfull wuse of
terrific organizational pressure. +-The
centralization process still goes on,
spelling destruction of all those who
participated in the October Revolution.
To the extent that these people are
wiped out, Stalin'!s powsr growse A
privileged burgcratic cast has gradual~-
ly developed within the first Workers
State. The econemic well-being and
administrative power of this burocrat-
ic layer grows uninterruptedly. It
does not require desp penotration to
recognizge that 4n gsuch schemes of
things a victorious proletarian aval-
anche in any capitalist country would
ocreate a possibility of establishment
of the widest Workers Demooracy in the
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newly-arisen workers state. That
would tend to arouso the Russian work-
ers against their privileged burocracy.
To forestall such development, Stalin
and his burocrats rust prevens$ ¢the
overthrow of tho capitalist systomeThe
ingtrument through which they .acoom-
pligh -this is the Comintern, burercrats
igad. -and directed by loyal agents of
Stalin. The method 1s the zigzag
policy, superficially in some features
resombling a Leninist one, in reality
running either to the Right or to the
Left of the Leninist poliecy,accomp lish-
ing the results requirsd by Stalin.

Needless to say, if no rovols
tionary party is formed to smash Stal-
inism and the situation céntinues un-
changed in so far ag the Stalinist
domination within the Soviet Union,and
the dieruption of the proletari am
revolution outside, universal Fascism
is an absolute certainty, Oppértunism,
Lenin tawgsht, is the Dbetrayal of the
bagic interests of the proletariat for
the temporary interests of a privileg-
ed section of the working class.
Naturally Stalinist opportunism mst
oventually lead to gelf-dsstruction,
as does all opportunisms 3By stopping
the proletarian revolution outsids,the
usurper Stalin has bean enjoying tre-
mendous powsr in the first Workers
State. But burocratic distartion of
the Workers State cariies within 1t-
self the seed of itg omn destruction.
Sooner or later world imperialiem will

* %

*

11

THE TROTSKYITES! PART IN THE

%k

fall upon the Soviet Union, will wipe
out the ZRussian proletariat and all
the remmants of the Ocbober Revolution
— unless Stalinism itself is wiped
out by the workers in tims and the
world proletagiat once more receives
the guidance of revolutionary Marxiem,
wihich alone can enable the masses to
save the first orkers State and over-
throw the world capitalist system.

There is no other way for the
Stalinigt workers but to break with
the blind, destructive attachment to
the chief Dbetrayers of the world pro-
letariat. The task of the hour is to
start immediatély building a new Len-
inist Party. It.must be dons befors
it is too late.

But workers breaking with one op
portunist organization very often fall
victime to another, In Germany in
1923 and in 1930-1933, as welli as 4n
Spain, Socialist worksrs, during the
consummation of the betrayals, changed
Social Democracy for Stalinisme It is
an unfortunate fact that many workers,
in leaving Stalinism, join some other
pseudo-Bolshevik organization which
through its own method, helps Stalin
load the proletariat into tho hell of
Fascism. This danger must be guarded
against by the workers. They must
carefully and with the greatest -mis-
trust examine every political program
in order to avoid being attached to
Stalinism through some "anti-Stahinist"
sSnaro.

%

SPANTSH BETRAYAL

*

ROTSKY and his followers in their

own way have assisted Stalin and
international imperialism to Dbetray
the toiling masses of Spain. Naturale
‘ly 1t sounds wutterly preposterous to
lavel a charge of assistance to Stalin-
ism against a man who is known to have
bitterly "fought" Stalin from 1823 on.
However, it 1s high ¢time to expose
thig wide-spread,long-established,fab~

*

*

ricated story of Trotsky fighting
Stalis. This falry tale was incau~
tiously laid bare by no one else than
Trotsky himself after he had been
oxiled to Turkey:

"o the last possibility I aveld
ed the struggle. This is not the
place to discuss the question wheth-
er it was correct at the price of
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the greatest personal concessions
to tend to preserve the ground of
collective work, or it was necessary
for me to go over to an offensive
along the entire line, despite the
absence ;or this of political bases.
The fact*®that I'eh6géd the “first

path, and degpite everything do not

ropent it. There are victories
which lead into a blind alley, and

there are dofeats which gpen up new
ways." (Leon Trotsky, "What Happen~

ed and HOW'“ Pe 34, ‘ Six articles
for the bourgeois presse. My empha~
sig."

In the above etatement Trotsky
says that not only did he do his best
to avoid the gtruggle but he intimates
that he chose defeat.

It must be pointed out that Trot-
8ky really does not tell the actual
story. The fact is —— the astounding,
unbelievable and really monstrous fact
is that Troteky in 1822-23 gecretly
participated with Stalin, Zinoviev and
others to set up a collective buroer at-
ic rule 1in the Soviet Union, The un~
impeachable evidence proves unmistak~
ably that Troteky took part in the
Stalinist betrayal of the German revo-
lution of 1923. Trotsky knew before
the October events in Germany that the
Brandler leadership supported by Zino-
vier and Stalin was worthless. Here
is the proof, out of Trotsky's own
mouth?

"'-..-..-Comrade Trotsky, beforse
leaving the wasession of the Central
Committee (September 1923 Plerum),
made a speech which profoundly dis-
turbed all the members of the Cent-
ral Committee and in which he al-
leged that the leadership of the
Goerman Communist Party was
WORTHLESS and that the Central Com-
mittee of the German C.P. was per-
méated with fataliem,sleepy-headed-
nasgs, etc, Comradse Trotsky then
declaroed that the German revolution
was DOOMED TO FAILURE....!" (®Docu-
wents of the Oonference of the
CePeSeUe" Jan. 1924, p. 14, quoted
in "Third Int ernational After
Lenin," by L. Trotsky, p. 94.)

We see from the above that in Septem-
ber, 1923 Trotsky in plain words stated

. iniet top buroerats he

that the 1leadership of the German
Party was worthless and that the German
Tevolution was doomed. This oclear and
definite statoment was made by Trotsky
within the four walls of the meeting
room of the Stalinist Central Committce
By then Stalin had already broken his
complete wunity with Trotsky which had
oxisted in December 1922 at the Fourth
Congress of the Comintern and up to the
Spring of 1923 at the 12th Congress of
the Russian Party. Stalin was already
gotting afoot his campaign to tear down
Trotsky. Trotsky's evaluation of the
opportunigt Brandler leadership was in-
tended as a gesture of "opposition." In
reality Trotsky worked with Zinoviev
and Stalin to carry out the betrayal of
the German workers. While to the Stal-
told the truth
concerning the rotteness of ths German
Communist Party leaders, to the workers
outside he told an altogether different
story. A few weeks after the September
1923 Plerum, he delivered a speech be—
fore the metal workers of the Moscow

district. The speech was reported in

the Pravda, October 2lst, 1923. It was
printed in The Worker hsrs in America

in the December 1, 1923 issue., Here

is what Trotsky told the workers?

"The question 1s; this party is
8till young. Will ghe find in her-
self the will to effect a revolu-
tion,and will she be able to do so?
In this respect circumstances favor
the working class of Germany. They
are roady for the struggle, and in
order to act they must know that at
their head stands a party BEADY TO
LEAD THEM from struggle to struggle
and TO r)"mu, VICTORY." (My emphiseis
— G.M.

It is obvious that Trotsky comeciougly
and delibergtely LIED to the wo rkers
of the whole world about the German
situation. He worksd with Zinoviev
and Stalin in getting up the Rightist
trap for the _German masses. Having
once started out wupon the road of
Stalinist treachery and crime and
political collaboration with Stalin,
Trotsky never swerved from this course.
He contimied piling crime upon crime.
When Max Eastman, although a political
muddlehead, discovered that Lenin in a
letter which came to be nown as his
will, called for the removal of Stalin
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from the General Secretaryship of the
Russian Communist Party and also the
damning facts about the usurpation of
power by Stalin,Zinoviev and othersand
made thege. facts known to the workers
outside of Russia, Trotsky, angl ing
for amity with the burocratic clique,
promptly rushed to Stalin's assistance.
Hore is how Trotsky viciously and cri-
minally LIED to the workingclass:

“"Comrade Lenin HAS NOT LEFT ANY
'WILL?; the character of his re-
lations to the Party, and the char-
actoer of the Party itself, excludes
the possibllity of such a !willl,..
All talk With regard to a concealed
or mutilated !will! is nothing but
a DESPICABLE LIE.ess.It suffices to
ask:! If we assume that the mali-
clous characterization of our lead-
ing Party comrades given by Eastman
is only partly correct, how is it
possidble that thies Party should
have emerged from long yoars of il-
legal struggle, how ocould it stand
at the head of magses of millions,
carried through the greatest revdu-
tion of the world, to further the
formation of revolutionary parties
in other countries?!

"There is no sincere worker who
will believe in the picture painted
by Eastman." (Inprecorr, Scptember
3, 1925,pp.105,106. My emphasis-G.M)

Thus Trotsify gave Stalin a valuable
hand, aasisting in ditching the German
revolution of 1923, shielding Stalin
from Lenin's opposition and from ex~
posure and helping him to remaln Genen-
al Secretary of the Party and in the
control of the Comintern and the Sovlet
Union. With the process of centraligz-
ation of Stalin's power Trotsky became
the chief target of Staliniem. Al-
though no doubt hating Stalin immense~
ly Trotsky, nevertheless, in order to
hide his own crimes against the prolet-
‘ariat, went right along collaborating
with Stalin. He supported Stalin?'s
policy of spreading 1lies among the
workers that the DbYourgeois Kuomintang
could be transformed into a revolu-
tionary party:

"We approve of Communist support
to the Kuomintang party in China,
which we are endsavoring t0 revolu~

tionize." (Leon Trotsky, Inprecorr,
May 29, 1924.)

The destruction of the Chinesc revolu-
tion proceseded with Trotsky keeping
secret from ¢the proletariat all the
treacherous acts of Stalin and tha
leadorship of the Cbdminterns Only
after Chiang Kai-sheok openly attacked
the Chinese workers did Trotsky, as a
fake gesture of "opposition", put up a
"demand" for the withdrawal of the
Chinese Party from the Kuomintang::

"IYou are quite right when you
point out that the Russian opposi-
~ tion, as late as the first half of

1927, did not demand openly the

withdrawal from the Kuo Min Tang.!"

(Letter to M, Shachiman, quoted on

page 19 of Max Shachtman's Introduc-
tion to "Problems of the Chinesge
Revolution," by Leon Trotskye)

Trotsky was tied for ever ¢to
Stalinigh through the initial crime of
conspiring to form a collective buro-
cratic leadership in Rugsia .and of be-
traying Lenin's policy of removing
Stalin from the post of power of gen-
eral secretary (see IN DEFENSE OF BOL-
SHEVISM #3). Therefore, when Stalin's
policy in China became too obviously
opportunist, in 1927, the most advanc-
ed section of the Comintern workers
and within the Russian Party seethed
with excitement and were assalled by
doubts regarding the Comintern leader-
ships In Russia the oppositionist
rank-~and~file were aroused, demanding
a smashing drive against Stalin, feel-
ing that through the 1lesson of the
defeat caused by Stalin's policies a
new leadership could step in to take
the helm of the government. Trotsky,
realizing that a conclusive drive ag-
alnst Stalin would inevitably reveal
his own criminal role, stifled the op-
positioniste;

"During the first days after the
coup d'etat by Chiang Kai-shek, I
was obliged to pour many a bucket
of cold water over the hot heads of
y young friends —~ and over some
not so young, I tried to show them
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that the opposition could not rise
on the defeat of the Chinese revolu-
tion." (L.Trotsky, "My Life",p.530.)

Stalin thus was given a free
hand to go on with his gruesome game.
After the Dbetrayal o0f the Chinese
toilers through the Rightist zigzag,
Stalin, around the turn of 1628 intro-
duced the Leftist "Third Period'.

Throughout the Leftist "Third
Period" (1928-1934), while Stalin
pushed the German workingclass into
the hell of Fasciem, Trotsky never
tired +telling the workers a totally
false tale that the Stalinist. leaders
wore revolutionists, that ©Stalin was
comnitting blunders, that the Stalin-
ist burocrats would turn towaArds the
Leninist policy: "For a turn in the
policy of the Ce Pe G." (The Militant
June 25, 1932)e "The about-face of
the Stalinists is INEVITABLE!" (Leon
Trotsky, "Germany What Next", p. 182.
My emphasis = G.M.) The Trotskyites
were telling the workers that the
Stalinist machine of counter-revolu-
tion, tho Comintern, was a revolution-
ary party "today and tomorrowl"

"Our differences with the Party's
policy, which 1isolates it from the
magses and impedes the revoltionary
movement 4in this and other count-~
ries, cannot eliminate the fact
that the Communist Party 4is the
only working olass party in the
field, the only revolutionary party
which stands for the interests of
the working class TODAY and
TOMORROW." (The Militant, October
29, 1932, My emphasis - G.M.)

After Stalin betrayed the German work-
ers to Hitler through the Leftist zig-
gag, he was conpelled, 4in order to
cover up the crime and continue prev—
enting revolution in the future, once
agaln to resort to the Rightist zig-
zage It was necessary for him again
to collagborate directly with t he
counter~revolutionary,petty-bourgeois-
domocratic Social-democracy, as in the
first Rightist zigzag of 1922, 1923.
He was going to repeat the formula
that a middle-of-the-way government
could be organized on the basis of
"exigting democratic institutions."
Stalin would whitewash social democra~

¢y once again. His agents wers to
tell the workers that at this moment
it was necessary to "postpone" the
struggle for the dictatorship of the
proletariat and to choose bourgeois
demdcracy as againgt Faascism. Trotsky
contineed his long and uninterrupted
political ‘collaboration with Stalin.
He helped to pave the way for the
Rightist line: '

"Immediately after the accession
of Hitler, Trotsky woote that the
igsus presenting 1itself to the
masses was no longer Bolshevism
vergus Fasciesm byt Fascism versus
Democracy." (The New Internasdonal,
October 1938, p. 301l.)

When the Stalinist and Socialist buro-
crates in France in 1934 signed the so-
called united front pact, Trotsky took
a wide swing to the Right. Heo cams
out with a thesis, reactionary and
anti-Loninigt to the core, poisoning
the masses concerning the true natue
of Social-democracy.

"The destiny of the proletariat
depends, in large measure, in our
epoch upon the resolute manner with
which the social-democracy w il l
succeed in the brief interval which
i1s vouchsafed it by tho march of
development, in breaking with the
bourgeois state, in transforming
itsclf and in preparing itself for
the decisive struggle against Fag-
cism." (The New International,
Sopt-Oct. 1934,)

Stalin was making a deal with the
Social-democracy specifying in  the
pacts signed by his agents and Social-
democrats in France ¢that "political
discussion" and mutual "criticism" was
to be avoided, Plainly, it was an
implisd wunderstanding Jjointly to be
tray the masses in the ooming revolu-
tionary situations.s Trotesky!s anti-
Leninlét reevaluation of Social-democe
racy helped to whitewash not only the
Social~democratic agency of imperial-
ism but also the Comintern, the agenoy
of the Stalinist burocracy., A clear
implication 4n Trotsky's theeis was
this? 1f thero was a possibility that
Social-democracy, mown during Lenin's
1ife as a stinking oorpss, would
"transform itself", was thero no pos-
8ibility that Soocia}~domocracy, now
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directly collaborating with Stalinism

would bdring pressure to bear upon the
Comintern in ¢the revolutionizing
directiond Trotsky has a zigzag poli-
cy just as Stalin has. Trotsky's zig-
zags are tied to Stalin's with invis-
ible threads. That is the reason why,
liks Stalin, Trotsky veers further
away from Marxism with each zigzage.
Thus, in the first two Rightist ‘zig-
zags, Trotsky did not lean so far to
the Right as in the latest 3zigzag
(1934-1939), In the first Rightist
zigzag (1922-23) he only gave suppat to
the Staliniste collaboration with the
Social democracy. In the second Right.-
ist zigzag (1924-1928) he only approv-
ed of gaupport to the Kuomintang. But
in the present Rightist zlgzag he was
frantically pressing to have his forc-
es actually enter the Soclal-democrat-
ic Second International.

One can easily ase of what im-
mense ald to Stdlin and the bourgeoi-
sic was Trotsky's reactionary thesis
hinging the destiny of the prolotariat
upon the hope +that Social-democracy
would break with tha bourgeoias state.

Imnediately after the Trotekyites
adopted +this thebis +they bYegan in
Spain and elsewhere to~indtill confid-
ence in the mind of the proletariat
towards its deadly enemy, the Social-
ist Party:

"If with us in Spain, the unifi-
cation which is being achieved pre-
dominantly around the Socialist
Party, has & progrcessive value,
thig is due to the prosent attitude
of the S.P., which is ingpiring in-
creasing CONFIDENCE." (The New In-
tern?tional, Nov.1934.My emphasis—
G.M.

"The problem rgsides in knowing
whether the S.P. will be willin: to
defond 1its existence and not yield
to Fagelam at the decigivée moment.
The Austrian Socialists have already
demonstrated this willingness and
the Spanish Soclalist party is de-
monstrating it 4in a much Dbetter
form, to the point of being the
only party which wunder the present
circumstances offers a fow guarant~
eess The willingess is insuf-
ficient unless it is accompanied by

poricuoneas.. At the present moment
vhich may be decisive, the Peiaiict
rarty is the only one that offorg
gome guarantees, not only of wililns
egss, but of geriousness as well."
%Thé Now International, Nove 1 9 34,
p. 102.)

With systematic precision,Trotsky
and his opportunist hangers-on pursued
their destructive work among the Span-
ish and other workers. Literature con-
taining confusion, outright conscious-
ly contrived lies,and strangulating-il-
lugions was being spread by the Trot-
skyites among the wunfortunate Spanish
wnrkers. Here is a sample of the typic-
al péigon of the Trotskyites:

"The 1leftward evolution of the
international social-democracy after
the dofeats of Germany and Austria,
came in Spain more rgpidly than
elsewhere. Caballero  Jjoined the
loft wing, of which the Socialist
Youth, deeply critical of both the
Second and Third Internationals, was
the mainstay. The left wing declared
for preparing the proletarian revolu-
tion, to be achieved by armed insur-
rection. The center win of the
party, led by Prieto and Gonzales
Pena, publicly pledged,in the Qortes,
that any attompt at a fascist regime
would be met by armed revolution.
Only a small right wing under
Besteiros refused to learn from
Austria and Germanye In the U.G.T.
Caballero introduced a regime of bold
struggle and the right-wing Sociacll'sts
who objected were forced to resign
from its executive.Precisely because
they had been so ideologically dep—
endont on the Kautskys aud  Bauers,
the fall of their teachers  eriabled
the SPANISH SOCIALISTS TO MAKE A N
EXTRA-ORDINARILY SHARP BREAK W.ITH
THEIR PASTe

"The bourgeoisie, reading polit-
ics by way of bourgeois analogies,
thought this was the bluff — until
they were scared into conviction by
the discovery of large depots of
arms in socialist homes and
buildingse.

"With the Sociallg’ Party ready
to strumsle, the fisht gralnst fas-
cism was enormougly facilitated,
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INDEED IT IS NOT TOO MUCH TO SAY
THAT ONLY THE LEFTWARD ¢turn of the
Socialist Party made possiblo, und-
er the existing conditions, the
victory over fascigm." (Felix Mor-
row, "The Civil War in Spain", ,p.28.
My emphasis - G.M.)

That 4s how the Trotskyites added
to the ideological confusion of tho
worksrs. With the reactionary Spanish
Social-democracy, both the right wing
and the left wing, collaborating with
Stalin in the Popular Front Government
it is easy to see how the Trotskyites
helped to attach the Spanish workers
to the Popular Front Government. Let
no one imagine that the Trotskyite in-
direct assistants of Stalin are ignor-
ant of the counter-revolutionary nat-
ure of Social-democracy. Only a while
before thoy correctly wrote the
following?

"Is it possible to reform or re-
new the Second International, per-
vaded by crimes and treacheries?
The war and all post-war events
answer: 'Nol%,.....Social Democracy
is devoted in Ybody and soul to the
bourgeois regime."® (The Militant,
March 31, 1934.)

And Trotsky made it unmistakably
clear that "Both Fasciem and the
Social-democracy are  tools in the
hands of the bourgeoisie® (Leon Trotsky,
"Germany, What Next,".p. 59). Hence the
CONSCIOUS political fakery the Trotsky
ites introduced in the present Rightist
zigzag of OStalinism is quite obwvious.
The phnase-mongering Social-democrats
never made and never will make "an ex-
traordinarily sharp bdreak with their
past", and few people know it better
than Trotsky and his political
parasites, ¥he Cannons. Shaechtman s
and Felix Morrows. It 1s only after the
Stalinists broke with Cuballero and the
Left Socialists and pushed the Loyal-
ist Governmont further to the Right
that the Trotskyites "exposed" and "at-
tacked" the OSpanish Left Socialists.
But at the time Stalin was making good
use of the Left Socialists,the Trotsky-
ites lied to the workers that thers was
a real differenge between the Left and
the Right wings of the agency of im-
perialism, the petty-bourgeois Social
democracy. They even criticized the

generally confused POUM which declined
to follow Trotskyls advice to enter the
Socialist Party, for the refusal to see
any fundamental difference between the
right and the left wings of Social-
democracy?

"In order to justify its refusal
to enter the Socialist Party, as
Trotsky proposad, and thereby throw
its forces — mumbering only a few
thousand even according to its own
estimates — on the side of the left
wing, it refused to sec the profound
significance of the development of
the left winge. In fact, in La
Batalla of May 22nd, it denied that
there was any real difference bet-
weoen the left and right wings. This
false estimate led to deplorable tac-
tics." (Folix Morrow, "Tho Civil War
in Spain," p. 46.)

An oxceedingly clever and thorough-
ly pro-bourgeois 1dea was planted by
the Trotskyites 4nto the heads of the
workers that the proletariat could cre~
ate its own class army without the ®ver-
throw of the bourgeois State. The Span-
ish Left Socialists sdid that this
could be done on the basis of saving
the existing republic instead of over—
throwing it. They even quoted Lenin
to support their swindle. The Trotsky-
ites, instead of exposing the trick,
made it pallatable to the workers?

"Not those who usurp the pres-
tige of the Russian revolution only
to betray its principles in service
to the bourgeoisie, not the Stalin-
ists, but the vanguard of the left
Socialists teach the Spanish prolot.
ariat the Leninist conception of
the class nature of the armyl"
(Felix Morrow, "The Civil War in
Spain®, p. 59.)

Stalinism had
utilized the Spanish Left Soclalists
to the full and was consolidating the
Peoplols Front Government on a Right—
ward basis, the Trotskyites ccas ed
telling ¢the workers dbout the "Lenin-
iat™ concpption of the Left Soclalists:

Afterward, when

"The road lay clearly before the
proletariat but, not accidentally,
the program for the road was not
the heritage of the 1left Soeial-
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istee" (Felix Merrow, "Revolution
and Counter-Revolution in: Spain,”
P 380)

But the pro-Socialist poison of
the Trotskyites had already done the
pernicious work so valuable to Stalin
and the international bourgeoisie. The
Red veneer with which the Trotskyltes
smeared the vile Left Socialists, whom
Lenin classified among the basest
Judages within the proletariat, delud-
ed thousands of the most advanced
Spanish workers. The Spanish Left
Socialists supported,with "eriticism",
the Peoplels Front Governments The
Trotskyite pervérters of Leninism in
turn helped to tie the advanced work-
ers to the Papple's Front Government—
in other words Stalin-—and Span is h
capitalism — through the Left Soclal-
ists.

dny one ptudying the tragic les-
son of Spain can't help perceiving the
salient fact that 4t 1is Staliniem
which was the decisive force within
the Spanish proletariat. The policy
which shackled the Spanish masses and
delivered them to the butcher Franco
and his ally, Miasja; was the Stalinist
Rightist policy officlally approved at
the 7th Congress of the Comintern. But
the Trotskylites deceived the Spanish
masses and diverted their attention
from thils main enemy within the inter-
national proletariat in this epoch.
They do this not for Stalin's sake, of
course, but for Trotsky's,whoee orimi-
nal role of building Stalinism must be
kept secrete They fooled the workers
into thinking that Stalinism did not
play the role in Spain it had previous-
ly played in Germany. They assured
the uninformed, confused and misled
workefs that the lesson of the German
betrayal was understood by the Spanish
workers?

"The Stalinists have become Open,
shamcless enemies of the prolet—
ariat revolutign, Fortunatsly for
the world proletariat, ©Stalinismin
Spain does not command the forces
it held in leash in Germany — pre-
cisely because the lessons of Ger-
many have entered the consciousness
of the Spanish proletariat." (Felix
Morrow, "The Civil War in Spain ®
Po 620)

The history of the Civil War in
$pain has proved precisely that the
Spanish proletariat did not learn even
the tinioest particle of the lessons orf
Germany. THls tragic fact is true of
the whole of the international prolet-
ariate If the Spanish workers had
learned the 1lessons of Gormany they
would have %Yroken 4rrevocably with
Stalinism, Social-democracy, Trotsky-
ism and all other formg of opportuniem
and would have founded a new and genu-
inely Bolshevik Pagtye. Becausc ¢t he
lessons of the German events were not
learned, Stalinism 4n Spain succeeded
in trapping the most advanced section
of the proletariat by the hundreds of
thousands. Stalinism in Spain, despite
the Gorman events, succeeded in crush-
ing another proletarian revolution.
The vicious Trotskyite 1lle that the
Spanish toilers learned the lessons of
the German events had only one purpose:
to deaden the workers! vigilance to-
ward the opportunist dangers which
menaced them. Thus turning of the
workers attention away from Stalinism
with rosy lies was one of the Trotsky-
igts! methods of preventing the gem-
ine exposure of Stalinism and hence of
Trotskyisme

“ The POUM, a classic specimen of
Left confusion and suicidal opportun-
ism, was pictured by ¢the Trotskyitds
as an organization now supporting the
People's Front Government, and now
pursuing a Bolshevik policy. "It was
only after the present civil war broke
out that the former Trotskyists (now
in the POUM) again turned toward a
Bolghevik policy" wrote Felix Morrow
in his pamphlet "The Civil War in
Spain® (p. 9)¢ Fundamentally, at no
time, beforc or after the outbreak of
the civil war, was the POUM?!S position
a Bolshevik position. It is enough to

give 4 courle of illustrations to
prove the oppertunism of the POUM and
thus mail the Trotskyitese. After the

dutbreak of the oivil war, and a 1lit-
tle while before the  appearance of
Morrow!s pamphldt "The Civil War in
Spain¥, which is dated September 22,
1836, La Batalla, ¢the official organ
of the POUM, carried the following
article by Nint

"Not many days
launched a manifesto which

ago the FAI
sald
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that it would oppoge g1l dictator—
ships exercised by wisteves pesbye
The
of the proletariat
exercisgéd by one single
sector of the proletariat, but by
all, absolutely all.e No workers!
party or union center has the right
to exercise a dictatorship. Let
those present know that if the CNT
or the Commnist Party or the So-
cialigt Party would wish to exer-
cise a dictatorship of a party it
would confront us. The dictator-
ship> of the proletariat must be
exercised by gll." (La Batalla,
September 8, 1936.)

dictatorship
cannot be

This ranting against the dictator-
ship of one party will sound familiar
to those who know the history of the
Russian Revolution. Every opportunist,
every Menshevik, Social Democrat and
anarchist counter-revolutionary has as
his favorite cry "down with the one-
party dictatorship of the Bolsheviks."
Clearly recognizing that the dlctator-
ship of the Bolshevik Party spelled
the death of capitalism, the opportun-
ists atrove in every way to-‘undermine
this dictatorship. Under the ory of
"Freedom for all Soviet Parties" and
"Democracy for all," the opportunists
tried to tear down the prale tarian
dictatorghip and its only possible
political expression, the dictatorship
of the Bolshevik Party. Two decades
after the Russian Revolution, when the
Ssalinists, Social Democrats and Anar-
chists have piled up a veritabk mount-
ain of absolute proof of their treach-
ery to the workers, the POUM was still
whining about exercising the prolet-
arian dictatorship through the medium
of all these criminal gangs. And this
mess of POUMliaf rubbish was hailed by
the Trotskyitos as a "turn toward a
Bolshevik Policyeesss..d"

Another i1llustfations Every
Marxist knows that Anarchism is an ir-
reconcilable enemy of Marxiem. Even
many pseudo-Marxists Ilmow this. But
the POUM had so 1little knowledge of
Marxism that it completely confused
revolutionary Marxism with Anarchism.
Here is how the POUM pictured this
petty-bourgeois agn t i-Bolshevi k
tendency?

" eeeestwo tendencies which were
traditionally irreconcilable, the
revolutionary Marxists (of the POUM)

and ths Bakminists (of the FAI)
now hold s uilar ideas concerning
the hopes and perspectives of the
revolution.® (The Spanish Revolu-
tion", p. 6. March 31, 1937. My

emphasis - G.M,)

At no time did the POUM under-
stand the nature o2 the role and
method of Anarchism, of Stalinism, of
Trotskyism, of Social Democracy. It
always, directly or indirectly, sup-
portod Stalinism and tts Popular Front
lins. Morrow pointed out the ideolog-
ical confusion of the POUM vwhen he
wrote “-ouuthe PeOsUeMe called for ’an
authentic Government of the Popular
Front, with the direct (ministerial)
participation of ¢the Soclalist and
Communipt Parties? as a means to 'com-
plete the demoécratic experience of the
magses! and hasten the revolution"
("Civil War in Spain", p. 46).

In many ways, and with uncommon
adroitness,the Trotskyites politically
helped Stalinism to attach the masses
to the Popular Front Government. They
duped the workers with the deceitful
invention that the Popular Front Gov-
ernment, engineered by Stalinism and
supported by powerful re ac tionary
forces within the proletariat,conduct-
ed a war of a gocially progreggive
character, thus completely obscuring
the sabotaging role of this treacher-
ous Stalinist—Socialist—~Bourgeois
government, which, indirectly, worked
for Franco?

"The Government, though. carrying
out its liquidation of workers! power
and its reconsolidation of bour-
geols power behind the lines, was
conducting a military strugsle of a
soclally progreassive character ag-
ainst the Fascist armies of Franco."
(Socialist Appeal,Aure14,1937,pe3s)

Attention must be called to this
poisonous witches! brew fed to the
workers. The Shachtmans and Morrows
admitted that the government was tak-
ing away the workers' gains and was
consolidating the power of the capital-
ist enslavers, and yet in the same
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breath these self-styled "Belshevik-
Leninists" golemmly anounced  that
this reactionary government,establish~
ed in the form of bourgeois democracy,
conducted a gocially pregressive
struggle against the Fascists!

The Troteskyite leaders know that
socially,in this era of rotting capit-
alist imperialism, there is fundament-
ally no class difference betweon the
Fascist and aemocratic rule of the bou-
geoisies They themselves have stated
this time and again,and quite correctly:

N esseeseThore is no basic SOCIAL
confliet Ybvetween Dbourgeols democe
racy and fascism. If we examine
social questions hiatorically, as
Marxism does, we find in a sensc
the contrary: fascism is the result-
ant of bourgeois democracy in the
period of capitalist decline; Bour-
geois democracy is the precursor of
and the preparation for fascism."
$James Burnham,"The People's Front"
Pe 160)

How then could the People's Front
Government, operating along the method
of bomrgeois democracy, strangling the
proletariat, conduct a socially prog-
regsive gtrupple against another form
of capltalist rule, Fascism? It i
clear that the Trotskyites are in a
contradiction asomewhat parallel to e
one the Plecks and Browders find them~
selves in. On the one hand the Trot-
skyites admit that bourgeois democracy
is not the destroyer but the mother of
Fagcism; on the other hand they lie
that bourgeois democracy carries on a
soclally progressive gtruggle against
Fascism}

There can bYe no doubt that just
as Stalin and his Dimitroffs and Brow-
ders, so do Trotsky and his Cannonsg
and Morrows congociously wmix Marxiem
with Dbourgeois ideological arsenic to
prevent the workers from overthrowing
capitalism. Stalin fears exposure and
loss of wusurped power; Trotsky fears
exposure and political annihilation.
Both fear the Red tribunal of the
victorious prolstariat.

The PFeoplol!s JFront Governudpt
carried on its work of pushing tho iwet
sdvuncad wor avg, into the ghardles. It

perforzed this monstrous task through
fake offemsives, of the sort Miaja en-
gineered in the Estramadura seotor
while Negrin was giving Barcelona to
Franco, as well as through intentional
retreats. 4nd while the destruction
of the Spanish revolution through the
collaboration 6f the Peoplets Front
Government and Franco went on, with
the Stalinist burocrats covering wup
the infernal game with the raucous cry
"Help Spanish democracyl", the Trot-
skyites not only avoided exposing the
Stalinist fakery but actually helped
the Stalinists by propagating the
Stalinist 1lie that the Popular Front
Government conducted a gocially prog-
ressive "struggle"! Nothing was, of
course, further from the truth.

The Stalinist burocrats, extreme-
ly capable, calculating men, were de-
picted by Trotskyism as people who
wore Dbewildered by the situation which
was in fact nothing but a Stalinist-
devised trap for the Spanish workers:

"But far from Dbecoming more
realistic, about this question,this

key to the Spanish situation, the
Stalinists have 1lost their heads
completely. The false pollicy pur-

sued by the Stalinists these four
months has left them and the Span-
ish masses nore isolated than ever.
But the Stalinists behave like men
gone mad with desparation and seize
at non-existing straws." (Socialist
Appeal, December, 19364)

Not a ward of explanation that the
Stalinists had pot 1lost their heads
but on the contrary kept them very
¢lear for their nefarious work ahead
of them. Not only did Trotsky then
shield the ec¢riminal intentions of the
Stalinist burocrats but even after al-
most two years of thelr murderocus act-
ivity, Trotsky actually spread the il-
lusibin that Stalin expected hls agents
in Spain to work for the defeat of
Franco?

"In his (Stalin's) ‘burocratic
limitedness he imagined that the
'commissars' by themselves could
guarantes victory." (Leon Trotsky,
Socialist Appeal, Jan. 15, 1938,)

The entire proletariat of Spain
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was in the grip of opportunists, with
Staliniem in the lead. It is doubtful
waether there was a single worker who
knew the precise role of the Stalin-
ists, the Trotskyites, Anarchists, the
FOUM .- of their treacherous history.
The Catalonian workers, no less, per-
haps more than the others, were con-
fused and &ioriented and led to their
doom by various "Left" and "Bevolution—
ary" and "Bolshevik Leninist" opportun-
ists. But the Trotskyits leaders ad-
viged the workers of the rest of Spain
to follow the tragic 1road of the
Catalonian masses:

"The Spanish proletariat will
have to take the road on which the
Catalonian proletarliat has begun to
march. There 1s no other road to
victoryd" (Felix Morrow, "The Civil
War in Spain," p. 60.)

That' was the
There wag a road to victory, which was
bliocked by the opportunists,among them
the Trotskyites. That was the road of
building a group, then a Fargy, upon
the bagis of revealing the facts about
the degeneration of the first Workers!
State and thée Comintern — the entire
truth about Stalin, Trotsky, Lovestone
and others. It was the road of en-
lightening the workers to0 the method
the Stalinist burocracy has been pur-
suing since 192< to prevent the form-
ation of another workers State. It
was tho rocad of showing that the Pop-
ular Front policy was Just another
Rightist zigzag of Stalinism, the road
of no support whatgosver to th? S;alin-

t-focialist-Bourgeois People's Front
debeRRzbit and eiposure Pof  the
cover-glogan of "Material Aid%.

This road indeed could have led
to victory of the masses,not only over
Franco but aleo over his indirect aids
within the workers! camp — Stalin,
Trotsky, Social-Democracy, Anarchism,
the POUM and others. But the road the
Trotskyites pointed out to the Spanish
ragsses was the road to Fascist helll

It was a cold-blooded,congciougly-
ranipnlated game that the Cannons,
Shachtmans and Felix Morrows were play-
ing to shield their Master. Here is
their line, which speaks for 1tself:

road to Fascist hell!

~ "Only the United Front of Strug-
gle of the CNT-FAI-POUM and all of
revolutionary organigations ¢ an
succeed in annihilating the ogro of
counter-revolition." (Trotskyist
leaflet of June 19, 1837. Quoted
in Socialist Appeal,Aug.21l, 1937.)

We saw that the Trotskyites them-
selves admitted the opportunist nature

of the POUM. It 1is known to every
person who read Marx and Lenin, that
Anarchists and Syndicalists have al-

ways been and could naever be anything
else than anti-Bolshevik to the core.
The Trotskyites themselves say that
"the C N T revedled tho complete bank-
ruptcy of Anarchism as a road to the
social-revolution" (Felix Morrow,"Rev-
oclution and Counter-Revolution 1in
Spain,"p. 57)¢ What was, then, the
Trotskyite 1line contained in their
leaflet distributed amongst the trap-
ped toilers of Spain 1if not purest
fraud, purest treachery, deliberate
confusion' — all working to prevent
proletarian revolution which would ex~
pose the entire truth of the origin of
Stalinism — and could never migs dls-
covering the black role Trotsky played
during Lenin's 1llness and after
Lenin's death!

Thus the Trotskyist 1line was to
divert the workers from the path lead-
ing in the dirsction of the policy of
"teach and explain®™, the kind Lenin
employed to expose the Mensheviks and
S.Re's. It avoided pointing out that
the Popular Front 1line is basically
Staliniest, similar to the "Workers
Government" of 1922-1923, It did not

explain that unless Stalinism and di
its partners are exposed, victory o

counter-revolution is a certainty. It
did not repudiate a single word of the
Trotskyist lies concerning the "revolu-

tionism" of the left Socialists. To
the numerous damaging 1lies the Trot-
skyites spread among the masses they

introduced an additional entrapping
lie that a united front of reactionary
and dpportunist organizations e CNT-
FAI-POUM —— could satop the counter-
revolutions

The Trotskyite 1leaders are not
political infants who have to Ye
taught the Yvasic truth that the only
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progressive
struggle of the prelstariat 1led by a
revolutionary party, against capital~
ivt domination which is upheld by both
Fascism and Bourgeois-demccrecy. The
Trotskyites know that the present
crisis within the proletariat is the
crigis of leadership, and that the
chief enemy within the workingclass is
Stalinism. But since Trotsky is in-
volved as the original co-plotter with
Stalin, as one of the founders of the
Stalinist regime, the Trotskyite polit-
ical charlatans, in order to protect
their own Chief, must of necessity
shisld Stalinism. Consequently, they
mast politically participate in the
Stalinist betrayals. One of the main
features of Stalinism, which the Trot-
skyites do their utmost to conceal, is
the Stalinist methods  of preventing
proletarian revolution. ©Should their
followers become conscious of the
Rignt and Left zigzags being ons org-
anically connected 1line which Stalin-
iem employs to prevent the working
class from emancipating itself, thsy
will invariably trace this Stalinist
metiod to its point of inception, the
first zigzag in 1922. By putting the
facts together they would discover
Trotsky's criminal role in this first
Rightist zigzag whicl beheaded t he
proletarian revolution in Germany in
1923. Continuing their investigation
they would inevitably come wupon the
shocking surprise that although Irot-
sky was forced by Stalin into an "op-
position", Trotsky, in order to con-
ceal their mutual crime;was compelled
to support Stalin in one way or ancth-
er in every following zigzag. Were
this truth made lmown to his followers
Trotsky'!s political annihilation would
then follow. Aware of this danger the
shrewd Shachtmans and Spectors, taking
the cue from +their Master, divert the
attention of the workers from wunder-
standing the Stalinist method. Quite
shrewdly they disconnect the zigzags
and make them appear revolving around
different, and sometimes quite "new"
policies of Stalin. The Leftist zig~
zag (192801934) through which Stalin,
assisted by Social-democracy, handed
over the German workers to Hitler, and
thus strengthened his own domination
in the Soviet Union, was at first pice~
tured as a "mistake", "blunder",
"error" and ‘"unconscious betrayal®.

struggle

today 1s the  Luter a

somewhat different "explana-
tion" was given for the betrayal of
the German masses through the Leftist
zigzeg. Stalinism, thHe Trotskyites
told the workers, pursued a “"suicidal",
"sectarian" policy. Stalinism was
pictured as having capitulated to Hit-
ler in 1933. Stalin pursued in Germany
a "stupid" policy of united front from
below;asaid Trotsky and his opportunist
hangers-on.

"Exactly this happered in Ger-
many. It was the class collabora~
tlonist policy of German Social
Democracy (combined with the sui-
cldal sgectarianism of the German
Communist Party) which 1left the
German middle classes easy prey for

Hitler.® (James Burnham, "The
People!s Front," p. 30. My emphas-
is - G‘oMc )

"The laméntable 4tragedy of the
German and then the Austrian, the
Saar and the Czech proletariat can
be traced to the criminal capitula-
tion of Stalinism to Hitler in 1933,

in which it outdid the 1long-mo
bankrupt gocial democracy in
cowardice and treacherye. Under
guise of the thrigce-gtupid policy
of 'united front from below,! the
Stalinist condemmed the  German

proletariat to a state of division

through which fascism marched un-
molestedly to power." (Socialiét
Appeal,)Oct.22,1938.p.3. My enphasie
e G.NI.

It was "cowardice" and "capituda~
tion to Staliniam" and not a cong——
gious, deliberate betrayal of the Ger-
man workers by Staliniem, say the
Trotskyites!

The Trotskyite leaders persist in
keeping their followers blind as to
the true lesson of the German betrayal,
in preventing them from tracing the
Comintern policy from 1922 on and com-
ing upon the knowledge that there has
been a deliberate policy of stopping
the revolution en the part of Stalin
and his collaborators. The Trotskyite
leaders draw upon their inexhaustible
supply of spurious explanations. They
tell the workers of "Stalin, whose re-
Jection of the united front has helped
Hitler to power" (Socialist Appeal,



December 3, 1938)e Since the Trotsky-

ites! 1loud cry during the Leftist

Period of 1928-1934 was mainly "united

front" betReel countvrmrevalu tionay
Stalinism and counter-revolutlonary

Social-democracy,whibh cry very neatly

concealed the reactionary nature of

both Internationals, as well as of

Trotskyism itself, they experienced a

certain difficulty when Stalinism made

a Right turn in 1934 toward a "united

front" with Social Democracy. They

hailed the Staliniet new Right zigzag,

whicih was to snare the Spanish, French,
Czechoslovak and other workers, as .a
move towards Leninism. And eveon up to

this very period they fool the workers

with the deadly illusion about the

"positive" results of the collaboration
of the two largest trailtorous organiz-

ations within the working claas.

"This same pressure brought
about the positive prmsultg of a unv
ited front Dbetween the Socialist
and Communist Parties. This united
front, however, remained on paper
and offered no program of action to
the workers."  (Socialist Zppeal,
December 3, 1938.)

When, the present Stalinist Right-
ist zigzag came into full swing, the
Trotskyites continued blinding the
workord;! “this time attaching the
Stalinist Comintern gzigzags to Stalirfs
foreign policy. The Comirtdrn, Trotsky
deceived the masses, became an agency
of "democratic" imperialism:

"Having prostituted the Comin-
tern, and turned it into an agency
of "democratic" imperialism; having
beheaded and paralyzed the military
power of the OSoviets, Stalin has
completely untied Hitler's hands,as
well as the hands of Hitler's ad-
versaries, and pushed Europe close
to war." (Leon Trotsky, The New
International, Deg.1939, p. 362.)

Trotsky prevents the workers from
seeing clearly that the Comintern,
first and foremost, 1s an instrument
of the ©Stalinist clique and serves
directly the interests of the Stalin-
ist burocracy to prevant interference
of the world toiling masses with its
domination of the first workers State.
Only in a large historical sense, and

only indirectly does the Comintorn
perform a service for international
imperialism. And it performs this in-
direct service for entire world im-
perialism, and not only, as Trotsky
says, for the democratic, but also for
the Fascist dimperialists. But the
Trotskyites, carrying out the line of
thelr Master, keep on warping and
twisting the truth, and drum into the
heads of their trusting followers the
criminal absurdity that the Stalinist
burocracy 1is the vanguard of  the
"democratic" and "literal" bourgeoisie.
"The 1liberal bourgeoisie and its van-
guard, the Stalinist burocracy" (So-
cialist Appeal, Sept. 4, 1937). Thus
Stalin is plctured as having introduc-
ed the Rightist zigzag not because it
is the old, well-established, success-
ful policy of keeping the world prolet-
arlat from threatening the Stalinist
usurpation of powsr, but because Stal-
in "was currying favor with democratic
lmperialism." The agents of Stalin in
Spain were pictured as agents of Paris
and London:

"The Stalinists showed themselv-
8s, once again, more glaringly
Bhameful than ever, as nothing but
disappointed office boys of the
democratic capitalist masters.”

Socialist Appeal, October 1 5,
1938, My emphasis « G.M,)

Trotsky and his Cannons an d
Shachtmans bvefuddled the workers with
stories that Stalin preventad revolu~
tion in one country after another, and
oven handed over Czechoslovakia to
Fascist Germany for the sake of — the

Franco-Soviet Pact!

"The keystone of the entire
Kremlin policy — the Franco-Soviet
Pact, for the gake of which Stalin
stopped the French revolution,sabo-
taged Spain, and handed Czechoslo-
vakla to Hitler: dissolved by a
three hour conversation in the Bav-
arian Alps." (The New International,
Oct.1938,p.292, My emphasiseG.M.)

The Trotskyites told their read-
ers that the betrayal of the Spanish
masses was carried out by Stalin "if
in return there would remain some hope
of securing for the Soviet Union a

il v alliance with France an -
Tardigsy sitien Appeal, 0ot 59,5056 )5
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This riveting of the Comintern
zigzag to the line of Stalin's diplo-
matic maneuvers puts the Trotskyitew
on the spot. The clear implication is
that Stalin had the childish illusion
that by preventing the revolution in
Spain he could actually win a military
alliance of the distorted Prolestarian
State with British and French imperial-
ism; and that had he known that such
alliance was a futile dream and the
British bourgeoisis would conclude a
Munich pact with Hitler, he, perhaps,
would have given the Spanish workers a
Leninist line for the creation of a
new Workers State.

The Trotskyites have gone to such
lengths of sophistry and evasion ag
even %o declare that the road for the
rasses in OSpain was marked out by
Anglo-French imperialism:

"Sixteen months of c¢ivil war
have conclusively demonstrated that
all the roads pointed out to the
Spanish peopdsersduce themselves to
but two choices. .~ One 1s the road
we point: revolutionary war agains!
fascism. All other paths lead into
the road marked out by Anglo-French
imperidlism."(Felix Morrow, "Revolu-
tion and Counter-Revolution in
Spain," p. 178.)

And to this very moment the trap
Stalin -set up for the Spanish toilers
at the 7th Congregs 1s labeled by the
Trotskyites Made in England and France!

"That Fifth Column was composed
of the Socialist and Stalinist mem-
bers of the bourgeois government
and its counter-revolutionary in-
at?g Eéﬁﬁ éwhich government receiv-
edmaterial support with "relentless
oriticism"—G.M.). It was they and
they alone (yes, yes, they "alcne")
who awing the anti-Fascist masses
dewn tie road into the pit prepared
by British and French imperialism.

"They were the agents and cring-
ing lazksys
(New International, March 1939.)

This vicious nonsange about the
Stalinisteand the Socielists being the
lackeys of Parls and London is actual-
ly an echo of the Stalinigt fraud of a
basic cleavage between the "democra~

of Paris and Lendon."

¢les" and the fascist powers, with
Staliniem and Social democracy support-
ing the "democracies". No matter from
what angle we approach the problem,in-
evitably we find Trotsky®sm tall-snding
Stalinism and repsating directly or in-
directly most of the Stalinist concoc-
tions. Fundamentally ©Stalinism and
Social-Democracy do mnot support one
imperialist gang agalnst anot hoer.
Stalinism indirectly and Social-Democ-
racy directly support the entire inter-
national %Ytourgeoisie against the en-
tire international toiling masses. To
present these opportunist burocracies
as supporting one group of imperial-
ists, the "democracies", against an-
other, the fascist powers, is to re-
peat — out of the corner of one's
mouth ag it were — the Stalinist Top-
ular Front fakery of "democracy versus
fascism."

The cold~blooded Trotskyist lie
about the rocad the Spanish masses fol-
lowed having been lgid down by British
and French caplitalists 1is a careful
calculation to blind the workers and
make 1t imposslible for them to see
clearly the exact course of the bloody
nightmare in Spain. Impelled by the
danger of exposure of their own Master,
the Cannons and Shachtmans rust envel-
op Stalinist Ybetrayals with clouds of

confusion, hindering the tracing of
all the 5Stalinist 2zigzags down te
19221923,

From different angles the Trot-
skyites indirectly supported Stalinism
and the Stalinist-initiated DPeoplel's
Front Government.The Stalinist smoke-
goreen of , "ald to Spanish democracy"
received from the Trotskyites 'support
with "relentless political criticism.”

"Revolutionary Marxists pointed
out that the necessity for full un-
ited action and MATERIAL SUPPORT of
the Government in 1ts military
struggls against Franco — a neces-
sity accepted and urged by all Marx-
iste - was not in the least income
patible with, was 1In fact insepar-
able from, relentless p o 1 1 tical
criticism of the policies of the
government and positive steps te
protect and extend the basis ef
workers! powser and the social reve-
lution." (Socialist Appeal, Aug.l4,
1937 -~ My emphasis-G.M.)
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But thore was no criticisml Roal
eriticism would be the oxposure of the
Popular Front Government as tho Stalin-
ist Ri aitist trap designed to prevent
revolution in order to continue the
Stalinist domination of tus first Worle
ers State. Trotskyist “relentless
criticism" was the petty bourseois lie
that the Feople's TFront Government
waica facilitated matters for Franco,
conducted "a military stru:.-le of.a.
socially pro ressive character against"
Spanish imperialisml

The Trotskyist policy served to
strengsthnen the impression, waica Stal-
in sou:ht and succeeded to create,
that the jquestion in Spain was not so
much the political line the workers
followsd, but the amount of material
aid that could be sent to the gangd
sabateurs heading the Popular Front
government. The point that must ~be
clear is tanat the Loyalist Government,
far from conducting a socially prog-
ressive strugzle, was cooperating with
Franco. hose who called for material
aid were making the workers think that
wita more arms the Loyalist Government
would defeat JFranco. The workers had
to be made to wunderstand that even if
the Loyalist government had every con-
ceivable necessity and a doubls and
triple supply of arms, Franco would
still win, Those who howled for mat.
erial aid distracted the workers' at-
tention from the treacherous'character
of the Loyalist government.

Ths corrsct, Leninist position on
the Loyalist government was the posi~
tion Lenin adopted towards Kerensky
during the Kornilov uprising. Lenin's
line was! no support to Kerensky;
merciless exposure of his opportunist
role; agitation for an energetic fight
against tae Russian Franco, Kornilovs;
Towards tae Stalinist slogan of mater-
ial aid to tae Psople's Front Govern-
ment, Marxists had to adopt a position
similar to the one they adopt towards
the bourgeois railantfiropic collectio ne
for victims of infantile paralysis.
Neither a positive nor a ne gative
propaganda but a policy of exposure.
If we advised the workers to refrain
from giving material aid, they would
iragine we were for Franco. If we ap-
proved material ald, even with comp-

by a Leftist link, unless

dete exposure of Stalinism and the
nature of the Popular Front Government,
we should have been capitulatiny to

Stalinism.
We rmust rereat again and again:
The policy of the Feople's Front is

one of the links of the chain of the
Stalinist zigzags; 1t was preceded by
a Leftist 1link, and will be followed
this chain
is broken by a revolutionary force
which makes 1t its business to break
ite .

Trotsky actualiy tries to prevent
the workers from aecing the coming

Leftist =zigzag of OStalinism — made
inevitable by the absence of a strong

Leninist force!

"Feoplel!s Fronts on the one hand
— fascism on the otlher; thesc are
the lagt political resources of im-
perialism in the struggle against
the proletarian revolution." (So-
cialist Appeal, Octoberx 22, 1933 .
My empaasis — G.M.)

It is Stalinism, operating within
the proletariat, which, in the final
analysis, 1is the savior of the bour—
geoisie. And as long as Stalinism con-
timies to exercisc its influcnce over
the masses the bourgeoisic is safe,and
will be zxzescued from each critical
situation either through a Rightist or
through a Leftist zigzags German cap-
italism was, 3indirectly, saved by
Stalinism twice: once tarougn the
Rightist zigzag (1923) and next through
the Leftist zigzag (1928-1934). It is
this crucial truth about Stalinism and
its methods that lLeninigt must exrlai n
to ths workers. But the Trotskyitss
circulate chloroforming “rumors" that
Stalin is contemplating "The possibls
liguidation of the Comintern, and the
necessity of finding a substitute for
it as a wocapon of the Soviet forcign
office" (Socialist Appeal, Oct. 30 ,
1837).  No "rumor" could be more
vicious, nor more criminal than this
one whicih holds out a falsc and treadi-
erous hope t0 uninformed anti-Stulin-
ist workers thad OStalin is about to
liguidate his officient machiine which
serves him so well in holding the
world proletariat shackled in bowr 3 o ois

slavery.
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Indeed, 1t is not too much to say
that with respect to the confusion.cf
t7.e workers about Stalinism, tac Trot-
sxylies bear the major responsinility.
The revolutionary workers Yreaxi.ng
away from Stalinism would have dis-
covered the truth much sooner had it
not been for the Trotskylte preventers
of the truth. From this angle the
greateat share of guilt rests upon
Trotsky and his Shachtmans and Felix
Morrows. Even today thoy do all in
their power to help Stalinism to tide
over the difficult situation and swing
over to the Leftist zigzag. For 1If
the werkers were to trace Stalinism
back to the period of 1923 they weuld
there find Trotsky standing shoulder-
to-shoulder with Stalin-Zinoviev-Kam-
enev-Bukharin 1in an effort to satave

ff a revolutionary threat to the buro-
cracy these scoundrels were endeavor-
ing to egtablish. The workers would
have found not only Zinovievls and
Stalin's but alse Trotsky8s hands red
with the bleod of the German masses
whom 4in 1923 the Stalin-—-Zineviev
clique and Trotsky sent to thelr doom.

The disaster in Spain spells -the
beginning ef the end of the Popular
Front ultra-right zigzag. Thous ands
of workers disgueted and embittered
will leave ths Stalinist "Parties.™
In all 1likelihood, many ef these
workers, not altogether demoralized,
will turn definitely anti-Staliniet
and will 1leok about thew fer a way
out of the frightful dilemma in waich
the workingclass finds  itself. It
goes withoutsaying that, as 1in the
past, hundreds of workers, lmagiring
that Trotsky combats Stalin, will turn
tc Trotskyisme Thus, +these workers
will again fall into-a counter-revo-
lutionary snare which 1is but an ad~
Junct to the Stalinist Comintern. If
Trotskyism 1s not exposed to g ether
with Stalinism, 1t can be stated with
certainty that Stalinism will succeed
in extricating 1tself frem its pres-
ent difficult situation through an
ultra-left zigzag. In this eventual-
ity Trotskylsm will bear the chief
responsibility fer  Stalinism's new
lease or. life.

To create the impression that
they are frighteédirgcapitalism, t h e

Irotskyite 1leaders are pursuing a
feko mass lire with 1ts opportunist
“"{ransitional demands", its canpaign
against Tfire +traps and a 1little
"Ta:rd Feried" »f their own, exampli—
fied in their struggle" against Fas-
clsm in America. The declsive turn
of the Trotskyltes to economism is an-
other anti-Leninist feature in their
line of checking the rise of political-
ly-minded elewments who would investig—
ate conclusively the politics Trotsky
has pursued since 1922, Hence Canncn's
policy "to 'trade-unionize! the party,
to devote 90 percent of the party work
to this field." (The New International,
Feb. 1938)s The Trotskyite leaders
mislead their follewers, assuring them

that in this manner, indirectly, Stal-
inisr can be defeated. They gloss
over the fact that "Soviet Russia" ave

magic words in the ears of the workers.

It is these magic words that ive
Stalin immense prestige aid win him
the trust of the masses. But <the

Trotskyites, to sell their “"mass" lin e
to their followers, with a jerk of the
pen dismigs Stalinism as an "incident-
al" obstruction,.

"The Stalinist i1ssue ocan be
handled, %but it can only be handled
as what it 1s, an incidental obstacls
in the fight for the program that
workers and farmers need." (Now In-
ternational, March 1939, p. 78, My
emphasis - G.M.)

Thus, the appalling ferce which
tore down such a mighty upheaval,as
the Chinese Revolution of 1925.1927;that
played the chief part in paralyzing
the most powerful, entirely class-con-
oonscious preletariat in the entire cap-
italist world, the German proletariat;
that selzed hold upon the first Work-
ers! State, strangling the Ruesian
revolutionary workers; the force that
shackled the militant Spanish toilers
and delivered them to the bourgeoisie
— this Frankensteinls monster that is
spreading 1ts tentacles to suffocate
the French and the American working—
class, 1s termed by the Trotskyites
"an incidental obstacle"}

This deadly chloroform of the
Trotskyite leaders distracte their
followers from the correct path of
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opening a powerful offensive and tear-
irg the mask off Stalinism and, ef
vecassity, of Trotskyisme This "muss
lana'  facilitatee matters for Stelin-
ism and the world bourgensie and
Aelps 4o intengify the present vrdeal
for the world toilers and dppressed
raeces and countriese.

This ordeal can be brought to an
end only through the exposure of Stal-
irism and all other opportunism,includ
irg the Trotskylte lie-machine, called
¥Fourkh International. The perioed of
rea2tion can be ended and the period
of —evolution resumed only through the
buildiag of a truly Leninist
International.

Stalin pursues only one kind of
policy, the policy of bVetraying the
intarnational proletariat. From this
reactionary ©path Stalin can never
swerve. His aim is to contimue the re-
actionary process within the Soviet
Union, and within the world working
class. Any one who in any way collab-
orates with Stalin helps this buro-
crati€ wusurper to slash the throat of
the toiling masses of the entire world.
And in the light of Trotsky's collabor-
ating with Stalin in establishing the
burocratic regime in the Soviet Union,
in “he ghastly 1light of Trotsky's
political ald to Stalin in the betrgyal
of ihs Spanish, the German anc. other
magses, how monstrously clear, how
significant is the following statement
of Protsky's, which mukes it uwnnmistaie
able that this former revoluticnist,
now a renegade, is ready to continue
right behind Stalin to wade in the
toilers! blood which Stalinism spills
at regular intervals:

"You ask if I am ready to collab-
orate with Otalin and his closest
collaborators? I have never repudi-
ated such collaboration, and now,
beiere the serious difficulties
within and without the country, I
am less disposed than ever to re-
pudiate it. Poli%tics kanows no per-
sonal resentment nor the spirit of
revenge. Politics knows only ef-
factivenesss For myself, as well
as my companions, it comes back to

the gquestion of the rogram 7f the
coll&boration." zieonETrotsky, "The
Case of Leon Trotsky", pe. 171,

. Trotsky is no amateur at politicse
One is a naive babe who imagines that
frotsiy or his Cannons have the faint-
est illus.on about the helplessly re-
actionary cha aicter of Stalin's poli-
cies and program. No matter vhat "Red"
phrases renegade Stalin and his putrid
collaborators employ to mask thelr

program, in ites esgence it always ie
and always will be the program of be.-

trayal of the workers inside and out-
side the Soviet Union. Trotsky himself
has stated openly that the Stalinists
are the "Thermidorians" of the October
Revolution, It is obvious, therefore,
that there 1s soemething definite in
Trotsky's policy when he declares his
readiness to collaborate with t h e
"Thermidorian® b andi ¢t s of the
Stalinist reaction.

But one cannot dissuade Trotsky
from continuing his political collab-
oration with Stalin. And since this
political collaboration 1is completely
obscured by the fierce hatred these
two men feel for each other, and by
superficial "exposure" of Stalinism by
Trotsky and his Cannons, it is the
duty of revolutionists to explain to
the workers that the international pro-
letariat is the victim of this sinis-
ter collaboration. The political col-
laboragion of Trotsky with Stalin in
relation to the tolling masses i s
equivalent to the collaboration of a
ropse and a millstone tied around the
neck of a drowning man.

What can be the possible object
in Trotsky's mind? Without doubt
Trotsky dreams of the o0l1d 192 2
"Leninist" program he, Stalin,Zinoviev,
Kamenev and other top lsaders actually
and treacherously carried out during
the fateful days when Lenin struggled
with death. That was the resason Trotaky,
in opposition to Lenin's poliey of re-
movirg Stalin, assured Kamenev "I am
against removing Stalin" (Leon Trotsky,
"My Life", p. 486). Recognizing that
since then rmich blood has run under
Stalin's and his own political bridges,
and that there is no chance for an or-
ganizational alliance with Stalin him-
self, Trotsky clings to the meagre hope
that Stalin will be oustsd by the big
burocrats. That, Trotsky imagines,might

gisatasthespossivitity of his wnifjgas
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Trotsky's cable to Moscow in June 1937,
offering support to Stalin's Centr al
Coumittee" against Stalin.)

An empty dream! Just as Stalin,
his degenerated successors wust con-
tinue using Trotsky as the chief scape-
goate Furthermore, and above all,
while in 1922 and later the revolution-
ary workers were not in a position te
expose the base treason of the leaders
ef the Russian Cormunist Party,bscause
ghastly crimes were skillfully hidden,
today, owing to the uneartihing of con-

¢lusive, theugh gquite dusty, document-
ary evidence, truth has begun to enter
tho consciocusness of scme advanced
revolutionary workers., Tomorrow the

entire vanguard will learn not only
the beastly facts about Usurper Stalin

but also the shocking truth about
Trotsly. Then, and only then will the
proletariat be able to shake off these
traitors, and other misleaders and be-
trayers,and resume the long-interrupt-
their

ed onward march against
clags enemy, the bourgeoisie.

THE LEFT®TROTSKYITES

SONTRIBUTE THEIR SHAYE

7. HERE was an endless variety of

% opportunist snares and pitfalls
that the OSpanish workers found 1n
their path. Among the 1less influen-

tial pseudo-Bolsheviks who had their
proportional share in the great betray
al of the Spanish toilers are certain
Left-Trotskyist groups. They split
away from Trotsky organizationally,but

*

a)

*

basically remained Trotskyist in their
politics. They actively entered the
Spanish arena with their destructive
advices to the workers, contributing
to the general mental chaos, among the
anti-Stalinist workers in particular,
thus giving Stalin and the bourgeoisie,
objectively, a helping hand.
*

The League for a Revolutionary

Workers Party

The League for a Revolutionary
Worksrs Party sent representatives to
Spein to spread its ideas, primarily
among the POUM werkerg. For one to
form an idea of the work the LeReWaPe
performed in Spain, it is necessary te
examine briefly this organizationts
conceptien of the various political
forces opsrating within the Spanish
proletaridt. In that manner one can
evaluate the true political nature of
this organization.

_ We have shown above that the
Stalinlist burocracy in 1922-1923 trans-
formed the Comintern into an instru-

ment for prevention of proletarian
revolution. We indicated the alternate
zigzags by means of which Stalinism
accompli-hed this taske. Without hav-
irig a "Comintern" within the capital-
ist world Stalin would have been con-
fronted with the rise of a new Bolshe-
vik International. Viewed from this
concrete angle,it is clear that Stalin
values this mighty political instru-
ment very highly and will not liqui-
date 1t, but will preserve it and con-
tinue making use of it. But the LRWP,
with 4its head in the clouds with re-
gard to Staliniem, saw in the Rightist
zigzag of 1934-1939 nothing less than
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a nove on the part of Stalin to liquid-
cte the "Comintern"l When Stalin and
his Din#rcff were weaving the Popular

Front rope with which to bind the
Spanish as welli.as the French, Czecho-
slovak and other workers and deliver
them to Fascism, the LRWP "warned" the
victims in the following "Marxist-ana-
lytical™ manner$ "The preparations for
the liguidation of the Comintern are
raking progresse" (Labor Front, Jan.

19, 1935.)
This sort of "enlightenment"
naturally served Stalinism. It sawed

harrful illusions in the heads of the
advanced anti-Stalinist  Spanish and
other workers making them imagine that
soon they would be regaled with the
fascinating spectacle of Stalin him-
solf rempving from their path the
greatest obstacle to the building of a
new revolutionary international, No
doubt most of +the workers whom the
LRWP infdusnced welcomed the happy
tidings.

This
the true
and its
the ears of advanced worksrs
considerable 1length of time.
the period the ©Stalinist Comintern
held its Seventh Congress, the LRWP
painted a rosy mirage of the "funeral
congress" of the "Comintern":

confusion andd distortioncf
character of the Comintern
zigzags was being buzzed into
for a
During

at Seventh Congress

"The CeI. is headed unwaveringly
toward 1liquidation. The Seventh
Congress will go down in the his-
tory of the movement as the funeral
Congross of the C.I." (Labor Front,
August 1935, p. 1.)

Historiaal facts indicate that
the actual funeral Congress of Lenin's
Comintern was the Fourth Congress in
December 1922 wnich was marked by the
introduction of the first Right zigzag.
Stalin's Comintern 4s etill full of
vigor and 1life, doing its destructive
work. The eo-called Seventh Congress
morely put an official stamp on the
third Rightist zigzag (1934-1939). The
leaders of the LRWP did not bother in-
vestigating facts; they +took their
faots from their political brother-

wnder—the-skin, the Trotskyites. And
the Trotskyites to hide the fact that
the line of the Fourth Congress was
kept secret from Lenin, always tell
the workers that the first congressecs
of the Comintern, including the Fourth,
were Leninist. They avoid pointing
out that Lenin nearly collapsed after
attending only one gession (the 8th)
at which he dealt with the question of
the N E Py Als0, the Shachtmans and
Cannons blind the workerg with fake
predictions that the Stalinist Party
would liquidate itself:

"Having liquidated all the theo-
ries of revolutionary Marxism, the
C.P. 1is now engaged in liquidating
itself...in its work of self-liquid-
ation we cannot but wish the Stalin-
ists godspeed." (The New Inter-
national, March 1935, ps 37.)

The LEWP was spreading its liter-
ature oontaining falge and misleading
ideas also amomg Spanish workerse. It
went on intensifying the darkness
among them by tangling utterly differ-
ent political entities — Stalinism
and Social Democracy —into a hopecless
knot, teaching the Spanish workers to
view Stalinism as Menshovism}

"When the peasants seize and
divide up ¢the 1land the Guardia
Civile of the People's Front Gov-
ernment drives them away and res-
tores the land to the aristocrats.
The sterile MENSHEVIST Communist
Party calls for 'the completion of
the bourgeois-democratic revolu—
tion.'" (Labor Front, April 1936.)

Thds: misconception of the LRWP was
based upon an imaginary liquidation of
bhe Comintern, which action ~ so the
wild Manalysis" of the LRWP explained —
would drown the Communist Party in the
Social Democracy!

"We say that the role of the C.P.
as a revolutionary force is finish-

ed: 1t is on the way out, organige
ationally through liquidating its

different organizations (the trade

unions and the YCL already, others
to come), and politically through

drowning itself 1in the Socialist
Party in the name of ‘unity?! on a



- 45 -

socinl-democratic basis, or the
Ycrwer-Labor party on a liberal-
reformist basis."™ (Labor Front,
Ja.mlary 1936, Pe 5.)

Receiving such "enlightenment"
the Spanish anti-Stalinist worker s
could never grasp what Stalinicm, its
Comintern and the Peoplels Front line
wore. Having such "Marxist" advisers
as the LEWP in addition to other con-
fusers, the advanced Spanish workers
wero prevented from forming a party
that would rescue the masses from the
clutches of Staliniem.

Throughout the eventful years of
the Spanish revolution there was not
the falntest indication that a tenden-
cy arose in Spain, or anywnerse elsec in
Europe, which correctly estimated
Stalinism, expased the Trotsky and the
Lovestone angles, and explained the
zigcags 1t employed to hold back the
world proletariat. Without an organiz-
ation teaching and explaining to the
workers the precise meaning of the
Popular TFront 1line, the precise ex~
rlanation for the rise of Fascism in
Italy and Germany and correct criticlsm
6f the POUM and other "anti-Popular
Front" gupporters of Stalinism there
was not a ray of hope for the Spanish
masses. But the LRWP told the workers
that there was a "hopeful sign" in the
utterly hopeless,indefinite, basically
pro-Stalinist position held by the op-
portunist POUMJ

"The only chance of the workers
and peasants liss In the formation
of a new revolutionary party in
the ocourse of this struggle. A

hopeful sign is the dofinitg posi-
tion taken by the POUM." (Labor

Front, April 1936. My emphasis~G.M.)

For some time the LRWP was mig-
leading the Spanish workers with the
Tdefinite" position of the POUM in the
problem of building a Marxist Party.
But the wretched flabbiness, opportun~
ist rdténess and outright capitulation
of tic POUM became only too obvious td
wany advanced workers in May 1937,
Whcreupon the LRWP, inspired by the
Trotskyites and 1n unison with other
peoudo~revolutionary tendencies,direct-
ed the feeble political vision of the

Spanish workers to another opportunist
soar bubble — the Left Wing of the
POUM. The Left Wing of the POUM in
esaence was as mach different from its
right wing as the Right Wing of Social
Democracy is different from its left
wing. But the LRWP, instead of expos-
ing the non-Marxist character of the
Left Wing of the POUM declsared that it
was Marxist. The LRWP deceived the
Spanish workers with the new false
hope that there was actually a possi-
bility of this opportunist wing build-
ing a revolutionary party for the work
ers. "If the Marxist wing of POUM
brings into bYeing a revolutionary
party that can help them draw the nec-
essary deductionee.." - a "deduction®

no doubt in the light of the "educa~
tion" spread by the LRWP.

With very few altes#ations, the
line of the LRWP on the evaluation of
the axis of the Stalinist dbetrayal in
Spain was Trotskyist. It did not ex-
plain the interconnection of the Stal-
inist Rightist and Leftist zigzags
serving the soul purpose -the preserv-
ation of the Soviet burocracy tarough
the prevention of a successful prolet-
arian revolution. It helped to circul-
ate the deceitful and criminal distor-
tion, the same that is spread by Trot-
sky, that both the Stalinist and So-
cialist lsaders 1in Spain so6ld out the
workers to Spamfish imperialism because
they sought friendly agreements with
British and French imperialism?

"The workers of Spain can still
rise up against the ©bloec of their
oppressors and their falsc friends,
the bourgeoisie and the reformist

anarchist, Socialist and Stalinist
politicians, who want to sell them
out to Franco for the pake of a
deal with *democratic' English and
French imperialism.®™ (Labor Front,
October 1937, pe 5-)

Stalin did not have, according to
the LRWP, an independent policy to
stop the revolution: "And in all this
the Soviet Union tailwends Britain-
Franceee." (Labor Frmt, Jan. 1%8)'

Viewed in its entirety, the poli-
tical position of the LRWP is obviouge
It is an anti-Bolshevik position. 3By
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focusing the workers! attention wupon
the POUM as a guldepost for Leninist
action; by throwing dust into their
eyes with the imaginary self-liguid-
ation of the powerful Stalinist engine
for beheading proletarian revolution;
by contributing to the web of confucion
concerning the true nature of Stalinism
and spreading Stalino-Trotskyist fakery
of "organic unity" of Stalinism and So-
clal Democracy; by concealing the fact
that the preservation of economic,poli-
tical mdd social privileges of ths

*

:]

burocracy in the first Workers State

and the perpetuation of Stalin's uswrp-

cd powor is the mainspring of Stalir's
policy of proventing the rise of ano-
ther workers state, by giving this
policy a false angle on Spain, pictur-
ing Stalin +tail-ending French and
British dmperialism, and by velling
the zigzag method by means of which
Staldn achieves his counter-revolution-
ary results, the LRWP objectively has
been working for Stalinism and the
Spanish and international bourgcoisie.

* %

Revolutionary Workers League

The original Revolutionary Wrkers
League having issued out of the Trote—
skylst Workers Party in 1935 and under-
gone a number of preliminary splits,at
length broke up into two groups, each
contimuiing to bear the o0ld name,Revolu
tionary Workers League. One group led
by Ochler dissues a paper, the Fightirg
Worker; the other led by Stamm publish~
og Revolt.

Before and after the split Oehler
and Stamm conducted a political line
vhiich in its predominant feature was
and 1s today in substance no less
Trotskyist than the line of the LRWP,

On almost every important ques-
tion confronting the Spanish workers
the RWL not only failed to offer a
Marxist answer but very diligently co-
operated with other opportunists ¢to
maks each 1life-and-death problem per-
fectly unintellijgible. Incapable or
unwilling t0 eee that the Stalinist
political line is composed of periodi-
cally changing Leftist and Rightist
zigzags, which are simply two sides of
the same coin, the RWL centered the
attention of the workers only upon the
present Rightist one, deducing that
S5alinism is refeormism: "In Madrid the
workers could be held in check by the
right reformists (Stalinist-Socialist)"
(Supplement of the Fourth Internation-
al, Vol. 2, #9, Feb. 1937, p..4Ye

Such a distortion of the politico-
economic character of the burocratic
cancer of the Workers State could only
obscure the workers! understanding of
Stalinisms It Dblocked the view back

to the "Third Period" (1928-1934), ob-
scuring the 1lesson of the Stalinist
betrayal of the German workerse. It
obstructed the future which would in-
evitably bring a Leftist Stalinist
zigzag - unless the power of Stalinism
were broken in some important country.

Over the German lesson the RWL
drew a typical Trotskyist veil.s It
avoided showing that Stalin had car-
ried out a consciously-conceived poli-~
cy of deliberate scll-out in Germany.
The reason for the advent of Fascism
in Germany was suggested to be the re-
fusal of the Stalinists and Socialists
to unite againet Hitler in the inter-
ests of the workers:

"The Stalinists and Socialists
who refused &0 wunite in behalf of
the German wwriingclass egainst
Hitler, have united with French and
British imperialism against Hitler,
in order to defend the robber treaty
of Versailles." (Fighting Worker,
May 1, 1937,)

- This subtle Obscuring of the
truth could only produce the impres-
sion that the two hopelessly corrupt
burocracies, if they would so desire,
could serve the interests of the mass-—
es. The huge masses of Spain saw that
in the Spanish situation the Stalirigs
and the Socialists seemed to have unit-
ed.. in behalf of the Spanish masses.

Without a Leninist Party to am
them ideologically against Stalinism
and its partners in the Peoplels Front,
the workers were tied to the Peoplels
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Front Government and were hurled into
degiructione Here, too, the RWL, un-
able or wawilling ¢to recognize the
rcat state of &ffairs,gave the Spanish
workers the following does of mental

oOpiums
"Let wus wunderstand that if the
German workers had fought as the
Spariish workers are doing now, we

would be living in a different werld
today, and that the capitulation in
Germany was a result of comrbined
betrayals of Stalinism and Social
Democracye™ (The Fourth Internation-
al, Vol.2, #5, Octe. 1936, p. 1l.)

In the above statement the: decep~
tion in relation to the situation in
Spain could only serve t0 make the
trapred Spenish workers imagine that,
haprily, they were on the right tracke

If the ©Stalinists and the Socialidts
caused the workers in Germany capitu-
late to Fascism without a fight, this

was not being repeated in Spain. If
only the German workers "had fought as
the Spanish workers are doing now, we
would be living in a different world
today. "}

The RWL was eclipsing the truth
that Stalin and Social Democracy be-
tray tho proletariat by allowing Fas-
cism sometimes a peaceful entry, as in
Germany, and at other times a violent
¢ne, as in Austria and Spain.

A truly revolutionary organiztion
would make 1t clsar to0 the workers
that all reactionary forces, including
Frenen imrerialism, were interosted in
the destruction of the Spanish revclu-
tion. It was obvious that the fall of
Catalonia would be hailed by reaction
as a tremendous triumph not only for
the Spanish but for all tho imperial-
ists. It would grcatly bencfit French
imperialism which was extremely jit-
tery lest the Catalonian workers snap
the cords that tied them to the
Peorle's Front and find peorle to lead
ther upon ths road to Bolshevism.
French -imperialisi sighed with relief
when Franco captured Barcelona, and
imrmediately extended recognition to
his regime.

But @ehler, applying his line of

Teasoning and ™arxist" evaluation of
the Spanish situation turned reality
upside down, and drew fantastic pile-
tures that the wiping out of the most
industrial, most wmilitant seoction of
the Spanish proletariat would be a
blow to French imperialism! "The fall
of Catalonia would be a great blow to
French imperialism." (Fighting Worker,
February 1, 1939.)

The French imperialists,however,
never heard of this "profound" analysis
of the RWL., The French 4imperialists
did everything possible under the cir-
cumstances to help Franco deliver that
"great Vvlow to French imperialism."

The RWL , never stopped spreading
perfectly unfounded hopes which dead-
ened the workers! vigilance. Oehler
is well familiar with the situation
within the JFrench workingclass. He
knows that the toilers of France are
completely dominated by Social Democ-
racy, Jauhoux, Doriot and other rcform-
ists and Fascists, and by the Stalin-
ists who are dominant among the over-
vhelring majority of the French work-
ers who consider themselves Bolsheviks.
Yot when:Franco and the Feoplel's Front
Government were making ready to write

finis to,the tragedy in Spain, Oehler
gave the workers the following sooth-
ing ointment: "With the aid of the

French working class proletarian vic-
tory in Spain is still 108~

sible." (Fighting Worker, Feb. 1,1939.
My emphasis - G,M.)

This 4is a typical example of ir-
respongible, empty "revolutiona yt
phrases,utitérly void of any concrete
substance, flung at the workers by the
Trotskyites, Left-Trotskyites an d
other opportunists.

With a casual stroke of the pen
the RWL (Oehler) transports the read-
erg! mind from the realism of concrete
problems into the domain of fantasy.
Proletarian victory - ¢t hat \is,
a workers republic - is gtil] possible
in Srain if the French working classes
ald, says Oehler. Put Iif the French
workers are to bring proletarian vic-
tory in Spain they must break the grip
of their own betraysrs and also: the
grip of the Spanish oppottunistsl
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Rovolutionists must tell the
workers the truth no matter how black
it may be. 4nd the truth is that as
matters etand today, with Stalinism,
Social Democracy and other betrayers
in complete control of the world pré-
letariat, and with no sign of a Lenin-
ist party appearing in any country,not
only are the Spanish masses doomed,but
the French toilers themselves are in
mortal danger, And 4if the worst oo-
curs, and the proletariat remains Op—
portunist-ridden, then not only the
German, Spanish, Cgechoslovak, dbut gll
sections of the world proletariat will
be ground into dirt under the heel of
reaction.

But the problem of wresting the
workers from opportunism,particularly
from Stalinism, is 4in fact rejected
by the RWL, This organization, from
the day of its ©birth, has bYeen among
the most stubborn resisters of the
policy of fighting Stalinism as the
chief enemy within the proletariat.
"We reject such formulations as Stal-
ihism is the main danger...." (Fi ghte-
ing Worker, Jamuary 1, 1938,)

Since, however, Stalinism 1is in
amntrol of the first Workers'! State,
has stoden the traditions of October
and of the Leninist Red Army, it ox-
ercises an overwhelming influence
within the advanced section of the
proletariat, particularly during the
acute crisos of capitalism. This is
beside the fact that in material
means it has at its disposal immense
resourcese

The agents O0f Stalin in Spain
recruited the hundreds of thousands
of their victims wunder the deceptive

slogan of "Join the Party of Lenin
and Stalinl"
Lonin, the Stalinist bdurocrats

truthfully pointed out, was the man
who led the Russian masses to victory,
as was well known t0 all advanced
workorse. Stalin, the Stalinist buro-
erats lied, was "the contimuer of Len-
in's work," "the greatost disciple of

Lenin." Homes 0f the Spanish workers
throughout .Loyalist uSpain were dec-

orated with pictures 0f Len i n and
Stalin. But the RWL working in comoxt

with tho Trotekyites and others, shift-
ed the attention of the advanced worke
ers from the main encmy within their
ranks, picking out some tools of Social
Democracy who stood at the helm and were
made temporary use by the Stalinistse

"The worst enemy of tho Spanish
Revolution at the moment, the Span-
1gh Kautsky, CaballerOeseeee’ (¥The
Civil Wgr and the Imperialist Con-
flicts in Spain," The Fourth Inter-
national, Vol. 2, #8, p. 16.)

The 1leaders of the RWL did all
they could to prevent a development of
a force that would make 1t its business
to expose "The Party of Lenin and
Stalin" and wrest the bulk of the ad-
vanced workers of Spain from the Stal-
inist clutches.

The Russian acene of air-tight
terrorist rule of the burocracy was
completely dilstorteds The OSpanish
workers were told that the burocrat's
fake ocampaign of "material aid", the
blind for their opportunist line, was
& spontaneous reaction on the part of
the stifled Russian massesi

“"But the magnificent struggle of
the Spanish workers raised new hore
in the Russian workers. They recact—
ed spontancously holding factory
meetings and raising funds for
their class brothers in Spain.

"The frightened Stalinist buro-
crats put themselves at the head of
the movement to keep it from getting
out of bounds and misled it into
supporting the capitalist govern-
ment of Azana." (The Fighting Work-
or, Oct. 1, 1936.)

This purest fabrication of Stamm
and Ochler was supplemented with an
Other poisonous segment. After a few
words describing the frame-ups and ex~
ocutiong in the Soviet Union, the same
article in the Fipghting Worker assrtal:

"Thig infamous business did not
frighten the Russian workers. The
latest reports show.that money is
etill bYeing collected for the Span-
ish workers and that food and
oclothes are being sent to thems"
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Thus,by twisting the Soviet real=-
ity,Stamr and Oshler alded the Stalin-
iet hurocrats +t0 fool +the masses in

tr.d capitalist countries . with the
felry tale that some sort of Workers
Democracy still exists in the Soviet
Union. This criminal invention of
"spontancous" mectings of the workers
under the iron-and-blood rule of the

usurper Stalin, this reckless and ir-
responsible statement about the work-
ors not gzettine frightened but going
right ahead '"against™ the Stalinist
collecting monesy, food and clothes
"for the Spanish workers" was nothing
but suprort 6o the Stalinist fakery of
waterial aidl Nowhere did the RWL ex-
plain to the workers that the Stalin-

* & &k %

Fs/f UST as present-day Trotskyism

(1922—7 is a satellite of Stalinism,
80 the RWL, LRWP and similar tenden-
cles are satellites of Trotsky. In
that manner, rpolitically, they are a
part of the genoral Stalinist system.
All of them in eno wdy or andther are
sabotaging the fight agalnst Stalinism
and other opportunism, and consequent-
ly against capltalism. The RWL doludes
the workers with the story that prior
to Trotsky¥s adoption of the reaction-
ary thesis on Social Democracy in 1934,
Trotsky and his Cannons and Shachtmans
throughout the entire period of their
political aid to Stalin, were Marxists.

"The same could be sald about
the Trotskyites yesterday when they
wore Marxists." (Fourth Inter-
national, Fobruary, 1939.)

And the other Left-Trotskyltes,
the LRWP, make 1t unmistakable that
essentlally they are Trotskyites:

"The expulsion from CPSU of
Trotsky and his followers, brought
about on the initiative of Stalin,
was the occasion for a sort of
political rearmament of the Left
Oppositions In the years that fol-
lowed there came from Trotsky's pen
classical analysis of the Communist
International policies that estab-
lisned the fundamontal principles
of OUR movement with a clarity that
left 1little to be desiredi" (New

ist matcrial aid slogan was a cover
for thie Rightist zlgzage

The RWL has performed good work
for Stalinism in Spain by confusing
the workers about the situation in
Russia, by denying that Stalinism is
the main enemy within the workingclasss

And the RWL goday performs still bet-
ter work for the Stalinist burocrats
by doins 1its devilish best ta divert

the advanced workers from engaging
directly in a life-and-death struggle
of exposurs against ¢the Stalinists.
Thus, objectively,the RWL gave Stalin-
ism all the assistance it could muster
to betray the OSpanish toiling masses
to capitalist reaction.

* * % L

International Bulletin, Specilal
Issue, 1938, Resolution on Trotsky-
ites, p. 26. My emphasis - GeM.)

Trotsky's elaborate structure of
fables,myths, ambiguities, perversions
and bare treachery through which he
helped $Stalin to dellver the Chiness,
German, Spanish and other workors to-
Fagcism, forms "the fundamental prin-
ciples of our wmovement," says the LLWE.
Had the followers of the LRWP ox RuWL
end similar groups, taken the trouble
of digging up the actual facts, which
have been consciously buried by Trotslky
as well as by Stalin, they would have
looked wupon a picture altogether dif-
ferent from the one painted by Trotsky
and hig official and wunofficial
hangers-on. They would have discover-
ed, as we have, that Trotsky wasa
party to the original Stalinist rlot
to establish collective  Dburocratic
control of the Soviet Unione They
would have learned that for many years
Trotsky helped Stalin to perpetuate
the fraud that the Stalinist burocracy
was building Socialism in the Soviet
Union. They would have discovered
that Trotsky's denial of Lenin s Testa-
ment was not accidental or an isolated
"mistake”. It was but a link in Trot-
sky's chain of vicious 1lies and ca-
sciously conceived, monstrous crimes
against the toiling massese

In addition to helping Trotsky
and his Cannons to hide Trotsky?!s real



political face from the POUM and other
workers the RWL, LEWP and similar left.
Trotskyltes, assist in perpetuating an
illusion which is fatal for the world
proletariat. They preach that it is
possible to reach the masses by avoid-
ing a bittery rect, persistent can~
paign of exposure of Stalinism. This
pernicious theory was spread among the
anti-Stalinist workers, such as the
POUMiSste, preventing these workers
from realizing that this is a Stalin-
ist era withir the ranks of the toil-
ing masses. The result in Spain is
known?! Stalinism from a small body of
eight hundved to nine hundred members
ballooned to a mass trap holding near-
ly 400,000 workers, with millions in-
fluenced by Stalinism indirectly. This
has been another angle of the Left-
Trotskyitcs? objective aid to Stalin-
ism in Srpain and elsewherse.

The fake mass line of the Left-
Trotskyites is a tragic farce. 4 sfall
group can pursue only a propaganda
policy. But by stressing a mass
orientation the Left-Trotskyites aid
Trotsky and his Cannons to use this
orientation very successfully in solv-
ing the problem of keeping the workers
from making a thorough investigation
of the history of Stalinism. For an
organization of a few thousand members

and sympathizers, as the Trotskyist So-
cialist Workers Party 1s, it aprears
quite "logical' ¢to play "an indepen—
dent role in the class strugglo." Its
members do not realize that this party
is but a group as compared with the
world Stalinist wmachine, even though
in some cases the component parts of

the Stalintern may bYe of a smaller
size than the Trotskyist as was at one
time the casc in Spain and Grecces.

It is Stalinism which,by paralyz-
ing the international proletariat, has
unleashed the brutal beast of capital-
ist reactlon. Stalinism has shackled
the toiling masses of Spain and of
other countries. It is primarily
Stalinism which 1is pushking one section
of the proletariat after ancther into
the abyss. But the Left—Trotskyists

- elther intentionally, or through shecr

stupidity, laid down for the workeors
an ostrich policy. The Loft-Trotsky~
ites go on with their suicidal sabo-
tage of the struggle against Stalinism
as well as against other forms of op-
portunism. Objectively, to thc extent
of their influence, they hLave helped
to destroy the Spanish advanced work-
ers, and are preparing the ground
for a similar tragedy
in France, the Uhad’te d
States and elswwhere.

LOVESTONE'S PART IN THE

SPANISH BETEAYAL

m

ii,,‘OVESTONE employed a great rumber
==d of devices to tie the Spanish
workers politically +to Stalinism and
kinder them from finding the Marxist
undorstanding of the political prodlons
with which they were confronted. The
cruth about the previous Stalinist be-
trayals and the real motives behind
tho chanpges of the Stalinist line were
very skilfully concealed by Lovestone.

Like the Trotskyites, in thc ear-
ly scened of the Spanish tragedy Love-

stone fastened the advanced workers!
minds to the Left Soclalists,to Cabal-
lero. He instilled them with trust to-
wards Jauhaux and other agents of im-
perialism. At the same time, he,
Wolfe and other Lovestoneite lecaders
declared solemnly that there actually
existed a Bolshevik Party in Spain e
the POUM! They Xkept up this belief,
inspiring confidence in the POUM!s
policy which delivered thousands of
the best workers into the hands of the
Stalinist-Socialist-Anarchist betray-
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which led 40 the destruction
of the TIOUM itsclf. Ws rave citved
abova how lamentably opportmist the
political outlook of %he POUM was. But
tae Dovestoneites told the workers a
different story about the POULM:

ers and

"Here is the POUM, tho best re-
volutionar; party that tho OSpanlch
working class has produced .- uy
mors, the best mass rovolutionary
rarty in the entire capitul ist
worldeaoseOnly the Workers Party cof
Marxist Unification (POUM) remained
true to communist principles and
elearly rlaced the rroblem of pro-
lotarian power and program." (B. D.
Wolfe, "Civil War in Sgpain," pp.
71, 46.)

Even when the tragic ond of the
Spanish revolution finally becamc 0b-
vicus, in March 1939, Lovestonc, to
imprint deerly wupon the winds of the
workoers the illusion that the POUM was
a Leninigt organization, wrote:

"Only the PeOsUslle, imyrisoncd
on both sides, hunted,in exilo, and
underground, comes out physically
injured but morally unscathed. Only

its progrom has stood the test of
ovents, and eoven in thse midst of

their agony, increasing numbors of
the masses bsgin 10 understand this
and turn to them. Already driven
underground by the Stalinist—GePsU.-
Negrin-Azana terror even waile
they wore LOYALLY serving om the
Republican front, the P.0.U.Me 1is
best equipped t0 continue the
struggle underground against Franco
rule." (Workers Age, March 1, 1939.
My emphasis - Gilis)

Thus, even in agony, the workers
of Spain are held back from learnk.n g
that the FQUM alco, added its shara
of misguiding and confusing the prolet-
ariat. Lovestone comnletely absolve s
the TOUM politically, thus  scrooning
himgelf,

"And now every penny rmist go to
tho FeOcUsM. It oline is gailtless
of the defeat. Iy alon: afvanced
the program on which tiie utraggle
might Lhave been, and must still Dbe
wione The strugrle 1is entering a

new stage. In thie stage, the

PeOoUslMe must lead.® (Ibidt)

We have glven above somre indica-
tisns of the utter un-Marxist charact-
er of POUM positions. To show that
the POM was corpletely blind politic-
ally, it is cnough to menion that in
the face of centralization of authori-
ty carried out by the Popular Front
Goverament, the POUM told the workcrs:?
"This is the first revolution to suc-
ceed since the Russian revolution.”
(The Symnish Revodution, Feb.1¥,1937.)

Thus the leaders of the POUM were
unable to see the striking difference
botween a successful proletarian re-
volution,led by a Bolshevik party, and
a proletarian revolution beheaded be-
fore their very eyes by Stalinism, So-
cial Democracy, Anarchism and  other

khifers of the working class. But
Lovestone, Wolfe or Herberg cortainly

cannoct plead ignorance in this respect.
These people know Marx and Lenin. They
could not help secing that the POUM
was. .catén by a multitude of oprortun-

ist political ailments. The reason
for Lovestonel!s charlatanism with res-

poct to the POUM 1s not far to seek.

To prevent a comprehensive,all-inclus-

ive investijation of the genesis and
substance of Stalinism and Lovestone's

criminal, careerist roles Lovestone

and his associates, discovering that

le POUM was an extraordinary politic-

al hodgo-podge, pronounced that organ-

izaticn to be Marxist, and thus to the

extent of their influence, caused a
greater disorder in the suffocating
political atmespherc within the Span-

ish proletariat.

Throu~khout the Spanish war the in-
quiring minds of the advanced anti-
Stalinist Spanish workers sourht to
clarify themselves with respect to the

parties wholding the peoplel!s front.
These workers were sfrussling to ex-
tricdte themselves from the quagmire

of illusion and find a way towards a
Marxist 1line. Lovestone "assisted"
them with alacrity. Herc is his ideo-
logical concoction — as deadly a
mental poison as any eover fed to the
betrayod workers:

"The C.P. and the left wing of
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the S.P. must rid themselves of the
People!s Front Aillusion...... The
formation of a wunited Communist
rass party composed of the present
Comrmnist Party, left Social-Democ-
racy as well as of those anarchists
and Syndicalists who are recady to
throw overboard their o0ld reformist,
opportunist and anarcho-syndicalist
ideas and to pursue corract Commun-
ist tactics, is absolutely eseen-
tial." (Workers Age, Mar c h 28,
1936. My emphasis ~ G.M.)

Lovestonel's recipe for the Span-
igh toilers consisted of a brew of op-
portunist poisons to be swallowed in
one gulp. Not spitting out every kind
of op-ortunist filth, but pouring them
togetiher into onc pot was Lovestonels
prescriptions All this was done undor
the cover of giving the Stalinist-So-
cialist-Anarchist burocratd the kind
advice to "rid thomselves of the P.F.
illusion." As well advise a leopard
to shod his spots! Workers must real-
ize that the leaders of thesce oppor-
tunist parties are case-}ardened cri-
minals who have spent long years in
betraying the workers tarough every
political frauld conceivable. The work-
ors will never bYe able to forestall
future Jisasters unless thoy kmow the
reasons for their past and present de-
foats. And as soon as they investi-
gate the past and present they will
find a bloody trail left by theso same
Stalinist-Socialist-Anarchist betray-
ers whom Lovestone Yadvises" to shod
their "illusions", Workers must know
that the Stalinist-Socialist-Anarchist
burocrats (anl the Trotskylte-Love-
stoneite crow as well) have no illu~
sions, that their misleading of the
toilors 1is a picce of carefully-plan-~
ned and skillfully executed treachery.

Likc tkhe Trotskyites, Lovestone
di¢ not spare words to make Stalintern's
policies appear to revolve around Lit-
vinov's diplomatic checker gamse.

"The policies of the Comrmnist
Parties cverywhere are today deter-
minel by the momentary needs and
requirements of Soviet foreign
policy." (Workers Age, Auz.20,1938)
thesis

In the adoptcd at taeir

1936 Labor Day conference, Lovestone
stated that:

"!The Communist International
has abandoned Comrunist principles
by adopting the People's Front line
policy and a policy of national dé-
fense in bourgeois countries on the
basis of its false estimates of how
to defoend comrunism in the Soviet
Unioneesso'" (The People's Front Il-
lusion, p. 84. My emphasis - G.M.)

Lovestone triusg to make it aprear that
prior to the adoption of the Popular
Front line, Stalin's "Comintern" was
basically a Marxiet organizatione. Now,
however, according to Lovestone, the
Stalin gang,boecause of their erroneous
ideas on how to "defend comrunism in
the Soviet Union," has given up Comram-
ist principles. Thus, Lovestone, like
Trotsky, concoals the fact that the
C.I. has DbYecn ocounter-revolutionary
since 1922, not in order to "defend
communism in the Soviet Union," but to
safeuard  the usurping schemes of the
Stalin clique from upset by revolution
ary developments. If Lovestone told &is
entire truth about the history of the
Stalinist degeneration of the Comin-
tern, he would have to reveal his own
part as a tool of Stalin from 1625 to
1929. Hence, Lovestono, like Trotsky
spreads fairy stories about t h e
Peorle's Front line being dus to Stal-
in's foreipgn policy, Stalints dcsire
to build socialism, etc.

Exproessing their intrinsgic Stal-
inist nature in a far crasser fashion
than do the Trotskyites, the Lovestone-
ites at their Labor Day 1936 confor-
SYIC O rwmemm

", ..ets0t themselves tie task of
helping the Comintern return to
corrrunist principles. It is pos-~
sible to ackieve because the Soviet
State h1as retained its prolotarian
character, although it has brourht
about their abandonment by the oth-
er Corminist Parties, as a result
of its harborin;; the illusion that
this 1s an effective defense policy
of the Soviet Union." (The Pcorlels
Front Illusion, p. 84.)

The burocratic domination of the
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first Yorxers State, and tho roaction-
ary procoss of undernining the October
Revolution was prescnted by Lovestono
as "building Socialism."

"ho ossontial correctness of
the line of the leadorsiip of the
CPSU in building soclalism in the

Soviet Union...." (Workers A;e, May
15, 1937,)

This was an woxtremely subtloe
snare dovised to entangle tic minds of

the Spanish and other workers. Tho
victims of Lovestonel's opportu nism
were made to believe that Stalin's

vicious policy in the Soviet Union was
in the intcrest of the toilin;: masses.
The incvitable deduction froam such a
belief could be no other than tie con-
viction that if a conslidorable amuvunt
of valid prooi could be presented to
Stalin he would abuandon his People's
Front: "illusion" in Spain. Lovostonc
furnished tac acild eye-wash wita the
intent of sccurely blinding the Span~
ish workers? political vision:d

"For the very rcason that the
CpSU, which 41s a Comrmnist Party
builcdin: soclallsw, completely low~-
inatcs the Comintern, it would be
wron;: to -deny ¢the possibility of
reatorin;: the Commmnist Internation-
al to revolutionary principless...”
(workers Are, May 15, 1937.)

To koop from sight the fact that
Trotsky is a perennial Stalinist scape~
goat in the Lounding of whom Lovestone
actively gparticipated, the Lovestone
leaders foirned astonishment that tre
brunt of the Stalinist fury was lir-
ected by the  Stalinists against
Trotsky——

"Nothing is wore astonishing in
tho whole history of the Spanish

civil war than tho Jdetermination of
the Stalinists to give Trotsky
gredit for the revolutionary sec—
tion of the UQG.T. and CQNcTo, for
the armed defense of workers rihts
by th> Barcelona workers last May,
an for the policies and existonce
of the P.O.UMI" (B, D. Wolfe,"The
Civil War in Spain," p.67. My
orphasis - G.M.)

o And ineidentally, as the above
quotation indicates, the Lovestonecites
strongtioned the 1llusion that Anar-
chisi: and Syndicalism in Spain had re-

volutionary sections within thor. (4

tendency which does not hold to Len-
in's principles and a Bolsghevik prog-
ram, is not revolutionary but orpor-

tunist. And Anarchism
is antieleninist.

of all shades

The reason for TIovestonels pro-
Stalinist role is due to the fact that
Lovestonels carcer gtens from Stalin-
ism —— he 1s tied to this dreadful .op-
portunist power with "invisible"
threads. In the crime of building the
Stalinist burocratic resime Lovestorels
political history %bvears a basic re-
serblance to that of Trotsky, with
certain very important differcnces, of
courscs. One mmust kecp in mind the
digparity in the stature of these two
nmer. Trotsky, during; October, was an
outstanding revolutionist, performing
a lcading part in the overthrow of the
capitalists and 1landlords of Russia.
Lovestonc at that time was a totally
obscuro figure, ontering wpon L i 8
political career. Durinn the civil
war Trotsky found himself at the su-
it of power; and later was collabor-
ating with the most powsrful burocrats
of the Soviet Union and tho Comintern.
While Lovestone, as Stalinism had made
sone headway, becarms mersly o bribed
lackoy of Stalin as Browder or Thorez
tOdayo

Lovestons was anong tic stirrg
holders of Stalin. He 1is involved up
to his ears in the Stalinist betray-
als. 'ile he was in the C.Ps LoOve—
stona assisted St alin Bo build
up Trotsky as the main scape-oat,work-
ing loyally for S taline— and
for hinself.

The Lovestone leadership of the
American Corrmnist Farty holpod the
Stalinist ganp to poison $he British
and othor workers with confidcnecs in
tho labor agonts of British irperial-
ism, ¢the Purcells, Bromloys and
Swaloses. The Lovestone and Cannon-
Fostor pangs, on  this point working
in haroony, resented any eriticism of
the British scoundrels who werc sell-



ing out the British miners and other
toilers == "The latest and most con-
temptible attack made on Purcelles...
the British workers have confidence
in him" (Daily Worker, Sept.25, 1925).

An inside man of the Com intern,
Lovestone no doubt knew of Lenin's
Testament «—— a "gecret" known -smqyg
the 1leaders of the Russian Party, and
even to an outsider, Max Eastman.
Ceartainly Levestone read Stalin's own
admigsion of the existence of Lenin's
testament in the Inprecorr, November
19, 1927, where Stalin stated:

17,

"eseoolt 1s said that in the
'tostament! in question Lenin sug-
gested to the Party Congress that
it should deliberate on the ques-
tion of replacing Stalin and ap-
pointing another comrads in his
place as General Secretery of the
Party. THIS IS PERFECTLY TRUE."
(pe 1429 - My emphasis - G.M.)

Yot Lovestone, together with
Foster, Browder, Cannon and other
careerists, endorsed Trotsky's out-
rageous denial of +the existence of
the Testament, which enddrsement
Lovestone has never repudiated!

During the Staliniest Rightist
zigzag of 1924-1928 Lovestone gave
Stalin full support in shackling ths
Chinese masses and turning them over

to the butcher Chiang Kai-shek.

Lovestorne and his Wolfes helped
Stalin to transform Brandler, Thalheim-

er, Bukharin and other opportuniste
into scape-goats, who were labeled

"the right danger."

“Our party has pursued an ener-
getic policy in the s t r uggle
against Brandler and Thalheimer.
OQur Central Commitées gave prompt
and energetic endorsement to the
struggle of the Central Committee
of the CePeS.Us (Stalin) against
the right danger." (Jay Lovestons,
"Paies from Party Histogy," p. 16.)

Prior to his being discarded by
Stalin, which discarding occurred early
in the left zigzag in 1929, Lovestone
helped Stalin to introduce into Mmerica

the Stalinist "“theory" — of Social-

Fascism?
"There is noticeabls and rapid
fusion of socialist reformism with

the capitalist state and increasing-
ly open collaboration betwsen so-
cialist roformism and fascism in
all its forms." (Jay Lovestons, The
Cormunigt, November 1928, p. 660,

Just as Levestone was "correcting"
Stalin in the Rightist zigzag of 1934~
1939, during the Spanish betrgyal, so
had he been "correcting" Stalin during
the German Ybetrayal in the Leftist
zigzag.

As in the case of Trotsky, behind
Lovestone's policies 1lurks the dread
ef complete exposure of the real his-
tory of Stalinism. Hence Lovestone, as
Trotsky, gives his followers a mass
line, nay, an ultra-mass line. If
Cannon, who in the C,P. was interested
mainly in the trade-~union angle,, now
trade-unionizes his organization teo
the extent of 90%, then Leovestone, who
was “the Marxian trunk" of the C.P.,
goes Cannon one Dbetter and gives his
own organization a 95% turn towards
economism. Astute and sharp-witted,
Levestoneé 1s aware, of course, that a
mass line, even if conducted by sin-
cers but uninformed revolutionists,can
never change the course Stalin charts
for the international proletariat. The
path to the masses is through the ad-
vanced workers. The need of the pres-
ent ig complete political exposure of
all opportuniet tendencies,to win the
advanced proletarians, 1ideologically
and organizationally, to Marxism. A
nass line diverts the workers from
this task. Today & mass 1line is an
opportunist line, conducted by Trotsky,
Lovestone and other pseudo-Bolshevik
"anti-Stalinigts".

Destitute of the true facts in
the badly battered history of the last
eighteen years, the followers of Love-
stone do not realize that their leader
wears a political false face. Thus,
Lovestons succeeds in keeping a few
thousand advanced anti-8talinist work-
erg and, intellectuals from learning
political reality. Lovestone, without
& shadow of a doubt, hates Stalin in-
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tengely for the dirty trick of giving
the job of the gecretary of the Ameri.
can Stalinist section to Browder. But
Lovestone must swallow ais medicine
and keop mum. Like Iratsky he can
never tear himsgelf away frem the Stal-

x %

inist orbit. He muat work for Stalin.
Having a certain amount of influencs
here and abroad, Levestone has been
politically aiding Stalinism to betray
the masses to Hitler, Franco, Daladier
and other imperialistse

*

THE TASK OF THE
PRESENT PERIOD

} HE ADVANCED revolutionary workers
L\ must awaken to the dreadful situ-
ation confronting the world proletaria
and all the oppressed. Their duty is
to learn all the facts concerning Stal-
in, Trotsky, Lovestone and other "lead~
erg" of the proletariat. Their duty is
to free the workers' minds frem the
long~established falsehoods, t6 break
the workers?! blind,emotiona} attachment
to one ‘great" opportunist or another.
As things stand today, with Stalinisem
being the decieive opportunist force
within the workingclass, with the pro-
letarian vanguard torn among & numhel
of trsacherous organizations and ten-
dencies, all offering alluring promises
of victory while bringing on terridle
defeats, the triumph ef capitalist re-
action throughout the world is an ab-
solite certainty. Without smashing
all opportunism, the stopping nf bdour-
geois reaction is out of the question.
The werksers can overthrow the bourgeoi-
sie, Dbot: the "democragic!" and the
Fagcist, only by exposing all opportun-
ism. The frightful 1lesson of Spain
must be burned into the consciousness
of the workers. After Spain will come
France, the United States,other count-
ries, unless the advanced workers ars
torn away from the opportunist wvultures.

There are only two cholces left
for the revolutionary workers: either
to leave matters as they are and be
ground under the hsel of the bourgseoi-
sle, or in a resoluts manner overceome
the fear of disillusionment and break
with all the traitors to the prolet-
ariat. There are nc other choices
presented by history. The true reve-

lutionary werkers will take the secend
choice. They will find themselves to
be extremely few in numbers, and iso-
lated fror the masses, as Lenin was in
1914-1517. But they nmust find each

other and ferm a suificlently strong
group to launch a war of merciless ex-
posure of Stalinism and of all other
formg of opportunism. If Stalinism is
broken in at least one important
country, the path to the magses will
be cleared te lead them against carit-
alism. If not, the world proletariat
will continue to slide downward alorg
the Leftist and Rightist disastrous
courge carved out by the Stalinist re-
action until the entire advanced sec-
tion of the world working class is
Wiped out.

The 4immediate task is: organized
trutl againet the organized tangle of
fraud. Every enark of avallable energy
on the part ef the few rolitically
clear-sighted workers must be centered
upon: the exposure of Stalin, Trotsky,
Lovestone, Social Democrats and other
opportunists. If the %betrayers get
away with OSpain as they got away with
Germany, then new working c las s
tragedies are inevitables If they are
not unmagsked in time, then the circlwe
of capitalist reaction will be com-
pleted with the destruction of the
burocratically crippled first Workers
State. The opportunists will trang—
form the cradle of the world revolu-
tion into its grave.
and ence

Exposure - again -

EXPOSURE!



TO
THE READERS OF

IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM

Dear Friends and Comrades:

You have been receiving our bule- that have beset the international work-
tin 1IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM for some ing class since Stalin wusurped pows r
time. No doubt you are now acquainted in the Soviet Union.
with the ideas expressed there and sym-
pathize with the main aim of the maga~ In the very short time allowed us

zine, i.e., to defend the ideas of Bol- by history for this task, wec must
shevism against all 1ts enemies and its reach an over-widaning circle of poli-
psedu-Marxist "frisnds" ~ especiall y tically clear and dotermined sympath-

against the Stalinist scourge which is izers and supporters. The iaperative
burying the traditions and teachings need of the hour is tne need of a genu-
of Leninism, irna revolutiorary party. Trhe work of

carrying on and spreading IN DEFENESE
The comrades around the periodic- OF BOLSHEVISM has alrcady rocachod the
al IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM have under-  limits of the financial capacity of

taken the task of unearthing the whole our small group.

truth about the degeneration of the

Comintern and the Soviet Union, clari- We agsk you to share in the werk
fying the class-conscious, revolution-- of attempting to oxtricato the entire
ary, vanguard workers; to rally them working-class from the reactionary
in an ofrensive against the persistent wave engulfing 1it. We ask you to
and deep-going trend of pessimism, de- share in the struggle for the est ab -

moralization, confusion and defeats lishment of Socialism.
THY. LENINIST LEAGUE U.S.A.
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The Leninist League, U.S.A.,
P. 0. Box 67, Station D,

New York City

Dear Comrades:

Enclosed please find § as a contribution toward the pub-

lication of IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM.
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The Leninist League, Uy S. A,
P. 0. Box 67y Station ®
New Yoriz City

Dear Cormrades:
Enclosed please find $ for which send me IN DEFENSE
OF BOLSHEVISM for - year.




