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BRITAIN

by BRIAN HERON

Labour's conference ended on November 22 not so
much with o bang but a whimper. Despite the sighs
of relief from Lobour's leadership, the story is far
from ever. The basic coordinates of the economic,
social, and pelitical erisis in Britain have already
been mapped out. (See |NPRECOR MNo.10, Octo-
ber 17.)

The mass struggle of the British working closs, com-
bined with the steadily worsening economic situa-
tion, has meant that there is no stable political solu-
tion for the capitalist class outside of a major shift
in the balance of claoss forces against the workers,
first at a political level, and then at an econemic
and social level. The pivot of the bourgeoisie's
strotegy in moving toward this shift has been the
drive to the strong state. At the same time, becouse
the economic * asis of offering broad reforms hos
Leen wiped 0 .ind becouse the mass struggle hos
hod radicaliz.ng effects within the workers move-
ment, a section of the Labour party, including parks
of the leadership, hove been forced to develop @
"left" program within the working closs. (Labour
won the lost election with a lower percentage of
the vote than it cbtained when it lost the election
of 1970.) An odditional pressure on the Labour party
in this same direction has been the porty's increos-
ingly marginal role in the strategy of the big cap-
italists.

Labour’s “left” and the Social Contract

The left within-the Labour party orose in harness
with sections of the trode-union buresucraocy, which
hod also been pushed to the left by rank-and-file
militancy. For the first time, two progroms begon

to exist within the party. The left began to project
the need for stote tokeovers of industry, workers
monagement, opening the books of the major cap-
italist companies to workers irspection, and so on.
The center and the right maintained the old course
of the British Labour party, hoping to inflict defeats
on the working class through the trode-union bureau-
cracy. The weapon developed by Lobour foced with
the capitalist crisis was the Secial Contract, an old-
fashioned veluntary woge-restraint progrom concocted
in a clever politicol monner. The Social Contract
has also fulfilled an internal function for Labour,
serving as a bridge behween the right and the leff,
simultaneously offering state control and wage re-
straint. The very vagueness of the terms of the So-
cial Controct were necessary to allow for the shifts
and moneuvers in the policy that would be required
in the struggle between the right and the left in the
party and the unions. "Miraculously, " Denis Healey's
budget presented in Movember became part of the
Social Contract. This "amendment, " previously un-
mentioned, omounted to o dole of £1.5 thousand
million to industry, the costs to be passed on to the
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working class in the form of price increases. As one
delegate to the Labour party conference remarked,
"The purpose of this budget was fo give nerve back
to manogement, but we have just spent five years
vnnerving them. "

The left at the conference

What hoppened to the left at the Labour party con-
ference? The conference, originally scheduled o
take ploce in September, was postponed until after
the election. From November 26 to 29 at Central
Hall Westminster delegates debated economic policy,
the Common Market, and many other issues. Big
challenges had been expected from the left on all
these points, But they did not materialize. Even on
the question of electiors to the National Executive
Committee (the extra-Parliamentary leodership of
the party), the left made no striking gains. They
did not even manage to unseat Chancellor of the
Exchequer Denis Healey, the cument béte noire of
the Lobour left because of his recent budget.* The
left gained one odditional seat on the party execu-
tive through the election of the new representative
of the Seamen's Union. This gives them a current
overall mojority of wo. Anthony Wedgwood Benn,
a leader of the left, polled the highest vote among
the local constituency bronches of the party, but
that represents no chonge, since Michael Foot, cur-
rently minister of employment and one of the oldest
left-wing figures within the party, normally takes
that position. The Economist, leading journal of
the industrial bourgecisie, commented: "Mr. Wilson
and his team will probably feel they have been let
off lightly." Even the resolution demanding a spe-
cial conference on the renegotiated terms of British
membership in the EEC, passed ogainst the wishes
of the Labour party leadership, meant, cccording
to the December |1 London Times, that "nothing is
fundamentally changed so far as the Market is con-
cerned and it will be next year's conference that
counts on this issue "

So what happened to the left?

The first point to recognize is that the jssue that
really dominated the conference, ond certainly the
lead-up to the conference, was the question of
whom the Labour Members of Parliament and the
party cabinet ministers will be responsible to. On
this issue Richard Clements had this to say in the
November 22 Tribune (journal of left Social Democ-
racy): "Democrocy reaches its proper consistency
only when it is intermixed with tolerance. It is my
deepest conviction that in the last five years we
have come very close to gatting the right ingredients. "
lan Mikado, left MP, platform speaker on the fssue
at the conference, showed in practice what this
mixfure means. To him fell the task of opposing on
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behalf of the leadership a proposal to make Labour's
MPs face new selection procedures in the party
branches before every election. The character of
the mixture was also clear on October 31, less than
a month before the conference, when Minister for
Industry Tony Benn and Minister of Overseas De- ,
velopment Judith Hart were carpeted for supporting
o National Executive Committee motion deploring
the fact that the government saw Fit to sanction a |
visit by the British navy to Simerstown, South Af-
rica. Wilson demanded written assurance that these
ministers would defend the line of the cabinet with-
in the NEC,

This action, declared the editors of the Times on
MNeovember 2, "suggests that there is more at stake
than three ministers stepping out of line about a
naval visit to Seuth Africa. And indeed there is.
We are witnessing preliminary moves . . . before
battle commences on the issue of authority within
the Lobour Movemant. "

Unions take a back seat

The trade unions have traditionally been the bulwark '
of the right wing within the Labour party conferences.
This situation changed when the old bureaucracy
failed to hold back rank-ond-file strugale ogainst

the incomes policy of the Wilson governments in
1964-70. That strugale was of such a pitch that it
resulted Tn a significant shift to the left in the trade-
union leaderships. In the fight over Labour party
democracy the total confusion of the left inside the
constituency section of the party was backed up by

a series of straight pro-platform votes by the trode-
union leadership. For them, the issue of the occount-
ability of MPs and ministers s abstroct at best; ot
worst, it is extremely damaging to their own posi-
tions. The bosis for the preservation of the union
bureaucracy's increased political influence lies at
least 1n part in their direct relationship to the cab-
inet. Further, such accountability within their own
organizations would represent o real danger in the
current period of mounting struggle. Finally, ac-
countability would lock the Labour leadership into

o straitjacket, thus impeding the maneuvers the
trade-union bureaucracy will have to carry out in

the difficult period ahead. >

But the real problem lies essentially in the nafure
of the shift to the left within the Labour party and
the trade unions. Two days of the conference were
taken up with discussing changes in party rules, an
issue that was carefully chosen by the Wikon lead-
ership in order to split up and defuse the left by
taking advantage of the left's political weakness,
which is rooted essentially in its failure to extend
its very partial and limited economic program into
the political arena, both within the party and with-
in the unions. The left failed even to moke on at-




tempt to forge the political instruments that would
be needed to carry out their own limited program,
based as it is on a break with the immediate inter-
ests of the bourgeoisie. The Fight for working-class
democracy within the Labour party is the necessary
extension info the party-political framework of the
desire to develop a left program for the govemment.
The left's incopacity to wage such a fight reflects
both the limits of their program and, in the final
analysis (and this is one of the things that divides
them from revelutionaries), their conception that
they should be responsible to Parliament (that is,
the bourgeois state) and not to the organizations of
the working class. |t was this conception that en-
abled Wilson to consolidate his position; he attacked
the left exactly on their weakest flank.

A twofold operation

Dealing with the left was the first part of Wilkon's
project at the conference. A second part, related
to the first, was more subtle. On the second day

of the conference Wilson declared thet the Labour
party now is "the natural party of government. "

His small majority in Perliament hes begun to look
rather more secure in view of the disarray he sees

in the bourgeois parties, which hos emerged since
the fall of the Heath govemnment at the beginning
of this year — a disarray that reflects the crisis of
the whole strategy of the ruling class. But Wilson's
statement relates to something else as well. It should
be recognized that the Labour party came info of-
fice very early aofter starting to develop its "left
turn. " The party's accession to the government of-
fered @ material base for an important renewal of
the right wing. In that semse, left MPs put their
finger on an important point when they said that
Healey's budget represented a victory of the treasury
ministry over the Labour party. Sections of the La-
baur right have attempted to find o bose cutside of
the working class and its organizations. They look
to parts of the state apparatus and the nationalized
indusiries for support in this. This situation was con-
solidated when the initially precarious-looking Labour
majority turned out to be sufficient to allow the La-
bour government to survive without facing o united
initiative in Parlioment to unseat them, ot least for
some time. The political price for such an initiative
would be very high in terms of the reaction of the
working closs. And the internal crisis of the bour-
geois parties prevents any precipitous move in this
direction by the ruling class enyway.

During the summer the Laobour party right held rela-
tively open and unchallenged meetings to organize
their offersive ogainst the left. Shirley Williams,
minister for prices, and Roy Jenkins, minister for
the Home Office, announced their intention to re-
sign if the renegotiated terms of Common Market

membership were not supported by the cabinet.

This open blackmail met with little response from

the left. Labour's recent Parliomentary victory has
reinforced the right's sirength. Second, despite con-
tinued rank-and-file combativity, the number of
strikes has dropped in the recent period (as is nor=
mal for this time of year). The trade-union bureau-
cracy hes been relieved of the sort of constant pres-
sure it was under during the summer when union con-
ferences were going on. The Trades Union Congress
was able to endorse Labour's Social Contract ot ifs
autumn conference this year, and the big struggles
have not yet begun.

The operation, then, that Wilson mounted of the
conference was aimed at attempting to win support
from the ruling class by utilizing the moneuvering
room created by o few months reldtive industrial
peace, the disarray of the Tory party, the partial
and temporary containment of his own left wing,
and the massive grant he has made to private indus-
try through the budget. He confuses the internal
problems of the Tory party with a process of rethink-
ing of strategy by the ruling class os o whole. While
it is true that there hos been some degree of break-
up within sectors of the ruling class, no section of
any significance is moving in the direction of sup-
port for Labour or support for the Social Contract.
Mevertheless, that is what Wilson s aiming for.

He would like to play a role for the British ruling
class similar to that ployed by Social Democratic
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt for the West German
ruling class. That was the meaning of Wilson's in-
viting Schmidt to the Labour conference .

Wilson hos created a small politicel space for him-
self because of the crisis of political perspactive in
both the ruling class and the working closs. That
situation could prevail for some time iF the relation-
ship of forces between the classes depended solely
on a debate about perspectives. Reality, however,
is somewhat different. Wikon has o short breathing
space; but nothing more.

State of the struggle

Recently released figures indicate that since Octo-
ber 1973 wages have risen 22.8 percent, which is
approximately 5 percent above the rate of inflation.
Despite the dire warnings of leading capitalists,
unemployment is rising only very slowly. It now
stands ot 650, 000 and is increasing at a rate of

400 a month. It has not yet affected the core of

the working class. While the bureaucrocy has moved
to curtail wage demands for the winter, the balance
sheet shows that this operation has been far from
successful . While the Engineers executive limited
the resolution that was passed to a call for @ "sub-
stantial increase" (defeating the left motion for a
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E50 per week woge for skilled members of the union
and a proportional increcse for semiskiiled ond un-
skilled members), George Smith, general secretary
of the Union of Construction, Allied Trodes, and
Technicians, has been unable so far to fulfill his
promise to the government to reduce the demand

of his union conference, which called for increases
of 87 and 109 percent. The executive of the Miners
Union felt unoble to declare its ogreement with the
produetivity deal proposed by the Nationalized
Coal Boord, and the deal was rejected by an over-
whelming (2-to-1) majority of the rank and file
when it was put to o vote. Hospital ancillary work-
ers are continuing a militant campaign that has
been going on since early summer., These workers
have not given up a struggle perspective, despite
their very weak economic pasition. All these ex-
amples indicate that the milifancy of the working
class is far from having abated: in fact, everyone
still expects a large woge explosion in the spring.

Secondly, we should note the attitude of the ruling
class toward the Labour government and its Social
Contract. It can best be judged by the recent ac-
tion of the employers' organization in Britoin, the
Confederation of British Industry (CBl). On Novem-
ber 22, o week after Healey's give-away budget
was announced, it refused to issue any guidelines
to its members as to the type of settlements that
should be made with trade unions. Mr. Bateman of
the CB| declared: "Unless we are given more help
by the government, our powers to resist wage claime
are limited. " The level of trust between the govern-
ment and the employers was further eroded when
Labour's reaction to this was to propose "fining"
through the official pricing system, the Price Code,
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employers who granted “inflationary woge settle-
ments. "

Wilson's maneuvers, inside and outside the Labour
party conferances, grow out of the political weak-
ness of the left and the paralyzing relatiorship of
closs forces faced by the ruling class. The maneuvers
cannot come fo represent any new strategy for the
ruling closs. While it is true that the ruling cless is
watching developments in the Tory party with anx-
fety, its central aims have not been abandoned.

The economic farmula for capitalism developed by
the Wilson government between 1954 and 1970 and
later consolidated by Heath — that of framsforming
British copitalism around the leadership of industrial
capital and turning it toward the Common Market

— has yet to be capped with the appropriate polit-
ical formula, a formula that would be capable of
substantially altering the relatiorship of forces with-
in the society against the working class. In the pres-
ent British social and economic context, this means
the development of the strong state.

As the economic situation wonens and the workers
move into the struggles of late winter and spring,
the present paralysis of immediate perspectives for
the bourgeoisie will develop into desperation. Such
a situation, which everyone agrees is virtually in-
evitable, will shatter the present right-wing equi-
librium within the Lebour party. Whether Tt s pre-
cipitated around the question of o wage freeze or
the question of the Common Maorket, the crisis of
Secial Democracy — intensified by the experience
of a workers upsurge combined with a coming wor-
sening economic situation — has only been tempo-
rarily delayed; it has not been averted.

TOO HOT TO HANDLE

One of the biggest scandals in an overall miserable
performance by the Labour left at the recent porty
conference was the left delegates’ total failure to
toke up the question of the new anti-Republican
lows. These include banning the IRA in Britain and
making it @ punishable offense to carry banners or
signs supporting the aims of the IRA or to collect
money for it. The state now has the right to expel
from Britain anyone it suspects of engaging in IRA
activities. Police power has been extended dramat-
ically; the police now have the right to hald people
for one week without charges, with the permission
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of the home secretary. These new measures, enocted
after the Birminghom bombings {see INPRECOR,
MNo.13, November 28), have precipitated a wave

of police raids throughout Britain. Twelve people
were still being held on December 2 after o week-
end “roundup" November 30-December 1.

The new laws have been used as an excuse bo raid

left organizations in general. In the Birmingham area,
houses of supporters of the |nternational Marxist
Group, British section of the Fourth Intemational,
have been raided and documents have been taken.




One of the few comments about the new lows at
the Labour conference came from Joan Richardson,
left-wing MP for Barking constituency. She said
that the new laws made "many of us deeply unhappy. '
Why? Because they could be used against "colored
people” or other political groups. After all, she
warmed, we will not always have a Labour home
secretary. Those in the internment camps of the
Morth of Ireland or whese homes hove been raided
might be forgiven for wondering what difference a
Labour home secretary made .

Outside the conference, Joan Moynard, a left-wing
MP for Sheffield Brightside, said at @ meeting on
Ireland that a date should be set for the withdrawal
of British troops from lreland, for the end of the
Special Powers Act now in force there (which grants
almost dictatorial powers to the regime), and for

an end to internment. That is as far as the "rodi-
calism" went.

The failure of the left to make o fight on this issue
was part of its general failure to struggle at the con-
ference. Despite the foct that ruling-closs use of

the Irish lssue Is potentially most dangerous to the
unity of the working closs, most of the left in the
Labour party backs eway from a fight with the cab-
inet, fearing unpopularity. Those who do raise the

issue do 5o in o very confused and limited way.
Some of the most important anti-working=-closs leg-
islation passed in Britain since the second world war
is now in force; but in general the lefts would pre-
fer to conduct their fight agoinst ecsier targets.

The repressive action of the British troops in the
Morth of Ireland is gratefully covered up by the
wave of anti-Irish chauvinism sweeping the work-
ing class in the wake of the Birmingham bombings;
by maintaining their silence the left MPs become
accomplices of this tremendously dangerous process.

The left MPs have been followed in their political
retreat by most of the left groups Tn Britain. The
International Socialists, for exomple, the largest
far-left group in Britain, has printed a heodline on
its newspoper reading "Stop the Bombings, " exactly
the slogan of Labour party Home Secretary Roy
Jenkins. This attitude is based on a complete odapta-
tion to the onti-Republican and anti-Irish sentiments
of the British working class. Those are the same sen-
timents the ruling closs has used in its attempts to
win support for its war of repression in lreland, the
same sentiments that the far right in Britain and
Ireland are attempting to use fo produce a losting
shift in the balonce of forces agoinst the working
class. O
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_new
revolutionary stoup
fomed

The November-December fssue of el- Munadil, o
journal published in Lebanon by Arab revelutionary
Marxists, announced the formation of o new revolu-

tionary organization in Egypt, the "Mustafa Khamis"

Raw:luhonnry Communist Group, (1) and published
the group's first manifesto. The comrades of el-
Munadil commented: "The appearance of a prole-
tarian revolutionary group in Egypt is an event of
extreme importance for all Arab revelutionaries and
an event that is especially welcome for us Trotsky-
ists, for it constitutes an important and fundamental

step forward in our efforts to build a revolutionary
communist party on a pan-Arab scale, an Amb
section of the Fourth International. El-Munadil sa-
lutes the comrades of the Mustafa Khamis group and
wishes them, as well as all the workers of Egypt,
full success in their struggle against capitalist slav-
ery and for the victory of the socialist revelution.
We can only eoncur with those sentiments. We are
publishing below the first manifesto of the comrodes
of the Mustafa Khamis group, translated from el-
Munadil.

WwOorking class
i:lwakens

The workers of Egypt are beginning to wake up.

After twenty years of near immobili ity during which
+hey were |ulled by the mystifying propagonda about
"socialism” and the "union of the forces of the work-

ing people, " our working class has begun to emerge
from ity long sleep. In 1972 our worker comrodes of
the steel foctories in Helwan placed themselves in
the vanguard of the new awakening, leeding the
Egyptien werking class down the path blazed by the
blood of the martyr Mustafa Khamis, the path of
workers struggle against capitalist oppression.

But the workers of Egypt are much more numerous
today than they were in 1952; they represent more
than half the Arab working class and one of the
largest working classes of the underdeveloped coun-
tries. And when the workers of Egypt reawaken to
struggle, it is not simply the Egyptian bourgeoisie
that trembles; all the Arab owning classes tremble
too, as does world imperialism.

We thus understand why the reawakening of the
a8

workers of Egypt was one of the direct causes of
the October War.

1. The October War and the general
situation in Egypt one year after

The remarkable struggle of the workers and students
of Egypt hod frightened the bourgeoisie and its state
to the point that they directed all their efforss to
putting an end to the situation of "no war, no peace, "
a situation whose impact was becoming ever greater
and was feeding popular discontent. New, since
peace with Zionism was of course the goal being
sought by the Egyptian bourgeoisie, and since the
capitulationist character of this peoce made it dif-
ficult to get the masses to accept it, the bourgecisie
hod to dress up national betrayal in a cloak of mili-
tary triumph. Thus the October War.

The goal of the war of October &, 1973, was to ac-
celerate the execution of the capitulationist UN



Resolution 242, which had hithertc been stalled.
According to the regime's calculations, this goal

was supposed to be achieved through the interven-
tion of American imperialism (to which the Egyptian
regime had promised o political and economic open-
ing) after the Egyptian military position was improved
by the crossing of the Suez Canal. The aim of the
limited war waos to establish an unlimited peace be-
tween Israel ond Egypt in order to cleor the air ond
remove one of the important sources of political agi-
tation. The regime even wanted to present the Octo-
ber War with the aura of a legendary war comparable
to the great conquests of history.

1. Political Results of the October War

The principol success achieved by the Egyptian bour-
geoisie was the activation of the "pecceful solution. "
Indeed, it realized important steps down the road to
peace with Zionism, oided by Henry Kissinger, a
representative of American imperialism, who took

on the role of itinerant "arbiter.”

This happened in spite of the fact that the October
War was about to terminate in a new tragedy for
Egypt, ofter the Zionist forces crossed the canal in
the Deversoir area and encircled our Third Army,
threatening to destroy it. This turnabout in the mil-
itary situation was not the result of the weakness or
cowardice of the Egyptian soldier. On the contrary,
our saldiers demonstrated devotion to combat and
heroism in no way inferior to those of any other peo-
ple strugaling against invaders of their homeland.

It was the higher military command that was respon-
sible, since in the eyes of the regime the war was
only a limited one aimed at achieving the "peaceful
solution. ™ This explains why there was no bombard-
ment by our air force of the Isroeli interior.

But in spite of everything, the regime managed to
organize an unprecedented compaign of mystifica-
tion, presenting the October War as o historic sequel
to the conquests of Salodin and Muhammed Ali, trons-
forming it into a historical revenge by the Arabs
against Israel, a war that would change the face of
the world and the course of history. After the col-
lapse of the legend of the invincibility of the Zion-
ist army, stories were concocted seeking to create

a new legend, that of an Egyptian army "invincible
because of its valiant leadership. "

For an initial period, the regime's propoganda com-
paign met with wide success. The majority of our
people believed that the hour of victory had struck
and that the regime had resclved to continue the
fight until liberation. But ofter the cease=fire and
particularly after the separation of forces, these il-
lusions quickly began to disappear. Since then, the
masses of our people have progressively become con-
scious of the foct that |sroel's concessions do not de-

rive from the successes of our army in October 1973
— successes that were partial and in any cese over-
turned by the Deversoir operation — but rather re-
sult from the ogreement between American imperi-
alism and the Egyptian regime over the peaceful
solution to the "Middle East problem. "

Moreover, it must be said that while the regime's
propaganda compaign bore not insignificant fruit,
and while the application of the peaceful solution
has moved forward up to now without meeting broad
mass resistance, the recson for this lies in large part
in the cbsence of a revolutionary vanguard capable
of opening the eyes of the masses and in the failure
of the Palestinian resistance to link up with the
Egyptian toiling masses, particulorly since the lead-
ership of the Palestinion Liberation Organization has
also begun to trave! down the road to the peaceful
solution.

2. The Growing Economic and Social Crisis

But whatever the intensity and success of the cam-
paign of mystification waged around the Qctober
War, it did not and will not at all suceeed in con-
cealing the profound misery In which our masses live.
In fact, since the October War Egypt has experienced
more rapid and serious price increases and declines

in the living standards of the masses than ever be-
fore. The reasons for this lie precisely in the changes
that were mode after October 1973 in the name of
the "economic opening. "

The overwhelming majority of our people cannot
tolerate the suffocatingly high cost of living. It is
sufficient to toke o loock at the price increases for
basic commodities since Cctober 1973, which ex-
tend even to basic foodstuffs, The price of a kilo of
sugar has risen from 7 piosters bafore October 1973
to 11 piasters today. (The Egyptian pound, divided
into 100 piasters, is exchanged inside Egypt for
about US$1.75.) The price of cocking oil has gone
from 7 to 11 piesters o kilo as well, and the price
of o pucket of teo has risen from 3.5 to 5.5 piosters.
Moreover, these jtems are almost completely unch-
tainable in the cooperatives; people form long lines
to buy just o small quantity of them.

As for prices on the free market, they have risen
from 16 to 26p. for sugar, from 16 to 32p. for cook-
ing oil, and from 5.5 to 11p. for tea. Other basic
foodstuffs are found only in the stores of the private
sector, where the cost of a kilo of rice has gone
from 5 to 6.5p., potatoes from 4 to 10p. a kilo,
soap from 3,5 te 5.5p. The price of a kilo of meat
has gone from B5p. before the October War to
E£1.10. Popular cloth is virtually nonexistent in
the cooperatives, because the directors of the pub-
lic sector prefer to sell it to merchants in the private
sector, which is profitable both for them and for the
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merchants. The black-market price of a meter of
cloth hos rizen from 12 to 22p. The price of a pair
of shoes, which was around EEZ. 50 before October
1973, has risen to EE4.50-5.00.

The fransport crisis has attoined very serious dimen-
sions. People fight to get onto buses and trams that
are packed with people to a point not even fit for
animals; those who do not find a place inside climb
up onta the roof or through the windows, extremely
dangerous acts that our people nevertheless find it
necessary to perform. The only solution the govern-
ment hos found to this problem hes been to withdrow
a few old buses from circulation and replace them
with new vehicles in order to impose a 5 piaster fare
increase under the pretext that the new buses are
tourist vehicles. But that does not make them any
less jammed.

And we all know obout the housing crisis. Rents in
the populor neighborhoods have increased from

EE8 o month to EE15. Inspite of that, it is impos= .
sible to find housing without paying an initial fee
that ranges from E£200 to EES00.

And what about the workers' woges in face of this
rising cost of living? In fact, the great majority of
wages have not changed since October 1573, with
the exception of some routine increases! The mini-
mum wage has been increased from EE7. 50 o month
to EE12, which is imsufficient to cover the minimum
basic needs, especially since the E£12 becomes
E£10 ofter all the various deductions.

3. The Real Mature of the Regime Exposed

The crushing increase in the cost of living weighs

a lof heavier than the fables about the October War.
The regime hos failed in its attemp!t to make the
"economic opening" bring obout an improvement

in our situation. We have seen how quickly the leg-
end about the wheat and corn the United States was
supposed to send us hos evaporated, while at the
game Hme the planes and all the other arms thot
U.S. imperialism is offering to our Zionist enemy
are very real and far from being o legend.

The "popular” welcome the regime arranged for
Mizon was not an expression of the sentiments of
our people. How could it have been, when our
martyrs had fallen under the fire of arms furnished
by Nixon to lsroel? The reality is that the regime,
besides waging campaigns aimed at conditioning
public opinion and convincing it of Nixon's friend-
ship toward us, sent the workers of the public sector
to greet the imperialist president, poying each work-
er half a pound for coming out. (In the past, the
"orice of welcome" was only a quarter of @ pound.)

It is very clear that the "economic opening” decreed l
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by Law MNo.43, on investment of Arab and foreign
capital and the "free zones, " passed by the "Peo-
ples Assembly" on June 9 of this year — perhaps in
commemoration of June 9,1967* — profits only the
landed proprietors and the exploiters of the tourist
sectors, a tiny minority of our people. For the most
part, Arab capital is being directed toward the pur-
chase of land. The foreign investments are mostly
in the fourist industry. The result s that the over-
whelming majority of our people, with the exception
of the bourgeoisie and some categories of the petty
bourgeoisie, actually suffer from these investments.

How? It's simple: The main effect of the capital
now pouring into land and the tourist industry in
Egypt is to generate a rise in prices (inflation). It
thus constitutes the principal couse of the excessive
high cost of living from which we are suffering.

The real character of the regime has begun to be-
come clear to brood masses, and the illusions about
“socialism” and “the union of the peoples forces"
hove begun to crumble, The reality is that the exist-
ing regime is a bourgeois regime serving to stimulate
copitalism and encourage the private sector and
opening wide the doors of Egypt to imperialist cap-
ital. Among the major "achievements" of the re-
gime, of which it is extremely proud, is the release
of goods that hod been sequestered during the Nasser
era.

In reality, we are dealing with a regime of the cap-
italist bourgeoisie, a regime of marchants and londed
proprietors. It is extremely revealing that in news-
paper announcements the merchants declared in the
name of their association that they "present all their
thanks, all their esteem, and all their support fo
Mr. President Anwar el-Sadat for having chosen

the chief and dean of the merchants, Dr. Abdel
Aziz Hegazi, Esq., for the post of president of the
council of ministers." The advertisement of the mer-
chants' association odded: "May god come to his
aid ond direct his steps toward the road of economic
opening. " It thus appears that in the eyes of the
capitalists today the divine light is represented by

. - . the economic opening.

It is the misery in which they live that has led our
masses to realize the real character of the regime.
This pressure on the masses has been especially ag-
gravated by the fact that all the celebrated demo-
cratic rights, courts, and other such fables in reality
simply amount to control by the state intelligence
over the slightest workers activity, control by the

* Juné 9, 1967, was the date on which Egypt ac-
cepted the cease-fire in the 1967 war; Nasser then
presented his resignotion, thus provoking enormous
demonstrations. — INPRECOR
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"Socialist Union" (socialist in name, ruling bour-
geois party in reality) over all forms of elections,
and a total absence of real freedom of expression.

Qur masses will not tolerate these conditions of
misery and repression indefinitely. During the paost
several months they have begun to move and to wage
struggles that represent the beginning of a long road
of struggle against the regime of caopitalist slavery.
MNor will our masses be deceived by the conspiracy
of the peaceful solution; we are confident that the
Egyptian people will not remain pessive in foce of
the passage of Isroeli ships through the Suez Caonal.

2.The development of class struggle
after October 1973

It wes the student movement that was most heavily
influenced by the October War and the propaganda
campaign that followed it. The main theme of the
student struggles that took place in 1972 was the de-
mand for war and the denunciation of the regime's
impotence in face of Zionism, along with its copit-
ulationist intentions. That is why the October War,
along with the mystifying propaganda campeign that
accompanied it, led to the freezing of the student
movement for a time. Buf the “refumn to conscious-
ness" was not long in coming. (The reference is fo
the title of a pamphlet by the well-known writer
Tewfiq el-Hakim. — INPRECOR) It is probable that
the student movement will again take to struggle
during the coming winter.

But for our toiling masses, the principal motive
force of struggle is their living conditions; and all
the wars in the world will not succeed in conceal-
ing those conditions. While cur peasant brothers,
bent under the weight of misery, repression, and
mystification, have gone into motion only rarely —
and here we must mention the peosont revolfs in the
Boubeiro region against the restitution of land to
the landlords in the context of the lifting of the old
rules of sequestration (the tribunal decided on o com-
promise postponing enactment of the new rules until
after the harvest) — our working class, es usval, hes
placed itself in the vanguard of popular siruggles
against the capitalist regime.

In May of this year tens of thousands of our com-
rades of the aviation and war-production factories
in Helwan went on strike for three days agairst the
government's attempts to reduce the bonuses they
hod been getting, under the pretext of transferring
the factories from the government sector to the pub-
lic sector. The determination of our comrades, which
brought about the personal intervention of the min-
ister of war industries, succeeded in carrying the
day; the state gronted the workers' demand, but
later nine members of the trade-union committee

were removed from their positions on the grounds
that they had supported the strike. In August, our
worker comrodes of the Misr-Helwan spinning and
weaving company occupied the factory to protest

o wage reduction for a three-month period enacted
under a false pretext; our comrades won full payment
of their wages.

The month of September was riddled with workens
struggles, for it wos the month during which the
pressure of the high cost of living attained its apogee
becouse of the expenses for the start of the new
school year and the traditional expenses for the
month of Ramadan. The demand that odditional credit
be extended to the workers became generolized.

But the regime refused to grant this, limiting imself
to suspending until January 1975 the deductions nor-
mally taken out of wages for old loans, o measure
whose effect is extremely limited. Our worker com-
rodes of the Misr Helwan Company thus launched

a new strike on September 14, demanding that pay-
ments be made into their frozen savings occounts.
More than 4,000 workers (that is, on entire shift)
went on strike for two hours on September 14 and
again on September 15. This time they continued
their strike, rejecting all the company's fine prom-
ises, until the rodic broadcast the regime's decision
to pay the equivalent of one month's wages into the
workers' accounts. The success of the workers of the
textile factories was due in part to the contribution
made by the worker comrades of the Helwan aviation
foctories, who also went on sirike September 15 and
cccupied their factory, roising the same demand.

On the same day, there were sirikes by the workers
of the "industrial iron foundry" company and of the
"technical and metallurgical industries, " strikes that
involved nearly 20, 000 workers demanding payment
of the same three-month bonus that the workers of
the steel factories hod cbtained in reward for finish-
ing construction of a factory before the set target
date, which had been accomplished by the efforts

of the workers of the three companies.

Since the payment of bonuses had been limited to
the workers of the public sector, the workers of
some private textile foctories in Shubra el-Khoima
went on strike on September 18 . The regime gave

in immediately and included these workers in its de-
cree, thus failing in the attempt to take odvantage
of the differences it has been seeking to intensify
among the various sectors of Egyptian industry.

These are the most important struggles we know
about. It must be remembered that we live ina
country in which the press and the other news media
maintain silence about every workers struggle and
even present the decrees won by workers sirikes as
decisions issuing from the attention the regime is
paying to the interests of the workers and the people.
There have been other struggles in past months by
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the workers of the Shubra el-Khaimo textile mills
and by the public transit drivers in Shubra, Mahalla
el-Kubra, and other ploces.

As we have already pointed out, the detonator of
thase struggles has been the harshness of the condi-
tions of the workers. In some coses the workers have
thrown up o vanguard leadership, os was the case
with the workers of the Misr Helwan Company, who
succeeded in electing delegates’ committees from
the ranks, breaking with the traditional institutions.
They managed to keep these committees going for
several months. In most cases, however, the strug-
gles have been touched off by spontonsous pressure
from the rank-ond-file workers.

The development and extersion of the workers strug-
gles forcefully underlines the urgency of the task
of constructing a revolutionary workers leadership
expressing the real interests of the working class
ogainst the copitalist system, a leadership capable
of coordinating the struggle of the various industrial
sectors and branches and of arming the mass of od-
vanced workers with revolutionary class conscious-
ness. In the absence of such a leadership and in
view of the spontaneous choracter of the siruggle
going on, the anticapitalist consciousness of the
workers tokes the form of nostalgia for the Naosser
era, during which the present high cost of living
was unknown. Years of mystification, aided by
some to-called communists, have prevented our
working clast from understanding that what iz pres-
ently going on in Egypt is simply the natural conse-
quance of the Masser ero and that the interests of
the working class will not really triumph until the
workers themselves toke power.

Posing the question of leadership requires exomining
the tendencies that presently exist in the workers
movement.

3. Tendencies in the workers

movement
The present line-up of tendencies in the Egyptian
workers movement is of course in large measure the
direct result of the years of Nasserism. In the pre-
ceding period, two main tendencies existed in the
Egyptian working class. The first, which represented
the regime, was the Masserist lendency; the other,
oppressed by the regime, was the Communist ten-
dency. In the past few years other small groups have
been created, both of the above-mentioned fen-
dencies have divided, and some leaderships have
emerged spontaneously from some workers struggles.

1. The Trode-Union Bureaucracy

The MNasser regime reorganized the workers move-
ment in conformity with its own interests, turning

12

the "General Union of Egyptian Workers" info the
official trode-union movement. Obviously, the
Masserists controlled the workers union throur . the
Masserist party, the Socialist Union, imposing their
total domination through well-known methods, par-
ticularly by requiring approval by the Socialist Union
of all candidates for alection to the trode-union
committees. The natural consequence was that the
Maosserists got a virtually total grip on trode-union
posts, and they continue to dominate these posfs,
thus constituting @ broad trade-union bureaucracy.

But the political developments that followed the
death of Nasser and the "rectification movement"

of May 15, 1971,* led to a division in the ranks of
the trade-union bureaucracy befween two foctions,
the first supporting the Sadat regime, the second
being discontented with the "rectification” measures.

The tendency supported by the present regime, the
Sadatist tendency, includes the minority of the bu-
reaucratic lecders who quickly abandoned their
Masserism in favor of support to the regime in order
to obtain the best posts and the highest salarfes.

The members of this tendency colloborate completely
with the regime aond its apparatus, especially the
intelligence services, and oppose any workers ac-
tivities—spying on the workers and singing the
praises of the regime and its "achievements. "

The other tendency, the Masserist tendency, includes
the majority of the bureaucratic leaders and the
"Vanguard Organization" group founded by MNasser
and later dissolved by Sadat. This tendency does
not oppose the regime and plays the same bureau-
cratic role of aborting workers struggles that it has
always played. But it also tries to put pressure on
Sodat to prevent him from continuing to liquidate
the Masserist Tnstitutions, for the Nasserist bureau-
cracy well knows that its privileges depend on the
maintenance of the institutiors created by MNasser.
The Nasserist tendency oppeses the liquidation of
the public sector, because it knows that the position
and privileges of the trade-union bureaucrocy in
the public sector are far higher than they are in the
private sector, where the bureaucracy s subjected
to the will of the capitelists. This tendency opposes
the idea of reducing the 50 percent proportion of
“workers and peacsants” (in reality, foctory directors
and rich villagers) in the "Peoples Assembly, " be~
couse that would mean o loss of parliamentary seats
for the Nasserists. |t defends the formulas of the
Socialist Union and the "union of the forces of the
working people" (that is, the dictatorship of the
single party), because it views a multiplicity of par-
ties a5 o development that would inevitebly entail

*On May 15,1971, Sodat ordered the arrest of many
of the leoders of the Nasserist bureaucracy, the
principal figure arrested being Ali Sabri. — INPRECOR




the loss of the role of bureaucratic hegemony played
by the MNasserists. These are the basic reasons for
the attitudes of the Masserist tendency; its speeches
obout "socialism" and the “popular interest" are
nothing but transparent veils for its bureaucratic
interests, which are threatened by the bourgeois
regime.

2. Groups Coming Out of the Egyptian Communist
Party

The tragic history of the Egyptian Communist move-
ment after the second world war is well known. It

is a history dominated by continual fragmentation,
total ideclogical disorder, and extreme foctional
sectarianism. The disarray of the Egyptian Commu-
nists reached its apex ofter the Charter was issuved®;
the movement then divided info several tendencies,
ranging from those that saw the MNasserist regime as
a quasifascist monopoly capitalist regime to those
who saw it taking o socialist road. What finally
emerged as dominant was the thesis elaborated

by the leaders of the Soviet Union on the "non-
capitalist road of development, " an inverition os
remote os can be from Marxism-Leninism, which
recognizes no third road between the bourgeois and
proletarian one. The decision of the Communist party
Central Committee to dissolve the party and join the
Socialist Union can be corsidered the declaration
of bankruptcy by the party leodership; it represented
the supreme closs betrayal, dissolution of o workers
party and Tntegration Into a party dominated by the
bureaucratic bourgeocisie .

*In 1961 Nasser published a "Mational Charter"
that marked the regime's turn toward extending na-
tionalizations. — INPRECOR
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The new pariod, that of the Sadat regime, hos seen
new activity from several groups issuing from the
dissolved Communist party. The best-known of these
are two groups, one representing the continuity of
the Stalinist line of obedience to the diplomacy of
the USSR, the other following a different, but no
less opportunist, path.

The first group consists of a small grouping of par-
tisons of the bureoucratic regime that rules the LISSR.
At the time whan the Egyptian regime entered into
intimate relations with the USSR, these people

sang the proises of the regime; they dissolved the
Communist perty and participated in the institutions
of the MNasserist regime, But the Sodat regime was
not to their taste, precisely because it liquidated
the Ali Sabri group, which wes friendly to the USSR,
and provoked tension in the reloations with "the
great friend, " especially when it orchestrated the
expulsion from Egypt of the Soviet military experts
(in 1972). Then !‘Ihe Egyption Stalinists began to
speck again aboul reconstructing their party; foday
they oppose the Sodot regime on the some basis that
the MNaosserist tendency does and in alliance with

the Masserists. In their eyes, the present regime is
one that is restoring capitalism after Egypt hod taken
the socialist road. They oppose the opening to Amer-
ican imperialism, but approve the peaceful solution
and the execution of the UN resolution; and they
could not do otherwise, since the USSR figures
among the principal authors of this resclution!

The second group is larger and is active among the
student milieu and small functionaries, as well as
the workers. It calls itself the "Revalutionary Cur-
rent" and is distinguished from the first group in that
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it has abandoned obedience to the USSR, especially
on the question of the Palestinian couse. The Revo-
lutionary Current group adopis the objective of the
liberation of Palestine; in general it holds radical
positions on the national question, rejecting the
peaceful solution, opposing the cecse-fire, the
separation of forces, and even the project of the
"Palestinian state, " which is aimed at liquidating
the Palestinian cause. But the Revalutionary Cument
group has not adopted these positions in a "revolu-
tionary” way. In fact, it sees no contradiction be-
tween these positions and an alliance with . . .
Sodat! This group asserts that the Sodat regime will
wage a fifth war and will continue in this manner
until liberation is won! On the basis of this prog-
nostication, the Revolutionary Current believes it
necessary to establish o front with the regime, an
anti-Z ionist united front. And while the group de-
mands trode-union and political rights, it does so
only in words, so as to strengthen its allionce with
the regime: it adopts o reformist attitude toward
workers struggles. The Revolutionary Current group-
is fooling both itself and the masses when it asserfs
that the established bourgeols regime will liberate

Palestine; it is closing ifs eyes to the siriking reality:

The regime has thrown itself into the arms of Ameri-
can imperialism and is marching Firmly down the
road of national betrayal, the road of the peaceful
solution and the UM resolution, The duty of revelu-
tionaries is to denounce this reality, not embellish
it. That is elementary|

3. The Mew Vanguard

The past few years have seen the emergence of o
certain number of small groups adopting revolution-
ary ideas. These groups are present mainly in the
student miliev and played a notable role in the stu-
dent revalts of 1972, In addition, vanguard workers
leaderships have surged forward in the struggles of
the workers of Helwan; in the steal and textile fac-
tories leaderships hove taken chorge of strikes and
expressed without deformation the real interests of
the workers.

The general situation in Egypt, that of exacerbation
of the class struggle, necessarily involves the emer-
gence of such revolutionary groups and vanguard
leaderships. But the fundamental precondition for
avoiding both the trogedy of the Egyption Commu-
nist movement and an endless division into grouplets
is the elaboration of an absolutely clear revolution-
ary Marxist program without Stalinist or nationalist
deformation, a progrom around which revelution-
aries will be msembled and with which they will

be armed in their participation in the closs strug-
gle, in their leadership of these struggles, and in
their march toward the construction of a proletarian
revolutionary organization in Egypt capable of link-
ing Egypt to the development of the Arab revolution
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and the world socialist revolution. This must be an
organization integrated into the revolutionary com-
munist party on the scale of the Arab nation, which
must itself be o section of the revolutionary commu-
nist international, the Fourth International, founded
by the Bolshevik-Leninist opposition to the Stalinist
degeneration of the Third International after Lenin's
death. That is the only Leninist rood!

4. Program of the revolutionary
communists
The strategic aim of the struggle of revolutionary
communists is the dictatorship of the proletariat,
apart from which there is no way to solve the dem-
ocratic and national tasks. But along this roed rev-
olutionary communisfs struggle for @ body of imme-
diate and transitional demands that permit the de-
velopment of the struggle and organization of the
toiling masses to attain the strategic goal.

The program of the revolutionary communists is os
follows:

Against the high cost of living and for the improve-
ment of thmng conditions of the masses:

*reduction of the prices of basic necessities,

*price confrol by committees of workers dele-
gates, inhabitants of popular neighborhoods,
and housewives, the committees having the right
to inspect the accounts of the factories and
merchants,

*minimum monthly wage of E£30,

“EES increoses for all wage earners making less
than EES0 @ month,

*sliding scale of woges, that is, Increases in
wages every time prices go up — and at the
same rate,

*extension of working conditions in the govem-
mental and public sector to the workers in the
private sector, tenure being granted all workers,

*double time for overtimé work, figured on the
basis of a seven-hour workday,

*full payment of wages to laid-off workers until
they find new jobs at the some wage rate,

*guaranteed employment for all those who want
work; reduction of the workweek if necessary
to bring this about.

To mssure democratic rig:hl:

*elimination of the domination of the "Socialist
Union" over trade-union and political life and
elimination of any form of Intervention by the
regime in the trade unions,

*freedom of trade-union action,

*total freedom of political action and association,

*right to strike and demonstrate,

*freedom of assembly and full freedom of expres-
sion, including freedom of the press and of pub-
lishing,




*freedom of political ection within the armed
forces.
Against capitulation and national betrayal:

*let us struggle ogainst the peaceful solution and
against UM Resolution 242,

*against the intervention of the great powers in
the conflict in the region,

*against the Geneva conference and negotiations
with the Zionist regime,

* for the complete and unconditional withdrawal
of the Zionist army to the borders of June 4,
1967,

*for the arming of the masses and their instruc=
tion in the workploces in the use of arms.

Against the imperialist penetration and the enlarge-
ment of the private sector:

*let us struggle against the economic opening
and the imperialist invesiments,

*against the expert of profits by the foreign com-
panies,

*ogainst the lifting of sequestrations and nation=
alizations,

*against compensatien for nationalized propertv
For the nationalization of industry and its place-
ment under workers control:

*nationalization without compensation of all

foctories with more than fifty workers,

*control in all foctories of production, account
books, and all administrative measures by coun-
cils of delegates elected from the ranks,

*implementation of workers self-management in
the factories.

For o workers regime: a workers and peasants gov-
ernment based on the power of councils of workers,
soldiers, and poor peasants elected by the masses

in their places of work| For the unification of the
Arab nation: for a federated Arab socialist republic!

Such is the basic program being odvanced by the
revolutionary communists of Egypt. They intend to
develop and complete it. They invite all Egyptian
revolutionaries and all workers tendencies to join

in @ common struggle for the points of this program
on which agreement con be reached. Political and
ideclogical differences are natural and must not pre-
vent the alliance and unification of struggles. We
ore confronting o strong and violent common enemy;
let us unify our efforts!

Workers of Egypt, workers of the Arab countries,
workers of the werld, unitel O

"Mustafa Khamis" Revolutionary Communist Group
Cairo, October 5, 1974

1. Mustafa Khamis was a worker in the Misr Company
weaving plant in Kafr el-Duwar near Alexandria,
a facfory with 10, 000 workers. On the evening of
August 12,1952, just three weeks after the Free Of-
ficers coup led by Nasser had deposed King Farouk,
the workers of the plant gathered in front of the
managers' office and went on strike. They demanded
recagnition of their union, dismissal of two of the
managerial staff, woge increcses, and other eco-
nomic benefits. The management of the company
called the police, who attacked the workers. The
workers fought bock, and the police opened fire.
In response, the workers held o sit-in strike. The
following morning, froops were brought from Alex-
andria to throw the workers out of the factory. After
a serious clash, the workers were driven out — at
the cost of several killed, more than twenty wounded,
and 200 arrested. A summary court-martial was set
up to try the arrested workers, who were offered no
right of appeal. On August 18 fourteen workers were
sentenced fo long prison terms for their role in the
struggle. Two others, Mustafa Muhommed Khamis
and Muhammed Hason el-Bogri, were sentenced to
death., The pronouncement of the death sentence
against Khamis wos used by the regime to clearly
demonstrate its character to the workers. At the
time, the comespondent of the London Times re-
ported: "There wos an impressive show of force by
the military, many hundreds of soldiers being present.
About 1,000 workers from the Misr plant and other
factories in the neighborhood lined the three sides
of the factory football ground, with armed troops
facing them and tanks in the background . " Khamis
stood in the center of the field and heard the sen-
tence pronounced against him. Laoter, General Ne-
guib, then the titular heod of state, brought Khamis
to Cairo and offered to commute his sentence if
Khamis would give the regime a list of other strike
leaders and denounce them. He refused. On Septem-
ber 8, 1952, Khamis and el-Bagri were honged, thus
becoming two of the first martyrs of the workers move-
ment to fall under the repression of the new regime.
— IMPRECOR

OALAFRAT AT THE IN®

The following article was published as the lead
editorfal in the mid-MNovember issue of Mal'amel
(What Is to be Done), the recently established fort-
nightly newspaper of the comrodes of the Revelu-
tionory Communist Group (Lebanon), members of

the Fourth International. The appearance of Mal'amal,
four fssues of which hove come out so far, represents
an importont step forward in the struggle fo develop

a revolutionary Marxist party on an Arob-wide scale.

El-Munadil (the Militant), the mogozine of the com-
rades of the RCG, will continue to appear as the
theoretical journal of the Arab Trotskyists.

The newspapers and other news media are unonimous
in considering the speech given at the UM by Yassir
Arafat s the baptism of the Palestinion Resistance

within the "International community" ond the conse-
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cration of its legitimacy as the representative of
the Palestinion people.

It is true that the delivery of the speech by all evi-
dence marks the end of the epoch in which the
Palestinian cause was nothing but a problem of refu-
gees wha moved the United Nations to pity. There
is no doubt that in ikelf the affirmation of the exis-
tence of a Palestinian Arab people, o pecple who
lived on the land of Palestine before being expelled,
constitutes an encouragement to the struggle against
the Zionist colonial entity. From this point of view,
Arafat’s speech represented a step forward.

In addition, the text of the speech contained a

real democratic position in regard fo the Jewish
inhabitants of the stote of lsroel, saying: "We in-
clude in our considerations all the Jews who live

in Palestine today ond agree to live with us in
peace and without discrimination in the land of
Palestine." It also contained a democratic, non-
racist position in regard to the Jews in general;
Arafat stoted: "We condemn all crimes commitied
agoinst the Jews and all the kinds of open or cam-
ouflaged discrimination that the odherents of Judaism
have suffered. " These words also represent o step
forward, especially if they are compared to the
statements of the unfortunate ly famous Ahmed
Shukhairy about "throwing the Jews into the sea"

or the Qaddafist theses on the expulsion from Pales-
tine of all those Jews who came there after 1948,
Two steps forward, then. Two steps that we oppre-
ciate.

MNeverthe less, it is necessary to inquire about the
conditions under which these two steps were foken,
Were they the result of victories for the Resistance?
Weren't they rather the result of a series of retreots?
That is the nub of the problem!

When the Palestinian Resistance, Fateh ot its head,
stood at the height of its rise, Tn 1949 and the be-
ginning of 1970, it never entered anyone's mind to
invite Arafat to speak from the UN podium. Why,
then, invite him today, ofter the Resistance has
been ¢rushed in Jordan and after the number of
operations conducted by the Resistance inside lsrael
has been significantly reduced? Some will say that
Arafat's speech, while it was not the fruit of vic=-
tories of the Resistance, is nevertheless the fruit of
the general "Arab victory" after October 1973. But
this "Arab victory" is itself an illusion. What sort
of victory is it that is expressed by direct negotia-
tions in Geneva with the Zionist regime?

In truth, most of the states that have modified their
position on the Palestinion problem have not done
so for reasons of objectivity or by virtue of such
principles os justice, humanity, and so on, but
rather have done so in the hope of ottracting Arab
loans and investments to their countries; they have

-

done so by virtue of their economic interests and
nothing else. Thus, the principal instrument of

of Arafat's entry into the UN was not the rifles of
the ﬁgﬂeu — this truth is obvious, even Tf bitter
— but rather, above all, cil capital.

The question then becomes: Why have the Arab re-
gimes — heoded by Saudi Arabia, the most reaction-
ary one — expended all these efforts to get the

PLO into the UN after having warked openly to

get the PLO confirmed as the "sole legitimate rep-
resentative” of the Palestinian people?

Here also, the answer is obvious: The regimes in
question are seeking to liquidate the Palestinian
cause as a source of permanent political tersion
and to guarantee the stability of the Arab region.
They are seeking to apply the "peaceful solution”
under conditions that, obviously, are not so diffi-
cult as to get out of "control.” These regimes see
the creation of a Palestinian state side by side with
the Zionist state as the only reasonable road to the
peaceful salution; they likewise see that this solu-
tion will not acquire its full value unless the PLO
is in the leadership of this state as the representa-
tive of the Palestinian Resistance.

The leadership of the PLO has agreed to go along
with these efforts; it has accepted the project of
the Palestinian state, which Arafat did not neglect
to mention, even if only in a single sentence ot the
end of his speech. This does not change the fact
that this sentence was the most important one of
the speech, for it constituted the direct request
addressed by Arafat to the UN: "l address you so
that you may permit our people to establish ifs in-
dependent national regime and to build its national
entity on its land. " That was the principal aim of
Arafat's trip to New York! Moreover, after the
speech, the Arab delegations immediately began
preparing a draft resolution on the "peaceful solu-
tion" and the "Palestinian entity" for submission

to the General Assembly.

Arafat ended his speech by declaring: "I have come
today . . . bearing an olive branch and o freedom
fighter's gun. Do not let the olive branch fall from
my hand. " Three times he repeated: "Do not let

the olive branch fall from my hand. "

The “international community” certainly gresped
the meaning of this call: Arafat is prepared to let
the freedom fighter's gun falll

But the Arab mosses, and especially the Palestinian
masses, will in no way let it drop so Tong as the
Zionist entity exists on Palestinian lond!

Mo to the peaceful solution!
Revolution until liberation!
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In INPRECOR MNo.5-4&, August 3, 1974, we published o statement of the United Secretoriat of the Fourth Infer—
national lsswed Moy 29 (with a postcript fisued July 12) dealing with the support of the Partide Socialista de
les Trabajodores {Socialist Werkers party, @ sympathizing organization of tha Fourth International in Argenting)
to the "process of imtitutionalization” Tn thot country. Below we are publishing on answer to the United Secre-
tariat issued by the Executive Committes of the PST on August 20, 1974, ond a reply by the United Secretariat

adopled Movember 17,1974,

stotlement of the

OSt executive committes

The United Secretoriot of the Fourth International, ina resaly-
tion passed ot the end of May, subjected the lecderhip of the
Portido Sociolista de los Trobojadores to a severe eriticism that
we consider to be unjustified,

Crdinarlly the matter would be discussed within the ranks of

the world Tromkylst movement, whose political activities are

of fraternal interest to us, (Reactionary legislation bars the

PST from affiliating with the Fourth Intermational as on official
section.] However, the outhors of the resalution made the docu-
ment public, thereby compelling us, much to our regret, to
reply in public,

There are severol versions of the resolution. In cur reply we
sholl refer to the version published in the July 26, 1974, jssus
of Rouge, the weekly newspaper reflecting the views of the
Franch Trotskyists orgonized in the Front Communiste Révalu-
tonnaire. For the information of the Argentine workers, Avan-
zoda Socialisha 1s publishing o Spanish translation of the docu=
ment.

Mo information is provided in the resolution as fo the vote cost
in the United Secretoriat. |t was not unanimous. The resslution
was propesed by representatives of the International Mejority
Tendency, which holds @ majerity in the United Secrstariat.
Representatives of the Leninist Trotskylt Faction argued and
voted ogainst If. They proposed sesking further information
from Argantina, in particular from the PST.

An odditional foct should be indicated. The decision to make
the resolution public was mode at a United Secretariat meeting
held July 3, 1974, A postseript, dated July 12, wes included
in the version published in Rouge. The postscript was not con-
sidered at any meating of the Uinited Secrstariat.

The central contention mode in the resolufion is that "the PST
is entering o new stoge in its evolution, openly breaking with
the revolutionary Marxist conception of the workers united
front bosed on the Leninist conception of the Third Interna-
tional and revived by Leon Trotsky.

This charge is accomponied by the assertion that the leaders of
the PST hove odopted a palicy of crossing class lines and that
in justification "they utilize precisely the argument the Stalin-
ists odvonced in the mid-1930s to justify their adopting the
popular-front line, that is, that it i legitimate to make al-
liances with the bourgecisie or ik so-called democratic sectars
in order to oppose o foscist danger. "

In justification of these grove accusations, the outhom of the
resoluticn allege that the leaders of the PST joined with repre-
sentatives of seven other polifical parties, amang which ware
several bourgeoks parties (including the Unisn Crvico Redical),
in signing @ common document that was presented to “the Argen-
tine president Juan Perdn" in an interview held "March 22"
{The octual date was March 21.)

To prove that the document could not be signed by the PST
without crossing closs lines, the authon of the resolution quoted
several key possoges from it. They then quote from two sup-
pesed editorials in the March ZE-April 5 fssue of Avanzada
Sociolista.

(We say "supposed editorials" precisely because only one of

the orticles cited os such by Rouge B octually on editorial.

This confusion is odd since in recent months Avanzada Socialista
has Followed on explicit norm, publishing Tt editorial in each
issue on page 3 in 12-point type under the caption "EDITO-
RIAL" placed in the right=hand column. The outhors of the
resolution are apparently utilizing the foct that almast all of

m




the arficles in Avonzoda Sociolisio are unsigned (o trodition
inherited from Pwenty-six years of clandestinity) in order o
dub any.and all articles os editorials. And they do this despite
the foct that the very issve of Avanzeda Sochalista cited by
them odhered to our norm, that is, published only one article
under the title of "EDITORIAL" — on page 3 in 12-point type.
And from that article, devoted entirely to the interview with
Perén, the authen of the resalution cite nothing except the
following phrose: "concrete, flexible responses to every con-
juncture in the clas struggle . ")

In their opinion, this cssembloge of quotations prowves that the
leaders of the PST beligve that presenting Perén with o docu-
mant containing o bourgeois political line signed by a mixture
of bourgeois and proletarion parties constitutes an exemplary
ection in defending demacratic rights and fighting fascism.

The charge: oppear an the surfoce lo be irefutable. MNonethe-
less something is awry. The Paronist administration does not
appear to have concluded that the PST copitulated. On Morch
25, four days ofter the interview with Perdn, Comrade Juan
Carlos Coral was arrested and imprisoned for participating in
a meating with workers on strike held in front of the entrance
to the Banca Mocién. An article on thiz wos published in the
some issue of Avanzoda Sociolista that reported the meeting
with Perdn.

Mor do the uliraright thugs, who are operating in collusion
with sectors of the government, appear to have concluded that
the PST is bowing to the pressure of the bourgeoiie. To the
cantrary, they consider that the PST, in view of its fost rote

of grewth and Th expansion inte more and more areas, is be-
coming a gmater potential threat to Argantine copitalism. That
is why thay hove steppad up their raids on our headguarters
and their msassinations of membears of the ST,

The leaders of tha PST did not sign o commeon decument with
any other political party, and no document of such kind was
presented to Perdn ot the March 21 interview.

Haw then did the outhors of the Unfted Secretariat resolution
gain a contrary impression?

We acknow ledge that we are partly to blame far this. Avanzada
Sociolista did publish the text of the supposed common docu-
ment In the March 28-April 3 issue. Moreover, it included o
list of suppesed signers. This was an error — along with the de-
lay in comecting it — for which we toke resporsibility. Com=
rade Coral did make o public comrection on Moy 8 in o fele-
vision interview . A publie rectification was alse mode by the
edltorial stoff of Avenzoda Sociolista in the June 25 isue.

Howewver, these public acknowledgments that an error had been
committed did not satisfy the outhors of the Linited Secretarial
resolution. Apparently they consider the public rectifications
ta ba merely part of @ covar-up.

It has thus become necessary to explain the circumsionces of
tha interview with Perdn more fully.

The context was the ultrarightist coup of February 27 in which
the chief of pelice in Cérdoba, Antonio Domings Navarra,
toppled the elecied provincial government headed by Obragén
Cano. This ominous development, which threatened to start
chain reaction that could lead to a similar coup In Buenos
Ajres gnd the rainstitution of a militory dictatership on a na-
tional scale, wos profoundly disturbing. To meet the threat,

it was imperative for the Argentine workers to mobilize in de-
fense of their hard-won democratic rights and press toward a
socialist resolution of the economic and political crisis rocking
Argentine society. For the PST, this was the central objective
governing averything we did.

The coup in Cérdoba also disturbed other clrcles, including
sechors of the bourggoisie. For voricus reasons these sectors
feared a resumption of military rule; they olic feared the pos-
sibility of a confrontation that could good the workers into @
socialist revolution.

Fram the revelutionary-socialist point of view there was every
reoion fo Foster this Tnelplent division within the ruling clas
and to seek to toke advantoge of Tt. While this wos o secondory
comidarotion, it ployed a role In shaping our immediate tac-
ties, particularly in the question of galning publicity that
might aid in mobilizing the workers.

The leading figure in the move to seek an Interview with Perén
wos Ricordo Balbin of the Unidn Civico Rodical. He had his
own political reasons, of coune, for doing this. Among them
wos fear of what the Cérdeba coup might signify. He armanged
the Tnterview with Perdn,

Pertn granted the interview as head of the government. As the
authors of the United Secretariot resolution correctly exploin,
Perén wos interested in bolstering his political imoge a5 the
“guerantor” of democratic rights for everyone except the ultrc-
rightists and the protogonists of guerilla warfare. We under-
stood this, and we did everything we could to counteroct
Perdn's objectives in this respect, expasing the real role of
his regime.

The projected Intarview had onother side — it irivolved o for-
mal governmental act of quosiparliomentary charoster. The
interview was on official one between the president ond the
represantatives of legally recognized parties listed os being in
the opposition. Perén therefore demonded that the opposition
parties present a document stating the objectives they sought
in the Interview,

For o opposition party ta withdraw at this point would have
Breught into question i legal status. To struggle for legality
and to defend it when it is won i a matter of principle for
Leninists.

Cscar Alende, of the Partido Intronsigente, drew up o droft

for consideration by the sevan other parties. Aside from other
itams, we found the droft to be ohally unocceptable both for
what it included (support of a bourgeois government ond ifs in-
stitutions) and for what it left out {mobilization of the working
closs in defense of democratic rights). At o meeting of represen-
tatives of the eight parties, we argued in fover of omending

the document aleng these fines.

We sought to eliminate all references o supporting the Peron-
ist regime and to odd pelnis concerning mobilizing the workers.
It soon become clear, of coune, thot it was impossible for the
sight parties to reach agresment on a joint statement .

Balbin communicated this foct to officials of the Perdn odmin-
istration, Perén then mode a concession; he withdrew his de-
mand that a common statement be presanted .

Thus the Interview was held without a common statement being
presanted to PerSn and with each party free fo stote ity own
pasitions. |t wos on that bosis aond that basis clone thot we par-
ticipated in the interview . We went os represantotives of the
P5T ond not os adherents of an unprincipled bloc or incipient
popular front.

It can be orgued that we made a mistoke in doing this. We do
not think it was o mistake, but we are quite willing to discuss
the question and are epen fo persuasion if sufficiently compel-
ling erguments can be odduced. However, this has nothing to
do with the charge made by the authors of the United Secretar-
iat resolution that we joined with bourgesis parties in signing
an unprincipled document.
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We recognized that our partielpating Tn an inferview with

Perén might be misunderstood by o few loyal militants and that
some of our opponents might subject it to malicious misinterpre-
fation. Through all the means at our disposal, fnc luding notion-
wide television broodcasts, we sought fo lessen those risks. In
the only genuine editorial eited by the outhors of the United
Secretariat resolution, we clearly stated our political opposi-
tion to Peranism and the Peronlst regime, For instonce, in rela-
tian to our posing the danger represented by the violent octions
of the budding semifascist cuments, we soid:

"Preserving the stability of the Irstitutions in this period does
nat mean supporting the Peronists’ policy or thelr government;
rrithar 7t mears defending the right to utTlize of| demecrotic
Instruments, which however precarious, fsufficient, and grudg-
ingly conceded, make passible o more sxtensive and continuous
relatiorship with the working closs os @ whole and the pesple.

It means preserving the right — for curselves as well @ the ather

pelitical forces — to publish Journah, open heodquarters, make
use of radio and television, orponize rolfies, omsemblies, ond
demonstrations. It alic means the right for workers to imprave
their trade-union erganizations, freeing them both From milj-
tary Tnterventions and from the bureaucracy, as the compafieros
in Villa Canstitucién have just done. It mears, finally, the
chance to make an impact in the election of our rulers and in
eriticizing their programs and the activities of the government.

"All this has absolutely nothing to do with o deferse of fha
pelicy of the government. PerSin came to office wi tup—-
pert of a broad alliance of oll the copitalist and impariclist
1ecters. Defending Perfin's government would mean defending
the Soclal Pact designed to freeze wages at the presant lovels
of exploitation, guaranfeeing the privileges of the landholding
aligarchy ond the Investments of the foreign monopalies. It
would mean, finally, defending the brood range of reprassive
means by which they are trying to impose this econamic palicy,
from reforms of the Penal Code to enforcing the Ley de Prescin-
dibilided (Civil Servonk Redundancy Low). ™ (Emphasis in the
original .}

We beliave that it is impermissible under any circumstances te
give paliticol support to & bourgeals regime, party, coalition,
strueture, or representative — and we have never done so In
the slightest way. We have always oppesed toking the rood of
class eolloboration ledding to popular frontism and to bourgeols
nationalism.

In the foce of o rightist coup, the threat or actual outbreck of
civil wor, ond an assoult on the liberties of the people and the
rights of the workers, 1t Ts'permisible dnd aven seme Fmes Tm-

perative to organize ond corry on tical actions in defense
of democratic rights fogether with nanpre leterion organizations
and tendencies. That Ts what Lenln tought. At the same Hme
the revolutionery party must make Tt crystal clecr thof such o
sirictly limited toctic of jolnr-oction 1o ward off an immediate
danger does not entoll the slightest political subordination,
repprochement, agreement, or collusion with the false policies
of the temporary bourgeois demoeratic allies. Lentn fretilled
the principle of maintaining independence of ceton and volce.
Democrocy can be safeguarded only through the carstant and
independant struggle of the workers for power and soclalism.
The PST hos worked fo mobilize the moses along this line ond
will continee to do so.

What led the daily popers to report thot o comman document
had been signed? What led some of them to say that the sup-
posed [oint document had been handed to Perdn? (The majority
of the Buenos Alres dailies, however — Noticias, Lo Macisn,
Clarfn, Mayoria — said that 1t was only o press release, )

In giving the press his version of the inferview with Parén, Bal-
bin used s an aide-mémoire his own droft statement based on

corrections he hod miade o' the draft drawn up by Alende and
the one proposed by Coral, No doubt it was from this that the
reporfers gained the impression that It was a joint stotement,

and o few of them concluded that it had been handed to Perén,
It should be odded that the leaders of the Communist party

have been pressing for the formation of a popular front in Argen-
tina and they hoped to utilize the interview with Perén oz o

step in that direction. It was In thelr Interest o help odvanes
the interpretation that o comman document had been ogreed fo.

Let us now fake up the attempt by the authors of the Unfted
Secretoriat resalution to show by judiciowsly selecked gquokations
from two articles in the Morch 28-April 5 issue of Avanzoda
Socialista that we have made o turn and now faver jeining un-
principled blocs with bourgesis parties in deferse of democratic
rights.

The United Sacretarial resolution states that it Is our position
that in the given context o struggle must not be conducted to
overfhrow the government or the present frstitutions, but an

the contrary 1t it necessary to defend “demscratic Tnstitutonal-
Tzation and that, fo this end, Tt is correct to esmaBlith an cc-
cord with bourgecls parties by signing joint declarations and
colling for joint demomstrations.

MeTther the genuine nor the supposed editorials utilized by the
outhors of the United Secretariat resolution conmaln the quota-
tion mscribed to us. Wos the “guetation” taken from o different
source? We would appreciate learning whet the source was,

The matter is important, becouse 1t fs on the basis of that “ous-
tation” and Tty occompanying Thierpretetion that we are gc-
cused of repaating the arguments used by the Stalinists-in the
thirties Tn favar of o populer front. The truth i3 that we have
been campaigning in the most comlstent way for mony years
ogainst populor frontism. The very some fute of Avonzada Sa-
cinlista thet has proved 5o servicedble to the autharn of the
resslution carries vigorous polemics agairst populor frontism,
which in the current situation in Argentina represents o real
danger. {The authors &f the resclution ocknow ledge cur polem-
ies againet populor frontism, but brush them mide, soying we
only “formally reaffirmed™ cur poalfion. )

They brush aside, for intonce, the following statement in one
of the articles cited by the outhars of the Uniled Secrefariat
resolution:

"“We . . . are the most determined opponents of ‘demecratic’
or ‘popular frants. ' That s, unlted Fronts between workers and
bosses. The mast basie thing we are Fighting for is the political
independence of the workers mavement from the porties or fronk
of the bosses. For this recson, we did not join in the elections
either with Frejuli (Frerite JusticTaliste de Libarocién Nacional
— the Mational Liberation Front for Social Justice, the Peran-
ist electoral formoticn) or the APR (A llanze Pepular Reve lu-
clonoria — People's Revolutionary Alliance, o popular-front-
type front of small left liberal parties supported by the CP.}
We stand, more strongly than ever, far o united frent of the
working closs.

The authers of the United Secretariat resslution even go so far
o3 to toke phroses from the document allegedly handed to Persn,
ploce tham in quotation marks, and represent them as our posi-
tior . This procedure enobles them to say the following:

"The PST leadership must have realized that all of this — [k
decision to participote in a meeting that served & o caver for
Perdn's ‘normalization’ moves, ik signing o common document
with bourgecis parties (ineluding the Unisn Crvica Raodical,

the troditional bourgecis party and even today the principal
bourgeois force aside from Peronism), Tk preclaiming o "funda-
mental egreement' among all the signen on defending the pro-
cess of 'imstitutionalization, " I accepting "obsjec tives' approved

"




by 'tha people’ (which in mality are ohjectives elaborated by
Cémpora ond Perdn), and its thesis that the fight agoins! fos-
cfsm con and must be conducted in common with the parties
representing the closs enemy — would provoke reactions emong
the party membeship. "

With such methods, it is sasy to prove o cose — any cose, no
matter how far it departs from the truth.

The other gquotations selected by the outhors of the United Sec-
retariat resolution ore frrelevont inmmuch os they do not pre-
sumably defend the famous statement that wos allegedly pre-
santed to Perén, They deal with the concrete situation revalv-
ing around the ultrorightist coup in Cérdoba, the broader threat
this represent in Argentina todoy, and how the oppesition of
certain bourgeois sectors to a possible foscist threat in Argen-
tino might be wtilized In furthering the only sure amswer to
foscism, that is, mobilization of the weorking clos in occor-
dance with the program of revelutienary secialism.

From the way thess quotations are utilized ond from a couple
of mistranslations, it Is evident that the outhors of the Linited
Secratariot resolution do nat understand the concrete situation
in Argenting or our position on it. For instance, they quole one
of the articles in Avanzodao Sociolista os talking about “defend-
ing constitutional stebility." The original reads "defending in-
stitutional stability. " That difference is not an essential one;
what is essential Is o understand that the reference is to the
coup in Céordobo and ity ramifications.

The loose use of the word “institucional" hos undoubtedly added
an element of confusion (ond we are not free of blame in this),
but it is hard to understand how the authorms of the United Sec-
retariot could hove so badly misinterpreted the term in this in=
stonce, for it immediately follows the opening porograph of the
article outlining the concrate situation. The tronslating error
(if that is what it really is) is repeoted eliewhere. For instonce,
the aorticle states that the foct “thot eight palitical parties con-
verged to demand a meeting to raise the imstitutional guestion
is of extraordinary importance (gue ocho partides peliticos
hayan coincidide en soliciter lo entrevista para plontear el
problema Institucional es de extraordinaria importancia) . ™

This is tronsloted oz "the foct that eight parties reached on
ogreement to call for o meating to demand institutionalization
is of extraerdinary importance (le fait que hult partis solent
arrivés & un accord pour demander lo réunion, ofin de deman-
der |'imtitutionalisation est d'une Importance extroordinaire). "
But tha reference in the orticle s to the struggle for the estob-
lishment of comstitutional guarantees of democratic rights, o
process that began with the Cordobozo and the subsequent
downfall of the militory dictatorship. In ofher words, the eight
parties sought the inferview in order to dramatize the problem
of the coup.in Cérdoba and the danger that the process of es-
tablishing democratic rights might be reversed. The objactive
of the PST wos not to pleod with Pardn but to give impahs o
mobilizing the Argentine workers.

St ancther charge Is made agoinst the leodars of the PST by
the authors of the United Secretariat resalution. They state:
"At the same Hime, they (the PST leoders) have forgotten the
fundemental distinction that exists between the democratic
rights demonded by the workers movement and the structures
of bourgeois democracy.

‘We acknowledge that some of the formulations we hove used
could have led to this impression. 'We might even have made
the error in the cumrent situation in Argentina of not carefully
distinguishing betwesn a given bourgesis "structure” ond the
deferse of democratic rights. Since our attention has been
colled to this, we hove begun discussing the matter. We op-
poal to other sectors of the Trokskyist movement to also consider
this question, bearing in mind the concrate situation in Argen-
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tina, including the meaning ocquired by the word “imtituciona-
lizacién. *

If on odjustment is called for, we will not hesTtate to make it
as we have In the past on other guestions.

Howewver, we insist that our bosic approach is squarely Tn oc-
cordance with the Laninist concept of the Third |nternational,
particularly as promulgated by Leon Trotsky. That basic approach
is to mobilize the workers and their ollies along the road to o
socialist revalution through methods outlined in the Transitional
Program

We sse no alternative to this approach. The "guerrilla strategy "
has been advanced o o passible sharfcut. We have rejected

the "guerrilla strategy” as not being in occordance with the
Leninist concept of the Third International, above all as prom-
ulgated by Leon Tretsky. In Argenting the: “guerrilla strategy”
hes proved to be o big obstocle to mobilizing the workers and
their allies along revolutionary-socialist lines.

We note In passing that the authors of the United Secretariat
resolution throw in the chorge that we "previously supported
the Uruguayan Frente Amplio, which was led by o representa-
tive of the bourgeoisie, SEREGHI. . . ."

The intent of this grotultous cssertion is clear, The authos

want to suggest that we supported the bourgesis figure Seregni,
and called on the workers to vote for the Frente Amplio, a closs-
collaborationist bloc. The innuendo, however, has no basls In
foct. That is why the authors of the United Secretariat resolu-
tion offer no quotations or other "procfs. " (We are willing to
discuss the character of the Uruguayan Frente Amplic, the
Chilean Unided Popular, or the French Union de la Gauche,

and what toctical attitude cught to have been adopted toward
them, but this is hardly the ploce to fake up these problems.)

We turn now o the July 12 oddendum to the resolution of the
United Secretariat, The addendum ocknowledges the public
salf-criticism mode by the editorial staff in the June 24 Avan-
zodo Socialista only to shrug it off os meaningless. If the lead-
am of the PST did not sign the document handed to Perdn, that
proves nothing, they argus, becouse the PST leaders support
such a course in generall But then the specific casa invalving
our allegedly signing the document, on which the authors of
the United Secratariot hinged everything, also disoppeans, and
wa ara left with nothing but their general assertion, deprived
of any foundation in foct, that cur course hes been "oppartunist,

Mareaver, the outhors of the resclution contend, If the leaders
of the PST did not sign the document allegedly handed to Perén,
they ot least signed other unprincipled documents; therefore

the charges ogainst us still stand. The fresh "evidence" odduced
for this argument — which is on extroordinary one to soy the
leost — is that on June 29,1974, the P5ST added it signoture

to the signotures of seven other parties on o "center-left” dec-
laration supporting “the process of imstitutionalization in the
country” and "the operation of the legal mechanisms of consti-
tutional succession. " The source of this "evidence, " shate the
outhors of the resolution, is the Juna 30, 1974, issue of the
Buenos Aires bourgeols daily La Opinidn. (Other newspapers
reported to the controry. For exomple, La Macisn.)

Besides this, the outhoms of the resolution declore, on July 3,
following the death of Perdén, the lecders of the PST signed o
statement In the city of Santa Fe in resporse to a request from

the president of the provincial parlioment in support of "the
maintenance of constitutional stebility as the only odequate
means for ottoining social jusfice in freedom, breaking the grip
of the imperialist interests, and ochieving losting independence. *
The source cited for this “evidence” is o dispatch from Rosorio
published in the July 4 issue of the Buencs Aires bourgeais

daily El Cronista Comercial.
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The reports are erroneous In both instances. In neither cose did
aither leoders or members of the PST sign any such documents
or support them. We would suggest fo the authoms of the post-
script to the resclution of the United Secretariat that the stan-
dards of accurecy in the bourgeols press in Argenting ore even
below those of L Monde.

A final point: How could it happen that the editerial staff of
Avanzada Secialista made the error it did in reporting the
March 21 interview with Perén? 1t is of no public interest fo
go into the detalk, which concern the organization and func-
tiening of the staff. Suffice it fo state that the specific problem

i but one of many fecing aur organization in o period of umul-
tuous growth. The opportunities for recruitment and axparsion
hove placed extreme demands on all our secsoned codres. Mew
adherents are being Integroted as fost o possible, but full fne
tegration requires Hime. Mearwhile ermors ore bound fo erop up.
Our situation, we are sure, will be oppreciated by these sectors
of the world Trotskylst mevament that have urdergone similar
periods of swift growth. What we require obove all from the
Fourth Internaticnal at present is undemstanding of our appor-
tunities and problems — and loyal collaberation in our effort

to handle them 1n o principled woy.

August 20, 1974

2stotement of

the united secetariat

The United Secretariat of the Fourth Internationol has adopted
the following statement in resporse to the August 20, 1974,
statement of the Executive Commites of the P5T:

We ocknowledge the affirmation of the comrades of the PST
that they did not sign the document of March 21, 1974, or tha
documents of June 22 and July 3, 1974, signatures the Argen-
ting press hod atfributed to them.

If the contrary impression was created, it was due in large part
to the fact that Avanzoda Socialiste, the organ of the PST,
hed itself confirmed the information in the bourgeoks press in
this regard and to the fact that there wos on extroordinary de-
lay in the comrection made by the PST,

Let us leave aside the argument that Tt wes necessory fo walt
two months before publicly comrecting the emor mode by Avan-
zodae Socialisto In order to give that correction greater exposure
through the television appearance of Comrode Coral. But what
of the delay in the internal rectification?

The comrades of the PST were Invited 1o thres succassive mesb-
ings of the United Secretariat to explain their atiitude toward
the-meeting and document of March 21, 1574, Theay did not
ottend any of these meetings. They could have immediarely
exploined in writing that they had not signed the document

in question. They refrained from doing so., The First written
indication in this regard was recelved by the Uinited Secretor-
igt ot the beginning of June in a leter from the PST dated
Mey 23. The first public interpretation of the new version of
the facts come to the Unifed Secretarial three months after the
events, with the June 24 issue of Avanzado Socialista, which
explained that the PST hod not signed fhe document. To this
day we have received no explanation of the ressons that led
the PST to delay so lang on internal rectification that could
have been sent forty—eight hours ofter their receipt of the fimt
letter from the United Secretariot.

We also ocknowledge to the comrodes of the PST that in the
published text of the United Secretariat resolution of July 12,
1974, the possage relative to the PST's cenception of the de-
fense of institutionalization was ploced between quotation
marks through an error in tramscription of the monuscript. It

is frue that this was not o quotation from Avanzodo Socialista
but rather our own judgment of the meaning of the conceptions
and oction of the leaders of the PST, a judgment based nat on

an allegedly abusive quotation but rather on an analysis that
we can only refterote.

All this Ts not the basls of the problem. What concerned the
leodership of the Fourth Internatianal wes not only the foct
that occording to the Argentine press, including Avanzede
Soclolisto, the P5T was said to hove signed o commeon declom-
tion with seven other parties, several of them bourgeois parties,
one of them the country's principal bourgeois opposition party.
What was also of cancern wos the argumentation through which
the leadership of the PST had justified the meeting with repre-
sentatives of the government and the bourgeois parties and
thraugh which Avanzoda Socialista had justified — “by mis-
take " it now oppears — signafure of a common dacument of
the eight parties.

Avanzoda Socializta cantinued to develop this argumentation
for menths . It thus exhibited a palifical orientation thot breaks
with the programmatic continuity of the Fourth Internotional
and of revolutionary Marxism on at least one Important ues-
tion. That is the reoson the leadership of the Fourth Interna-
Honal judged 1} necessary to make public Tk eriticim of the
PST in its declaration of July 12,1974, and, at the request of
the PST, continues to have this discussion publicly.

I

Thus, in the fint denfal, published by the June 26 Avenzada
Socialista, we reod [we are quoting the English version pub-
lished Tn the July 15,1974, Intercontinental Press):

“In our country the demecratic [Therties we have af present

ore the result of remandous worken' struggles that erupted

with the Cordobazo. These liberties ore being threatened by
the rise of foscist groups that are supported by a wing of the
government, by the union bureaucracy, ond by the bourgeoisia.
Foced with that threat, we consider It not only parmissible

but cbligatery to moke limited, toctical, temporery agreements
with any sector that comes out for the defense of democratic

righk. . . .

"One of the eight parties proposed rthat o joint declaration be
made, and it presented o draft. Our party proposed o series of
changes that were partially occepted , At the time we went o
press, the editorial staff thought that the document bore the
signature of the Partido Socialiste de los Trebajodones. Ac-
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_“

tually, Tt wos not signed because there was st 1| disogreemant
with it "

That can mean but one thing: In principle. the leaderhip of the
PST continues to think thot signing o common document with
the Communist porty and o cerfain number of bourgecl: pafties,
among them the country's principal opposition bourgeois porty,
“for the deferse of the process of imtitutionalization was
correct. IF the PST did not sign this particular common declamo-
tion, it s simply because an agreement on the exoct content

of the declaration had not {must we soy, hod not yet?] been
reached,

In it July 4, 1974, hsue Avanzoda Sociolisto returned to the
charge and wrote (again, we ore quoting the English venion,
published Tn the July 22, 1974, Intercontinental Press):

"Our party 11 the only militant party left in Argenfing that has
publicly stated that it supporh the process of institutionaliza-
Hons s

"In October 1972 represenfotives of our party went to meet the
reprasantative of the military dictatorship to tell him that we
supporfed the ‘process of institutionalizetion' and te demand
the withdrowal of the militery junta from the government.

o, . . todoy , ance again, in the aftermath of General
Fnrﬁn s death, wa have reiterated our support for the 'proces
af Tr|+Tm!:omETzu1‘mn oooinst the attacks of the putichist

right. "

We ware ond are in total oppesition te this palitical orienpe-
tion, whese fundomentel logle, besed on o distorted quotation
fram Lanin, s expressed in the clearest manner in the follow-
ing passage from the July 4, 1974, Avonzoda Socialistae:

“In a nutshell, since the Cordobazo unfeoshed the struggle
agaimt the Ongenia dictatorship, the word ‘Institutionaliza-
tian' hes acquired a meaning Tn Argentine polifics different
from the one given in tha dictionary. [t hos become o synanym
of fighting o defend or win democratic rights.

“This is why we hove wsed the term in public stotement. And
we do not regret using it to condamn the militery dictotonhip,
even though thit could have the effect of defending the elec-
tions the Peronisls wen; or to condemn the Mavarmo coup, even
though this could hava the effect in proctice of defending
Obregtn Cano; or fo condemn & coup d'efot now, even if it
has the effect of defending the Peronist government. . . .

This is what Lenin wos referring to when he said that every
revolutionary had to distingulsh between forms of government
and defend the higherones. . . .

"How must the process of institutionalizotion be defandad?

“The fact that in defending democretic rights our position co-
incides with ran-working-class and norsocialist cuments and
parties does not mean that we agree with them on anything
else or on the way to defend these democratic rights.

"Our party will always ogree with Balbin and the FAS lawyers
in opposing by all means the suppression of the daily EI Mundo.
Balbm does this in the noeme of the bourgeois liberal constitu=-
tion he supports. We do 3o In the nome of workers democrocy
and secialism.

"These convergences with bourgeais sectons con be expressed
in the form of limited ogreements, documants, sfatements, etc.
All these vorious types of public octions, from jeint communi-
qués to rallies, ore useful and help to create the kind of sacial
corsciousness and climate needed to defend civil libarties or
condemn fascism, Moreover, they safeguard ond reinforce the
legal rights of the revolutionary party "
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We can only repeat: We ore in fotal disogreament with this
conceplion of the struggle ogoinst fascizm and the threat of
rightist dichaforship. For the Trobkylst movement and the Fourth
International, the stroggle ogainst foscism and the threat of
rightat dickatorship 7s centered on the necesity for the workers
united front, which s o closs front and not an Tntercloss Front.
We reject the Social Democratic policy of lesser evilism oc-
cording to which the workers ore supposed to defend “superior”
or “beter" bourgeoh “forms of government” ogainst "less good"
or "inferior” formi of government. Lenin explained that It was
perfectly possible to struggle ogainst Kornilov without defend-
ing the “superior" form of governmant of Karensky . Trotsky
many times explained thot the necesity of combating the fos-
cist threat as the heoviest threot weighing on the working closs
in no way involved defense of the "superler" government of
Bruning, not to menfion that of von Papen or von Schleicher,
ogainst Hitler. (Leon Trowlky, The Struggle Agalnst Fasclsm in
Germany, Pothfinder Press, Mew York, 1971, pp.95, 108, 135-
7, 140, 152, eic.)

The position of Avanzoda Socialista wos 10 excessive that the
PST had to back off on the motter and skefch out an inftial seff-
eriticiam in ik stotement of August 20, 1974, There we reod:

"5till anothar-charge 1s made dgainst the leaders of the PST by
the outhars of the United Secretoriat resolution. They state:
‘At the same time, they (the PST leaden) have fargatten the
fundomantal distinction thal exists between the democratic
rights demanded by the workerns movement and the structures
of bourgesis democrocy., '

“We ocknow ladge that some of the formulations we heve used
could hove led fo this impression. We might even hove mode
the error in the current sitvation in Argenting of not carefully
distinguishing bebween o given bourgeols “structure’ and the
defense of democratic rights, "

Unfortunately, this beginning of self-criticism, which we salute,
stops shart with on aHempl to reduce everything to samantic
confusion aver the word "institutionalization.” The word is sup-
posedly not being used In the dictionary sense, but rather to
mean “the instituticnal guarantee of democratic rights. " With-
out wanting to enter-into this semantic debate, we drow the
attention of the PST comrodes to the foct that thamelves
have used this term in o clearly brooder sense — one that does
not diverge very much from the usual meaning the “dictionaries”
commonly attribute to ft. When Avanzade Socialiste, apropes
of the "process of institutionalization,  refers to the ulm:hm
won by the Peronists (issue of July 4, 1978); when fhe P51 in-

sish-on the necessity of oblaining cormstitutional guorantees of
demoeratic riﬁ 1 {Intercantinental Fress, Emﬁ 7,154
omrode Coral offirms ot the "multiseciorol™ meeting of
Ocinhur& 15974: “El PST seguird luchando contro todos esos
foc tores gue crean el clima golpista, ¥ luchard por la conti-
nuidad de esle goblerno, porque fué elegido por la mayoria de
les trobajodores argentinos, . . . (The PST will continue strug-
gling ogairmst all these foctors that creote the putschist climate
and will struggle for the continulty of this government, becouse
it wos elected by the majority of Argentine workers; Avonzoda
Sociolista, October 17, 1974), i is obvious that it is not simply
a question of the “guaranfes of democratic rights” but alse of
the functioning of the institutions of the so-called democratic
parliamentary bourgeois state as a whole. Obvicusly, fhis in-
cludes parliamentary elections, the parliament, the bourgeois
shate opparohs, the government that comes out of these elec-
H‘ur:_, ete. And ‘Marxist-Laninisis know thot thess fnstitutions
also involve defending bourgeois property, eapitalist exploite-
ion, and fhe apparatus of repression devoted fo this defense .

The insufficiency of the self-criticism and the confusion that
it maintoins derive from the foct thot the comrodes of the PST
identify the question of "irstitutionalization, " thai Is, the con-
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tinuity of the democratic porliomentary institutions of the bour-
geals state with the question of the defense of democrotic rights.
It is true that the PST's August 20, 1974, declaration pronounces
inalf ogoirst any political support to a bourgeois regime or
coalitien. That is really the least one con demard from an or-
gonization that claims allegionce to Trofskyism. But the rejec-
tion of “support to the policy of @ bourgeais regime" combined
with “support to the process of institutionalization, " that s,

the consolidation and strangthening of the institutioms of bour-
geois-parliementary democrocy, leoves the question of the
PST's affitude toward the bourgeois state completely opan,

And it is thot question that Ties af the center of the confroversy.
The PST's self-criticism has not at all clarified the party's al-
titude Tn this regard. We hope that it will be extended o elim-
inate any equivocotion on this crucial problem.

Il

The ariging of the confusion appear rather clearly when fhe
question of agreements with the parties or representatives of

the bourgecisie is exomined. Revalutionary Marxish are odvo-
cotes of the deferse of democratic rights| They have even
alwoye allowsd for the possibility of temporary technical agree-
ments with bourgeols libarals on procticol ehjectives of struggle
for o given and prectse democratic right, all the while reject-
fng any palifical bloc with the Tiberol bourgecisie. Trotsky
cited in this regord the foct that some bourgeots Jews gave
maney o the Social Democratic worken groups in Russia in
order to allow them to buy arms o Fight ogairnst the Block Hun-
dreds, who were organizing pegroms. Only inveterate sectariars
who ore scorcely inferested In the real struggle could reject
such an agreement o “opporfunist.

Likewise, no revolutionary having o minimum of good serse
would reject the support of o bourgeois politicien in o compaign
to defend or regain legality for o workers journal or for the
exprcise of the right fo strike, so long as that support i not
cantingant on subordinating the general odentation, including
in the defensa of democratic rights, fo the exigencies of the
search for the support, that s, to a policy of compromise with
the “libaral® bourgeoisie.

The August 20,1974, document of the Executive Committes of
the PST appears to say the same thing. But insliding from the
question of an occaslonal technical ogreement for the defenss
of o particular democratic right to the seorch for an agreement
with the "liberal" bourgecisie for the defensa of democratic
rights in general, the statement passes impercaptibly to the
search for political occords for the defense of the Tratitutions
of bourgeois parliomentory demoerocy .

This emerges clearly from the quotatiors already cited from the
Juky 41574, Avanzoda Socialisto, in which this journol specks
of "convergences with bourgesis sectors (that) can be expressed
in the form of limited egreaments, documents, declarations,
ate. All these various types of public octions(!), from joint
communiauss to mallies, o useful and help to create the kind
of social comciousness and climate(l) needed to defend civil
libarties or condemn{|) foscizm. "

It is precisely to aveid such confusion that Trokky clarifies the
objectives of the workers united front in the struggle ogainst
the rise of fascism by making o distinction between the deferse
of the "germs, elements, of proletarion demacracy within bour-
geols democrocy” ond the defense of the bourgeois-democratic
Trati tutions of the bourgeols shate;

“What will the Communist Porty 'defend’? The Waimor Consti=
tution? Mo, we will leave that task to Brondler, The Commu-
nist Party must call for the defemse of those material and moral
posifiors which the working closs hos monoged to win in the
German shote . This most directly concerns the fote of the work-
en' political ergonizations, hrode unfons, newspapers, printing

plantks, clubs, librories, etc. Communist workers must say fo
their Sociel Democratic counterparts: 'The policies of our par-
ties are ireconcilably opposed: but if the fascists come tonight

| to wreck your organization's hall, we will come running, arms
.in hond, to halp you. Will you promise us that if our orgeniza-

tion is threatened you will rush to our aid? ' This is the quintes-
sance of our policy in the coming perfed. All ogitation must be
pitched in this key." (The Struggle Agoinst Foscism in Germany,
Pathfinder Press, 1971, p.72.)

And still more clearly In an orticle entitled "Fascism ond Dem-
ocratic Slogans” doted July 14, 1933:

"It fs true that the upsurge of discontent of the middle closses
and the resistonce of the workers will provoke o division in the
bloc of the owning closses and will Impel o 'left wing' te seek
ties with the petty bourgeoisie. But the tesk of the party of the
proletariat in regard to the 'liberal” wing of the cwning closses
will not eorslst in infegrating them inte o blec 'of all closses’
agairst fescism bul on the contrary in immedictely engaging in
a determined struggle ogainst it for influence over the lower
layers of the petty bourgeoisie. " (Trotsky, Schriften Uber
Deubchland, Velume 2, p.&00, our emphasis,)

Mow, the meetings In which the PST has been participating

in no way hod os their objective engaging in proctical octions
for the defense of o given democrotic right, @ given conguest
of the working class. |} was o metter of meetings to affirm —
in the presence of the government — the defense of the "pro-
cess of imstitutionalization. " Moreover, regular meetings with
the bourgesis opposition porties and the CF are in turn becom-
ing irstitutionalized meetings. In political terms, that is colled
an intarc political bloc ogairst all those who "resort o
vielence” in Argentina ond who thereby threaten the "process
of Tnstitutionalization, ™

This palitical orientation it inadmissible from the stondpoint of
principle. From the stordpoint of the desired effeck in the
struggle agoirst the fascist threat ond opainst the berror of the
for right it is totally ineffective.

In its March 28, 1974, issue Avanzoda Scclalista mokes much
of a quatation from Trokky affirming thet in the struggle agalnst
foscism one con even moke an allionce with the devil and his
grandmother. But the organ of the PST neglects to add that this
quotation was aimed ot explaining fo Communist workens the
nacessity of a united front with the Social Democratic party,
o P Fitardih? WO A vty whest Tadare gw LB Al
represenfatives of the bourgecisie within the worken movemen!
but who are no less port of the orgonized workers movemant.
Tratsky in no way m%wnr with beurgeois

fes ITke those: that are participating in the regular meetings
batwoen the PST and the seven ather parties.

In drawing this quototion out of context Avanzodo Socialista
above all does not point cut that the very article from which

| this phrase s drown, “What Mext, " turns completely on the

idea of the clms united frant, of o “cless ogoinst closs” oppo-
sition to combat fhe rise of foscism:

“The contentions regarding the policies of the united front
take their origin from such fundamental and inexorable exi-

gencles of the struggle of closs ogoinst closs. . ...° (The Stug-
gle Against Foscism in Germany, p. 175,

""Closs against closs!® This means all organizations of the pro-
letarial must foke their plece in the united front ogeimt the
bourgecisia.

"The proctical program of the united front is determined by

agreements with organizotions mode in full view of the masses.

Every orgonizotion remairs under il own banner and its own
3



leadership. Every crganization cbeys Tn cctfon the discipline
of the united front.

"*Closs ogoinst closs!' Tndefatinoble agitation must be conducied
in order that the Social Democrotic orgonizations and the re-
formist trade unions shall breck with the perfidious bourgecis
allies in the 'Iron Front' and that they join in common with the
Communisks and all other orgonizations of the praletariat.”
(lbid. p. 256.)

Trotsky comsidared the breakup of the allionce betwean the
Social Democrots ond the "ontifmscist" bourgecis "liberals®
of the Stoatsportei os o concomitont condition for the comsti-
tution of o wn%eﬂ united front ogoinst fascism. He called for
the exclusion of the bourgeols liberals of the Eisarne Front
(Iron Front) ot the some Hime as he demandad conclusion
of agreements between the Social Democratic party and the
CP.

Does the P5T counferpose the conception of o bloc with liberal
bourgeois parties for the defanse of the "process of Insttution-
alization" to Trokky's conception of the worken united front?

This conception of Trotsky's was not o concession fo the ulto-
leftist atmosphere prevailing in the Communist Intemational

in the beginning of the 1930s. Its roots lie in the Marxist com-
prehergion of the origine and noture of fascism. The source of
the rise of fascism lies in the structural crisiz of decodent cop-
italism and the crisis of the bourgeois-parliomentary system,
which & its corollery. The more serious these fwo crises be-
come without the revalutionary vanguord being capoble of
leading the working closs to the overthrow of capitalism, the
more the culture medium of the foscist germs ferments. Under
these conditions, to counterpose defense of Increcsingly paro-
lyzed bourgeois-parliomentary Trstitutions in decompesition to
the rise of fascism s to court certain defeat. Trofsky explained
in this regard:

“lsn't the conclusion self-evidant that, foced with difficulties
and tmsks too great for it, the democratic regime is losing con-
trel?. . . The internal and external difficulties of the German
nation have heated up the closs struggle to the paint where no
one can or wants to subordinate it to parliomentary conven—
tions. Some may regret this, bitterly reprooch the extremist
parties for their inclination toward viclence, hope for o better
future . Bul foctks ore focts. The wires of democrocy cannot
take too high o social voltage, Such are, however, the volt-
aget of our Hime." (Ibid. pp.267-568.)

For this reoson, the workers united front ogoinst fascism furms
entirely on the extraparliomentary action of the worken. The
defense of the worken organizotions ogoirst the foscist gangs
fs an indispensable precondition for sirengthening the salf-
confidence, striking force, and combativity of the working
closs. That Is why wanting to pos o “the offensive” so long

as fascism 5 not driven back represents Imesponsible chatter:
But this defense must unleash a dynomic of anticapitalist offen-
tive to render the antitmcist struggle vietorious:

"The task of demolishing foscism retoins oll s ocuteness, The
decisive bottle of the proletariat agoinst fascism will signal

the simultaneous collision with the Bonapartist state opparatus.
This makes the m%i' strike on indispersoble fighting weapon.
It must be prepored. A special general strike plan must be
worked out, that s, a plon for the mobilization of the forces
to carry it out. Proceeding from this plan, a mos campalgn
must be unfolded, on the basts of which on ogreement for camry=
ing out the general strike under well-defined palitical candi-
tions may be proposed to the Social Democracy. Repeated and
made concrete ot every new stage, this proposal will lead Tn
the process of Tt development to the creation of the sovieks

os the highest organs of the united front. " (Ibid. p.32T.)
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And even more clearly:

“The logie of events is such that the struggle for *parlioment’
and for "democrocy’ becomes for every Social Democratic wark-
ar o question of r. Thereln lies the main content of the
whale conflict from the standpoint of the revolution. The ques-
tion of power s the question of the revelutionary unity of the
proletariat in action. A united front policy with respect to the
Social Democrocy must be pursued in the very near fulure to
render possible, on the basis of proletarian democratic repre-
sanfation, the creation of cles orgons of struggle, T.e. of
workers soviens. "

Of course, Argentina In 1974 is not Germany in 1932, There '
are important differences in the social structure of the tweo

countries, Tn the relative weight of the different social closses,

and above all in the forms of organization, political trodition, '
and laval of political closs consclousness of the worken . But

no “national particularity” con wansform the Rodical party of

Mr. Balbin info a serious candidate for the organization of a

general sirike — not to mention workerns councils — at the side

of the worken organizations. Is it not obyious that Tromsky s
defending a different political orientation in these propasitions

of struggle agoinst cist threat through the workers united

frant leading fo the unifed closs action of the proletariot cul-
minating in o general strike — different from the orientation

that sees regular meetings with bourgecis parties, signing

common dec larations and communigués with these parties, and
arganizing commen meatings with these porties os the useful

condition for "creating the kind of social comsciousness and

climate needed 1o defend civil liberties or condemn foscism”
{Avanzoda Socialista, July 4, 1974)7

Moreaver, the comrodes of the PST are cought in on edditional
controdiction. They heavily insist on the foct that they were o
remain irremediably opposed to coalitions of the "popular front”
type, Excollent resolvel But they seem to forget that the popu-
lar fronts were constituted in the 1930 exactly with the oim

of "dafending democratic rights” ogainst the foscist threat. If
not only technical agreements but alse political agreements
with liberal bourgeois parties are admissible for the defense

not only of a specific democratic right but democratic rights

in general, what remains of the basis of the revolutionary Marx-
ist cpposition to the “ontifoscist” policy of the popular front?

ls it solely the foct that the popular front alse contains a gov-
emmental progrom? Would it then become occeploble without
such a program? If ogreement with bourgeois parties fo defend
democratic rights in genaral Is odmissible, is It not even more
admissible for regaining them where they have been suppressed?
What then remains of the validity of the revalutionary Marxist
oppasition fo the policy of "ontitoscist front" with the “libera]"
bourgeoisie and its political porties, as followed by the Spanish
CP, the Chilean CP, and the Uruguayan CFP, to cite only three
exomples?

The guestion is not simply rhetorical. Alreody the PRT-U (Par-
tido Revolucionario de los Trobojadores-Uruguay), a close po-
litical ally of the PST, has pronounced inelf squarely in faver
of such o front for the “reconguest of free alections”:

“In view of this situation and the woy the comsclousness of the
working class has advanced as a result of the colossal general
strike It fought in defense of the lost vestiges of its democratic
righhk, which were wrenched oway by the putschists, we think
that the struggle begun in June (1973) must continue . [t must
go forward to overthrow the ﬂ:hmhlpﬁ%ﬁi‘%
that sums up the most urgent demands of the workers
behind it the entire prople’s movement, including secrors of
the bufp«olﬁe Ttself that are opposed to the dictatorship, We
nk this progrom . . . is summed up in the demond for free
elections in which all parties can participate. ™ [Frensa Gbrera,
rch 11,1974, quoted in Intercontinental Press, April 22,
1974, our emphasis.)




We are entitled to @k the comrodes of the PST: Do you ogree
with this “bloc” with the liberal bourgesisie for the "defense”
or "conquest” of "free elections™? Is that the line that Trosky
defended o the orientation for the struggle ogainst fascism
and the threats of far-rightist dictatorship? ls that the arienta-
fion of the workers united front? Is not an urgent and complete
self-criticism required In foce of such dongerous confision?

1.

Meverthe less, the seriousness of the error committed by the
PST ecquires an additional dimension whan it is ploced in the
context of the concrete political sifuation that exists in Argen-

ting today .

Revolutionary Merxists are unanimous in regarding the replace-
ment of the military dictatorship of Lanusse by the mturn o
power of the Paronists o3 being the result of the rise of an ex-
plosive mass mavement that began with the fnsumectional gen-
eral strike in Cérdoba in 1969, We will add that the develop-
ment of multiple forms of armed confrentation betwesn the mil-
itary bourgeois forces on the one hand and sectors of the mosas
as well a3 some groups of the vanguard on the other created

for the bourgecisia the clear danger of a civil war in which
entire sections of the foiling mases would successivaly become
engoged, o danger that precipitated {is opting for a retumn to
power of the Peronists.

By promoting the “process of institutionalization” through the
"great national accord, " the Argentine big bourgeoisie, sup-
ported by Imperialism, pumsued the essentiol aims of averting
the risk of an overall confronfation between its army and the
masses (which Invalved, moreaver, a chollenge to the internal
coheslon of the army), of reestablishing control over the work-
er movament through the Peronist trade-union burecucracy, of
amesting the impetuous rise of workers strupgles, and of re-
launching the process of accumulation of capital thanks to the
combination of reestoblished "social peace™ ot home and pre-
cise cperotions abroad (search for investments from European
and Joponese imperialism, search for new outlels in the bureau-
cratized workers states, development of an "Andes bloe™ as o
privileged market for Argentine industry vis-a-vis its Brozilian
compatitor, stc,).

But the sine qua nen for the success of this Peronist project was
the scceptance of "social peoce” by the whole working class

in exchange for “free elections® ond some improvemenh in real
wages in comparisan with the werst periods of the military dic-
totorship, And the situation in the workers movement after the
experience of the militory dictatorship and after the Cordobozos
was no longer one of Integral control by the Peronist bureau-
crocy over all the workers. A grewing number of workers —
although still lorgely o minority en a national seale — were
beginning to act independently both in certain regions (Tueu-
mén and Cérdoba, for example) and in certain sectors (the work-
ers of the drofting industry, for example] .

Under these conditions, the mestablishment of the Peronist re-
gime inevitably Invelved o growing vielent and terrorist repres-
sion not only ogainst the Peronist far left and the groups en-
gaged Tn guerrilla struggle, but also against oll independent
sectors of the workers movement and the warking closs. From
the attacks agairt the Peronist youth on the very day of Perdn’s
refumn to Argentina (the mossacre ot Ezeiza sirport) to the roid-
ing operations agairst union headquarters in October 1974, in-
clusive of the innumerable Intervening bombing ottocks and
ossassinations of leftist militants, this repression has in no way
been a “riposte” to the "violence of the for left, " os the open
apologists and other mouthpleces of the bourgeaisie claim.
Rather, it is irscribed in the very logic of the project of the
Great Motional Accord: me:iiii:ﬁ "social peace™ af any
price end isolate — in order to crush them — the rodicalized
sectors of the working class and the petiy bourgeoisie that are

net submitting fo the "sociol peoce.” The resolution on Argen-
tina-adopted by the Tenth World Congress of the Fourth Inber-
national {Fourth Congress since Reunification) affirmed in this
regard:

“It is this very explesion of the internal conflick of Peronfsm
that has rapidly brought to light the unstoble charocter of the
new peried of bourgeois democrocy. But beyond the internecine
struggle within the Peronist movement, the escalotion of actons
by the porapolice gongs and the bureaucracy is aimed ot deal-
ing selective but effective blows against sectors of the social
vanguard that refuse to accept the imperatives of copitalist
'nationol recomstruction. ' The murder of militants, kidnoppings,
and the rightist attacks of vorious kinds ore occurring of o
rhyythm never seen bafore, even under the military dictatorship.
A curious 'democrocy’ thot develops the white terror storting
from the highest governmental circles| The selective repression,
under the cover of the octivity of the porallel gangs, Ts going
to be completed by new repressive legislation on various levels.”

Thet is exoctly what has happened .

This “institutionalized” and systemotized repression, under the
direct control of Lépaz Rego, the "strongman” of the Peronist
regime, reveals the hypoeritical end froudulent character of

the declarations of the leoding Peronists — yesterday General
Perén end today Moaria Estella Perén — accerding to which

“the process of instinstionalization™ justifies no form of vie-
lence. Those who hove made these declarations are tolerating,
covering for, ond justifying o systematic terror ogainst the ven-
guard sechors of the working closs ond youth. The first duty of

a mevolutionary party in Argenting is to denounce this abject
hypocrisy. The P3T's participation in the Institutionalized
meeting between the government and the so-called center-

left. oppesition on the contrary provides left cover for a polit-
ical operation whereby the Peronist regime is seeking to cam-
oufloge its responsibility for the orgonization of an antiworker
and antirevolutionary repression behind the shield of verbal
declorotions ogainst "terrorism wherever it comes fram." By
publishing heodlines in its newspoper like "MNeither Guerrillas
Mor Social Peace, " by multiplying condemnations of "terrarism
of the left and the right, " by offirming thet the "guerrillos
create the pretext” for the unleashing of the rightist terror,

the PST provides grist for the mill of the bourgeois propagande
to the effect that the foscist terror is the "product” of the "vic-
lence of the left" instead of dencuncing the terrorist repressicn
agairst the for left and the vanguard sectors of the working
class a3 the logical and inevitable product of the Peronist pro-
joct of reestablishing "sociol peoce” of any price and of foster-
ing closs collaboration in a climate of exacerbation of the

¢ lass struggle.

The PST's participation in the hypocritical comedy of "national
harmenization" around support fo the process of institutionaliza-
Hon erganized by the Peronist regime is oll the more frought
with consequences in that it allows the bourgeois press to dis-
tribute in'millions of copies reports about the PST's approval
of the gevernment propoganda obout the “union of n%—
tines cround democratic institutions and the unanimeus condem-
nation of viclence." And the statement made by Juan Corles
Coral at the "multisectoral meeting" of October 8, 1974, wo
not made to deny this propagande. In the text of that stafement,
we read, notably:

"Asumiends plenaments lo cucto de resporsabilidod que nos
coresponde en el octuel proceso polftico con la sinceridad con
que siempre hemos expresodo nuestros punfos de vista, y con

la sincerided que la misma sefiora presidente nos reclomoba en
su discurse infcial, hemos venido esto mafona o repudiar cate=
goriomente todos las formes de terrcrismo, todes Tas manifesta-
ciones de vialencla individual de grupos que se ejercon ol mar-
gen de lo voluntad y los necesidodes de los mosos, v o repudior
también esa otra forma de violencio mas general y cosi institu-
cionalizada en nuestro palk, que es el golpe de estado.
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“Terming, sefiora, diciends que nuestro portido comidera util
esto forma de didlogo, que no tiene precedentes an el pais.
Mo prefendemos modificar con un discurso la politica del go-
biemo, paro, seguromente, la sefioro presidente y los sefiores
ministros habrén recogide olgunms de lo ckservociones que
bemos Formu lodo .

*Sobemos gue los limitociones burguesas del gobiema le impi-
dirdn adoptor las medidas minimas que nesotros reclamames.

Ni puede hacer lo Reforma Agraria, ni puede expropriar los
manopalios, ni puede madificar sustanciolmente la relacién

de precios y selorios, nl podrd, seguramente, sancionar drosti=-
camente los desbordes de la violencio foscisto.

“E| Partido Socicliste de los Trobajodores seguird Tuchando
contio todos esos foctoms que crean el clima golpista, y lu-
chard por la continuidad de este gabiermo, porque fué elegide
por la mayorfa de los trobajodores argentinos v porque permite
el ejercicie de algunas libertodes democréticos que son, o w
vez, una conauista de las movilizaciones obreras ¥ populares
gque conmavieron al pak o portir del cordobazo.” (Avanzada
Sociallste, October 17, 1974.)

{"We fully csseme the responsibility that devolves on us in the
present palitical process with the sincerity with which we have
alwoys expressed our points of view and with the sincerity that
Safiora Presidents hemelf demanded of us in her opening speech;
we have come this marning to cotegerically nggluh all forms
of terrorism, all the manifestations of indjvidual violence of
groups that act opart from the desires and necessities of the
masses, and o repudiote abo that other, more general, almost
instihsbionalized, Form of viclence in our country represented

by coups d'etat.

{(*Finally, Sefora, let us say that our porty considers this form
of dialague, which Is unprecedented In the country, to be use-
ful. We do not hope te alter the government's palicy with a .
spoach; but surely Sefora Presidente and the ministers hove
noted seme of the observations we hove formulated.

{"We know that the bourgeois limitations of the government
will prevent it from odopting the minimal mecsures that we are
demanding. |t cannat carry out the Agrarion Reform, ‘cannot
expropriate the monopolies, cannot substentiolly change the
relations of prices and waoges, nor, surely, will it be able o
drastically restrict the incidents of fascist violence.

{"The Portida Soclalisto de los Trobajodores will continue strug-
aling against all these foctors that create the pukschist climate
and will strogale for the cantinuity of this govermment, becouse
it wes elecied by the majority of Argentine workers and be-
couse it parmits the exercise of some democratic rights that,

in turn, ore conquests of the workers and peoples mobilizations
that have shaken the country since the cordebaze. ")

It is true that Comal's speech o mported in Avanzoda Socialista
olso confoined a condemnation of the government's "passivity”
in foce of the murder of worker militants like those of the PST
(o condemnation that wos not reporfed in the bourgesis press).
But the powoges we have just quoted — like the accounts pub-
lished in Avenzeda Sociclisto according fo which the president
approoched the PST delegates to expras candalences for the
losses Tn human lifs suffered by the PST ond jike the big head-
lines about the candemnation of the white teror by the opposi-
fional delegates mssembled ot the multisectoral meeting — fa-
cilitate the Peronist government's camouflage and cover-up
operation insteod of exposing it. Coming on the eve of the
proclamation of the state of siege, ofter the vote on antistrike
laws, and ofter the greater and greater occentuation of terror
against the PST imelf, this manifestly serves the bourgeoisie
and the Peronist regime more than it contributes to defending
the PST apoinst the violence of the far right or the ottempt o
outlow the PST.

It s this high fime for the PST fo reexomine and correct Tt
policy of "support to the process of institutionalizotion.” To
take all the Inftiatives necessary to effectively defend its own
legal status, the freedem of action of all the worken orgonize-
tions, the fofal exercise of the right fo strike ond of trade-
union demecracy, ond fo defend effectively Tts own leadens
and militank, who ore more and more throatened by the termor
of the far right, the PST must resolutely orfent iself toword
the line of the workers united front and the propagotion and
carrying out in practice of self-defense by the workers organi-
zations themselves ogainst the fascis! temor.

1t is high time to put the main stress on the Peronist govem-
ment's resparsibility for the repression ogainst the left and to
avold any falis maneuver that serves in reality fo hide this
resporsibility from the magses.

The Fourth International has a duty of political clarification
to Fulfill. We ore convinced that this duty constitutes on aid
for the comrodes of the PST and not an attack on this sympo-
thizing organizatien. But the principal task of the sections of
the Fourth International at the present moment, given the situa-
fion that is developing in Argenting, s to arouse the workers
movement and the tolling masses of all countries against the
terror in Argenting, to the deferse of the worken and revelu-
fionary erganizations that ore victims of vielent repression,
both legal and extralegal, to the defarse of the PST and the
other sympathizing organizations of the Fourth Intemational
in Argantina. We are cerboin that our sactiors will nat fail fn
this task. ! -
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The follewing text was adopted by o meeting of the
Political Bureous of the Eurcpean sections of the
Fourth International held early in MNovember.

1. The Communist parties, founded as revalutionary
vanguard parties of the proletariat ofter the Social
Nemocracy's 1714 copitulotion o imperiolism and
the victory of the Ootoher socialist revalution,
have urdergone o process of bureoucratic degenera-
tion parallel to that of the Soviet Union. Under the
pressure of the Communist International controlled
by the Stalinist foction of the Soviet CF, these por-
ties progeessively lost their infernal democratic
structure ond their ability to aloborate a political
line inoccordonce with the needs of the closs strug-
gle on a natienal and international scale . They
have been tromformed info tools of the diplomatic
maneuvers of the Soviet bureoucracy. This process
culminated In the German CP's capitulotion to
Hitler without a fight in 1933 and the occeptance
of this copitulation by oll the other CPs without
self-critictym or serious politicol examination of

the |ine the Communist Internotional had followed
from 1929 to 1933.

Since. then the political line of the burecucratized
and Stelinized CPy hos followed the zigzogs of the
Kremlin's policy, in occordance with the exigencies
of the bureaucrotic defense of the "Soviet bulbwark .
The interests of the international revolution hove
been systematically subordinoted to this deferse,

in line with the logic of the theory of “soclalism

in one country.  The successive zigzogs ore:

“the rightist line of 1925-28 (support to the
Kuomintang, Anglo-Russion Committee, ete.);

“the ultraleft palicy of the so-called third pericd,
1929-24.

*the right-wing policy of allionce with the "dem-
ocrotic™ bourgeaisie ond the antifascist Populor
Frant, 1934-38. 1

*the sudden change in course and more leftist-
sounding phraseclogy during the 1939-41 pariod of
the Hitler-5talin pact (with, however, criminal
sccommodation to MNazi imperialism, especiolly
in 1940);

*the policy of "national frant" with the Western
imperialist bourgeoisie within the fromework of the
allionce batween the LIS5R and Anglo-Americon
imperlalism in 1941-47. [t led In particular to te
the French, (klion, ond Greek CPs' liquidation
of the mw1uﬂmr possibilities that opened up in

these sountr’es at the end of tha second world war
omd to their octive participation in the recomstruction
of the bourgeols state and army and the capitalist
economy;. It wos followed te the peint of landing
cover to the colenial wars of French imperialism;

*the "hord-line" policy ogolmt American impe-
rialism coinclding with the beginning of the Cold
War and its exacerbation in the Korean war ond
the Indoching war (1948-53), This policy combined
a temporary anti-U.5 . ~imperialist phreseclogy and
activism (s in the Ridgeway demonsiraticns) with
the right-wing strategic line of "new democracy”
and "revolution by stages, ® which clearly differ-
entiated the policy from-that followed during the
“third period” or the 193%-41 period.

The nature of the bureaucratized and Stalinized
CPs emerges fram this whole historicol experience
of 30 yean duration (1723-1953). They ore bureou-
cratized workers parties thot in origin, progrom,
tradition, ond the woy they ore regorded by bath
the impericlist bourgecisie and the proletariot, o
well o1 in thelr social compesltion and thelr chjec-
tive role in society, continue to be a part of the
orgonized workers movement: but their political
line at any given moment is o reflection of the in-
tarests of neither the bourgenisie nor the pathy
bourgeoisie, but of the bureoucracy that has usurped
power [n the workers state of the USSR, 1t s this
allegionce to the USSR, o depenerated workers
state, that fundamentally differentiates the CPs
from the Social Democratic porties, the cbjective
foundations of whose politicel orientetion consist
of conciliotion and coplitulation to the Imperialist
bourgeoisie. Even when they render histarically
decisive sarvices fo the bourgeoisie, os they did ot
the time of the Popular Frant or in the 1744-1547
period, the CPs do so not becouse of any allegionce
to big capital, but becouse of the counterrevalu-
Honary palitics of the Soviel bureaucracy,

2. Beginning with the end of the Cold War (first
Geneva Conference, 1954) o long period of op-
prachement ond relative colleborotion batwean the
Soviet bureoucrocy and imperialism opened up. The
present phose of this development, the so-called
détente, is only the latest of many (end of the first
Indochina war, Eisenhower-Khrushchey meeting,



Kannady-Khnshchey meeting, holting of atmos-
pheric nuclear testing, etc.). For twenty years now,
the basic orientation of the CPs in copitalist Evrope
hes undergone no fundamental zigzogs, but has
bean marked by the strategic line of “peoceful co-
axistence, * excluding the possibility of proletarian
revalution and revelutionary struggle for the con-
quest of power in the Imperialist countries. This
strategy is fundamentally based on the following

propositions:

a, The struggle between the "soclalist comp™ and
the “imperialist comp” is the principal manifestation
of the class struggle on o world scale (o "revised
and corrected” version of the theory of "soclallsm
in one country”).

b. As long as the sconomic relationship of forces
between the “socialist camp” and the “imperialist
camp” Ts not fundamentally modified {in particular
by o greater per capita productivity in the LISSR
than in the imperialist countries), the “possoge to
sociafism" js impossible in the West.

c. Befween the system of monopaly copitalism o
Tt now functions In the West and the ovérthrow of
the capitalist systam there s an intermediory phase
of “antimonopaly alllance™ — on intercloss allfance
of the working closs, the urben and rural petty
bourgeoisie, and the "ontimonopoly™ section of the
bourgeatsia. This alliance requires the elimination
from the CPs* oction progrome of all objectives
tending to guestion the existence of the capimlist
system as o whole. |t presupposes the survival of
the bourgeois state apparotus, which is to be sub-
jected to o process of "democratizotion.

d. Having emerged from the Cold Wor perfod Tn a
state of extreme political isolation in relation to
all the other palitical forces in their respective
countries, tha CPs sat as their main priority ending
this isolation, particularly by seeking on alliance
with the Social Democracy and the trade-union
bureauerocy . For this reason they must systemati-
cally avold any political arfentation that would
lead to heod-on opposition to the reformist bureou-
crocy (particularly in the unions or during strikes).
The “International détente” 15 seen sspecially os
focilitating breaking down the isalation in which
the CPy find themse lves,

The foct that in spite of certoin minor turms the CPs
In copltalist Europe have been following this basic
orientation for twenty years now, without essential
zigrogs and without periodic returns to an anti-
capitalist or revolutionary phroseclogy or internal
education comparable lo the past, canno! but have
profound effects on the level of comciousness and
the nature of the actvity of their members and
sympathizers. These effects are sufficient to omply
justify the idea of an evolution of the CPs and the
beginning of thelr transformation. But the evolution
of the CPs is not simply a function of this long-term
alignment on the stratagy of the "peaceful, reform-
ist, and electoral rood to socialism.” It s also in-
fluenced by the international crisis of Stalinlsm,

by the repercussions within the CPs of the davelop-
ment of o new mass vonguard In Europe, ond by the
impatuous new rise of workers struggle and redical-
ization. We ore concerned here with analyzing the
combined effects of these three processes on the
nature of the CPs.

3. The twenty-year-long systematie alignment of
the European CPs on the strategy of the “antime-
nopaly ollionce" and of "odvanced democracy™
has given rise to a process of Social Democratiza-
tion of these CPs in the following sense:

a. Thesa parties comnsiderably reinforce reformist
idealogies and 1llusions within the workers move-
ment and the working closs that were formerly rep-
resanted by classical Sociol Democracy: on essen-
tially zlectoralist orientation; systematic encourage-
ment of 1llusions Tn the bourgeols porliament and
bourgeois parlioment members; attemph to contoin
strikes within a strictly economic fromework; ab-
sence of any revolutionary education, etc,

b. With the exception of some survivors of the old
generation (almest all of whem ore bureauvcrats),
CP members retain almest no continuity of thought
or, more important, of experience with the pro-
grommotic bases of the Communist International or
the teachings of Lenin on bourgeois democrocy,

the dictatorship of the prolerariat, the woreld revo-
lution, the rejection of coalition gevernmenk with
the bourgeoisie, etc. Militanh systematically
educoted in o doy=-to-day neoreformist proctice
will be progressively less copable of moking o rapid
turn toword an essentiolly different sort of practice
(o5 was olso the case with the majority of Social
Democratic militants in 1914).

c. The limited but real success of the CPs" neo-
reformist erientation in several countries of capital-
ist Europe (winning majorities on town councils,
gains within the trade-union opparaotus, parliomen=-
tary positions, positions within the “mass orgonizo-
tions™ |lke cooperatives, women's and cultural ar-
ponizations, etc.) creates an objective social dy-
namic in the direction of Social Democratization.
Part of the apporotuses of the CPs, especially the
mass CPg, is winning positions within the bourgeois-
parliomentary state ond bourgecis society compa-
rable to those won by classical Social Democrocy .
As wos the cose with classical Seclal Democracy,
these positions are increasingly less counterbalonced
by systemaolic anflcopltalist education and proctice.

d. The long period of relative sfability of copital-
lsm in Wesiern Evrope (1949-1948) and the obsence
of large-scale revelutionary exglesions in that part
of the world during that period have considerably
reinforced the evolution of the CPs, ploying o role
analogous to thot ployed by the period of Imperi-
alist exparsion in Eurcpa from 1893 to 1914,

Meverthaless, while it Is legitimate to speak of o
process of Soclal Democratization of the CPs in
capitalist Europe os currently in progress, it would
be wrong to conclude that this process Ts already
completed ond that the CPs have alreody been trans-
formed info pure and simple Sociol Democratic por-
ties. The following foctons indicate that this evelu-
tion is not yet complate and that the CPs have not
yat undergone a qualitative modification of their
secial charocter:

a. The CPs of copitalist Europa have not yet broken
their privileged connections with the Soviet bureou-
crocy. These connectioms are material (we must not
underestimate the scope of financial aid that con-
tinuves fo flow in from the burecucrotized worken
shates, the odvantoges the CP leaders draw from



this ald, the vorious links between the leading
codres of the CPs and those of the workers states,
etc.). These connections are also (and in the first
place) political, reference to the Sovie! Union and
the "international communist moverment” being the
principal mark distinguishing the CPs from the So-
¢tial Democratic parties and the justification both
for their seporate existence before the broader
masses of workers and for thair right-wing line in
the eyes of the most hard-core of their own work-
ing=class militonts. In the event of acute conflict
batwean their own imperialist bourgeciiie and the
USSR, whether direct conflict or sonflict through
“interposed countries” {os In the Middle East or
Africa), the CPs are not yet at the paint of crossing
bog ond boggoge into the comp opposed to the
USSR. The ongoing process of Social Democratizo-
tion of these parties meons that in cose of such a
conflict parts of the CP apparatus would certainly
take such a position (as they already did in T939-
40). But until there is proof to the contrary we can
say that the majority of the apparatus Is not Tnclined
toward such a definitive capitulation to imperialism.

b. The CPs of capitalist Europe continue lo attroct

the most experienced and militant adult worker

militonis (not the young): these having o vague

but real anticapitalist consciousness and, Tn o num—
* ber of countries, those demcrstrating o degree of

militancy widely superior fo that of the Social

Democratic reformist militants.

c. The imperialist bourgeoisie of capitalist Europe
continues to regord the Communist parties and their
apparatuses os a socially alien body, not integroted
and unoble to be integroted into the bourgecisie.
Even when governmental colloboration with the

CP Is accepled os a last-resort salution aimed at
averting a revolutionary social crisls, this callab~
aration Is strictly limited te certain given areas of
the state and related opporohmes. The bourgecisie
rejects any penstrotion by the CF of the army, the
repressive opparatus, or the diplomatic corps, There
are no CF leoders or codres on the boards of the big
private capitalist firms.

Consequently, the Communist parties of the coun-

tries of capitalist Europe are most correctly defined
as bursoucratic workers parties in process of Secial
Democratization but continuing to align themselves
Fundomentally with the historic interests of the 5o

vier bureaucracy |os expressed indirectly fthrough
the ideclogy of the "socialist camp”].

4, The international crisis of Stalinism hes alo
profoundly influenced the evolution of the CPs of
Western Europa, The Kremlin's break first with the
Yugeslav CP and then with the Chinesa CP (two
indirect demonstrations of the imeconciloble opposi-
tion between the Soviet burecucrocy and the prog-
ress of the world revolution, howewver deformed);
the repression by armies commanded by the Soviet
bureoueracy first of the Hungarion revolution and
then of the "Progue spring"; the partial reconcilia-
tion between Moscow and Belgrods; the rise of o
political-intellectual opposition in the USSR and
its repercussions in the West; the repercussions of
the Cubon revolution's triumphing independently
of the Kremlin ond ogainst the line of the Cuban
CP; the vicissitudes of the Indochinese revalution;
the emergence of a number of mass CPs developing
independantly of Mescow and Peking (the Indion
CP-M, the Jopanese CP, the Vietnomese CF) —

all these manifestations of the international erlsis
of Stalinism have hod more ond more marked effects
on the erientation of the CPs of copitalist Europe.

A certaln number of CPs have increasingly token
their distance from traditional Stalinism, and have
started to openly criticize the atitude of the So-
viet bureauerocy — both ifs international arienta-
tion and cartain of Its internal political dechions.
This hies particulerly been the case with the Italian,
Dutch, and Spanish CPs and the “interior" foction
of the Greek CP. While tha guestioning of some

of the classic theses of Stalinism has remained more
timid in certain cases than in others; while the
alignment behind Soviet diplomacy has remained
predominant, even though no longer unconditional;
and while the dogma of the “guiding state™ and
"guiding party” has been openly rejected only in

a few coses, it nevertheles must be stressed that

a significant step wos foken down the road of CF
“polycentrism" during the invasion of Czechoslo-
wokio by the Warsow Poct armies: The majority of
the CPs of copitalist Europe condemned the invasion;
anly the West Germaon, Finnish, Luzembeourg, Por-
tuguase, and Greek ("exterior") CPs expressed un-
conditional opproval .

To be sure, this still timid "disengogement” from
the Kremlin was followed by o capitulationist
*backsliding" in regard to the "normalization”
Imposed on the Czechaslovak CP. But the attitude
that hos been odopted in relation to the persecution
of oppesitional intellectugls fn the USSR eonfirms
that ‘the behavior of the majority of the CPy of
Westarn Eurcpe in Auguat 1948 wos not an isolated
event. Unconditional alignment bahind any atti-
tude or decision (whether international or internal)
taken by the leaders of the Soviet Communist party
s becoming more and more difficult for the CP
leaders in Western Europe . This sort of uncondi-
tienal alignment still oceurs enly in exceptional
coses that are accounted for by a clearer and more
immediate moterial dependence on the Kremlin on
the part of some CPs (the West German or Finnish,
for axample, or the Portuguese and Greek CPs in
exlle before the foll of the dictotorships in these
two countries). By all evidence, the imdomental
dynamic poink in fhe opposite direction.

This dynamic is nevertheless fundamentally contra-
dictory. On the one hand, it is on expression within
the CPs of capitalist Europe of the changes that
hove accurred in the world situation and in the
sifuation in the USSR ikelf, chonges thot are making
the fundemental dogmas of Stalinism ever less cred-
ible. The concapt of the "besieged fortress” no
longer stands up since the victory of the Chinese
revalution ond the emergence of the USSR os the
principal Eurasion military power. The imperatives
of Realpelitik no longer seem embodied in the pol-
icy of ﬂE Kremlin in that the Kremlin itself appeors
at least co-responsible for the division of the “so-
cialist comp™ resulting from the Sinc-Soviaet con-
flict. It is becoming more and more obvious that
bureoucratic centralism, bureaucratic privilege,
and the obsance of Soviat democracy In the USSR
play a broking role both In the economic and cul-
tural progress of the USSR and in the power of at-
traction exerted by the "Soviet model of socialism"
on the Western working class. Under these condi-
flors, oppasing ony public criticism of the Soviet
bureauveracy becomes simply rear-guard skirmishing




thin the CPy of Western Evrope, in whose posi-
yns semsational chonges are Tnevitobla. (The at=
ude of the Franch CP on the Solzhenitsyn offair
an example. )

t on the othar hand, this toking distance from the
wiet bureoucrocy olso corresponds to a presure
erted by the Tmmediate sociol surroundings of the
4, by the imperatives of rapprochament with the
cial Democracy of ony price, by the otlempt to
naw contoct with the intelligentsio ond tha "lib-
n!l"” bourgeoisie, by the desire to gain at any price
respechobility that s supposed to lsod to re—enky
te coalition governments. The chonge In ottitude
| the Common Morket ond on the participation of
heir" countrias in NATO by CPs that are alming
porticipating soon in coalition governmentks s
ry significant in this regord. Whils the firgt mo-
e for the eriticisms of the Kremlin leaves open

s possibility of the development of the CPs {or
lits from the CPi) roward centrlst or éven lefr-
ntrist positions, the second fits perfectly into the
ymewark of an evelution of these parties 1o the
ght, that is, toward further Sociol Democratiza-
»n. This Is undenlably the dominant element in

: contradictory deve lopment of the CFs, on ele-
nt that the occosional, limited, ond essanticlly
portunist differentiotions from the Kremlin can
ly confirm.

A distinction has to be mode between the CPs
it hove o moss influence and play o predominant
= in the workers movements of their countries
sentially the Italian, Franch, Portuguess, ond
anish CPs, and, to a lesser extent, the Greek
"} and the "small" CPs that hove only a minority
matimes even marginal} Tnfluence within the or-
nized workens movement, To be sure, there ore
wrmediory coses, sich'as the Finnish CP, which
ile holding a minority pesition within the clas
nevertheless incontestably a party with a mass
luence both on the political plane end in the
de-union movement, ond such os the British CP,
ich, while It is insignificant on the political
ine, holds preponderant positions among the mas?
mbative sectiors of the trade-union movement,

vvartheless, the distinetion between these e
legoties it extramely useful. Government partic-
tion ts.a realisie possibility Tn the short or me-
m term only in the coses of parties with o moss
luence . (The cose of the Finnish CP con be oi-
ilated te the firt category in this regard, ond
siously the possibllity connot be ruled out of o
alitative change in the relationship of farces in
 workers movement of additional countries, fol-
/ing an exceptional upsurge in the moss move-
nt during which the Social Democrocy s unaoble
ndopt in time, and the loco! CP experiences o
p growth. )

 structural process of Social Democratization is
arly more odvanced in the moss parties than in
“small" CPs. For the latter cotegory, neither
ir already ocquired positions within the bour-
is state nor the perspective of governmental
ticipation in the neor future provides a material
o for these parties toking greater distance from
Soviet bureaucrocy. (An exception to this rule
he Duteh CP, whose break with fhe Kremlin
ar the outbreak of the Sino-Soviet conflict went
furthest. )

This does nat méon that these porties ome following
a less right-wing line than the mass CPs or that
their political Social Democratization Is less pro-
nounced, But it does mean that their function In

the mms workers movement {especially In the trode-
union movemen! and during strikes) is objectively
differant and i seen differently by the meases. In
comparison with the Soclal Democratic apparatuses
that continue to dominate the frode unions, the mil-
itants of the “small" CPs continue to be seen a3
much mare combative worken leoders who give
greater stimuli to struggles, which they do not
breck, although they do orient them foward reform-
ist poths ond closs' collobomtlon. Under these con-
ditions any radicalization of the workers movement
can thus more easily find expression in on increcsed
trade~-union Influence of CF militants,

Moragver, the foct that the moss CPs con be led

to adopt political positions critical of the Soviet
bureaucracy with a view to Facilitating their min-
isterial participation is not considered a tragedy

by the Kremlin. In the changed world situation re-
sulting from the oveml| weokening of imperialism,
the mass CPy of Western Europe have less the func-
tion of exerting pro-USSR pressure on their own
bourgeoisies thon of demonstrating to them that the
bureoucrocy ho cecsed to be o force favoring the
averthrow of capitalism. It is precisely through
their control of the warkers movement during sarfow
social erises ond through the medium of governmen-
tal porticipation that the CPs con best fulfill vhis
function, Thus, anything that favars the occom-
plishment of such a task is not in controdiction
with the basic strategic desigrs of the Kremlin.

&. The CPs of capitalist Europe were initially token
by surprise both by the appearonce of a new mas
vanguard in capitelist Evrope (stimulated first by
the youth rodicalization and lafer by the sudden
rise in workers struggles) ord by the progressive

and reciprocel peliticization of the different com-
ponents of this vanguard . The CPs understood the
scale of the phenomenon only belotedly, and they
were thus broodly outflanked. The sectarion attitude
adopted toward student explosion, wildcot strikas,
and rodical forms of orgonization and mass sirug-
gles, and the condemnation of these phenomena

en bloc o3 "petty-bourgeois ultraleftism, " “onar-
chism, ¥ "left apportunism, " efc., contributed to
the TPy being cutflanked ond focilitated the forma-
tion of significant for-laff organizations o the left
of the CPs, thus changing the relatiorship of forces
within the worken movement, albeit in o still mod-
est and Initial way.

But the very scale of the crisis of the whole of bour-
geols soclal relations, the progressive deterioration
of the aconomic climate, and the increasingly pro-
nounced new rise of working-class struggles hed to
have an effect over the long term within the CPs
therselves. The CPs could not remain impervious

ta the aspiration: and hopes of millions of men and
women. In procticelly every country of capitalist
Europe the CPs hove mode a bafated but not inef-
fective "turn to the vouth . " After having ignored
the mass student movement, they now offer it pri-
marily an onswer to the principal concern of it
politicized vanguard layer: the search for a link
with the working closs and the workers movement.
Alo belatedly, and with more ombiguous ofms, they
tried to take the lead Tn clom struggles, both in
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order to evart o growing influence of the far-left
organizations in the faoctories and al the same Fime
to strengthen their negotioting and blockmail posi-
Hons vis-b=vis the bourgeaisie, with a view foward
breaking out of their palitical solation and gatting
inta the govarnment in given cosas.

To be sure, this more marked participation In mass
mavements since 1747 hos been characterized by
numerous controdictions. While the CPs no longer
try to "wreck " or 1Hifle mass struggles heod-on, bul
rather channel them foward the neoreformist chjec—
tives the CPs are seeking, they have to face the
real| donger that any encouragement of the struggle
runs the risk of Th breaking through the narrew frome-
work inwhich they try ko contain it, On the other
hand, the more the CPy participate in the struogle,
the more chance there is of the despgoing rodicali-
zation of the warking closs ond youth having an in-
fluence within these porties ond feeding pew opposi-
tion currents, this Hime squarely from the left. The
fact that the bourgeoisie has doubts obout the CFPs’
ability to effectively control and chonnel the ex-
plosive maoss struggle in the cose of o coalition gov-
emment with CP participation mokes it hesitote to
play this desperote hand in erder to sove its regime.

Finally, the ropprochement with the Sociol Democ-
racy, or even the formation of a bloc with it {os in
France), threaters fo accentugte the axisting con-
trodictions ond even to provoke new opes. The SP
can fry to bypass the CP on the left, espacially In
regard to trode-ynion militancy [CFOT) and to cer-
tain slogans with on anticapitalist and antibureou-
crotic oxis ("self-manoging socialism”), becouse
the 5P is concermed with meconguering o working-
closs base, reestoblishing electorl parity with the
CP, and even challenging the hegemony of the TP
over the grgonized workers movement in certoin
countries,

In countering these maneuvers, the CP iz hindered
by il own rejection of ony head-an attack on the
Social Democracy, by ifs fear of giving waoy to
"ultralefrism, * and by Tis continuing fies jo the
Soviet bureoucracy. But the main obstocle is ih
inability to madify ity bosie strotegic orientation.

It is therefore by no means exclided that after some
initial electoral success and some success In reeruit=
Ing young people, the CP could eventually begin
to suffer electoral losses ond see the relotionghip

of forces within the orgonized workers movement
shift ot its expemse, This i clreody beginning to
loom chead Tn France, Belgium, and Hollond. This
process may focilitote the beginning of the chal-
lenging of the CP's sirategy within the party Thelf,
especially if it coincides with o serious political
crisis in the USSR or o revolutionory rise in Western
Europe .

7. While the fall of the Allende ragime in Chile
wes seen as a very serious defeat by the CPs in
capitalist Europe — since the Chilean CP hod prae-
ticed the same strategy with which they hove iden-
tified themselves for many years — the fall of the
Portuguese dictatorship, coming uﬂ}!r Mitterrand's
49 parcent of the vote in France, hms incodtestably
increased the credibility of this strategy in the eyes
of port of the working cloxs ond even of ils vonguard
in copitalist Europe. A whole series of cenirist
groups that only a shart tTme ago held a sectarian
ultralefist position in regord o the CPs are now
sketching out a ropprochemant and even lining up

bahind the policy of the CPs. The splitwithin the
Bandera Roja group in Spain, where part of the
leadership bos rejoined the CP, is ane . of the mest
spectocular monifestations of this development.

Without going inte a more detofled onalysis of the
purely conjunetural or even "national” ospects of
‘this phenomenon, we should peint to certain sfruc-
tural ospects that explain 1t in part:

‘o. The new rise of workers sfruggles and the polit=

icization of very brood layers of the working mosses
hes hod the classic effect of cousing the moss work-

-ers parties to gain much more on thelr right than

they lose on thair left to the centrist ond revolu-
tionary orgonizations. This is particularly true with
layen just owakening to political life in small and
medium-sized industry, in the provincial towm,
among white-collar workers and techniclans, in
rural areas, etc., ond is in no woy opposed o a
sametimes very rodical militancy in the some circles.

b. The CPs' raformist strategy hes o real eredibility
ir the obsence of @ moss revolutionory party. Evan
the most rodical lovers of the preletariat, who want
to go beyond the "electeral rood to sccialism" sense
that in the absence of such o party a revalutionory
victory Tn the short term is improboble. An sxperi-
ment with governmants of workers parties or even
with a "new demecracy” government appedrs to them
@z the only proctical alternative to the mismanage-
ment and growing structural erfsls of copitalism in
decline.

c. The very foct of the ogaravation of the erisis of
the system initiolly strengthens the attroction of

the solutions offerad by the moss CPs, becouse the
sharpenad crisis ploces the question of the govamn-
ment and of political power in the center of the
concerns of the masses, which slows down the ten-
dency to resort o generslized direct octicn not
leading to o visible political conc lusion.

|t s for this resson thot Communist worker militonts,
wha In the preceding phase were [ncreasingly fall-
ing back on unlon activism and in this fromewsrk
haod come closer o revaluticnary militonts, are now
takTng their distonce by copitalizing on the mnewed
credibiiity of the political project of certain CPs

in copitalist Europe.

A new and higher level of moss struggle will have
o ba eached to reverse this dynamic temporarily
favoring o rise in the credibility of the CPs: Either
the 1cale of the mass struggle muat reach the level
of mass strikes with foctory ocoupations thot leod
to the emergence of potential orgam of dual power,
theraby posing a tangible revolutionary alternative
to the reformist "selutions" ‘and occelerating the
oppecrance of revalutionary workers parties with a
mass audience; or else the participation of the CPs
in the government must ogoin leod them fo confront
the moss struggle heod-on {os in Portugal), which
would stimulote not incomsiderable sections of the
working clas to bypos the CPs.

B. The revolutionary Morxist analysis of the evelu-
tion of the CPs in copitalist Europe s not an aco-
demic exercise, bul is-intended to ald us in inserting
ourselves into the closs struggle,; our politicol strug-
gle ogainst Stalinism and reformism, and our tosk of
bullding the revolutionary party. Toward this end
the definition of the palitical orientation of the CPs



and the main axes of our polemic ogalnst it should
be made os rigorously o possible. In this sense It

is absolutely inodequate to charocterize their orien-
tation today as being on the whole a "popular front
orientation. "

It is of course perfectly possible to define the popu-
lar front policy so vagusly ond broadly as to inclede
the proctice of all workers parties having o reform-

ist line. If "popular front" means every form of clas
collgboration with the bourgenisie, tﬁn the Social
Democracy has been procticing the "popular front”
universally since 1914 if not since 1700, and the
CPs of capitalist Europe have been practicing it
since 1934, But this definifion is so vogue o o
throw peil-mell into the same bag the holy alliance
gevernments of 1914, the Kerensky government of
1917, the Ebert-Scheidemann govemment of 1918,
the British ond Swedish labor governmants, the

Blum and Azaflo governments of 1934, the de Goulle
government of 1944, the Mollet-Mendés govern-
mant of 1935, and even the Woldeck-Rousseou-
Millarand povernment of 1903, It loses all value in
guiding the responding tactics of revelutionaries.,

It is clear that the principal tactical slogans of rev-
elutionaries could not be the same in all the above
COSas .

It s postible o restrict the notion of "popular front”
slightly by defining 1t os every form of coalition
government with the bourgeolsie. But apart from

the fact that It 7s perfectly possible to proctice o
procopitalist, counterrevolutionary policy without
necessarily having bourgeois ministers in the cablinet
{Ebert-Scheidemann govarnment, Attlee and Wilsan
gevernments, Social Democratic governments in
Sweden), this first restriction is still largely Tnsuf-
ficlent to distinguish what is peculior to the populor
front. Indeed, the 1940 Churchill government, like
the French government in 1914, not fo mention the
Waoldeck-Rousseou- Millerand government in Fronce
or the Brand! and Schmidt governments in the Ger-
man Federal Republic, were all "coalition govem-
ments with the bourgecisie" and can clearly not be
clossified o “populor front govermments. "

It would be more cormect ta define popular front
governments o coalition governments of workers
parties (including the and bourgeois parties in
a prerevolutionary or revolutionary situation in
which the anticapitalist will and revolutionary po-
tential of the mosses are deflected foward paths
tible with the survival of the capitalist sys-
tem under the justification (or rather, pretext) I
the coalition with the bourgeoisie is the only olier-
native to the viclory of the counterrevolution [har-
ist, foscist, militarist, etc.). It is becouss the
coalition with tha ("anti-tsarist, * “ontifoscist, *
"antidictatership, " "enti-imperialist, * occording to

iituation) bourgeois parties fs at the heart of
of CP and Socialist party strategy in % specific
coses that the demand "Throw oul the

ministers” ocquires It full meaning; and, 1 this
demand is perchonce realized, it permits the de-

ve lopment of a higher level of mass experience with
the Tneffectivenass of reformist “solutions" without
sourgeois minksters.

But in situations in which the existing government
is viewed by the mosses not os o coalition govern-
mant with the bourgeoisie, but already as o govern-
mant af the workars parties themselves (indapen-
dantly of whather or not one or anather individual
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capitalist is invelved, o has morecver been the
case in all the Lobour governments in Britain), and
in situations in which the principal illusion that
must be combated is not that of "alliance with the
bourgeais parties" but that of collaboration with
the employers and of toleration of the is
state ratus, the main oxls uf_ruwlub;:rngu!r%_
Marxist polemic shauld clearly be directed against
this form of closs collaboration, and not against
the presence of o few bourgeals-liberal extros within
the cabinet. This was the situation in Germany in
1918-19, in Britain in 1945-51, 1984, ond 1974;

it was the situation in Chile in 1972-73. It would
also be the situation In Fronce if the "Union de la
Gaouche® were to come to power in ifs present form.

In all these coses, ho adop! as the principal axis of
agitation the slogan "Throw out the bourgeols min-
isters” would be to miss the central contradictions,
bath in the objective situation and In the stote of
mind of the masses. The principol axls Tn exposing
the counterrevalutionary palicy of the CP and 5P
leaders should an the contrary consist of slogars
unmasking thelr collaboration with the employers
and the bourgeols stofe: nationalization without
compersation and undar workers contral of the fac-
tories, bonks, and tramnsport enterprises; dismantling
of the bourgeais army ond the repressive opparohus
and arming of the proletariot; formation, generaliza-
tion, federation, and unification of orgom of dual
power, etc. [t may be necessary fo raise inferme-
diary demands between Immediate and tramiticnal
slogons, for exomple, o werkers government respon-
sible to the workers organizations. But the slogan
"Throw out the capitalist ministers” in coses in
which these ministers are naither the justification
for nor the principal embodiment of closs collab-
aration in the eyes of the momes Ts clearly of ter-
tiary importance, and not central. This means that
while the slogan should not be abandoned, it must
not ba mode the central one in our propaganda or
especially Tn our agitation.

The situation s completely different in the case of
o government alliance between the Christian Dem~
ocrats and the |talion CF in the fromework of the
"historic compromise” being sought by the CP, sspe-
clally if this should coincide with a prerevalution-
ary upsurge of mass struggle. In tha! cose the slo-
gan demanding the break-up of the coalition would
be o central political slegon, while'serving = a
rallying paint for a rotality of transitional demands
tending to generalize the moss struggle ond o give
rise o committess of o pre-soviat or soviet type.

It is in this serse that the definifion of the CPs os
bureoucratized workers parties in process of Social
Democratization — even though Tn the last analysis
they remain aligned with the Sovie! bureoucrocy —
entails an important palitical comsequence for our
movement. This definition ploces the t ogainst
reformist ideologles and 1llustons (lectoraliam,
parliamentariam, clms collaboration) in fhe center
77 168z OF e evdEMBnary Nari ks ariong
the working mosses. Helping the mosses to overcome
these reformist illusions in proctice s on essential
condition for promoting both the transformation of
a prerevalutionary situation inte a revolutionary
situation nd the transformation of the revolution-
ary orgonizations info moss revolutionary parties.

An intelligent policy toward the CFs combining
unity In action and outflanking the leadership should
obviously halp in this process.
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by JOHN BLAIR

It is now quite clear that the events touched off in
southern Africa by the repercussions of the fall of

the Salozarist dictatorship and in particular by the
September 7 Lusaka cgreement, which troced out

the steps towards independence for Mozambique by
June 25,1975, have profoundly affected the approoch
of the government of Scuth Africa to the southem
African region.

First, on the question of Mozambique: For more

than ten years Pretoria had been the closest ally of
Portuguese colonialism, exrhanging military missions
and equipment and collaborating in intelligence ac-
tivities in the attempt to suppress the Frelimo |ibera-
tion fighters. But immediately after the Lusoka agree-
ment, promises of "continued collaboration and co-
operation” with the new government flowed from

the mouths of Scuth African spokesmen. Three key
economic considerations have determined their of-
titude:

1. Fifty percent of South Africa's trade s conducted
through the port of Lourenco-Marques, which is the
nearest outlet for South Africa's industrial heartland,
the Transvaal area around Johannesburg., Any disrup-
tion of this tronsportation link would have disastrous
effects on the already oventrained rail system and

ports.

2. The gold mines of South Africa are now almost
totally dependent on imported labor from surround-
ing countries. For the mine manogements, imported
lobor is superior because the workers come for lim-
ited periods of time — a maximum of twelve months
= and do not bring families. That prevents the for-
mation of o real proletariot so that the threat of
unienization, strike action, and so on, is consider-
ably reduced. Furthermore, the imported labor is

recruited from wide areas in the surrounding terri-
tories, and the mine owners undoubtedly benefit
from the exploitation of ethnic and languogs differ-
ences among various groups in the work force —
even though such foctors can occasionally overflow
into closhes that disrupt production, like those that
are currently affecting the Western Deep Level
Mine of the Anglo-American Corporation. The key
result Is that mine wages are depressed way below
the average for blacks in South Africa. This makes
it possible to work seams equivalent in mineral con-
fent to those that were closed down as unprofitable
in the United States thirty years ago.

Of this imported contract labor some 100, 000 people
a yeor (approximately 25 percent of the work force)
come from Mozambigue., Moreover, since Hastings
Kamazu Banda, president of Malawi (the source of
another 28 percent of the imported labor) is now
threatening to clamp down on recruitment, it is

vital for the Seuth African mining industry that the
Mozambigue quota be maintained, if not increased,
in the future,

3. In Mozambique the Cabora Bassa dom preject on
the Zambezi River in Tete province is nearing com-
pletion of its first stage. The massive hydroelectric
station is linked by overheod cables with the Trans-
vaal, to which the overwhelming majority of power
produced is supposed to be exported. The dam's con-
struction by a Seuth African-led consortium has been
an essentiol brick in Pretoria's strategy to minimize
its dependence on foreign-controlled energy.

These three factors explain the attitudes taken by
the South African government, the acid test of
which came when white racists in Lourengo- Morques
stoged their protest against the Lusake agreement.
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There were bloody clashes in the streets of the city,
and the obligatory "hormor stories” appeared in the
South African press. But in a speech to Parlioment,
Foreign Minister Hilgard Muller enunciated the fal-
lowing principles: No South African mercenaries
would be allewed inte Mezambique under any ¢lr=
cumstances; South Africa would not interfere in the
situation and would offer cooperation with the
Mozambique authorities; South Africa held "no brief
for colonialism in any shape or form" and was strongly
opposed to neccolonialism; it strongly believed in
self-determination for its own and Africa's blocks
and would not "take fright and run away from it"

in Mozambique; lastly, the Republic Yan

understanding and appreciation of black nationalism."

Clearly, this jumble of hypoerisy and statement of
intent was aimed at the Frelime leadership and the
people of Mozambique; in addition, as we shall see,
it wos directed to the leadership of certain other
block African states,

The same factors help to explain why Minister of |
the Interior Connie Mulder has twice warned white
"refugees” from Mozombigue that they must follow
proper immigration procedures in entering South
Africa. He also stoted that in any case most of them
were not wanted in South Africa, with the exception
of a few hundred skilled workere,

Clearly then, safeguarding their economic interests
hos been poramount in determining the recent atti-
tudes of the South African rulers toward develop=
ments in Mozambigue. The success or failure of
these maneuvers cannot be determined with cer-
tainty; but the indications are ominous. Frelimo
Prime Minister Jooquim Chissane has several times
affirmed his government's desire for collaboration
with all neighboring territories, and there have
been unconfirmed press reports that secret clauses
in the Lusoka pact guarantee the continuation of
the Coboro Bassa agreement.

With regard to Rhodesia, the change in the South
African line has hecded in the opposite direction.
Of course, the Vorster government has never been

a fervent supporter of lan Smith's positions. Unlike
Mozembigque, Rhodesia has no economic importance
for South Africa. In fact, since Rhodesia's "unilat-
eral declaration of independence, " it has actually
been an economic sirain, because South Africa has
hod to compensate for some of the shortages arising
from economic sanctions. Rhodesio has also put a
heavy burden on the South African transport system,
because many of ifs imports and exports (chrome,

for example) have hed to poss through South Africa
in order to appear as South African on shipping docu-
mentation. Should the new Mozambigue government
carry out a policy of full economic sanctions by cut-
ting the crucial rail link with the port of Beira,
which carries 80 percent of Rhodesia's trade, the
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pressure, particularly on the already hard-pressed
South African roil network, would become intolerable.

Although South African invelvement in the war
against the ZANU guermrillas in Rhodesia has perhaps
provided Vorster's police and military with some
valuable training, Vomter certainly realizes that
the present renewed upsurge in the fighting there

is a signal that in the long run this war would be

o bottomless pit for South African men, military
resources, and money. Finally, not the least con-
sideration in Pretoria's calculations is that there
have been clear indicotions that the issue of Rho-
desio is the biggest current obstocle to the "normal-
ization"” of relations with the black-ruled siates to
the north,

So for there has been no decision to end support to
Smith, although that hos been advocated in the
press. The October 18 Johannesburg Star, for in-
stance, declared: "Black rule in Mozambigue mokes
the Rhodesian 'white buffer' less important to us
strategically. Economically she is largely o burden.
And politically we have plenty of our own crosses
to bear without the embarrassing bit of surplus bag-
goge to the north, At the United Mations we have
been hoving our roughest ride yet: and on top of
that Britain, which generally leaves us alone there,
has eriticised South Africa in unusually speeific
terms as the chief brecker of economic sonctions
agairst Rhodesia. . . . We suggest Mr. Vorster use
his position of unique influence with Mr. Smith to
force the pace of constructive change there. He
must spell out that the fantasy of indefinite white
supremacy has o very limited tenure indeed. "

Mot quite so explicit, but clearly thinking the some
way, was Yorster himself in a speech to Parlioment
on October 23 in which he claimed he did not want
to interfere in any way in the internal affairs of
Rhodesia. But he believed that "with goodwill an
honourable solution could be found to that country's
constitutional dispute . " The heavy hint implied in
this statement was no doubt well calculated to be
acted upon in Salisbury.

The third orea in which South African policy heos
undergone a subtle change of emphasis in the past
period is Namibia. This ex-German colony of South
West Africa, handed over to South African admin-
istration under League of MNations mandate in 1919,
has been a constant source of contention between
South Africa and a majority of states at the United
Nations, which inherited ultimate responsihility

for the country. The territory, which has effectively
been integrated into the apartheid state, has con-
sistently seen the most developed oppasition to the
regime, chiefly through the medium of SWAPO
{South West African People's Organization). In
1973 SWAPQO was able to organize an effective



boycott of the polls organized to set up o Bantustan-
type puppet government, while workers actions re-
sisting the migrant labor system have been recurrently
militant, particularly in Ovamboland.

Vorster's change of line on Momibia consists of his
recent stotements that the people of that "province”
should be given an opportunity to decide their own
future. OF course, this could be interpreted solely
as a move in the diplomatic game arcund South
African membership in the UN, which was main-
tained only through the joint Security Council veto
by France, Britain, and the United States. But it

is likely to have somewhat deeper significance.
Namibia is odjocent to Angola, which, despite the
current moneuvers of the Portuguese regime and the
disarray of the nationalist movemenfs, threafens to
ochieve its independence in the not too distant
future. Owvamboland itself stroddles the MNamibia-
Angola border, ond the continual two-way move-
ment of population poses a threat to the stability of
racist rule in Namibia. Vorster is obviously thinking
of the possibility of ridding himself of this poten-
tially troublesome and continuelly embarrassing
possession in order to be able to strengthen his grip
on the heartland of South Africa.

Here again the white rocists are dealing with an
area that is particulerly erueial to them economi-
cally, especially in the matter of labor supply.
Their aim is to try to produce a solution that would
bow to the notion of formal independence but keep
the area tied to Pretoria in reality. Today, such o
maneuver would certoinly founder on the strength
of SWAPO, In reply to Vorster's statement about
the need for the future of Namibia to be decided
by the people of the area SWAPO pointed out that

the wide support they already enjoyed was evidence
enough of the desire for total independence. They
pledged to continue the armed struggle until all
South African forces are completely withdrawn.

But if all these subtle changes in policy toward
these three areas hove immediate importance for
certain very cleorly identifioble political ond eco-
nomic interests of the South African government,
their total effect is designed to have repercussions
not only in those neighboring territories, butalse
throughout Africa to the north. One aspect of the
changes is the possibility that they are an attempt
to consolidate the white rocist stronghold on a
smaller and more easily defersible basis in the heart-
land of the South African state itself. But the other
aspect, of ot least equal impertance, is the acknow-
ledged attempt to "normalize” relations with black
Africa, which hos been expressed by Vorster him-
self on numerous occasions. In his keynote speech
October 23 he stressed that South Africe wanted to
work with other nations on the continent through
technical and monetary assistance. Of course, the
reality behind this statement is that as the lecders
of the most economically developed power on the
continent, the South African rulers see themselves
as the potential dean of a subimperialism extending
far to the north. Steps in this direction have already
been taken, porticularly through the close relation-
ships built up with Malawi and the lvory Coast. But
Vorster is after much bigger fish, and on October
26 it looked os if he hod indeed caught the biggest

one of all.

In a speech on that day Zambian President Kenneth
Kaunda had this to say about Verster's October 23
speech: "He declared his faith in the future and
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expressed his optimism about future developments

in southern Africa. This is the voice of reason for
which the world has waited for many years. " Setting
eut his conditions for a détente, Koundo soid: "Rho-
desia and Namibia, after the end of the war in
Mozembique, are the major obstacles to peace and
cooperation between the people of South Africa and
the people of the rest of Africa. Unless these ob-
stocles are removed, the basic couses of conflict
will remain. "

Throughout the speech Kounda gave the impression
that if the racist government were to withdraw from
Namibia and Rhodesia, then the way would lie open
for its cooperation with Zambia. Coreful observers
of Kounda's politics were not surprised by this de-
velopment. On October 19, for example, the fol-
lowing statements had appeared in a center-page
fecture in the government-owned Daily Mail:

"In hard economic terms any improvement in relo-
tions between South Africa and black Africa would «
be enormously beneficial to both sides. . . . The
closure of the border between Zambia and Rhodesia
has cost South Africa millions of kwacha (the Zam-
bian unit of currency, approximately equal to
USE1.40) worth in exports and other business. And
it hos cost Zambia millions of kwacha because of
the costly re-routing operation the border closure
hos entailed. . . . And countries such os Zambia
which now import o large range of goods from Eu-
rope would be able to moke considerable savings

in exchange by taking South African goods.

Zambia would also be able to buy South Africun
mining equipment ot an apprecicbly lower cost and
its Southern Province, now something of o back=
water, would once again become an important
crossroads of trade, "

The article also admiringly quoted statements de-
scribing South African Foreign Minister Muller as
"no ruffion, and in the South African context prob-
ably a liberal ., "

It 15 alse of course noteworthy that until Smith's

precipitate closure of the border in January 1973
Zambia had carried on very extensive troce with
South Africa; until this year, half of its copper
mines remained under the management of Oppen-
heimer's Anglo-American Corporation, which still
helds 49 percent of the shares in Mchanga Consoli-
dated Copper Mines.

Indeed, whatever its verbal pledges of solidarity
with the forces hostile to cpartheid, the Kounda
government has always sought to maximize profits
through as liberal an attitude as possible toward
economic relationships. Right now it is eagerly
taking advantage of the possibilities opened by
Vorster's remarks to reopen these Iucrclﬁve links.

But above and beyond such considerations, the de-
sire of the leaders of neocolonial black Africa to
normalize relations with South Africa and conse-
guently defuse the opposition movements has a more
deep-rooted and crucial motivation. The eruption
of the revolution of the black masses of South Af-
rica against the apartheid system will be entirely
different in character and effect from any other
liberation struggle that has taken place on the con-
tinent. In this most industrially developed country
all the key imperialist states are fast increasing
their stoke in the profits to be derived from the
cheap labor force guaranteed by the racist lows.

The revolution that will ultimately rise up against
this system cannot fail fo pose from its earliest stoges
the socialist tasks of totally destroying that imperi-
alist penetration. And the effects of such a develop-
ment would not stop at the borders of South Africa,
but would send ripples throughout the continent,
shaking the foundations even of regimes as seemingly
solidly entrenched as that of Kaunda,

If Vorster's present moves are being welcomed s
opening the way to a "new order in southern africa"
it is because the governments of neocolonial Africa
ultimately have as much interest in preserving "sta-
bility" as Vorster does. [
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GUINEA-BISSAU

how far
aloneg?

by F CAZAL & C. GABRIEL

Three comrodes of the Front Communiste Révo-
lutionnaire (Revolutionary Communist Front,

the French Trotskyist organization) were amang
a group of militants who hod participated in the
movements of support to the liberation struggle
and were invited to Guinea-Bissau in Septem-
ber, on the occasion of the country's official ae-
cession to independence. In this report, two of
these comrades deal with a series of questions.
For reasons of space, we are unable to publish
a section on "the question of the Cape Verde
Islands” in this isue of INPRECOR. We will
publish it in o future issue. — INPRECOR

The welcome accorded us by the PAIGC (African
party for the Independence of Guinea and the Cape
Verde Islands) was extremely warm. The militants

of the PAIGC spared no effort in showing us around,
helping us, transporting us. It was their way, they
said, of thanking all those throughout the werld whe
hod organized solidarity with their liberation strug-
gle.

Thus, we were granted access to the PAIGC's ex-
ternal bases in Ligionchor (Senegal) and Koundara
{Guinea-Condkry). We were able to attend the
transfer of power from the Portuguese to the PAIGC
fighters in Farin. We hod every opportunity to study
the situation in the two main cities, Bissou and Bo-
fata. Finally, we were able to meet with Luis Ca-
bral and other leaders of the party in eastern Bog,

a region that was emptied of its population by the
war and where the PAIGC today is frying to recreate
on economy and resettle the peasants.

The economic situation

The state in which the Portuguese left the country
is catostrophic. Independent Guinea-Bissou is o
country mutilated by ten years of war. Bul more
than that, Tts economic ond social structure was
profoundly affected by several centuries of colonial-
ism. Guinean society is marked by all the usual
characteristics of an underdeve loped and dependent
economy: o principally agricultural econemy ori-
ented toword the colonial metropolis (with an ex-
port monoculture), industrial underdevelopment,
low living stoandard of the masses, illiteracy, lack
of trained technicians, high unemployment, and so
on. Let us examine some of these features.

*An economy dominated by agriculture and oriented
toward the satisfaction of the needs of the colonial
metropolis. Unlike the other colonies (Angola and
Mozambigue), where the encrmous natural resources
forced Portuguese colonialism, whose investment
capabilities were limited, to give way to imperial-
ist powers in the exploitation of economic resources,
Guinea remained a sort of private preserve for Por-
tugal. The CUF (Compagnie Unido Fabril, tied to
the Melo family), which is associated with big Por-
tuguese private interest groups, held a virtual mo-
nopoly on import-export trode, either by itself or
through the intermediary of its associated compa-
nies; it also remained master of the Guinean econ-
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emy, which was oriented toward the needs of the
metropolis. This company possessed its own fleet,

its own subsidiory industries, and several thousand
employees. Through it, Portuguese colonialism re-
stricted itself to plundering the agricultural resources
of the country (rice, peanuts, wood), never under-
taking any initiative toward setting up a local in-
dustry, not even a limited one. The exploitation of
the Guineon peasant waos carried out through the
monetary mechanism of taxes and the setting of buy-
ing prices for egricultural products through an ac-
counting system. This system did not directly attack
collective (village) ownership of the land. The rural
population was compelled to cultivate “for cash"

a product fo be sold at a fixed price and then ex-
ported. This export culture tore a serious breach in
the original domestic economy, aggravating the
poverty and undernourishment of the peasants. The
period of the war, while it reduced the area of co-
lonial exploitation (through the extension of the
liberated zones), Intersified the dependence on the
metropolis of the zones within the colonial economy
{especially in the urban centers). The problem the
PAIGLC is now facing is to homogenize the economy
while at the same time brecking the tes of depen-
dence on the colonial metropolis.

*The low living standards of the rural population.
The combined effects of the export monoculture and
the rapid extersion of the liberated zones strongly
diminished production in the rice fields and provoked
a genuine food blockade in the zones under Portu-
guese control. Thus, beginning in 1949 the Partu-
guese were reduced to importing thousands of tons

of rice to feed their troops and the urban population.
The departure of the Portuguese troops poses the cru-
cial problem of feeding the urban population, which
is incapable of self-subsistence. While feeding the
population is a planned process in the liberated
zones, shorfages have begun to be felt in the cities
(in oil, sugar, and soon, rice). This obliges the
PAIGC to import the rice necessary to feed these
populations and to rapidly plan for increasing agri-
cultural productivity. In oddition, the taxes and

the compulsory growing of peanuts have led to in-
debtedness and impoverishment among the peasants.
This process of pauperization provoked the begin-
ning of a process of lumpen-proletarianization of
the peasonts who were in contact with the urban
colonial market; but it also, and above all, fostered
the rallying of the peasonts to the PAIGC.

*The weakness of the level of development of produc-
tive forces and the state of industrial underdevelop-
ment. Economic octivity in the cities is limited to
commerce and industry Hed to colonial exploitation
{operation of the ports, import-export, sawmills,
rice-shelling foctories, cooking oil manufacturing).
This activity wos directed toward supplying the in-
ternal colonial market (retail commerce, breweries,
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etc.), toward administrative and tertiory octivity
{generally within the framework of the colenial
army), end toward a marginal activity tied to the
colonial presence (craftsmen, prostitutes, etc.).
Industrial activity wes held to a bare minimum (treat-
ment and transformation of food products). All con-
sumption of manufactured products, which had been
stimulated in the cities by Spfola as a way of get-
ting o grip on the urban population, stemmed from
imports aimed principally at the colons, the Portu-
guese military, and the urban petty bourgeoisie.

*A contorted economy. The specificity of Portuguese
colonial exploitation and the victorious development
of the national liberation struggle (with the rapid
extersion of the liberated zones) thus had o double
impact on the Guinean economy. This twofold eco-
nomic reality is clear in the town-country differen-
tiation, which genemally cuts through the entire so-
cial structure of the country. The necessities of the
colonial war (the presence of a significant military
centingent) and the trading economy engendered

the formation of o parasitic economy ted to the
existence of the military market. In the urban cen-
ters this provoked an artificial swelling of the com-
mercial sector and of a wheeler-decler commercial
petty bourgeoisie. MNevertheless, the CUF monopely
on large-scale commerce and the Import-export trade
and the existence of @ small layer of Portuguese co-
lons monopolizing the small food-processing enter-
prises limited this Guinean petty bourgecisie (most
often Mestizo or Lebanesa, In any case) to an inter-
mediary role in the trade circuit (small-scale inter-
nal commerce). The economy of the urban centers
was thus directly tied to the colonial presence and
to the exploitation of the Guinean peasantry. On
the other side, the victorious development of the
national liberation struggle, while marginalizing

the colonial economic sector (the food blockade),
permitted the development of an agricultural econ-
omy based on new relations in the liberated zones.

To lay the basis for @ new economy in the liberated
zones, the PAIGC concentrated (o) on redressing
the nefarious effects of the export monoculture Tm-
pased by the colons by developing cultivation of
food products, (b) on starting to construct the bases
of a social accumulation that would allow for com-
mercial exchonges aimed at providing products of
basic necessity and producing food surpluses to be
exported for manufactured products on the basis of
barter with a monopoly of foreign trade), and (c)
on developing new relations of production (primitive
forms of agricultural cooperation).

Guinea-Bissau today is characterized by a double
economic and social reality. On the one hand the
parasitic monetary colonial economy in the urban
centers hos accentuated the process of social differ-
entiation; on the other hand, in the preceding period,




a communal agricultural economy in which exchange
wos based on barter blocked the process of social
differentiation in the countryside. The fundamental
problem today is to homogenize these two sectors
economically, politically, and socially. This pro-
cess necessitates an Increase in agricultural produc-
tion (the only basis for accumulation in the country)
and strict control over private commerce (in terms
both of prices and of the kinds of imports) in order
to avoid the enrichment of the merchants through
the black market or through speculation. On the
ather hond, the introduction of money in the liber-
ated zones creates the objective basis for the devel-
opment of private accumulation and therefore for
the disorganization of the cooperative relations of
production. The Guinean pemsantry is very little
differentiated socially; nevertheless, the appearance
of money and the development of agricultural pro-
ductivity can favor the emergence, beginning from
the old feudal structures, of accumulators and can
thus accentuate social differentiation. :

*A material infrostructure linked to the needs of
colonialism. The specificity of Portuguese colonial
domination, the industrial underdevelopment of
Guinea, the presence of a numerically weak layer
of European colons, and the generally low level of
development of the productive forces have reduced
the infrastructure set up by Portuguese colonialism
to the most rudimentary level. To this must also be
added the destruction suffered during the colonial
war. The total Tnfrestructure omounts to:

— rood network composed of o few paved roads
{around Bissou) and some trails that are more or less
passable depending on the semson; a good number of
them were closed during the war because they had
been mined;

— maritime network limited to a few embarcation
points, some ferry boats, and one port at Bissou;

— airport at Bissau and a few random trafls around
the main comps set up by the Portuguese;

— health system concentrated around the hospital
of Bissau and o few first-aid posts in isoloted gomri-
sons; the military doctors have returned to Portugal;

— school system composed essentially of the Bissau
high school and a few schools in the larger cities
{the teachers were either Portuguese officers or
priests attoched to Catholic missions);

— national redio run by totally cutdated gener-
ators.

That is the meager total of the infrestructural assets
estoblished by several centuries of colonial rule.

It is obvious that the economic reconstruction of
the country is going to be made more difficult by
the sorry state of the road network, which suffered
great damage during the war of liberation. But the
concentration of the health and educational systems
in Bissau poses the problem of decentralization in

order to sarvice the rural population. This makes
the problem of the lock of trained personne! emerge
quite sharply.

*The lock of technicians. The colonlal administra-
tion was entirely in the hands of the militery; only

a very narrow place was left for a functionary petty
bourgeoisie, which had ne future and no real train-
ing (o few people employed os middle-level man-
agers in the public services or in the offices of the
CUF). In the medical field, for example, there

were eighty doctors in Guinea-Bissou, forty of them
in the copital, whose population is 80,000 out of

a total in the counfry of 600,000. (It must be remem-
bered, however, that nearly half the population wes
living in zones controlled by the PAIGC.) Almost
all of these doctors were Portuguese army personnel,
and today they hove left Guinea. Thus, on the eve
of the official recognition of Guinea's independence,
a PAIGC official told us that only four Portuguese
doctors were staying in Bissau, and several of them
had colloborated with the regime and were not frusted
by the party. The PAIGC has only o few docters in
its ranks, some of them foreign volunteers (o certain
number of medical students are still receiving train-
ing abroad), ond a few dozen nurses, medical aides,
eic. The main problem is therefore to find the aid
required fo get the hospital infrastructure working
and to cssure minimum medical assistance to the
peasant population dispersed throughout the country.
It is also o question (and this is a political problem)
of assuring basic medical care for the population
{until recently controlled by the Portuguese) that
benefited, in the framework of Spfhola's political
demagogy, from some medical assistance from Portu-
guese military doctors beginning in 1958, Frontier
hospitals have already been set up in the interior,
but to solve the problem the new state of Guinea-
Bissou will have to appeal for international technical
aid and will also have o call for the retumn of Guin-
ean technicions who emigrated and did not partici-
pate in the struggle directly. What is necessary in
the medical field is also required in the field of edu-
cation and technology in general. The need for tech-
nicians will pose important pelitical problems for

the PAIGC (which will have to find ways of exert-
ing political control over the technicions, reach
cooperation accords with capitalist states, and get
aid from the workers states). These problems can be
solved enly through decisive economic and political
choices. The initial responses advanced so far by

the comrodes of the PAIGC unfortunately bode [lI

on this question. But the fundamental point is that
the problem of technicions is allowing the PAIGC to
justify before the masses ils policy of toking over the
existing colonial state apparatus. For from destroy-
ing the colonial state apparatus, the PAIGC is con-
tenting imelf with utilizing it by placing its own
militants at the heod of the administration, the radio,
the police, and the public services, while retaining
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the apparatus forged by colonialism. Moreover, the
apathy of the urban masses and the frontist illusions
of the PAIGC prevent it from developing a strategy
that permits the rapid mobilization of the labering
masses of the cities in order to establish a structure
of democratic power.

“National Reconstruction”

The economic reconstruction of the country will be
made very difficult by the present state of the Guin-
ean economy and by the general weakness of the
development of the productive forces. The PAIGC
militants assert that the reconstruction will be a
battle that will be harder to wage than the armed
struggle and that it will be based on prior palitical
choices. When we talked with PAIGC militants at
all levels it was around these fundamental political
choices that the discussion revolved. Today, their
main concern is the participation of all social classes
in the phase of "national reconstruction. " For, as
PAIGC Genemal Secretary Aristides Pereira asserted,
the state of Guinea-Bissau "will be essentially dem-
ocratic and will guarontee the participation of all
social layers, without distinction of color, religion,
or sex, in the management of the affairs of state.”
{Le Monde, August &,1974.)

The frontist political line of the PAIGC is determined
by the specific nature of Guinean social structure
and the weak level of development of the preductive
forces, The PAIGC remairs saturated with the his-
tory of its own liberation struggle and ik patty-bour-
geols origins. The passage to armed struggle (and

the mobilization of the peasantry) tore the codres
from the milieu of their social origin for o time and
constituted a rodical break with traditional reformist
nationalism. Beginning from this point, the develop-
ment of the struggle in the context of a particular
social formation (o peasantry for which the problem
of land and social differentiation was not intense)
limited the PAIGC's understanding of class struggle
in the restricted area of the liberated zones. The
rulticlassist illusions of the PA'GC, which wers
encouraged by the political weakness of the party's
codres, the weakness of the work toward mebiliza-
tion in the urban centers, and the PAIGC's polifical
isolation from the historic galns of the international
workers movement, were in part determined by the
exclusive relations with the peasantry of the liberated
zones. The failure to toke into consideration the
reality of class relations in the cities explains the
PAIGC's inability to advance anticapitalist slogans
and to develop mass mobilizations in the urban areas.
It also prevented it from formulating clear axes for
mass mobilization in the Cape Verde lslands, where
the social structure s more complex.

Meverthe less, the quantitative weakness of the pro-
letariat compared fo the peasant mass is not enough
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to justify the assertion that the class struggle is sec-
ondary. There is a speculating and trading petty
bourgeoisie in the urban centers, and the introduc-
tion of money cen favor the emergence of occumulo-
tion in the countryside . In foce of this social situa-
tion, the PAIGC's multiclassist conceptiors find &
social bose around which they become concretized.
Pedro Pires affirms that the porty's return to the
urban centers "will strengthen the participation of
the petty bourgeoisie in the process of development.
Today we are counting on many students and public
functionaries. " (Expreso, September 14,1574, That
is the policy of open arms toward the petty bourgeoi-
sie. Likewise, Luis Cobral told us in eastern Boo
that the need for technicians meant that they would
have to be granted a privileged economic status
{"everything necessary to have them agree to work
in Guinea"). And when we expressed surprise that
the PAIGC already envisages such social differentia-
tion, this same person responded that this was inev-
itable and that “our peasants will understand the
necessity for such social inequalities. " These con-
ceptions go along with an economistic and techno-
cratic view of the current problems. Thus, the state
and the administration are held to be neutral instru-
ments standing obove social divisions and able to
give expression to "all social layers, " according to
Pereira's formula. In the same way, when we asked
about the political control that would have to be
exercised over these technicians whe are going to
benefit from a high living standard, we were told
(by Nino Veira) that "politics and technology must
not be mixed."

The corollary of the PAIGC's progmatism is a "mor-
alistic" view of the struggle against neocolonialism.
This point of view is mainfained on the one hand
through an opportunist vision of the relations among
classes and on the other hand through a quesimystical
belief in the effectiveness of the party's principles
os an imurmountable rampart against any deviation.
Thus, when we osked what would be the party's
position in a social conflict between the workers of
a factory and their employer, the response was that
such o conflict would be impassible, because all
classes will have to struggle shoulder to shoulder

for national reconstruction. All these foctors add up
to the existence of a favoroble ferrain for a right-
wing nationalist deviation within the PAIGC. All
the more so in that the opoliticism entails @ massive
tail-endism toword the leodership of the party. Dur-
ing discussions with militants, we were able to ob-
serve a sentimental confidence in the leadership "be-
couse it will not meke any compromises and will re-
main faithful to the principles of the party. "

It is not our intention to pass judgment on the hon-
esty of a leadership that has proven its militant cour-
age in fifteen years of struggle; but rather to point
out that, confronted with questions like foreign in-
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vestment, for example, the PAIGC will have to

play it very close to the vest. Tail-endism is gen-
erally not a solid cement for a party. All the more

so in that, as Amilcar Cabral used to say, the PAIGC
is more a movement than o party.

Furthermore, Luis Cabral defined the PAIGC as "a
broad front of national liberation. All those who
are fighting in our ormed forces are members of the
party. To live in our liberated regions is practically
to be of the party. The vanguard of the party are the
proven cadres." (La nouvelle revue internationale,
September 1971, p.95.) Given the cbjective ele-
ments tending to determine the future of the Guin-
ean revolution (the weakness of the proletarial, the
weight of the urban petty bourgeoisie, the PA|GC's
lack of political preparedness) and given the multi-
classist and economistic conceptions of the PAIGC
leadership, only the elaboration of an enticapitalist
program permitting the independent mobilization of
the workers and the launching of o debate within
the porty on these themes can enable the PAIGC to
avoid the impasse of the "noncapitalist road” and
the "democratic national state” in Guinec-Bissou.

The cities and the petty bourgeoisie
"When a eity liberates itself, o festival breaks out.
But a city liberated by the intervention of external
forces generally passes through o period of bewildered
torpor that indicates that the population is asking
itself how to act. That is what is happening in Guin-
ea-Bissau. " (B. Davidson, Le Monde Diplomatique,
Octrober 1974.) In foct, the urban population is to-
day taking o waoit-and-see attitude. There wos no
real urban mass movement saluting the accession to
independence. No phenomena of mass spontaneity
testified to any mobilization. There was nothing
symbalizing the fact that Portuguese colonialism

hod been attacked or destroyed (like emblems, monu-

ments, flogs); the transfer of power occurred smoothly.

This fs an indication of the PAIGC's weak implanta-
tion In the cities (in part due to colonial repression),
the weakness of the proletariat (in Guinea, there s
no equivalent to the indusirial proletariat of Angola
or Mozambique), and the isalation of the urban
masses from the armed struggle, which was woged
principally in the countryside. An important prob-
lem for the PAIGC is to win an implantation in the
urban centers, where the main social bases for any
reactionary project ore located. The social differ-
entiation n the cities runs along the following lines:

“The speculating and commercial petty bourgeoisie,
r.n_rrq_n;E above all of Mestizos and Lebanese, which
was built up s @ commercial intermediary by colo-
nial expleitetion and by the local colonial market
{retail commerce), but which had only a limited
capacity to accumulate, being blocked by the pres-
ence of Portuguese colons and the monopoly of the

CUF. Although this layer collaborated with Portu-
guese colonialism during the struggle, today it is
adopting the thesis of national independence, in
the framework of which it hopes to prosper. (In
Batafa the only external signs of independence were
the porfraits of Amilear Cabral hung up in all the
shops of the town.) The main donger for the future
of the Guinean revolution lies exoctly in the eco-
nomic and social weight of this petty bourgecisie.

*The functionary petty bourgeoisie, including black
mercenaries, members of the colonial administration,
and functionaries. Those who were in the Portuguese
military have been disarmed and sent back to their
native villoges. The pay they hod been given (up
through December) constitutes o small piece of cap-
ital that will allow them to toke up agriculture
ogain. Mevertheless, they are a potential counter-
revolutionary force that must not be Tgnored. The
members of the calonial administration have gen-
erally been left ot their posts. This petty bourgeoi-
sie can hope to use its privileged position in the
administration to spread through the state apparatus
and take on o political weight there, thus strength-
ening the most right-wing elements of the PAIGC.

*The embryo of the proletariat is concentrated
mainly in commercial and port facilities (dockers,
fisherman, shipping), in retail trading (low-level
employees), in some pare-agricultural enterprises
(rice-shelling foctories, sowmills, breweries), and
in construction and services (chauffeurs, cleaners,
hospital orderlies). During the national liberation
struggle the urban proletariat was iscloted by colo-
nial repression, which gave rise to a certain opathy
that ruled out the development of workers strikes
like those that tock place in Luanda in Angola or
Lourengo- Marques in Mozambique .

*The lumpen proletariat originated from the pres-
ence of the celonial market (shoeshine boys, ped-
dlers, prostitutes, chronically unemployed), from
the unstabilized state of the Guinean proletariat
(part-time workers), and from urbanization (refugees
from the war). The consumption habits and idleness
of this lumpen layer that lived on the monetary hand-
oufs of the military make it to some extent suscep-
tible to counterrevolutionary reactions. Neverthe-
less, newly created employment in the small indus-
tries and return to the countryside, with the assur-
ance of a decent life for all, could be effective
mears of mobilizing this layer. That is the cbjective
that has been set by the PAIGC,

The PAIGC's frontist strategy finds material for its
concretization in the urban centers where o signifi-
cant petty bourgeoisie axists. There has been no ef-
fort to develop forms of self-organization of the
urban masses. In the urban centers the problem s
immediately posed in class terms. The PAIGC has
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set up "political-administrative committees"” com=
posed of militants in order to achieve an implanta-
Hon in the cities. "Wherever the need waos felt,

they integrated former African functionaries of the
colonial administration info these committees. "
(Davidson, Le Monde Diplomatique.) Unlike the
commitiees in the liberated zones, which are demo-
cratic organs of collective decision-making (units

of cooperation and production), the city committees
are not the expression of self-organization of the
urban masses on a class bosis. There is every possibil-
ity of these committees becoming transformed into
bodies of municipal management. Only the organiza-
tion of the workers ot the point of production or in
the neighborhoods, and their federation on the city
level, con lend a different class content to these
"political-odministrative committees” and allow for
a mobilization of the urbon masses. But that does

not seem to be the present orienfation of the PAIGC.
Thus, an important problem is raised by the risk of

a political conjunction or coalition of interests be-
tween the urban petty bourgeoisie and the adminis-
tration of the state ond the party. The osmosis among
these various milieus is an element that we were
able to observe in some ploces where a genuine
small local elite wos beginning to emerge out of

the local petty bourgeoisie and the codres of the
PAIGC. In the absence of a clear PAIGC strategy,
it appears inevitable that the economic and polit-
ical power of the urban petty bourgeoisie will be
strengthened, and that it will quickly gain a grip

on the bodies of the party and the state. That would
be preparation for establishing neocolonial relations.
Today this process is not complete, but the defini-
tion of a coherent strategy abandoning multiclassist
illusions will engender a political battle that will
decide the future of the Guinean revolutien.

Bureaucratic tendencies within

the PAIGC

There is no crystallized bureaucracy as such within
the PAIGC. There are several reasons for this. First
of all, the necessity of mobilizing the peasants com-
pelled the cadres of the party to cut themselves off
from their social origin, the petty bourgeoisie, in
order to go to live omong the peasantry. Further,
the relotions between the peasont masses ond the
party were very close. The period of armed struggle
did not offer objective bases for the formation of o
bureaucracy cut off from the masses. Likewise, the
relations between rank-and-file militants and party
cadres were fraternal — all the more so in that the
PAIGC took measures aimed at limiting the external
apparatus of the party as much os pessible (by rotat-
Ing responsibilities and making coadres spend a cer-
tain amount of time in the interior). Thus, there wos
no development of o burecucratic apparatus external
to the struggle, as there has been with the MPLA
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in Angola, for example. (The latest congress of the
MPLA included a good number of "militants" com-
pletely out of the struggle .) Nevertheless, in spite
of all this, there are some problems, such as that of
the borderline elements who "postponed” their re-
turn to Guinea after missions abrood and the devel-
opment of small-scale military potentates in some
regions. The latter problem was raised at the 19564
PAIGC congress, which reaffirmed the following
principle: "We are not military men, but rather
armed militants,

Threats of bureaucratization have already appeared
in the porty's mode of functioning and recruitment.
The PAIGC is characterized by an odministrative
type of functioning, in which the division of tasks
antails a specialization ond an exireme concentro-
ton of decision-making power; this is ted to the
party's weak functioning on the political level.
Thus, when Pedro Pires was asked who was respon-
sible for the negotiations with Portugal and what
was the social structure of Guinea-Bissau, his re-
sponse was preceded by the following warning: "l
am not a specialist. | am more adapted to the mili-
tary aspect of the struggle than fo its social aspect.”
(Expreso, September 14,1974.)

It goes without saying that such functioning strengthens
tail-endism and apoliticism in the party, all the more
so in that the party's standards of membership are

very broad. "For us the party Is o national liberation
movement, " said José Aranjo, state commissioner

and member of the Executive Committee of the strug-
gle. "Any man more than fifteen years of age who
wanfs to struggle for the total liberation of cur people
can be a party member. There is no ideclogical in-
quiry to pess. In this phase of our struggle, recruit-
ment is very broad. " (Afrique-Asie, No.566.) Today,
the strangthening of these tendencies can be seen

in the following elements:

*Concentration of decision-making In the hands of
a very small number of individuals, which entails
tail-endism and blind confidence in "the fidelity of
the leadership to the principles of the PAIGC."
Moreover, before April 25 (and even since then),
only @ minority of codres were able to have national
appreciation and knowledge of the development of
the situation.

*The danger that members of the state apparatus

will become independent of the masses. In foct, o
corps of state representatives is developing today
{embassadors, state commissioners in Bissou, efc.)
that already no longer maintain the same relations
with the masses that they did during the armed strug-
gle. One reason for this fs that it is more difficult
for the peasant masses to control their activity (be-
cause of the distances that separate the peasants
from the town): another is that the absence of self-




organization of the urban masses does not allow for
direct control by the workers over the party codres.
The struggle molded a certain type of cadre having
a close relationship to the masses; "national recon-
struction” and the PAIGC’s toking over the colonial
state apparatus will mold other sorts of codres. In
the cities, the gop is already growing between the
living standards of the PAIGC soldiers and the living
standards of the cadres. The arrival of young ele-
ments who come out of the petty bourgecisie, have
not broken with the petty bourgeoisie, and did not
experience the struggle itself (technicians returning
to the country, students) will strengthen the weight
of this tendency within the party.

Neverthe less, some militants of the PAIGC have re-
affirmed the necessity of transforming the PAIGC
from a movement into a real vanguard party taking
on the task of politicizing the masses. Discussion
has been opened within the PAIGC on this point.
But for us revolutionary Marxists, the necessity for
a palitically homogeneous vanguord organization
ormed with precise orientations for the developmant
of self-organization and active mobilization of the
urban and rural workers is on the order of the day
right now in Guinea-Bissau. The struggle agalnst
neocolonialism must be waged consciously; Tt is not
automatic.

The PAIGC and internationalism

|t is permanent and intramsigent respect for the
fundamentol principles of African and anti-imperi-
alist unity that has continued to inspire the confi-
dence of the progressive forces of the world in our
party and to guorantee, in the final analysis, the
political, military, economic, financial, and diplo-
matic aid that we have received to advance our
struggle. That is why unity and struggle have been
the watchwords of our party for a long time. " (A,
Pereira, September 23,1973, in o speech to the
People's MNational Assembly.) This conception of
internationalism bears more resemblance o o patty-
bourgeois utilitarian conception of pan-Africanism
than it does to a clear understanding of the unity of
the struggle of the peoples of the whole world. Is
intransigence about the "fundamental principles of
African and anti-imperialist unity" supposed to be
seen in the opportunism of the PAIGC's "practical
diplomacy, " which led the party to send representa-
tives to the congress of the reactionary Senegalese
party (the UPS) and to the Islamic conference in
Lahore (side by side with lran and Saudi Arabia),
and waos responsible for the declarations of friend-
ship for Chad President Frangois Tombalbaye and
Haile Selassie at the Eighth Conference of African
Heods of State? Does not the expression "positive
neutralism” utilized by Pedro Pires in dafining the
international policy of the state of Guineo-Bissau

betray a profound lack of understanding of the nature
of imperialist domination and of the neocolonial
states? The desire to maintain independence from
the possible political pressure of the "socialist camp'
is @ healthy sentiment; but when it is expressed as a
“neutralism” that makes an abstraction of the char-
acter of the neocolonial regimes and their ties with
imperialism and the international economic market,
it appears in contradiction with proletarian interna-
tionalism. In regard to African unity the PAIGC
will have to moke a choice:

Either clear support to the revolutionary movements
that are struggling ageinst colenialism end neccolo-
nialism,

Or an orientation toward petty-bourgeocis positions
of pan-African solidarity that will integrate Guinea
into a process of osmosis with the surrounding neo-
colonial economles through the African Development
Bank, the West Africa Association, and the Organi-
zation of African Unity.

It is obvious that the development of Guinea cannot
be conceived in a narrow national framework. Guinea
will thus have to establish commercial agreements
with the neccclonial states that surmound it. But it

is appropriate to analyze the political terms that ac-
company these agreements. When Vasco Cabral,
commissioner of the economy and finances, explains
that in Africa itself the state of Guinea will belong
to "the CDEAQ (Committee of West African States),
which is now being organized ond whose aim is to
establish economic independence from other coun=
tries, " it is ecsy to see that "intransigence in prin-
ciples” will not be enough for the PAIGC to avoid
all the traps of neocolonialism. The neocolonial
countries that surround Guinea-Bissau can act as
mediators for imperialism. When Luis Cabral writes
to Houphousit-Boigny to express his desire for "active
cooperation with the lvory Coast, " we are entitled
to ask whether that is really the term that ought to
be applied when addressing this strong link in the
neocolonialist chain. Teday the PAIGC is taking
refuge behind the "principle of noninterference in
the internal affains of others” in order to refuse to
express o point of view on the noture of the neocolo-
nial regimes. But tomorrow, when the state of Guinea
will have to toke o position on the events of interna-
tional politics, what will its attitude be? How would
its press or rodic report events like those of 1948 in
Dakar (Senegal) or of 1974 in Ethiopia, if Guinea

is maintaining good relations with both these stotes?

Will the PAIGC respond to the rise of the African
revolution with active solidarity with the masses
oppressed by the neccolonial regimes? If there is

a revolutionary crisis in the region, if revolutionary
militants suffer repression at the hands of some neo-
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colonial puppet, the PAIGC will have to choose
between the African bourgecisie and the masses.

It would be utopian to spedk of socialism for Guinea-
Bissou before the country has attained a minimum
level of economic development. This view doesn't
come from an economistic notion of the transition

to socialism; it is simply based on a lucid view of

the economic and social state of the country. As we
were able to see, the objective situation in Guinea
today imposes a certain number of compromises on
the PAIGC. MNevertheless, this does not justify any
random political explanation for these compromises
or the msertion that the closs struggle fs secondary.
The principal task of revolutionary Marxists today

is to analyze the closs nature of the new state and

to make contributions to the debate now opening
within the PAIGC over the question: socialism or’
neocolonialism? Because its power is not based on

a real mobilization of the urban working masses, be-
cause it has not destroyed the colonial state apparatus
in the cities but instead hos been content to occupy
its key posts, and because it has called for the par-
ticipation of all classes in the management of the
CDIJI'Ifr}", Tl'lf..li dunying I'I'IE I'Eﬂ‘]"}f nf C-Il:ﬂi ﬂﬁfﬂgﬂﬂiiﬂ"ﬂ-
in Guinea, the PAIGC today represents only a left
nationalist regime . But many contradictions will be
brought to bear on this heterogenecus movement.

The trajectory that the new state will follow will
depend on the relationship of forces between those
elements favoroble to the well-being of the bureau-
cratic petty bourgeoisie and those elements who are
conscious of the present impasse and will thus opt

for the rood of mobilization of the masses on an anti-
capitalist basis.

Since April 25 we have already written that o dotted
closs line runs through o movement like the PAIGC.
Little by little this line is becoming more precise —
around such decisive questions as whether to develop
a classical army or peoples militias, what compro-
mises to make with neocolonial Africa, and even

on the question of democracy in discussions. It is

to be expected that there will be o Maoist develop-
ment in the Cape Verde section of the PAIGC as o
result of emigration of intellectuals to Eurcpe, and
there will be an attraction among the petty-bourgeois
layers to the economic power of the USSR.

Mevertheless, in the present phase, these political
expressions are not presenting any resistance to the
tidal wave of nationalist ideology. Rather, they

are adapting fo it. |t remains to be seen whether in
the course of events there will emerge genuine class-
struggle currents that, basing themselves on the fif-
teen years of struggle, seek to remobilize the Guin-
ean masses around anticapitalist objectives and fos-
ter a clear comprehension of the regional and inter-
national implicatiors of the revelutionary process.

® DENMARK

WOLRKELRS
DEMAND:

OUT WITH GOVEINME

The slogan "Out with Hartling! Out with Hartling!"
was heard throughout a large part of Copenhagen
on November 26. The cry against the Liberal party
head of government was shouted continually by the
120, 000 workers who assembled in front of the par-
liament building to protest the high rate of unem-
ployment and the govemment's economic policies.
The November 26 demonstration wos the largest in
Denmark since 1956, when 200, 000 workers took

to the streets to protest against a Sccial Democratic
government that hod enocted o wage agreement
after the workers had rejected it. Workers came to
the demonstration from all over the country, some
leaving early in the morning to reach the rally at

E2]

the parliament, which began ot 3:00 p.m. In Copen-
hagen itself, more than 25,000 workers walked off
the job earlier in the day to march through the ity
and converge on the rally site In Foctory or trade-
union contingents. The demonstrators stood for more
than twa hours in the roin listening to speeches by
trade unionists and representatives of the workers
parties.

The Movember 26 action had been planned for some
time. It was initiated by the construction workers
unions in Copenhagen, Arhus, and Odense and by
the Arbejdernes Faellesorganisation, an umbrella
organization for all the trade unions in Copenhagen.
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The major force behind the action wos Formands-
initiativet (Chairmen's Initiative), a body of local
trade-union leaders dominated by the trode-union
fraction of the Danish Communist party, which saw
it os @ means of cutflanking the Secial Democrats.
And in fact, the Social Democratic leoders remained
hostile (or at best neutral) toward the demonstration
until the last moment, when they won concessions
on its technical organization and then decided to
participote.

The November 26 demonstration was the third major
manifestation of working-class militancy this yeer,
In May more than 200, 000 workers went on strike
against o government-sponsored tax rzform (see
INPRECOR, MNo.4, July 18) and in October more
than 35, 000 workers lounched solidarity strikes

with 400 workers who were fined by the Labor Court

for having engaged in “illegal" strikes (see |NPRECOR,

MNo.11, October 31). The significance of the three
mass actions against the government's anti-working-
class policy is more than simply conjunctural. It
represents a more profound tum in the Danish social
situgtion. The current wave of worker militancy in
capitalist Europe is now affecting even traditionally
peaceful Denmark, where the workers are beginning
to organize opposition to the bourgeoisie's attempts
to make the workers bear the cests of stagnation

and the general erisis of copitalism,

The roots of the government's antiworker policy lie
in the worst recession in the Danish economy since
the 1930s. Because of the structural weakness of
the Danish economy, the international copitalist
crisis is being felt very sharply. Throughout the
1940¢ the Danish government had problems with an
increasing balance of payments deficit. These prob-
lems were acutely intensified by the rapid rise in
oil prices, because Denmark depends on oil for 90
percant of its total energy consumption. Unlike the
other Scandinavian countries, Denmark does not
produce any commodities that are eurrently scarce
on the world market, and the result has been a 20
percent decrease in the terms of trade for the Dan-
ish capitalists during the past ten months. This in
turn has meant o drastically worsened competitive
position for Danish export industries, a problem
that can now be solved only through an extremely
tough policy ogainst the working class. Caught be-
tween rapidly rising production costs and increasing
competition on the world market, the Danish cop-
italists have said "no" to any woge increases. Gov-
emment policy has been aimed exclusively at bol-
stering the export industries; the effects of the re-
cession on the industries producing for home con-
sumption have been ollowed to ossert themse lves
without any government interference. In fact, there
have been drastic cutbacks in public spending. The
result hos been a massive wave of layoffs (running
ot an averoge of 4, 000 workers o week during the

past three months) and an unemployment figure of

8 percent of the registered work force; in some in-
dustries, like construction, the unemployment rate
is os high o= 12 percent. In addition, the govern-
ment has threatened to take another step against the
workers during the upcoming national wage negotia-
tions, declaring that if so-called zero-solutions

are not reached (that is, agreements providing for
no woge increase at all), the regime Tself will in-
tervene to impose such solutions. And this ot o Hime
when the annual rate of inflation is running of 18
percent! It is this development that has impelled
the Danish working class to militent class struggle
and even to massive political demonstrations de-
manding the ouster of the government.

The economic crisis and the response of the workers
have also had big repercussions within the labor
movement that have posed life-or-death questions
for the Social Democracy. The Social Democracy
has been the major governmental party in Denmark
since the second world war, and the Social Demo-
cratic leoders hove grown so senile that they have
difficulty even understanding what is going en. Up
to now they have maintained their right-wing pesi-
tions in spite of the left turn among the workers.
They are still publicly advocating an incomes policy,
telling the workers that they have to tighten their
belts in order to save the economy. This was clearly
expressed even during the November 26 demonstra-
tion. Arker Jorgemsen, chairman of the Social
Democratic party, who spoke for his party at the
demonstration, was jeered throughout his whole
speech. And no wonder! He told the 120, 000 work-
ers that "if is okay to demonstrate, but demonstra-
tions shouldn't be held just for their own sake. What
is also needed is serious politics, " which means a
Social Democratic government carrying out an in-
comes policy. These words from a labor "statesman”
were greeted with the derision they deserved.

The pelicy of the Social Democrats is probably aimed
at achieving a coalition government consisting of
themse|ves, the present government party, and even-
tually the Radical Left, another bourgeois party.
Given the present developments within the working
closs, this policy places in jeopardy the Social De-
mocracy's fraditionally hegemonic position within
the workers movement . If the Social Democrats con-
tinve their present course, it is likely that this posi-
tion will be lost. Already the two other large work-
ing-class parties, the SF (Socialistisk Folkeparti —
Socialist Peoples party) and the Communist party,
particularly the latter, are rapidly gaining ground.
Although each of these parties has a purely reformist
policy, they are both seen by broader and broader
layers of workers as real leaders of the struggle.

That is because they are the ones that have created
the opposition bodies within the unions and are tok-
ing the initiatives in the workers' response to bour-
geois attacks on their real wages and employment.
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The process of recomposition in the workers move-
ment will mest probably be accelerated in coming
months . Mational wage negotiations begin in Janu-
ary. |f the Social Democratic bureaucracy yields

to the employers' demands or accepts government
intervention to bring about a "zero solution, " the

SF and the CP will gain further ground .. Already
saveral CP-controlled local unions and the Formands-
initiotivet have threatened to call for o general
strike ogainst any govemment infervention in the
woge negotiations. The way the worken answered

the messoge of Anker Jorgensen on Movember 26 in-
dicates that such o call would get e big response .
Just before going to press we received the news

that the Danish government has called a new elec-
tion for January 9,1975. Some days after the Novem-

ber 246 demonstration the government presented a
plan to parliament calling for a total freeze on
wages and prices, a reduction in cost-of-living
increases for the workers, and a halt to increases

in dividends. After having seen the reactions of the
working class, the Social Democratic and trade-
union leaders decided to come out against the plan.
The SF and the CP also opposed it, The government
used this stated opposition to the plan to call for a
new election before the plan comes to a vote in par-
liament, This can be considered a direct result of
the massive working-closs protests, which forced
the Social Democrots to toke a stand ogcinst the
proposed incomes policy and state intervention,
even though they themselves had previously called
for such a solution. O

PEVOLUTIONALY MILITANT
MURDELRED

The foilowing statement was issued MNovember 17 by the Secretariat of the Liga Socialista
(Socialist Leogue), a sympathizing organization of the Fourth Intemnational in Mexico.

Our comrade Antonio Maldonedo Franco and two
other students of the Universidad Macional Auténoma
de Puebla {UAP — Autonomous Mational University
of Puebla) have been murdered n Tlaxcala City by
a gang known as "Los Gavilanes" (The Hawks).

One of the students was Guillermo Ramirez; we do
not yet know the name of the other compafiero who
was murdered .

The three were teaching in the Rafoel Ramfrez nor-
mal schosl 1n Tlaxcala City, which has been sub-
jected to repeated attacks by the "Gavilanes, "
who represent a faction in the PRI {Partido Revolu-
cionario Institueional — Institutional Revelutionary
party), the government party in Mexico.

The "Gavilanes” serve as a goon squad and have
been trying to drive rodical activists out of the Ra-
foel Ramirez normal school.

The first victim was Guillermo Romirez, who was
kidnopped at the end of October. Later he was
found deod. His funeral wos marked by a moss dem-
onstration in the city of Puebla.

The second and third victims were our comrode
Antonio and another student at the UAP, They were
kidnapped on October 24 during a "demonstration”
organized by the government. It was one of the
troditional rallies organized by a faction of the

PR| to back its candidate for the gubernatorial nom-
ination. The approoch of elections for the govemnor-
ship of Tlaxcala has unleashed a wave of viclence
in various parts of this state.
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When the "demorstration" passed near the Rafael
Romirez normal school, the thugs grabbed Antonio
and the other compafiera from the UAP. The details
remain unclear, since the news only reached us
many days later by woy of activists from the normal
school who brought the report to Puebla.

We did not know what had happened; our comrade
hod simply vanished. However, one of those kid-
napped on October 24 hod to be Antonio, since

the description fitted him perfectly (the clothes he
was weoring that dey, the description of him, efc.).

After being kidnopped, Antonio was taken to the
building of the Instituto de Estudios Superiores

(IES — Institute of Advanced Studies), which had
been seized by the "Gavilanes. " We do not know
how he was killed. When the police went into the
building on November 12, it was reported unoffi-
cially that two bodies were found. So far the author-
ities have tried to cover up this crime. The police
have not even allowed the bodies to be identified.
Monetheless, it is obvious to all that Antonio
Maldonado ond the other compafero were murdered.
Cemrade Antonio Maldonado Franco was eighteen
years old. He went to work in the Rafoel Ramfrez
normal schoal as a volunteer instructor when the
state authorities withdrew the teaching staff, claim-
ing that there was "no money in the budget” to

pay them. The repressive government bears the full
responsibility for his murder.

In Puebla the UAP activists have mobilized to de-
mand punishment of those guilty of these three mur-
ders.C




SPAIN

ont'd. from pg.48

The Spanish Communist party’s total absence of re-
sponsibility for these acts has been offirmed and de-
fended by all the workers organizations, which were
agreed in dencuncing this aspect of the compaign

of the dictatorship. But in the defense of the ETA-
V — whose responsibility in the affair has never
been proven and was finally denfed by the organi-
zation iself — a defense that wos just os necessary
and justified as the defense of the CP, there was
much reticence on the part of certain organizations;
reticence, if notsilence or even implicit occusa-
tion. For those who have been the main victims,
those who most direct ly suffered and continue to
suffer the effects of the police compaign, only two
or three organizations assumed the responsibility

and honor of defending them unconditionally against
the bourgeoisie, without letting themselves get
caught up in the atmosphere the police had succeed-
=d in creating against them ameng public opinion,
sticking to the principle that has guided the revelu-
Honary solidarity of communists in all epochs:
Against h«u;.lrgu-uri& repression o revolutionary is al -
ways right!

f today the lives of Eva Forest and Antonio Durén
sre thredtened in the "Camrero affair, " it is because
olidarity with them was Irsufficient, becouse the
jictatorship thought that they hod been abandoned,
left without any suppart. These militants could bare-
ly find @ lowyer to defend them. That is why they
were chosen s propitious victims; thet is why today
their lives are being used as bargaining chips among
the various political factions of the Spanish bour-
jeoisie. There is now an attempt to moke of them a
sloody "refribution” for the execution of Carrero, a
retribution demanded and required by the most re-
actionary political sectors, those who for that very
reason had identified themselves most closely with
"the admiral ."

To abandon these comrades to thelr acssassins would
not only be a crime; [t would alse be an encourage-
pﬁnt to  naw crimes, an encnurggemﬂn’r te repres-
sion; it would strengthen the effects and impunity
of these new crimes. And this increased strength
would end up by hitting all those fighting against
the dictatorship, including those who are now en-
couraging the dictatorship by their silence.

If anyone thinks that we are exaggerating, that the
death penalty will not be requested in the "Carre-
ro offair” or that IF it is requested it will not be
gronted, let them recall Salvedor Pulg Antichl

If anyone believes that the danger of the death
penalty exists but that Tt can be averted by gather-
ing signatures on protests and petitions, let them al-
o remember Salvador Puig Antich!

If anyone thinks that nothing can be done, that if
the dictatorship wants to murder Eva Forest and An-
tonie Durdn it will do so, let them remember lzko
and his comrades !

Yes, it is possible to save the lives of Eva and An-
tonic; we can do it. But every minute counts. Not
a second must be lost; the broodest and mest comba-
tive ccmpaign of national and international solidar-
ity must be organized!

Right now we must begin organizing a united strug-
gle of all parties, all workers organizations, all
bodies of the vanguard in the factories, universities,
institutes, liberal professions, in the Workers Com-
missions around the slogan: DOWMN WITH THE CA-
RRERO TRIAL! Let us struggle for the FREEDOM

OF EVA FOREST AND ANTONIO DURANI

Lat us thus move forward to the formation of a Unit-
ed Front Against Repression in order to begin a per-
manent struggle against the War Councils, the
bloodiest irstruments of Francoist repression, the
most striking example of the role played by the army
in the dictatorship, the most tangible evidence
that the mass movement con expect nothing from the
army but the most brutal repression.

AGAINST THE TOP (Public Order Tribunal), re-
named the "Tribunal Central de lo Penal” by the
new Orgonic Low of lustice, the “incarnotion, " ac=
cording to ifs author, "of the principles of July
18." AGAINST THE LABOR TRIBUMNALS, AGAINST
ALL THE REPRESSIVE APPARATLS OF FRANCO-

IS Ml

For the release of political prisoners, for solidarity
with their struggles, which will open the way for
the relecse of Eva Forest and Antonio Durén, for
the return of the exiles)

Thus, the struggle agairst the repression will take
the important ploce it deserves in the struggles of
the moss movement, in the present preparation of
the general strike leading to the revelutionary gen-
eral strike that will overthrow Francolsm.

The struggle to save the lives of Eva Forest and An-
tonio Durén can and must be an important step in
this direction. The Carrero trial is o new challenge
to the working class of our country thrown at it by
the dictatorship. Let us rise to the challenge: Let

us organize the response and call for internafional
:nlid‘uriml

Whao will intervene to defend these "terrorists"?
the dictatorship asks Tiself.

We answer, and we will answer in action: We will,

the workers, students, doctors, professors, teachers,
women |

Eva Forest and Antonio Durdn are our comrodes. We
do not believe your lies. We have seen them at our
sides in the struggle. We have seen them in the

1988 sirike in Pegaso, in the solidarity struggles
with the Vietnamase revolution, in the construction
strikes, in the struggle against the Burgos War Coun-
cil four years ago. We will not abandon them!

DOWN WITH THE CARRERO TRIALI
FREEDOM FOR EVA FOREST AND ANTONIO
DURANI




SPAIN

The comrades of the Liga Comunista Reveluciona-
ria - Euzkoadi ta Askatasuna-VI {Revelutionary
Communist League - Basque Mation and Freedom-
V1) have issued the following urgent appeal on be-
half of Eva Forest and Antonio Durén, two mili-
tants focing death at the hands of the Francoist die-
tatership on frame-up charges of ‘having been re-
sporsible for the execution of Carrero Blanco.

Evo Forest.and Antonio Durdn will soon be brought
to trial by the War Council that is to deal with the
"Carrero affair. " This will be the culminating
point in one of the most sinister political forces
stoged by the dictatorship in its whole history.

The first act of the farce was the police propagonda
compaign around the Correc Street attack (see
INPRECOR, MNo. 9, October 3). The BPS (Political
Social Brigade, the political police), with the ex-
tensive collaboration of the bourgeois news media
and the silent complicity of numerous workers or-
ganizations, presented Eva and Antonio as being re-
sporsible for these acts.

Today we know that this was nothing but lies, the
crudest slonders launched against @ handful of mil-
itants and agaoinst the Spanish Communist party and
the ETA-V.

The Comreo Street attack does not even figure in the
pretrial hearings opened against Eva Forest and An-
tonio Durén.

In their statements to the police neither they nor
any of their comrades have acknow ledged the
slightest participation in these acts or in the assas-
sination of Carrero.

It was only through the pressure of terrible physical
and moral torture, which gravely offected the
health of these comrodes and especially Durén's
health, that the BPS wos able to establish the ex-
istence of "hiding places, " that is, perfectly le-
gitimate instruments for protecting revolutionary
action from the repression of a bloedy and tyranni-
cal dictatorship. But what is the use of evidence
when it Is. the Froncoist army that is in charge of
“justice"; the Francoist army— this potential instru-
ment of civil war, this active instrument of the co-
lonial war in Sponish Sahara, this apparatus for
beating into line, humiliating, and repressing
Spanish youth. What good is evidence when the
laws, judges, and courts ore just auxiliaries in the
repression of revolutionaries, when the news media
is controlled and manipulated with impunity?
UNDER THE FRANCOIST DICTATORSHIP, EVIDENCE
MATTERS LITTLE WHEMN IT HOLDS BACK THE
POLITICAL ACTION OF THE DICTATORSHIP!

And the merger of the case of Eva Forest and Anto-
nio Durén inte the Tnvestigation of the "Carrerc af-
fair" Is o political action. It must be judged and
combated as such!

But if this political action wos possible, if the most
reactionary sectors of the army, police, Francoist
apparatus, and foscist gangs have made this absurd
indictment, it is becouse the campaign around the
Correo Street attack hod a second act whese con-
sequences were much more serious than those of the
first act.

Few, very few voices, ours among them, were
roised against this farce in defense of all its vic-
tims. We say all and we siress the word all.
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