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editorial
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lication of this new journal of the Fourth International. We recall again that be-
cause of ifs international mode of distribution, INPRECOR can survive only if a
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BRITAIN

WILSON, AT

AN IMEPASSE

by JOHN ROSS _

In the first ten weeks of the new Labour government in Britain
the trode=union and Lobour party bureaucracy have been ot-
tempting to give some credibility to the “Social Controct”
strotegy thet was Labour's main plank in the eleetion. Butso
far all Wilsen ard company hove proved is that under the
present sacial, economic, and political conditions in Britgin
it is impassible te recreste a credible integrationist strategy
af the type that Labour pursuved after ik electoral victories

in 1954 and 1964,

The Economic Crisis

The basic concept of the Social Controct iz that the Labour
government will make coneessions fo the werking class on the
social field in return for which the trode-union bureaucrocy
will ogree to a \ll::lll.rnh:lr}r INCemss pﬂlil::;. The first basic ob=
stacle to the Secial Cantract is that the present econamic
situation of British capitalism allews no room for moking any
significont concessions to the working class.

The economic crisis-in Brirain hos recched very severe pro-
portions. Projections for the rate of inflation are as high as
15-20 parcent. The balance of payments deficit this year will
prabably excead £3,000 million. Unemployment it rising and
is expacted to reach 800, 000 or | millicn by Christmas. Some
sectors, for example construction and aute, are already in
recession. |ndustrial outpot this year will fall by sround 2-
396.

Mast impartant of all, the profits end liguidity situation is
disastrous. At the height of the 1970-71 recession the net
deficit an flow of Funds for British copitalist industries was
slightly cver ER00 million. This yeor already the projected
deficit iz £5, 000 million. The Economist spelr out very clearly
the implicaticns of this for British capitalism. It stated that
firms "will ba unoble to borrow anything like £5,000 million,
-+ - |rateod thay will be forced to scrap investment, declare
redundancies, ond sometimes declore themselves barkmpt.”

The economic situation is new producing something cloe 1o
daspair inside the ruling elass. The influsntial MNatianal In-
stitute of Ecoanomic and Social Research noted in fts March
report: "It is not often that ¢ government finds itself con-
fronted with the posibility of a simultonesus foilure fo
achiave all four of its moin policy objectives == of adequate
economic growth, full empleyment, o satisfactery balance of
poyments and reasonably steble prices.” This prognosis is
clearly shored by the centrol apparatus of the stote, This
April, in an unprecedented move, the Treasury refused fo
publish iks projections for the evelution of the aconomy next
year.

The most dramatic expression of the views of the ruling class
has been given by the stock market. Since the high point of
May 1972 the value of the stock morket has fallen by 505,

Under these conditions the economic concessions the Labour
gavernment hos made to the werking claoss == freezing rents
for one year, cutting milk ond breod prices, incregsing pen-
sions —- are merely drops in the ocean, no matter how popu-
lar in the short=term. The real living stondard of the worlking

class is already folling. It will drep by about 2-5 percent
this year. For some sections of the workers, it will fall st
further. This is quite apart from the mossive cutbacks that are
now hitting heusing, health, educaticn, ond oll areas of
social expenditure.

and the Workers Response

Despite the extremely smoll concessions the Labour govern—
ment can make to the workers, the trade-union bureaucracy
is of eourse meking valiont efforts to sell the Social Centrect
to the mosses. Len Murray, Secretary of the Trades Unjon
Congress (TUC), declared thar the new Labour gevernment
had “put forwaord a wery pesitive and echerent progromme”
and warned: “If we heve nething fo give governmant they
will have nothing to give us.” In line with this view the TUC
hos already pledged o Iry to keep wage incrooses (except
for the lowest-paid workers) down to the rote of Tncrecie in
the cost of living and to try to intervene to prevent strikes,
perticulerly wildcat strikes.

But the problem for the government is twofold. First, the real
pawer in the frade-union movement does not [le with the TUC
but with the individual uniens. While the individual bureau=
crafs also try to support the Social Contract, the relationship
of forces between the mosses and the burcaucrocy within the
individual unions §s for les favourchble to the leadership then
that batween the mosses s o whale and the TUC. Secend,
the relationship of forces has been furmed egainst the buregu-
cracy by the working-class victories wen agoinst the bour-
gecisie in the miners shiike, in the fall of the Heath govern-
ment, and == since Lobour came fa power —- in the suecessful
strike of engineering workers cgainst the seizure of their
union's ossefs by the Motional Industrial Relations Court. All
these struggles demensfrated fo very wide loyers of the work-
ing clase, including thiose thot did not enter the fight cgainst
the Tery incomes policy, that militont stroggle poys.

lizeause of the ecancomic end social crisiz and the relation-
skip of forces that now cxists batween the closes, the return
of the Labour govarmmant hos nat been followed by o cessa-
tien of real skuggle. While there hes been a slackening of
mass struggle compared to the paried before the election,
there has been no downturn an the order of the ones following
the elections of 1944 and 1984, Mar hos there been o slock-
ening of wage demands, Despite the foct that most unions
have accepted Phase Three of the Incomes Palicy, there have
been af least four imporfant actions by sections of the working
closs on basie trade-union questions since the Labeur govern=
ment was elected. The First was a strike and demonstration of
15,000 Londen teachers on their cloim for poyment for the
high ecst of living. The second is the strike of local govern-
ment workers in London on the same issue. The third was the
strike by engineering workers. The fourth wes o demonstra-
Hon of 5, 000 nurses. This is Tn addition ta certain smaller
cctions like the strike of bank employess.

What is significant about all these struggles s the extremely
minimal influence the Labour government has been able to

exerl in getfing them called off. Employmant Secretary Mi-
chael Foot did persuade the engineering unicn fo call off ifs
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ovartima ban and to ecespt the emplovers' pay offer — that
had been expected anyway. Buf Feot totally foiled to pesuade
the same union to break il palicy of nan-recognition of the
trdustrial Relations Court. Pleas by the Lobour government
were alio rejected by the local government workers ond
teachers.

Lobour hos alse hed no success in persvoding the union con-
ferences to reduce their pay ‘claims for the outumn and winter.
The electricians union voted against the odvice of its execu-
tive to re—ocpen negotiations on the wage agreement it hod
eonclioded under Phase Three of the Incomes Policy. The teach-
ers union is putting in for a 37 percent increase on the bosic
rate. The Post Office workers and seamen hove decided o

ask For massive increoses. The miners ond enginesring workers
will almost certainly decide to put in for very lorge wage in-
creases —— batwean 25 and 100 pereent —— at their conference
later in the year.

TR T

A further couse of concern for the Lobour government is a
passible elash on the so-called threshold agreements. These
are a very distorted form of sliding scale of woges whereby
far every increase in prices in @ yeor aver 7 percent workers
receive a small increase in pay. These hove now been nego-
tioted by about 4 millien warkers. Although these agreements
do not offer mueh pratection for the workers wages, for the
bourgeoisie they are absolutely disastrous in o sTtuation of
15 or 20 percent inflation. The March 2% Financial Times
reported that the Confederation of British Industry, the main
employers' asseeiation, was ferrified of a "threshold band-
wagon'" with as many as 10 million workers negotiating for
threshold cgreements. Certainly pressure is mounting in the
warking closs for some form of protection ageinst inflation.
Labaur is worried abaut this prospect; Dennis Healy, Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, went out of his way in his budget
speech to attack thresheld egreements.

While the mest likely prospect is not an Immediate upsurge
an the wages question, it iz neverthaless clear that the can-
tral peint of the Social Controct, the Incomes Policy, 1z al-
ready gravaly undarmined . A mess of combustible material
is gethering which in the autumn or more probably in the
spring will almost esrtainly lead to on even bigger working
class axplasion than that of 1972 or of last winter.

Chile, Ireland and the Common
Market

But if Labour is already running info problems on the wages
frant, this is nothing compered to the contradictions it is
|:||1'\¢r:ld:}r tﬁug’ﬂ in on ather fronts.

The first flash point has become Chile, When it was in oppo-
sition, the Labour party adopted a demagegic fefrist position
on Chile. It pledged to cut off aid ond to end diplomatic
recegnition of the junta. Allende's ambassadar was given a
sfanding ovafion af the Lobour party conference. But once
in offica, Lobour found itself in o very different situation.
Wmshington i3 undoubted|y exerting very big pressure, Dip-
lamatic refations with Chile have nat bean cut off. At the
meeting of the Club of Paris representatives of the Labour
government did not vote against the decision to let the junra
postpone repayments of more than E300 millisn in inferna-
tiorol credits. Lobour's decision to cut off direct British aid,
which cmounts to less than £500, 000, has not succeeded in
disguising its real palicy, The issue eome to o heod with
Labour's decision ta allow £50 million worth of noval ships
and eguipment to be delivered to the junta, This decision
has been widely condemned inside ond eukside the Labour
party. Two junior ministers, Eric Heffer and Joon Lestor,
have aHacked Labour's policy publicly, ai has the general
secretary of the Lobour party. Meanwhile, rwo members of
the Cabinet, Michoe! Foot and Tony Benn, are known te be
leading a fight insida the government against the decision.
Warkers repairing osro engines Tn East Kilbride and building
frigates in Clydeside have blacked military orders for Chile,
ond on May 5 1ome 8,000 to 10,000 pecple demonshroted in
Lendon ogainst the government's decision.

Tha second flosh point has become lreland. The results of the
general election in the Morth of Ireland were disostrous for
the policy of the British ruling closs. OF twelve seats in the
Morth only enewas won by a candidate supporting the Sun-
ningdale agreement  drown up by the British gevernment
and the Dublin regime. The election was also followed by o
new military offensive by the Provisional IRA, half o regc=
tion agoinst Protestant ond ormy violence and half an attack
to force Labour's hand. This caompaign recched os high o lavel
as any in the lost fve yoors ond refuted the myth that the
milifary capacity of the [RA hos been becken by the repres—
sion. In this eantext, the British government was unable o
increose its eencessions fo the Loyalists, thus precipitating
the Loyalist general strike and the fall of the Morthern lre-
land Exeeutive. Labour is now in an impossible pesition. If
it imposes direct rule with new concessions to the Protestont
Loyalists this will both further cement the Republicon moses
around the [RA and will almest certainly be unccceptable to
sections of the Labour party. On the other hand if Labour
goes for the withdrewal of troops, which is mest unlikaly,
this policy would result in the government being brought
down in Porliament, signaling the complete defeat of the
British bourgeoisie's political strategy for Ireland.

Labour s caught in a dilemma by these developments. On
the one hand there is increasing pressure in Sritain for the
withdrawal of the frocps from the MNarth of lreland. Lebour
has been Forced to fly certain kites on this issue. Defence
Minister Mason is reporfed to have stated that the troeps



could not be kept in Ireland indefinitely. On the other hand
the Labour govarnment has refused even such minimal con-
cessions os mrarsferring the Price sisters, the main Irish polit-
ical prisoners in Brituin, to jails in the Narth of lreland
where their relafives could visit them. [t has alse refused fo
really end internment =~ let alone withdrow the British troops.
The only significont concession made has been ta legalise the
political arm of the Pravisional IRA. But aven this wos coun-
terbalanced by legalising the Ulster Voluntesr Force == o
Protestant orgenisation, formerly terorist. While the politi-
cal (25 opposed to military) weekness of the [RA s still o

big problem in the situalien, erificism of Labour's palicy in
Ireland is mounting steadily.

On the key fssue of British membership in the Common Mar-
ket, Labour is caught in almost inseluble contradictions .

For the deminant sections of the British ruling closs staying

in the EEC is a life=or-death question. But for electoral rea-
sons, when it was Tn apposition Labour pledged itsalf fo re-
negatiate the terms of British entry ond to hold o refarendum
on the outcome of the renegotiation. It is not likely that
either the ruling class or the Lobour porty could allow such

a referendum to foke ploce. |t is openly ocknowledged that
the averwhe lming majority of the working elass and o sub-
stantic] majority of the population ax & whale faveurs with-
drawal from the Commen Market. Labeur i3 therefore ropped.
To allow the referendum would be fo completely break with
the immediate interests of the bourpesisie. The ruling class
would at ence bring down the govemment and would mount
enormous pressure o split the Labour party. The Labour lead-
ership, which does not ar all want o withdraw from the EEC,
is therefore very carefully avoiding coming out openly egainst
the Market!. Foreign Secretory Caollaghan soid in the House
of Commens on April 3 that "we are trying to see whether the
others will enable us to get o foir bargoin which, when put
to the Beitish people, will enable us to stay in."

If Labour doas not allow a referendum on EEC membership,
the anger of the working closs and even of the left of the
Labaur party will be enormous. The Lobour gevernment will
try to buy time on this. [f will by to continue the regotia-
tions with the EEC until ar leost after the next general elee-
Hon. But the Common Market issue is o time bomb that could
cxplode at any time and could tear the Labour party apart.

In addition to these central questions thare is also o series of
repressive acts that Labour is either supporting er earrying
out itself, Six workers imprisoned at Shrewsbury for picket=
ing are still in jail. The fines levied on various unions undar
the Industrial Relations Act are not being repaid. Labaur
councillors fined at Clay Cross for defying the Tory's Housing
Finonce Act are still being fined and disqualified from office.
The armed speciol patrol groups are still in existence . And
finally, although Labour has onnounced repeal of the retro—
octive force of the Immigration Act, it has refised to alfow
the hushands of immigront women worliers into the country —
a truly despicable rocist decision that has been condemned
even by sections of the liberal bourgeoisie.

To complete the situation, an importent series of bribery and
corruption scandals have broken out thot directly and indi-
rectly involve Labour politicions, including the deputy leader
of the party and the leader of the House of Cammars.

These contradictions and struggles reflect ing the objective
crisis of British imperialism all have an extremely importent
effect on the tempo and development of the clos struggle.
First they mean that Labour, far from getting hwo years of
relative claoss peace as it did efter 1764, ha: been almast im-
mediately confronted with a series of struggles — struggles

that shaw clearly the qualitative decline of Labour's organi-
sational held over the werking elass since the early 1980s.
Socond, it makes it extremely unlikely thot Labour will be
able to repeat the 1954 and 1766 experience of turning a
very small majority in Parlioment (in this cose a little less
than @ majority) intc o lorge majority and completing five
years of rule.

But if Lobour iz already running into opposition from the
working class, Tk relation to the ruling elass is no batter.
Wilsan's plan when he came to office was gquite clear. He
hoped that by gronting concessions fo the working class he
could secure on Incomes Palicy ond thus win ruling closs sup-
port of his government. But the ruling class remains profoundly
unconvinced that the Labour government can contrel the work-
ing closs. Day after day this is spelt out by oroans of the
ruling class. In the April issue of its monthly industrial rele-
tions bulleting the Confederation of British Industry wrote:

"It is, of course, well understood that the Labour Party hos

a special relationship with the trode union mavement. . . .

If indeed the proposals (for the Social Contract — INPRECOR)
ware successful in bringing about Tndustrial harmony, which
weas not achieved at the cost of bribery ond inflation, it
would be o warthy prize. Employers will, however, be scep-
tical and past history could not moke them otherwise. ™ [+ also
accused the government of "ecting simply os the political

arm of the TUC." Similarly, the Financial Times commented
on the first negatiations between the government and the

TUC: "This is encouraging as for ds it goes; how far it goes
only expericnce can dermoratrate. |t is worth bearing in mind
however that on the previous day the general secretary of the
TUC had stated that it could commend policies fo s members
but not instruct or command them, ™

The Government and the Ruling Class

Most forthright of all has been The Economist, which openly
condemns the Social Contract os unwarkoble . In 1= March 30
imue it wrote, "The TUC will not keep any social controcts. ™
And Tn ik April 19 fssue, commenting en the sukcome of the
electricol trode union’s conference, it wrote: "Mr, Wilson
hos been shawn that the rank and file electricians have no
e for the social controct. Mo union hos moderated its woge
claims since he tock office. . . . the surrender to the miners
is being widely quoted not only by the traditional milirants
but by such ultra-mederate union officials os Mr. Geoffrey
Crrain of the locol government officers and Mr. Sidney
Weighell of the rajlwaymen."

Im this situation the chances of Lobour winning any signifi-
cont ruling cles suppart for its govermment is just about nil.
Ever since Labour foiled to integrate the uniens in 1954-70,
the fundamental evelution of baurgeois strategy has been to—
wards @ strong state; and Labour does not fit into that parspec-
tive as a governing party. In the present conjuncture nat
merely a leftist government but even o weak and vacillaling
one s unccceptable to the ruling class. The only candition
that the ruling closs wants satisfied before it removes Labour
fram office by o perliomentary manceuver s ensuring that no
massive working-cless response, either electoral or extrapar-
liomentary, will follow the defeat of the government. This
cendition has not yet been met, ond the ruling closs is hold-
ing bock. But the bourgecisie colculates quite conscious|

that the rightist policies of Labour will demenalise the work-
ing clos and ereate the conditions wheraby the Labour gowvern—
ment can be safely everturned. Thus the Financial Times re-
ported that "the Conservative hierarchy now believes thot its
best chance of winning o general election is if it con keep
tha government in office until af least next March when Mr.
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Dennis Healy, Chancellor of the Exchequer, weould be forced
by ecanomic and international pressures fo produce a really
draconion budget.” In an attempt to prevent Labour from
calling and winning a summer general election, the Tory
porty is refreating an the parliomentary front, for example
on the Industrial Relatisns Act, while digging up scondols,
for example on land speculation, to hurl at the Labour party.

Meamwhile integration has already broken dewn ot so many
social levels that the logic of repression and the move towards
the strong state continues. Only the form of the odvonce hos
changed. Under the Teries the cutting edge of the bourgecisie
was central, governmentally-organised repression. Under
great prassure from the masses, Labour in office is for less
able to carry out such a policy. The cutting edge of the re-
prassion has therefore been trarsferred to hundreds of indi-
vidue!| bourgeois ond their agents. Thus we have seen in the
last week real ocks of repression by judges {imprisonment for
long terms of black youths armested for resisting the paolice in
Londan), by the Industrial Relations Court (£47,000 fine

against the Enginearing Unian), by the police (ever 150 shu-
dents arested on picket lines at the Universify of Essex), by
university authorities {suspersion of eightean students af the
University of Oxford), etc. These comstitute the beginning
of the bourgesis counter-attack, an atfock which will un-
doubtedly culminate in the ruling class making a determined
effort to remowve the Labour government.

The problem for the bourgesisie i not whather it wants fo
get rid of Labour but what it con credibly reploce it wirh,

A Liberal-Comservative coalition weuld result in the elec-
tore| annihilation of the Likerals et the next elaction. A
simple Tory government might leod to a vielent werking-closs
response, and in any case Heath has shewn no ability Tn the
last few years to make serious inroads into the orgonised
strength of the working clms. A grand coolition of Labour
ard Teries is prabobly impessible given the pressure of the
masses on the Labour perty. An openly right-wing Labour
gevernment far a few years could lead to on electoral anni-
hilation of Labeur, but this strategy relies on the buregucrats
agresing te commit palitical suicjde, which is not likely.
The Bonapartist menoeuverings of Powall are oo dongerous for
the main sections of the ruling cless to see in them o solution
at present.

1t is therefore not likely that the political deadlack reflected
in the elaction resulis {with na party gaining @ majerity) will
be rapidly avercome. For Labour to resolve the deadleck and
create o moss dynamic it would be necessary to complete o
recrientation fo the left. This is unlikely to ccour while Lo-
bowr is in offica. For tha ruling clas f create a mass dyno-
mie in its fovour it would be necessary for it to overcome its
internal divisions. But that presupposes the bourgeoisic-over-
coming the economic crisis to some extent. And o precondi-
tion for that is weokening considerably the organisatisnal
strength of the working ¢lass. But the ruling cles is in erisis
precisely because it has nat been able to achieve this.

The enly parspective is therefore of a definite period of bour-
geais palitical deadlock and paralysis. The Economist, in
commenting on the engineers strike, summed up its view in
the fallowing way: "Mr. Wilson's Government has had the
first of what will be it many confrontations with the gquestion
‘who rules Britain' and . . . Mr. Foot and o donor with

&

£55,000 more money than corstifutfonal sense have persuoded
Mr. Hugh Scanlen (the Engineering Union leader) to cecept
their assurance that, s6 for a5 con be mode legally possible,
four left wing trade union leoders meeting in Peckham do.
The guestion end the trouble will therefore reeur. . . .

“This reises the gravest questiens of where Britain is going
comstitutionally, but nobody likes to ask these guestions.

.« o« Industrially, it is inviting @ lot of strikes next winter.
The unions heve shewn that even an illegal strike against the
tule of law brings fthe gevernment and anonymous copitalist
peacemakers hostening to bear gifts: so it will be even harder
next winfer for moderate leaders to resist militant demands
for electricity strikes, water strikes, other power sirikes,
sewage sirikes, hespital strike, the lat,

“Bolitically, this coming groundswell of strikes reinforces

the danger to Mr. Wilsan that Labour . . . will find Ttself
losing the next alecfion after all; but its fall weould not'do
much naticnal good because the chastened Conservotives —-
reading hew tha country rescted to confrontation == now have
little or no intention of resisting trade union dictation aither.
The militonts would continue with their plans for disruption
at exactly the same pace against the Conservafives os against
Labour, while saying that the refurn of the wicked Tories

had caused them to heat their actiors up.”

The Econamist probably underesiimates the temporary effect
the fall of the Lobour government would have on the working
elags. But tha sour, cynical, and despairing note of this edi-
torial well sums up the current views of the maore thoughtful
representotives of the ruling cless-

ERRATUM

The article "Political and Economic Crisis of the Saigon Re-
gime, " published on pp. 15-18 of INPRECOR Mo.0, confains
two errors. The population of South Vietnom is referred to as
27 million. The proper figure is 17 million. COn page 18 e
article cites NLF leoder Mguyen Huu The os insisting on fthe
“necessity for defining the representatives of the third force
as nendemeoerotic. ™ The sentence should reed "necessity for
defining the resresentatives of the third force according to
their attitude toward the demecratic road.”




FRANCE

the presidential elections

(1) ULTS OF THE
SFCOND ROUND

by CHARLES MICHALOUX

Giscard d'Eshaing, crushed ameng the workers, beafen omang
the people under thirty-five years old, ignored by pecple
under twenty=one and by the 3 million immigrant warkers,
none of whom eould vate, wet elected president by o minorify
of the French paoulation. He will not last the seven years of
his term. In foct, he will probably not even last five vaars.

Giscard waged o compoign dominoted by time=worn incana-
tions about the “red threat, " anollusicn taithe possibility of
mambers of tha Communist porty -holding migisterial pasts in
a Mitterrand covernment: Through this -:um#ui‘._qn he manogad
to gat 50_7 percent of the vates cast. | The dbstention rate
wis the |awest ever ina French election, 13 porcent.) As
against this, Francois Miterrand got 49,3 peecent of the
vate, that is, more than 13 millian of the 27 million votes
cogt.

In other words, Giscord ewes his election to opproximately
200,000 votes out of 27 million!

The election gave o distorted reflection of the cles reletion-
ship of forees (distorted to the detrimant of the werking class).
But the vole achiewved by Mitterrond wos noretheless impres-
Sives.

The Mitterrand Vote: a Class Vote

It remaing to be estoblished whather the election really
omounted to an eleciaml expression af tha 5|r||_ra'\g||:' waged
by the warking class as & whole agoinsr the bourgesisie, Thot
is, it remains to be established whether Mitterrand's condi-
docy was o working—class candidacy or an dperalion stoged
by one section of the bourgesisie ogoinst ancther, like the
Perén compaign in Argenting, or even (under complately
different circumstances) like the McGovern campaign in the
United States.

To be sure, Mitterrand compaigned to become the “president
of all the French pecple." His speeches ware full of reassur-
Ing dec laretions ta the cupfrdl]ﬂs e n:l:m-:”iatﬂr}r avertures
to the Gaullists.

Mitterrend considerably watered dawn the dalready diluted
Common Program of the Lnfan de la Gauche (Union of the
Left), the progrom worked aut just befare the March 1573
legislative elections by the Communist ond Socialist parties.
But was there anything new in that? Was thet any recson for
the Trotskyist militants of the Front Communiste Révolution-
naire fo reject ¢alling for a vote fo Mitterrand on the second
round?*

| To arswar this question affitmatively -- os did certain very

| timy sectors of the vengeard, both In Fronce and intermnation—
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ally - would essentially meon that the decision to call or
not to eall for @ vote for o condidate of a reformist porty or
bloc depends primarily on the progrom the party or bloc de-
velops during an alectore| campaign.

Bust that would be wrong. In cerfain situetions revelutionary
communists can call for o vote to o candidate, party, or
bicc if that candidate, party, of bloc meets the fundamental
critarion of baing part of the workers movement. This can be
dare in spite of and ogainst the reformist progrom of cless
eollaboration developed by the candidate.

Mitterrand, the first secretary of the Socialist party, was the
common candidate of the Communist party, the Secialist par-
ty, the Parti Socialiste Unifig (United Socialist party, o cen-
trist group); and of the big central trade-union federations,
the CGT (Confédération Génsrale du Travail -- General
Canfedaration of Laber) and the CFDT {Confédération Fran-
gaise Démesratique du Travail — French Democratic Con-
federotion of Laber), o well as of the united teachers union,
the FEM {Fédération d'Enselgnement Mationale -~ National
Teachers Federation).

In this sense, Mitterrand was the single candidate of all the
big workers orgonizations, with all the reformist tendencies
(Stalinist, Sccial Democretic, ond centristl-supporting him.
The only fly in the aintment was the left radicals, @ bour-
geais grouplet eomposed of flotsom and jetsam from the old
Rodical parky, the dominant palitical farce in the pre-second-
world-war Third Republic. The left redicals® presence in the
Unisn de lo Gavehe, and therefora in the allionce of forces
supparting Miterrand Tn both rounds of the election, ob-
viously expresses the desire of the refarmist leaders to win a
stamp of approval from the moderates in order to "recssure”
the petty-bourgescis layers whase votes thay were after.

But mobody con seriously argue that the presence of the left
radieals in the Union de lo Gaouche and in the allionce sup-
parting the Mitterrand candidocy is sufficient te make the
Union de la Gauche e popuelar front in the precise and tradi-
tional serse of the word: @ coalifion of reformist workers par=
ties with one {or several) :fgnirfcﬂr‘:! bourgeois parties, o3
was the case in France ond Spain in 1936 ond Fronce ond
lraly in 1945,

In the last legislative elections (March 1973) the left rodi-
cals, who ran candidates on ballet slofs reserved far the
Secialist party, got only 2 percent of the vole, that is, less
than the revalutionory candidates of the Ligue Communiste
and the Lutte Ouvridre group.

Their presence in the Union de lo Gauche results not from @
conscious decision by o section of the bourgecisie to fry to
divert the ominaus rise in workken combativity through o pop-
ular=front operation, but rather from a decision by the 5P ond
CP to try ta breathe some life into a twenty-five-year-old
corpse purely For purposes of electoral propaganda. Likewise,
the support Mitterrand got in both rounds frem o handful of
dissident Gaullists reflected only the comic threshing abaut
praveked by the demise of the old regime. With de Gaulle
and Pompidou dead, and with Chaban-Delmas still=bom,
these dissident Gaullists just could net bring themselves to
vote For Giscard, the mon who hod spat in the face of their
aod, plotted behind the bock of his apostle, and driven the
last noil into the coffin of one of his saink.

But apart from this eleventh-hour support from o few Goullists
and center politicians, there was no section of the bourgeoi=
sie thot consciously adopted a policy of support to Mitterrand.

g

Af the very most, one can say that this was o portent of what
prabably would have hoppened had Mitrerrand waon the elec-
tion. There would have been a series of porliomentary mo-
neuvers and blacs before and after the disselution of the MNa-
tional Assembly and the holding of new legislative elections.
In their compaign the militonts of the Front Communiste Ré-
volutionnaire denounced this dynamic of colloboration with
o sector of the bourgesisie -~ parficularly by demanding that
Mitterrand not make any agreements with any significant
bourgeais party as o condition for their calling for a second-
reund wvote far him.

During the campaign Mitterrand did ol he could 1o reassure
the bourgenisia as to his intentions; he prasented himself as
the only possible guarentor of social peace. But he did net,
for example, cccept an offer of support from Jeon-Jocques

Servan-Schreiber, whom Miterrand refused to receive.

©On the morning of May 17 Frangais Mirterrand stood as the
candidate of the mejar reformist warkers organizations, mil-
liens of whose members saw him o5 the way to gaf rid of the
sixteen=-year-old regime despised by the averwhelming me-
jotity of the youth and the working cless. Perhaps Mitterrand
found himself in that positian despite himself. But thot is te-
tally secondary under the circumstances.

Revolutionary militants called for a vote far Mitterrand an
May 19 in spite of his class collaborationist progrom, for
Mitterrand was the representative of the reformist, Stalinist,
Secial Demacratic, and centrist leodarships that still repre-
sent the majority of the orgenized working cless. He hod
rallied ta his candidacy an enormous popular support that

was menifested in the huge compoign meetings be held in the
major eities in France (150,000 in Poris, 40,000 in Toulouse,
40,000 in Grenoble, 50,000 in Marseille, 23,000 in Mantes,
25,000 in Mancy) .

Revalutienary militants said to the workers: "You think that
you can change things with Mitterrand, that you con finally
get rid of the regime of exploitotion and cppression. We do
not think so, for we have confidence neither In Mitterrond
nar in the leaderships thot are supporting his candidocy. They
will rot defend the interests of the foiling masses, nor will
they bring us to socialism. And we said it even befare the
Fiest round, by running Aloin Krivine os a candidate.

"Byt while wa marched separately, we ore prepared todoy fo
strike together to bect Giscard and the reactionaries by wot-
ing for Mitterrand . If he loses, we cannot be held responsible;
if he wins, he will not be oble to toke advantoge of any de=
focHon os on excuse not fo put inte effect the minimus of
what he hes promised.

“If pitterrand wins, conditions will spon become moee fovor-
able to fighting for the workers ond peoples demands. Scf the
workers, right from this moment, must count only on their own
struggles fo win their demands and only on their own indepen—
dent arganization to defend their gains ond o forwosd.

"In this battle, we warn you that Mitterraond gnd the r=fommist
leaders that suppert him will be an obstocle in your path. IF
this seems unlikely now, you will scon have fhe experience
of being able to judge them by their actions. We are reody
to go through this experience with you. Against the bourpeois
right-wing and far-right bloc grouped oround Gissard, who
is the candidate of the employers and bankers, we will vore
with the workers for Mitterrand, but without giving him o
blank check ™

Thus, the vote for Mitterrand Tn no way implied any support,
even critical support, for him. It was simply o vote deter-




mined by the nbiecﬂw; effect a Mitterrand vietary would
hove had on the development of the class struggle in France.

The Importance of the
Electoral Shift to the Left

Thirteen million votes! More than 4% percent of the ballots
cast] Maver hos the left ochieved such an electoral score.

In 1934 the Populor Front candidates got about 48 percent of
the wote (one-third of tha! going to the Rodicals). In 1745
the French Secial Demoerocy and the Communist party got
about 45 percent. In bath coses the political conditicns were
completely different from these prevailing todey. The Social-
ists end Communists were then part of the antifascist Mational
Unian [1934) or of the Resistance (1943} . The reformist par-
ties have never come close to the vote percentoge they aot
this time. Mot in 1954 (when they got 42,69, nat in the
second reund of the 1945 presidential election (45.5%
against de Gaulle), not in the March 1967 legislative elec-
tions (43.736), ond not in the Mareh 1973 legislative elec-
tions [44.794). Taking into account the increase in the num-
bar of voters ond the wery low abstention rate (133 in metro-
palitan France, not counting the colenies), such a high score
inconrestably reflecks the upsurge of worker combativity and
the aftereffects of the May 1968 general strike, the lessons
of which have little by little sunk Tnto the consciousness of

a whale generation of workers.

In effect, both the Unian de la Gauvche formed before the
tarch 1973 legislative elections and the Mitterrond condi-
docy represent the reformists' belated response to the big
sheke-up of May "42. Beyond the electoral promizes ord lit-
anies, it is the May 68 shock wave thot is now hitting French
political life. And within the waorking class the cument de-
bate ord discussion clearly revalves around the question of
what rood to socialism, "reformist” or "revolutionary, "

This woerkers upsurge, now in full swing, connot be halted
[and still less broken) by on electoral setback of a few hun-
dred thousend vores aut of 27 million. |t would be naive to
expect the masses of the working class to drow ontielectoral-
ist conclusions: that elections don't pay off, thet anly strug-
gle pays off. But cerfainly the workers howe fested and mea-
sured their strength, and they felt victory within their grosp.
There will be o few weeks of disappointment; but it will ot
fast.

It's @ contradictory thing. The unprecedanted left vate will
provide the struggles of the workers and yeuth & pelitical
perspective —-even if o reformist one — that was locking
during the 1748 offensive; but at the some time, the results
{which came close te the big 50 percent barrier, close enough
to have fallen short only becouse of electoral freud) will con-
tribute to mointaining electoralist illusions. Officially, no
elections are scheduled before the 1978 legizlative electians
and the presidential elections of 1977 [if Giscard serves o
five-year term) or 1981 {if he serves a seven—year ferm).

This obviously makes the situation s:hn'bewhﬂr difficult for the
Union de lo Gouche, the CF ond the 5P, In view of the
present lavel of workers combativity, they will be hard put

to tell the workers to "wait until next fime” and to urge them
to be patient.

Mitterrand himself faels this ond knows it. On the night of
May 19 Giscard saluted his "unfortunate opponent.” Mither-
rand answered by saying that "once again the formidable
power of money has rushed into the breach to bar the daar

to the forces of labor and youth.” And when he again took
up his funcHores as first secretary of the Secialist party, Mit-

terrand even declared that there should be "ne ruce, no let-
down® and that "the fight goes on. " The Mitterrand campaign
did achieve one of its cbjectives: the reintegration of the CF
inte naticnal palitical [ife after of peried of ghettoization.
The idea has been put gcross, even ho the most perspicacious
secton of the bourgeoisia, that there might hove to be some
Communist ministers in the government someday . Mitterrand
and the refarmist leaders know very well that in a tense, even
explosive economic and social situation with @ regime that
will not easily find its eguilibrium, they con appeor os the
saviors of esfablished society. Becouse of the pood-conduct
pledoes offered by the CP and the guorantees supplied by
Mitterrand end the 5P, a part of the bourgesisie is much
more inelined now than at the beginning of the election cam-
paign to consider this possibility in the event of a sericus
erisis.

Thiz confirms that the Unisn de lo Gauche could become the
Baurgeoisia's last resort in cose of crisis —— the Union de lo
Gauche o such, including the CF and wi thout the addition
aof any new bourgesis component or any shift in alliances.

The Fall of Gaullism: an Irreversible

Turmn

In the newspapers the day after the second round, the bour-
geoisia treated ifs triumph rather modestly. Wes this just cau-
tion? A femporory toctic designed fo toke the edge off the
clash between the two political and sociol blocs that was re-
flected in the cities and countryside during the election?

The real reason is at once more simple and mare profound.
The analysis of the elections should be viewed in the context
of the differences between parliomentary and presidential
regimes. Under parliamentary democracy, the government is
led by members of perliament ond is responsible to tham. But
if conflicts arfse, the government can disselve parlioment and
coll general elections in order fo find a new balance betwean
the various bourgeais interests that ore reflected in clashes
between cliques, groupings, and parties.

The president {or the king) is just a figurehead and plays only
a behind-the-scenes palitical rele; he does not hold real
governments| power. This is the cose, for example, in Brit=
ain, Germany, ltaly, Sweden, end Belgium.

Lidar o presidential system —— the Linited States being the
clowmic exomple == the whole executive power is concentrated
in the hands of the chief of state. The president, elected by
univessal suffrage, nomes ministers who ore responsible only
ta him. But he doss pot have the power to dissolve parlio-
ment, which makes the lows. This is why o sfoble presiden-
tial regime — which does not exist right mow in the United
Shates —— presupposes the existence of o large bourgeois par-
liamentary party capeble of sushaining in parlioment the
palicy established by the president.

In France, Goullism set up o halfbreed and exceptional re-
gime, especially after the 1962 referendum thot established
election of the president of the republic through universal
suffrage. Parliomentary demccracy had been paralyzed by
the fragmentaticn of bourgeois interests, by the clashes of
pressure aroups that were all the more numerous becouse the
French rural and commercial petty-bourgecisie hos solid and
deep reots in the archaic social compasition of French capi-
talist society. The 1958 consfitubion, oz omended by the 1942
changes, outhorizes the president to dissalve the MNational
Assembly, to legislare by decree and proncuncement, and
to alter the canstitution through referenda, without consult-
ing the members of parlioment.
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That was the Goullist farm of the "“strong state, " with it cen-
sequant features of abuses of power, arbitrariness, ond "per-
sona| power. " But this form of strong state could only be
trarsifary . The Gaullist regime was born of the defeat of the
workers in 1958, It sought to bose itelf on the temparary
apathy of the working clas and to develop a perticular ideo-
lagical basis: "participation. " Gaullism wanted to bribe the
workers with the compenies' profits, that 75, te give them an
incentive fo increase productivity by appealing te them over

the heads of their arganizations, both parties and trade unions.

For that it was necemsary to appeal to “France® directly in-
stead of through infermedicries. The usual method was te

held referenda and plebescites, which came one ofter another,
the last one in 1969,

It was olso necessary ta destray the existing parties, replacing
therm with brood associations supposed |y above closses and
parties: First the UMNR (Union Maticonale de la République —
Motianal Union of the Republic), then the UD-V (Unicn
Démacratique de la Cinquidme République —— Democratic
Unien of the Fifth Republic), then the UDR {Union pour la
Défense de lo Républigue == Union for the Deferse of the
Republic). These formations were supposed to be instruments
with which to gather together the votes of on atomized slec-
torate. Bur this mode of operation did not work for long. The
1943 miners strike marked the beginning of the werkers resis-
tunce. The May *68 peneral strike was the final blow that
wos to bring down the Bonaparte one yeor loter. Onee the
man of pravidence had disoppeared and the clectoral work of
his grand amembly hod been reduced fo purely human octivity,
the epigones of Gaullism could but stumble along awsiting
the system's final demise.

After the euphoric exparsionism of the 19408 had faded away,
the "new society™ and the "controct for progress” promised
by Chaban-Delmas in his compaign were ne more thon pale
reflections af the old Goullist dreams of "participation. ™

The UDR, which in any case had never been chle to become
"the great associotion transcending feft and right, ® was aven
less oble to play that role. Folling back in defeat, it fell to
the rank of just one bourgeais party among others == and one
less homogeneous than the others to boot. Choban's defeat, his
15 percent of the vole, represented the definitive defeat of
Gaullism. But it was only the culmination of a long process
that began right after the coup of May 13,1958, The death
blow was shruck in Mey 1958; the rest was inevitable and
irreversible.

Giscard’s Regime: on a RazorsEdge

After some hesitorion, the bourgeoisic soon understood that
Giseard covld handle things better than Cheban. In his cam-
paign Giscard hardly bothersd with the great Gaullist nro-
jects for participation or contracts for pregres. He did nat
propose o palicy bosed on closs collaboration, since he fore-
sow the inevitoble confrentations that will probably take
place in September, after summer vacations.

Chaban warned obout this: "We see Fronce threatened with
being divided into two hostile comps that will lead the coun-
try to an imposse, with social conflicts breaking out in the
factories and in the streets.” But Gizeard knew that this was
the situatian he would face after this campaign in eny cose .
He preferred to concentrate an gathering up the forces that
would enable him to deal with thet situstion. He preferred
te group together under the protective wing of the big bour-
geoisie {of which ke is one of tha best representatives) all
the smatterings of frightened ond conservative men and wom-
an through the vehicle of a clever electoral patchwork.
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At leost in the early days of his government, Giscard will
probably try to hald back the Flow of workers demonds by
discharging some ballast, He might attempt to justify his so-
cial pretensions by decreeing a few measures == maybe even
"spectacular” ones -~ that ke will make up for later by infla-
tion. Inflation will continue af Tts present ominous rate and
wi |l soan push ta the fore the important problem of unem-
ployment. It is understandable that the electoral victors are
not strutting abaut. They are extremely worried. While cloud:
are gathering dangerously cbove a Feld of saciel struggles,
the Tnstitutioral sky obove is not exactly clear either. Gis-
card stands of the heod of @ transitary and incongruous coali-
tion. He has to dispose of the controdictions of o regime con-
ceived by and far de Gaoulle. He has to try to Tnsfitutc o
presidential regime thet can eliminate the threat of inscluble
conflict between the executive that he embodies ond an os-
sembly that threatens cnce agein to fall into fregmentaticn
ond shifting allionces.

But to imstitfute such a regime he would need o salid conser—
vative party that could absorb all the Goullist and moderate
remnants. And all he has s o fragile electoral coalition in
whizh his party (the Independent Republicans) constitutes
anly o small mincrity and which includes moderates whaose
docility is up for sale, and a UDR — or at lsast part of it —
waorried about presarving it now=dead arthadoxy .

Although in the immediate future he hes an inferest in not
prolonging the period of instability and the electoml periad,
which resulted in the pestponement of o series of measures
that he regards 03 urgent, Giscard will nevertheless have to
try o develop o more solid parliomentary bose. The price he
will have to pay for moking that atkempt will be new legislo-
tive elections, thus giving the Union de lo Gouche the op-
portunity to wage new battles.

Giscard may try to pull this off, but it won't be ecsy. The
electoral base for a big Christian Democratic bourgecis party
with a caloration of social humanism aimed at sesosing up
popular votes just does not exist the way it used fo. And the
existence of @ powerful orgonized workers movement does not
allow for the eosy formotion of o big profitable bowgecis
liberal party with an electoral bose among the workess and
popular sectors (like the Democratic party in the United
States).

The big change through o new majorify that Giscard promised
his bourgeois bockers thus appears to be in great jeopardy.

The new era about which Giscard spoke on the wery night of
his narrow electoral wictory hordly promises to Be on era of
great projects and vigorous policies for the bourgscisie. 1f
loaks much more like on era of the corservative regime in
decay.

The whole Giscard regime will be similor in noture to the
government that has olready been nemed by Giscard's prime
minister, Jecques Chiras, a man wha comes oot of the UDR
but is regorded os a turncoat by his own cronies. It will be
a transifional government compelled to serve os o bridge
batwaen an old majerity undermined on all sides by its own
internal rivalries ond o new majority that great social strug-
gles moy prevent from ever seeing the light of day.

= The presidentiol election took plece in bwe rounds. Thars
were @ dozen candidates in the first round. Since no candi-
date won more than 30 percent of the vore, fhe two candi-
daotes wha seored the highest in the first round, Giscard
d'Estaing and Frongois Mitterrand, foced each other in the
second-round runoff. [
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the presidential election

(2) THE DEVOLUTIONALY

CAMDPAICNS

by PIERRE ROUSSET.

The results of the fwo rounds of the French prasidential elec-
tions end the populor recctiors in the foctories and neighber-
hoods reflected o kwofold phenremenon: On the one hend there
was o class polarizotion that osserted itself os an electoral
shifl te the left; on the other hand, on important section of
the w:hrlcfng elass menifested its distrust of Mitterrand . On
May 12, the date of the second reund, some 13 million vores
were cast for the "single condidate of the left." But twe weeks
carlier in the first round, the condidetes of the fur left had
gormnered between 700, 000 and 1 millien votes (depending

on whether ar nat the candidacy of the agronomist Rend
Dumont, who was backed by the ecology moverment, is con-
sidered part of the far laft].

The campaigns waged by the for-laft condidates must be ano-
lyzed with thoss results in mind —- especiolly since they are
surprising at first glance, Arlette Loguiller, the candidate of
Lutte Cuvritre (LD -- Workers Struggle) received 595, 247
votes (2.33%); Dument get 337,800 votes (|.3236); and Alain
Krivine, the candidote of the Trotskyist Front Communiste
Révolutionnaire (FCR -= Revol utionary Communist Front) got
93,790 (0.3635), thar is, about one=sixth of the LO fotal.

The wvote totals were largely independent of the degree of
implantation of the formofions supporting the variows condi-
docies. And, os we shall see, the real political response
gotten by the various compaigns differed considerably from
the electoral scores.

The explanation it simple: The electorate reoched by the cam-
poigns i for brooder than the wswal cudicnce af the fevelo-
tionary organizations; the electorate knows the argonisoiion
only sketchily or notetall and s only voguely eware of fhe

i

differences among them. It wos mainly the styles of the can-
didates and the content of their audiovisual campaigns (and
sacondarily, of the posters and brochures sent to the voters)

that explains the varictions in the scores.

On this point, the 1974 presidentiol elections confirmed the
indications hinted at by previous elections: Regional vario-
tions in the number of votes gotten by the for=left candidates
are not related to the local strengrh of the organizations
{which vary eamsiderobly), but are fnstead related fo varia-
fions in the peneral sociopolitical charocteristics of the elec=
torafe in ecch region.

The styla ond contant of the Krivine and Loguiller compoigns
were profoundly different, reflecting the different chaiees
made by the FOR and LO o5 to the moin objectives of their
compaigns. The differences batween these choices merit
some discusion.

What Kind of Campaign
for Revolutionaries?

The FCR's basie cheice was defermined above all by the ar-
ganization’s onalyvsis of the situatien: The gravity of the cri-
sis of Goullism as it has developed since 1948, the deepening
of the class struggle during the post six years, and the grad-
val emergence in the foctories of a workers vanguard with a
mass character lent the presidential elecHons an exceptional
choracter., For one thing, the electore] struggle between the
main competitors was close for the first time since the de
Gavlle coup in 1958; the "left" could have come to power.
Mhe warkers would have seen the election of Mitterrand, the

Ariatie Lagunler.
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candidate of the main workers formations (hath parties and
trade unions), os their victory. A Mitterrand victory would
nat have been able to freeze the closs struggle for any length
af tima, but rather would heve allowed for posing in com-
pletaly new terms the gquestion of what kind of oction should
be lounched. The new generation of vanguard militants now
regrouping in the factories ond omong the student youth would
have gane through the experience of seeing reformism odmin-
ister o bourgeois state .

The FCR further reatoned that even the election of Giscard
d'Estaing, who could have only squseked by narrawly, would
not enable the French bourgeoisie, which lacks a clossical
conservative party, o resolve its crisis of leadership. The
lang interval before the next legislative elections (3ched-
uled for 1978) waould have then pesed Tn stark terms the ques-
tion of haw fo continue the struggle and would hove roised
the perspective of o general strike to foree the bourgeoisie fo
give in to the workers' demands.

The primary objective thot the FCR set For iself in the elec-
tion was to prepare the workers == ond especially the workers
vanguard == for the tasks that would confront them after the
alections. That meant running an electoral compaion without
giving any credence ta electaralism, without skirting the de-
licate and diffieult problems invalved.

Lutte Quvrigre made o different choice. It decided to try to
win some electoral credibility for the for laft. In itself this
is not an unworthy goal. In fact, Tt was important for distrust
of Mitterrand to be expressed and registered on the electoral
level, especially in the event of his election to office. And
whatever eriticism the Lutte Ouvritre campaign may deserve,
from this point of view Arlette’s 400, 000 votes were impor-
tant. But unfortunataly, Lutte Cuvrigre's search for electoral
cradibility led it to combine ergenizetional sectarianism and
pelitical spporfunism. According to the polls, BO percent of
those guestioned saw Krivine's candidacy os a far-left can-
didacy, while only 40 percent saw Laguiller's thet way.
Laguiller, a militant woman worker, densunced capitalist
expleitation and testified to the present conditions of women
and workers. Many people identified with the LO compeign.
But to achieve that geal, Lutte Ouwrigre decided fa ch]iP—
icize its campaign a5 much as possible == in foct, to such an
extent that it was more "popular” than “revalutionary. " Lutte
Cyvridgre's program involved o series of political concessions
to the electoralist atmosphere that prevented LO from clecrly
posing the tasks that will confront the workers vanguard in
the fubure.

A comparison of the FCR and LO compaigns elearly jllustrates
this;

* The nature of the themes put forward. Both compeigne de-
nounced the capitalist system, and bath expressed distrust of
Mitterrand and called for centinuing exfropar|iomentary
struggle. But they did it in completely different weys - For
L, denunciction of the reformist character of Mitterrand's
candidecy was bosed exclusively on Mitterrand’s past a= a
bourgeeis politician. For the FCR it was obove all o matter
of shewing how the workers would have te go beyvond the
Common Program of the Unjon de o Gauche ofter the alec-
fions on very precise questions. |t was from this standpeint
that the FCR seized the opportunity presanted by the elections
to bring up the lessons of the French Popular Front of 1936
and of the Chilean experience.

Likewise, by denouncing the formatien of "unofficial™ armed
right-wing gangs {ufilizing documentation on the role they
had been planning to play in quasi-state repression in 1948
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and pointing out the presence of membears of the foscist Ordre
Mouveou group in Giseard d'Estaing's bodyguard) and by
discussing the role of the army (and thus provoking a public
response from the minister of the army), the FCR was able

to pose in very specific terms before millions of workers the
question af the rele of the state and the necessity of dis-
mantling it. Chile. The role of the army. These were paints
that the LO campaign corefully aveided mentioning.

But it wos not only on the most general questions of revolu-
tionary strategy that Lutte Cuvrigre preferred to remain si-
lent. Arlette Loguiller made denunciation of the conditien
of women in capitalist society ene of the main oxes of her
eampaign by defending women's right to abartion. That was
necessary . But in Tts rodio broadeasts devoted to the struggle
af warmen, LO == unlike the FCR -- preferred to remain si-
lent on the question of the right of women under Pwenty-one
years old to get aborfiens. The question of rights for miners
is still a dengerous one to bring up in on electom| compaign.

But the most striking exomple of the opportunism of the Lutte
Cuvridre campaign came on the question of organizing the
struggles of the future. Arlette Loguiller wos a member of the
strike committee at Credit Lyonnois during the bank strike
that continued ofter Pompidou's death. The srgenizotion of
this strike waos remarkable. Mot only were strike committees
farmed, some of them were brought under centralized coar-
dination. Such a thing is still unique in the French workers
struggles. Arlette wos a participant in this experience. And
today o debate on this guestion iz geing on within the trade-
union movement, and especially emeng the workers vanguard.
Tha Stalinist bureauerats are parficularly efreid of cenfralized
atrike committees becoming gencralized, for that would ploce
a big question mork over their ability to contral workers strug-
gles . Arlette did not breathe o word about this whele ques-
tion in her entire campaign.

For Tts part, the FCR devoted one of its relevision broodeosts
to the thame of sirike commitiees, presenfing aos speakers a
comrode who was active in the Lorraine miners strike, o leod-
er of the sirike committes formed during the strike of electri-
cal and gos workers in Brest, ond o militent bank employee.
The importance of self-organizotion of the workers (strike
committeas, workers self-defense, ond so on) was one of the
main axes of the FCR compoign.

* Parsonalizotion and mass movement . The presidential elec-
Heons are personalized to the highest possible degree. For the
bourgecisie, this i3 o powerful meors of depoliticizing the
electoral battle ., The FCR tried fo cut across this personaliza-
tion by publicizing the arganization behind the individual
condidate, by bringing many rark-ard-file militank te
speak on the radic and television broodcasks {in fact, Krivine
himself used less thon half of his speaking time, "herning ever
the remainder to militants of the women's movement, worker
militants, o soldier, and o comrode from the Groupe Révelu-
tien Socialiste == Sociolist Revolution Group == the Antilles
section af the Feurth |nternational), and by opening up cam=
paign meetings to speakers from the floor.

Lutte Cluvridre presented o candidate who exactly symbolized
the kind of campaign the LO wanted to wage . Women and
militant workers could identify personally with Laguiller more
easily thon with Krivine, who oppeared os o "professional
revofutionary." LO ployed this to the hilt, concenfrating Tts
whole compaign eround the personality of Arletre, pushing
the erganization to the bockground . (“Arlette, ¢'est chouette,
or, roughly, "Arlette's the ane, ™ wos one of the main slogaons
Lutte Chuvrigre members were writing on the walls.) Elector-



ally, this paid off. But it forced LO fo push the tendancy
toward extreme personalization of bourgeois elections to the
vary [imit,

In @ more general sanse, the FCR comstantly tied it electoral
campaign fo the mass werk regulorly eorrfed out by its mem—
bers when elections are not gaing an. It erganized several
mebilizotions befare the first round (like the May Day march
andd the abortion demonstretion in Poris) and between the first
and second rounds (like the Chile demonstration against the
repressive trials). Ard it used its redio time during the clec-
tion to call for the orgonization of struggle (like the call for
women b organize) . Lutte Quvridre hes always refused to
send its members info the mass movements; it hes stayed out
of MLAC, the MLF (women's liberation movement), the Chile
committees, the Committee to Defend Droftees, and so on.
So this dimension was completely lacking in the LO campaign,
thus further intersifying the personolization.

Political Response and
Electoral Response

S0 LO and the FCR ran compaigns that were vary different in
bath style and confent. In the context of the Mitterrand
groundswell that developed before the first round, these two
compaigns appealed to different sorts of voters.

Arlette Laguiller attrocted o composite electorate, the addi-
tion of whose components enabled her total to reach 2.4 per-
cent of the vote. |t would be just os wrong to cloim that this
vote represented the brood werkers vanguard as to cloim that
it represented only backword protest votes. A series of loyers
voted for Arlette because they Falt they could identify with
her: women who wanted to support her feminist indietment of
sociaty (some of LO's highest scores came in rural areos with
no tolid leftisf trodition); populists whe wanted o vote for
the only candidate that was a worker and whao oppreciated
her denunciation of the conditions of the explaited and her
condemnation of “professional paliticions™; but alsa members
of the Communist party (the CP leadarship estimates that
100,000 CPers veted for LO on the first round) who were sus=
picious of Mitterrand and Sacialist workers impressed by Ar-
lette’s clas vehemence .

This electorate is politically heteropeneous. A section of if
{especiolly women] probably vated for Giscard on the second
round, but the extent of this phenemenon should not be exag=
gerated . Another, more important, section voted LO o ex-
press revolutionary distrust of Mitterrond . A third section
vated for Arlette out of closs commitmen? ond rejection of
revalution, which wos symbalized by the Krivine candidacy .
In fact, the letters from readers published in the newspeper
Lutte Duvrigre reflected essentially the first and third cote-
caries .

In a general way, Lutte Ouvrigre directed its compaign ro=
ward the lavels of consciousness of "average” workers (and
women), even if it had to odopt fo their prejudices. This wos
not @ temporary maneuver. |t coresponds to the actual arien-
tation of this orgonization, which is marked by o profound
"economism." Arlette's electoral score illustrates the variety
of elementary levals of comsciousness that exists in France
hoelary .

Krivine's vote was not only one=sixth as big os Loguiller's:

it wos also less than half as lorge a5 his vote in the 1947 pres—
jdential election, when 230,000 people veted for him. This

is due to two foctors. First, in 1969 Alain Krivine waos more
than the candidate of the Ligue Communiste {the former French
section of the Fourth International, banned by Pompidou on

June 28, 1973). He was also the only candidate whao repra-
sented the struggles of May '68. As the first for-left condi-
date to run in a presidential election, and as o private in the
army, he represented the "new disidence . " The sort of vota
that went to Krivine in 1967 went to Laguiller or Dumant this
time .

But even more important, the vorers that the FCR cempaign
was mainly oddressing ikeff to were very sersitive to the
temptotion to vote for Mitterrond on the first round . In the
letters sent to the FCR and in the compaign meetings them-
selves, the question being asked by militants -—- and espe-
cially worker militants == was not whethar to vote for Krivine
or Laguiller, but whether to vote for Krivine or Mitterrand .
The Communist party was pushing the idea that Mitterrand's
bast chanee to win was on the first round rather than the sec—
ond. The brood workers vanguord, ond especially the section
of it that s palitically eware and therefore =losest to the
ideas of the FCR, wos very sensitive o this argument about
"effectiveness.” Many of these people ogreed with the FCR
campaign thaf it wos important to organize the distrost of
Mitterrend and to prepare for the struggles of the future . But
they thought that it was first necessary to ensure the eleckon
of the "single candidate of the left" and that ta do this they
hod to vote Mitterrond on the first round . That waos probably
an extremely extensive political phenemenon. Between one-
third and one-half of the people who ottended FCR compaign
meetings held after the first round seemed to hove voted for
Mitterrand on May 3.

5o the “Alain vate" wes much more homageneous palitical ly
than the "Arlette vote." Essentially, the Krivine vete repre-
senfted o commitment fo socialist revalution.

Lutte Ouvrigre today is not bothering with any subtlaties of
analysis. For LO the meaning of the Arlette-Aloin vote ic
trarizsparently cbvious: the FCR represents the intellectual far-
left in the throes of crisis; LO represents the workers vonguard
in the heat of development. We have no intention of ignor-
ing the weaknesses of our own compaign. We found it diffi-
eylt to strike the proper Balance berwean testimony about and
denunciation of exploitation and oppression an the ane hend
and defining a perspective for the future on the other hond.
Cur modes of expression were semetimes o kit complex. We
did not adequately explain the necessity of @ revolutionary
vote on the first round. The amalysis of the polificel situg-
tion could have sometimes appeared premature and somewha,
"catastrophic." But the poradox rermains: The 1974 presidan-
tial campaign was by far the best electoral campaign we have
ever waged . Most Tmportant, it got the biggest response
amang the working class. At the same fime the electoral score
was by far the least significant gain of the compeign.

It wos the first time that we were able fo carry ocut sueh mili-
tant strect mebilizations during an electoral compaign: thers
was the abortion demenstrotion called by MLAC {Mouvement
pour lo Liberté de |"Avortement et de la Confraception —-
Movement for Free Abortion and Confraception) despite the
oppasition of the reformist and centrist components of MLAC:
there was the May Day demanstration, which drew nearly

FCR contingant in Moy 1 demanstration in Pariz.
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FRANCE

40, D00 people, attracting militants in the mass movements
and some sections of the trade-union mavement, despite the
decizion of the unian bureoucracy fo break with odition
and hald no May Day demonsfretion in 1974 10 a8 nob 1o dis-
rupt the electoral campaign. Lutte Quvrigre perticipated
anly symbalically in the MLAC demonstration. In the May
Day demenstration LO reskricted it porticipofion to marching
in it own contingent, separating itself from the mass move-—
ments. It was absent fram the Chile committess ond from the
Committee o Defend Draftees. Bul this is on important ques-
tion. The ronks of the ormy ore beginning to move . For the
first time a public cppeal was put eut 1o the condidates dur-
ing an-election by nearly two hundred cotive—duty saldiers
in deferse of their demands. This amounts fo o est of strength
with the military hierarchy and the Giscard government. {In
the French ormy, ony collactive protest by soldiers is forbid-
den.)

The meetings that were held during the elecfion campaign
wete unprecedented for the French Trekbkyist movement, both
in ferms of e number of participants and in terms of the work-
ing-class composition of the oudiences. The twenty—two cen-
tral meetings of the FCR drew a total of more than 30,000
people! And this total leaves aside the nearly 200 focal meet-
ings that were held. The differences berween these meetings
and the 196% meeting wene striking. The crowds were alder;
there were many mare worker militants; there were very few
curiosity-seekers leaving the meetings afrer Krivine "tha

stor haod spaken. There were animated and exfremely polit-
ical debates and discussions with members of the Communist
party, the Sccialist party, and the twa big unien federations,
the CGT (Confédération Géngrale du Travail -- General
Confederation of Labar) and CFDT ({Confédération Frangaise
Démacratioee du Trovail — French Democratic Confedera-
tion of Labor). Symptematically == and contrary te wht

could hove been feared == the attendance, compesition,

and atmosphers of the meetings was not ot all affected by

the results of the First round or by the announcement that
Frivine hae gotten only 0.36 percent of the vote,

The experience of the d.uTl-}r NEWSPAPET wos ako ravealing.
Prepared extremely hurriedly {we had only one week in
which to make the decision to publish it}, it rapidly devel-
oped an important ploce in the compaign. The tatal sales
figures — especially for the issues sold on newsstands — are
not yet ovailable, But fhe generol response to the poper wos
quite good. After the inital curiosity wore off, sales de-
elined somewhat an the campuses, but the strong point in
distribution was in the facteries. The circulation of the daily
there was higher than the weekly Rouge ard it ottracted o
new |ayer of worker-readers whote high pelitical level is
attested fo by the letters the daily Rouge bas received.

After May 19

In spite of the comsiderable political impect of the FCR cam-
paign, the relatively low vote will mest likely have same
negative consequences. The working class [nat to mention
the jeurnalistic weorld), steeped os it is in electomalism, is
sensitive to the electoral credibility of an oroonization. But
that is net the most imporfant thing. In its compaign, the
FCR stressed the problems thot would arise in the event of a
Mittterrand victory. IF Mitterrand hod won, the fasks of the
workers vonguard would have been quite new and difficulr.
But the FCR hod also prepared to continue the stuggle 7f
Giscard d'Estoing won. The discussion of how to do that,
alreody begun before the presidentiol elections, is now con-
tinuing. The discussion hias been sharpened and deepened by
the foct that no new elections are scheduled until 1978, by
the death of the Gaullist party, and by the strengthening of
the laft. It is through this dobate and discussion that the
seeds plonted by the Krivine compaign will bear fruit.

14

Furthermere, the emargence of an elecrorate of nearly a
million voters crystallized arcund the far-lefr condidotes
demonsirates the current level of militancy, [The heteragen-
eity of the Arlette and Dument vobe is prabobly compensated
for by the number of far-left votes that went to Mitterrand on
the first round.)

This debate and discussion must be able to regroup the brean
workers vanguard that has emerged in the factories. But one
of the mest dangersus canseguences of the results of the first
round, the posible pelitical evelution of Lutte Ouvridre,
threatens to oct as o broke on this process. Even before the
election, Lutte Ouvridre wos drifting in a certain direction.
It defined itself os the praletarion rendency ond charecterized
the rest of the for left os petty bourgeois in noture. A "closs
line, " Lutte Quridre soid, separated it from all the other
groups. This conception hod led LO to some very serious in—
stances of burecucratic monipulatien during the recent mabi-
lization of the apprantices in the technical schools. Arlette's
electaral score threatens to reinforce this deift by encouraging
Lutte Ouvrigre to aceentuote the right-wing pepulism of its
palitical arientation and the manipulafive sectarianism of its
organizationo| proctices. During the compaign, LO refused
to open up its meetings, notably to Jemalli Kemal, the sym-
bolic "condidote® of the immigrant workers . A month has
gone by since the first round, LO 33 eleiming that its political
audience is as lorge as itz electoral auvdience (which can anly
reinforce i3 triumphalism) ond is ignoring the ether groups.
(LD has fust refused 1o sign o joint communiqué with Alain
Krivinge against the arrest in Toulon of four soilors on charpes
af having distributed "subvarsive®™ literature.

The eonsequence of this attitude hod dlreody aoppeared of the
apening of the election campaign. At that time Lotte Cuvrigre
rejected the propesal for a united condidacy around Chorles
Pioget, the bt known leader of the strike at the Lip watch
foctary, (See |IMNPRECOR, MNo. 0, p.3.} The bolonce sheet
that can be drown of the presidentiol elections proves that
the Pioget candidacy wos the anly one that could hove al-
lewed for the emergence of united committess in the foctor—
fes and neighberhoods going beyond the circle of sympathizers
of the revoluticnary orgonizotions. Thot would have chonged
many thing, ond it wifl be bad for everybody if Lutte O
wrigre continues with its corrent attitude.

It would be all the worse in that the 1974 presidentiol elec-
tions showed once apoin the necessity of united oction, of
lenst if the far left is to rise to the tasks confronting Tt. And
the canfusion that eontinees te reign mokes the debate ond
discussion especially urgent. The broad warkers vanguord,
while Tt hoy asserted ik existence, hos alse proved to be
susceptible fo the pressure of the Union de lo Gouche. The
Lambertst current {organized in the OCI-AJ5, Orgonisation
Communiste Internationaliste == Allionce des Jeunes pour le
Socialisme == Intérnationalist Communist Orgonization —
Young Socialist Alliance], o sect of Trotskyist origin, re=
versed its 1973 pasition ond called for o fist-round vate for
Mitterrond. It thus moved sHll further oway from revelutien—
ary palitics. The P5U (Porti Socioliste Unifig — United So—
cialist party, o centrist formation) slid even more openly into
the orbit of the Union de la Gauche, with PSU leader Michel
Rocord adopting the perspective of entering the Mitterrond
government. The “Mao-5talinist" organizetions {1"Humanifs
Reuge, the Communist party Marxist-Leninist, Frant Rouge
ore the Revolutionery Communist party, Ligne Rouge, etc.)
sonk st1ll further Tnte their sectarion isalotion by calling for
abstention in the elections. The ultmaleftists lost all coherance
during the electiors. Révalution! {a group that eriginated in
a split from the Ligue Communiste) defined Mitterrand's can-
didacy as purely bourgeois and nevertheless colled for a vote
for him, thus sowing epporfunis! canfusion — 1o say the very
least,

Strengthen unity in ection and deepen the political debate

in erder to recompose the workers vanguard. These are the
tesks that the FCR will now work for.



ITALY

THE DIVOICE
PEFTIIENDUMS
LEACTIONALY

PLOY FAILS

—
I The May 12 divoree referendum in lfaly ended in o spectac-
ular defeat far the Christian Democracy and the Movimento
sociale [taliana (M51 — ltalion Social Movement, the nea-
fascist movement}. The proposal to abalish the law granting
divorce was defeated by a very cleer majority (around 40
percent of the voters). The resulls Gre even more significant
if a few detailed figures are foken inte account: In Turin, the
"Mo" vote reached 80 percent; in Genoa, despite the hue
and cry raised by the reactionaries around the kidnopping of
the judge Sossi by the Red Brigodes, the "Me" vote wos 75
porcant; aven in Maples, whare in 1948 the monarehisks wen
o referendum cnd where the fascists hove been trying for
years to rebuild a base, the antidivorce forces were beoten.
All the Fears of o shift toward & "Yes" vote ameng the CF
voters proved to be unfounded. (The party bureaucrats them-
selves raised such fears Tn order to justify the moderate cam-
paign they waged.] The Christian Democracy suffersd a set-
back and the church wos compelled to recognize the degree
to which ik grip on the Cathalic country par excellence has
bean weakensd. The pope did not hide his d]s';;'pmlr:
He never expected such a thing from his "well beloved" Italy.

Theiresults of the referendum can be exploined basically by
twe facters, one structural, the other political . During the
past fwenty yeors Irul}r has been shaken by o mas rural ex-
odus, I'J}l' internc| and international emigration. This has re=-
sulted in very deep changes in morals and mentel atitudas ——
even ameng the most bockward layers, which have experience
a rise {at leest relatively) in their cultural level, Also, the
country as @ whale, including the most disparate social lay-
ers, hos been desply affected by the rise of the warkers move-
ment since 1968, on upsurge that hos not et run its course.
Those whe wanted to drive that upsurge back have had ta
recognize thot their undertaking was unrealizable .

To explain the mare conjunctural significence of the referen—
dum results, we publish below the editorial printed in the
May 20 issue of Bandiera Rossa; orgon of the Gruppi Comu-
nisti Riveluzionari (Revolutionary Communist Groups), |ralian
section of the Fourth [nlernaficnal.

INPRECOR

The operaotion launched by the maost reoctionary sectars af the
bourgeaisie in an attempt to develop o pethy-bourgeais and
lumpenproletarian mass base to use against the warking e loss
has failed. Ar the same time the resounding victery af the
“Pla" wate in the referendum showed that the WQFL:-IHE class
understosd the geremnal political stakes involved in the con-
frontation and that sections of the bourgeoisic itself were
disinzlined to go olong with clerico-foscist operations that
they beliave fo be unrealizable in o country profoundly
marked bath by the rise of the warking closs in 1968 and sub-
sequent years and by the mobilization and political matura-
tion of the most varied social layers.

The bourgeoisie will now suffer an exacerbation of its orisis
in regord o both short-term solutiors and long-term perpec-
tives. Most probably, the composition of the govemment will
not ba changed in the next few weeks. Mevertheless, the in-
evitoble crisis of leodership of the Christion Democracy com-
bined with the more oggressive otfitude of the Socialists {wha
regard the refarendum resilts os compensation for the conces-
sions they were [orced fo make on the economic level) creare
a precarious sifuation that connot drog on forever.

Ax for long—term solutions, on the one hend the bourgeaisie
cannot give up its effort to make the working closs bear the
casts of the structural crisis (and of the conjunctural crisis
that promises fo come soom), ard it must therefore find o new
line of ottack ogainst the demands of the masses. Buft the
failure of the operation aimed ot winning a reactionary mass
base, oz wall as the crisis of the state apparatus, will force
the bourgeoisie to reconstruct ex novo o mears of strength—

ening the executive in an unfovorable situation. On the other
hard, should the Comrmunist party be brought Tnts the govern=
ment orbit, or even directly into the government jtself, that
would nat offer a real prospect for political ruce, not to
mention social truce. Mor would it lead te stebilization,
given the presing character of the problems of employment

Rome, night of May 12. Youth greet referendum resulfs.




and of the buying power of the wage—earners in a national
and international context that is more and more unfaveorable
to reformist operations of eny real scope.

As for the MSI, which was the only bourgeois formation o
openly suppart the Christian Democratic secretariat in tha
referendum campaign, the defeat of an electoral cempeign
based on appeals for order and discipline (the oppeals being
accompanied by some pravocative actions that under the cir-
cumstances were totally secondary) will have the effect of
bolstering the "ultras." So the problem of self-defense and
of erganizing o determined response to foscist provocaficns
remains on the agendo.

As for the reformists, it is clear that the results of the May 12
referendum will prod them to take seme inftiatives. The CP
will try to relounch it poliey of "historic cempromize” ond
the SP will try to support such o developmen! by simultane-
ously raising the price for its collaboration in the govern-
mant. Mevertheless, the burecucrats will find themsebwes in
a contradictory situation. On the one hand, they will have
to protect their "civilized ond demeocratic® image in the
framework of the "secial peace” they want —- which they
did during the electoral campaign, concretely by blocking
werkars struggles. On the athar hond, they will not be able
ta alienate their warker bose, which saw in the referendum
a politicel eonfrontation and which will ke stimuloted by the
result ta up the ante and try to move from the defersive o
the offensive. The bureausrats will try fo use workers strug-
gles as a borgaining chip in their negotiations with the bour-
geaisie . Such operations will be limited above all by the
namow maneuvering room that now exists for reformist pali-
ejes. But it would hove run into qualitatively more important
difficulties if the strongest far-left groups had taken o dif-
ferent attitude. In reality, these groups hove developed o
campaign totally subordinated to the general schemaos of the
reformists and have refused to sketeh out any orientation of
general anticapitelist mobilization,

By underastimating the role of Fanfeni (the present secretary
af the Christian Demoeracy), by underastimating his chances
of satisfying his Bonapartist aspirations, by refusing te place
the main priarity on the necessity of extending struggles and
unifying them (even during the electoral compaign) arauwnd
abjectives linked to crucial necessifies of the closs struggle
like the ottock on employment and the buying power of the
wage-sarners, Lotta Continua, 11 Manifesta, and Avanguerdia
Operaia hove underestimatad the working elass’s understand-

ing of the general political significance of the confrontation.
By joining in the legalistic and hypocritical chorus of all
thase who densunced the Red Bripades as "fascists, " these
groups have failed to shed any light on the recl prablem in-
volved; they hove Forgotten thot crificism of the arroneaus
analyses and conceptions of an adventurist group must in no
way lead to ignoring the problems of the struggle cgainst
bourgeois institutions ond the perspective of overthrowing
them.

Today it is necessary to relaunch a generalized struggle to
defend the employment and buying power of the wogersamers
and to develop effactive Irstruments of workers contral that
can prevent the rationalization of the capitalist opparatus
that the bourgesisie is rigorously seeking to impose on thie
back of the working class. Today it is necessary to exploit

to the maximum the cbvious crisis of bourgesis institutions
ard to put forward as on alternative o workers government
based on organs arising from meal struggles, rejecting all cal-
laboration with the bourgeaisie end itz parties. Taday 7t is
necessary o prepare militants, the venguard olemants among
the workirs ond students, for o period that will be for from
penceful, It would be suicidal to teke & triumphelist attitude
toward the victory wan in the refersndum.

Ab the same time, the links between the difficulties of the
itation bourgesisie and those of the bourgesisie of the other
Cammon Market countries, the simultaneity of peliticol cri-
ses and the fendency toward synchronization of economic
recesiions, the extreme sensitivity ond combativity of the
warking class which is again being expressed ¢na cantinental
scale, from France to Beitain, from Germany to Denmark ,
and the dynamic that has opened up on the fberian penirslo
after tha overthrow of Portuguese foscism all impose interna-
tienalist tosks that go beyand pure ond simple solidarity end
that require a means of centralizing the vanguard sn a Euro-
pean scele .

In relation ts these notional and internctficnal tosks we must
wage a systematic strugple to win the worker and shedent
vanguard to @ revolutionary program, o defest oppartunism
and centrism, to reject any subordinatien fo the strategy of
the reformist porties.

Let us not allow the bourgaoisie fo get outof ifs difficulties!
Accept ne social truce! Reject the “historic compromise’ |
For o workers government based an organs erising in struggle!
Agairet the Evrape of the trusk! For a red Eorope!

UNITED STATES

THE

by ALLEN MYERS

Eighteen manths after winning one of the biggest electoral
victories in modern U.5. histery in a cempaign in which he
enjayed the nearly unanimous suppert of the rling class,
Richard Mixen iz likely to become the second president of
the United States to be impeoched . And if and when the
House of Representatives does vote o bill of impeachment,
his chance of winning acguittal in the Senate will be very
small indeed.
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While lawyers and members of Congress are busily studying
the 1848 impeachment of Andrew Johnson for precedents,
there are few bosic porallels between the two situofions.
The move to impeach Johnson was o byproduct of deep divi-
sions ond conflicts of interest in the U.5. ruling class that
only a fow years carlier hod resulted in o long and bloady
civil war. In 1974, by controst, while there are always fac-
tice! differences over varieus issues within the ruling strato,



these have not produced hardened "foctional” divisions, nor
da they reflect a chollenge by new layers to the hegemony
of the most powerful capitalists or @ basic conflict of eco-
nomic interests between opposing capitalist groupings.

While the Stalinists, Maoists, ond pseudo—Trotskoyist sects in
the United States have all viewed the Watergote scandal as
reflecting bosic ruling-clos divisions, such speculations ore
sufficiently refuted by the foct that if MNixon is rermoved, ha
will be succeeded by Gerold Ford, @ man hand-picked by
Mixon himself and cne wha is expected nat enly te carry on
with Mixon's policies, but even to utilize mest of the same
personnel in doing so. Yet the copitalist politicians who
have been most veeal in demonding Mixon's impeachment or
resignation hove generally been cqually vocal 1n proising
Ford"s qualificatiens to become president.

While the Watergate crisis does not reflect any basic division
in the U.5. ruling class, it does show the evelution of U.5,
imperialism cwer the past half century. The actual burglary
of the offices of the Democratic Mational Committes was
merely the camlyst that precipitated o contradiction between
twa eldments of bourgeois rule thot hod token decades to
develop.

Expansion of Executive Power

Historically, the U.5. ruling class began with an advantage
owver its Europeon rivals in hoving o strong, cenfralized ax-
ecutive, simultoneously heod of state ond head of govern-
ment, even before the Linited States become o major imperi-
alist power. It is warth noting thot the French bourgsoisie,

in estoblishing o strong state under de Goulle, chose a presi-
dential syatemn invesfing powers in the executive that the L, 5.
president bod possessed for decodes.,

In recent years, Congressional liberals hove camplained of
on “imbolance” betwean Congress and the president, often
bloming it on "usuorpation” of additional powers by the ex-
ecutive bronch. The truth of the matter, however, is that
throwgh the course of this century there hes been remarkably
lirtle disogreement in the U.5. ruling class about the need
to central ize power in the executive. Corsequently, the
Congeess hos not only approved such centrolizetion but in
many cases hos foken the leod in providing legal authoriza-
tion of oddifional powers.

A Senote committee heoded by Democrat Frank Church of
Ohhio ond Republican Charles Mathios of Maryland reparted
last year on its study of "emergency” laws presently in effect
in the United States . The committes discovered that the
country has legally been in a contimuous state of emergency
since 1917,

In the fifty—six intervening years, Congress has possed a fofal
of nearly $00 additienal laows -- @ rate of nearly o dozan

per yeor —— conferring various incregsed emergency powers
on the president. As Church ond Mathios noted in a joint
staterment summing up the committes report:

"The President has the power in hand to seize property, or-
ganize ard control the means of production, seize commodi-
ties, assign military forces cbrood, call reserve forces omount=
ing ta 2.5 million men to duty, insfitute martial low, seize
and control all means of monsportation, regulate all private
enterprises, resirict travel, and in o plethora of particular
ways, confrol the lives of all Americans . "

According to the committes report, Congress approved most
of these &00 lows “with only the mest perfunctary committes
review and virtually no consideration of their effect on civil

liberties or the delicate sirecture of tha U.5. Government of
divided powers, "

This centralization and expansion of executive power wes a
necesary and patural part of the rise of U5, imperialism to
a position of deminance over the capifalist world, The cop
of the world required o government that could oct enywhere
without delaying to corsult Congress == let alone the public.

But ar the sama time, the economic dominonce of LI 5. eap-
italism made it pesible for the ruling clas to maintain suf-
ficient "¢loss peoce" so that it hos never fourd 1t necessary
to destroy the widespreod democratic illusions of the working
closs. A major element of copitelist rele in the United States
hos continued to be the carefully nurtured myth of bourgecis
democrocy == the twin illusions that (1) the masses, through
their vore, con have a decisive influence on government
pelicies, and {2) there are constifutional principles, laws,
or tradifiors that can guarontes the mointenance of demo-
cratic [iberties under capitalism. While there hove been ex-
ponsions end conbroctions of the democratic rights actually
enjoyed by the working closs in different periods of L1.S.
histery, the ruling class hes generally not considered Tt nec-
essary or desirable to intreduce memures that eompletely
undermine these illusions.

The concentrotion of executive power necessary for the effi=
cient operation of imperialist adventures wes, for a long
time, largaly compartmentalized and isolated, of least so

for as appearonces were concerned, from "the democratic
process " Events like the Palmer raids following Warld Wer |
and the McCarthy witeh-hunt following World Wer [l were
portrayed, ond lorgely believed to be, aberrations from the
norm, whaose chief companent wos overzeslousness in defend-
ing "democracy"” agaoinst o foreign threat.

Ewven during the worst periods of reoction, "free elections”
continued to be held. Presidents might send thousands of
troops around the werld in an effort to suppress revolution,
byt they nermally sought formal congressional approval or
were oble to provide such actions with the cover of an al=
liance or treaty ratified by the Senate. While they might in
reality ignore the wishes nat only of the public but of Con-
gress as well, they did not proclaim the right to do 5o as
"constifutional principle, " but preferred to maintain the
fiction that they were merely carrying out the popular will
os demonstrated by elections or whotever shows of support
could be drummed up by the mass media.

When Mixon's agents were caught breoking into the affices of
the Democratic Mational Committee, this "third-rate burglary”
did more than undermine public belief in the legitimacy of
capitalist elections in the United States == although that in
itself was @ serious biunder in the eyes of the ruling class.
Beyond that blunder, the incident and the subsequent disela-
sures have confronted the ruling class with the growing in-
compatibility of s drive toward further centralization and
the maintenonce of the myth of bourgeais democracy, partic—
ulorly in a pericd when wide layers of the population have
already begun to question that myth.

The contradiction is not o mere temparary crisis in the "cred-
ibility™ of the Nixen edministration. For half & century,
democratic illusions have sarved as an ideclogical comple-
ment and suppart to UL5, imperiolism's drive toward world
hegemany . MNow the very successes of imperialism and the
effects of the rodicalizatien have combined to turn the com-
plements info contredictions. The present crisis of the U.5.
ruling class centers on the effort to find o new combination
or balance of these now essentiolly frmeconcilable slements
of its rule.
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UNITED STATES

A Balance Starts to Crack

This dilemma of the ruling class wos foreshadowed in the
rodicalization that began in the late 1950 and early 1940s,
goining a particulerly sharp expression in the moss movement
of appesition to L5, oggres.fon in Vietnam.

With the growth of the movement against the Vietnam war,
millions of Amearicans began to leamn that "their" government
could not be frusted to tell them the truth, that it lied not
just occasionally but constontly, as o matter of deliberate

paliey.

Lyndon Johnson's “credibility gop® was to contribute to the
uncovering of the scandals of the Mixon gang. The ontiwer
mavement, parficulorly the students, realized that the gov-
ernment could not be beliaved and begon conducting ifs own
research. Generally this centered on the involvement of
camput institutions in the war. The students exposed seem=
ingly innocuous research projects as covers for the develop=
mant of weapons . Anthropologists and sociologists were dis—
covered investigoting ways of deflecting the hatred of Asian
peasants far carrupt gavernments, cotaloguing the political
views and weapeans availeble to remate villages, or listing
geagraphical features thal might pose obstacles fo tonls.

The effects of this widespread distrust and the effortz of rod=
icalized young people & discover the truth should not be
underestimated . Reaching even into the government buredu-
cracy, they mode it Tncreasingly difficult for the government
to keep anything secret. Bureaucrats who opposed @ particulas
policy == for whotever remion == discovered thot o "leck"” in
the right place eould aften be more effective in forcing o
change thon lang and weoring arguments within the buregu-
cracy.

This situgtion has sometimes produced spectaculor results.
Meither the Mylai massacre nor the Penfogon Popers would
have become public knowledge without the previous radical-
ization and it effects on the capocity of the government fo
mainkain secrecy - h’hrlui wos exposed becouse of the irvesti=
gakions of Seymour Hersh, ot that Hme a reporter for an ob-
seure news service with no notional influence, ond becausa
low-ranking army lowyers Tnvolved in the cose were unwill-
ing to cooperate with the Pentagen in covering it up.

Danie| Ellsberg was hirself one of the intellectvals wham
Washington hires in large numbers to help it eveluate and
plan Tmperiafist stretegy. When he became disillusioned with
the povermment’s seeming inability to "learn” from its expe-
rience in Vietnam, he began by sending portions of the Pen-
tagon Papers fo liberal members of Congress. When that pro-
duced no results, he tried the Mew York Times, which pub-
lished them in order to push Mixen clazer to its own line on
the Ifidoching war.

The governmental trend toward further centralization is abo
contradicted by every democratic victory thal has been won
by radicalizing layers of the population. Civil rights legis-
lation, the eighteen-year-cld vobe, the right fo abartion,
abolition of the death panalty, efc., are all corcessions

won from the nuling closs in opposition to its needs for greater
regimentation of U.S. society == os the continual attempt to
roll back such concessions testifies.

The radicalization has sovere ly undermined some of the most
powerful of trediticnal ruling—class methods of control. Wor-
time patriatism, racism, ond red-baiting have become less
and less effective precisely becouse the radicalization is
bosed on opposition to the results of those policies. Beth
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Johmon and Mixon were therefore required to use more se—
cretive and [llegal methads of dealing with political oppe-
nents.

Such methods were the hidden side of Mixon's publicly pro-
elaimed "low and order” compaign against the effects of the
redicalizetion. For both the secret ond the open ospects of
his strategy, MNixon enjoyed the substontial backing of the
ruling closs; in the 1972 campaign this backing epproached
unanimity. Mixen was certainly net, & some have mointained,
striking out on his own when he euthorized the various Weater-
gate-style programs. The infomous 1970 secret spy plan; for
cxample, was drafted by a committee recruited from the high-
est levels of the state "security” opparatus. |t consisted of

the directors of the FBI, ClA, Deferse |ntelligence Agency,
Mational Security Ageney, and the heads of the spy groups

of sach of the armed services, in addition to o White Howse
oide reprasenting Mixen. These ore the “nonpartisen” buresu-
crats who stay on in their jobs no matter which party holds

the presidenc y and who are entrusted by the ruling class with
the deferse of the interests of the entire closs rather then

ony porticular sector of it.

Ewen those of Mixon's actions that served his own personal
interests rather than those of the ruling cless — spying en
the Democrats, troding favors for compaign contributions,
pte. —— were hordly fnnovations in U.5, capitalist politics,
Barry Goldwater hos claimed -- and there is no recson to
doubt him —— that the Democrats kept him under electronic
survaillance during the 1944 presidential compaign. Ambas-
sodorial posts and favorable business rulings from government
agencies have always been for sale to the highest bidder. If
the U5, ruling class does not desire venolity in it politi-
eiams, it nevertheless expects it,

But mever before have the normol operations of the U.5. gow-
ermment been made so visible to the entire country. Influen-
tial sectors of the ruling class cre in Faver of impeaching
Mixon or forcing his resignation because they hope that doing
5o will ebscure this view of reality with the illusion that,
after all, “the syatem works. " But while from the standpoint
of the ruling elas impeaching Mixon seams to be o leser
evil than the alternative of an indefinite prolongation of the
scandal, it is nat likely ta fulfill those hopes.

A Continuing Crisis

Watergate has already undermined the credibility not just of
Mixen but of copitalist government in the United Stotes.
Mixon's forced resignotion or impeechment would be o con-
firmation of the wideipreod belief that the government is not
to be trusted -— just os Agnew's resignotion was for many the
proof of an olready prevolent suspicion that "politicians are
crocks. "

Mixon's remaval would odd on unsettling precedent to L1.5.
capitalist politics. It would raise in the mosses the idea that
their democrafic rights sugh! ta include the right fo get rid
of unpopulor presidents or other officials without waiting
until the next election. (This is o right that the bourgeois
authars of the constitution =- wisely, from the viewpeint of
their interests — deliberately denied to the people )

From the standpoint of the ruling class, the best sutcome of
the Watergate scandal -- although one that now seems ex-
tremely unlikely — would be far Mixon to apologize for his
tronsgressions, promise to do better in the future, and then
finish out his ferm. This would meon that Mixon hod suceeeded
to some degree in covering up the extent of his crimes and
winning public ccceprance for the idea that the president
should be given consideroble lottitude to decide what actions
"notional security™ requires.



Social ists, on the other hand, hove every reason to encourage
the idea, which would goin legitimocy from Mixon's dismissal;
that presidents do not have the right to operata in secrecy,
evade the rules of demeeracy, spy on opposition political
groups, ete.

Bur while revolutionists thus have reason o favor Mixon's
remaval, for them what the ruling closs decides to do with
Mixen s nat the mest important question, Their task i to
sefze the opportunity offered by Watergate to explain to
newly receptive audiences the real nature of capitalist gov-
ernment in the Unifed States.

A good example of how this educational tosk can be carried
out it provided by the Socialist Workers party (SWF, the
U.5. Tretskyist orgenizetion. |n addition o expleining the
meaning of th:rgﬂ!c in its press, the SWP has reached aut
ta layers whe may never have read a revolutionary news—
paper but who are now willing to listen to o socialist explo—
nation of what Wafergafe reveals. This has been done through
the medium of o lowsuit agoinst Nixen dand eightean of his
subordinates.

Socialists have alwoys been confronted with the need o de-
fend their orgonizations and members against frame-ups and
have lang realized thot the best deferse s a political ane
that takes the fssues to the pubiic and mabilizes the broadest
possible support for the rights of the intended vietime. |n iks
suit ogainst the Mixon gang, the SWP has gane bavond the
usually rother narrow limik of such o defense compaign.

The suit ottocks the "right” of Mixon and his succeson to
wiretap, burglerize, infiltrafe, ond harass political groups,
and it seeks fo outlow such specific witch=hunr fools as the
otomey penercl's “subversive list, "

More important, howsver, is the foct that the suit serves as

a vehicle for carrying the revolutionary-socialist explanation
of Watergate throughout the country. The Political Rights De-
farse Fund (PRDF) hos been estoblished to suppert the suff

ard to help mobilize public opinion against all sspects of
government “dirty tricks.

Speakers for PRDF and the 5%WP make national tours explain-
ing the jsmues of stake . The suit hos already won wide support
from a variety of organizations and individuals all over the
cauniry.

The suit has provided o platform from which socialists are able
to exploin that Watergating is an inseporable part of eopiral-
ist government and can be ended only by o working-cles
government.

Whether the ruling elass removes Mixon or allows him to
finish out his term under o cloud of scandal, the crisis sym=
belized by Weatergate will continue to be a major foctar in
U.5. pelities. The conflict between the needs of imperialism
and the myth of bourgeais democracy was not created by
Mixon, and it will not be resalved by either his removal ar
retention in office.

In the longer run, then, Watergote bhas odded o new element
of fmtability ta U.5. politics. | is easy to foresee, for ex-
ample, that widespread demands for impeachment are a likely
response to ony unpopular action by future presidents.

And it s te be hoped ond expected that disillusienmeant with
the realities of copitalist government will win a widening
eudience in the United Stotes for the socialist alternative.
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PHLON

IN CISIS

by S. LOPEZ

The Argentine bourgeoisie is scored. More than thirky yeors
age it leunched o process of class collaboration betwean
Capital and Labor. Five years apo it reaped the result of
that process: the Cardobaza, ene of the highest peaks of
mass struggle in Argentine histery. (1) The Cordobazo marked
the beginning of @ series of semi-insurnectional moss struggles
that blocked the military dictatorship's plans for rationalizing
its system. But the Cordobaza shook not only the army-party,
which hod teken gver administering the offairs of state in
arder to do o job that ne baurgesis political party had been
able to handle. The Cordobaze alio shaok the entire ruling
closs, which sow the specter of socialism, of workers power,
arising out of the ruins of its ill-fated attempts at eloss eal-
laboratien.

The Emergence of a New Vanguard

Far the first time in Argentine histary, the closs shuggle for
socialism broke out of narrow . venguerd circles end took on

a dynamic of mas struggle. Since the fall of Peron in 1955,
Argenfina has seen successive attempts at setfing up dicta-
torial ond "democratic® regimes; but oll ottempts o sef up o
stoble regime hove failed. The experiences of years of strug-
gle, the repercussions of the Cuban and Vietnamese revolu-
ticns, ond the exacerbation of secial contradictions under the
Onpania regime [ 1%66-67) were to foster the emergence of
thousands of new militants and of sectors radicalized through
mobilization ond eloss struggle . For these thousands of mili-
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tants and new mass leaders, it wos not enough simply to push
the dictatorship to meet their immedicte demands. They
wanted to bring down the regime of copitalist explaitation
and dependance and build o new society, o socialist society.
The slagan “patria socialista® {socislist fatherland), which
symbalized this espiration, was faken up by wheole sections
of the masses.

The militery dictatership locked the meons to deal with the
new threat through @ massive and bloody repression. To do
that the armad forces would have had to toke on o moss move-
ment much more powerful than the sne that existed in Brozil
in 1944, Ared the bourgeoisie itself was not sufficiently united
to opt for a coup as in Chile in Septembar 1973, 5o the closs
confrontotion would hove to be different.

The bourgeois salution to the crisis of the dictatorship was to
return to a regime of parliamentary democrocy, reintroducing
inta palitical life the movemeant that had been banned for
eightesn years: Peronism. The absence of @ reveluticnary-
Marxist alternative —— an alternative that none of the portias
of the revalutionary left was able to offer == led to the mass
movement being channeled inte an &lectoralist rood. The ma-
jority of the thousands of new militents and leaders of radical-
ized sectors of the mouses == the people we call the broad
vanguard == identified thamselves with the left wing of the
Paranist moverrent, both with the armed Peronist orgonizafions
ard with the now wal‘\ argﬂnitﬂﬁnﬁs.

But the development of the moss movement ond the broad van-
guard was not mechonicelly counterposed to the whole expe-
rience of previows struggle. On the contrary, elements of the
general radicalizotion going on in the country were corried
info the Peronist movement, shorpening Peranism's internal
confrodictions, which immediately exploded into grave con-
frontations.

The demacratic parliamentary regime, along with the gronting
of all traditionel demacratic rights, very quickly proved in-
capable of controlling the mass movement. |n fact, eltheugh
it expected to get something out of Peronism, the maoss move—
ment -=- ond especially radicalized sectors within it == in-
tended te oo much furthar than the bourgeois leadership and
the Peronist bureaucracy hod planned on. After Cdmpora wos
fmougurated president on May 25, 1973, there were factory
occupations and big mebkilizations one after the ather. The
new government proved to be weak: Even before May 25 it
had to give in to moss pressure and free the palitical prison-
ers, without even woiting to go through any formalities. MNewv-
ertheless, for the bourgecisie it was nat se much its new gov-
arnmenta| representatives os the very system of rule through
the clamical mechanisms of parliamentary demacracy that
proved to be too weal to deal effectively with the radicali-
zation of the masses. Campora did not even lost 100 days.
After just @ menth and o half, the bourgeoisie conducted a
sort of coup against itself and readjusted its plers. The polit-
ical Tnstability of the new period emerged very clearly. The
meneuvering oom of the ruling clos wos quite narrow.

Forced March to the Strong State

The bourgecisic was sson fo begin a forced march foword
transforming ifs methods of le, toward establishing o sfrong
state in Argenting. The problem wes to transform the state
apparatus and make it copable of dealing with the explesive
character &f the elos struggle without hoving to directly call
on the palitically discredited armed forces, The problem was
to create an al [-powerful and omnipresent executive cble to
intervens quickly in any canflict, manipulating the demo-
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cratic rights that troditicnally go along with bourgeois de-
mocracy acesrding to the needs and desires of the moment,
transforming the parlioment inte a simple auxiliary of the
executive in which the pressures on groups representing vary-
ing sectors would exhawst themselves in endless wrangling in
corfidors and committess,

The enly man capable of leading this forced march toward a
strong stete was Juon Persn, because the fareed march re=
quired a series of political battles and skirmishes that only
someone commanding a cerfain omount of prestige within the
mais movement could hove waged without provoking general-
Tzed vielent reactions right from the start. Perdn entered the
government as the man of the right wing, as the leader of the
bourgecisie, ond not os the represenfative of the workers who
were supporting him. In order to defend the interests of the
ruling class and its allies, the Feronist union buresucrocy
pressed For a series of lows: the "Ley de Prescindibilidad"

for civil servants, (Z) the law on foreign investments, the

low an professicnal osseciations of the bureaucrocy, the eom-
pulsory arbitration low limiting the right to sirike, the uni-
versity law aimed ot adopting national education to the in-
terests of dependent Argentine capitalism, and 5o on.

And, todefend these some interests, the buresuverocy pushed
for o ban on the revoluticnary press, the subjugation of free-
dom of the press, o ban on public demonstrotions, o ban on
palitical activities in centers of notiona| education (colleges
and universities}, and the reintroduction of cersorship. And
all this preduced its usuol result: repression and torture of
revolutionary ond popular militants, Perdn himself gove his
personal approval fo the oppointment of Villar ond Mergoride,
ex=henchmen of the dictatorship whao are now in chorge of
the repressive apparatus, And this just ot the time when a
brood public response wos developing opainst the fortures
being inflicted on the imprisoned Peronist militants Camps,
Galli, ond Maastre.

The march to the strong state requires the elimination of the
weokest sectors of the state apparatus, those that are most
sensitive to mass pressure. The process of centrolization of
political pawer in the hands of the executive in order to press
ghead with the baurgesisie’s plans ran up ogainst some ob-
stocles in the attitude of some provinciol governments . Perdn
commands o sufficient parliomentary majority in Congress fo
get oround certain problems ond fo be able o offord the fux-
ury of allowing o few voices of pratest to be raised {os hap-
pened when the oppesition asked to question the minister of
the interior about torture]. But the federal system and the
relative autonomy of the pravinciel governments represented
a limitation on the project of setting up the sfrong stafe.
Under the plan the provincial governments were supposed fo
simply administrate public life along lines already leid down
by the national executive, The consequent crisis broke out
first in the two most important provinces: Buanos Alres and
Cérdoba.

In the case of Buenos Aires, Provinclal Governor Bidegain
simply gave in to Perdn's pressure. |n Cérdoba, things did
nat go sa smeathly . Chief of Police Colonel Movarre became
the faithful interpreter of the desires of the national execu-
tive power. |t was there in Cérdoba that we were treated o
the rother unusual procedure that exposed the farce that lurks
behind all bourgesis-demoeratic systems, especially in de-
pendent countries: The chief of police kicked out the provin-
cial governar while the natianal government locked on com-
placently. “Navarra's coup” could not have been pulled off
successfully if Mavarro had not been able fo count on sup—
port from the national government and from Perén himself.
Contrary to what hos been insinuated by cerfain sectors of
the Peronist youth, Perdn is nabody's prisaner, and he will



always be "in the grip” of those he comsiders most adept at
carrying out his political plans. Pertn is a prisener of his
pesition as a bourgeois leader consistently defending the in-
terests of his class: the owners of factories ond companies,
the exploiters of the warking class.

In the social and econemic sphere, the beurgecisie's plans
are clearly expressed in the Three Year Plan and the Social
Poct signed by the employers and the unian bureaucracy under
Pardn's ouspices.

All the efforts demanded of the working class to increase
production will be repaid with erumbs parsimoniously handed
out according to what will boost profits. A proliferation of
attacks and amaults led by the bureaucracy's goon squeds and
parcpalice gang will be necessory to enforce the sacial kuce.
Thus we ore seeing the curious phenomenan of a beurgesis
constitutional "democracy" moking itself the arganizer of
right-wing fermorism directed from the very pinnacle of the
government. When this extralegal repression is no longer
sufficient, the troditional forces of repression will move inte
action. And they wen't hesitate to shoot o kill, as they al-
ready did when they killed the Peronist militant Chejalen
during o demomstration just 150 feet from the Caso Rosoda
(the presidentiol polace).

All the bourgeois, refannist, ond eentrist leaden who went
to the Coso Roseda to ask Perdn to defend democratic rights
looked completely ridiculous! These who claim to have the
greafest admiration for Perdn act os if he wers an idist wha
does nat even know who he's working with. These politicians
asked Perdn to fire his minister of the interior, his private
secratary and minister of social welfare, his minister of laber,
his chief of palice, and so on. Can't they see that the man
most resparsible for the current policies of the government is
General Pertin himself?

Pertn chose his side o long Hime ago, the side of the bour-
geaisie. And he says so quite openly to anyone willing to
listen. Tin May Day he repeated it ance again from the bal-
cony of the Coso Rasada. In answering the rodieal sector of
the Percnist movement that cloimed to be hoving a dialogue
with him by asking "Whaot's going on, General?" Perén colled
these people idiots, mercenories, and traitors.

Ewolution of Peronism

The “socialist fatherland” will be constructed not with Persn
but ogainst him. The government of Parén is the government
of the bourgecisie, the exploiters, and the bureaverats wha
are fraitors to their closs. [t s not by defending this govern-
ment that the closs struggle will be pushed forward, but on
the contrary by fighting for o'workers government, o revolu=
ticnory workers and peoples government in which there will
be no place for the bourgecisie, the bureaucraey, or the
milifary.

Up to now the leaders of the rodicalized Peronist youth —
the lorgest sector of the brood vanguard —- have been fol low-
ing @ vacillating and conciliotory policy toward the bourgeois
and burecucratic leadership of the Peronist mevement. Predict-
ably, they have gotten nathing in retum but kicks and de-
feats. On May 1, the rank and file of the rodicalized Peron—
ist youth showed that they are not prepared to possively oc-
capt any affront. |n a generally spontoneous manner, thess

i litants turned their bocks en Perén ond waolked away when
the general started spouting his insults. This mass of 60, 000
youth furning t'e r backs on PerSn is indicative of the depth
of the precess o7 rupture going on between bourgecis and

bureaucratic Peronism and brood sectors of the mosses. When
one sees a break of the sort that teck ploce on May T, one
understands that the recsan the working class did not pour

out to demanstrate messively on May Day this year the way

it did lost year is that & certain skepticism and lack of per-
spective hos developed. What a striking difference there was
berween the May Doy celebrations during the first Perenist
govermment -~ when hundreds of thousands of workers packed
the July % Avenue in Buenos Aires —— and this year's miserable
farce, when the union bureaucrocy hardly manoged to ossamble
a few thousand curiosity-seekers! During this farce, this “Fes-
tival of Labor and Mationa| Unity™ arranged by the bourgeoi-
sie and the bureaucrocy, when Perén delivered his hysterical
tirade, he proved himself incopable of halding on to and con-
trolling even the Peronist sectors of the militant youth.

The ronk and file of the redicolized sectors of the Peronist
mavement has hod enough. The current leaders of these sec—
tors gre going fo start losing significont parts of their base,
who may leave the left becauwse of the leoders' vacillating
attitude and the role they play as a brake an the struggle.
The rodicalization cannot be held in rhe stroitjacket of tha
conciliationist two-stage tactic of making allionces with the
bourgesisie. Opportunism will necessorily be very costly in
this situation; it will throw these erganizations infe crisis
and will result in the loss of considerable energies ond forces
that are nonetheless needed for revelutionary struggle.

Sectors of the working elass are now showing the way far-
ward. The workers struggling in Acindor, Marothon and Mef-
con, at Villa Constitucion have showed in exemplary fashion
how 1o fight the bureaucrocy. They have developed unity in
sction without sectarianism, defended trade-unien democracy,
Built the brocdest possible soliderity among the whale popu-
latien, utilized militent methods of struggle like occupying
focteries ond orgonizing self-defense. Their struggle hos been
the strongest possible working-closs response to the fake elec-
tions to the Metallurgical Workers Unfon thot were erganized
by the Miguel, Otarc, and Calabro gang. The Ley de Pres-
cindibilidod has been used againgt the militant workers ot tha
national bank to counter their trade—union octivities. The
publishing workers in Rosorio, the workers in the military
factories, and the teachers throughout the country have bro-
ken with the Social Pact in order to fight for higher woges,
thereby showing what they thought of the increcses granted
by the Great MNotional Parity Commission, a bedy controlled
by the employers and the union bureaucrats .

Advance Without Stopping

The struggles of the working closs hove to be pushed forward,
extended, and despensed around unifying themes thot are most
:Irnngly Falt l:ly all the workers. The workers have o res,p-aq-u:l
to the growing centralization of the bourgecisie's offensive
against them with their own cenfralization and orgonization.

—— Against the Social Poct, for higher wages.

-= Agoinst the bureaucrocy, for workers demacrecy and con=
trol of the unions by the workers themselves.

== Against repression, for the relesse of the political pris-
oners, for an inquiry into torture and the trial of those res-
ponsible for it.

~= Against the assassinations and terrorism of the right, for
the erganization of self-defense in all mass skruggles.

—— Against negotioted dependence on imperialism, for no-
tionaolization without compensation of imperialist companies
and monopalies, for nonrecognition of the foreign debt, and
far the breaking of all agreements that howe been reached
with imperialism.
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-- Against the londed oligarchy, for the ograrien revolution
and the monopoly of foreign trade.

-- Against the employers’ power, ogainst superexploitotion
and capitalist anarchy, for workers control of production.
-- Agairst the govemment of the bourgeoisie, for a revalu=
Hanary workers and peoples govemnment.

Against the bourgeoisie's offensive and its march toward the
shong state we must counterpose the broadest unity in action
of all workers and popular sectors. We must fronscend sec-
torianism and prejudices through discussion on specific points,
on the nitiatives needed to develop the strugale, mobiliza-
tion, and organization of the mosses,

The decisive battles between the bourgeoisie and the working
class have not yet token place. But the elass cenfrentation

is inavitoble, for the bourgeoisie's political plans cannat be
reconciled with the aspirations of the werking elass and the
yauth.

The workers and youth can base themselves on an experience
in struggle that has been significontly enriched during the
past few years. But they must go beyond opportunist, centrist,
and temporizing positions that are compromising their revolu=-
tionery potential in o dangerous manner. The anly altermative
for the working closs is to edvance without stopping, o the
Chilean comrades say, or o suffer o defeat that will jecpar=

dize their situation for a leng time to come.

The bourgeoisie hes not yet succeeded in establishing the
political and economic stability that it needs. Foctars that
give it strenath taday will be the source of new contradic-
tons tomarrow. Although Perdn is o leader capable of forcing
through his pelitical program, the crisis of the Peronist mowve=
ment — which is pow overt and very deep —= will jeopardize
these vary bourgenis institutions that hove been so painstak-
ingly set up. And the bourgeoisie krows that movements Iike
Peronism da nat survive their loaders, as France and Portugal
have recently demonstrated. The beurgeoisie today is not

yet prepared for such an eventuality, but it is waorking fever-
ishiy to get prepared. For behind the smiling and amiable
focade, significant fissures ore developing in the bourgeois
and bureaucratic frant.

1. The Cordobozo was an insurrectionary genenal strike that
took place in 1967 in the city of Cérdoba. Shartly after the
Cordobozo, the Ongenfa regime wos replaced by the diche-
torship of General Alejandro Lonusse .

2. The Ley de Prescindibilidad allaws the govemment to loy
off civil servents without geing through any formaliries.

HONG KONG

THE DISE OF

WORKELRS STIUCCLES

by S. S. WU

The economy of Hong Kong hes been detoriorating for the
past two years. During that time the eost of living has in-
creased by 49 percent even occording fo the most conserva=
Five statistical estimates. Wages, on the ather hand, have
remained stagnant. Huge quantities of foreign capital have
withdrawn from Hong Keng sesking cheaper lobor in Toiwen
and South Korea. This hes created massive unemployment in
Heng Keng. Even some officials of the colanial dministra~
tion admit that the number of unemployed may be o5 high as
100, 000. Secial tension bern of the grave economic crizis
is sharpening in spite of the colenial government's empty
pramises of improvement. Even the overtly progovermment
television stations have been developing o mare critical of-
titude toward the govermnment's pelicies under the pressure of
the crisis.

[t is no wonder that broad sections of the population blome
the government's ecanomic policies for the present state of
affairs. In fact, the government took the lead in escalating
the erisis by legalizing higher taxes and tolerating price in-
creases for public services like electricity, telephones, goso-
line, and so an. 1t has been completely passive in face of
growing unemployment and tolerates speculation.
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Workers and the Radical Tradition

Paricdically, the bourgeois press expresses fear of new out-
breaks of mass riating, for the people lack any legal channel
even to expres their discontent, not to mention to struggle
for any sort of structoral change . Apart from the Fny boss-
controlled union, the only organized force that exists within
the working clos fs under Mooist leodership. They follow
Peking's line that this is o Hme for peaceful coexistence and
not closs struggle —- not even class struggle of o completely
defensive noture . So the Macist-dominated unions hove of-
fered no response fo the present erisis. Rank-and-file mifi-
tants fee| deeply uncasy chout this. Recently, thess most-
political elements refused to go along with the union in
holding an "anti-Lin, enti=Confucious” ferum to support the
campaign going on in China. The reasan i that so long as
tha union does not offer antwers to the mest pressing daily
problems that threaten the bare existence of thousands of
workers, it is meaningless to try to toil-end the events in
China.

The document issued by the Twentieth Congres of the Hang
Kang Federation of Workers Uniens mokes no mention of the
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Kowloon, wolled city. Behind facade of prosperity.

current economic crisis or its far-reaching effects on the work-
ing claoss. lmstead it claims thet China's-developing trode re-
lationz with other couniries will help 1 improve the workers
situation in Hong Kong. It is worth noting that for the Firest
Hme the Maaoists cre attocking "ultraleft" tendencies in the
warkerns movement. This is o refercnce to the radical ronk-
and-Ffile militonts in the leftst unions, the independent radi-
cal young workers, and the revelutionary youth oroanizations .

In the past twa years there have been hundreds of spontoneous
strikes. The young workers have ployed o prominent role in
therm . -But the unicns have been unable to recruir these young
warkers, one of the recsors being that the unicns either ab-
stained from these strikes or intervened tfo bring obaut com-
promises. Becouse of the reletionship of forces, mast of these
strikes failed. In these coses, the workers in struggle found
themse hves isoloted, although hed they been well organized
they could have developed solidarity actions. This sort of
multiplicofion of unsuccessful struggles could have bad effects
on the workers movement in the long run. Cnly the rodical
youth orgonizations are oware of this prablem and are trying
to find ways of reaching the rodicalized workers.

These youth groups are products of the youth movement of the
early 1570s ond are divided an organizations| and political
problems. The Workers Education Committes, which puts out
the publication "The Exposure, " cloims ro be Marxist-Lenin-
ist, but has manifested strong syndicalist tendencies and
greatly underestimates the impartance of the social move-
ment. Consequently, this group can recruit seme young work-
efs but cen hardly carry the struggle forward . Politically, it
has ovoided foking o precise position an Ching,

The “70s Biweekly Group” (originally based arcund the 705
Biweekly magazine) has experienced two splits and skl re-
foins a new-lefi-type organization. |t wos onee chorocterized
by o student newspaper as "semignarchist and semi- Trofskyise, !
The workers commission of the 705 Biweek ly Group s still
quite octive, but it locks o guiding strateay and clear per-
spective. One of the groups that split fram the "70:" {in
September 1973), the Student Express, hes been founded on

¢ basically revelutienory-Mandist program. But this group
directs itself only to the high~school stedents, whe lack any
tradition of rodical mevement.

The other group that split from the "70s, " which puts cut the
"Daily Fighting Bulletin" and “Action,” cleerly adheres to
revolutionary Marxizm. In October 1973 this group succass-
fully intervened in the struggle at the Arvin Electronic foc-
tory, prepering and organizing o strike and politically de-
feating the Magist union. This was the first time that a youth
group had been able to really Join the workers struogle and
win the political leadership. As a result of this struggle, the
mast militant worken were attracted to the group, some of
them becoming virtuol members of i1s workers committes . Ap

the some time, for several months this group has been accu-
mulating young rodical electronic warkers and s systemati-
cally striving for the establishment of an electrical workers
union.

The Mao-spontengists, mestly young students, are complately
cufside the workers movement and do not make any atempt
to intervene in it. But the growing werkems discontent has
hiod repercussions on them. The young Maoists ore divided
on the question of whether or not fo advance the class strug-
gle in Hong Kong. But the supporters of neither side carry
aut any actucl activity. There is great passibility that in the
future these young Mooists moving towerd the workers move-
ment will engage in united=front action with other groups,
for they lock the experience and tradificn in the wadkers and
youth movement to go it alone.

Building the Anti-inflation Moverment

On March 17, 19740 public forum on the problem of unem-
ployment wos organized by the Christion Industey Committes,
a group vaguely inclined foweard reformism that put cut a
nowspaper called "Warkers Weekly" for three years in the
early 1970s. (The paper received little resporse.) The meet-
ing turned out fo be a turbulent one in which abeyt 500
workers directed their attack beyond unemployment to the
whole economic and political structure . This wes sharpened
by the conscious intervention of two revelutionory Marist
groups. By the end of the meeting, the noture and [imits of
refarmism were clearly exposed. In general the workers at
the meeting were dissatisfied with the reformist claim thatr
unemployment could be dealt with os on isolated sacial phe-
nemencn and that the fight against it could be waged through
legal channels that don't exist aryway.

Another, more sophisticated, forum wos orgonized by the
Heng Kong Federation of Students. Some 400 people attended
the forum, sbout half students and helf workers. The Federa-
tion invited two speckers from reformist tendencies, but their
speeches were to weak and self-contradictory thet their line
was refected by nearly the whole audience. A Mooist gave o
good description of the esealaling economic erisis on o world
scale, but said nothing about hew to respond to the crisis.
The last speaker wos @ member of the Workers Education Cam—
mittee. |n his speech he stressed the necessity for the workers
to work fowarnd united struggle.,

These two forums attrocted the attention of the working closs,
for the workers are locking for o leadership that can lead
them o an improvement of their misercble conditions.

The Federation of Hong Kong Students hos set up a special
committee for this compaign. A special issue of their paper
put out In April 1974 roised o series of demands: that the
colonial gavernment fightly contrel the prices of commaodi-
ties, especially of rice and electricity; thot the govermnment
stop the speculation that further endongers the pesple’s Tive-
lihood; that the government withdrow at least a guarter of it
savings bonds in London; that the govemment abolish the
“three highs pelicy” (high rents on housing, high rents an
land, and high toxes) in favor of a pragressive tax. But there
is great doubt as fo whether the Federation will oct directly
to push the movement forward . Furthermare, the Federation
fears the radical youth greups and is very sectarian, refusing
to cooperate with the rodical groups in a joint struggle.

Another committee to fight against inflation was set up by
the "70s Front." |k central demaond is that the govemment
establish unemployment insurance ond freeze prices. |n late
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HONG KONG

Mareh 1974 this group organized some forty students and
workers and i3 preparing the struggle. But it still refuses ta
formulate a clear sirategy for the movement and refuses to
lead the streggle democratically. This group will not go be=
yond being @ spontanecus action group on the order of fhe
earlier 70s Group.

A third committes wos crected by the Student Express and
the Daily Fighting Bulletin. Its three main slogens are: im-
mediate price freeze; immediate cost-of-living escalofor
clauses and astablishment of a minimom woge; ond establish-
ment of unemployment insurance . The committee slse calls
for the workers to combine their struggle with o brooder 30—
cial movement. A strategy ond outlock will be published in
an jmue of "Octaber Review.” In addifion, the "Daily"
group has been appealing to the workers to organize them-
celves in order to corry sut the coming struggle effectively.
This group held o mesting an April 7, 1974 that wes attended
by obout sixty workers. An enlarged meeting and some fur-
ther actions were planned for May.

Despite the initial division within the movement, even the
government expects that @ mossive workers upsurge will de-
velop ofter May 1574,

The Perspectives
The colonial gavernment and the baurgeaisie foce a deepen-
ing economic and social crisis that they ore unable to salve
by themselves. This means that the working class in Hong
Kang will suffer fram the Tising cost of living. The anfi=in-
Flation movement represents the first ottempt by the warking
clags to carry out a united struggle.

It is very clear that if the workers come together o fight in-
flation, the colonial edminisiration ard the bourgeoiiie ore
prepared to make some concessions, the extent of which will
be determined by the relatianship of forces and the situation
defined by the relationship of forces.

Even the reformists realize this and are willing to take the
inftiative whenever they feel they have o moss base ond
broad suppart. The forum orpanized by the Christion Industry
Committee fs o siriking example. But the refermists will rot
go beyond minimal econemic demands and will try fo choke
off the dynemic of the mes movement in arder to preserve
the status quo. The line of the student reformists, erystallized
in the Hong Keong Federation of Students, is not qualitatively
different from the line of the reformists, although they differ
fram the refarmists in their conscious rejection of the colonial

government.

Mevertheless, the Federotion of Students seas the movement

A
B AIED
MAY DAY
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in Hoag Kong as divided into different "stoges" among which
there is virtually no interconnection. The anti-inflation move-
ment is seen os a purely economic siruggle; its transitional
character is ignored . So long as the Federotion of Students
sees itself o3 “the censeience of sociery” ond refrains from
analyzing the objective situation, in perticular the nature

of the Maeist unions, it will only urge the workers to unite
around one Jssue or action but never urge the workers fo or=
ganize around o persistent and militant line.

In the view of revaolutionary Marcists, the anti-inflation
mevement iz a springbeard for on anticolonial and anficop-
italist mess movemant. In addition, the longer the movemant
develops, the more the character of the Maoist line will be
exposed . This means that the Maoists will be abandoned by
the messes, And it alsa means that the moss mavement will
become a threat fo the Chinese burecucrats.

The tasks of the revolutionary Marxists are cleor:

First, this is a histeric chonce for revolutionary Marxists to
engage in joint octions with rodicol workers, 1o appeal fo

the whale working class, and to recruit the most polificized
elamants or hels them get orpanized, In those sectors where
the Maoists are weak, like emong the electricol workers, fhe
affart to prepare mass unions is the central task. In these sec-
tors that are deminated by the Meoists, the most militant

and politicel elements should be recruited to build o hord=
care group inside and cutside the Mooist unions. With re=
spect to the Maaist unisns, revelutionary Marxists shauld
demeratrate the correctness of their own analysis and their
willingness to defend the interests of the working class through
practice . Furthermore, they should present clear answers to
the problers of Hong Kong and China. The ultimete goal iz
to win over these workers politically.

Second, we should make a pelitical intervention into the
process of differentiation among the Maoo-sponrandists . We
should vigorousty explain to the disillusioned young Maoists
that the compramise pelicy of the Heng Kong Maoists is not
accidental. 1t iz o conseguence of the degeneration of the
Chinese revalution. In no case should we be sectarian to-
ward them.

Third, the vest number of high-:chool students cannat be ne-
glected . They are the workers of fomemow.

All the social farces that can be reached by the revolufionary
arxists should be united in the present anti-inflafion skrug-
gle. Political education should be conducted, using concrete
exomples. The anti-inflation movement will grow over o
higher-level struggles enly when revolutionaries are able to
win leadership of them and give them o serse of direction
and organization.

"W are the working closs withaut Moy Day." 5o began o
Moy Day leaflet distributed amaong the warking popu latinn

by the Hong Kaong Anti-Inflation Action Committes (HKALAC)
and the May Day Warkers Commission (MDWC) . The HKALAC
i+ jointly organized by twa revolutionary Marxist youth or-
ganizations [the 15A and the Daily Fighting Bulletin) that
have been striving to unify on o principled basis. The MDWC
is a newly formed young workers group led by the Daily

group .

I spite of the warsening economic situation and the growing
militancy of the workers, the Maoist—cantrolled Hang Keng

Federation of Trade Unicrs -— the most powerful workers ar-
ganization in Hong Kang, which groups together sixty-six



trode unions with a eombined membarship of 130,000 == pra=-
fers to celebrate May Doy in cocktail-party fashion. Even
the For Eastern Economic Review, @ liberal bourgeois publi-
cofion, osarved in its April 29 isswe thot "the HKFTU has
long been quiet, doing little in the woy of agifation or strike
oraonization since the oftermoth of the 1947 communist riofs. "
But despite the inactivity of the HKFTU, sponfaneous strikes
hove sccurred throughout Hong Fong during the past two
years, At the same Hime, active rank-and=filers in the Maoist
unicrs hove developed a more éritical attitude toward the

line of the union leodeships. Recently, as the Daily group
has become more active and influential in the working closs,
same rank-ond=file workers in the Macist unions have estob-
lished contact with the Daily group on their own initiative.
They see the position of the revolutionary Marxists on workens
struggle in Hong Kong as an aeffective alternative, aven
theugh their orgonization is still tiny compared to the Maoo-
ists’ .

The MEFTU s cerfainly not unawore of the grave crisis rep-
resented by the current situation. The leadership's first im=-
pulse wos o condemn the “ultmaleft tendency™ developing in
the workers movemeant. But cbviously this could not helr the
grawing militancy of the workers. In order to sose pressure
from the ronks that could result in splits in the unions in the
near future, the HIKFTU was compelled to onnounce their
full suppart to werkers struggles that cencentrated on demands
for wooe incremses and against spiralling prices end firings.
This waos done in |ote April. The general response of the mank
and -file wos, in the words of o leader of the 1947 strupgles
whao came to discss with the Doily group, that "the HKFTU
should put forward a plan of action to defend the interssts
aof the working class. "

Despite their own weokneses in organization and tradition,
the revolutionory Mardists howe been making every effort to
unite and cenfralize the workers movement, After May Doy,
the workers struggles will occelerate and sharpen.

At the moment, the HKAIAC and the MDWC aore preporing
for a mass molly fo protest the miserable situation of the worlk-
ing closs ond particularly the skyrocketing prices. Originally
they intended fo stoge the rally on May Dey. But since May
Day is.nat a public haliday (1) it is difficulf to expect ochive
perticipetion by the workers 3o long os the movemant & still
disorganized and unable to erswre work stoppages on thet day,
5o the oction was shifted to the first Sunday after May Day at
Victory Park, o ploce where large demonstrations hove been
held and where police brutally oftacked youth mobilizotions
in 1971.

The HEAIAC ond the MDWC filed their opplication for o
rally permit with the rolonial police on April 27. On April
2% the police indicated — without giving any reasen —- that
permission would probably not be granted. The Asian Student
Unicn ot the Chinese University was the first ta respond fo
the colonial odministration. According to the Stor, a right-
wing, precolonial newspaoper, "o spokesman for the Student
Union of the Chinese Univarsity soid they were supporting
the rally becouse they felt on onswer ta the inflation prob—
lerris wos vital ta Hong Kong's survival . " Preparation for the
rally wos uninterrupted . Cn April 30 big-choracter posfers
were pested up on the walls of public buildings ond foctories.
Slogans were painted on the walls. The mood of the working
closs wes 5o tense that the palice dored not interfers. [t was
clear that the palice were afmid of a strong warking-clas
response it they tore the posters off the walls and erased the
painted slogans. On May Day the police approved the op-
plication for the rally permit.

The two groups carried oul intensive propagonds ond agita-
Hon before the May 5 rally. Mere than 1,000, 000 copies of
[eaflets calling on the workers to talee part in the anti-infla-
tion movement were distributed. 1n addition, mebile propa-
ganda units wera sent onto the streets in defiance of colonial
regulations. The police were compelled to stand by idly.
Zven by comservalive estimates, mere than 5,000 people are
wxpected to partieipate in the rally.

In & Mey 3 press conference called by the rally organizen,
Leung Chun Kwong, o spokesmon for the HEAIAC, explained
that "the May 3 rally is but the first oction of the anti-inflo-
tion movemant. Similar and larger mallies will be held during
May. If the government remains indifferent to the defericrating
aconomic sifuotion, more rodical actions will be organized in
June. Por instance, moss protests and parades will be held in
workers neighborboods or in Morse Park (in the heort of the
most exploited district] . Should the government remain pas-
sive in foce of inflation, o general strike by the warkers and
students will be prepared.” Leung also stressed that "in any
case, the interests of the foiling mosses will be defended by
any meons necessary and at any cost in consonance with the
aspirations of the people . ™

While remaining oware of their own relative weokness, the
revolutionary Marxists, whe are producks of the youth move-
ment of the early 1970, greatly exploited the fovorable sip-
vation. The govermment and the Mooists have been farced to
refreat and are now on the defensive. The tramitional de-
mands put forward by the rwe groups are mainly economic.
But without raising sueh slogans 7t is impossible to unite the
warkers and make inreods among the workers in the Maaist
trode unions. |n addition to the May Day Workers Commis-
sfan, the Doily group hes set up the nuclews of a High Schoal
Students Action Committee. This group will moke its first
public appearance at the May 5 rally.

The colonicl government is now pretending to be somewhat
rare resporsive to the needs of the population, but the hard-
ships imposed by the low living standerd have not been alle-
viated ane fota. On April 30 Beitish police arrested Poter
Gedbar, a former Hong Kong police superintendent who hadl
fled to Britain in Jume 1973 to escope cherges of corruption
emaunting fo the theft of more than 4 million Hong Kong
dollars. Lest August and September, an anticarruption move—
ment was built among various tendencies in the student meve—
ment, But that movement come to a halt in October when the
split between the reformist and revolutionory tendencies tool
place. At the time, the revolutionery Mardists were oo weak
to take any initiatives on their own. But in just six months'
time, they hove been able to organize o social movement
without having fo depend on the other student erganizations
or the 70s Biweekly graup. Their ability to de so has shocked
all the cther groups, including the Maoist ones. Today the
Maoishs have been forced to concede thot they consider reve—
lutionary Marxism patentially the mest dangerous tendancy

in the workers movement .

"In Heng Kong, * os one leading member of the Daily group
put it, "May Doy has come a little late. But it is coming
anyway. And the most impartant thing is that when it finally
does come, it will ba hare to stay " O
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We are putlishing below e joint declaration fssued by thres
argonizotions: the Ligas Comunista Revalucionarie-Euzkadi to
Askarasuna, VI (Revolutionary Communist Leogue-Basque MNa-
tion and Freedom, Sixth Congress), @ Spanish sympathizing
organization of the Faurth International; the Ligo Comunista
Internacionaliste {Internotionalist Communist League), Portu=
guese sympathizing erganizafion of the Fourth |ntemational;
and the Unido Operaria Revohicionoria (ReveluHeonary Workers
Unien}, a Porhuguese revelutionary=Marxist erganization that
is drowing mear to the LCI,

The comrades of the LC| have been vigorously octiva in the
Portuguese avents: they organized o contingent of several
thousand people te march in the May Doy demonstration in
Lisbon. When the revolutionary left was denied o speaker ot
the main rally, the LC| militants, along with members of
other orgenizations, led a contingent sut of the Lishon sta-
dium and held o meeting of more than 10,000 participants,
under the protaction of soldiers and sailers.

On May 1%, the LCI formed a united front with the Partide
Revelucionario de Proletoriade (Revalutienary Proletarian
portyl, Unidade Revelucionaria Marcista-Leninista (Revolu=
tionary Maorxist-Leninist Unity), end the Comissoes de Bose
Socializstas (Secialist Base Commissions) and haid o meating
in Lisbon of more than 2, 500 people, The speaker wos Ernest
Mandel, o leader of the Fourth Internotional .

Mande| put the situation in Portugal in the coantext of the

rise of the colenial revolution and the rise of werkers strug-
gles fn Europe since 1948, He then sketched out the general
lires af the revolutionary alternative to the pelicy of those

wha want to “corsolidate the democratic stage spered on
Apeil 25."

Clur comrades of the LCI also organized a united meeting of
tha far left on Friday, May 24, Maore then 5,000 pecple par-
ticipated. Further, when the government rejected the workens

demands that the minimum woge be set of 8, 000 escudas o
month (about USE192) == the CP minister of lober announced
that the minfmum wage would be 3, 300 ezcudes — the LC]
took the inftiative ro press for o united demonstration of the
revalutienary left, On Moy 25 more than 15, 000 demonstra-
tors marched through the streets of Liskon. The slopons "Cap-
itzlism no! Socialism yes! " and "Down with copitalist explai-
tation!" rang through the march, The thowsands of marchers
wenf to the government paloce and then to the military hos-
pital to demand the release of Perlta, o Cuben afficer ar-
rested by Partuguese troops in Guinea-Bisay, The demanstra-
tors besieged the hospital far the entire night af May 25-24.
The government banred on-the-spot radio end television
coveroge of the demanstration, and especially of the inter-
vention by the police. This proveked a massive protest by
radio and newspoper reparters, wheo objected to the attempt
to reintroduce cemsorship.

In fece of the rise of workers struggles, the CP and the 5P
have been churning cut shameful declorations elaiming that
striking workers ore being manipuloated by "provecateurs” ar
by "grouplets playing fnte the hands of the recctionaries,”
But important sections of the working class that for the fist
time in decodes see the chance to win their demands are nat
prepared to accept such assertions.,

This apens up great possibifities for the revalutionaries, whe
by stimulating the brocdest and most unifiad demonstraficns
areund the workers demands are shawing that there must be
n@ illusians in the coalition government with the bourgeaisie fi
or in the militory junto. In this way eur commdas of the LCI
are insisting on the fact thet the workers must rely on their
awn mobilization and on the creation of thair awn orgens of

struggle.
INPRECOR I

COMMILNIOUE

The sinister Salazar-Costono dictotorship has cemed 7o exist.
Foced by o sitvetion that promised soon to became intelerable,
a saction of the bourgeaisic ected through its army and over-
throw the fascist regime that was incopable of contralling
either the mass movement in Portugal or the struggles in the
colonies. But the working closs and the working masses tesk
advantage of this grove crisis of bourgesis leadership to toke
to the streehs themselves and to destroy the fascist repressive
apparatus (the secret police, the Legion, the foscist bands)

by their own oction.

The mass demenstrations began on April 25, the very day of
the coup, ond continued through succeeding days — thousands
of people marching with banners, shouting militant slogans,
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corrying red flags. In the course of these days thousands of
woices were foised demanding "End the colonial war now!®
"Immediate independance for the eolonies! " “MNat ane more
seldier for the colonies!!" Concurrently, slogans were roisad
areund sacisl demands {minimum wage of &, 000 escudos for
all} and democratic demands (right fo strike, freedom of ex-
pression and assoeietion). These demands were the ones most
deeply falt by the factory workens, employess, and students.
Wanguord militonts (these of the Ligo Comunisto Internociona-
lista ond the UniBe Cperaria Revalucionaria, as well as athers)
were followed by thausands of demenstrators when they carried
banners affirming the independence of the working closs and
its leading rele in the revelutionary process that will end cap-
italizt rule: "Down with capitolist expleitation!” "Power io
the Workers | " “Workers, soldiers: Socialist revelution!”
Threughout the country, hundreds and thousands of soldiers
and sailors demorstroted, many with fists raised, carrying red
banners, marching shoulder to shoulder with the warkers, They



also took up the slogans, especially those calling far the unity
of all the workers, whether in uniform or not, [ike: "Workers
and saldiers, it's the some struggle!®

The *Junta of Mational Health® headed by General spfhola
began to become concerned obout these gigantic militant
demonstrations ond obout the beginning of the arganization
of the workers, Traide and outside the army: the entifescist
actions in the fectorias and in the media, the influx of mem-
bers jnto the unions, the meetings of soldiers ond zailors in
the barraclks and on the ships, the emergence and develop-
ment of political porties, ond so on. This combativity and
this beginning of organizotion shewed the junta that the Paor=
tuguese workers will not let fhemselves be fooled so sasily,
that they will respond through struggle to the deterioration
of their living ond working conditions, that millions of Por-
tuguese demand an immediate end fo the colonial war, that
ever brooder sections of soldiers ond soiloms (workers and em-
pleyaes ig uniform) ore not prepared to boord ships for the
eolonies and fight ogainst their African worker comrades.

The LCI and the LMOR are jointly confronting their feshs of
getting into the working clos ond mobilizing the shudents.
They are forming onficolonialist commitiees to support the
struggle ogoinst Porfugoese imperialism; they are developing
antimi [itarist ectivity in the cmy and omeong the student and
worker youth, with the ocfive support of the Fourth Inferna=-
tfional and in porticular of the LCR-ETA, V1 of 5pain.

* DOWN WITH PORTUGLESE COLOMIALISM!

* |MMEDIATE INDEPENDENCE FOR THE COLOMIES!

* END THE COLOMNIAL WAR MOW|

* LOMNG LIVE THE ARMED STRUGGLE AGAINST PORTU-
GUESE | MPERIALESMI

* LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTIOMARY UNITY OF THE
WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES OF PORTUGAL AND THE
COLOMIEST

= FOR THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION | N PORTUGAL AND
THE COLOMIES]

After the murder of the anarchist militant Salvedor Puig An-
tich, the Froncoist dictatorship carried oul preventive arrests
of more than £00 militants of the werkers and revalutionary
orgonizations, emong them severa| members of the LCR-
ETA, V1. Ar the some time, the press hos onnounced that
death sentences hove been osked apainst five more people,

ohe anarchist and four Masists. To defend all militantks of
all workers organizations against repression no matter what
their politice| affiliotion is on urgent tosk for all workers
and revolutionaries .

* SOLIDARITY WITH THE SPAMNISH WORKERS AND REVO-
LUTIOMARIES AGAIMST REPRESSIOMN!

* FREE ALL THE POLITICAL PRISOMERS!

* DOWN WITH THE FRAMNCOIST DICTATORSHIP!

Salazar made an allionee with thiz bloody dictatorship. It
wos called the Iberion Pact, The Junto of Mational Health,
as General Spﬁ'lah fold the Spanish press, is disinclined fo
breck this pact, or even fo "framsform” it. The Portuguese
workers who overthrew fascism must demand the brecking of
the Iberion Poct and ol other alliances with France's mur-
derous dictatorship.

* NO PACT, NO ALLIAMNCE WITH THE FRAMNCOIST DIC-
TATORSHIP!

* PORTUGAL MUST BE A BASE OF SUPPORT FOR 5PAMISH
REVOLUTIOMNARIES!

& THE PEVOLUTIONALY UPSLIRCE

Declaration of the United Secretariat of the Fourth Intemational

The Salozarist dictatorship in Portugal hos collopsed undar
the deadly blows of the African national liberation fighters.

The background to the military coup that overthraw the da-
crepit and moth-eaten fascist regime of Coetano and com-

pany was the erisis within the bourgeoisie created by the
development of a sector of finance copital that fovors @ neo-
colonialist selution in Guinea-Bissau, Mozombique, and
Angola, @ move toward the European Commen Market, and
o modemization of the country's economic and secial struc-
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tures. This sector is represented, for example, by the Portu-
guese banker Anténio Champalinoud and by the Compenhia
Vinao Fabrol trust. Unlike the Sponish bourgeoisie, which
fears even the slightest liberalization becouse of the degree
of mekilizakion, eroonization, ond combativity of the work-
ing closs, impertant sections of the Portuguese big bourgesisie
considered it possible to open @ bourgecis—democratic inter-
lude "in order and discipline” witheut running the risk of
revolution in the shart term because of the (relative) political
and orgenizational beckwardness of the working class in Por-
tugal.

For the moment, there is no doubt that the Ageil 25 militery
coup has opened the way for o rapid and surprising moss up-
surge that iz threetening to franscend the limits set down by
Spfnala and the bourgeaisie. The lifting of the lead weight
of fascism has reloased enormaous quantities of energy that
hae been held back by half a century of dictatorship. The
bourgesisie was caught unawares. |n the sksence of any al-
ternative polifical opparatus, it wos obliged temperarily to
cede the foreground of the politicel scene to the Communist
and Socialist parties. |t reasoning s nearly the same os that
of the Italian and French bourgeoisies after the foll of fascim
in 1944. The intent is lo neutralize and contain the mess
mavement by infegrating the CP into coalition governments
with the "democrotic” bourgeoisie.

What role are the reformists ploying in this situation? The
Saciol Democrats, led by Mario Soares, are unconditionally
supporting the gavemment of "national unien, " which ex-
tends from the CF to the bourgeois liberols. The Porfuguese
CF, which bacouse of its prestige in the antifescist resistance
has hegemony within the working class, is also prepored to
sacrifice averything an the altar of national unity and is
avaiding any oction that cantrodicts the junta's orientation.
In its May 5 demomstration, for example, the CF did rof say
one word obout independence for the colonies. Instead, it
denounced "odventurism, ® going 3o for as to oppose the "il-
legal™ everthrow of the fascist municipal governments that
are =kl functioning (which is beginning fo hoppen nearly
averywhers in spite of the CP). Bath the 5P and the CP are
basing their whole policy on unity between the "pecple”
{including the beurgecisie) ond the "armed forces” {as a
whaole) .

One of the mast important aspects of the Fortuguese explo-
sion has been the politicization and radicalization within
the army. Several tendencies can be discerned within the
officer comps:

1. The top hierarchy, fascist in the pest, which is trying to
quickly establish "order and discipline” while of the some
time purging its most compramised elemants. (A fow days
age, dozens of generals and admirals were kicked out.) As
the leading force in the Junta of National Health, the top
hierarchy is issuing many warnings, appeals for order, <and
velled threats, while at the same Fime it is giving ground in
face of pressure from the young officers and the mas upsurge.

2. The career coptoins, odvance guard of the April 25 mave-
ment, petty-bourgecis democrats whe could move sharply to
the right when confronted by a "red donger. ™

3. The "militic® coptains (nonprofessionals), the numerical
majority in the amy, strangly influenced by the 5P and the
CP and even by far-left currents.

As far the saldiars and sailors, they were seen in the streets
on May 1 marching arm in arm with the workers and students,
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with red banners bearing the hammer and sickle flying from
their trucks. The radicalization was especially infense in the
navy, where in 1936 there had been a red rebellion in favor
of the Spanish republic. Attempts at self-organization ore
baginning in the barracks and en the ships.

The most pressing task and the most difficult one for the pro=
visional gavernment is ending the celonial war.

The revolt against the continuation of the war is practically
unanimous among both the civilion population and the seol-
diers and sailors. That was the immediate cause of the fall of
the Caetana regime. Mow, soldiers are refusing ta board
ships heoded for the colonies . Antiwar discontent is appeor-
ing amang meny young officers as well. Militant opposed fo
the war are no longer deserting but ore instecd orgenizing
oppasifion in the baracks; and they are getting o good re-
sponse. The time hos come for & revolutionary effort aimead
at eecelarating the disintegration of the bourgeois militery
apporatus. The continuatien of the calonial wor ean create
the conditions for o mossive penetration of the army by revo-
lutionories calling for the fermation of soldiers and sailors
councils oppased to the war.

The bourgeoisie and the provisional government are fully con-
sciows of the situation. What they fear above all is the fotal
decompazition of the ammy, which would deprive them of
their enly palitical weapan of eny effectiveness under the
present circumstances. But they alia know that granting im-
mediate farmal independence ta the colonies could precipi-
tate o revolt against this "policy of abandonment™ by a sec—
tion of the profesional overseas army, supported by the
coloms of Mozombigue and the rocist regimes of South Africa
and Rhodesia, ond even by Franco. Furthermore, it is nof ot
all certain that all the natieralist forces in the colonies
would accept the neccoloniclist selution that the sectars af
the baurgecisie backing Spincla are frying te bring about.
That is why the provisional government is above all trying
to gain lme by propesing to the liberatien forces fighting in
tha colenies o cease—fire followed by long negetiations. The
bourgecisie's aim is to obtain a brood consensus in favor of
the reccelonial walution emong the army and the Partuguese
eclons, o5 well as among the African fighters.

The other major difficulty confronting the provisiomal govern—
ment is the aggravation of the economic situation, which is

characterized by greater and greater inflation and by the re-
fusal af the toiling messes to talerate the conditions of super—

Trede=-union meeting in Lisbon. Releosing the enargies held
back by decodes of fascist rule.




exploitation that existed under foscizm, the only conditions
under which occumulafion of copital could have been camied
out in Porfugal during the past decode.,

The pawerful esxplasion of striles in spite of the frontic efforts
of the CP to divert the mosses teword closs collaboration
aimed at “national reconstruction” places on the cpenda the
tasks of winning the vitally needed minimum wage of 4,000
escudos o month, the forfy-hour workweek, four-week vaca-
tions at full pay, ond the esraoblishment of the principle of
equal pay for ecual work for women and young workers. The
unity of the workes front ond the establishmant of o trode-
unicn movement shrongly rooted In the foctories and enjoying
a solid foundation of workers demaocrocy will be farged through
direct ocfion $or these unifying objectives.

The Portugesss mevolotionary Marxists of the Lige Comunista
|nternocionafisia internaticnalist Communist League), who
have cleady played & mle in roising and popularizing these
demands will Sight resclutely to win them by means of larger
and forges cles octions culminating in generalized strikes
ond, if pecessory, o general strike.

Clearly, #he &=k of the hour are not limited to defending
the immedicss mafericl interests of the toiling masses, how-
ever jmportont fhot may be. For revolutionaory Marcists, it is
a matter af coua®erposing o tatal political orientation to the
reformist geslests of clas collobaration and partial and timid
reforms ond 8 the shilly=shallying and vecillations of the
CP ond SF leadenhips .

Agoinst e prowisional government's stalling maneuvers on
the coloniel guestion, revelutionary Marxists will fight fo
support the ormed sfruggle of the liberation movements and
for immesiicte, fofal, and unconditional independence for
the cofonies. Mot one ship must sail for Africa! Mot one
soldier, mof coe penny, not one drop of blocd for continuing
the dliety solanial war! Immediate withdrawal of Portuguese
troops fross Africal

Agoimt s¥emph fo pasfpone general elections and to keep
power In e honds of the military junta, for which the pro-
visionol gowemment is only a facode, the r\cwluﬁomr}r
Morxists will mchilize the mosses especially around these

slopons-

* lmmediote liguidation of all fascist institubions and their
replocesent by democraticolly elected bodies.

* Ponistement of all the executioners and fascist agents of
the PIDE lsscmt police) and the other repressive bodies by
populor coocts elected by and responsible to the masses.

* Extrogition of Coetano and Admiral Tomas so they may be
tried by the Porfuguese toiling masses for the crimes they
howe commitied apainst the people.

* Immediote repeal of the penal code and of all repressive
legislotion pomed during the reign of the Salazor and Coe-
teno regimes.

* |mmediate ond unconditional amnesty for all deserters,
without their incorporation into the armed forces.

* Immediate and definitive repeal of all censorship of the
press, radio, and television; unlimited right to strike for all
wage-earners with no legal restriction or arbitrotion; com=
plete freadom of association, freedom to demonstrate, and
freadem of the press.

* Immediote election =- by universal suffrage of all men
and women aver cighteen living in Pariugal —- of a sovereign
Constituent Asembly and the right of all orgenizations with-
ouf resfriction o participate in those elections. Revolution-
ary Meanxisis call on the CP apd 5P ministers fo leove the

government of “national union" and to struggle fo replace
the junta with what comes out of this Consfituent Assembly .

* Creation of trode uniens of all woge—earners based on
rank=ond=file demecratic assemblies in the factories ond
offices, and the federotion of those unions in order to assure
brood possibi ity of control and final decision-making by the
rank-and=file organizations.

* Election of werkers-contral committees in the foctories,
waorkshops, banks, insurance companies, lorge-scale commear—
cial institutions, and the transport system.

* Election of committees of soldiers ond soilos who must im-
mediately enjoy all democratic. political rights.

* Application of o mdical program of agrorion reform in arder
to cement the worker=-peozant alliance .

In the contemporary epoch, there is no place whatever far o
process of “democratic revolution” or for o "democratic stage”
of the revolutionary process in Portugal. The urgent resolu-
tion of democratic bosks that are posed by the incomplete
choracter of the old bourgecis revolution in the country and
by the necessity of liguidating the remnants of Fascism must
be combined from the very beginning of the revalutlonary
pracess with the exacerbation of the class struggle and the
pressing necesity of orgonizing the industrial and agricul-
tural proletariat complefely independently from the bourgeai-
sie and the bourgeois state in order to make ft passible for
the proletarial to fight to the end In defense of Tk immediate
and historic interests.

Sprncla {(wearing monocle) costs wory eye on developing
organization of workers in Porfugal.

What can unfold in Portugal is not o utopian “democrotic
revalution” but o process of permanent revelution; that iz, o
process that begins from the struggle for the immediate aspira-
tions of the masses (as described obove) end leods to a gener-
alized test of strength, at the conclusion of which the pro-
letariat, arganized in its democratically elected councils
and armed against the bourgesisie’s incremsingly inferse at-
fempts af repression, destroys the beurgesis state apperahs
and tokes power. The cutcome of this process will be deter-
mined by the growing intervention of the revolutionary van-
guard, the modification of the relationship of forces between
that vanguard and the reformist leadership that today still
eommards the allegionce of the majority of the workers, and
the estoblishment of a powerful revolutionary party as the
section of the Fourth International .

If this revelutionary process is not followed through 1o its
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ultimate conclusion, the danger of a right-wing counterof-
fensive will become increasingly real. Basing itself on the
career officers in the army, who are already becoming ever
mare frightensd by the mass upsurge, such a counteraffensive
could take an especially violent and bloody form, since the
bourgeoisie is concerned about preserving its power and priv-
ilege. The reyolutionary Marxists, stressing the still-fresh
lessons of Chile, must solemnly warn the teiling mases cgainst
any illusion that "falerance” or "good will" can be purchosed
fFrom cupn-u]ur reaction at the price of pursuing a conciliatory
course ond of pushing aside the socialist shjectives of their
struggles. The danger of a forcible retum to Feeism will not
be eliminated until all palitical and economic pawer hes

been seized from the honds of big capital.

The precipitous rise of the moss struggle in Portugal is being
gccompanied by a elearer and clecrer pelarization of class
farces in several countries of copitalist Europe, nofably
France, Italy, ard Great Brimin. |t is ol being accom-
panied by o growing instability of the senile Frencoist re-
gime, whaose fall it can oceelerate. The Portuguese upsurge

will stimilate all these tendencies and will itself receive
fresh powerful impulsiors from them. The tesk of infernation-
alist revalutionaries is to encourage with all their might the

international extension of the hopes and battles of the Portu-
guese proletariat,

FOR ACTIVE INTERMNATIOMNAL SOLIDARITY OF THE WORK-
ERS OF ALL COUNTRIES WITH THE PORTUGUESE PROLE-
TARIAT!

FOR INTERMATIONALIST UNITY BETWEEN THE WORKERS
OF PORTUGAL AND THE COLOMIES!

LOMG LIVE THE S5OCIALIST REVOLUTION IN PCRTUGAL
AND THE COLOMIES]

LONG LIVE THE SOCIALIST UNITED STATES OF EUROPE!

FOR AID TO AND SOLIDARITY WITH THE LIGA COMLU-
MISTA INTERMACIORMALISTA OF PORTUGAL FROM ALL
REVCLUTIOMARIES]

SII L ANKAS
THEJVD EXPIDIENCE

THE FOLLOW|MG 15 THE SECOND PART OF THE TEXT OF
A POLITICAL RESOLUTION APPRCVED BY THE CEMTRAL
COMM TTEE OF THE REVOLUTIOMARY MARXIST PARTY,
SRI LANKA {CEYLORN} SECTION OF THE FOURTH INTER-
MATIOMAL. THE FIRST PART OF THE TEXT APPEARED 1N

IMBRECOR, MNO.0, MAY 9,1974, p.31. THE REVOLUTION-
ARY MARMIST FARTY WAS FORMERLY CALLED THE LATKA

CAMA SANMALA PARTY (REVOLUTIQMNARY]. ERRONEOUSLY,
THE CHARGE | MAME WAS NOT |NDICATED M INPRECOR §
NC.O.

3. LEGISLATIVE MEASURES OF THE UNITED FROMNT

The legislative measures adepted by the Government so far
have been designed

{a) to enoble the breck up of existing land=holdings of pri-
vate individuals and private companies into smaller units of
less than 25 ocres poddy land or 50 acres coconut or other
high lond, inorder to increase the number of small lond-
owners and to promote more infersive agricultural develop-
ment on that basis, whilst leaving the main plantation system
in tea, rubber and coconut, more or less infoct,

[b] to Fix o "ceiling on incames, " subject to administrative
concessions, in order fo effect “compulsory sovings, " and to
promote copital investment thereby, in occordance with state
plans for the development of industry and agriculture,

{c) #o establizh o greafer state contral ond participation in
foreign trode, and fo minimise losses of foreign exchonge
through comupt trode proctices and smuggling of gems,

{d) to revise the administration of justice to minimise the
laws! delays, with greater state contral, and with provision,
under the Criminel Justice Commission’s Act, to keep par-
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song accused of insurgent or subversive activities in prison,
at the sole discration of the Ministry of Justice, withour re-
course to the ordinary courts of law,

(e} to moke retrenchment and lay=cffs of workers in private
estoblishments subfect tostate control, but with no check con
employers' powen of termination of the employment of worlce-
ers on disciplinary grounds,

() to centralise the university educational system in order
to exercise greater state confrol aver i,

4, THE JVP AND THE UNITED FRONT GOVERMMEMNT

Before establishing the new Constitution and embarking wpen
the implementation of its economic programme, the United
Front Government set ohout to suppress ond ultimotely des-
troy the main threat that it saw to ikelf from the Left, nomely
the Janatho Vimukthi Peramuna [JVP), ond to kesp the mass
mevement rigidly in check thereefter, under the Emergency.

The JVP wes a histerically important manifestation in Ceylan
of the worldwide radicalisation of youth in the last decade.
It manifested certain specific charocteristies of the upsurge
of the Colonial Revolution after World War 11, with on iden-



tity of {5 awn, deriving from the socio-historic conditions
urder which it came into existence in Ceylon.

Rejecting the "Parliomentary road ta Socialism® of the two
main fraditional Left parties in Ceylon, the L5S5P and the
CP{Mascow), and breaking gway from the palitical tuteloge
of the CP(Peking—wing), with which they were first associated
in 1964-43, Wijeweera and other revolutionary-minded youth
organised the JVF during the period 1965-70. Till it began
to ba publicised in the newspapers o the "Che Guevara"
mewement, in April 1970, it remained nomeless and victually
unknown, Mevertheless, its leoders were able to promote the
radicalisation of Sinhala youth, mainly in rural ond semi-
urban arens, where there were poor prospects of subsistence
on the land and even poorer praspects of securing suitable
amployment for most of them, and to project this radicalisa-
tion in @ revolutionory direction, under their leadership, They
succeeded in propogating their revalutionary ideas, based on
Marxist/Leninist ideology, on o scale never previously ot-
tempted in Ceylon by the troditional Marxist Left. Influsnced
as they undoubtedly were by the armed guerilla ond natisnal
liberation struggles that have teken place in the Third Warld
since the end of World War 11, and especially by the sue-
cesses of the Chinese ond Cuban revolutions, they appear fo
hove put forward on over-simplified theory of revalution,
particularly in relation to the role of armed struggle, to
achieve the averthrow of copitalist rule. Their approach to
this question no doubt appealed particulorly te student cnd
unemplayed yeuth, whe desired ta put on end to the capirml-
ist system, and rejected the revelution in words and refarmism
in deeds, as well as the outright eppartunism and class col-
laborationism of the troditional Left parties in the SLEP-led
United Front.

The JVF fist revaaled its exiztence under thet name inc
leaflet issued in connection with the general election of

May 1970, inwhich it warned that the UNP might set upa
military dictatorship, and called for support of the Unijted
Front at the elections; Tn that context. By that fime the
mevement hod already atteined mass propartions. It spread
more rapidly after the elections, when it became evident
that the United Front Government was incopable of fulfilling
the promises that hod induced the masses of redicalised Sin-
hala youth fo give the United Front their support ot the elec-
tions, which proved to be decisive in bringing about the
downfall of the UMNP Governmant. z

The predominantly semi-proletorian and to some extent pathy-
bourgecis character of the JVP, Tts almost completely Sinhala
racial campesition, ond itz lack of an experienced lecder-
ship with @ correct oppreciation of the strategy end toctics
necessary for uniting the forces of the urban, rural and plan-
tation peoletoriat, through the development of the class strug-
gle, rendered the JVP incapable of developing into a revaly-
tionary ergonisation of the proletariat, on jts own. Unfor-
tunately for the IVE, the United Front subjected it to paliti-
cal denunciation as an egency of foreign and local reaction
s it began ifs public political activity in August 1970, inan
atfempt to rowse direct mass hostility coainst it. When this
effort failed, the United Front Government turned to the use
of the palice to harass and repress the new movement, in op-
ticipation of the attecks of the Government on mass living
stondards end to prepare the way for the suppression of any
active mass opposition fo its palicies. Whilst this repression
did not stem the grewth of the JWP amengst the student and
unemployed rural and semi-urban youth, in the very areas

in which the United Front hod won sweeping electoral vic-
tories in May 1970, it did serve to prevent the penefrotion

_ of the WP into the traditional mass mevement, especially in

the urban oreas. Still more unfortunately for the IVFP, tha
reprassion undoubtedly strangthened adventurist tendencies
within its youthful ronks.

Bala Tampoe speaking during o May 1, 1974, meeting srganized by the Ceylon Mercantile Union and the Revalutionary

Marxist party, 5ri Lanka sectien of the Fourth Internetional .
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SRI LANKA

The JWF established no communication with the Tomil-speck-
ing masses, partly due to ifs lack of any Temil codres and
also due to its theory of "Indian expansionizm, * occording

to which the mass of plantation workers of Indian Tamil origin
was regarded as being so subject to [ndian bourgeois expan=
sionist influence o3 to be virtually incapable of orientation
in o revolutionary direction.

Mainly for the recsons stated above, the JVP remained with-
oub any significant base in the urban proletariot or amongst
the plantation proletariat, when it came under open repres-
sion, following the declaration of a state of emergancy in
March 1971.

Follawing the arrest of Wijeweers on 13th March 1571, and
the declaration of a state of emergency three days later,
thousands of young persons were arrested cnd large numbers
of them were subjected to palice brutality. LSSP Minisker,
Leslie Goanewardene, openly ovowed at the time thot "nec-
ewsary poters” hod been given to the armed forces “to wipe
out disruptive elements and to maintain fow and order.® In
that situation, the JVP leadership, since shown to have been
already disrupted by factional canflict, and with Wijewsers
in prison, seems fo have been unchle to fake o decision as to
hew best to cope with the repression. Some of the leoders op-
peor to have decided fo lounch attocks en police stations Tn
certain oreos, in circumstances and for recsons that are yet
unclear.

The gttocks on some police stations that tock place on and
afrer 5th April have been stoted by the Prime Minister her-
self to have been carried out with locally made hand-bombs
ard shot-guns, and without the support of any foreign power.
They appear to have been largely uncoerdinated and proved
ta be complately ineffective in stemming the repression, ex-
cept fempararily in the southern and central rogions of the
Island, where the JVP had strong boses of support, and where
the police abendoned some small police stations for a shor!
time in certain localities. These attacks nevertheless provided
the Gowernment with o pretext for the immediate suppression
of the JVF and for the launching of o combined army and
police onslaught upon the movement, which resulted in the
mmssacre of thewsands of youth and the imprisonment of over
18, 000 athers, thereafter, ds "suspected insurgents.”

The fact thet only sixty police ond armed service personnel
were killed during the “insurgency, " according to official
figures, whereas untold numbers of youths were killed by the
“security forces, ™ serves fo show that the United Front Gov-
ernment deliberafaly exoggerated the extent and misrepre—
setted the nature of the attacks that took place on police
stations and on the "security forces,” making them out to be
an armed Insurrection for the everthrow of the Government .
This wes te justify the liquidation of the JVP and the Gov-
emment's call for and receipt of substantial militery aid
from the Anglo-fAmerican Imperialists, in particular.

The political denunciation of the VP by the Chinese Gov-
ernment, ot the end of Aprdl 1971, following the counter—
revolutionary suppression and liquidation of that movement
by the Government, with prompt and substontial militory

assistance fram the Imperialist powers and from the capitalist
government of India, followed by similar aasistance from the
Soviet Union and other feraign powers, including Pakistan,
served to expose the unprincipled and opportunist character
of the foreign policy of the Mooist regime, in relation o
Cevylon.

The virteal lgquidation of the JVP os a political arganisation
has led to the demoralisation of large numbers of its odherents,
in and outside the prisons and prison camps. This has been
accompanied by a bresk up of the fermer leadership of the
IVP, some af its lecders having become traitars, while con-
siderable numbers of its farmer odherents have abandoned
their revalutionary views altogether. In the circumstances the
IWP gs such, cennot be revived, even if the few thousand
remaining palitical prisoners are released. At the same Hme,
thase of its former leaders and edherents who hove retoined
the'r idealogicol commitment to Marxkism=Leninism, despite
the debacle they have suffered, and who drow the correct
lessens from it, ore copable of moking a velusble contribu-
tion to the building of a revolutionary Marxist venguard, in
the future .

In any event, the JVP experience was of historic imporfonce.
It hos revealed to the world the revolutionary potentialities
of the yeuthful rural semi-proletariat in Ceylon, urder the
nec-colenial regime established in this country after World
War [I, and the essentially counter-revolutionary charecier
af the United Front Government. It has also served to show
that there are no short-cufs fo @ revalutionary overthrow of
the regime by the proletariat.

To be continued.
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