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REPORT ADCDTTD BY A COUFNETIOT OF O CHEYRS FELD TY OSRITAYI IN WOVUIIIER 1ua8
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{1.) THv PRUUENT PRE-UAR CRTSIS

This conferance meeting 2t a nerisd of great danger and great potential ov-
portunity for the internationz ine clags realizes that the sconomic antagon-
isms batwasn capitalism on tha ona hand a:d the new sconomic form in Russiz on

the cther h.nd sra ls2ding ; devastatineg and dastructive counflict aver
witnessad by humnnity.
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Fortunataly for humanity, a third altsrmativa axists, 2 lino vhich if adon-
t24 by th? vorkars shows tha vay to wravonting tha oncomine trer, ovarthroving
both canit=lism and Stalinism and ucharing ; izlisme Thiz cornfor-




convinead that only one syeh line sts in ghe world tgday, thau is
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Tconomically, the most revolutionary factor working against the’iontmnuance
of the canmitalist system is the tendency for the average rate of »nrofi 2?
£z11; and if the high ratio capital could be extracted from the share ou T
this tendency would be temporarily reversed or ab lcast checked, as there wou
be less canibal to take shares in the total surplus value. Carrying out.suc@ a
scheme ic knovm as nationalizations It rzquires that whatever compensation is
given is pinned dovm to a rate of interest less than the average rate of_proflt
existing, Loreover, ragardless of this, such a scheue allows the following man-
EUVET,

The nationalized industries can then be re-equipped, re-industrialized with
canital (that will not share in the total surplus value} at the expense of the
comrunity as a whole—— which means primarily at the expense of the vorking class-
but also to =n extent, which is less in amount but greatér in proportion, at the
exnense of the petty bourgeoisie-- tradesmen, professional men, shop-keepers, etc.
In ordar to co this, the following must happen:

(1) For any given total of home production for home use, more power stations
must be built and fewer nyleons produced, -

(2) For any ¢iven trade balance relationship, more factory plant must be
imported,and less becf and bacon,

(3) 1In zen=sral export trade must be improved by less being consumed by the
workers and more being exported, also less goods for consumption imported.

In other words, food and clothingare changed into factories and machines to
bring up to date the nationalized industries without putting into the pro’active
system carnital that would require a share in the total surplus value exploited
from the workingz class, Such a nrogramme could ke carried out either forcibly
by a fascist. government-- a very expensive and dengerous way of doing it from
the bosses point of view-- or much more efficiently and cheaply by a Labour Govern-
ment if that government can gel the support of the workers for its schemes, To
carry it out, as the present Labour Government is doing, requires a tremendous
propaganda campaigns The Tories help by denouncing the capitalist nationalization
scheme as "Socialism." The Stalinists, the I.L.P. and the Trotskyites also help
by pretending that the schemes are good for the workers, ONLY-- they are not ef-
ficient enough, or there is too much compensation, or the managers ought to be
changed or only this or only that or anything except to expose the rcal canitalist
anti—w?rking class basis of any nationalization that is carried out by the
cemitalistise

The amount of compensation paid to the old owners of the industry is irrele-
vent to the workers. After all the bosses can only share out among themselves
n2 surnplus value that they have already stolen at the point of production, and
the proportions in which they share it out hardly concern us, Needless to say,
thg renudiation of capitalist debt which we shall declare on the day of the

revolution will include all the nationalization bonds, together with the American
loan snd all other state debts,

Foreover as this Nationalization fraud falls more and more heavily on the
backs of the pett;” bourgeoisie, they will inevitably turn against the workers
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and to fascisme- if they are allowed to believe that their suffering is due to
working class schemes of nationalization, Only materialist economics can.explaln
the truth to them and to the workers, and put the full blame for the falling
standard of living where it belongs-- on the capitalist class-- its Labour agents

and its "left" allies.

This conference is neither for nor against the bourgeois nationalizavion
process itself, inasmuch as we regard it as a manifestation of the inevitable
concantration and centralization of capital, However, we are against nation-
alization being represented as any form of socialism or step towards socialism
or in sny way beneficial to the working class.

lie stand only for the world socialization of all the means of production by
workers revolution, ‘e are opnosed to the utopian concept of socialism in any

onc country, In crse of a victorious workers! revolution in Britain, we recognize
that the former capitalist property belongs to the world working class, and that
the ceonomic as well as the political safety of the revolution demands its expan-
sion on a world scale, as well as, in the meantime through the revolutionary worlz
norly . taking 211 vossible steps to provide for participation of the world vorking
class in the sceiclization and control of the expropriated property. Such social-
ization denands workers control at all times of the expropriated property, vith
the <lzction of all officials, including manazers, and thc risght of rccall.

The Labour Government has, cduring and since its electinn to power in 1915,
when it was supported by all the opnortiunists from the Stalinists to the Trotsky=
ites and the I.L.Pe, 2tCe, proved itsclf an cofficient tool of imperialism.

From strike~breaking in Britain to vicious oppression of the colonial masscs;

from supvort to its partncr, American imperialism, to the establishment of spheres
of influence in Durope, the Labor Government stands condemned as an imperialist
government,

Unlike the opnortunists, who look upon the Labour Party as a reformist party
(acpually its phase of rcformism is long past) this confercnce looks upon it as
an instrunent of capitalist reaction in labour disguise-- a capitalist party which
oerforms the same function of managing the capitalist state machine as would the
Torics or Liberals, The Stalinists and their hangers on, the Trotskyites, togctiher
with the T.L.Pe all supported "Labour to Power" in 1945, And to a greater or
lesser extent with “conditions" and "eriticisms", except the C,P, (duec to its
latest left zigzag) they all support it today,

. Thl% confarence spands in opposition to the Labour Party, the Labour Govern-
aenG, and the Trade Union burcaucratic lcadershin (which has bccome more and more
an integral part of the state with the elevation of Trade Union bureaucrats to
pre?nm?nt administrative boards,) e stand against all the opportunist parties
vizich directly or indireetly support the Labour Party. ) ‘

(3.) THD BRITISH STALINILTS AND THZ RUSSIAN MATTOIALIST BUREAUCRATIC TORKERS STATE.

The British Stalinist party, as all the other Stalinist parties, can only
be understood in the light of its attachment to the Russian burcaucracy. The
whole question of the characterization and role of the Stalinist state machine
in Russia is a matter of paramount confusion in the minds of -revolutionary-

minded workers all over the worlds This is particularly “so in the casc of many hon-



s8t ultra-left workers who translate the term “workers' state" in an emotionsgl
sense. This confarence usas the tarm *sorkers' state” in its scientific semse
leses ar economic sycstem in vhich the means of production have heen ex»rooriated,
which at vrasent axists only in a »wart of the world and on the basis of bur-
saucratic usurmnation of working class power from thae vary incevtion of thse
revolution, This form of workers stnats is not only not nrograssivse but has
formad the bass of the most vicious counter ravolutionary =and anti-working
class forca knovn to history. This conferance daclaras that to dafend in any
—ay sach a nationn? burcaucratic work:rs st2ta is to dafand tha intsrasts of

th: ruling bur:aucracy.

Th> Communist Party in Brit~in, as avaryvhers wlsse in ths rorld is votan-
tinlly th2 largest countar ravelutionary forea within thse workineg class. 4Al-
thoush in the oras-ant situation irn 3ritzin, the Labour Sovarmmant is the
strons:st countar rzvolution~ry forca, with any futurs radicalisation of tho
British voritzr:s the Stalinists can zrd will 1aad and batray tha vast mussoe of
tha 3ritish vorkars as they havs botrayasd the Chin~s:, Gorman, Fronch and
Snuznich massts in the past, unlees pravonted by our volitical cxmosurae.

Thz study of thz role of th2 Russian Bolshavik bur~aucrncy is a vrimary
task in sxoofing thr batray~rs of tha socialist rovolutions Only by zrming
tnr advanecd vwork-rs with the knovladg: of tha facts can the vay be claarad
for tho criation of » naw world »artye Tho Labour li~uten-nts of tha canit-
alist class snd the Stalinist nationulistic burraucracy +<ill nsver ba 2xnosad
by 2ny of thoir omm wublic actions, for thay vill always find wmlausidla az-
cucg~s for ~v-m th>2 most braz-n snti-vorking class a2ctionss Only by tearing
th2 mask from the facns of the ommortunicts can ths vork~ars b2 frazd from ths
grin of the countar ravolutionary Stalinist,~Trotskyita.and Soci=l Damocratie
forcns,.

This confarance ags~rts that the main immadiatas task of ravolutisnarias in
Brit~in is tha circulation of tha irr-futebl:z avidance in our vossassion of
k1 rols of Trotsky and Trotskyism 2s a branch of th~ Stalinist systome By
tr~cing and ~xmosing th~ rosts of nationalism and buriauer-cy in th~ Marxist
curr~nt durine and baforas Lanin's timy and comnrcting this witn thn rola of
thy ommortunists today th: foundations ean ba laid for = new vnrld —orkars
22rty.

Th2 vrnasont 1.ft zig-z2g of the Stalinists corr:svonds to thr world noli-
tical situsation. In tha imm~di=zt2 situ:tisn tha immarialist vowars hold ths
trumm c-rd of atomic worar as o atunaondous military vsanon in th» dev:loning
conflict with Russias Whilc davalonineg his military fordaes within Russia and
in tr . sat21lit= torritories under his eontrol, Stalin iz f2c2d vith th2 naed
for »nlitical we-mons t» usa in th2 orosant sttuation. Surroundad vith tha
halns of tha 1217 r-volution, th~ Stalinist buraaucrats arae attrmnting by tha
latast 1-ft zigsze2 to us2 th: militant workars as an instrument to b: wiale
22d in the intirnsts of tha Stalinist burraueracy.

Tha ~h>l~ history of th: British and vorld Trotsky movomant is a2 history
=f swamort to 3talinisme With tha commineamant of th: latast Steliniast loft
zis-zag tho 3ritish Protskyitas, tha Ravolutionary Communist Party, ceme out
in summort of tha Stalinist man~uver, and 2ven eallad f£ar - united fromt with
th2 counter-r-volutionary Commnist Party.



(4e) 7T DSK3 OF TYE RTVSLUTIONARICS I THIS STTUATION

Tais confarence recoonises that its task is to work for the cereation of a
world revolutionary »nartys, With the incrsased »nolarisation of forces into
the t0 ma3in nresent contending camns of Stalinism and Immerialism, the mos-
sihiliti=s of attracting vorkers to a correct revclutionary line ars greatly
enhanced, In the immediate situation the main obstacle in the vpath of creat-
ing 2 renuine revolutionary organisation is Trotskyismme. This is true becsuse
the zdvsnced worksr subjectively breszking vith Stalinism in an endeavor to
find 2 revelutionary base is likely to be attracted by the myth of Trotsky as
tha owoonent of Stalinisme In the abhsence of wolitical exvosure, the Trotsky-
ites laad back tha subjectively revolutionary worksars to the swamw of Stalin-
ism from which thev hal attemmted to demart.

his confarenza is for toaring avny the ~dvanecd vorkers from theis
or tanlsL leadarszhin qnd creat&ng an orvanlsatlon tqav will then go to tHe

< oriantation for our organisation becauss such an orientation wasteu tha
rey of the advanced workers, and has alw:eys built ard czn only build a
movarant to bu cuantured by the oomortunistse

)
8

and imwerwalwsm. for this reasor in the mresant =tage we are apalnst the mass
r
E}

ne our lins on 2 sciantific intervretation of th2 basic teachings and
¢2! nostulates of r“rx‘sm, freecd from all! burszucracy and nationalism,
utionary “.orkers ?.rtv c¢an in the comine nariod, eain the sunmort of
maiority of ths workers ﬂho 711l find their interests in ths sharm-
ct with the canitalists and ths 3talinist burzaucrats. Such a »arty
d to enca~s ir mass work, 6stablish a world eovernment of workers!
take advantace of tha lansonc of the Ruscian ravolution to safaguard

L]
any buraaucratic usurnation of workars mowar, and can nrocesd tovards

o this task this confarance devotss 1tsalf. To this task it calls avery
lutionarv worker in 3ritaiun and 2lsavhars.

Signeds
(&)
COY?WREYC™ OF IEM3TRS CF TUL WORK ™R3 L7AGUE FOR i

REVOLUTIONARY PA\RTY TV BRITAIN -~ November, 1948.
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3inne the last issue of THE DULLITIN, several events have occurred whlcgt-
now raquiras gnalysis. These are: t“ﬁ economic Eecesslon in the USA, the qypgl
ment of giaﬁr,r"cr to coordinats Ln“ UuA rreed forces, Vhb H?chrutlons o te
Cn|mun1 4 Partizza of 51.-?. and ; tno aifact Th Llﬁvqhoul( uUDD%Tﬂ 3
Lriet invasion of Yot ial of Cordi ﬂal lindszenty followe
of the Provawt Suigoria, and last, the cStnblLoh[ :nt of
atic San?

Tr ordoer Lo nroper'y dvaluabe tles» evente, it is necessary to take a brief
; ‘nee the momentous dofent of the Nazi army in the key battle of
oL the Nazi ~rmy 1n Ruesia nrompted the Anglo-American
{hoir idsological nolicy. This rooriontation was mobiva-
¢ that wvhat the azi army failed to do had to Le donc under
'm ocratic imperialist powars. Stalin had to be cest in
cipled aggroes )or seaking domination of the worlds In
rios gorents were work2d out with Stalin giving
the Bwltic states, the Baltlc nations outside of Graecce,

uﬂ >normous territorics and concessions in the Far Easte While
¢ vhat was OLIPde Tor his own opportunist rcasons, the impori-
r p~ru QYR automaulciuiy furnished W th a concrote basis for painte
15 the new nemy to peacs after the war situation vith Germany and Ja-
nan uau Dean licuidated,s In the imoerinolist calculations, the winning of this
trowendously povsrful nropaganda viearon far oubwmighs the territorial gains of
Stalin as it =mables the building of o war atmospnore. Natur: ]1y, the imporialists
hope o get evaryuviing back with intersst not to speaalt of orening the closed Rus-
sian narket to canitalist rule and storring out tha v very idea of prolatarian revo-
lution,

1p" Ol

Put it is now cvident that the tompo of dovelopment to an actual war situa-
tion was much slovar than the im mp2 Vints anticipated. This was due te a variosty
of factors, the principal onc boaing that the imperinlists undercstimated the ideo-
logical power of Ltalinisme Thic was shown speeifically during the subjectively
anti-capitalist upsurge on the pa rt of tlx Frpnch and Italian workers, which unde
211 th2 eircusstances inevitably led them i to the Stalin camp.

0’2
'1c+'-"

Tho S“buaulol then proscented itsclf as follows; On the one hand Stalin had

crossad the cstablished borders of the uOVl’t Uhlon, had taken the territories left

:n to hin by th: bourszeoisic and by Lh\uu very chs, had laid down the idecological

s for incitea.nt of the masscs against him as the "new Hitler." On the othor
hond, the task of the imm rialists now DOCﬁmv ona of liquidating the Italian and
pa?tivaltr]y th. nch Stelinist "£ifth columns" whilec unfolding the pro-war cam-
nzizn,  Hot only was it nocossary to set the Dtullnlcts out of the Jabincts of
‘*nnﬂ) anc I:dlj, but, in tha muantlnv, the imperialists had to go through a rather

msive ¢ P0h111*”L10n bzecausc it was impossible to Justify the maintcnance of

1lions of mon uaer arms for no appa:‘:PL TCASON.

=

As long aga as last Novembor, the bours gecoisic began its drive against the

-W\“ch Stalind bo.  In the nasv fow wosks, this has been intensificd by the arrest
jad » o~ In WL L k)
or V'Ir} ﬂ’u?Ch Sr;*lnlotu and by the 1ncr«a31ng demand for the 1ifting of the
ha“i;:munfﬁry lmrnivy rrom the Stalinist Fronch lcader, Thorog, oruparatory to
158 arrcesv.

igainst this background we rust now ostimate the cvents sct forth at the
bog innlh. of this articloc. he leave grantc.d Eiscnhower by Columbia University for
the surpose of coordinating the armed forces of the USA ds ccrtainly a sign of in-
erzzsed imminence of wary not of lessening the M"eold war" situations
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Hor, despite all thc. cries of its safeguarding the pcace, can the North
Atlantic Poct be roparded in any other way than as a step tgwa?ds ware The real
natura of the pact as aggressive is shovn by the fagt ?hat it is ratified at a
time whon such authoritative spokesmen of the imperialists as Dulles, at the
rcont conforence of Protestant churches, admittod that Russia does not desire
to sbart ware This must be talen in conjunction vith the protest ggainst the
¢ made by Fadoyov, leader of the lussian dalegation to the New York Confe.ence

L : ! £ , \ - -
o7 inbellsctuals, to the offect that the aggressive nature of the pact is shqwn
T tha fach that Russia was not even invited to participate in it. (The New York

Tiaos, sarch 28, 1549 pel)

a1 immortant factor at the moment is the cconomic frccession” in the
4o the suthoritative Unitcd States Hews the unonployed already

ond the part tire workorc 9,000,000. LIFE. an important pictorial
ican bourgeoisic, rccently had an eXtensive article on the
victurcse Onc picture shovied a queue of uncmployed vorkers in
oxtending for two city blockse

the Kremlin burccrats have been counting on the development of the cyclic

erisis of canitalism to stove off war. First, the crisis economically wcakoens the
canitalist novar to wage ware Sccond, the miscries cngerdercd by the crisis drive
e vorkers inbo opposition to the cezpitaiists.

> is anothoer side to the frecossion.”  The bourgeois lcaders are
well awsra of tho Stalinish speoculs’ion on the devclopment of cconomic crisis. As
everyons Knows, the trww card of the imporiciists 1s the atowic bombe The stra-
the Stalinists is to stave of? the war as long as possible, in the rcan-
ti=e vorkins day and nizht on atomic fission, In such a situation, the appearance
of ai'recossion" is much nore likely to make the imperialists speed up their war
nrrorarations.  In addition, as David Lawrunce recently »ointed out in the United
States Iews, the whole basis ol "Ancrican prosperity" rosts on an artificial wer
Jconniny.  whus toth the political ond cconoric aims of the American bourgzoisie,
the Toadoer of vorld capitalisa today, point in the dircction of war, And it is

T ficant, in this conncetion, that, despite the groving "recossion" (or,
o of i%), the USA along vwith Britain on April 2, 1949, unfolded a
n>r shopge in the wor incitenent campaisn by official rrotests to Bulgaria, Hungary
oyl %) castigatine the Stalin regines.

That the Stalinists thomsolves consider that war is not far off is shovm by
the ned st of phenomcma, the "irials® in Hungary and Bulgaria, and the declara=
wions of ko Enalinist partiss ovoryvhere pledging support in advance to potential
or hymoth:tical Russian iavesions

~ Lot us teke first the "iindszenty trinle" 1In the Stalin-occupied territories,
vorand and fmazary, vh: vast najority of thie nopulation is Roman Catholic. The

3%alinisy burocrats were well awarce vhen they put on trial a Cardinal, a "Prince of
he Church", that $-is would nol only arouse intonse reporcussions in tho canitalist
ouatrics: but that it would scerve to arousc a cortain amount of discontont in Po-

ad anud Hungary, It aprcars thet only the nccossity of behcading the fifth column
rs of the Lourgscoisice in vizw of an immediately menacing war situation would
Ly the assunplion of the obvious risks to the Kromlin burocrats.

And how was this followud up? HNot only by the Bulgarian "trizls" of the

(&4

*3
QO

Elqn:SInuE ?}oggyg 3?}§in§ bqph ?rgtes}an?; §nd Cathglics into an anti-Stalinist

{i: :;J;‘uhgf‘a:CL\;leOgo of alﬁ xhe otaLlp}st ?art}os of supﬁgrt to Russia in

the o ont v?ﬂWuL? In,thu_gaoo of France, this dircctly played into the hands of

S cgilta%li?s who used it to domand arrusis and the 1ifting of the parliamentary
Lamunity of Thoreze Only the feeling of the imminence of war vould have nocessitated



or nromnied bLhese oves on the part of the Stalinistse

Docs all this moan that en imediate war is on the grder of Ehc‘d%y% _Be-
foro the canitalis can launch the Third In?arventlon against the u9v1%t nion 4
they 51l havs: to smash fhe Stalinist forec_1n_France,+and proba?ly }nh ‘a.13{c,1 ann_
thyy w1l hove to unfold their campaign ol 1n01tfrent to a dcgrc: wblf wou‘ vggo
vinece tho ordinary vworker that an actual danger threatons from Suallp 5 mancuverss
Poth thes. nroraguisites of war have besn started and the task of preventing an

ctoric holoczust must be consicdorad nove

]
]

.
4
1
\
T

m1.0 official Fourth Intcrhational has adhorcd to the doctrines of Lcon
Protoky with all the devotion that a member of the Cominform gives to Stalin,
Haveoe has thnore been a repudiation or modification of the doctrlnc_of "yncon=-
nac of the Sovict Union," and the "good soldicr thesis. At least

- as beoech, 1948, tho British scction of the Official Fourth International
2id dovm a "justification" for taiing the side of the Stalinist burocrats
in th: thr iar whon it roproscnted the Stalinist rape of the Czechoslo-

vakian vorkors as a vorking class vietory. The official Trotsky lcadeys arc

nz up on Stalin's sid> which is the side of dufonsc of Stalin's brutal labor
s, the Stakhonovite spsed-up, the climination of the trede unions as an actual
1 nlass defonsa agoncy, the degraded position of women and the youth, all

ansar the slozans of "unconditional defense of th: Sovict Union."

somin~<ly standine in oprosition to both the imporialists and the Stalinists
: nitss, the orkers Party USA. In the April, 1910 issuc of The
: 21, the Lditorial Board appealed for surport to that magazine and
L&Anm, sheir poper, under the hoading: WIHD 1UIOD CALP HAS o VOICA!
TS But what Shachiman and Co, mcant by the "Third Camp! was in-
od ovon that far back. Instead of telling the vorking class the truth, that
~r aotion 0F Shs workers came wnder the leadership of the Stalindsts or the

sinl Domocrabic asonts of the bourgooisic, or Loth, that the great task was to
otmone the foree of oprorbtunicm, to lay the foundntions for 2 program and cadrcs
that vould work for a revolutionary vrol:tarian policy, Shachtman spoke as follows:

‘

L n 191, the Third Camp, the camp of the world working class,
inda her the 'domoeratic! cor the totalitarian axis, is alrcady
begi s. and stir underncath the stifling blanket of wartiac dicta-
torship. 1ic have vast confidence in the resourcefulness and invineivility of
the Third Canp--inarticulate and unorcanized today, but tomorrow, when war has
shattered the rigid molds of world copitalism, the inhoeritors of the carth.

The Third Carn is alrcady fi~hting, against the 'democratic! cmpires, against
the totalitarian rersines of Hitler and Staline It is waging the only just war,
the war for socialism and frecdom,™

The

monstrous lic, since it is ovident that thoere was nosh a single word of truth in
th: above don i “nat has hanpened sinee then?  The Shachtmanitoes
have fowd 2lan of the "Third Camp! in the Italian imporialists at Tricste,
in Gornan Sccial Domoeracy in Berlin, in the vourgcols }1kolaczyk, and then when

Shachtman theory of an uiiicting "Third Camp" thus started out with a

5
O

:unzﬁncaw;yg.i? thoe ?;§3 w?om thuy Q‘aractcr;zcd as “roformist right or contrist
LM Seciolists. In the llovombar-sdcconber issuc of THE BULLITIN we have given
B conce for the last stabemonts. Suffice it to say here that whenever the
3 G or 2ments of an exdsting "Third Camp" thoy have

2 of dmporiaiism in the fight azainst Russia. Nor could
u han 2 reductio ad absurdum of this thoory vhich takes as
o

Jostuait the cxistonee of a "Third Camp! without political cxpression, 1dithout
T hisk Christi » mip grsale g X : Lo ST
hgiglc?¢ nstorye Christian mythology sneaks of Jesus having solely his tvirgin!
nobthor as ?Emﬁn narent,  Shachtman mythology socs one betier and brings into
3 s honce hird CamoM vith r ronosis . it oty o

cxisoence a "Third Camp" without any genesis, without political father or mother,
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And one

is anazod until the sponsors of the new theory of "immaculate congeptlon"
~resent Lo the astonished eyes of the waiting readers of the New Internatlgnal

and Lavor '”’10u the petty bourceois physiognomies of Mikolajczyk and the leaders
SE R Tooial Demooracy as the incarnation of the "Third Camp." liore and
tendaney a«wroi,heu thestandpoint of support of imerinlism as "the

i5 the rrosram of the Shachtmanites ties its sup-

los 510 TS
wo Lo ’ the as the p“o"rcn of Cannon tics his supnorters to

To be sure, the nrogram of each of the above groups has contra’ictory ele-
zents in the uﬁ“r1n01olnd scromile to attraset supnorters. On the one hand, although
annon's program is mainly that of supnort to Stalinism (i ith, of course, the neces-
ary Yerit icisu', without vhich it would be useless to the uB:lln‘"b"), by his
r Party nol ry ho also nanages to retain o foot in the imperialist campe On
other 1°vd, althoush Shachtrian continually vezrs toward imperialism, he has a
' >alinist comp by his spreading the myth of Trotsky as the mein fighter
nism ~and proctically by his advocating for France the combination of

t and Stalinist Cl—SL—CGT govermment. But with the develonment of the
a hot wor gituntion Tn* 1ines vill become cloarer and the basic ten-
uhﬁ Trotsky lzadership will be, with Cannon for Stalin, with Shacht-

foo<y in order to provent war, fomorrow to put an end to a war that nay
pite all efforts, we must rallv the “ﬂrkers of the world te the extent

break out das
of onr ability around the "1ﬂ~ﬁ.: Apainst both ca witalism and Stalinism, For Viorld
samoerotic orers! Rule, and as a first means of attaining this g al we must over-
cona thz Trotchyist snares zhich ara preveanling the most advanced workers from
ACTINg we a revolub lonary wnolicy,

Thom2s F. Harden
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WD MROTSEYITT PQLICY OF INDON™SIA

The officizlly aimsd at the Soekarno govern-
na

.
L

ment, but in reslity asainst ths a nszes last Dacembar (1948) has

onca sonin {orn off tha libheral vanas t2rn imm=2rislism which has bean

uint ant broz-n Dutch attack
3 2

2 asta
reesntly talking in terms of "fraadom for 3ll meonlac within tha United Fations."

™is bhrntol Duibzh colonial acsault has engenierz2d such tremandous ressant-
mant smorne s Kars ewvaryvharz, that even *hs revwrissrntatives of tha other
irmaritiict rovars ara comm t

9
alled 4o maka2 a nrazeuze of "'onwesition” in order
to covar un tholr fundarmental sunort to the Duteh imreriaiists.

32 in »oint
to be < ravoluticunary de=-
atten-ts to schieve 1lib-

n the (anno: Trotskyite organ "The Militant®™ of December 27, 1948, there is
vresznted an erticle by Josenh Tanssn entitled 'Fow the Allisd Tu:°T12¢]StS 3rought
tha 'Pour Freedoms' to Indonssia.” This articls »uts forward two fundamental
fruots which are comnon knowladae amone revolutionary minded workerse The first
is that the imerican immarislists have besn

tha »rinecin2l sumort to the Duteh
robher gang in its afforts to ma2intain and exterd its domination ovaer Iv.onesins
It choms how after August 1945, vwhen thz war situstion with Javan formally term-
inatsd, amarican arms, munitions and sumvlias were sant to tha 3ritish and Dutch
to’ dzlw them fight the Indonesinn masses. It mentions the Americen immerislists'
refusal or ths othor hand to furnish war material to the bourg<ois Indonasian
'ravublican? leaders. «:@n the bourgeois Iundonssian Renublic orotestsd the am-
aricen aid to the Dutech leaters, t7 s then 32eratary of 3t¢ate, James F. 3yrnes,
cynically ord=ared the ramovel of the labsl ""ads in th2 UeSe .« from American
viaapgons s:mt to tha Dutch. Millians of dollars in lend laass, credits and now
in Marshall Plan 3id hava bazn sant to the Dutch 2nd4 nct a »anny in all this time
to tha bourgeois Indonesian liaderse Ths . srican Stats Devartment intervensd

in Indonzsi= to szcurs "trucss nsaedad by the Dutch and various withdrawals and
rztreats of Indonesian troows into m-r2 vulnsrable wositions.

Ths UsSe govaernmant also usaed the Unitaed F-tiomr talk-shov to divzrt the at-
tention of thes massas to the dinlomatic hocus vocus of c¢aasz firs ordsrs, con-
cessions, trucsas, atc., to enable tha Dutch systamatically to »ranar:s thair
military efforts to erush the rebellious In’onasian misssase “ven after tha
Duteh launched thsir assault in flagrant viclation of zven tha United Fatior
Mrasolutions® tha Amaric~r end Dutch immericlists sit side by siia tod-y to forge
n militarvy nllianes in “astarr Buroma so thot addition~l aid can »2 arranesd for
tho Duteh armed forea2se In the nbovae-mentioned Trotskyite article, the genzral

licy of i crican immarialism is indicatad in this rasnacte

*™e Pruman idminigtration is interested in vrotecting 3ig
Business holdings in the fabulously rich Dutch Bast Indisseess

“3esides this, the Truman idministration follows a cenemal ool-
icy of backing reaction in the Par- Bast as it does elsewhore,
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In Cxina it has been Chiang Kai-Shek's dictatorshin,

in Indo~Clin2 ti's Pronch colonial tyrants, and in Indo-
nesia the Dutch imrerialistse In addition, it counts the
Duteh as allies in the “rojected war on the Soviet Union
and consequently wishes to strensthaen them.® (Ibid, ». 2,
Emvhasis in original.)

It is a»varent from the above anslysis that the Trotsky leadsrs ars fully
aware of the role of the American impariclist government. A struggle by the mas-~
ses for livsration in any cormer of the world is a threat to American immerialism
dus to the latter's vpenatration averywhere within the structure of canitalist
exnloitations aexisting military and administrative forces uvholding this struc-
ture therefors must ba stren~thened and vrotscted by the Americen banitars and
caitalistse In Indonssia it is nct at the momant a »nroblam of the strugeie of
the messes but rather a nreventive measura of the Dutch immsarialists to consol-
idate thair militery nosition ae2inst the masses. Thasz vunitive measures ars
dasi-nsd to wine out smy centars of ovnosition to Dutch colonial rule and to break
th2 back of =ny Irdonasiaen movamint for 1 long time to comes Without the staady
stream of amarican dollars =snd military eguivment the Dutch immarizlists cculd
not me2intain théir mositions Indead, as “his Amarican aid is the »rasent main-
stay of ths 7mtceh lesdsrs, it iz inconceivable that oner-ations of tha magnituds
of those c~rri=d out in Indonasia could be nlammaé without the sacrst conniv-
2nce of thz American immerialists.

»s tha Trotsky lazderc know thnt the fundamental 2ffinity of immarialist
interasts dictates Awzrican suwnort to the Dutch leaders, what is the Trotsky-
its live in this snhor2? This lins is embodied in a rzousst by J-mes P. Cannon
on th: first wa»a in tha sams issus of The Militant quoted above, addrassed to
———=the Amoricen imwsrialist govarnmentd

"In July, 1947, in the mame of the Soeialist Viorksrs' Party,
I roquastaed you to take back the american L-nd-L2-se egquivment
the Duteh cnlonial dasmots wers using at that time a=inst the
Irdonasians. Inst22d your idministration continued to aid the
itch imwarialists, thus mekine nossiblz the crimes thay arez

now committinge 1 agzin csll unon you to immadiately withdraw
2ll »olitic2l 2nd matsrial suowort from the Duteh. This means
not maera susmwension of th= I%:rshall Plan iid to the Dutch East
Inli2g8, but comolste susn=snsion of all aid to the Dutch imwerial-
istse™ (I™id.)

This Trotskyitzs tslaoravhic aopeal to Prgsident Truman ersates the illusion
that it is wmoasible for th2 American Govarnmaont to ston aidine the Dutch immer-
ialist robdars when it is in the formor's fundsmental interasts to contimue such
aid in ona way or ancthar. This tyvs of chloroform has bean paddlad by the
St=zlinists and S2cial Domocrats for vears. Its wurvwose is to imbhuz the workers
with the notion that thay can »rassur2 the a2gents of the class zsnemy to act on
bahslf of the worksrs. Litter writing to canwitalist statusmon divarts attantion
and sn-rgy to = field harmlass to ths cavitalistse Tra2 Trotsky theoraticians
might argue that their “class ctrugels? smeal to Truman is rcally a form of ax-
vosura, that they thems-~lves r221ly hev: no illusions on how tha American Govern-
ment will acts Iw that casz, thz Trotskyites ars oracticing double bookkeaving
with th2 workcrs as has bson don2 for yoars by all ths onmortunist organisations



«13-

within the vanks of the workins classe .here illusions axist that the caoital-
ist government can be “rassured to act in the interests of the workers, the Trot-
sky linae helws to uphold them. Mar from exvosura, the immlicit assumntion in
wolitical double bookkeening is that the masses are too stunid to understand the
truth so that it is necessary to cater to their beli-f in falsehoods nrovagated
by their enemiess That this mwolitical double face is a regular stock in trade
with the Trotskyitas can be seen in the fact that in Hansen's article it is noted
thet th: irtarests of the American immarialists corresnond with that of the Dutch
immerialistes, whereas the concrete line »~rowcsed in Cannon's article is an an-
nzal to thz imerican immerialists to withdraw aid from the Dutch colonial bosses.

Te sascond moint raisad in Yansan's article relates to the basically reaction-
ary mclicy nursued by the ruling c:lonial bourgeois clique hea’ing the Indonesian
govaernmente This is stated in no uncertain terms by Yansens

"The Indonssian canitalists and their »olitical renresantatives
basr 2 big share of rasmonsibility for ths succass of the Dutch.
18 2arly as Octobar 1%, 1945, The !Militant notad that "It is
galf-gvidant that Dutch immerialism »nlans a frightful blood-
lettine in Java to ret=2in their hated colonial rule..sThe Indo-
nesian meomnls arse »Hutting u»n a strong bYattls for their freadom,
but already thare are serious sigmc of waskness in the nation-
alist leadsarshins' 7/2 revorted trat the head of the Indonesian
nationalists, Dr. Soekavno, 'issued diract orders to Indonssians
in all swheras of life toc cooneratz with the illied occuvation
forces"™ {Ibid, ve 3.} ‘

Th2a colonial bourgecisies form a link in the immarialist system and darive
their sustsnance by exnloitation of the colonial masses. The nativs zxnloiters
may diffor at timas with the imnerislist overlords on ths shars of wrofits but
thaesz differences ars always subordinatad to thz: nsz2d of safeguarding the sys-
tem of sumloitation as a wholee. This s»ells unity of the immarialist bourgeoisis
with tiza coloninl bourgeoisie against the revolutionary vrolatariate The rozd
for ranawed immarialist intervention in Indonasia vas vwavad by tho Indon2sian
bourgeois govarmmint when it conducted military ovorations against militant sec
tions of the masses with a viow toward driving out 'Communism.”" A genuins strug
~la 2g2inst the immerizlists con only bs conducted on 2 revolutionary basis led
Dy tha vrolatarizt 25 Hanson knovs and showss

Hanszn ¢oncludas his criticism of the Indonazsizn bourgsois lsaders with the
following mor-=l:

"Tha Indon2csian veonls will hava to build a new l2adershion,
one c¢ansbl: of succassfullxmuiding 2 revolutionary struggls,
This can coma -nly from tha Indonesian workine class." (Ibid)

Herz is a3 claar uneouivocal racognition of tha reactionary mosition of the
colonial bourgeoisia and the nicassitvy t~ build a »rolatarian »arty in Indonesia,
with a ravolutionary nolicye. But this is what tha Trotskyita2s say in words.
what is dona in deads is somnthing 2ntirnly diffaront. In the same telogram that
Cannon sant to Truman w2 find the followine senteanc:, which raveals the ossence
of the 2rotskv wolicy:
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"I ask you instead to 2xtend full aid to tha Indonessian »eowmlo
in thair whollw Justifiod strugglz: for fra:dom and indewsndencae™
(Ibid, De 1-)

whom doas Cannon mean by th~ Tndonasian ™2ovnle® This is clearly indicated
in anoth>r statom-mnt in th2 sam2 issvr of "Tha “ilitants® M"American labor,
actingin its own intar=sts, must vigorously intarvens to suonort the ammaal of
tho Indonasisn Reonublic for aid in its struegls against the Dutch imwsrialists.’
(Ivid, my smohasis-LM)}

Tha Indon=sian neonle and tha Indonasian bourgiois government ars idanti-

eds 4sctually *full 41d to the Inlonssian ocovla' as Cannon advocatad in his
le2grem to Truman means full siovort to the governmant of Soskarno and Co., tho
travars 2nd cabotaurs of th2 strugels of the Tndonssian masszs for irndepzn-
dzncae Thus th? raal substance of th: Trotskyit: lins on Indonisia ist suvwert
to thn bonkrupt coloninl bourgooisise It is amoaront that tha analysis of Han-
sin on the vorfidiocus role of tho Indoneosian bourgroisia ig mirs comouflasz: for
Cannonita suomort to this rzactionary forcze Tha maninulations of th: Jrotsky
lzaders on this quastion assum? 2 coneistant »attarn.

7hirsas Hanson shows that th: Amcricarm immarialists heva been building un z2nd
dsfon?ing the intaraste of ths Dutch cnlonial rul:s sinee 1945 in Indonesia, Can-
non, b his =2mwm2al to Trumon, fostars th2 illusion that it ig vossibl: for thz
Amarican immoarialists to povirse their stand and withdrau aid from the Dutch im-
nerialistse. ‘hereas Hansar shows that the whols moliey of the Indonesian bour-
gecisie since 1945 was basad on fear of the masses and consequantly naved the way
for the Dutch ravressions, Cannon calle for aid to this Indonesian bourgeoisia.
+hers Hansen acknowle’ees that a »rolatariarn verty alone can emancinate the Indo-
nssisn toilers, Cannon zaddressss anveals to the imerican imnerialists ané to their
lahor agents, the [urrays, Graens and Lawisese. (Ibid, ». 1}

That the Protskyits leadershin can not offer 2 correct line on tha Indonesian
gitunticn is avidanced by its double-crossing game with the workers under its in-
fluomece. If th: Trotskyitss ware in a ohysical vnosition to intervama tfirst hand,
they would b2 aiding the enslavars of the Indonesian masses through thzir lins
of sumnort to ths colonial bourseoisine Only a ganuin2 ravolutionary leadarship
can nrovide both the corrzct undorstanding and th: nrograem for the emancination
of th2 Indonasian workars from the domination of their immarialist and domestic
axnloitars,

rawrence lfarshall

Dzcembzr, 1948
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AFD TEEIR TROTSKYITE SUPPORTERS

The Nationalisation Fraud

Mo 3ritish Labcour Government's nationalisation schemes have been pre-

y the canitalists and many volitical leaders within the working class
» towsrds socialisme In actual fact, this nationalisation means the
d ncentration of canital and the rationalization-of industry in the
canitalism as 2 whole in 3Britain.

o

on
s of

“ither decrenit industries which vrivats cavitalism has drained and exvloit-
izt of coilwose, or such enterorises as ~re czlculated tc imorova

th: wriv.te economy, ars nafionalised. This is demanded by the interests cf
coitalism 28 2 wholee In foct the very survival of British ceanitalism at ths
nd of the late war demanded thnt those vrivate industries which were in ef-

fact i:nmsring c~mit-lism s 2 whols should bs nationalisad.

Thz =reh rezctionary revresentative of canitelism, the ToryiWinston Church-
11l, sta*tad in ths Houss of Comrons on August 16th, 1945:
"The national cwnershin of the 7Zank of England doss neot,
in my oninion raisz sny mattar of nrincinla.esssThar? arse
imortont azxommlzs in th: Unitad St~ tns ~nd in our Dom-
inions of centrnl banking inastitutions.” (Iy omohnsis-i™)

The Tery dishard Churchill h=d no objrction to tho nation=lisation of the
3mk of “negland, he sew it was in thg intarssts of British cavitalism.

At tha tima of wrl*lng, the British Labour cnoitalist govirnmont hos na-
tionnalieg~d tho ccal industry, 2lactricity snd conl gns suonli2g, ths railvays =nd
cartain othar br=nch'q of transwvort, civil ~viation, ths Bark of Engl-and, raw
eotton buying, ¢1bla and wiralrss, and vow has turnnd to th- fi2ld of iroun end
st3-1 »rocduction.

Tha conl mining industry wag th- first it m on thae Lahour Party's vrogramms
for nation~ligation. Th2 3British coal industry has b»m drclining for y2ars,
in fact botvzan 1942 2nd 1945 1t was subsidised by the govarmment to the ox-

t vt of L27,500,000. 1In ths L-bour Barty's ovn Tordss

"On lst Janusry 1947 tha nation took ovr =n industry
which had ban dsaclining for 2 gnarations Batminn
1819 and 193¢ menmovinr daclinta by 400,793, yaarly

outout f£:11 by 55 million tons, co=l 2xworts £:11 by
47 million toums." (Thza L-bour Party "3v~akors' Hand-
book" 1948-C%.)

As a rasult of th: chaos in the 3ritish minine industry tha vhola of cap-
it=2list vroduction vas sufforive. The foilurs of the orivetely owmnad coal in-
dustry to suonly ~nough fusl to m22t ths rrquirsmenis of 3ritish industry +as
sarkams the chief aconomic domastic wroblam which faca:déd th: ruling class in 1945,



In vise of this situation thn 3ritish canitslist class trrough ths Labour Gov-
ornment oaid the colossal sum of %60,000,000 to th- oomors of ths land on  hich
coal is minad and nroceaded with tM¥c natdonalisztion and reorganisation of the
mining sector of British economys

The nationalisation of stesl was an item on the Labour Party's slection
nrogramme in 1945 and is at the time of writing the only industry on that oro-
aramma "Let us face the future" which hns still to be nationalised. The stesl
12tionalisation bill is being "debated” in Parliament. The decrenit condition
>f ths stesl industry can be seen from tha following informations

"Although st3al is one of the foundations of the 3British
aconomy, the basic plants had for scme yzars recaived in-
adequate maintenance and little modernisation. it tha znd
of the war, the industry was inaefficicnt by contemmorary
stand~rds, althcugh a small smount of nr canacity wns
highly ~fficisent." (From th2 U.S, Stat> Dinartm rt Rovort
cn thr Tmitzd Kingdom's Part in thz Burovncan Racovary Prog-
rom, 1948.)

Th= British automobile industry has long suffarnd as n rosult of high

EY
rices wnd shortagas of st23l. Lord Muffia2ld, British auto magnatn, daclared in
sioast 1956 g

"Tha vrasant stats of affairs is disgracaful. Unlzss thhy change
thair mathods I will go so far as to s~y vz will buy sthal
outsid2 this country. I only vish I wars yvoungars I +ould
snt un 2 sta3l vlant in this country =rd put thom out of
busin~ss."

Nnationnlisation of stesl is obviausly rocuirad and damandsd by cavitalism
a5~ vhole, dunr to the dovalommant of tha war situntion, with the cons2quant
goaring of tha vholr accunomy for var, tha wrimaey of this industry is recognisad
by th2 Labour eovorrmint.

Basicnlly ths sam” nrocnss vaz ¢2rriad out in th: othar nationnlisad irdvs-
tri~rsy PFor xammla, on th2 qu-stion of thz nationslisation of tha roilways,
[l
4,

“hurehil) stated as far back as 1918:

"So long ~g the railvays v=ra in vrivate hands thev might

bs usad for immodincta profite In thn hands of thy stats,
nowaver, it might bs wist or axnidisnt to run thom 2t 2
Joss if thev dsvalornd. industry,placed the trader in close
contact vith his mirket, and stimuiatia drvnlonminte?

(1% ~mohasis - A7)

If it ver2 ~ fnet, as th» opnortunists claim, that thour P-rty nationalisa-
tion tas n stav tovards tha sbolition of 3ritish canitali 2 could rest assured
t%“t the British cavitnlist class vwould not havye sat c“'mlv by and =2llowaed ths

stionalisaticon laws to bz mosssd in thair Parliamante Thrcatenad vwith actual
,xﬁronilatlon, th> canitalist cless, like all othor 2xnloiting cl<ss2s, racorts
to foreas Of cours? it tas nacassary for tha Tory narty as th2 rightist roore-
srntatives of tha rulineg clsss to conduct » sham ommosition to the mationali-~
sation mizssuras both in th> Houss of Commons 2nd in thair official nrass. OQns
of thz offzcts of this sunnosadly anti-nationmlisntion noise as to snsurs more



f vourabla tarms to the ovnars of 2nt rnPis-~s sensiul~d to be turnad ovser to tho
cwitalist stata,

Ths tyms of "nublic" ovmershin carrizd out by th> Labour gov-oramant s not
7 nevw phanomanons For yoars local municipaliti~s have ovmnd watar, gas and lsc~
tricity sunnlins in soms araas. In Birmingham thare exists Municival bankini;
ths Post Oftice {which includes wireless transmission) and the Lordon Passengsr
Transvort Board have baen "nublicly" owned for yearss Herbert orrison, min-
ister in the Labour goverrment, once claimed that the Tories,” by this form of:
Bublic” ovudrshin, “had” achiagved mors ."sheialism® than the Lad%our Party in the past.

The volicy of the Lavour Party on nationalisation is a3 volicy of direct suvo-
2.rt% to owrivately-owned sconomy - the basic form of economy in Englands Ths for-
©r privats ownars of nationalised industry are relisvsd of the task of adminis-
txzring their antarmrisese Thoir invastments 2ra ramoved from the risks within
thd comnatitive privata economy and thitr commansition and intsrest is »=2id out
from the Traoszsurye. Thelir financial holdings arz now backed by Govirnment sccur-
ctys  Tois is simmly double-cntry bookksening. The Traasury oays out to the
Jarmor ommérst Aividands in th: form of intarast on stats bonds which thay hold
25 com xnsation for losing their industriasse Profit from the newly nationalisad
industriass goes back to tha Troasury to haln fill tha gsps mad: by tha vaymont of
comnznsation and intarnst to th~ formar ovmars, vho rainvost thoir cavit-l in
thay £i21d of nrivatn 2éonomy.

To ripras~nt this titanie financial swindla as boing in the intarasts of
the workers is blateant chnorlataenisme It goas without saying that th» Labour Par-
ty burocracy sa2lls this swindla to tha trade unione and othar :-ork:rs organisa=-
tions ns "Socinlism" and sucen:ds in shcuring sunmort amorg thoms

British Trotskvitas and Canitalist Fationalisation

T2 Ravolutionary Communict Party of Britsin (Trotskyitas) oursusd a »olicy
of "Lahour to Pownr" in the 1945 Gansrel Tlaction and aftar tho aslactions ~dontod
tha lint of "critic~l" subnort to th2 Labhour Govermmant. vhat is ths attitud-
of thz Trotsky l-=2d2rs tovard th: nationnalization suindlo?

Tht "Socialist Anwnnal" official orzan of tha R.C.”. for January,1948, under
th: he~dlinss "For Workars' Control of Transvort™ ran an articls by SeJe 3id~
vr21l vhich commaencad =3 followss

"On January lst th: Railway industry bascams nstlonalisad.
This nvont is wolcomad by th» roilvay workers and tho
artira trad> union movimint....Th: Naticralisation of trans-
nort undcubt2dly constitut:s 2 orogr2ssiv: stive' (Soc-
inlist &»p2nl, Jenuary 1948. My smohasis - A?)

By stating, —without commznt, that th~ railvay workars and tha sntire trads
union movomant "rolcoms® nationnlis~tion of transoert, Bidw-~ll obviously infarg
that he is in agrasment with such *valcoma” to tha Labour Party's nationalisation
schamae In fmct h? zo2s on to rafer to ths molicy of stabilising 3ritish canital-
iom ~s "3 prograssivs stane” After 2valuating nationalisation of tho Railways
as nrograssiva and thus tying th: Trotskylte vorkar to tha Lz2bour leadsrs' fraud-
ulont capitalist gam~, Bidwsell is fore:d to odmit that th~ workars must havi no
"illusions® that industry vill b2 run in th~ir intarasts.



"Railvay vworkarseselock forward to 2 now 2re in vwhich their
standnards w1l net b2 maintainad 2t the mrassnt lo~w lavals

in ths intnrasts of nrofits But the =orkars must hova no
1llusiong that nationnlisation ~utomstically maans that in-
dustry i1l b2 run in thair intarastss” (Ibide ¥y ammhasis «iP)

In vhos? intarasts then will nationalissd industry be run? The answer which
3idwell avoids giving is that nationalised industry in a cavitalist state is al-
savs ovarated in the interest of canitalism and bourgeois Britain constitutes
23 2xcention. It follows from Bidwell's own statements that ths Labour Party's

“ionalisation schemas are corried out not in the interests of the —arkars but of
*"3 canitalists, and that to 1absl those schemes as “vrograssive® is tomislaad the

TTLITS e

iftsr hnilineg nationalisation of the railvays as a Progressive sten Bidwell
s 'mits that nationalisstion of the railways in Garmany, South Africa and France
11 not make nany fundemental diffarenc2 to the conditions of tha vorkars, 2nd the
sama will ba truc in 3ritzing

"Instand of individual ownershi» tha canitalist celass ac
g whols will omn tha railways and othar maans of trans-
vort" (Ibids. Emoh~sis in orizinnl - i7)

This stztmant is true to fact arnd thsrzfore vwa most ~mmh-ticslly go on rec-
rl as condomning any nromagands that this can bo considared in any way orogrns-

siva for tha vorlterss In outlining tho fromavork of nationzlisation of tha rail-

o

3ys Bidrall rocognizas that

".«sthe sharzholdors are to racaiv2 nanormous commansation.
¢1,024,000,000 is ths sum to b~ nald irn the form of Govarn-
mint bondse It is sstimat-d that thig vill also »nut the
colossal sum of ﬁSO,?OO,%OO 2 yiar in tho form of intarnst
into thn wocknats of th~ sh-raholdars: vith 1l risks glim-
inatad their incoms is n-unrly thn s2m? as befora.® (Ibid.)

L vary "“orograssiva" stev indqod - for tha sharzholdzes!

%Whils uvholding th2 basic orincinle of nationalisation, 3idwall uses *rav-
vhionary" damands te nmrovida 2 suear coating for the bittar »ill of summort
.v Babour Party naticnslisation, Hn Aamands that:

",..th2s2 aight holdars vho otm ovar 2 million wmounds
aach, and th2? ton thousand vho ovnm mor» than #19,000
sach, mit ba sxmronriatad.” (Ibid.)

This linz for tha »xwronriation of =2 groun of c<»italists by th2 canitalist
lass, in this casa tha railvay sh~rsholdsrs vho hold abovs 2 cartein amount of
tzck, has nothing in common with 4 ravolutionary vrolatarian attitude. Tho ax-
romrintion of the vhols eanitalist class is thz nrogram of ro=l ravolutionariase
Pivall Mamands® that ths bi~ r=ilway sharsholdars ba axvoropristed. Exnronri-
2t by Thom? His ‘silance orn this =moint can only mran the sugeastion that the
abour Govarnmant should ~xoronriats thz big railvay snarsholdrrse Bidwall and
1 whols Trotskyitn l-acdsrshin know full w~11 th: rols of Sncial Damocracy as tha
ron of British canitalism in this 28 in eovary othor situations 3y sunvorting




Labour Party nationclisation andl ecovering un this nosition with the use of a

sgemingly revolutionary demand that the Labour lesders should axvropriate the
big railway share holders, tha Trotskyite laadars tis thair followers to ths

gwamp of Social Domocracys

This use of ths most "rovolutionary" demands as a covar for 2 raactionary
nollcy i5 5 common faaturs of tha Stalinist burceracy and is mirrorad in the
3ritish Trotskyit~ branch of Stalinism~-tho R.C.P. Bidwall concludas his articls
by maying liv sarvice to the nnyd of workars control in nationalised industry,
arothr noint vhich 3idwall "domands"™ of tho Labour fakarse The abovai-quotad
article draws attontion to the fact that Banstand, a Trmda Union burocrat, ox-
manaral sicratory of tha Fational Union of Railwaymen, now gnts naarly ﬂlOO par
~ 53K on tha Govarrmant's Transport Commission for nationalisad industry - a vary
‘mrograssive™ ston - for Banstead.

.. Bidw2ll ends his articla with th:e slogans YNo comvonsation to the big ox
STnirs,t ", orkars control of th3 industry,"” "For soislisation - not state capit-
213 rm." Vithout nointing out that thas- slogans ar» only achinvable by vorkars'

ravolution, Bidw2ll moroly usss thom as a eloak of "ravolutionary"™ vhrascology
to tie tha Trotuityite vork-rs back to basic suvmort of thz2 Labour Party's natione-
nlisation prcgramma. By hailing Labour Party nationalisation as a "orogrossiva®
st:p and nroviding in the sazme articls irr:futable evidencs to th2 contrary,
3idwell sacks to lead his follovars along the math of'eritic-l"™ suvnort to the
Lubour Party.

Thy BritishTrotskyite lzadsrshin in tying th~ vaongunrd workars to the Labour
1ad capitalist government ara f£acod with the dilemma of making tho umsavoury
dish more palatables For instancs, aftar grosting ths nationalisation of ths
minns the "Socialist Anmanl®" is faced with the vroblam of giving a lins to thosa
minars who aftar nationalisation take strike action agnainst th2ir now amvloyars
—--1+9s tha Govarnment's National Coal Boarde Tha March 1948 issua of th: "Soc-
ialist Appcal™ doaling with such a strike of minars {at Walasvood) is foresad to
forgat for tho moment its wolicy of sunwmort for Labour Party nationalisation and
states:

"In tho final analysis the mines will only be dmarated
in the intercsts of the mingrs and the vorking class
gonarally whan control has bonn taken out of tho hands
of tha N.C.Be. 2nd a2 roal socialist ol=n introducsd, in
the omzration of vhich the miners will w»nlay thair full
vart."

From tha abovae quotation sz gathor that "ths minas will only ba owearatsd in
th intorasts of thae minsrs and the working class"™ by the gdoption of a "sociale
izt nlane' Yo such "Socialist vlan® is in ongration today so it follows that at
prazant the mines ars bring ovaratad in the intarasts of ths canitalist class.
Who is to introduce this "socialist plan'® about which tho Trotskyites spanke?
Tha Trotskyita landars do not drav tha ravolutionary conclusion that a raal soee
inlist plan for industry can only be introduced by workaers' ravolutione Their
sileapca on this key voint is ~loquont, suggasting that this "socialist nlan® of
theirs is but anothar "d-mand" to b: put to ths Labour Psrty managars of British
canitalisme It is anothor atiamot to covor un basic sunwort to Labour Party
nation:lisation by tht ruse of putting forth ¥rewvolutionary" demands,

In March, 1948, continuing its wolicy of suvnort to tha Labouritsesg, the



Soctatist ioaal® dtates in an article by Vincsrnt Chdrles:

"Bvery Labour worker knows what would have been the
disastrous conssgquences had the Tories come to DPOWETreses
They (the Labour government - i™) have carried out
the nrogramma of nationzlisation &f conl, railwayvs, gas
electricity and the nationalisation of stesl is being pro-
jected for the coming sessions of Parliament. A4ll these
have been oovvosed by the Tories."

Lest this should sound too much like owen nronaganda for the Labour Party,
tha article states:

YFar from tha bastions of canitalism being overthrowm,
they remain intacte The cavitalists today ara reaping
nrofits greatar than under the Tory governments bafore the
ward (Ibid.)

Hor2 again wa have the Trotskyites first lauding th2 vnolicics of the Labour
covsrnmsnt and then asswming a critic=l nosoe by cond2mning tha groator vrofits
of ths canitalists today, which havs rasultad from tho L-bour Party nationali-
sation sch -msse.

As th2 working c¢lass in gonoral and the minasrs in particular bagin to ens
through thi smokn gernon of Labour Party nationalisation tha Trotsky laad-rs ara
forc24d mora and mors to cover up thair basic sunwort to Social Domoecracy.

"Exvarinnce is tanching tho minors that the coal bo-ord is
capit~list - not only in its commosition, but in its
nracticase™ (Socialist inmeal, Octcbar,1948.)

Trotskyit: volicy on nationalisation stands oxpossd as having two sidos.
First and basicrlly 1t gives suomortiso fhtionalisation ns "drogrissiva.” - -3n1¢dudly
it covairs uo this bosic suonort with “criticism® and “domands.® 1t calls for
workars contrel of industryd for nationalisation twithout commensation, knoving
full wall that tha Labour Party will not carry out such domands. ‘n honast rovol-
utionary puts bafore thz workaers ths exposur~ of -tha Labour Party and its cavi-
talist naticnzlisation schem2s as being roactisrmary. i genuinag revolutionary
noints cut that the Labour governmint is a2 capitalist govermmantvhiéh wovke in
tha intzrasts of th2 canitalists, not of tha rorksrs.

Quoting a Trotskyits volicy rasolution adovntad by tha National Committan
of tha Enginears' Unicn, ths 'Soccialist Anmaal™ for Cetobar 1948 rafars to it
as an "oxcallant? resolutions

"This ¥atisnal Committae considars that the nationali-
saticn of the angirecring, shinbuilding, shin-ronziring
and other basic industrias is an urgirt nocaessity. It
racognises, howavar, that tho o=ymint of commansation,
2s in th? coal and railwvay industriaes, nlocns o crio-
pling burdzn on such industriss 2t the cxnanse <-f the
v.orking classe PFurther, this committas racognisss that
in so far as tha nati’nalisnd industries ara controlled
by boards commnsad of trustad copitalist raprasantativas,
thags industriss will not function basic~lly in the
vorkars® intorasts, and lacking workars'! control, as in the



R«0Fa's the workers in these industries will suffer
the ills of canitalist societys., This committee demands,
therafora, from the Labour government that it nationalise
the enginecrine and 2ll basic industries, without comnen-
saticn, and that thess industriss be nlaced under the con-
trol of democratically aslscted committass of workers and
technicians.™ (Socialist Anveal, Octobsr 1948.)

This Trotskyite rasolution CALLS FOR nationalisation of the snginaoring in-
dustry by the Labour govarnment "without commonsation” and undar “*workers' con-
trole™ 3Basic summort for Labour Party nationmalisation is coverzd by "domnnds®™
unon thn Lobour faksrs that thay carry out 2 volicy in ths interasts of tha wor-
2rse & raal ravolutionary talls tha workars that th: actual rola of th: Labour
Party is to koo the work-~rs chainnd to cnnitslisms Thz axoosurs of Social Dame
serscy is o vital task of the ravoluticnarizs, and such 2xmosurs wust bagin with
thn 2xposur2 of the Trotskyite lzadars vho give basic summort to Social Drmocracy
=nd@ th~n Soitnlist class, :

Tho Trotskyite volicy rasolution quotnd above calls for tha nationalisationm
of an irdustry ("nginasring and allied tradas) vhich 1s not on the Labour Party
nrogrameafor imm:disto nationalisatione Tha Trotskyites struggla to outshine
t1i Lobour Party on tho2 nationalisation guastion by complaining that nationali-
sation of industrins is not nroczading fast enough! it the time of th? iustin-
*ufrfizld automodil- fusion the "Socialist Anovaal™ assarted:

"This fusion of ~Lustin-Nuffiald should b~ symbolic to : orkers
and serva to 3xart nrassur? to stiffeon ths backs of their
l2ad2rs who ara hasitant about swerdy nntionalisation.®
(socinlist ..mvanl, Kid-October 1948.)

. Last tha Trotskyite workar mey be hasitant about a dasirpa for smzedisr
nationalisation as a vhols, the"Socialist Aowaal?softans the bdblow with tha wordss

"3ut with cormolat2 nationalisation, tho intarests of tha
vorking class can only bn fully sarved 1¢ the workors,
through thair orgnanizntions, varticinats in managmont
and controls" (Ibid.)

Prom this is follows that first thnr worksars should "oxart orassura” on thair
laad1~rs vho zr~ hasitant ~bout "spaedy nationnlisatione.” Wwhen nationalisation is
accormlishrd, the Trotskyitas ndvocats that tha vorkars »artieivate in the man-
~gomant and control tvhile in tha organisations and undar the thumb of the Labour
Fokarse.

Bow ars the workers to monage and control nationalisad industry? Tho Tradn
Unions ara linkad inscvarably with the Labour Party dburocrecy, tho whole lasador-
shin of thn sxisting workars' organisstions is consciously oomortunist ,nd rould
nraveant workars from ravolutionary action. Only orilatarian ravolution'ecan bring
about workars' managemant and control of industry.e The Tratskyits loadars know
this but bafog tha workers with = myth adbout manasement and ceontrol o€ national-
isod industry being 2 vassibility through the »rasant lsbour organisations.

Binca th~ rsorgonisation of the coal industry by bourgnois natiosnalisation
has f2il2d to improve materially th= condition of tha minars, tha "Sacialist
Aoanal" for Mid-Octobar, 1948, raised the cry for increased wages and incroased
machanisation of ths mines,



"Coal cuttsrs baforas guwis! nacessiiyt=g = basic ciauusu ia Une
aconamic nolicy of the Labour governments. It roguiras ths
draring un of an overall soeialist nlan in vhich tha ronrife

entativas of the orgrnized working class movamand vould vlay
their full mart sife by side with the Govarnmant, vhilst at
211 timasremaining answorabls for their nolicy to tha rank
and filze" (Emmhasis in original - 5P) ‘

Trotskyitas concarn osvar the low c¢oal outout of natinnalised min-s is palmaed
cff unidor 2 utomian "socialist® vian (no doubt to bz "domanded" from the Labour
12~72rs) vhern tha warkaers =would olay thair FULL ®ART (in tho intorasts of in-
cr2zs2? ¢oal oroiuction we suoncse) SIDE BY SIDR with the enpitalist Labour gov-
srnmant,

Ncithar Labour Fakory nor Trotskylto Tricksrye

Advanend workers who stand in oomasiticn to Stalinism and Canitalism c¢an find
n~ goluti-m for the working class in Labour Party nationalisation and its suovort
from the Trotskyite RCe™a

Wationalisation ramrasants olainly and simoly an attemmt to stzbilise Brit-
ish canitnlism by ths Labour governmente %Wz arn against roorasontatiom of thasa
TTSCHTTAS RS AR im-any way-"mrogressiva® f£or the varkarse We ars against canit-
2lism and for axvosur:z >f tha Labour govornmante %e ar? 2gz2inst the concortunist
rotskyite leadarshiv which by its 1line -n Labour Party natisnalisati-n tiss tha
advancar workers to Soeial Demncracy and through Shcial Demoeracy to cavitalism.

Only the socinlisation »f the world's means of nroductiosn by vprolstarian rov-
clutizn can 8olv2 the mrobloms confronting the intarnational working class.
Soeialisa? promerty would ba the provarty of tha world vrolctariaty thz workaors
of avary country would particinate in thr administraticn and managoment and also
dorive full b2nafit from socialised oroovarty in =2ll narts of ths world. Vorld
rivolution is tha only tay of astablishing anything "orograessive” for ths workars,
giving vorkars control at 211 times and stages of davalowment of the cxoronria-
tione The alaction of 211 officials and m~nagement with ths right £ rac-~11 would
bo ~ b=sic vrincipls of world socislisatione

Arthur Priost
Birmingham, England
November, 1948
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Th~ Dockars! Striks of tha Summor of 1945

In I'srech 1945 a 232,220 stron~ dock strike had baen tommorarily susmended on
the voromisns bv Trads (Mmicw officisls Donovan (Labour) an? Barratt (Stalinist)
of thz Strwadorats Uulom shat a Comnittaa of Inquiry would be set un to axam-
ine ths ~arinl_sraticn of tha Fational Dock Labour Corvorations Class conscious
workars ranlizs that this sort of Committss is just an axcus: for dslaying the
struggl: a2nd viakaniue tha s»Hirit of the workers.

~ Yow thzes Trade Union loadors continuously oowosad tha workers' strika acti-
vity and vorkid in harmony with the bossas. This fundamontal faaturs was claar-
1y und:rstocd by the Trotskyit: Revolutionazry Communist Party as indicatad in
thtir romarks in the Socizlist Avmeal for Mid March 1945:

"Until a rank and f£il: loadsrshin is built, until the dock workars
lzarn to organisn asninst Union officials as wzll as bessss,
theors can navar bs commlzt: victory."

It is obvicus that 3 class strugels Jolicy in this situation vprasuovnoszs a
linz fo th~ romoval of the crookzd Trade Union officials. Yat tha coneretz Trot-
skylt: promosal to the dockars was to urgs thesz vary Union officials to organ-~
is2 for thec coming struggloi

WDOCYERSS Insist that your Exzcutivz Council cammaign and organis: forg
",e3) ELTMTICK OF TRLD UNTON QFFTCIALS EVRRY TNOC YEARS

"ee4) 57T RATR 2F PLY FOR UXTON OFPICTIALS W8 THT CRKWRS

MeeT} BCT L FLDIONAL RATK WTD PTLE COUFERTNC " (Ibid, my am»heCPS)

To t211l tha dockars to 'insist” thnt tha Labour and S5talinist leadzrs do
this, that and th~ othhr is to misl=zad th2 workars into thinking that th2y e¢on
oracssura thas: hardanzd Huracucrats into fighting against th» bossas in the wor-
kars' intarastse In this way, th> workine class is taught bo concentratz on
trvine to warsuada or forca th: Labour misl:adars to 4o jobs that c¢an only b2
donz by the workors tr-msalves. 1Incidentally, if the Trade Uniom leaders are
tforcad" into carryine out any dewmand of the workers, it is done in such a way
&8 to mislsad tha workars and saferuard the interasts of the €anitalists. This
hammenad koter when the strike reswumad and tha Labour seents of tha bosses had
occasion to use »oint numbsr 7 shove.

The line of hrine wmressure to bear” on the bosses' industrial agents is the
Trade Union countermart of the molitical iivne of 'brine nressure to bear” on the
bosses'governmentaldeents. In Trotskyita molitics this is the line of "eritical
suoncrt” to the Lahour ®a2rtye. Such 2 lire, whethar annlied in the industrial
fi2ld or in ths wmalitieal fisld dirzctly, can only hava ths affect of cornfusing
th2 workars, vrevanting a class struggle »nolicy, and thus helning ths bossss.

Ag tha worksrs begin to b2 disillusionz2d with the labour and 5Stalinist mis-
l1sadershin, th2y tand to turn t> or at least start to listen to ths Trotskyites.
3ut instszad of guidine thas2 advanced work:rs on the revolutionary »ath, the



) I

Protskyitss tia them d-ck to Stalinism or to Social Democracy. This is ev-
idenced by such slogans as "Force the Trade Union leaders to fight for working
class demands™ and "Labour to Porar on 2 Socialist Programme.”

Of course the dockars demands ware not satisfied and it was clear that another
strusgle was brewing. On the 28th of lMay, the dockars were faced with a eut in
wages (by the cancellation of the “estern Front Aersement) and this was followed
by demands and counter demands between the bosses and tha workers.

4t 2 time when the dockars should have ba2en dbusy oreanising a rank-and-file
movamsnt aeainst the Tracde Union burzaucrats in vrevaration for the coming strug-
gla aceinst the smoloyers, the R.C.? gave the worksrs tha following advice:

ATAGKS OF T DOCKERS IV THR CC IKT ®E I0D

T.sein order to combat these attacks it is immerative that ths
workers insist that the E.C.'s bresk thz fetters of ths indus-
trial trucz and turn ths Trada Unions from a»nendages of ths
emmloying class into fighting organs of the working class."
(Socialist Apmeal, Mid-July, 1945.)

48 ve sa2, on the very ave of tha resummtion of the strika, tha Trotskyites
wara nrsaching ralianc? on th2 labour lisutenants of thz eanitalist classe Tha
lin> was to 'insist" the E.Ce. do this, "d2mand" th=2 bureaucrats do that. Wwith
taz same braath, ths RC® was calline for a national link u»n of tha rank
d filc committ:ns. This languags gav2 2 ravolutionary sound to the Trotsky-
itz 1linze which in 2ffact was to 1limit the actions of thz workars to tha ¢onfines
s2t by the Tred- Uzion burzaucrats. Fistory has always shown (2c this striks
has) th2t whon ap organisation usa2s both revolutionary soundinz slo-ans and ra2-¢-
tionarv slog2ns, tha latter corctitutes the lirns whila the formar sugar coats it
for the militant workers. Ragardless of the amount of influznca that tha Trot-
skyitas aetually had among tha dockers, thav must sharz this rosnonsibility for
enz2bline th2 Tradg Union 1l-adars onee aez2in to fool th2 workers in thz intarests
of th2 bossase

It is immortant to nots that sven the Trotsky c¢2ll for a national rank-and-
fila 1ink un was not vwolitically dafincd. Thars was no indication 2ithar bo-
forshand or subsaquontly, that a rank-and-fils movament rcequirss corrzct noliti-
cal lzadorshine. NO IMATTRR WG MILITANT, anv othnr lradershin is bound to fail
and will oro%ahly batray th2 workars., what was roquirad by th- massis was 2 rank-
and-file movamant led by comrades nolitically clzar as to the natur- of th» strug-
712 and as to th2 natur~ of th2 Labour and St2linist l2adnrshi». 3ut todav this
m3ans also awaranass of thz rola of thosg- 'laft-wingars" (Trotskyite and othor-
w7isa) who mr2ach 2ith2r ralianc2 on the burzaucrats or militancy without wolit-
ical elaritye.

- — - - - an e

“ithin a2 fow days after tho resummtion of tha strike, ths Labour Government
{217ctzd with thz2 snthusiastic heln of tha R.Ce?e amone othars) intervened as a
strike~braaksr by sending troows into the Surray Docka to unload shinse Ths R.
C.™s rimortad in the Soeialist Aomweal of iugust 1945;



"™ fact that thzir ovm Tleion lzadars oowmos? tha action of

th~ dockars condimns thas: Union lz2adzrs as raactionary buraaucratse
This axmorionen hto demonstratad clanrly to all militant

dock-zrs that thiv can exnict nothine from th: Union buraqu-

~ratg. It is this r-alisation thot hes causzd tha dockors for

ths first tim> to form a rank and fil2» committo2 and to gc4ablish
contact with othor work:rs t“roushout the country. The ®ro-
orassive Comrittan is an 2¥e2llsant stam in the right diraction

but its basis must H2 2xtendcdess "

T2 vt tha word of thh Trotsuy writars for it! iccording to thh Trotsky
tars, the miliiant dockers war? <warz of th: rractionary linz of th2 1-:ad-
irghine Vnat thon should the stratagy ba?  The sama artiels continuos:

)
(4
e}

T.eeto fueilitata this and at tha sama tim» create a national
consciousness smongst the dockurs, thes dockars should instruct
the Uwion la~ders to c11l a2 conferznceeeethe ToU. loaders widl
t~y to avoid this damehde...' {Ibid)

Crce azein we meat with the wrnicious idea that the T.U. ls2dershiv can
ba "foreed” to act asainst their emmloysrs--the bossass The affect of the
Trotaskv line could only be to tie the dockars to t r traitorous leaderse

ioreovar, tha Progressive Committas is hailaed as 2n 2xcall:nt stan in the
rieat ;xr“ctlon. ‘There is not 2 sin~la ~ffort at »olitical criticism zither of
tha P,0, or of 1ts mamb:rs individuallye. 4ll the X.C.?. Jemands of the Com-

mitte: is militancy, not wmoliticel clarity.

This divarsion of a2ttention from —olitical linss was not accidental, and
was cousistantly develonad in the Trotskyita nrogram for this strik:. Tha abovs
yuots¢ articla statas that *Tha bossse ara mrovoking the dockars, ths dockers
only answar c¢on ba thorough orsrinisation and »nremar:idnasse?  {Ibide)

£ the matizr. Orgxnlsatlon in what form? Under whom?

i molitie=l 1ina? “hat the docekzrs, and thz Prograssive

Committana, nnadad st £ all a2t thef{ time vas ranid and concentratzd vnolitical
4ucation on thz truz naturﬁ of their strueerla and of th=z rols of tha L bour

g t7 2 3talirists and the Tradz Urion l-adasrs. Tha molitical euidanco fur-

ni;hed by the Trotckyvit-s consicstnad in x> ortine thr dockars to "Damand that the

Labeour Goverrmant foree thz 2maloy2re to conecds the doeckirs' “amands.”?

e-f-O

P

Tiz yanswrr of th» Labour Govazrnm:nt was to us2 troomwec to braak the strike.
*lrarly axmosing th: unaltarably reoactionarv natura of the nolitieal
al aewnts of tha canitalist clinss, the Trotskyitas fod the workers

s
~vaming of wrolztarian struegl: could ba »ressurad to act

ot
Wi

ko strikz dzv~lonad, th: 1lzad tammorarily want out of thas hands of tho old
lich=d burocrats and th Progrzssivs Committaa came to tha forze. - Naturally
at a Currect wolitical und:zrstonding, tha membars of this committec wore 22sy
for the Stolinists and othar roactionary foreco giving lin ssrvice to strike
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actions As the weeks dragged by, the Trade Union leaders (D>unovan and Co.) worked
fevarlshly to break the back of the strike. With the Progressive Committee
leading tha dockers into a blind alley, it was inevitable that the reactionary
forces would end uv victorious. After eight vesks, and after the necessary prep-
arations behind the scenes, a national conference of the Docxers was called.

The slogan that the Trotskyites had been nlugeing throughout the whole veriod
("Demand that the Trade Union leadsrs call a national conferencaﬂ)was fulfilled,
What the Trotskyitses palmed off as 2 slogan of exvosure was in rezlity a cover

for the rotten nolicies of thz Labourites and Stalinists.

“hat was the role of the Progressive Committez which the R.C.™. had hailed
28".,s2n exc2llont sten in the richt dirsetion” ? (Socizlist 497me2al, ‘ugust,1945)
Har2 is th2: answer gavan ths vary next month by the Trotsky leaders in the issuse
of their mancr of 3-wtomber, 1945y

"..eth2 casz for return to oisce work was vwresanted by tho P.C.
as a8 mzans of stransthenine the dockars' struggle by legalising
their so-¢2llad 'go slow' wolicy. The P.C. stated that at the
and of the 28 days' notice * thay would be in a bettsr nosition
to lead tha strugela. Only on this understanding did the men
2gr23 to return to works hat actually haongnad? %ithin ten
days of making this wlad~sz, the Proegrazssive Committae decided to
dissolval +.this act which is cithor a nroduct of naiwa faith in
tha DPuncvans or of undarhandz2d Stalinist worke...nz:var have wor-
k2rs shown such militancyese.only a militant lz:adzrshin based on
a2 ¢laar undarstanding w95 neadade™

Pra2eisslyd But the Trotskyites had vrevantad the *clszar undcerstanding they
sveak about by teolling the workzrs to "Domand that the L.bour Government force
tha grmloyers to concadz the dockers' “-mands,” "*instruct ths Urion leaders to
call 2 confarancs" hail the Prograssivs Committan as "an excesllgnt stev in the
right directioneese”

Instaad of warning tho worksrs =211 thz timz that tho only pmath for them was to
rzly on thair own strength, to clact molitically cloar leadsrs devoted to the
caust of the wroletariat, to fight tho Trade Union burcauerats as thze hardaned
agonts of th> bossas and th: Stalinist gang 2s th: agents of the Kremlin burzau-
cracy, to nremars the strugegls ~72inst the Labour Party Government acting as the
axacutive committas for thz bosses, the Trotsky lzadars drugead the workors with
the lina of wurassuring tha bursauvcrats. 3y this moans, the Trotsky leadars
handcuffed the militant workars and tiod "tham to the agents of th: canitalistse.

what a2r2 th2 le2ssons of tho dafz2at of th: dockars' strike? Tho lessons svell
tha ne2d for »olitical clarity among the vworkars and among their losdershine Pole
itical clarity which will »xvwos2 the Labouritis as agents of the bossaes and the
Stalin gang as aeents of the S5talin burzaucracy in Russia. Politiczl clarity
which will t2ach the workcrs to have no trust in-thos2 traitors who gannot bz
foreczd to ac2? in the workars' intarastse Political clarity which will teach the
workors to dlstrust, not only th2 dir2et asents of the bossas, but 2lso thos2 who
uniar tha covar of 'criticism” nrzach that ths nrolstariat can forcs the snemies

%28 days notice to tarminat: the agrecment. Twis was th2 1loge2l roquirement
ard it was givan by tha dockers on thi day thay rosumed work (Ce™.5)
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of ths workers to act as2inst tho interasts of the ca»italistse As the workers
bacoms disiliusionnd with tho classic2l o ganisations whose lzadershi» has ba-
trayad t“- “rolstarian struggl:, thay will turn to th2 organisations claiming
"onmesition® to tha batrayerss It is our task to nravent the Trotskyites from
tying th-s~ laftward movine workars back to the organisations they hava just
12fte That is th2? r2al lasson to ba lzarncd.

C.?. Stanton
Glasgow, Scotland
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on the conclusion of the recent Budapest trial, a storm of
“out the ~Hole copitalist worlds The Pope puolicly shed tears

; dinal instenty ond addressed a cry of dolor to yhe whole world.
“nole Cntholic world, ~rxyers rent the zir togethar with cries of !
“rom the whole hierarchy ot the condomnation of a "prince of th? Church.'
at-ry of State, Acheson and Trosident Trunan condemned the senuence of
. ~s ~n act of barbarism. In bhis article we touch on only one ?spect
ion, important though the whola matter is as ~n indication of tge grovw—
The noint we are treating in this article is the l2it motif run-
the nrotests, which vere coniined solely vo the life sentence of
“he church.! Now, in the trial thore we.e 5ix delendants, four of
t5. Dub no one from the Pope to Trunan even nentioned any of the

er cenbences, Jesrite the fact thab Ispak, the oide of the Cardinnl also receiyed
on 4caihisnl 1% sentence. To Pope and Cardinal, to Secrctary of State and Presi-
e viac evarything, the small fry nothing, deserving neither of prayer

L

This 15 easy o understand in the casz of b
o ; HAth its contemptfor the mentali

1zader.

he Catholic Churech writh its hier-
ty of the followers, and its

But o1y enough, we find that this glorific~tion of the le ader and
this those "belov exists ithin the so-called revolutionary move-
=-nts as the begimiing of 1919 civil war swert Berlin, Under the hege-

bund, a putsch was launched in vhich ten thousand workers laid
The pubsch was long and bloody and the spirit of the Spartacist

rs wes such as to move aven a bourgoois dilletante writer, Ben Hecht, to build
nole section oi nis novel "Erik Dorn" around the “heroic, nameless workingmen

h ruac.t AL the ond of this fight, the Garman Socinl Democratic leadership turned
a7 o the notisn-list bubchers the captiwred Karl Liebnecht and Rosa Luxembourge
Ureikarps ren nrocaeded to brutzlly murder the two leaders of the Spartakusbund,

2, 1919 the First Conzresc of thd Communist International met in
o o s%irring occssion.  Peonla came from 2ll over the globe and nacked
L renresontative of the Spartakusbund was nresent in the person of Hugo

: the Connress Lo order and nade thoe opening speech, From
| 1 ublishors! odition or the Selccted Torks of Lenin, we quote the
opening of woric mocting:
"In the nume of the Centrol Commitiee of the R.C.P., I declare the first Inter-

‘ Covanlst Congresg,opgn. First of 211, I will ask these —rescnt to rise
i nor of the momery of the best reprasentotives of the Third Intcrrationzls
K2r) Licbnocht and Hosa Luxemburg., (All rize.)"(Vole X pe 26)

. . e . . .
. uotLenq vora herc fron Lunin about the 10,000 slain workers, Nor did aiy of
%nc’deleﬁnu%s evan s%ggest to add Yand the workers o nerished along with the
linders,. he rocord doos not disclose that Sberlein did - i i

To the ﬁir"t‘ﬂnmt’~~ of the Corr 7}0“* P wberlein did anything else than rise,
To r irst mecting of the Comunist Internations), as thirty years later to the
[SSXDE REICIDIE)

: ~'tiv35 of the Catholic Churek nnd world immerialism in the eessc of the
condamnod ot Budnvest trd tho 1 rs oW Ve i 1, ;
: o e Budnvest trial, the leaders were everything, the follovers nothing.

[ARVERR V] $1
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