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WILL STALIN AND TROTSKY SUCCEED?

By George Marlen

m O a politically shallow mind Stal-

in's militury action against Fin-
land is merely an eoxpansionist grab
not unlike one perpetrated by imperial-
ists. historically, the Stalin-Finn ish
war vrepresents the Dbeginning of the
armmed clash between the decaying ays-
tem of privately-owned economy extant
in tae entire capitalist world and the
decaying socialized economy of the
burocratized Workers State.

The present situation which bdbrings
to a head the deepest economic antagon-
ism withidihe present epocnh has grown

out of the following preparatory stages:

A) Tune forgation of the first Workers
State in 1 9 1 7 through the revolu-
tionary overthrow of the Russian cap-
italist state.

B) The political setifling of the
European proletariat by Social Democ-
racy in 1918-1921 with +the resultant
deliverance of the Dbourgeois States
and tne stabilization of tne capital-
ist system.

C) The Stalin--Zinoviev—Kamenev nm-

spiracy in 19¢1-1923; the formation of
the Trio-TIrotsky Bloc; the shunting of
the ©Soviet ©State wupon the rails
of opportunist degeneration and the
congcious and deliberate Stalinist-

enginesred destruction of the German
October in 1923,

D) The centralizing burocratic pow-
ep of Stalin through the elimination of
partners in the plot of burocratic us-
urpation; Trotsky's political collabo-
ration witii Stalin under the guise of

~vrfolding?

loyal opposition; the continuous con-
sciously-conceived  TDbetrayal by the
Stalinist political system (Stali n-
Trotsky-Lovestone-Left-Trotskyites) of
the workd proletariat and the uninter-
rvupted growth of Fascist reaction.

E) The scrapping of the Versailles
Treaty by werld Ilmperialism and its
substitution with the Munich poli oy
the edtablishment of the mock war in
the West serving as a cover for the mo-
bilization of the masses to attdack the
rotting Workers State.

In a large measure the . gatmi
of the Stalin-
Finnish war was facilitated by Stalin's
stiff-necked attitude with respect to
the clever bourgeois maneuver such as
mediation coffer by Roosevelt,by the
League of Nations and the appeal ef
the French bourgeoisie. Despite open-
ings available to negotiate.with the
Finnish bourgeoisie, Stalin recklessly
plungea into a war with thems The en-
tire international bourgeoisie, direct-
ly end indirectly, has seized wupon
this invasion of Finland as a pretext
to organize the Dbeginnings of a war
against the  burocratized Worker s
State. By his adventure in Finland,
Stalin gave the imperialists their
much-needed opportunity to create a
"erusade" spirit against the Soviet
Union.

Among tho primary characteristics
of the entire Stalinist political sys-
tew are deception, perversion, double-
dealing, corruption and crime cover-
ed with the mask of Bolshevism. In the
field of economy the Soviet Union un-
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der tae lawless mismanagsment of the
Stalinist burcerate dovelopod a faulty
industry, enormcusly oubstcipped in
vorwie, strangth aud efficacy by the
industry of tho capitalist world. The
inferonce is clecar. If uateers romain
as they are, witi the Russian and the
rest of tne Bolshevik-minded inter-
national proletariat in the grip of
the Stalinist system ¢f counter-revo.
lution, than tue armed contest will be
confined to the military action. Un-

dor such- conditions the victory of im-
porialism over the  Stalin-suffocated
Workers State is assured. The imper-
ative historical reguirement for the
achievoment of proletarian victory

over its class enomy, the bourgeoisie,
is the frecing of the vanguard from
the deadly clutches of the Stalinist
political systom. This can be dbrought
about only through the Leninist idso-
logical and organizational rearming of
the proletariat.

TROTSKYISM THE CIHIEF PROP OF THE

STALINIST REACTION

In an effort to perpetuute the

:ental chaos within the advanced sec—
JAon of the proletariat; the Stalihist
bugocrats Dnave Furtinered the freaud
that- Stdlin through skillful diplomat-
ic mancuver nas stopped Hitler's ad-
vance to the East and causod the Ger-
twan imperialists to come to grips with
the French and 3British imperialists.
Though in difierent words, and with
much "anti-Stalinist" declamation, the
Trotskyite leadors in essence support
the central political feature of tais
Stalinist fraud. They assure the work-
erg taat Stalin 4s in a real alliance
with Hitler, and in the West tnsre
ragés an imperiulist war as real in
character as that of 1914 1918. THe
Trotskyite lesaders,understandigg real-~
ity jJuite well,play safes. In the very
midst of their porsistent repetition
of thae ™“Second World War" deception,
the Trotskyitc leaders, with practical
judgment, prepare an avenue of retreat.
They tarow out hints about the coming
all-imperialist offensive agalnst tho
rotting Workers State, but at the same
time they contimue with their cock-and-
bull story of a real war boetwoen Hit-
ler and Cihamberlain.

But in gctuality the British and
the German imperialists are at peace
with eaca other! And few people know
it as well as Trotsky and his mentally
quick and discerning Cannons and
Schachtuans. These men, pretending ta
follow Lenin, thorouglly familiar with
Lenin's teachings, ¥now shat an imperi-
alist war is a conflict of trusts and
monopolies led by financial kings,

heads of powerful banking houses. Fin-
ance capital at war! — this is the
substance of inter-imperialist armed
contest. And this 1is precisely HNOT
the case inthe present relations am-
ong the British, French and German
bankers. The “bourgeois press on oc-
casion does blurt out some facts of
tremendous import and significance.
Wailo keeping alive the general humbug
about Britain and Germany being at war,
the New York ~Times in the November 20,
1939 issue makes the following astound-
ing revelation: ’

"....However, war or no war, the
banks of England and France; -as
well as thosa of the neutral Euro-
pean nations, have made their fin-
ancial peace with Germany, and the
Now York banks, as one banker ex.
pressed it, 'are 1left out in the
cold.t"

The Trotekyite Bed-
sh8vik-Leninists" undoubtodly read the
bourgeois pross. They perusc even the
hawaii Sentinsl, 1let alonc tho Now
York Times. But thelir standing policy
is to conceal the facts, oven though
thess facts might be inadvortantly
di sclosod by the bourgooisie itself.
In thoe 1light of tho fact that the
British banks are at poace vith the
Gorman financial louses, all tal k
about the British and German empire s
being "at war" &4 opurest bourgeois
bosh, while the story that this is a
"Second World war™ and ‘“an imperialist
war for world domination® is a Stalin-
ist-Trotskyite-Lovestoneite fraud. TLo



-3 -

British, French and German financiers
are doing business and the American
bankers are anxious to get their share
of the wundoubtedly 1lucrative deals
witan Nazi Germany.

"..sa committee of New York bank-
ers headed by Harvey D. Gibson,
caairman of the Mamuiacturers Trust
Coupany, is negotiating by cable in
an effort to reach a new agreement
waereby Germany will resuume intetmsd
payments. British, Netnherl and,
Swiss, French and Belgian banks ine
volved in the Standstill credits to
Germany ended the old agrecment on
Sept. 3, but since then have gon-
cluded new arrungements." (New York
Time§, Nov. 80, 1939. My empaasis-
G.M.

In another issue of that paper
there appears the significant infor-
mation that the Bank of England is
making loans on German collaterall

"Since the outbreak of war the
British banking creditors, although
prevented by law from dealing dir-
ectly with the enemy, have obtalned
financial relief from the Bank of
England itself by presenting their
German collateral for 1loans. The
Bank of England, unlike the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York,views this
collateral as good and %Xs willing
to grant loans, charging interest
at rates of 5 to 6 per cent." . (New
York Times, Nov. 22, 1939.)

A remarkable corroboration of the
fact that the "Allied" and German
bankers, industrialists and munition
magnates a¥e at peace can be gleamed
from a Paris dispatch:

"One of the paradoxes of war is
that the great German i ndustrial
center in the Saur Basin and the
ewually important French one in
Lorraine continue to produce arma~
ments, althougih they are easy tar-
gets for long-range guns and aerial
bambs." (New York Post, Dec.28,1939)

It is interesting that the fin-
ancial and industrial heads on both
sides of the BRhine are so clear and
positive that they are poy waerring up-

on -one another, that no effort is

made to black out the important in-

dustrial district. Were France and
Germany actuwally at war, such "negli-

gence" wculd have made these easy tar-
gots compietely oxposed to aerial

night raids, with tho enemy planes per-
foctly invisible in tho baackness of
the skg, Obviously the imporialists
know vhat they are about:

"While nightly blackouts prevail
in other parts of Germany and
Franco, in their industrial 4 is-
tricts no effort is made to cover
up tho red blaze of smelter firos
shooting up in the sky." (Ibid.)

The ©buzzing Trotskyite bmpocrats
elther pass thess tell-tale infor-
mation data in complete gilence or
distort the trus me aning of factse. The
cold-blooded reality 1s concealed by
a flurry of noisy phrases. The inter-
national bankers meanwhile coin a
handsome profit out of their finan-
cial transactions with: the “enemy."
Under such conditions the apologizing
for the conspicuous guiet on ¢ he
"Western Front" with the story that
it is rather an economic than a milit-
ary confllict 4s clearly seen as a de-
ceptive device to conceal the bankers!
reace inEurope. What sort of an e®o-
nomic war is it! In what way does
Britain strangle Germany when ¢the
British, French, Belgian and other
bankers furnish the Nazis with finan-
cial means to mest the generally dif-
ficult situation}

"warfare" which alone is
visible, is of an extremely poculiar
charactor. There is a "strange™ order
of the British Admiralty to Britiish
armed merchantmen to refrain from at-
tacking German ships and to use the
guns only for defense against submar-
ine attacke (N.Y.Times, Nov. 28,1939)
which defense is impossible after the
ship is blown up by a torpedo. There
is the -"gqueer" attitude on the part of
thoe colossal British sea power towards
the 20,000,000-dollar liner,ths Bromon,
The Breman sailing from New York
"miraculously" eluded the British Navy
as werl as the French fleet and reach-
od Murmansk safely. Tho whole world,
including the British Admiralty, knew

The sea
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that the Bremen was at Mwwmanek, av
enormous distance from Germany. But
$.6 Bremen made tiae long trip dewn the
Norwegian coust. Certainly Britaania
is still rulingz tho narrow waters bst-
ween the Britisih Isles and Scandunagia.
One would suppose that the efficient
Britisi neval patrols would Lave easily
" dotected suck a highly visitla object
as that huge vessol of over 51,000
tons, the flagship of tue German mer-
chant fleet. But no. The Bremen
again "eluded" tao DBritisii navy. It
was siguted by a Britisa submarino
witain torpedo range. But tue British
did not attack the Nazi's luxury liner.
The explanation is that +they were
“prevented" from doing so by "inter-
national.law" whicii "forbids" sinking
of ships witiout warning -— the bourg-
eois law for which tae imperia list
bourgaoisie itself, wien nocessary,
saows litile respect. These are myst-
erious ways of a "strange wur" in the
eyes @ven O some bourgsois writers:

"Hindsigi.t is sometimes nelpful
in intcrpretiyg the mysterious dip-
lomatic maneuverin: in these uncer-
tain times, but yeosterday's an-
nouncerent that a Britisi suomarine
failed to sink tie Bremen and tihe
latest announcement taat Britisa
planes roared narmlessly over Ger-
man naval bases last night do not
nelp muca in understmmding the way
this strange war is developing."
(Wew Yorxz Times, Dec. 14, 193%.)

The Bremen episode aroused wide-~
spread suspicion. It was successfully
dispelled by tae scuttling of the Graf
Spee and Colunbuse

Tae Stulinist-Trotskyite fakery
in presenting the cover-war in the
West as a~ "Second World War" must be
exposed and the actual situation must
be made clear and definite to the
workers. There is ndé feal war betwean
t o Britisk and the Germun bankers and
industrialists. The world bourgeoisie
has very skillfully arranged a mock
war in tne Wast t0 serve as a means to
confuse and blind the workdms to the
rapifily developing assault wupon the
Stalinizec Vorkers Stats. Withbut
this cloak 0: a "war aguinst ditlerism®
the iwperialists would have hardly

Jbsen able to-moeilize the proletariat.

The groatest assistance to tho imperi-

alists in this scheme has been rendor-

ed by the opportunists — not only by
the Social Democrats but especially Ly
all tnc pseudo~Bolshoviks who dread to
speak tho truti to the masses.

Before the attack upon Russian
uniolds to titanic proportions the im-
porialists must koep thelr armies
geared up, lest tho war spirit of the
soldiers bacomes worn out By inertia.
S0 tiac Genoral Staffs keep wup patrol
activity which, werec it actual war,
would have been of no strategic value
or significancoe., A distant allusin to
this method of keoping wp the war psy-
chology among the soldiers is contain-
ed ina Faris dispatci to tae New York
Times, December 7, 1932, which aftor a
refersnce to the "minor German raids,"
states:

"It is surmised now that onc pur-
pose of sucii raids is to keep the
troops 'war-minded. The oxplan—
ation is plausible, since how to
occupy men in prolonged military in-
activity presents a grave problem.
It ig all foo easy to fall into a
routine detrimental to vigor and
initiative."

In our epocia  declaration of war

does not nocessarily mean military
strugsle. Indeed, tine only war that

is nof being peosecuted today is thais

doclared "war,"

The bYourgeols correspondents con-
tinuo making slips: "Taat 'state of
war! contimues, but it can scarcely be
saild that the war has begun" (The New
York Times, Dec. 4, 1$39).

The bourgeols correspondonts ad-
mit it%s o "yuoer" war —~ tiiis " Secord
Yorld War" of tie Stalinists, Trotsky-
ites, Oochlerites,Stammites, lMienovitos
and other misloaders. Trots!wrides,
Ochdorites as well as evorybody olse,
gathor their informatiun primaril y
from thoe ©bourgeois correspondents.
The opportunist fabrications acout the
torrifying aspect of the imporialist
giants straining tholr war mackines in
tio effort to crush eac.. otier dc not
sdcm to tally with tho nows from the
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"Western Front." The only powerful
foe that the Britisa facs, reports
Harold Denny, is — boredom!

"This gueer war is now entering
its fourth month and the British
Aruy in France is face to fuce with
tiae only formidable enemy it Thas
yot encountered — bvoredom."

So wiiile the opportunists divide
and confuse thie minds of the workers
wita an "imperialist war" in the Vest,
tie bourgeoisie of all  imperialist
States, under the cover of that war,
rusies at feverisi: pace the final pre-
parations for rooting out socialize d
property in Russiua and eradicating all
thie living mewories of tae first suc-
cessful revolution against a great im-
perialist power. Taat the entire set-
up is an imperialist sciieme to fall
upon Russia one cuan observe between
the lines in tlue capitalist newspapers:

"It begins to 1look more than
ever as 1if the war will not be
fought on the Western Front, but
that sooner or later an Eastern
Front will have become a reality."
(New York Times, Dec. 3, 1939.)

There is a "tight blockade"around
the Baltic. Hitler blockades Englarnd,
and Chamberlain blockades Germany, but
despite all thiesec "blockades" militavy
supplies to Finlund flow in an ever-
widening stream —— both from "demoe~
ratic" imperialists and from the TFus-
cists and tie Nazis. A dispatch to
the New York DPost, tecember 7, 1939
from Helsinki reveals an unoifficiul
statcrent tout "@edman suoipmonts o
war materials to Finland Las not ceas—
ed." In fact, "materiul resources are
flowing to Finland, it was said in
well-informed guarters, from all over
Europe." ©Suck is tie character of the
imperialist "blockades"!

Despite Britain's "War" with so
formidable a power as Germany,"Finnish
arms contracts are being given prior-
ity treatment by Britisii producerd!
(New York Times, Deceuber 7, 1939).

Hussolini rusuod air syuadrons to
Finland, to figat iitlerXs "ally" Stal-
in. Genoral Hermam Goering's nephew

Joins the Finnish army (The N.Y.Times
Bec. 9, 1939). From Hunzary comas the
news trat Hitler serds to Finland mt
only guns hut alsv soldiosrs:? '
"Germany 1s sending beth volum-
teer c¢oldiers and anti-tank guns to
Finlaad it ves veported here tvoday
in officiul circles." (W.Y. Times,
Dec. 9, 1939.)

Through the interlinking of cir-

cunstances, the colliskéns of the
burocratized Workers State and world
bourgcoisie is temporarily zentering

in Finland. Reality exposes tie Trot-
skyite deceitful talk of Hitlor being
really allied with Stalin as well as
tne Chamborlain-Hitler-Daladier cover-
war in the West. Here the British and
the Nazis are closely cooperating ag-
ainst tho rotting proletarian State.
But what are facts to the treacherous
misleaders and betrayers of the work-
ing class! Tihte Finnish war 1is the
pivot around which all the social and
political interests of modern soc lety

will be gathering for a decigive
struggle. History may record the last
chapter of the degenerated Workers

State and a frightful victory of world
imperialism, or a resurgonce of pro-
letarian rovolution througn a Leninist
offonsive against Staliniem and all
other opportunism which stand guard
over capitalist socictye But t h e
Trotskyite burocrats hido the true im-
port of the war in Finland, just as
they distort the meaning of the "war"
in the West. Despite the British-Ger-
man bankers! peace, the Trotskyite
"Bolshevik-Leninists" insist that the
picture in the West represcnts a " Sec-
ond World War"; while the gonuine war
in Finland 1is merely doscribed as an

incident in the "war."

"Tho invasion of Finland by the
Red Army is an INCIDENT in the Sec-
ond World War which is now only in
its tentutive and initial stages of
dovelopment."  (Socialist Appeal,
Dec. 9, 1938, My capitals - G.M.)

In an effort to distort the real-
ity of tue present situwation,the Trot-
skyite leaders posc as an incidoent
what is really thae central feature.

But the monstrous pro-Stalinist
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treachery of Trotskyism, itself a
branch of the conplex Stalinist system,
is contained in the policy it lays
down for the revolutionary workors.

Fven were the Soviet Union led by
Lenin, the revolutionary workers, both
inside and outside the prolstarian
State, would have given him support
only inh genuinely proletarian dends
retic way, wiici can be no other tuun
conditional suppori, wita the workers
retaining their fullest right and duty
of crit-cism with respect to Lenin and
the other leadors of the Soviet Union.
Lenin bhimself would have been the
first one tc opposs a policy waica de-

mands frou  adherents unconditimal
‘support. Unconditional support spolls

lawless burocratism and dlind, slavish
allegiance, not class-conscious, truly
revolutionary-democratic matual Te-
lations betwecn the masses and their

leaders. Uncoxnditional support is re-
pugnant to t.e very spirit of Bolshe-
vism. Sincerc revchitionists will

never advocate mnor will they consent
to receive unconditional support. As
to conditionul support, it should be

given only 1o tried and trusted lead~

ers. To tze opportunist betrayers of
tae proletariat true  revolutionists
cive no suprort. Stalinism is the

blackest counter-revolutionary force
within the hussien and international
proletariat. In 1922, observing signs
of Stalin's disionesty, Lenin warned
that wita Stalin a coupromise is ex-
cluded even on a gorrect line. In the
18 years of its existence, Stulinism
has wrought terrific havoc and des-
truction amon; tlhie workers and has
teen consciously wading in blood and
crime. In the task of defending the
burocratized Workers State to advocate
any form of support to Stalinism is
criminal and counter-revolution«ry.
Suchh a policy of "defending" tae So-
viet Union is a steel chain waich
firmly binds the workers t0 the Soviet
burocracy and prevents the Leninist
fight against the Stalinist cancer.

Trotskyisi: is foisting upon thse
subjectively anti-Stalinist  Russian

workers the ypolicy of wnconditional
supgort to Stalin, cauouflaging it

Wity catcawords suc. as "Soviet patriot-
ism" and "defense of tie Soviet Union':

"For the Fourtii Intcrnationaliste:
in the Soviet Union Soviet patriot-
isn «— the main enemy is world im-
perialism. UNCOUDITIOLAL defense of
the Soviet Union against the capit-
alist world." (Socialist Appeal,Dec-
ember ¢, 1939, My emp.asis — G.M.)

The impgkication is clear. But one
of the caief characteristics of the
Trotskyist branck of the Stalinist pol-
iticul system is its double-faced line.
The purely pro-Stalinist chain is im~
mediately overspread with a taick layer
of anti-Stalinist venseer.

"IKRECONCILABLE struggle for
overthirow of the Stalinist TOCTa~
cy, wiich betrays the world prolet-
ariat and undermines tiis defense of
the Soviet Union." (Ibid. My empha-
sis - G.M.)

the

Every plausible-looking 1lie is
couposed of two parts, tiie kernel of
deceit and the outer sholl of truth.
Every trap zas its camouflage. Trotsky
and his gang of lieoutonants may spout
the "Heddest" anti-Stalinist phrases
and hypocritically fouam at their
moutlhis, but tneir dual political line
is in essence the rparalyzing 1line of
support to tne Stalinist burocracy.

It must be borne
Russian

in mind that the
workers under the leadership
of Lenin defeated the world bourgeoi-
sie during the civil war and imperial-
ist intervention not so much through
nilitary as theough political struggle.
The military struggle, morely a part
of the political strugzgle, is complcte-
ly subordinated to the 1latter. The
axis of a correct policy is rcvolution-
ary class-struggle, rmorciless fight
against opportunism, and not "Uncondi—
tional dofensc of the Soviet Union.™
The reactionary Stalinist burocracy
places its fight against the iuparial-
ists upon a military axis oxclusively.
Politically it oprevents the workers
from fighting tho imperialists. From
& military point of view thore can bo
absolutely no guoestion as to the trag-
ic outcome of the contest between the
Stalinized Viorkers State, impoverished,
predarinantly peasant, and tic higuly
developed, rick and powerful iuperial-
ist States. In the 1lizght of a sober
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understanding of the situation, it be-
comeg obviocus towards what dreadful
abyss the Stalinist burocracy is drag-
ging tre Russiun and  international
proleturiat. To any realistically—~
winded revolutionury worker there can-
not be a particle of douot that the
prereuisite for saviig the reunants
of October is the overtarow of the
Stalinist burocracy. If this burocrea-
cy continue to saddle the Soviet Union
and opportunism continue to lock the
arms of the international proletariat,
the victory of imperialism is assured.

It is to be hoped that the KRus-
sian workxers do mnot view wita uncon—
cern the momentous fact that the eco-
nomic foundation wuponghich the Stal-
inized ZRussian army bases itself is
different, is the direct opposite from
and is anathema to that economic foun-
dation wupon which rests the imperial-
ist army. That foundation — social-
ized property — represents one of the
most imgortant comyuests of the pro—
letarian revolution. This sociulized
property. is controlled and distorted
by a usurping, greedy, thoroughly
counter-revolutionary burocracy headed

by Stalin. The extremely difficdt
problem here is how to get rid of the
cancerous burocratic growkh on the

sick body of sociulized prorerty,with-
out killing that body. For the Rus-
sian workers to follow the "advice" of
some "Marxists" to work for the defext
of the Stalinized "Red Army" would be
facilitating the speediest reestablish-
ment of bourgeois private property.
The formula “"Revolutionary defeatism,"
corrgct in a war among States based
upon capitalist private ownersaip of
industry, would be suicidal lunacy in
a war of a OState whose form of proper-
ty represents tke basic achievement of
proletarian revolution against all
other States whose form of property
represents victorious counter-revolu~
tion. Against ultra-Leftist, counter-
revolutionary defeatism and against
Stalinism —~ this is tae only path for
tne Rusdan masses towards establish-—
ment of « healthy proletarian State,.
While advocating resistance to the im-
perialist armies, the revolutionary
workers teach and exrplain to the pro-
letariat that the sacrifices of the
Russian toilers are futile under Stal-

inism. Either through Stalinist sell-
out or imperialist vietory, or both,
the last vestiges of QOctober congwestg
will be wiped out. Only the destruc-
tion of the criminal Stalinist buroc-
racy and reestablishment of Leninism
can transform the burocratic-imperial-
ist war into a revolutionary war ag-
ainst capitalism and open a
possibitity of victory.

The first step in this direction
would be the overthrow of the Stalin-
ist gang, imnediately followed by the
prole tarian-democratic elections to a
Soviet Congress which would propose
cessation of the armed conflict in
Finland. Under such change the imperi-
alists would at once be put on the
spot and the sympathy of the masses
would lean towards Russia as in the
days of Lenin.

But Trotsky's line for the Rus-
sian workers is the very opposite. By
way of example of what he would do
were he in the Soviet Union, Trotsky
advocates to '"postpone" the overthrow
of the Stalinist burocracy until the
Workers State, undermined, mismanaged,
enfeebled and bYetrayed by Stalinism
secures "victory" over the mighty im-
perialist armies:

¥, ee.In the Soviet Union I would
try to be a good soldier, win the
sympathy of the soldiers, and fight
well, Then, at a good moment, when
victory is assured, I would say:
'"Now we must f i n i s h with the
bureaucracy.'" ("The Case of Leon
Trotsky," p. 289.)

Thus Trotsky, Wy implication, de-
ludes the workers with the false hope
that victory by the Stalin-suffocated
proletarian S t a t e over the world
bourgeoisie can be secured without a
Leninist leadership. Trotsky clearly
indicates that his program is collab-
oration with the arch-~betrayer Stalin,
Trotsky makes it explicit in his reply
to Goldman, as recorded in "Tho Case
of Leon Trotsky," page 292:

"Goldman: Then your answer is that
you are willing to collaborate with
Stalin in defending the Soviet Udm
against the capitalist enemies?

"Trotgky: Absolutely."
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Trotsky's wunderling, James P. Cun~
non, Wwita ais customary brutal cyne
cism, declures that the workers must
reject the 1ine .f the overin<ow of
the Stalinist burocracy as a prereyui.-

1te for the victory of the Russian
proletariat:

"Our motion calls for uiacondi-
tioaul dsfense of the Soviet Union

against imperialist attack  What

does taut mean? It simply means
that you defend the Soviet Union
and its nationalized property

aguinset external attacks of imperi-
alist wrmies or ageinst internal
attenpts at capitulist restoration,
witaout putting as « prior condi-
tion tae overthrow of tne Stalinist
bureaucracy. Any other king of de-
fense negates tue wihole position
under present circumstances.” (Ine
ternal Bulletin, Volume II, No. 3,
"Speecn on the Russkan Question,"

by James P. Cannon, p, 8. My omMe
phasis « G.M.)

Yet, tais is the crux of the en-
tire matter. Under Staliniet "leader-
snip" wnica politically works for
capitalisi, the final debacle is ab-
solutaly certain. Prior to tae over-
tirow of the Stalinist burecracy in
Russia tne victory of the BRussian
nasses over the world imperialists is
inpossible. Trotsky, as we see, is
fulfilling bLis promise to collaborate
with Stalin — “Absolutely"!

The monstrous feature 4n the
Trotskylist game is thoe fact that Trot-
gsky and his Bannons don't have to have
explained to taem that victory of the
kussdan workers over the imperialist ar-
r:ies can be secured only through ¢t h e
overtarow of the Stalinist bur ocracy.
They know it!

"The Russian workers, passion—
ately attachied to the Soviet Union
whiclh tasy created witn taoir flesh
and blood, and determined to defond
it against any and «ll imperiulists,
mist come to recognize that ONLY
tac overtarow of the Stalini st
burocracy can guaranteo tue defeat
of tae imperialist armies." (Social-
ist Appeul, December 30, 1838. My
Bmpi.‘ua.sis - Gcivlc)

And yot, on the other hand, Camnon ex-
cludes tlie overthrow of the Stalinist
tuctcracy as a PRIOR conditien to the
dafense -~ naturally the real defen se

— of the Soviet Uniona
Sucii is Trotskyite duplicity.
Working smootaly and, so far, gquite

effectively, the Trotskyite 1leaders
invariably employ correct formulations
to camouflage  thoir pro-Stalinist
traps. Will tho revolutionary workers
permit Stalin and Trotsky to bring an-
otier, porhaps the worst, tragedy upon
the toiling masses?

If the TRugsian workers  follovr
Trotsky's treacherous 1line they will
be drowned in a sea of tkheir own bloed,
us were the Spanisi toilers, who in-
stead of weoding out, supported Stalin-
ism. No revolutionary worker should
forget tihat in the Spanish tragedy
Trotskyism urgod "critical" support to
toe Stalin-directed Stalinist-Social-
democratic political guillotine, called
tizo Poople!s Front Govoernmentl

To support Stalin - with “eriti-
cisn" — is the fundamental conscious-
ly-devised policy Trotsky has been
pursuing since Stalin broke with him
in 19<3. Serving as a ligitning-r od
for Stalinism, Trotsky has been col-
lecting around himsoelf the best anti-
Stulinist workors, has becn attaching
t.om to tho Stalinist systom by means
of his double-faced political 1line,
dooming them %0 political dosolation
and piysical extinction. Trotsky him-
salf is forever tied to Stalinism be-
cause he participated in tho original
burocratic conspiracy of ontronching
in position of power during Lenin! s
illness. Without exposurc of Trotsky's
role in croating and kocping alive the
Stalinist monster, without the politi-
cal destruction of Trotsky +tho Lenin-
let rearming of tiie Russian and world

prolotariazg is imposaible of
aciiievemont. ,
Exposure of Trotsky! who in tho

face of Lonin's line t0 remove Stalin
took the anti-Leninist position "I am
against removing Stalin" (Lcon Trotsky,
MY LIFE, p. 486)., Exposure of Trotsky!
wio, while well informed tlat Stalin
was corrupting the party wit: buroc-
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ratism and was bribing adventurers and
careerists in the Comintern, assured
the workers that "Our party - the best

Party. It 1is the teacher of otuer
parties in the Communist International"
(Leon Trotsky at the VII Ail-Ukrunian
Party Conference). Exposure of Trot-

sky! who, instead of confirming East-

man's revelation of Lenin's Testument

#h waica Lenin spoke of the need of

removing Stalin, shielded Stalin in

the following dishonest manne ri

"Comr ade Lenin HAS NOT LEFT ARY 'WILL!

eeses ALl talk with regard to a con-

cealed or mutilated 'will' is nothing

but & DESPICAHLE LIE......There i& no

sincere worker who.wrill believe in the

picture painted by Eastman." (L. Trot-

sky, Inprecorr, Sept. 3, 1925, pp.105,

106. Mg: expiasis — G.M.)

Exposure of Trotsky - who aided
Stalin to tic the German workers to thd
Stalinist "Communist" Party by his pol-
icy "All eycs to the Communist Party"
and thus contributed to the betrayal of
the German workers to Hitler.

Exposure of Trotsky -- who pict—
ures the Chamberlain-Hitler cover-wart
in the West as s real imperialist war

among great bourgeois powers, and who,
to divort the workers! minds from lean-
ing tho whole damming trutll about the
burocratic dogeneration of the filrset
Workers State, drugs their conscious—
ness with reformist opiates such as the
Ham-and-Egg plan and the Ludlo w
Referendum.

Exposure of Trotsky —who preach-
es to the Russian workors unconditional
support to the deadly Stalinist
counter-revolution "until victory is
assured" and thus politically works
with Stalin, writing in the bdlood of
the deceived and Dbetrayed toilers of
the Soviet Union and of other count-
ries finis to what remains of the
groatest proletarian congyuests in
world's Listory.

There is no hope in the present
ora of the Stalinist conspiracy except
in the freeing of the advanced workers
from the constricting grip of the
counter-revolutionary Stalinist system
wiich includes the Trotskyist "Fourth
International® which is the political
knot of the Stalinist noose on the
neck of the Soviet Union and the inter-
national proletariat.

Dec, 30, 1839

R R O R R R

A MODEST DR\ AND
CONG

TO WALL STREET'S
RESS

"e have got t0 demand that

Congress enact our program, andr
not Roosevelt's." (Socialist Appeal,
Dec. 3G, 1939. Our empnasis -L.L)

HOW TO
"EXPROPRIATE THE SIXTY FA¢ILIES"

"Tayke that roney from the

Sixty PFamilies, and put 1t to
work. If +the Sixty Families
{ waine too much about it, leave
| them a few million apedce sO

out of caviar."
(Socialist Appeal, Dec. 30,1939.

they won't run

é Our erphasis - L.Ls)
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SHACHTMAN'S VOTE

By D-So

==
u=’ QLLQWING the recent New York
City election in whicia the Trot-
skyites participated, campaignmmg for
Max Snachtman as® first choice  can-
didate and the American Labor Party
cundidates as second choice, the re-
sults were reported in tae Socialist
Appeal:

"Shuchtman's ballots wore dis-
tributed aftor tae first caoice
votes were countod, the saco nd
choices on ais bullots going pra c-
ftically all to Salvatore Ninfo,
Amaricin Labor Party candida to,
who polled 40,0600 first choice
votos." (Sociulist Appeal, Nov.1?
1939, p. 1. My emphasis. -~ D.S.)

Unfortunately for the Trotsky-
ites, +thc Dbourgeoisie, for tueir own
information, published in The New
York Times of November 18, 1939 a
listing of the sedond choice distri b-
utions. These figures conflict with
what the, Trotskyites reported to the
workers ’who read the Appeal. The re-
port of the Appesl is un attempt to
make these workers boliove that  the
campaign of the Socialist Workers
Party was 1in matter of fact success—
ful, for did they not instruct their
followers t0 vote for the Auerican
Lubor Party candidates. The truth of
the matter is that tho workers who
voted for Shachtman simultaneou sly
gave their second choice votos to the
out-and-out ropresentatives of Ameri-
can imperialism.

One single block of 544 of
Snachtman's gecond choice votes was
cast for Cohen of the Dsmocratie
Party. Other second choice distritm-
tions of Shachtuman's ballots went to
Deering (D) 114 votes, Kecgan (D) 45,
Kinslay (D) 41, a total of 744 for
the Democrats alone, which is more
thuan twice the vote polled by Ninfo
out of Shachtman's second choice

votes. Ninfo, who according to tho
Trotskyite tally, received '"practic~
ally all," received only 307 vctos
out of the total 1879 sccond choice
votes cagt, Cohen of the Derwocratic
polling almost twice as many as Ninfo.
And Yvesides the Democratic Party-
Shachtman vote, the candidate of the
Republican-Fusion—non-Partisan tourg-
eois gang got the support of some of
Snacafmmes "Trotskyites," resceiving
57 votes. Bigg of the Indopendents
received 303 Trotskyite votes, almost
tying Ninfo, wnd others unlisted polit-
ically polled 48 votes. ZXEven the con-
cealod Stalinist OQuill reccived 135
Shachtman's votes. The declared
Stalinist, Begun, polled 5 of Shacht~
man s votes. The other A.L.P. candi-
datc, Rubinstein, polled 27 O of
Shachtman's votes.

Instead of "practically all" of
the socond choice Shachtman votes
going to Ninfo, as the Trotskyite
loadors assured their followers, the
actual tabulation shows that Ninfo re-
ceived only 16% of total second choice
Shacatman votes. Even with Rubin-
stein's, also of the A.L.P., the com-
vined seocomd-choice Trotskyite wote
fa the A.L.P. is still only 31%, far
from being Ypractically all." The
practically all of Shachtman's wvote
was given %0 tho exgent of 61% to the
undiluted repreosentatives of Wall
Street.

After giving the workers the
falfy tale about the Shaclitmen vote,
the Socialist Appeal informs its
readers that

"The final count has not yot
been completed. A full story on
the eloctions will appear in the
next issue." (Ibid.)

We laoked at tie next issuc. The
S.W.P. "grand skem" in The 3Bronx {s

(Cont'a on p. 21.)
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STAMM!S UNITY MANEUVERS

By D. S.

HE Central Committee of the

Revolutionary Workers League
(Revolt), on Sept. 16, 1939, states
in a call for unity among various spe-
cific organizations a Dbasis of one
point, i.a., a fight against imperial-
ist war. On the guestion of imperial-
ist war and the need of building a
revolutionary rparty, there is, 1t
states, fundamental agreement among
most groups and certain individuals.

That such agreement exists there
is no doubt. The political character
of such an agreement, however, Iis
yuite another matter.

A series of points of agreement
connected with the guestion of
offered which would be the
basis on which these groups and indi-
viduals would unite: that the waris
imperialist; that the workers must
trangform the imperialist war into
civil war; that no support to U.S. im-
perialism be given; that the imperial-
ist war aims be exposed and the work-
ing class aroused to opposition and
hatred of them; that a struggle ag-
ainst the imperialist p ol icy of
national unity is nocessary; that the
attacks on the standard of living of
the working class be resisted by inde-
pendent workingclass action; that the
strategy of revolutionary defeatism be
adopted; that the establighment of a
proletarian dictatorship is necessayy;
and finally, that it is necessary to
construct a new revolutionary party.

all
war is

The points in themselves seem re-
volutionary and Leninist in character.
But the historical period of 1924 has
passeds It is not sufficient to shout
from the housetops that one is opposed
to an imperialist war, that he is for
dictatorship of the proletariat and
that he will practice revolutionary
defeatism.

Before 1914 there were those who

declared themselves as being uncondi-
tionally opposed to imperialist war,
who at Basle declared that such a war
would lead to a proletarian revolution
against the imperialists which they
would support. But when that war and
that revolution became an actuality,
then they showed their true colors and
supported their bourgeoisie.

What pseudo-revolutionary organ-~
ization cannot declare itself to be in
agreement with the words about fight.
ing imperialist war which Revolt pours
out?

Stalinism, using ultra-Rightist
and ultra-Leftist 1lihes to betrgy ome
revolutionary situvation after another,
during its Leftist zigzag can
and does shout revolution much redd er
and louder than Revolt. At such ultra-
Left moments the Stalinist "revoluti an-
ism" knows no bounds. It fights the po-
lice, it damms imperialism and imperi-
alist war - it gquotes Marx's and L en-
in's speeches and writings. Its "fight"
against capitalism 4s limitless: it
creates "Soviets" in China, organizes
hunger marches in the United States,
leads putschist attacks on government
buildings in Spain,and "builds Social-
ism" in Russia. What, indeed, could
be more "revolutionary"!

And when the new Leftist Line
which Stalinism 1is now well into has
reached full bloom, the Stalinistsag-
ain will come out with wultra-Revol u-
tionary slogans and their cry "Down
With Imperialist War" which has already
been spouted by the Dimitrovs, wi 11
drown out all the Revolts.

Stalinism, turning from a Right-
ist to a new Leftist line is beginning
again to speak in terms of "abolit i on
of capitalist slavery," Up to 1939,
says Staliniam.

"evresdt was impossible, because



- 12 -

of the absence of the necessary
prereyuisites, to place the aboli-
tion of capitalist elavery on the
order of the day, now, to ths ox-
tent tiat the crisis, evoked by the

war grows deeper, this task will
face the work s with ever-
growiny acutcness." ("The War und

the Working Class of the Capitalist
Countries," by Dimitrov, Daily
Worker, November 4, 1939. My em-
phaSis - DQS.)

To revolutionary-minded Stalin-
jgt workers who read but who 4o not w-
derstand Staliniem,who do not know that
the revolution which has been rotien
ripe on the order of the day for so
many yoars nas been betrayed primarily
by Stalinism, this is & cull t0 pro-
letarian revolution. And to an unen-
lightened worker who may happen & o
tead Revolt and see also a call %o
proletarian revolution, the only dif-
ferenca will be that Dimitrov repre-
gents the Octobsr Revolution whercas
Revolt appears to be a 13t tle
"quibbler." But no matter how much
such workers desire revolution, they
will not 1learn from Dimitrov or
Revolt why all the revolutions since
1923 have been defeated, And further,
since Dimitrov has tang first success-
ful proletarien October Revolution as
g pedestal, ne is ocmsidered by mile
lions of workers to be the true revo-
lutionist and the follower of Lenin as
Dimitrov himself states it:

"The present exceptional
1y serious situafion demands of the
Communists that they do not give
way at all to repression and perse-
cution, but come forward resolutely
and courageously against the war,
against the bourgeoisie ¢f _thelr
gwn country, hat ihey act ip the
way Lenin taught, in the way taught
now by the great wise leader of the
working people, Comrade Stalin . "
(Ibid., ps 3. My empnasis - D.S.)

This is the method of all the op-
portunists in misleading tne workaers.
Stalin is pulmed off as the "gredtest
disciple of Lenin," Trotsky 1is the
wgreatest living Marxist";  Cabullero
is the "Spunish Lenin." 4And so each
opportunist concealing his own decep-

&ion, cloaks himgelf with Leninist
phrases, but all opportunists in com-
mon conceal the real Leninism of the
present period, the 1line which Lenin
was forced ¢to drop throuzghk illness —
the fight against the Stalinist conspi-
racy. This 1is the crux of the situ-
ation for the workingclass today, not
abstract loninist positions which any
oppor tunist can ropeat. The true Len-
inist line of the present day — tho
destruetion of Stalinism through +the
exposure of the criminal conspiracy
and of all its ramifications up to now
- the opportunigts bury 4in unison.
From Stalinism down %o Revolt, all the
opporfunists conceal thfls truc Leninist
line of today. Their postulation of a
"fight against imperialist war" as
their basis of "unity" is a camouflage
of the fact that by preventing the ex-
posurs and destruction of the prin-
oipke opportunist force of the present
historical epoch, Stalirism, they make
a real fight against imperiulism im-
possible. Prior to the destruction of
the whole Otalinist-led structwe of

opportunism no successful action

againet the ‘bourgeovisie can be

acocomplighed. ‘
All the opportunists will be

singing the same "Leninist" songs in a
caorus, but the real Leninism of todsy,
the exposure of the development of the
burocracy distorting the Workers State,
the consplracy of Stalin, Zinoviev,
Kamenev, and Trotsky's collaboration
with them, the exposure of the method
through which Staliniem betrays the
world revolution, will be a melody
from which they will all refrain.

As to Rovolt's call for the build-
ing of a ‘revolutidnary party, many of
the opportunists reply that they them
selves represent ¢ h e revolutionary
party, thercfore why build anotlLer ono.
Especially ®Btaliniem drums the illv-
gion into the workers! mind thet the
Commurist Party of Stalin is the party
of the Bolshoviks, of Lenin and of the
October Revolution.

Every class-conscious worker re-
mbmbers and charishes the October Re-
volution. His nope is to accorplish the
October Revolution against his own
bourgéoisie. To & ldrge section of
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the preletarian vanguard tLese "rep-
resantativos®™ of Bolgaovism are tuose
who, i: belioves wilY¥shew it tZ2 true
way out of the war., Unloss these van-
guard wrkers como to undsretana that
thase peonle who pretond to him to be
Leninists are in reuliiy strangling
the Octoter Revoiution; no revolution-
ary party can be builc.

And mors then that. The vanguard
workers must lsarn that all the pssudo-
Bolsheviks, like Revelt, who prevent
the exposure of Stualinism by glving
the workers a false picturs of 1t and
by trying s far a&s possibls to divert
their attention from it, are part and
parcel of the Stalinist system; histo-
rically speoking. As 1long as  the
workers cling to the traps set up by
the various Revolts, Stalinism will
stand and will be able to perpetuate
its treacnery.

On paper, 'rotsky, too could ac-
cept all of Revolt's proposals for
unity. But Protsky would nevertheless
contimue conceuling his own role in
tha development of the Stalinist
burocracy, ais policy of collaborating
with the Stulin gwg in hopos df re-
melding o part.of the party burocracy.
Trotsky cuannot tell of iis collabora~
tion witi Stalin at tho first Stalin-
ist C.I.Congress, the Fourth Cengress.
Withéut committing politicul suieids,
Trotsky cwnnot tell the worksrs the
truth, tahut ne wish Stalin, Zinoviev,
Kamegev and the rest of the Stalinist
cligue,conspired against, and deceived
Lenin. However, on paper, Trotsky can
accept all of Rovolt's abstract Lonin-
ist positions for fighting war As a
matter oi fact, that 1s Trotsky's
stock-in-trade. He pretonds that b
is tho Leninist, as opposed to Stalin
and Stammn,

As to bullding & new revolution-
ary party, Trotsky already has a
"Fourth International," fundamentally
standing on the same basis a8 Ravolts:
the concealing of the real nature of
the present epoch,the epocih of Stalin-
igt-Trotskylst treachery.

Revolt writes as though notiing
has occurred eince 19<2-19<3, as
though the firet Workers State nem-

9r existed had never been burocrmir .ly
distorted, Yet this 48 the decisive
question today. The beginning of the
destiuction of the capigalist soclety
in 1917 and the first step in the de-
velopment of ths n e w soclety
which has been strangled by Stalirism
ig the chief problem of tae proletwriat
tbéay To +those who soe this as the
primv gquestion facing the workingclass,
the task 4o to expldin this, firgt to
the prolstarian vanguard which has
been ensuared by the opportunists. Un-
less the workers know that Stalin,
Trotsky and the entire loadorship of
the Russian Rovolution betrayed Lenin
and his causc in thoir sabotage of the
struggio ogainst the Stalinist dogomer-
ation of the Russian Communist Party,
no revolutionary party can be built,
and. the orrortunists who %botray the
workers canndot be exposcde Revolt
wnich helps Stalin and Trotsky conceal
this chief proolem of the workingclaas
today, which figlits tooth and nail to
prevent tho workers fram even seeing
the provler  canpob create o genuine
revoiutiouary party. Revolt will con-
tinue %0 pluy tlic game of aprearing to
be Leninism, of being in opposition to
Staliniam, Trotskyism and other oppor-
ttnists, while in reality concealing
and protecting them.

Leninism today is not the abstract

Leniniet and Marxist

positions to which every
P8 eund do—Leninist can agree
on paper and in worads.

Leninism today is the car-
rying through of the Leninist
fight
cratic development of the
first
ginsered by St alin,

againset ¢the Duro-
Workers Statoe en-
Z1in o viov,

and Kamenev and joined in by

Trotskys

Any individual or group which
shuns that fight is standing, not on
Lenin's lino, but on the side of thom
fighting Leninism,
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HOW CPPOLTUNISM DISTORTS RISTORY

History offers another opportunist
unity move —— tlhie August Bloc. Chuar-
ucteristically enough, Lenin defined
the proponents of tiue August Bloc as
"liguidators" — actually their slogan
of unity meant the lijuidation of the
Bolsihevik Party and Bolshevik ideas.
Lenin mercilessly attacked and denounc-
ed the August (1912) Bloc which in
reulity was a Bloc against Lenin.
Trotsky, formally disregarding polit-
ical positions and differences, but
nevertheless adopting a distinct anti-
Leninist position, attempted to unite
into one party the Bolshevik and
various Centrist, anti-Leninist organ-
izations. The often vitriolic strugsles
of Trotsky and the August Bloc against
Lenin are now an outstunding historic-
.al event in the develomment of the
Bolshevist Party.

Under no circumstances would Len-
in unite or negotiate wita the Augw st
Bloce But as the events first of the
war and then ™ February Rovolution
moved many of tho Centrists, includ—
ing Trotsky, to the Left, they found
‘themselves stunding upon tiae political
positions or the Bolsheviks. What act-
wally occurred was taat Trotsky and
his group dropped their iformer Mensiae-
vism and Jjoined Lenin und the Bolsho-
viks. Frow all indications tlioro were
no.longor any major political dirffer-
ences Between people like Trootsky and
the Bolghoviks., Hut the outstunding
agreement betwsen them was in their
attitude towaras all the other polit-
ical parties whom bota tac Bolsheviks
and tae liczhraiontai (Trotsky's group)
condommed as counter-revolutionary.

Revolt, attempting %0 wusc tais
unity of tihic Mezhraiontsi and tho Bol-
siheviks as an eoxample in tae aistory
of the revolutionary party, coupletely
distorts und comsals the determined
strugsle wiici Lenin carried on <gainst
the "couciliaters" and' the August Bloc
ovolt describes as « justificution of
its own call for wunity the eventwil
joining of Lenin by Trotsky:

"Pais is not tho first time that
roevoluwtionigts have confronted the
provlem of unity. The Central Com-
mittes Dbelieves the oxperience of

tie past can help us today. It con
siders 3the unitvy of the Bolsgieviks
WITH Trotsky's organigation in 1317
a case in point." (Revolt, October
28, 1939. Our emphasis.)

To speak of "the unity of the Bol-
saeviks witli Trotsky's organization"
is o subtle distortion. The fact of
the matter is that thore was not a
mutual wuniting of the Bolsheviks with
Trotsky'!s organization, bat that Trot-
sky by his action, renounced his pre-
vious oprosition to Bolshevism and
joine d Lenin. What resulted from tals
“anity" wag not a now party, a differ-
ent party from that which Lenin had
previously; what resulted was an in-
groase in memvership and leadershiyp of
the Bolslevist Party, bused om Lonin's
line. Certaginly this 1is not what
Revolt proposes, since it 1s willing
to rovnite witih Ooliler from whom it
only recently split and with wiom it
s tio same differoncos it l:ad wien
that split took place. Trotsky dy his
action, stated that lie had beon incor-
roct in the struszlo against Len in,
admitted the corroctness of Lenin's
line as sgainst tiiec error of Trotsks's
provious Loft lMenshevism. The inclu-
sion of Trotsky into tiio ranks of the
Bolshoviks presupposed the endins of
his fizht afgainst Lenin and the Boishe-
viks, his political asrcemont wi %h
tiem. Had Trotsly in any senso .so-
tained sgome of Lis old “August Bl
attitude or Liis Left Centrist position
on ' revolutionary de f ea tism,
Lonin and tiie Bolsheviks would never
have admitted him into the Party. He
aad to break completoly with Lis pas ¢
oprortunist attitude towards tho oth-
or oprortunists within the Rus sian
movericnt,

Stamm offers no such tasis of
unity. Stamm and ths rest of the or-
gunizations to waom Lo offers wurity
can ull retain thoir various opportiin-
isms and this ‘does not srevent Claun
from uniting with them. On she <ouv-
rary, it farms the basis of such an
unprincijled unity. Here idsas arc ot
sifted and cledred, Wt ruidled. O ns
who 2olds tlat Russia 1is 10 lonfer a
Workors Stuge is asiel to unite with
ono “#ho bolioves it is; one who be-
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lieves tnat Trotsky c¢eused being a
Marxist in 1934 is asked to unite with
one :hd balieves he gave up Murxism in
1987. Stamm is even ready to dlscuss
unity with a group like the 3. U. P.
wkich is against proletarian dictator-
ship. This does not resembls in any
measure the acceptance of Lenin's po-
sitions by Trotsky which Revalt offers
as its case in point of unity.

Stamm cites what he calls the
"unity of the Bolsheviks with Trotsky's
organizatiion" as a cuse in point, but
Stamm completely obscures tne real
point involved. That poinv is the re-
lentless struggle of Lenin againgt
Trotsky's attempt to "unite" evoryone
into a large opportunist potpourri,and
the abandonment by Trotsky of his
false cénciliationist position und uis
Joining the Bolsileviks op the Bolghe-
yik platform.

In ordsr to cduse the reader to
slur over the comparison of the Aigust

Hloc with Stama's own call for unity.

Revolt attempts to tone down a bitter

strugzle of 14 years betwsen Trotsky

and Lonin. Trotsky's entire Menshevist

past and the struggle waged by Lenin
ara put domn merely as matter

of Trotsky's attompting to "conciliate

Bolahaevism and Menshevism." Since

RevYolt has placed 1tself in the posi-
tion of the August Bloc by attompting

to "conciliate" various forms of oppa -
tunism and liguidate the struggle ag-

aingt the opportunists,it must conceal

tho real basis of the conflict tetwoen
the "liguidators" and thc Bolshegiks——

which was unity of the "liquidators"

on an unprinciploed basis for a strug-

gle against Bolsghevism.

Stamm's Contral Committco most
cortainly '"bolieves the experience of
§ho past can holp us today." However,
it has helped itself to tho past o
the August Bloc and not to that
of Leninism.

OPPORTUNISIH PROTECTS OPPORTUNISM

Stum's History witain the labor
movement may not be a vory long one,
but with eovery step it bocomes &
blacker one« Concealing his reaction-
ary unity call with Loninist ghrases,
Rovolt exposes its own opportuniem
wien it mentions or discusses other
opportunist organizuations. It cannot
be said that Stummp does not know what
Social Democrucy is, In his refusal
to enter the Sociulist Purty with the
Trotskyites, Stwmm more than once guve
Leninist analyses of Social Democracy,
He agreed that since 1914 Sociul Democ-
racy has been a prop and defender of
the bourgeoisie. Opportunism in pro-
tecting itself und other opportunists
would like the workers to forget what
role his beon pluysd by Sociul-Democ-
ragy = during the World War, during
the October Revolution and only yestor-
day's Betrayal in Spain. 4nd many
workers have foggotten. They have for-
gotten becuuse Staliniem, 4n its ult-
ra-Left and ultra-Right zigzags had
utilized Sociéd Democracy, somoctimes
by oollabcration, esometimes as a8
scape-goat, always concealing the true

Tole of Social Democracy as an arm of

the imperialists in the proletadiam
camp., Trotsky, together with Stalin
has also distorted the roal nature of
Social Demooracy: ho supported the

Stuliniet coalition with Social Democ-

racy in Germany in 1923; in 1933 he

misled the workors into believing that

a valtod fromt boetwean the criminsl

Social Domapracy and treachorous Stal-

inism could save the Gorman prolet-
ariat; 4in Franco he proclaimed th e

need of a Stalinist-Social Democratic

governmont, i.0., of a death-trap for

the workers; the Trotskyites sproad
the lio in regard to Spain "With the

Socialist Party ready 1o struggle

(Sicl), the ficht against fascism was

anormously facilitatede..."; and final-
ly Trotsky deceived ths workers into
believing in thoe possidility of Social

Democracy breaking with the bourgeois

Gtate, In 1935 the Trotskyites joined

Social Democracy as a culmination of

thelr treachery up to that point.

Stamm Joins tho distortions and
troachorios of Stalinism and Troteky-
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iam by suddenly "foegetting" wat So-
cral Demccracy is and what its role 1s.
With one sweup he tuarows overboard
everytaing Marxism-Leninism ever said
avout Social-Domocracy and what he him-
83lf stated in rolation to the Trotsky-
ites entering Soclal Democracy. For
sowe "mysterious" reason Sacial Democ-
racy is no longor & known gpuantity to
Revolt and Stamms Tn tas event  of
war they kmow that Lewis-Green, Stalin-
ism will support the imperialist war—-

put Social Democracy? - tiey do not
knows
"Wrat stand the Soclulist Par-

ty and the Trotskyitse ana similar or-
ganizations will take when t e
country goes to war we do not Jmow.
In tzeir reaction to tho present sit-
vation they do not project the por-
spective of rovolution. They do not
advance a revolutionary policy wufor
figating U.S.imperialist war plens."
(Rovolt,Sept.16,193%. My empiagis=DS)

This is only an additional indic-
atign of how politically rotton tue
Rovolt group is. Leninisau has ostab-
lished through its oxperience wihat po—
sition Social Democrucy will take when
its bourgcoisie facos crises of war. It
adopts the same positior it has in: poace
time ~- protector of bourgsais rule.
This has bocame a principlo for Lenin-
ists vhick Starm knows woll. True Lon-
inists have no doubts abtout Social Dem-
ocracy's position. It ig only psoudo-
‘Leninists, ignoramuses,or purest fakers
wiio sprsad doubts about tiie position of
Social Democracy in time of war — oOr
PCACS.

The other opportunist force mou-
tioned by Revolt which it protects ¢3
woll as Social Democracy,is Trotskyisr
Revolt "does not know" either siat -
sition tio Trotskyrites will take Ve+
according to Revolt itself, the Trot-
skyites hold pacifist positions.

#The Trotskyite Socialist Appedl
calls for pacifist measures." (Ibic.
My ecmphasis - D.S.)

Althiough Social Domocracy  and
Trotskyisw ars cortainly not to be
dwmped into one pot, one being thoe
agont of imperialism, tho other th
protector and scapagoat of the Stalin-
ist burocracy, if ame can state tiiat a
group during peace time olds pacifist
positions, what doubt is there as to
its position in time of war. Wkat are
Revolt's Leriinisi phrases and words
but a way of concealing its non-Lenin-
ism. Revolt, by pretending it is in

ae dark as to the part Trotskyism and

Social Democracy will play in war con-
coals and distorts a fundamental Lenin
ist position — ‘“pacifists 4in peace.
chauvinists in war."

Such is tho lip-sorvice whick Re-
volt pagys to Leninism =~ and tius the
opportunists protoct one another. On

tac decisive gyestion of onels at-
titude towards opportunism, JRevolt
shows its own opportunism in all its

ngkodnegs. It rovoals itself as
a protector of opportunism and

counter-revolution.

THE REVOLUTIONARY BASIS ¥FOR UNITY

Unprincipled wunity on thé basis
of avstruct Leninist positions wiich
are 1intermingled with vory concrate
anti-Leninism 4is an instrument in the
aunds of tle opportunists to obscure
tle recal political problem facing the
workinzclass today, the problem of the
degeneration of the first Workers
Stuts. Unless tiio warkingclass draws
tue correct couclusion: from the Stal-
inist distortion of the veginnings of
a new socicty, it cannot march forward.

All tle opportunists from Staldn

to Stamm blind $the workers as to the
truth of how ¢he first proletariar
State YVecame warped into its present
Stalinist form. They all befog their
followers! minds with ‘"mass line"
econonic probloms, reformist and petty-
bourgeois slogans and programs., When
any one of thom touches on the vital
political quoestions of the dogenecratin
of the first succoessful prolotarian
revolution and the 1role of Stalin,
Trotsky and the rest of the October

loadership _ga_rticip’ating in this do-
gonsration 10y 40 s0 to distort and
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conceal their own and othor's partic-
ipation in tue crimes of Stalinisme

It is no accident that Revolt's
unity call, out of approximately seven
coiwans, devotes about five-and-a-half
tc ebstract analysis of capitalist
econcmic decay, W.P.d. strikes, cost
of living, Lewlis-Green, and mentions
now a word about the causes of the de-
generation of the first siate which
the workers ware successful in estab-
lishings It makes no analysis of the
reason for the defeats of othor sec-
tions of the proletariat. The oppor-
tunists all utilize the class struggle
on the economic front,the trade unions,
strikes, uneuployment movewents, t.0
divert tae proletariat from the polita
ical struggle for §tg emancipatione.
To the opportunists tais "mass line"
becumds tie method of concealing their
opportunism. They paralyze t.uo polit-
ical discrimination of the advanced
worker.

The opportunists mislead tae work-
ers into believing that on tiac econom-
ic field they aroc honestly attempting
t0 better the economic coenditions of
the workors. A revolutionary party
with its entire apparatus, turning to
explsurc of the agents of imperialism
and opportunism witiir the workl ng-
class, uses the economic fiseld as a
means of further exposing opporturnism
to the misled workers. But if the
orientation is not towards exposure
but toward "competition" with the op-
portunists, the worksr will continue
to follow his misleaders since they
are still revolutionists in his eyes.

Rewolt writes for backward work-
ers. Its position as well as that of
The Fighting Worker, the L. R. W, P,,
Marxist Workers League and others is
to try to go out to the broad masses
and in competition with Stalinism and
Social Democracy, Trotsgyyiem, Love-
stonjsmnism teach tho workers Marxism
and Leniniam . explain the capitalist
socioty to them. Thus the five-and-a
half colum "denunciation™ by Revolt
of the capltalist system d4n general.
But tiae workingclass, when objective
conditioms btring it to its feet, ,i n
enormous rumbors adopts the rundament-
al positions of Leninism almost over-

aqight —- not because of its backward-

ness as Revolt would have us bolicve-~
but precisely because the warkingelase
is politically maturoc. It almost inm
mediately puts on tho order of tho dsy
the overthrow of their bourgeocisis.tho
rroletarian revolution. In a revolu-
tionary crisis millions of workers
rapidly move to what in their mind rop-
resents Bolsheviems In 1 9 1 7 they
moved to truo Bolshevism in tho space
of o few months. Since 1922, however,
in moving to what they beliocve is Bol-
shovism, thoy have mistaken Stalinism
as tae Bolghevik forco.

It is only due to the hold which
opportunism has on tho proletariat
that defcut aftor defeat of proletarian
revolution is possitle. It is oppar-
tunism which when the workingclass
beginas {0 move to the Left misleads
the proletariat amd allows bourgeois
rule again., to etabilize itself. Marx-
ist and Loninist parases are used just
in order to lasso the Leninist attit-
udes whig¢h tho workers develops The
nepd 1is exposure of the betraying
nature of tho lackeys of imperialism
within the workingclass, and the
lackeys of Stalinism,and all those who
conceal or distort their couwnter-
rovelutionary character. The need is
to oxpose their roots to the werkers,
to oxpose their ueo of Leninism and
Marxism t0 conceal their crimes, not
to try Poutshout tiem in the wuse of
Marxist t¢terminology and Leninis ¢
slogans.,

Tho Amoricun bourgeois eyatem has
as yot not reached the stage where
workars are driven by the millions to
tho pogition of revolutione Such a
collapse did develop in several
Europoan countries and in China. The
revolutiorary party can be built only
on tho basis o0f knowing wlLy millions
of advanced workers in Europe and
Caina were butchered, tarown into con-
centration ocamps, and one after the
otier handed over to tae bourgeoisic.
If tie huge mass of American worlers,
as tho German,Frencik, Spanish, Chinese,
contirue to bolieve tiat Staliniem
represente tho Octobor Revolution and
thorsfore the American proletari an
revolution, it toa will meet defeat at
tae hand of the bourgeoisis. The

(continued on next page)



THE TROTSKYITES MAKE A "DISCOVERY™

By J. C. Hunter

lrﬁﬂ Trotskyites have published a
"discovery" they made recently.
Now, at 1long last, thay nave learned,
80 thay allege, the real roason for
Stalin's betrayal of the Spanish toil-
ers. It would seem that Stalin "aban-
doned" the fight against fascism in
Spain "in the early epring of this
yoar" because he was fishing for an
alliance with Hitler:

"Was it a coincidence that, as
Stalin was coming to terms with
Hitler, Stalin's hirelings were
abandoning the fight against fas-
cism in Spain? We did not then
know the facts about the secret ag-
reement with Hitler, although we
then predicted a pact between them."
(Editorial, "Why Catalonia Fell,"
Socia%ist Appeal, Oct. 31, 1939,
P 4,

The TrotskyiteShave taken up the tune
that Spain was "abandonod" by Stalin
becauge he was in the process of form-
ing an alliance with Higler.

But while Spain was in the actual
process of being betrayed - not "aban-
doned," for "abandomed" implies that
at one time Stalin really fougat ag-
ainst fascism in $Spain — the Trotsky
ites were saying that this sell-out
was caused by Stalin's desire for an

alliance with the "democratic" imperi-
.alists of France and England:

"The fact is that Stalin, seek-
ing an alliance with France and
England, sought to demonstrate his
usefulness and reliability to the
'democratic! capitalists by reliev-
ing thom of the fear of social re-
volution in Spain." (Felix Morrow,
Socialist Appeal, Feb. 4, 1939.)

At that time the Trotskyites were tell-
ing the workers that the then Rightist
dgzag of the Stalintern in Spain was
due to Stalin®s "friendship" with
France and England. Now, however,
havéng launched the story that the
present Leftist "Comintern" zigzag is
due to Stalin's ¥friendship" with Hit-
ler, the Trotskyite bmrocrats back-
track their tals and apply it to
Stalin's bvetrayal in Spain. It goes
witiaout saying that they offer no rep-
udiation of even qualification of their
original 1line on Spain. Liks the
Stalinist Turocrats, the Trotskyite
leadors take a chance on their follow-
ers bYeing afflicted with a short me-
moTy .

It must be noted that, regardless
of which "explanation" of the Troteky-
ifes we accept, the "alliance" with
France and England or the "alliance"

——

Stamm's Unity Maneuv
(Cont'd from p.l’??

American workers must be aware of
Stalinism as pretending to be the same
force which overtarew the DRussian
bourgeoisie. Thay must be warned of
the role Trotsky played in building
the Stulinist bdurocratic distortion,
otherwise, bocoming disillusioned with
Stalinism, they will turn to Troteky

who is presented by Stalin and Trotsky
and the bourgeoisie as Stalin's oppos-
ition. All the opportunists will be
betraying the October Revolution and
proletarian dictatorship, and all will
b® concealing their own and each
other's particular participating in
the betrayals of the proletariat.

e
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with Germany Stalin ocarried ocut the
game "Comintern" 1line 4in Spain, an
ultra-Right maneuver. In other words,
the "Comintern" line was actually in-
dependent of the foreign policy of
Stalin and his gang. Regardless of
whether he fished for an "alliance"
with "democratic" France and England
(Trotskyite "explanation" Number Onse)
or whether he angled for a "¥riendship"
with fascist Germany (Trotskyite "ex-
planation" Number Two),the "Comintern"
had the game 1line, a Rightist zigzag
whica involved +tricking the masse s
into supporting bourgoois-democracy.
What, then, becomes of the Trotskyite
story of the deperidence of the line of
Stalin's "Comintern" on his foreign
policy? Obyiously, the whole business
crashos to the ground. From whatever
angle wo view 4t, the new ‘"oxplan
ation," reveals the fraudulent char-
acter of tae Trotskyite story of the
dopendence of the "Comintern" line on
Stalin's foreign policy.

VWhat is ©bohind all this Trotsky-
ito twisting and +turning? Why is 4¢
that the Trotskyites in one breath
spread the yarn that Stalin sold out
the Spanish workers because of his
"friendship" witha France and England
and in the nest breath say it was boe-
cause of his "friendship" with Hitler?

The actual, fundamental fact is
that Stalin betrayed the Spanish work-
ers for neither "reason" alleged by
tne Trotskyite burocrats. S ¢t alin
nelped tne bourgeolsie crusi the Span-
ish toilers in 19361939 for the same
roason that he assisted the French
capitalists 4in this eame period, the
German in 1933, the Chinese in 1925~
1927, tae British uin 1926, the German
in 1923, To put 4t more generally,
Stalin aided the Spanisa capitalists
in 1936-193¢ for the identicdl reasori
for whicn gver sgince 1922 he has work-
ed with the international bourgeoisie
to crush the toilers all over the
world. Stalin's primary interest ie
self-protection, to preserve the power
he burocratically usurped in the first
Workers Statee S ¢t a 1 i n faces two
threats: one, the international bourg-
eolsie, and the other,the internation-
al proletariat. For this usurped pow-
er Stalin fights along two lines: one,

by means of attempted "friendship"

with the variocus imperialist camps,
and the other, by consistently maneuw-
ering to stamp out every effort by any
section of the proletariat to liberate
itself from caplitalist - and Stalinist
~ bondage. The Stalinist betrfyals in
Germany in 1923 and 1933, in England
in 1926, 4in China #n 1927 and in France
and Spain in 1936-1939 are landm arks
in Stalin's fight to preserve his per-
sonal power and the counter-revolu—
tionary burocracy on which it rests.

Trotskyism operates to prevent
the workers from understanding and de-
stroying Stalinism. Like Stalin,Trot—
sky's primary aim is self-protection.,
Duc to Trotsky's complicity in the ori-
glnal Stalinist conspiracy,his effort
to estavlish a partnership-in-crime with
thoe Stalinist Troika, Trotsky has hal
sinco 1922 the desperate need to frus-
trate any move of tho workers! part
that might lead them to a genuino un-
dorstanding of thoe whole story of Stal-
inism. Hence, Trotsky, adapting his
system of deception to each specific
situation, in recent years concocted
the stary of the dopondence of tle
"Comintern" zigzag on Stalin's foreign
policy. This makes it look as if
Stalinism's treachery is somehow a
relatively recent phenomenon. It dis-
tracts the workers attention from the
consistent line of Stalinist betrayals
going back to 1922, and so worked to
nip in the Wdd any tendency on. ‘the
wrkers! part to uncover the real ori-
gin and higstory of the Stalinist con-

spiracy. Trotsky's participation in
that conspiracy thus can remain
forever concealed.

In connection with Trotsky's

fable of the depéndence of the Stalin-
tern's zigzag on Stalin's foreign
policy, there arise soms interesting
gquestions. Trotskyism on the one hand
tells the workers that Stalin sold out
the Spanish workers for the sake of
hfs Afritudshwpl wAth: the Xrenel cand
British imperialists and,on the other
hand for his "friendship" with Hitler.
For the moment we mgy disregar 4
this glaring contradiction andcomncen~
trate onthe "explanation" that the
Spanish toilers were betrayed by Stal-
in because of his desired "friendship"
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with this or that gang of lmperialists.
The gquestioms that arise ars these:
Why 416 Stalin betray and crush the
Rugsian workers and why does he con-
timie to do so to this day? Vhy did
Stalin in 1922 in the Soviet Repubtlic
enter a path s0 counter-revolutionary
that by the time of the XII Congroess
of the Russian Commnist Party in March-
April 1923 Lonin was already preparing
to annihilate him?

"Lenin was now preparing not
only to remove Stalin from his post
of general secretary, but {o dis-
yualify him before the party as
welle On the gquestion of the mono-
poly of foreign trade, on the
national guestion, .on ..: questiom
of the regime in the party, of the
worker-peasant inspection, and of
the commission of control, he was
systematically preparing to deliver
at the Twelfth congress « crushing
blow at OStalin as personifyimg
bureaucracy, the mutual -shielding
among officials, arbitrary rule and
general rudoness." (Leon Trotsky,
"My Life," pgs. 480-1.)

Did Stalin have some foreign policy in
1922.-1923 for the sake of whica he en-
gaged in a veritable tornado of buroc-
ratic machinations almed at enslaving
the Soviet masses? Is there any con-
nection between the Stalinligt counter-
revolution in Rugsia in 1822-2823 and
its subseyuent developments throughout
the world up to the present day?

Yes, there is such a comnection,
and it is precisely +this connection
wiich Trotsky #e assiduously endeavors
to conceals

Stalin crushed the Russian, Uk-
rainian, Georgian, German, Spanish,
Chinese, French, English, Anerican,
Indian, Japanese, Italian - the entire
international proletariat —- for one
anl only reagone Stalinism originated
in a conspiracy on the part of a sec-
tion of the leaderahip of the Bue-
sian Commnist Party to entrench it-
s0lf permanently in power. To carry
out this criminal aim, tinese renegades
had to undermine all effarts of the en-
tire intornational proletariat to 1lib--
erate itself from evory sort of oppres-

sion and initiate a march toward t h e

Socialiet soclety., It was far this rea-
son, and only for this reason, that by

March 1923 Stalin had perpetrated buro-
cratic machinations so criminal and

flagrant that Lenin, observing  them,

prepared to wipe him out of politic al

existence. Not soms foreign policy,tut
a battle for personal, autocratic, per-
manent power motivated Stalin and  his
allies to enter the pathh of ¢con sciousg
counter-ravolution in 1822, a path from
which to this dgy they have never devi-
ated by =0 much as a hair,

Throughout his writings, Trotsky
reveals that he wunderstood Stalin and
his gang perfectly from the start of
the Stalinist congpiracy and that Len-
in's line against Stalin also w a s
clear to him. Writing of the period
of the XII Party Congress in 1923,
Irotsky states:

"Lenin's intentions now were
quito clear to me; by taking the
exumple of Stalints policy he want-
ed to expose to the party, aend
ruthlessly, the danger of the bu-
reaucratic transformation of the
dictatorship.” (Leon Tr ot sky,
"iy Life," p. 484.)

Staliniem was no mystery to Trotsky
from any angle; rnor was Leninism, for
that matter. Yet, in his effort to
get in with the Stalin clique and
share power with them, Trotsky opposed
Lenin's line of destroying Stalinism
and for many years gave it open and
diract support. Opposition to the re-
moval of Stalin from the post of gen-
eral secrotary, assistance to Stalin
in coneoaling Lenin's Testament and
othor anti-Stalinigt documents,palming
off of the erjminal Stalinist clique
a8 honest revolutionaries, egging on
of the workers to gupport Stalin's In.
ternational flunkeys, the Fosters,
Cachens and Thaelmanns, crushing of
any tendency in the directing of cre-~
ating 4 new international - this was
the Trotskyist 1line in the epoch of
the Stalinist conspiracy. Today, as
ever,preventing the workers from undsr-
standing tha rcal story of Stalinism,
Trotsky dangles bafore them the fairy
tale of the depeundence of the Stalin-
tern's 1line on Stalin's foreign policy.
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That the "Comintern® line, as always
sinco 1922, 1s part and parcel of
Stalir’s noed to crush the internation-
al prcpetaviat if Le 1is to proserve
hie usurped power, Trotsky consistent.
ly hides. If the workers accepy Trot-
sky's story of the "C.I." line growing
out of Stalin's fareign policy, they
naturally will ask no questions about
the earlier and more Obvious support
Trotsky gave to Stalin. Not Iknowing
of Stalin's conscicusly counter-revolu-
tionary role since 1922, Trotsky's
support to Stalin will not be secn in
its actual criminal light. The pros-
ent day 1is wlroady far removed from
the origin of tne Stalinist conspiracy
in 1922, Trotsky's story of the de-
pendence of the  "Cominfern" 1lire on
Stalinle foreign polioy will never im-
pel any worker to investigate the past
of Stalinism end of Trotskyism. Hence,
the real source OFf the "Comintern"
line in Stalin's plot to usurp power

in tho first Workers State will never
bacore Iknown +to0 the Trotskyite - amd
Staliaist — workers. And comsequent-
ly, Troutsky's participation in that
plot will likewise romain hidden.

the reasons for the
Trotskyite fabrications about the
"Comintern" 1line originating in Std -
in's foreign policy. For sclf-protec-
tion, Trotsky must concoal the total
picture of Stalinimm. Now and  then,
as in the case of tho "discovery"
about Spain, the Trotskyites get into
a fantastiec contradiction. This is
unavaidabls, for regardless of the
specific content of the deception theay
feed the workers at any moment, it is
always out of kecping with reality.
Even the bdest prevaricators must tieces-
garily bocoms involved in sclf-contra-
diction, not Ybocauss of bad menory,
tut because their fabricatlions are in-
hereéntly incapable of comnsistency.

Tiiese are

Dacember 10, 1939.

SBHACHTMAN'S VOIE

(Cont'd from p. 10)

‘not even mentioned. Need we say, sub-
sequent issues likewise "forgot" it.

What did the Trotskyites claim a
vote for the S.W.Ps would mean?

"Taousands of votes for  the
anti-war party in the elections
will mean to the war-mongers that
toere are that many people who are
supporting the most rudical and de-
termined opposition - a revolution-
ary opposition — to the war."
(Socialist Appeal, Nov. 7, 1839.)

If the Trotskyite leaders were honest,
taey would have made an objective
analysis of the vote for Scihacutman.
Sucn an analysis would have shown that

61% of the voters for Schachtman actu-
ally stood with one foot in the Wall
Strect war camp. Instead of present-
ing this reality to their followers,
the Trotskyite leaders spread the {l1-
lusion that %the voto for the S.W.P,
was a solid anti-war vote, they con-
cocted a fairy tale about "practically
"all" of Schachtman's soecond choice
ballots going to Ninfo and they falsdly
promised to make an andlysis of the
whole business.

There is but this to add: Yy
various devices the Trotskyites con-
cealed the fact that even the vote go-~
ing to the - A.L.Ps went to "labor"
agonts of Wall Strecet imperialism.

D. S,
November 1939.
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MIENOV AND JOERGER RUB ALLADIN!'S LAMP

By Arthur Burks

AREGENTLY issused leaflet marks the One must bear in mind that
debut of a new organization, the "Nearly seven million men, equipped
"Workers Party." The leaflet bears with tho most modemn machinery of war,
same comuent since it already indic- face each other in Western Europe."
atos tae nature and aims of the "new (The New York Times, Dec. 27, 183%.)
organization." Headed with an oloct-
rifying title, "STOP MASS MURDER{", it Our characterization 6f the “war"
goes on to statel as a camouflage vhich masks the drive

of all imperialism against tho bureau~
"With the 1lifting of the embargo cratized Worker's State has boen fully

on the sale of arms to the warring confirmod by the ovents in Europe.
powers, tiae Roosevelt government However, Trotskyist confusionists and

has become the maln partner in the ultra~-Left muddlcheads discovering
mass slaughter of willions of Euro- that roality belies their characteriz-
pean workers. Billions of profits ation of tho mock-war as a bona-fide
awalt the Du Ponts, Morgans, Rocke- inter-imperialist conflict have to in-
follers and all the other capital- vent the facts out of whole cloth,
ists who Toenefit from the war of Tous, the "mass slaughter of millions
England and France against Germany." of European workers."
(My emphasis - X.B.)
Thoro are other whoppers on the
After tnree months of the present leaflet, such as naming the Stalinists
"war for redivieion of the world," "Comrmnazi,®™ bat none sexceed the
Daladier listed tho Freanch losses "in flights of fancy cotained in the
Army, Navy and Air YForce to November closing headlines: "Auspices - Vorkers
30tis werse 1,434." This oeven forced Party." There is a basic historical
Daladier to comment on the strange con- differonce between a group and a party.
trast this offered to the development A group, consisting of a few dozen per-
of the World War in 1914 during the sons at the most, can be nothing else
same period of time: than a dissemlnator of political pro-
paganda among the most advanced work-

"The form of this war has sur- oers. Now, a party signifies a sizable
prised the country. Why lament it? organization which has numerical and
By December, 1914, we had 450,000 material means to0 conduct vreal mass
men killede We had lost the battle work in industry, in trade unions, fiat-
for the frontier and, although we ernal and cultural organizations, etc.,
won +the Battle of the Marne, a on a national scale, in its preparation
iorge part of our gountry was under for the conquest of power,
the heel of the invader.

"0ur total killed up to Nov. 30 The self-designation "party" by
has been 1,434," (The New York  this handful of Left-Trotskyites and
Times, Dece <3, 1939, My emphasis~  ultra-Lefts 4s an expression of its
A.B.) 'mags™ line, It thus indicatds a rej~

’ ection of the ideologico~poldit ical

As to the British casualties, the struggle against the existent oppor-
official figure of killed is 2,511, tunist organizations which is the only
with tae losses at the Western Front realistic means possible to first cleav-
totalling THKEE (3) soldiers dead! ing tho road for the building of the

(New York Post, December 26, 1939.) nuoleus for the future Marxist part
(Cont'd on bottom of p.2733



BLIND FAITH INSTEAD OF MARXIAN THINKING

iow -'

HE Trotskylst leaders have always
emphasized that critical revolu~
tionary thinking is a basic character-
istic of their organization in con-
trast to the slavish submiasion prac-
ticed in the Stalinist Comintern. In
answering the  anti-Bolghevist, Left-
Sodial Demoerat Pivert, Trotsky writes:

"In complete contradiction with
reality, Pivert dopicts the regime

in the Fourth International aa 3
regime of monolithism eaend blind
gubmission." (New Iptornatitnal,
October 1 9 3 9, ps <297. Cur
emphasise.)

Trotsky implies that tae politic-
al process in his "Fourth Internation-

al" as one of critical thinking and

MIENOV AND JOERGER RUB ALLADIN'S LAMP
(Cont!d from p. 22)

The Mienov-Jogrger "Workers Party" i-e
built on a distaortion of reality. New
distortions will constantly be added
to cover tne original one. Of course
this is fthée o0ld path to canscious and
systeuatic fakery.

Incidentally,it is amusing to nde

that the headyuarters of the new "Work-
gr'? Party" is - a Brooklyn Post Office
ox

m

-

intelligent- support to the lcaders.
Incamtiously, Trobskyls "joko" is ex-
plodsed by the Trotskyito bdurecaucrats
themselves An their intornal discus-
silons. Schachtman by a slip of tho

tongus recently revealed:

"At the plermum the majority pre-
sented for a vote the document of

Comrade Trotsky which had arrived
only « fow hours earlier. There
could not have been an opportunity

for any comrade t0 reflect on this

document. Some of them had not
even a ghance to read it. Morewvor,

it was physically impossible for
anybady to have read it in full for
tize simple reason -tkat one page of
the manuscript was accidently lost
in transit. Novertheless, read or
unread, setudied or unstudied, com-
plete or d4ncompleto, the document

was prosented for a vote and final-

ly _adopted by the majority on the
grounds, &8s one conrade expressed,
OF FAITH IN HEE CORRECTNESS OF COM-
RADE TROTSKY'S POSITION." (Internal
Bulletin, Socialist Workers Par ty,

Vol. No. 3, Nove 14, Our emphas is
and capitals.)

, This gullible a.n d uncritical
falth in the infallability of a "great-

8st living Bolshevik™ is the essence of
the tra 55{ of the Trotskyite as well
as the Stalinist worker,

A. B,

o7 December 29, 1939



THE TROTSKY SCHOOL

OF FALSIFICATION

s

SCHACETMAN AS AN "HISTORIAN"

By

AX SCHACHTMAN writes 4in the New
lInternational of January 1938:

"In 1923, when the German revo-
lution was expected, the Soviet Re-
public siood at attention 10 aid it.
The harbor of Petrograd was filled
with grain ships ready %o sall for
Stettin so that the German Soviet
Republic would not be starved out
by the Entente. Reprosontatives of
tae Comintern and the Russian Party
wore active on Gorman soll, prepar-
ing for the wuprising as bogt thoy
could under the leadership of Brand-
ler and Zinoviev." (Page 11, Wy
empaasis - v+ «, R.R.)

How much truth ie there in the story
that in 1923 the ropresopntatives of
the Comintorn and Ruseiem Comm unis?t
Party worc doing their bost do bring
tho impending German revolution to a
successful conclusian? Writing fifteen
years aftor tho events, Schachtmanpaints
a favémxbte picture of the mort of lead-
erchip the Comibtern and Russian Com-
munist Party gave the Ger-
man workerge An  investigation of
earlier writings of Schachtman and the
Trotskyites reveuls that the situation
was not gquite ws  inspiring — to the
wrkers - as Schachtman ip 1838 wvould
have als readers believe. Lot us see
what Schachtman really knows about the
German revolution of 1823.

First, Schachtman, who without
doubt read THE CASE OF LEON TROTSKY,
wiich was published in 1937, before
Schuchtman wade the statement in the
New International, knowe that Zinoviev,
Kamenev wbth Stdlin created the Trium-
virate, whicn 4n 1922 became the dir-
ecting body of the Central Committes
of the Russian Commmunist Party and of
the entire country:

man is

R.Regors

"They became, Zinoviev, Kamenev
~— with Stalin they created the so-
called "Troika," or Triumvirate,
which was the directinb HBedy of the
Central Committee of the Party and
of the country during the peri od
from the end of 1922 to 1925." (L.
Trotsky,"The Case of Loon Trotsky,"
jo3) 77.)

Stalln, & burocratic conniver,
reprosented to Lenin the Dburocratic
undermining of the prolotarian dictat-
orsaip, and Loniwm planned to annihil-

ate Stalin to presarve the proletarian

dictatorship. Schachtman as editor of
Trotsky's works is surcly familiar with
the faot,

Schachtman also knows that Stalin
Was transfertring his treacherous motlods
to thd Communist Intornatiohal, Schacht~
woll acquaanted with Stalin's
letter to his honchmen Zinoviev, Bukh—
arin, for he himsolf quotes it in Lis
woik "Ten Years of the Lef ¢t
Opposition.™

"Should the Communists (at the
given stage) strive to soize power
without ¢tho >eocial democrats, are
thoy mature snough for that? that,
in op opinion ig the question. When
we sciged powor, wo had in Russia
such reserves as (a) peace, (b) the
land to the peasante, (c) the sup-
port of the great majority of the
working class, (d) .tho sympathy of
the peasantry. Tue German Commn-
lets at this moment have notiing of
tho sort. Of course, they have tlo
Soviet nation as their neighbor
which we did not have, but what can
we offer thon at the prosont moront?
(my emphasis - R.R.) Of coursc the
fascists are not aslcep dbut it is
10 our dnterest that thoy attack
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first; that will rally the entire
working class around the Comrmunists
eeeeeln my Opinion the Germans must
be curbed and pot spurred on."
(Muphasis in the Original. Quo ted
by Max Schachtwen in "Ten Years of
the Left Opposition," p. 20, and by
Leon Trotsky, "The Third Inter-
national After Lenin,ll p. 322.)

It must be pointed out here that
Schachtman wrote his Ten Years in 1833,
long before he wrote the article in
the New International in Juanuary 1938,

Trotsky knew far back in 1923, in
advance, that the leadership of the
German Comrmunist Party was a pack of
putrid flunkeys and that the German
revolution was doomed to fallure. And
Schachtman certainly knew it when he
wrote "Ten Years of the Left Opposi-
tion," for he quotes Troteky in that
works

"Coucade Trotaky Dbefore leaving
the session of the Central Cemmit-
tee (Soptember 1923 Plermum), made a
speecr which profoundly disturbed
all the members of the Central Com-
mittee and in which he alleged that
the leadership of the German Com-
manist Party was worthless and that
the Central Committee of the German
Communist Party was permeated with
fatalish, sleepy-hocadedness, etc.
Comrade Trotsky thon declared that
the German revolution was doomed to
failure." (Max Schiachtman, "Ten
Yoears of the Left Opposition," p.20.
Also quoted by Trotsky in "The Third
International After Lenin," p. 94.
My empiasis - R.R.)

As to the "leadership of the "Com~-
intorn," let Schaciatman speaky

"The policy pursued by the party
leaders in Germany was not peculiar
to Brandler and Taalleimer, It was
derived from the lesadersihip of the
Conrmnist International and the
Russian Commmuniet Party....... (il.
Schachtmen, "Ten Years of the L.{ ¥
P 190)

In so far as Schachtman's state-
ment that "The harbor of Petrograd was
filled witi grain ships ready to sail

for Stattin so that the German Soviet
Republic would not be starved out by
the Entente" is concerned, the fact is
that grair was sold by the Stalinist
government to the German bourgeoig
government which was bankrupt politic-
ally and economically. This grain was
part of the regular grain shipment
from Russia to Germany which took plecs
to a vast extent in 1923:

"Germany, as is known, is the
largest purchaser of our rye. The
commercial representatives of the
UeSeSeRe in Berlin sold in 1923
over geventy million poods of grain,
& considerable part of it having
been bought at tho instruction of
the German Government." (Report of
Torgpred of U.S.S Ry in Germany,
Stomoniakov, Pravda, Jan. 3, 1924.)

Whother or not Schachtman 1is
aware of this specific point we do not
know, though as an "historian" he pre-
tends to enlighten the workers. But
there is no doudbt that Trotsky, a stu-
dent of the oconomic institutions of
the Soviet Republic in 1923, 1is en-
tirely aware of it. [Nevertheless,
Troteky acquiescing in the Schachtman-
ite whitewashing of the Stalinist
treactory of 1923, lets the distor-
tions of his American flunkoy stand to
bocloud the mind of the workerse.

To sum up: from the documentary
evidence produced by Schachtman and
Trotsky themselves we see that Schacht-
man in 1938 Xnoew the following facts:
that Zinoviev, Kamenev and Stalin were
at tae head of the burocratized party,
the Soviet Union and the Comintem;
that Lonin propared far a struggle to
reniovo and ahnihilate Stalin and his
tendency and save the proletariat from
the frightful degeneration of the
firat Workers State, and t0 advance
the international revolution; that the
Trio, Stalin, Zinoviev and Kamenev
were transforring thelr treachorous
methods from the Soviet Union to the
international arena, in this instance
to Germany, to prevent the extengion
of the rovolution and to preserve for
themselves the burocratic hegemony in
the Soviet Union; that the German
leadérship was worthless, was dragging
the rewo lution to destrwetion; an 4
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that the disastrous policies pursued
by the leaders in Germany were derived
from the leadership of the Russian
Comrmunist Party whichh burocratically
dominated the Comummnist International.

WHY SCHACHTMAN DISTORTS EISTORY

The gquestion naturally arises
Why dees Schacntman distort the facts
about the German Revolution of 19237
Schachtman knows much more than it
would seer on the surface. He unguesté
ionably knows eof tho infamous role
played by Trotsky in the revolution of
1923. He knows that only a fow wecks
after making the speech within the
four walls of the Stalinist Plemum of
Septemver 1923, whers ho attacked tho
Geruwan leadership, Trotsky,addressing
a meoting of. the metal workers of the
Moscow District, and Xknowing that the
Germwn revolution was doomed to fail-
ure, painted an entirely different
picture, supporting the OUtalin gang
and their stooges in Germany -

"The gqueostion is! this party is
still young. Will she find in her-
self thec will to effact 4 revolu-~
tion, and will she be able to do so?
In this reppect circumstances favor
the working class of Germany. Taey
arg ready for the struggle, and in
order to act they must know taudt ot
tacir head stande u party READY TO
LEAD THEW FROM , STRUGGLE TO
STRUGGLE AND TO FINAL VICTORY."(Iz-
vestia, Oct. 21, 1923, also in the
Worker, U.S.A., Dec. 1, 1923. My
CapSe- RQR.)

Schachtman has full knowledgo of al
these facts. Therein arisos tie Trot-
skylte s need to muko it look as some-
Qow the Stalinist leadership in 1923
made honest proparatioms for tas vict-
ory of the German Hovolution in 1923,
By shielding Trotsky 5he also shiclds
Stalin and concouls the truth about the
Staliniet degeneration of the Soviet
Union and the Communist International.

Trotskyism operates in a complex
Way. Onutie one hand, Trotsky and his
hencahmen raised a great rackot against
Stalinism waidi for the most part con-
gisted of palming off tie Stalin gang
as honest though mistaken revolution-
arles. This Mattack" on Staliniem,

false to the core because it conceals
the conscious counter-revolution of
which Stalinism has glways consisted,
since 1ts origin in 1921-1922,makes it
geem that Trotsky is fighting Stalin-
ism tooth and nail. In the course of
this deceptive "attack", Trotskyiem
lpt slip many damaging facts about
Stalinism. We have presentcd above a
few in connection with the Gorman Rev-
olution of 1923. All of this sorves
Trotsky as a fa¥fse front of "anti-
Staliriem."

On the other hand, since Trotsky
is part and wparcel of the Stalinist
degeneration by virtue of his direct
participation in the original Stalinist
conspiracy, Trotskyism acts to white~
wash the early stages of Stalinism as
much as posgible. This accounts for
Schacatman's fraudulent description of
the 1923 affair in Germany which we
have quotea from the New Interngtional
of 1¢38. Naturally, this tactic has
tQ be sulted to the specific situation,
Wifta respoct to tho jmmeddate proesent,
it would t¥nifestly impossible f or
Trotskyism to give open and 4 ir ec.t
gupport to S talinism In
regard to the present, Trotskyism has
to assisf Stalinism in an “indirect,"
"eritical" fashion. But the past of-
fors many opportunities for tne Trot—
skyite burocrats to throw in a boa s t
horo and thore for Stalinism. If the
1923 situstion in Germany is béing dedt
with, naturally the Trotskyite leaders
can with reasonable safety add anothor
layer of white-wagsh on the Stalini st
Yetrayal of the masses.

Such support to Stalinism's
earlior phases is all the morc profit——
able to Trotsky because the furth er
ono gos back to the origin of the
Stalinist comspiracy in 1921-29 tho
more open and direct 4s Troteky 's
participation in 1t found to be. In
October 1923, for example, when t h e
German events occurred, Trotsky was
working drroctly 4in cahoots with the
Stalin clique. If the Trotskyites can
take it appear that not even Stalin
and hie gang were guilty of deliber —
ate crime, why naturally Trotsly, their
ally, s perfectly safe. It 1s for
these reasons that Trotsky's fluhkey,
Schachtman, whitewashes tho treachery
of the Stalin gang in Germany in 1923. .

e ——



