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editorial

INPRECOR is a new Trotskyist journal that will appear every two weeks under
the editorship of the United Secretariat of the Fourth International. lts aim

is to fill @ vacuum that has existed in the revolutionary Marxist press. In-
crecsingly, revolutionary militants have felt the need for news and analysis
on the international workers movement and world political events in order
better to contribute to building the revolutionary international, to place
their own actions in a world context, and to strengthen the political ties
among the militants of various countries. Neither the national organs of
Trotskyist sections nor the theoretical reviews of our movement are able to
fully carry out the task of offering this type of news and analysis on a regular
basis. That will be the function of INPRECOR, which will be published in
four languages: English, French, Spanish, and German.

INPRECOR will contain analytical articles, documents (resolutions, declara-
tions, and articles) of sections of the international and its leading organs,

as well as of other revolutionary organizations; news of the international
workers movement; and bibliographic information that will facilitate the
research work of militants. This first issue reflects our goal only imperfectly.

Because of its international mode of distribution, INPRECOR can survive

only if a large enough number of subscriptions are taken -- and taken quickly.
In order to leave sufficient time to collect subscriptions, then, the second
issue of INPRECOR will appear in four weeks instead of two. We hope our
readers will send in their subscriptions quickly. 0

INPRECOR 12/14 rue de la Buanderie - Brussels 1000

INTERNATIONAL PRESS CORRESPONDENCE

Fortnightly information organ of the United Secretariat of the Fourth International
published in English, French, Spanish, and German.

Signed articles do not necessarily represent the views of INPRECOR.

Subscriptions: 1 year (25 issues) - US$7.50; Canadian $7.50; £3.
AIR MAIL TO U.S. and CANADA - §16.00.

To subscribe: Send name and address to INPRECOR, 12/14 rue de la Buanderie -
Brussels 1000. Send international money order only to Gisela Scholtz, Compte
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france

the collapse
Of gaullism

The article below wes written before the vating in the First
reund of the French presidentiol elections tock ploce. A
full analysis of the first-round returns cannot yet be mode.
But some general features are clear:

* The first charocteristic of the May 5 voting is that it con—
firmed that @ brood political realigrment of the right wing

is going on. This shoke up js directly linked fo the culming-
fion of the crisis of the stote opparatus set up by Gaullism

in 1958, Chaban-Delmas, the candidate of the “state party,*
suffered o real rout, obtaining only 15.10 percent of the
vote, despite the foct that he represented o porty that has
been in pawer for sixteen years o the majority of the govern-
ing coalition. The bourgeoisie lined up bohind Minister of
Finance Giscard d'Estaing, who got 32.50 pareent of the
wote,

* Mitterrand, the Sccidlist porty leoder ond candiddte of the
Unien de la Gauche (Union of the Laft) got 1 million mors
wates than the parties of the Union de lo Gavehe received in
the March 1973 legislative elections. He tock 43,24 percent
of the vate, o mueh higher percentoge than he got in the
1945 presidentiol elections and more than the left parties
got in the 1973 legislative elections, thus registering the
rodicalization ond gereral tumn to the left of the Franch
electorate, The rate of ebstention was quite low (15.77 per-
cent], a foct that gererally benefited the right. But Mirter-
rand fell short of the 45-44 percent that waould howve virhsally
assured him an eaty viekary on the second round.

* Part of the left electorate did not vote for Mitterrand on
the first round. The total vote for the for left (batween 3

arel 4 percent) wos large, probobly reflecting the opposition
of a section of the workers vanguard and of Communist mili-
tants te Mitterrard oz o pelitician and to the right-wing com-
paign that was run by the Union de la Gauche. But onalyzing
the far-left vote is more complex. Arlette Laguiller, the can-
didate of Luthe Cuvrigre (Workerns Strugglel, received

595, 247 votes (2.33 parcent] . Alaln Krivine, the candidote
of the Front Communiste Révalutionmaine (Revelutionary
Communist Frant], got ¥3, ¥90 votes {0.36 percantl. nmé
Dumont, wha ran with the suppert of the ecology movement,
got 337,800 votes (1.32 percent). It is difficult fo break
down the political compasition of Dumont's vote, But it Ts
important to consider the scores of Laguiller and Krivine,

the two condidates claiming allegience to Trotskylsm.

In oddition, many people of the for left vated for Mitterrand
on the first round, since they wonted o “make their vote
count" and hopad that Mitterrand would make iron the first
raund .

The very large difference in the bwo scores cannot be ex-

plained by the degree of implantation of sach oroup. The
analysis af the vote on o city by city basis shows that it is
scarcely related to the number of members or influence of
the groups. Mor can it be explained by the two groups' abil-
ities to mobilize people. The FCR consistently tumns out

more people for political meetings, demonstrations, ek,
than LOY. The difference results above all from the different
political style and eontent of the two compoigns. Afler the
possiti[ity of @ Pioget candidocy fell through (see the article
below), the FCR opted for an electoral compaign of pelitical
education, pointing to the problems of the strugale in the
ceming months, especially in the event of & Mitterrond vic-
fory. This campaign was much mere suceessful than previcus
campaigns run by the revelutionary Marxists. It was for more
concrete. A big effort wos made o “depersonalize” the cam-
paign by giving the floor 1o many militants during campaign
meetings ond rodio and televizsion broodcasts.

Utilizing examples like the French popular front of 19364,
the Chilean coup, ond the recent workers struggles Tn France,
the campaign was able fto deal on radio and television with
imporfant problems such as the exploitation of women, the
role of the army and 1| . stroggle against militarism (on this
point, Galley, the mijaster of the army, was forced into o
public polemic with Krivine), the formation of strike com-
mittees during workers struggles, the meoning of worlkers
self-defense, and so en. The political response to this com-
paign was very brood, ond the vote for Krivine was seen by
everyone o5 a vote for sccialist revelution.

Lutte Ouvridre opted for o different sort of compaign: per-
wonal testimany abeut copitalist expleitation and the cppres-
sfon of women, elementary distrust of Mitterrand os a bour-
geois politician. In order to run such o compoign, LO de-
cided to avoid bringing up the esentiol prablems of the
coming struggles. LO thus succeeded in crystallizing oround
Arlette Laguiller (@ woman worlker active in the trode unions)
a compesite ensemble of minority electoral currents thar sow
their own imoges reflected in her candidocy: militant CPers
who found Mifterrand hard to toke; Feminist vaters vafing
for @ woman condidabe; pepulists voting for o worker, A re-

ant poll commissioned by the Poris daily Le Figoro (which
may rot be quite aceurate), Tndicated that a: of the opening
of the second-round campaign 42 percent of those who voted
for Loguiller on the i ..it round intended to vote for Giscard
d'Estaing on the second round; only 44 percent intended to
vate for Mitterrand! [f this floure were confirmed, it would
indicate o much greater heterageneity of the Laguiller vote
than could hove been cxpected.

Daspite the imporfant politicel differences between the FCR
and LO, both groups have entered the bottle of the second
round by calling for the defeat of Giscord and o vote to MiT-
terrand . The revolutionory militants must meke ‘the second-
round campaign a real elass compaign, We will return to the
prablems raised by the French presidential election in the
rext issue of [NFRECOR.

PIERRE ROUSSET - May P——

French presidential elections were not supposed fo ke ploce
until 1974, The May 5 and 19 eleckions were brought on by
@ chance eccurrence: the death of Georges Pompidou. But
that does nat moke them any less important. Pompidou's sud=-
den disappearance from the scene epened o new stage in the
crisis of the system of bourgecis rule established in 1958: the
Gaullist regime, the Fifth Republic. A new stage because
the crisis did net break out only recently. Actually, i¥ goes
bock to the general strike of May-June 1958, Since then,

the fruits of May '68 have been ripening with the years,
leaving thair mark on both political life and social struggles.
Fundamentally, the current presidential elections ore the
result of that process.

THE BACKGROUMD OF CLASS STRUGGLE

Pecple begon talking obour possible elections as long age as
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lest outumn, for the government had praven incopoble of
blocking the development of struggles among the warkers and
the student youth. A lat of ground had alrecdy been coverad
in the six years since May *68. Some of the 1ectors thaten-
tered the struagle in o massive way (civil service employees,
g mnd electric warkers, mefelwarkers) had not demonstrated
for veor,

Demands were rajsed indicating that the level of conseious-
ness and the possibility of unifying the variow struggles hod
increosed: equal and across the hoard wage increases for all,
minimum menthly wage of 1,500 franas (ebout USS300),
sliding scole of wages, ate. Qualitative steps forward had
also been foken in regard fo the forms of struggle and the
erganization of the workers during the struggles: There were
many mara foctory occupations, militant picket lines, aven
flying squads (s ar Olivetti), estoblishmant of strike funds,
continuation of preduction for the benafit of the workers (s
in the Lip watch foctory), ceniralization of strike commit-—
tees {as in the banking sector), ete. On fwo otcosions since
the legislative e lections of Mareh 1973, student youth hod
taken to the streett on o natianal scale in massive nurmbers.

The fact thot some strikes were continued ofter Pompidou's
death — even if partially — {in the bonks, in the Atlantic
shipyords, ameng the metalwarkers) wos o clear sympton of
the new social climate. In France it is quite exceptional faor
such strugales to continue during an electoral pericd. The
Communist party and the CGT (Canfédération Géndrale du
Trovail -—— General Canfedaration of Labor, the CP-domi-
noted trade=unien federation), while they tried to organize
a "return to erder” and bloek any generalization of the strug-
gles, were forced to refrain fram apenly calling for o "social
fruce. "

Inspite of the relative defeat of the May 1968 general strike,
the class struggle since then has maintained o level incom—
patible with the “normal" bourgeois direction of society.

O better still, the continual decpening of the class struggle
has dominated political considerations and gceounts for the
attitudes of the varicus porties.

The "Cammon Progrom® and the governmantal agreement
Babween the CF and the Socfalist party were bomn of the
absolute need of the reformist workers parties to present o
credible political perspective able to canalize the social
pressure building up and contain it within the framework of
the system == a necessity that became clear fo the leaders
of these parties ofter their miserable defeat in the June 1948
elections as a result of their betroyal of the general strika.
This same necessity is equally sperative today. One of the
mast importent choracteristics of the struggles of these past
yeors hes been the emergence of o warkers vanguard [ittle
by little assuming o mass cherdeter and achieving through
struggle significant breaks with the framewark worked out in
advance by the reformist leadears of the trode unions and the
workers parties. In this present cantext — and especially
with the addition of o new layer of young workers —- tha
apparatus that hod allowed the CP to choke off struggles of
which it did not approve has lost o good deal of is effective-
mess .

The struggle at the Lip watch factory is only the best knowr

example of this. The possibility of the reformists being over-
taken by the workers struggles is ever present. All the mare

s in that the revolutionary organizations are little by little
getting into the factories fo the point that their influence
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there Is immeasurably greater than i was six years ago.

The bourgecisie hes found 1t difficult 1o get out of its present
impasse. The exocerbation of internaticnal eempetition, in-
evitable inflation, and the Iikely prespect of o recession de-
prive it of the means to resart to o "social" palicy copable
of forestalling workers struggles. On the other hand, it hos
to make the workers foot the bill for the maintensnes and
strengthening of the pasition of Franch capitalism before the
crisis gets worse. But the current relationship of forces pre=
vents the bourgesisie from moving te g direct, frontal assoult
in order fo breck the workers combativity except ot grave
risk . How best to prepare for o seemingly inevitable general
class eonfrontation? That is the question dividing the bour-
gecis porties today.

Finding on erswer is nof 5o easy. The "moral decay™ of the
French right-wing and center is corsiderable. And bourgesis
imstitutions have been plunged inte g deep erisis.

THE END OF GAULLISM

Pompidou's death signalled the final demisa of the rogime
ereated Tn 1958, Prime Minister Pierre Auguste Messmer,
President of the Mational Assembly Edgar Faure, ond Christian
Fouchet, o former minister and Gaylfist luminary all declared
themselves candidates — and then withdrew. Among the
former majority, the field was left fo Jocques Choban-Dalmas,
Pompidou's farmer prime minister whe had been fired in 1972,
o4 the cendidate of the UDR {Union des Démoerabes pour la
Républigque —- Unisn of Demacrats for the Republic, the

main Geullist political formation); Valéry Giscard d'Estaing,
the minister of finonces and head of the "Independent Repub-
licons"; and Jeen Royer, former minister of commeree and
trode, later minister of pests ond telegraphs, a politician

# la Pavjade (a2 demagog appealing fo the traditional patty-
bourgecisie}. These candidates have differing political plot-
forms. But they illustrate abeve all the demjse &f the Geoullist
monolith.

Since 1958 French political life hos been marked by the exist-
ence of o "strong stote” erected an the rins of bourgeois
parliomentary demacracy, This sirong stote was born of the
desire of monopely capital to free ikelf frem the eonstant
pressure of interest groups bosed ameng the petty and middie
bourgesisie and fo deal both with the competition crected
by the Commen Market and with the workers movement in
order to create conditions faverable to making the Freneh
ecanamy more profitoble. But the strong state hed fo be
imposed through a show of force by the army, which seized
the oppartunity created by the Algerian erisis. The strong
state tock on the forms of o Bonapartist regime . In order to
put an end to the atempt to maintoin a colonial empire end
to smash the parliomentary regime, the radifienal bourgeais
parties had to be pushed eside and the workers movement

hed fo be isolated and weakened. Far that the bourgenisie
needed o “Bonaparte, " a man wha could eppear a: the savier
of a France threataned with choos. That man wes Charles

de Goulle.

Mery 1948 opened o general crisis of the Gaullist regime,
which rested on a twofold balance of forees: within the
bourgeoisie on the one hand (in order to cssure the most ad-
venced sectors of capital the greatest freedom of action) and
between the bourgecisie and the proletariat an the othar
hand (in order fo maintain relative "social peace"]. This
balance of forces was overturned by the new rise of workers
struggles. The Bonaparte, who hod lost his charismatie pawar



ond whose regime hod worn down, became o liability instead
of an asset. |n foct, the weokening of parliement and the
bourgenis parties, the lock of a real presidentiol regime,
and the end of the parliementary shell-game ployed by the
reformist workers parties all combined to tend fo transform
every significant struggle for social demands info o direct
conflict with the stote.

Thanks to the "great feor" ond the demorolization born of
the betrayal of the Moy general sirike by the workers lecd-
erhips, the elections of June 1968 resulted in o recctionary
majerfty numerically stronger thon ever. But that concealed
the erosion of the governmental edifice only in o very tem-
porary and provisional way. From that time on, the bour-
geoisie waos lecking for some olfernative solufion. [t seized
the oppertunity offered by the 1957 referendum on decen-
tralization to thank de Gaoulle for his services ond send him
on his way by making o big ensugh push o defeat the refer-
endum. Then 1t moved to elect Pompidou. But Pompideu
lacked the prestige thot de Goulle commanded in 1958, The
Benapartist regime couldn’t make it without o Bonaparte .
Successive governments proved unoble to correct the situa-
Fan. The March 1973 legislative elections dealt the regime
yet another blow. The UDR, de Goulle's party, lest Tts ab-
solufe majority in parliament. And no mafter which candi-
date is elected president Tn 1974, these elections will mark
the and of the uncontested palitical hegemany of the party
created by the 1758 coup d'etat,

The compefition batween Choban-Delmas and Giscard d'Es-
taing (the o main candidates of the old majerity) illustrat-
ed the bourgesisie's difficulty Tn warking out the conditions
for @ new palitical equilibrium.

THE STANDARD-BEARERS OF THE OLD MAJORITY

GISC ARD D'ESTAING believes it is time to leap into post=
Gaullism: to reconstitute real bourpesis parties oround axes
outside the UDR {which he considers incapable of fransfor-
mation becouse of ifs origins os o hodgepodge of stote career-
ists ond parasites grouped around de Gaulle); to broaden the
majority toward the eenter; to creafe a real presidenticl re-
gime; to institute a more “reasonable”™ foreign policy. Uin-
fortunately for Giscard, all this is ensier said than done. The
LIDR cannat be tossed out of the government without being
thrown into o great crisis. This is o party unable fo exist
without being integrated info the state apporotus. And the
minister of finance is regarded as "the monopolies' man” by
the traditional petty-bourgenisie. But his "new majority” can
ba forged only through an electoral allionce with the petty
bourgsoisie. A known right-winger, he has to promise an
anti-Marcellin policy of “liberalizetion” in erder o win
over a saction of the reform blog; but he knows that he will
have te puth for an antivorker policy.

CHABAM=-DELMAS wanted ta try to avoid this erisis by as=
suring the continuity of Goullism. To be sure, since 1967

the majerity had already moved far away from the eriginal
Goullist themes. "Pompidouism" took o quiet tum foward
Washingten Tn foreign policy, and the progrom of “partici-
pation” during 1571-72 gronted a big role fo the trode unions
instead of working around them. But Chabon agein teck up
the themes of "contracts for progress” (proposing @ “contract
for each French citizen"), of "natienal independance,” and
of the "new society" {during his campaign, he dencunced
"anarchic capitalism™ along with “totalitarion socialism™).
In short, he fried to present himself almast os o leftist. But
Chaban's program just wasn't credible . He promised o "social™

pelicy while everyone knew that the bourgeoisie was pre-
paring “ousterity” for the workers . He cloimed he wos o
"progressive” while coming forward as the man of the UDR,
the most reactionary palitical formation around, the party of
the “godillots." (A term of derision used fo refer to the
mindless robok elected to parlioment in the June 1748 alec-
tion —— INPRECOR )

Whot Chabon and Giscord were octually fighting chout wos
what would be tha least undesiroble form of political nule

for the bourgeaisie. But each of them was soddied with cry-
ing contradictions on one point or another. At bottem, neither
seomed able to clamp a lid on the new rise of workers strug-
gles.

FROM THE COMMON PROGRAM TO THE
PRESIDEMTIAL CHARTER

The traditional leff thinks it has o chence to win these alec-
Hons. And, in Ttsown way, it has drewn the legons of
Chile. It s locking for an "opening” to the right! The
Union de la Gauche (Union of the Leff) today is sssentially
a coalition between the rwo major reformist workers porties,
the Communist party end the Socialist party. The left radi-
cals == a few individue! bourgeois politicians who survived
the collopse of the old Radical party == have little weight
in the coolition. But their presence Ts symbolic of o poten-
tial broadening, And today we con see g double evelution:

* On the one hand, Mitterrand (the general secrctary of the
Socialist party ond the condidate supported by the Union de
la Gouche parties) has been seeking to present himself as the
“president of all the French peeple” ard to gain maximum
independence from the Union de la Gouehe . The most “rodi=
cal” themes in the Common Progrem (like nationelizations)
and the program of trede-union demands (minimum menthly
wage of 1,500 francs, |oter reduced to 1,200 franes) have
hod a tendency to disappear from the presidenticl compaign.
The Common Program hes been supplanted by a minimalist
"Presidential Charter"that is now the oaly thing Mitterrund
is answerable to. The CF and 5P ore making all kinds of od-
vances toward monagers, owners of “small and middle-sized
factaries, " and small merchonts. The tone gets more "respon-
sible" every day. The CF and 5F are presenting themselves
os the enes best oble to monage the French economy and ore
promising not to break with the Atlantic Allionce.

* Concurrently, ond in spite of the obove development, a
real closs polarization is taking ploce. Mitterrond is supported
by the Union de la Gauche, that is, essentially by the CP
ond 5P. The CGT, the CFOT (Confédération Frangaise Déma—
cratigue du Traveil == French Democrotic Confederation of
Labor, the country's secondelargest trode—union federation),
end the PSU (Parti Secioliste Unifié == United Socialist
party, a centrist formation) are supporting him. He thus has
the support of ll the significent reformist and centrist, polir-
ical ond trade=union forces of the working closs. This is true
to sich an extant that in spite of the right-wing campaign
Mitterrand ran on the first round, even ameng the for left
meny pecple voted for him. In order to pick up vates from
farces to the laft of the CF os well as these to its right, Mir-
terrand went so for as to define himself (verbally) as the can-
didate of the current that is formed around the Commen Pro-
gram and of the “self-monogement” current (that is, the SP
laft wing, the PSU, and the CFDT). On the other hond, no
significant bourgeeis formation called for the candidate of
the laft. Only Jeon-Jocgues Servan-5chreiber was stricken
with an attack of conscience ond hesitated between Mitter-
rand and Giscard d'Estaing.
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©n a desper level, the plon of Mitrerrand, the CP, and the
5F to extend o hand to the right 73 running up ogainst two
major ahstecles: the danger of the rank and file overtaking
the leadership ond the foct that the bourgesisie itself hos
alzo drown the lessons of Chile. It knows that if Mirterrond
were alected Tt could wring much more out of the left by
oppesing it than by offering it negotiations aimed ot setting
vp a "great coalition. ' At least it Mitterrand and the SP do
not break with tha CP. But thot would create the condifions
for the ranks outflarking the leadership; the 5P would prob-
ably be wrecked and Mitterrond as on individual would lose
a good deal of his potential usefulness for the bourgecisie:
his ability fo oot or a lost resort against the rise of social
struggles.

THE CAMPAIGHN OF THE REVOLUTIOMNARIES

In such a context it is important for the volces of revelution-
aries to be heord: To popularize the goals of struggle that the
working closs can and must take up; to show how to use the
struggles of today to prepare for the secialism of tomomew;

fo counterpose o revalutionory strategy to the reformisf rood
of the Union de la Geuche; ko begin right now preparing

for the struggles that will Break cut ofter the elactions; to
organize the challenge to the Union de le Gauche. Thase
are themes that have alrecdy been developed in the Action
Program published by the Trotskyist newspaper Rouge.

During the two weeks that followed the death of Pompidou,
Trakkyist militants fought for a unitary condidate of the for
left. They proposed to run Cherles Piagat, the best known

of the organizers of the Lip sirike. His condidacy could have
grovped together the broad workers vanguord, promoted the
ereation of unifary rank-and-file commithees gaing way be-
yond the &lose sympathizers of the revalutionary groups, and
prepered in the best possible way to go beyond the outlock
of the Union de lo Gouche in the event of Mitterrond's elec-
tion.

A large number of orgonizations and currents within the for
laft got behind this proposal —- Rouge, Révolution (2 group
thet split from the Ligue Communiste in 1971), the Alliance
Morxiste Révalutisnnaire (Revolutionary Marxist Alliance,
the group headed by Michel Pabla), the left wing of the
P5L, Libération (the doily newspaper edited by Jean-Poul
Sartre), Politique Hebdao {an independent far-left newspaper).
The OCI {Crganisation Communiste |nternationaliste — In-
ternatiznalist Communist Organization, o sect claiming od-
herence to Trotskyism, led by Plerre Lambert) called for o
first=round vote for Mitterrand. Lutte Ouvritra (an oroonizo-
tion of Trotskyist srigin new shrengly "workerist"] adopted

an ultresectarian atfitude, rejecting any possibility of o
common candidacy and presenting its own candidate imme—
diately upon the death of Pompidou. She wos Arlette Laguiller,
o militant Tn the bank workers unian who ployed a majer role
in the strike of the Bongue Motional de Paris, which went

an before and during the elections.

Above all, the P5U, of which Fiaget is a member, manifested
the ambiguity that se marks it by opting for the pesition worked
out by one of its leaders, Miche! Rocord, who colled for
peopie to "rally critically™ to Mitterrand’s condidacy. That
represented o real copitulation fo the reformist srganizations
on the part of the PSU. It will weigh heavily in the PSU's
future . Some 35 percent of the votes Tn the PS5 Motional
Council were caost in favor of running Piaget. The "Gaouche
Quvridre et Paysonne (Werker and Peasant Left}, o populist
current that was already on its way out of the PSU, split
after this vofe. The representatives of the Paris federotion
resigned from the Mational Council. The embrvonic crisis
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that this group experienced in May '8 suddenly h-nlt‘h
the surfoce. ik

Becouse of the PSU decision, Pioget's condidocy could nof
materiolize, despite the response it would have received in
the foctories. Under these conditions, the revalutionary
Marxizts made two decisions: to form o new orgonization,
the Front Communiste Révalutionnaire {(Revalutionary Com-
reunist Fronf) end 1o ren Alein Krivine os o condidate.

The banning of the Ligue Communiste, former French section
of the Fourth Internationzl, in June 1973 following an anti=
Fascist demonstration, hod left o vocuum. It wos imporkant
ta fill this vocusum ot g time when everything possible had o
be done inorder to prepare for the postelection pericd, mo
matter which condidate is elected. The formation of the

FCR at the call of thirfy—one militonts does not mean giving
up the struggle to overturn the decree dissolving the Ligue
Communiste. (The text of the thirhy-one militonis' oppeal is
published elsewhere in this fssue == [MPRECOR ) But it waos
necessary for the revolutionary Marxists to be able to re-
group their forces Tn order to better toke up the tasks they
will be confronted with in the near Future. And in order to
carry out the work of preparing the vanguard of werkes ond
wouth for the battles that are on the ogenda, the revelution—
ary Montisk olso decided to lounch o daily newspoper for
the period of the alection campaign.

PREPARE FOR TOMORROW'S STRUGGLES

These tasks will in foct be lorge ones. In ooy cose the Bour-
geaisie will not resolve ity erisls of political leadenbis
through the presidential elections. The rise of the clem strug-

gle will continua,

Becouse o closs confrontation betwsen the bowrgecisis ond
the proletariat lufks behind the ™left-right” sfsciomt con-
frontation; because the election of Mitterond would con-
saquently be sean by the French working clos & o wiciory
amd an encourogement to struggle; becouse ﬁ-m
of a reformist governmeant today would be fovorsble to o
political clorification within the working class; ond becouse
the alemants that could lead to the Union de lo Gouche
being outflonked hove built up comiuntly since .llhy ",
the Tratkyist militents will probobly decide o coll for o
vote for Mitterrand on the second round of the elactions.
Of course, affer leading and while continuing to leod o
campaign o counterpose revalutionory perspectives fo those
of tha reformist workers parties. And by lfinking this voie to
the popularization and development of tronsifional demands
and the denunciation of any prospect of coalifion with parties
thot represent the bourgecisie. And on condition that such
ogreements on coalifiors ore nof mode betwaeen the first ond
second rounds, which would wober down the meoning of o

< loss vobe -

The revolufionary campaign will not'have the impact Tt would
herve bod i Ploge? bed ron. In this the PSU end the sectarion
elements among the for l=ff beor o heavy responsibility. Nev-
artheless, the compaign con be quite important. It con ac-
celerote the polarizetion of the workers vanguard. |t can
Facilitate national centrolizetion of a current able to pre-
pare for gaing beyond the nomow outlock of the Unlan de

la Gauche if Mitterrond is elected and can assure the re-
launching of struggle to avoid any deap demoralization among
the workers if o bourgeois condidate is elected. And, it can
strengthen the boe of the revolutionory Marxists in all areas.

PIERRE ROUSSET—{]



Iong live the FDONT
COMMUNISTE
DEVOLUTIONNAIRLE

call

Deep upheavals are on the way in Fronce . The growing rise
of workers struggles, the challenging of the employers' rights
in the foctories, and the mobilizations of students and worler
youth against military control, unemployment, and superex-
ploitation represent a widening of the breach opened in May
1948,

These strugales of the working closs and the youth demanstrate
a combativity thot neither repression nor cooptation has man-
aged to break . They are developing in the framewerk of a
despaning crisis of the strong stote born of the 1938 coup
d'atat, a crisis of imstitutions and a crisis of the instruments
of bourgeois domination reflected in the courts, the amy,
and the police.

I this context the presidential elections take on o special
significence. Far millions of workers and youth, they con
oppear o a polifical result of the dally battles they are
waging. This is all the more true in that the bourgeois polit-
ical formations are racked by o crisis and division unprecse-
dented since 1958,

But the responses to this crisis offered by the Union de la
Gauche (Union of tha Laft, the coalition of the Communist
porty, the Soclalist party, cnd the small Laft Redical group-
fng =— INPRECCR) are ridiculous. The same parties that
failed to meet the tosks posed by May '63, instead denounc-
ing that revolutionary erisis os a plot hatched by the bour-
geoisie, are fodoy propesing no alternative other than patch-
ing up the system, leaving the bourgesisie o free hand to set
it econemic and militory schemes infe motion whenever 7t
deams it useful to do sa. Mot only are they not calling on
the workers to organize themsalves immediately -~ the anly
step that con confrant bourgeois repression and assure the
winning of the werkers demands . They are also odvocating
social rruce and notionel unity in order to demobilize the
workers. The fasks of the revelutionaries are therefore im-
mense. It is not only o matter of being present in all the
struggles that challenge eapitalist society, but akse of pro—
jecting pelitical answers to an ever more numerous workers
vanguard that is brecking in practice with reformist palitics.
And, if the Unien de la Gauche is victorious, itisale a
matter of immediately preparing the preconditions for self-
organization and self-defense of the workers againsf the
trenchant resistance that the bourgeoisie will mount. Finally,
it is o matter of lending anticepitalist shruggles their inter-
nationalist dimension both by drawing the lesoms of the
Chilean experience and by counterposing the creatien of the
Socialist United States of Europe to the maintenance of the
Eurcpe of the trusts and monopolies, which 1s in no way chal-
lenged by the Commen Program of the Union de lo Gauche.

It is because they defend such Tdews end try ko integrate them
nta their octivity that revaolutionary Marxists have constantly
faced repression, repression that has included imprisonment
and the di=olution of organizations. Such was the case with
the Ligue Communiste (former French section of the Fourth
[ntermational, ordered dissalved by Pompidou on June 28,
1573 =- |NPRECCR). We msure the former members of the
Ligue of our support in the struggle o overtum the rotten

decres of June 28, which wos used ogoinst them bacause of
their opposition to the rocist infrigues of foscist organizo-
tions tolerated by the regime. Further, in the workers move-
ment itself, revolutionary Merxists run up agoingt a bureau—
cratic reprassion thot tries constantly —- although with greater
and greater difficulties — to expel them.

To take up thess tosks, fo take up the fight lounched by the
Bolshevil party in Russio and continued by Troksky and the
Fourth International, and to take an active part in the strug-
gles of tens of thousands of revalutionary militants in Europe
and throughout the world foday, the undersigned hove de-
cided to set up en organization. |n the traditien of prale-
tarion infernationalism, this organization will fry to link the
struggles of the French workers to the werldwide fight ogoinst
capitalism. By recognizing the right of members to form ten-
deneies while still maintaining the centrulizotion needed to
prepare for the destruction of the bourgeois stote by the
workers themselves, this organization will break the Stalin-
ist cariceture of democrotic centralism, Finally, it will my
everywhere to foster the development of self-orgonization

of the working elass in order o prepare within the strugoles
of today the socialist self-mancgement of tomorrow, demo=
cratically centralized by the state of workers councils. That
is why the undersigned revelutionary militants, having porti-
cipated In the moin battles of the working closs since 1948,
call for the formation of @ new arganization, for the build-
ing everywhere of its federations and sections with a view
toweard holding a first congress soon. Towsrd is end they
designote a provisional leadership and call upon the workers
and youth o join the new organizafion in massive numbers .

LOMG LIVE THE FROMNT COMMUMISTE
REVOLUTIOMMAIRE]

LONG LIVE THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION|

Signatures:

Elsa PETIT (teacher}, Michel ROUSSEAL (post, telephone,
ond telegraph employee), J.P. RATAJ (hospital worker],
Andre FICHAUT (electrical worker), Michel RECAMATI
(student), Fierre FRANEK, Michel LEQLUEMNMNE (editor),
Miche! FIELD (high=schoaler), Marcel Franais KAHN
(physician), Jean-Marc POIRON (teacher), R. ADRASTE
(bockkeeper], Alain KRIVINE (joumalist), Jean Marie
VIMCE T (economist), 5. ROUX {hospital worker), Jules
FOURRIER {construction worker, former Communist deputy
in the Popular Front), Pierre ROUSSET {journalist), Emilia
SCIALOM (teacher), Wilfred PASQIUET {docker], G.
TOMASSIN (civil servant), Jocques HOUDET {insurence
worker], J.L. DION (chemical werker), G. REY (metal-
warker), J.P. BILLARD (bonk empleyee), Marcel DELTELL
(special educater), Gérard FESSY (post, telephone, and
telegroph employes), Suzette ROBICHOM (white-collar
worker), Claude BOVANA, (railroad worker), Colette
BLIESMIK (reacher), Gilles LEMET (wotchman), Jean-
Pierre PUJKIS (worker), André HOUDAYER (hospital
worker), O, VAILLANT (chemical fechnician), Sephie
PETERSOM {white—cellar worker), Poul ADAM (student) .



the divorce

referendum and
the political crisis

On May 12 the ltolion electorate will be asked for the first
Hime since the adaption of the present comstitution fo parti-
cipate in a referendum. The issue at stake is the divorce
low . which hes alreody been in force for several years and
which resetionary groups are now demanding be repealed.
The division among political forces an this fssue is along
the following lines: The Christion Demecrats and the MS!
(the nec—fascist Iralion Socialist Movement) are for repecl;
the PCI ([talion Communist party), the PSI {Italian Secialist
pertyl . the PSDI (right wing Italicn Soclal Democratic partyl,
the PRI (| talion Republican party}, and the PLI (italion Lib-
eral party) are against repeal. Thus the present coalition
governmant iz divided on the jssue. But the division also ex-
tends into the parties. Certain porties risk being challenged
if not by their members then at least by some of the sections
af the electorate that troditionally support them. The refer-
endum hos been delayed twice (becouse of the electons of
spring 1972 and through subtle interpretations of the [ow).
In practice the delay hos been due to the fact that the gov-
ernmental parties hesitoted to enter info o test that divides
tham, the outcome of which is uncertain.

The Catholic Church itself, while struggling flercely egainst
diverce, oppears iresalute: it has always mointained the
pseudo-juridicol fiction according to which more thon $0%:
of Ttalions are Cathsolics and Tt fears the loss of prestige if
the majority, ar a very substantial minority, of these "Catho-
lics" vote for divarce ogainst the advice of 5t, Peter's. As
far the Cammunist party, it has olways apenly procloimed
thet it was scared of vocillotions among its electoral sup-
porters {and perhaps even omong its members!), but alss and
above all becouse the confrontation of the referandum repre-
sents on obstacle for the CP's arientation foward collaboro-
tion with the Christian Demecrats for the perspective of the
“histerie compromise” propounded by Berlinguer. This is

why Berlinguer and his friends sought an egreement right up
ta the last minute (trying to get Parlioment to odopt o new
diverce low]. |t was not due to the CP that all these ottermpls
were finglly rejected.,

A POLITICAL BATTLE THAT GOES BEYOMD DIVORCE

The present electoral struggle — iF is necessary 1o say im-
mediately —— goes far bevond the importance of the guestion

B

of divorce itself. |t is noturally impartant not to underesti-
mate the importance for ltaly of an elementory democratic
eequisition ITke divorce — even in such a restricted ond par-
tial form as the one that was introduced in Italy. 1t s also
important net to jgnore the demorolizing repercussions that
would cccur if, ofter the greot moss mobilizations of the
last six years, swch on ccouisition could be quoshed by o
conservative and reoctionary inifiative. But the real shakes
are still more imporiont. Moy 12 will be o majer zlash
between political forces ond the verdict of the elector will
not simply affact divorce but will determine in on important
way the solution to the polifico| crisis thot the bourgecisie
haos mot succesded in cvercoming.

Here it is necessary to deal briefly with the context given

to the referandum by the events of the last faw years. Be-
eouze of the opporfuniss of the froditional workers parties,
and becouse of the chsence of o revolutionary organization
able to intervene o3 o el political olternative, the ltalion
bourgecizie succesded in surmounting the crucial peried of
1#55-70 when o prerevolofionary crisis unfolded in the
country. Mevertheless it wos incopoble of imposing o “nor=
malization® ond o refurmn o the relative stability of 1943,

The situation remoined exremely unstable and rent with
conflicts; the working clos did not retreat; the student move-
ment, desoite ik cyclical escillations, maintalned its poten—
tial; and large layen of the petty-bourgeoisie remalned in-
volved in the wove of rodicelizotion (in certain coses —- it

is not o new phenomenon — cerfain pethy-bourgeois laoyers
begen to mobilize after the workers rodicalization hod reached
its high paint]. Finally, the bourgesisie did not succeed in
resclving its crisis of leodership. |t is this last aspect that

is tied most closely to the present electoral struggle.

The upsurge of workers struggle in 1968-47 precipitoted the
erisis of the so-called "center—left” formulo of government
that had been adopted ot the beginning of the 1960s. Mever—
theless, this formula survived becouse no alternative ap-
peored on the Jeft and, on the other, becouse in the rela-



tion of forces created by the mobilization of the masses, o
right wing alternative oppeared extremely dongerous. All
attempts fo create a reoctionary wave through the so-celled
“strategy of tension” failed lamentably, end certain initio-
tives of fascist origin == for exomple the attock thot led o
a mossacre ina Milan bank on December 12, 196% — hod
rebounded egoinst the reactionaries ond ogainst those who
had saught to exploit thess events.

A PROLOMGED CRIZIS OF BOURGEOIS LEADERSHIP

Certain sections of the bourgesisie == who are nof eosy to
charaeterize from o social and economic angle but whe are
aolifically identified with o certain wing of the Christian
Democrats == started to move toward @ right wing shift in

the spring 1571, This move corresponded in the first place

to the need of the employers to "restore arder in the house”
{in other words to restora their domeged outherity and fa re~
establish a satitfactary rate of profit). It also corresporded

to o feor that a pralongation of the unstoble situstion would
help, including on the electoral plane, the necofascisk o
moke sirbstantial progress. (Local elections hod indicoted

thet thiz wos not necessarily an unfounded fear.) The mount-
ing econamic crisis, which placed the workers movement on
the defensive and raised the spectre of lovoffs ond memploy-
ment, also foveored this tburn, ot least partially. The scheduled
election of the president, who in ltaly is elected by the twa
chambers of Forliament tagether, offerad on opportunity to
realize this project ond fo create new alliances.

The election of Leane ta the presidency af the end of 1971
on the besis of o right wing bloe was the first coneretizatior
of this turn. Soon ofterwards the center=left government was
replaced by a government of the center-right directed by
Andreciti. |t was based on collaboration with the liberals,
wha in ltaly are a right wing party, ond which played the
card of calling alections.

The clections allowed the Christion Democrots to conselidate
thair pesition but they did not stabilize the situation — even
an the Parliamentary plane. For this reoson the second An-
dreotti gavernment, formed after the election, centinually
faurnd itself in an unstable and difficult situation; the bour-
geoisie's orisis of leadership wos not reclly overcome . Mever-
the less the bourgesisie decided to support the center=right in
the hape that Andreatti would tucceed in recreating a carfain
cohesion and efficiency in the state apperatus and would
succeed in-moking progress on the road to “norrmalization”

in e factories and in the schools and colleges. The battle
around the renewal of the wooe ogreements in the mast im=
portant industrial sectors, in the First place the metal work-
ers, became a majer new confrontation in which the govern-
ment and the employers —— helped by on economic situation
that pressed heavily on the workers == hoped to corsolidate
their new formule and to wear down the conbativity of the
MOLSes .

This six=month bottle was even langar than that of 1969,

The demands of the unions were in general moderate and

the strubbom resistance of the employers could only be ex=-
ploined by political motives. But the employers' eperaticn ——
exactly from the political angle -- suffered a defeat. The
lemporizing toctics of the employers nat anly did nat breck
the combativity of the workers but, on the contrary, pro-
voked mabilizetions of enormous dimensions (e.g. the demon-
stration of 250, 000 metalworkers in Rome in February 1973

ard, in the decisive weeks of the struggle, led fo great
explosions such o the cecupation of Fiat-Mirafiori ond other
foctaries in Turin. Andreoti's operation reached its end el
the congress of the Christion Democrats and wos liquidated
in favor of o new aftempt ot a center-left coalition (the far-
mation in July 1973 of the Rumor government with the par-
ticipation of the Christian Democrats, the Socialist, the
Social Democrats, and the Republicons;.

WHAT 'HISTORIC COMPROMISE™?

The new center-beft coalition hod two factors working in ite
favor: the re-expansion of the economy and the conciliatory
attitude of the trode unians ard the Communist party. The
trode unions were ready fo occept a truce ond fo negotiate
with the government on ifs economis palicy. The PCI, which
comsidered the fall of Andrectti os a victory, declared rhat
its oppesition would be of @ "different rype®; Tn cther waords
it did not wont to create sericus diffieulties for the geverm-
ment. The theory of the "histeric compramise, " Tincluding
Cammunists, Sociolists and Cotholics ina bles, relaunched
with fanfares ofrer the coup d'etat in Chile, sketched cut o
perspective of a long=term "opposition of a different type."

Howewver, the economic expansion was accompanied by an
cccelerated rate of inflation thal rapidly eroded the werkers'
incomas ond oparated s an uncontralled redistributar of in-
came ., The oil crisis exocerbated the difficulties and nullified
all the government's measures. In this situgtion the unicns,
always under strang pressure from the ronk and file, could

na longer maintain the truce; they opened up o new stage of
struggles, oxised on factaries or sectors of industry, which
eylminated in, among other things, the limited netional
strike of February 27 this year. The government wos agein
torn by internal contradictions and weas poralyzed. The gov-
ernment resigned and wos reploced by anather Rumor govern=-
mant in which the Republicons did not participate, although
they supparted it from outside, and which included represen=
tatives of the left of the PS5l and the right of the CThrisrion
Demeerats, including Andreotti, wha bod not participated

in the previous government. The chenge wos very small,
altheugh it was a slight shift to the right. Inany cose, it is
necassary fo stress again that the new Rumor governsent is o
very provisional salution, which can be called into guestion
at any mament and could be swept oway by the result of the
referendum of Mey 12,

This succession of crises, occompanied by o succession of
seandals implicating paliticians, famaus industrialists and
manogers, judges, civil servants, university professors and
notable doctors has produced, in the confext af the socio-
ecoromic situgtion we hove already aullined, o profound
wearing down of the bourgeais—-democratic regime installed
after the second world wor. Consciousness of the extreme
aravity of the sitwation, and of the peralyzing crisis that

the ruling class now finds itself in, hos been general for some
time: |+ i5 only necessary ta read the best known daily news—
pOpers = nul‘th},ﬂ Corriere della Sera of Milan and |1 Mes—
saggero of Rome — 1o see this.

In pr[nchie the bourgaoisie has two woys out, Foced with
the: erosien of the parligmentary regime and with the neces-
sity of recrgenizing the ecanomy, it can decide to bring

the erisis to o heod and irstall on outheriterian regime . On
the ather hand, foced with a mabilization of the masses that
is still very strong, it can move towards o diametrically sp-
pased salution and attempt to canclude an allicnee with the

?



italy

whale troditional workers mevement, including the PCI, in
the hope of bringing about rationalizing reforms. In other
words it could, in esence, accept the “historic compromise”™
and renew the troditions of the bloc of parties of the werking
closs and of the bourgeaisie that existed betwean 1924 and
1947,

The trogedy for the ltolion bourgeaisie today lies precisely
in the foct that it cannot bring off either of these operations.

1t is true that, especially since the coup-in Chile, rumors of a
military coep have been cirsulating, strange movements hove
oecurred in the barrocks®, the neo-foscisk have intensified
their activity, and the police have engaged in provocations.
But despite all this the orguments egaimt o coup d'etat are
enarmaus: The relation of forces ond the mobilization of
masses continually argues opainst the bourgeoisie undertaking
an initiotive that would carry such dangers. As for the pro-
ject of the "historic compromise,” it continues to run info
abjective, and even more subjective, difficslties thot con-
not be avercome in the short term. [t is for this reason that
the cenfer-left hos been able contiruolly te rise from the
ashes and stagger from ane erisis to another without o co-
harent arientation and withaut the possibility of putting

into practice sven the modest progroms that it perfedically
puts forward.

There has been much kalk in recent weeks of o Bonopartist
project led by Fanfani, the present secretary of the Christian
Democrats. One of his speeches, in particular, has provaked
alarmist cemments in the press, from Lotte Continue (an ax-
treme left newspoper] to Corriere della Sera {the main bour-
geais newspaper). But we do not beficwve that such an opers-
tion -- whese precise contours are difficult to fix at present
-= could really ba worked out and put through successfully.
Among other things bonaportism needs o Bonoparte, and
Feanfani does not meet the requirements of such a role. In

the final analysis, by his function as secretary of the major-
ity party and by having been the head of the government
Fanfani is foo much associated with the regime for him to
become simultanecusly its grevedigger and the inheriter of
its destruction.

RECOMSTRUCTING A RIGHT-WING ALTERMNATIVE

Mevertheles: while o real Bonapartist operation is still a
thing of the future, this does not prevent certain importont
sections of the ruling cless ord of various peliticel renden-
cies with some real weight seeking to prepare in the short
term a mere prafound and less improvised right turn than thal
of the two Andreotti governments. They have decided to
exploit the refarendum on May 12 toward this end.

In effect the struggle for the obrogotion of diverce is aimed
at comstructing a bloe of conservative and reactionary forces
with o very large mess base ond thus to demorstrate that be-
yond the present distribution of seats in Porliement a right-
wing alternative exists. The vichry of the anti-divorce front
would severely domage the Socialists, the other parfies in
the coolition fovorable to diverce, the leff wing of the
Christian Democrats, and the PCl and the workers movement
in general {the liberals could console themselves about tha
abrogation of the divorce law by the fact that they would
rapidly enter inte the bossom of the government). Simul-
tanecusly the reom for moneuver by the fascists, wha are o
some extent the cutting edge of the anti-divorce cealition,
would be greatly increased.
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Certainly the conservatives' task is not easy: the bourgeoisie
remains divided, certain Cathelic crganizations hesitate,
the church Ttself is for from unanimeus. This is why the bot-
tHe is simultaneously o sfruggle within the ruling eloss and an
attock on the workers movement ond ifs allies.

The PCl, for its part, is deeply engaged in the struggle. 1
leaders hove understood whot is of stoke and know that their
basic strotegy is being subjected to @ sovere kst In face of
the new Rumor government and in the foce of the rejection
of all compromise on the question of divorce by Fanfani and
the leadership of the Christian Democrats, the PCI hos made
a tum: "eppositien of a different type" hos been reploced by
"intransigent oppasition.” This helps them to solidify their
ranks and couses difficulties for the for left. As we have
said, vocillations are pessible on the guestion of divorce
amang the milifants of the party: This has left fhe PCl lead-
ers with no choles but to politicize the struggle and present
it as o test of strength betweean "democrofic progress” end
reaction. The radicolization of their eppesition to tha gov-
emment also flows from this need.

Mevertheless, the thorough opportunism of the buregucracy
cantinues to show Ttelf even in the orienfotion of the elec-
toral compaign. The perspective of the "historic compro—
mise" has not been ochandoned and the campaign for the de-
fense of divaree s carrfed out with timid and fundomantally
conservative arguments: Divorce is pressnted os a solution
for pathological cases and therefore as an instrument for the
defense of happy families. All the rotten products of Stalin-
ism are trotted out ogain.

The revalutionary Marxists base their campaign an the polit-
ieal significance of the present confrontation, while af the
seme time seizing the opportunity to explain their views on
the femily, bourgecis ideclogy, sexual repression, the lTbera-
tion of women, etfc. They canceive their struggle as com-
pletely independent of that of the sther currents that sup—
port divorce. Here they differentiofe themsebves from the
other organizations of the revolutionary left —- from Lotta
Cankinua to Avenguerdia Oseria —- which have not hesifated
to participate in commen demonsirations with bourgeais par-
ties that support diverce, the liberals included.

“Turn the battle on the referendum into o general political
confrantation” -- this was the conchusion of the pamphlet
distributed by the italicn section of the Fourth International.
"MO to the reactionary attempt of the Christion Demecrats
to coaletce the dizsotisfiad petty-bourgeaisie, the bigots,
and the fascists into an anti-working-class front. IF the
abrogetion of the divorce law is appraved, the bourgecisie
will go forward in ifs ottock o impose ‘ousterity, ' ‘order, '
'discipline.’ We say clearly: VOTE MO

"MNO to all those who defend the bourgeois concept of the
family, an instrumant for the tronsmission of the ideclogy
of the ruling class! For an onti-capitalist outcome to the
struggle of the workers and students; no concessions te the
historic compromise; no renunciction of the struggle for the
deferse of wages and employment. Teo help prepare the
workers counteraffersive vote MNOI1"

LIVIO MAITARN——

* [t Is necessary fo be on guord against the exoggerations
that sometimes cppear in the pres on this question (2.g.
there never was @ night during which “Reme was occupied

by the army”). =
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LEHIND

THE OFrFAICELRS COUD

O Februory 28 a book was published in Lisbon. Tens of
thousands of copies were sold in just a few days; o lorge
number were said fa hove bean bought by the DG5S {the
palitical palice, succesar of the notarious PIDE), which,
significantly, is responsible to bath the Ministry of the In-
terior and the Ministry of Overseas Affeirs. The book was
called "Tha Future of Portugal.” The auther wos none other
thar General Spinola, former militory commander in chief
in Guinea-Bissou,

"The war, " which for vears hod stood in the bockground of
all the debates within nuling circies, suddenly entered the
pubslic damaoin. All the bourgesisie's various options for
economic and political perspectives for Portugal hod baen
crystollized sround this guestion. The central theme of the
baok —— which would heve been difficult 1o publish if zome
faction in govermmental circles had not given the go-ohead
-= con be summed up in this declaration by Spinaio himself:

“If we de not achieve this solution {o fedaral structure in
which the overseas ferritaries would hove on cutonomy grant=
ing them the same status as the metropolis -—- [NPRECCR),
we will Tnevilably drift towerd disintegration, losing our
African territories one ofter the other,”

But the “furcr” touched off by the publication of the wark
of this so-called thinker wos important enly inesmuch o it
served as the prefext for an open crisis within the govern-
ment and the army . From March & ko March 16 events moved
guickly. The movement of opposition omong lower=ranking
officers spread. On March 12 they demanded the resignation
of Andrade e Silve, the “hordline” minister of the army.
And in a manifesto cited by the Morch 24-25 Tiwe of the
Paris daily Le Monde, they demanded "o political selulien
that gusrantess national honor, dignity, and the |
inferests of the Portuguese [iving in Africa, bui rhat ok
tokes gecount of the undenioble and irmeversible desp-rootec
aspirotion of the African peoples to govern themselves "

The response of the “hardliners" wos not leng Tn coming. On
March 13, octing under the cegis of chief of state Americo
Tomaos, the hordlines relieved Generals Spinolo and Costa
Gomez of their pests and repressed the mobilizations of
soldiers, MNCOs, and officars. |n some cases, these mobiliza-
tions hod gone so far as muting: for example, the infantry
company of Celdus Da Rainha (some fifry=five miles from
Lisbon), decided to march on the capitl. The crisis of
leadership in the bourgeoisie was open for all to see and re-
vealed the centrifugal forces at work within the Portuguess
ruling elass. The hardliners' counferoffensive, while it is
now scoring $ome points, in no way guaranfees a real stabi-
lization.

Byt this erizis can be understood only by looking of the par-
tially contradictery tasks confranting the Porfuguese bowr-
geaisie: preserving the “colenial pact, ™ while simultanecusly
seaking modemizotion, and, af the same time, integrating
the country into Europe and stimulating the cconomy.

THE STAGES OF DEVELOPMEMNT

After the second world war, the Portuouese bourgeoisic ook
the first steps in o timid industriglization pragram, making
uze of the peserves it had socumulated during the war. Por-
tugal's neutral stotus during the war hod ollowed it fo play
the role of o commercial intermediary; it wos a big exparter
of agricultural products ond row materials (particularly a
metal, wolfram}. This creoted on oppertunity for an aocumu-
lation of significaont financial resources. In oddition, o large
amaunt of capitel sought refuge in Porfugal during the war.
A few big industrio] and banking groups, which enjoyed the
legal stotus of monopelies and functioned under stote profec-
tion, began to feebly develop an industrial infrastructure
{cemant, steel, momsportation, etc.).

But the domestic market wos quite limited and ity vulnera-
Bility required numerows protectionist mecsures. 5o the em—
bryonic Industrializetion remained extremely fragile. Re-
pression end suppression of demecratic and troede—union rights
was o comsfunt aspect of Sclazor's policy. The big furn come
at the end of the 1750s and the beginning of the 1950s. A
number of fectures marked this mew period: a change in the
political elimate (presidential elections were held in 1758
with the participation of an opposition candidate, Humberta
Delgade); the beginning of the colonial wars (Angela in
1941, Guineo-Bissou in 1963, Mozombigue in 1964); the
firct rise of the student movement (in Lishon, Colimbra, and
Porto), of peasont struggles {the strike for the eight=hour
day in Altentejo}, and of workers struggles (in the Lisbon
area).

During this some pericd there was. o significant econamic
qoeline . Investments were strongly reduced; the Tnternal
narkat was much toa limited even for the very weok produc-
tive copacity of tha industrial sector. Finally, unemploy-
mant and uideremployment began to spreod.

A pew stoge in the development of Portuguess capitalism
was faking shope. The cutbreak of the colonial wors required
on the one hond loans from the Intemational finoncial mor-
ket (about $32 million in 1961 and $38 million in 1962} ond
purchases of military equipment; an the ather hand, the wars
sfimulated some production of military hardware in Parhagal
itielf. (1) Concumently, the "migratory stompede" Began ——
Partuguese workers started moving in mossive numbers info
France, Germany, and Swilzerland -~ and the call went cut
to foreign capital.

¥avier Pintode, the former secretary of state for commerce,
offered a good summary of the odvantages forefgn copital
could shitain by investing in Portugal: "(a) e lorge, eosily
cdapteble work force; () low taxes; (] o sufficiently de-
veloped infrastructure; (d) currency backed up by large
resarvas. . - . (October 5, 1982, issue of the French
magazine Entreprises. )
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Foreign investment graw rapidly. In 1960 it occounted for
1.5 parcent of investment in the private sector; by 1756 the
figure had risen to 27 percent. Ford, General Motors, Ston-
dard Electric, Firestone, Siemers, Krupp, and Mestlé sent
investments to Portugal .[Z)

Finally, the procoss of integrating the country into capitalist
Europe, concretized by foreion investment, industriclization,
and emigration, was formalized by Portugal's entry info the
AELE {Association Economigque de Libre Echange —— Economic
Asseciakien of Free Trade) in 1960, This perspactive of infe-
gretion wes rapidly to become ane of the important aspects
ef the palicy af the most dynamic industrial sectors and of a
section of financial capital, Thus, in the prospectus for the
development plan of 1965-47, we recd: " Motivated by it
unshakeable desire fo succeed, with or againgt the course of
history, Portugal is redey moving toward Eurepe in order to
assure the economic accelerstion that is reguired if 7t is to
rise definifively info the ranks of the developed countries.™(3)

The launching of this process of industrialization -—— ako bol-
stered by the influs of cumrency deriving from the emigrafion
{1, 552 million escudos in 1939; 2, 47% million in 1964; and
22,3088 millian Ta 1972) ond by income from fourism -- was
ta engender o prefaund change fn the productive structure of
the country, in the scale of ifts experts, and in its structure
of employment. The share of agricultural production in the

gross national product fell from 29 percent in 1958 to 15 per-
cent in 197 1. On the other hand, industry's share rese from

30 parcent in 1958 fo 41 percent in 197 1; the growth of in-
dustry betwean 15958 and 1971 amounted to 200 percent. The
increase in the gross national product o: @ whole during those
years was 123 percent.(4) Concurrently, o tendency toward
cancentration of copital and mergers in the industrial sphere
wos develeping, encournged by o serfes of fiscal and finan-
cial measures. Traditional industries (textiles, cork) were
relatively stagnont, while bosic industries were developing
in the areas ground Liskon, Pacto Braga, ond Aveiro-Coim-
bre; metallurgy, avtomabile asembly, steel, shipbuilding,
and 3o on.

Exports were diversifying; cork, wine, ond canned fish were
no longer the only products being experted. Mew aogro-in-
dustrial praducts were added {tomate purée, poper poste) as
wel| o5 monufactured products [machinery, machine parts,
etc.}. One figure is significant; berween 1980 and 1571,
the volume of exports of clothing rase from 0.085 million
“contos” (o conto being 1,000 escudes) to 1.8 million con-
tos. These are the Figures for the some peried for machines
and machine parts (aften anly deroched pisces): from 0.2
millicn contos to 2.5 millien contos.{5) Mevertheless, if
must be stressed that @ good part of the exports were products
of foreign companias with branches in Portugal. Four of the
main exporting firms were wholly or partly controlled by
fareign capital: Standard=ITT, Grindig, Calbi-Cullulose,
and Diemang.

But this exporsion ond diversification of exports indicates

the importance of the European market for o whale section

of the Portuguese bourgeoisie . Copitalist Europe is Portugal's
main customer and supplier. Exports fo copitelist Evrope repre-
sent &5 percent of total exports, ond exports to the Commen
Merket exceed those to the AELE. When the AELE wos dis-
mantled, Fortugal entered a free—trode agreement with the
Common Market, which further intensified the bourgeoisie's
need ta integrate the country info the EEC.

IF must be shressed that this process of industricl deve lopment
was baged on a decrecse in unemployment and underemploy-
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mant. That decrecse was in turn based on the-growth of the
indust rial sector under the fmpect of Forelgn frvestment, Fhe
extraordinary emigration [in 1572 the number of emigrants
totaled 1.5 millian), and military service in the colonies.
{In 1972 Portugal, with  total population of 8.2 million,
hod 200, 000 saldiers serving Tn Africa.} It i3 meinly the
emigraficn, however, that accounts for the focis that en the
ane hard the annual increose in the gross natiensl product
during 1968=73 (on average of 7.3 pereent] ard the annual
increase in per copita labar peoductivity (an everage of 6.4
percent) ware among the highest in Evrepe, while the growkh
in employment was only 0.5 percent annually, and, on the
other hand, that unempleyment and underamployment did
not inersase sharply. In the Lisbon area the low rote of un-
empleyment and underemployment during the 19605 stimu lated
a rise in industrial woges of more than 70 percent during
1958-45. Thus, the internal market wos developing, ollow-
ing for & process of cumulative industriolizetion.

The totality of this industrialization precess provoked a dra-
matic decline in the agricultural populatien. Tha country=-
side areund Minho, Befro, and Alentejo was depopulated;
the agricultural populotion, which represented 50 percent
of the active population in 1950, represented anly 25 per-
cent by 1970, At the some time, the working ¢loss was
growing in numbers: by 1970 it represented more than a
third of the octive population. And its composition was
changing. Workers coming directly from the countryside,
mast af them voung (the average age was less than thirty)
were being added to the older generction of workers.

THE AFRICAMN MALADY

This evolufion in the productive apparatus hes invelved on
the ane side o cartain redefinition of political structures and
on the cther an attempt to find solutions combining two needs
that are contradictory in view of the mililary cul-de-soc
Portuguess impericlism has besn driven inte by the victorious
resistance of the national liberation mevements in Africo:
strengthening Perfugal's integration inte Eurcpe ond madern-
izing the "colonial pact.”

The nomination of Mercello Caetanc as Selazar’s successor
oppeared fo allow for the ceceleration of the development

of tendencies that were already visible under the old dicta-
tor. The addition of “technocratie® medernists to the govern-
ing circles — men like Jooo Salgueirs, undersecretary of
planning, Regeiro Marting, minister of economics, and
Xavier Pintado, minister of finonces -- was an expression

of the detire fo sat up o political team able to carry out the
whale program, from exponding the internal market, fo Euro-
pean integration, to estoblishing the "Porfuguese commen
territory. " As for the "liberal openings, " they petered cut.
The fragility of Portuguese copitalisn, ifs diffisulty in find-
ing means to keep a tight reign on the working clas, the
new rise of warker combativity, and the tensions arising from
the colonial wars quickly brought an end to the timid "liberal®
cxperiments.

The ability of the national |iberation movements fo stalemate
the military plans of the Portuguese government was one of
the major contradictions that disrupted all the projects de-
veloped by o section of Caetano's governing team and that

is proveking the current avert erisis in the ermy and omong
rufing cireles. In 1949 the Lishon government used £2 per-
cent of the state budget for military expenditures. Officially,
that represents 7.5 percent of the national income (Le Monde,



March 30, 1972). In 1970 end 1971, some 58 percent of
extreardinary (that is, nunbudgeted) expenses were devoted
to military expenditures. According to the "Memorandum of
the Porfuguese Government to the Crgenization for Economic
Cooperation and Developmant {June 1571}, " militory expen-
ditures olone toteled 8 percent af the GNP, In the offizial
national accounting figures, B percent of the GNP is listed
as devoted to "administration ond defense.” From 1738 o
1971 the afficial increase in this cotegory wes 233 percent!
\Whatever the accuracy of these figures, which are genarally
underestimated in official government publications, it is
eagy ta see how expansive the colenial war is that Spinola
now publicly cdmits Ts impossible 1o win on a military level.

This cost it no trivial matter. Especially not af the very mo-
ment when a series of investments are necessary fo strengthen
irdustrial development and make the productive opparatus
better able to deal with the process of Eurcpean infegration.
Thus, Rui Patricia, the minister of foreign ffairs, declared
in 1972: "We must adapt cur structures fo the development
of the exponded Comman Merket. The problem is that the
present context is not favorable for uz." And, omond the
same Hime, o "high persanalify" in the regime admitted fo o
correspandent from La Monde {March 1,1972) that “the
credits spent on the war would obviewsly be more useful
alsewhara, . . JWIth the excepticn of the big perrochcmizal
praject in Sines . . . development plans are manifestly suf-
faring From lack of credits. And the discrepancies in alloca-
tion remain greot.”

In addition, despite the fact that intermatisnal imperialism
(thraugh the medium of MATO) hos wntil now besn o ren-
chant supporter of the Porfuguese military oparation in
Africa, the risks of pelitical ond diplomatic isolation, with
all the conseguences this could have for the Porfuguese
bourgeoisic on the ecoromic level, ore incressing. Pressures
are maunting for either on independentist solution or for the
establishment of & new status for the colonies. And finally,
there s the international econamie situation, which is hardly
favoreble to Portuguese capitalism, which siace 1963 has
also been hit by oogrevated inflation induced in past by the
militory expenditures.,

[er this context, divisions ore deepening within the bour-
guoisie on the available politicoeconamic and = {
fions. Sectors of the industrial and finapcial bourgoaisio
inteeested mainly in the opening foward capltalist Europe

ore less and less prepared to occept o policy thot is becoming
an abstacle fo that project. The well=known “colloguivm an
industrial policy” held in 1942 clearly indicated the gools

of the policy these sectors are pressing for. The main axes of
this palicy es they were then defined con be summed up as
iollows: The top priority is European integration; industrial
sactare that can be it into this framework should be devel-
oped; infrastructures must be developed; the proces: af eon-
centration and rotionolization of companies and varicus sec-
tors of production must be accelerated . It is abvious that this
sort of palicy is not easily reconciled with the policy pro-
posed by the hardliners In the govemment, who want ko put
off such schames palitically and economically.

Ta be sure, in the beginning of the 1¥70s the government
started to define the elements of an alternative policy aimed
at overcaming the obstacle to development rhot the calonial
wars and the old relationships with the colonies had become .
A resporse to the problems pesed by the colenial wars, the
victories of the netional liberation movement, the integra-
tian info Europe, and the foreign investments was worked

out along the line of developing ond rotionalizing metropal-
itan industry os cppesed to the colonfal wars. There were
twa sides to this plon. First, oid and sHmulate certain in-
vestments in the colonies, urge investors fo reinvest there by
limiting the ameunt of capital allowed to be repatriated o
the metropolis and foree an implontotion of seme consumer
Tndustries for the urban merket of the colonies. Second, in-
crease the specialization of experts to Europe ond occelerate
the process of modernization af the productive apparctus. In
this way o sort of international division of labor was set up.
This economie strategy wos supposed fo ellow for o strength-
=ning of Partugal's position in erder o permit it, if the beet
conditions be met, to move fo o neccolonialist selution under
which miiitur}«—pp"ﬁ:ﬂ control of the colonies would be re=
ploced by monetary, Financial, end industrial contral,

Obviously, the reslization of such a plan necessifates pelit-
ical instruments that the Portuguese bourgecisie is for from
cemmanding, ol the lesssa in that the strength of the na-
tianal liberation movement is being brought to bear on the
military level to @ rather strong degree. In addition, it i
highly prablemmatical, not tosay impessible, for Portuguese
capitalism fo compete with international monopelies for thess
markets. The example of the Dutch decolonization is quite
fnstructive in this regard.

S the crisis that hos recently broken out Tn Portugal == in
the eoume of which we have seen the clash of the advocates
of the federalist, autonomous selution, like Spinola cnd
Caste Tomas, with the "hardliners, * who, under the leader-
ship of Koulza de Arriaga, in ne way envisoge relexing con-
tral aver the colenies == must not be inferprefed solely in
the terms in which Tt weas posed by the debote among vorious
sectars of the army. In reality the crisis indicates thot affer
ten years of colonial war, the modernistic sectoms of the
bourgeoisie that are nat directly Hed fo the colonies in the
same way ot the entire financial, industrial, ond row-mater-
ial-oriented calenial bourgesisic ore ready fo consider o
rodical madification in colonial paliey, perhaps even to
"ronounce” or camplately revamp the celanial struchure in
arder te give priorify to the pemspective of integrotion into
-apitalist Eurape. If the bourgesisie opts far such o salutian,
ar even if a less extreme palicy foward the ¢olenfes is in-
sugurated, it will most certainly threat n te prevoke seces-
ienist currents among the white bourgeais loyers in Angaola
il Mazanbigue, whe would moke a turn toward Rhodesia.
351 T oy cose, the crisis that bos just opened up will daubt-
lessly clarify the verious positions end allow for certain
realignmentz within the Porfuguese bourgeoisie.

THE RISE OF STRUGGILES

Inflation in Bortugal i rompant. In 1973 it reached the rate
of 21 percent. The purchaosing power of the workers s under
serious ottack. |n addifion, o mossive return of emigront
warkers wha find themselves faced by the prespect of reces—
sion in various countries of copitalist Evrope threatens ta
suacerbate the already-existing tendency toward unemploy—
nent.

The workets' resporse to this attack on their employment and
buyving power could take on much greater breadth.

Since the July 1958 strike in the Lisbon transportotion sy.—
tem, workers struggles have been developing with ups and
downs. |n 1973 strikes took place Tn the metal ond autome-
hile industries ot Ford,” General Motors (where there wo:
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attemp! b occupy the plant), the shipyords of LISMAVE,
ate. In July 1973 there wes a strike in air transport in the
local branches of ITT. In Januwary 1974 there were various
mebilizotions ranging from three-hour work steppeges to
three—day strikes ot the American watchmaking company
Timex, in the LISMAVE shipyards, in the SOREFRAME foc-

tory in Amadora, and in the Entronoomento roflway planfs.

The mobilizations are skl limited and frogmented, which
expresses the organizational wegkness and lack of radition
of the working clasc. Meverthaless, the mergens of com-
panies, the emergance of industrial concentrations, and the
fusion of o layer of young worken who have not experienced
ory demorclizotion with sectors of workers who do possess @
certain trodition con relaforce the workers' copocity far
mobilizarion.

In 174E=6% tha bourgeoisie exparimented with o “locsening
up" in on attempt to recrgonize a framework for contralling
the working class. Thus, when a mew frode=union low wos
posged, the "Corporctive Chamber" elearly indicated the
necessity of deve |n:|p'|n5 instruments able 1o hald back the up=
surge of the working class — but olie the difficulty becouse
of the regime’s destruction of the reformist workers arganiza-
Hens:

"o o Westill find ourselves in the same situation, namely:
a very small pumber of effective trode-unions, o scattering
of the warkers into g multitude of small organizatiors that
are chle fo develop naither adequate leaders ner competent
services, and which do pot command the prestige that they
need amang the workers, far they ore unable ha solve the
problers of the pecple they represent. In addition, they do

not appear to the employers organizations as valuable inter-
locutors, for it'ls well known that even thaugh dialogua
might be interesting, real decision-making power does not
lie with the unions. The warkers' lack of confidence in their
uniens causes fhair nterests and ampirations fo be expressed
inan irdisciplined menner outflanking the vnions and ossert-
irg Ttself in the form of groups unified by commaon needs.
Such greups cen easily be led toward action demands that
are simply uneceeptable (1]

But the "liberal" schema dees not have —= and will nat have
—- any credibility except insofar as the bourgeoisie has an
ecanomic margin for monewver forge enough fo allow for the
establishment of "reformist” organizations copable of blunt-
ing the worken' combativity by grenfing concessions of a
cerfain mognitude. In this sense, the timid experiments of
196842 will net be able to be put intc practice. And neither
will these propesed for the future by the modernist sectars of
the bourgeoisia if they are able o impeose their will on the
government. Repression against the workers movement will
cerfoinly not remain the exclusive previnee of the "hard-
liners."

The new “debate" an colonial policy sheuld give the sfudent
mavement appartunities to take inifioiives in support of the
national [iberation movaments much more thon in the past.
(Selidarity demanstrations have bean sirictly Fmifed up to
now.] Both the rising workers struggles ond the shudent move-
mant can thus infect themse lves Tnto the crisis that opened
up in March. "The future of Partugal" may ba much different
than Spinalo ever imogined.

AL UDRY - April 11, 1974

DOSE sCripl: STINCE A TAKES OVEL

On Maorch 14 Spinalo lest the second round ageinst Amarico
Tomas. But the fight wos not over. The inifiative the Caldas
Da Reinka infantry company hod taken on March 13 marked
a portent pather thon o setbock for the "movemant of cop—
tains-" On April 24 Spinola wos "handed™ power.

As early os March, Spincle, supported by a significant sec-
tion of Portuguese finance capital, hod sought ro "foke pow-
ar' in the hope of inougureling a new policy to reploce that
of Coetanc and, more especially, of the Americo Tomas
cligue. His ouster an March 14 boosted his credibility amang
opposition sectors within the army. [t s not impossible that
Spincla, understanding the depth of the crizsis develaping
within the amy, put himself forward (through the publica-
Fion of the book attributed to him) In order to conalize a
movement that could howe gone beyand the limits set down
it the March 22 manifesto. Viero de Almeide, the junta’s
pominee to heod the Ministry of Finonce, comes out of the
sectors of Porfuguess copital thot support the options arficu-
lated by Spinola. Ameng these sectors ore the Companhia
Unioa Fabril {CUF), which controls one-tenth of Porfuguese
industrial capital, o goed part of the banking sector, ard
the "Europeans" of the SEDES (Society for Industrial and
Social Development}. As we explained obove, the principle
goals of this sector of the Partuguese bourgeoisie are tumning
toward Eurcpe and modemnizing the "colonial pact." Spincla's
declaratiors have been clear on ane point: "madernization
of the pact™ does not mean "self-determination™ or "inde-
pendence . "
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Cunhal : wents allionce between people and army.
Seares : Full confidense in junta,




In Castano's message conveyed o Spinala by Feytor Pints,
the role of the ex-fighter with Franco's lroops and bufcher
of Guinea=Bissau was described very precisely: "o prevent
power from falling inta the hands of the mob." (Joumncl de
Gandve, Agril 27-28,1574.)

Spinala now finds himself confrented with o series of foctors:
peossible reaction from the "hardliners” or secessionist moves
by the coloms of Mozombigue and Guineo=-Bissau (who in the
past hove even clashed with the Portuguese armyl, o deep
economic crisis, ond a mass mebilization of considensble
dimensions . He has to develop some sort of sociol bose --
and a rather lorge ane — In order fo tockle thess various
problems and cbtuin encugh meneuvering room to seek o
salution to the colonial war. For it must be stressed that the
foctor that hos played the decisive rle in the crisis of the
Salazarist regime (both on the infernal level and on the level
of international diplomacy) bas been the liberation move-
mants, whose militery and political strength ond implantafion
amang the masses hos comsiderobly incredsed in the recent
period. The recctiors of the MPLA, FRELIMO, and the
PAIGC indicate that they ore not prepared fo accept "salu-

tians" of o "federalist” vorieky.

In this sitwation it is unlikely that the junta will be able to
repress the mass mavement rapid by and decisively. While it

i3 true that workers struggles have gane through an undeniable
rize during the post faw years, they have remained fragmented
and atomized. The crgonizational strength of the workers
mevement is still relatively meager. This could leave the
junta o cerfain "freedom of action.,” All the more so Tn that
the reformists and Stalinfsts are once agsin copifulating be-
fore the bourgeoisie. The Lendon Financial Times of May 3

reported this asserfion by Soares, the Secial Demecratic
leader: "l hove complete confidence in the Junka.” As for
Cunhal, the leader of the Communist party, he declared,
"The clliance between the paople ond the military is the
esential conditien for safeguarding democrafic rights."
{(1'Humanits, the newspaper of the French Communist party,
May 2.)

In this context the role of the revelutionary Marxists of the
internationalist Communist League (Pertuguese sympathizing
erganization of the Fourth International) will be decisive,
both in relotion fo the workers movement, which is develop=-
ing new Tnstruments of struggle, and in relation to antimili-
tarist and enticelonialist oofivity.

Finally, should Mitterand be victorious in the French presi-
dential elections, it iz certain that the fall of Salozarism
will open the way to an accelerated crisiz Tn Spain and 1o a
new stage Tn the seclalist revolution on the Tberion penin-
sula. We will return Tn greoter detail fo the situation in
Portugal and the prospects for socialist revalution on fhe
|barian paninsula in the next fssue of INPRECOR.
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(1) Since the end of the 19605, comiruetion of military
trucks, emphibious vehicles, and sharf-range tanks, as well
as assambly of eertain types of aircraft for the African wars,
has baen carried out mostly in Pertugal.

[%) Salgade Matos, "Os investimentos estrangeiras em
Partugal, ™ Lisben, 1973,

{3 Rudel, "Le Partugal de Solazer."

{4) See "Republica,” March, 1973,

{5) "Polemica,” Mo. 4, 1973, D

south vietnam

POLITICAL AND

FCONCMIC CLISIS
OF THE SAICON DECIME

One year affer the Paris secerds, it s clear
that we hove succeeded In meintaining sto—
bility on the military and political levels.
That is no small achievement. But this hos
nat been the cose on the aconcmic level;
there we cre confronted with o very seriaus
danger. The current economic crisis urdoubt=
edly represents o grave throat of social in=
stobility that would not be long in meking
Tteelf felt on the politicol level, We have
ta-oct, and fost."
— General Tron Ven Den, Thiew's
vice-prime minister, in an interview
published in the Poris daily Le Figars,
April 1, 1574.

Official Saigon declarations have come a long way from the
optimism that characterized them just after the signing of
the Paris accords on Jonuary 27, 1973, But despite the rosy
military ond political future Gereral Tran Van Don predicts
far the regime he represents, he connot hide his onxiefy.
Thieu knaws that repressive measures elone will not keep him
in power indefinitely. The industrial development of the

Seuth Vietnomese cities under his control and the "green
revelution™ in the countryside were supposed fo have allowed
far a deeper consolidation of his regime. But that kind of
enpitalist development could only come absut through an
impehus from outside, o sort of Marsheall Plan for Indochima
combining financial aid from big barks and state powers with
& moss of Western investment. And Saigen today is running
up against the realistiz pessimism of the business cireles to
which it has gone begging foraid.

A SEVERE VERDICT

The verdict is in fact severe. For example, the fortnightly
Pocific Bosin Reports, on employers' magozine published in
5on Francisea, drily writes that “the economy of the creas
contralled by Thieu is weak ond gerting weaker; the PRG iz
strong ond getting stronger. Most petential investors, hith-
erto suspicious, ere now in the process of cbandoning ane
after the other any idea of investing in South Vietnam. "

Foe the British journal The Economist (March 9, 1974) “even
under the most optimistic eventuality, South Vietnom's eco-
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nomic perspectives are bleok."” The Economist is merely re-
peating the findings of a report published by the World Bank,
which makes no secret of its sympathy for the puppet regime
and openly counts on the January 27, 1973 aceords not being
applied. Beginning from the most favorsble projections worked
out by Seuth Vietmamese sconomists — which are hardly
serious anyway -- the report concludes that the fareign oid
Saigon will need in 1980 will exceed by $100 millien the
aid that it will probably receive in 1974; and that in 1990
Saigon will still require on arnuel sid on the arder of $300
ta 8450 million. Even without taking coocount of the PRG'
capacity far future actions, the World Bank concludes thot

o fantastie, leng=term internctional effort will be necessary
if Saigon is to avoid o potentially fatal crisis.

The Thieu regime's anxiety is understendable. In foct, the
World Benk observes that since the signing of the Parfe ae—
cords "aid hos scarcely increased and has even declined in
real value, because the costs of most of the imported pro-
ducts have gone up." Mevertheless, the American savern—
mant hes spared no effert fo drum up "mulfinational™ aid for
Thieu's Seuth Vietnam. U,5. imperialism neither wanms nor
is able fo foot the bill for dofending the "free world” in
Indoching by itself. To understand the lock of success of
this paliey we must o bock to the depth of the transforma-
tien of the South Vietnomese economy thet the U.5. program
wauld require ond the weaknass of the puppet regime's stra—
tegic pesition.

Vietnamese sscicty wos prafoundly ransformed by the Amer-
ican intervention. At the beginning of the Indoching war,

70 percent of the Vietnamese population lived in the country—
side; teday, about half fs concentrated in and around cities .
This is the result of & systemmatic policy of "urbanization, "
of round-ups and deportations of the population, end of
terror-bombing of the liberated zones. U_5. strategists have
undoubtedly achieved some portial success with this palicy

in bringing & significant section of the population under their
eontrol and in trensforming measses of peasants into dependent
refugees subject ta an intensive process of aconomic and ide-
ological cormuption. Mguyen Khae Vien, the editer of the
serfes "Mietnomese Studies” published in Hanoi, estimated
that in February 1973 this pepuletion "bound hend and foot
te American aid" numbered 5 or & million people out of o
total of 2¥ million inhebitonts. And he stressed that this
wauld be "one of the biggest difficulties” for the PRG. [In-
terview in Jeune Afrique, February 10, 1973.)

But in daing this, Washington has not sueceeded in develop-
ing a real urban society. The notional bourgeoisie pever
developed as a coherent class in Vietnam. French imperial-
ism blocked its development. Worse, industrinlization always
remained very weok, whether if wos tied to Vietnamese or to
foreign copital, the former being o very small part of the
tatal. In spite of the huge size of the American presence,
5. companies (with the exception of the petraleum sector)
never scught 1o implant themse lves massively. What has
arisen in the cities of South Vietnam is o thoroughly para-
sitic econemy with o "lumpenbourgesisic” recruited essen-
tially from top officers and funcHenaries {os well as traf-
fickers and smugglers) standing at ifs summit and a pauperized
end uprooted population living mainly on hendouts standing
at its bose.

With the retreat of the U.5. expeditionary force this econ-
amy plunged Tnto a deep crisis. The 300,000 Gls hod been
spending about 3400 million a yeer in South Vietnom and

the American armed forces directly employed seme 250, 000
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persons. The dollars are still Flawing in, but they are nat
directly affecting the lower-ranking people; they are ab-
sorbed by the commanders of the administration and the ammy
and by the netwerk of Chinese smugglers. Employees of U.5.
bases, lounderers, prostitutes, women "unofficially” serving
Gls, restauronteurs, and bormaids were ol suddenly thrown
out af warc.

The American development plan aims ot tronsforming o pEra-
sitic, largely artificial economy totally dependent on out-
side aid into o nescolonialist copitalist formation of the very
Hme that @ sharp internal crisis is opening up and the mili-
tary—political situation of the Thieu regime promises to be
bad in the medium term.

The puppet army has not succeeded in serfously cutting inte
the liberated zones. The location of the [iberated rames
cufs info the puppet zones in decisive strotegic areas (the
Central Highlonds) ond agricultural areas (o large portion
of the Meking Delta). Saigon seems to have generally lost
the battle for rice. A new network of roads supplementing
the Ho Chi Minh trail now eresses the liberated zones fram
north to sauth; a third rood seems to be under corstruetian
linking the Central Highlands to the central coastal pro—
vinces [which would explain the intensity of the fighting

in the Konfum ares). The evalution of the situation in Com-
bodia, Laos, and Thoiland is unfavorable 1o Thiew,

Speciclized press argans frankly indicate the deeper recsons
for the failure of the Americon international aid plan. Con-
trary fo what general Tron Von Don claims, the political
and militery stability of the puppet regime is for From as—
sured. “"Becouse of the war, the lack of guorantees, and the
usuel problems of buregucroey aond corruption, foreign inves-
tors are continuing fo stand on the sidelines,; " wrote the
December 12, 1973 Wall Street Joumal. For the World Bank,
"oz for as Vietnom is concerned, there is o permanent prob-
lem of security becouse of which the World Bank hos been
unable #o draw cleer conclusions.™ Even the French employ-
ers' magazine Entreprises, which has been waging a com-
paign in Thieu's favar ("lnvestments ond business can do
well in thiz part of the werld, " wrote F. Drowin in Entre-
prises), has hod fo recognize that "in South Vietnem the
pelifical and economic situation is delicate. . . . Peoce
can be blown away ot any moment. ™ {In the Decamber 14,
1573 issue. )

Whan it is token into occount thot even under the most fo—
vorable conditions (for capitalism, that is) South Vietnam
could offer o salvent and profiteble consumer market only
after dozers of years - ogain toking the "opHimistic" fore-
casfs o3 to Thieu's future == it is eosy o see why industrial-
ists, and even states, might think twice before committing
their copital foday.

THE ECOMOMIC CRISIS

The conditions the Saigon regime offers industrialisk ore
nevertheless unusually favorable. Officlally, French cam-
panies are allowed to send PO percent of their profits back
to France. The fiscal advantopes are immense. But invesfors
have demanded finoncial guarantees from their governments.
And the governments hove refused.

The major part of foreign investment in Seuth Vietnom s
composed of French capital. But mest of these companies



are functioning under a backward, pre-1¥54 rechnology.
The Ha Tien cement factories hove been considerably ex-
panded; Citro#in hos built an ossembly plant, end Isostat is
in the process of setting up an electricity plont. But it locks
like that will be all. As for the Japenese capitalists, they
seam to hove busically abandaned their projects, their con=
fidence heving evaporated.

The “grean revalution" in the countryside was supposed to
win a section of the peasontry over to the regime by ereating
a loyer of copitalist peasants and by aiding industrial devel-
opment. |t failed. First of all becawse the Soigon govern-—
mant did not manage to bring sufficient omeas of the country=-
side ynder Its control and bacousa the investments needed to
trorsform the agricultural system were insecure . Also becouse
the londlords blocked the agrarion reform in o whole series
of regions. And, finally, becouse the "green revolution”
implied o modernization of agriculture that ran up against

a double okstacle {toking occount of the pressure of the

MLF and the PRG): indebtedness and unemplayment among
the peasants. Industrial prices, especially the price of fer-
tilizer, rose at dizzying speed. And wherever capitalist
measures aimed ot making agriculture a profit-making opera-
tion did develop, rmosses of peasants were driven from the
land, adding to the glut of refugees crowding into the cities.
Thus, the "green revalution, " which was supposed to expand
the regime’s social base, is threatening to erode 1t srill fur=
ther.

Financial aid has nlso been insufficient. The French, Jap-
anese, and West German governments have given loons and
donotions. Combined with the American oid; these contri-
butions have emounfed to enough eémergency first aid to
enoble the Thieu regime to hold on. But Le Quang Vien,
governer of the Bank of Vietnam, hes recognized that "fer
the time being, American aid is allowing us to survive, but
not fo reconstruct” (Le Mende Diplematique, Jonuary,
1974) . "Defense” swallows up more than 50 percent of the
toral budget. Comuption is a generafized phenomenon.
Worldwide price increases and the devaluation of the dollar
are directly hitting of the value of this aid. The only mea-
sure that theoreticolly could permit the Saigon government
to rebalance its finonciol resources would be o demebiliza-
tion of a lorge port of the puppet army. But that weuld open
the floodgates. Here the PRG's military pressure is decisive.
Por could the puppet regime folerote the sudden increcse
in uremployment that would result.

well today a5 iF wos two years ago. And nothing wes gaing
wery well then. Real incomes ard the $fﬁr!‘,‘]l;|r\d aof living
ere falling. Unemployment is growing.

Journalists hove eonfirmed the views of the experts. InLe
Figoro Francois Mivelon deseribed the social situation in
Saigon: "Hunger is o new phenomenon. . . . In the center
af the city, mest of the trees have recently been stripped of
their bork for os high os o mon can reach. The bark iz vsed
by the poorest pecple to moke the cocking fires they need
in order to eatt lamp ofl, the usual feel for cooking fires,
costs saven times os much as 7t did in Jonuary 1973, | . .
Thare is no fomine in Soipon, but the number who go hungry
is rather large; and the number who ere onderfed is lorger
still." The average salary for an employec today is just
encugh ta buy rice for his family.

The crisis struck first o the refugees, the employees of the
Americon "services," and the itinerant small merchants.
Mow it's hitting the soldiers and civil servants.

All the predictions ore now converging: “There is ne hope
of serious impravement for at lecst o year. The litthe (sic)
Vietnomese people hove been hardened and are resigned by
otavism. Just the some, it's a long yeer. It is not cerfain
that it will poss without the curbreak of the secial crizis on
which the "other side' has visibly been counting. ™ (Franceis
Mivelan in the April 1, 1974 Le Figaro.)

The possible discovery of off-shore oil deposity cannat re-
solve the present erisis. Even on this point, uncertainty
about the regime's future s bearing down. All the more so
in that the regions concerned are abe claimed by China,
which demonstrated iH determination fo assert it rights
during the conflict over the Parecelle fslands. And inony
case, these imvestments would seam to be profitoble only in
the medium term. The most recent "tour" to the United States
and France mode by “Vice Prime Minister" General Tran
Wan Don seers to have bame little fruit. The American
House of Representatives hos just rejected by a vate of 177
to 154 a proposal fo Tncreose 1974 U, 5. military aid to
Sdigon by 274 million.

THE WORKERS STRUGGLES

THE 30CIAL CRIS|S

Az a result of the economic erisis, industrial production in
the parts of South Vietnom under puppet contral fell by 20
percent in 1973, Tha piaster was devalued rwelve rimes.
The inflation rate has reached 5 percent o month. The eost
of living has risen 70 percent since Jonuwary 1973, The sal-
aries of soldiers and government employees have risen only
20 parcent in the same peried. Unemployment i spreading
rapidly. The Paris daily Le Figera, which favers the puppet
regime, admits the existence of 200, 000 permanent unem-
ployed (100, 000 of them in Saigon), not counting the under-
employment of at least 500, 000 persens. (April 1, 1974 is-
o)

The World Bark ftself admitted that "tha standard of living
has fallen during the peat bwo years." For the Wall Street
Journal, "in neorly all aress the economy is not going o=

Life in the liberoted zones is undoubtedly very austere. But
at least people aat when they ore hungry . Thot fact alone is
becoming a disintegrating factor for the bose of the puppet
regime. But the key question remaine that of developing an
wrban eppesition. The zomes under Saigen's control have
experienced o not inconsiderahle succession of struggles —-
especially workers struggles.

During the months just after the signing of the Poris accords,
mrany worlers teach=ins were held o denounce the violo-
Hon of the sceords. This mevement has been followed by the
outbrook of & large number of struggles that, according to
isue Mo, 235 of the MLF organ South Vietnam in Struggle,
have involved thousands of workers in necrly all sectors
(railronds, water and electrical wors, gos and oil, port
facilities, rood and autemotive transport, weaving, and the
rubber industry) . The most important of these struggles was
probably that of the Seigon railwaymen in the Trung Be
canter. In some cases, the workers have won their demands,
as Tn private companies like Shell and Sicovina.

It wes in July 1973 that the mest important mobilization
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apainst the new saoles tox broke out. It begen in the foctories
end spraod to the neighborhoods ond marketplaces. On July
13 a demorstration of more than 4, 000 workers and commer=
cinl employees marched on the Saigen Chamber of Commerce,
*surrounding” Director General of Towes Mgayen Hai Bich.
Thieu's sales tax operation wes o total failure.

There wers alse struggles cround rode-union rights. The
Saigon federotion of unions grouped togethar fiffeen unions
and fought egainst o seab arganization created by Tran Guoc
Byu which orgenized —— without great success —a "counter=
congres” of Vietnomese unions. Ohbvious Iy, repression
comas down on trade—unfon militants as well as others. On
several oecasions warkers struggles won the reversal of il-
legal sertencings ond freed the arrested unianists.

But while struogles ore going on, semefimes secasstully,
thare seems |o be great difficulty in deve loping the sentrali-
zaticn required to move to o higher stage of struggle . OF the
struggles cround economic demands, only the one ogainst
the soles tax achieved g very significant breodth and coor-
dination. For o time affar the signing of the Paris accords,
the student movement acted as the political focal paint for
the urban cppasition. Mow, hewever, it dees not seem ta

be playing this rale,

Bdot that the student struagles hove stopped. On February
21, for example, some 2,000 students af Hoa Hea univer-
sity (An Gigng) leunched o hunger strike erd stopped going
to elasses Tn order to demand reform of the Lniversity admin-
istration and the accounting af the rector's use of certain
funds . Burthe extremely tough represion that hit the Gen=
cral Assoctation of Studenks, combined with the regime's
policy of decentralizing the universities n order to' break
up large concentrotions of shudents, hios prevented the stu-
dent mevement from confinuing onthe some leval os before.
The Buddhist movement, which could have token up the
slack, olso seems to be rather divided fodoy.

THE POLITICAL CRISIS

It will probabliy be up to the palitical eppesition fo gentral-
ize strupgles in the future. This opposition hes hod trouble
in getting organized., A study recently published by the
Vietnamese Camrmunity, @ Cethelic crganization, counted
201,200 prisepers in Thieu's jails. In 1973, accerding to
the PR, 41,000 new arrests took place. Each block of
hauses is under the jurisdiction of police who most feport
the arrival of any unknown person. But the polifical erisis
of the regime is manifesting ikelf nevertheles:

By @ series of shakeups in the government and the military
high command that have resulted in the firing of @ number
of generals; by the outbreak of seandols invalving smuggling
or corruphion implicating military end official circles; and
by the oppearance of spposition political movements. Two
of these, both claiming allegionce to the "third force, "
were founded recently.

On Januory 15 Thisy signed a constitutional amendment al=
lowing him to run Far president for a thied tirme . In response,
forty opposition members of perliement marched in the streets
of Saigon. The "bloe of deputies struggling for peace and
demaeratic rights” wes then formed by fifty-five members of
porliament. [t works in collaboration with General Duang
Van Minh, who was part of the froika that everthrew Diem
in October 1963 and who directs one of the rare nonclandes-
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Fine opposition prass organs. This "bloc of deputies” is thus
camposed of elements who have been an integral part of the
regime .

The second opposition movement is composed of opposition
persanalities for the most part outside the regime. 1tis called
the "movement for the implementation of the Paris occords . "
Among ifs leaders are the lawyer Mguyen Long (recently
freed from @ PRG zone despite his desire fa remain in Sai-
gont, the lawyer Tran Mgoe Lieng, the deputy Hao Mgoc
fhuern, the bonzes af the anfigovemment faction of the

An Gueng Pagede, and Madem Mgs Be Thanh, president af
the "movement of wamen for the right to life,” who was
freed in Saigon ofter on intense solidarity campaign.

The oppesition within the third force is in a process af ra=
groupment and remains up for grabs in @ battle for leader=
ship between the revalutionary forces and the pro-West op-
pasifian to the Thieu regime. The MLF has expressed it
suspicion about the porliomentery eppesition. |n an Tnter-
view gronted to Le Monde during the Algiers Canference
fand published in the September 21,1973 issue),; Mguyan
Huu The, president of the MLF Executive Council, insisted
on the necesity for defining the representatives of the third
force a5 nordemocratic . On the other hand, the PRG has
given clear suppert fo the Movement far Implementation of
the Paris Accords. Madam Moo Ba Thanh especially hos been
presented @ “ane of the |eders of the third force in Saigon."”
She hos been helding mony "unauthorized" meeting in Sai-

gon.

But the eurrent action of all these oppesition mavements is
convarging on the struggle fo free the pelitice| prisones.
Hunger strikes are breaking cut regularly, such as the one
by 340 Buddhists Tn Chi Hoa prison, whose action has bean
going on for five weeks. General Minh has published decla-
ratians demanding the ralease of the prisoners. The Move-
ment for the Implementation of the Paris Accords, along
with R.P, Chantin’s Committee for the Refarm of the Prison
System, hos token o number of steps oimed af getting in con=
tact with the prisoners. Several demonstrations have taken
place in Saigan, notably to demand the relecse of the shs-
dent leoder Huynh Tam Mam.

It is most likely these questions of the palitical prisoners and
demoeraric rights that will allow for the centralization of il
the partial social movemants into on active mass pelitical
opposition.

Thieu's inability to wipe aut all open epposition in spite of
the memsures he has resorted e (aimed ot clegning up his
eeonamic and social situatian) make his regime one whasa
days are numbared . But for all thar, the exfreme difficulties
that the Viemomese revolution still finds jtself confronted
with must not be underestimoted . U.5. militory intervention
ramains cansiderable. In 1973 Seuth Vietnom spend fhree-
faurths o much on ommunition as it did in 1972, the year of
the big PRG oifensive. Six F5Es, one ef the world's mast
madern plones, have just been sent te the Saigon army.
Moreover, the decadence, saciol destructurizafion of the
refugee population, ond the peisan spread around by "cul-
tural® propaganda do not make the urban milieu easy o
srganize.

But the analysis of the economic and secial crisis of the
Saigon regime sheds some light on one of the bosas of the
present strofegy of the PRG and indicates the future read
of the VWietnomese revalution.

PIERRE ROUSSET—]



the gulag archipelago

SOLZEENITSYNS
ASSAULT ON STALINISM

ee AND THE

OCTOBER RDEVOLUTION

The Gulag Archipelage testifies to a threefald tragedy.
First, the tragady of the Stelinist purges that struck at mil-
lions of Soviet citizens, among them the majorify of the old
codres of the Bolshevik porty, who were innocent of the
crimes they ware charged with. Second, the tragedy of o
presant-doy gencraticn of rebel intellectuals in the Soviet
Union whose experience with Stalinism hes led them to reject
Leninism and Marxism and who are thus ineapable of under-
standing the causes of Stalinist repression, the present
reality of the Savict Unisn, or the salution: required by the
crisis of Soviet seciety. And third, the personal tragedy of

o writer of exceptiona| tolent who, bacousa of his inability
to understand the origins and cheracter of the evil he i eon-
franted with, hos come to reactienary conclusions that to
sorme extent even adopt the theories with which Stalin ond
his executioners justified their crimes in the pact == the
same theories that are used to justify the repression that is
once agoin striking paliticel oppesitionisks in the USSR,

STALIN'S WORLD OF COMNCENTRATION CAMPS

The first subject of the Gulag Archipelage is the world of
forced leber camps created by Stalin and the GFLU. During
Stalin's reign the inmates of these comps numbered in the
millions, the overwhalming majority of them deporfed, if
not exccuted, in obvious vicletion of Soviet legality. They
were roilreaded to the comps by o whole ronge of monsfrous
arbifrary procedures: torture, totsl suppression of all the
rights guaranteed by the Seviet constitution, use of secrat
decrees that themselves vielated the constitution and the
penal code.

Salzhenitsyn has assembled o mass of testimany about the
cenditions under which the great Stalinist purges tock place.
He especiolly dencunces the direct resporsibility for these
crimes barne by the team around Stalin. Mor just the Berias
Jechovs, but alse the Koganoviches and the Malotovs,

the men whose complicity accounts for the reticence of so
many bureaucratic dignitories to press ahead after the
Twantieth Congress of the Soviet Communist parky with the
plon of bringing all Stalin's crimes to fight.

Solzhenitsyn recounts in detail the cordemnotions and de-
portations of whole cotegories of citizens: all the personne|
of the Last China raflway, all the Kerean communist refugees
in the LISER, mest of the old fighters of the Austrian Schutz-
bund, mast of the former members of the Lettish Red Guard,
who hod played such on fmpartant role in the victory of the
Olctober Revolution and the crection of the Red Army.

To ba sure, those (in the West!) whe have been able to read
Leon Trokky's books The Revalution Betrayed ood The Crimes

of Stalin or the book on the Sovief lober camps by the Men-
sheviles Dallin and MNikaloyewsky will nat learn anything
besically naw from The Gulag Archipeloge. But they will
appreciate the series of vignettes through which the great
novelist Solzheniisyn sketches the personclities he met in
prisan and in the camps: the ald revelutionary waorker
Anatoly |lyich Fostenke; chief technicion 5—ws, prototype
of the coreerist bureoucrat; M, P. Yekobevich, the old
Menshevile, latar o Bolshevik and victim of the first witch-
hunt trial (the dey run for the future Mescow Riaksl; M. D,
Riocumin, the vice—minister of sfate security whe in the
realm of depravify surpessed even the sinister Abokumoy,
Stelin's right=hand mon, and who seems ta hove been the
organizer of the “doctor's plet, " which was intended to set
off @ massive new purge that was just barely averted by the
death of the tyrant. These unforgetable skeiches, which
join these of The First Circle and One Day in the Life of
Ivan Denissovich, are no doubt the most valuable part of
The Gulag Archipelogo.

The book also containg detatls on the tortures used by the
GPU to extract confessions from the accused. Hare Solzhe-
nitsyn generally confiems Trotsky's conclusion that lack of a
palitical outlock independent of Stalimizm (that is, the pelir-
jeal capitulotion of Stelin's unfortunate victims before the
bureoucratic dictotorship) wos the real bogis of the confes-
sjoms.

One of the rare sensational revelations of The Gulog Archi=-
pelaga is that there were some frials that turned cut badly
for the bureoucracy, trials in which the accused retrocted
their confessigns and turned the eccusotions not only againg!
the torfurers themse lves, but olso against Stalin's pelicles,
which were offen responsible far the “erimes" the prisoners
were seeused of . Such wos the cose in the trial of the Com-
munist leoders in the small village of Kedy] in the district of
Ivonay .

The genaral impression that comes out of this important pért
of The Gulag Archipelage is a tharaugh condemnation of
irstitutionalized repression oz o system of gevernment, for
fhat waos the objective charocter of the Stelinist purges. A
regime based neither on the political support of the labaring
messes nor on the satisfocton of their material needs must
regart to terror which bacomes the main state institution.
That is the mest steiking aspect of the Stalinist world of con-
cenfration camps, and not the supposed "economic” conbri-
butien that prison leber iz said to have mede to Me Indus-
trialization of the USSR,

Those wha blindly denied the reality of that terror or whe
still deny it todoy do not confribute one jotg to “defending
e couse of communisim.” On the conlrary, they cover up
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foul erimes ageinst communism and against the Soviet wark-
ing closs, crimes that are cll the mere pernicious Tn thot
they have discredired ond continue to discredit the couse of
communism 1n the eyes of a not inconsidernble section of the
world praletariat.,

DID STALIM ORLY CONMTIMNUE WHAT LENIN ARD
TROTSKY HAD STARTED®

If there were nothing in The Guleg Archipelogs except
denunciotion of Stelin's crimes sprinkfed with a few obgar-
votions on the old theme that "Leninism is ot boftem respon-
sible for the erimas of Stalin, " it would be enough merely
to defend Solzhenitsyn ogoinst the buregucrocy’s repression
whila regretting his ideclegical confusion.

But the reality it otherwise. In The Gulag Archipelogo
Solzhenitsyn systemmatically attempts to demonstrate with
facts and figures that irstitutionalized terrer began at the
tirme of the October Revelution. That 15 the second centrel
theme of the bask, and 7t 1s scarcely less developed than the
first one. Presented with a meass of evidence and in the im-
passioned language of an outhor whese |iterary lalent need
nal be demanstrated, an suthor who presents himself to mil-
lions of readers adorned with the hale of o victim of con-
temptikle persecution, this theme will hove a deep influence
on the people of the copitalist countries o3 well as those of
the bureaucratized workers states.

The dialectical interplay between Solzhenitsyn and the
Soviet bureausracy on this point immediately asserts irself
as fundamentally counterrevolutionary. Incopable of ams-
wering Solzhenitsyn's argumants, the Kremlin bolsters the
eredibility of tha novelist's thesis by heoping slonders and
lies upan him and by expelling him from his country, thus
focilitating his efforts to drog Bolshevism, Marxism, |

the warkers mavement through the mud. And the circle s
closed when the Kremlin uses Solzhenityn's reacticnary
ideclogy ta "prove" that the opposition in the USSR is
counterrevalutionary and that, after all, freedom of expres-
sion has to be "controlled" in order to avoid the appearance
of "two, three, many Selzhenitsyns” — with o without
talent.

It would Foke a long book o refute in detail Salzhenilyn's

slanders of the October Revolution. We hope that o revalu-
tionary Marxist militant will write such & book, Thot would
confirm ones again who are the real heirs and continuators

of Bolshevism. Here we can decl only with the most essen-

tial points.

First, lat's look at the facts. Here the morolist Selzhenitsyn
begins with on enormaus fraud. |n dozens of pages he loys
out o detailed description of the red terror. But not o word
sbout the white terror that come first and thet led ta the
Bolshevilks' responsal S 1}

Mot a word about the generasity of the revolutionists in
Octaber, Movermber, and December, 1917, when they freed
most, if not all, of their prisoners; like General Kaledin, for
example, who quickly responded by unleashing o wave of
terror and assassinatiors against the proletariat in power! Mot
a word about the thousands of communists, commissars, and
saldiars froftorously murdered throughout o country put o

the torch and drowned in blood with the aim of reestablish-
ing the rule of the landlords and capitalistk. Mot o word
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about the armed attocks on Bolshevik leaders —- nat imagin-
ary ottocks, |ike the ones the victims of the Moscow friak
ware accused of, but real ones, like the osassinarion of
Yaledarky and the attempted ossassingtion of Leninl Mot a
word about the intervention of foreign armies, about the
invasion of Soviet territory on seven different fronts! Sol-
rhenitsyn the "maralist" and "nationalist” iz singularly re-
duced in stature by presenting such a one-sided analysis.

And further an the leve| of focts: Solzhenitsyn fries fo prove
too much, ond he winds up proving nothing. In trying fo drow
a.parallel betwaen the "sksence of law and legality" during
the eorly years of the rovolution and a similor absence under
Stalin, Solzhenitsyn cites o series of court speeches by the
Bolshevik Commissar of Justice Krilenko, But what does this
"avidence” prove? Thot under Lenin and Traksky, them were
no confessions exirocted under torture, that the accused
were able to dafend themselves freely —— and net without a
chance of success —— thot these trials wera hardly witeh-hunt
trials, but rather revolutionary ones, doubtlessly sametimes
boted on circumstantial ond ireufficient evidenca, o i3
alweys the cose in o revolutionary period, but a thausand
miles removed from the caricatures of justice staged by
Stalin.

Twe tricly cited by Solzhenitsyn himself perfectly illustrate
the kasic difference batween the Bolshevik revalution and
the Stalinist counterevalution.

V. V. Cldenberger, an old apolitical enginear whe wes
chiaf technician of fhe Moscow waterworks, wos persecuted
by o communist cell that wonted to remove him becouse he
wess g0 apolitical . He wos driven fo suicide . Solzhenitsyn
waxes indignant abeut the corrupt, ignoble, communist
plotters in this factory. It's not unfil you read to the end of
Selzhenitsyn's account thot you find out thot the trial he is
talking obout wos orpanized by the Sovier state to defend
Oldenberger, o trial orgonized against the communist cell
that hed persecuted him, o trial that ended by sentencing
his persecutors, o frial that proved that the workers Tn the
plent hod been able to freely elect Cldenberger to the
Soviet against the unonimous pressure of the eommunist cell.

The secend trial involved o Tobloyon, o determined oppo-
nent of bearing arms wha wos condemned to death of the
height of the civil wor for congcientiots objection. Thot
tric| ended in on even more drarmatic foshion. The soldiers
assigned to guard the condemned man justifiably considered
the werdict monstrous. So they arganized o general assembly
in the barracks and sent a motion to the city soviet demand-
ing that the verdict be ovarturned. And they won!

S0 we have workers who con elect an opelitical technician
o the soviet despita the appesition of o communist cell com-
pased of membars who were of best ultrasectarions and af
worst totally comupted careerists. We have soldiers who re-
valt againet the verdict of @ court, arganize’a general
assembly, interfere in the "great offairs of state, " and save
the life of their prisoner. Solzhenityyn == without realizing
it — is deseribing the reol difference batween an era of
revalution and on era of counterrevelution, Lef him cife
similor exomples from the Stalin era fo prove that basically
it waos all the same under Lenin and under Stalinl

Mo Leninist warthy of the name would be so chstinate a5 to
deny todoy that the Soviet regime mode mistakes both in



A, Solzhenitsyn

matters of repression and in peliticel decisions. And how
could it be atherwizse with leoders wha had the formidable
hanor of being the first in history to construct o stale Tn the
sarvice of the workers and all the exploited on the scole of
a wast country in face of bloody and ferccious obtecks from
powerful enemies, and who hod to do it without being able
ta rely on precedents, instead daveloping their theories of
they went along? Todoy we keow that Tt was a mistoke to
step up the repression when the eivil war was over, that if
was a mistake to suppress all the other Soviet parties in 1921
and thereby imstitutionalize cne-party rule, and that 7t was
a mistake to bon foctions within this party. All these mea-
sutes were conceived ot the time as temporary ond faken in
response to immediate difficulties. They were chorocterized
by an overestimation of the immediate dangsr posed by the
courterrevalution, which octually bod been beafen and dis-
persed, and by an underestimation of the demearalizing con-
sequances they would have for the consciousness ond activity
af the pralctariat in a pelitical climote characterized more
and more by odministrative repression and less and less by
the eonscious participation of the masses. These meosures
facilitated the political expropriation of the proletariat, the
strangulation of internal demecracy in the Bolshevik party,
and the establishment of the burecueracy's dictatorship. But
all this could net have been known with certainty at the
time. ‘We know it today. And the Fourth International has
drawn all the necessary programmatic conclusions.,

Byt those who denounce the Bolsheviks today have to lock of
what real alternatives existed ot the time. They hove fo toke
account of the terrible responsibility of the German Sacial
Demacracy (that is, Menshevism), which, by drowning the
German revolution in blood paved e way first for Stalin
and then for Hifler. They hove o consider the fote that
awaifed the workers and peasants in Germany, where the
revalution wes nat defended mercilessly and effectively.

The thousonds of victims of Horfhy's white ferrar in Hungary
-- to cite just one example — would have been rothing com-
pored to the hundreds of thousands of workers and peasants
who would have been massocred in Russie had the white
terror been victorious. That rather seems to speok Tn favor

of the justice of the Bolsheviks.

THE SCAPEGOAT OF IDEQLOGY

Sclzhenitsyn is on even weaker ground when he moves from
the realm of facts to the realm of ideclogy. In secking an
explanation for the Stalinist terros 2!l he manoges to come

up with is an atteck on ideclagy, or rather centemporary
ideclogical fanaticism. Linder twentieth cenfury conditions,
he claims, inguisitionists, cenquistadors, celonizer, foscishs,
jacobing, and -- obviously — Marxists would all be trans-
formed into the murderers of milliens of their contempeoraries.

The First thing that iz striking about this little list is that §t
is, tosay the least, incomplete. Why has Selzhenitsyn for—
gatten religicus fonaticism? Religious wers hove "coused”
the death of milliors of peaple throughout histary . And what
about natienalism and the ideology of "defense of the fother-
land" in the Tmpaerialist countries, which in the first world
war alone "covsed” more deaths thon the entire Stalinist
terror ? |5 Salzhenitsyn's forgetfulness perhaps o result of the
fact that he is on adveeate of these two ideclogies, religion
and notionelism?

What i aleo striking is the extremely superficial charocter
of Sclzhenitsyn's explonation. Why hos the some “ideclogy”
praduced murderous fanaticism in same epochs and liberal
and peaceful toleronce in athers? I3 it really for "ideoloai-
cal” reasons? Or is it mther becouse definite and tangible
maferial interests were at work?

Solzhenitsym likes te "count up" the victims of the Stalinist
purges and compare the total te the tally rung up by tsorist
and fescist repression. But these "quontitalive” comparisons
can be extended . What "ideclogy” wos it that "fepaticized"
tha semi-illerate book-bumess in Chile, whe in the spoce of
a few days killed 20,000 people and imprisened 40,000
othars? These are Figures that an the scale of the USSR would
amount ta 400, 000 murdered and 1.2 million deported! In
the spoce of o few days! Stelin would be green with envy.
Were the book-burners motivated by "ideclogical fenalicism”
or by the desire to defend private property and the eternal
volues of "free enterprise” and copitalist exploifation?

And what gbaut the famous "erusede” that Fronco orgenized
Tn 1936 to "reconquer™ the country that had “falled into the
hands of the reds” -—— a crusade that resulted in the murder
of mare than a millien Speniords by "notionalist foops"?
On the scale of the USSR thot would be the sguivalent of

2 million dead, 1f we were to play Sclzhenisyn's numbers
garme. Was it real ly some sort of "ideclogy” thet could have
provoked such o frightful masacre? Wasn't it rather an at-
tempt — af ony price, even the price of rivers of blood --
to prevent the esmblishment of a weorkers and poop peosants
regime on the Iberian peninsula?

It is only Marxism that can explain ond eccount for the swec-
cession of periods of borbarism and civilization throughout
human history. When o clas is firmly in power, sure of (kelf
and its future, when its strength is incressing and sociol con-
trodictions ore tempararily easing, then it con afford the
luxury of ruling through relatively peaceful and civilized
mearns. (Except for moments when it power is suddenly chal-
lenged; then we have the masacres of the Communerds by
the Versaillais, even in the nineteenth century, so "civilized"
and peaceful in comparisen to cur own "borbaric” epach.)
But when o ruling cless is in decline, when ifs power is
erumbling, when its regime is torn by deeper and deeper con-
trodictions, then barbarism comes to the surfoce ogoin and
the reality of class domination appears in it blocdiest form .
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Our epoch is the epoch of the death agony of the copitalist
systerm. The longer this death agony is prolonged, the more
feoturas of barbarism, bloody repressien, and contempt for
human life will praliferate. |n this historic sense, Stalin is
a product of copitalism, just as much es Hitler, Auschwitz,
Hirashima, ond the boembing and defeliatien of Vietnam. He
s not the product of Soviet society or the October Revolu-
tion.

In @ namrewer and mare immediote sense, Stalinist ferror B
the product of the victory of palitical counterrevolution in
the Soviet Union. The foct that Stelin hod 1o exterminate o
whole generation of revolutienists who had led the Ochober
Revalution and erected the Soviet state s in itself sufficient
to refute the identity Solzhenitsyn orbitrarily establishes
between the executioner ond his victims. This political coun-
tarrevo lution in turn represants definite material and social
interests: those of o privileged buresucrotic layer that while
basing itsalf on the pew property relations created by the
socialist revolution, defends its own monopoly of economic
ord political control as well as flie Tmmense advontdges that
it drows from the prevailing conditions of prolonged scarcity.

By rejecting Marxism, Solzhenitsyn and these wha think like
Him render themselves incapable of explaining the events
that heave so deeply affected them. Trotsky was fond of
quoting Spinoza: "do not laugh, do net cry, bt understand .”
Solzhenitsyn loughs bitterly and cries o greot deal. But he
doesn't underitand very much.

MORALISTIC POLITICS CAUGHT I[N ITS OWN, TRAP

The contradictions in Selzhenitayn's thought —— consequences
of hiz rejection of Marxism —— come through in the most
striking fashion when the moralist is foreed to abandon even
tha most elementary moral considerations when dealing with
the Marxists of our epoch, especially Tronky and the Trot-
skyists. In order fo justify his claim that Stalin was the con-
Finuotor and nof the grovedigger of Bolkhevism, Solzhenikyn
tries fo demonstrate that all the Bolsheviks cided Stalin,
capitulated before him, collaborated in his crimes, and
were accomplices in his frame-up frials.

Beginning from the correct observation that those who EITT-
ically capitulated before Stalin were h::gu::l”:r led o oct in
this way (because, as Salzhenitsyn puts it, "palitics without
moral foundation leads inevitakly to covering vp ony crime”),
Sclzhenitsyn concludes that all communists were politically
defenzelass apainst Stalin and colloborated in the terror of
tha 1930c and 1940:. He aven goes so for as to soy that
Trotsky himse If would have confessed te anything the GPU
required had he follen inte Stalin's hands. This becouse
Trotsky also lecked an "independent cutlook” and an ide-
alogy really independant of Stalinism! Besides, he sup—
pesedly had no experience with phsical and mental tertures,
which would have made him oble to resist the GPU.

There s not the slightest evidence to support such allega-
tions. They represent only o dredged up version, scarcely
even armended or edited, of Stalinist slanders of Trotskyism.

To elaim that no communist tendency hod an ideclogical

basis independent of Stalinist terror and that all communists

therefore were foted to copitulate before the terror is fo

sweep away the fiffeen years of determined battle woged

against the Soviet buragucracy first by the Left Oppetition
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and later by the moverent for the Fourth International, o
battle that wos woged on o coherent theoretical and political
baszis that has been brilliantly confimed by history. 1t is to
ingult the memary of thousands of militanfs == Trofskyisk

end athers — wha refused to capitulate, refised to become
accamplices in the porodies of justice, and who paid with
their lives Far their loyalty to their principles, demonstrating
courage and strength of character unparalleled in history.

To say that Leon Trotsky did not prove his copocity to stand
up to personal trials is fo forget that he confinued his strug-
gle against Stallnist in spife of the GPU's amassination of
iz ehildren, his secretaries, and his closest cowerkers, te
farget that he continued this opposition without faltering
offer o first assassination attempt by the GPU, knowing that
ot any moment he was likely to be ossamsinated by Stalin's
agents.

To claim, os Solzhenitsyn does, thot Trotskyists in the labor
camps behaved in a sectarian manner and were incopable of
waging hunger strikes for prolonged periods in order o win

a series of damards s to insult the memory of the heroes, whe
numbered more than e thowand, whoe lovnched on eightean-
wesk-long hunger strike around a five-point progrem defend-
ng the rights of all pelitieal prisoners Just at the haight of
the Stalinist terror.

It is easy to understand why Solzhenitsyn, o determined op-
porent of revelutionary Marxism, would fallow in Stalin's
footsteps in wanting to erase fram history the decizive con-
tribution Trotskyism mode to the struggle against the dicta-
tership of the Soviet bureoucracy. That is enly on attempt
te breslk dewn any continuity between the October Revalu=
tion gnd the present pelitical fosks posed in the Soviet
Unien. But the immoral methods that Salzhenitsyn has to
use fo fry to prove his point once again [lusirete the deod-
end of any polifical outlook that elaims o be bosed on ob-
solute maral precepts, o deadend that leads the advocates
of such outlooks to tromple on their own principles.

HISTORICAL JUSTIFICATION OF THE OCTOBER
REVOLUTICHN

Solzhanitsyn fries to reduce all Soviet reality fo the Stalin-
ist and post-Stalinist terror. This reality is supposed to have
resulted from o revolution thet should never have token
ploce: "Russia waos nof ripe for revolution, " he writes,

But whaot wos it ripe for? For tsarist barbarism? For eternal
famine, poverty, and illiteracy? By challenging the legiti-
macy of the October Revalution —— and the legitimaey of
revolution in all relabively underdeve loped countries a3
well == Solzhenitsyn revecls yet another confradiction in
moralistic politics. Should we weep only for the deod assos-
sinated by terror? What about the deaths coused by inhuman
socioeconomic regimes, the tens of millions who died of
hunger during the great fomines in India and prerevalution-
ary China? Is this any less deplerable? Are those deaths
merely products of blind fate before which we must power-
lessly bow?

The results of the October Revaletion connot be reduced o
the misdeeds of the buregucrocy ond ifs terrorist repression.
There ore other results of the Oectober Revolution foo: the
transfermation in just o few decodes of o vost bockward
country inte the world's second industrial power, & counfry
in which jlliteracy hes been erodicated, in which the num-




ber of doctors and the number of new books published {includ=-
ing fronslations!) is among the highest in the world, in which
the infent mortality rote s lower than it fs in Britoin. Those
who fight against arbitrary pelice repression In the USSR by
claiming that it s the inevitable result of the Octaber so—
cialist revalufion cannot help but overlesk this othes cspect
of Soviet reality, which hos exectly crected the material
basts for @ flowering of real Sovier democracy if the power

of the bureaucracy is overthrown.

Mejthar Mars, Lenin, nor Trotsky ever believed it would be
possible fo build @ real socialist, classlass saciety in one
country alone, still less en econamieally underdeveloped
sountry. The imperialist epoch iz especiolly chorocterizad
by o twofold phenemencn: Oh the ore hand the infernational
domination of capital restricts ond distoris the development
of the backward countries and on the ather hand revolution-
ary movements themse lves tand more and more to become
international . Solzhanitsyn regrets this and caolls upon the
Seviet leaders (1) to abanden "communist massianism,
samething from which thay hove hardly suffered . But the
slightest kit of maral feeling for the misery in the world to-
doy and the catostraphes that threaten humenity leads instead
to the conclusion that it is necessary fo redouble afforts o
bring about the victory of the world socialist revolution,
which would incidentally alse contribute fo the elimination
of arbitrary police repression in the bureoucratized workers
states, that is, to the victory of the pelitical revalution in
these countries.

THE DILE MAA OF THE INTELLECTLIAL OPPOSITION
N THE U35R

Like the wark of any great novelist, The Gulag Archipeloge
raflects not anly o social situation as o whole, buf alio the
thought of o particulersocial layer. Solzhenitsyn represents
the wing of the oppesition intelligentsia in the Soviet Union
that has reacted m the crimes of Stalin by breaking with
Lenin ond Mo, The impertance: drd breadth of this loyer,
even among Soviet youth, must naf be underestimoted. Ifs
very existence constitutes yet ancther condemnation of the
political regime that rules in the USSR,

Here is a society that calls itelf socielist, thot claims to
have eradicated "entagonistic social conmradictions, " that
represents itelf os the "mest wnited saciaty in the world, "
in which generations of intellectuals barn after the revolu-—
tion are developing in o manner ever more hosti le to Marx-
jeml This development can anly be encouraged by on "ide-
slogical struggle” woged sgainst it by the falsifiers of
Marxism whase "orguments” in the end come down to sup-
pression of writings, deportations, banishment, or intern-
ment of oppesitionists in insane asylums!

But — an irony of history! —= frenchant enemies of Stalinism
likke Salzhenitsyn ond his friends, peapls who reject Lenin-
ism on the grounds that it wo resporsible for Stalinism, re-
main o a large extent prisoners of Stolinist ideclogy. In
large measure they move in fhe universe of myths with which
Stalin excused ond justified his crimes,

These myths are reflected not only in the onti-Tratskyist
clanders taken directly from the recipe book of the General
Secretary. They ore also reflected in the way this wing of
tha intellectual appesition approaches the problems of pres-
ant-doy Soviet socicty and their solution.

For there is yet a third theme in The Gulag Archipelage
one that is less obyious and explicit than the two we have
been discussing, but is no less integrol to Selzhenityn's
thaught. That theme is the inability of the working class to
manage the state and the economy. IT must be sfofed clearly:
This theme reflects an intellectual arrogonce comman to
technocrats ond bureaucrots

It is in a possage devoted fo the 1930 trial of the members
af the sa-called industrial parfy that this netion of Solzhe-
nitsyn's comes through mest clearly. In this passnge we read
that it was logical for the technicians fo fry fo impose disci-
aline in the workploce ! That it is logical that thase wha
“gre capable of rationally erganizing their eetiviny” should
stand at the head of society! That it is logical that palitics
shauld be partially determined by the exigencies of tech-
nalagy!

Thic whole technocratic creda, o well e the rejection of
direet workers power and of soviet power that it implies,

hes Been ond remains one of the ideclogice! bases of Stelin-
tsm. |1 is no aecident that the seme notion is found ameng
Salzhenitsyn and his friends. What unifes them with the
buresueracy is that both share a refuscl to cccept the possi-
bility of workers exercising power; they share the same basic
isslation From fhe life style, thought, aspitatiens, and fdesls
of the working closs.

I this sense, after all is said nd done, Salzhenitsyn remdi s
an jdeclogical prisaner of the bureaueracy, an odvocate, at
bottem, of an authoritarion pelitical regime — bt one with=
out excessive represion. His is the vaice of an ealightened
quthertfarianism that rejechs soviet demecracy as fundomen—
tally avil and utopion. His palitical action is oriented not
towere the masses but toward individuel profest end "open
letters” to the Kremlin.

COnce ome understands the social character af Solzhenibyn's
work, one cannat but agree with the pesifien teken both by
the new Leninists in the USSR and by the revelutionary
Marsists in the copitalist countriest fo support the movement
for democratic rights in the USSR, One would have to com-
pletely miscarsirue the sociopolitical relationship of forces
in the Soviet Union to believe that curents like Solzhenit-
syn's, cut off from tha living Forces of the prolefariat that
represents the absalute mojority of the active populotion,
could serfously threaten the economic foundetion: of sociaty
and initiate o movement for the restoration of capitalism.

What sncourages the rebirth of antiworker, antirationalist,
anti=Marxist, and Slevaphile tendencies i the repressive
and conformist leod weight that bears dewn on Soviet sa-
ciaty and fosters political ond ideological eynicism ameng
the masies.

The best anfidote to these reactionary ideclogies == and in
the long run, the Eplg:ﬁe:h‘ve anfidote -— is the rabirth of
critical politicel comsciousness among the masses, which
will win them fo Marxism. All those whe encourage such a
rabirth are werking taward defending end strengthening the
sociosranomie Foundations of the USSR, All those who per-
petuate the atsence of public political debate and differen-
tiation can only encourage skscurantism and hostility to
Merxism, which oppears a3 @ state religion.

In the Soviet intellectual oppesition there are many wing:
and tendencies, united only by the commen struggle against
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Stalin's crimes and far the real reconquest of civil rights
that are formally guarcnteed; that is, for on application of
the Sowvier constitution. The left wing of this oppesition, of
which Major Genergl Pystr Grigorenka is the most stirring
symbal, is composed of surviving old Balsheviks, militant
Laninists who by their exemplary coursge are defending and
rehabilitating Leninism in the eyes of Soviet yourh. What a
windfall it is for the Kremlin fo be oble fo denounce the
antiszciclist ideclogy of Solzhenitsyn {while of course nat
daring 1o publich his boaks in the USSR find hew much
more thankless s the bureucracy’s job in suppressing oppo-

sitionists who cloim allegionce to Marx and Lenin!

At a time when the international bourgeoisie wants to con-
centrote attention on The Gulag Archipelago in order to
divert attentian from its own crimes and to whip up hastility
to communism, we must redouble our efferts to free Grige—
renka, Yakhimovich, and their comrodes from the torturers
and to defand the rights not anly of the Selzhenitsyns but
also of the Marxist and Leninist oppositionists to frealy
speak, discuss, publish, and orgonize in the USSR!

ERMNEST MANDEL— []
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the
communnist
party

and

the kremlin

Todoy, mene than Tn the post, the relatiorship between the
world Communist parties ond the Kremlin is offected by con-
siderations releting o the specific situation in eoch country
cnd the selection of leaderships in soch party. Thus, if s
quite elear that the leadecchip of the French Communist
perly, while it hos under certoin conditions talken some dis-
tance [rom the decisiom af the Soviet regime, hos done so
in the mest moderate terms pessible and, obove all, has
thown aver lime that its critielim or disoppravel wos stristly
relative. |t disepproval of the invasion of Czechoslovakio,
far ewample, bar been mare than buvied by i elogies fo
Ynarmolization. " As for the ltolion Communist party, when
It takes ite distance from Maoscow, iF doss so rather more
shornly than the French P does. Mevertheless, the esxpu =
sien fram the perty of the group oround Manifesto showed
the Kiwmlin that the Berlinguer leoderhip was well awore
o the limite that could not be exceeded without dameging
wlotiom too bodly.

The situation in reqard to the Spanish Communist party is
mueh mare complex. Very sarly on the leoders of this porty
tool positions close 1o thase of the ltalian CP. But since the
Spanish CF & incamparably wedker then the Tralian, Moscow
wos |ess inelined to put bp with fts eriticisms. Further, os o
party that functiors under condifiors of illegality, the
Sparish CF, despite its (ight-wing solicies, is less homstrung
by parliamentary and electaralist comiderations . And finally,
the policy of the Kremlin and the ather Eattern European
govarnments toword the Spanish gevernment bos sometimes
bean irtolerable for the Spanith CP. [An cxemple is the
shipping of Palish conl to Spain during the strike of tha
Spanish miners, | And in oddition, the Carrillo leedarship

hos been led to push i eriticisms to what the Kremlin con-
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sidars an unacceptoble point, 5o the Kremlin thought it
eould put some pressure on this porty by retigeting the for—
mation of o faction led by Lister, a former military leadir
during the Spanish eivil war.

Thiz aperation failed miserably, The Carrilio leadership won
an cverwhelming majority of the party membership in Spain
orel among the countries of Western Europe, where there i

o big Spanish emigration. 1t expelled Lister and his factien,
which was composed salely of CPars living in the Soviet
Usien and the Eestern European workers siotes. One of the
members of the Lister faction is Mercader, the murderer of
Leor Trotsky. The Lister foction, which publishes an ergan
with the some name as the CP's, Munda Obrere, ochicwed

so lntle success that even the Marchois leodership of the
French CP, which is determined not to run afoul of Mascow,
can suppart Lister only bockhondedly and hos to pubilicly
salidarize with Carrilla when it issues anfi-France stotements,
as it did during the Burgos trials. But the Marchais-Corrillo
polemie goes on nonetheless. Muestra Bandera, the theorafic-
ol orgon of the Spanish CP, publishes an article by Manuel
Azcarate, a member of the porty leadership, eriticizing fhe
polizy of the Soviet CF, The larter responded with an article
in the review Portingio Jizn, which was almest complately
reproduced in ['Humanité (the French CP poper) . |"Humanin
did rot bother to Furnish its recders with the text of Azcarate's
incriminating article, mar did it describe the situstion that
exist batween the Sponish and Soviet TPs.

Here is what 1'Humenite (February 23, 1974) reproduced of
the article that appeared in Portinoia Jizn:

2., . M. Azcarote grassly distorts the essenee of the foreign
policy of the USSR and the sther sacialist countries as well

gx the international activity of the Communist party af the
Soviet Unjon. He advances o false thesis on fhe contradic—
tien thet alleged|y exists betwean the interests of the so-
cialist countries ond the interests of the reveluticnary move-
menk,

" Thus, whether he intends to or not, Mr. Azcarate in
Fact counferposes the state interests of the socialist countries
ta the interests of the revalutionory movement and to the in-
terests of certain fraternal porties: [t s wederetood that this
manner of posing the question is totally contrary to the prin-
ciales of socialism and to the existing practice of revelu-
Hanary stroggle., - . -



"Distorting focrs that are well-known public knowledge,
Mr. Azcarate proclaims that in the woke of the policy of
peaceful coexistence that 7s applied by the countries of the
socialist community 'there has appeared the perspective of
a sociopoliticel stetus quo Tn the world !

"The falseness ond cbsurdity of these decloretions are ob-
vious to every conscious participant fn the workers move-
mant.

"The policy of peaceful cosxistence hes been approved
many times in the decuments of the Internaticnal communist
mayement. . . .

"The internationol congress of Communist perties held in
1949 strassed that 'this policy meons neither maintenepce of
the social and palitical status quo nor weakening of the
idealogical struggle. |t aids the development of the class
struggle ogainst imperialism on the natiepal end interna-
tional scale.’

", . .The relations betwean the USSR and the United States
hove improved inrecent Himes. . . .ls that confrary to the
interests of the revolutionary movement? |s it in the inferests
of revelutionaries to aspire to create international tersion
loden with the threat of a new world wer? At the 1967 con-
ference fhe Communist ond workers parties of the world de-
elared that 'the main link for united action of the enkiim-
perialist forces remains roday, s it was yesterday, the
sfruggle for world pecce against the threat of thermonuclear
world war. . . -' The Spanish Communist party has mony
times proclaimed Tt agreement with this pesition. It is clear
that all the measures token by the Soviet Union in regard to
its relofions with the United Srates are aimed precisely at
attaining this objective. . . .

"As s thown by proctice, which a3 Lenin said is the best

test of the truth, the détente is creating @ much more fovar—
able situaticn for the siruggle for democrofic rights, for the
reduction of militory spending ond the improvemsnt of the
material situation of the mosses, ond for democratic ond
sociol changes. Mew conditions more fovorable fo the inten-
sification of the struggle for the unity of all antimonopely
forces are surging forward . It s no accident, for example,
that the governmental Comman Progrem between the Socialist
and Communist parties in France come along just as Soviet-
Franch stofe relotions were developing and peoceful coexis—
tence wos being strengthaned.

", . .Mr. Azcorate particularly criticizes econamic rE|':r-
tions between the socinlist counfries and the countries of
capital. In his view when the soclalist countries speak of
long-term cooperation with this or that couniry with an
opposing system, it supposedly excludes in advance the
possibility of any social change in that counfry. . . .

"It's one of twa things. Either we sfort from the fact that
communists favor settling the differences batween the two
systems in the world arenc without world war, or else we

are odvocates of the perspective of “exporting the revelu—
B bl with coms. F sws upholki the Tt thesss,
then we st b= curselves on the perspective of developing
mony pecceful ties among countries, economic ties espe—

challys <= -«

*jit iz olso Eepossible fo poss over insilence Mr. Azcarate's
aittocks on She Soviet socialist regime . While Soviet demo-
crocy i espanding Seoughoul the socialist society that has

developed in the USSR, ond while the ereative activity of
the mases is developing in all spheres of social life, Mr.
Azcarate, af the instigation of declared spponents of the
Scviet socialist regime, falls into articulating all sorts of
fobricotions about the absence of democrocy in the USSR,

"It is also impossible te aveid noting that Mr. Azcaorate
lounches erude attacks en the Soviet Unfon. He osserts that
the CPSU 'is taking no step' "no attempt or initiative' to
overcome the tersion in the relations between the USSR and
Ching. Instead of truthfully and ebjectively stating the posi-
ticn of the TPSU ond the Soviet state on this question, Mr.
Azcarote simply repects Peking's lies about o supposed block-
ade and alleged military pressure by the USSR against China.

“But the whole world knows that the CPSU insistently and
constantly ospires fo normalize relofiors between the USSR
and China and that it hos edvanced end is still edvancing
constructive proposals that the Chinese leadership has re—
jected one after the other. . . .

"Cine of Manuel Azcorote's main objections to the possibility
af halding o new international conference {of Communist
parties] is that the conference could supposedly lecd *to o
return fo the proctice (which he has invenred himself —
Partinaia Jizn} of unconditional subordination ta the CPSU!
and fo the creation of o sort of single eroenizational center
af the Communist movement. He even declares that some
people would aspire to create such o cenfer. . . .

“The CPSU has many times stressed that there does not exist
and there connot exist any single center of the international
communist moverment and that within the international com-
munist mavement there are no parties that lead o5 oppeded
to parties that follow. The CPSU starts from the Tdea that all
the parties are independent and have equal rights, ond it
beases ifs policy on this ideo. . . .

"The CP5U and the Communist party of Spain have always
been linked by close and friendly relations, by the relations
of their commen struggle for the interests of the warkers and
against war and fascism. They are linked by the blood of
their sons shed on the battlefields of the civil war in Spain
and of the great national wor. Today, as in the past, the
CPSU holds firmly to the policy of support o the struggle of
the Communists and of all the workers of Spain against the
antipepular regime, for democracy, social justice, and
peace. . . .

“The TPSU hes always held and will alwoys held to the de-
velopment and strengthening of its relafions with the CP of
Spain.on the basis of the principled positions of Marxism-
Leninism ond proletorian internationalism. "

This article is typical of the present-day Moscow bureaucrat.
The erudest slanders and most ignoble accusations that in the
oid doys would hove been used agaoinst even a much less
stinging eritigue of the Kremlin's pelicy ore no longer re-
sorted to. But not the slightest political argument is wsed to
support the buregucrat's case. 1t all consists of more or less
peremptory affirmotions: The Sponish leader "distorts” the
focts and tha essence of the USSR's policy; his stolements
are folse and sbsurd; he makes things up, and 50 on.

IF one looks at the criticisms maode by the Spanish journal
one immediately sees one accusation that all the leaderships
of the Communist parties are very sensitive cbout: that Mos-
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cow would like to reestablish an Tnfernational center, to be-
come ance again the "guiding party” —- an accusotion denfed
by Moscow, which while it might want to reestablish the
former state of affairs is no longer able to do 20,

There are other criticisms thot are much more interesting.
First of all, the Spanish ©P criticizes the Kremlin for fts
polizy taward China, or more exactly, for its economic and
military pressures. Whatever criticisms Peking deserves on
ather aspects of its palicy, there is no doubt that on the
guestion of economic and military pressure it is Mascow that
bears the heoviest responsibility.

The Spanish CP also brings up the countarpasition of the in-
terests of Soviet diplomacy and the develaprent of moss
stroggles. In reply Mescow marshalls nathing but wom-cut
stereotyped clichés claiming that the only alternative to
“pecceful coexistence" is nuclear wor and that "peaceful
coexistence” s not an obstacle to the davelopment of moss
movements but rather creates the best conditions for them.
The reference to the Common Program in France == where
the Unjon of the Left is an ottempt to conelize and put the
brecks on the revelutionary upsurge —— lends no credibility
to these clichss,

And finally, the internal regime in the Soviet Union is
challenged. Only an incerrigible bureauerat would dare to
write: "while Soviet democracy i3 expanding throughout the
sacialist society that hos developed in the USSR, . . "

The crificisme that we have been discussing come from o
Cammunist party that hes o reformist |ine. It is trying fo re-
plece the Franco regime with a bourgeois—democratic ane
through an allienee with sections of the bourgeoisic and
withaut revalutionary struggle. The source of the crificisms
i1 the faet that the Kremfin's policy is creating an embar-
rassment far the bureaucrats of the Spanish CP. They indi-
cate to some extent the lines of cleavege within the Com-
munist parties, Objectively, these crificisms weoken the
monolithic strusture of the Communist porties. While they
may be made in order to bolster a right-wing arientation,
they apen up greater pessibilities fer gaining o hearing
within these parties for a fundamental revelutionary Marxist
eritiqee of these policies. That critique is getting strong
suppart from the revolutionary rise of the messes, especially
in Western Europe.

O

PIERRE FRAME

bolivia

TOWALD AN

INEVITALLE
CONFRONTATION

The follewing article, doted Janwery 31, 1974, is translated
from Combate, journal of the POR {Partide Obrere Revolu-
clonario -- Revelutionary Workers party), Bolivion sechen
of the Feurth International.

The enalyses we made in 1973 have been strictly confirmed.
The Balivian political situation is charecterized by the con-
stent deterioration of the milTtary dictatorship, the bour-
geoisia, ond imperialism and by the new rise of o revitalized
workers movement supported by sections of the peasaniry ond
the middle classes that have also gone inte motion. Once
again the political process is leoding fowerd canfrontation,
The vorious elements of this sitvation, which we hove to
follow in the most attentive fashion, are these: an Tnsoluble
economic crisis; the monetary stobilizotion decreed in Octo-
ber 1572 on the bosis of a currency devaluation of about 70
percent has failed. Comequently, the purchasing power of
currency has declined. The wage carners have therefore
suffered o loss in buying power while prices have ceoselessly
risen. The year 1973 can be chorocterized as the year of

the greot inflation. During this same peried. there have been

26

three important increases Tn the prices of bosic consumer
goods. These increases hove seriously struck ab the woges of
workers, the incomes of technical sectors and professionals,
the savings of emplayees in commerce and banking, and so
o .

THE YEAR OF THE GREAT |MNFLATIOM

But these measures have alse hit the peasantry, which has
rapidly found irself confronted by o contracted market due

to the lowering of the income of the workers and the fn-
creases in the prices of commadities, a consequence of the
inerease in fronspert costs. Concurrently, a new phenomencn
has appeared in Bolivia: shortuges of bosic products like riee,
sugor, coffee, ond meat. Previewly, production of these
iterms had been sufficient not only to safisfy national con-
sumption but glso to leave a surplus for export. The world
situation, charocterized by a crisis of food products and an
increase in foxes on these products, has led producers o
send the greater part of their praduction to the external
markat in search of stranger currencies end more fovorobls



tee rofes. Hence, the internal needs of the counfry can nao
longer be satisfied ond shortoges have developed, accom-
panied by long lines in front of stores and by speculation.

The Bonzer govemment, an instrument of private and im-
perialist companies, acks as the police protector of all these
finaneial machinations. |ts dependence and servility have
led it to subordinate itself to English, Morth Americon, and
Brozilian imperialists, who are buying Bolivian row materials
at prices inferior to those of the world market. That is why
the current rise in row materiols prices an the world market
cannot result in economic goins for Bolivia. Morcover, the
dictatorship, pressed by the shortoge of foodstuffs, hes of-
fered "its" solution to the problem with the economic meo—
sures of Jonwary 21, 1974, measures thot protect the interests
af the big producers and shike at the workers.

These measures set the Bolivian prices of these bosic products
at the some level s the world market prices. The Balivian
economy is going through a erisis that will not be solved
under the present regime. The regime hos promised develop-
ment based on maossive infusions of copital. But thiz requires
not enly economic focilities ond edvantages for Tnvestors,

but above all and fundamentally secial peace and political
security, which, despite the criminal fescist repression, do
ret axist in Belivia, Comsequently, there hes boen no capital
investment on a grand scale. What invesiment has come in
hes been weak, aimed at bolstering up o few companies in
the eostern part of the counbry, or else hes been purely polit-
Teal in noture, cimed ot supporting the dictatership. In foct,
capifal is flowing out of Bolivia ond the country's natural
resources are being plundered.

From on economic siondpoint, 1973 was o negative year;
1974 was begun with o packet of measures decreed by the
dictatorship in the context of political and social frstobility
that had arisen in 1573 ond was continuing. In this economic
and social situction, mode worse by official policy, the
massed again begon o enfer inks slruggle for the finst time
since the dafeot of Auguat 21, 1971, when the dictotosship
soized power. In fock, the sconomic decrees of Octaber 27,
1972, hed triggered o mobilizction of the workers movement
around the guestion of daferse of the workers living stondards
After the explosive popular reaction that broke out in the
majer cities — especially in Lo Poz, where once again
barricades wenf up — o fencciouws resistance movement was
organized, beginning in the tade unjoms . MNone of the
workers organizofions occepted the govemment medsures,
and profest strikes broke out one after another. There were
petitions demanding higher wage increcses to make up for
the loss in perchasing power caused by the ewrrency devaolua-

tion. The ronk=-ond-file mobilizations swept away the weak-
nesses that initially appeared among the union leaderships.
The backbone of the movement was the printing, banking,
and commercial sectors, and the mine workers, who infHated
the mobilization and developed the critiques of the policy
of the foscist Banzer.

THE CLASHES |M COCHABA MBA

In Cochelesha, o densely populated pecsant arec and o
historic center of ogrorion reform, the Cliza Peasant Unjon,
entering fmfo conflict with the notional bureaucracy of the
m M e cufTency devoluations. |t wes
here thot fhe First closhes with the omy ook ploce. Even-

tually, the civie, patriotic, and religious organizations
foined in the workers protest movement. The military govern-
mant soen found ihself confronted by the forword march of
the new movement. 1 was forced fo open negotiations en
the workers demaonds, to enfer info agreements with the
union leaderships, and to moke a few concessions. For the
government, if wos a question of preventing the movement
from unifying or becoming centralized around & unifed leod-
emhip. The government agreed o recognize the functioning
of the regional and sectoral frode-union federations that
accepied compremises; in this way the dictatorship wes gaing
o permit the raising of portial demands of on economic char-
octer in erder to maintain the division of the workers move-
ment info otomized units that could be negotiated with or
fought separciely. But the agreements the dictotorship
worked out with the union leaders were quickly annuled by
the inflaticnary spiral and the reaction of the renk and file,
whe demanded new concossions. Bonzer hod to invoke the
state security low -=- under the pretext of fighting specula-
tien. But in reality, his aim wos fo contain the pepular
mobilizations taking shape .

By the end of 1973 the workers movement was reody for
struggle. The Movember 19 miners conference, held openly
at Patesi, represented o synthesis of the progress mede in
the recompasition of the workers movement. As Tn the past,
the mine workers showed the way. Starting from the econo-
mic demands raised by the brood Bolivian meosses, they
maved on fo a revalutionary palitical opposition to the dic-
tatarship. They ratified the socialist theses of the miners
union and condemned the whole policy of the regime.

The national federations of manufacturing and canstruction
developed other octive centers of opposition. And among
white—collar workers, the bank employees continued their
taditien of resistance. But in that sector something new
hoppened: The Federtion of Commercial Employees, which
joined the mobilizotions, was revitalized and went on strike
after several decodes of possivity.

December 1973 saw the development of rode-union mobiliza-
tions eround political problems == among others the question
of amnesty far all peliticel and trade-union militants im-
prisoned or exiled since Bonzer's coup in August 197] ==
which were discussed on a national scale, and around the
elections planned by the dictatership for an unknown date,
|n the obsence of revolutionary palitical parties, which, be-
couse of the underground conditions imposed an them, could
express themselves only in o very limited way, it was the
trode-union orgonizations that cpenly ook positions on these
probloms .

At the beginning of the year tensions within the workers mowve-
ment became exacerbated. That wes why the explesion was
immediate whan the economic meosures of Janvary 21 were
anneunced. The key sectors of the movement thet are known
for their dynomism responded instontanecusly, calling a shrike
and taking to the streefs in protest demonstrations. But the
new slements that had appeared at the end of 1972 ond de-
veloped throughout 1973 exploded onto the scene. In the
cities, commerciol employees participated in the sirike
actively and violently, thus manifesting a chonge in attitude
ameng the pelty bourgeaisie, which in the past hod been
neutralized and cut off from the workers movement. |n the
countryside the explosion was more violent, particularly in
the Cochobamba Valley. The trode union at the Manoco

shoe factory (which is owned by the Bata international trusf)
was Just coming out of a conflict with the employers during
which it hod sccupied the plant. When the union learned of
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the decrees roising prices more than 100 percent, it called
for & strike and cccupied the factory ogain. |t also tack
aver the neighborhoad, where it organized ¢ blockade of the
streets, thus cutting the road linking Cochabemba ond La
Paz. Banzer went to discuss the government meazures with
the peosants in the union of Quillasslls, the region whera
the Factary is. The result wes that the peasonts of neighbar=
ing regions quickly joined the mebilizations and new barri-
cades went up in the Vinto, Poroteni regian; twa bridges
wers dynamited and the rood was completely blocked. Than
the mebilization spread ta the Punata region, end soon all
the roads to Cochebamba were blocked,

The pecsantry integroted itee I Tnto the resistance, while
the peasant leaders in Lo Paz were affering thelr support to
Banzer -- and this just one month cffer the bolding of the
Paracaya Pegsant Congress, argonized by the government
and chaired by Celone! Lopez.,

Cochabamba wes transformed into the mast active center of
the reststance. But the moses were me” flizing Hiroughout
the country. Thers were clashes in Oruro and La Poz. The
poasents of the Lo Paz Peasont Federotion alse declared
themse lves against the government's economic medsures e,
in @ document coainst these maasures, called on the workers
ta form o Committes to Defend the Interests of the People.

The worker and peasant mabilizotions in Cachebamba took
& vast proportions. The dictatorship surrounded the cify,
declared it a military zone, and entrusted its command to
General Perez Tapia. Faced with the fenacity of the workers
mobilizatian and the danger if represented, the dickatorship
panicked end huried to mobilize i militery epparatus. The
air foree was used to strofe peasont and worker concantra-
tions; then tanks and armored unite moved aaoinst the barri-
cades and rondblecks. Finally, specially trained antisub-
varsion troaps combed the region. A declaration of state of
siege complated the repression, end dozens of revolutionar)
militants were orresbed .

Balivia wos swept by these clashes and the dictatorship felt
its opparatus eroding. In its turn the Cathelic Church recog:
nized the workers demands erd also condemned the govern=
ment's econamie and repressive policies.

The Balivian masses began once agein ko manifest their
extroordisiary combativity . The regime's palitical and socic
weakness became patently chvious. But the weskness of the
warker-peasant movement and the middle classes wos akso
revealed.

More than 100,000 people were on strike; but the strikes
were partial prafest actions lacking sentralization ond
cocedination. There was no general strike of 100,000
workars. Likewise, the economic demands were varied,

even theugh they attecked all the gavernment economic
meosures. There was no bloc of unified demands . The de-
mands ranged from o monthly incresse of 1,200 Bolivian
dollars to 4,000 Bolivion dollars; ond there were lesser
demands, foo. The mobilization lacked a unified and cen-
tralized leadership: The absence of the COB (Central Obrera
Baliviana — Balivian Warkars Federakion) could not be
compensated for. So the most urgent necessity is the setting
up of a lecdership that is up to the dynamism ond combativity
of the masses,

This lack of centralization ameng the mosses ol lowed the
government to extract iteelf from its bad situation. The
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longer the masses fail to develop such leadership, the longer
the regime's respite will last.

Ameng the mames, three forces fries fo unite through the
strikes: the frode—unien organizations of the middle eloss
{eommercial and bank employees, small commerce, efe.),
which hod been strengthened during last year; the workers
mavement in the eities and the mines; and the peosants,
with their leaderships. Worker-pecsant unity began with the
roadblocks ond barrieades in the Cochabamba Valley, with
the workers of the Manace and Qjimbol factories and the
industrial milk Factory ot Pil, end with the peasant unions
of Gluillaeallo, Wints, Paroteni, Punta, ond Cliza. This
alliance in action went through a test of fire during the die-
stership's air and armor ottacks. The workers and peasanis
who died in the battle will be the cement of the future great
waorker-peasant alljance.

|MSOLUBLE POLITICAL CRISIS: THE POLITICAL RESPOMSE
OF THE MASSES

The insoluble ecenamic crisis and the response of the mass
movement to the dictatorship's ecenomic policy riggered
sarious contradictions within the Banzer government, con=
tradic fins that were expressed by cobinet shakeups ard by
the deterioration of the strength of the regime, the army,
the F5B (Falonge Socialista Baliviana -- Balivian Socialist
Falonge), and the MMNR [ Movimiente Macionalista Revolu-
cianario - Revalutonery MNatienalist Movament] .

Iraide the army, Banzer erdered his competitors cut, elim-
inating them from the political scene. The commanders in
chief of the armed forces, Remberto Iriarte and Tentenc
Anaya, were kicked out, oz were Colenel Andres Selich, the
minister of the interior who was later mssassinated in the
hoise of his successor, and Adet Zomara. Lower—ranking
officers ware removed ond sent to embossies as military ot-
tachés. The old leaders were thrist oside and the commanding
heights of the ormy passed info the hards of sacond-ranking
officers unconditional ly bound fo the orders of Banzer him-
self. The latest clashes and the peasant explosion of Cocha-
bamba led to the break-up of the Military High Command.
General Eladie Sonchez, sommander of the armed forees,
was gosused of hoving links with subversives and was kicked
out. Mew divisions within the army are inevitable given the
regime's econemic policy and the pressure of massive popular
oppasition.

A deep crisis broke out within the F5B becouse of the split
carried aut by Corlos Valverde, the F5B8's ex-secretary
seneral and formar minister of health, whe revelted agoinst
his supecior, Mane Guliemmez. That struggle ended in favor
of the larter, who hed the support of Banzer; but at the end
of 1973, during the mast recent ministerial crisis, Gutierrez
wos replaced and sent 10 a past ot the United Mations.

The mast impertant crisis undoubtedly eccurred within the
MR, which was divided into many foctions. The cobinet
rearganization of last Movember ploced representotives of
the armed ferces and private companies in all the key min-
fatries. |t was For that reoson that Paz Estensars withdrew
the MMR from the government. In his decloration of Movem-
ber 28 he sxplained thot the reasans thot hed led the MMR
te participote. In the government in the first place had dis-
oppeared . That decision precipitoted o grove crisiz. Poz
Estensoro and his leodership were repudiated; Franco



Geschailo, O. Bulocia, and Roul Lema, the MMR represen—
Sofives nomed by Banzer to secondory ministries, refused fo
reslgr; then, the leoders Ruben Julio ond Ciro Humboldt
imed up ogoinst Poz Estenscro end his group; Paz Estensors
wox arpested ond sent into exile in Poroguoy.

This whole process within the government and the pelifical
groups supporting it amounts o o recomposition of the offi-
cial front. Opposition personalities, as well os those who
eould have created conflicts among the voricus sectors of
the government, were eliminated. They tried to homogenize
the governing group. The aim wos nething other than fo pre-
sent a solid front in foce of the mass movement that was
developing. The government and the bourgesisie, along
with the army that is ity party, is preparing fo confront the
masses. The dictatorship sees thot its meneuvering reom is
progressively narrowing. |t hos been vnoble fo domingte the
movement of the masses. The masses hove reorgonized ond
are escaping from the regime's contrel, despite the govern-
ment's repressive measures. The dictatorship cannol stand by
passively in foce of the unfolding of the movement confrent-
ing it on o doily bosis. But the vary megsures it is foking fo
homogenize itself ore cecelerating the decomposition of the
Bolivian situation. The Bonzer regime is doomed!

The dictatorship's weckness in foce of the forces that are
rapidly maoturing ogainst it led the armed farces to postpone
indefinitely the genarc] elections that Banzer hod promised
far June of this year. The military chiefs are simply taking
account of the foct that to open an electoral peried, no
matter how tightly controlled, would mean giving the oppa-
sition the opporfunity to break out of clandestinity and giv-
ing the moss movement the opporfunity to speed up its organi=-
zation. Feor of the mosses, Tnsecurity in face of their
mohilization, ond consciousness of the poucity of ifs social
base -- thesa ore the recl foctors thot led the govermnment to
reject elections and refuse o general amnesty,

THE MECESSITY FOR A REVOLUTIOMARY FROMT

The Balivion f=ft hos remained on the sidelines of this pro-
cess. |F from the stondpaint of the maosses the Bolivian polit-
ical process hes had the weoknesses that we have indicated,
it is due-fundomentally to the foct that the Bolivian left has
been oble neither to surmount its chronic weaknesses nor o
put Tself bock together again after the blows it has suffered
through repression. If the mosses da nof advance further and
if the dictatemship, in spite of ks weokness, is able to re-
solve its erisis and ifs intemal conflicts, it will be becousa
of this insufficiency of the parties that claim adherence to
the workers and revolutionory movement, parties whese
situation has been made much mere precarious by the Chilean
coup d'eftat, which has worsened the isalotion of militants
and leaders in exile in Chile from those working inside the
country.

Confronted with the violence of the repression end the dif-
ficulties of relounching spen political sruggle in Bolivia,
certoin porties hove changed their line and their perspective
instead of forming and accumulating the forces needad to
ovarcome fhese difficulties. In 1972 the left was united in
fhe mtf-ﬂh fevoluciorario Anti-lmperialista —- Revelu-
tionory AsSi-lmperialist Front) and was engoged in o struggle
for the owerfwow of the dictatorship and for sacialism. But
when i come e fo opply ond concretize the accords and
3 oF tha FRA the front was divided and paralyzed.
A secior of #he movement, irspirifed by the rapid new rise
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of the workers movement and by the semilegal funetioning
the dictatorship allowed the trode unions end feoled by the
offar of an electoral opening, beat a refreat; it substituted

a national-democrafic perspective for the socialist perspec-
five of the FRA ond turned agoinst the FRA, not in order to
criticize the FRA's inoctivity and to demonstrate the respon-
sibility of the parties that were dividing and paralyzing it,
but rather to criticize its clearly socialist character and the
hegemony of the proletariat within it. These sectors, forget-
ting the reality of the Bolivien class struggle, set themsalves
the task of finding other allies in order to form o broad front.

There have been two attempts at formation of a brood front.
The first was Lechin's, which scarcely succeeded in re-
grouping the two cammunist parties, the PRIN {Partido Revo-
lucionario Intransigente Mocional — Intransigent Revelu-
tionary MNational party), and the MMR of Giles Tuaze; that
is, three orgonizotions of the old FRA plus some sectors of
the MME, a party allied to the regime.

The other attempt was that of General Torres, who sought o
pull o Bolivian Peru. Like the other attempt, Torres's was
not able to group together the political forces warking inde—
pendently of the government.

The meaning of these attermpfs is quite clear. They flow from
o different conception of Balivian reality and of the charge-
ter of the revolution and, in real life, they coll into ques-
tion the proletorion hegemeny ond leadership of the revolu-
tionary process. From the stondpoint of gathering forces
together, they hawe in proctice remained inferior to the
FRA, in which nine orgenizofions participated. The organi-
zations of the "Poct of Four” and of Genercl Torres's front
see the pomsibility of forming nationalist povernments Tn
Balivia and proceed under the notion of revolution by stages
and allianece with the bourgeaisie. Because of the foct thot
the bourgecisie in Belivia supparts the dictatorship, they
are left with remnenks of the MMR and put their hopes in
winning over o section of the army.

The Bolivian situation itself throws the error of this position
inte sharp relief. The demacrotic opening, the elections,

the amnesty that would allow militents to reenter the country,
and so on, are clearly feeble illusions. For, in fact, the
Bonzer government is hardening ifs pelicy, preporing its op-
poratus for confronting the masses, and strengthening the
army agoinst the masses. Tha bourgeois sectors Frightenad by
the rise of the mosses ore continuing to line up with the re-
gime. In its turn, Peronism quickly revealed its real rightist
ard reactionary charocter by reaching an occord with Banzer.
The progressive bourgecisie that would open up o demecratic
peried in opposition to imperialism simply does not exist.

The theses of democratic nationalism are clearly showing
their limitations and their ermoneous character and todoy

lack defenders. The necessity of unifying the mosses, of
prossing farward the centralizoetion of their movements and

of developing a national leadership and the urpency of united
action of the workers and peoples parties ore what the situe-
tion demonds .

Revolutionary Marxists are advocates of the united front on
ane condition: that the bourgecisie does not participate ond
that ifs leadership be proleforion. This is exactly the sort of
front that is now appearing in the actions of the workers and
peasants who are faking on Banzer the gorilla. Revolutionary
Marxists must engage themselves inideologically crushing
deviations that are invelved in the two sorls of fronts that
have been set up, whose conception tends to turn the mames
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away frem their historie ejass objective and constitutes o
brake on the progress of the movement.

It is through this palitieal ackivity of clarification and
through strengthening themselves as a leadership that the
revolutionary Marxists will open the road to the trivmph of
the revolution.

THE ARMING OF THE MASSES, BASIC OBJECTIVE FOR
OVERTHROWING THE DICTATORSHIR ARD INSTITUTING
SOCIALIEM

The immediate perspective that flows from the situation fs
clear. The government on the ene hand and the masges on
the other have entered a dynamic that i leading to confron-
tation. An Ovando-type salution or & democratic cpening

is unfikely.

To be sure, the dictatorship hos boen weakened by losing
rmuch of the social base from which it drew support to come
to pewar. That is why it is folerating a certain amount of
functioning by the werkers crganizations. We must utilize
all these legal or illegal possibilities, all the while remain-
ing conscious of their limitations in order not to fall viskim
ta repression. Our goal is the overthrow of the dictatership
and we mist take advantage of the present conditions, both
in regard to the rise of the mass movement and the weak-
nesses of the regime, to advonce this process and to opan
the woy for the workers and pecsants government.

Cwr primary task is to prepare the masses ond to prepare
aurselves as o party. But preparation of the measses can en no
gccount be propagandistic or literary in charocter. To pre-
pare means to act, and o act means olo to prepere. This
means to abandon propogandism, verbalism, and general anc
abstraet declorations.

The masses in motion are confronting the dictetership, but
they are doing T+ in o disunited way. Our task is to further
integrate curselves info these struggles in order fo unify,
generalize, ond politicize the current mass struggles and to
present o tronsifional progrem that leads the masmses to the
conguest of power.

We must press for the amming of the masses, which s tied to
the formatian ond activity of ermed detechments of the
party. It is the party, with its armed actions end military
tears, that prepares and pushes ahead the arming of the
HEESEEs .

The course of events in Bolivia in the two months since the
above document weas writhen cononly confirm our analysis.
The explosion of the worker-peasant masses was held in chack
by the gevernment mainly becouse of the weoknesses and
deficiencies of the revalutionary leodership. But the revolu=-

tionary mavement, although held bock by the repression, s

‘continuing its internal development. The 100 peosante killed
‘and the thousands weunded during the fight ogainst the army

in Cochobamba sheck the whole Bolivien peasantry and
stimulated its palitical maturation. Within the warking closs
activity aimed at estoblishing o new revolutionary trode-
unien leadership is once agoin moving ahead. In the Factories
end mines differences have appeared within the present lead-
erships, or within sections of them. The Manufasturing Fed-
eration and the Miners Federation have besn censured in
assemblies for not hoving woged on energetic struggle in de-
fense of the interasts of the working closs. Further, the
necessity for centralization and unification of all the strug-
gles of the messes is becoming mere and more elear. Discus-
sions hove begen among the rank and File aimed at deter-
mining what actions must be undertaken o moke the COB
rise fo the present tosks.

If the Jonuary events shook the werker and paasant mowve-
ment, stimulating ifs politicel development, they alse struck
at the odministrative, palitical, and repressive epporatus of
the military gavernment. Differences have appeared within
the army, differences that were aggravated by Banzer's visit
to Bresilio and his opening of discusions with the Pinochet
government. There have elready been two cobinet crises
since the peasont massacre; they exposed the crisiz of the
dictotorship. Banzer saw the bases of his power shake and
felt the effect of his lock of sacial bose . Sa ke resorted to
a rew play in order to drum up some sunport == or 5o ha
hoped. Balivians have o deep=rooted desire to recover the
seaperts that Balivia lest during the 1877 armed oggression of
English impericlism and the Chilean aligarchy. The military
dictetarship decided to play on thet popular sentiment ,
Banzer oppeoled to the popularion fo unite fo settle this
preblem. In Cochobamba in early April ke ossembled 200
leaders of the beurgenis parties —- ex-presidents, ex-minfsrers,
ex-porliamentarions, directors of the privote sector, and
trade-union leaders. At that meeting he declored that the
present international canditions fovered winning @ “return +o
the sea." He osked those present to unite ina “holy allionce”
to fight for this geal. He pledged a cabinet of national unity
and asked for o social truca.

It wos an obwious maneuver. He asks for o social fruce from
the worker end pesant masses after having driven down their
living standord, while the bourgeoisie continues fo roke in
prafits. The workers ore supposed to rencunce their struggles
in favor of the "drive to the sea."” This is the meaning of the
social truce. The gorillos had failed in their attempt fo crush
the masses. So ta gain Hime they resorted to o demegogic
campaign. But even in this crea their proposals were blocked
by the political development of the workers movement. The
miners unicn even refused to participote in the Cochobombe
meeting, cenounced the farce, end demanded the lifting of
the state of siege and the granting of oreater freadem for the
functioning of the workers movamant.
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WE SALUTE THE RISE OF THE WORKER-PEASANT ALLIAMNCE
AND TS FIRST BATTLES AGAINST THE MILITARY DICTA-
TOREHIPL

By violently rejecting the Jonuary 2T economic meosures,
the workers and peasants and the commercial and banking



howve shaken the feundotions of the military gov=-
at. In the midst of the whirlpool of mobilizations and
gf3, the milltary dictotership appeared weak, lacking
=l ond political forces to support it. Banzer the gorills,
worted ogainst the mass mobilizations only by rifles,
Sonks, ond war planes, felt his end draw near.

We salute the Bolivian masses for their couroge, tenacity,
and heroism. Massacred so mony times, but never vanquished,
they took on thelr oppressors, standing erect once aodin.
Their actions in Lo Poz, Orure, ond especially Cochabamba,
showed the encrmeus petential of worker ond peasant com-
bativity which the dictatorship has been unable to destroy.
This js the historic forca that will liberate Bolivia fram
imperiolist oppression and capitalist exploifation!

We salute the pecsant mobilization of Cochabambe Valley,
which broke the mififory buresucracy's police—military con-
tral of the countrpide. We salute the worker-peasant alliance
that wos concrefized in the roodblocks and the barricades.
At ﬂnnhuh:rhhhﬁrﬂh‘;mﬂ peasants injtiated o
new period of shruscle ogoinst the dictatorship. The peasantry
was Tncorporaied inks sirugale of the side of the proletariat;
the mu]ahry'l. hﬁmﬂ- pecenniry hes bagun o be
broken even in the most ﬂr controlled regions; the wark-
ing clasm come oot of the o take control of the
of foctories s not enough —

. which is also hit by exploi-

o' policy of famine. It s
1 foday the most important

for ﬂ‘EﬁE S50

ry =ilitent:, cur comrodes of
e during the mobilizo-
B et i 15 P
peae 8o the memory of the decd,
fhe =y who fell wounded

during these :

The ‘mi |7ty S
But while it &

3 F!'m mest now be expected. Alrcady
cusation hos been rcuse-d that social con-

. Thot b mlr a smokeicreen o cover up the repres-
ion. And of the some fime the effecks of the économic
sensures ore looding to o constant rise in prices ond to

stronger attocks on the living stondard of the mosses.

The POR, Bolivian sectian of the Fourth International, calls
for continuing the struggle, beginning from the leve| ottained
in Jonuery, in order to respond to the dictatorship in an ever
mere intense way. [ris with thiz aim in mind that we make
the follewing proposals to the mosses, the krade-union
leaders, end the vonguard:

1. Coordinate the struggles for workers and peasant demands
that broke out during the last week in Jonuary Tn order to
unify the progrom of demaonds and bring together the actions
againtt the dictatorshlp. The response of the workers and a
section of the peasaniry o the price increoses in foodstuffs
wos immediate, but the protast sirikes and the demands they
raised were voried. We must avoid fropmenting the forces of
the moses -

Z. The renczon for the fragmentotion lies in the absence of o
centrolized revolutionary leadership. Seo we must throw our-
selves into the task of constructing such o leadership, begin-
ning by reaching inferunion agreements in the key sectors
[miners, manufacturers, white~callar workers, revelutionary
pecsants, afc.} and moving toward reconstitution of the
COB.

3. Raisc the level of the mass movement by unifying, gen—
eralizing, and politicizing 13 actions throwgh & program
that takes up the problems and demends of each sector, uni-
fies them, ond fuses them with the revolutionary perspactive
of averthrowing the militory dictatorship, the only way of
opening up the powibility of fulfilling the demands of the
masses. This progrom must be presented os an alternative
against everything Banzer does.

4. Generalize and orgonize the arming of the masses, a
task rhat wos ogain posed in real life during the worliar-
peasant clashes in Cochabamba and the skirmishes in Oruro
and La Paz. The trode-unisn militia thet are constantly
being reborn must be revitelized and united with the detach-
ments of the vanguord ergonizations. The old, traditional
militic, defemsive and short-lived in chorocter, must go
beyond thot form of orgonizafion ond give rise fo the Rev-
olutionary Workers, Peasants, and Pacple's Army.

5. For o policy of united fronl for cencrete action capable
of stimulating the struggles of the masses for their economic
and political demonds.

The latest events have once again thrown into relief the
erisis of leadership in the Belivian pelitical process: the

rise of the moss movement on the one hond and the atemize-
tion of the vanguard on the other. The reformists and Stalin-
ists are working n the exoct wrong direction. They are des-
perately seeking so-called progressive bourgesis sectors fo
unite with instead of secking the revalutionery unity of the
peasants, the workiers, and the vonguard.

sri lanka

The following is the text of e political resolution approved
by tha Central Committee of the Lanka 5oma Samajo party
(Revolutionory], 5 Lanke section of the Fourth International .

relation to the Common Pro-
e SLEP/LSSE/CPIM) have

 of which were published
of Ceylon

brom the UNP ot the end of May 1970. One is the Open
Letter addressed to members of the L55P in August 1967, The
other is the Manifesto, titled "The Way Forward for the
Masses, " issued by the party in connection with the general
election of 1970, These theses are as follows:

{1) The Common Progromme was not designed to lead to the
establishment in Ceylon of o "Socialist Democrocy, " as 1t
was made out to ba, bot to promate the interests of the
Ceylonese bourgesisia, within the framework of capitalist
property relations, and subject, corsequently, to the con-
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tinuing domination of Imperialism over the economy us o
whole.,

(2) The programme did not even threaten sarious inroods

upen existing capitalist praperty in the plentotions er in in-
dhetry. What was really envisaged was increased contral by
the capitalist state in certoin sectors of the economy, in
order to sustain ond assist in the development of the dominont
private sector, with an increased share for the Ceyloness
bourgeoisie in the copitalist exploitation of Ceylon.

{3) With private ownership in the plantations and in indus—
trial entarprisas left intact, and with esential sections of
the import/export trode also left in privote hands, no radical
change ever eould be expected in Ceylon's existing relations
with Imperialism.

{4) Talk of fighting bureaucracy, bribery and corruption,
blackmarketing etc., within the framework of the capifalist
administrative system would prove to be completely futile.
Within that framework likewise, falk of sssociating workers
in the management of stote enterprises, or of associating
trode unions and the people in general with the preparation
and carrying out of economic plans, would prove to be

empty.

{5) Existing inequalities of the racial minarities and vorious
forms of discrimination agoinst them would be preserved. The
vost moss of the plantation workers would remain without
even the fundamental democratic right of fronchise.

(&) The Sinhala Buddhist masses, together with the naticnal
minorities, would remain subject fo the repressive legisla-
tion that the UNP government and previous governments had
used, mere and mere frequently, to restrict or o suppress
the democrotic rights ond civil liberfies of the people, in
the matter of strikes, demonstrations and other forms of maoss
action.

(7} The subordination of the LSSF, together with the CP, fo
the leadership of the SLFP in the United Front under the
Common Pragramme, hod brought the L55P into conformity
with Stalinist policies of class collaborotion with the so-
called national bourgeaisie, in the maintenaonce of capitalist
rule. In that context, the LSSP would be forced fo play the
rale of watchdog of the Coalition against the working class,
the landless rural mosses, and the ever=mounting numbers of
the unemployed, when they demonded odequate wages, land,
jobs and the like, and resorted fo any mas action in pur-
suance of their demands.

1t was on the basis of these theses that the Party declared as
follows, in its Manifesto of May 1970: "The bitter rith,
which the LSSP{R} considers it necessary for the masses to
understand, is that whaotever parliomentery regime maoy be
astablished following the general election of 27th May,
eapitalist nole and capitalist exploitation will continue,
with increasing unemployment and hardships for the mosses
of the pecple, and with increasing likelihoad of the supres-
sion of the democrotic rights of the massas, ond thaeir com-
plete regimentation even, in the interests of the praservation
of copitalist rule.”

" The correciness of these theses has been borne out by what

haos happened since the United Front Government tock office
in June 1970,

THE COMSTITUTION AND THE EMERGEMNCY

The common desire of the parliamentary parties to presarve
bourgesis rule in Ceylon under o parliomentory regime wos
manifested by their joint participation in the procedure where-
by the members of Parligment, elected under the previous
{Soulbury) Constitution at the general election of May 1970,
sat oz the Constituent Assembly, to discuss and odopt o new
Constitution. The fwo main opposition parties, the UNF and
the Federal Porty, ultimately voted ogoinst the new Censti-
hstion, after having agreed on its most essentiol aspects for
the preservation of bourgeols rule.

The new Constitution gives expression to the pofitical sep-
aration of the bourgeois regime in Ceylon from that of
Britain, by the severance of its vestigial link with the
British Crown. Ceylon remains within the British Common-
wealth, howewver.

The Constitution hos estoblished o unicomeral legislature,
with provisions that are designed to minimise delays in the
enactment of new legislation and to free such legislation
from juridical review ofter enactment, thus aveiding legal
obstruction to the implementation of legislation thet is in=
tended to give effect to the Government's programme -

Existing inequalities In the use of the Sinhala and Tamil
languages in the odministration of the country hove been
perpetuated, with the Tamil language being denied the
stohs of an official languege, though ik limited wse in the
edministration and in the courts is given recognition.

The stafe less condition of the plontation workers of Indian
erigin, amangst other disabilities, hos also been perpetuated.

Fundamental rights and freedoms have been listed only for
citizens, but subject to whatever restrictions may ba pre-
seribed by law, in the interests of the capitalist class. Fur-
tharmore, specific provision hos been mode for the declara-
tion of o state of emergency at the diseretion of the Prime
Minister, as in the past, under the Public Security Ordi-
nance. All democratic rights and civil liberties are thus
copable of being suspended or restricted arbitrarily, when—
ever the Government of the day considers it expedient.

It is noteworthy that the new Constitution was adopted on
May 22, 1972, under the state of emergency declared in
Merch 1971, ond thet it is still being mainkained, long

affer the suppression of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna in
April 1971, though the threst that the JVP was said to hove
constituted to "public secority” was made out fo be the
reason for the original declaration of the state of emergency.

The new Constitution and the continuance of the state of
emergeney under it thus brings out the incapacity of the
Ceylonese bourgeaisie to maintain ifs rule on a demecratic
basis, either for the national minorities or for the mosses.

- to be continued -
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