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THE ITALIAN GRISIS
A¥D THE
TROTSKYITE LINE

HREATENED with collapse by its in-
ternal rottenness after two dé=
cades of bloody rule, the Italian Fas~
cist regime has taken some rapid and
drastic steps to bolster the capitale
ist system in Italy. Whisked aside
from.on toply the Italian imperialists
whose mere office-boy he was,Mussolini
has given way to another Mussolini
named Badoglio. 4 Pascist "house~
cleaning" from within is being present
ed to the masses by the capitalists as
a new day of happiness.

Despite the fraudulence and dema-
gogy of this maneuver, the result has
been & certain loosening of the situa-
tion for the Italian masses. An op-
portunity has arisen for the masses of
Italy to surge to the forefront in a
struggle against their oppressors, The
strikes and demonstrations, many of
which the Badoglio gang was powerless
for the moment to prevent or stop,
show clearly that the foundation of
capitalist rule in Italy bas at least
developed some cracks which may be
widened by the masses till the whole
structure of bourgeois oppression top-
ples to the ground.

A Socialist Republic of democrati-
cally-elected toilers! Soviets is the
only real salvation for the Italian
masses,the only escape from the misery
and torment which they have suffered
and are suffering wunder the rule of
the capitalists. The knowledge of
this, however, while necessary, is far
from sufficient for a fulfillment of
the revolutionary needs of the masses,
In the concrete achievement of the
socialist goal, the problem boils down
in the main to the question of the
political parties within the working
class, their character, program and
policies, All talk of a socialist
revolution which does not have as 1its
kernel the nature of the political ten-
dencies within the working class is
Just so much empty, abstract chatter,
It is only through a Marxist party that
the masses can achieve their libera-

tion, and conversely, every revelution
and every revolutionary situation has
been either misled or deliberately be=~
trayed by non-Marxist, opportunist po-
litical parties,

Within the working class not only
of Italy, but of the entire world, the
chief opportunist disease is the Stal-
iniat system. This structure of rene-
gacy and corruption palms itself off
as the inheritor of the great October
Revolution and as the builder of a So-
cialist society in the Soviet Union.
Stalinism fears and consciously pre-
vents proletarian revolution and So-
cialism, for no matter where the 1ib-
erating process may begin it represents
the greatest single danger to the rul-
ing dburocratic easte in the Soviet U=
nion, that huge edifice of oppression,
robbery .and deception which was foist-
ed on the Soviet masses by the degene-
rated leaders.

Why 1is Stalinism the main danger
within the working class? Because,
masquerading in the usurped glory and
traditions of Bolshevism,because, pre=
tending to speak as the authoritative
inheritor of the October Revolution,
Stalinism attracts the most militant
sections of the masses. In every revo-
lutionary crisis since the degenera~-
tion of the Comintern, the vanguard
gections of the working class fell in-
to the ¢trap of Stalinism, The mili-
tant vanguard is the key to the whole
mass of toilers, and Stalinism which
is able to seige this key exercises
the function of the c¢hief betrayer.
When the bourgeoisie, or the Social
Democrats, the Anarchists or other op-
portunist tendencies lose their hold
on the masses by virtue of a sharp
leftward sweep, the Stalinists, dis-
guised as "Commnists," grow to their
greatest power and influence within
the working class. Millions of work-
ers, disgusted with the 1liberals,
Social Democrats or Anarchists, are

swept into the clutohes of Stalinism
which they mistake for the old Bolshe-



vik tendency, The most vivid illus-
tration in recent years is that of
Spain where from 1931 to 1936, the
Staelinists, thriving on the growing
revolutionary crisis, swelled from a
handful to a tremendous party with mil-
lions of followers throughout the cowmn~
try. Indeed, the line followed in the
Spanish Civil War by the whole body of
the toiling masses, namely the ultra-
rightist Popular Front which betrayed
them to Spanish capitalism, was laid
- down by Stalinism, officially at the
~ 7th "Comintern" Congress in 1935,

Stalinism in Italy has been only
dormant, not dead. It lies in wait
like a hungry beast, and at the first
major leftward swing of the masses
which takes an organized form, it will
leap up in full strength. From the
very day Mussolini was removed, the re-
ports came in of "Communists" being in
the forefront in the strikes and mass
demonstrations, This no doubt includes
both honest rank-and-file workers who
cluster around the Stalimist movement
and the treacherous burocrats who are
coming out into the open to take the
lead, If the situation develops to a
point of great growth of the leftward
sweep, there is not a shadow of a
doubt that Stalin will send in some of
his more important flunkeys now "in
cold storage” in Moscow, A carload or
two of Ercolis posing as "0ld Bolshe-
vik exiles" will return in triumph to
Italy — with Stalin's treacherous in-
structions learned by heart to be car-
ried out unswervingly., These swin-
dlers will put themselves at the head
of the so-called Italian "Communist!
Party; they will prate about the "many
years underground struggle," and will
claim and win the following of the key
sections of the Italian workers, Stal-
inism has not been exposed to the Itel-
ian workers; its counter-revolutionary
nature is not known to them: there
has never been a Marxist tendency in
Italy which could perform the function
of combatting Stalinism, If Stalinism
is not exposed and destroyed,the Italw
ian masses will be 1led to another
bloody defeat. The path may be that
of China or Germany or Spain or France
whatever the specific form, the betray-
al and crushing of the Italian masseg,
however great the leftward sweep may

become,is assured unless the influence
of Staliniam is wiped out by the growth
of a genuine Marxist current,

* » »

HERE are those who assert that

they represent a Marxist ten-

dency which combats the influence of
Stalinism, The claims of such peopls
must be investigated with the utmost -
care, and precisely by the anti-Stal -
inist class-conscious workers, First
and foremost, the Trotsky movemsnt
must be submitted to the closest scrut-
iny for this tendency has come down in
history wunder the claim of being the
anti-~Stalinist, revolutionary movement.

Though the Italian crisis is stil
new and the Trotsky leaders have not
had an opportunity to unfold their
line,one sinister note of a character-
istic type has already appeared in the
Trotsky press, This takes the form of
playing down the danger of Stalinlsm
in Italy. In a speech, "The Beginning
of the Italian Revolution," G, Breite
man, editor of The Miljtant, declareds

#I don't want to underestimate
the menace of Stalinism, which is
more than ready to repeat the role
it played in Spain, but I don't
think the Stalinists will get the
game chance fo repeat it. Stalin
has dissolved the Communist Inter-
national and said there is no long-
er any need for a revolutionary ine-
ternational., But the masses haven!t
forgotten either the tune or the
words of The Internationale, and we
can agsume they haven't forgotten

the meaning either." (The M_J'_-L_L@b

August 7,1943, p. 4. Our emphasi
The Trotskyite leaders are neither
naive nor idiotic. They know very well
that the 1Italian masses are full of
the wildest bourgeois-democratic illu-
sions which play directly into the
hands of the present Stalinist ultra-
rightist 1line in Italy. The Trotsky-
ite leaders know that Stalin's "disso~
lution® of the C.I. is & fraud; the
Trotsky press has stated so itself and
has shown that Stalin has his interna-

tional apparatus of flunkeys intact
and ready to be shipped to any crucial



spot at a moment!s notice. 4s for The
Internationale, even this revolution-
ary song has been made use of by Stal-
inism for two decades, and it was neve
er sung so lustily as, for example,
during the "Third Period" when Stalin
vas preparing the betrayal of the Ger
man workers to Hitler and during the
betrayal of the ©Spanish revolution,
Years of Fascist stifling, years of
Stalinist, Social Democratic and bour-
geois-liberal poison have not given
the Italian masses political clarity.
The Trotskyites'! minimizing the danger
of Stalinism in Italy is grist to the
Stalinist mill,

This minimiging of the Stalinist
danger is by no means the first ine
stance in the history of the Trotsky
movement, In Spain, for example, after
the Stalinist Party had already mush-

roomed to a gigantic force,the Trotsky

leaders, & few months after the oute
break of the civil war, assured the
workers that the lessons of the be=
trayal of the German proletariat had
entered the consciousness of the Spam-
ish toilers:

"Portunately for the world proleter
iat, Stalinism in Spain does not
command the forces it held in leash
in Germany -~ and precisely because
the lessons of Germany have entered
the consciousness of the Spanish

proletariat."  (Socialist 4ppeal,
October 1, 1936)

This statement was completely the op-
posite of the truth, The Spanish toil-
ers had not learned the least particle
of the lessons of the (erman betrayal,

Stalinism was the dominating force in .

Spain. Stalinism laid down the line
for the whole of the Spanish toilers,
the ultre~rightist =zigzag of Popular
Frontism, Stalinism was the chief
trap into which the Spanish toilers
fell and the main betraying force in
the renks of the Spanish proletariat,
To the extent of their influence the
Trotsky leaders were blinding the work~
ers to an epoch-making betrayal which
was imminent,

The Stalinist system today is in
an ultra-rightist szigzag. In Italy
the S¢alinists, according to the re=-

ports,have formed & so-called "Nation-
al Front" composed of the "Communist,"
the Social-Democratic, the Libeml,
the Christian-Democratic and the Ac-
tion Parties, This hodgepodge of po-
litical demagogues is howling for a
"democratic regime," The kind of
f"democratic regime" envisaged by this
"National Front" is well brought out
by the fact that two of the parties,
the Liberal and Christian-Democratic,
are described by the Stalinists them-
gelves as "at present, the most ex-
treme right-wing parties." (Daily
Yorier, July 31, 1943) In a word, the
Stalinists are playing a second edi-.
tion of the ultra-rightist game of
¥Popular Front," with a view to tying
the masses to some kind of bourgeols-
democratic regime which will betray

‘them to some Itallan military gang,and

of courgse, to the 4internmational im=
perialista, the German to the north
and the Anglo-American to the south,
The Stalinist burocrats will begin to
shout about "democracy-versus-fascism!
or some such demagogic slogan, using
this deception to conceal the fact
that the bourgeois-democratic regime
secretly operates hand in glove with
the Fascists and international imperi-
alists.

The Spanish Civil War is an excele
lent example of how this Stalinist ul=
tra-rightist line functions., Under
the cover of the slogan "democracy-
versus~-fascism,"the Spanish bourgeois~
democratic regime "Popular Front'
government) dbrought the Fascists inbk
one part of Spain after another in ore
der to save Spanish capitalism from
the threat of the workers, The workers
in the lLoyalist army were paralyzed
and ordered to retreat when the shashe
ing of the Fascists was an easy mattey
until Franco!s hordes covered all of
Spain.

Yhat was the Trotsky line in that
period? They kmew $hat all the Stal-
inist noise about "demooracy-versus-
fasciam" was a sheer invention, that
thers was no such relation of for-
ces as bourgeois-democracy against fas-
cism, since bourgeois-democracy paves
the way and opens the path for fascism.
Verbally, the Trotsky leaders admitted
this indisputable fact. In a widely



distributed pamphlet, the Trotskyites
stated this principle in unmistakable
terms:? '

"If we examine social questions
historically, as Marxism does, Wwe
find in a sense the contrary: fas-
cism is the resultant of bourgeois
democracy in the period of capital-
ist decline; bourgeois democracy
is the precursor of and the prepar-
ation for fascism.® (James Burn-
ham, The People's Front, pp. 16-~17.
Pioneer Publishers, 1937)

The whole idea of an "igsue" of demo-
cracy-versus-fascism was known by the
Trotskyite leaders to be a myth:

"The People's ZFront Justifies its
policy by stating that the funda-
mental issue at the present timeis
'Bourgeols democracy vs. Fascism,!
We have seen that there is no such
issue, that the only issue is 'So-
cialism vs. Capitalism’ " (Ibigd, ,
p. 32)

All these correct declarations, how-
ever, Were merely verbal camouflage
for their real political line,

Their actual policy was a word-
for-word repetition of the Stalinist
thesis., Trotsky himself elevated the
poisonous Stalinist thesis to the
plane of a general principles

" Immediately after the accession of
Hitler, Trotsky wrote that the is-
sue presenting itself to the masses
was no longer Bolshevisa versus

fascism, but fasciam versus Demo-
cracy.” (The New International,

October 1935, p. 301)

Directly in regard to Spain, Trotsky
seconded the Stalinist thesis:

"In the Spanigh Civil War the ques-
tion involves democracy or fascismi
(L. Trotsky, Internal Bulletin of
the S.¥,P,, October 1937)

Such was the Trotsky thesis m
the Spanish Civil War, loyally carried
out 1in practice by Cannon and Shacht-
man,

The Trotskyites never 1lost the

correct understanding of the true cher-
acter of Dbourgeois -democracy as the
paver of the way for fascism. Two
years after the Spanish Civil War, the
Trotsky paper had oceasion to repeat
this truth:

"o admit the truth would be to
confess that bourgeois democracy is
not the opposite of fascism, but
paves the way for fascism in this
epoch of capitalist decay." (The
Militant, May 24, 1941)

At the same time they never repudiated
their fundamental 1line of support to
bourgeois-democracy in the Spanish Ci-
vil War. On occasion they even bra~
zenly admitted this line of support.
In the very same issue of The Militant
which contains the above formulation
of bourgeois-democracy as the builder
of fascism,the Trotskyites openly pro-
claimed their support to the bourgeois-
democratic "Loyalist" outfit during
the Spanish Civil War. Unblushingly
referring to themselves as revolution-
ary Marxists, they declareds

"In that struggle, by the way, the
revolutionary Marxists were in fa-
vor of giving material supvort to
the Spanish Loyalists because we
recognized it to be a struggle bet-
ween fascism and capitalist demo=-
cracy and between the two we prefer
the latter." (Ibid. Our emphasis,)

0f course, the Trotsky leaders knew
perfectly that there was no real strug-
gle Dbetween bourgeols-democracy and
fascism in Spain where the bourgeois-
democratic forces, 1led by Stalin's
flunkeys were sabotaging the struggle
of the workers and clearing the way
for the advance of Francol!s forces. I%
was only by inventing yarns about the
existence of a real struggle between
bourgeois—democracy and fascism that
Stalin could correl the Spanish masses
behind . the Popular Front Loyalist sa-
botaging government, and it was only
by repeating Stalin's "democracy-ver-
sus~fascism" fakery that Cannon and
Shachtman could tie the honest Trotsky-
ist rank-and-file to the treacherous
Stalinist-backed bourgeois democracy
in Spain, By their political role the
Trotsky leaders helped to pave the way
for the Jranco regime,



Our warning to the revolutionary
workers! Beware of the Trotskyite
line! As the situation in Italy un-
fclds and the policies of the Stalin
gang become more crystallized, Cannon
and Shachtman, under the cover of "re-
volutionary" phraseology, and violent-
sounding verbal attacks against Stal-
inism,will comeé out with a subtle ver-
sion of the Stalinist fakery to help
divert the Italian workers from the re-
volutiorary path., Let the costly les-
song of Spain sink into the mind of
the revolutionary workers, Today the
Trotskyite leaders are writing glibly
about & "Socialist Italy." They wrote
glibly about a "Socialist Spain," but
tricked their trusting followers to
give support to capitalist democracy

-y

which opened the road to Fascism,

In the Italian crisis, 1if the
Stalinist Popular Front comes dominant-
1y to the fore by virtue of a collapse
or very great weakening of the present
military regime, it is a dead certain~
ty that the Trotsky leadership will
politically take its place in the Stal-
inist orbit and, under the cover ol
"eriticism,* add its mite to the gen-
eral Stalinist rightist uproar. The
past performances of the Trotsky lead-
ers are a concrete forecast of this,
and the fundamental opportunist nature
of the Trotsky leadership is an abso-
lute guarantee of it.

August 8,1943
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THE BXTRAYAL OF THE MINERS

1) Lew

' Strike-breskin: Policies

2) Trotskyite Support of Lewis

’ESPITE the fact thet the ovor-
vhelning mass of the coal mine
ors &8 neartily ia favor of & aation=-
wide strike and that the sentiaent of
the big majority of 21l trade union
workers was with the miners, the crise
is in the nine flelds has been resolved
in & yrofound and igznominious defeat
for the miners.

At no point did the raniceand-file
miners show tne least sizn of weakness
or waverin; on the question of the
only feasible tactic, the strike. What,
then, accounts fof the utter rout
waich the miners have suffered? The
answer lics in the nature of the leadw
ersihip, its policy and tactics.

Since +the guestion of leadership
is crucial,every tendency in the work=
ing class whica intervened in or ex-
pressed itself on the mine crisis mst
be held to accounts in the first place
for its attitude toward the mine union
leadership,

The leadership oi the United ‘iine
workers 1is commletely concentrated in
the hends of Joun L, Lewis. The hisg-
tory of Lewis, 4in some of its high-
lizhts, 1is worth reviewin: briefly as
& 1necessery baczground to his role in
the recent nine crisis,

Lovis Dbegan his career in the u-
nlon novcient ag a personel ciissary
of the reactionary Samel Gompers who
labored prodigiously and successfully
in establishin: the policy of class
colleboration as the official policy
of the A F.L. In 1919, Lewis broke
the muminers! first zreat striie after
the imgpericlist wap and stated as his
dictum: "We cannot fizht the governe
ment." In 1920 he finally succeeded
in ofrficially ¢aining the presidency
of the United tilne Workers by a vote
condvcted throughthe mails and counted
by &kis friends at union headquarters.
In 1922 Lewis broke anocther large scale
mine strilze by signing separate agree-
sents with the mine operators in Tene

nessee and Kentucky and oftficially es-

tablished the policy of separatin; the

bituninous and &anthracite niners, a

policy which has hamstrung toe miners

to this very day. In this same strile

in 1922 a walkout oi 100,000 non-unica
miners in southern Penasylvaiia was
betrayed by Lewis at ths striie's con~

clusion under the excuse that the in-

dustry dincluded "twice too many nines

and twice too meny miners." From 1920
to 1933 the Mine Workers 2lost two-
thirds of its wmenbership, in parv ve-
cause of the diszust of the miners
with the Lewis burocratic macuine and
its policies. It was only the passage
of section 7A in the W. R, &, that en-
abled Lewls working hand in
glove with Roosevelt, to recoup his
losses and extend his orgenization
anonzst the miners,

In the nolitical field, vhich is
decisive, Lewis has always supported
one of the two openly ccpitalist par-

ties of the American bourgeoisie.
¥hile Lewis occasionally may have
switched political suppori froa one

get of bourgeois politicians to an-
other, he has cousistently practiced
clags collaboration.

Lewis' conduct in the recent cri-
8is is very revealing as an exprossion
of his 1line. On MHarch 10, 1943 nego-~
tiationa were opened wit:: the opera
tors. The miners, starving from price
gouges and frozdn wages, were inas

‘'militant mood, determined to get their

demands from the bvosses even if it
meant strikins. The operators, how-
ever, were unimpressed with the strike
tareat and rejected forthwith the very
modest demands made. The line of the
errogant operators wes siaply to dump
the issue into the lap of the strike
breaxing War Labor Board whicl: expli-
cltly meent a rejeotion of eny wage in-
crease, since the WLB had officially
connitted itself to maintainiiz the in-
famous 15% Little Steel formla, Ine
gtead of callia: for & astrike et the
expiration of the ne;otiations with



the owners, Lewis in the latter part
of Yarch 1943 acceded to e request by
Roosevelt and extended negotiations
for another thirty days. During this
period, the operators continued ada-
nant in their position, making obvious
their stratezy of playing for time and
thus demoralizing the miners. The ex~
piration of this period saw nothing
accomplished, and the miners still de-
termined to strike.

On May 1, 1943 the day immediate-
ly followinz the temmination of the
nezotiations, Woosevelt took over the
mines primarily to intimidate the mine
ers, Lewis replied the next day, May
2, 1943, not with the anuouwicement of
a strike, but with an announcement of
a fifteen day "truce® with what he
dubbed "the new employer,® the United
States govermment. This again side-
tracked the miners who were all keyed
up for a strike, and drugged them with
the pernicious 1illusion that Wall
Btreet's govermment was somshow a
thing "aoart® from the mine owners.
The "new employer® soonshowed its hand
by reiterating the demands of the bose
ges for placing the issue in the anti-
workinzclass hands of the WLB, Lewia'
answer was -~ another fifteen day
“truce."

On the expiration of the second
truce at the end of May,the miners re-
mained out of work a few days and on
Jung 5th they were ordered by Lewis to
return to work while another truce ex-
tending to June 20th was declared,
When this third truce expired, tie :ine
ers aczin went out on strike, Natur-
ally, thec game of "truces" could not
be kept wup indefinitely by Lewis and
the bosses., The question of calling a
fight-to~the~-finish strike was con-
stantly hanzing fire. Obviously,Lewis!
nolicy was to prevent a semuine strika
Consequently, on June 22 Lewis ordered
the miners bacik to work witl: the deo-
mends definitely thrown ocut and the
terme set by the WLB left as the con-
diticns of worik, Lewis named October
31 a8 the new "deadline,® a four month
period which clearly gives the capitals
ists and their govermaent agents plen~
ty of tiwe to maneuver and completely
brealzx the beck of the ranic-and-file
minerse

4

With the miners in high spirits
at the start and eager for a docisive
struggle, Lewis, behind a smokesc.>cen
of "anti-administration* noise, pur-
sued a tactic of dragging out negotia-
tions, frittering away the energy and
enthusiasm of the miners, pretending
to be for astrike but always appearing
on the scene with a "truce' at the cru-
cial moment, at no point consulting
the rank-and-file in any democratic
form whatsoever, leaving the offensive
completely in the hands of the bosses,
paralyzing the miners with manmufactured
retreats and opening the path of the
capitalists to inflict a crushing de-
feat on the miners. One would have to
gsearch hard to find a more vivid pic-
ture of a treacherous union leadership
than that of the Lewis gang in the
mine crisis.

THE CANNONITES IN THE PICTURE

\
scattering the fighting
ability of the miners to the
winda by his repeated ¥ truces;V every
one of them negotiated behind the
back of the miners, Lewis used a face-
saving device. He persisted in his re-
fusal to appear before the War Labar
Board. This was simply a maneuver to
lead the rank-and-file to imagine that
he was actually leading a genuime
struggle against the wage-freezimg pol-
icy of.the government. Nothing more
than a face-saving maneuver was involw
ed, for Lewis actually is not opposed
to bourgeois %labor" boards. Indeed,
in the very midst of the present coal
crisis, Lewis showed his real policy
when he proposed, not the complete and
principled withdrawal of labor repre-
sentatives from the WLB, but the set-
ting up of another board witl members
"more friendly" to 1labor., This, of
course, is an cld trick, which gives
an opportunist the appearance of op~
posing the capitalist state machinery,
while actually giving it, or attempt-

ing to give it a coat of whitewash,
This was the typical act of a union
burocrat.

During the early part of the mine
crisis, the Trctskyite press clearly
indicated this double-dealing tactic
of Lewis on the question of the War
Labor Board. )








































































