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s+ A STATELTNT ON OQUR LIND %
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WHO E ARE ANID HOW WE EHERGED

Our group is composed of workers of varying political backgrounds,
Some of our people have been in the movement for morc than a quarter of a
contury, having joined the American Socialist Party in 1912, splitting with
the Left ing in 1919 which formed the American Communist Party, moved from
the C.P. to the Trotsky organization, from Trotsky to the Left-Trotskyite
Revolutionary ilorkers League (Ochlorites) and then to political independence
to form the muclcus for our group. Othors skipped a feuw stages and camc di-
rectly from thé Trotskyitcs or from the Reil.L., ctce into our group. Our cx-
noricnces wore varicd but gradually from onc angle or another we all come to
the conclusion that the leaders of the current organizations idithin the wor-
king class were liars and deccivers, Our paths merged around this understand-
inge Somctimes it was a personal cxperionce which first lcd to this path,
somctimes it was a differcnce with thesc opportunist lcaders over a sharp
political point; the cxperience varicd with the individual, Our basic de-
v2lopment, howover, was marked by a definite political and organizational
pattcra and can be traced by certain landmarks,

When the Stalin international turnced oveor the German workers to Hitler
in 1933, a group of workers in tho Amcricon Communist Party left that organi-
zation and undertook a conscicntious study of the history of the Comintern,
That study was thc original basis for the foundation of what is now the
'OFERS LiEAGUE TFOR A JLVOLUTIONARY PARTY.

Having definitely cstablished that Stalin's organization was dedicated
to preveonting any genuine revolutionary movement by the proletoriat, our wor-
kers then fell into the trap of belicving thot the Trotsky organization was
the rovolutionary oprosition to Stnlinisme The voerbal and physical attacks
of the Stalin internmational agoinst the Trouskyites was a strong cmotional
factor in this belicf, Dubt a fow months aftur these workers affiliated -rdith
the Trotsky organization in the United States (thon called "Communist Leaguc
of Amcrica") Trotsky came out with a total reevaluation of the reactionary
Sceond Intoernational ("The French Turn") and gave a theorctical motivation
for vhat later dewveloned into a world syrdide cntry into the partics of the Se-
cond International. thile the true undorlying menning of this move mas not
then undarstood by us, the opnortunist noturc of Trousky's proposition was
guitc obvious, In thoe chsuing split in the Trotsky organization, our people
sided with the Ochler-Storme-Basky faction which opposcd the French Turn, The
Ochler led faction wns organized into the' Revolutionory Vlorkers Leaguce in 1935
and stood on the ~round that Trotsky was a revolutionist until his reevaluation
of the Seccond International in 193L.

Once s:iparated from Trotsky organizntionally, tho basic Trotskyist po-
litical 1in: of Ochler-Stamm clearly came to vixr, The Trotsky choracteri-
zahion of Stalinism as "burocratic ccntrism® was taken over by the R.W.L. lca-
cors and later wras modificd in the formula that Stalinism represcented a new
historic form of rofermisme In overy day propaganda, the ReW.L. loaders pre-
sentod the Stalinist lendors as meling "orrors" and not as conscious criminals.
The R.V,Le leaders explicitly rejected a line of oricntation toward the van-
guard workers as the basis for building a revolutionary party. The workers
who eventually crystellized our tendency advocctoed the vanguard orientation
and cvaluated Stalinism as a consciously criminal force. These workers held
that in tho exposure of opportunism, primarily Stelinism, lay the path for
the building ol a revolutionary martys As a rosult of the cnsuing split, the

. s o .
Leninist League was formod in 1937, -
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Lvaluating the politicol lessons from the tiue of withdrawal from the

. Stalin orsanization through the separation with the R,W.L, we published a book
entitled "Stalin, Trotsky or Lenin" by George liarlen., Ve also began the publi-
cation of a periodical entitled "In Defense of Bolshevism" as well as a number
of namphlets dealing with various theoretical problems confronting tho advanced
workers, In October 1939 the name of our publication was changad to THE BUL-
TETIN and in 1946 we added a supplenmentery magazine called POLITICAL COR ES-
PONDENCE,

Heanwhile, our investigation was devcloping and we unearthed the start-
ling fact that Trotsky was a collaborator of Stalin and played a key role in
the burocratic devclonment in Russia  Tle finally came to the understanding
that Trotsk,ism wcs but an offshoot of Stalinisme This not only moved us fur-
ther from the Trotsky system but sharpened our understonding of the role of
the Ochlerites and other Left-Trotsky groups who stood on the ground that
Trotsky wes a revolutionist until the %“French Turn', or until 1928, as the now
defunct Stamm group held when it split from the R.W.L, in 1939.

Oncc begun on the task of uncarthing the roots of the Stalin develop-
ment, the course of our investigation invariably 1¢d back to the very origins
of the Russian burocratic Workers States We have discovered a wealth of ma-
terial showing that the seed of burocratism and nationalism which led to the
Stalin development was originally planted by the Bolshevik lcaders themsclves,
A1l the top Bolshevik lcaders definitely manifested Russian nationalism in
their ideolosy and built their organiz-ation on burocratic lines. Thoese twin
discnscs, burocratism and nationalism, were carried over by the Bolshovik lcad-
ers into thc new state formation ushered in by the October Revolution of 1917.
A study of the rclationship of buroeratism and notionalisn to the liarxist moves
ment from its very foundation is currantly occupying the attention of various
workers in our group. As this matcrial is collected in a form suitable for
public~tion, it will be »rescnted to the working class,

TTHAT TR DO

The TTLRP ains to crystallize the programmatic foundation for a revo-
lutionary party in the Unitod States and a revolutionary international, In
pursuance of this aim tho 'LRP priscnts a system of ideas for the fight cgzainst
capitalism, cxposing thc policy of iuperielism and the policizs of all oppor-
tunist organizations within the working class, Inasnmuch as the advanced vor-
kers are the key in the struggle agoinst imperizlism, the immediate aim of
the LRP is to enlirhtcn these worlers on the nature of the pscudo-revolution-
ary orgenizations now mislcading them. Thasce vorkers must form the nucloeus
for a rcvolutionary narty which will really struggle to libernte the toiling
massecs from cvery form of oppressions The ideas presented in the ergans of
the WLEP come into dircet conflict srith Stalinism, Trotskyism, Left-Trotskyism,
Social Democracy, Anarchism, and 21l the other opportunist currents opcrating
in the werking class

The WLRP cxposcs the Stalinist burocracy as the chicf betrayer within
the ranks of the proletoriate The potency of this counter-rovolutionary foree
is ue to its identification with the October Revolution specifically and the
idca of wroletarien revolution generally

Apting as thoe chief pbop of Stolinisn i3 the Protoky tendeney +hich s
the maih fofce¢ operating amopg the revolubionnry anti-Stalin minded workers,
This is duc to thc falsified tradition that Trotsky fought to remove the Sta~
linist burocracy. The "LiP thercfore combats the Trotskyists as o nccessary
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preliminary for the destruction of the Stalinist hold on the advanced sections
of the proletariat,

The opportunist leaders have organized a sentiment of hero wership a-
round the names of liarx, Ingels, and Lenin, These men have been deified and
their works palmed off as the bible of the proletariat, In this opporturist
system of politics it is enough to prove that liarx or Engels supported a cer-
tain line for it to be accepted as correct and in the best interests of ‘2o
proletariat, The doctrine of papal infallibility has been introduced into the
liarxist system, The purpose is to deaden the mind of the proletariat ancd %o
win blind obedience to the current misleaders whe present themselves as karxist
leaders, The WLRP unequivocally repudiates this ideology of hero worship as
contrary to the interests of the proletariat, Liyths of the past are used to
paralyze the brain of the living., Thus, as part of our fight to clear the path
toward genuine revolutionary policy, we lay bare the truth of the past as well
as of the present, In line with breaking with the established custom of hero
worship we abandoned the' name Leninist League,

In the course of our theoretical struggle we have agreed on the fol-
lowing principles which as a vhole differentiate us from all other organizations
and tendencies.

WHERE WE STAND

1- We are for the building of a revolutionary proletarian party as the
indispensable weapon for the overthrow of capitalism. This party must-<remain
politically and organizationally independent at all times,

We reject as opportunist the building or support to any non-revolution-
ary party- Labor Parties, Farmer-Labor Parties, Support to such parties is
the position of Social Democracy, of the Stalinist burocracy at one time or
another, and of the Trotskyites,

2- We are for the line of proletarian-led revolution in celonial and
semi-colonial areas, Only the international rule of the proletariat can solve
the tasks of the colonial masses and free them from the imperialist yoke,

e atc opposcd Yo any support 1o tko malogbnl bomrgeoisie or any concession
to the false idea that the colonial bourgeoisic can scriously fight imperialism,
The colonial capitalists are supported by imperialism, Social Democracy, Sta-
linism, and Trotskyism, the latter in the form of "ecritieal support." From
1937 to 19L5, for example, the Trotskyites applicd a line of "critical support"
to Chiang Kai-shek, The Left-Trotskyite line (R.W.Las) favored the policy of
“"rarching scparately and -striking together" with Chiang Kaj-shek, implying that
colonial puppets of imperialism strike against imperialism in seme form or other,

B= o are for the abolition of pll hational and racial repression and
persccution, This can only be accomplished by the revolutionary struggle a-
gainst capitalism,

‘e reject as a harmful utopia any attempted solution of the National
and lMinority questions within the context of imperialist class relations. (Na-
tional Home for the Jews in Palestinc, self determination for oppressed nation-
alitics under capitalism, etc,)

L~ ‘e are for the exposure of opportunists and destructien of their
influence, Ve call for an uncompromising fight against opportunism in all
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forms at all times with no moratoriums during clection or any other periods.
The only ~overnnent we will ever support is a government democratlgal}y con-
trolled Ly the workers with a policy of building international socialisms

Ve arc against any support to opportunist organizations or opportunist-
minded individuals in elections, The opportunists support governments led by
labor opportunists or capitalists, '(Trotskyism, depending upon country of ope-
ration, calls for clectoral support to Social Democracy, Stalinism, trade union
fakers, In England, virtually all opportunist forces lined up behind the Labor
Party in the General Election in 19L5.)

5~ Tie arc for the exposure and unmasking of all labor fakers misleading
the unions and other workerst! organizations; for replacing the capitalist mili-
tary machine by a workers! militic . This latter perspective is possible only
under the democratic revolutionary rulc of the viorking class,

Such schemes as the Trotskyitc proposal for'Trade Union Control of~~ — —
Military Training" is a rcactionary snarc and dclusiona

6~ e arc for the slogan of orkers Control of Production but this is
possible only under democratic prolctarian State rulec.

Tlc cxpose the slogan of “‘orkers Control of Production under capitalism
as nurc demagogy. . This was originally introduced by Social Democracy; it is :
supported at one period or another by the Stalinist burocracy and by the Trots-
kyites,

7- ‘le are for: “jorkers Revolutionary Councils as thc organs of democratic
prolctarian political povicr,

lie arc against the slogan-of Constitucnt Asscmbly at any and all times
since this institution is an organ of bourgcois rules The position for a Con-
stituent Asscmbly is supported by the bourgeoisic, Social Democracy, Stalinism
and Trotskyism, The Left Trotskyites arce for support to this slogan under
certain "econditions,."

8- lie arc for a “orkers Government on the basis of proletarian rule
guided politically by the prolctarian revolutionary party and bascd on Irce
and democratic rule by the vorkers writh all officials clected and subject to
rceall from below,

/e arc against "orkers Governments" or Wiorkcrs and Farmers Governments®
when they mean governments composced by a coalition of opportunist partics on
the basis of a capitalist statcs This was the typce of government sct up by the
Stalinists and Social Democrats in Germany in 1923 vhich betrayed the revolution,
At present the ‘Jorkers Government froud is supported by Social Democracy, Staline
ism and Trotskyism,

9~ Tic define the class naturc of a statc by the form of property pres
vailing in the economy., In Russia the cconomy is proletarian in form duc to
the predominance of nationalized property. However, the Russicon proletariat
does not rule due to the political domination of the counter-revolutionary Sta~
linist burocracy. The burocratic and nationalistic Stalin regime consciously
operates to prevent proletarian revolution abroad in order to preserve its
stolen power in Russia., The revolutionary prolctarian lince in Russia is to
remove and destroy the Stalin burocracy and to introduce democratic prolctarian
rele and a revolutionary internationalist lince The Russian nationalist Workers
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State is an obstacle to Socialism and therefore must be removed by the revo-
lutionary ‘proletariat, At onc or another point our line on the Russian ques-
tion conflicts basically with all other currents within the working class as
follows:

The Stalinist line is to palm off Russia as a Socialist paradise and
to hold up the Stalin regime as proletarian rule, The Cannon Trotskyites ad-
vocate unconditional defense of this Stalinist burocracy when the latter is in
military conflict with the imperialists. The Ochlerite Left-Trotskyites call
for marching separately and striking together with the Stalinist burocracy,
thereby renouncing the idca that the overthrow of the Stalinist burocracy by
the proletariat is a precondition to a recal struggle against imperialism. The
Shachtman Trotskyites, like the Social Democracy on one hand and some ultra-
lefts on the other, define the class naturc of the Sovict Union by the form
of political rulc and not by the form of property previailing,

10~ e arc for thc following prihciples as guiding lines for proletarian
state rule as safeguards against burocratism:

a) The statc administrative apparatus to be composed cxclusively of
eleccted officials for rcasonable specified terms,

b) Absolute guzrantee of recall at any time by the worker clectors
of officials from the lowcst to the highest offices in the government,

¢) The function of the Revolutionary Party is political guidance not
toechnical administration, Political lcaders must be elected but such leaders
arc not to take over statc administrative functions, unless speeially qualified,

d) Elimination of burocracy, policc and standing army which is separated
from the workers.

@) The arming of the masses and the formation of a toilers' militia,

f) A safcguard against the cstablishment of a privileged officialdom
through levelling pay of all functionaries to that of a competent workers! wage,

g) “Jorkers! Control over Production,

The above-stated prineiples have been arrived at on the basis of the
study of thc Russian Revolution, The organization of power in Russia proceaded
along the line of establishing the system of appointiients for office, and since
no specified terms were stipulated, some of the officials remained in office for
life, as Stalin in the post of General Secrctary, The Bolshevik leaders insti-
tuted a system of individual dictators in factories, of bribing bourgeois spe-
cialists, of high pay to State functionarics and exercised recall only from
above, The cntire policy, domestic and forcign, was geared to the interests
of the Russian national burocracy and for the preservation of its State powers,

11- At this moment of history bebth-bho inperialist and Stalinist led
forces are equally guilty of driving fowards wane The WLRP stands on revo-
lutionary internationalism and therefore rejects any support to the imperialist
or Stalinist burocracye In the present division of the orld between the
Stalinist camp on the one hand and the American-British camp on the other, we
expose both forces and advocate their overthrow, Along these lines, we con=-
flict with all other tendencies directly or indirectly supporting one of these
camps as follous: '
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The official Trotskyites who advocate unconditional defense of the
Soviet Union; the Left-~Trotskyites vho call for marching separately and
striking together with the Stzlinist-led forces; the Social Democracy and
all variations of this current openly lining up behind imperialism and the
Shachtman Trotskyites who advocate critical support to imperialist agents
(lHkolajczyk, etce)e The WLRP unequivocally combats the influence of such
tendencics as part of its struggle against impericlism and Stalinism,
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s ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF THE COLLIUNIST :ANIFESTO #
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A SERILS OF PALSE POSITIONS IN THES i AHIFESTO

Few docurments in the history of political literature have made such a
tremendous and lasting impression as the lLianifesto of the Communist Party by
liarx and Engels, It is apropos at the cenfenmial of this Work to review in
brief its theoretical and tactical aspects and determine vhether the ideas it
contains have stood the test of time,

It is a much obscured fact that many of the critical ideas in the
ilanifesto did not originate with ilarx and Engels but were taken by them from
The Utopian Socialist literature of their day, A brief description of the
value in that literature appears in the lianifesto., "But these socizlist and
comrunist publications contain also a eritical clement, They attack every
principle of existing society., Hence they are full of the most valuable ma-
terials for the emancipation of the working class,"

By 18L7 politico~economic analysis had reached a fairly high level.
The next phasc was the assembling and perfecting the correct criticism and
conclusions scattered in the works of the great Utopians and their gifted
disciples, In a sense the precursor of the Communist ilanifesto was the .icni-
foste de la democratie written by Viector ConsIdorant in IBL3 vhich contains
. Some of the Ideas which liarx and Engels incorporated into their vork,

The ilanifcsto however, is a distinct advance over all the Utopian works
in that it Turnishes a cleéar view of the development of the class struggle to
its resolution which is the passing of society to a higher stage with classes
vanishing together with all political powcer,

Profound as the work is in many respects, it contains a sceries of
false tactical positions which, if allowed to stand, constitute 2 great danger
to the proletariat, In Section 2 of the iianifesto its authors declare:

"The immedinte aim of the Communists is the some as that of all other prole-
tarden. parties: Formation of the proletariat into a class, overthrow of
the bourgeois supremacy, conquest of political power by the prolectariat."

B Obviously inapplicable in the present epoch, this proposition in the
ianifesto was also inapplicable at the time it was written, because in 1847,
cxcept for the Communist League for which the (ianifosto was written, no orgae-
nization within the working class sct out to achicve the "conquest of political
power by thce prolctariat." In the above citation, iliarx.slurred over the basic
division between the Communist League and all the other political organizations,

Another false thesis in the lanifesto is the declaration that "The
Communists do not form a separate party opposcd to other working class partics.”

. On the contrary, 21l historical expericnce, both in the days of liarx

and after, points Yo the nced for the prolctariat to build a separate and dis-
tinet organization and to combat all thc non-revolutionary and counter-revo-
lutionary "workers particss" It is important to note that the opportunists

take advantage of liarx and Engels crror in identifying the rcvolutionary and
non-rovolutionary partics, The Stalinist burocrats as well as other opportunists
are frequently engaged in sctting up labor partics, This ties the sorkers to

the bourgeoisic for whom the labor party operntes in the midst of the proletariate
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To establish the political indspendence of the proletariat, no other course
is possible but the rejection of this false thesis in the Communist lianifesto.

There are a number of other incorrect conclusions in the Manifesto.
Marx and Fnpels held that the German bourgeoisie would act in a revoiuflonary.
fashion. This notion was shattered by the concrete experience in the Revolution
1Y
ot lbuBAﬁonq the thaoreticsl omissions in the [anifesto the nost irportent oncs
ara thosz dualine with the international phnsot of the class strugrley’ Thugphhe
Lanifesto corrlcotely onttw-any rention of: the siru:ssle for thcglibqrablon%colonxcs.

TARiTS800 does not clearly formulate the aim of the revolutionary proletariat,

Ths ereation of the International Yorkers State, but instead says: "united action
of the laadilng civilized countries.at least, is one of the first conditions for
tla emanciration of the proletariat." The thesis is false becausc it does not
take into account the nossibility of the revolution starting and unfolding in
relatively baclward countries, such as Russia, Spain, China, and igniting the

) Loa

leading industrial councries,

The Tianifesto docs not take cognizance of the fact that natiounal antago-
nisms are uwtilized by the bourgeoisic as a political weapon which the ruling
classes wield as a matter of conscious policys. The Lianifesto erroneously asserts:

"National differences and antagonisms between peoples are daily more and more
vanishing, owing to the development of the bourgeoisie, to freedom of commerce,
to the world market, to uniformity in the wode of production and in the con-
ditions of 1life corresponding therctol." '

An analysis of the mechanics of the class strugple will show that pre-
cisely in the period of extreme decay of capitclism, antagonisms among nations
and races arz artifiecizlly fanned to white heat by the exploiters in order to
divert the attention of the toilers from the revolutionary solution of the na-

tional issucs.

thile the licnifesto gives a correct dialectical materialist interpretation
of historical devélomment and gives an accurate outline of the eventual demise
of thqxgtpgtggi°§‘modg of, nroduction, it foils to present a class definition of
dcmoé%ﬁb%;ina a@éﬁ?ﬁ&f?y MBovorkers, the Hanifesto states, nGST Twin the battle
of denmocracy." This varucness nermittsd Rautsky and other leaders of Social
Demoeracy ta fight quite effectively agninst a clear and precise distinction
betweon bourgoois and prolotarian democracy. ny vorker checking with larx
coild find no clarification on this problem, :

The supporters and anologists of socialism in one country or revolution
in onc country can draw their insriration from cortein false theoretical formue
lntions in the lianifesto. The document doo2s net picture the world working class
as a single uni¥ asswning the position of an intornationnl dircctor of the one
Are globe, bub scporatss the proletariat into nntiomnl scgments, each of them
consituting itself ns the nation: T

o — e ama—

"Sinece th2 prolotariat must first of 21l acquirc political supremacy, must
risc to be the lording class of the nation, must constitute itself the nation,
it is, so far, itsclf national, though not in the bourgeois sense ol the word, ™

The rovolutionnry proletariat, no matter of what nation, is never national
either in the bourscois or "»roletarian" sensc of the word, and ncver constitutoes
itself "the niavions" Its politics as well as cconomics ore internationnl. That
saction of the wroletariat which constitutes itsclf as the nation alftor 1t over-
tarows the nationzl bourgeoisic is a soction attached to ETad policy of the




—9—o

National Workars Statc, a negation of and an obstacle to the formation of the
Tniernational Vorkers State, Among the first steps which the Bolghevmkwleader—
Ship took along the reactionary road was to sct up a Russian National Workers
State, and did not create an international regiie accessible to the workers of
all count#os, Because of a lack of historical experience the revolutionary
workers accepted the national policics. of the Russian leadership as proper, but
the national inprint on the October Revolution could not but facilitate the
ideology of socialism in one country.

Hor does the hanifosto introduce the thesis of the Intornational Torkers
State cven in speakifiz of the stage of the disappearance of classes and the
withering awzy of the stotes Even for that hichly advanced historical develop-
ment it cmploys nationol terminology:

"hen, in the course of development, class distinctions hove discppeared,
and all production has been concentrated in the hands of o vast association
of the wholc nation, the public power will losc its political charceter,™

It is quite obvious that public power will ceasc being a political forece
not when production is concentrated in the hands of the whole nation but in the
hands of the entire toiling population of the globe, The public power can nover
lose its political character within the walls of onc nation,

TROTSXY A'D THE COLMUUIST ANIFTLTO

It i3 no accident th~t the loaders of 211 the Internationals systemati-
cnlly avoid discussing the false tnoctical and theorctical fentures in the Lani-
fostos They will acknowladge, of coursce, thot the prognosis of prolectarian
rovolution in Germany in 188 wos orroncous nnd that the honifosto failed to
cnvisare the hegomony of monopoly capital, and that the prediction of the disap-
nearanée of thoe intermediary classus was 2 mistokee But they will never disscet
or cven mention the basic false positions in the document.

To the Steolinist burocracy’ thesc incorrect positions arc pricsless,  Dur-
ing the shtist zigzags it concludos allinncos with Socinl Doemoeracy, with
bourgceois liberoals, oven with disguiscd Fascistse. Its publishing housaes have
been reprinting the Lanifosto by the millions of copies and distributing them
liberally among the rorkers, The Stolinists have nothing to fear from the lLani-
f28to and thoy wanipulnte the weighty insccurncies of the Lamifosto for theIr
0wl cndse It is no wonder that the Stalinist burecracy maIntains a religious
atmosvherce cbout the Communist lLianifesto and its authors,.

he leaders of the Sccond International who fotishize liarx and Engels,
too, also utilizc the fals: tnetics contoined in the Lonifesto. These opper-
tunists cooporate with vorious out-ond-out agents of Imperislism, with impori-
alists like TAnston Churchill and de Gaulle, and scerctly cven with the Fascists,

The Trotsky leaders form united fronts writh Socicl Democracy, give dircct
support to various labor ageucics of impoerinlism and to the Stalinist burocracy.
They stand to the 1laft of the Sccond International ond tha Comintern, vhot,

hen, is the Trotsky cveluation of the Ianifesto, A foir years before his asas-
sination Trotslky made a bricf revicw of The document and pointed out the crrors
in prognosis but maintained significont silonece regarding the theorctical short-
comings and the Rightist tactical line ovidont in the lonifostoe But Trotsky
wont o step furvher and supnlemented this line with thT ultro-Rightist position
of "lorkors Govermment," a label concsaling o bourgeois govermment formed by
Socinl Domocrnts and Stolinists. This position wwas concocted by Stalin's partner
in ths Trio, Zinoviev, and officinlly sanctioncd at tho Fourth Congress of the
Cominterns Yoty Trotsky drows the conclusion thats ’
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"The Manifesto must thereforc be amplified with the most important docu-
ments of the first four Congrosses of the Communist International," (The

New International, Jon. 1938 p. 22)

.Trotsky knew full well thot the Theses of the Fourth Congress instructed
the workers to give support to the Socinzl Democrotic regimes- fraudulently des-
cribed as "iorkers Govermments." He stands on that eriminal policy of Zinoviev's
first becruse he aided in shaping it, and most importont, becausc in the revo-
lubionary situntion in Germeny in 1923 he aided the Stalin clique to spring the
trop. The rccords in the Comintern press of thosc days establishing Trotsky's
2uilt can never be crascd,

The "Jorkars Government! trap officially promulgated by Zinoviev: at the
Fourth Consress nnd applouded and endorsed by all the Lovestones and Brandlers
of the Comintorn, wns bubt the cornerstone of the Peoplets Front Government!
trap advanced by Stolinf's flunkey Dimitrov at the Scventh Congress and cnthusi-
astically backed by all the Cachins and Browderse What Trotsky actually pro-
posed was that the Communist lianifosto be brought into fuller harmony with the
political Rightist Iinc of thc Stalinist burocrats,

The centennial of the lonifosto beors a speecicl significance to the
Trotsky movecment, for Trotsky prcedicted that:

"hon the centennial of the Manifesto is celebrated, the Fourth International
will have beeome the decisive rovolutionnry foree on our planct." (Ibid.)

This proud boast wes in actuclity a shot in the arm for the Trotsky or-
ganization, which always requires ertificial stimulation to kecp its membership
in 2 hopeful stote of mind, The stotement is rich in deecptions To begin with,
it is utterly unsciontific to attempt on oxact prediction of eny development in
socizty to be rensched at o certoin snccific dates Far more important is the
froud thnt the Trotsky Fourth Internation~l is a revolutionary force, A close
investigation of the origin and risc of the prescent Trotsky tendency cstablishes
it to be an integral part of the Stalinist political systome It wos born as -
movement for pecce and collaboration with the Stalin-Zinoviev-Komenev Trio in
reply to their factional break with Trotsky in the loate Summer of 1923 of
the foct that Trotsky'!s linc was peace ond collaboration, we have published ¢
wealth of documentary cvidence from Trotsky's own poen.

Uninformod people who accepted Trotsky's prediction thot by 1948 his
organizntion would beconmc a decisive rovolutionary force probebly understood it
to mcan thot numerieally the Comintern and the Sccond Internationsl would re-
cede into the background, lecving the Trotsky movement in the leoding position,
Little is lmowm of the faoct thot in 1923 the workers and mony leadors of the
Comintern virtunlly worshipped Trotsky whilc in Russia his supporters had o mo-
Jority in the loscow Party organization ond norrly holf of the membership of the
cntire Russinn Communist Prrty, Vhot is of utmost importance is the fact that
Trotsly was backed by the most militant and advanced scction of the Russian
nrolotariat, Unfortunatcly the workers who were swept into the Left Opposition
did not know th~t Trotsky's opposition to Stnlin wnas a sham like the opposition
of tho British Loabor -‘Party to British imporialism. The truth about Stalin's
burocrn~tic intrisuc ageinst Trotsky, about Lenin's Testoment in which Lenin
oxpressly stated that Stolin must be removed wns hidden from them not only by
St-~lin but also by Trotskys Had the Trotsky group been revelutionnry it would
h~v: cle~ned up the Stalin cliques HNot only in 1923 but in 1927 also, the Stalin
gong vent through o scrious crisis, Stalin's policy in China brought the Revo-
lution of 1925-27 to collapsc and thcre wns o wave of tremendous discontent
throuzhout the Russinn Porty ond the Comintern, The opposition workers rushed
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to Trotsly 1nuls'i:g thot the hour for the removal of the Stolin gang had struck.
But Trofs. according to his own tostimony, pourcd cold water on the spirit of
his arousad fol*ox 2rs ~nd told them that Stalin tmst sty in povier, on the flimey

nrvouuﬁ u;“% thoyr could not tnke control on the basis of the defeat of the Chi-
nesc ovolv tion,

Aftor Yrotsky wos cxilcd from the Soviot Union he orgeonized large anti-
St~1in for 3 t‘"ou~houﬂ the world, At tis 2 some countrics the numerienl
strongth of his groups cexcoeded thot of t‘* St~iin partics, Tnis wos especiclly
strilzing in Spain bofore thoe “”VOlU“'OH. .hile the Stalin worty counted hardly
a hundred mombors throughout Spain, with oalJ fecurteen in bindrid, the TrotoYV
adhorents numbered in the thousandscorprising thoe bost scetion of the Snanicsh
wrol.:boriat, 1inf the Trotslky movauent boen re~lly rovo;utlonz“y 1t would hove
cxertaed its Influcnce upon the Sponish messes along the linc of. exnosure of the
St~linish Dociol-Dowocrntic ond Ancrchist bvt"”v“" Se 1IHistoricnl cvidence shois

i the Trotsky line wes to robuild the moribund Strlinist party, to zive it
vitality ~id recruit worlers into that deadly trap. The combinced Stﬂlin-Trotsky
efforts %o cro~te 2 powsriul Comintern soction in Sprin bore rich {ruit ¢
rrvsd the vy for tho forrmation of the Stalin-snonsorcd. Azona re gi“slwnlch, ac
eould hove be@n ovpectid, sabotaged th: workers' cfforts to defeat Franco,

Ihring the Civil Tlar Trotsly's "rovolutionary" force, | ( the Ancrican
and son other soctions in thenartices of the socinl’ dvﬂOC““CJ) gaveteritical"
suwmort to Azann and thus in the historical sonse ocidad the Franco causc,

Thionsh Trotsky's mronhosy about his Fourtl tornationsl beeoming "the
dacisive “*VOTutionmry forca" by 19h8 wns an optinmistic drug, it cannot be de-

I b decisve forcc in the risce oand consoli-
otslgy concoealad the inner cireloe in-
zonly ~nd nublicly donicd the cxistoence
Toy~1 OppOSIt”OWle, he e
is the true ronson vhy St-lin

ion ol vhy ot the conteanial

by

of tho T stig,nt
sustaiiing Lo L]_
has buen able to

.
a
RV

of the irnifisto th 5 510 LuvoJuu;na""V pArLy to cuico thv workers out of the
rosent c“ﬁﬁf““OT The wor‘d OIO“"fitt is spiritunily numb.d -n

N ”'“1L“Lau, Socinl-Domocratic nad Trotsirite onnor-
Tolira. And only o mo!l lb‘””l child or conscioncoless

PAS326 cnn ackiovre thu cmoncination vwhile thosc
arin on the pwo-vu rist,

fhat at o certain turn in the histeric~l voth the prol i
TR o can Do no JOUJJ D”v -vhen this L occur is imnos~
uncr.:d yoors ago tho Commnis to declared thots

trrict 1will shnle
1

undéor this l’)"*""DOlu

;.
ts
&
-

3 its oxistonce
ith 9001 tv " Ars Je think they arce
¢ ficld thore h-s LVVA n t ‘mvﬁloua ﬂ volopment wmdor
SYars lon“ﬂ\01°'\ ot 1 owni"T 1ife the dbourgeoisic has draggsd hunonity
2 horribl: ngri a militory :V""*”tlﬂﬂ ~nd intconse suficring,
chrﬂvlﬁulﬁﬁ tor urss co uw_d murous rovolts ngninet the bourscoisic,

R

Onc of these ruovelts apou-red to be the suscessful beginning of th: cli-
' I 1917 the Russion bourzcoisic, a scction
hrovn, Sub tho Russian revolution, ns ox-
einning of the world revolution ~nd the do-
crs Sttce  The Dolshovil 1v‘uvr°hln, buro-
set up the notional burocratic Workors Stia,
o democrntic Intorn~tion~l  orlrs Shato,

:
e, 1
3.453.u‘~42__8




=12~

The burocracy of the Russion State, dispguising itsclf os a truc internationalist
prolctarian tendency, traps the workers and continuously betrays them to the
bourgcoisice

It is impossible to smash the Stalinist nochine of counter-revoxution
vithout liberating politicolly ~nd orgonizotionclly the key scction of the
prolctariat, the Trotsky workers vho arc misled into "fighting" Stclin by
supporting hime

At thoe contennial of the Manifosto the imperialist and Stalinist rulers
are preparing to plunge the world into o new bloody catastrophce Is this co-
tastrophe unavoidnble? If things arc left to continuce within the working cless
carp as todoy, the trogedy connot be prevented, The only poth towards scoving
the toiling maosses from the "incevitoble" holocoust is the exposurc of the dead-
1y Trotskyitc scntinels of Stnlin, the asscmbling of the subjectively onti-
St~linist revolubionary vonguord into an authenticeolly rovolutionary intore
national, and the destruction of the Stalinist obstocle to the overthrow of
the capit~list systoms Difficult s this nath is, there is no other from the
terrible blind 2lley into which the opportunists hove led hunonity,

ANUARY 1948
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\ At the Trepsky Ironorial nccting hold by the Vorkers Party on Soptenber
Sy 1947, liox Shachtn~n went throush the yoovly routin ¢ nursucd by 211 the
ondors of the ruiti-laterel Trotsky movement of sefting "rovolutionnry op-
tinism" from thoe speakers! wlatforn:

%o do not belivve thot the massces will stond by impassively while the
yoke is fostoned firmly over their nocks, while the theols grind renorsc-
lessly to the wor that threatons the oxtinetion of civilization." (Labor
Action, Sepbe 15, 1947)

Shachtaon does not beliceve! Wor is on oxtrenely seri-us nottor, and
the workirs will bo cormitting therscelves to a terrible fote if thoy allow
this dangcrousﬁoptlgisnﬁ to pumb Ehoir scnscsy as wos the cnsc preceding the
war of 101 ond during the rise of the Hitler recines For docndes mrior to
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the iwar of 191); the leaders of Social Democracy saw the tangible signs of

the impending conflict among the imperialist powsrs but did nothing real to
prepare the masscs to act in the contingency, liany of those leaders prctcnded
to "oelieve" that the masses would answer the drumbeats of mobilization with -
rasistance to the immerialists. And when the workers, drugged with this re-
assuring opinion, marched off to the battlefields, the Social Democratic lea-
ders fed their victims with the poison of chauvinism.

On what does Shachtman base his "we do not believe"? That is there
to prevent the mobilization of the workers of the workers of all countries
for another wholessle slaughter? Shachtian's owm estimate is that the Sta-
linist burocrescy brings to the masses "not peace but war," Yet is it not a
fact that +©he Stalinist force has sccurcd a stranglchold on the entire cas-
teirn half of the Euroncan continent and is moking ready for a test of strength
with the Amoricon-Rritish imperialists? And, is it not a fact that the im-
parialist war propsganda against Stalin has been of late enjoying a new in-
vigoration? Shachtman lkmows as well as we do that only a powerful revolution-
ary forcc in tho capitalist world and in Russia can divert the present course
of history from thc chasm of war toward the Socialist path., But where is this
forca? Shachtiman knows full well that there is no such force in existence,

And this brings us to thc cxamination of another capsule of Shachtman's
"optimistic drug." He says: "ie sec alrcady the rising antagonism to Ameri-
can inperialism all over Europe, the preparition of the rebellion against it."
(Ibid.§

Shachtman avoids stating the fact that it is the Stalinists who are
siphoning off the discontent of the European rasses into The channcl of Sta-
lin's burocratic intoercstss And the Stalinist burocracy in Shachtman's own
words, "brings not frcedom btut tyranny." So vithout a revolutioncry lcader-
ship what can o rebellion of the workers under the Stalinist or Socialist
lzadership produce, cxcept cither a Stalinist or imperialist tyranny! Let
us raocall the costly lessons of history proving this voint., The masses of
Spain rebelled ~gainst their capitalists and landlords. But no sooner did
the struggle broal: out than the Stalinist burocracy took the lcad together
with othcr opwortunist forcoes and betrayed thic Spanish masses to Franco, e
renciber the Stalinist betraynl of the Chinése Revolution of 1925-27 with the
rasult that the masscs of China erc saddled with the regime of the butcher
Chiang Koi-shek, 1In Duropc the iorkers of Fronce and Italy fought the Nazis,
but instcead of liberation from capitalism they find themselves with the capi-
talist yoke fasteored on their necks, because they were and are led by the
Stalinists and Socialists. The workers of Yugoslavia fought Hitler; they are
now military slaves of Stalin's puppet, Tito.

Shachtnan knows all these facts, Yet he is pouring out chloroform to
doaden §ho vigilance of the proletariat)

that is the situation in the Stalin-domincted territorics? 1In this
casc, toa, Shochtnan paints a glowing picturc of the rising movenent of strug-
gle against the Stalin dictatership:

"ije sce nlready the rising ontagonism to Stzlinist imperialism all over
Russian~occupied Europe-- in Poland, in Rumania, now in Hungary-- and the
preparation of the rebellion cgninst ite." (Ibid.)

The opposition to Stalin in Hungory, Poland, Austria, Germany, Runionia,
Hanchurin and Korea is direected not by a proletarian-revolutionary party but
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by agents of capitalism,just as the workers! anta jonism against the eapital~
ists in France and Italy is under the treacherous misguidance of Social Demo-
cracy and the agents of Stalin{

In his speech Shachtman boldly assured his 1udience that his party
stood completely apart from the capitalist and Sta inist political mazes:

"lle are the party-- not of ‘ashington and not oi loscow-- but of social-
ist independence," (Ibid,)

Never judge a man by what he says of hinselfi. Shachtman's party of
"socialist independence" aided Attlee and Bevin, the labor agents of capital-
ism, to the sz2at of power in the British genersl ele:tions of 1945, It has
given supnort to various puppets of imperialism such as HMickolajczyk in Po-
land, has advocated the formation of a Social-Democriitic~-Stalinist govern-
ment in France., It is this sort of "socialist indepcndence® that ties the
worlers who follow Shachtman to the capitolist and to the Stalinist buro-
cracy, cometimes simultaneously to both, more often only to the political
stooges of iashington. And with such a line Shachtiman vromises to make
"efforts for restoring the independence of the vorking class™?

To securc freedom for the toiling uasses of both Russia and the capi-
talist world, it is necessary to banish from the proletarian camp all the ir-
responsible, fatalistic, hollow, "optimism" and recognize the bitter truth
that no independent, proletaorian-revolutionary party stands today in opposi-
tion to the forces of reaction, (uite the contrary, every party, despite
the spectacular phrases its spokesman may emnloy, is, by tne political record
of its activity, lined up at one time or another with either Stalin or the
canitalists., And only when the advanced workers in those trceacherous narty-
traps become aware of this deplorable condition and launch a truly indépen—
dent proletarian revolutionary party, will there be a basis for spreading
the atmosphere of authentic revolutionary optimismes For <with such a rove-
olutionary party leadirig the mosses, no power on carth will be able to resist
the proletarian struggle for the overthrow of its oppressors,

Jovember 1947
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1. The Illusioh On The Dissolution Of The Empire

Ameng the manerous illusions spread today is the notion that the Bri-
tish Empire is dissolving, that the Inglish capitalists can no longer hold
211 of its secctions together, Supposedly the British imperialists have re-
1inquished their hold on Palzstine, India ~nd Burma presumably have been
groanted independence, Thus, in appearance, the British imperialists quite
peacefully hove been loosening their grip on the most vital territories of
their far-flung Eapire,

A closer view of the situation, however, rcveczls thot the British im-
perialists have simply changed their tacties.in keeping their Empire together,
In Burna o financial accord guarantees, protection for the commercial interests
of British citizens and the British-Burmese Trecaty provides for a British
military mission to stay on in that country. The Burma government is bound
by the terms of the treaty to facilitate and assist the tronsport of British
military forces when the latter decide that a war cmergency existss Natural-
1y this provision wes inserted to give the British a pretext to rcoccupy the
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country if this is deemed neccssary at some future tine,

The heterogencity of the populations of India and Palestine enables the
British to set one section of the inhabitants against the other, meanwhile re-
taining actunal control. In India the division oi the country along religious
lines serves as a natural sbimulont for religious and racial warfare, The eX-
=ceted is taking place andebloody clashes in India arc a common occurrenccs
Yhile thase two sections of the population arc ombroilad in conflict, the Dri-
+ish maninulote the incitement and supervisc this so-called "independence" of
India,

Insofnr as Palestine is concaerned, the deceit is even more obvious. The
nlan adoptad by the United Nations to divide Pslestine is toilored to fit the
British policy of separating the population of a countiy into mutually hostile
national ant. relirious campse Both the Arab and the Jovish nationalist lcaders
are attochod to the British imporialistses At onc momont the British policy is
to support its Arab pupnuts and to msc the Jows in +the traditional scape-gont
nannzre AL another moment the British policy will be effected in such a manner
as to cnecourara the Jowish Zionists to slaughter the Arabs.

The nresent fighting in Palestine is dimporial

infti, officially on the wor-criminal 1ist of the iy

to cscanc ond place himsclf at the head of the Anti-dJetrish movement, The Arabs
are supplicd with wor mnteri-ls ond the Arob londers are free to organize armed
forces YTor a blooly British-incited Arab-dJeirish strife,

24 The Spoecizl Position Of British Imperialism

There is onc feoature in the situntion of Dritish imperinlism which docs
not obtain in the casc of American or French immerizlism, and this is the par—
ticular outlook of the British viorking class rogarding the Empire,

It is obviously truc that the French proletoriat is not impericlistic,
Subjectively it is rovolubtionary, long aiming to roplace the copit-list systor
with Socialisme Nor is the Americon vorker consciously immcrialistic, He is
not concernced with the problem of o colonial cmpire becouse of the prevalent
idea thnt the vast territory of the United States is sclf sufficient, The
American worker supports imperinlism and its wors nbrond only bec~usc he accepts
the story that this is o long-arm policy calculanted to safeguord the continental
United States against foroign aggrossions ‘

The matter is totally differcent with the British vorkers, The British
nroletariat wos "oducnted" to belicve th-t its welfare wos bound up with the
building ~nd the oreservation of the Empire, This ideology still poersists.

The feeling lingers on thot not ~11 the coloni~l ndvontages have been uscd, that
hope for the improvement of conditions ~t home Tosts in the mnintenanee of the
QVersaeas nossessions, . '

iy

3+ The Recsons For Thoe Change In British Impoerialist Toactics

Disturbances in the Empirce czlwoys causced an uncasy atmospherc a2t home in
England, ond not among the ruling classcs alone, With the stendy decline of
capitnlist stability throughout the world and the growth of the colonial pro-
letariat, the maintenance of the Empirc hos become increcasingly difficult,
Stoggoring undor oppression the colonial massos press with cver greater insis-
tence for the abolition of the British rule. As ane rodult, the British imperi-
elists have been compelled to resort to the demogogic tactic of "independence,"
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But there is yet another and very significant reason for granting shgm
independence to India and the "creation" of the Jewish state. The British im=-
perialists are approaching a war situation, The present "cold war" between
Stalin and the imperialists is devi.loping in intensity. Charges of aggression,
of rnbbery and suppression of opponents are made by both sides, not without
some substantiating facts. The problem that both Stalin and the impcrialists
_ arc facing is to impress the masses with the Stalinist or imperialist “right-
~ eousness" and the criminality of the opponent.

The imperialist propagandists are raising a hue and cry over Stalin's
brutal rulc in Poland and the Balkans, his marauding in Manchuria, the political
and military mancuvers in Korca, ctece  Yet it is impossible to erase the signi-
ficant fact thot it was Roosevelt and Churchill who agreed to Stalin's occupa-
tion of these territories in the course of their secrct diplomacy during 1543
to 1945, The imperialists, quite aware of Stalin's robber policies and the line
of burocratic aggrandizement deliberately agreed to Stalin's occupation in order
later to raisc a hypocritical outery and thus lay down a justifiable ground for
War, -

Nor was Stalin in the dark as to why the impcrialists werc so amicable
in his occupation of the Balkans, Poland, castcrn Germany, Manchuria and nor-
thern Korca, As early as the end of 1943 and beginning of 19hh (Foster letter)
he 1laid down the basis for changing the line of his Ceomintern and no sooner was
the war situation wound up than Stelin and the imperialists assumed an aggres-
.sive attitude toward each other, The Stelinisis charge thot the imperialigts
are oppressors and robbers, While the charge is truc it is utterly hypocritical
because it is the Soviet burocracy which by betraying the world revolution has
rescued the imperialists and saved their system of enslavement of the colonial
masses and the international prolctariat.

One of Stalint's most potent propaganda weapons is the fact that British
imperialism has imprisoned within its Empirc o2lmost half of the human race,
Be it rermcmberced that this repcats the defensive pattern of argumentation which
was uscd by the Sovict burocracy when Stalin occupied Georgia in 1921 and the
impcrialist propagondists exploded with indignation ond protests, At that time
they were hard pressced by the Comintern stooges of the Soviet burocracy and
could find very 1littlce to say in reply, But this time the British imperialists
will couwnter the charge with the sham irdependence of India, Burma and Palestine,

he No Sclf-Detcrmination of Nationalities Under Imperialism or Stalin

In the carly doys of capitalism when the feoudal tics were in dissolution
and bourgeois national states were rising out of the struggle between crumbling
absolutism and the democratically-inspired masses, a nurber of small nations and
colonics won their independence, This was true almost cxclusively for the
Ancricas and cndurcd only in the casc of the United States which greow into an
enormous cupitalist powers All the Latin Amorican "republics" without exception,
bocame dependencies of the big imperialist powcns, Today with imperialism stand-
ing supreme in the decaying capitalist world and with the burocratic machinc
gripping the Stalinist world, thc ideca of cestoblishing independence for colonies
and for the small countrics in this context, it cither an crpty drcam or a de-
liborate trap, This petty bourgcois delusion has always resulted in futile
l1loodshed and continuous oppression, In the present- setting the small nations
are dopendent cither on imperialism or on Stalin, And that is why we must brand
the following notlon spread by the Workers Party hecded by Shachtmen as a de-
lusien and 2 snare:

®*To liberatc Palestine, to make it an independent democratic republic,
nothing more was nceded than the excreise by the Jewish and Arzb peoples
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vwho inhabit it of the clementary right of sclf-determination, It was and
still is primarily the task of the most culturcd of these two pcoples to
take the leadership in the fight to proclain the indcpondence of Palestine
and to defend this independence against all impericlist cencroachment,"
(Labor Action, Dcce. 15, 1947)

The Trotskyitcs always cover their reactionary concrete policics with
rovolutionzry cbstractions., No cbolition of national and racial oppression is
possible without the socialist transformation of socicty--and no such transfor-
mation can be  achicved in one country, vhether the country is as large as Russia
or zs minutce as Palestine. It is obvious, therefore, that Shachtman is peddling
fairy talcs, cspocially in view of the proposal that "the most cultured of these
two peonles' arc to cssume leadership in the struggle against imperialism. Who
arc thesc "most eultured® Arcbs ond Jews? Shachtman is cautious not to state
plainly that under the supposcdly classless label "the most cultured of thesc
two peoples" arc concealed the liberal bourgeois confuscrs of the Arab and Jow-
ish nassos, The plain truth is that in this period of history "“the nmost cul-
turcd" of 211 the peoples, whilc rejecting the socialist sclution, arc working
for imperialism, consciously or unconsciously.

Most rovealing in Shachtman's thesis on Poalestine is the asscertion that
under the guidance of these "most cultured" leaders all the inhabitants of Po-
lestine, thot is the woge slaves and their capitclis¥ Cxploiters, the toiling
peosants and the landlords, would win #fully ond equally. 11 the basic demo-
cratic rightsi" The distinetion between bourgeois democracy which is 2 sham
denocrocy insofar as the intercest of the toilers is conccrned, and prolctarian
democracy which is estoblished on the basis of the overthrow of all oppression
and cxploitation, is consciously glosscd over by Shachtmaone Here are the phrases
by mcans of which this political slcight of hand is accomplished:

"It vios ond still is primorily the tosk of the nost cultured of these two
pcoples to take the leadership in the fight to proclaim the independence

of Palestine ond to defend this indcpondence against all impericlist cn-
croachment, And it is only by acting in this manncr, by demonstrating in
deeds as well as words that 21l the inhabitants of Palestine will enjoy
fully and cqually all tho . boSic democratic rights, that an unshatterable
unity of the two peoples could be a2stablished with the utmost consideration
and protection of the rights and special intercsts of the minority." (Ibid,)

Shachiman, who knows that every people,including the Jews and Arabs,
havc class divisions, avoids making this scparation in Palestine. He develops
a purcly bourgcois point of view which is utopian from beginning to ends What
he really proposcs is unity of the Jewish and Arab properticd classcs against
tho Arab and Jewish toilers under the benevolent cyc of imperialism, The Bri-
tish policy is to keep the Jewish and the Arab bourgcoisic divided, and the
same policy is designed for the Jewish and Arab masses,

Contributing his sharc to the gencral confusion prevalent among the
workors, Shachtman diverts the mind from the British policy and attempts to
create the impression that peace in Palestine hinges on reconciliation "betwecn
the two comps:"

"In the present situation, fraught with the most grisly consequences, we
-militant sceilalists do not hesitete to eall for fecease firel! for immediate
reconciliation and appeasement between the two camps," (Ibid,)

We might add, cven if "reconciliation" werce achieved, the masses in
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Palestine would rcmain cxploited and oppresscd. The policy of Shachtman's
Workcrs Party as well as thc policics of Social Democracy and the Comintern
diverts thc masscs of the whole world from the only path which leads to frece-
dom. It is clcar that the first step towerd this path is the political extri-
cation of the advanced workers from the idecological nctwork of class collabo=-
ration,

The Trotsky lecaders trail the Stalinist and Socialist betraycers in
the ficld of watering down the proleterian ideology of the workers, Ten
years ago The New International undsr Shachtman's cditorship prescented an
altogether difforentunderstanding of the Jewish problem:

"The Jewish masses must recognize that their plight is the obveorsc side of
the plight of capitalism and nationalism in goneral, The dews have rcaeched
an impasso becausc the capitalist system as a whole has rcached an impasse,.®
(April, 1938 p, 112)

Manifestly, the present fakery that "the most culturced" of the Jows
and Arabs could fight for the indcpendence of Palestine and defend that in-
dependence against imperialism, docs not stem from a misunderstanding,

The workers grouped cround the Trotsky lecaders represent the key to
the problem of wresting the proletariat from the clutches of the Stalinist
and sociol-dcmocratic betrayeres of the masscs, The first-step in the so-
lution af this problom is the scparation of thesc workers from their own mise
leaders .and the formation of an authentic proletarian-revolutionary party,

JANUARY 1948
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Therc is onc vicw which is ospouscd by all political tondoncics vhich.

proscnt a program allcgedly for the roorganization of socicty on a class-
less basis. Tho Stalinist Comintorn, Social Dcmocracy, the Trotsky organ-
izations and thc Anarchists— all atnto that the capitalist system has out-
lived ite uscfulness ind must bo replaced by a new form of cconomy ~nd way
of lifc. Howover, history has cstablishod that the Socialist ide~l can be
cspouscd thooretically in order to cover up a rcactionary policy in prac-
tico.

Yoars boforc tho war crisig of 1914 th: foraomost thoorists in the preo-
lotarinn camp had alrc-dy proved thnt the objective prercquisites for Soc-
ialism hed maturcd within tho womb of capitalist socicty, 2nd that only tho
subjective, class-censcious prolotarian foctor was lackinge This deficicency,
however, which porsists to this day, has not boeen accidontal. It can be
traccd dircctly to the f~et that the prolcetariat has boon misguided by its
dishoncst luadcership.

The bemsic mcthod of betrnyal cmployed by the treacherous mislcaders of
the working class has buon to paint alluring mirages in tho background of
3 catagstrophic recality in vhich th: —orking class poriodically finds itsclf.
This induccs tho prelet-~ri~t to ch-~sc thosc mir~ges and liuaves the enpit-
nlist systom safo from overthrovw.

One of these f~tnl illusions prosonted by the St~linist and Socinlist
burocr~ts is thce troacherous notion that the bourgeois government is nblo
to smash the poverful fin~neinl-dconomic combinos which control it and that
it c~n defoend thc intorests of the toilers. By means of adroit phrnscology
tho bourgcois govornment is victurcs ~s suddonly changing its class naturc
and f~1ling under the control of the —orkers. With this mutation, hungor
~nd exﬁloitﬁtion 7ill bo 7iped out ~nd Socinlism will bo just "Around the
corncrt,

By moahs of thusc mirn.es, the old mislenders maint~inod their grip on
tho mnsscs nnd pushed thom in-1914 into a fratricidnl slaughtor in tho
inteorests of intern-~tion~l financo-capitals

The Sovict loaders h-nve induced tho Russinn workors to chasc tho mirage
of "Socialism in ono country" ~nd support on their shoulders ~ monstrous,
oppressive, privilceged burocracy. Tho liocs of thoe Stalin-Socialist lenders
arc belicved by the mhjority of thoe class conscious workers.

In nddition, thorc arc othor political forces mislcading the pro-
lotarint with dendly mirages, as for cx~mplc tho Trotsky leadorse In pre-
senting their program to the workers, the Trotskyites first lay dowm a real-
istic plcture of some phaeses of capitalistic society:

"Today a handful of monopoliste control the countryte food supplies,
gamble with the health and lives of the people, fix prices and curtail
production in the interest of private profit,

"Such private monopolies are an intolerable menace that must be
smashed, Production must be organized for the needs of the people.
The profiteers must be kicked out, their control utterly destroyed."
(Editorial, The Militant, September 22,1947)
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It is indisputable that the working people must get rid of the cap-
italist control of economy. G&Every enlightened worker knows that. He also
knows that the task can be achieved only by a genuine proletarian govern-
ment, rot by the very s-me :overnment which s-fe-usards the interests of
the momopolies znd which, as the Trotsky leaders know, is controlled by
finance capital. On this vital issue, ho—ever, the Trotsky leadership paints
a delusive picture;

"The profiteers must be kicked out, their control utterly des-
toyed.

“The food and other vital industries must be taken over by
the government and operated under the control of the -torking
people. A real fight against monopoly means, above all, expro-
_priation of the trusts." (Ibid)

A beautiful mirage! "The government" takes over the food trusts Yand
otlier vital industries,™ in fine, the vhole basic industrial fabric of the
country, the workers are put in control of the economy and are well on the
way to Socialism! Presto Chango, and the Trotskyist artists transform a
capitalist government into a workers government. ‘

Of course, thesa "proletarian" leaders recognize in their solernly
adopted platforms that a capitalist government can never be transformed into
its very opposito. They show here and there that even a government headed
by Social Democrats or laborites, or a coalition of Left RepublicangStalinists
and Socialists is etill a cavitalist government serving the needs of the
bourgeoisie. The Trotsky leaders often declare that only a revolutionary
party can lead the masses to the expropriation of the trusts and the form
ation of the proletarian government. But all these correct statements ary
mere abstract proclamations and professions of faith. (Concretely, hovever,
the Trotsky leaders present not only the illusion of the bourgeois govern-
ment vreaking the trusts and monopolies and turning control over to the wor-
kers but they supplement it with the asesurance that the political instrument
vhich can accomplish this is not a revelutionary party, it is not their
Trotskyite Socialist “orkers Party, *hich they gall "the party of revolution-
ary Marxism." The party, they say, that can accomplish this is a Labor Party!
After decades of concrete experience with a hest of labor Parties of various
colors, in and out of povery all serving capit~lism, the Trotsky misleaders
ioplant the illusion that a Labor Party can actually be a force to bdreak the
power of the monopolies and place the workers in control!

"The final and definitive answer to Wall Street's inflation-
hunger program is political action. Tho political rule of the
rnonopolies must be broken by the independent politiecal action of
the workers. Labor and its allies among the lower-middle class
and poor farmers must fight for governmental power through thoir

o'm Labor Party." (Ibid)

4 Labor Party, no matter how "Socialist" sounding its demagogy, serves
tho bourgeocisie by channeling off the militant spirit and encrgy of the
workers into support to the capitalist systems. Only a true proletarian,
i.e., revolutionary, party can achieve the task of expropriating the mono -

- polies.
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It must be noted that the Social Demoecrats, like the Trotskyites, also
peddle the labor Party delusion —ith its “workers control" and other similar
optimistic frauds. The "labor Party" advocates scek to make the American
orkers follow in the tragic footsteps of the proletarians of England,
France, Germany, Spain, Italy and other countries. The chasing of "Socialist"
"Comrunist" and "ILabor Party" mirages has cost the Zuropean masses irnuver-
able lives. Today new tragedies are in the making, and no other force can
lcad the masses tovards breaking the power of capitalism, can guide then
torards the est-blishment of the International Vorkers State than a revo-
lutionary proletarian movement. This movement can rise only with the oxpo-
suro of the Stalinist, Trotskyist and Social Democrat organizations which,
through conscious treachery, are betraying the —orld toilers to the class
enoeMy.
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* IN THE~TRADE-UNIONS *
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THE POLITICAL BASIS OF TROTSKYITE TRADE UNIONISH
CONCLUSION

The trade union policies of an org=nization are but a reflection of its
nolitical line., Learn the political line of an organization and you will
automatically know the character of its policies in the unions. This is an
invariable political law.

Iet us trace the Trotsky political line and its form of expression in
the unions. As ~e have shom in the first section of this series, "The
Period of Dual Usniopism," the Cannon-Shachtman leadership in 1928-1932 were
whooping it up for the Stalin-created dual unions and vrging the workers to
support these Stalinict traps. This vas but a union translation of the
Trotsky pnlitical rolicy. For sxample, the Trotsky leaders -rere unashamedly
sperking of tbe Stalinist engine of counter-revolution in the United States
as our party. and boldly used the possessive hen referring to Stalin's

American purty:

"Our total vote in 1928 in all the 34 states ‘there we were on the
ballot was 45,710 an increase over 1924 not at all commensurate
with the fact that in this election, we ™ere on the b:llot in 20
additional states...." (The Militant, February 15,1929. p.4)

In those years, Cannon ~nd Shachtman never bothered to disguise their
attachment to the Stalin party and never ceased assuring the workers that
the C.P. represented the imrediate and final aims of the proletariat:

"The principle issue of the day is unemployment, and the wage cuts,
evictions, ~nd starvation that accompany it. The Communist Party
has properly focused the attention of the working class on this
point. This party is the only one in the field that represents
not only the immedinte but nlso the final interests of the pro-
letariat." (The Militant, September 1,1930, p.l )

Obviously, the Trotsky leaders were determined to continue tieing the
-rorkers to the Stalinist machine.

The Trotskyites were repaid for their pro-Stalinist policy in the
unions and in the direct pclitical field by abuse and beatingse When the
leaders persisted in making public demonstrations of allegiance to Stalinism,
the Stalinist "ingrates" showed their avnreciation in the customary manner,
as for example:

"The meeting: on Wilkins and Intervale, ~hich was broken up last
Saturday by party members and sympathizers, was called to discuss
the problems of the workers and urge them to support the party in
the coming elections as well as in the day to day struggle."

(The Militant, July 2, 1932, p.2)
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Such receptions did not at all sverve Cannon-Shachtman from their
predetermined policy of support to Stalinism. In article after article,
the Trotsky press argued for their policy and rallied the Trotskyite wor-
kers in the direct interests of the Stalin burocrats. At a Stalinigt-led
"United Front"May Day Conference in 1931, thé Trotskyites clandestinely made
their appearance and one of them succeeded in gaining the floor for five
minutess The Stalinist chairman apolcgized to the assemblage for cormitting
the btlunder of allowing a Trotskyite to take the floor. Undismayed by this
reception, the Trotskyites at the conference sent in a cash contribution
and submitted a pledge to "aid" in the "ork" controlled by the Stalin-gang.
This touching profession of loyalty —7ent unanswered, the Stalin leaders
returning the cash contribution and rejecting the Trotskyite pledge. (Report
in The Militant, April 15, 1931, p6)

It must always be borne in mind that this Trotsky policy was applied
in the period folloving the Stalin betrayal of the German revolution of 1923,
the British General Strike of 1926, and the tremendous Chinese revolution
of 1925-27, to menti~»n the most outstanding samples of Stalinist-wrought
havoce AndG during the 1928-%2 peried, when the Trotsky leaders vere spread~
ing the poisonous deception about the revolutionary aims, policies and in-
tentions of Stalin's party here, the Stalinist leaders were preparing to turn
over the German workers to the.Hitler hangmen. The lying assurances of the
Trotsky leaders helped to conceal the true aims of the Stalinist criminals
and gscreened their preparationsfor betrayal.

So far did the Trotsky leaders go in this role as footmen ror the
Stalinist party that vhen an old I.W.We worker jumped from the syndicalist
frying pan into the Stalinist fire,The Hilitant shouted:

"It is a correct step for Scarlett to join the Communist Party."
(October 10,193ls p.4)

Then elements in the Troteky controlled mine union fraction stirred
restively against the openly pro-Stalin policy, they were lectured as follows
by Cannon-Shachtmans:

"We know hov essential the Communist party is,- and that it is the
only workers political party." (The Militant, September 17,1932)

Such was the openly Stalinist line foistéd upon the -rorkers by the
Trotsky leaders. Cannon and Shachtman never repugiated this policy; on the
contrary, they uncquivocally paint their past policies in revolutlonary
colors. They stand on their past and defend it-as their "revolutionary
heritage." The Trotsky *orkers following this flag do not realize that
their tradition is rooted in a pro-Stalin policy vhich ig hiddsn by a
mountain of fraud.

THE STALIN RIGHTIST S"ING

The ultra-leftist zigzag of the Stalintern in 1928.32, the notgrious
"Third Period" line, culminated in the victory of Fascism in Germany in 1933,
This loft zigzag -7as originally set in motion te cover up a number of be~
trayals which had been engineered through a previous rightist policy.(The
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English General Strike of 1926, the Chinese Revolution of 1925-27) Vhen

the workers become disillusioned —ith the effects of one policy, the Stalin
leaders cover up their tracks by switching to an opposite lines. ™ith the
victory of Hitler in germ-ny, the Stalin leaders had to conceal their treach-
ery and 7ard off the resentment of the workers by a "new" line. Thus the
ultra-left Third Period policy gradually gave way to another ultra-right
§7inge

In the trade union ficld the Stalin gang dropped their dual unions and
round up as cheer leaders for John L. Lewis in 1935. In the same year
Bro—der. returned from a visit to foscow and announced a ne” perspective:

An American Laber Party. The American Stalinist Party then moved at an
accelerated pace to the right. They became the loudest American "patriots,™
and sang Rooseveltis praises to the skies. In the spring of 1939, after

the betrayal of the Spanish Revolution, the Stalin leaders halted the ultra-
right sving and took a fow steps to the left. They began to curse Tall
Street again, thuy denounced the "imperialist war" begun in Septermber,1939,
and Roosevolt's foraign policy. But —ith the attzck of Nazi Germany on the
Soviet Union in June, 1941, the Comintern policy was hitched to Stalin's
diplomatic neceds and an extreme right swing 7as begun again, and this time
went further than any previous rightist line.

In this early cpoch of the Stalin right s7ing (1935), the Trotsky
locaders followed a policy based upen this Stalinist right turn, but their
line vas modified by tho more advanced ideology of the Trotskyite —orkers.
Cannon-Shachtman pursued the new Comintern orientation toward Socizl Demw
ocracy, for example, in their own fashion. In Dccember 1934, the Trotsky
lcaders fused their group —ith the fusteites, a left Social Democratic
grouping in the United 5tates. In June,1936, Canron-Shachtman led their
follovers dircctly into the S.P. and roosted there until the end of 1937,
This pcriod coincided "ith the most critical period of the Spanish Revolution.
The Socialists —ere in united froat 7ith the Stalin lcadership and the
Trotskyites —ere Socialist Party nembers.

In 1938, vhen Cannon znd Shachtman resumed their organizationzl in.
dependence undor the name "Socialist Vorkers Party," morc and more rightist
features were inauguratede The advocating of a Labor Party -7as introduced
along with a rchash of 2ll sorts of petty bourgeois quack schemes for re-
forming some of the abuses of capitalism. ("Ham and Eggs plan) "Thirty
Dollars every Thursday," etc.) The pacifist Ludlow Refercendum idea 7as
also teoken up by the Trotsky leaders and advocated as an answer to the
military preparations of the American imperialistss In elections, the
policy of the Trotsky leadership, still in effect today, varics only in the
tactical consideration of ~hich reac%ionary to support. Sometimes the
Trotsky lecaders will urge support to pe .ple like the Rose-Antoninni clique
of the ALP (October 1939). At other times it is a plain Tammany Hall hack
like Dean Alfange (October-November 1942). Sometimes it is a putrid labor
f-kor like Richard Frankensteen (The STP in August 1945), or a Stalin stooge
like Eugene Connolly (March 1941), or open C.P. candidates like Ben Davis
(The SUP in October, 1945) Vithin the trade unions this political policy
1as cxpressed in support to a Homer Martin , a John L. Lewis or a Talter
Reuther on the one hand, or on the other, to Stalinist puppets such as the
Dritsas-Kramberg factien in the Food VWorkers Union in December 1940« The
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Trotsky policy during this entire eriod wae moulded by the ultra-right
s7ing of the Stalintern. Sometimes this relationship was obscured when,

in a union clique fight, the Trotskyites occasionglly supported one labor
faker vhile the Stalin crew supported the other, as was the case with the
Lewis~Hillman clique fight in the CIO in 1940-41, the UAW clique fights
under the Martin regime, or now 7ith the Reuther-Thomas faction .fight in the
UAVe Actually, the issue reduces itself to tactic:l differences on thich
‘type of reactionary should be supporteds Fundamentally, the Stalin-Trotsky
forces are at one in the policy of supporting labor fakers. This unity of
political, policy is frequently disguised by support te different reaction-
aries —ho may be fighting each others Thus the Trotsky lcadership emphasizes
at present that the Stalin forces arc fighting Reuther; therefore, Trotsky-
ite (WP) support to Routher is mado to appcar as part of a fight against

the Stalin gange Similarly, the Fosters din into the ears of the Stalin
followers that the Trotskyitus are backing Reuther; therofore the idea of
fighting Reuther is made to appear part of the fight against "Trotskyism."
Tho advanced political -rorkers must not be taken in by this fraud; they must
sce that support to eithor Reuthers or Thomases means a common policy of
tying the workers politically to the claes cnemy.

The record of the Trotskyites in the unions proves a consistent line of
propping up a large varicty of opportunist forces, from the Stalin gang
through the Social Democrate to akl sorts of onenly pro~capitalist labor
fakers. %hen shorn of their revolutionary sounding anti~Stalin verbiage,
the Trotsky leaders aro soon bo be nothing but a medium for paralyzing the
7orkers politically. The Cannon-~Shachtman groups are products of the Stalin-
tern <ith their roots ouried in Trotsky's role in building the burocratic
structure in the Soviet Union.

The path torard revolutionary trade union -7ork can be paved only by
rovolutionary politicss In the first instance, this means -7inning the
adveneced Torkers from the Trotsky currente —hich tie the -rorkers to reactions
The Trotsky —orkers know of the dastardly role of the old line labor fakers,
of the pernicious influence of Social Democracy and of the¢ torrible dis-
ruptive activity of thc Stalinist burocracy. The task of the hour is to
mnko the subjective sontiments of these mogt adwanced political wrorkers
harmonize 7ith objective reality. Only then can the road be cleared for a
frontal assault on the Stalin forcee and upon capitalist slaverye

A.B.
October, 1947
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s A DISTORTION OF FACTS ON %
s+ THE BOLSHEVIK PEACE POLICY *
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Editorial Note: ,

) The point in tho following artidle is not only dirceted against the
Troteky tradition; but also impliecitly carries on indictment of the post«1917
Lenin policy. For statcments coneérfiing cuf rcecvhluation of ‘this period of
history, see the following articles published in our supplementary organ,
POLITICAL COR.ZCSPOHDENCE: ,

"CHGLAND: THE ROAD TO A IARXIST POLICY" (Issue ;' 3) ‘
fEVALUATION OF CILIGA'S 'A TALK WITH LENIN IM STALIN'S PRISON'" (Issue # L

% e we ey g e

Ho matter how :much cnergy political liars might expend in destroying
the facts of history, the cuthentic documentary cvidence, which no falsifier
ean cradicate, brings the truth into the light of day. For instance, any
person who wishes to take the treuble of ascertzining Lenin's peace program
in 1917 con find it rccorded black on white in Lenin's spoeches and articles
and in the official documents of the Bolshevik Party. Ve have taken this
troublze and found Lenin's position on pceee as follows:

"Peace negotintions are to be conducted not with the bourgeeis govern-
ments,but vith the proletariat of all the warring countries." (Report on
the Tasks of the Russian-Social-Denocratic Labor Party in the Russian
Revolution, Lonin, Colleccted ‘iorks, Volurte X, Book 1, p. 79)

"The capitalists lic vwhen the circulate rwiors that we are for a separate
peace with the Germans," (To The Soldiers And Sailors, Ibid. p. 183§

"l do not want a separatc poace with Gernany,..." (Ibid. p. 184)

"The conference reiterates its protests against the base slander cir-
culated by the capitalists against our party to the effeet that we are
in favor of a scparate meace with Gernmany," (DRAFT WSOLUTION 'OF THE VAR,

"The party agitators must protest over and over again against the con-
tenptible slander nanufacturcd by the capitalists to the effect that our
party stands for a secparate peace with Gerneny; in our cyes Wilheln II is

a crowned murderer descrving cxecution no less that Micholas II, and the
Gernan Guchlkovs, i.e,, the Gormon capitolists, arc usurpers, robhers and
imperialists no less than the Russian, Inglish and all other capitalists;
we arc against negotiating with the capitalists, we arc for negotiating

and fraternizing with the revolutionary workers and soldicrs of all the
countrics; we are convinced tholt Tnc governreont of Guchkov-.dliukov 1s
Tring to aggravate the situation becenuse it knows full well that the
proleotarian revolution in Germany is beginning, and that thet revolution
will bc a blow to the canitalists of all countrics." (A R.SOLUTION OF THE
CoIFTeAZL COTITTEE OF TH. QUSSIAL SOCIAL-DE: OCRATIC LABOUR FARTY LAY L, 1917
Tbid,, pe2l6. Dophasis in Original) | ’

"Thg inpernationalist workers of the world stand for the overthrow of all
qapltallst sovernnents, for a refusal to come to agreercnts and sign
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troatics with any capitalists, for universal neace concluded by the revo-
lutionary workers of all the countrices, a peace actually capablce of securing
the freedom of every people." ('DISGACE' AS Uius.5T00D BY THi CAPITALYSTS
AV THT DOTLTARTANS Ybide p. 263, Originol Emrhasis)

"A just ncace means a peace uithout anncxations, without scizures of terri-
tory. Let the German capitalist bandits together with their crovned murderer
TWilheln imow that we will onter into no negotiations with them,..."{I5 THE:E
A R0AD TO TLACE, Ibid, Book II, p. 22L)

Ye could, of course, continuc giving similar citations from Lenin and
the DBolshevik wress of 1917, but we believe his line has been sufficicntly cs-
tablished through the above citations. Trotsky, we may add, completely identi-
fied hirsclf with Lenin in 1917 on the issuc of no separate pcace with Germany
snd no negotiations vith the German imperialist govermment.,

Let us examine now the Trotskyist version of the Lenin 1917 pecace po-
licy. In 1937 the Pioncer Publishers printed a book cntitled The Stalin School
Of PFalsification., The introduction rcads: "Thic is a bock abou¥ 1Iars and thoar

HCS o

Thnt the Stalin burocrats are liars, is, of coursc, cormion knowledge
among the Trotsky workers, ‘that is not knovm to thon is that their ovm lcaders
could give the Stalin burocrats pointers in the art of mdsreprescntation, that
the book is not only about liars but is by liars, In an cxplanatory notc by
the cditor of this book, on nage 308, we rcad:

"Ienin, Trotsky and most of the other Bolsheviks, cspeecially after the re-
turn to Russia of thesc two leaders, czlled for an end to the war, for pcace
with Gernany-- a §oncra1 pcace if possible and a sceparate pcace otharisc.

(Tiy fiophasis-Ga.le

The Trotsky leaders know very viell that the Lenin position was just the
opnosite from the onc they naint,

Yhy do the Trots'ty leaders, while supposcdly exposing the Stalin liars,
thomselves consciously stoop to contemptible lies? Of what value is it to the
Trotsky fakers to obscurc the facts about the Lenin peace platfornm of 191772
The anmrer is simmle, It must be recognized openly that aftor -the seizure of
power Lonin and Trotsky abandoncd their rosition on no treatics and no negotia-
tions with the "crovmoed murderer VAlhelm," Thoy acted exactly opnosite t6 all
the statements made by them in 1917 and concludad a scparate peace with the Kai-
SCTe

Although the Bolshevik looders rade a definite change in policy on the
peace issue after the scizurc of power, the falsifiers of history obscure the
pre~October prograrmatic position in order to protect and justify the policy
that was actually nut into cffect. They present a misleading picturc of one
unbroken linc on the peace question, Had the Trotsky lcoders been honest thoy
would have adiitbed the truth. Put they must shield their emblematic figure
and man-god Trotsky, so they cannot frankly admit that the pre-October program
was not carried out by the Bolshevik leadership.

Honest revolutionary workers will not be afraid to look facts in the
face and they will not be shackled with a blind religious emotion to any leader.
They will expose the Trotsky liars whose "struggle" against falsificaTion of
history is nothing but a pretense and conscious fraud,

October 1947
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