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ARGENTINA]

THREE WORKER MILITANTS
MULDELED?

At 12:30 a.m. on the marning of Moy 30, a gang of fifteen
right-wing thugs, using walkie-talkies and armed with clubs,
machine gunt, and other firearms, brake into the Pacheco
tnorth Buenes Aires) heodquarters of the Partide Socialista de
los Trabajedares (Socialist Workers party), an Argentine sym-
pothizing orgarization of the Fourth International . About
hemnty persons were present in the headquarters at the time.
All were beaten. Six members of the P5T — three men and
three women — were kidnopped by the right-wing pangsters.

The men — Antonio Moses, Oscor Dalmacia Mesa, and Mario
Sida —— were forced Tnte the frunks of the goons’ cars. Their

bodies were found several hours loter. They had been ferhured

and murdered . Beside the bodies ware found pineteen 45 cal-

ibar, thirty P-millimarer, and four .22 coliber shells. The
wamen victims were beaten, but laker released alive,

Moses, Meso, ond Sida were all young werkers and factory
delegates in the areo of northern Buenes Aires; Moses ond
Mesa were metolworkers, Sido o textilewarker,

The incident wos pot the First case of right-wing viclence in
the area to be directed ogainst the PST. On May 7 lnosencio
Fermdndesz, o 26-vear-old PET member whe weas alsa active in
the metalworkers union, hod been gunned down. Ferndndez |
had helped erganize an cpposition slate fa the trade-union
byreaucrats in his local during the March elections in the
me ta bworkers union.

The May 31 issue of the Buencs Aires daily Clarfn reparted

that rwo additienal cttacks on the PST had been mode Tn Mar
del Plata en May 30: Carles Petroni, o party octivist and mem—
ber aof the Retail Workers Front, was shat by a group of thugs

as he left the Commerce Employees Center; and o bomb ex-
pleded in the loce| PST heodquarters, the tenth violant aftock
on the P5T in recent months, Mo injuries were reported, but
damage fo the heodguerters was considerable

The attacks on the P3T are clearly part of the general offon-
sive of the Peronist trode-union burecucracy ond the Peronist
povernment itse|f ogainst the Argentine workers movemant.
Pertn's attempts af "ipstitutionalizing" his regime bave been
met with broad opposition from the warking closs, and the
leaders of the Peronist mavement have answered that oppasi-
tion with armed attacks on all ferces standing to the left of
the regima. Mot even the laft wing ef Parsn's awn mavement
has bean spored . The murdered members of the PST were cleorly
picked out because of their activity Tn unions that have been
the oreno of struggle against the Peronist bureoucrocy .

The P5T hos reported that work stoppoges in response 15 S
murders occurred Tn several foctories ond secoadory scooel
that the victims hod been cssocicted with. Mo shocest et
ings tock place hours after the bodies of the murdersd =il
hod been found. Auvgustin Tesca, one of the leoders of T
Cordobazo (the 1947 imurrectional general strike in the city
of Cérdoba), oddressed 2,000 students in the low schoal of
Buenos Afres University Tn solidarity with the PST on the night
af May 30. Stotements of support were received by the par-
ty's nationol headquarters fram all the left porties. The Juven—
fud Rodical Revelucionoria (Revalutionary Redical party Youth)
called for mebilizations fo oppase the right-wing violence.
The Parlismentary Lobar Committee of the Argentine Chomber
of Daputies (mode up of the heods of all parties participating
in parlioment) callad on the government to take steps fo ar—
rest the murderers.

It iz clear, however, that the Peronist government, which is
ulfimarely {if not directly) responsible for the armed right-
wing attocks on the worken movement, will scarcely be the
force to put @ stop to the escaleting right-wing terror. Thak
is the task of the Argentine workers movement, for which the
problem of the orgonization of ormed salf-defense is posed
more sharply than ever, and of the warkers movement infer-
nationally. The P5T has asked that international solidarity
massages be sent to ity Buencs Aires headquarters: Forfico
Sociolista de los Trobojodaores, 24 de Moviembre 235, Copi-
tol Federal, Buenos Aires, Argentina,

The internationa| worlkers movemant must respond fo S aMsch
aof the Peronist burecucrocy with international solidesity with
the vietims and with the whole Argentine workes sowemeast!

Seme of the 4,000 people who demonstroted of the
funeral of the slain PST members.
e —
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ITALY

AFTER THE
BLESCIA
MASSACLE

Oin May 28.a bomb exploded during o trade—union
rally in the eity of Brescio, killing seven pemsons
and wounding several dozen.

|t was cleorly o fascist ection, only the latest inao
series of attocks and open provecations that began
in December 1949 with the explosion of a bomb in
the Agriculture Bank in Milan's Piozza Fontana.

The Brescic massocre was answered by a brood moss
response. On May 29 the whele country was para-
lyzed by a four=hour genem| strike thet was sceom-
panied by enarmous demonstrations (200,000 in Reme] .
I some cities, locol offices of the M5 [ Movimento
Seciale ltalianc == ltalion Social Mavement, o
necfascist orpanizalion) were attocked and destroyed.

In addition ta the Brescia momacre and the mass re-
spense 1o it, the politicol crisis of the country was
exacerbated by the worening of the economic sTt-
uation (increosed rote of inflation, huge balonce
of payments deficit], which was peinted cut in o
report issued by Carli, the director of the Bonk of

The Breseio mamocre come just two weeks after the divorce
sefarandum, which had resulted in & stinging defeat for the
most reactionary wing of the bourgesisie and hed showed that
the crisis of palitical leadership was more intense than ever.
Brescie once mora laid bare the conflict-loden chareter of
the present situation in Itoly and stimulated o frantic search
for "new" solutions. The extremaly negotive scomomic oul-
lock dramatized the situation still further, sugoesting to cer-
tain of the mast representative members of the ruling closs
the perspective of @ turn that could be concretized in o
uCocial Pact" similor to the ene arrived ‘ot af the end of the
second world war.

Results of the “strategy of
tension”

Mare than anything elie, the Brescia trogedy proved that
there are sectors inclined to play the strategy of tension out
to ite most odisus eonelusions. As wos eosy to foresee, the
failure of the "mederate” policy of secking o bloc between
the Christion Demeeracy and the right gove rise to on attempt
by the far right fo tum ta terror to bring the regime’s crisis to
o head, Evarything that has come ta light since the atteck

as 1o the responsibility of cleorly identified groups has clari-
fied for everyone what the revalutionary leff hes been saying
ever since the attock at the Piazza Fontano in Milan: thot
the fascists could count on the connivance of the most varied
sectors of the state apparctus and that their strength lay pre-
cisely in that connivance, a5 well = in the econamic subsi-
dies they were gatting.

Italy. Cnce cgain, open polemics abouf what te do
broke out among the bourgeoisie. Agnelli, the presi-
dent of Fiat end of the Federotion of Industrialists,
begon speaking of a new "Social Poct, * explicitly
referring to the national unify that wos established
at the end of the second world war. This new apen
po”fic.v;] crisis wos to lead ta the restgnalion al the
Bumor government on June 10,

The ltalicn Communist party reacted fo the new sif=
vatian by relavnching its call for o "historie com-
promise” {that is, collaboration bebween Commumists,
Socialisks, and Christion Democrats).

We are publishing below the editerial an the ltalien
situation after Brescia that oppeored in the June 5
issue of Bandiera Rossa, For rrs;g'hl |:.- organ of the
Gruppi Comunisti Riveluzienas] (Revelutionary Cam-
munist Groups), |talion section of the Fourth Inter-
national.
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The response to the Brescio massocre, which took on encrmous

dimensions even emationally, demonstrated amother, no less

clear, foct: The fascists are still very weok and any afempt

ta install a foselst ar foseist-like dictotorship would inevitably

run up ogainst @ vigorous reaction from the working closs ond

brood layers of the petty-bourgesisie and could trigger o civil=

wor dynamic whose cutcome would be uncerrain. It is this

wry fact == and not any commitment to "demccrotic fnstitu—

at led the great majortty af the ruling class to

of the Brescia action ond to seek m

fum af ity best krewn spokesmen and
wsithere of antifascist unity, toking up

tha thirty-year-eld theme of nofional unity.
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In the final analysis, the basic political question that is
posed todow fst Does the ltolion bourgeaisie believe that it
has reached the end of its rope and, given the impossibility
of impasing a foscist or militory dictatership by force, is if
prepcred to carry out the sort of turn that it toak in 1744~
45;: that iz, to seek to create an alliance with all the com-
poenents of the workers mevement? Is the hour of the "Social
Paoct, " or, to e the words of Berlinguer (the heod of the
[talion Communist partyl, of the new “historic compromise®
about to sound?

Toward a new ‘social pact™?

For our part, we have never excluded such o possibility., On
the contrary, on sewvaral cccasions we howe pointed to impor-
tant tendencies warking in that direction. These fendencies
hove been strengthened to a considerable axtent by the de-
besement of parliementary demecracy, the growing threat of
an insoluble crisls for the regime, ond the existing palitical
ralotionship of farces that has been revecled by the diverce
referendum and the mobilizotion after Brescia, to mention
vunnlwlrI the mast recent events, The :pet:l:h made hy Agneiﬁ ta
the Canfindustria (the [talion industrialists federation) waos
the meost important manifestation of this tendency. And for
their port, the leadars of the Caommunist party hove seught
to utilize the referendum results ond the respense ta Brescia
in exactly this some sense. The bergaining power of the CP
lzaders hos Tncontestably been balstered, and certain inter-
national experiences during the past few weeks {in Porfugal)
hawve contributed ta discrediting the legend that the Commu-
nist parties ore subversi ve &lements, initead showing the in-
clination of the CP leoders to be e broke on mass movements,
canulizing them just et the mast potentially explosive con-
junchures.

Mevertheless, there ore still very important abstacles 1o put-
ting Tnto practice the sort of policy that was implemented at
the end of the second warld war; that is, o bringing the
Communist party into the government or into the parliomentary
majority. On the level of the palitical forces of the bour-
geoisie, the Christion Democracy and ifs right-wing allies
have only recently reaffirmed their desire to continue on a
center course, reserving for the CP the rale of an sppesition
with which they can waork, but without really integrating the
CP inte the governmental system. On the level of economic
ard social exigencies, these same bourgeois spokesmen whe
in past days hove spoken about on explicit move toward a
radical solution, have done nothing except demand that the
CP and the unians show some "moderotion, ' renounce the
struggle For o generalized defense of real wages, ond call a
truce. But they howe offered nothing in return. It is for this
reason that in spite of the Inclination of the frade-union bu-
reaucrocy, and in spite of the cancessions it mode in holding
back o new rise of generalized struggles, the discussions be-
bween the trade-unicn leaders and the government hove still
not led to eny concrete result and the wnion leaders have been
unable to refrain from expressing their satisfaction, even if in
e moderate fashion.

But beyond episcdic confrontations, the basic contradiction
that confinues to be an chstacle to the realization of the
"historic compromise" is this: The bourgecisie ean extroct
Thelf —— ar better, try fo extuct ifkelf — from the present
economie situation only by reducing even further the standard
of living of the broad masses, by meking deep changes in the
econemic structure that in the finol analysis will invelve an
increose in the rote of exploitation and a mainkenance or
reduction in the leve. of employment. They can try to pret-
tify the situation all they want, but that is the reality. And
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that is exactly what the political ond trode—union Seres—
cracies of the workers movement find difficult to acoegt in
a situation in which the werking clas is still showing sig=
of & high degree of milifancy ond in which brood sectioes of
the petty bourgesisie ere continuing to radicalize. O e
more directly pelitical level, it is hard to see how e
much-desired "democratic” hurn could ba concrefized, bow
the werbal declorations could octually be put inte effect.
Does anyene believe that it would be possible to "regensmte”
all the stote opparatuses from the police to the courts simply
by affirming the desire for such a "regeneration” or ot the
most by chonging the composition of the government?

The workers will not pay for the
crisis!

Whatever may happen, revolutionaries must be abselubely
clear an the fundomental orientation for the struggle of the
warkers movement durfng this period and on their crucial
tosks. Above all, the working class must nat be defeated in
the battle that the bourpeoisie is ceoselessly woging against
it to make it bear the costs of the economic crisis. On this
score, all the speeches about “sense of responsibility " and
"necewary sacrifices™ must ba rejected. That means that any
idea of @ truce must be rejected, and that the conditions for
a general mobilization around geels that unite all loyers of
the laboring populafion must be created in the briefest pos—
sible time. The employers and the government will try fo at-
tack the already insufficient system of adjusting woges oc—
cording to the cost of living. The working clos most oppose
thiz attempt with a mobilization for o real sliding soole of
wages that would totally and immediately compensate for any
reduction in buying power coused by price increcses. This
system must be under the control of the workers ot oll levels
{from formulation of the cost of living index to confrol of
prices in the storas).

The employers and the government are prepcring fo affack

the level of employment. The warkers must oppese #hese plan:
with o struggle ageinst every suspemion or loyoff so that the
existing work may be shared among all workers with 5 reduc-
tion in wages. |f there must be reducriors, thay should be of
warking hours, not of woges. Finally, the working closs must
concern itself with the differentiations in its own micst. The
least favered and least arganized cotegories of workes ore
lesing ground compared to the most militant cotegories, ond
they are consequently getting ever—lower woges. It s peces-
sary to fight this tendency by demanding o guorcaieed minimum
wage. This toral movement of the working clos st grepare
for o national general sirilee, which must not be simply o re-
peat of the symbalic demonsfrotions of the post, buf most foke
on the choracter of a test of strength. To do that, the sirike
must be prolonged for as long o3 is necessary fo moke the
enemy class yield. Mo one sheuld have any illusions about
the diH’Tl:ulry af such a ;+rugg:e . But there is no other choice.
Either victory will be won on this field of bottle ond through
these mathods or the workers will have ro resign themselves o
paying the price, the very heavy price, of the crisis; and that
would mean o serious defeat,

As for the political battle = whose urgency was demonstrated
by the Brescio evenls -- revolutionaries must rejoct the solu-
tion of indiscriminate “democratic and antifascist unity. "
Their line must be besed on the necessity for a united front,
but & workers united front, that is, a front bosed on the wmity
of the working class and all loyers of the labaring populafion.
This opplies not only to the content of such o front but to ik
methads of struggle ez well, The policy of onfifoscist enity
tends inevitably to rely on comstitutional mechanisms (demand-



ing the cutlowing of the M5, for.example) and on putting
pressure on the state epparatuses (the police, the courfs, the
gavemment) fo make them defend "demacracy." There is no
langer eny need to demonstrate how illusory such o perspective
is. The palicy of the workers united frant imalies the mobili-
zation of the working class to repel foscist attocks and to de=
fand the rights and freedoms that the workers movement has
won through dazens of years of struggle. And that implies the
‘necessity of forming workers self-defanse detachments that are
organized in the factories end reighborhoods ond hove tes
among cne anather at the national level. This mears self-de-
ferme of local workers centars, pickets, ond demonstrations.
And that mears fundomentally that the working clos must not
fall under the tuteloge of the apparatuses of the closs enemy,
which has no desire to track down the fascist bonds and heos

left a clear field for eriminal bombers. The working closs must
rely on its own forces and its own organization.

The prime task of revslutionaries is fo fight so. thot ever mare
impertant layers of the working closs understond the necessity
of this orlentation and to become the direct protogenists of

the anticopitalist and antifascist battles that ore on the agenda.

This means that all cppartunist ond centrisf confusion about

the clos nature of the struggle ogainst foscism must be avoided.
All sactarion pesitions must be swept aside. The initiotives of
the vanguard mest not be seen as ends in themselves, buf mus!
constantly tend to mobilize the broadest possible layers of the
working closs. Thet is the conerete woy to wage the struggle
against the hegemony of the bureaucracy.

PORTUGAL

WOLKELS
OHIENSIVE

by A.UDRY_

Mara than a menth and a half affer the "csup” earried out by
the Arred Forces Mevemeant, the alignment of forces in the
Portuguese political situation is emerging with ever greater
clarity.

The workers mobilizations that broke out on & big scole after
May 1 are declining, but o series of “examplary™ but limited
struggles are keeping the general movement going. The Portu-
guese Communist party is stepping up its anti-strike, onti-
"ultraleft" campaign and continues te proclaim its support to
the pregram of the Asmed Forces Mavenent. |n addition, the
CP is trying to set up a central trade-union apparetus, through
the medium of the Union Federation, which utilizes the old
corporatist "trade-union" struchures.

The junta =— which formally functions under the form of the
Cauncil of State, which hes sixteen military and five civilian
members -- is inftlating a palicy of selective repression that
is aimed at testing the far left's capacity to erganize a brood
response and of simultaneausly preparing fo toke the strictest
measures to limit os much as possible the cccelendting decom-
pasition of the bourgeoisie's decisive instrument: the army.
This is cll the more important in that on Teesday, June 11,
Spfnolo indicated clearly that the "process of decalonioliza-
tion will ba o long one." And that could produce new fer-
ment in the ormy. Cencurrently, the bourgeoisie is seeking
through its meny demonstrations of support to Spinala 1o re-

construet an irstrument of political rule thar will facilitate
its operations. It is in this general context, within which
ecancmic difficulties (unemployment, inflation, etc.) and
the "colonial question® will play decisive roles, that the
various demonstrations, pelitical pesitions teken, and mebili-
zations new going on in Portugal must be located.

A wave cf strikes

The strike movement in the factories become penerclized only
after the massive demonstrations of May 1. To be sure, they
fit into the fromewark of the upsurge of workers struggles dur-
ing 1973 and  the beginning of 1974 (there were 200 strikes
in January 1974), an upsurge that wos linked fo the explosion
of inflation that began in the middle of 1973, Mevertheless,
the limits of this strike movement have appeared both in terms
of their ebjectives and in terms of their dispersion and forms
aof struggle .. On April 25 (the doy of the coup), there was
anly one factory on strike, the Mague metallurgical company
(2, 000 warkers) . The demands of the warkers were immediately
granted. Work storted ogain on April 26. The junta clearly
shawed its position: the shike weos sherply ottacked and the
officers indicated that this "axomple" should not be followed.

Mevertheless, after the May 1 mobilizations revealed the re-
lationship of forces between the bourgecisie and the teiling
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Striking dock workers in Lisbon.

measses, o0 wove of strikes broke out in all economic sectors
with a strength that the organizern of the EAUP NEvEr expact=
ed, To vorying degrees, the strikes Fused with the struggle
against the fascist apparatus, Tncluding T representatives
and its traditians, Because of this, the strikes tock on a new
dimension, whatever illusions may hove been present (and
sfill are] ameng very brood sectors of the working masses .
Thus, en April 30 Redia Renoscenga wos poralyzed by a nine-
teen-hour strike after the owners refused to broodeest Tnter—
views with political exiles. On May 9 the waorkers at the
printing company that publishes Portugal © Seculs, one of
the bigpest newspapars, went on strike for Fve hours because
the owners hed prevented the workers from wsing the front
page to print the entire text of their communigué. The wark-
ers of the nowspaper A Capital walled out in soliderity with
their comrades from O Secula.

The movement extended into the corstruction industry, where
immigrant workers == most of them from Cape Verde == fought
side by side with Parfuguese workers in a very militant strug-
gle. On May 15, the workers of variows comfruction com-
panies went on strike {Habitat, Micorel, Compov o Francis-
co das Santas, Ldo.) and arganized flying squods to protect
their struggle. On May 13 immigrant workers (400 fram Cape
Verde) and Portuguese worleers (1, 200) in the Ponasoueire
irgn mines lavnched o movement that lasted until May 20,
when all their demands wers met {guaranteed minimum wage
of &, 000 escudos o month, extro month's pay every yeer,

free medical cssistance, one month vacotion), The wedierns
commission thet led the strike wos composed of four Pertu-
guese and four Cape Verde workers.

The chemical industry {Loboratoire Pizer, Bayer, Ciba-Geigy
Portuguesa Lda, Rebepharm-5uigal, the automobile ndustry
and the industries relofed fo it (Renoult-Lishon, on strike
May 23; Toyoto-Trarsmater, whers a struggle broke out on
May 13; Firestone), the fead industry, the bonks and insur-
ance companies, were all hit by workers mobilizotions. The
overwhelming majority of these movements hod a semisnan-
taneous character, The level of conscicusness wos Dimibed;

but the demands roised, although they were fairly strictly
confined to the economic level, fnvelved important goals

and expressed the waorkers® conviction that they could win
their demands becouse of the general relationship of Forces.
The demands that were raised in nearly oll these rmebilizations
were: minimum manthly wage of &, 000 escudos, forty—hour
workweek , thirfeen ond fourteen months' pay a year, one
menth vacation, guoranteed we ses Tn cose of [Hness oF acci-

=)

dent. Demands directed agairst the copitalist crganization of
labor were rane, but those concerning security of employmant
{rehiring of fired workers, no layoffs) became more and more
numercus @5 the mebilizations went on. This is cbviously im-
pertant, for the fight ogainst unemployment moy well be ane
of the main axes of the mobilizotions in aytumn.

The process of corsciows unificatian of the movemant was very
limited, being restricted to the textila industry, where the
MES (Movimento da Esguerde Socialista == Movement of the
Socielist Left] has an important trade=-union influence. On
May 12, sorme &, 000 workers of the woo! industry (Lanificios
do Covilha, Tortozends, Unhois do Sena) inifiated o struggle
demending a 1,000 escude increess for all. On the same day,
strikes broke out in the wool industry in Porto ond Costanheisa
de Péra. Thus, by May 14, more than 20,000 warkers in the
taitile induitry were angoged in struggle.

In meny factories, democratic forms of organization of the
sirikes emerged . Werkers commisnions were elecied in order
to work out a platferm of demands and organize the Fight.
This wos the cose, for example, in the Lisnave shipyords
(where B, 400 workers went on strike an May 13} end in the
Messo metal factary (on sirile since May 18), in which o
warkers commission compased of nine membern organized the
occupation of the foctery and the formation of picket squods .
These workers commissions wore samawhere between sfrike
commiftees and fectory committees. They united the waorkers
vanguard in the leadership of the strike and also orgonized
ganaral ossemblies of workers to moke ewsential decitions, At
Messa and Timex these workers commissions rejected the fn-
terventicn of the Union Federation (contralled by the CP),
which tried to interfere in the strike to fake sver i leader—
ship and destroy the democratic forms of organization that
had developed in the struggle, So the Partuguese workers
struggles are faking on one of the dominant features of the
warkers shuggles throughout Europe since 1948 — and this

in spite of {and partly because of) the several decodes of op-
pression by the corporotist regime.

The wave of mobilizations has receded since May 30-31. But
it would be completely wrong to interpret this decline in
strupgles either os o dafeat or as evidence of the CP's or the
Union Federation's ability fo control the situation. The Por=
tuguese workers, whase traditions of struggle and orgonizo-
tion are weak and whose democrotic illusions run high, re=
furned to work after what they considered victories. &s far
s wages ore concerned, although the CF supparted the mini-
mum wage of 3,300 escudos a month thet had been "gronted”



by the provisional gavernment (before Agril 25 the CP wes
demending &, 000 escudss), the increcses won in shruggle were
generally an the order of 1,000 to 1,500 escudes and the
minimum wages most often exceeded by several hundred escu-
des the netional minimum "offered” by the provisional govern-
mant. As for oz the workwesk is concerned, victories were
less umercus. But vacations were won. And the decline of
the struggles fs not so strange considering thot in o few days
thousands of Portuguese wockers will be able to go en paid
vacations for the first time. The refurn to work must be con=
sidered in this context, ond consequently, the erucial ques-
tien rermaine what kind of reaction the toiling masses will
mount to a worsening oF the economic situation end to o coun-
taroffernsive by the employers.

New forms of struggie...
and anold poiicy

At the fime Hhat a return te work is spreading, some strikes
have arisen whese goals and erganization indicate the deeper
process of radicalization that js affecting advanced secters of
the waorking cless. The strikes ot Timex ond Messo presage
what could develop mere widely during o new rise of strug-
gles, [t must first of al| be understood fhat such strikes imme—
diately confront the whole onti-strike eampaign the CF has
been waging, o cempaian thot hes been token up by the
iunta, The continuation of these strikes therefore invelves o
procass of politicization —— breaking with the line of the CP
and opposing the maneuvers of the Union Federation, which
is seeking fo oet a tight grip on these struggles in order to

be able to strengle them. This eonfrontation and this break-
ing with the CP line involves o strengthening both of the
forms of self~organization and of the support compaigns for
the strugales. On May 27, ofter having waged e strike from
May 7 to May 15 and after having put the forty-hour warl—
week info effect therselves, the Timex workers occupied the
factory . The workers commission that [s leading the strike
arganized strike pickeh, gained conlrol over the company's
stocks, prevented any watches from being shipped out, and
plonned on sccupying the company affices end on establish-
ing o “war chest" to moke sune that the warkers would be
paid for the time they were on strike. The struggle af Lip in
France hod developed on influence that spread as for as Lis-
bon! And the Timex workers in Besancon ond Glasgew will
in turn integrate into their own struggles the experiences of
their Porfuguese comrades.

In addition, the working men end women of Timex, like those
of Messe, published o newspaper in order fo publicize their
struggle, a newspaper in which they more and more eonscious=
ly expressed their opposition fo the strategy of the CF and the
Unien Federation. Finally, they sroanized demonstrations in
conjunction with the Timex Suppert Cemmittes, in which the
militants of the LTI (Lige Comuniste Internacionalista == In-
ternatienalist Communist League, Porfuguese sympathizing
arganization of the Fourth International) ployed o decisive
role. These few experiences thot are developing teday must
be broadly popularized in order e prepare for the future
struggles that may break out in Seprember, after the veca-
tions. The elements at work in these strikes {the demards

like integration of bonuses into base wages, the initiatives
tending taward workers control, the demecratic arganization
of the struggle and the factory occupations, the de facts op-
pasition te the policy of the CP) hove ollowed the revelution—
ary Marists to develop agitation and propaganda that is win-
ning o significant hearing ameng the young workers who, affer
having successfully led shrikes and having fought for demao-
eratic management of the struggle, find themsalves facing o
Communist party that is actually epposing their strugale.

In fact, the CP has only intensified its anti-strile campaign
ond ifs athacks on the faor left. The Executive Commission of
the Communist party Central Committes has declored: "We
foce o conspirocy of reactonary forces that have not yet
bean dislodged from their pesitions by the April 25 movement
and wha, with the conscious or uneanseious oid of groups of
adventurers who cloim to be leftists, are seeking to provoke
@ situation of economic choos and destray the demacratic
gains that have alrecdy been won. By playing on the peverty
of the workers, such alemants are revealing themse lves o3
singularly genersus in devising the demands they raise in or-
der to provoke the ruin end bankruptey of the small and mid-
dle-sized companies and press for a rise in woges that is in-
compatible with the possibilities of numeraus secters. ™ On
June 11, during a meeting in Baixa do Banheira, a city where
the CP hes @ strang base, Dics Lavrenge, the director of the
CP newspaper Avonte, declored: "The far leff, whether con-
seiously or unconsciously, is aefing in fovor of reaction.”

(0 Secule, June 12.) And he strongly insisted an the fact
that "the Communists are in the government in order to carry
aut the pregrom of the crmed forces” ard thot the main Hhreat
loy in the development of strikes thot were desired by reaction
and tha "ultroleftisis™ whe would take odvantoge "of an inex=
perienced, politically very young working class thet could

ke plunged into on odventura”!

Thus, the CP iz fighting in the front ranks in the baftle to
strangle struggles like those of Timex, Messa, and Maber {a
tire factory in Portol, struggles that could play the role of
leavening for future mabilizaticrs and challenge the project
of construeting o sort of Portuguese CGT, which is what the
CP is trying to do in uniting ferty-nine corparotist trade-
unions in the Unian Federation. This palicy has led the CP
evan to rencunce defending the most immediate interests of
the workers, the demands around which tens of thowands of
workars have been mobilized (some of these demands being
anes that the CP itkelf supported before April 25} and o pre-
sent as resounding victeries things like the agreement reeched
by one of the union leeders who, after sixteen hours of nego-
tiations with the employvers organization, “wrenched out"” a
minimum wage of 4, 500 escudos and a fortv=fiveshour work=
week in the name of the Civil Censtruetion Union in the
Boixe do Banheira region. Even in relation to the most im=
mediate problems Tt appears that the CP is totally diserming
the workers in face of the policy of the employers, wha can
enly be expected to fry to meintgin the "woge advantoges”
they hold over their European competitors in the Common
Market and whe will try to win back what they have been
forced to yield under the "pressure of events™ -- nof fo men-
tion the restructuring process that they are geing to undertoke
to abserb the increase in unit production costs.

It is not likely -- and there are alrecdy various indications
of this == that the CP will be able to continue this policy
and still maintain its present influence over the working
masses. The demanstration to support the policy of the Min-
istry of Laber, at the head of which marched the "Commu-
nist"” Pacheco Gongalves, was o foilure. On May 30, the
day of the march, no more than 5,000 or 6,000 demonstra-
tors expressed their suppert of the policy of "national union”
and of the "antistrike struggle." The notional anthem was
sung in this demenstration, and portraifs of Sprnola were car-
ried. Finally, the Union of Communist Students has just
swelled the ranks of the workers favoring "seciol peace .

Obvicwsly, the portial failure of the CP's policy depands in
large part on the ability of the revelutionary vanguard to
develop the broadest mevement oround goals the workers
aspire to and to stimulate and popularize the experiences of
struggles whose anticapifalist content s more and more morie=—
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ed. This alio necessitates educotional propagands on revelu-
Honaory strategy os an cliemative to the reformists’ palicy.
Finally, revolutionaries must be present in the process of re-
arganization of the trade unions in erder to build the initial
elements of a clear oppesition to the palicy of the Unian
Federation,

Spinola details his colonial and
repressive policy

Anathar main axis of the werk of revolutionaries is ontice—-
lonialist ond antimilirarizt work . This i all the more imaor-
tant in that Spincla has just onnounced == in choice longuoge
-- that Independence for the colonies will not come soon. In
his Jume 11 speech —- which wos similar Tn both form ond con-
tant to the "dogmatic" spesches of the Salazerist regime --
Spinola defined for the first time the cofonial pelicy of the
junta, since the “previsionc! government” is nothing but o
gergan for the real power of the milirnr:.l’_ Spfﬁl'.‘ﬂlcl said: "ln
the rmadern world, when real p-t‘r“ tical independence axists,
it js the product of genvine self-determination, end there
can be self-detarmination only in o free cimosphere when
demaocratic institutions are funstioning perfactly. MNaw, we
must conclude that such institutions do not exist in the over-
saas territories and, comequently, that their inhabizank do
not possess effective Forms of expression and participation
ard that what immediate independence really mears today
would be nothing other than a negation of universally accept-
ed deraocratic ideas, which are the idee: that inspire the
Armed Forces Movement. The right of self-determination of
peoples, with all its comsequences, must not be confounded
with the impasitien of choices in whose determination these
paoples have not participated. " (Diario de Moticios, June
12, 1974.)

5P and CP leoders Socres and Cunhal: We support
General Spinola.

A nice piece of prose! The central cplion of the Portuguese
bourgecisie is thus confirmed . Soares, the Social Democrat,
is suppesed to hry to obtain o cease-fire that would allow
spirits in the grmy to colm dewn and 1o open up a leng pro—
cess of negotiations with the idea of maintgining maximum
advantages for the Portuguese bourgeoisie in the two richest
calonies [Mozambigue and Angrla), where Tmportent groups
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{mainly Champolimaud) have enormous inferests. The options
Spfrola has proposed under the name of "decolonization”
range from the federation of "close cooperation® fo the "com-
munity. " In this context it is important and more vital than
aver for the junte to strike aof those who ore camrying on sys-
tematic enticolonialist and antimilitorist ectivity and who are
cogravating the process of disintegration of the army, the
bourgeoisia’s lost stronghold. There it therefore a-symmetry
between Spinala’s declarations on "decolonization™ and the
arrest of Soldanho Sonches, leader of the Mooist organization
MRPP {Movement far the Recorsiruction of the Party of the
Proletariat), ond the police repression that was wsed for tha
first time during the demanstration at the military hespital de-
manding the release of Peralta (o Cuban officer arresked by
Portuguese traops in Guinea-Bissou), ond the veiled warning
Spinale hos addressed to the CP, o Commurist party that nev-
ertheless keops quiet abeut the colanial question ot all its
meeting.

international solidarity with the

struggles of the portuguese
workers

Olsr comrades of the LC] are fighting in the front ranks of a
battle that is being waged on two fronts: the development of
anticolonfal and antimilitarist work and the response fo the
first attempts af repressing the far lefr. They are leading the
Committess for the Immediate and Uncenditional Indepen-
dence of the Calonies (CICs). These committess are rank-ond-
file bodies fighting:

* for the immedicte and unconditional independence of the
colonies and supporting the strupgles of the liberotion mowve-
ments, the PAIGC, the MPLA, ond FRELIMO,

* agoinst all the neocolonialist moreuvers like “self-deber—
mination, " "refarendum, " and "federation,

* far the destruction of all forrs of rocism ond chouvinism
still present amang broad sectors of the toiling mases, which
ore hondles by which the bourgesisie can dominate and di-
vide the worlers,

* Far dcvclqpinﬁ the anticelonial :I‘rug,al& as on ir\iﬂgm| part
of the struggle for revolution in Pertugal, By affirming the
Tdentity of interests between the struggle of the peoples of
the eolonies and the strugole of the Portuguese warlers,

|n response fo the orrest of Soldonho Sonches cur comrodes of
the LTI, along with the CBS, the PRP, and the LUAR {5a-
cialist Base Commissions, Revoluticnary Proletarian party,
League of Bevolutionary Unity), organized a central demon—
stration for "I'n'cdnc;sduy, June 12, ta demand the immediate
releose of Sanches, the elimination of the foscist penal code
and the fascist laws, for the freedom of assembly and expres-
sion, for the freedom to demonstrote in the streets, foctaries,
and scheals, and for the Tmmediate and uncenditional inde-
pendence of the calonies. This wos done despite the foct that
the MEPP jtself, which is heavily marked by sectarionism,
abstinately refused to arganize o demonstration. The far lefi's
ability to respond to events and the audience it is able to win
will be decisive in the development of the political situation
in Pertugal during the coming months. The respansibilities af
the revalutionaries are immense . And international selidarity
must meosure up to the tasks that confront our Portuguese
comrades. |

June 12,1574
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Mast analyses of the struggle of the Fortuguese African col-
onies, even the omes that are written in support of these
struggles, are cantent to locate the liberation movements in
the conter of a triangle bounded by the metropalis, the colo-
nial army, ond imperielism. Everything iz handled os though
Portugal's three Africon colonies stood complerely cutside
the history of the African continent. Wa balieve it is neces=
sary ta ploce these struggles in the framework of the African
continent and the African revolution, forwe wanet to combine
aur support to the MPLA, FRELIMO, and the PAIGC with an
analysis of the direction of their pelitical developmant. The
Fortuguese coup has opened o decisive period. The liberation
mevamants are now confranted with complex problams of ne=-
gotiations that require thaot they oo beyond empiricizm and
more precisely grasp the role of refarmism in Portugal and ==
even more imporfant —— the noture of the meocolonialist re=
gimes’ interest in, "support” to, and machinations with the
liberation movements.

The Portuguese bourgecisie and imperialism are seeking o
nescolanial solution. Bub is this posible? Can a Goulli-
style policy be applied under different historical conditions
ond achieve the some rosults? Mario Soores, the leader of
the Portuguese 5F, is fond of repeating that "whaot unites us
is much stranger than what divides us." But he cannot turn
the elack bock fifteen years.

The neocolonialist trep will not be sprung through o crude
seduction of the liberation movements through maralizing
declarations from the general secretary of the Portuguese
Sccialist party. But the nescolenialist danger cannot be re-
duced to o question of pood or bad manals. It could gain
foothald by using the illusions in o "demecretic and national
state, " or, it could simply develop on the besis of certain
multiratisnal investments that have been plundering Angela
and 1.lozambique for o decode and ebout which the Portuguese
reformists have become suddenly silent. Silent about the pri-
vate army of Gulf Oil in Cabinda in Angela. Silent obout
the soles of Cobora Bossa's energy sources to South Africa.

Lizhon's present policy is aimed af shunting the liberation
mavements to the sidelines by stimulating the emergence of
“third forces™ capoble of breaking the intransigence of the
PA|IGC or FRELIMO.

The Portuguese Communist and Socialist parties, for whom the
government of natisnal union is an end in ifself, gre not
above stooping to bleckmeil, saying in effect: “In order for
the negotiations to go on, the présent government must stay
in power; and for it to stay in power, it must obtain a mini-
mum number of coneestions from vou, the |iberation move-
mants. "

The period thot has new opened up will thus reveal either

the depth or the limits of the political sophistication of the
[iberation movemants. It will olso test their echesion. Will
the erisis now shaping up in the MPLA fecilitate the maneu—
vers of imperialism? The united front with the ANLF that is
envisaged by a faction of the MPLA would amount fo o front
with MN'Gouabi, Maobuty, Kounda, and MNyerere (respectively
the heods of state of the Congo (Brazzaville), Zoire, Zambic,
and Tanzania), That is, it would amount fo o neccolonialist
front. It is only with an authentically anticapitalist program
that the wanguard of Angola, o3 well as that of Mozombigue
and Guineo=Bissou, will be oble to frustrete imperialism's
neccalonialist plan.

== SLPPORT TO THE PAIGC, FRELIMO, AND THE MPLAIT
- IMWEDIATE ARD UNCONMDITIONAL INDEPENDEMNCE!
-= AGAINST NEQCOLOMIALIST SOLUTIONS !

-= THE 3TRUGGLE GOES ON, SUPPORT MUST GO ON
T

¥* 3 ¥

At tha end of the 1950s, when the struggle coairst Portuguese
colonialism took a decisive leap forward, the political situa-
tion on the Black continent was marced by & deep downturn
of mas shruggles and by the integration of o good part of the
notionalist movement into the framewerk of neccolonialist
solutions. In the space of five or six years, naticnalist par=
ties nearly everywhere had enthusiastically accepted positions
ot imperialist lockeys. The urban petty-bourgesisie, which
hod deve leped widely within the calenial administration,
rafsed ikelf to the stotus of rullng closs after having mode

uge of the mas movement as a means of pressuring the jm-
perialist govermnments .
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The centradictory content of formal independence was a con-
sequence of o twofold process, For the European bourgeoisie,
breaking with classicel economic colenialism in order o move
to e higher stege of plunder in aecordance with the contem-
parery development of capitalism was on empirical pelitical
rasponsa to the rise of the colonial revolution, For the Afri-
can masses, [t wes g maotter of the first generalized offensive
against imperialist barbarism occurring within o soelal frame-
work foshioned by colonialism, that is, under the politicel
leadership of the "bureoucratic® petty-bourgeoisia. The neo-
colenial economy is not at all & “supreme” stage of imperial-
ist rule, oz Mkrumah cloimed. The conversion did not open
up a new era of bourgeals rule, but wos rather o lost resort
ellewing for o qualitative increase in plunder while ot the
same time temporarily easing the revelutionory pressure. In
this light neccalenialism eppears not as an objective develop-
ment determined by the system of demination, but essentially
oz a defeat for the notionalist movemant, which by Tts nature
wis urable to transform the independence struggle ints an
anticapitalist struggle.

In his book Les Fleurs du Conge, G. Althabe explains excctly
the ideclogical gome played by African naticnalism: "The
nationalist party as it was built during this period was for a
section of the bureaucratic elite simulfneously an instrument
of stnigale against foreign rulers ond a framework through
which to establish a relationship with the moss of the popula-
tian, e vehicle through which the burecucratic elite succeeded
in makilizing the mass of the population around Thelf. "(p.233.)
“The nationalist parky was thus built o5 @ counterinstitution
whose mode of existence was whally detemmined by the adver-
sary it wes focing. "(p. 240.7 "The oim of the struggle was to
tear the population loose from the burecucratic fnstitution
representéd by the administration controlled by Belgions in
order to reintroduce them into a new bureaucratic institution:
the party, centrolled by so-called noticnalist politicians.”
(p.241.) "The sequel to the confrontation wes simple: The
natiznalist party became the administration and the duality
betwean the two bureaucratic institutions was erosed. "(p.241.)

And we may add that the erasure of the duality wos effected
either through e integration of the naticnalist movement
into the neacclanialist framewerk or by the repression of the
mast radical elamants {the UPC in the Comeroons, Sawabo
in Miger, the MMNC in the Cange, stc.)

It was, then, primarily by these meons that neacelenialism
was able to become a reclistic policy for the colenial bour-
gecisies. To estimate the possibilities for o neocolonialist
pelicy in the Portuguese colonies therefore implies examining
foctars like these in the context of @ continente| and interne-
tional situation that is in all respects different from that pre-
vailing in past years. The analysis of netionalism in the Por-
tuguese colonies must therefore integrate two foctom:

* The consequences of the character of the political peried
an the formation of the nationalist movements in Angola,
Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissou af the end of the 1750s;

* The importance and the limits of their break with the tra=
ditienal notionalism ef this pericd and their own balanee
sheets on the countries that were granted independence.

Formation of the nationalist
movements,

The PAIGC was founded in September 1956, A little more
than six years later, in 1963, the ormed siruggle was launched
—- after a process of pelitical and military preparation. But
between 1958 and 1963, this reg'an of Africa was marked by
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a significont decline of mass struggle and by the stabilization
of a relationship of forces fovoroble to imperialism. The Sen-
ghor regime come te power in Senegel and, offer the impris-
enment of Mamamou Dia, a strong stafe wos set up that for
severa| yeors was to harass the PAIGCs rear oreas along
Guinea’s northern border and lend fts support to o right-wing
groupler, the FLING .,

In Senegal itself, there was repression ogainst the PAI, which
resulted in the disappearance of a potential source of support
for the PAIGC from within the neocolony Tiself. In Guinea-
Conakry the foilure of the first economic plan was to being
about an initial right-wing reaction from the Touré regime.
Te be sure, this episode scorcely offected Conakry's oftitude
toward the nascent PAIGC; to be sure, from a quantitative
sfandpoint aid from Canokry remained |arge sver the years.
But from the standpoint of the birth of a revelutionary leoder-
ship in Guinea-Bissou, the political path followed by the
Guinean regime playved o not insignificant role, bath in
terms of the regional relotionship of forces and in ferms of
direct palitical infliance on the young cadres of the PAIGC.
The impasse of Guinean nationalism eould nat prevent o pro-
cess of rodicalizotion within the PAIGC, but it neverthe less
was not conducive to gaing beyond Guinean nationalism on

a thearetical level, a: Vaseo Cabral's statermants about the
“party=-state” attest to.

In reality, o complex jousting of political influence was go-
ing en, and its eutcome would depend on the ability of the
PAIGL fo theorize its own struggle and to give Tt o closs con-
tent.

The MPLA was created in December 1956 by the fusion of
various small urban groups. The Luanda revolt broke out

an Febeuary 4, 1951, It was followed by o peasont insurrec-
tion in the north. This occurred while the Conge crisis wos
at its height. American imperialism wos defermined to make
the Congo the turning paint for the counterrevelution in cen—
tral Africa. The American bourgeoisie had always taken an
ombiguous attitude tawerd African notionalism. U.5. impe-
rialisrm wonted simultanecusly to breck the rising revolution
and to exploit the crisis of European colonialism in order to
win new maorkets thal were inoccessible to Washington in the
existing colonial economic framewark. Toward this end,
Washingten began aiding the most right-wing elements of
African nationalism, the toctic being carried out espacially
through the frede unions affilioted fo the International Fadera—
tion of Free Trode Uniens.[1)

In Angola, the emergence of o movement of the "peoples of
the north" (the UPMNA), o predeminantly ethnocentrist argani=-
zation, was a windfall for Washington. (It emerged, moreover,
independent of direct American action.] The crystallization
of o right=wing nationalist movement, o potential |:rr valuchle
interlocutor with Lisbon and o possible "border army"” with
political=ethnie links to the Kinshosa regime, could enly

have come about through o coming together of this movemeant
and American policy, even if their relotionship went through
ups ond downs.

The victory of the counterrevelution in the Congo resulted

in the expulsion of the MPLA from Kinshase ond the recooni-
tion by the Organization of African Unity of the Angolan
Revolutionary Government Tn Exile. Mevertheless, the
“three glorious days" in Brazzaville in 1963 represented a
cenjunctural revolutionary upsurge that the MPLA was ta
exploit.’ The new, verbally naticnalist regime of Massembat
Débat accorded asylum to the MPLA after the overthrow of
F. Youlow. This was dene not only out of the revelutionary
convictions of some of the regime's supporters. It was also o



I #§ key to organizations =

MPLA, Pecples Liberation Movement of Angole

PAIGC  AFricon Party for the Independenice of

Guinea and the Cope Verde Islonds
I FRELIMO  Mozambigque Liberation Front

APMLF Angola Metional Liberation Front. The
Unian of Peoples of MNorth Angsla waos
created in 1954, It later became the Union
of Angolen Peoples, and the, after win=-
ning aver sevaral grouplets, become the
AMLF, which for reasons of diplomacy
founded the Angolan Revelutionary Gow-
ernment in Exile, which is based in Kin-
shosa and controlled by Mobutu.

UMNITA  Mational Union for the Total lndependence

of Anoolo. It developed in 19646 after a

split in the AMLF . It concentrated Tn the

beginning on gaining g bose in the south
and center of the country. The main crit-
icigms it makes of the MPLA are that the
latter has a petty-bourgeois leadership and
that it directs the liberated zones From out-
side.

Liberation Frant for the MNatianal Indepan-
dence of Guinec. A sort of reactionary
grouplet based in Dalkar, supported for
sevaral years by Senghor, president of
Senegal, ond manipuloted by the Ameri-
cans.

FLING

United Group of Mozambigue. A potential
third force. Hos just declored ifself in favar
of interracial, interreligious coexistence
and for o Lusitono-Afre-Brazilion cornmu-
nityl

reaction by right-wing elements {[ike Débat himsalf} to the
threat of the formatien of o Bokongo amcciation under the
leadership of Kirahesa.(2) On the basis of this situation,
the MPLA waos oble to open a front in the enclave of Ca-
binda (o section of Angela separated from the rest of the
country by a strip of Zoirel, The MPLA came ocut of this
period in & weakened condition, caught between Porfuguese
repression and Kinshase's support for the AMLF, which had
ity baze aleng the northemn border.

The relatiorships between the MPLA end Congolese naticnal-
ism are not easy fo establish, It is probable rhat betwean the
time of Lumumbaism and the Brazzaville Civil Defense the
cedres of the MPLA hod plenty of opportunity to draw o bal-
ance sheet. But wos this balance sheer == which was rat very
explicit == extended to cover the experience of the M'Geusbi
regime, the Diawaro struggle, ond the left wing of the Tan-
zenian Communist party? The question is impertant. For while
the politicol influence of Congolese noticnalism opoears to
hove been weak, it is no loss true thot the solibical situatian
on Angela's narthern frontier ploys & decisive role for milisary
perspectives in the economically develeped regions.

In May 1964 the MPLA come out of the crisis by opaning up

a new frant gn the Zambion border. There again, the "sa-
cialism" af Kaunda scarcely had any influence on the ranks
af the MPLA{3}, But the political squabbles within the MPLA
moy parallel those within the Lisaka regime. We have ra-
cently seen the ceincidence that may have existed between
the Chipendao tendency of the MPLA and o faction of the
Zambian regime . If there was no direct ideslogical jnfluence,
thera was at least a pelitical intervantion through the bureau-
cratic structures of the organizational cpparatis, especially
in the delsgations sent to foreign countries,

FRELIMO was formed in 1962 through regrsupment of the
MARNU, the UDEMNAMD, and the UNAMI. It ako included
small groups of emigeé naticnalists in Tenzonia, Zambia, and
Malawi. The naticnalist movement in Eost Africa has been
heavily influenced by the pamonality of Julius MNyerere. Buf
in spite of that, and in spite of the importance of the Tan-
zanian-Mozambiguicn border, interchange between Myerere's
TAMLU and FRELIMO remained weak. Since it was formed
later than the MPLA and the PAIGC, FRELIMO wos much less
confronted by the struggles that preceded the winning of in-

dependence in most of Africa. It also appears that the gregter
infegration of Mozambigue (relative to Angela) info the
southern African bloc had turned the ottentions and relations
of the militants mere toward the movements in Rhodesia ored
South Africa, It therefore definitely seems thot of the three
orgonizations, FRELIMO was the one whose eorliest develop-—
ment wan leost offected by the crisls of natianalism in the
neighboring countries.

Mevertheless, for all theee movements, the struggle began in
o situation of gereral dawntumn on o conlinents| scole | They
were thus extremely isolated in tmeir early years, and this
isolation is not unimpartant in understanding their difficulfies
of palitical clarification and the cheence of o real theorizo=
tion of the revolutionory process.

The limits cf a political evolution

e three movements, then, were initially made up of young
ratfonalists, memben of the urban petty-bourgesisie. They
were more ol less influenced by the stroggles in the Franch
or British colonies. Through the Porfuguese Communist party
they discoversd the existence of the Western workers mave-
ment, which Way viewsd \uncomsciously) through a Stalinist
ard social chauvinist prism. Herterogenecus and lacking a
political past, the voung leaderships were confent for a time
simply to roise a series of slogens that come down fo the de-
mand for independence. The content of the struggle, ik straf=
egy and historical perspectives, were scorcely detailed.

But is there any lorger body of written matesial today? Te be
sure, we have Mondlone's back The Stuggle for Mozambique,
as well as Cobrol's writing batwean 1961 and 1959, These
works already indicate a break with the traditional apalyses
of on Mkrumeh or o Sekou Touré. But in reality, it is mainly
through inferviews ond speeches that progress in anelysis end

* development ond specification of detail can be seen. This

leadership's production of theoretical works <— the sducation-
al and propaganda functien of which is decisive in speaking
to the world anti-impericlist movement -—— has been medger.
A comparison with the Vietnamese leadership is revealing.,
On the one hand we have militants whose large production of
palitical analyses indicates thair histaric ties with the infer=-
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national workers movement; on the ather hand, we have the
African liberation mavements, which, having been built in
the srultifying framework of Portuguese domination, have a
theusand difficulties in breaking with empiricism and dizscovers
ing the foals of Marsism in order te formulate a theoretieal
structure for their struggles. And need we add that thise ef-
forts can be abortive if they are attempted through the apgli-
eation of sterile Stalinist concepts 7

Cobral himself recognized the empiricism that prevailed at the
beginning of the struggle.(4) For his part, Dos Santes (g leqd-
er of FRELIMO) recognized the extent of pragmatism and the
heavy influence of heterogeneiry, In an interview with The
African Communist (issue no. 55) he declared: “Sa right from
the start in 1962 different ideslogies were reflected at the
top. But the fasks focing us in these early days demanded that
we create a cellective thet would accammodate all those
who were prepared 1o wark together to get the basic struggle
off the ground. 5o, the nature of the political, social, and
economic realities of the situation as if was then demended a
pragmatic ottitede " (p.47.)

Empiricism asserted irself first of all on the question of farms
of struggle and on the analysis of the forms of calonial dam-
ination. Cenfronted by an sdversary that, unlike French or
British eelanialism, locked the political and econemic means
ta alter the form of its domination of the end of the 1950,
the liberation movements saw the necessity of armed struggle
affer going through the experiance of legal mass mobilizations
that ware met with regression that blocked any possibility of
their develeping inte national independence movemenks
Thus, Cabral declared ot the twenty=seventh session of the
United Mations: “The Pidjiquiti massacre committed by the
Portuguese colonialists on August 3, 1959, against the striking
dock workers of Bissau and the warkers of the fiver tronsport
baats cost us fifry strikers dead and mare than & hundred
wounded. |t was 4 painful lesson for our people. We learned
that there wos ne questicn of choasing between peaceful
strugale end armed struggle epainst the Portuguese cclanial-
s, . . . Wa then decided . . . to suspend all demoanstra—
tians for demands in the cities and o prepare ourselves for
armed struggle., !

In Lerenze Marques (in Mozambique) anti=Portuguese demon-
strations were tovagely repressed in 1954 and 1942, [n 1940
in Mueda and in 1952 at the cane plantations in Xinovane
peasant demonstrations were repressed of o cost of hundreds
dead. |t was through the experience of such evenrs, as well
o through the example of Guineo-Bissou, where the struggle
had been going on for severs| yeors, that FRELIMO litle by
little came to discard its demand For "negotiations® and turned
fo preparing the armed struggle, which wos proclaimed on
September 25, 1964,

Empiricism ramained the method: empiricism 1o win the sympo-
thies of a village in the heart of the bush country: empiricism
to resolve conflicts between two ethnic groups within which
the movement had fo win o base; and empiricism te structure
the guerrilla crganization. Up to that time, such questions

hod been pased nowhere eke in Africo. And the resporses

the liberation movements gove to these problams, evan if they
were anly partial answers, constituted o fundamental gain for
the future development of the African revalution.(5)

But certain questions are not mere ly subjective ongs. The
ethnic question, for exampla, hos historical, economic, and
secial foundations that pragmatic good will is Treufficient far
resalving. Ta be sure, the PATLC, which waos working in a
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limited geographic area, waos able to forge o national con-
scigusness through slow preparation ond a varied appreach o
the ethnic groups. FRELIMO also made some experiments in
this field, especially with the Maui:onda group in the north,
But the MPLA was functioning in the worst conditions for re-
solving this matter. The geogrophical conditions of Angala,
its histary of being divided between the Conge and Ovam-
bolend, mode the conditions for developing & “national con-
sciousness forged in struggle very difficult. The Bakonge
population in the north, whose cohesion and "legitimesy"”
derives from the old kingdem of the Congo, is divided today
ameng the Congo (Brazzaville), Zaire, and Angalals) In
1934 the Union of Peaples of Morth Angala (LUPMA) was
created in Leopoldviile (now Kirshosa) on the basis of Bo-
kongo nationalism. The leaders of the LIPMA were Barros
MNekaka and Holdon Roberte, In 1957 the latter wrote to the
United Motiors demanding the recorstitution of the kingdem
of the Congo. Later, the UPMA, which hod in the meantime
become the UPA, was to support the Tshombe faction in the
Congo, not only politically, but militarily as well. Today
this right-wing faction of Angolon naticnalism hos become a
real bordar army functioning under the protective wing of
Maobutu. It can play the role of privilaged Tnterlocuter.

The accord signed Tn 1972 betwean the MPLA and the AMLE-
UPA wos of tactical concern fo the MPLA, which wanted te
unfreaze the situation on its main frent in the neeth, Byt be-
yond this conjunctural significonce, the oceord represented
@ de facto recognition of the ANLF as o co-representative in
the struggle. The AMLF was soon reintegrated into the public
suppert extended fo the Angolan struggle by the Orgoniza-
tien of African Unity. Today it is recognized by Peking end
Sofia.(7) The confusing conseguences of this cecord were
such that the MPLA falt obliged to bsue o communigué in
which it reported to the world press: "The MPLA, o= well os
the AMLF, meintgins all ik structures. As should be clear,
the present discussions do not entitle anyene to speak of the
MPLA oz though it did not exist,® In the March 1973 sue

of the bulletin Afrigue en Lutte (Africe in Struggle), we
wrote: "Becaouse af the tectical plans of the MPLA, and
contrary to the hopes of imperialism, the agreement reached
under the tutelage of N'Gouahi, Mobuty, Myarere, and
Faunda is not deveid of contradietiors ., [+ must be saluted
far the new military possibilities it accords the MPLA. But
we must still sk ourselves how the varicus components of

the MPLA will envision the applicotion of same of the clouses
of the agreement.” And in fact, several menths later, the
Chipenda tendency exploined thar the accord constituted an
agreement of the pacples of the narth directed agafmt the
peoples of the south, of which he, noturally, claimed to be
the representotive.

The existence of ethnic groups that stroddle borders lends a
means of pressure and intervention to the neocolanialist re-
gimes that esntrol @ section of thase populations. A region-
alist faction, whether inside or outside o government, can
then establish links with local leaders of the [iberation move-
ment. That is what a section of the Zambian government did
with the Chipenda tendency in the MPLA. The situation is
even more susceptible to operations like this in that the lib-
eratien movement lacks a homegeneous leadership and suffers
from a eerlain amount of buresucratization based an "villag-
ism. " OF the three movements, the MPLA is clearly the mast
vulnerable on these matters. Chipenda had bean in charge

of legistics. He was densunced as o traitor, but certainly

a political explanation of why should have been effered . Mot
only was this never done; 1t also seems that o compromise may
have been reached betwaen the "traitar” and the rest of the
leadership. This sert of functioning and this sort of heterc-
geneity cannct fail fo have comsequences on the organiza-



tion's general political line. The situation in Angola allows
for all kinds of manewvers by imperialism aimed at brushing
aside the most radical tendencies. It is therefore especially
disfurbing fo read the statement made on May 12,1574, in
Dar es Salonm by MPLA leader A, Neto in which he saluted
the progress that hos been mode by the ANLF and expressed
the hope that the MPLA and the ANLF would cooperate in
driving Partuguese colonialism out of Africa. But an what
program and teward what aim will such o compremize bo
made 7

FRELIMO hos also hed to toke o position on the regionel and
ethnic question. In his interview with The African Cammu-
nist Dos 3antas stated: "At the level of regional econamic
subsistence,. at the level of an economy based primarily on
agriculhore af ifs lowest level, it is difficult for people ta
relate to one another in a truly national sense, in the sense
of evan shoring a common economy and all the sociol links
that this creates. 5o | would say that national economic de-
velopment is an essentiel part of the continuing process of
building o nation, Of course o notion i & product of history
and ifs formation goes through different phoses. In this sense
the worl of tha final achievement of complete nationhood
will continue even after independence, olthough the funda-
mental elements of mationhood ore elreedy in existence and
in the procerss of being further developed in Mozambique."
{p.42.)

The armed struggle ond the desire for national wnificetion in
struggle ogoinst the Portuguese oppressor have been two foc-
tors permitting o decisive breok with the copitulationist and
ethnocentrist elements that orese in the nationalist curent
in the French and British colenies and epted for o policy of
diplomatic pressure and border warfare. It is not by occident
that the FLING was supported for several years by the Sen-
ghor regime. MNor is Mobuhs's suppart for the AMNLF surprising.
Buf because of the heterageneity of the erganizations, espe-
cially the MPLA, this break has not been absolute. Thot is
why we should ot underestimate the threat of deviations
being introdueed by compromises betwean the various fen-
dencies, In the African context, such threats will not disap-
pear so long as a definitive break with nationalist ideslogy
hes not been made .

To be sure, from the very beginning organizaticns were formed
that unambigususly crystallized the mest right-wing sectors
ef nationalism, the FLING ond the AMNLF being the two
clearest examples. But the story was not always so simple.

In Angala there were people who “possed" from the MPLA

to the AMNLF well after the struggle had been launched.
There was also a split within the AMLF which was directed
by Savimbi and was to result in the formation of the LUNITA.
In Mozambique, where FRELIMO was an assoclation of var-
ious groups right from the stort, the purge was carried out in
tha very course of the struggle. That was the case for the two
main splits, that of Lazare Kavadamé and that of Uria Si-
mange. Inan interview with the July 9, 1971, issve of the
Italian Communist party weekly Rinascita, FRELIMO leader
Semora Machel explained these events this woy: "The essen-
tial controdiction concerned general line. Cn the one side
there was a purely nationalist position that reduced libero-
tion ta enly one of its aspects, namely driving the Porhuguese
out. On the other side, there was the positlen held by the
great majority: Liberotion must be linked to the trarsforma-
tion of the colonial, native, and tribal structures.™ The twa
expelled member: were aiming ot definitively esrablishing
fiefs in which they could exert their power in the framework
of traditional struetures. Machel continued: "But the conflict
really broke eut when vost territories of Mozambique had
been liberated and the question arose as to how to organize

these ferrifories in order to tum them into the driving ele-
ments of the development of the liberation struggles. . . . IF
we fight to drive the Portuguese out ond then replace them
with Africons whe function under the same econamic system
as the Porfuguese did and fherefore exploit other Africans,
then the strugale is for naught. Instead, ofter driving out the
Fortuguese, we musk ocf so that the pepular struggle remains
parmanent. "

The break with reformist

nationalism

S it is with the Simengos and the Kovandamés that Spinala
has ta wark todoy if his neccalenialist aperation is to succeed.
A decisive break has thus been made with the treditions of
reformist notionalism that racked most of the freedom move-
ments in the French and British colonias. With the new situa-
tion in Portugal and the propesals for @ gevernment of national
unicn, an immediate copituletion under the spell of the nec-
eelonialist cherm is therefore improbable. There are certainly
some genuinely right-wing tendencies Tn the MPLA that could
get some support from outside the movement. But in general
the dynomic set in motion by the specific features of Partu-
guese colonialfsm and by the yeers of struggle have incon-
testably separated this reveluticnary nationalism from the
swamp of rightism and reformism.

But while the neccolonialist solution hes not been put inte
effect through a sudden capitulation of the liberation move-
ments under the impact of the Portuguese coup, Tt 18 never-
theless true that neocolonialism can be nurtured by the myth
of the national democratic state. The liberatian mavements
have adopted o Fluid ond deliberotely imprecise position on
the sacial goals of their struggle. This inadeguacy can be
exploined by the obsence of a theorization of the revelution-
ary process, But that is not sufficient to account forsuch a
“refusal" to define precisely the historic goaks of the strug-
gle. The mojor couse of this attitude is the heterageneity of
the lecderships. To be sure, everyome rejects neccelonialism
of the Senghar or Mobuty variety. But it must not be for-
gotten that betwesn Tourd and the revolutionory Mardsts
there is an "impressive selection” of neccolonialists on the
African continent! This is the question that must be discussed
with the comrodes of the PAIGC, the MPLA, and FRELIMO.

In the cases of Angala and Mozembique, a preliminary ab-
servation must be mode before the scope of the negotiations
is discussed. The guerrilla zones, especially in Angola, have
made anly very smdll inroods into the economically rich re-
gions. Imperialist investments are especially large in

these regions, and would represent a second-level stronghald
for the Portuguese bourgeoizie in a neccalonialist framework |
The first game the Portuguese bourgesisie will try to play will
be to seat groups representing the urban African petty-bour-

-geoisie ond the “demeeratic" sectors of the Porhuguese popu-

lation at the negotiating toble. Thus, the "Demoeratic Move=
ment of Guinea"” hes suddenly oppeored, along with the mul-
tiracial GUMO of Mezembigque. And to this it should be
added that the internationcl press hos suddenly storted writing
about the FLING, despite the foct that enly o few weels ago
everyone was reporting that this group had disoppeared. The
attempt here is to shunt the liberation movements to the side-
lines in the name of bringing o represantative of the "whole
nation" to the negetiating teble.

An urgent respense from the liberation movement about the
future of the capital owned by Krupp, the mines owned by
Benguela, and the haldings of Gulf and other oil companies
is therefore a necessity. If the negotiations should lesd to
freezing the current situation, granting FRELIMO and the
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MPLA only partial outherity, it would ba impossible to coun-
teract the neocclonialist rendencies that would inevitably

be balstered by an ecenomy that is largely dependent on im-
perialist investments.

Thus, the only salution in Angola and Mozombique is o con-
tinue the fight to win @ mare solid base in the economically
developed regions. Everyone knows thoet if such a bose is
won, 1t would soon lead to o test of strength between the
present Portuguese government and the colonial hardliners.
The hardliners, who have femporarily taken o wait-and-see
attitude, would soon win hegemony amang the white pepula-
Fen, whese dearest desire is fo remdin in Africa. (A party
has just beer farmed in Mozambigue called Fico, which
means, "l shall remain, "} A Rhodesion type solution iz a
constant peint under discussion among the white colonial
pogulation. |n Mozambigue the tendency favoring such a
solution is supported by not insignificant ecenomic farces,
such as the Champalimoud industial greup and Jardim.

This threat of a break with the white pg-puldll'al‘l in Africa ——
which would produce o deadly erisis that would definitively
compromise their government of national union — s the thing
that really terrorizes the reformists of the Portuguese Commu-
nist and Socialist porties. It is obvious, then, that these par-
ties will put moximum pressure on FRELIMO and the MPLA
ta accept the compromise that we described eorlier. A.
Almeido Sendos, o representative of the white demozrots
in Mozembique who is close to the 5P has just been named
ministar of interterritorial coordination. And less than a
manth ago he declared: "The diclogue with FRELIMO should
be easy forus. . . . Bub we have to move fast, becouse all
Africans with even a minimum of palitical consciousness are
now or saon will be with FRELIMO. "

- to be confinued -

Footmotes

1. In 1757 Mixon declored: "The future interests of the
United States in Africa are so vast thot they entitle us not o
hesimate in aiding the departure of the colonicl powers from
Africa."

2. Fulton Youlou wos a Lari, o group connected to the Ba-
kengo. Within the Maossembat Débat regime, there was o |
wing that fovored aiding the MPLA for really internationalist
reosons. But the leodership, ond especially Debat himself,
quickly proved to be o new tribalist and regionalist fendency.
It was rat long before repression began falling on the moest
redical elements, wha believed they hod discoverad the key
to "the national end demecratic revolution. "

3. Kounda, like Sengher and athers, utilized the phrosec!-
agy of "African sacialism, * whose essence and goals were
quite ¢learly reoctionany.

4, Cobral seems to hove believed that this empiricism would
not |ast beyond the period of stabilization of the ormed strug—
ole.,

5. The threat of militarist deviotions in the PAIGC come to
the surfoce in 19584 with the emergence of small local paten-
tates. The PAIGC congress settled this question by purging
several military leaders and by redefining the relationship
berwean the palitical and military wings. Cince again, the
PAIGC hed resolved o problem on the fly.

&. Caolls for the reunification of the Bakongo people regu—
lorly ecome aut of the Congo and Zaire, usually on the ini-
liative of ratten politicians seeking o regional bose. Let us
alse recall that during *he Congo crisis, Kasavubu, ane of
the imper'fn:li:l‘ stooges, Founded his trcdfhi!it}-' on tha fact
thot he "represented” most of the Bakengo in the area.

7. On June 1,194, Feking sent 112 instructors to Kinshasa
to train the ARLF. This was done following the signing of o
Sino-Zoire agreement .

EEC

the common
inmarket

In crisis

Cince again the Commen Market is going through a serious
erisis, probably the most serious since 8 formation . This
erigis was manifested in the foilure of the "comman float" of
the currencies of the nine member countries, in tha British
government's decision to renegofiate the ferms of Britain’s
membership in the EEC, and in tha Danish and [talion daci-
sions 1o suspend free impartotion of commodities originoting
from Common Market countries. Earlier, the crisis hod been
expressed in the most dromatic foshion by the inability of the
governments of the member states to work out o common posi-
tion when faced with the "oil crisis™ or to negotiote a joint
agreement with the oil=exporting counfries.

To understand the ariging of this crisis, one must fiest of all

vnderstand the real nature of the Camman Market, The EEC
is-a trarsitery and hybrid phenc senan of international eco-
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nomic integration of nine imperialist couniries (at the begin-
ning, six imperialist counfries). These countries decided to
cllow unlimited circulation of commeadities and capital within
their national borders. But they created neither @ common
bourgeais stote, ndr o common government, nar @ common
CUITENCY.

The instituticns with which they endowed the Common Marlcat
are pseudostate institutions copped by o "commission” that
has only consultotive power, except in the strictly limited
reclms of circulation of capital and commodities. The real
power in the Common Market rests with the “council of min-
isters, " And, in proctice, even this bedy locks the power to
enforce Th decizions on any government that chooses to vig—
late them.



The transitery and hybrid neture of the Common Market cor-
responds to the tronsitory and hybrid nofure of the eccnomic
phenomenan that it expresses on an institutional politicol
level: the progresive internationalizafion of the holdings of
big capital. During the past pwenty years there has been a
process of Europedan interpenetration of copital thet hos grad-
vally expanded in breadth, We have ssen the birth of indus-
trial groups whese holdings are no lenger those of o "national”™
bourgeoisie, but are insteod shored among the bourgecisies of
varjous European natienalities, no "national” fastion com-
manding & contralling share . (Dunlop=Pirelli and Agfa=-Ge-
vaert are bwo exemples.)

But while this process of European interpenetration of copital
is incontestably going on, it i far from having reached the
point of no refurn. In certain cases, it has failed. The Fiat=
Citro#in axperience in the automobile industry is o case in
palnt. That new Eurcpean supertrust wos disselved. In other
coses, the process hos foken the form of a single, contralling
“national” copital obsorbing o number of Firms. The absorp-
tion of the French pharmeceutical company Rousse|-Uelaf by
the German Haechster Forben trust is an example. In most
branches of industry, "national" monopelistic trusts are con-
tinuing te oct by meons of international cooperation omong
Eurppean firms rother thon by meons of a real fusing of in=
ferests .

Thus, the internotionalization of copital within the Commen
Market began by going beyond the sfage of "nahicnal" meno-
polistic trusts. American, European, and Jopanese multing-
tional firms hove accumolated unquestionable power. But the
internationalization of cc‘lpif{‘ll has not yet resched the p-c-'lnT
that capitalist groups axised around "matienal® bourgesis
states hove [ost all influence or all eapacity to react. The
result of the struggle bebwesn groum demanding o bourgeois
state on o European scale and groups still attached to the na=-
tional bourgeois state has yet to be decided. That is the fndis-
pensable background to undentanding the present erisis of the
Common Market.

The Commen Market {5 a supronational institution locking
real stofe power just at a Hme when the state has become on
indispenseble instrument nat anly for maintaining the pelitical
ard social power of capifal, but alse for permitting the reali-
zation ond exponded reproduction of copital, We have always
predicted that the fundamental contredictions of such an in-
sHution would break to the surfoce os soon as there was a
generclized recession in capitalist Eurcpe. It is exoctly of
the time of o serious economic recession that the intervention
of the bourgeais stofe into economic [ife bacomes decisive

for saving the system.

Big copital of each of the member states of the Common Mar=
kat is then confronted with a clear alternative: either create
a real Europeon supenstate capable of warking out an anti-
erisls policy on on intemational scale, or fall back an an
anticrisis poliey on a national scale. |n either case, the
Common Marke! goes by the boards.

In the First case, 1t would be replaced by o federal copital-
ist state extending over all the capitolist counfries prepared
ta take this step; it would haove o common cumency, o com-—
men government, o commen palicy on public works and em-
ployment, & common budget, and a common fiscal policy.
In the second case, it would break up under the blows of a
massive refurn to protectionism on the poart of all {ar most of)
the "national" bourgesis states of Western Evrope .

It is cbvious that the European multinational frush would
react to d sericus economic recession by demonding o super-

shate on o European scole, for the simple recson that ft is
only on such @ scale that their interests in the “struggle
agdinst recession” could be effactively served. This would
also apply o thase trusts that are olreody internationalized
from the standpaint of holdings of capital, ond to those that
are still controlled by the bourgesisie of a single notion but
whose field of action alreody goes too far bewvond o "national”
field even on the level of production. The Philips electronics
trust, to take one example, could not be protected from the
effects of a serious economic crisis by measures foken solaly
by the government of the Metherlands or solely enocted within
the territory of thot one country. For this trust, an effective
"antire cession” palicy would hove o be on "antirecession"
palicy at least within the nine Common Market countries os

a whale .

Mavertheless, Tt is equally clear that in the absence of a
real povernment and a real state power extending aver all
the nine countrics of the Common Market (or over most of
them}, the more severe an economic recession is, the more
the bourgeaitie of eoch separate country will find itself
ebliged fo oct against recession on a purely national level.
The real cholee with which the bourgecisie would be foced
would be, in effect, between “national™ oction or inacction,
that is, between national action or ne actien atall. Given
the relotionship of forces between Copital ond Labor in
Western Europe foday, it is unthinkable that ony “notional"
bourgeoisie would stand by passively in foce of the aggrava-
fion of an economic recession and o rise in unemployment.
Upder these conditions, passivity would provoke a social
and revalutionary erisis of unprecedented grovity for the sur-
vivetl of the copitalist system,

That is why our prediction has abways been that the Common
tarket would not pass the test of o serious economic reces-
sion unless it had succeeded in tromsforming itself intc a real
European government by the time the recession came.

Crisis of the common market:
product of recession

The events of the post six months confirm the accurocy of
this analysis.

An economic recession is now under way in most imperialist
countries. It is already serious in the United States (whers
the gross national product has fallen by & percent in the spoce
of five months), and it has begun in Britain, ltaly, and Jo-
pan. West Germany is teetering on the brink of recession.
Franse is the only big Imperialist country that hos not yet
been offected .

Unemph}rmant is on the rise in all irnpq:ria”.l.l countries. [t is
likely that during the winter of 1974-75 the previcus pestwar
record In the imperialist countries = which was 10 million,
set in the winter of 1970 == will be broken by o wide margin.
The total number of unemployed in all the imperialist countries
will probably opprogeh 15 million .

Under these conditions, in the absence of o real government
with recl state power on the scole of the Common Market, it
was inevitable thet the bourgesisie would move toward anti-
recessionist meosures on a national scale, that is, toward pro-
tectionist measures, This is what waos done in o spectacular
manner by Italy and Denmarl. The governments of these coun-
tries imposed de focte limitations not only on imports in gen-
eral, but also on imporks eriginating from Coammon Markat
countries in particular.
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It is sometimes asserted that this crisis might be "exceptional, !
that it might represent a "temporary accident” provoked anly
by the "ail crisis, " which is said to hove sreated significaont
bolance of payments deficits in several Eurcpean imperialist
ceuntries lespecial ly Britain, Italy, and Fronce).

This argument is incomplete and specious. In fact, the balance
of payments deficits of some Commen Market countries is al-
most completely "compensated for! by the no less spectacular
balance of payments surplus in West Gormany. The Bane lux
sountrias ore also {still) enjoying o not unimporiant surplos,
The real nature of the "balance of poyments erisis” thus
emerges in a wholly different light. The liafian, Danish, and
British governments hove been obliged to resort fo profection-
ist meosures becouse of the refusal of the countries with large
surpluzes to pool {either whally or in porfl the exchange re-
serves of all the countries of the Comman Market, Such a
"poaling” of exchange reserves is obviously unthinkable with-
OUl J common cufrency, 4 COmMmon economic, manefary, and
fiscal palicy, and a common employmant palicy; that is,
without @ common government and o common "superstote "

West German big capital faces

Schmidt, Giscard: Who will foat the bill?

unhappy choices

The nature of the dilemma with which Eurspecn big capital

is eonfronted 15 especially striking in the case of West German
imperialism, today the mast stable and prespercus of all fm-
perialisms. OF all the great imperialist powers, West Germany
haos experienced the lowest rate of inflatien, the most rapid
expansion of exporls, the mast significent bolonce of pay-
ments surplus, and the lowest rate of unemployment (although
the unemplayment rate has increcsad seriously since 1570-

72} When Helmut Schmidt succeeded Willy Brandt as Sacial
Democratic chancellor, most chservers stressed the "Atlantic”™
inclinations of the new government chief as compared to the
“European” inclinations of his predecessor. But in'a matter

of just o few weeks — when Schmidt held his mesting with

the new French president, Giscord d'Estaing -- this estima=
tion had to be abandoned .,

Germarnrbig copital now finds iself cought between rwo evils,
and it fs hard fo decide which is the greoter ond which the
lesser_ |F it opts for o "new push far the Common Market, " 7t
will have o absorb both the balance of paymeants deficits and
the effects of accelerated inflation of three of its major port-
ners -~ Franca, Italy, and Britain, The health and conselida-
tion of the Common Market would then be purchased of the
price of putting inte effect the old slagan of the French baur-
geoisie at the time of Poincard and Clemenceou: Let the
Krouts feet the billl And this despite the fact that this time
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there is no military or political force capable of backing up
this demand.

But if Helmut Schmidt should decide to refuse to foot the bill,
as he proclaimed he would during the ceremony installing
him os Chancellor, the comequences far Bann will be pe les
disostrous. The profectionist measures would then threaten to
spread from ltaly and Drenmark to France and Britgin, and
even to ather countries oz well, The cumulative effects of
these measures (and of the retrenching measures they wou Id
provake in tum] would decl o decisive blow to the single
pillar of the “presperity” of West German capitolism: soaring
exports. [In the domestic market, sales of consumer goods are
alrecdy on the decline.)

The partners of the Geman Faderal Republic would then eer-
tainly succeed in “exporting” the recession to Wast Germany
if West Germany did not export it exchange reserves 1o jts
neighbors. The recession would create a serious sacial erisis,
and rthe pressure fo deal with this orlsis by tuming en the
faveets of inflation of credit would become frresistible, But
increcsing inflation in order to omelicrate the crisis would
worsen the balance of poyments deficit and proveke the svop-
oration of exchange reserves. Therein lies the dilemma.

The role of the state in inter-
imperialist competition

some may reproach this aralysis with hoving made concessions
to the Kautkyite myth of "superimperialism. " When we asser
that several Eurcpesn imparialist powens could "peacefully
fuse™ without the reality being that ene s absorbing the sthers
by force, as Germen imperialism tied to do during the First
end second world wars and French end British imperialism tried
to do in the afrermath of the rws world wars, are we nat
postulating the possibility of interimperialist contradictions
being peacefully avercome irstend of intersified? In reality,
these whao eppose our analysis an this basis are revesling a
formal and empty schematism of thought that borders an soph-
ism and is @ thousard miles removed from a dialectical appre-
ciation of ohjective r\cﬂ'!ﬂy. What Lenin counterpesed to
Kautsky wos the thesis of the aggravetion rather than ameliam-
tion of interimperialist controdictions token o5 o whole, ond
nat the thesis that the contredictions befween coch of the
individual imperialist powers must alweys intensify. We be—
lieve that Lenin's thesis remaing absolutely correct and ean-
forms to the events now taking place. Interimperialist cantra=
dictions are In foct intensifying rother than easing, ond this,
it may be noted in passing, belies not only the theory of
superimperialism, but also the thesry that Morth American
superimperialism's sheer weight wauld crush all its competitors,
redicing them le pure and simple satellites.

Lenin never advenced the theory that interimperialist compe-
tition would necessarily hove to go on among o number of
imperialist powers that are sternally equal in strength. During
his own lifetime, Lénin saw the elimination of two great im-
perialist powers: tsarist Russia overthrown by the October
Eevelution and Austris-Hungary dismantled by the defeat of
1918, To gssert that o fusion batween a certain number of
imperialist powers is impossible “"because of the intensifica-
tion of interimperialist competition" would be to lase sight
af the fact that the fusion could be provoked exactly by the
intensified competition itself.

Let us look at the recent example of the "ail crisis.” It pro=
voked a general rush on the part of all the warld's big truses
nat enly toword sources of ofl and uranium, but also toward
sources of other so-called row moterials. The menner in which



the governments of the verious imperialist countries maneuvered
and ore still maneuvering o focilitete achieving the goals of
“their" trusts once again edmirably confirms the corectness
of the Leninist theary of imperialism and the state. But it is
abwvious that the stronger o state is politically, militerily,
and finoncially, the more it can facilitate the occess of "its"
frusts to sources of row materials. MNew, while it is frue that
the West Genman state Is financially powerful and that the
French, British, and Iralion states are mederately powerful
Financially, taken separately they ore wedk politically and
virtually nonexistent militarily. The Jopanese state, also
very weak militarily, compansates ot least partially for this
waokness with @ great concentretion of political power and a
consequant ability to-maneuver and to moke quick decisions.
The results of all this were not long in coming. In the rush
for rore raw materials from October 1973 1o Apeil 1974,
American and lapanese trusts scored important gains ot the
expense of European trusks.

Sa the real import of the thearetical discussion can be under-
stood. The “revisionism"™ js to be found not in our comp, but
in the camp of those wha eppese our thesis on the European
interperetration of capital. For what they are suggesting in
reality i3 that the big Eurcpean trusts are uneble (or worse
still, da not desire} to defend their interests in the inferim=
perialist competitive struggle by utilizing state instruments
odequate to the task. And what does this theory imply if not
that these trusts are lined up behind American interests, that
is, the thesis of ultraimperialism (or its superimperialist vor-
iant)?

What we are asserting, however, is that interimperialist con-
flicts and contradictions among Americen, Jopanese, and
European trusts ore intensifying and becoming exocerbated .
That is why there is a long-lerm lerdency toward European
interpenetrotion of capitel and teward the creation of an Tm-
perialist superstate in Evrope. These are the indispensible
weapons that the Evropean trusts need if they are o have
some chanee of suecess in the intensified competitive strug-
ale .

In Following this regsoning, we are making no concessions
whatever fo the myth of “werritoriality.” There ere those whe
polemicize againit our pasition by operating in fact with the
abstraction af “truits established an the territory of Fronce,
of West Germany, ctc.™ forgetting that irreconciloble con=
flicts of inferest hove devaloped bafween the European trusts
and their American counterparts and that the bourgeois state
cannat remain neutral in those conflicts == nar con it stond
abeve the froy as on "arbiter.*

Either the bourgeois state defends the interests of the European
trusts, no matter how ineffectively; that is, the interests of
Philips, Siemens, IC1, Hoeckst Bover, Péchiney, Saint-Go-
bain, Fiat, Royal=-Duteh Shall, British Petroleum, Thyssen,
Diemle Benz, ond so on, os well as the secters of financial
capital that suppert them, In that cese the question thet is
posed is deciding what state instrument can be the most effi-
cient weapon in this intensified interimperialist compatition.
Or else one denies that these groups either want or are able

to endow themselves with o smote to defend themselves agoinst
L. 5. imperialism. {This sort of argument is extremely weel,
being supported by no demonstrable empiricol evidence.)

And those who hold to that orgument are led, whether inten-
tionally or not, to the Kaufskyist theory that there is an wlfra-
imperialism that unites all the frusts and erushes all those who

oppose tham.

European interpenetration of
capital goes on

T estimate the future of the Common Market, then, it is
appropricte to rofrain from all superficicl and short-sighted
impressionism. The long-rerm tendencies on the economie,
social, and political leval must be grosped, as well as the
contradictions within those tendencies. Just as in the past it
was incorrect to afficm lightly that the ecenamic integration
of copitalist Europe had become "irmeversible, " so today it
would be wreng o rush hastily to the conclusion that the
Lommen Market is in the process of decompasition ar that it
is already deod.

In spite of the foilure of the Fiat-Citrotin merger (which, in-
cidentally, poses the question of a Citrosn-Renoult or Cltrotn-
Ford merger, for the Eurcpenn automobila trusts do not seem
sapeble of getting through the current crisis in the automabile
industry by functioning in an independant manner], and in
spite of the crisis of the institutions of the EEC, Eurnpean in-
terpenetration of cepifal is continuing. In face of the passivity
of bourgeois governments and the disorray of the fnstitutions

of the "community, " Eurspean big finance capital has not
ceased faking action, And nearly all ifs actiens move in the

direction of a greater and greater push teward Evrapean intar-
penetration of capital .

Thus, the “energy erisis” gove rise to o new Europesn finan-
cial company te toke ik ploce among the many jeint financial-
banking groups crected during the post decade. The Banque
de Paris ef des Poys-Bas, the Socidhs Géndrale, the Schweiz-
erische Kredifonstalt, the Midlaonds Bank, the Amsterdem-
Retterdam Bank, and the Belgian Seciéte Générale de Bangus
have created Finerg, whose gool is to foeilitate the Finoncing
of lorge-scale ipvestment projects in the energy field: crea-
tion of atemie reacters, oil prospecting in the Morth Sea,
research on new sources of energy, and so on. Thiz is o pro=
fect thot ance more confirms the long-term economic logic
that underlies the European interpenseiration of capitel: the
growing inability of “national” trusts, even the strangest
ones, to find sufficient copital ond material assets fo under-
toke some of the technologically advenced projects without
whose realization the competitive roce with U.5. and Jop-
anese imperialism would be iredesemably lost.

In the negotiations with the semicolonial countries and the
bureoucratized workers states, the big monopelistic European
trusks are loudly demanding sufficient "European” govern-
mental suppart to allow them to come away with the chaice
deals. While American diplomooy hos paved the way for g
spectocular reentry of the Rockefeller trust into the Egyption
market, Europecn diplomacy has unquestionably scored some
points in the Soviet Union, MNorth Africa (sreel, autamohiles,
and natural gos), Black Africo, and Brozil, 50 the cowse is
far frem having been last. More thon ever, the future of the
Common Market depends on the outcome of a battle being
waged by living econamie, secial, and palitical forces.
That is, it depends on certain real relationships of forces
and not on any predetermined fate or "iran low. "

The workers interests are not
those of capital

In this groppling between real material interests, the working
class and the workers movement must obove all preserve their
political independence and not identify with eny of the bat-
tling bourgesis groups. Meither "naticnal interest™ nor “the
Europesn ideal™ are anything but disguises donned by various
capitalist groups in order ko lead the workers to abandon
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resolute defense of their own interesk against thase of big
capital.

Those who oppose Europedn interpenetration of copital ond

the ereatlon of o European "superstate” in the name of defend-
ing the "national severeignty™ of the existing bourgecis states
are identifying themse lves with conservative ond retrogrode
cepitalist interests that will be unable to preserve their hold-
ings (through a pelicy of awsterity, deflation, end protection-
ism] except by seaking fo reduce the buying power and stan-
dard of living of the working closs. These wha call for o
"European respense” to the "Americon challenge” and whe
demand o "Eurapean stote™ to “block the advance of the
multinatienals" are in reality counterposing o plan to strengthen
Eurspean multinationals in order to stop American multing=
ticnals. The working closs hos no interest in strengthening ifs
own closs enemy, nor in assuming that European supertrusts
would be more "liberal™ or "reformist" than the "national®
supertrusts that exist today.

In its own way, the erisis of the Common Market éxpresses
the growing incampatibility of the expansion of the produc=
tive forces end the survival of the bourgeois national state.
W put forward only one historic salution te this incompati-
bility: the Socialist United States of Evrope. To achieve the
Secialist United States of Europe it {s mecessory to prepare
the werking class to seize upon each decisive weakening of
its own bourgesisie, an each sharp prerevalutionory crisis,
with o view roward ereating o real revelutionary situation,
that s, with @ view toward struggling for the conguest of
power., The sacialist revalution con 58l ke initiated an the
scale of a single country, In Fact, for the time being, be-
cause of the uneven development of the relafionship of forces

between the closses and becouse of the stfll-national charocter
of the state and repressive apparatuses, it is possible o ini-
tiate the socialist revolution only on a national scale.

But at the same time, the growing internaficralization of
capital {of the "employers" in the most immediafe sense of
the word) impases on the European worlers and workers or-
ganizations o gredber fask of jeintly cooperating, making
allionces, ond corrying out actions on o pan-Eurcpean scale
-— even for the most immediate demands, [ke wage increcses .
In this way an internotional closs struggle Ts-little by little
developing in the imoge of the international otganization of
capital, Revelutionaries must not merely foke part in this
international class struggle. They must be its most lueid,
energetic, and enterprising odvocates, comrying ouwt many
inftiatives of contoct and eollaboration on the leve| of fac-
tory delegates and combative frode-union militants of com—
panies owned by the same multinotional trusts or in the same
branch of industry in the voricus Europeon countries.

The combination of the two phenomena == revolutionary
crisis breaking out first on a natienal seale and waorkers
struggles expanding little by little internationally — entsils
o dynamic of progressive interaction of revelutionary crisis
on a Eurepean scale that will be superior to that of the periods
1917=1920, 1934-38, or 1944-47. That is what mokes the
program of the Socialist United States of Europe not only
objectively necessary, but practically possible as weall, And,
ba an ever-growing extent, the Saciolist United States of
Eurspe will become a cradible geal, First to the brood ﬁn—
guard, and later to the foiling masses as & whele,

CHINA

CHINACS FORXION DOLICY:
THE ]]TﬂEEIi

—by PIERRE ROUSSET. —

WOLLDS OF
FSIAO-DING

The Chinese delegation to the sixth special session of the
United Mations, held in April 1974, was led by Teng Hsioo-
ping. Thatin ifself wos something of on event. In 1763 Teng
hod been the generol secretary of the Chinese Communist
party. During the Cultural Revolution he was, along with
Lui Shoo=chi ond Peng Chen, one of the main leaders to be
demoted. In Paking at that time he wos called the "number
two Chinese Khrushehev . ™ For seven years he wos not heard
from. Then, sbout a year before his trlumphal entry into the
LI, he discreetly reappeared. Today he has snce again be-
come one of tha most importont leaders of the Peoples Republic
of China.

This guiet rehabilitation, unaceempanied by any self-criticism
from either Teng or his farmer detractors, oocurned while the
anti-Confucious, anti-Lin compaign wes going full blast.

That say: a lot aboyt the existence in China of o buregucratic
layer that has installed ikelf in power ond is perfectly copa—
ble of settling imporfant politicol problers completely outside
the cantral of the masses. The Cultural RBevolution, despite
the mass mobilization that it gove rise te, did nat cverthrow
this bureaucrocy. It only medified the relationship of forces
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both within the bureaueratic layer irelf and between the
bureaucracy and the mosses .

Byt more important than the perarel reemergence of Teng
was the progrommatic speech he mode during the LM special
sessfon, which wes deveted to o discussion of raw materials.
During the dizcussion, the semicalonial Mw—mnherial—prndu-:—
ing countries tried to forge a bloc against the imparialist
countries,

Teng's three worlds

Mat so long aga, the Chinese CP considered the werld as di-
wided into four great blocs: The bwo “superpowers" constituted
the first bloc, the socialist camp the second; then there were
twe “intermediate” blocs, one made up of "secondary” impe-
rialist powers (that fs, imperialist powers other thon the United
States), the other of underdeveloped or dominoted copitalist
countries, MNow it s true that the intervention of the Chinese
delagafion during the April UN session wos abviously affected
by toctical concern with having Ching be accepted info the
"third-world" bloc thot wes forming at the session. But in his



speech, Teng Hsioo-ping went further than that. He formuloted
an overview of the warld situation that revised the Chinese
CP's eaclier Hheses on severc| points and went a long way to-
word casting Chinese diplomocy in.a more consistent light.

In o single poragraph he defined the existence of three dis-
tinct worlds whose alignment determined the orientation of
Feking's foreign policy.

"o this situation of 'great disorder under haaven, " Teng
declared, "all the politicol forces in the world have under-
gone drastic division and realignment through prolonged trials
of strength and struggle. A lorge number of Asian, African,
and Latin American countries have achisved independence
one after another and they are ploying on ever greater rale
in internotional affairs. As o result of the emergence of so-
cial imperialism, the socialist comp, which existed for o
time after World War 11, js no longer is existence . Owing

ta the low of uneven development of capitalism, the Western
imperialist blec, too, is disintegrating. Judging by the changes
in internaticnal relations, the world teday actually consists
of three parts, or three worlds, that are both interconnected
and in contradiction to one another. The United States and
the Soviet Union meke up the First World . The developing
eountries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America and other re=
gions moke wp the Third World. The developed countries be-
hween the two moke up the Second World . "( 1)

The maost remarkcable feature of the theses daveloped by Teng
Hsiop=ping iz the total marginalization of the rele of the
closs struggle in the real sense of the word. The internations|
arena, secerding ko Teng, s domincted by the struggle of
the "poor countries” ooairst the "rich countries, ™ of the
“small" aguinst the “lorge .*

Third world: ‘'motive force of
revniution

There is nathing new in the Chinese leoders' ossigning o deci-
sive rele in the dvnomics of world revolotion to the third
warld. Lin Pioc's well-beloved theory of the "zone of storms"
clearly showad the Chinasa CP's relotive skepticism about
the copacity of the Westem working class to averturn the
capitalist system. During the period of the Cultural Revelu—
tion the Chinese CP leaders assigned a somewhot more impar-
tant role to workers stroggles. But the theses thet ore being
defended now, as we shall see, do not amount to g new "re=
liance™ on the third world. Just the opposite, Buf they do
indicate three sorts of shiffs that tend to systematize, theo=
rize, and generalize features thot hod already been present
in the proctice and conceptualization of China's fareign
policy in the neocolonial world:

* The histeric tasks assigned to the struggles of the third
world are reduced fo the search for effective independence
from imperialism and "hegemonism. ™ Soys Teng: " The numer-
ous developing countries . . . still face the historic tmk of
clearing out the remnant forces of eolonialism, develsping
the notional economy and carsslideting national indepen—
dance. . . . Thay (the developing countries == INPRECOR)
comsfitute o revolutionary metive force propelling the wheel
of warld history and are the main force combatting celonial-
ism, imperialism, and particularly the superpowers . "( )

The terminclogy Teng uses here shows that he is not simply
making a decloration intended to comment on @ conjunciural
event, but rather is cttempting to present a strategy for a
whole periad., The viewpoint expressed here is one of the ele-
ments that explains the extremely one-sided analysis the Chi-
nese CP made of the "oil battle, " an analysis that “forgat”
that the increase in the price of oil benefited mainly the

‘In this situation
disorder under
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multinaticnal carperations and the indigenaus bourgeaisies

of the cil-producing counfries and nat the people of the third
warld. And we ore of course leaving aside the "ather prob-
lems" with which countries like Indio ond Ethispia are con-
fronted |

* The Chinese CP's exominotion of the conditions necessary
for realizing the historic task of achieving independence in
the colonial and semicolonial countries completely ignores
the social structure of the states invelved. This was brought
cut most clearly by Huang Hua, vice chairmon of the Chi=
rese delegation, in his Moy 1spench m the UN plenary ses-
sion . Huang declored that "the necessary prerequisits . . .
in safeguarding their (the developing countries’ —- INPREC OR)
politicel and econamic independence and developing their
independent national economies {is) that they should termi-
nafe the econamic menopoly and plunder by imperialism,
sweep awoy these cbstocles and teke all necessary measures
to protect their economic rescurces and other rights and in-
terests. "[3) In no way is the socialist revelution presented as
an indispensable condition for achieving real independence
frem imperialism and the werld capitalist market.

* Most serious of all, however, s the complate assimilation
of paoples and "their" governments -~ regardless of the gov-
ernments concerned. Teng Hsioo-ping flatly declores thot the
"people of the developing counfries have the right to chaose
and decide an their own social and econemic systems . "[4) This
is @ novel notion of "chaice" for o Marxist! If the majerity
of the anti=imperialist "people” of the third world “choose
the capitalist system, then the Chinese bureaucracy can cc-
caord the designation "enti-imperialist" to ultrareactionary
and repressive regimes lilke the shah's in lran or Haille Se-
lossie's in Ethiopia. The seme label can be bestowad on o man
like Lespold Senghor, the president of Senegal ond one of the
mest fislly—formed products of neacolonialism in former French
Africa. Senghor was recently received in Peking by Cheuy
En-lai and Mao Tee-tung. In his welcoming speech, the Chi-
nese prime minister did not hesitote to salute the Senegolese
government, which, ir seems, "pursues o palicy of nonalign-
mant, opposes imperialism, ealenialism, ond hegemenism. "[5)
One asks oneself why this assimilation of people to "their"
government is nat extended fo the Soviet Union end Morth
America. For by Teng Hsioo—-ping's ressoning, is it not the

le of these two “superpowerns” wheo are exploiting the
third world?

Chinese diplomacy ellews of exceptions fo this general rule
only in coses of "puppet governments” or of colonial adminis—
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trations confranted by already-developed revolutionary gov-
emmants or fronts (the PRG in South Vietnam, the GRLUME

in Combodia, the PAIGC in Guinea-Bissau, ete.). But sven
here, the degree of exception hos proved to be extramely
limited . Mao's Ching has declined to bredk diplometic rela-
tions with the Chilean junta ond has recently occredited o
new ombassodor representing the junta, Likewise, Mixon's
trip to Peking showed that while Peking's recognition of the
PRG might not be called nto question, the Chinese buregu=
crocy would not hesitate to define its international strategy
without bothering absut the grave difficulties it created for
the "brother peoples of Indoching. And fuday, Maoist pallcy
on Angelo is manifesting the same prierity of defending state
interests and relations . Chinese support hos been given to
Holden Roberta's Angola Mational Liberation Front, the right
wing of the Angalan national movement that is much less rep-
resentalive than the MPLA.(8) The Chinese gevernment has
ever recently sent 112 instructors to Kinshasa te aid in or—
ganizing Holden's "army. ™ This support to the ANLF js deter-
mined by the relations that exist between the Peoples Republic
of Chine and the government of Zaire, which is headed by
Joseph Mobutu, one of the murderers of the Africaon revolu-
tionary Patrice Lumumbe. This is pert and parcel of the whale
Mooist palicy on central Africa.

The struggle against
hegemonism”~

5o the openly preclaimed top priority of Macist strategy Tn
the third world is not ta bolster revolutionary armed |ibera-
tion movements, but to try to form a bloc with oll the states
of the third waorld as they ore now constituted. The aim of
this "Bloc™ is fo shuggle ogainst the "imperialist” ond “he=
gemanist” pelicy of the two superpowers. Its main axis s a
common defense of "stote soveraignty. "

In this sense, Peking's foreign policy, while motivated by o
bureausrotic conception of state interest, clearly differs from
that of the Soviet leadership. The Chinese lecdership decided
that the opening toeward Washington wes necessary o enable
Ching fo reenter the arend of international diplomocy (te get
into the UM, etc.) and to definitively put on end fo the eco-
nomie blockede that wes depriving the Chinese econamy of
material resaurces that it needed. These ware the primary
corsiderations during Mixon's visit fo Peking —= to the exclu-
sion of all athers, like the Indochinese revolution. This policy
of "peaceful coexistence" accspted by the Mooist leadership
dealt a severe blow to revolutionory mevements in the third
world. But it did not give rise fo a concerted and protrocted
détente policy analagous fo Moscow's. For one thing, U.5.-
Chinese relotions are marking time . But tha main thing is that
the search for a "bloc" with the developing countries Tmplies
denunciotion of both the "greot powarns.” And while for o
time the emphaosis seemed to be mainly on the especially per-
nicious danger to the third world of Soviet "social imperialism,
a good dose of criticism is now being directed at both the
United States and the Soviet Union.

The "détente" iz now continual lv being described as Tllusory.
O the ather hond, Peking considers the strupgle for "hegem-
eny" being woged by the two superpowers os invelving a con-
stant threat of new world wor. It is difficult to separote propa-
ganda from analysis in Maoaist assertions about the danger of
war, whether betwean the Soviet Union ond the United States
{armed conflict between the two sometimes baing presented as
“inevitable") or between the Soviet Union and China. But
since the closhes between Soviet and Chinese troaps over the
Lisuri River in 1969, tersion has cleorly grown. The pretext
for the clashes was éxoct delineation of the berder batween
China and the Soviet Union. Since the arrest lost March of o
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Soviet helicopter crew thot hod strayed over the Chinese bor-
der, the Kremlin has suddenly hordened its posifion. [t is now
claiming title to part of the Chinese provinee of Heilongkiang
and particularly s demanding control aver the important water—
ways of this region in which the Amor {Heilung in Chinese)

and Usurl rivers flow together.

Fainting shows Chinese women taking artilery closs.
How seriously does Mao take "the donger of war"?
=

This increase in Chinese—5Soviet tension is very probably
portly expldinable by intermal political foctors. The "Chi-
nese danger” is ane of the rare themes on which the Soviet lead-
ership ean K|l ccunt on finding broad popular suppert. But
Maseaw would also be uneasy about the emergence of & new
nuclear pawer on it Asian border. According to Melville
Maxwell, the Soviet regime hod even estoblished contoet
with the Kennedy odministration to discuss a "preventive"
nuelesr attack on Chinese nuclear development sites.(B) As
of 1973 forty-five Soviet divisions were stationed alang the
Chinese fronfier, as compared with only fifteen in 1967, But,
accarding to the London Tnstitute For Strategic Studies, that
would be insufficient for a real artack on China. Meoreaver,
the internotionol context, which is marked by the end of
Peking's diplomatic izolation, combined with the fear of nu-
clear conflict would moke such o move very difficult and

excessively costly politically.

Mevertheless, the struggle ogainst "hegemanism® and the pos-
sible danger of war continues to dominate Chinese diplomacy:
candemnation of the Asian "collective securlty" poct proposed
by Mescow as on ottermpt to isolate China, denunciation dur-
ing the visit of Cypriot lacdar Makarios to Peking of the com-
patition of the “suparpowers" in the Mediterranean, and se on,

It is In this area that Chinese foreign policy hos suffered ifs
most serious setbock, The Chinese ond lroai delegotions were
the only cres te abstain when the UN Security Coumcil voted
ta send troops to the Gelan Heights to separate Syrion and
lsraeli forees. The Middle Eost crisis and the Palestinion ques-
tion hed been ene of the main axes of Chinese foreign policy.
But Peking has not succeeded in detoching eny of the Arab
states from the “great powers," nor has it been able to win g
fovoroble hearing omong the leoderships of the Palestinian
erganizations, which are more closely concermed with the
Soviet Union,



Europe: a ‘complex- case

“The confention between the superpowars extends over the
entire globe, " declared Teng. "Strategically, * he continved,
"Europe is the focus of their contention. (%) Since the im-
perialist bloc has "disintegroted, " part of the Secand Warld
(compased of industrialized countries) is supposed to rally o
the eause of the Third World. |n fact, “The hegemonism and
power politics of the tws superpowers have also aroused sirong
dissatisfaction among the developed countries of the Second
World. "(10) To be sure, this js not o simple problem: *The
case of the developed countries in batween the superpowers
and the develaping countries is a complicoted one . Some of
them still retain colenialist relations of one form o enother
with Third World countries, and a country like Partugal (the
speech took place before the Spikola coup == |MPRECOR)
even continues with ifs barbarous celonial rule. An end must
be put to this state of affairs. ™ But: "ln varying degrees, all
these countries have the desire of shoking off superpower en-
slavement or control and safeguarding their notianal indepen—
dence end the infegrity of their soversignty. " 11)

This Masist enalysis ond the tasks that lagical ly Flow frem it
are especiolly sericus. The emergance of a united Eurapean
capitalist power of the sort that the Chinese CP is calling for
would represent the birth of o new imperialist “superpower"
to take ifs ploce beside the United Stotes. A section af the
European bourgeaisie desires this sart of European integration.
It would put the European bourgeaisie in o better position 1o
deal with both American competition and the surrent rise of
the Western working class. Warse, o united European bour-
geois state with its own gavemment, its own army, and its
own diplomacy, could be constructad anly on the basis of the
crushing of the working <less ond the defeat of the present
upsurge. That would be the anly way to allow for the neces-
sary Industrial resrganization and investment in the reargani-
zation of production. And furthermore, the emergence of this
rew power would nal put an end to Tnternational "“tensions, "
Cn the contrary, it weuld praveke (and would hove bean
created by} an exacerbation of werld interimperialist campe-
Htion -- competition far the plunder of the third world aned
the penetration of the workers states by the developed capi-
talist warld. Revalutionaries cannot ba fer or against "Europe”
in general or the Commen Market in particular. They can
only be agoinst the Europe of the trusts and for & workers
Europe.

The Chinese leaders alse turn o blind eye fo the counterreve—
luticnary rele of Japan, a rele that has been intemsified by
the strengthening of Jopanese imperialism relative o L. 5.
imperialism. This is not because of an “error” of analysis. It
.is @ manifestation of o world eutlook determined by the nor-
row paint of view of a state bureaucracy that is seeking to
cash in on the "positive” espects of the policy of each govern-
ment in such o wey o5 to bolster ifs internatisncl and internal
position. [t tries to justify this through the "theory™ of pri-
mary and secondory controdictions. Peking Review scoosion=
ally reports on European workers struggles. But the main thrust
of Chinese foreign policy is fo find "positive aspects” in the
pelicy of existing governments or of bourgeols oppositions
seeking to come to power. Peking mode no secret of its pref-
erence in the French presidentiol elections: Chaban-Delmes,
who was described as representing the continuation of the
Gaullist policy of independence. But as a last resort, Valary
Giscard d'Estaing was preferable ro Mitterrand, who was
saddled with o host of disedvantages: He represented the
"Atlonticism"” of the Soccialisk and would hove allowed "re-
visienist" ministers from the Communist party into his govern—
ment.

While it might have been somewhat "surprising” to see Peking
Review repart with satisfaction the speech of the mast reac-
Honory representative of Swis general stoff, whe demanded
the "strengthening of notional defense, ™ the cose of Britcin
was most “ostonishing” of all. At the end of May, Edward
Heath, the leader of the Conservative party of Britain, wha
had just been defeated in the elections, was received in
Peking os a chief of state. He got o triumphant reception and
wus even gronfed o ane-and-g-half-hour inferview with Moo
Tse-tung. Chinese protocol is extremely exacting, and 7t is
net by accident that these hanors were bastowed on the lsader
of the British opposition. In his speech Teng Hsieo-ping shame-
lessly sang the praises of the foreign policy of the Corserva-
tives and during the toost proposed at the bonguet he "forgat”
the unfartunate Mr. Wilson. Heath took advantege of the sp-
partunity fo deliver o real election-type speech, touching en
Europe, NATO, and the situation of the "medium=-sized pew-
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The Maoist leodershin sometimes tries to justify it opportun-
ism by elaiming that it rejects "interfering in the intemal
affairs of ancther country " {That is one of the five prineiples
of peaceful coexistence.) But it seems that what's gosd encugh
for the Chilean junto is not goed encugh for the Labeur gov-
ernment in Great Britain. And the reason is simple: Heath is

o supperfer of "Europe (capitalist Europe, that is), while
Wilson, under pressure from broad loyers of the warkers, is
making noises against the Comman Market.

As for the "Pesples Democrecies” (which Teng Hsiae-ping
includes in the Second Werld), the Maoist leadership hos a
clear preference for Rumania, since the Bucarest regime has
shown some independence from the Kremlin. And Bumania
has the sod privilege of being the first bureaueratized workers
state to have decided to make significant investments Th Pi-
nochet's Chile.

The development of Asian
communism

In spite of the failures ir hes suffared in the Middle East, in
spite of the continuing American intervention in Indochina,
and in spite of the extent of the continued Soviet presence

in Asia, Chinese diplomecy has been able to ring up soma
success. Econamic trade with advenced capitalist countries
iz expanding mpidly and has provided Chino with much ultre-
modern equipment. (France, China's eighth largest supplier
and fourth largest customer, has just openad in Peking the
largest industrial fair it has ever organized abroad.) 1t js this
need for economic trede that eccounts for Peking's failure to
advance any concrete demands obout Macaa, which, alang
with Timar, is Portugal's Asian “provinee.” Peking corsiders
Macoo, os well az Heng Kong, to be part of Ching. Bur
Macoo -- again like Hong Kong == is an esential transit and
financial exchange center between the capitalist world and
the Peoples Republic of China. This is what led Ho Yin, a
multimillionaire whe serves as Macoo spokesman for the Chi-
nese Communist party, te declore that the overthrow of the
Coetano regime in Portugal would change nothing in the sta-
hs of structure of Macoo.(13)

For the Maaist leadership, this qualitative and quantitative
increase in commercial exchanges with the capitalist warld

is essenfial for encbling the Chinese economy to make o new
leap forward, In itself, there is nothing wrang with corrying
on such trade, But there fs quite a lot wrong with the paliti-
cal moves the Chinese bureaucrocy has made to fosfer that
trade . (14) A diplomatic offensive is being aimed at Africa,
especially central Africo. (Since Januery, four African hoods
of state hove visited Peking: Kaunda of Zambia, Boumedienne
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CHINA

ao-s china has declin
o break diplomatic
ions with
e junta-s chile

of Algeria, Myerere of Torzonia, and Sengher of Senegal.)
Tha "bartle for row materials™ has enabled Ching fo integrote
ikelf into the third-warld "frant. " But more espaciol |y, the
situotion is evelving wery guick|ly in Southoost Asio and in
the Far East.

In April 1974 Peking signed an azcord on Sine-Jepanese air
tranzport with Prime Minister Kakuei Tanoka, The signing
touched off a furer in Tolwon, To cblain this agreement,
Tokya kod ta tolerate the rupture of ifs airling link with
Toiwan, which has been an important tronsit point and will
cost the Japanese economy quite dearly, The pro-Taiwan
lobby in Tekya seems to be really running out of steam.

Malaysia Tn it turn has esteblished diplomatic relations with
China, sending ifs prime minisher, Abdul Rezak, ong trip to
Peking. Malaysio was the first non=Communist country of
Southeost Asia to do this, Peking is also rapidly developing
its relations with Thailond (which sent o mission to Peking in
December 1%73) and with the Philipoines, whose govermment
is headed by the extramaly pro=fmerican Ferdinand Marcos.
Even Suharfo's Indonesia seems prepared to change ifs atfi-
tude (gradually) toward Ching. But all this will inevitably
hove serious consequences for the Communist parties of Asia.
The trip of Khieu Sampan, leader of the Khmer Rouge, to
YWiatnam end Ching probobly resulted in the recementing of
ties berwesn Chine ond the FURK. But the ennouncement in
1571 of Mixen's frip to Peking provaked the first serious po-
litical break between Ching ond the Vietnomese Communist
party =- o break that hos only widened since then and that
will cffect all the Indochinese Communist movements.

Japan has now became the warld's second imperialist power.
It is intervening in Southeast Asia and wai the torget of
mobilizations during Tanaka's trip to South Korea, Thailand,
Maloysia, ond Indonesia. In all of these countries there are
more or less developed guerrilla movements led by Commu-
nist parfies of Maocist inslination. MNow these movements will
once again foce an alternative: toke their distance from
Peking or "moderate” their actions. During his speech wel-
coming Abdul Razek, Chou En-lai alluded pasitively ta the
"nevtralizotion” of Southeost Asia, o project that strongly
resembles the plans of the extremely enti-Communist states
of the Association of Southeast Asion Mations (ASEAN). He
did not repeat these allusions upon the deparfure of the Ma-
loysian prime minister. Bul they remain disquieting neverthe—
less.
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After the overthrew in October 1973 of the Bangkok military
regime by the popular and student mabilization, the Commu-=
nist parties of Thoiland and Vietnom pointed out the reaction-
ary character of the new government and called for contin-
wing the struggle, Peking Review, however, was silest on
the statements and militory actions of the Thei Communist
perty. [STgnificont guerrilla zanes exist in Thailand.) The
Mew China Mews Agency (Hsinhua) limited itself to publish-
ing in its doily bulletin o belated recopitulation of the moin
actions of the Thol CP.(14) There was not o ward absut the
political pesitions token by the Thai CP

The Maoist [eadership has just recently given some suppart fo
the Cammunist party of the Maloysion Federation by distrib-
uting the declaration published ofter the defection of many
insurgents (some leaders among them) fo the government in
northern Kalimaten {the island province of Malaysia).(17)
But it appears thot Fhe development of Chinese diplomacy has
touched off hord debates within the Malewsion CP,(18)

Further west, the Indign Maaist currents have yet fo emerge
from thair erigiz, and China's palicy on Pakiston ond Bangla-
desh has erushed all possibility of the pro-Peking CFs devel-
oping any revelutianary oetivity in these fwo counfries.

China's foreign policy, along with ik ineomsistency on ques—
tions of working-class strategy, hos alio been ane of the
factors leading to the disinfegration of the Maaist movement
in the developed copitalist countries. The Mao-spontanéist
tendency has little by little obondored its strict adherence
ta Ching. The Moo-Stalinist organizations have for the most
part been reduced to sects, thanks to the twists ond turns of
Chinase foreign palicy. And the Mao-centrist crganizations
are no longer able to define o consistent arientation on many
questions, often faking refuge in silence .

The present deve loprment of the regionel situation will most
lilee |:r" coocalerate a process af htuu‘cup and recomposition
among the Asion Communist movement. And this in a conti-
nant whare the class strugole is especiclly developed and
whare Maoist influence hos besn deepest. That breckup and
recomposition may be ane of the major comequences of Chi-
nese diplomacy,

For the Maoist leadership, "the easr wind is prevailing" and
the world situation is "excellent.” The serse of this metophor
must be regarded as somewhaot ehsive. The disapoecrance of



the workers states (with the emergence of "secial imperialism”)
-and the disintegration of the "socialist camp™ would seem to
indicate a situation that is other than excellent. The interna-
tional tosks the Chinese CF has set for itself i|] aceord with
supparting weorkers and revolutionary siruggles throughout the
world, struggles that are now developing quickly, especially
with the new potential rise of the colonial revalution in sev-
eral areas (Africa, Southeostand Scuth Asia) and {the mast
impartant: thing) the deepening class struggle in Western Eu=
rope. Once agaoin, the objective conditions for the world
weialist revalution are manifesting thelr maturity. The esan-
tial weakness of the present international revelutionary up=
surge remains the discroanization and cenfusion of tha van-
guard . The essential task of an intemationalist leodership
standing at the head of a workers state like Ching would be
to oid in the recompositien of o real world communist mave-
ment. The Maoist leadership, however, is aiding in its splin-
tering. |f|
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rise to real anti-imperiolist mass mobilizations in China.

16, Cahier de lo Chine Nouvella, March 22, 1574, On the
other hand, there were mony dispatches reporting attacks in
the Banghkek press ogainst the Soviet Union. There wes even
an occount of o bodmintan tournament baing held in Thailand .
Lat us recall that aside from the Indochinese CP, the Thai
Communist party is the strongest one in the regien and that it
is of Mooist orientation.

17. Pékin Informaticns, April 19 and April 2%, 1574,

1E. See For Eostern Economic Review, December 24, 1973,
and January 14, 1974, This information must be locked at with
some coution, especially as regords the extreme form of the
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IRAN

the shah:

new con in the
arab-persian sulf

mmDY A PARS | e

In recent months there has been no lock of declarations fram
the shah of Iron about lron's growing role in the region of the
Arab=-Persian Gulf, o role that the shoh has been assigned by
imperialism. Thus, the shoh told @ reporter for the American
magazine MNewsweek (May 21, 1973 issue): "European security
iz nothing but an empty phrose without stability ond security
in the Parsian Gulf. Western Europe, the United States, and
Japan comider the Gulf os integral to their security, but
they are not in pesition to guarantee this security. That is
why we are doing if for them. . . . America does not lTke

to ploy the role of policeman, even when its vital inferests
are of stake. Anyvone with the slightest seopelitical sense
must come to the canclusion that we hod scarcely any cheoice
~— any mane than fhe United Stabes did —- when they decided
to extend us their support.”

Thiz palicy is tied to a series of military, political, and eco-
nomic fectors. The sort of investments made in lran by the

big multinational corparations and the restricted size of the
internal morket (a result of the low wages paid the industrial
workers and of the exclusion of the majer pert of the popula-
tion from the market) cambine fo ereate a gap between the
growth of preduction of manufachured goods en the one hond
and the growth in the demend for these products on the in=
ternal morket on the other hand. The social layers that have
sufficient income to purchae such producks are relatively
narrow . The demand stimulated by the state sector cannot
completely messure up ta the requirements of the multina-
tional firms. Hence, a policy of intensive export of essential
and luxury commodities hos become o decisive aspect of the
regime's general economic policy. Consequently, the huge
income that lran derives from oil has generated o fendency
toward exporting copital to the Gulf, o Afghaniston, and to
other areas. Furthermere, the lranian regime is deeply con-
cerned with cutting off any development of revelutionary
struggle in the whole region oround the Gulf, for such devel-
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IRAN

opments would heve strong repercussions almest immediately
in Iran itself, And finally, American, European, and Japa-
nese imperialism are interested in lran not anly os an importer
of automobiles menufactured by General Motors and Tayota,
but alsa a5 a link in the counterrevalutionary military ehain.
The palicing policy of the Ironian regime in the Gulf region
must be viewed in that context.

Counterrevolutionary surrogates

Given its setbeck in Vietnam, its interncl social and political
difficulties, and the requirements of interimperialist competi-
tion, American imperialism decided to modify it strategy of
direct military intervention and to work towerd esteblithing
counferrevolutionary surrogates thot could enjoy e cerfain
ameunt of relative independence. Mixon hirself proclaimed
this new strategy during his visit to the island of Guam on
July 25, 1949, As Mixen put it, the strategy corsists of shift-
ing part of the costs and responsibilities of "defense of ow
allies and of the free world” to allied powars thot cre able to
assume thase costs and responsibilities. Thus, American impe-
rialism is counting on these counterrevo lutionary surrogates

te erush er contain revalutionary movements in various parts
of the world (the lsraeli ammy in the Mear East, the lranian

army in the Middle Eest, the Brozilion army in Latin America),

Obwviously, this strotegy doss not preclude direct intervention
in coses of eruciel necessity for imperialism.

Mixon recalled this dactrine once again in his Januvary 21,
1972, State of the Unjen message: "We will maintain g nu=
clear deterrent force sufficient to deal with eny threat to the
security of the United States or its allies. Our commitment

to liberty remains solid and unshokeoble . But others must bear
their fair share of the burden of defending freedom throughout
the world " In April 1970 Elliot Richardson exploined Ameri-
can imperialism's attitude toward lren: "The Mixon doctrine
postulates that in order to attein its gocls of peace and secu-
rity, the United Stotes must pay close attention to the coun-
tries of the region (of the Gulf -- INPRECOR), and especially
to Iran."

Clearly, this special attention to lran is not forfuitous. The
importance of the local bourgesisie, the strategic role of the
country, and the regime’s ability to "bear ifs share of the bur-
den" are important factors Tn determining which goverrments
can play the role of ally and policeman.

Imperialism in the Arab-Persian
gulf

At the beginning of the twentieth century England held o
dominant pesitien in the Arob-Parsion Gulf. Q7] hod not yet
bean discovered. The Gulf region had o commercial and
strategie impartance (protecting the route to the East Indies)
and was fovorably located to serve as o ground on which to
compete with tsarlst Russia. From the starf of its rule, Beitish
imperialism tried to break the region up into vorious emirotes,
each subjected to colonial domination. With the discovery of
oil end the creation in 1907 of the Anglo=Persian Oil Com—
pony (APOC), the Gulf region took on decisive economic
impertance for British imperialism, ond more generally, for
European imparialism. France wos shut out of the erea. Brit-
ain and Russio sought to coexist through verfeuws compromises T
* In 1907 a treaty was concluded between Britain and Russie
aceording fo which northern Iran wes handed to Russio and
southern Iran (and the Gulf) wes ceded to Britain. But Russio
tried to goin both access to the Gulf and o share in the ofl

of the scuth.
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Russia dominated narthern Iran and played an fmportant rels
in lranion commerce. Through the medium of the APOC,
Lendon built its swn administration and its own police force
in sauthern lran and in the Gulf. The APOC aequired the
stafus of an independent ruling power in the region.

After World War |, British imperialism was obliged to modify
its policy of divide-and-rule and to turn to less brutally direct
methods of explaiting the Middle East. This shift in palicy wos
caused basically by the wedkening of weorld copitalism imme-
diately after the war, the rise of liberation movements in the
colonies (e.g. the 1920 moss revalt asainst the British in
Irag), and, maost importantly, the Cctober Revalution in
Russio. The new policy favored the creation of @ few cen-
tralized regimes thet could rule the area more effectively.

The Fefsal regime in lreg, the Soudis in the Arabian Peninsula,
and the Pahlavi dyrasty in lran, all originated in this period.

Heving waon its struggle against French ond German competi-
tors, Londan found itself confronted with a L. 5. difve info
the regian and especially into Iran. But it wos only ofter the
second world war et American imperialism began to ccquire
an increasingly daminant position in the Arcb-Persion Gulf.

The 1953 ClA—srgenized coup that deposed the Masadegh
government in lron allowed American imperialism to make
further gains end forced Britain to recognize Weshington's
military and econdmic superiority. After the coup, American
oil companies obtained a much greater participation in the
explaitetion of the region's ail . On October 29,1954, a
petreleum occord wes signed by the new government, the MNa-
tisnal Iranion Cil Company (MIOC), and o consertivm of
Western companies. This consortium, called Ironian Oil Par-
ficipants, was cwned by the following Firms: APOC, which
hed become British Petroleur, 405( Rayal-Dutch Shell 1435
Gulf Oil 79 Mebil il 734; Stondard Oil of New Jerey
7%; Socal (Standard 071 of California) 7o%; Texoco 790;

CFP (Compegnie Frangaise de Pétreles) 6% and |rigan, mada
up of American indeperddents, 550, These figures alone give
some indicotion of the degree of Americon suecess in geining
contrel of lran's il resouress.

At the beginning of 1968 the British Labour gavernment an-
nounced thet during the following thres yeers it would with-
drow militarily from the Guif emirates in line with the poliey
of "disengagoment eqst of Suez.™ The British withdraws| not-
urally posed the question of who would 1l the vacuum left
by the departure of British imperiolism, which for decodes
hod been the "guardian™ of this part of the Gulf. In 1970 o
conference of American ambossaders bs countries in the Mear
and Middle Ecst was held in Teheran. Also artending, inad-
dition te the ambassedors, wes Richard Helms, then direcior
of the ClA and now U.5. ambassadar to [ran. The purpose of
the conference wos to work cut the concrete application of
the "Mixon doctring™ in the region. According to reporte
given by James Sisca, U.S5. undersecretary of state for Middle
Eastern and Southeast Asion affairs, the results of the confor-
ence were quite simple: The palicing role that lran wauld
thenceforth play in the entire Gulf regian wes canfirmed .
Londan did its port by sending an emisary to Iran, Sir Williom
Luce, who was to prepare Iren's occupation in Mevember
1971 of the Gulf islands of Abu Moussa, which had previously
bolonged to the Sharjoh sultanate, and of Greater Tunb and
Lesser Tunb, which hod been part of the emirate of Rass el-
Khayma. This cccupation, comied out by the lranian navy,
tack ploce just @ few doys before the proclametion of the
"independence" of the Union of Arab Emirafes (December 2,
1971). The occupied islands were transformed into lranian
military boses. During the same trip, the representative of
British imperialism convinced the shah to give up his attempts



to take over the island of Bahrein, which waos not incorporoted
into the Union of Arab Emirates.

The Union of Arab Emirates was thus created under the aus-
pices of British and American imperialism. Three emirates did
nat join the union: Gatar, Bohrein, and Rass ef-Khayma.
Their nonadherence may well have been the result of @ deci-
sion by imperialism that these states could better be controlled

separately .

The abjectives generally sought by British and American im-
perialism maoy be summed up as follows:

1. To create an entity copable of ccaperating more offec-
tively with imperialism, i.e. the Union of Arob emirates.

2. To step up investments in the Gulf regien and especially
in lron in order fa Soster the emergence of o "middle class"
{which is developing in the banking, imsurence, marketing,
ard advertising sectors, and includes engineers and techni-
cians) that could serve both os a social bose for the Iranian
regime and os @ market for a series of durgble consumer goods
ard luxury items being produced by factories built in Iran.

3. To develop the Iranion dictatership info the main agent
for maintaining o social sihvation conducive to imperialist
projects in the entire region.

4. To trapsferm lron into o tep-level purchaser of arms con=
structed by the weapons and oeraspace industry in the United
States (ond in other imperialist countries as well). The franian
regime would need such arms to fulfill its new role of police-
man of the region, and jts oil Tncome would provide it with
sufficient currency fo purchase such arms.

Economic role of Iran

Iron's ecanomic rale was brought cut very clearly during the
“oil crizis." Bosed on 1972 figures, the Gulf region contaoins
mere than half the warld's oil reserves. The table below in-
dicates the relotive importance of the oil resources of the
vorious countries of the Gulf:
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» ¥haserves W1972 praduction
Country {in m‘iltinm ai_re-_._n._si {in millions of tons)
Fuwait ey 152
Clatar T778 23
Iram ¢ 286 254
Aba Dhabi 2, 5295 50
Bahrein B 3.8 {in 1971)
Dubser 205.9 &.5 {in 1971)
(i 4,143 &7
Chian 489 V4.7 (in 1971)
Soudi Arabia 12,714 285
—_— S

In addition, o good part of the oil deliversd to lsreel comes
fram the Arab—Parsion Gulf. lron's function s olso of crucial
importonce both in maintaining survaillance of the Gulf and
in controlling the "demands" of the Gulf's ail-producing
states, which must remain within the confines set by American
imperialism. The shoh's “leading” role in the oil negefictions
of the past few years serves o double purpose: In each round
of such bargaining, the first "demands" sat the pattern for all
other countries to fallew. It olso provides the shah with o
focode of "anti-imperialist” demagegy for home consumption.

Imperialist invesimenis in lran are growing at a very rapid
rate . American imperialism is in the leed, but German ond
Jopaness companies are also on the offersive. MNissan and
Toyota are planning te build & dumptruck factory and an os-
sembly plont. Jopanese capitalists hove submitted o eredit
plan of more than $1,000 millien. [t is linked to plans for
participation of Joponese companies in construction of ce—
mant focteries, outomobile plants, @ refinery (with @ copac-
ity of 500,000 barrels a doy}, and in the develooment of pro-
duction of oil and natural gos. This increase in imperialist
investment hos lad to the production of commadities that
cannat be absorbed by the internal market ond are therefore
directed toward the market of certain countries in the Amb-
Farsion Gulf and in Southeast Asic. According o the report
of the Ironion central bank, the values of exports of lronian
industriol commodities increased 40 percent babwean 1971
and 1972, This expart palicy is manifested in the many fran-
tan industrial fairs held in the Gulf countries and in the flow
of capital from all the Gulf countries (and frem the imparial-
ist corporations Tn fran) into Iranicn banks. At o time when
an explosion of oil revenve is going on, this influx of copinal
is not negligible. And it in turn permifs the export of lranian
copital to other countries.

A few months ago the Iranian Ministry of Econemics declared:
“The Gulf region provides the greatest petential market for

our products. We have set ourselves the top-pricrity objective
of becoming the principal suppliers of the oil emirotes, whaose

.per copita income fs the highest in the world. Geogrophical

proximity, brief delivery time, ond reduced shipping costs
hove ollowed us o double aur exparty in thres vears, and we
hope to increase them enother 200 percent by 1978, " (Le
Mande, October 7-8, 1973.) As for Rezai, one of the biggest
Iranian capitalists, be declared: "lranion consumption is too
limibed fo obsorb the products of our lorge-scole indusfries.
We are therefore comstrained to export, porticularly to neigh=-
boring countries .

In addition, the Soviet Union and the Eestern European
countries hove become incressingly atrective markets for
machinery assembled in Tran, in particular trucks, buses,

and automobiles. |n this case, lron's role as middle=man in
addition to providing the usual adventages {cheap laber, pro-
duction clese to morkets) olso gives the companies better
pelitical cover: the Soviet Union and the Eastern European
countries imperting frem an "underdeveloped" country rather
than directly from imperialist centers.

1. Klochkay, the director of the Iranian subsidiary of Gen-
eral Moters, osserted when discussing the construction of o
Chevrolet assembly plant in Iran: “After having concejved
the plan of building a Chevrolet plant in Iran, we began to
think about the poasibility of exporting the products of the
factory. . . . We are now conducting negotiations with oll
Iran's neighbors, especially with the emirates of the Persion
Gulf and with Arob countries. At the end of this year, we
will still be engoged in discussions with delegates from these
countries. | should also soy that one of our oims is to pena=-
trate the markets of the countries of Eostern Europe.” {Tehe=
ran Economist, February 2, 1974.)

A military power

In response to o guastion from o reporter for the West German
newsweekly Der Spiegel about Tranian military expenditures
and Teheran's intervention in the Gulf, the shoh replied, "I
hove proposed o regional pact, of treaty, or egreement, or
whatever you want to call it, aimed af gueranteeing the in-
tagrity ond security of this regien. Up te naw, we hove re-
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$6,000
million
for ams...

ceived no response. Access fo the Persion Gulf iz a life=or=
death question for us. We intend to guorantes this access,
with or without the cooperation of sthers. And that is the
answer fo your guestion about why we spend s0 much money
on our defense. " So these ore the "good recsons” that "justify"
@ huge milTtary intervention In the Gulfl The emirates have
invited the shoh to "guorontee access o the Gulf® and to
"auarentes the integrity ond security of the region."

And the expenses are not exactly triviol. In 1973 lren spent
53,000 million on armaments., Orders for new military equip—
mant that the shoh hos alrecdy ploced raise the figure to
36,000 million. For the copitalists of the arms industry, these
erders represent an sspecially voluoble wirdfall, becouse the
shah's oil income allaws him to pay his bills in sash.

Strengthening of the [ranion army is o eritical necessity since
the shah "doss nat conceal his desire to set himself up as the
policeman of the region. With the suppert of the United
States and Great Britain, he hos essigned himselF the fusk of
‘upholding order® especially by combatting any subversive
fores in the Gulf."” {Le Monde, Moy 25, 1973.) At present
nearly 80 percent of Iran's oil revenues are spant on arms,
and military expendirures accaunt for 47 percent of the toral
budget. [ran's arms: imports, noted the Janvary 12,1974, Le
Monde, “averoged 385 million o yeor ot the beginning of

the 1940s, rose fo 5156 million in 1968, ond will reach
52,000 million a year during the fifth five-year plan launched
in March 1973, " And these enormous figures may well be oup-
stripped.

The Iranian amed forces today number some 200, 000 men,

of whom 20,000 are in the air force ond 10, 000 are in the
navy. And this leaves aside the 40,000 police chargad with
assering the success of the "egrerian revolution” in the coun=-
tryside ond the 40,000 agents of Savek, the political police,
which iz a decisive foctor in Iran's “independent econamic
devalopment. " The iranian army has the mest sophisticated
materiél: F4 Phantom jets, |eser-guided bombs, latest-gen-
erafion British ranks, and so on. And there ore many military
bases: Ahwaz, Abodan, the Kharg islonds, Quishm (oir bases),
Korremshar {noval bose), Bandar Abbas, and Chah Behar
{which is the largest military base in the |ndion Ocean). Thote
are just the most importont military fortresses. The list leaves
aside Teheron's military implankation in Omen. Le Monde's
comespondent Eric Rouleau offered tha following description

26

of tha lranicn halicopter bose at lsfahan: "lsfahon will be
the site of the world's second-largest helicopter base; it will
be run by mere than 500 American instructors. The shoh's
latest L. 5, purchases are guite impressive. Far 53,000 mil-
lien he has equipped his regime with, omong other things, a
fleet of some 300 heavy and light bombers, half of which are
Prontoms that will be delivered within five years. That fs
more than hes been promised to broel, the only ether country
in the Middle Eost that Woshington hos agreed to supply with
this type of advenced equipment.” (Le Monde, October 7-8,
1973.)

These “purchoses" must be viewed in the light of the condi-
tion: of the lronion workers, who work on overage of twelve
hours a day for @ wage of about &0 rials {a little less than
one dollar) ard Tn the 1ight of the standard of living of the
Iranian peasent masses, whose income i3 searealy enough 1o
live an.

The shah against revolutionary
movements

In a rother locsse-mouthed mood, the shah tald Nawsweel:
senior editor Arnaud de Borchorave: "There is o pasibility
that certain af the FEQImEs on the ather side of the Perion
Gulf might be overthrown by extremists currently engaging

in subversive activities. For example, let's toke the rebellion
in the sultanate of Oman. If it ever succeeded, imagine for
a moment what we would be faced with in Muscat, the cap-
ital, which lies just ocross the Straits of Homuz. Firsta faw
rifles, then noval ertillery ord missiles. This Ts ridiculous. |
will not rolerate subvensive octivities, " {Newsweek, May 23,
1973.)

Thus is defined the bosic rele of the lranion army, en army
that (aside from 1t occupation of the Gulf islands in 1971)
extanded ifs aid ta the royalists in Yemen, to the Sano gov-
emment during the October 1572 war between the two Ye-
memns, o Haile Selosie's regime in its struggle ogainst the
Eritreen Liberation Front, to Hussein's regime 1n its battle
agaimt the Palestinian revolution, and to the Pakistani gow-
ernment in ifs wor agairst the Baluchi independence move-
mant.



The lronian prime minister was referring to all these actions
when in April 1973 be scid: "lran is strong ensugh fo prevent
any treuble in the region of the Persian Gulf. . . | We are
o world power that must be reckoned with.”

The Iranian ermy's mast important foreign intervention fodaoy
is in the sultanate of Oman, where 3, 000 lranian troeps are
fighting alongside 1,000 British troops in on attempt te crush
the armed struggle that has been going on for the post nine
years in Dhufor, the seuthern province of Oman. The shah
"Justifies" this infervention by claiming that the militants of
the Popular Front For the Liberetion of Oman and the Oeeu-
pied Arab Gulf ore "sovoges™ who represent the "forces of
subversion, destruction, chacs, and murder.” [Daily Tele-
groph, February 7, 1974.) The forces of the Ironian dictafor-
ship are frying to destroy the armed fighters of Dhufar, who
hove olready liberated & good part of the inhabited regions
of the province. The lranion dictetorship is also trying to
ploy on fhe contlicts between the lranian end Anab communi-
ties in the emirgtes, in on ottempt fo be able to justify mili-

tary intervention and line up "the [ranian people" behind

the interventionist palicy, whose declared geal would be

“profecting the lmanions” agoinst the “expensionist aims of
the Arcbs.®

In 1970 PFLOAG responded clearly to Teheran's palicy, os-
serting in its program: "The British colonialists and the lranian
and Arab recctionaries are trying with oll the mears at their
dispasal fo transform the struggle agsinst British imperialiss

in the region into a chouvinist conflict between Arabs and

the national minerities thot moved Thto Oman and the Gulf
after the discavery of oil and to whip up rocial hatred be-
tween Arobs ond lrenions. " |t can be seen, then, that PFLOAG
interds to develop ifs struggle against the collusion betwean
Sulten Qlabus of Oman and the shah of [ran on the basis of on
intemationalist position. Se for the development of o broader
struggle throughout the Arob-Persion Gulf regien, it is all the
more important for lranian revelutionary militants to be able
ta develop solidarity actions with the fighters of Dhufor and to
dencunce the policy of the shah of Iran from a clear interna=
tionalist perspective.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

A Bl FAK

FCONOMIC
OUTLOOK

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE 5 TRAMNSLATED FROM I55UE
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CZECH-LANGUAGE BULLETIN PUBLISHED [N WEST BERLIM.

w * *

In looking ot the development of the Czecheslovok economy,
ane cannot ignere certoin factors that are slowly but surely
leading toward an economic crisis. The world energy crisis
that hos already made itself felt in the Western world will
further worsen the economic situation in Czechoslowakia. For
although Czechoslovakia has been only lightly offected by
the fncrease in oll prices on the world market, the affects of
the increnses have been felt nonetheless. To keep up their
own production Czechoslovolk foctories need o series of raw
materials and semifinished products that are imparted from
eopitalist countries. For the most part, this trode is conducted
through short-term agreements often concluded on o case=by-
case basis -- which means under conditions that are unfavor-
able to Czechoslovaokia. The cost of production (in which
energy eosts play o big part] s reflected in the prices of
these imperts, including the increase in oil prices. A meone-
bary erisis is consequentl:- devedoping for the Crechosloval
BEOTETY.

The cost of production of Czecheslovakian goods is increas-
ing, and, at the same time, the bulk of these goods are ex-

ported fo Comecon countries af prices fixed by long=term
agreements that are not easily modified. During the periad
extending from the second holf of 1973 to March 1574, the
lasses suffered by our economy es a result of this system
amounted fo some 511,000 millien. It is cleor what this means
for qur economy, which already finds itself ina chronically
serious situation with no epparent way out: Estimates of the
rate of inflation range from 2.5 percent (the official figure,
on which the State Plan is based) 1o & percent {the Figure sug-
gesred by skeptical economists) . While our economy was able
to sustarin lost yeor's price increases (not, hewever, without
demanding repayment of the long=term loans sccorded to the
developing couniries), this is no longer the ease today. In
1974 Czechoslovelia lacks currancy te buy row moterials an
the copitalist merket. And, concurrently, Tt must be odded
that if the present drought results in @ bad harvest, meney
will have to be found to purchose food, and that will further
cgorovate the balance of poyments problems.

The causes of the erisis of the Czecheslovek economy must be
sought cutside the energy crisis, which hos affected the situa-
tien anly slightly. It is rather @ question of a heritage frem
the pest. The costs ef preduction of Czechoslovak industry
have always been high: in 1971, for each crown's worth of
gross national product, 0.44 crowns were expended far mo-
terials. That represents on incremse of 6.4 percent as com-
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pared to 1970, although the State Plan anticipated an increase
af "only™ 3.3 percent. The share of material expenditures in
the price of commodities wos 5.1 percent in 1970 and 5.5
parcent in 1971. For 1971 this represented @ loss of 5,000
million crowns. At the same time, the growth in basic pro-
duetion, which averages 5 percent a year, shows that produc-
tivity is not increasing that much either, contrary to what
official pm;paga_ndn cnnﬁnwlif claims. The incredase in
productivity is o result of the infroduction of new industrial
investrnent, and mot of rationalizotion.

The leadership of the Czechoslovalk Communist party s going
to try to find o selution to this situation, and there is no
doubt that this will have the effect of raising prices. Buf it
can be predicted that price rises will not be enacted in the
form of masive and generalized increases of the sort that
provoked work stoppages in Poland in 1970 and 1571 or of
the sort that had been plonned in Czechoslovakia for Juna
1973. Even though the new price lists hod already been
printed and disfributed, those increases were not put inte
effect, for the burecucracy feared the reaction of the pepu-
lation. Anather increcss had been planned for April of this
yeear, but after receiving reports from the secret police on
the state of the spirit of the population, the CP leadership
hod to recognize that it was still too dongerous. 5o the price
increose was introduced by stages -- by meking various
changes; by going back to (higher) initial prices; by sur-
charges; by substituting new, better quality but more expen—
sive, products for older ones; by chonging the nomes of some
products, thus meking them more "modern™ or “nourishing,
focts that of course had to be reflected in their new prices
{a tvpical example being the new cleaning produet, TIX).

Price manipulations

In the past, the leadership hos tried to maintain control of
the situation through exoctly these kinds of price manipula-
Hons. |t is especially notable that since the introduction of
price freezes in 1970, the prices of basic foodstuffs hove not
gone up. The prices of construction material, however, hove
gene up {in April of this year, the price of cement jumped
100 percent). As o result, rents for apartments in newly con-
strueted buildings offected by the change in the cost of pro-
ductien hove risen from a monthly average of 400 crowns in
1969-70 to a monthly averoge of 700-800 crowns in 1973,

Cn the night of March 27 1974, an official communiqué was
released onnouncing changes in the price scoles for urban
trarsportation in Prague, te go into effect on May 7, 1974.
The television broodcost o conversation befwean Ljuba Mes-
tekeva, a television producer, and Zuzka, the mayor of
Frogue. Both of them praised this price ineresse, exploining
how profitable 7t would be for the future; but they forgot to
mention that they would not be affected. People who ride
arcund in Tatra &03 sarvice outomobiles will surely not have
to pay.

Basically, we can say thet the official communiqué omounted
to increasing the price of urban transport. Even with the oddi-
tion of cheaper monthly tickets, the price of a ride will be
more than it was before the price struchure was changed, prob-
ably about twenty crowns a month higher. Thus, for about

half the eitizens of Prague, the cost of living will go up by

3 percent. Even though this is not o very big increase, offi-
cial circles are trying in a most determined fashion to pre-
vent anyone from seeing it o3 a price increose. The elim-
ination of tekst tokers an the trams will undoubtedly howve
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an effect on transport security, for the driver will hove 1o
chack all six doors.

The government's justification for increasing the price of
fransport was vary weal:, a5 was it excuse for raising the
price of gosoline. Official propagande claims that it was a
question of o new struggle ogainst the imperiolists, whe were
coming to us o buy cheaper gasoline. But let's make o com-
perisan: A West German worker has to work six minutes to
make erough to buy a liter of gascline, while a Czechoslo-
vak worker has to work sixteen minutes to moke enough fo
buy the same quantity of gosoline of inferior quality. And
this is ofter o 45 percent price increase, so that even before
the price risg he was in @ worse pesition than his West Ger-
man counterpart.

The eritical zituation of Czechotlovak balance of payments
con also be Tllustrated by the example of oil. A five-year
contract with the USSR was signed (it expires on December
31,1573 seting the price of & ton of afl at 32 nubles, which
ot the time wos double the world market price. [t is true that
Czechoslovakia is s6ill paying that price today, even though
the price of ail per ton has risen in four years from 516 to
§75-80. (On eurrency exchanges, one ruble is opproximately
equal te ane dallar.)

The discussian now going on within the Comeeon, during
which Czechoslovakia Tnsisted that as of January 1, 1574,

the price of ail be sat beneath the werld market price, were
resolved as follows, according to the newspaper Krmnaja
Zwezdn (Red Star]: |t declored (the April 25 Rude Prave
reported) that the USSR will deliver oil to its "brother” coun-
tries ot the prices that were in effect at the time of the sign-
ing of the previous accord. During their visit to Prague, the
Libyon leoders had demanded $300 a ton for oil and ake
asked for Czechoslovak investments in Libya. But the Czécho-
stovak leaders hod to refuse. Their formign investments have
already reached 175, 000 million crowns.

Although the increase in the cost of living s leading ke o
relative decline in the standard of living, it should be men-
tioned thot the incames of many branches of industry have
risan sharply. This iz the cose mainly For branches that are
the property of the state or the party apporatus, like the ogri-
cultural compenies. [n addition, the incomes of employees

Tn the tertiory sector (services) hove risen ropidly. Cnce
apain, there are millionaires in Czechaoslovakia. (In the
tenth district of Progue, for exomple, there are eight of them,
in Mymburk there ame thirteen. These sums of money hove
been made by "accident”; artists, actors, and pop singers

ere already o minsrity of these new millionaires. These peo-
ple con't halp but have large bonk accounts, for they have
no real way of spending their money.) The official figure for
the size of Czech (not Slovak] soving reached %0, 000 mil-
[ion erowrns in 1973, In addition, on uncfficial source speaks
of stocks of merchondise valued at 30, 000 million crowns.
COther sources assert that there has been an inflatien of maney
in Czechoslovakio equivalent to 75,000 million crowrs. In
light of these focts, the rumors obout a monetory reform and

o price incremse —- rumars that sprecd penic emong the popu-
lation, which wanted to take its money cut of the bank and
buy all sorms of useless ftems == have a rotional foundation.
Mevertheless, it is not likely that the government will bake
such measures. But we con expect one new action by the gov-
ernment: enactment of a new system of wages, the last word
in so-called socialist rotionalization.

But the government has had some unhappy experiences with
this measure . When it was infroduced this spring in part of
the Skoda state company there was a strike. And Tt wes not



an isolated one; there were others. Although thase strikes
were repressed (they were short-term sirikes, lasting for a
maximuem of one day, with only a section of the workers por-
ticipating in them), they did serve o3 g warning. Proctically
nothing is left of the government's original intention fo di-
minish wages by about 5 parcent. The cose of a saction of the
CKD foctory in Progue, where the intreduction of the new
wage system resulfed in loyoffs of gbout 500 workers, also
served as & warning fo foctory monagers. The idea of reducing
the number of workers cannot be applied either, becouse of
on acute shorfoge of lobor; in fock, the government has al-
ready called for the Tmport of foreign laboer. For example, the
textile foctories in northem Bohemia could not funciion with=-
out Polish workems. Poles are olse werking in the AVIA air-
plane factory in Progue, as well a3 in the washreors and laun-
dries, where Czechoslovaks have ceded the nonmechanized
jobs that pay low woges and enteil miseroble working condi-
tions to the Poles. The most ironic thing is that this is the way
Poland is repaying some credits that were extended to it by
Czechaoslovalia.

The strike movement

The strike movement in Czechoslovakio today is the expression
&f the discontent of the warkers in foce of this situation.

Although the Czechozloval: news media suppress al| news of
strikes, o few reports hove reached obrood. For exomple, ba-
fore Christmes 1973 there waos o strike of trarsporters and con=
veyars in & tramsportation company (the details are still un-
knewn) . |n Jamuary 1574 fhere wos o three—day strike by em=
ployess of the public-works firm that is building the Slavio-
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Areal to Prague—Vrsovice road. There ogein, the cause of
the warkers discontent wos the new wage system. The strike
wos o success; wages were not modified (thot s, they wers
not lowered). This was o sponfanecus strike accompanied by
occupation of the worksites. The workers asked that the sirike
be waged jointly with the trade—unions, but that did not hep-
pan.

On February 14, 1974, there was o one-day strike in the
rail-eonstruction firm that is building the Progue subway.

The number of strikers wos the same a5 the number that partie-
ipated in the public worls strike: 100, This fime the atrikers
were truck drivers whe were supposed to carry material for
the eonstructen of the subway. Once ogain, the trade unions
did nat take part in the shike. What is impartant is that 70
percent of the workers were members of the unien and 5 per=-
cent were in the Communist party. The couse of the strile
waos nonpayment of five days' woges, The result of the strike
was that the five days' wages were paid, but not the woges
for the day of the strike. A manoger wos blamed for the orig-
inal nonpayment of the five doys' woges.

In Mareh 1974 there were unafficial reparis of a short protest
strike in a stee! foctory in eostern Slovakia, o strike that alss
breke out in cppesition fo the new woge sysfem. |n many foc-
tories implementation of the new syshern wos postponed becouse
of the eppesition among the workers.

To conclude, we con say that o certain not unimportant so-
cial pressure is coming to the surfoce. But we must net count
on an explosion or broadening of the strike movement in the
medium term. In cose of econemic cotastrophe, the workers
will more than like |y respend to the fate of their political
leaders with tetal indifference, following the watehweord
"They did nathing for us, let them to go hell." :r

FRANCE

conference of the
sroupes taupes’

The Front Communiste R&volutionmaire (FCR — R-:vnlut'mrlclry
Communist Front, the French Trotskyist organization) hald a
national meeting of its worker militants and factery sympa-
thizers (mambars of the Groupes Toupes, or Male Groups) on
June 1-3. The conference, held in Lyon, wos attendad by
1,300 comrodes . During the three days, discussions were
held on o series of subjects: the European ecencmic crisis
and the demands that must be raised by the warkers; the ori=
entation of the FCR and the Groupes Taupes afrer the presi-
dantial election; self-management, socialism, and the strug-
gle for power; the concrete tasks thet re volutionaries can
ard must toke up on o European scale. The discussions were

held in oseries of workshops organized by branch of industey
and by union; there were alse workshops on the struggles of
women and immigrant workers and on the fight coainst infla-
tion.
Statistics {unfortunately only portial ones) indicate the fal-
lowing eompesition of the canference {in peneral, teachers
warg not invited to the meating]:

~— 115 urskilled or semiskilled workers,

== 33% workers in the public sector

-- 30% white-callar warkers,

-- 10°% professions| and skilled workers,

== 18%% technicians.



The trade-union affiliation of the participanis was obout
equally divided barween the rwo main union federations,
the CGT and the CFDT, about 409 fn each. Less than 5%
ware members of the FEM, the tecchers union, and 18%
did not indicete union offiliction. The wost mojority of par-
Heipants were between fwenty and twenty-five yeors old.

SRI LANKA

Thare was o very high participation by women workers .

This was the second Groupes Taupes conference held by the
French Tretskyists. (The Firet, held o yeor oge, was ottended
by #00 comrades.) [t enobled them to foke stack of the de-
gree of their success in gaining a bose within the werking
clows and to prepare For the strusgles to come.

CINMuU-~-rmp mayday action

Responding to the jsint call of the Caylon Mercantile Unien
{CMU) and the Revolutionary Marxist party (RMP, Sri Lanka
section of the Fourth International, some 2,500 workers as-
sembled to celebrate Moy Day in Colombo, despite the foct
that the government forced the cegonizers fo hold the meat-
ing at a remate sike and despite the absence of adequote
transportation. The mein slogons of the demonstrotion were:
Ma socialism without revalution! To stop reaction overthrow
copitalist nile! To fight copitalism build the left! and For
the rebuilding of the Lefr Moverment!

At the raJI:.r the BMP distributed the first Bsue of T new

SWITZERLAND

out with the
chilean junta?

The annual conference of the Infernaticnal Laobor Organiza-
tian {ILO}, a bady that includes representatives of amployers,
trade uniom, ond govemment and meets egch year fo "dis-
cuss lobor relations throughout the world ™ epened in Genevo
the first week of June. This vear there were representotives

of the butchers of the Chilean people present: o direct repres
sentalive of the junta and representatives of the foscist unions
set up after the September 11, 1973, coup.

By attending the meeting, Pinochet's junto wes seeking ta
“legitimize" ifs regime of terror, torture, and superexploita-
tion in order fo facilitota the seerch for prefit of Tmperialist
trusfs in Chile {iTT, Dow Chemical, etc.). Above all the
junta wanted to gain recognition of the new "lebor relaticns®
established by the coup:

== interdiction of the workers orgenizations, mossive and
systemalic repression agoinst militents, interdiction of the
right to strike;

-— institufion of a system of police control ond forced militaeri-
zation bosed on spies ond informers;

-- growing explaitation of the workers: compulsary work on
Saturday morning, worsenad condtions, freezes on woges,

and buge price increcses.

Ta denaunce this moneuver ard o exclude the representatives
of the butchers of the Chilean pecple from the 1LQ end from
Switzerland, the Matianal Coardination of the Chile Cammit-
tees, which is led by revolutionory militants, lounched a
several-weeks-lang brood compoign of agitation which wos

to culminate with on intervention on the day of the opening

periadical, 1thiri Maga, ond copies of its political resolu-
tion., These were distribufed in English, Sinhala, and Tamil
editions.

The "United Front, ™ which is composed of the reformist and
bourgeois parties that constitute the government, also held a
demonstration, which was attended by about 25,000 peaple .
Unlike the CMU-RMP rally, it was provided with o special
government ear service to bring demonstrofors fo the rally.
Those whe attended were offerad free food and, it seems,
drink. Finally, the United MNational party, the main right=
wing opposition party, also orgonized a significont-sized
rally in the center af the city of Colombe,

of the conference and with & demanstration in Geneva on
Seturday, June 8.

Once again the Stalinists ond other reformists refused fo par-
ticipate in this cempaign, just os they refused eight manths
age 1o join info o united campaign fo support the Chilsan
people .

Cin the day the conference opened a leafler wos distributed
insicle the general essembly and slogans were raised by anti-
imperialist militants who hod been able to get Tnside. This
intervention wos met by vigerous applouse from a series of
delegations.

After this intervention, the general assembly confirmed the
prinsipled vote it had taken lost February that the anly rep-
resentative of the Chilean workers was the CUT (United Can-
federation of Labar), which is now banned and whose milirants
are imprisaned or being hunted down. The supposed "represan=
tatives” senl by Pinochet ware therefore excluded from the
canference by o virfeolly unonimous vote (only the delagates
of the American AFL-CIO were opposed).

The fallowing Saturday the Genevo demanstration was attended
by 3,500 to 4,000 people, with delegatiors participating from
the Chile Committess in Fronce and Belgium. This militant
action demonstrated once again that the vigilance of anti-
imperialist militonts i3 not Flagging and that they will be able
everywhane to oct to denounce the bloody Pinochet junta ond
affirm their suppoet ta the Chilsan workers and peesants,




SAICON’S
FCONOMIC
—DIFFICULTIES

In a spesch delivered June & in Thu Duc, on area north of
Saigon, MNguyen Van Thieu made his first public criticisms

of the Unifed Stotes. One time does not a hobit make! "You
have to give us money, " he enjoined his American mentars,
“or the U.5.A, would be fleeing from its resporsibilities.”
IMPRECCOR Mo.0 published on article on the economic and
social crisis of the Soigon regime. Since that article wos writ—
ten, Thisu's uneasiness hos mounted, for the L), 5. Congress
has proved reluctant ro approve the aid budgets proposed by
the MMixon odministration. On June 11 the U.5. Senate vated
down o resolution to reduce oid to Thieu from 5900 million

ta 5700 million for the next fiscal yeor. But the resolution
was defected by only one vote. And, one month earlier, this
seme Senote bod rejected MNixon's reguest fo increcse the ajd
for fhe previous fiscol yeor by 3266 million. 3o for the flscal
vear extending from 1973 to 1974, Thieu will have received
cnly 31,280 million instesd of the 31, 800 million originally
promised. 0
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Far ifs part, the Warld Bank recently postponed once again
its meating that had been set for June 5 ot which aid & Sgi-
gon hod been scheduled to be discusad. Certain governments
that have lent money in the past, such as Canada, have re-
jected the new projects proposed by Washington. Ascerding
to Frangois Mivelon (writing in the June 8, 1974, Le Figarc),
Thieu's advisers are pessimistic obout incomirg aid ond Thiey
hes issved economizing orders to his ormy and administration.
The budgetary conditions that will prevall far Saigon in 1574
(for which year Saigen will mointain an ermy of more then 1
million) threaten to be even more drastic than they were in
1973. (5ee Far Embern Economic Review, April 15, 1574.)
Obviassly, financial and militory aid i still pouring in, and
it will conlinue to fuel the puppet machine. But the social
crisis in the zones under Thiew's control hos been confirmed
ence ¢gain (see the articles by Potrice de Beer in Le Mande,
May B, %, and 10, 1974) and will certainly tend to worsen still
mare .

STIOP THE REDPDRESSION

ACAINST

THE MADRXIST PROFESSCOLS
AND THE COMMUNIST STULENTS

— by C.VERLA_

Ever since December 1971, the Titoist bursaucracy hos bean
engaged in a vast operation aimed at "regaining o grip” on
all polifical, economic, and secial [ife in the country. At
the some time, the economic reform of 1965 has not been
challenged explicitly. The background cof the increase in sa-
cial tensions (which reached a new stoge as long age as the
end of 1971, when the "Croation crisis” broke out) s the
combination of the contradictions of any burecucratized so-
ciety and the specific contradictions of Titeist "economic
liberalism. " These contradictions hove led to growing region-
al inegqualities, the development of unemployment, (1) ond
significant price increases (of about 20 percent in 1973).
These crucial preblems hove in burn fueled many conflicts:
between nationalities, befween the federal bureaueracy and
the bureaucracies of the various republics, between the po-
litical functionaries and the leaders of the banking and finan-
cial sectors. There hove been strikes by werkers demanding
waoge increases and respect for their right of self-monagement.

The Titoist bureaucracy has dealt with these tensions in the

only woy consistent with maintenance of its own privileges.
Far fram confronting the couses of the inequalities and sacial
tengions, Tt has instead sought scopegoahs that could be sac—
rificed fo essuage the onger of the masses (hence the well-

‘known campaign Tito waged against those who had "abusive ly

enriched themselves"} and has repressed all oppesition; trying
to remodal the League of Communists of Yugoslovia (LCY) o
make it @ more suftable instrument for regaining o grip on
Yugoslav society.

But the decentralization that wes more and more widely fn-
troduced after the 19508 hes hed some effects. The cultucel
and pﬂ“licut [ife of "l"ugusluv'lu: is unp-uru”alcd in the "o
ples dermocracies” of Eastern Europe. The philosophical re-
view Praxis and the Korcula codre school hove achieved an
intermatianal fame that also cormesponded to an image: that
the Titeist burcaucracy wanted to preserve. But beyond these
expressions of Yugoslow Morxist philosophers, the breadth of
the student movement and the themes of struggle thot it teok
up in June 1988 ("The revelution is not over! Self-manage-
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ment from the bottem upl") testified to the development of
revalutionary-Marxist ideos among militant vouth. 5o “ra=-
gaining @ grip” has mot been occomplished, nor will it be
easy for the bureaucracy to accomplish it, especially if it
wants to preserve both the appearance of democracy and its
autenemy from the Kremlin bureaucracy, which it opporently
dees .

The number of internal purges in the Leogue of Communists
of Yugeslavie since 1971 has been large [more than 55,000
people have been demoted) . The repression has struck ab both
"pure and hard” nec-Stalinists who are taking advantoge of
the present conflicts to press for @ return to total centroliza-
tion and "liberals, " "anorchists, " ond “warious sorts of res—
teratienists, " whe are sometimes real advecates of extending
the laws of the market but are often simply hostile fo the re-
pressive course of the LCY and the new role that has been
assigned it

In foct, the brunt of the attock & now being directed against
those who haove best axpressed the refection of buregucratic
centralizm and the goins of self-menagement but who af the
same Hme wont these poins fo be mode @ realiby: the Marxist
prafassars who hove worked with the review Praxis and the
students wha are actively working not only for the freedom
of expression and work of their professors, but also for devel-
oping 4 genuine socialist struggle.

For several manths the Yugeslov outhorities have been trying
in every way fo expel eight professors from the philosophy
faculty at Belgrade University. All eight are collaborators
with Praxis. (2) All kinds of pressures — withdrowal of pass—
parts, press campaigns, letters from “workers" who heve sud-
denly acquired an intersst in philosophy — have been brought
to bear to fire them. But the legal bodies of the faculbhy re-
sished.

The bureaucrats then fried to change the lows! They tried to
set up o new foculty council, half of whose members would
be nared by the authorities. MNew "moral and theorefical™
criteria for certifying professors qualified to teach wer de—
fined . But far the Fime being, the resistance hes been too
strong . The professors are still ot their posts. Their students
have organized to support them. Soliderity has spread 1o the
philasophy faculties in Zagreb and Ljubljana. In January
1974 the three foculties esfablished coordinaticn ond adopted
a resolution that, in addition to supporting the professors,
called for a eommon struggle with the students for a sacialism
thet would really put power in the hands of the worker. The
reselution called for coordination of all socialist effors o
strupgle against bureoucratic privileges, ogoinst social in-
equality, and against the excdus of workers from the country.
This represented g miditont program thot could only be met
with repression from the bureoucrocy.

Already in March one student, Viadimir Plancinin, was ar-
rested “for having read such a resalution. ™ Indictments are
pending against eleven students from three campuses. The
burequcrocy is threatening to shoge trials to step up repres-
sion during the summer menths when political activism and
mobilization will ba less interse, especially sinee the LCY
congress has reaffirmed the leadership's contral,

The Titaist bureaveracy will run up against the solidarity that

revolutionaries throughout the world will offer to the Marcist
prafessors and communist students of Yugoslavia. At the very
moment that the burecucracy is demagogically offimming its
desire fo strengthan self-monagement, il i3 repressing fthose
who want to put such promises inte effect. Once again it
has taken to road of trials ond repression ogoinst the real so-
ciolists, for the time hos come when the Yogoslov preleteriaf
may well find in the calls of the students and professors the
roed that the bureaucrocy has closed to them: the road that
leeds to power.

Footnotes:

1. There are more than e millien Yugoslav workers living
abroad and some 300, 000 unemployed in Yugoslavia ikelf.
2. The professors under attack ore: Mihailo Maroovic, Lju=-
bomir Tadic, Svatozar Stejonovic, Milodin Zivotic, Zaga
Pesic-Golubavic, Drogdjub Miconovie, MNebajsa Popov, and
Trivo Indjie.
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